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ILLUSTRATIONS IN ITALICS. 


amureneis, 106; II .-pi.. 


ABULIA chinensis, 565 
sinensis at St. Mary's Isle, 577 
Abies baleamea hudsonica, 17 
nobilis dying, 666 
Abronia umbellata, 529, 553, 577 
A bullion vitifoLium hardy, 267; 

not blooming, 100 
Acacia deal-bat a, 81 
Hiceana, 145 
Acacias. greenhouse. 179 
the false, 503 

Acanthus, a warm-house, 2 

Acetylene gas refuse, 13. 278 

Achillea tomentoea, 675 

Aohilleas, 349 

Achirnenes. 192, 410 

Acid in fruits, 578 

Aconite, the Winter, 81, 146; 

failure of, 121 
Aconitum volubile, 501 
Act in id ia chi none is in fruit, 487 
Adiantum Farley ense Glory of 
Noordrecht, 168 
glaucophyllum, 119 
Adonis amurem 
309 

planting the, 2 
vernal is. 123 

-Egle sepiaria. 233. 279. 363. 653 
Africa, South, a note from, 231 
Aga-pan/thus, 490 
minor Moo rearms, 566 
•v Airathcea ©celeetis, 15. 674 
Air roots. 98 
Akebia, 36 3 
lobata, 363 
nuinata. 363 
Alkanet. 235 

Allium Cepa viviparum, 260 
fist ulosu m. 310 
Allotment holder fined, 530 
holders and cropping, 383; com¬ 
pensation to. 342; early plants 
for, 211 

Allotments, current work in, 326. 
- 481 

new, what to plant. 10 
npring work in. 153. 225 
war-time. 187. 236 
winter work in, 695 
Almond, the, 177 
Aloe, propagating the, 421 
Alpines from seed, raising, 142 
in winter, 17 
the forcing of. 183 
Alstroeineria pelegrina, 52 
Amaryllis Ackermanni. 541 
Amaryllises. 237 
America.. Apricots in, £06 
rock gardening in. 201 
Anagallis Broweri, 542. 565, 601 
linifolia, 553 
Anchusa capensis, 235 
from root cuttings, 501 
increasing, from root cuttings, 
396 

italica, 235 

mvo 90 tidiflora. 235, 543 
nempen-irons, 235 
the, 235; white, 347 
Anchusas, a group of, 235 
from root cuttings, increasing. 
474 

increasing. 294. 349. 367 
Andromeda flnribunda in pots, 
69 

glaucopbylla. 532 
And rosace ciUata, 279 
helvetioa. 297 
sarment/jea, 691 
And rosaces. 17 
Anemone alpina , 675 
apennina pallida, 644 
baicaleneis, 629 
blanda, 577; scythinica, 533, 553 
cemna, 37 
fnlgens, 267 

japonioa Alice, 542; Mont Rose. 
29. 57 

narcissi flora, 341 
Pulsatilla, planting, 378 
rivu laris, 145 
ru pi cola, 2 
stellata, 274 
sulphnrea. 340 

Digitized by 


Anemone eylvestris. 625 
trifoliata, 231 
vernal is, 286 
Anemones, 309 
alpine, 305 

Anemonopsis macrophylla. 460 
Aniseed-trees, the, 283 
Annuals, 18, 207 
autumn sown, 396 
experiments with, 605 
for next season, 669. 687; pots, 
i9; the flower garden, 64 
hardv, fot* the winter, 484 
in the greenhouse. 321; rock 
garden, 320 

Anomatheca cruenta. 2 
Ant hem is tinctoria Kelwayi. 462 
Antholyza paniculata, 480 
Antirrhinums, 179, 544 
from seed, 588 
raising, 368 
Ants, a plague of. 13 
destroying, 317, 443 
Apera arundinacea, 605 
Apiary, a successful, on inexpen¬ 
sive lines, 659 

Appeal, a much needed, 272 
Apple Adam’s Pearmain. 665 
a good, fertility no test of. 104 
Alfrieton, 642 
Allington Pippin, 90 
end other trees on Grass, 478; 
Pear-trees, pruning, 460; 
training, 354 
Annie Elizabeth, 294 
Baumann’s Red Reinette. 606 
Ben's Red, 692 
bloom, colour in. 365 
blossom, caterpillars in, 373; 

weevil, the, 365 
catsup preserves. 492 
Cox’s Orange, variation in. 251. 
279 

Gascoigne's seedling failing, 280 
Gloria Mundi, 596, 614 
Golden Spire. 70. 100 
growing. 676 
honey, 450 

James Grieve, 70. 646, 668 
Lodgemore Nonpareil, lb, 

Lord Burghlev, 150 
Lord Hindlip, 31 
Mabbot's Pearmain. 658 
May Queen, 630 
Middle Green, 677 
Newtown Pippin in April, 222 
orchards, planting. 44 
renamed, and false classifica¬ 
tion, 199 

Seaton House, 199 
spoiling the. 594 
Sussex Forge, 630, 677 
the. and the war, 570 
the Aetradian, 404; Newtown 
from Virginia. 101 ; right way 
with the. 70 

tree leaves, fungus on. 502 
tiees, canker in, 688; cater¬ 
pillars on. 373; fungus on. 688; 
mussel-scale on. 666; newly- 
planted, pruning, 3: on.Grass. 
256. 294, 418; pruning newly- 
planted, 30; replanting. 567 
which is the beet? 101 
Worcester Pearmain. 664 
Apples. 604 

and birds, 595; and Peal’s, 312 
cordon, 665; failing, 542 
planting, 100: storing. 460 
and stewing Pears for heavy 
6oil, 566 
as a food, 450 
cheaper, 236 
cordon, pruning, 658 
cracking, 564, 600 
dessert and cooking, 150 
dropping, 431 
flavour in, 554 
fungus on, 572 
high prices of, 91 
home-grown, 256 
in heavy soil, 546, 665 
in Kent, 618; New Zealand, 692 
late. 130 

local, in Scotland, 606 
on Grass, 334 
spotted, 600 



Apples to eat, 664; and cook with¬ 
out factory sugar, 668, 692; 
cook, 630 
versus Crabs, 74 
well preserved, 134 
worthless early. 570 
Apprenticeship. 145 
Apricot, an. in Kent. 680; old in 
Kent, 614 
culture, 445 

freeing the. 334, 361, 390, 432. 

501, 594, 656 
releasing the, 280 
seed, wild, from China, 625 
Apricots, 16. 124, 334 
in America, 506, 515 
Aquilegia glandnlosa, 357 
Arabia Billiardieri rosea. 339 
pink, 309 

Aralia Veitchi from cuttings, 
431, 474, 490; gracillima. 192 
Arbutus Andrachne, 31 
h.vbrida, 32 
Menziesii, 32, 58 
procera, 32 
trailing, 532 
Unedo, 31 

A rotoetaphylos Uva-Ursi, 531 
A renaria montana, edging of. 369 
Armeria cephalotes, 421 
Arnebia echioides, 305 
Artemisia lactiflora, 544 
tridentata, 502 

Artichoke, nonsense about Hie 
208 

the, 642: not an Artichoke. 284 
Artichokes. Globe, 370 
or Potatoes, 194 
Arum Lilies, 608 
Asclepias tuberosa, 541 
Ash, Maries’, 654 
Ashbourne, co. Cork, notes from. 
231. 293, 446 

Asparagus, 108, 328, 435. 620 
beds. 211, 314, 568; applying 

sa.lt to. 653 
failing. 527 
foliage, 55 
in greenhouse. 254 
plumosus, culture of. 27 
protecting the growth, 370 
tenuissimus, 168 
Asperula, Guesoni, 164 
rock garden, 164 
hexaphylla. 164, 255 
hirta. 164 
odorata, 164 
siiberosa, 164 
Asperulas, 164 
Aspidistra leaves 
injured. 581 
Aspidistras in winter, 545 
Aster alpinus, 348 
Amelins, 165; A. besearnbicus, 
542 

Climax, 689 

diffusus horizontalis. 654 
pnnioeus pulcherriinus. 560 
Asters diseased, 498 
Astilbe eimplicifolia, 670 
Aubergines, cooking, 464 
Aubrietia Dr. Mules, 350 
increasing the, 449, 489 
on wall, 347 

with drape Hyacinth. 321 
Aubrietias, seedling. 299 
Auricula, Border, Celtic King, 175 
Old Red Dusty Miller. 162 
Auriculas in the West of England, 
601 

Avene, the Water, 
variety, 670 
Azalea amoena, 33; 
harder, 653 
blooms small, 174 
Hex©, 65 

Indian, treatment of an, 27 
mollis after blooming. 266 
obtuea, 33; and A. amoena, 99 
Azaleas after flowering, 186 
and Rhododendrons, the clash 
ing of, 364, 389 
dropping their leaves, 649 
Indian, varieties of, 65 
on dry banks, 589 
thrips and red-spider on. 41 
unhealthy, 686 

Aznra raicrophylla in the open, I 
389 1 


the 


decaying. 359 


Guildford 
in north 


B 




BALMAE, spring flowers at, 203 
Bamboo canes, staking Peas 
with, 288 

Bamboos, effects of last winter 
on, 375. 403 

Banana family, the, 48 
cultivation, 517 
I in Sussex, a, 106 
the Chinese, 134, 173 
i Bananas cheap, 120 

nutritive value of. 6)6 
I Bank, planting a, 560 

Bank6, railway, flowers on, 605 
I Barberry, Mrs. Wilson's, in 
Japanese vase, 681 
Barley bread, 104, 310 
Barren worts, 90 
Bartonia aurea, 258 
Bean, the Lima, 120 
Beans, Broad. 68, 138, 155; and 
Peas, drying, 310; autumn 
sowing of, 245; trial of, 145; 
Butter. 68. 143, 236, 324 
dried Haricot and Peas, 298 
I dwarf, 211 

for autumn sowing, 450 
French, 45. 137, 620 
Golden Butter, 478 
Haricot, 618; grow anti save, 
300 

mammoth white Runner, 125 
Runner, 300, 314; and goats, 
342; cooking ripe seeds of, 
408: for soups, 422: white, 510; 
without sticks. 342 
Bearberry, 531 

Bear’s Breech, a fine form of our 
native, 36 
Beds, raking, 274 
Bee appliances, storing, 576 
disease and spraying. 331 ; Isle 
of Wight, 624 
flowers, 173 

hives on leads. 632, 633 
keepers, current work for, 317; 
hints to, 226 

Beekeeping. 126, 243, 278; and the 
garden, 126; encouraging, 686; 
extraordinary. 671 1 starting. 
254 

I Bees, 214, 290. 624 

and fertilisation. 266; Potatoes, 
424; the law, 412; their 
, enemies. 526 

autumn feeding, 484 
extracting . and storing honey, 
429 

i for fertilising, 242 
honey extracting, 401 
in the garden, 278, 412 
July swarms. 576 
Langstroth. the bar-frame in- 
1 ventor, 612 

procuring stocks of, 254 
1 profit iii. 214 
i robbery v. feeding, 470 
swarms, taking. 317. 345 
the swarming of. 290 
wintering, 539 
Beet, 139, 683 

Cheltenham Green-top, 211 
colour in. 582 
| Globe, 342, 476 

root and Carrots, lifting. 667: 
late sown, 620; sowing, 331; tile 
use of, 34; wintering, 509 
Sea kale, or Spinach, 570. 630 
sowing of. 269 

sugar, 492, 506, 606; for fruit¬ 
preserving, 268 

Begin new, first steps for, 284 
Begonia Gloire de Lorraine, 
growing, 32 
Gloire de Sceaux, 86 
Mrs. J. A. Petersen, 82 
semperflorene. 32 
Socotrana. 133 
Begonias, fine-leaved, 55 
In flower, 682 
Lorraine. 238, 410 
tuberous-rooted, 224; starting, 
143, 186 

Bellflower, the Peach-leaved, 376; 

white Hungarian, 137 
Bellflowers, the taller, 689 
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GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


Berber is Darwini, 282; in the 
autunm, 613 
polyantlia, 590 
rubrostilla, 2 
vulgaris, 553, 654 
Wilsona? 625 

Bernard Sliaw as <a food re¬ 
former, 529 
Bessera elegans. 7 
Bettws-y-Coed, a note from, 217, 
376 

Betula dalecarlica, 553 
Bexhill-on-Sea, a note from, 258. 
601 

Bidens dalilioides, 362 
Biennials, etc., sowing. 350 
Bignonia jasminoides, treatment 
of, 690 

Bill-of-fare. the, 380 
Birds anrl berries, 651, 675: frnit- 
bude, 212; ineeot pests and tin* 
late winter, 542 
in the garden. 392 
starving in winter. 142 
the scarcity of. 470; value of. 

418, 572, 666 
wild, 460 

Blackberries in the Botanic 
Gardens, Cambridge, 57; 
garden, 104 

Blackberry, a good native, 630 
Bladder Nuts, 476 
Senna, the Cape, 596 
Bloodroot. the Canadian. 255 
Bloom, wayside, 305 
bloom, winter, in .lapanrsr 
bronze, 167 
Blooms, late, 8 

Blossom wilt and can ker dieca-c 
of fruit-trees, 693 
Bluebells, the English, 319 
Blueberry, the Swamp, 15. 589 
Board of Agriculture, the. and 
cooking. 310 

Bolton ia latisciuama, 690 
Books— 

“ A Book about Borneo.” 156 
” A Flora of Kerry.” 484 
” One Hundred Points in Food 
Economy.” 441 

“ Rhododendrons and the Vari¬ 
ous Hybrids.” 683 
"The Herb Garden.” 441 
* The Practical Bee Guide,” 510 
“ The Suburban Garden arid 
What to Grow in it,” 173 
“The Wild Foods of Great 
Britain,” 428 
*' Tree Surgery,” 27 
" Vegetable Bottling arid Fruit 
Preserving Without Sugar." 
415 

” Vegetarian Cookery*” 12 
Border, herbaceous, 396; back¬ 
ground for, 513; effective 
grouping in the. 565: plant¬ 
ing, 437; sacrificing. 98. 146 
Boronia elatior. 132 
heterophylla, 133 
megastigma, 132 
serrulata, 133 
Boronias, the, 132 
Botanists and the colour of 
flowers, 529, 553 

Bottles for fruit and vegetables. 

411; preserving fruit and 
’ vegetables. 520 
Bouvardias after flowering, 68 
failing. 40 

Bowling-green, treatment of, 186 
Box Huckleberry. 531 
B me ken and Hop as vegetables. 
16.6, 222 

as a vegetable. 194 
Bramble, the best, for northern 
gardens, 16 

Brambles, wild, 677; in the 
garden. 603 

Bread bad by order. 394 
Bread, keeping. 436 
making, the ancient art of. 272 
oat eh, 120 

Briers in flower garden. 445 
the hardy Green. 627 
Briquettes, making. 662 

ish Columbia, notes from. 57, 
389 

Broccoli and Cauliflowers living 
off. 355 
notes on. 9 
Purple Sprouting. 239 
Brodisea coccinea. 9 
eongesta, 9 
grandiflora. 9 
Howell!, 9; HI ft r inn. 9 
laxa, 9 
minor, 9 
peduncular is, 9 
Brodiaeas, 9 
Bronzes, Japanese. 319 
Broom, 364; the Mount Etna. 681: 

Spaniel), 459; Tone riff e, 191 
Broth. Scotch, 310 
Browallia speciosa major. 179 
Brussels Sprouts, 20. 24. 92, 663; 
defoliating, 620; in the 
cottage garden. 104 
Buckthorn, the Alder. 100; Sea. 
577 

Buddleia Colvillei in Scotland. 
431; not flowering. 518 
globosa in Scotland, 389 
variabilis, 494 
Buildings, country. 368 
Bulbs. British grown, show of. 
456 

in permanent poeifiqju*. 487 


Digitized I 


Google 


Buns, Maize and wheatmeal, 642 
Burning and seed germination, 
220 

Bush, fetter, 532 
Fire, the. 97. 116; in Scot¬ 
land, 69; Burning, 87. 121; 

Golden Bell. 188 

Butterfly, the large white, 76; 
Peacock, 392 


CABBAGE, a spring cooking. 
194 

Chinese, 582 
clubbing iif, 434, 481 
Harbinger, 225 
killed by frost, 180 
late spring, 269 
moths and caterpillars, 393 
Red. 48, 478; hardier than the 
green. 310; Mrs. Earle on. 260 
spring, 139; sowing seed of. 398 
wanted a good early, 352 
Cabbages, 352 

and butterflies, 642; Cauliflowers 
failing. 406; autumn-planted. 
239; caterpillars cu, 513 
early. 324, 380 
loss of spring, 139 
seedling, and frost, 288 
spring, 398 

wanted good early, 298 
C&oti, hardy. 602 
Cake, the girdle, 272 
Caladdums, 224, 246 
Calanthee, deciduous. 197 
Calceolaria John Innee, 294 
viol area, 295 
Calendula officinalis 584 
California, a note from, 187, 487 
Callas, 295 

Calochortus Kennedy!. 51 
Calopluea wolgarica, 164 
Calvary Clover, 23 
C. am ass i a Leichtlini, 421 
Camellia buds falling. 142 
leaves in bad condition. 80 
reticulata. 232 
Camellias. 564 
in pots and planted out. 19 
the hardiness of. 32 
Campanula abietina, 691 
Allioni. 309 
amabilis, 431. 670 
garganica B\ If. Paine% group 
of. 33 

glome rat a. 429 
grand is. 689 

haylodgensis. 43. 88. 115. 145; 
_ fl.-pl., 445 

isophylla alba. 137; increasing. 
88 

loot i flora, 689 
Iatifolia, 689 

Uitifolia macranthn alba, 689 
Medium, 689 
mural is, 651 
persicifolia, 689 
persicifolia alba g rand i flora. 
689 

pyramidal is. 689 
Raineri hinsula. 425 
Saxifraga. 319; and (\ a.ttica. 
319 

.Steveni, 297 
snlphurea, 255 
uniflora, 219 
versicolor, 690 
Zoyei, 691 

Canker in Apple-trees, 688 
treatment of. 552 
Cannas, 95 

Canterbury Bells, 207 
Caragana arbore-cens. 616 
Oardoon, the. 401 
Cardoons, cooking. 464 
Carnation Baroness de Brienen. 
123 

exhibition National, 448 
Lord Kitchener. 16 
Malmaison. cutting down. 442 
Rose Sensation, 29 
Salmon Enchantress, 19 
Carnations, border. 88. 136, 145; 
pinching. 415 
in pots, 498 
leaf-spot on. 674 
Malmaison, 168; treatment of, 
103 

Marguerite. 158 

Perpetual-flowering, 122. 283. 

596 

Cnrpettteria californica. 97. 129. 
161; in Scotland, 417; the 
Botanic Gardena, Cambridge, 
71; part of a plant of, 163 
Carrot Parisian, 408 
Carrots, 155 
grubs in. 666 
Cary a alba. 117 
Cassinia fnlvida, 405 
Costano-psis seeds, 628 
Catch fly. a double. 651 
Caterpillars uni greenstuff. 666 
in Apple blossom, 373 
injuring Phloxes. 448 
on Apple-trees, 373; Hawthorn 
hedge. 406 

('■a till flower notes, 464 
(.tanliflowers, ?11 
antumn-raised. 530 
dying off. 355 
sowing, 61 


OeanothiiH Gloire de Versailles, 

I 403. 501 
pruning, 576 

Cedar, t-he Lebanon, 84; the moun¬ 
tain, 589 

Cedars, young, 296 
Celeri A l’Espagnole. 594 
Celery. 34£. 682. 683 
blanching with paper collars, 
527 

earthing up, 454. 509 
eaten by sing's, 612 
failure of, 527 
fungus on, 499 
leaf-blight, 406 
maggot, 426 
1 sowing, 198 

trials at Wisley, 154 
Cerasus Avium multiplex, 493 
tiuracina fl.-pl., 493 
Juliana floribus l'oseis, 493 
peeudo-Oerasus, 493 
serrulata, 493 
I Cercis Siliqnastrum. 336 
I Cereal cookery. 62 

Cereals, bad cookery of, 520 
Chapatt ies, 464 
Cheese, cooked, 422 
i CheirauthuH, a pretty hybrid. 
379 

alpinue, 309, 625 

linifoliue, i, 305, 368, 461 ; a 
group of. 461 
Chemistry and food, 366 
Cherry, a beautiful, 336 
not fruiting, 354 
| stock French Mahaleb, 502 
! the Cornelian, 189 

tree, treatment of. 567 
Cherries and song birds, 350 
i double - flowered, 205, 493: 

flowering group of, on Azalea 
banlc, 493; part of a group at 
Hallingbury Hall, 205 
dropping. 401 
Morello, 354 

Chestnut, Mrs. Earle on the. 692 
Chicory, 6 , 620 
Ch’maphila. 532 
Chimojianthus fra-errans, 128 
China, a plant collector in. 479 
Chiogenes hispidula, 532 
Chionodoxa Luc ilia*. 207 
Chiron ia ixifera, 65 
pal net ris, 65 

peducularis. flowering shoots 
| of, 65 
1 Chironias. the. 65 
Chives, 471 

Chlorophytum datum variega- 
turn, 129 
Choeo, 520 

1 Choieya ternata, 130. 255, 381; a* 
Monreith. 381 
Chou de Bedford, 48 
Chrysanthemum Autocrat, 691 
cuttings. 22. 58, 102; cuttings. 

best time to strike. 52 
Mme. C. Desgranges, 577 
Nina Blick, 640 
notes, 256 

Pierey’s Seedling. 508 
ttandown Radiance. 602 
einsrle Mensa, 22; Miss Rose, 
640 

Source d’Or, 640. 691 
the Pompon. 508 
Uxbridce Pink. 640 
W. H. Lincoln. 1 
Chrysanthemums, a useful type 
616 

big. 102 

dusting the shoots with Tobacco 
powder. 446 

early, disbudding, 631; earl.v- 
tlowering hardy, 602 : early- 
flowering Pompon, in Water 
low Park. 640; early-flowering, 
staking and tying, 536: early- 
flowering, varieties of. 584; 
early incurved, 616 
for pots. 22 
garden. 102 
good old. 58. 82 
in Glasgow parks, 22 
into cold frames, getting, 2P3 
lifting, 564 

naturally grown, 616 
notes on, 206 
old. 670 
on walls, 193 
Pompon, 102. 536, 584 . 

i propagating, 22. 30 
recent varieties, 640 
rust on. 640 
seasonable hints. 446 
six Japanese exhibition, 602 
spidery, 640 
the Pompon, 30 

treatment of t li e plants in¬ 
doors. 602 

twelve incurved of easy cul¬ 
ture, 662; twelve Japanese of 
easy culture, 662 
two old sorts, 146 
Chrysogonum virginieum, 379 
Cineraria, leaves, grubs eating, 
36; leaves, insects in, 410 
Cinerarias, 686 
amateur’s, an, 97 
from cuttings. 86 . 132 
then and now', 210 
C fetus algarvensis, 405, 431 
ladaniferus in Renfrew. 432. 459 
Loreti, 417 

Cladrastie tinctoria, 362 
Clamps and pits, 398 


Clematis alpina, 246 
and its destruction, 43 
Armandi, 619; Armandi on 
house wall, 619 • 
coocinea. 502 
freeing the. 688 
Huldine, 583, 664 
in house in autumn, 679 
increasing, 98 
i ml i visa, 191 
Jackmani, 533 
lasiandra, 619 
lilacinu over shed, 447 
Mme. Baron Viol lard in mid- 
September, 629, 679 
Mine. Edouard Andre, 349 
niontaua at Broughton House, 
Kirkcudbright, 361; m. 
rube us, 619; m., the scent- of. 
361 ; m Wilsoni. 197. 417, 619 
Nelly Moser at Kirkcudbright, 
421; Nelly Moser, colour of, 
651 

oil own roots, 362; trellis in 
Rose oar den, 377 
recta, 336 
Rehderiana. 619 
Sieboldi, 165 
tangutica, 619, 651 
the freed. 663; Indian, on old 
Yew-trees, 506; lo6« of the, in 
gardens, 589; Mountain, on 
Corsican Pine, Ciravctyc, 
May, 558. 559; rosy Indian, 
arch of, 367 
treatment of, 27 
Viticella, 487; V. in Scotland, 
515 

Clematises, some new, 619 
Clerodendron Fargesi, 493 
foatidum, 494 
trichotomum, 494 
Cleroiiendrons. some hardy, 493 
('letlira acuminata. 233 
alnifolia, 233 

canescens. 233; c .. flowering 
shoots of, 233 
Cletliras. 547 
the hardy, 233 

Climber, flowering, for green¬ 
house wall. 581 
for wall. 274 

Climbers on walls, training, 143 
planting. 655 
up walls, training. 13 
Clivia miniata. 68 
Club root, 429 
Cobaea ecandens, 158 
Cobs and Filberts, growing, 567 
Cockchafer, grubs of, 426 
Oodlin-moth, 66. 406 
Coffee, to make, 478 
Colchicum autumnale majus, .544 
Bertoloni. 544 
BorninuelJeri. 448, 565 
li banot icura 43 
Parkineo li, 18 

speciosum album, 436: s. in 
Grass. 554 

variegatuin of gardens 533 
Coleus thyrsoideus, 82 
Coleuses, 150 
Colour chart a. 1?4 
winter, a patch of. 676 
Columnea magniflea- 188 
Combination, a good. 690 
Composts, pot l ing, 245 
Condiments. 310 

Conifers and cattle poisoning, 4 
Convolvulus althoeoides, 637 
the annual. 473 
tricolor, 473 
wild, destroying, 68 
Cooker, a fireless, how to make 
and use. 594 

Cooking without fire, 284 
Cordyline indivisa, true, n t 
Mount Usher. 207 
('ordylines, the. 207 
Coreopsis lanceolata. 459 
Cork, a note from, 69 
Corn. Indian the importance of. 
120 

salad, 20. 194. 260. 436. 450 
Sweet. 104 534; from America. 
272; now in use, 558 
Cornus alternifolius, 375 
canadensis. 83 
oont roversa, 354 
mas. 189 

Cornwall, a note from. 529 
the fruit season in. 534 
Coronilla glauca. 72 
Cory dal is Allen i. 282 
ocliroleuca. 687 
Corylorpsis Grifflthi, 261 
multiflona. 262 
pa uriflora. 217, 261, 517 
spicata, 261 
the. 261 

Veitchiana 262 
Wilsoni. 262 
Cosmos, the 44 

Cotoneaster biillata. 116, 554 
congesta, 97 
Huokcri, 17 

liorizontalis, 654; h. in frtiit 
541 

micropliylla. 70 

pannoea. 663; p. and the bird** 
97 

Cotonea^ter Simons! for hedging 
681 ~ 
Simon-d in berry, 82 
Cotyh l« n sim01icifoliue, 351 
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Couve Trouchuda, 74, cooking, 
570 

('•owelip, a Rose-scented, 175, 255 
Cowslips, 377 
(’rambe cordifolia, 690 
Cranberry, Mountain. 532 
Crape-flower, the. 576 
Cra*«iiila laotea. 43 
saroooaulis. 187 
Crataego-M-espilus, 326 
Crews Rocket, the, 364 
the Violet, 553 

Crinum Powelli ia S.W. Scotland, 
474 

l'cmense at G'lusncvin. 591 
Cnnuaw at Exeter, 542; at St. 

Mary’s Isle, 529, 553, 577 
Crisp. Sir F., and Henley, 637; 
and Lady, gulden wedding of, 
539 

Crocus asturicus, 675 
bifloriu* Bowles’ Blue, 207; Wal¬ 
den i. 179 
Bleu Coeleste, 217 
chrysanthua Weldeni, 175; c.. 

Warley var., 196 
Imperati, 247 
Fleiecheri, 129 
gargaricus, 187 
nyemalis, 16 
imperial iu 1917, 245 
Korolkowi, 130 
purple in Cat’s-Juut, 271 
Sieberi, 175 
specioaus, 421 
tommasinianua, 175 
the blue Chilian in the moraine. 
273; Imperial in Japanese 
bronze vase, 245 
zonatus. 448 
Crocuses, 161 

are they email this year? 221 
in the house, 237 
win ter-flowering. 63 
Crone, green and the severe 
froet, 115 

root, preparing ground for, 60 
Croton Duke of Portland, 168 
Crotons in a Jamaica garden, 
566 

Cucumber-frame, the amateur's, 
411 

misuse of the. as a salad, 380 
plants unhealthy, 415 
Cucumbers, 86 
and red-spider, 540 
open-air, 450 
Ridge and Marrows, 492 
winter, 44 
Cup, the White, 308 
Cup res-iiis inucrocurpa, 607 
Currant, a big-bud resisting, 450 
Black, bushes, overgrown, 27 
bushes, 650; summer pinching. 
373 

crop, the Black, 436 
leaves. Black, rust ou, 475 
the flowering, 219; yellow- 
flowering. in autumn, 565 
C-urrants and Gooseberries, 354 
Black, unhealthy, 429 
pruning, 95 

Guttings, the selection of. 556 
Cyclamen Cherry Ripe, 161 
Coum, 18. 136, 162 
hederwfolium, 690 
iieaiMditnnum, 57. 654 
Cyclamens, 103, 238 
out-of-doors. 122 
Persian, 376 
Cydonia japonica. 354 
Maulei. 218. 282 
Cymbidium insign© Kanderi. 23 
Cynoglossum cimttbile, 501. 529. 
601 

Cypress the Monterey. 607 
Cypripedium acaule. 477 
arietinum, 477 
Calceolue, 477 
oalifornicuni, 477 
guttatum, 477 
japonicum, 477 
mac ran th uni. 477 
montaniim. 477 
jiarviflorum. 477 
pubescent*. 477 
spectabile, 18. 477 
Gypripediume. hardy, 477, 516 
Cyrtanthus, 103 
sanguineus, 103 
Cyriant-buses, the, 192 
Cytisus after blooming, 278 
Audreamis from seed, 336 
elegant*. 192 
fliipee. 133 
proliferust, 191 
stenopetalus, 235 


Dali lias, Pompon, 592 
single-flowered, 368. 583 
the hardiness of, 347 
Daisies. Michaelmas, 522, 645 
Ox-eye. 209 
Daisy, the Blue. 15 
Dandelion, the. as a vegetable, 
284; common. 369 
Daphne Blagayana, 320 
Oneorum. 319. 589 
indica. 102, 129 
Laureola. 243 

Mezereum, 203, 243; M. alba, 
232 

rupeatris, 364; r., variations in, 
325 

the Garland, 665: Garland 
growing over high stone 
edging to bank of hardy 
shrubs, 667; Garland on sand¬ 
stone dry wall, 665 
Date pudding, 310 
Dates. 534, 606 
of Egypt, the, 222 
Davidia involucrata, 282; i. 

flowering, 452 
Decaisnea Fargesi, 59 
Delphinium Moerheimi, 491 
Delphiniums, the best, 532 
Desert, the Mohave, 308 
beefontainea Hookeri, 681 
spinoflA, 423, 565, 589, 644; s. iu 
Scotland, 57 
Deutzia camea, 335 
corymbosa, 501 
discolor, 335; d. major, 59 
glomeruli flora, 335 
gracilis, 2cm ; g. after blooming, 
186 

Kahn i a* flora, 336 

Lemoinei Boule de Neige, 336 

longifolia, 335 

magnifica, 336; m. insignia, 336; 

, m. latiflora, 336 
myriantha. 336 

i-osea. 336; r. campanula.!a. 336; 
r. .oarminea, 336; r. eximia. 
336; r. grandiflora, 336; r. 
veil net a., 336 
Sieboldiana, 335 
Vilmorina\ 335, 362 
Wilsoni, 335 
Deutzias, 335 
Dianella tasmanica. 403 
Dianthi. two first-rate. 389 
Dianthus barbatus neglect us. 306 
Garthusianorum. 565 
Firefly. 425 

fragrans flore-pleno, 129 
Freynii. 637 
graniticMis, 449 
hybrids, 403 

Miss Gladys Cranfield, 675 
Napoleon III., 389 
Robinsoni. 410 

Silencer Bickham. 57; Spencer 
Mckhum, part of a group of. 

Diet a inn us Fraxinelhi, 121; V. 
albas at. Hillbrooke Flaco, 
87 

Diervilla rosea, 434 
Digging, 286 
rough, 169 
the art of, 225 
Digitalis ambigua, 238 
Dimorphothecas, 480 
Diplacus glutinoeus, 375 
Diplopappus ohrysophyl 1 us, 405 
Disease, Isle of Wight, 457 
Dish, a lake district, 180 
Dishes, some everyday, 48 
Dissotis plumosa, 340 
Disanthus cercidifolia, 602 
Dittany of Crete, the, 658 
Dogwood flowering with dis¬ 
torted braids, 404 
Doronicum plantagiiieuui excel- 
snm, 203 

Douglasia lrevigata, 255 
Vitaliana. 297 
Draba aizoides, 217 
Diuceena Alex. Laing, 168 
Dracocephalum grand iflonun. 219 
I)rim us Wintcri, flowering shoot 
of, 43 


E 


EARTH for bowl culture, 545 
Kaot Lothian, notes from, 333 
Kwremocarpus scaber, 254, 431 
Kcheverias and winter treatment, 
593 

Echinaceas in the bog garden. 


DAFFODIL Queen Anne's double, 
300. 341 

the Fairy and the Taurian 
Scilla in Japanese bronze 
raac, 237; Saragossa, 231 
Daffodils. 286 
miniature, 644 
not flowering. 317 
Dahlia Glare of the Garden, 654 
rainnuture Cactus Phoreue, 480 
Rohso, 474 

Dahlia**, garden Cactus. 604 
lifting and storing, 588 
Pmony-flowered, 305, 36' 
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Economy—on paper. 520 
Edgings, permanent, to flower 
borders. 438 

trials with flower garden, 297 
Edraianthus Pumilio, 351 
Kfleet, an unrehearsed, 462 
Egg-plant, cooking the. 422. 506 
Egypt, a note from, 231 
Elioagnus. the evergreen, 84 
Elteocarpus cyaneus, 340 
Elder, the sea rlet-berried 445, 465 
Elm seeds. 434 

the, 653; field, as a danger, 625 
Elsholtzia Ktnuntoni. 637 
Embothriurn coeeineum. 97. 116 
Endive, blanching. 554 
Knkianthue campanula!us. 616 
" neeon chiomintha, 637 


Eauicco 

ogle 


| Ep id end rum vitellinuni. 23 

Epig»*a repens, 532; in Surrey. 
1 267 

Kpilobium august if oliuw. 491, 515 
glabellum. 351 
Kpiniedium. 90 
Musechianum. 293 
pinna-turn. 43. 341 
Erautliemum pulchelluni, 82 
E ran this cilicicue, 175 
Plremuri. planting, 462 
Erica Bergiana, 608 
oarnea, 243; c. varieties, 187 
hybrida. 651 
luaitanica, 29, 613 
Mackai plena, 504 
mediterranea, 218; m. hybrida, 
115, 613 

melanthera, 81 

Erigeron mucronatus, 375, 629 
strigoeus, 553 
Erinaeea purigens, 333 
Erin us aipinus. 319, 379. 613 
Erlangea tom en toy a. 81. 115 
Erodium oorskuim. 604 
Erythnea Massoni, 396 
Erythronium Dens-canis. 243 
I Bsc all on ia edinensis, 476 
esoniensis, 475 
1 Ingrarai, 476 

langleyensis, 219. 279, 476 
Philippiana, 348 
Esoallonias, wine hybrid, 475 
Eucryphia cord i folia, 451 
pinnatifolia, 451 
Eueryphias in Cornwall, 488 
the, 451 

Kuonymus nanus, 501 
Yedoensis, 516 
Eiipatorium purpureum. 543 
Euphorbia jacauiniteflora. 69 
Eustoma Russellianum, 535 
| Evergreens. hardy American 
dwarf. 531 

Exochorda Alberti, 326 
Giraldi. 326 
grandiflora. 326 
I macrantha. 326 
, Exochordas, the. 326. 348 
\ Exogouium Purga, 541. 565. 675 


i FAIR Maids of France, 417 
Fateia japonica. 628 
Feathers, imported, 116 
Fences wooden, fruit-trees or 
climbers for, 677 
Fennel, 369 
Fern compost. 173 
soft prickly Shield, a handsome 
form of, at Sheffield Dark, 35; 
the climbing. 601 
Ferns. British. 15; British, plu¬ 
mose forms of, 35; British 
i Shield, the, 84 
eaten)iliars ou, 542 
j for the winter, 678 

Feme, greenhouse. 556. 678; green¬ 
house. treating, 119 
hardy, 190. 690 
Ibirts-rtongue for rooms, 593 
in and for the house, 190; in 
the rock garden at Friar 
Dark, 259 
layering, 290 

propagating Hart’s-tongue, 119 
raising, 36 
seedling, 190, 564 
under glass. 119 
unhealthy, 18 

i Fioaria grandiflora. 273 i 
Figs dropping. 432 
in Northants, 464; in the open 
in Surrey ami Sussex, 422. 445 
pot. 168 

Filberts and Cobs, preserving. 650 
Fillingbam Castle, a note from, 
231. 293, 562 

Flax, the New Zealand, for tying, 
595; in Sutherland. 432 
Flesh, eating, 208 
Flour Eastoweet Roy. 436 
Flower borders, hardy, 235; iu 
July, 420 

garden, a substitute for, 473; 
garden. Briers in. 445; edg¬ 
ings, trials with, 309, 321 
notes, hardy. 17, 63. 196, 273, 306, 
377, 420. 462, 490, 543 
seeds, raising, 186 
the Cardinal, 18 
the Garland, 589 

Flowers, annual, loss of in 1917, 
390 

colours of. and bo-tan ists, 553 
cut, for the sick, 393' 
double v. single. 85 
early in 1917, 167 
Everlasting, for winter use, 23 
for border, 258 

hardy, among the, 36. 73, 105, 
181, 257, 285. 322. 367. 491. 522, 
559. 654; hardy, and greenery 
for winter, 151; hardy, notes 
on, 644 

on railway banks. 554,' 605 
showy autumn, 554 
some bee, 304 
spring, in Scotland, 58 
storm-proof. 566 
the music of wild, 319 
wild, in the Grass, 459 
Fly, the drone, 542 


Foam-flower, the, 247 
Food. a source of good. 338 
Dr. Woods Hutchinson on. 668 
how to save, 630 
production, 558 
production increase*!. 324. 530 
reformer, Bernard Shaw as a, 
529 

reformers, misleading, 248 
some Scotch, 272 
the best, of our islands, 680 
values, some, 248 
various, follies as to, 248 
wasted efforts about. 408 
Foods, canned, over-valuing, 641 
freak, 298 
uncooked, 582 
wild talk about, 436 
Forest, a sacred, in memory of 
soldieis, 434 

Forgcl-mc-not. the large native, 
as a cut flower, 393 
Forget-me-nots, 182 
Formalities and informalities. 

533 

Forsyth ia, 293 
intermedia, 220 
pruning, 254 
suspensa. 17, 188, 255 
Forsyth ins, pruning, 601 
Fothergiila major, 326 
Fothergillas, the, 353 
Fowls’ manure. 143 
Frame, the cold, and the allot¬ 
ment, 682 

France, a note from, 376 
rural, prosperity of, 352 
Francoa ramose. 490 
Fraxinus Mariesi, 654 
Ornus in Scotland, 508 
F l*©©** ia La F ranee. 115 
Fremont ia californica. 522 
Freshness, the essential. 534 
Friar Park, a note from, 145 
Friends, two, of the early year, 
237 

Fritillaria a urea, 286 
Front, from the, 584 
Frost, ©fleet of, on vegetation, 
190 

in 8.W. Scotland, 97 
severe, and green crops. 115 
the aftermath ol the. 129. 163; 
the. and Potato stocks, 170 
Fruit amt its effect, 62; am! veget¬ 
ables, bottles for preserving. 
520 

bad, the praise of. 534 
blossom in 1917, 365 
bottled. 656 
bottling facilities, 382 
catalogues. 626 
chilling, 74 

crops, small, in Scotland, 489 
dried, 408; dried, cooking, 500, 
dried, the value of,’380 
drying, sugarless, 352 
flavour in. 603 
gathering, 531 

growers and military service. 
558 

grawing, u forward movement. 
646 

iu small gardens. 658 
pests and the need for spray¬ 
ing. 406 

poor, experts and. 646 
preserving, 120; preserving and 
honey, 331 

preventing waste of. 520 
prospects, 432 • 

pulp, preserving, 194 
season, the. in Cornwall. 534 
shelter for. 516 
tree flowers in the house, 593 
trees. fertilising. 251; trees, 
grease-banding. 578; trees in 
bloom, protecting. 152; trees 
in Grass, 320; trees. ne\»l.v- 
planted. pruning. 100; trees 
not bearing. 404; trees on 
day soil. 513; trees on fence, 
202; trees on wall, growing, 
66. 280; trees or elimbeis for 
wooden fences, 677; trees, 
over-manuring, 431; trees, 
planting, 4, 606; trees, pro¬ 
tecting, 251; trees, root-prun¬ 
ing, 90, 604; trees, spraying, 
and bees. 278; trees, spraying, 
doubts as to, 168; trees, the 
blossom wilt and canker 
disease of, 693; trees, treat¬ 
ment of. 489; trees, wall, 
pruning, 626: trees, washes 
for, 312; trees, wi der spray¬ 
ing of, 199 
wild, 506 ' 

without sugar, bottling, 272 
Fruit-room. 676 
Fruits, acid in, 578 
and vegetables, dry surplus, 

534 

Fuchsia coccinea, 521 
conioa, 521 
corymbiflora, 521 
for sheltered corner, 215 
fulgens. 521 
globosa, 521 
gracilis, 521 
Kirki, 521 
macrofrtemma. 521 
M ine. Cornel iison, 515 
Mrs. Marshall. 608 
procumbent^ 521 
Kiccartoni, 521 
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Fuchsia species worth growing, 
521 

splendent, 521 
the Californian. 389 
triphylla, 521, 554 
Fuchsias, 224, 295 
from seeds, 556 

hardy. 508. 577; 1 lardy, at St. 
Mary’s Isle, 577; in winter. 
682 

on the greenhouse roof, 410 
Fuel-saving hay-box, 338 
Fungus on Potatoes, 176 
the etink-horn, 448 
Funkias, 698 


GALANTHUS Alleni, 223 
caucaeicue, 223 
Flwesi, 223 
Foeteri, 129, 223 
ikariie, 223, 258 
Imperati, 223 
latifoliue, 224 
Melvillei, 176 
plicatus, 224 

Hnltonia oandioans, 560. 645 
Harden, a herbaceous, in Oxford¬ 
shire, 431; a Kirkcudbright. 
507; a Stonecrop and House- 
leek, 657 
birds, 112 

cropping a. 112, 148 
design, barren, 162 
enemies, 118, 518 
food, gather young, 310 
paint in the, 266 
porch, (Iravctye, 7 
produce, surplus, disposing of, 
229 

refuse, 564 

rubbish, burning, 605 
seeds, economy in the use of, 
238 

soil, improving, 355 
the, and the wild garden, 447; 
the British flower, 591; the 
tame making wild. 687; 
vegetable economy in the, 
24; wild, notes from the. 322 
Hardener, the. at the front, 536 
Hardeners and national service, 
242 

the training of. 58. 116 
Hardening, architectural, in Ht. 
James's Park. 1 
in Jamaica. 613 
New Year, 676 
Paris market, 580 
Hardens, allotment, 300 
Hardens, arid Italian, 217 
house-top, 508 

school, treatment and cropping 
of, 138 

small fruit in. 658 
watercourses in, 47 
Garlic, 582 
Harrya elliptioa, 206 
Gas. acetylene, refuse oF, 278 
Gaultheria procumbent, 532 
trieophylla, 614 
Haylussacia brachysera, 531 
Gazan ia splendent, 554 
Genista. 662 
mantica. 477 
Gentian, a happy. 617 
in sandstone retaining trail, 617 
the Willow, 592 

Hentiana acaulis. 309; a., trans¬ 
planting, 592 
asclepiadea. 438 
Lawrencei, 187 
sino-ornata. 188. 617 
verna, 379; v., planting. 616 
Gemtianella. the, in a paved 
pathway, 613 

Gentianettc, the, 97. 501, 519 
Geranium anemamefoliuru. 348 
argenteum, 362 

Lowei. 347; L. and G. anemou- 
tefoliura, 375 
Walliehianum, 687 
Hellm Borisi, 664 
3! is. Bradshaw. 396 
rival©, Guildford variety, 670 
Rossi, 161 
Ginkgo biioba, 590 
Girasole, 642 
Gladioli. 323, 619 
failing. 158 

lifting and storing, 624 
Gladiolus armemacue. 74 
byzantinus, 37 
The Bride, 191; lifting, 438 
niadothamnus pyrolfeflorus. 362 
Hlasnevin, a note from, 293, 347 
Glasshouses, unheated. 178 
(Uaucidium palmatum, 8, 30, 57 
Glory-flower, the Chilian. 431 
of the Snow', Boissier's. 221 
Gloxinias, 192 

Goats and Runner Beans. 342 
Gooseberry bushes, caterpillars 
injuring, 312 
caterpillar, the, 152, 337 
Gretna Green. 558 
mildew, American. 4, 518 
Gooseberries and Currants, 294; 
ornamental flowering, 296 
dessert, 474 
for bottling, 665 
pruning, 13 
Gold Bud, the, 655 
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Gorse, seeds of, 296 
Gourd as a vegetable dish, 641 
the (treat, 641 
Gout, potted, 492, 680 
Graft, hybrid, a new. 91 
Grafting, 305 
wax. the finest, 312 
Grain, poisoned, the use of. 572 
Grape Grizzly Frontignan, 604 
Hyacinths, 347 
Madresfleld Court, 90 
thinning, 365 
Vines, 250 

Grapes in Constantinople, 464 
market, 603 
scalded, 443 
shanking, 460 
unsatisfactory, 41 
without fire heat, 614, 688 
Grass, Apples on. 334 
frui/b-trees in, 320 
Golden, 305 
of Parnassus, 676 
Pheasant .’e-tail, 389. 403, 605 
t he wild flowers in, 459 
Tulips in, 348 
Grasses, ornamental, 197 
(iravctye , lower lake, summer 
view, 153 

Gravy, savoury, 310 
Grease-banding fruit-trees, 578 
bands, 31, 604 
Greenhouse plants. 246 
the amateur’s', 410; the, over¬ 
crowding and over-heating, 
690; the warm, in winter, 64 
wall, climber, flowering, for, 581 
Green houses, shaded, 490 
Greens, winter, and the severe 
frost, 155; forcing of, 301; 
ground occupied with, 10; re¬ 
suscitated, 263; shifting to 
permanent quarters, 398; 
specialising in, 244 
Grevillea robueta, 158 
Grevilleas, the hardiest, 190 
Groats, savoury and eggs. 236 
Grouping, effective, in the her¬ 
baceous border, 565 
Grubs in Carrots, 666; in soil, 
370 

Gysophila doutifolia. 541 
double-flowered, 543 
paniculata from cuttings, 438 
Uypeophilas, 349 


H 

H ABENAKI A bifolia, 23 
the Butterfly, 23 
Haberleae and froet, 176 
II ah ranthas pratcnsxs, 43. 221, 243, 
267, 319, 390; p. in Suffolk, 243 
Ilabrothamnue aurantiacus, 85 
elegana, 85 
faeciculatus. 85 

Newelli, 85; N., a flowering 

shoot of, 85 
the. 29, 85 

II air bell, the Thyme-leaved, 131 
Ilalesia tetraptera. 433 
Hamamelis japonic®,, 71, 189 
mollis, 71, 189 
the. 71 
vernal is. 71 
virginica. 71. 189 
Harden bergia monopliylla. 192 
Haricot cookery, 408 
the Dutch, 630 
Hart’s-tonguee, frilled, 224 
Hatfield Bouse, notes from, 135 
Hay-box, fuel-saving, 338 
Heath garden, plants and shrubs 
for. 643 

St. Dabeoc's, 628 
the alpine forest, new varieties 
of. 81; the Connemara, in Sep¬ 
tember. 515; the Connemara, 
in the house. 693; Mediter¬ 
ranean. 313; the Portuguese, 
613 

Heaths, tall, of S. Europe. 335; 
intact after severe winter, 
335; taller, pruning, 361 
Hedge, an evergreen, 650 
Hedges, Yew and Box, bare at 
the bottom, 471 

Hcdysarum multijugum. 83. 129 
Heleniurn autumnal© superbum, 
584 

pumiltim for cutting. 480 
Riverton Gem. 501. 544 
Heliantherfium amabile fl.-pl., 687 
Fire Ball. 381 
Miss Mould. 381 
surrejanum. 460. 654 
11 el ia nth emu ms. 350 
Helianthus Soleil d’Or. 543 
Heliopeie ecabra gratissima. 553 
Heliotrope, the winter. 130; not 
hardy, 81 

Heliotropes from seed, 142 
tall. 649. 662 

Helleborus niger nngustifolius. 
161 

llelxine Solieroli, 608, 625, 664 
Hemerooallis disticha plena, 645 
Hemp, the African. 295 
Be pat ica, the blue ( (Jravctyc ). 
285 

triloba Iilaeinn grandiflora, 207 
Uepat icas, the, 187 
"eracleum pyrenaicum. 362 


Herb-growing for cottagers, 244, 
397 

Herbs, 411 
Heiioheros. 437 
Hexaoentris mysorensis, 581 
Hickory, the shell bark. 117 
Hillbrook Place, notes from. 334. 

376; the flower garden at, 63 
Hippeastrum reticulfttum, 556 
Hippeoetrums. 102 
seedling, raising, 387 
llippophas rhamnoides, 577 
Hive, winter in a. 548, 560 
lloe, the, when to use, 247 
Hollies, cutting down, 387 
pruning, 68 
tender. 217 
the, 45 • 

Holly from berries, growing, 17, 
698 

Hollyhocks and the disease, 560 
Honesty in winter, 196 
Honey, 134 
Balm, the, 257, 306 
extracting, 373 
Heather. 356 
ripe and unripe, 441 
ripened, 697 
v. sugar. 208 

Honeysuckle, the French, 83; 

the Trumpet. 375 
Honeysuckles, the. 532 
Hop manure, 509, 553, 698 
as a vegetable, 120 
Hops, spent, value of, 327 
Horse Chestnut, 487; the Indian, 
405 

Hotbed, making a, 68 
Hoteia japonica, 376 
Hothouses and the war, 58, 152 
Hound ’e-tongue, the Chinese, 501, 
571, 601; in u bed of Roses, 
571 

House sparrow—that rat of the 
air, 333 

top gardens, 508 
Hoy a failing to flower, 640 
Huber, the blind bee-keeper, 596 
Hybrid, a new graft, 91 , 

Hydrangea arborescene grandi¬ 
flora, 474 

Bretechneideri, 190, 381 
paniculata, 548; p. grandiflora, j 
517; p. grandiflora, large , 
heads of. 504 
treatment of. 490, 504 
Hydrangeas, blue, 32 
Hydrangeas in Cornwall, 459 
Hypericum Androecemiun, 487 
Cor is, 130 
leave rub rum, 175 
lyeimaohioides, 501 
nummulariirai, 16, 70 
patulum Henryi, 117, 476 
Hutchineia alpina, 691 
llutchinsia alpina in Mr. F. J. 
Banbury's rock garden at 
Brockhurst, East Olrimtcad, 
691 

Hypericum rejytans, 691 


ICE plant, tlie, as a vegetable, 
194 

Ilex Aquifolium, 46 
oornuta, 46 
crenata, 46 
dipyrena, 46 
integra, 46 
latifolia. 46 
opaca, 46 
Pernyi, 46 
plaityphylla, 46 
verticillata, 46 
lllicium, 283 

floridanum flowering shoots of, 
283 

parviflorum, 283 
religioeum, 283, 320 
Incarvillea brevipee, 406. 432; in 
Hr. Wallis’s garden, East 
Grinstead, 406 

Delavayi, 389; from seed, 340 
Olgae, 541 
lneorne-tax, 350 
Indigofera amblyantlia, 353 
decora alba, 353 
Kirilowi, 353 

Indigoferas, the, for late flower¬ 
ing, 353 

Insect pests and hard winters, 
504 

Insects in fruit wall. 513 
Intercropping. 124, 411 
Inula Oculue-Christi, 501 
Ionopeiditim aoaule. 553 
Ipomsea alatipes, 149 
BorsfaUi re, 149 
Lean, 149 
purpurea, 182 
mbro-coerulea, 149 
Thompeoniana. 149 
lpomaeas. 149 
Iris Cantab. 203 
ehrysognaphis, 375 
fimbriata. 186 
for wafer-side, 488 
german ica. 378 
groc Ripen, 480 

hisfrioides major. 246; at Lib 
ford Ball, 246; flowers of, in | 
a vase, 247 i ihiiisn 


Iris. Japanese group of purple, 
Sheffield Bark, 505 
laevigata, 375 
ochrolenca, 1 
oriental 16 , 459 
pal 8 B 0 tina. 2. 663 
Rembrandt. 349 

reticulata, 203, 258; r. Krelagei, 
121 

i*etroflexa. 187 
Rosen bash iana. 462 
Siberian, the improved forms 
of, 348 
sibirica, 378 

stylosa, 15, 255, 279; in N. 

London. 625; not flowering, 
186 

the Algerian. 15, 279 
the Gold-netted and Corylopsin 
pauciflora, 337; netted, and 
its use in the house, 245; 
Snake’s-head, 279; Tangier©, 
122 , 166 
tingitana, 166 
tuberosa, 279 
unguicularis, 82 

Irises, bulbous, 542; planting, 491 
Flag, 373; Flag or Bearded, 258 
Spanish, for cutting, 75; for 
pots, 682 

the newer Bearded or Flag. 447 
leaf- is glauca, 541 
Lxias in the open in Scotland, 
255, 375 


J ACOBINI AS, 133 

Jalap plant, the. 1, 541, 565. 675 
Jam-making. 260 
sugarless. 450 

Jamaica, gardening in, 613 
Jasmine, forcing the winter, 545 
the white, pruning. .552 
yellow, as a pot plant, 196 
Jasmines, the hardy, 132 
Jasminum Beesiauum, 132, 203, 
232 

floridum, 132 
f rut icons, 132 

nudiflorum, 132; early blooming 
of, 651; pruning, 278 
officinale, 132, 164 
primulinum, 132 
revel u turn, 132 
Walliehianum, 132 
Jonquils, 293 
Judas-tree, the, 336 
Juglans Sieboldiana, 616 
Juniper, the chequer-barked, 589 
Jtmipenis Cedrus. 589 
pachyphleea, 589 

J untie i a cornea, treatment of, 40 


K 


KALANCHCE flammea. 295 
Kale, 10 

Kales, planting late, 510 
two hardy, 424 
Kalmia angustifoliac 532 
latifolia, 628 
Kerria japonite, 364 
the, 608 

K©w\ flower gardening at, 147 
Kingcup, the Pontic, and its 
various uses. 395; and Wood¬ 
ruff, 521 ;in garden tank, 395; 
in wet ditch, 397 
7\ irengeshoma palmaAa, 655 
Kitchen auxiliaries. 155 9 

Kitchen garden, war economy in 
the, 424 

Knap Hill, from, 231 
Kniphophias, 571 
Knotweed, the big. 522 
Kohl Rabi, cooking, 582, 668 


LABRADOR Tea, 532 
Laburnum branches dying, 202 
the flowering of, 364 
Lachenalias, 536 

Lady's Slipper, a, in Russia.. 541 
Lageretrcemia indioa, 502, 576 
Lamb’s Lettuce, 260 
Lamium Orvala, 279 
Land, cultivating vacant, 76 
Landscape painting, 319 
Langford, notes from, 678 
Lapageria failing, 238 
in a pot, 552 
out-of-doors, 142 
Lapagerios. 608 
in the West of Scotland, 589 
Larix occiden tal is, 608 
the Western American, 608 
Lathy rut grandiflorus, 323 
Laurel, Alexandrian, the name, 
15, 59; under Apple-trees, the, 
99; with Pampas, in the 
house, the. 75 
sheep, 532 


the Spurge, 243 
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Laurels, (mitiug hack, 600 
LaurustLnus, the, 665 
Lavemler, 687 
failing to bloom, 112 
propagating. 576 
Law— 

Bees swarming, who may claim 
them. 441 

“ Compensation to tenants 
when dispossessed.” 12 
Seed Potato prices, 498 
Trees overhanging garden, 77 
Lawn, improving a. 8 
Moss in. 686 
mowers, discarded, 148 
mowings, 342 
returflng, 143 
weeds in. 174, 537 
Lawns, 286 
as meadows. 438 
Leafage diseased, 387 
Leaf-mould, 670 
Leeks, 37, 62, 174, 263, 398 
a continental method of blanch¬ 
ing. 570 

autumn-sown, 383 
bottled. 450. 478 
Leiophyllum buxifolium, 532 
Lemons, 630 
Lenten Lilies. 217 
Lentil Verte du Pay, 180 
Lentils. 656 
and Rice savoury, 248 
Leepedeza Sieboldi, 628 
Lesson, a, of the year, 217 
Lettuce, 61. 394 
early, 366 

Leuoojum autiunnale, 670 
vernum, 161; var. Vagneri, 175 
Leu cot ha* Catesbcei. 532 
Lew is La Howelli, 474 
Lewieioe, 589 
lost, 553 

Leyoesteria formosa. 473 
Libonia floribimda, 69, 192 
Lilac Francisque Morel. 319 
the white. 305 

Lilacs, double-flowered white. 347 
the. 579 

Lilford Kali. Peaches on open 
walls at, 566 

Lilies and Hyacinth us candicane, 
442 

Arum, 86. 608 

(’•ape, in half shade, 565 

Eucharis, 192 

of the Valley, 591; for the wild 
garden, 559 
Plantain. 182 

to endure in garden soil, 679 
Tiger, 437 

Lilium auratum in pots, 535; 
in the open, 571; potting, 128 
candidum, 438; and disease, 421 
Henryi. 487; in Perthshire, 522 
Mart-agon, 438 
neilgherronse. 544 
regale, 601, 625; in Scotland, 584 
speciosum failing, 655 
Lily of the Valley bed, weed in, 
636; failing. 387. 682; forcing. 
682; for the wild garden, 529; 
with small flowers, 564 
Fire, 319 

Kaffir, growing, 1 
Madonna, failing, 304 
Scarborough, 270; treatment of, 
649 

Scarlet Mariposa, 51 
the African, 490; in two dif¬ 
ferent makes of tub, 181. 
the blue African, in N. Wales, 
589 

Turk’s Cap, 438 
Lime for Plums, 646 
fruits, fresh, 366 
in the vegetable garden, 25 
on new ground, 580 
Limnanthes Douglasi, 345 
Linaria alp in a-, 369 
Lithoepermum prostration, 280. 
480 

Lithoepermums apparently dead, 
259 

Lobelia cardinal is. 18 
Loganberries failing, 475 
propagating. 331 
Loganberry", the. 48, 352, 408. 531. 
570. 578, 618, 646 
inferior to good Raspberries, 
692 

Lonicera ciliosa, 354 
et rosea, 99 
fragrantissima, 376 
Maacki. 613 
sempervirens. 375 
tragophylla, 389 
Loropetalum chinense, 163 
Loculia gratiesima. 72, 98; 

flowers of, dropping, 55; in¬ 
creasing, 191 

Lupin, the white, dropping its 
flowers, 328, 368 
Lupins, 395 

Lupin us arboreus, 136 
nootkatensis, 207 
Lycaete Hkinneri, growing, 74 
Lychnis Walkeri, 166 
Vieearia eplendens fl.-pl., 675 
Lvcopodium dendroideum, 541, 
565 

Lyeoris, growing. 543 
Lyre-flower, the, in Hcotland, 267 
Lysichitum cam tscha tense, 396, 
417, 446 /~> 


M 

MAGNOLIA Campbelli, 262 
oonspicua, 262 
cord-ata, 262 
grandiflora, 615 
Kobus, 262 
Lennei, 262 
obovata, 262 

; parvi flora. 333, 423. 445, 473; in 
Japanese vase, 353 
salic ifolia, 262 
BouL&ngeana, 262; nigra, 473 
«tel lata, 262 
the evergreen, 615 
treatment of, 313 
Magnolias, some early-flowering. 
262 

Maiden-hair-tree, the. 590 
Maize-flour cooking. 380 
meal cake. Canadian. 534 
or Sugar Corn. 288 
Mangold Wurzel cookery, 394 
Manure, artificial, for light soil, 
125 

care of, 239 
for Tomatoes, 457 
liquid, 108; for fruit-trees in 
winter, 55 

poultry, for Potatoes, 125 
question, the. 494 
tlie misuse of, in fruit culture. 
404, 432 

Manures, artificial. 60 
two excellent, 424 
Maples, two attractive, 626 
Marguerites, 33 
keeping, 624 
Marigold, the pot, 690 
Marrow jam. 492 
the, cus a fowl. 478 
Marrows and Gourds for winter, 
408 

early, under glass, 534 
failing, 434 
for winter use, 86 
murdering the, 506 
some Vegetable, 366 
i storing, 478 

May-flower, the, in Surrey, 267 
I Mazua Pumilio, 593 
Maxillaria lepidofa, 23 
Meadow Rue, a, in August. 473 
Meals, two, a day sufficient. 150, 
208 

Mealy-bug on Vines, 234 
| Meatless day nonsense, 104 
I or flesh less. 180 

Meconopsis cambrica, 348 
i integrifolia. 306 
simplicifolia. 407 
Medinilla amabilis, 72 
Curtiei, 72 
magniflea, 72 
Medinillas, the, 72 
Medlar jelly, 618 
Medlars, gathering, 606 
I Melittis Melisophyllum . 257, 306 
Melons doing badly, 489 
early, 212, 294 
1 in pits, canker in, 558 

Mesem b r y anthem u m u n c i u a 1 11 m, 
! 130 

Mezereon, the, 243 
Mice, garden, 426 
Middlesbrough, a note from, 333 
, Mignonette destroyers. 529 
failing, 442 
Milkwort, the, 675 
I Mimulus Burneti, 462 

cardinalis for the greenhouse, 
102 

radioans, 645 
Mirabelle, the, 558 
Mock Oranges, the. 249 
Monkshoods in the wild garden. 
176 

1 Monmouth, a note from, 255 
Montbrctia crooosimteflora. 247 
Montbretias. 487, 508 
dividing, 629 
i failing, 698 
1 Moon Daisies, 209 
Moss in lawn, 686 
litter for manure.' 288 
Moth, death's-head, caterpillar 
of, 519 

the vapourer, 505 
Moths, 406 

Mount Usher, Co. Wicklow, a 
view in the gardens at, 47 
Mulching, advantage of, 382 
Mushrooms, 9 
and maggots. 552 
in field, growing, 92 
, Musk, the true fragrant, 448 
Mussel-scale on Apple-trees, 666 
on Pear shoots. 688 
Myrtle. Band, 532 
the Crape, 502 


N 


Narcissus Florence Pearson, 396 
Leedsi White Queen, 307 
minimus, 218. 247 
pallidug prsecox. 217. 258 
poeticus ornatus fl.-pl., 305 
prinoepe. 306; and N. Empress, 
267 

Sir Watkin, 255 
Van Waveren’s Giant, 341 
W. P. Milner. 255 
Nasturtium the Flame. 487; 
missing, 417 

Nasturtiums, soil for. 173 
Tom Thumb, 541, 572 
Nectarines, snails destroying, 
401 

Neillia T orreyi, 627 
Nelumbium epeciosum, Mr, R. 
Farrer on, 175 

Nephrolepis. the finer forms of, 
593 

Nerine filifolia minor. 541 
Fothergilli, 553 
Netting, preserving. 41 
Nettles as food. 120 
New England, from, 362 
New Zealand, Apples in. 692 
Newtowns from Virginia. 48, 352 
Nicotiana Bander© in the green¬ 
house, 162 • 

Nierembergia rivularis. 308 
Nigellas for cutting, 210 
Nitrate of soil a and sulphate of 
ammonia-, using, 268 
Noccsea alpina-. 69i 
Nonsense, informal, 43 
meatless day, 104, 134, 150 
Norfolk Biffins, 642 
Notes. Californian. 445 
Notospartium Carmichael he, 418. 
431 

Nursery, the good, and its pro¬ 
pagator, 267 

Nut leaves, injury to, 387 
the Pecan, 236 
Nuts, 570 

arc in season, 606 
as food, 546 
how to store. 570 
Sapuoaia, 298 

Nymph ©as, the hardy, 560 


Digitized I 


/ > poill 
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NAMES, English, please. 

must stay. 651 
Narcissi and Primroses. 293 
in herbaceous borders, 294 
Italian, hybrid. 339 
transplanting, 543 
Narcissus Buttercup, 306 
cernuus plenus, 300 
>uble White. 221 


601 ; 


OAK, the Lebanon, 17 
Oaks, evergreen. 71, 607 
Oat cakes, 150; in praise of, 134 
Oatmeal and bread, 394; cheese, 
120; its right use, 6 
bread, 310 

good, and its cooking, 74 
porridge—the Scotch way, 74 
revived, 166 

the Telegraph on, 104; use and 
misuse of, 338 
Oats, autumn-sown, 146, 162 
winter. 134 
Obituary— 

Hemeley, Alfred, 112 
Ross, Charles, 112 
Marshall, Mr. William, 

636 

Moore, Mrs., of Glaenevin, 254 
Schneider, Mr. Georges, 27 
Smith, Worthington G., 624 
Vilmorin, Mons. Philippe de, 
415 

(Enothera Aren del, 407 
coBepitosa, 461 
macrocarp a, 629 
mexicana, 687 
missouriensis, 417. 431 
Oleander, pruning the, 457 
with dirty leaves, 55 
Oleanders. 527 
Olive oil, more, 324, 476 
Omphalodes cappadocica, 279 
Lucilise. 425, 449 

Onion beds, using, a second year, 
580 

Brown Globe, 314 
Crimson Globe. 104 
maggot, the, 454 
mildew, the, 572 
seeds under glass, sowing. 41 
sets, 38. 170. 176; failure of, 287 
the Tree. 260, 314; Welsh, 310 
White Lisbon, 112 
Onions. 10, 104. 383 
and frost, 582 
autumn-sown, 211. 424 
failing. 454 
for seed, 254 
large, for keeping. 301 
lifting, 510 

on new ground. 424, 466 
pickling, and Chives, 260 
sowing. 499 
storing, 555 
treatment of. 287 
Ononis rotnndifolia, 637, 670 
Orache, 656 

Orange Ball-tree, the, in Scot¬ 
land. 389 

the hardy, 363, 653: a group of, 
365; as a fence plant, 407 ; 
flowering shoots of. in a vase, 
363; flower, the Mexican. 130, 
255; at Monreith, 381; Navel. 
212 

Orchard, a cider, in Sussex. 595 
a neglected, 432 
Cider, in Daffodil time, 595 
trees, 124 


Orchards, 130 
undercropping in. 199 
Orchid, the Madeira, 146; in Nor¬ 
folk. 82 

Orchis foliosa, 146, 361; in Nor¬ 
folk. 82 

maculata superba, 136 
Oreooome Candollei. 445 
Oreeitrophe rupifraga, 243 
Origanum Diotamnue, 658 
Osinanthus Delavayi, 451; llower¬ 
ing shoots of, in Chinese vase, 
451; Busses, 453 
Osteomeles anthyllidifolia. 19 
Oetroweyka magniflea, 203 
Oxalis Aeetosella. 305 
enneaphylla, 340. 361. 449; in 
Mr. Elliott's nursery at 
Stevenage, 449 
lohata. 8 
lutea, 565 
versicolor, 188 

Oxfordshire, a herbaceous garden 
in, 431 

Oxy tropic, 333 


PJEONIA Esperanoe, 361. 403 
Philomel©, 368 

PsBonies. herbaceous, at railway 
station gardens. 361 
Tree, grafting, 348 
Paaony. the Tree, increasing, 629 
Paint in the garden. 266 
Palm in cold room, 690 
unhealthy, 600 
watering a, 80 

Pampas Grass, keeping. 542; the, 
652; in midwinter. 105 
Pansies failing, 345; Tufted. 136, 
285; coddling, 604; liming, 349 
Pansy, ex-Lord Mayor, an, and 
the, 146 

La Lorraine on rock garden, 
357 

Tufted, Ariel, in bronze bowl, 
545 

Tuft-ed, Swan. 645 
Pa paver atlanticum, 604 
umbrosum, 64 

Paper, glazed, and small-type 
books, 280 

Paradise stock, the, increasing. 
578 

Parlour Palm, repotting the, 498 
Parnassia paluetris, 676 
Paronychia capitata, 489 
Par rot ia persiea, 217 
Parsley, 139 

and Bulbs in window-box, 196 
for winter. 582 
grow plenty of. 245 
Parsnip soup, 606 
the value of the. 194 
I Parsnips. 180 
and Leeks, 194 
i cankered, 636 

liftipg early, the fallacy of, 632 
the cultivation of. 263 
Pasque-flower, Sussex, 183; t lie. 
at Kirkcudbright, 300; in 
Hants, 309 

Passiflora coorulea, 628 
Patriotism and Potatoes. 244 
Pavia macrostachya, 487 
Pe-Tsai, 606; or Chinese Cabbage, 
558 

Pea Gladstone, 139 
Prince of Wales, 481 
Sharpe’s Triumph, 478 
the Shamrock. 295; in house, 
April. 295; Sugar. 194 
tree. the. 616 

Peach blossom, spray of, in 
Japanese flower-jar, 593 
double-flowered, fruiting. 218 
Dumond in frail in the open 
air at Lilford Hall, 567 
Hale's Early, 582 
house, management of, 234 
leaves, injury to, 317 
the home of the, 473 
tree in greenhouse, 588 
trees crowded, 168; disbudding, 
359; lifting, 564; outdoor, nn- 
l nailing. 112; Peaches and 

I Apricots, failure of, 488; Nec¬ 

tarines, 234; outside. 596 
Peaches at Lilford on open walls. 
566 

flowering. 189 
mildewed. 498 
on walls at Lilford. 651 
on walls in Scotland, 626, 688 
pruning, 27 
stone-splitting in. 390 
Pear A chan, 680 
Besi cle St. Agil, 3 
Catiline, 668 
Cornice in Devon, 680 
Conference, 49. 658; on the 

Grass, 49 

Hansel's Bergamot of flue 
quality, 199 
leaves, spots on, 429 
Marie Louise, 656 
' Passe Colmar, 4, 50 
i shoots, mussel-scale on, 688 
i tree, an old, 152; leaves, fun¬ 
gus oil. 382; not fruiting. 531 
1 slug, the, 448. 542 

trees for autumn tints, 601 
| neglected, pruning. 70: not 

bearing, 280, 588; on walls. 70; 
WiiiiamV Bon Chretien, 558, 568 
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Pears, 676 
liad, 630 
bursting, 475 
(cooking, 130, 260 
cracked. 552. 576 
grafting, 578 
notes on. 676 
on White Thorn, 677 
planting, 100 
spotted, 614 
stewing, 49 
Peas. 125 

and Beans. 222; for winter nee. 
45, 86; and Potatoes, early 
cultivation of, 108; ami Run¬ 
ners without stakes, 104; 
seeds from birds, protecting, 
202 

attention to late, 434 
dwarf, 170 
early, 76 

English, cooking. 394 
for a late crop, 326 
for forcing. 10 

in autumn, sowing, 10; 
in trenches, growing. 266; in 
wide drills, sowing, 145 
late. 620 
maincrop. 170 
mildewed, 454 
preparation for, 44 
raised in pots. 198 
sowing too early, 38 
staking, 211 

Peas. Sweet, 105, 106. 300; plant- 
out the earliest batch, 215 
Peat, using, 560 

Pecan, the, 180; Paper-shelled 
Nuts (life size) of, 180 
Pecans in April, 222 
Pelargonium Rollieon’e Unique, 
321 

•tricolor, 321 

Pelargoniums. Cactus - flowered 
Zonal, 295 
early-flowering, 210 
for winter flowering, 266 
pink, and rain, 544 
Zonal, 179, 340, 556; and Fuch¬ 
sias, potting, 68 

Pentetemon rupicola a hardy 
plant, 282 

Pentstemone from seed, 507 
young, best. 480 
Perfume in the greenhouse, 238 
Periwinkle, the lesser, 515 
Pernettyas. the, in Scotland, 364 
Persia. Sherbet in. 394 
Petoeites frag cans, 130 
Fhacelia campanularia, 72, 97, 
112, 507, 519 
con gee ta. 72 
divaricata, 72 
Parry i. 72 
tanacetifolia, 73 
viooida, 7-3 
Wliitlavia, 73 
Phaoeliac, the, 72 
Phallus impudicane, 448 
Pheasants and Crocuses. 188 
Philadelphus corona rius, 250 
Falconer!, 250 
Gordonianus, 250 
gnandiflorus, 250, 423 
nirsutus, 250 
latifolius. 250 
Leuioinei, 250 

Lemoinei purpiircu-muculal us, 
615 

Magdalente, 250 
me xi ca n us. 250 
microphyllus, 250, 423 
Sat6umi, 405 
the. 249 
Virginal. 362 

Vote Lactec- in Dr. Wallis’s 
garden at East Gr instead, 
531 

Yokohama. 405 
Philesia huxifolia, 376. 459 
Phlox Jocelyn. 57 
Jules Verne, 522 
auffrutiooea, 347 
Phloxes, alpine, increasing. 359 
dwarf herbaceous, 87 
failing, 457 

herbaceous, and the weather. 
508 

Phyllocaoti, 340 
Phyealis Bunyard i, 462 
Physostegios, the. 340 
Pioea Amerika, 5 
Pie, humble, 284,/ 

Pier is japonica. 234; propagat¬ 
ing. 282 

Pile wort, fl owe rs of the, in a 
bronze haul, 273 
part of a (/roup of, 274 
the Groat, 273 
Pimpernel, the Italian, 553 
Pine, Coulter’s, 17 
Prince’s, the, 532 
Pink, a new hybrid, 279 
Pinks, Allwood's hybrid, 555 
alpine, in the moraine garden. 
425 

Indian, 122 

Perpetual-flowering, 555 
Pinue Ooulteri, 17. 43 
Piitfcoeporum, 177 
Coleneoi, 177 
eugenioides, 177 
Mayi, 177 
nig rescene, 177 
Tobira, 177 
undulatum, 203 
Planet, Jim., cultivators, 229 


I Plant, a good greenhouse, 280; 
room, 393 

collector, a, in China, 479, 637 
diseases, 382 

names, needless changes of, 

, 613 

seedlings, hardy. 165 
Planting, town, shrubs and trees 
for. 532 

Plants and shrubs for heath I 
garden. 643 
backward, 368 

beautiful hardy, naturalised, 
378, 407 

bedding, failures among, 207 
border, winter protection of, 

274 

cutting down stove. 410 
edging for a Rose bed, 508; 

for greenhouse stages. 224 
effective hardy, 378 
English names of, 625 
tine, in a southern garden. 88 
flower garden, 636 
for angles of walls, 527; green¬ 
house, 150 ; for walls, 68; name 
and treatment of same, 128; 
for post, packing, 419; for 
stone edging, 73; wall, 658 
from nurseries, ordering. 544 
gDod, of northern regions, in¬ 
troducing 613 

greenhouse, notes on. 210. 246. 
321, 608 

hardwooded greenhouse, 639 
hardy, and the weather. 396; in 
tuba. 461; staking, 308, 438 
herbaceous, in the wild 
garden. 403 

in bloom at Bettws-y-Coed, 651; 

in the herbaceous border. 480; 

, in* the house, watering, 435 
obtrusive hardy. 678 
of northern regions, introduc¬ 
ing. 565 

pot. watering, 32 
reappearance of, 445 
rock, 657; for autumn flower¬ 
ing. 409 
some wall, 351 
storm-proof, 515 
the older stove, 192 
to grow under greenhouse 
stage, 662 
tub. 322 

under greenhouse stage, 158; 

under tall trees, 13 
weakly, manuring. 149 
window, at Moniaive, 115; 
watering. 337 
Platycodon Mariesi. 136 
Plum and Pear trees, neglected, 

16 

aphides, 117 
Coe's Golden Drop, 578 
! Kirke’s. 546 

Heine Claude de Bavay, 596 
| seedling Victoria. 280 
the Cherry. 293, 547, 594 
tree, treatment of, 70 
trees growing too strongly, 101; ' 
not bearing, 320 
I Plumbago capeneis. 556 
Lament®, 340, 625 
Plume. 312, 680 

and Pears for a north wall. 674 
for dwarf walls, 90 
lime for, 646 
planting. 604 
silver-leaf in, 387, 505 
some market. 452 
to eat without sugar, 578 
Poinsett ia, the double, 98 
Poinsettiae, 167 

Polyanthuses and Pansies after 
•the frost, 146 
and Primroses, 689 
Polygala Ohameebuxus, 664; 0. 
purpurea, 675 

Polygonum polyetachyuui, 637 
Polypodies, 270 
Pomelo©, the, 48, 69 
Pond mud, 154 
scum on, 331 

side. a. in Narcissus time. 339 
w'eed, flie Canadian, 232; the 
Cape, 15 

Poppies, dwarf Oriental, 334 
Held, 196 

fine Oriental, 347 
Oriental, failing. 396 
the alpine. 52. 90 
Poppy, a hybrid. 389 
Porch, the garden. 7 
Potash and Potatoes. 530, 568 
from bracken. 662 
Potato and Beetroot jam, 194 
British Queen. 139. 424 
blossoms, 394 
Champion, 139 

cooking, an Irishman on, 520; 
Irish, 558 

disease, 481, 530; and spraying 
against, 239; detection and 1 
treatment, 554; prevented by 
deep planting, 555, 590, i 

spreading, 509 
Dunnottar Castle, 450. 558 
enthusiasts, 69 
Great Boot, 108 

growing, 60; amateur, 176; unci 
labour, 15 

in dispraise of the, 86. 120. 150 i 
King Edward VII., 194, 520, 558, 
l 582 

My alt's Prolific, 301 


Digitized by 


Google 


Potato Ninetyfold, 92 
notes, 434. 494. 642 
outlook, the. 453 
planting, 245 
seed, sprouting. 80 
selection, a Scottish gardener's, 
25 

sets, rooted, 590 
Sharpe’s Express, 481 
substitutes, 208 

the—an overvalued tuber. 570: 
and better things. 422; as 
food, 194; overvalued. 380; 
■poor. 506; Rambler. 411 
Potatoes, 166, 239. 383. 594 
and disease, 397; and the war. 
169 

artificial manure for, 143 
colour ami flavour in, 492 
cutting over the tops, 424 
diseased, 154, 236, 632 
early, 454 

early or late, 120, 211; Radishes, 
and Lettuces in frames, 153 
faehiou6 in. 198 
flavour in, 520 

for bread, 534; forcing under 
glass, 24; seed, 198 
fungus on, 176 
immune, 527 
injury to, 159 

lifting, 466, 555; and storing. 
530 

new varieties of, 342 
on Uoree land, 170. 188 
on Grass land, 37; on meadow' 
land, planting, 108; on new 
allotments. 107; on the same 
plot year after year. 25, 108 
planting, 77. 80, 653, 662 
preparing land for, 13 
quality in. 107 
sale of. for eating. 683 
seed, 9. 137; cutting, 80. 301; 
hints on purchasing, 91 : 
ordering. 509; retail prices of, 
60: sprouted v. unsprouted. 
198 

short-topped, 138 

should they be earthed up? 411 

small, 34 

some coloured, 314 
spraying. 287. 291, 355. 401. 590, 
652, 653, 683 
spraying, or not? 510 
sprouting of late, 263 
storing, 466, 510, 555, 609. 632 
sulphate of ammonia for, 345 
the need for overhauling. 570; 

storage of, 620; waste of, 558 
to save, 236, 338 
-treatment of ground for, 154 
wart disease of, 392, 590, 620; 
Order of 1917, 125 
Potentilla aurea, 463; in Mr. 
11 anbury's yarden at East 
(’ir instead, 463 
Friedrichseni, 515 
fruticoea, 405 
Tonguei, 553 

Poterium oblusum, 81, 459, 544 
Pot iron rouge. 62. 86 
Potting composts, 245, 270 
P rati a angulata. 487 
Primrose, the double Sulphur, 
242 

Primroses Polyanthus, sweet- 
scented, 293 
the Gape, 536 
under glass, 577 
wild, early-blooming. 231 
Primula Auricula ami P. rosea, 
333 

Bulleyana, 89 
c&pitata, 90 
cashmeriana, 307 
Cockburniana, 90 
denticulate,, 90. 175; in bloom, 
625; pots. 295 
farinoea. 90 
floribunda, 33 
Forresti. 131, 305. 339 
Gloire de Nancy, and P. La 
Lorraine. 231 
helodoxa. 613 
hybrid, 488 

Julice, 162. 265; and Anemone 
blanda. 293; flowering, 1 
Litton iana. 131 

malacoidee, 116; alba plena. 
116 

membranifolia. 97 
bboonica, 80; rosea for cutting, 
337 

Poisson i. 375 
pulverulenta. 90 
rosea, 219. 297 
Kibthorpi. 299 

Kieboldi Magenta Queen, 323 
sikkimensis, 90, 182 
etellata. 81 

the Double White, 224 
Veitchi, 90 
verie, 377 

verticil lata-, 81, 150 
visooea, 90; hybrids, 271 
vitiate. 97 
Winteri, 69 
Primulas, hardy, 89 
treatment of, 640 
Privet, the vile odour of, 59 
Produce, big, 225 
Prop bet-flower, the. 305; increas¬ 
ing. 122, 146 

Prostanthera laekmthos. 547 
Prune, the. 606 


Prunes, dried, 422 
Pruning, early v. late, 50 
P run us oerasifera, 293, 547 
microlepis. 29 

per sit a maynifica, flowering 

branch of, 189 
Pissardi fruiting. 487 
Sargent i. 336 

Pulmonaria anguetifolia azurea. 
255 

Pul monarias, 274 
i Pumpkin'cookery, 20 
pie. 642 

Pumpkins. 534, 600 
PyroLa, 532 
Pyrus floribunda, 279 
Folgneri, 43 

japonica jelly, 618; the while, 
1 313 

Maiue floribunda, 516 


Q 


QUERCUS acuta, 607 
agrifolia, 607 
alnifolia, 607 
chrysolepis, 607 
coco if era, 607 
cusp id at a, 607 
densiflora. 607 
glabra. 607 
Ilex, 607 
Libani, 17 
Mirbecki, 132 
phillyrseoides, 607 
Saber, 607; Suber at Aligns, 
Essex, 607 
Vibraya.na, 607 
Wielenzii, 607 
Quince, the, 626 


R 


RADISH tops. 180 
Kadiumising, 678 
Railway banks, flowers on. 554 
Ramon dia and drought, 675 
Raoulia australis, 691 
australis a hardy plant. 18B 
Raspberries. 51, 390, 436. 484, 677 
cutting back. 80 
newly-planted. 3, 186 
notes on, 502 
Scotch, 453 
treatment of. 317 
Raspberry Bramble hybrids, 3 
Desire Bruneau, 422 
leaves diseased, 370 
Recipes, Italian, for food re¬ 
formers, 641 
seasonable, 582 

Reed, the common, a use for, 151: 
protecting old darn—winter 
effect, 151 

Reformer, a, reforming, 692 
Keinwardtia trigyna. 30, 70 
Renfrew, the New Zealand Flax 
ill, 432 

Khamnus Frangula. 100 
Rhodanthe Mangles), 583, 601 
Rhodanthes, 86 
for the house, 519, 545 
Rhodothamnufi Chamteoistus, 84 
Rhododendron, a bright, in the 
house. 381 

Ascot Brilliant in bronze vase, 
381 

dahuricum, 32 
ferrugineum prteoox, 204 
in pot not flowering. 72 
occidental©. 465; sprays of, in 
Japanese vase, 465 
pra;cox, 30. 162. 296 
Yunnanense. 5; Ywnnancnse, 
I a roup of, in a Sussex yarden, 

I 5 

Rhododendrons, greenhouse, 283 
in woodland shade. 347 
three attractive dwarf, 293 
Rhubarb. 215, 342. 653 
a caution. 150 
bottled, 594 
deteriorating, 27 
in France, 352, 422 
leaves, poisoning by. 29B 
poisoning, 366. 422, 450 
1 Rhus Ootinufl, 676 
thrioocarpa, 602 
ltibes, 296 
alpinuxn. 296 
amiotum, 296 
an early, 187 
aureum, 296 
bracteosum, 296 
cereum, 296 
omentum. 279 
Gayanum. 296 
Gordonianuni. 296 
lacustre. 296 
Lobbi, 117 
Maximowicti, 305 
Menzieeii. 296 
Pinetomm. 296 
eangnineum, 296 
speciosum, 296 

Rice at the Oarlton Club, 248 
croquettes, economical. 436 
savoury with grilled Tomatoes, 
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Ring©. Fairy, 519 
Rivina humilifi. 15 
Road paring©—a warning. 164 
Robin ia hispida. 504 
Keleeyi, 434, 504 
Neo-Mexicana, 504 
Pseud acacia. 503: P. angnsti- 
folia. 503: P. Decaisiieana, 
503: P. fastigiata, 503; P. in- 
ermis. 503; P. monophylla. 
503: P. var. Rosynskiana, 503; 
P. eemperflorene, 504 
vwooea. 504 
Robin ia**, the, 503 
Kook garden, a, in Oxfordshire, 
281; Ferns in the, 259 
gardening in America, 204 
plants, 657 ; plants, spring¬ 
flowering in 1917. 389 
Roses, hardiest, 403 
Rockeries, Mr. Eugleheart on, 
161 

Rockepray, a handsome. 17 
Romneya Coult-eri, 431; failing to 
bloom, 522; in winter, 687 
Room plant, a good, 393 
Root crops, 154; the storing of, 
568 

pruning, a costly delusion, 29, 
43 

Roots, edible. 180 
Rosa altaica, 391 
glutinosa, 516 

Hngonie, 306; in Perthshire. 631 
moschata Pissarti, 417 
Moyeei, 62: at Monreith. 361: in 
Perthshire, 569; in Renfrew, 
452 

nitida in autumn, 589 
rugosa as a seaside plant. 518; 
r. fimbriate, 409; r. repene, 
417 

Rosooea cautlioiriee, 637 
Roecoeae, 601 
Rose, a rain-proof, 589 
an unpruned, 569 
Bouquet d'Or. 115: Bouquet 
d'Or on pergola (f iruoetye ), 
61 

C’hae. E. Shea. 306 
Climbing Cramaisie. 347, 375; 
Climbing Lady Hillingdon, 
256 

Conrteeee de Cayla, 306, 333, 376 
Crimson Rambler, pruning, 95 
cuttings,. 569 

Dorothy Dennieon on a per¬ 
gola. 463 

Ducheeee de Nemours, 47 
dwarf Polyantha Yvonne 
Rabier, 631 

E. Godfrey Brown. 452 
Edel, 452 
Edith Clifford, 391 
Elisabeth Cullen. 452 
Emma Wright, 452 
Evangeline, 452 
Excelsa. 452 
Frau Karl Druschki, 589 
General McArthur. 625 
General Schahlikine. 565 
Gloire de Dijon in Scotland. 
319 

growing for cut blooms. 312 
Hiawatha, 541 

Irish Beauty, 589; Fireflame in 
Perthshire. 501 
Jersey Beauty, 452 
Lady Water low. 669; Lady 
Waterlow in vase, 669 
Lamarque on south wall, 409 
leaves, black-spot on, 457; curl¬ 
ing, 345 

lovers in despair. 435 
Mies May Marriott, 452 
Mme. Berard, 417 
Mme. Hoste suckering, 279 
Mme. Leon Pain from open air, 
end of October, 631 
Marshal Niel, 61, 118 
Marie Van Houtte, 577; eucker- 
ing. 348 
Mermaid, 452 
Mrs. Aaron Ward. 435 
Mrs. Cutbueh failing to open. 
435 

Mrs. David McKee. 487 
Mrs. G. Marriott, 452 
Mre. Littleton Dew burst, 47 
Mrs. Stewart Clark, 452 
Mrs. Waddell, 639 
notes, 463 

of Sharon not flowering, 625 
Old Gold. 409 
Pax, 452 

pruning, 118; in winter. 161 
R&ve d'Or high up on Ivy-clad 
bower. 569 

Richmond in autumn. 82 
SjLinetar, 452 
T. F. Crosier. 452 
Thalia, 409 

the Double Yellow Scotch. 391 : 
the fruit of the wild. 617; the 
Queen Alexandra, 452 
trees, brown-eoale on. 612 
Trier. 391 

Roses and rigmaroles, 347; and 
suckers, 459 
as hushes, 376 
black-spot on, 513 
Dorothy Perkins and Lady Gay. 

differences in colour of, 452 
failing to open, 415, 564 
feeding, 391 
from cuttings. 391, 


Digits 


vbOO 


Roses, grand climbing. 390 
late, 651 

manure for, 485 
new. 452 

i on light soils and in Ireland. 
311 

pegging down. 669 
pruning, 173; Tea and China. 
541 

purchasing and planting late. 
115 

Rambler, 445; the need for 
vigorous treatment, 617 
| single and semi-double, 197 
sweet-scented, 569 
Tea and China, pruning. 613; 
I Tea. suckering, 305 
that last long, 569 
the Queen Alexandra and Miss 
Willmot,. 560 
Rosemary bog, 532 
■the creeping, 231, 348 
Rowanberries, 492 
Rubber industry in India. 166 
Rubbish, burning. 16 
I Rubus a rot ions, 681 
Giraldianus, 44, 625 
Koeleri, 603 
i parvus, 381 
| Rudbeckia maxima. 592 

Runners, Scarlet, 288. 324; Scarlet 
and late Peas, 642: Scarlet, 
seeds, cooking. 594 
to eat. 506 

Russia, a. Lady's Slipper in, 541 
ltye pancakes, 338 


St. John’s Wort. Henry's, 476 
SALAD, a May. 284: a winter, 48 
scurvy Grass in, 310 
small, 211 

Salads, winter, from hardy out- 
1 door plants. 260 

Salonica. annual from, 266 
Salsafy. 248 
more, 180 

Salt, evil effects of. 208, 248 
1 Salvia patens, keeping. 624 
i Salvias. 581 

Sambucus racemosa, 465; r. plu- 
mosa temiifolia. 431 
| Sandwort, the mountain, edging 
of the, 369 

i Sanguinaria canadensis, 255 
Sassafras officinale, 178 
the. 178 

| Savoy Early CTlra, 481 
Savoys for succession. 45 
Saxifraga, a new, 206 
Beliki, 243 
Boydi alba. 176 

Bureeriana, 162; B. Gloria, 183: 

B. minor, 204; B. epeciosa, 206 
cochlear is major, 44 
crass if olia, 300 
Delavayi, 131 
Dr. Ramsey, 369 
Faldoneide, 161; F. sporting, 
238 

granulata. 286 

Griesbachi, 129. 218, 281; (1„ 

part of a group of. at JAl¬ 
ford Hall. 281; G„ Wisley var.. 
231 

Haagei, 243 

Irvingi. 176. 203 

juniperifolia and 8. snneta. 259 

Kellereri, 47, 188 

Obrieti, 220 

oppoeitifolia Wetterhorn, 203 
Petruechi. 259 
pun gens, 238 
©cardica. 268 
Sundermanni. 243 
Saxifrage, the Meadow, 286 
Saxifrages, early, for the house. 
195 

encrusted, 33 

Saxagothaea conopieua, 162 
Salix alba. 98 
baby Ion ica. 98 
ccerulea. 98 
frogilie. 99 
pent and ra, 99 
Salomon i. 99 
viridis, 98 
vitellina, 99 
Scubiosa cauoaeica. 480 
Scabious, the Caucasian, 619 
Sehizonthus, 19. 133 
SchizophragmiL hydrangcoidcs, 
46, 117, 433 
integrifolia, 433 
Sehizophra-gmas, the, 433 
Sehizostylis coccinea, 674 
Scilla bifolia, 207: b. rubra, 247 
Lilio-Hyacinthus. 286 
Scorzonera. cooking, 606, 668 
Scotland, Peaches on walls in, 
626 

Screens, utility, 572 
Scum on pond,, 331 
Scurvy Grass in salad. 310 
Seakale, 642 
forcing, 13, 107, 686 
growing, 169 
planting, 20 
treatment of, 304 
worth eating, 310 
Season, the late. 97, 145 
Seaweed. 686 
as manure, 600 
Secateurs v. knife, 199 


Secateurs v. 

gfe 


Sedum brevifolium Pot-tsi, 658 
coeruleuin, 98. 321 
hireutum. 687 
primuloidee, 129 

epeotabile atropurpuremn, 560, 
584 

Sedutne. some late, 488 
Seed house, a great, anil the war. 
82 

sowing, 169 
strains, 637, 690 
Seeds for the cook, 74 
lying dormant, 473 
not growing, 401 
sowing small, 19 
Semolina. Hominy, or Maize 
fritters, 310 
Sempervivume, 691 
Senecio puleher, 553 
Wilsoni, 508 
Sherbet in Persia. 394 
Shin-leaf, 532 
Shortia galacifolia. 1. 565 
uniflora, grandiflora. 256 
Shrub, an informal. 57 
neglect, of a native, 601 
Shrubberies, improvements in, 

. 627 

Shrub© ami the severe weather, 
178; and tree© for town plant¬ 
ing, 532 

at Kew after the severe frost, 
233 

evergreen, choosing, 326 
flowering by the wayside, 84 
summer-lea.firig, for smoky dis¬ 
tricts. 476 

three brilliant native, 516; 
three good winter-blooming. 
115 

Sidalcea Rosy Grm, 147 
Silene laciniata Purpuei, 21 
orientalie compacta, 473 
Silver-leaf in Plume, 505 
Sieyrinchium. 637 
filifolium. 258 

Skep hive and its vafpe. 155 
Sloe. the. not fruiting. 390 
Slugs. 393 
destroying. 76 
Smilax aspera, 627 
Bona-nox. 627 
China. 627 

hispida, 627 * 

laurifolia.627 
rotundifolia, 627 
Smilaxes, the, 627 
Snails destroying Nectarines, 401 
S n a.pd ragons, 36 
from cuttings, 508 
Snow as a blanket, 234 
Glory, the white, 255; as an 
edging, 281; in a bronze vase, 
311 

Snowberry, the creeping. 532 
Snowdrop, the double yellow, 182 
tree, Sussex. May, 433; the, 433 
Snowdrops, early, 15 
edgings of the taller, 297 
in a bronze bowl, 223; in Dum- 
fries-shire, 115 

the finer, 223; the lateness of. 
81 

Snowflake, the summer. 361 ; the 
vernal, 161 

Snowflakes, spring, in the house, 
195 

Societies— 

National Carnation and Pico- 
tee, 426 

National Chrysanthemum, 635 
National Dahlia, 540 
National Rose. 290, 539 
Royal Horticultural, 54, 77, 139, 
172, 201, 228, 253, 275, 303, 

358. 386. 414, 442, 468. 497, 

526. 550, 597, 623, 648, 674; 

futilities of, 97; fruit show, 
587; paperasseries, 403 
Soil and its influence on odour, 
■601 

clay, improving, 290 
for potting, 202, 612 
for vegetables, treatment of, 

695 

grubs in. 370 

light sandy, chemical manure 
for. 138 

radiumising the, 572 
sample of. 148 
Solatium capsicustrum. 410 
Soklanellas, the, 348 
Solidago brachystarhys. 543 
Sophora japomca. 446 
viciifolia, 132 
Sorbus discolor, 628 
pekinensie, 268 
Sorrel it la Franca iso, 352 
Bowens, 380, 422 
Sparamimia afrfeana, 295 
Sparrow, house, that rat of the 
air, 333 
Sparrows. 393 
a crusade against, 312 
and rats. 337 
destruction of, 505 
the crusade against. 406 
Spartium junoeum, 459 
Sphceralcea Candida, 584 
Spinach. 155. 248, 288 
a good substitute. 324 
la Fran raise. 352 
Reet, 248 
cookery. 272 
mountain. 656 
New' Zealand. 269 
running to seed, 602 


Spindle-tree, a Japanese, 516; 

the, in October, 565 
Spiraea aritefolia. 452 
A run cue on walls, 417 
•. bullata, 504 
braotea/ba, 381 
discolor, 446, 494 
Henryi. 81 , 375 
japonica. 376 
pal mat a. forms of, 459 
the double Plum-leaved. 364 
Van Houttei, 375 
Spraying and bee disease. 331; 

and green crops. 398 
Spring flowers, 162 
our overseas, 389 
Spruce, the Serbian. 5 
! Squirrel, the grey, in England. 

1 136, 182. 350 

Sta/chys gnandiflora robust a. 396 
Kt achy unis pneeox, 220 
. S tanaen, view in I he rock gar¬ 
den at, 21 
Staphylea, 476 
Bolanderi, 476 
colchica, 476 
| coulombieri, 476 

holocarpa, 476 
pinnata. 476 
i trifolia, 476 
I Starworte, late, 605 
1 the Italian, 165 
I Statues in wrong places, 64 
I Stephano-tis floribunda, 536; 
fruiting, 435, 490 
in poor condition, 158 
Sternbergia eol chic iflora. 64 
Fischen, 64 
I lutea, 64 

macrantha. 64 

Sternbergias at Cambridge, 64 
Stock, the Virginian, 664 
Stocks, Lothian, 33 
Stone splitting in Peaches, 390 
Btranvffisia undulata. 361 
Straw hive, a well-filled, 155 
Strawberry, an extra fine. 492 
beds and borders, 312 
Strawberry growing, 688 
leaves, spots on, 432 
the alpine, 310 
tree, the, 31 
Strawberries, 66, 294 
forcing, 321 

from birds, protecting. 354 
one crop, 484 
pot, 614 

preparing ground for, 404 
under wire cage, 658 
Strobilanthes Dyerianus, 556 
Stuartia pentagyna, 460 
Sin art ias, 389 
Stub wort, the, 305 
Styrax americanum, 557 
Hemsleyanum, 557 
japonicum, 557; j., G rarely e, 
557 

Obassia. 557 
officinale. 557 
I Htyraxes, the. 557 
; Sugar. 20 

effect of, on the middle-aged. 
166 

for fruit preserving, 436 
saving the, 260 

some effects on young folks, 134 
the truth about, 6 
I why we are short of. 534 
| Sulphate of ammonia for Pota¬ 
toes. 345 

Sumach, the Venetian. 676 
Summer-house, </, at Ashbourne, 
119 

, Sunflower ©eed as food, 310 
I Sunflowers, annual. 221 

Sutherland, the New Zealand 
Flax in, 432 
[ Swe<le cakes, 166 
fritters, 166 
soup, 166 
Swedes. 667 
I garden, 272 

| sowing, 387 

Sweet Amber, 487 
Sweet. Corn, 464; Mrs. Earle on, 
248; varieties. 222 
Williams. 359. 445: failing. 429 
Symplocos cratcegoides, flowering 
shoot of, 31 
; Synonyms, 182 
Syringa Eraodi, 579 
japonica, a group of, 579 
Juliana, 579 
oblata, 579 
pekinensis, 579 
persica, 579. 581 
pinnatifolia. 580 
villoea. 580 
vulgaris, 580 

Wilson i, 243. 580; flowering 

shoot of, 219 


TAMARIX tetandra, 178 
Tea- leaves, 68 
the Osw'ego, 448 
Thai iot. ram dipterocarpum. 532 
Things as they seem and as they 
are. 590 

Thorn, a good evergreen. 84 
White. Pears on, 677 
Thorns, the. of the northern 
world. 336 
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Thunbergia natalensie, 245 
Thyme, a golden, 404 
Thyrsaoanthu© rutilane, 15, 179 
Tibouehina. eemi-decandra, 86 i 
Todea© in Wicklow, 1 
Tomato—fruit or vegetable, 457 
liouee, building a. 45: in winter, 
667; white fly in. 495 
leaves curling. 304, 540 
notes. 509 

plants diseased. 382 
season, the. 38 
seeds, sowing. 41 
Tomatoes, 137, 268, 383 
and rich soil, 568, 632 
cracking. 576. 612 
diseased, 494. 509. 540. 564. 576 
early, 244 
for market, 13 
growing, 370 

in greenhouse. 174; in the open, 
397, 471 

manure for, 457 
not setting, 454 
outdoors, 369 
scalded. 527. 564 
soil for, 555 

spot© on, 466 . 

wood ashes and soot for. 198, 
383 

yellow, 492 
Top-dressing. 398 
Town planting, trees and shrubs 
for, 557 

Tracheliuin ccenileum. 69 
Tradeecantia virginiea, 522 
Tradeecantia© in spring. 258 
Tree, a remarkable, 364 
the Silk Tassel. 206 
Trees and shrill)© for town plant¬ 
ing. 557. 627; the trade prac¬ 
tice of grafting. 43, 203, 232 
in orchards. 664 
tall plants under. 13 
ugly forms of noble, 29 
Trenches, growing Pea© in. 266 
Trenching, 92. 211, 269. 314, 355 
and digging, 125 
methods of, 107, 138 
Trials, as to. 175 
of doubtful value, 637 
with edgings, 271; flower garden 
edging©— Campanula tu rbi- 

nata, 425; the du'arf Lavender. 
489; the wall Hairbell and 
Cypsophila, 379 

Trichomane© radican© Luecli- 
nathianum, 191 
Tricuspidaria lanceolata, 403 
Tricuspidarias, the. 580. 601 
Trillium grandLfloruni, 196 
Tritonia crocata, 269; failing to 
develop its flowers, 270 
Tritonias. the, 269 
Trollius Ledebouri, 362 
patulus. 438; p. Bee©’ var., 651 
Yiinnaneiisis. 446 
Tropaeolum azuremu. 608 
polyphyllum. 421 
©peoiosum. 207 
tricolor, 321 
Tub plants, 322 
Tuberose©, treatment of, 270 
Tnb© for plant© on terraces, 181 
Tulip bull)©, lifting. 368 
Tulipa Kaufmanniana atiren. 
256; K. in the rock garden. 
193; K. Kyeensis, 122 
retroflex a, 255 
Tulips, 373 
failing, 13 

ill Gras©. 348; in pot©. 545 
May-flowering, 221, 299. 645 
Turnip Chirk Castle Black Stone, ' 
606 

injury to. 584 

the Swedish, a© n vegetable. 208 
Turnip©, 239 
bolting. 387, 457 
Swede, 120, 166 
yellow or white kinds, 408 
Turpentine, 

Tutsan, 487 
Tydteas, 33 


U 


ULEX hiepanica, 681 
Ulmtis R^iseelsi, 405 
viminali© aurea. 405 


V 

VACCINIUM oorymbosnm, 15. 
589 

Valerian©, 305 

Vallota purpurea, 555; potting, 
224 

Vegetable crops at a standstill, 
314; ©oot and salt for, 198 
garden, economy in the, 24; 

intercropping in the, 287 
gases, 236 ‘ 

growing, an object lesson in, 
287; army, 630 
intercropping, 397 
Marrow©. 239; failing, 383, 466; 
for the winter, preserving, 
450; mulching, 434; preserv¬ 
ing. 492 
pie, 310 

seedlings, thinning, 244 
soups, 6, 20 
waste, 272 
Vegetables, 194 
and the severe weather, 169 
border for, 61 

disease among, methods of pre¬ 
vention, 424 

for a shaded border, 95; exhi¬ 
bition. 580, 667; winter, 262 
forwarding, 244 
growing, 76 

in cold frame, raising, 370: in 
June, 352; in ©lied©, growing. 
210; in the flower garden, 411 
on newly-broken-up ground, 13 
over-cooking. 506 
preserving, 310 
profitable, 286 
rotation of, 107 
the growing of, 355, 369 
under glass. 92 
Vella pseiulo-CytisuH. 364 
Verbena* Lemon-scented. 150 
the Sand. 529, 553, 577; the 

©weei-scented, increasing, 124. 

Verbenas, rock garden, 473 
Vermin, 542 

Veronica corymbose.. 231 
cupre«eoide© (true), 189 
fllifolia, 379 
miramularisefolia. 628 
rupestri© alba, 379 
©alioifolia, 58 
Trehane. 543 

virginiea Wolley-Dod’s variety, 
459 

Veronicas. New Zealand. 268. 347 
two good shrubby. 644 
Vetch, the purple, 417. 625 
Viburnum betulifolhim. 626 
Carle©). 279. 294; C. in Japanese 
vase, 325; C. in open border 
after winter, 327 
Henryi, 177 
La n tan a, 364 
lobophyllum, 501 
rhytidophyllum, 557 
Sivboldi. 405 
Vicia Cracca. 417. 625 
Vinca minor, 515 
Vine, a, for <x>lour, 547 
borders, outside, 354 
Henry’s, Sheffield Park, 643 
leaves, waits on, 443 
Mme. Coignets, fruiting, 602; 

on terrace wall, 547 
planting, 250 
pruning a, 124 
treatment of, 280 
weevil, the. 182, 186; and 

Kerns. 106 


Vinery, fumigating a, 404 
Vines, Grape. 320; in the autumn, 
516 

pot. 70. 212, 312 
retarding, 130 
thrips on. 41 
young, planting. 2 
Viola cornuta. 654 
gracilis from seed, 306; g. Red 
Admiral. 637 
hetemphylla. 220 
pseudo-gracilis. 220. 268 
septemtrionalis, 271 
striata, 654 
eylvestri© alba, 333 
Violet culture in frame©, 628 
leave© injured, 670 
the culture of the, 51 
Wellsian a, 15 
Violets, 300 
diseased, 186 
Dog’s-tooth. 196 
in frame© for winter, Izo 
©ingle, 13 

some rock garden, 449 
Violettas, 459 

Virgfn's Rower, the, in a hedge¬ 
row. 529 
V Homines, 464 
Viti© armata Veitchi, 643 
Coignetise, 643; C. on terrace • 
wall, 547 
flexuoea, 643 

Henryana, Sheffield Park, 643 
inconetans, 132, 163; i. failing. 
547. 577 

Vitis pulchra, 675 
pulchra on fence, Sussex, 645 
Thomeoui, 643 
Thunhergi, 643 
v in if era purpurea. 643 
Vittadenia triloba. 375 


W 


I YA JILKNHEII(11A scrpyllifolia, 

131 

Waldeteinia trifoliata, 333 
Wale©, North, the weather in, 
145 

Wall, a buttressed, at Buckhurst 
Park, Sussex, 121 
climber for. 274 
growing fruit-tree© on, 66 
north, Plum© and Peaix for, 
674 

Wallflower, the alpine. 309, 339 
Wallflower, 74, 247. 286 
and Forget-me-nots, 341; and 
the severe froet, 232 
Wall©, dwarf Plums for. 90 
greenhouse plant© for. 68 
Walnut, the. 614 
Walnuts, storing, 668 
War economy. 162, 188. 286, 390 
time recipe©, 310 
Wart- disease in allotments, 
of Potatoes. 392 
Wart© on Vine leave©, 443 
Washes for fruit-trees. 312 
Wasp©, the fleet ruction of, 382 
Waste, using. 260 
Wutercom-se© in garden©. 47 
Watercress a© a vegetable. 422 
soup, 62 

Wattle, the silver. 81 
Wayfaring-tree, the, 364 
Weed. Canadian, in ©mall pool©, 
207 

Week'© work. the. 11. 25. 38. 52, 66. 
77. 93. 109, 126, 140. 155. 170, 
184, 199. 212. 227, 240, 251, 264. | 

270, 288, 301, 314, 343, 356, 370, 

384. 412, 426. 439, 454, 482, 495. 

510, 524, 537, 548, 561, 573, 585, 

597, 609, 621, 633, 647. 659. 671. 

684. 695 

Weevil, the Apple-blo©©om. 365 
Wheaton eal. adulterated, 324 
bread, 366 


Whortleberries, 546 
Whortleberry, the, 506 
Willow, the French, 491, 515 
Willow©, the tree, 98 
Wilt©, a note from, 217 
Windflower Apennine in Crass, 
605 

Creek, and Purple Rock Cress 
in narrow border, 309 
the blue, by the waterside. 437: 
wood. in meadow Grass, 
(iravetye , end of April, 299: 
in turf near water. 437; the 
shaggy. 286; the white Apen¬ 
nine, 297; the yellow alpine, 
339 

Windhover, the. a friend, 232 
Window-boxes. 196 
Winter Aconite, the, 67 
efTect©, soft, 105 
green, 532; bed, the, 155 
Heliotrope, a weed, 145; the, 
and the froet-. 116 
Parsley for, 582 
Hweet-, the. 128 

the past. 204, 232, 319, 322, 334, 
375. 417 

Winter’s Bark, flowering shoot 
of. 45 

Winters, hard, and insect pests, 
504 

Wircworm, destroying. 80, 304 
how to deal with. 350 
Wistaria and Clematis montana, 
pruning, 112 
on south porch, 419 
over hall door, 423 
planting a, 71 

the Japanese, 364 ; the Japanese 
white. 311 
Wistarias, no, 423 
Witch Hazel in house, January, 
89: the tree. 89 

Hazel© in the Arnold Arbore¬ 
tum, 189; the, 71 
Wit-loof, 6 

Witeenia corymbosa, 608 
Wood oshee, value of, 152 
fires, my. and their ©tory, 646, 
681 

Lily, the white. 196; flowers of, 
in a bowl, 479 
Tulip© and Fritillariee, 246 
Woodruff©, 164 

the naturalised, on a wall. 521 
Worm© in bowling-green, 202 


X 


XANTHOCERAS sorbifolia. 577; 
f ruiting, 431 


Y 


YAMS. 180 

Yarrow, the woolly. 675 
Yellow wood, the. 362 
Yew hedge, planting a. 282 
Prince Albert’©, 162 
the deadly. 69, 82. 116. 217 
Yews, planting under, 476 
Yucca failing, 464 
recurvifolia, 433 
Yuccas, propagating. 522 
Yulan. the. in Kirkcudbright, 
651: in Stafford, 615 


Z 


ZAUSCHNERIA californfca. 334, 
347. 375, 389. 488. 515; c. hardy. 
362; c. not blooming, 403 
Zinnia©. 148 
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ARCHITECTURAL. GARDENING IN 
ST. JAMES'S PARK. 

Oi ls reactors who take nolle*- of wlmt. goes 
on in tho imiks may wmeinlier an attempt 
m.iilo a f«-\v years ago to destroy the sylvan 
(-harm of St. James's Park by a totally un- 
tBss-s.sn ry a n<I costly display of arehitee- 
tun* out of place there. Some men In 
Parliament jtnt alarmed, and just stopped 
the outrage- in time, but we may still see 
some- signs of what was meant in unmean¬ 
ing posts arul pillars, the work, 1 think, 
of Sir Aston Webb, 

Tvi<- park was small at all times, and 
there- was no need for the mutilation. I 
thought myse-If above taking any notice of 
it till now Stephen Paget, in Ills book 
•• I Sometimes Think,” alludes to it ns 
.follows :— 

'■ The changes wrought in Tile Mall are more 
r -4 pfbud than beautiful.- The pleasant side 
aisles of small trees have been elbowed away 
by a processional road, very wide and very 
straight. Where the path from The Mall used 
I" to slip quietly through an old-fashioned gate 
into the country magic of St. James's Park 
' there are now big stone pillars with big stone 
balls on them. Where the elope of Grass and 
the Lilacs Isorely there were Lilacs), at the 
edge of the ornamental water eo pleased the 
eye and made such a good foreground to the 
Palace, there now is a heavy wall in the style 
of the Thames Embankment—as if the orna¬ 
mental water were tidal, and the Palace not 
eafe. Wo have paid in trees for these im¬ 
provements, and one tree in mid-London is 
worth many tons of masonry. Look at Picca¬ 
dilly Circus, look at Trafalgar Square, how 
thev are sick from want of green trees.” 

___ —W. 

NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

Todeas in Wicklow. -Yes; the Illustra¬ 
tion you send of the Todeas at Mount 
Fuller is quite correct. They are in a 
sunken gully with stream at hot tom. over¬ 
hung by bank, find a sheet of parchment 
paper i" s stretchetl over the top of them in 
winter, riot over the sides. They are kept 
freely damped In tbe summer, and they do 
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well. I have often seen them. It is one 
of the prettiest hits of Fern arrangement 
I know anywhere. They have also lived 
out, hut are not so good, at Powerseourt.— 
F. W. M. 

Cheiranthus linifolius. —Plants ill the 
Isirder are showing flower. If it had not 
lieeii for Mr. ('. Turner's note on the sub¬ 
ject I should probably have thrown them 
away. Some which wen- potted in August 
are also showing flower in the greenhouse. 
— G. C. P.UXTOJJ. 

Primula Juliae flowering. —For over a 
week now (the middle of IJeoemlier) a 
large plant of this vigorous Primrose hns 
been flowering. I suppose this must be 
attributed to the unusually moist autumn 
forcing tlie flower-heads. Of course, the 
flowers are welcome, but nestling among 
yellow and lmlf-decnycd foliage are not 
nearly so pleasing as when seen in spring 
among file fresh green leaves.—C. T. 

Shortia galacifolia. —Mr. E. II. Jenkins’ 
note on this, page till. Is very interesting. 
A plant here lias grown and flowered pro¬ 
fusely for the last thirty years. The 
folinge Is always green. Another speci¬ 
men never increases or flowers. The 
foliage is always more or less coloured. 
Shortia uniflora, planted last spring, 
flowered freely, and the foliage was always 
more or less brightly coloured, and is so 
now (December 20tli). — E. Chari.es 
Buxton. 

The Jalap plant.— It would lie interest¬ 
ing to learn how far north the Jalap plant 
(Exogonium Purga) is hardy and flowers 
yearly. I have tried it in a seaside gar¬ 
den in tlie south-west of Scotland, hut with 
little success. It pulled through, I think, 
one mild winter, hut finally succumbed. 
Tlie late Rev. II. Ewhnnk used to grow it 
well in the Isle of Wight. Its flowers come 
in autumn or late summer, aiul are of a 
rose-purple colour. A climber like this, 
growing from 10 foot to 20 feet high, is 
worth acquiring, even for a conservatory 
or cool greenhouse, where one may occa¬ 
sionally meet with it. Tlie roots, which 


are about the size of an orange, are tulier- 
ous. I regret being unable to grow this in 
my present garden. — S. AnNOTT, Dumfries. 

Chrysanthemum W. H. Lincoln.— So far 
as I remember, this late-flowering yellow 
never gained any award, yet for many 
years it was among tlie most reliable from 
tile market - grower's jioint of view. 
Dwarf-growing and free-flowering, it Jios- 
sessed attributes tlie market-florist is look¬ 
ing for. A somewhat curved stem invari¬ 
ably characterised tlie terminal shoots. It 
Is still grown liy many, though not to tlie 
same extent as formerly. Weak points 
about it were that it could not stand much 
cold when opening, and if too moist at the 
root in conjunct ion with it, decay would 
soon set in. — E. II. J. 

Crowing the Kaffir lily.— The finest 
plants of Sebizostylis coocinea I have ever 
seen were growing in a rather low-lying 
garden, dampish at all seasons, and with 
a lieaty soil, reclaimed many years ago 
from a peat Moss or bog, and cultivated 
as a garden for probably a century or 
more. There it was growing and flower¬ 
ing well without disturbance. In the 
north, where it is generally grown in sun, 
it is often too late to bloom properly, 
hut it is well known that many plants re¬ 
quiring partial shade in the south call for 
full suu in the northern gardens.— 
S. A. M. D. 

Iris ochroleuca. —Few Irises possess a 
greater attraction to the lover of flowers 
than Iris oehroleuen. Others have more 
variety of colouring and please us more by 
reason of their wonderful tints and shad¬ 
ings. I. ochroleuca, however, has a high 
claim as a truly hardy plant which gives 
no trouble, raising aloft in the open 
border its tall stems above the handsome 
leaves and carrying a series of flowers 
arranged after the fashion of tlie I. spuria 
group, to which they belong, and of very 
delightful colouring. The flowers are 
ivory-white, decked with yellow, varying 
somewhat in its distribution. In a good 
form tlie yellow markings are finer, while 
the whole flower is tJflinore beautiful con- 
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tour. Soma appear to find difficulty in 
persuading I. ochroleuca to bloom. With 
me It flowers well in n dryish border in 
full sun from July to September.—S. 
Arnott. 

Berberis rubrostilia. — This new' Bar¬ 
berry, illustrated in Gardening Illus¬ 
trated for December 23, originated as a 
chance seedling at Wisley. Probably when 
it is distributed we shall see this new¬ 
comer extensively planted, the brightly- 
coloured berries forming such an attractive 
autumn feature. It is singular that the 
finest of all flowering Barberries, namely, 
Berberis stenophylla, was also of acci¬ 
dental origin. The original plant made its 
appearance about I860 in the nursery of 
Messrs. Fisher and Holmes, Shefiield. It 
was considered to be a cross between those 
two South American species—B. Darwini 
and B. empetrifolia. This theory has been 
proved to be correct, as, though the hybrid 
produces fertile seeds, the progeny, ns a 
rule, reverts to one or other of its parents, 
but more frequently to B. Darwini than to 
the other.—K. It. W. 

A warm-house Acanthus (A. montanus). 
—The note on the different hardy species 
of Aeanthus in the issue for December 
23rd reminds one that there is a very dis¬ 
tinct tropical kind, native of West Africa. 
Though introduced as long ago as 1SG5, it 
is hut little known, and when it was 
awarded a first-class certificate by the 
Royal Horticultural .Society in December, 
1908, it was recognised by very few. Un¬ 
like (he other kinds of Acanthus, this 
forms a stout, erect stem of a half-woody 
character. The leaves, which are quite 
characteristic of those of llie Acanthus, 
are of a deep green tint, the principal 
veins marked with ivory-white. The 
flowers, borne in a terminal spike, are 
nearly white, the lip tinged with purple. 
Though it cannot he called showy, this 
Acanthus is a very distinct and striking 
Plant, 1 icing evergreen in character. It 
will succeed in a warm greenhouse or 
intermediate structure, and needs just 
ordinary jiotting compost. Propagation is 
readily effected by means of cuttings, 
which root freely if put into sandy soil in 
a warm propagating-ense,—K. It. W. 

Planting the Adonis.— I have read the 
valuable notes on the Adonis by Mr. 
Jenkins (pages 671-2) with interest. I.am 
not going to dispute the view's expressed 
by Mr. Jenkins regarding the planting of 
collected roots of Adonis vernnils. I was 
writing with the present-day conditions 
before me. Collected plants are not at 
present available, and those who wish to 
plant the Adonises will, in practically 
every case, have to rely on plants from 
British nurseries. These can he obtained 
with plenty of roots, and with reasonable 
care should grow when planted in autumn, 
and have a better chance of flowering well 
than those w'liich are left until spring, 
when so many plant them. The method 
advocated by Mr. .Tonkins for the treat¬ 
ment of these and other collected plants 
of heeling them into boxes with coal-ashes 
and Cocoa-fibre is an excellent one, which 
would lead to great economy if more fre¬ 
quently practised with collected and im¬ 
ported plants. I was referring to British- 
grown Adonises, with plenty of roots, and 
these I consider are best, planted in 
autumn.—S. Arnott. 

Anemone rupicola.— It is probable that 
the Rock Windflower, introduced from 
China by Messrs. Bees, Liverpool, and 
when exhibited by them at the Chelsea 
Show in 1915 given an Award of Merit by 
a unanimous vote, has not yet got into 
general cultivation, though no member of 
the genus lietter deserves universal recog¬ 
nition. \\ lien exhibited at ‘lie show in 
question I was stunefc by the ra«e beauty 
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and distinction of the new-comer, a com¬ 
pact leaf-growth approximating in some 
respects to the Snowdrop Windflower (A. 
sylvestris), wedded to unique flower- 
beauty, which recalled the silk-velvety tex¬ 
ture and exquisite blue and white of the 
alpine Windflower. Like' the last-named, 
too, in flower, form, and comeliness, and not 
greatly removed from Hie other in the free 
spread of its root stock, there is here np- 
parently a combination of attributes as de¬ 
sirable as they are rare. Happily, too, 
while perfectly hardy, it is quite a good 
grower. Little more than 9 inches high, 
it is likely to prove ideal for the rock 
garden. Though experience is as yet 
young, there is the promise that it will 
succeed in a moderately rich loam of 
medium texture. It flowers in May.— 
E. H. Jenkins. 

Anomatheca cruenta.— As stated by 
“ S. Arnott,” page 044, this pretty little 
South African bull) is not much grown. I 
have long looked upon it as deserving more 
attention than it usually gets, both for the 
outdoor garden in a well drained and 
sheltered place and for the cool green¬ 
house. For this latter purpose I have 
grown it for years, and find it a very ac¬ 
commodating and trustworthy little plant. 
For the greenhouse I prefer to put six or 
seven bulbs into a pot 0 inches in diameter, 
ns in this way effective masses are pro¬ 
duced. The bulbs arc potted in the 
autumn, and treated much as Frcesias. 
In a cool structure the leaves are not 
pushed-up 1 ill the spring, and when they 
are developed the flower-spikes appear. 
The flowers, which well overtop the leaves, 
are bright and cheerful, and last well con¬ 
sidering their somewhat fragile appear¬ 
ance. After flowering, the seeds soon 
ripen, and if sown at once, the seedlings 
will bloom the next year. There is a 
variety of this Anonintlleea with pure 
white blossoms, but it is not much known. 
While more expensive, if is—nt least, from 
my iKiini. of view—less desirable than the 
typical kind.—W. T. 

Iris palsestina. —As one who flowered 
Iris paln'stina for several years in succes¬ 
sion in a garden close to the son, even in 
the Scottish Lowlands, I should like to 
have the experience of others with this 
winter-flowering s[>eeies. It seems hope¬ 
less to expect, it to thrive away from tlie 
sea in Scotland. Even close to the sea it 
only survived for a few years and flowered 
when snug under the shelter of a wall and 
in an elevated ixisifion in sandy soil. Mr. 
W. Riekatson Dykes speaks unfavourably 
of its behaviour, and classes it as worse 
than Iris nlatn, mentioning that newly-im¬ 
ported lull I »s do not always flower. Like 
I. alata, after flowering it often requires 
two or three years to recuperate. Those 
who are familiar witii the marvellously 
beautiful colouring of some of its con¬ 
geners need not expect this with I. 
paliestinn. Its colouring is generally pale 
yellow, flushed with lilac. In the height 
of Hie Iris season it would lie looked u)K>n 
as dull and ineffective. In mid-winter, 
when it blooms, we are less fastidious, 
and can enjoy these flowers on their 6 inch 
to 9 inch stems. 1 have not tried it in pots, 
hut I am sure it would be admired by many 
who have alpine houses or cool green¬ 
houses. Mr. Riekatson Dykes speaks of 
the colouring as varying from a fairly deep 
blue, through turquoise to green and 
greenish-yellow. I must confess that 1 
have never seen a blue variety.—S. Arnott. 


“ The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds.” —Nnc Edition, lSlh, revised, with descriptions 
of all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated cm wood. Cloth, medium Hvo, Em,; 
post free, 15s. 6*1. Of all Booksellers or from the ojficc 
of Oardkninu Illusthatkd, 05, Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
London, W.C. 


FRUIT. 

PLANTING YOUNG VINES. 
Experienced cultivators can safely plant 
young Vines In May when growing, lint In¬ 
experienced amateurs, who do not know 
how to treat them properly at that time 
would probably fail to get good results. 
The best time for them to plant is in De¬ 
cember or January. If the position is high 
and dry there is no necessity for laying 
down drains, hut a drain is needed if there 
is no natural drainage. Tile drain-pipes 
laid convey all surplus water to the nearest 
outlet. In the bottom of the border 9 
inches of broken bricks or similar rubble 
should be used, and on this material place 
whole newly-cut turves Grass-side down¬ 
wards; they will prove lasting and prevent 
the finer parts of the soil, composing the 
border, being washed down and thus block¬ 
ing the drainage. On the rubble put about 
2 feet of chopped turves in which tile Grass 
has just died; the more fibrous these 
turves are, the lietter. To every five 
barrowfuls of turves add one of old mortar 
rubble and a peck of J-indi liones, hut no 
organic manure, such as that from stables 
or a farmyard. Manure of this kind is 
best applied as a top-dressing annually. 
Use the turves when moderately dry and 
firm them by treading. The borders for 
very early and late Vines should lie con¬ 
structed wholly inside the house; that for 
mid-season Vines may be partly inside and 
partly outside, the Vines being planted in¬ 
side, then the stems will lie safe from late 
frosts when the sap is rising in spring. 
To lessen current labour and benefit , the 
Vines the lnmler may bo made piecemeal. 
A width of 4 feet will do nicely the first 
year, then add a width of 2 feet annually 
till tiie allotted .space is filled. That space 
may measure from 8 feet to 15 fis t iu 
width. A good size is 12 feet. 

Spread out the roots evenly and then 
cover them with 4 inches of soil just a 
trifle finer than that in the border lie low. 
Planting canes will measure about 7 feet 
in length, but it will not be wise to leave 
them their full length; cut them back to 
about 15 inches from the soil-level unjl at 
once paint, twice, tiie cut ends with styptic 
or painter’s knotting to prevent, bleeding 
when the sap flows later. If it is much 
later when the Vines are planted do not 
cut. the canes hack, hut wait until the top 
buds grow, then rub the young shoots off 
when 1 inch long down to the point about 
15 inches alx>ve the border soil. Retain 
two or more shoots to train horizontally 
and one leading shoot to train straight up 
the roof wires on each Vine. When the 
shoots are nibbed off, the denuded portion 
of the cane may be cut out. at mid-summer 
or left till the autumn, and be then re¬ 
moved. Let all new shoots grow practi¬ 
cally naturally the first year; that is, with¬ 
out any heat from pipes unless such boat 
be used in tiie case of hard frosts late in 
April or early in May. Do not syringe 
after the young shoots are 1 inch long, but 
maintain a moist atmosphere in the house 
and ventilate freely from the end of May 
till tiie autumn, and do not crop the Vines 
the first year. 

Early and mid-season Vines may lie 
grown in the same structure well enough, 
but Muscat of Alexandria and late black 
varieties are best grown by themselves. 
Muscat of Alexandria is always more satis¬ 
factory when grown in a separate com- 
Iiartnient where this is possible. 

Black Hamburgh, Madresiiold Court, 
Foster’s Seedling, and Bueklnnd Sweet¬ 
water may be grown together. The Mus¬ 
cats, Alicante. Appley Towers, and Gros 
Column may lie grown together, when very 
fair results will follow. 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


Janoaby 6, 1917 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED . 


3 


I f the cultivator must confine himself to 
one variety plant Black Hamburgh; If to 
two plant this and Alicante; If to three 
add Appley Towers. The Muscats and 
Groe Column require heat during the 
rli*'iiing stage particularly, else the berries 
will split ami both be devoid of sugar. 
When tlie Mil scats are in flower they need 
more heat than any of the other varieties 
named at that critical stage. When Vines 
are established the latest varieties ought 
to be gently started, at latest, the first 
week in March, then the berries will be 
coloured by the first week in October and 
ripe a month later. The early sorts re¬ 
quire five months to eolour and one month 
more to get the necessary sugar into the 
berries. Bourne Vale. 

PEAR BBSI 1>E ST. AGIL. 

Tnis is a November Pear, and of really 
good, wholesome flavour. It is of fine 
form, of good size, and when fully rile of 


irregular intervals, so that at any given 
time only small pickings are available. 
My own opinion is that it is not fitted for 
cultivation in the fruit garden, but that, if 
it be desired, its proper place is in the 
hedgerow or the corners of the orchard. 
It seems to me that if experimenters would 
work with Raspberries with a view to 
raising a good late-fruiting variety, It 
would be of greater service to fruit 
growers than a series of totally unneces¬ 
sary hybrids put ui>on the market under 
alluring mimes—which are not justified by | 
their fruits.— A Scottish Gardener. 

NEWLY-PLANTED RASPBERRIES. | 
Many when planting Raspberries leave the 
canes nearly their full length, which is a 
mistake, as instead of breaking below and 
forming others as they ought to do, they 
only start at the top and make a miserable 
effort at fruiting, and the result is they are 
not only poor then, but having formed no 


Pear Besi de St. Agil. 


a pretty lemon-eolour. Well-grown fruits 
weigh about 3 lb. each, or in some cases 
a little over. The quality is far better 
than in many of our commonly-growli 
Tears. 

Raspberry-Bramble hybrids.— While ex¬ 
periments are always instructive and 
interesting, is it worth while to cross these 
two most excellent fruits with a view to 
raising fresh varieties? Hybrids occasion¬ 
ally reproduce tlie worst qualities of both 
lorents. Take the Loganberry, a very 
mnch over-rated fruit. Its fruit, although 
large. Is inferior to that of the Raspberry 
or the Bramble. Its growth is gross, and 
its spines are more formidable by far than 
those of the Bramble. The Loganberry 
may have a certain commercial value for 
market, but no unbiased grower—or user, 
for the matter of that—can say that its 
fruit Is at all comparable with that of the 
Itasjtborry or the Bramble. It has an irri¬ 
tating habit, too, of mining its fruits at 

Google 


young canes they are in as bad a plight the 
following year. The best way to form 
fresh plantations of Raspberries is to 
select the stoutest and best canes with the 
most roots, and cut them down to within 
li inches or 9 inches of the ground, when 
they should be planted in rows at about 
t feet apart. During the first year Cauli- 
tlowers, Onions, or some similar low-grow¬ 
ing crop may be sown or planted between 
them, but tlie Raspberries should be 
mulched around with manure, as the great 
point in getting them established quickly 
is to afford the roots shade and prevent 
lliem from suffering from want of mois¬ 
ture, which the mulching does, and as the 
juices from it are washed down the plants 
are thereby greatly encouraged in their 
growth. 

As Raspberries like a little shade they 
will be found to do remarkably well be¬ 
tween tlie rows of tall standard Apples, 
which, if these are at wide distances apart, 
is perhaps tlie very best place in the whole 



garden for them. A moderately light soil 
suits them best, but to enable them to bear 
the dry weather well, the ground for them 
should be trenched or broken up deeply in 
order that they may drive their main roots 
down and find moisture when the supply 
for the surface feeders fails. Amateurs 
and others often injure Raspberries by 
digging amongst them; whereas the ground 
should never be touched beyond freeing it 
from weeds. Instead of digging, top-dress 
heavily every autumn after the old canes 
have been cut away, and leave the half- 
rotten manure as a surfacing all througli 
the summer. I have used seaweed with 
great success; it is a capital non-conductor 
of heat, and intercepts the evaporation of 
the earth’s moisture better than anything 
else I ever tried. For supporting the canes 
of Raspberries nothing answers better than 
galvanised wire strained along the rows, 
to which they can be securely tied, and 
with the first outlay the exiiense is over; 
whereas witli stakes it is annually recur¬ 
ring, and they are often a great trouble to 
get. _ S. 

PRUNING NEWLY-PLANTED APPLE- 
TREES. 

Pruning Apple-trees soon after planting is 
an operation on which very different views 
are held. The custom of cutting freshly- 
planted trees down pretty closely has been 
practised so long that many feel convinced 
it must of necessity be right; neverthe¬ 
less, many very successful cultivators have 
of late adopted a totally different plan ; 
they leave the shoots entire the first season, 
and my own experience is decidedly in 
favour of doing so, for the trees make a 
much larger proportion of leaf growth, and 
this causes corresponding activity in the 
roots. Therefore, whore the roots are in 
proportion to the top growth when planted, 
ns they will be in young plants that are 
carefully lifted and replanted, I would de-‘ 
cidedly recommend leaving the top growth 
entire. Trees thus treated will be found 
to make far more rapid growth when cut 
back the following year than those that 
are severely checked both above and below 
the ground at one and the same time ; for, 
however carefully they may be trans¬ 
planted, the small feeding roots or spong- 
loles must necessarily be broken. 

As regards pruning, modern ideas have 
greatly modified the necessity for such re¬ 
pressive measures as were formerly in 
vogue ; in fact, pruning is now looked on 
as a necessary evil, and the less it is em¬ 
ployed the better; Apple-trees especially 
are liable to resent anything like severe 
pruning. In no case should any but small 
wood be cut off Apple-trees, or such scars 
formed with knife or saw that will not 
heal over the following season; with 
standards I would leave the shoots full 
length the first year, and prune back 
to the firmly ripened wood the following 
autumn. Pruning and replanting, or in 
any way causing much disturbance to the 
roots, are now looked upon as mistaken 
practice. 

Pyramids, cordons, espaliers, and even 
bushes on the Paradise stock require but 
little pruning at any time, and most of 
that can be better done by pinching while 
tlie shoots are sofc and green than at any 
other lime. If tilt trees to be planted 
have been carefully tended in this respect 
they will be best left till they are in active 
growth before any pruning is attempted. In 
the following autumn, when the soil has 
become consolidated and the roots settled 
down to about their permanent level, they 
may be securely fastened to their trellises 
and pruned hack to well-ripened wood, giv¬ 
ing to each the outline of the form which 
it is desired to take, always bearing in 
mind that the cuts to heal over quickly 
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should he done with sharp tools. There 
is nothing like a good stout knife with a 
keen edge that will cut close to the stem 
when It is desirable to remove a branch 
entirely without injuring the bark of tin 
portion to be left. Where snagged or 
notched pieces are left by careless pruning 
that cannot heal over, they generally die 
back and become the forerunners of un¬ 
sound wood. A. G. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Pear Passe Colmar.—The picture of this 
Pear as given in your issue of December 
23rd, does not agree with the representa¬ 
tions given in Hogg's “ Herefordshire 
rornonn ” and the “Gardener’s and 
Forester’s Record, 18114,” of which I en¬ 
close outline drawings. 1 believe this is 
a Pear about which there is some confu¬ 
sion in the trade. As far as I have any 
personal acquaintance with it, all fruits 1 
have seen were more of the shape given in 
Hogg’s “ Herefordshire Pomona.” The de¬ 
scription and date of ripening more or less 
tally, but you will see there is a very 
marked difference in outline. You will 
also note the great length of the stalk. 
Can some fruit expert clear this matter 
up? Evidently the Pear given in the 
“ Gardener’s and Forester’s Record, 1834 ” 
is not the same Pear as appears in your 
December 23rd issue.—F. B., Springfield, 
Northampton. 

[The Passe Colmar Pear figured in our 
issue of December 23rd was received under 
the name of Fondante de Panisel, which is 
a synonym of Passe Colmar. The figure 
represents the Pear that used to be grown 
in the Royal Horticultural Society’s 
garden at Chiswick under the name of 
Passe Colmar, there being two trees of it 
there, one a pyramid and the other a 
cordon on a wall facing west.—E d.] 

Planting fruit-trees.— Now is the time 
to plant fruit trees and bushes of all kinds, 
and after the copious rains we have ex- 
Iierieneed the land will be in good order, 
as soon as it gets firm enough on the sur¬ 
face to tread on without sticking to the 
feet. In the first place, select healthy, 
vigorous young trees of really good sorts 
that have proved suitable for outdoor cul¬ 
ture under ordinary conditions. Do not go 
in for the “ latest improvements ” if your 
object is fruit in quantity, for experimental 
fruit culture too frequently disappoints the 
cultivator. Do not have, even as a gift, 
old rejected trees that have been cut back 
time after time, for ten to one they are 
already diseased, cankered, and gummed, 
or have the germs of these diseases in their 
stems. Then having suitable positions pro¬ 
ceed to plant as quickly as possible, cover¬ 
ing the roots so as to keep the atmosphere 
from drying them, and, above all, make the 
holes much larger than required to get the 
roots into. Even if the soil lias been 
trenched, as it should always be for new 
plantations, and therefore in a loose friable 
condition, it is still advisable to oiien large 
holes, so that the roots may be spread out 
to their full length. Be careful to work 
fine soil carefully among the tender roots, 
shaking the tree until every crevice around 
the roots is filled: then tread firmly, stake, 
and tie securely, and finish off by placing a 
mulching of half-rotten manure over the 
roots. It is an old and true saying that 
work worth doing at all is worth doing 
well, and in nothing more than in the 
planting of fruit-trees is this truth better 
exemplified. 

Fruit-room. -Weekly attention should be de¬ 
voted to the contents of this structure, not 
only with a view to removing all decaying 
fruit, but to the rearrangement of lute sorts 
if these are still lying several layers in thick¬ 
ness on the shelves. The less ripe fruit is 
handled the better, hut the lnte-keepere will 
lake uo harm if t hey a .re moved vdtli care. 
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GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDa 

AMERICAN GOOSEBERRY MILDEW. 
Whether it is owing to the efforts of the 
Board of Agriculture to check and stamp 
out the disease known as American Goose¬ 
berry mildew or to the decline in virulence 
of the disease itself there was less trouble 
with it hist summer than in former years. 
There are plantations of Gooseberries in 
which the disease has been present for 
years, but never to any serious extent, and 
on the other hand it has been known to at¬ 
tack plantations to such a degree as to en¬ 
tail the grubbing up of all the bushes. 
Some varieties are more liable to attack 
than others, but none appear to be im¬ 
mune. 

About ten years ago the Board of Agri¬ 
culture published a leaflet (No. 195) in 
which the nature of this fungus was made 
known, and periodical spraying with a 
solution of liver of sulphur (1 lb. to 32 
gallons of water) was prescribed as a cure 
for it. The removal of the diseased tips 
of the shoots was also recommended. “ All 
diseased tips must in any case be removed 
by a date specified in the notices served 
under the Board’s American Gooseberry 
Mildew Order, and the sooner this can be 
done 1 he better for the grower himself.” 
(Leaflet 195, p. 7.) 

The result of some experiments and ob¬ 
servations made during the i>ast two or 
three years in the eastern counties is pub¬ 
lished in the Board’s Journal for Novem¬ 
ber. Tipping and spraying were prac¬ 
tised, but instead of liver of sulphur a lime 
and sulphur wash was used. This is made 
by mixing 2 lb. of flowers of sulphur and 
l lb. of quicklime with 1 gallon of water 
by constantly stirring and boiling for an 
hour, and adding this to 40 gallons of 
water before applying it by means of an 
ordinary sprayer. The exi>eriments were 
made on a number of plots of the variety 
“ Whinham’s Industry,” where the bushes 
were badly infected with the disease. 
Some of the plots were tipped in the late 
summer of 1915, others were not. Spray¬ 
ing was done early in April and again in 
May last year. The cost of spraying, in¬ 
cluding labour at 3s. 4d. per day, and 
material, averaged 14s. 8d. per acre. The 
conclusions arrived at by Messrs. F. It. 
Petherbridge, M.A., School of Agriculture, 
Cambridge, and A. C. Cole, B.A., Board of 
Agriculture, by whom the experiments 
were conducted, are as follow :—Thorough 
spraying of Gooseberry bushes with lime- 
sulphur (one in forty) is, in certain sea¬ 
sons, capable of reducing the number of 
berries attacked by American Gooseberry 
mildew to less than 1 per cent., even with 
a susceptible variety like Whinham’s In¬ 
dustry, and even when a garden has been 
badly affected previously. The dates of 
successful application of this wash depend 
to a large extent niton the season. The 
writers regard lime-sulphur as a preven¬ 
tive rather than a cure, and therefore be¬ 
lieve that the first spraying should be done 
before the disease breaks out in spring. 
The‘earliest appearance of the disease re¬ 
corded is that of the season 1914, on April 
titb, and therefore the first application 
should be made during the first week in 
April. Two further sprayings should be 
made at intervals of from three to four 
weeks. In the season of 1916 the first week 
in May was a much more effective time 
for the application of a single spraying 
than the first week in April. Thorough 
spraying is capable of reducing lo a marked 
extent the amount of disease on the shoots. 
Tipping as carried out commercially is of 
little value in reducing the disease on a 
badly affected area of Gooseberry bushes, 
and can in no way compare with thorough 
spraying .—The Field. 


TREES AND SHRUBS. 


CONIFERS AND CATTLE-l’OlSONING. 
Regarding the poisonous properties of the 
number of species of Conifers now grown 
in this country very little appears to 1 m: 
definitely known. Only the Yew has been 
ascertained to be dangerous, and it does 
not appear to be always liurmful. Many 
cases of Yew ioisoniug are on record, but, 
so far as my own investigation and experi¬ 
ence go, it is the dead or faded leaves of 
this tree which do the mischief and not 
those which are green. [You are quite in 
error. — Ed.] For example, a number of 
horses were killed not long ago from 
eating the dead foliage of Yew branches 
which had been used for decorating a 
church, left about until nearly brown, and 
then thrown over the churchyard wall 
into an adjacent field where the horses were 
at pasture. The death of a heifer of a 
neighbour of mine was caused by her hav¬ 
ing eaten some withered Yew which had 
been utilised to fill up a hedge gap. Some 
poultry of my own were once attacked by 
what transpired to be Yew poisoning. 
They had picked up the small, cast-off 
leaflets of a Yew-tree, and, as a post¬ 
mortem disclosed, they coutracted intense 
inflammation of the intestinal tract. 
Some of the birds 1 managed to save by 
repeated doses of sweet oil, but others 
died in from four to six hours. Now, 
these birds were accustomed to picking 
the green leaves off the shoots which came 
up thickly round the stump of the tree 
which stood in their pen, but no apparent 
barm was done until the semi-dry leaves 
fell and were eaten. Both tame and wild 
rabbits will devour green Yew with im¬ 
munity. 

In certain districts of southern Europe 
the needles of some species of Abies, Juni- 
perus, Ficea, Larix, and others are regu¬ 
larly used for supplementing the food of 
cattle, cither in the green state or dried 
and crushed. Again, when I was in 
British Columbia about two years ago I 
citme upon a somewhat enlightening in¬ 
stance relevant to this subject. Mr. E. C. 
Lawrence, once a farmer in tlio Old 
Country, now a rancher in British 
Columbia, and a Field Commissioner on 
the Dominion Board of Conservation—a 
branch of Canada’s Agricultural Depart¬ 
ment—told me that during winter he fed 
Ills sheep extensively, and other cattle to 
a less extent, on brunches of Fir (prob¬ 
ably Douglas) and other Conifers. The 
“white months” are extremely severe 
where Mr. Lawrence's ranch is situated, 
and I was assured that the sheep for long 
Iieriods at a time did not only get uo other 
hand-feeding but these Fir branches 
(hacked off young trees and thrown Into 
the lien), hut Unit they kept in remark¬ 
ably gootl condition on the diet. The only 
Conifer which my informer in this in¬ 
stance told me he did not use was the 
" Bull ” or Yellow Bine (Binus iionderosii p. 
There is in British Columbia a firm belief 
among farmers that the foliage of the 
latter is a frequent cause of abortion in 
cattle. 


Some ten or eleven years ago there was 
a scare raised regarding the alleged 
Iioisonous nature of Oupressus inacro- 
earpa and C. Nootkaensis, both of which 
were said to have been discovered in tin* 
stomachs of some heifers that had died 
mysteriously, but i do not remember ever 
having heard of any other evidence against 
these species. The probability is that a 
great many Conifers possess properties 
irritating to the digestive organs of 
animals, even if they do not actually cause 
death or very serious illness. Tito reason 
why authentic information of a conclusive 
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nature is so wanting on the subject is that 
cattle dislike the taste of these resin, oil, 
and gum bearing trees, and avoid eating 
them. A. T. Johnson. 

[We doubt the good of printing the 
above as tending to promote the idea that 
it Is only a certain state of the Tew that 
is fatal to horses or cows. There is 
abundant, evidence that the fresh shoots 
are deadly, also the cut ones thrown over 
the wall into a field, as recently at Ely. 
Within 20 yards of where I write there 
is a high bunk, mostly of heavy clay, which 
was planted with Tew with a view to 
shelter the house from the north and east. 
The bnnk was well fenced with iron, and 


in the wood and burn every twig. In 
fences, seedling trees are better cut out 
and burnt.—W.] 


RHODODENDRON TUNNANENSE. 
From Central and Western China we have 
of late years received many valuable 
flowering shrubs, and among them dif¬ 
ferent members of the genus Rhododen¬ 
dron are strongly represented. For the 
introduction of R. Tunnanense we are in¬ 
debted to l’Abbd Delavay, who discovered 
a great number of plants in that little 
known region. The species under notice 
first flowered at Kew in 1897. It forms a 
freely-branched yet somewhat loose-grow- 


the latter half of May, so that it mostly 
escapes the spring frosts. It is perfectly 
hardy. Apart from its own beauty this 
distinct species is likely to prove of value 
to the hybridist in the production of new 
varieties. 


The Serbian Spruce (Picea Ouiorika).— 
A good deal can be said in favour of the 
extended cultivation of this Spruce, for 
not only does it form a decidedly orna¬ 
mental tree, but it gives better results in 
the neighbourhood of towns than most of 
the other species. Moreover, it grows 
rapidly, and will probably be of value for 
forest planting. A native of Serbia and 



A group of Rhododendron Yunnanense in a Sussex garden. 


not easily got at by stock. One day a 
young, tall, and powerful horse was tied 
to the fence, and getting a mouthful of 
the Tew was dead within fifteen minutes 
of getting home to the stable. Clippings 
of Tew thrown into a pasture are so easily 
put in the way of the animals that the 
false idea of these not being dangerous 
gets about. In parts of Kent where the 
Tew is frequent on the hills the tree is 
out of the way of stock, as all Tew should 
be. Where frequent in woods the only 
safe way is to train the tret' so that no 
green branches can be within reach of cow 
or horse. In woods cattle may break in 
through a gap in rhe fence. As many as 
forty bullocks were killed or injured this 
way at Filllngham Cattle. So trim Tews 
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ing bush that flowers freely when not more 
than a yard high, though it will probably 
in time attain double that height or even 
more. The slender shoots are clothed with 
broadly - lanceolate leaves, each lrom 
2 inches to .'! inches in length and some¬ 
what thin in texture. Out of bloom it is 
not unlike a loose form of the Himalayan 
R. cinnabarinum or R. triflorum, but the 
flowers are altogether different, those of R. 
Tunnanense, which are borne live or six 
together, being individually about 2 inches 
in diameter, of a very iiale lilac, almost 
white, with conspicuous bright crimson 
blotches on the two upper segments. The 
contrast between this colouring and the 
rest of the flower is very marked. As a 
rule, this Rhododendron flowers towards 


Bosnia, it has only been known since 1S75. 
and there are few trees in the country over 
twenty years old. In its native country it 
grows 100 feet high, with a narrow head 
of branches. Here it grows fast and re¬ 
tains its narrow, pyramidal iiabit. It: is 
easily distinguished from the common 
Spruce by its softer, flat leaves, which arc- 
dark, glossy green above and grey beneath. 
Dike other Spruces, it gives the best re¬ 
sults where the soil is on the moist side, 
though in drier ground it grows better 
than some of the other Piceas. Imitorted 
seeds, which before the outbreak of war 
could occasionally be procured in quantity, 
germinate readily, but few of the seeds so 
far matured in this country have proved 
fertile.—D. W. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

VEGETABLE SOUrS. 

Here are some remarks of Mrs. Kellog, an 
American food reformer of good repute, 
giving from her book, “ Science in the 
Kitchen,” a few of her recipes which come 
in best with English ways. Her experl- 
enee agrees with ours, that any kind of 
flesh is no good addition to soup. Apart 
from the store of food in a good garden we 
can in winter get the dry cereals and pulses 
from French and other sources. The 
Spanish Chick Pea is also excellent, as are 
Lentils and Chestnuts :— 

In general, when soup is mentioned, 
some preparation of meat and bones is sup- 
posed to be meant, but soups prepared from 
grains, legumes, and vegetables, without 
tlie previous preparation of a “ stock,” are 
in every way equal, and in many points 
superior, to those made from meat and 
bones. If we compare the two we shall 
find that soups made from the grains and 
fresh vegetables rank much higher in 
nutritive value than do meat soups. When 
properly prepared the solid matter which 
enters into the composition of vegetable 
soups is so broken up in the process of 
cooking that it is more easily digested than 
in any other form. In prequiring soups 
from grains, legumes, and vegetables the 
material should lie first cooked in the 
ordinary manner, using as small an amount 
of water as practicable, so as tlie more 
thoroughly to disintegrate or break it up. 
If the material be legumes or grains the 
cooking should lie slow and prolonged. 
The purpose to lie attained in tlie cooking 
of all foods is the partial digestion of the 
food elements; and in general with these 
foods the more slowly (if continuous) tlie 
cooking is done the more completely will 
this be brought about. 

Soups prepared from the grains, legumes, 
and vegetables are so largely composed of 
food material that it is important that they 
be retained in the mouth long enough Im¬ 
proper insalivatiou; and in order to en¬ 
sure this it is well to serve with the soup, 
crofltons, prepared by cutting stale bread 
into small squares or cubes, and browning 
thoroughly in a moderate oven. Put a 
spoonful or two of the croutons into each 
plate, and turn the hot soup over them. 
This plan also serves another purpose— 
that of providing a means whereby' the left¬ 
over bits of stale bread may be utilised to 
advantage. 

SOUPS WITHOUT MILK. 

Raked Bean soup. —Soak a half pint of while 
Beane (Haricot) overnight. In the morning 
turn off the water amt place them in au 
earthen dish with two or two and one-half 
quarts of boiling water; cover and let them 
eirumer in a moderate oven four or five hours. 
Also eoak overnight a tableepoonful of pearl 
tapioca in sufficient water to cover. When the 
Beane are eoft rub through a colander, after 
which add the eoaked tapioca and salt if de¬ 
sired ; also as much powdered Thyme as can ho 
taken on the point of a pell-knife, and suffi¬ 
cient water to make the soup of proper con¬ 
sistency if the water has mostly evaporated. 
Return to the oven and cook one half-hour 
longer. 

Swiss Lentil sobp. —Cook a pint of brown 
Lentils in a small quantity of boiling water. 
Add to the Lentils when nbout half done one 
medium-sized Onion cut in halves or quarters. 
When the Lentils are tender remove the Onion 
with a fork and rub the Lentils through a 
colander. Add sufficient boiling water to make 
three pints in all. Season lightly, reheat to 
boiling, and thicken the whole with four table¬ 
spoonfuls of browned flour rubbed to a cream 
in a little cold water. 

SOUPS WITH MILK AND CREAM. 

Bean and Potato soup—S oak a half pint of 
dry white Haricot Beans ovor night; in the 
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morning drain and put to cook in boiling 
water. When tender, rub through a colander. 
Prepare sliced Potatoes sufficient to make 
one quart, cook in as small a quantity of 
water as possible, rub through a colander, and 
add to the Beans. Add milk or water euificient 
to make two quarts, season lightly. Boil for a 
few minutes, and serve. 

Brown soup. —Simmer together one quart of 
sliced Potatoes and one-third as much of the 
thin brown shavings {not thicker than a six¬ 
pence) from the top of a loaf of whole-wheat 
bread, in one quart of water. The crust must 
not be burned or blackened, and must not in¬ 
clude any of the soft portion of the loaf. 
When the Potatoes are tender, mash all 
through a colander. Flavour with a cup of 
strained, stewed Tomatoes, a little salt, and 
return to the fire; when hot, add a half cup of 
cream, and boiling water to make the soup of 
proper consistency, and 6erve at once. 

Celeki soup. —Chop quite fine enough fresh, 
crisp Celery to make a pint, and cook it until 
tender in a very little boiling water. When 
done, heat three cupfuls of rich milk, part 
cream if it can be afforded, to boiling, add the 
Celery, salt to season, and thicken the whole 
with a tablespoonfnl of flour rubbed smooth in 
a little cold milk; or add to the milk before 
heating a cupful of mashed Potato, turn 
through a colander to remove lumps, reheat, 
add salt and the Celery, and serve. 

Cream Pea soup. —Soak three-fourths of a pint 
of dried Scotch Peas over night in a quart of 
water. In the morning put to cook in boil¬ 
ing water, cover closely and let them simmer 
gently four or five hours, or until tlie Peas 
are very tender and well disintegrated; then 
rub through a colander to remove the skins. 
Just before the Peas are done, prepare the 
Potatoes enough to make a pint and a half 
after being cut in thin slices. Cook (lie Pota¬ 
toes until tender in a small amount of water, 
and rub them through a colander. Add the 
Potatoes thus prepared to the sifted Peas, and 
milk enough to make three and one-half pints 
in all (about one quart). Return to the fire, 
and add a small bead of Celery cut in finger 
lengths, and let the whole simmer together 
ten or fifteen minutes, until flavoured. Re¬ 
move the Celery with a fork, add salt and a 
cup of thin cream. 

Cream Barlev soup.— Wash a cup of Pearl 
Barley, drain, and simmer slowly in two quarts 
of water for four or five hours, adding boiling 
water from time to time as needed. When the 
barley is tender, strain off the liquor, of which 
there should be about three pints; add to it 
a portion of the cooked Barley grains, salt, 
and a clip of whipped cream, and serve. If 
preferred, the beaten yolk of an egg may be 
used instead of cream. 

Plain Rice soup.— Wash and pick over four 
tablespoonfuls of Rice, put it in an earthen 
dish with a quart of water, and place in a 
moderate oven. When the water is all ab¬ 
sorbed add a quart of rich milk, and salt if 
desired; turn into a granite kettle and boil 
ten minutes, or till the Rice is done. Add a 
half cup of sweet cream, and eerve. A slice 
of Onion or stalk of Celery can be boiled with 
the soup after putting in the kettle, and re¬ 
moved before serving if desired to flavour. 

Scotch broth. —Soak over night two table¬ 
spoonfuls of Pearl Barley anti one of coarse 
oatmeal in water sufficient to cover them. In 
the morning put tile grains, together with tlie 
water in which they were soaketl, into two 
quarts of water and simmer for several hours, 
adding boiling water as needed. About an 
hour before the'soup is required add a Turnip 
cut into small dice, a grated Carrot, and one 
half cup of fine pieces of the brown portion 
of the crust of a loaf of whole-wheat bread. 
Rub all through a colander and add the salt, 
a cup of milk, and a half cup of thin cream. 
This should make about three pints of soup. 
(To be continued.) 


Chicory (or Witloof). —Well grown and 
gently forced this is a useful winter veget¬ 
able, anti deserves the care of a good cook. 
It. should not be served in a watery state, 
but as free from water as may lie and 
with a very little fresh butter or gravy. 


Home-grown it is often too thin and open 
—unlike the close heads of the Belgian- 
grown now no longer to be had. Our 
Belgian friends will perhaps tell us how to 
grow it as they do. 


THE TRUTH ABOUT SUGAR. 

Du. Leonard Hill, in a letter to The 
Times, should do much to disabuse people 
in the faith in flesh and sugar. 

The bed rock diet for war consists of 
tlie cereals Wheat, Barley, and Oats, 
Potatoes, vegetables, and fruit, with 
Nut butter and milk, and such animal 
fat and meat as can be raised after 
filling tlie whole population adequately 
with cereal food. We have been 
robbing tlie cereals of the offal—in¬ 
cluding some of the most important 
foodstuffs they contain—to feed cattle, 
devoting Barley to brewing and pig and 
poultry raising, etc., with great econo¬ 
mic loss, for the full food value of the 
cereals is secured only when man him- 
self eats them. There is to be con¬ 
sidered not only this loss of food value, 
but tlie euormous expenditure of 
human energy in the raising of cattle, 
and still more in the manipulation of 
brewing and the handling of beer, to¬ 
gether witli tlie economic loss of coal 
in brewing and tlie carrying of brewing 
materials. In addition there is the 
economic loss which results from tlie 
diminished working power and the ill¬ 
ness and crime produced by over- 
indulgence ill alcohol and the sickness 
and diminished productive energy pro¬ 
duced by over-indulgence in meaty 
foods, such over-indulgence being very 
unlikely on a bed rock diet of cereals 
with a minimum of animal food. 

It should lie borne in mind that sugar 
is an artificial food separated from 
natural foodstuffs, in which it natur¬ 
ally exists in small amounts, and 
physiologically nets as an apiietiser. 
The separation of this appetiser and 
its cheapness have not been an un¬ 
mitigated good, for it has led to an 
over-indulgence, particularly by those 
tcmiaqate with alcohol, in sweets and 
liighly-sweetened confectionery. 1 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Oatmeal and its right use_I was glad 

to read the note by “ W. R.” on page £70. 
Oatmeal porridge is too seldom seen in its 
right condition. Underboiling is responsi¬ 
ble for much of this. Unless properly 
cooked, it is not nearly so digestible or 
agreeable. Another fault with porridge 
met with in many places is that it is lumpy, 
owing to want of care in putting in the 
Oatmeal and in stirring it in the pan. On 
the other hand, some of the porridge one 
sees is far from tempting in appearance. 
As served in some London hotels and 
restaurants, for example, it is a sloppy- 
lookiug mess. lVrsonaily, I prefer lior- 
ridge with new milk alone without sugar, 
hut in youth 1 have had to take it, in the 
absence of milk, then not easy to obtain in 
winter, with sugar (brown), syrup, treacle, 
and even treacle beer or small beer, as it 
is often called. We were always glad to 
return to new milk, however. Oatmeal 
ixu ridge, made with a little salt and taken 
with new milk, or even buttermilk, is an 
excellent food, and I enjoy nothing better 
for lunch in summer than a dish of por¬ 
ridge. Fresh-ground Oatmeal, not too 
rough, makes better porridge than Quaker 
or other partially-cooked preparations. 
Scotch Oats are better than Canadian, and 
much of the Scottish Oatmeal trade has 
been lost by re-grinding Canadian Oatmeal 
and selling it as “ Scotch.”— Scotsman. 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. the house, was a help in all ways, the | border in the open, with a few ashes put 

Stonecroi>s and Houseleeks taking to it over it in winter. It grows from IS inches 
OUTDOOR PLANTS. as readily as to their native rocks. J to 2 feet high, and sends up narrow, ehan- 

- ^ -nelled leaves, and delightful umbels of 

THE GARDEN TORCH. Bessera elegans. —Planters of bulbs in drooping flowers, whose pendulous habit 

To many houses a porch entering on the spring may be reminded of Bessera ele- I renders absolutely appropriate the specific 
flower garden is a great gain. Porches are guns, a charming Mexican plant, which, name of elegans. The general colour is 



Garden 'porch, Gravetye. (Sir Ernest George’s design.) 


often absurd and often very ill-made, too unfortunately, is just on the border-line ; scarlet, but there are varieties—hardly 
small, or of ugly material. The porch i between tenderness and hardiness, and is ever obtainable from the dealer—with 
shown In this picture was built against best treated as a frame or cool green- scarlet and white, purple and white, and 
i stone house so old anti good in form and house or alpine house bulb. It has been purple blooms, riant in spring, and, if 
colour that Sir Ernest George hesitated to grown successfully even in Scotland in a in the open, near a south wall is prefer- 
add It, but succeeded so well that it is cold-frame protected by a mat in severe able. In i>ots the Bessera is charming, 
never noticed ns a modern addition. The weather, but in the south It may be at- and three bulbs In a 0 J !neh pot look very 
stone roof of old Horslmnrslabs, as olfl as ! tempted satisfactorily in a dry, sunny pleasing when in bloom. I plant about 
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4 inches deep in the ojien, and the plants 
flower from July to September.— 
S. Arnott. 


IMPROVING A LAWN. 

Can a lawn which is habitually too soft be im¬ 
proved and hardened by the application of 
cinders?—N. E. 

[A lawn in the condition mentioned 
would lead one to assume that it either 
requires draining, or, if that was 
attended to when the lawn was made, that 
the drains are not acting properly as a re¬ 
sult perhaps of the outlet of the main drain 
being blocked or in consequence of some 
of the cross drains having been laid on 
made ground, which may have sunk, 
causing the drain-pipes to drop below their 
original positions or levels. Either would 
Icing about a stagnation of water and 
lead to the surface becoming soft and un¬ 
pleasant to walk upon. A lawn, we may 
mention, that is effectively drained always 
has a firm surface. We, therefore, suggest 
that if drains exist they be examined, and 
if found faulty, as we suspect they will 
be in such case, to have them put right at 
once. If the drains are found to be in 


aid the services of a practical agricultural 
drainer, and allow him to do the work for 
you. With regard to the placing of a coat 
of ashes between the turf and soil, this is 
sometimes done with the idea of prevent¬ 
ing worm-casts disfiguring and spoiling the 
surface, but we have never known them 
to be employed for the purpose suggested, 
and think such a proceeding would be non- 
effective.] 

GLAUCIDIUM PALMATEM. 

This is quite a novelty from Japan, and, 
so far as I remember, has been exhibited 
on one occasion only—in the early summer 
of last year at one of the Royal Horticul¬ 
tural Society’s meetings—by Mr. Amos 
Perry, of Enfield. The example shown in 
the picture was from a plant of the first, 
consignment to reach this country in 1914. 
A woodland plant at home, attaining 18 
inches or 20 inches high, it has large pal¬ 
mate leaves and solitary flowers, in colour 
ranging from pure white to deep lavender. 
That exhibited approximated to the latter 
shade. It is said that it grows well in a 
partially shaded position in moist, sandy 
peat. I have not grown the plant, and am 


Desgrauge, Mme. Marie Masse, Horace 
Martin, Bronze Masse, and others bloom¬ 
ing till quite lately. A notable difference 
between this season and last is found in 
the case of rock plants. Last year these 
gave us a second bloom very late in the 
•season, but this year they have not. The 
reason is probably that many of them came 
into bloom so very early this year before 
they had strength to flower, and have been 
too weak to bloom again.— E. T. Ei.lik, 
Sheffield. 

OXALIS LOBATA. 

Mr. E. Charles Buxton (see p. 637) does 
well to re-direct the attention of the 
readers of Gardening Illustrated to 
what the late J. Wood, of Kirkstall, wrote 
of the hardiness of the above plant exactly 
twenty-five years ago. Then, as now, ap¬ 
parently, there wore those who were 
sceptical on the point and probably those 
with whom it did not behave as a hardy 
subject were themselves—unwittingly it 
may be—responsible for it. I put it that 
way because there are some who measure 
the depth at which a small bulb or tuber 
should lie planted by its own size. That in 
the case of this Oxalis would mean that 
its tubers would be quite near the surface, 
and they would, therefore, probably suffer 
in a very severe winter in cold districts. 
Surely the note referred to giving experi¬ 
ence gained in a northern county, certainly 
not generally favourable to Chilian plants, 
should go far to reassure those who are in 
doubt. At Ryde the late Rev. H. Ewbank 
grew it quite successfully in open borders. 
But. then, Ryde is a favoured locality 1 
shall be told. At Wisley it has, I believe, 
stood out at least three years, and those 
in the gardens there consider that if frost 
effects are felt anywhere it is there. The 
most complete success I have met, how¬ 
ever, was a few weeks since at Earlham 
Hall, where, colonising itself freely, and 
well-established after being three years 
planted, a patch of it was showing 100 or 
more of its rich butter-yellow blossoms, as 
lovely a picture as one could conceive on a 
sunny October day. But none of these 
localities can equal in the test for hardi¬ 
ness that recorded by the late Mr. Wood 
so long ago. Only recently, when exhibited 
by Mr. Clarence Elliott before the Royal 
Horticultural Society, was the plant given 
an Award of Merit, after being known to 
gardeners for nearly a century. At that 
time a grower of alpines was opposed to 
the award on the grounds of its being “ not 
hardy.” My own experience of it is that, 
planted inches deep, it is quite hardy, 
succeeding best in stillish loam with peat 
or leaf-mould, and sand added freely. O. 
enneaphylla also assumes its greatest 
vigour in a like soil, which, preferably, 
should also be cool and on the moist side, 
cultural conditions opposed, I believe, to 
those generally obtaining and widely re¬ 
moved from those in which the species is 
found in Nature. The slavish imitation 
of Nature-known conditions in our gardens 
may, because of the altered circumstances, 
be found opposed to complete success; 
hence it behoves everybody who gardens 
with choice tilings—plants for which no 
rule of thumb will apply—to experiment 
for himself in the hope of presently 
arriving at the best. Oxalis lobata has so 
frequently been recommended for light, 
sandy, and well-drained soils that the 
recommendation to plant in stifiish and 
cool loam may come as a surprise. Kirk¬ 
stall is neither warm nor genial, albeit the 
late Mr. Wood refers to it succeeding with 
a friend “whose climate is even worse, 
colder, a lower elevation, and heavier 
land.” If such conditions gave success 
twenty-five years ago, why need we pamper 
this brilliant ktlctobeJ flower to-day'.' 
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good order, but not acting as a result of- 
their being laid too deep or through the 
water not being able to find its way into 
them on account of the soil being of a 
heavy, adhesive nature, the remedy is to 
reopen the trenches in which they are laid 
and fill them to within 9 inches of the sur¬ 
face with brickbats, clinkers, and rough 
stones. This would have the effect of 
draining off the superfluous moisture. If 
no drains exist, then lay them 5 yards 
apart, and arrange for their discharge 
into a main drain with an outlet at the 
lowest point. Lay the drains 2 feet deep 
if the soil is heavy and the subsoil of clay, 
and partly fill up the trench afterwards 
with the material before mentioned. If 
the soil is of a lighter nature than that 
named the drains may be laid 1 foot 
deeper. Two-inch ordinary agricultural 
drain-pipes will suffice for the cross-drains, 
and if the main drain will be out of the 
way of tree roots or nowhere near 
where hedges are growing, ordinary 4-inch 
pipes will answer. If not, socket pipes 
will be necessary, the joints to be made 
good with cement to prevent roots from 
getting in and choking them. You had 
better in such .-yeoptingency e|ll to your 
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indebted to Mr. Perry Ijor the particulars 
in this note. Mr. Bowles has, I think, 
grown it and could give more information 
concerning it. When first shown, how¬ 
ever. I considered it a plant of rare merit 
and very distinct. E. II. Jenkins. 

Late blooms.—I have been very inter¬ 
ested in the notes on the above by 
“ W. McG., Balmae,” in Gardening Illus¬ 
trated for December 23rd. Although we 
cannot boast of such a good list of plants 
in bloom in this district, we had a few out 
up to the time the snow fell a few days 
ago (December 18th). We had Michaelmas 
Daisies and a few stray Stocks, Lupins, 
and Doronicums up to the end of 
November, as well as a large selection of 
Roses, but these did not continue into 
December. Of the plants in bloom till the 
18th. the most notable were Chrysanthe¬ 
mum maximum, the Calendula, and the 
ordinary Chrysanthemum. The double 
Calendula had snow covering its large 
blooms in November, but it did not seem to 
mind it, though the other plants felt the 
snow a good deal, picking up again after 
it had gone. As regards ordinary Chrys¬ 
anthemums, we had Cranford White, Mme. 
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BR0DI2EAS. 

Tins charming family of North American 
liliaceous plants is very easily grown. The 
bijibs may be planted from October to De¬ 
cember, and, in mild districts, will pass 
the winter unprotected. If the weather is 
very severe a covering of loose litter will 
ensure their safety. The following are the 
best: — 

B. coccinea. —This is of the easiest cul¬ 
ture in light, sandy soils, or even in peat, 
and will send up its wiry stems to 2 feet 
high, these being crowned by an umbel of 
reddish-crimson, tubular-shaped flowers. 

B. co.ngesta has long aud wiry stems, 
the flowers in a dense umbel; purplish-blue 
in colour, and very' lasting. B. alba is a 
pretty white-flowered variety. B. capitatu 
much resembles this kind. 

B. c.raxdiflora. —This grows about 5 
inches high, the deep purplish-blue flowers 
being borne in a loose umbel in July. At 
the time of flowering the foliage is gener¬ 
ally more or less withered, and to hide the 
nakedness of the stems it is advisable to 


about flfteen flowers in the umbel: the 
colour purplish-blue, with a lighter centre. 

B. pedcncu laris is a pretty white- 
flowered species, with a large umbel of 
porcelain-white blossoms. 


VEGETABLES. 

NOTES ON BROCCOLI. 

The Broccoli crop, although certainly an 
important one, cannot by any means be 
termed a reliable one. So true is this, that 
many gardeners, especially those living in 
low-lying situations, are annually reducing 
their Broccoli quarters. Since the hardy- 
little Colewort became more widely known, 
many wisely All vacant plots from which 
Peas and Potatoes have been cleared with 
euccessional batches of this delicious vege¬ 
table in place of winter Broccoli, no better 
investment being possible, as it is abso¬ 
lutely frost-proof. 

Although blanks will occur in Broccoli 
plantations during sharp winters, their 


Brodicea Hoicclli lilacma. 


plant the bulb among some other low- 
growing plants. 

B. Howelli. —In this species the flowers 
are milky-white. A beautiful variety of it 


extent might be greatly lessened if a more 
rational mode of culture were adopted. 
So long as growers insist on planting on 
richly-manured land, and so thickly that 
ililacina j here figured has delicate bluish | sun, light, aud air cannot penetrate to the 
flowers, retaining its fine deep green , plants, so long will wholesale failures have 
foliage at the time of flowering, and throw- to be recorded, as the tissues formed under 
ing up sturdy stems about 2 feet high, such conditions cannot withstand the in- 
crowned by large flat, umbels of well- { roads of severe frost, especially when oc- 


of any kind will be needed. Any favourite 
kind less hardy than others may well be 
given a south border and be extra thinly 
planted. In regard to laying Broccoli 
with the idea of preserving the heads from 
frost, as practised by some, my- opinion is 
that it does very- little good, as it is not 
the lower portion of the stems that usually 
succumbs first, but the higher portion 
amongst the leaves immediately below the 
head. 

Generally the working-man grows but 
few Broccolis. His best friend amongst 
this winter section of Brassicas- is the 
Purple Sprouting, and in spite of some 
other so-called sprouting forms this re¬ 
mains the hardiest aud the best of them 
all. When White Broccolis are seen in 
small gardens or on allotments they are 
generally those of moderate growth and 
such as heart in fairly early. Late varie¬ 
ties, such as Late Queen and Model, will 
not suit the small gardener. Not only has 
he no space to devote to a crop that is so 
long on the ground, but he wants to have 
a successional crop in uud making good 
growth ere the late Broccolis can be 
cleared off. P. T. 

MUSHROOMS. 

If a bed is required to be in bearing 
by tlie end of February, one large enougli 
| to meet requirements should be made up 
at once. If material in sufficient quantity 
and in the right condition, as a result of 
its having been frequently turned, is at 
hand nothing remains to be done but take 
j it in and make up the bed—which at this 
time of year should, if ou the flat, be IS 
I inches deep—spawning and soiling it down 
! when the temperature has receded to S3 
degs. On the other hand, if a sufficiency 
| of droppings has just been collected, these 
should be thrown together to induce fer¬ 
mentation, and the after-process of turn¬ 
ing and sweetening the mass carried out 
as expeditiously as possible. Beds in full 
bearing must on no account be allowed to 
become too dry, otherwise the Mushrooms 
now appearing will dry up instead of de¬ 
veloping, while those of nearly full-size 
will be of a leathery texture. Tepid water 
I applied either with a iiuc-rosed pot or 
i syringe should be afforded as soon as the 
soil casing of the bed is found to be getting 
drier than it should be. Damping the 
walls and pathway with tepid water 
should also be attended to. Beils on the 
wane may be helped to yield a further 
supply by applying enough tepid water, iu 
i which 1 oz. of salt or guano to each gallon 
has been dissolved, to moisten the soil, 
but not the manure beneath it. A tem¬ 
perature of 55 degs. to 58 degs. suffices if 
the beds are yieldiug a sufficient quantity 
to meet requirements. Gathering should 
ba done daily, never allowing any speci¬ 
mens to become overgrown or to decay on 
the surface of the bed. K. r. 8. 


SEED POTATOES. 

It is idle to deny that there will lie some 


shaped flowers of a delicate milky-white curring immediately after heavy rains. In 

and light lilac-blue. As in the case of ! the first [dace, the seed should be sown on I difficulty connected with the procuring of 
many of the other members of this family , very firm ground in a jsisition fully ol>en | Potatoes in the coming year. The 


the flowers are very lasting. When cut to the sun, and the seedlings well thinned 
and placed in water they will remain in out as soon as they can he handled, and 


good condition for at least a fortnight. It 
flowers about the eml of May, and a clump 
will remain iu good condition for at least 
three weeks. 

B. lax a is a very old garden plant, of 
which there are several varieties, not only- 
varying in the colour of the flowers, which 


afterwards transplanted into beds. This 
Is necessary in order to ensure strong, 
stocky plants. Unless where compulsory, 
Broccoli should never be planted between 
rows of Potatoes. 

Mid winter sorts should be 
manure-free land or should 


in the species is of a deep purplish-blue, , free-rooting crop, no digging being neces- 


crop of the present season lias been a dis¬ 
appointing one, disease has been more than 
usually prevalent, and there is a very great 
proportion of tubers inferior alike in size 
and quality. In an ordinary season the 
use of these smaller tubers far seed is not 
uncommon, and. as a rule, the produce 
- planted oii^ from such is fairly satisfactory. Never- 
follow some tlieless, l 


but also iu the size of the flowers and the 
umbels. 

B. mix on. probably not more than a 
variety of (lie foregoing, is very pretty; 
the scajie is not iuyre>thaii an inqji high, 

Digitize 


regiiuig, is very prei 
iiurcsthun an inqli hi; 
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sary, as the firmer the root-run the better. 
A space of 2| feet between the plants is 
not too much, and if the plants are got 
out in good time—a iwint of paramount 
inqiortance—no manure-water or feeding 


am of opinion that the use of 
very small tubers is a mistake. Very often 
Potatoes of inferior size and quality are 
placed on one side, with the remark that 
they will be ail right for seed. This is a 
mistake, and it will bl^ ail expensive one 
lor Uiijise whq-pRictiseJt during tile forth- 
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coining planting season. It must be obvi¬ 
ous that these small tubers cannot possibly 
be mature, in view of the excessive wet and 
the lack of sunshine, and it is quite possi¬ 
ble that Incipient disease may be present. 

We hear much in these days of a com¬ 
paratively new variety of Totato “ running 
out,” ae it is termed. After looking rather 
closely into the matter, and after experi¬ 
menting to a considerable extent, I am 
convinced that were more care given to 
the selection of the right type of seed we 
would hear much less talk of a variety 
“ running out.” A neighbour of mine 
grew the old American Rose for, to my 
knowledge, at least fifteen years. He 
selected his seed with great care, and the 
crops, when he left the district, were as 
good in the last as in the first year. More, 
the superior stamina possessed by well- 
selected, typical tubers apiieareil to render 
tile produce almost immune to the attacks 
of disease, it seems only reasonable to 
assume that small tubers such as are, by 
some, considered to be quite suitable for 
seed purposes, cannot have the same 
amount of natural vigour as those of a 
larger size. In the case of the latter, 1 
would discourage cutting. Whole sets, 1 
think, are mucli more likely to give heavy 
returns than cut tubers, and there is less 
•longer of attacks from wireworm or slugs, 
should these be present. In view, how¬ 
ever, of a probable scarcity of seed, cutting 
may have to be practised during the forth¬ 
coming season, and in such a case it ought 
to be done well in advance of planting, in 
order that the wound may callus ami be¬ 
come Impervious to the attacks of wire- 
worm. It will be necessary, too, to scruti¬ 
nise seed Potatoes much more closely than 
usual, and to reject such as are even 
specked by disease. 

The abnormal prices obtained for Pota¬ 
toes during the past few months will, in¬ 
evitably, react upon the prices asked for 
seed, and we must be pre]iared to pay a 
sum much in advance of what lias hitherto 
been asked. In such a case buyers will be 
justified in asking for hand-picked tubers 
free from disease, but whether such a con¬ 
cession will be made by the sellers is quite 
another question. It seems to me, there¬ 
fore, that those who can save their own 
semi tubers will, for once in a way, bo the 
gainers. It may be said that, owing to the 
present inflated prices, Potatoes will be 
grown much more extensively next year. 
I differ. There will be a feeling that 
everybody will grow more, that prices will 
fall, and that, therefore, it will not be 
worth any given cultivator’s while to in¬ 
crease bis area of Potatoes. 

A Scottish Garden eb. 


PEAS FOR FORCING. 

Wiiat are the best kinds of edible Pea for forc¬ 
ing under glass, and what method should be 
followed in so doing?—N. E. 

[For pots you would find Early Giant a 
suitable variety of Pea iu every way. If 
a pit is to be given up to them, then Har¬ 
binger, a very dwarf, prolific variety, 
should prove satisfactory. I'ots 12 inches 
in diameter are a suitable size, and these 
should be three parts filled with similar 
compost to that required for Potatoes, to 
which a little fine lime rubble may with 
advantage be added. The remainder of 
the space should be filled up with soil when 
the plants are ready for moulding, and 
staking done at the same time. Over¬ 
crowding of the plants must be avoided— 
nine in a pot being an ample number. Pro¬ 
vide a bed of similar compost for 

Pit culture, file surface of which for 
file variety named should not be less than 
2 feet from the glass. In this sow the seed 
in rows IS inches apart, allowing Hie rows 
to run from hack to front of the uit. Sup- 
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port the plants In good time, half worn- 
out Birch brooms being suitable for this. 
Peas, unlike Potatoes, require a good deal 
of water when in full growth, and liquid- 
manure is of great assistance in the for¬ 
warding of the crop. While it is essential 
that tlie plants he protected from frost, 
forcing as It is generally understood must 
not be attempted ; in fact, the nearer the 
cultural conditions approximate to those 
they experience when grown in the open 
the better the results.] 


ONIONS. 

Few vegetables give better results for 
previous preparation of the soil than 
Onions, and the one who sets about tlie 
work in the winter may rest assured that 
it is time well spent. Onions nmy l>e 
grown on soil that is comparatively i>oor, 
by assisting it, but the ideal soil is a good, 
stiff loam, and this should be brought into 
a state of further efficiency by trenching 
in late autumn 2 feet deep, digging into 
the bottom spit, some well-rotted farmyard 
manure if procurable; falling this, stable- 
manure that lias stood for, say, a year. A 
dressing of similar manure should be in¬ 
corporated with the soil of the top spit, as 
the roots delve in search of food and lame¬ 
nt thereby. If, as sometimes happens, tlie 
grower can obtain manure from fowl-]>ons, 
this may, with profit, take the place of 
the stable-manure in tlie top spit. The 
surface of tlie bed, if at all heavy and 
lumpy, must lie left rough so that rain and 
frost may reduce it to a desirable state. 
In February advantage should be taken to 
give the bed a dressing of lime and soot, 
and Imrnt vegetable refuse or wood-asties; 
indeed, no one attempting to grow Onions 
can afford to let the sweep depart with an 
ounce of soot from his household, inas¬ 
much ns it is an important standby. I 
prefer to plant Onions that have been 
raised in heat and sown in January, and 
pricked out carefully into boxes deep 
enough to admit of the roots growing until 
they can tie again shifted into a bed in a 
cold frame—a bed which is something 
more than a heap of soil—one made up of 
loam and rotted dung. Here the plants 
can remain until it is time to plant them 
out of doors in April, giving ample venti¬ 
lation in the meantime and plenty of space 
between eacli plant. 

Planting.— Before transferring them to 
their final quarters the bed must again 
have attention. Towards the end of 
March it must be trodden down and made 
firm and level. April should see the plants 
in their place in the bed, and here, again, 
care is needed to avoid doubling the roots. 
To obviate this, use a blunt dibber, or, 
better still, a trowel, spreading the roots 
out and pressing each plant iu firmly. The 
small bulb should not he much below the 
surface. To secure heavy bulbs, 1 foot 
apart each way is a good rule to follow. 
Throughout the season Onions must be 
kept free from weeds if the best results 
are to be obtained. When the bulbs begiu 
to what is commonly known as “ sit on 
the ground ” stimulants should be given 
in tlie shape of liquid-manure made from 
sheep or cow droppings, but before this, 
soot and salt may lie dusted over the beds 
with great advantage. In a dry period 
tlie plants should be thoroughly saturated 
with water. Leahuest. 


VOTES AND HE TLIE S. 

Kale.— Where a winter vegetable is 
wanted over a long period, and one that 
may lie relied upon to stand the severest 
weather, no matter how exposed tlie posi¬ 
tion, I Avould plant Kale, taist spring, in 
view of extra demands, I planted out a 
breadth of A1 Kale and Drumhead, both 


of which will lie ready for cutting from 
December and onwards for many weeks. 
Tlie A1 is a splendid Kale, after the type 
of the old Scotch or Curly Green, but 
greatly improved, the foliage being fim¬ 
briated, and as tender when cooked as it 
is attractive in growth. I gave the plants 
at least 2 feet either way, and mulched 
them well in August. This has more than 
reiiaid for the trouble, as there is an 
abundant crop, and side sprouts are 
numerous. These, when cooked, are very 
delicate. The Drumhead Kale is very 
dwarf, growing close to the ground. It 
makes an acceptable dish. In small gar¬ 
dens where there is little room this 
is a really profitable vegetable.— Wood- 
bastwick. 

Sowing Peas in autumn.— Years ago the 
custom of sowing some of the early round- 
seeded Fens in lute autumn was followed 
by most of the leading gardeners. This is 
now almost unknown, due, perhaps, in 
part, to the coming of the Marrowfat 
tv|>e of Pea, which can be had so early 
from plants raised under glass. There is 
no question of tlie superiority of these 
early Marrowfats over the round-seeded 
kinds, as they are superior in size of jiod, 
and their flavour, too, is much better. 
These high-class l'cas arc not so hardy, 
lienee it is not safe to sow them early in 
the New Year. Should the weather be 
cold, wet, and frosty following an early 
sowing the chances are the greater iiortion 
of the seed will perish. In this, too, soil 
and situation play an important part. I 
have known early sowings of the hardy, 
round Peas get so badly crippled by a 
winter's frost as to be quite useless, the 
ground requiring re-sowing. Autumn-sown 
Peas must lie regarded as a lottery. I 
have observed that there is no real gain in 
sowing too early, much depending on the 
weather. Should tlie winter be very mild 
there is a tendency In Peas to grow away 
freely, and when there is much soft growth, 
and this is overtaken by a sharp spell of 
frost, they are liable to be cut to tlie 
ground. I consider the end, rather than 
tlie beginning, of November a better time 
to sow. Slugs have to be reckoned with, 
ami it would be well to apply at the time 
of digging one of tlie several soil fumi¬ 
gants ns a protection against slug raids. 
The oncc-popular Lightning, Ringleader, 
Eclipse, and Sangster's No. 1 are, to many 
present-day gardeners, quite unknown. 
The Pilot lias a good following, because It 
gives a good crop of large pods and is very 
hardy. Bountiful, too, is a good, round- 
seeded Pea for winter sowing.—W. S., 
Wilts. 

New Allotments—what to plant.—People, 
who start with the beet of intentions, with an 
allotment garden, eometimee find at the end of 
the year that they have been growing too 
many things. This is not to be wondered at, 
especially with townsfolk. It ie just ae well, • 
however, to provide for future use, as for 
summer requirements, and those who are 
about to embark on a garden should remember 
the chief crops, like Potatoes, Peas, Beane, and 
Winter Greens, calculating what they will re¬ 
quire, and planting accordingly. Any room 
to spare may be devoted to Beet. Carrots, 
Parsnips, Celery, etc. Potatoes next year 
ought to have fiist claims.—W. P. I). 

Ground occupied with winter Greens.--As 
soon as winter Greene are cut the stumps 
should be at once uprooted, the ground 
roughly dug and given a dressing of lime. One 
sometimes notices that stumps are left, pre¬ 
sumably for the few sprouts that a few of them 
subsequently yield, but the advantage in this 
direction is small when it is remembered that 
the soil ie not turned over and renewed. Tlie 
Brassicas take so much from the ground that 
before future crops can lie provided for, the 
soil should be deeply dug and exposed to the 
weather.—WoopnAsrwici. 
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OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

Is bloom December 26 th.— A ndromeda flori- 
lumla. T.aurustinus. Osmanthua ilicifoliua, 
Hiimtimelis arhorea, Ja&minum nudiflorum. 
Daphne Mczcreum, Correas, Veronicas, Erica 
rarnea (in variety), E. mediterranea hyhrida, 
l. lusttanica. (Portuguese Heath), Periwinkles, 
t hrysooonum virginianum, Auhrietia, Winter 
Heliotrope, Iris atylosa. 

Work op tub wkek. —Since writing mv last 
notes we have had a heavy fall of enow and 
set ere frosts. It has been necessary to go 
round all choice trees and shrubs, and gently 
shake the enow from them. Yuccas might be 
more often grown in midland and northern 
gardens than they are if the leaves were 
drawn upwards and tied fairly tight towards 
the tips above the crown of the plants in 
winter to protect the hearts and younger 
foliage from enow and wet, combined with 
frtwt. If the plante are tall and leggy the 
stems might also be protected by liay-bande 
twisted neatly round them. Many herbaceous 
plants replanted in autumn are slow to root, 
and are often partially lifted out of the 
ground by each recurring frost of any severity, 
to whenever a thaw occurs the groups should 
be gone over, and the plants pressed well back 
into the soil again. Neglect of this will lead 
u> many gai>* that have to be filled up again 
in spring with plants that will not flower so 
veil nor so strongly as those planted in 
autumn. Few shrubs flower more freely than 
Jasminum nudiflorum. and during the winter 
it is one of the brightest things to be seen 
the garden. Although usually grown on 
wall, this is by no means necessary for its 
successful flowering, for if planted against a 
rough fence, old tree trunk, or against a group 
of rough tree branches it makes a pretty, in¬ 
formal mass. the long, wand-like shoots 
* mothered with blossoms arranging t hem- 
wives in a free and graceful manner. Planted 
m company with Ivy, either on a wall or 
large tree root, it i» also very pretty, the 
preen leaves of the Ivy setting off the flowers. 
If required for house decoration, branches of 
this Jasmine cut and opened in water in a 
warm room will be of a better colour than if 
left to open on the plant. When any pruning 
** rwpiired it should be done immediately the 
flowers are over. The Winter Sweet (Chimo- 
□anthns fragrant) in full of llower-bude, which 
will shortly be opening. This also opens well 
in water. F. W. Oalloc. 

Lil/ord Hall, Oundle, Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Pot Vines.—The earliest crop of drapes is, 
in many instances, produced by Vines grown in 
pots specially cultivated for the purpose. The 
beginning of the year is a good time to start 
them in a well-heated house set specially apart 
for them. Whet her the pots are to be plunged 
or merely stood on a stage fixed over hot- 
^ater piped to afford some amount of bottom- 
heat. the drainage should be looked to and 
rectified if neceseary before placing them in 
their proper positions. The canes should, 
until the buds have broken, be loosely sus¬ 
pended from the wires points downwards, and 
fee subjected to one or two syringings with 
’*D»d water daily, varying these according to 
"mer climatic conditions. If the soil in the 
pots is dry', well moisten it with tepid water, 
after which watering must bo cautiously done 
until the roots become active. A night and 
day temperature of 50 clegs. and 55 degs. re¬ 
spectively will suffice until the buds burst. 

Early vinery.—Many depend on perman¬ 
ently planted Yinee to yield the earliest lot 
of Grapes and start with the New Year. The 
border, if dry, should, on the closing of the 
bouse, be moistened throughout with water in 
a tepid state, and to encourage an even break 
the rode Bbould be daily syringed. Until this 
tikes place the rode, unless old, should have 
their upper portions left in a pendent posi¬ 
tion. If a period of fully five months is 
allowed from the time the Vines aro started 
until they ripen their fruits, the forcing at 
lb* commencement may then be of a gentle 
description. A day SLnfjf niltyt^ei- 
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50 degs. to 55 degs. and 45 degs. to 50 degs. 
will in that case suffice. 

Early Peach-house. — Houses containing 
| frees which previous to the war were started 
some six or seven weeks before the end of the 
year will, if the house is now closed, respond 
quickly, and that without the employment of 
but a moderate amount of warmth. The first 
thing to be seen to is the border, which, if 
on the dry side, mu6t be watered thoroughly 
with water at a temperature of 85 degs. The 
next important matter is to fumigate or 
vaporise the house two evenings in succession, 
which in ordinary circumstances will tide 
over the period elapsing between the starting 
and the bursting of the buds into flower, when 
it 6liould again be vaporised. A night and 
day temperature of 45 degs. and 50 degs. 
ample to start with, and on fine mornings 
allow a rise of 10 degs. to 15 degs. more be¬ 
fore affording a certain amount of ventilation 
to change the atmosphere, as well as to pre¬ 
vent a too great increase of temperature. 
Routine matters, such as dewing the trees 
with tepid water once in dull and twice daily 
in fine weather, and the damping of the floors, 
must necessarily have strict attention. If the 
position of the house is such that the inmates 
will be affected by cold, cutting winds when the 
ventilators are open, tack a strip of thin tif¬ 
fany or muslin over the latter just before 
the trees come into flower. This, while 
tempering the inrush of the cold air, will not 
form any serious obstruction. 

Second house.—As opportunities offer, get 
the trees pruned and cleaned also— i.e., after 
the house has been thoroughly washed down. 
Limewash the walls, drees the trees either with 
an insecticide or sulphur wash, and retie the 
trees to the trellis. If, after the house has 
been washed, operations have to be suspended 
for a time, do not leave the branches and 
young wood tied in bundles, as leaving them 
so ofttimes causes the flower-buds to start pre¬ 
maturely. If the border has not been top- 
dressed, this should be done when the tying 
in of the wood is finished. Until required for 
starting, the house should be kept freely veil 
tilated. A. W. 




MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Hardy fruit. The pruning, cleansing, and 
training of fruit-trees are proceeding as fast 
as circumstances will allow. The borders are 
lightly forked up as the work proceeds, and a 
suitable top-dressing applied to the trees. 
Some of the older Apple-trees are badly in¬ 
fested with Ameriean-hlight. The branches 
are being scrubbed with Gishurst compound, 
made fairly strong, the specific being applied 
whilst it is still warm. In many cases the 
worst attacks are on the trunk at the base of 
the tree. Where this is the case, the soil is re¬ 
moved to the depth of several inches and the 
bark washed thoroughly with the insecticide, 
afterwards filling in with fresh loam mixed 
with lime, the discarded soil being carted 
away. Where only an occasional colony of the 
blight is noticed, this is destroyed by damp¬ 
ing the affected parts with methylated spirit, 
afterwards thoroughly spraying all the trees 
with an effective winter dressing. As birds, 
especially bullfinches, are becoming trouble¬ 
some, it has been necessary to protect bush 
trees with netting. The buds of Plums and 
Peare have been dressed with a distasteful 
wash, and this will he repeated as often as 
necessary. 

Id Hum longiflornm giganteum.—Retarded 
bulbs of this Lily are now producing an ex¬ 
cellent display of flowers. Successive batches 
are brought forward as required and a con¬ 
stant supply is maintained. A consignment of 
L. longiflorum formosanum has just come to 
hand, and will be potted up forthwith into 
pots of from 6 inches to 7 inches in diameter. 
The pots must be clean and well drained. The 
potting compost consists of good fibrous'loam, 
a little leaf-mould, well-decayed manure, and 
coarse sand. Sand is liberally need around 
the bulbs, and sufficient space left for a liberal 
top-dressing when the growing shoots are suffi¬ 
ciently advanced. After potting, they are stood 
in a cold-frame, the pots being covered to a 
depth of 4 inches with leaf-soil until signs of 
growth appear. Batches will then be intro¬ 
duced into gentle heat as required. The 


earliest batch of these will form a succession 
to the retarded bulbs. The main batch of 

ScJmanthus will now be given the final 
potting, using pots of 8 inches or 9 inches in 
diameter, which must be well drained. The 
compost used consists of fibrous loam, leaf- 
rnouhL and manure from a spent Mushroom- 
bed, with sufficient coarse sand to render it 
Porous. Stand the plants in a light position 
where they can be freely ventilated, remember¬ 
ing that the Sobizantlius is impatient of much 
fire-heat. 

Vegetable-growing. — Vegetables will, no 
doubt, be grow’n more extensively in most 
gardens in the coming season than hitherto. 
In order to become an efficient cultivator of 
vegetables, whether one has a large, medium, 
or small garden, it is necessary that many 
details be brought into practice and rigidly 
carried out each year. If a rough plan is 
made of that part of the garden devoted to 
vegetables, in which each plot is plainly 
marked, and the names of the various crops 
that are to be cultivated written thereon, it 
will be an easy matter to N prepare each piece 
of ground, so as to suit the requirements of 
the individual crop. If a proper system of 
rotation of crops is carried out, not only will 
they be much more satisfactory, but the ex¬ 
pense of maintaining a kitchen garden in a 
condition to produce high-class results will bo 
much less. The order for seeds should be pre¬ 
pared and despatched as soon as possible. 
The preparation of tho list needs careful con¬ 
sideration in order that suitable selections 
may be made. Varieties that succeed in one 
locality may be, and often are, a complete 
failure in another district. Cheap collections 
of seeds aro of good value so far as quantity 
goes, but these invariably contain a large 
quantity of some seeds which one will hardly 
use, and very few of those that will be most 
in demand. The best of everything should be 
grown, as inferior sorts require just as much, 
if not more, attention than the superior varie¬ 
ties, and the extra cost in the first place is so 
small that it ought not to be considered. Tho 
preparation of the ground is of paramount 
importance, hut whether it shall be done dur¬ 
ing tli© autumn, mid-winter, or early spring 
must be determined by the nature of the 
ground and the state of the weather. On no 
account should heavy land lie dug whilst wet. 

Manuring requires the exercise of much die* 
cretion. Many crops will benefit by almost 
any quantity, while others are injured by it* 
presence in the soil. Applications of lime, 
soot, and wood-ashes will often bo of more 
benefit than rank manure. Especially js this 
the case in very old gardens that have been 
manured for many years. 

Onions. It is necessary to make a com¬ 
mencement early in the New Year in order to 
produce the finest bull)©. The seeds should bo 
sown during the first fortnight in January, 
but the soil should be prepared beforehand, 
so that everything is in readiness at the date 
of sowing. The soil for the 6eed bed should 
consist of three parts fibrous loam, one part 
well-decayed leaf-mould, and one part manure 
from a spent Mush room-bed. All these 
materials should be passed through a fine- 
mesh sieve, and sufficient coarse sand added 
to render the compost porous. It should be 
used in a moderately dry condition. The seed 
may be sown in well-drained boxes, and the 
soil made quite firm. It will b© sufficient to 
just cover the seeds with the soil, and, after 
they have been pressed firmly and watered, 
place them in gentle warmth, an early vinery 
or Peach-house being a suitable structure for 
t he boxes. 

Tomato plants which were raised early in 
November, and now in 3-incli pots, are placed 
on shelves in the lightest possible position, 
where an atmospheric temperature of 55 degs. 
to 60 degs. is maintained. They need to be 
watered with great care at. this season, it 
being necessary to keep them slightly on tho 
dry side. The plants must not be over¬ 
potted, but when the pots are quite full of 
roots they will be repotted into 5-inch pots. 
They should be ready for this shift by the 
second week in January. From tho first week 
in January seeds will be sown at intervals for 
successioual batches, using pans filled with 
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light soil, and placing them in a temperature 
of 65 dege. Do not allow the (seedlings to be¬ 
come drawn or spindly. F. W. Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Hardy-flower borders.—The cutting-over and 
tidying, in a temporary way, of the hardy-flower 
borders are approaching completion. This has 
been delayed longer than is customary for 
various reasons, the chief of which is that it is 
indispensable that someone who knows the 
various plants must be present as the work 
goes on, and that is not alwaj'e convenient at 
present. Workers with little knowledge of 
hardy plants are apt to err in so far that 
everything which comes in the way is ruth¬ 
lessly cut over. The mutilation of a quantity 
of Hellebores on one occasion impressed this 
fact indelibly on my mind. During the week 
frosts of varying intensity have been experi¬ 
enced. and as the surface of the borders has 
been hard the work has been carried out under 
favourable and comparatively cleanly condi¬ 
tions. When cutting over is completed, re¬ 
putedly tender subjects will be given the usual 
protection, which in the majority of cases 
takes the form of a mound of well-weathered 
ashes. Such things as Gypsophilas will be 
similarly treated, this covering of ashes pro¬ 
tecting the shoots in spring from the attacks 
of slugs, which are partial to the young 
growths. 

Wall fruit.—Good progress has been made 
with the pruning and nailing of the wall trees. 
Generally speaking, a beginning is made with 
Morello Cherries, and as a considerable 
number of young trees -now three years 
planted—required attention, the training in 
their case was undertaken first. There is a 
tendency, both in respect of young and of old 
trees, to lay in rather too much wood, and 
this congestion is apt. to say the least, to 
make the work of cleansing much more diffi¬ 
cult should there be, as sometimes happens, 
an outbreak of aphis after the foliage ex¬ 
pands. In the case of old trees, some of them 
of great age, less work is entailed; and on 
the completion of the work an allowance of 
lime rubbish was afforded to all the trees. In 
the case of Plums, as has been previously 
indicated, the too free use of the knife is de¬ 
precated, and as much young wood os can, 
without any overcrowding, be accommodated 
is retained. Pears and Apples, if they have 
been well dealt with at the time of summer 
pruning, entail comparatively little work. All 
ties are, however, closely inspected, and 
where necessary these are regulated or re¬ 
newed. Apricots have, unfortunately, had to 
be given up owing to continual losses. Trees 
would succeed quite well for a few seasons, 
and then succumb to branch-dying, so that 
the wall devoted to this difficult fruit has been 
given over to Peaches. This trouble among 
Apricots must. I think, be owing greatly—if 
not entirely—to the use of unsuitable stocks, 
for I have known trees of great age on their 
own roots to succeed excellently and to bear 
year after year. The foliage is now falling 
from Peaches and Nectarines, and it will 
shortly be possible to unfasten these, prepara¬ 
tory to giving them their annual cleansing. 
As in the case of Cherries, the Plumes, Nec¬ 
tarines, and Peaches, all of which require lime 
in some form, will be dressed with lime 
rubbish. 

Greenhouse.—Chrysanthemums yet main¬ 
tain a bright display, but eigne are not want¬ 
ing that the season will be appreciably shorter 
than usual—the late-flowering varieties having 
developed prematurely. Incurved sorts have 
been used more largely than usual, and it has 
been quite noticeable that these have lasted 
longer and have been less affected by damp 
than the Japanese types. But few singles re¬ 
main effective, the best of these being Jessie T. 
Angus— a variety of some value for Christmas 
work, and of an excellent colour (cerise) under 
artificial light. Salvias continue to last well. 
The season of this useful and eliowy family is 
a long one. Zonal Pelargoniums are at all 
times during the winter very useful, and the 
various Primulas are now in good bloom. 
Those who have not discarded P. obconica will 
find a brightly coloured form in P. o. rosea 
grandiflora. The white form of P. malacoides 
is-at least, I think so—singularly ineffective, 
the ordinary tyye^feeing much better. The 
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earliest Cinerarias (C. stellata) are in full 
bloom. These are useful in many ways, but 
the display from later plants is always better, 
and the flowers possess more substance than 
those from the present batch. Bulbs are this 
year strictly limited in numbers; but, after all, 
they have not, so far, been greatly missed. 
Among wall and roof plants. Heliotrope con- 
tinnes to give plenty of bloom, and Acacia 
dealhata is on the point of expanding. A com¬ 
fortable temperature is maintained during 
frosty weather, but no driving of the fires is 
resorted to, and to keep down damp all un¬ 
necessary watering is dispensed with, and dur¬ 
ing suitable weather free ventilation is given. 

Chrysanthemum cuttings.—As many cut¬ 
tings as are considered needful have been 
taken. As, however, accidents are always 
liable to occur, the old stools will not for 
some time he dispensed with. The plants are 
placed in a house which is unhealed, except 
when frosts are very severe, and regularly 
watered. The retention -of such stools very 
often prevents disappointment should the cut- 
tings of any given variety for any reason fail. 

Seakale will now force much more readily 
than earlier in the season, and by regulating 
the number of crowns periodically introduced 
into heat the supply can be maintained. The 
trimmings and side shoots of Seakale ought to 
he laid aside in sand with a view to utilising 
such for the production of young crowns. 

Rhubarb and Asparagus, too, will respond 
more quickly to heat, and when started will 
come along very quickly. The crowns of the 
Rhubarb can, if given attention after being 
exhausted, he planted out,, and will in time 
recover from tile unnatural treatment to 
which they have been subjected. In the case 
of Asparagus, however, after having been 
forced, the roots may be thrown away. In all 
forcing, too much heat in the early stages 
should be avoided. A steady increase with the 
growth of the subjeet should he aimed at. 
with, of course, plenty of atmospheric mois¬ 
ture. 

Prencli Beans. -It is questionable, unless a 
small span can he given up entirely to them, 
if French Beans can he profitably forced at 
this time, especially with fuel at its present 
price. Where such a house can be spared for 
the purpose, beyond doubt it is better to grow 
tile climbing forms. Where, however, con¬ 
veniences are limited, the dwarf French Beane 
grown upon shelves in pots are most suitable. 
In .either case, close attention is needful. 
French Beans under glass are notoriously 
liable to be nttacked by red-spider; and if 
these minute pests are allowed to obtain a 
footing, the plants may just as well lie thrown 
out without delay. Regular syringing and 
careful watering, combined with occasional 
very light, vaporisings. will go far to main¬ 
tain the plants in health: and when picking 
begins they must lie regularly relieved of their 
pods as soon as these attain to a usable size. 

Strawberries in pots if not protected from 
excessive wet are apt to be crippled. If a few 
cold-frames can l>e spared, the pete may be 
carefully placed in the 6ame; the sashes 
being kept off except during periods of pro¬ 
longed rain. Alternatively, if a few trestles 
and hoards are available, the pots can he 
placed upon the latter, where they will, at 
least, he better than upon the customary level 
bed of ashes. Failing either of these methods, 
let them be stacked in a heap in a sheltered 
place until they are required. 

W. McCIuffog. 

liaimac Cardens, Kirkcudbright. 


BOOKS. 

VEGETARIAN COOKERY.”* 

This is n handy cloth-bound volume, pub¬ 
lished at the Queen office. Bream’s Build¬ 
ings, London, price Is. Cd. It differs 
from a good many vegetarian cookery 
hooks in that the recipes may be described 
ns of good class and suitable for homes 
where more than ordinary care is given to 
methods of cooking. A certain number of 
proprietary food preparations are de¬ 
scribed. with recipes for their use. 

- " Vegetarian Cookery, by S. Beaty-Pownall. London : 
Horace Cox, " The Queen " Office, Bream's Buildings, t t. 


LAW AND CUSTOM. 

COMPENSATION TO TENANTS WHEN 
DISPOSSESSED. 

A good many readers of Gardening Illus¬ 
trated are interested in the question of 
obtaining compensation in respect of im¬ 
provements they have effected during the 
tenancy which they have been deprived of 
by the action of the landlord in giving 
notice in some manner which appears to 
be unfair to his tenant. There is no doubt 
that a goixl many people are entitled to 
compensation if they only knew it, and 1 
projiose very briefly to indicate what are 
tile provisions of the Agricultural Hold¬ 
ings Act which might often be taken ad¬ 
vantage of even by people who are not 
strictly farmers. 

The Agricultural Holdings Act applies to 
all tenancies which are agricultural or 
pastoral or partly agricultural and partly 
pastoral, or which are wholly or in Irart. 
cultivated as market gardens. There is no 
limit as to size, but under the Allotments 
and Cottage Gardens Act, which is in¬ 
tended to benefit the country pleasantry, 
an “allotment” is defined as a piece of 
land not more than two acres in extent 
held by a tenant under a landlord and 
cultivated as a garden or as a farm, or 
partly as a garden and partly as a farm: 
and a “cottage garden” is ilefliied as an 
allotment attached to a cottage. It would, 
therefore, seem that any man who occu¬ 
pies a house to which there is some land 
attached which is cultivated or used for 
grazing and a man who has a garden in 
which he raises crops for market are both 
entitled to he regarded as coming under 
one or other of these Acts. Clearly, how¬ 
ever, they do not apply to a house merely 
let as a private residence to which a gar¬ 
den is a mere adjunct. As regards a 
market gardener it should be pointed out 
that there are specially advantageous pro¬ 
visions affecting him, but lie cannot avail 
himself of these specially favourable pro¬ 
visions unless he has agreed with his 
landlord in writing that his holding is 
actually let to him for the purpose of be¬ 
ing cultivated as a market garden. At 
the same time there is many a man who is 
getting his living at market-gardening, 
though when he took the particular land 
which lie is now cultivating for that pur¬ 
pose he did not have a written agreement 
with the landlord that it was to he used 
as a market garden; nevertheless, although 
for that reason he cannot get the extra 
benefits allowed to market gardeners who 
have written agreements to that effect 
with their landlords, he is, at all events, 
entitled to the compensation of an ordinary 
farmer under the Agricultural Holdings 
Act. 

Where a man has reason to think he is 
entitled to some compensation by reason of 
the fnct that ho has been feeding stock on 
land occupied by him, or where lie has 
effected improvements as a result of which 
the holding has been increased in value, 
lie can very well venture to put in a claim 
for compensation if his landlord turns him 
out unfairly. It is practically impossible, 
however, for such a man to carry in mind 
ail the necessary legal rules relating to 
compensation, and the host plan, there¬ 
fore, is to let a solicitor or an estate agent 
deal with the matter. The important 
thing is to give notice of claim in good 
time; and, as to this, the simplest plan is 
to give notice at. once of intention to claim 
as soon as an intimation arrives from the 
landlord that the tenancy will have to lie 
brought to an end. The basis of this law 
of compensation is that every tenant who 
has treated his land well shall have com¬ 
pensation as nearly as possible represent- 
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iu« the unused or unexhausted value of 
the money he has spent or the labour he 
has expended on it. When a claim is 
made, if the landlord and the tenant can¬ 
not agree about it, the law requires that it 
shall be submitted to arbitration; this, of 
course, involves "a little risk and it is not 
wise, for any man to go recklessly into 
making a claim which has no genuine 
basis. Therefore I recommend people who 
are in doubt to make some enquiries from 
some person who understands such 
matters. Enquiries are frequently ad¬ 
dressed to mo through the columns of this 
t«j>er, and the only trouble is that many 
l>eoi»!o leave the matter until the last 
minute, when it is too late to do anything 
for them. Act early and go fnlly into par¬ 
ticulars, nn<l there will often be an oppor¬ 
tunity of getting compensation where at 
present tenants frequently let It go by. 
One other tiling should be borne in mind, 
and it is this : A tenant whrf has not been 
a good tenant in the sense of not having 
kept his land up to the best form will 
never sueeeetl in a claim for compensation, 
because the landlord always has the right 
to counterclaim for damage or dilapida¬ 
tions to his property, and that counter¬ 
claim. if successful, would be set against 
any claim a tenant on his part might have 
to compensation for the unexhausted 
value of improvements effected. 

JIaRRISTEH. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Questions. —Queries ami answers are in¬ 
serted in <1 audios' [NO free of charge if corre 
spondents follow these rules: All communications 
should be clearly irri/[e n on one side of the paper 
only, anrl addressed to the Editor o/Gardenino, 
63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. 
letters on business should he sent to the Pub¬ 
lisher. The name and address of the sender 
an required in addition to any designation he 
may desire to be used in the paper. When 
more than one query is sent each should he on a 
erj/arule piece of paper, the name and address 
being added lo each. As Gardkninq has to be 
sent lo press some days in advance of date, 
queries cannot always be replied to in the issue, 
immediately following their receipt. We do not 
reply to queries by post. 

Naming plants. — All uiho wish their 
plants to be rightly named should send fair 
examples of each—the stem, leaf, flower, or fruit, 
f Snippets of leaves and points of shoots are use¬ 
less. ) Jfot more than four plants should be sent 
in any one week by the same correspondent. 
Where more than one kind is sent they should be 
numbered. Of conifers the fruit should always 
be sent. 

Wa rni ng- fruit .—Several specimens in dif¬ 
ferent stages of colour and size of the same kind 
greatly assist in its determination. We have 
received from, several correspondents single speci¬ 
mens of fruits for naming, these in many cases 
being unripe and otherwise poor. We can under - 
take to name, only four varieties at a time. 

PLAWTS AND FLOWERS. 

Tulips failing fF.).—Th« most frequent 
cause of Tulips expanding their Bowers down 
in the sockets is that they are put into heat 
liefore the roots are sufficiently advanced; or 
That they are allowed to become dry at the 
roots, anil then flooded with water. A uniform 
moist condition of the roots is essential to the 
well-being of Tulips- Again, sometimes the 
evil complained of arises from the bulbs being 
badly ripened. Keep the Tulips covered over 
until they have made about 2 inches of growth 
and the flower-spike is distinctly visible. 

Single Violets (It- $■).—' Tile autumn or 
spring blooming of any variety of Violet <le- 
i-omls very much upon the nature of the 
plants and the season. Generally, all varieties 
hloorn well in both seasons if they be sturdy 
young plants, propagated from side shoots 
mails and rooted in the spring, then planted 
out in the summer tom* into strong-plants. 
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Such plants during mild seasons commoniy 
bloom all the winter. The two varieties you 
name—California and Wellsiana— are good. 
Princess of Wales is rather stronger growing, 
and lias larger leaves and flowers than Cali¬ 
fornia. needing in planting more room. A 
very fine and sturdy Violet is Gloire de Bourg 
de la Reine. Admiral Avellan and Victoria 
Regiua are also very, fine ones. 

Plants under tall trees (I .).—You will find 
it needful to rely chiefly upon evergreens for 
this purpose, as very few deciduous or flower¬ 
ing plants will do in such positions. If the 
trees be very dense, common Laurel, Holly, 
common Rhododendrons, Azaleas, if the soil 
be peaty, Mahonia Aquifolium, Ivies, Gaul- 
theria Shallon, St. John’s Wort, and Vincas 
should do well. Still, very much depends on 
liow far the soil may be eaten up with roots. 
You can plant common Wood Squills, Scilla 
nutans, common single and double Daffodils, 
Primroses. Foxgloves, Wallflowers, Doroni- 
cums, and some of the dwarfer perennial 
Asters. Still, much depends upon the density 
or otherwise of tree growth and of roots. 

TREES AND RIIRUB8. 

Training climbers up walls (K .).~With the 
exception of Ivies and Virginian Creepers, few 
plants will adhere to outside walls by the aid 
of their own tendrils. There are but two 
proper courses; nailing, using clean shreds 
and proper cast-iron nails, or covering the 
walls with wooden trellises, which should first 
have three coats of green paint, and be fixed 
close to the wall, the growths being tied to 
the laths. We prefer the nailing, which is. 
when well done, the nails being well driven in. 
very effective, as all good gardeners know. 
Perhaps you may prefer the wooden trellis, 
which is better than wiring, as the wire is 
often cold and injurious to plant growths. If 
a trellis l>e made the laths must stand out 
£ inch at least from the wall. 

FRUIT. 

Pruning Gooseberries (P. TV. G. Fillent ).—If 
the bushes are not crowded, then much thin¬ 
ning out and reducing of size are not desir¬ 
able, by far the heaviest crops being secured 
where the market growers’ light system of 
priming is followed. In this case only the 
lower shoots are cut out—the fruit on these 
being liable to lie spoilt by splashing any 
straggling growths or brandies being cut back 
to well-placed back shoots with a view to pre¬ 
serve well-balanced heads. If very crowded, a 
little thinning out may be done with ad¬ 
vantage, removing principally the old bearing 
wood, the bushes, w r lien pruned, bristling with 
young shoots, which may be shortened to 
about one-fourth that is, cutting off the weak 
points. Gooseberry bushes Ahould be so pruned 
that the hand and arm may be used freely 
amongst the branches when gathering the 
fruit. All suckers that spring up from the 
roots must be rigidly repressed. This, how¬ 
ever, will not be necessary if care lias been 
taken to cut out the lower buds when the cut¬ 
tings were being made. The pruning may be 
done at once. 

VEGETABLES. 

Preparing land for Potatoes C IF. B .).— 
Manure your ground well, and then dig it over 
as deeply as the spade will allow. Throw the 
ground up roughly, and let it remain until 
next April, then level down and draw rows 
4 inches deep and 2 feet apart. We advise you 
to find out what varieties of Potatoes do best 
in your district, as they vary very much in dif¬ 
ferent localities. Plant the sets 15 inches 
apart in the rows, and when growth appears 
through the soil draw some of the surround¬ 
ing soil around it. 

Tomatoes for market (Constant Reader ).— 
If you had wider knowledge of the methods of 
business transacted in Covent Garden Market 
you would not send such small quantities of 
Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Mushrooms, et,c., to that 
place as you can raise in a single greenhouse. 
Salesmen there deal in tons of these things, 
not in pounds, and would not care to be 
troubled with your little lots; indeed, it is 
probable that you would not get back in re¬ 
turn the cost to yon of growing, packing, and 
sending. Besides, you could not hope to com¬ 
pete with the market growers, who send in the 
finest products. Very much better for you to 
endeavour to get some local shopkeeper to take 


your produce. You would need special flat, 
tight, yet stout wooden boxes to pack 
Cucumbers and Tomatoes in, lined with paper 
and some soft wood wool. Mushrooms go in 
pound punnets, packed cloeely together in 
tiers or shelves, or else in flat boxes without, 
baskets, these boxes being lined with blue 
paper. 

Forcing Seakale (H .).~The proper way to 
force Seakale is to lift the roots, trim them of 
all side roots, out of which make root cuttings, 
5 inches long, to plant for next year's pro¬ 
duce, then place the large roots, a few at a 
time as wanted, into soil, and into any dark, 
warm place and thickly. In about three weeks 
they give nice tops, white and tender to cut. 
Perhaps you do not care to take so much 
trouble with yours, especially as yours are 
three years’ planted, and have never been 
forced. Forcing is, in the open, quite out of 
the question, unless you have plenty of warm 
dung or leaves. If you have, then invert over 
the crowns Seakale pots, or 6-inch drain tiles, 
over the top of which lay pieces of slate, then 
cover thickly round them with manure. 

Vegetables on newly-brokon-up ground 
OV. T .).—Your chief difficulty in cropping your 
newly-broken pasture will probably be in wire- 
worm attacks, as this pest is usually found in 
freshly-broken soil. The best corrective will 
be. next winter, a dressing of gas lime, some 
3 tons or 4 tons to the acre, spread about on 
the soil, and exposed to the air for six weeks, 
then forked in. But as you must crop with 
something. w F e advise you to plant a good 
breadth with early Potatoes. Also sow Peas, 
Broad, Runner, and Dwarf French Beans; 
Carrots, Parsnips, Beets, Turnips,- and similar 
roots in due season, necessarily risking some 
harm from wireworm, but nothing else. You 
may also plant all descriptions of Cabbages, 
including Brussels Sprouts, Broccoli, Cauli¬ 
flowers, Kales, and so on. With good culture 
and constant deep working your soil should 
he in first-class condition in a couple of years 
for anything. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Acetylene gas refuse (A. M. M.).— From an 
analysis of the residue from acetylene go* 
it has been found that the value of this pro¬ 
duct is entirely due to the lime it contains, 
other plant foods, as nitrogen, potash, and 
phosphates, being absent. The lime is present 
either as slacked lime in fresh samples, or 
carbonate of lime (mild lime) in samples which 
have been exposed to the air. It should prove 
an effective and cheap dressing for all pur¬ 
poses for which lime is recommended, and 
should be of special value on soils which are 
stiff, or deficient of lime, or inclined to be 
stiff, and as a top-dressing for pasture. 

A plague of ants (/?.).—The best- way is to 
find out the nests, and when the ants have 
retired for the night to open out the nests and 
flood them with boiling water, which w'ill kill 
any insect that it comes into contact with. If 
the nests in your greenhouse are under the 
paving, or in some position that it is impos¬ 
sible to treat as above, it may be advisable 
to make a cup of clay w r ith a hole at the 
bottom, and having placed it over the en¬ 
trance to the nest and worked the clay well 
on to the surface of the floor, to then fill it 
with paraffin oil or diluted carbolic acid. 
When the contents of the cup have soaked 
into the nest fill the cup up again. The ants 
may also be trapped with pieces of sponge 
soaked with treacle or sugar and beer. Tie a 
piece of string to each piece of sponge, so 
that they can be easily lifted and dipped into 
boiling water. 


SHORT REPLIES. 


John Spick .—The only w r ay is to have the 
material you send analysed to find out whether 
it contains lime. 


CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 


Edward Wf.bb and Sons, Stourbridge.— List of 


Garden Seeds. 

John K. King and Sons, Coggeshnll. Essex.— 
Manual of Gardenina. 


Dokrik and Co., Edinburgh.-—I. ist of Seeds 
and Plants, 1917. 
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I/TD., 

65, Southwark St. f - 
LONDON, S.E. 


_GLASS_ 

Special Prices for Casii with Order In HulL 
GLASS, 4/21 oz. 

Boxes, 100 200 Boxes, 100 200 

sq.ft. sq.ft. sq.ft, sq.ft. 

S x 6in.21 - 38 “ 12,14,15,16.18. \ g K 4 ? ■ 

9 x 7in. 22 - 39 6 20.23 24 x 12i„. } 30 6 53 

10 x Bill.25 e 46 G lfl - 17 ' 13 - ® M 

12.13.14.15x8in. 27- 48- if, ia" oo'm "1 f 31/8 55- 
11,12.13, 14, »in. 28 - 49- Vljin ’ J 
12,13,14 x 10 in. 29 - 50 - 20,22,24 x 151 n 1 

13 x llin. 30 - 51 - 18. 20, 22, 24 x 32/6 57 - 

I6,18,20xl0in. lorn c tto 161 a. : ..J 
16,18,20 x llin. J^ 0 20,22,24 x 18in. 31'- 60- 

PUTTY, Best Soft.—1 cwt., 11'6; icwt.,6/-; Jcwt., 

3 6; 1411.3,2- 

DIAMONDS, 7 6 and 10 6 each. 

GLASS CUTTERS, 6-wheel, 1/6 each. 

BEST MIXED PAINTS.-7 lb. lever tins. White, 
6/- atone; ordinary colours, 4/6 per stone. 

r. «Sc T. ROSS, LTD., 
ran ■BURTON ST., HULL. Estab. 1 843.^— 

FLOWER SHOW FIXTURES. 


JANUARY. 

January 15.—National Chrysanthemum Society’s Executive 
Committee. 

„ 16 —Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

.. 30. —ltoyal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

FEBRUARY. 

February 13 — Annual Mooting ami Committees. 

,, 27.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

MARCH. 

March 6.—Royal Horticultural Society's Bulb Show (2 
(lays). 

„ 13.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

„ 27. -Royal Horticultural Society a Committeea. 


April 11.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

„ 17. - Royal Horticultural Society’s Daffodil Show (2 

days). 

„ 24.- Royal Ho*iicultural Society’s Committees. 

MAY. 

May 8.—Royal Hort icultural Society’s Committees. 

,, 22.—Royal Horticultural Society, Chelsea (3 days). 


AWARDED DIPLOMA AND MEDAL AT THE ROYAL INTERNATIONAL HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITION-1912-| 

THF MOST PERFECT im _ _ GREENHOUSES. 



SCIENTIFICALLY AND CHEMICALLY PREPARED. 

In the form of aleaf-raould.ready for use at any time, in the same way. and for all purposes that stable manure Is put. GoesfurthcC 
<1 cwt. equalling 15 cwts.), gives better results, is clean to handle, sweet smelling, and free from weeds, worms, etc. 
Report of Royal Horticultural Society. " Your Patented Hop Manure has been used In the Society's Gardens at Wiidey. and I 
am pleased to report that It has proved excellent for the flower borders, fruit and vegetables grown both under glass and out 
in the open air.” .... . (Signed) W. Wilks, Secretary. 

A beautiful Free Booklet giving full particulars and testimonials sent on receipt of postcard. _ 

BEWARE OF IMITATIONS; GENUINE ONLY IN OUR MARKED BAGS. CONTAINING GUARANTEED ANALYSIS.^® 
Sold in Bags. 28 lbs., a/3; 56 lbs., 3/6; 1 cwt., 6/- ; 5 cwts., 28 /£; 10 cwts.. 55/- ; for cash with order, we paying carriage by 
Plckford, London district, or to any station within 25 miles of London; 3d. per bag charged extra for every 50 miles or pair 

beyond this distance. 

WAKELEY BROS. & CO., LTD.. 71. BANKBIDE. LONDON. 

Also WAKELEY’B GROUND GARDEN LIME. 3 - bushel bag, carriage paid 25 miles, extra as above. 


HOW TO GET 

Gardening Illustrated 

REGULARLY. 


There 13 a shortage of paper 
in the country, and readers are 

urged to place with their News¬ 
agent a regular order for 

“ GARDENING ILLUSTRATED ” 

to be delivered to them weekly. 


If ordered by post, direct from the 
Publisher, 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
London, the price will be lid- weekly ; 
for three months, Is. 8d.; six months, 
3s. 3d.; one year, 6s. 6d., for abroad, 
8s. 8d. 

1 

We shall be pleased to send a speci¬ 
men copy of “Gardening Illustrated’’ 
to any address free on application. 

A DICTIONARY of ENGLISH NAMES of 

PLANTS.—In two Parts: English-Latin and Latin- 
Englinb. JBy Wm. Miller. 12s.; post free, 12s. 6d. "A 
work of value which extends over a large field, Including 
cultivated native and foreign plants, trees and shrubs."— 
Times.— PUBLISHER, 63, Lincoln’sinn Fields, London, W.C. 


25 Years’ Record 

Chatham, 

25th A ugust, 19V,. 

Dear Sira, 

ll’ili you kindly m-nd vie 
a No. 2 Greenhouse Boiler to 
replace one 0 / yours which has 
leen in use for the past 25 

years. 

yours faithful!n, 

IF. A. H. 

Illustrated Prioe List Free. 

Thos.W. ROBINSON, ltd. 

Dennis Iron Works, 

STOURBRIDGE. 




Advertisement Rates. 

Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


Lino Advertisements.— Single insertions, 9d. per 
line, minimum three lines (about twenty wordn till the first 
three lines, and nine words each additional line) Front 
page, if guaranteed, Is. per line. No reduction for series. 

Terms tor Display Advertisements, kjb. per 

inch (reduction for Heries). 

Advertisers not having a regular account at the office 
must accompany their orders with remittance. Orders and 
advertisement copy should be addressed - 

MANAGER, 

63. LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. LONDON. W.C. 


Tune 5—lloyal Horticultural Society's Committees. 
,, 19 —Royal Horticultural Society's Committeea. 


July 3.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Summer Show (3 
days). 

,, 17.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

,, 31.—ltoyal Horticultural Society (dry bulb show). 


IF YOU ARE A NEW READER of “GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 
and are interested in its pages, please All up the accompanying form 
and hand it to your nearest Newsagent or Bookstall 


August 14.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

,, 23.—lloyal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

SEPTEMBER. 

September 11.—Royal Horticultural Society's Dahlia Show. 

,, 25.—Royal Horticultural Society's Vegetable 

Show. 

OCTOBER. 

October 2.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Fruit Show (2 
days). 

,, 9.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

,, 23. Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

NOVEMBER. 

November 6 —Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

,, 20.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

DECEMBER. 

December 4.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 


Wi shall hi glad if Sr.crclarits of Horticul¬ 
tural Societies will kindly send the dates of 
their various shows to Editor , Gardening Illus- 
tratkd, 63, Linqdhft Inn Fields, London, W. <7. 

[ TjO 


Please deliver “Gardening Illustrated" (One Penny Weekly), till 


further notice to.. 


Should you prefer to receive the copies by post it will be necessary 
to send the form to Manager, “Gardening Illustrated,” 63, Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields, London, W.C., with remittance as follows:—For one year. 
6/6; six months, 3/3; three months, 1/8. For abroad, 8/8 per year. 


Printed and Published by the Proprietor, W. Robinson, at the Office, 63, Lincoln’s luu Fields, Loudon, W.C,— 


January 6, 1917. Telephone: iioiborn 73L 
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NOTES OP THE WEEK. 

Early Snowdrops _The first Snowdrops 

of the season were picked on December 
3>th. They were fairly well advanced, 
having been found in a sheltered place 
under trees. In other places these wel¬ 
come flowers are not quite so far advanced. 
—W. McG., Balmae. 

Rivina humilis. —Recently I saw a nice 
lot of tills which had been grown under 
greenhouse- conditions and with good ex¬ 
posure to the light. The plants were well 
famished with both berries and foliage. 
This fact le>a<ls me to believe that we give 
R. humilis not only too much heat, but too 
much shade. Most growers will admit 
that its habit of shedding both leaves and 
fruit is tbe only failing of the plant.—A 
Scottish Gardener. 

British Ferns. — Apropos of your extract 
on the alxive from the British Fern 
(iazrtte , and the reference there to the 
magnificent collection of Ferns at Kew, I 
uiav remark that some of the Glasgow 
imrks are specially rich in Ferns also. A 
bed or two in the Ibrox Gardens, for ex¬ 
ample. will well repay inspection. In all 
the Glasgow parks where it can be done, 
.Mr. Whitton lias included the British 
Ferns, of which lie seems very fond, 
among the attractions of the parks.— 
Glaswegian. 

Violet Wellsiana. —This is probably the 
most prolific of all single-flowered Violets, 
having n reputation for blooming ten 
months out of the twelve, though it is by 
no means so handsome or fine In colour as 
Ln France or others near akin. It Is 
wmetbing In its favour, however, that it 
is a constant bloomer, one from which at 
almost any time flowers of moderate sine 
«re usually forthcoming. Hence, where 
frequent supplies are needed, it is- always 
best to have a variety of sorts to avoid 
disappointment. In any select list the one 
under notice should certainly lie included. 

The Cape Pondweed.— Fascinating as is 
the Cat>o Pondweed (Aponogeton dis- 
tachyon), it is worth while reminding 
readers thinking of planting it in their 
ponds that this should be guarded against, 
as once planted, it generally increases so 
rapidly as to become a menace to other 
aquatics. It ought not to be planted with 
Xymphseas, as it will inevitably injure, 
and may destroy even these. Even if 
planted In ponds or pools draining into 
lakes occupied by Water Lilies, it becomes 
a source of danger. I know a garden in 
which the Aponogeton was grown in a 
series of little pools,-leading into .a lake 
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occupied by Nymphieas. The Cape Pond¬ 
weed seeded, and the seeds were borne 
into the lake and germinated, the result 
being that many of the Nymphieas were 
destroyed.—S. A. 

The Blue Daisy (Agathsea ooelestls) in 
winter. —Those who admire blue flowers 
during tile winter months might give a 
thought to A. coelestis. All that is neces¬ 
sary is to propagate early in the season, 
so that the plants may be ready for their 
flowering pots in September. Pinching 
may be kept up till that time, and all 
flower-buds which apiiear should be sup¬ 
pressed. In (5-inch ]>ots good specimens 
can be grown, these, in a temperature of 
about 50 (legs., blooming throughout the 
winter. The plants are very useful for 
looms ; and the blooms when cut last in 
good order for a considerable time.— Klbk. 

Thrysacanthus rutilans.— Plants such as 
this, owing to the scarcity of bulbs, may 
at tlie present time have a renewed lease 
of popularity. Certainly, for blooming 
during the first four months of the year, 
few plants are more useful. These 
flowers, borne on long, iiendent panicles, 
are of u bright crimson line, and last for 
a long time. Culture is by no means 
exacting. Pot up when growth is start¬ 
ing, using good turfy loam with, if pos¬ 
sible, a little peat. In May the plants will 
succeed In a lower teuqieiature than that 
of the stove; indeed, near the sea they 
are quite safe out-of-doors from July till 
the end of August. Brown-scale is apt to 
attack T. rutilans, and if it is permitted 
to get a footing the plants will inevitably 
lie ruined.—A Scottish Gardener. 

The Algerian Iris (Iris stylosa).—The 
many varieties of this beautiful Iris are 
among the most popular and valuable 
open-air winter-flowering plants we have. 
They arc-of easy culture, and might lie 
used with advantage in many places ut the 
base of walls with a southern aspect. The 
type bus erect, broad leaves, the lavender- 
coloured flowers being often hidden by the 
foliage. Thus, the delicate flowers receive 
a certain amount of protection against 
cold winds and frost. The finest form of 
all, with the largest and richest-coloured 
blooms is perhaps the variety spcciosa, 
with narrow leaves and deep purple-blue 
flowers. Another free-flowering form, 
with paler blooms, is the variety angusti- 
folia. The white form is usually some¬ 
what later in coming into bloom than the 
type, and on the whole is not so free- 
flowering, but it is well worth including in 
every collection. For indoor decoration 
the sweetly-scented flowers are invalu¬ 
able in the winter. The blooms should be 


cut just before they open, when they will 
expand freely in water. A sharp look-out 
has to be kept for slugs or they will spoil 
the blooms as fast as they appear.— 
F. W. G. 

The name Alexandrian Laurel.— Inter¬ 
ested to find the source of this English 
name for a precious evergreen plant, I 
have the following reply :— 

“ I cannot find the origin of the 
name Alexandrian Laurel as applied 
to Huseus racemosus, hut it has been 
used for it for at least 100 years. I 
til ink the name has some reference to 
Alexander the Great, rather' than to 
the place Alexandria. It is not found 
wild in Egypt or any part of Africa, 
but is common in Asia Miuor and 
Persia. If the Greeks decorated their 
heroes with Laurel, after the Roman 
fashion, they might have used this 
plant as the Romans did the true 
Laurel (Laurus 110 MUS). Or it may 
lie the Byzantine emiierois used it in 
this way.—W. J. II.” \V. 

The Swamp Blueberry (Vaceiniuni 
eorymbosum).—This forms a good-sized 
bush, and usually grows and flowers 
freely. It is an Eastern North American 
shrub, and 1ms been known in Ibis country 
for 150 years, although it is not a common 
plant. As a rule, it grows from 3 feet to 
4 feet, high here, though it is more than 
double that height in its native country. 
The habit is erect and bushy, the leaves 
reddish when they first appear, but green 
later. In May and June large numbers of 
creamy-white, rose-tinged flowers are 
borne, these being followed by black or 
deep purple berries coated with a glau¬ 
cous bloom. Like otber Vncciuiums, it 
gives the best results in moist soil, that of 
a peaty character suiting it. It can lie in¬ 
creased by layers or division, but seedlings 
usually form the best plants, although 
they grow very slowly for the first two or 
three years.—I). 

Potato-growing and labour.— One great 
difficulty in many districts in arranging 
for the increase of Potato cultivation is 
that of labour. In certain districts it is 
not so much experienced, but in others, 
especially where (here are large works en¬ 
gaged in making munitions, ship-building, 
engineering, and so forth, labour is almost 
unprocurable. The man ineligible for tbe 
Army, either from age or for medical 
reasons, can find plenty of employment at 
high wages, and is not available for the 
farmer who would increase his area of 
Potatoes. Indeed, in some parts of the 
country there will be a decrease, although 
it is hoped that this will be more than 
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counterbalanced by an increase In other 
parts. In the great industrial district of 
Scotland of which Glasgow is the centre 
this labour problem for the farmer and 
gardener is acute.—A. 

Carnation Lord Kitchener.— While this 
Carnation found no favour in America, 
where it was raised, it is of that bright 
salmon-pink shade which apiiears to fasci¬ 
nate all who see it in this country. The 
bloom is shapely, with good stem and 
calyx, there being wedded to these a pleas¬ 
ing fragrance, which in these winter 
flowers goes far to make a variety 
popular. It has not yet been sent out, I 
lKdieve, though it is one for which many 
are waiting—so full of promise is it and so 
good in colour.—13. J. 

Crocus hyemalis. —Again Crocus hye- 
malis is experiencing that bad weather 
which discounts its value for the open 
garden. In chance seasons we may have 
enough of sunshine to induce it to open 
its flowers, provided they have not been 
almost converted into pulp by the rains 
and frosts which have striven with each 
other for the mastery. Seldom, however, 
can we enjoy these blooms without the 
shelter of some glass. If we cannot 
give this winter Crocus the shelter of a 
glasshouse, wo must treat it to a hand- 
light, bell-glass, or frame. It is a bonnie 
little Crocus, lacking in substance, It is 
true, and so thin in the segments as to be 
almost translucent, but delicately beauti¬ 
ful all the same. The segments nre 
creamy-white, sometimes touched with 
purple outside. It is a true mid-winter 
flower, and well deserves the sheltering 
canopy of the alpine-honse, where it can 
expand its fragile flowers In comfort.— 
8. Arnott. 

Hypericum nummularium. — There is 
a beautiful illustration of this in 
“ Wooster’s Alpines.’ 1 It was given to me 
about sixteen years ago by Mr. Itoyd, of 
Melrose. It never fails to flower freely in 
July and August, and each year I think it 
is the most beautiful of alpines. It has 
orange-coloured flowers and bright-red 
stems, growing upright, about C inches 
high. It is descril>ed as a trailer, about 
1 foot high. There is another variety not 
nearly so pretty in which the flowers are 
yellow and the stems green. Any quan¬ 
tity of seed ripens, but. I have only once 
had a seedling. Wooster says it Is easily 
propagated by division. I have only once 
dared to do this. The roots are like those 
of a Fir-tree, and go to a great depth 
among the rocks. The seed has been sown 
rei«atedly by several good gardeners with¬ 
out result.— E. Chari.es Buxton, Cord 
Drnr, Bcllirs-y-Cord. 

Rubbish-burning.— At the present time 
the accumulations of prunings and other 
rubbish of the garden are being burned. 
The residue is very valuable, hut it must 
be kept dry until it is required, for the 
potash which it contains is readily washed 
out, even by a moderately wet day. If 
kept dry, this residue will be found especi¬ 
ally valuable for incorporating with the 
soil—either in borders or in pots—in which 
Tomatoes are to be grown. A little econo¬ 
mical bint may be given in connection with 
the burning of the rubbish, if there is any 
bulk, the heat generated is intense, and 
this may l>e utilised for the purpose of 
sterilising loam or turf which is to be used 
indoors. Apart from destroying all insect 
life, the baking disposes of all weeds and 
their seeds which are present In the 
material. Very often the value of the 
rubbish lire for the purpose indicated is 
overlooked, and when, in spring, sterilised 
soil is required, a special fire has to be 
made.— Kirk. 
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FRUIT. 

APRICOTS. 

Where trees are a success, it pays to de¬ 
vote equally us much attention to their 
cultivation as to Peaches, for instance. 
The reason why there are so many failures 
is because the trees are given too rich and 
deep a root-run. If the border for them is 
prepared on the same principle as for 
Peaches, with a greater quantity of cal¬ 
careous matter mixed with the compost 
than is necessary in their case, gross, un¬ 
fruitful wood would not be heard of, 
neither would gumming of the branches be 
so prevalent. In a border of the descrip¬ 
tion briefly outlined quantities of fibrous 
roots are produced, with the result that 
the wood made is short-jointed, is of 
medium strength, and, by reason of its 
ripening properly, is invariably well fur¬ 
nished with fruit-buds, which, weather 
permitting, when the flowering period 
arrives, invariably set well. Summer 
treatment in the way of affording a mulch 
on the alleys and in supplying water with 
no niggardly hand, as well as in well wash¬ 
ing the foliage occasionally, are other 
malters which make for success. This en¬ 
courages a multitude of fibrous roots to 
form near the surface, which can he kept 
there if from time to time the worn-out 
soil Is removed to the depth of a few inches 
and replaced with suitable compost. 
Further, the alley at least, which should 
not be less than 3 feet in width—4 feet is 
better—should be given up entirely to the 
roots of the trees. It Is also desirable to 
have a reserve of trees coming on, so that 
in tlie case of any tree dying or becoming 
aged and decrepit, the vacancy can be 
filled with a home-grown tree, which may 
reasonably he looked for to yield a fair 
crop of fruit, the following season. 
Maidens are the host form of tree to em¬ 
ploy with this end in view. As regards 

The cruising of Apricots, it is in the 
generality of cases principally confined to 
the shortening of their wood and in tip¬ 
ping more or less any young shoots laid in 
for filling vacancies or to eventually re¬ 
place any branch or branches that will he 
lx)st disiiensed with. Spur wood is, as a 
rule, clothed throughout its length with 
bloom-buds, so that in the processor short¬ 
ening it to about an inch, some of these 
are bound to lie sacrificed, but this does 
not signify if the branches are W'ell fur¬ 
nished Avitli spurs, while at the same time 
it keeps them close at home or from grow¬ 
ing out too far from the protective in¬ 
fluence of tlie wall. Dead snags or pieces 
of wood which failed to break into growth 
last spring should also be carefully cut 
away. Brown-scale is sometimes apt to 
infest the old wood and young branches, 
hut this yields to one application of Gis- 
liurst’s compound applied with a half 
worn-out paint-brush. This, when neces¬ 
sary, should lie applied before training and 
nailing are done. For other insects and 
a general cleansing of the trees nothing 
can excel caustic alkali solution made in 
the ordinary way. hut diluted to 11! gallons 
instead of, as is usually the case, 10 
gallons, and applied not, later than the be¬ 
ginning of January. 

The best Bramble for northern gardens. 

—Those who care to, may devote space to 
the cultivation of the Bramble in northern 
gardens. I am not of that number. In 
every hedgerow there are Brambles of ex¬ 
cellent quality to he had for picking; 
superior, too, as my own observation and 
experience have shown me, to any of the 
over-rated and disappointing American 
varieties. “ S. A. M. D.” has picked out 
for recommendation the very worst of a 
mediocre bunch. The Parsley - leaved 
Bramble (Riiluis lacinintus) cannot be de¬ 


pended upon to ripen—even Wilson Junior 
being more reliable in that respect. I 
have grown both, and discarded them. If 
“ S. A. M. D.” will select good canes of 
our northern natiyp Bramble and give 
them the cultivation 1 he bestowed upon the 
American varieties he will get more bulk, 
larger berries, and better flavour. In a 
district where Brambles rank as Ihe very 
commonest of our wild fruits it is quite 
superfluous to encumber the garden (above 
all plpees) with American varieties of 
doubtful value.—W. McG., Balmae. 


NEGI-ECTED FLUM AND FEAR-TREES. 
What is the proper treatment of some neglected 
Plum and Pear cordon trees as to priming? 
Should all tlie old wood he cut out?—B. 

IThe first thing to be done to cordon 
trees in a neglected condition should be to 
cut away to within one or two eyes of 
their base all shoots of the present year’s 
growth, except perhaps the upper or lead¬ 
ing shoot, which may be left on to further 
extend the main stein, if such extension is 
desirable. The new shoots alluded to 
above may lie readily recognised by tlie 
absence of side growths and by their Wil¬ 
low-like appearance, for the growth hav¬ 
ing been neglected there will, of course, 
have been no summer pruning or pinching 
to cause them to break into more than one 
lead ; therefore it will be safe to cut all 
shoots of this nature back almost close to 
whore they sprang from or to where the 
simple stem becomes divided into the short, 
stubby growths, bristling with buds-, which 
are known ns fruiting spurs. This leaves 
us only wood more than one year old to 
deal with, and how much or how little of 
this wood should be left, is a difficult 
matter to advise about witiiout seeing the 
trees. If tlie neglect has only been for one 
year there should not be much more to do, 
unless perhaps lu tlie case of the 

Pear-trees the fruiting spurs may have 
become too thick and would be better for 
thinning. This ought only to be under¬ 
taken by an expert. It may be taken for 
granted that all the fat brown buds oil 
short stems are fruit buds, and that prob¬ 
ably at least one-third of these will boar 
bunches of flowers', most of which will 
set fruits if the weather is favourable. 
When we think that half a dozen fruits to 
a foot-run of a cordon tree would repre¬ 
sent a heavy crop of a medium-sized rear, 
we can readily see what a lot of wasted 
force there is in allowing a hundred blos¬ 
soms to he borne in a space only sufficient 
to carry a dozen fruits, and it is a fact 
that the reduction of spur growths on trees 
thickly laden witii them strengthens the 
blossom-buds left behind and helps us to 
better fruits. The reduction of spur 
growths is carried out in two ways. If 
they are long and straggling they may be 
shortened back, leaving from six to ten 
buds on a spur. If they are very thickly 
placed on tlie main stems it is advisable to 
out half of them out bodily, the result 
being a new crop of spurs at the same 
point, which will be ready for fruiting in 
a year or two, when they should take the 
place of those now left, and which can 
then he cut away iu their turn. Turning 
to 

Plums, we have to put up with a more 
straggling spur growth, for, except in the 
case of a few varieties, the fruit-spurs are 
not borne so close at home or In such 
clusters as those of the Pear, and the 
amount of pruning, beyond cutting back 
the young wood, which would bo safe could 
only be determined on the spot. Cutting 
back the spurs to their base would re¬ 
sult in the production of a lot of new wood 
that would probably remain fruitless. If 
you could get some advice from an expert 
on tlie spot you would find it very helpful. | 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

A HANDSOME ROCKSPRAY. 
Cotoxeaster Hookeri, or C. buxifolia, lias 
boon grown here for very many years, and 
is certainly one of the best berrying kinds 
of the family. It is of erect branching 
habit, and almost evergreen, and one great 
advantage about it is that its berries do 
not ripen until Christmas, although they 
are coloured for weeks before that period. 
I send you some sprays to show.its worth. 

Scicry. T. Smith. 


NOTES AND BE PLIES. 

Abies balsamea hudsonica.— This is a 
compact dwarf-growing form of the Balsam 
Fir. which, by reason of slow growth, good 
form, and distinctness, has much to reeom- 


claw-like spine. Cones are not borne freely 
here, but on vigorous, well-grown trees it is 
usually possible to find one or two. It6 dis¬ 
tinct character, ornamental and ample leafage, 
together with its large and decorative cones, 
make it a good tree to plant as a specimen 
in all but the colder parts of the country.—D. 

Growing Holly from berries (Ilex ).—The 
berries should be gathered and placed in a 
heap to rot. Sow the seeds in February or the 
first week in March in the open garden, cover¬ 
ing them with not more than an inch of soil. 
Some of them will vegetate the same year, 
and some the year after. The yearling plants 
should be planted out in nureery rows, a foot 
between the rows and 3 inches or 4 inches 
between the plants. They may be replanted in 
a year, or two years, allowing a greater dis¬ 
tance between the plants. When the plants 
are 18 inches or 2 feet high they may be 
planted out permanently. 

The Lebanon Oak (Quercus Libani).—This is 
a very interesting and ornamental summer- 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

HARDY FLOWER NOTES. 
Androsaces. —However It may be in some 
localities, I have never found any difficulty 
in keeping A. lanuginosa in good condi¬ 
tion through the winter without protec¬ 
tion. My plants at the close of the winter 
are quite fresh and bright, no matter how 
heavy the rainfall may have been. Somo 
plants are in what many would term a 
bad position. They are only 9 inches from 
the ground level, and in this locality the 
water is not far from the surface in winter. 
They are in loam and leaf-soil, with a 
little brick rubble, and increase rapidly. 

[ When I want young plants I have only to 
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Cotoneaster Hookeri. From a photograph in the gardens at Sheffield Park, Sussex. 


mend it. for rock gardens. In the lateral 
spread of its branches it is quite a thing 
apnrt from the round-headed A. b. globosa, 
and, to niy mind, also somewhat more 
ornamental. Bushes of it a foot or so 
high are very effective when associated 
with rocky prominences, and presently be¬ 
come quite a feature. Ry reason of its 
slow growth and density—plants a yard 
high are both old and rare—it may be used 
with safety. It is by no means plentiful 
at the present time.—E. H. J. 


Coulter's pine (Pinus Coulteri).—A native of 
California, thia tree was introduced to British 
gardens about eighty-five years ago, and speci¬ 
mens hero and there may be noted which ap¬ 
proach the maximum height of the species in 
its native habitat. In its native country it 
attains a height of 70 feet or 80 feet, with 
trunk several feet in diameter. The cones are 
each from 8 inches to 12 inches long and 
6 inches to 8 inches' Hide, with very thick- 
woody scales, each o|e terfnfy .'itt 1(9^ In,strong. 


i o^ e te r^hlyaU I^B^ 


leafing Oak uncommon in the British Isles. 
Of free growth, it forms long branches clothed 
with dark green leaves, the edges of which are 
prominently and regularly toothed. The 
Acorns are larger than those of most Oaks, 
sometimes exceeding an inch in length and 
3 inch in diameter, deeply set in neat cups. 
It is wild in the Syrian mountains, and has 
been known in Europe for about sixty years, 
but good specimens are not common in the 
British Isles. Anyone desirous of planting 
this species should obtain well-rooted samples, 
and plant them in good, deep, loamy soil in 
the milder parts of the country. Compara¬ 
tively young trees bear Acorns freely.—D. 

Forsythia suspensa.—When looking round 
wall shrubs at this time of year it ought to be 
remembered that the beet blooms are pro¬ 
duced upon the young wood of F. suspensa. 
As many as possible of the long, pendulous 
shoots should be retained, and, instead of 
nailing these in to the wall, it will be found 
more satisfactory if they are slung Iooeely to 
the supports —Kirk. 


take pieces from the oltl stools—no alpine 
plant has given me less trouble. A. sar- 
mentosa grows very freely with me, but 
it needs the pane of glass in winter. I do 
not find that the woolly crowns are much 
affected by the rainfall, but the delicate 
roots become paralysed and the foliage 
turns yellow. One lias to be guided by the 
nature of the weather, not protecting until 
it is absolutely necessary to do so. 

Alpines iv winter. —Continuous heavy 
rains wash away the surface-soil and to 
some extent expose the crowns and roots 
of those alpine plants that do not thrust 
their roots rather deeply into the ground. 
Such things need watching, and where this 
occurs some fresh soil should l>e added, in 
the case of things of tufted habit working 
it well in among the crowns. In the case 
of delicate-habited plants this partial ex- 
Iiosure is. I feel sure, responsible for the 
failure tolbrive ns they should do. Under 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 





18 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED . 


January 13 , 1917 


natural conditions this sort of thing does 
not occur in a general way. They grow iu 
company with other forms of vegetation, 
and there is the friendly snow mantle, 
which protects against icy winds and 
very hard frost. Then we have prolonged 
leriods of heat and drought to reckon with ; 
the hot sun nnd drying air act on the ex- 
l>osed portions and parch the surface-roots. 
A little attention at this time of year 
would often save the life of choice alpine 
plants. 

Cypripedium bpectauii.e,— I have seen 
this growing by the. side of water in short 
(trass and in the full sun, and doing very 
well. Constant moisture at the roots and 
the evaporation from the water kept the 
foliage in good condition, but the flowers 
were smaller than they are under different 
conditions. This hardy Orchid loves a 
certain amount of protection from sun and 
wind, and is by no means difficult of cul¬ 
ture if provided with a suitable rooting 
medium. The finest specimen I have ever 
seen was on the north side of a building 
where the sun came in the morning and 
late in the afternoon. I took out the 
natural soil to a depth of 15 inches and 
18 inches square, put some brick rubble 
iuto the bottom, two turves of peat on that, 
and filled up with a compost of peat, leaf- 
mould, and some Sphagnum Moss—just 
what one would use for the tender kinds— 
and the surface was covered with green 
Moss. A fair-sized plant was put out, and 
went away at once. In the course of two 
years it made a very fine specimen. I had, 
much to my regret, to part with it, and 
when lifted, every inch of the soil was oc¬ 
cupied with healthy roots. This is one of 
tlie hardy plants that I should like to see 
owners of small gardens take up. In tiie 
smallest garden things of this kind can be 
accommodated as well as where there is 
a considerable area under plant culture, 
and this Lady’s Slipper Orchid is one of 
the most distinct hardy flowers in culti¬ 
vation. By following the above directions 
success will be obtained, but any attempt 
to grow it without this preparation of the 
soil will result in failure. In dry weather 
a cantul of water must be given now and 
then. 

Reserve pi,ants. —In the case of alpine 
plants it is a good plan to have young 
ones in reserve to take the place of those 
that may go wrong. Small pieces taken off 
in spring or in early autumn, and estab¬ 
lished in small pots, can be used at any 
time to till up blanks. J. Cornhili,. 


THE CARDINAL-FLOWER 
(Lobelia cardinai.is). 

Few plants pay better for liberal culture 
than the Cardinal-flower in all its varie¬ 
ties. It cannot be depended on to ripen 
seeds in the open, unless in the more 
favoured and sheltered places. When it 
does ripen seeds these should be sown as 
•soon as ripe in pans or boxes of light, rich 
soil, and either potted off before winter or 
loft intact in the seed-beds till the spring. 
They should be pushed forward in 
moderate heat, and finally planted out in 
deep, good soil, and in a sheltered, moist 
nook, if possible, towards the end of May. 
The plants may throw up a spike the first 
season; they will certainly form a stool 
like herbaceous Fhloxes, or plants of 
similar character, only the shoots are far 
more fleshy and strong. 

Only in the warmest places should these 
Lobelias be left out for the winter, and 
where this is done a foot of Cocoanut-fibre 
refuse over them is a better frost proof 
cap than coal-ashes, sawdust, or any other 
material. Whatever is used, it ought not 
to be removed till the middle or end of 
May, and on the removal of thelcovering 
a top-dressing of fresh |ok| sh ApSlIlr^lven, 


or a little of the finest fibre left as a top¬ 
dressing. But the safest mode of winter¬ 
ing the Cardinal-flower is to cut down the 
flowering-stems as soon as they have 
finished blooming, and lift the stools early 
in November at the latest, and either pot 
them separately in (i-inch or 8-inch pots 
or pack a dozen or so into a cutting-box. 
This mode is preferable to placing them in 
cold pits or frames or on the floors of cool 
houses for the winter for several reasons. 
For example, from the plants placed in 
heat in the early spring one or more clops 
of cuttings can be obtained; the first 
crop, being terminal shoots, are the 
strongest and the best, and yield the most 
bloom next year. Then the stools may 
also be broken up into as many shoots as 
roots can be obtained for. These potted 
singly and pushed on under genial condi¬ 
tions will each become stools with several 
shoots before planting time. There is 
also another advantage in beheading 
the shoots early in the spring. Each 
eye under the cut breaks, and these young 
shoots form admirable as well as easily- 
rooted cuttings; while if they are all left, 
the one shoot necessarily broadens into a 
stool with several shoots before the plnnt- 
ing-out season arrives. Flants thus 
treated are later than those not beheaded ; 
but this simply gives a longer succession 
of flowers, which no one who has once seen 
tiieir beauty can object to. 

But all this cutting, carving, nnd divid¬ 
ing may lie avoided if cultivators are con¬ 
tent to increase their stocks of Cardinal- 
flowers by seed, or by leaving the stools 
to spread out and increase in bulk accord¬ 
ing to the laws of Nature. Those who 
adopt this latter course will be surprised 
to find how the stools spread out into 
wider and yet wider masses of beauty if 
carefully lifted nnd stored in frost-proof 
quarters nnd planted out in rich, deep 
soil every year. 

In dry seasons the Cardinal-flower is 
wonderfully improved hv mulchings of 
manure and occasional delugings of 
manure or clear water. These add greatly 
to the stature of the spikes of bloom, and 
thus prolong the blooming season. The 
stimulus of pure water and liquid-manure 
likewise causes side breaks from the base 
of the stems, or later ones from the stools 
that often carry the blooming season 
almost into the winter. II. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Annuals.—Will you please give me a short 
list of the best annuals for sowing outside, to 
save time Bowing in heat and the usual boxing 
on, etc.?—E. E. ])., Cheshire. 

[Good annuals for the above purpose 
would be Clarklas, Dianthus, Godetia, 
Ilelichrysum, Iberis, Leptosiphon, Lim- 
nnnthes, Linurn, Lupins, Malope, Mignon¬ 
ette, Nemesia, Nemophila, Nigella, Poppies, 
Pliacella, Salpiglossis, Saponaria, Silene, 
Tropmolum, Viscaria, and many others you 
could select from any seedsman's cata¬ 
logue.] 

Colchicum Parkinsoni.— Flowering at 
this season, Colchicum Parkinsoni has 
many drawbacks. If we have a fine, mild 
season we appreciate it, but that is seldom 
the case in our climate, and it usually has 
to bear the brunt of hard weather of all 
kinds. As this is written, Parkinson’s 
Meadow Saffron is shrouded in snow, with 
every prospect of its next having to stand 
a drenching rain. This makes it of less 
value than would otherwise lie the case, 
and it will be more profitable for those 
possessed of an alpine-house to cultivate it 
there. It flowers iu late autumn and 
winter. The leaves', which are wavy in 
outline, are produced in spring, like those 
of practically all the Colchicums. The 
blooms are rather star-shaped, of good size, 


and borne very little above the soil. They 
are of a kind of white, deeply chequered 
with deep purple. They are finer than 
those of C. variegatum in their markings, 
but not so showy as those of Colchicum 
Sibthorpi, our finest, though not our most 
generally useful, distinctly chequered 
Meadow Saffron. C. Parkinsoni has been 
sometimes called C. chionense, but the best 
authorities claim that C. chionense is a 
synonym of C. variegatum.—S. Arnott. 

Cyclamen Corn.—I have had this in bloom 
in January, but more frequently it is later, 
and braves the weather of " February fill- 
dyke," shrinking from the colder winds of 
January. It is a most fascinating little flower 
for some choice nook in the garden. I grow it 
in loam, le&f-eoil, and a little sand, with some 
lime rubbish Intermingled. I have tried peat 
among the compost instead of leaf-soil with 
no apparent advantage.— Dumfries. 


FERNS. 

FERNS UNHEALTHY. 

What is the cause of the enclosed Ferns throw¬ 
ing up the deformed growth? I have a batch 
of Pterieee, including Wimsetti, tremula, albo- 
linenta, and argyrea. I noticed the deformed 
growth about August at one end of the batch, 
and it gradually went through the lot. The 
compost I used for potting them was three 
parts loam, one part stable-manure, with a 
good sprinkling of sand. They were stood on 
ashes on a solid stage. I noticed the same 
thing in a box of Ferns on a shelf in the same 
house.— Marechal Niel. 

[Your Ferns are badly attacked by yellow 
thrips, an exceedingly minute Insect, w’hose 
ravages of late years have been greatly on 
the increase, and given rise to a good deal 
of discussion. This Insect attacks the young 
fronds just as they are unfolding, hence 
by the time they develop the mischief is 
done, and then as few, if any, insects are 
to be found on them, the trouble is fre¬ 
quently put down to other causes. Too 
dry an atmosphere, particularly if com¬ 
bined with dryness at the root, is very 
favourable to the development of this pest, 
nnd as such conditions are most pro¬ 
nounced during the summer you will 
understand why about August tile first 
signs were seen. Once established it in¬ 
creases at a very rapid rate, and this wdll 
explain the quick spread of the disease 
through the whole of your Ferns. Dur¬ 
ing the winter these insects are not at all 
active, but mischief already done gradu¬ 
ally shows itself. With the return of 
spring the eggs laid in the autumn hatch 
out, and the young ones soon cause n deal 
of injury. Dryness set up by proximity 
to hot-water pipes is very favourable to 
the development of those thrips. The 
best remedy is vaporising with the XL All 
vaporiser, which does not injure ■ he 
foliage, and ns the vapour leaves a slight 
deposit behind, the effects are far more 
lasting than any form of fumigating can 
be. If done at intervals of three weeks or 
a month, this vaporising will keep plants 
entirely free of insect pests. Of course, 
once clean, the plants will go much longer 
without attention in this respect. At the 
some time, the potting compost employed 
by you is by no means an ideal one for 
Ferns, as the stalile-manure would be far 
better left out. We prefer a mixture of 
two parts loam, two parts peat or leaf- 
mould, and nearly one part sand. These 
proportions will, however, vary somewhat 
according to the consistency of the loam, 
as if it is light and sandy a less amount of 
peat or leaf-mould and sand will be needed 
than if it is of a heavy nature. Crude 
manure of any kind should not be used in 
pottiug Ferns, but if when the pots are 
full of roots they need n little stimulus, 
an occasional watering with weak liquid- 
mnaure and soot-water mixed will be bene¬ 
ficial.] 
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INDOOR PLANTS. 

OSTEOMEI/ES ANTHYLLIDIFOLIA. 
The genus Osteomoles lias a very wide area 
of distribution, ranging from China and 
Japan to the Sandwich Islands, the Andes 
of Peru, and the islands of the Archipelago 
of Magellan. It was first discovered in 
the province of Tunnan, China, by the 
Abbe Polavay, who sent seeds of it to the 
garden of the Museum at I’aris. Although 
It belongs to the Rosace®, when not in 
flower it might easily lie mistaken for a 
leguminous plant from the appearance of 
its big pinnate leaves, which resemble 
those of a Kidney Vetch (Antliyllis), from 
which it has received its specific name. 
Grown in an unheated house, it grows 
about 5 feet high, the branches of a pur¬ 
plish-brown colour, and densely clothed 
with tomentum when young. The flowers 


potting is of an adhesive and heavy nature a 
little lime rubble ill a fine condition may with 
advantage be added to the other constituents— 
i.c ., leaf-mould, a small amount of old Mush¬ 
room dung, and silver sand. 

SOWING SMALL SEEDS. 
Nothing perplexes amateurs and others 
who are not well acquainted with garden¬ 
ing more than the raising of plants from 
seed. To get up large seed is an easy 
matter, but not so in the case of small 
seeds, as they require very careful sowing 
and management, or failure is sure to be 
the result. Take Calceolarias, for in¬ 
stance, or Begonias, the seeds of which are 
as line as dust, and sow cither in the 
ordinary way, and the chances are that the 
whole will be lost; whereas by preparing 
tile soil properly and sowing on its surface 
both kinds of seeds germinate freely. 
First drain the pan or pot, and then put 



A flowerin'] shoot of Osteomeles anthyllidifoUa. 


are white, and borne in light terminal 
clusters of from ten to twenty-five blooms 
in each. They are succeeded by clusters 
of small, oval, fleshy fruits, somewhat re¬ 
sembling those of some of the Rocksprays. 
The fruits are at first green, then change 
to a purplish-red colour, and finally become 
black, witli a mealy bloom when quite 
ripe. It is a pity this will not stand in 
the open, for it is not suited to a wall, and 
nothing could be better in form or effect 
as a bush, it being a neat, compact grower. 
In the south-west it would probably suc¬ 
ceed thus. 


Schizanthus.—Toting plants in 60-sized pots, 
if in danger of becoming pot-bound, should be 
given a shift into pots two sizes larger and 
returned to the position (greenhouse shelves) 
they have been occupying since being Hint 
potted. Allow ample space between the plants. 


■0 that they may dovetail a bushy_ 
growth) When the| 
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over the crocks some Moss or rough sift¬ 
ings from tile lotting bench, and on these 
some of the finer soil, finishing off on the 
top with very fine sifted soil mixed with 
a little silver sand. All should then be 
pressed down and made level and smooth, 
and then watered through a fine-rosed pot 
or damped by means of a syringe, when 
after standing to drain for a time all will 
lie ready for sowing. This can be the 
most readily done by opening one end of 
the packet and gently shaking it sideways, 
keeping it when doing so nearly on a level, 
in order that the seed may leave the paper 
slowly and evenly, as then there is no diffi¬ 
culty in causing it to be distributed regu¬ 
larly over the surface. This part of the 
work over, the next thing is to provide 
against the seed suffering from want of 
water or the soil getting the least dry. To 
prevent the soil drying nothing answers 
so well as a piece of glass laid over the 


pot or pan, as it keeps the air in a 
thoroughly humid condition. A bell or 
hand glass answers the same purpose if 
kept close, and in sunny weather it is 
always advisable to shade, as solar heat 
and light soon draw out the moisture. 
Should the soil become in the least dry the 
safest way to damp it is to bedew it with 
water from a syringe, as it can bo done 
more lightly than through the rose of a pot 
if the syringe is used with dexterity. 
Seeds of a larger size than those named 
may be slightly covered or have a very 
thin sprinkling of fine silver sand scat¬ 
tered amongst them, but only just enough 
to give colour and not bury the soil. 


Annuals for pots.—Please give me the namee 
of beet annuals for pot culture—something 
beet suited for conservatory work?—E. E. D. 

[For pots you would find Clarkias, 
Godetias, Snipiglossis, Scabious, Mignon¬ 
ette, Antirrhinums, Schizanthus, Linums, 
Fhlox Drummondi, Statiees, Rhodanthes, 
Coreopsis, and Viscaria suitable. The 
great point in the successful culture of 
annuals in pots is to see that the plants 
have room for development, as, if the seed 
is sown too thickly and the young plants 
crowded, success cannot be expected.] 
Camellias in pots and planted out— 
The annual removal of pot Camellias out- 
of-doors after the buds are formed in early 
summer is one of the subjects on which 
very diverse opinions are held, for although 
one frequently meets with well-flowered 
plants in [tots that get their annual spell 
of outdoor treatment, I feel sure that if 
tlie collections of these popular plants that 
are permanently planted out, and there¬ 
fore never removed from under their cover¬ 
ing of glass, were placed in competition 
with those in ixits that are so treated, those 
not in [tots would lie found not only more 
healthy, but certainly far more froe-flower- 
ing than tlie pot plants. My own experi¬ 
ence of Camellias is decidedly in favour of 
permanent planting, for they are mostly 
grown for cut flowers; in fact, that is the 
main claim they have to public favour, for 
as decorative pot plants they are excelled 
by many other tilings. I lately saw a 
house of the double white variety in a 
nursery in which cut (lowers are made a 
specialty, and tlie clusters of flowers—five 
or six at the end of almost every shoot— 
formed a sight that could hardly be 
equalled by pot plants, for however care¬ 
fully the plants may lie attended to in the 
matter of watering, it is difficult to keep 
tlie tender rootlets in such an equable state 
as regards moisture as those planted out, 
and there can be no question but that it is 
from checks by dryness at tlie root that 
bud-dropping is frequently caused. I have 
found tlie Camellia particularly benefited 
by top-dressings of sheep or cow manure.— 
G. G. • 

Carnation Salmon Enchantress. — Pro¬ 
bably no perpetual-flowering Carnation has 
given rise to a greater number of varieties 
than Enchantress, raised many years ago 
in America. Possessed of all the good 
attributes of the original, vigorous consti¬ 
tution, free-flowering, size of bloom, and 
length of stem—qualities that quickly 
popularise a variety—it goes one better 
still by the added depth of colour for which 
all Carnation specialists were waiting. 
Enchantress itself being more or less 
amende during tlie sunless days of winter. 
In this respect Ixitli the salmon form above 
mimed and Enchantress Supreme surpass 
tlie old variety, tlie subject of this note, 
by reason of its rich colouring appealing 
to all. By some who know, it is regarded 
as the finest market Carnation ever offered 
—no mean tribute to atiy variety, seeing 
tlie number of good things now in com¬ 
merce.—E. 11. J. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

VEGETABLE SOUPS. 

(Concluded from page 6.) 

The following recipes are those of an 
English cook :— 

Brown Onion soup.— Take some vegetable 
stock, and place in a large pan with eufficient 
salt and white pepper to flavour. Melt a 
tablespoonful of dripping in a pan (Nut 
butter can be used, but dripping ia more eco¬ 
nomical). Slice three large English Onions 
into rings, and fry in the fat until a rich 
brown, but not burnt. Sprinkle over the con¬ 
tent#} of the pan a tablespoonful of flour, and 
continue frying until browned. Then mix 
with sufficient of the vegetable stock until 
well blended, and stir into the stock in the 
saucepan. Toast a slice of bread until it i6 
dry and very brown. Allow it to get cold, 
and then crush with a rolling-pin. Add these 
toast crumbs to the soup, and simmer for 
twenty minutes, and serve with tiny cubes of 
toasted bread. A teaspoonful of any dried 
sweet herbs is a nice addition to this soup, 
and when Sage is used the soup becomes mock 
duck. 

White Onion socp.— Take a quart of vegetable 
stock made with white vegetable parings, and 
place in a pan with sufficient pepper and salt 
to flavour. Slice a pound of Onions, and chop 
finely, taking care not to lose any of the juice. 
Boil the soup for half-an-hour. Then place a 
breakfaetcupful of breadcrumbs in a basin 
and pour over them a cupful of boiling milk, 
and beat until the crumbs are pulped. Add 
this to the soup, and simmer fifteen minutes. 
Bub the whole through a sieve, then return 
to the pan, reheat, and pour at once into the 
tureen. A little finely - chopped Parsley 
sprinkled over the top makes a pretty garnish. 

Beetroot soup. —Take a medium-sized Beet¬ 
root, two large Tomatoes, an Onion, and a 
small head of Celery. Peel, cut theee veget¬ 
ables into dice, and place in a pan with two 
pints of white vegetable stock, and salt and 
pepper to flavour. Simmer until all the veget¬ 
ables are very tender, then rub the whole 
through a sieve, and return to the saucepan. 
Roll a dessertspoonful of flour in a teaspoonful 
of butter, and add to the soup; simmer for a 
few minutes longer, and send to table with 
tiny cubes of fried bread. 

Vegetable mulligatawny— Fry a large Onion 
in butter until a rich brown, sprinkle over 
the Onion a tablespoonful of flour and a 
heaped dessertspoonful of good curry powder. 
Fry the whole for ten minutes, then add a 
pint of cold water very gradually to the con¬ 
tents of the frying-pan until the whole is well 
blended. Peel and slice three sour Apples into 
a saucepan, add three pints of good, well- 
flavoured vegetable stock, and simmer until 
the Apples are pulped. Flavour with suffi¬ 
cient salt to taste, a large lump of sugar, and 
the juice of a Lemon. Add the fried curry 
sauce from the frying-pan, and stir until the 
whole begins to boil, set aside so that it will 
just keep hot, and allow it to cook for an 
hour. Just before sending to table add a little 
more Lemon juice if the soup is not tart 
enough. Serve with nicely-boiled Rice in a 
separate dish. The quantity of curry powder 
can be varied to suit individual tastes. 

Cream of Celery soup.— Clean and cut into 
pieces the white parts of two heads of Celery, 
and simmer in a pint and a half of milk until 
quite tender. Add a tablespoonful of Onion 
juice, salt, and white pepper to flavour. Rub 
the whole through a sieve, and return to the 
pan; beat an egg thoroughly, and mix with a 
tablespoonful of rich cream, and place in the 
tureen. Pour the soup, boiling hot, over the 
egg, stirring the whole time, and send to table 
at, once. If strict economy is necessary the 
egg and the cream can be omitted, and the 
soup thickened with a dessertspoonful of flour 
mixed with a little cold milk. In this case 
the soup must be simmered for ten minutes 
after the addition of the flour. 

Lettuce and Green Pea soup.— Wash and cut 
up a large white-hearted Lettuce, and place in 
a saucepan with a quart of Green Peas and a 
bunch of young Onions cut into slices. Add a 
little Mint, salt, pepnwvand a grating of Nut- j 
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meg. and cover with one quart of good etock. 
Simmer gently for an hour. Thicken with a 
dessertspoonful of flour rolled in a teaspoonful 
of butter, and eerve with email squares of 
toasted bread. 

Vegetable socp and dumplings.— Take two 
quarto of vegetable etock, and add a large 
Onion, some of the outer leaves of Celery, 
chopped Carroto and Turnipe. and any cold 
vegetables there may be In the larder. Chop 
a large English Onion finely, and mix with 
two cupfuls of flour, two-thirds of a cup of 
chopped suet, pepper and salt to taste. Mix 
this with a little milk until it forme a firm 
paste. Mould into small dumplings the size of 
a large Walnut and drop into the boiling soup. 
Give the whole a good stir and then simmer for 
an hour. Pour into a tureen and send to 
table with cubes of fried bread. 


PUMPKIN COOKERY. 

This vegetable, so extensively used in the 
Colonies and America, is not so much ap¬ 
preciated in this country as it deserves. 
If tlie Pumpkins are carefully ripened and 
stored they will last right through the 
winter, and ore most useful either as a 
vegetable or ns fruit when both vegetables 
and fruit are very expensive. Pumpkin 
jam is not to be despised, and as it may be 
flavoured with either Lemon, Orange, 
Ginger, dried Apricot, or Peach, it is a 
very economical jam for family use. The 
Pumpkin absorbs the flavour so readily 
that a small quantity of flavouring sub¬ 
stance will turn the whole product into 
Peach, Apricot, or any other jam, as the 
case may be. 

Pumpkin ties are delicious, and may be 
an excuse for a rich custard of Pumpkin, 
cream, and eggs, or else the plain Pumpkin 
flavoured with a little citric acid or Lemon 
juice, and sweetened to taste. The Pump¬ 
kin is boiled in slices, and, when tender, 
taken up and the water drained off. The 
peel Is then removed and the flesh of the 
Pumpkin mashed to a fine pulp, adding 
the flavourings and pouring the mixture 
into a pie-plate which has been lined with 
a good, short crust. Rake in a quick oven 
until nicely browned and the pastry 
Cooked. Serve either hot or cold, 

Pumpkin pkjtteus are the mashed 
Pumpkin blended with a well-beaten egg 
and a dessertspoonful of flour for every 
breakfast cupful of Pumpkin. Sweeten to 
taste, and add a little Lemon juice and a 
dessertspoonful of chopped candied peel. 
Drop a tablespoonful into a well-buttered 
pan and fry until well browned on one 
side; turn and brown the other. Drain on 
kitchen paper, and place in the oven to 
keep hot. Serve piled high on a dish, 
sprinkling each fritter with i>owdered 
sugar, and garnish with slices of Iiemon. 

As a vegetable the Pumpkin can be fried 
in slices, or baked and sent to table with 
any kind of roast or fried vegetable dish. 
When boiled it should lx? well drained, all 
water being pressed out with a saucer, 
then mashed with a good-sized piece of 
butter, pepper, and salt to taste. Return 
to the pan to re heat and send to table 
immediately. II. T. C. 


THE TELEGRAPH ON APPLES. 
TnEBE is much cocksure matter hi the 
Daily Telegraph about tile Newtown and 
other Apples, but the opinions of the writer 
are not quite sound. His praise of the 
Oregon and Californian Newtowns as the 
best is vitiated by leaving out all notice of 
the best of the Newtowns as we have 
known them for years—that is, the 
Virginian Newtown, which never grows so 
large as the Californian or Oregon New¬ 
town, but has a Pine-apple flavour that they 
never have. The vogue of the Newtown is 
such that people attempt to grow it in all 
sorts of likely places, but to get the flavour 
of the old spotted Newtown is not possible 


on the Western Pacific Coast. The writer 
in the Telegraph then goes on to over¬ 
praise Cox’s Orange Pippin, and says that 
it is the best of ail Apples. It is not a 
patch upon the Virginian Newtown, neither 
is it so good as a well-grown Ribston, nor 
so delicate in flavour ns tbe D'Arcy Apple. 

Reverting to the topic of the extra¬ 
ordinarily fine Oregon Apples now on the 
market, it may be as well to reveal a little 
secret to the public. The best are known 
as “ blue diamonds,” which distinguishing 
sign refers to the brand on the cases. All 
fruit that is deemed good enough to bear 
the " blue diamond ” Hood River mark may 
be accepted as the finest obtainable. That 
which is not quite perfect is known as the 
“ red diamond," but even that is so fine 
that no one need cavil at the quality. 
This year, the second grade is equal to, if 
not better than, the first selection of last 
year's crop; so that all "diamond ” Apples 
may honestly be ranked as precious fruits. 
Reluctantly the epicure must leave the 
region of the choicest, and discuss that 
which, if not in that category, is neverthe¬ 
less good. The Californian Newtown 
Pippin is an Apple which comes first in 
the region of all-round utility. It is good, 
sound, and of excellent keeping quality. 
Compared with the finest fruit of British 
Columbia and Oregon, it is remarkably 
cheap, but by no means to be despised on 
that account. Enthusiasm in regard to the 
merits of imported Apples must not be 
allowed to interfere with appreciation of 
those grown in our own orchards. There 
is nothing to equal the English Cox's 
Orange in regard to flavour. It may not be 
so beautiful as other kinds produced in dis¬ 
tant climes, but for inherent worth it still 
remains unrivalled. 


Sugar.— Mr. Ilunyard shop 1<1 obtain 
from a West Indian sugar factory a sample 
of uurefined sugar, just as it stands, and 
compare it with the finally manufactured 
article. He will have a vivid lesson in (lie- 
gulf between the two, and the gulf is 
greater still between refined sugar and 
fruit sugar. Fruit sugar is the most 
wholesome of all, and. taken in tlie pro¬ 
portions and combinations in which it. 
exists in fruit, cannot tie used to excess. 
A friend of mine who has diabetes is 
thankful to find by experience that choice 
Apples and similar fruits eaten raw do not 
aggravate his complaint. Whether others 
similarly afflicted would find fresh fruit ns 
beneficial as he does I cannot say. I have 
observed that fruit which was quite sweet 
when raw develops acidity when cooked, 
ltipe, raw fruit is no doubt, from a health 
point of view, best as Nature left. it.— 
W. J. Faumku. 

Corn salad. —I sowed mine thickly over 
some bare bulb nursery beds in July. It 
is now (at. tbe end of the year) useful as 
a salad with a few stalks of Celery added. 
Our English seedsmen usually offer one 
kind only ; in France several varieties are 
offered. The plant is so easily raised in 
any simre corners flint it deserves to lie 
more in use. It should he sown thickly 
in raised beds, as in that way the dense 
growth prevents the splashing of earth.— 
W. 

Brussels Sprouts.— Sometimes people 
present one with water-bags of acrid juice 
called Brussels Sprouts; but all who have 
thought for their “interiors” should re¬ 
member that the real Brussels Sprout is 
a small and nutty vegetable. All so-called 
improvements by tbe English market- 
gardener are in the wrong direction. Also, 
tlie cookery calls for improvement. The 
Belgians understand this, and make 
pleasant dishes of the Chou do Bruxelles. 

An idea for best porridge. — Banageu 
(Angliee Sanatogen) lightly sprinkled over 
porridge and well mixed makes a fine break¬ 
fast. slightly more sustaining than porridge 
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ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

• STANDEN. 

The illustration of a view in the rock 
garden at Standen, the Sussex residence 
of Mrs. J. S. Beale, gives an idea of the 
possible opportunities for gardening both 
Inside and around an old disused quarry, 
for that is what this charming rock garden 
formerly was. On entering at the end 
near the house, one finds a wide drift of 
the purple Viola eornuta purpurea, which 
well shows the value of this plant as com¬ 
pared with its effect when dotted about ns 
so often seen. Towering above is a good- 
sized specimen of the Japanese Loquat 


ceolaria violaeea, Heueheras, Potentillas, 
Genista pilosa, etc., were well placed and 
gay on the southern side. Beneath the 
bridge here shown was a grand clump of 
the Umbrella plant (Saxifraga peltata), 
which, benefited by the rich bottom, ap¬ 
parently moist In all seasons, had recently 
borne a profusion of flowers. This plant 
was in fine condition. At this point the 
quarry loses itself in the woodlands above, 
and, as far as it was possible to see, had 
become a jierfeet home for Ferns. On the 
left-hand side of the picture is a fine plant 
of the climbing Hydrangea scandens, full 
of blossoms and beautifully placed. 
Towering above it was n gorgeous group 
of Genista hispanica, demonstrating again 
(lie otVoct of massing. 


enneaphylla, too, was ideally placed to¬ 
wards the bottom of this natural wall, and 
was full of flowers; indeed, I have rarely 
seen this plant so happy, the cool, moist, 
half-shaded conditions just suiting it. 
Some finely-grown plants of Rnmondia 
pyrenaiea and its pale forms were ablaze 
with flowers. The aspect on this side is 
due north-east, but is low and sheltered 
to a certain extent by the trees and shrubs 
planted on the other side of this exca¬ 
vation. I noticed Haborlca rliodoponsis 
in tlds position full of bloom and delight¬ 
ing in the shady, moist surroundings. Oil 
tlie higher levels were colonies of 
Megaseas and hardy Heaths. Large 
chimps of that lieautiful rock-garden 
Strawberry (Fragaria monophylla), a good, 
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View in the rock garden at Standen, East Gnnstcad, Sussex. 


fEriobotrya). Trained to a wall near by 
was a plant, S> feet high, of Camellia 
Sasanqua, which bears pale-pink flowers 
from Christinas onward. Here, too, 1 
noticed a reuiurkably tine plant of Raphio- 
lepis ovata, quite the largest I have seen, 
and in perfect health. Facing full south 
and well up in the sunshine, n little pocket 
was full of a yellow Mariposa Lily, prob¬ 
ably Calochortus luteus. Finus Cembra 
forms a background on the north side, and 
in the front of this Pine were noticed many 
flowering trees and shrubs, such as the 
Rose Bud Cherry (Prumis penduln) Cistus 
ladaniferus, while nearer the front were 
masses of the alpine Rose (Rhododendron 
ferruguineuni) at the height of its glory. 



This is the prettiest part of the garden, 
for here we have the natural lie of the 
stone mellowed by time into those soft 
greens so peaceful to the eye, which age 
alone can give. 1 was pleased to see a 
small plant of the winter-flowering Cle¬ 
matis (C. balearicn) here. On the cool 
side, with Tree Lupins and flowering 
shrubs, were many very interesting Ferns, 
noticeably the Royal Fern (Gsmunda 
regalis) and tlib North American O. cin- 
namomea in fine condition, and revelling 
among the boulders on the raised positions 
were excellent examples of the Oak, 
Beech, and Parsley Ferns, also Cystopteris 
fragilis, and many others. The little Stub- 
wort (Oxalis Acetosella) and Sandwort 
(Arenaria baleariea) were battling for pre¬ 
mier position on this cool side. Oxalis 


lint, often neglected, plant, were white with 
flowers. A small pool in the bed of the 
quarry forms a suitable home for water 
plants of limited growth. 

On leaving this rock garden I was sur¬ 
prised to see Hydrangea scandens mid 
Lardizabaia biternata, in each case used 
for clothing low walls on the sides of 
flights of steps. I have rarely seen these 
growing so freely, the former a mass of 
bloom. E. Markham. 

Silene laciniata Purpusi.— 1 This may 
fairly he described as the most brilliant- 
flowered, dwarf-growing alpine of autumn, 
if not of the whole year. The flowers are 
of a dazzling scarlet, and defy description. 
To this brilliant and unusual colour is 
wedded a profuse flowering, sultjcionfly so, 
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indeed, to render the plant effective over a 
considerable period and notable even when 
the great flush of flowers is past. Its 
laciuiated petals also stamp it as distinct. 
Probably its weakest side is Its rather lax 
habit, a lack of sufficient stem stamina 
to stand erect, despite the fact that it is 
but C inches or 9 inches high. Happily, 
tile plant produces seeds freely, so that 
presently there may be forthcoming a form 
of equal merit, more erect in carriage, and 
of compact habit. Meanwhile that we 
have is worth growing for the reasons in¬ 
dicated. colonising it here and there on 
sunny ledges of rockwork, affording it 
space in the moraine or giving it a start 
on the wall garden. While preferring 
sandy loam, it does not object to peat. 
Slugs are rather fond of it, and it should 
be guarded accordingly.— E. H. Jenkins. 


DIANTHUS SPENCER BICKHAM. 

The illustration shows a group of n charm¬ 
ing hybrid alpine Pink, the parentage 
being Dianthus etesius and I), deltoides. 


It is an ideal plant for the rock garden in 
June, and specially suited to positions 
where little soil exists, but where the 
plants may send down their root-fibres into 
rocky crevices or the like. It grows rather 
more than ti inches high, the rosy-pink 
IH'tals lightly fringed at the tips. The 
habit of the plant is densely tufted, with 
much of the I), caisius character In its 
leafage. By no means difficult to grow, it 
may be easily increased by division and 
cuttings. Its worst, enemy is the -slug in 
winter, and where the plants are grown on 
level ground this pest must be kept in 
check. Grown on rockwork, on walls, or 
the like, the plants, while by no means im¬ 
mune from the attacks of slugs, suffer less 
from the pest because of the drier condi¬ 
tions and the minimum amount of shelter 
such positions afford. 


“ The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds." —New Edition, 12th, revised, with descriptions 
of all the lest plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium tivo, 15s. ; 
post free, 15s. 6d. 0/ all Booksellers or from the office 

of Gardening ItLUatfOtEU. 03, Lincolits Inn Fields, 

K7LC 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

PROPAGATING CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 
These are by many propagated in spring, 
yet there are great numbers who think 
that autumn-struck cuttings produce the 
best flowers. Autumn striking certainly 
possesses one advantage, and that is the 
cuttings are easily protected in a frame, 
whereas large plants saved until the spring 
would take up a good deal of room during 
winter. Where autumn propagation is 
practised, the cuttings should be put in 
ndw, and for this purpose choose those 
stout shoots that .spring up around the base 
of large plants. In the case of some varie¬ 
ties an immense number of young growths 
is formed, and where that happens the 
weak ones should be removed, leaving only 
a sufficient number from which to propa¬ 
gate; if this is not done, all of them will 
become drawn and weak. In some the 
shoots are hut sparingly produced, but the 
additional protection accorded to the plants 
when iu bloom causes them to break up 


from the bottom, when cuttings can be 
taken. 

The soil for Chrysanthemum cuttings 
should lie of moderate lightness, and 
should consist of about two-tbirds loam 
and one-third leaf-mould, with a fair pro¬ 
portion of sand, but in this respect the 
Chrysanthemum is not very particular, 
provided good open material is used. The 
cutting i>ots should be about 2£ inches or 
3 inches in diameter, with 1 inch of crocks 
in the bottom, and then filled to Uie rim 
moderately firm with the soil just men¬ 
tioned. The cuttings should be about 3 
inches in length; remove the bottom leaf, 
or two if necessary, for the purpose of in¬ 
sertion, but as many of the shoots will be 
cut off below the soil in order to obtain 
them of sufficient length, they will not re¬ 
quire tiie removal of any leaves. When 
prepared, insert them singly in the centre 
of each pot, and take care that they are 
made secure. Each cutting should be cor¬ 
rectly labelled, as by so doing mistakes are 
avoided. They may then be placed in a 
cold frame, or if put where there is a slight 
amount of beat they will root quicker with¬ 


out the danger of damping off, but very 
little heat must be given, or they will grow 
up weakly, and as soon as rooted they 
should he removed. If in a frame without 
heat, take care that they are not far from 
the glass. A good watering when put in 
will suffice for some time, and when this 
is done leave off the lights, it practicable, 
for a short time to dry up superabundant 
moisture. The after treatment consists iu 
removing decaying leaves, in giving water 
when required, and in taking off the lights 
for an hour or so on a fine day, if there are 
any signs of damping. The summer- 
flowering varieties, now much more grown 
than formerly, may also be put in at the 
present time, but as their shoots are weak 
compared with those of the others, it is 
unnecessary to put them into single pots; 
about a dozen in a 5-inch pot will be found 
to he the best, and when rooted they may 
he iKitted off and grown on as the other 
kiuds. As, however, they belong mainly 
to the small-flowered class, unless needed 
for something special, 6-inch i»ts will be 
large enough for them. When it is desired 
to increase any of the above to the fullest 
extent they may he allowed to grow until 
the topis are of sufficient length to be taken 
as cuttings, instead of pinching them out 
as soon as growth commences. T. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Chrysanthemum cuttings. — Illustrations 
given in gardening papers show cuttings of 
Chrysanthemums to be taken similar to those 
of Pelargoniums. Would the results be good if 
taken low enough to secure a few roots to faci¬ 
litate rooting? I have no artificial heat.— 
Devonian. 

[Sucker-like shoots with roots adhering, 
such as you suggest, would make very 
satisfactory plants, either for conservatory 
embellishment or for providing a large 
quantity of cut flowers. For exhibition, 
however, we would not recommend the 
practice, as the timing of the buds could 
not lie satisfactorily determined from such 
plants.] 

Chrysanthemums for pots.—Will you kindly 

tell me if the following Chrysanthemums. 
Wm. Turner, Romance, and Mrs. R. Luxford, 
would be first-class varieties for growing as 
specimens or bush plants in pots out-of-doora 
during the summer and taking into a sitting- 
room window during the flowering period? I 
want the plants to carry ten to twelve good 
blooms.— Devonian. 

[The throe varieties mentioned by you 
would make quite satisfactory specimen or 
bush plants if grown in pots outdoors 
during the summer and early autumn, pro¬ 
vided the plants can lie placed In an airy 
sitting-room with a warm, sunny aspect 
while the buds are developing and the 
blooms expanding in the autumn. Each of 
the varieties should easily produce ten to 
twelve really beautiful blooms.] 

Chrysanthemums In Glasgow Parks. — 
There is again a full display of Chrysanthe¬ 
mums in the houses at the various Parks 
where accommodation for these is provided. 
There are not many novelties, but the varie¬ 
ties have been well selected and they make a 
splendid display. Large blooms are not much 
grown, but what there are nie excellent, and 
the bush plante, which predominate, are very 
fine. The principal displaye are at Camphill 
(in the Queen’s Park), the Botanic Gardens, 
Toll cross, and Springburn.— Scotsman. 

Single Chrysanthemum Mejlsa. This is a 
great favourite among those who like white 
Chrysanthemums, and I have teen pleased to 
see the frequency with which one comes 
across it in collections of singles. It is one of 
the mo6t popular, and is excellent whether dis¬ 
budded or in sprays. Its pure white colour 
and its graceful form commend it Vo the many, 
and it is still one of the indispeniiable varie¬ 
ties -Scotsman. 
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ORCHIDS. 

THE BUTTERFLY HABENARIA 
( Habenauja bifolia). 

This beautiful and fragrant native Orchid 
lx seen at its best under tile shade of Hazel 
ajul other coppice, the spikes from plants 
growing thus being longer and the flowers 
of n purer white than when in more ex¬ 
posed i>ositions. The spikes reach a height 
of about IS inches, the upper part covered 
with flowers each about 1 incii across. It 
is a useful plant for naturalising in a 
fairly moist position shaded from the 
brightest sunshine. Any good loamy soil 
suits it, and It wall thrive all the better if 
some leaf-mould is added when planting 
with an annual mulch of the same 
material. It varies much in the breadth of 
the leaves as well as the flowers. 


Cymbidium insigne Sanderi. — Of all 

Oymbldiums this is undoubtedly the most 
popular, and, as a parent, it has proved 


active growth. Maintain a moist, buoyant 
atmosphere, and shade the plants from 
strong sunlight. During bright weather a 
spray overhead is beneficial.—S adox. 

Epidendrum vitellinum.— This is a gem 
amongst cool-house Orchids, and one 
which no amateur’s collection should be 
without, the bright orange-red of the 
sepals and petals contrasting with the 
bright yellow of the lip. It is of the 
easiest culture, thriving best when sus¬ 
pended in the shallow pans now so freely 
used for Orchids. It must not be coddled 
at any season of the year, but always kept 
in a cool, moist, and airy temperature. 
The blossoms are produced on erect 
racemes from the top of the newly-formed 
pseudo-bulbs, and last upwards of six 
weeks in the best of condition if care is 
taken not to wet them. The unusual 
colour of the flowers makes it a charm¬ 
ing associate of Odontoglossums and other 
Orchids. 

Maxlllarla Iepldota.— One of the most useful 
of the Maxillariaa for winter blooming may he 



Flowering spikes of the Butterfly Ilahenaria (II. bifolia). 


of the greatest value. Several fine forms 
have appeared. It grows at an altitude 
of 4,000 feet to 5,000 feet. The spikes are 
each often 4 feet or 5 feet in length, the 
flowers usually of a soft rose colour. This 
Cymbidium does best in the intermediate- 
house, where in winter the temperature 
fluctuates between 50 dogs, and 00 degs. 
A cool eordidor is also a suitable structure, 
and even when not in flower the elegant 
foliage is always welcome. The best time 
for repotting is soon after the spikes are 
removed, and as Cymbidiums possess thick, 
fleshy roots, they well repay for generous 
treatment. Tlie pots should be ample, and 
they may be filled to one-fourth of their 
depth with drainage over which is placed 
a layer of turfy loam. The compost con¬ 
sists of good fibrous loam, partly decayed 
leaves, and peat in equal parts, with a 
moderate sprinkling of crushed crocks and 
sharp sand. Make the soil linn and leave 
sufficient sjiace fof^’wafi'ring, (Is plicae 
plants require a <\idj'(s)siii>itJ |\|ien in 


found in this. It succeeds well in equal 
parts of loam, peat, and chopped Sphagnum 
Moss. The elongated sepals are of a brownish- 
purple below, and the end is pale yellow, the 
flower being made up practically of these 
two shades. Unfortunately, the flower-stems are 
rather dwarf and do not rise much above the 
foliage; but even with this drawback the 
variety is worthy of inclusion among the more 
easily grown ‘Orchids.—-A Scottish Gardener, 


Calvary Clover (S .).-—The botanical name of 
the Calvary Clover is Medicago Echinus. This 
plant will grow ont-of-doors if the seed is 
sown early in spring, and the plants raised in 
a greenhouse, and as soon as they are large 
enough planted out in a warm border. What 
you suppose to be the seed is the seed-vessel, 
which if properly developed, contains several 
seeds. This vessel is the most interesting part 
of the plant, because if. with the assistance of 
a pin, you begin to open the round ball at the 
point where it became detached from the 
plant, you will find it unroll itself ii\ the form 
of a narrow ribbon-like strip in one length, 
leaving the seed loose in the hand. 


ROOM AND WINDOW. 

EVERLASTING FLOWERS FOR 
WINTER USE. 

Wjieuf. vases require filling for the winter 
months and suitable flowers are not over- 
plentiful -various kinds of Everlasting- 
flowers and Grasses are useful, and make 
an agreeable change. 

Honesty' ranks as one of the best, the 
shining silvery seed-pods when prepared 
being very showy and lasting a long time 
in good condition. It is also valuable in 
the herbaceous border in early summer, 
when tlie purple and white flowers are 
freely produced. There is only one tiling 
that tells against the growing of Honesty 
in the herbaceous borders for use during 
the winter—its untidy appearance after 
the flowers have faded and when the seed- 
pods are forming. The remedy, then, is 
to grow a batch of plants in some part of 
the kitchen garden entirely for winter use. 
Given good culture Honesty grows from 
3 feet to 4 feet high. The plants should 
be pulled up about the middle of August 
when thoroughly dry and bung up in a 
cool, airy shed to dry gradually for ten 
days, when the outer covering of the seed- 
pods can be easily taken off, leaving 
nothing but the shining silvery centre. 
They should lie again hung up iu the same 
quarters until required for use. 

The Pearl Cudweed (Gnapbalium mar- 
garitaeeum) is valuable for winter use, but 
not often employed for this purpose. The 
flower-heads are produced on stout stalks 
from 2 feet to 3 feet long; the fully-ex¬ 
panded blossoms have their outer petals 
white, the centre pale yellow; the unex¬ 
panded buds have a scaly appearance, 
silvery-white. The leaves are narrow and 
woolly, and should be stripped off when 
the stems are gathered towards the end of 
August. Hang the flowers up in small 
bunches to dry gradually in a cool, airy 
shed. If laid in the sun they dry too fast, 
shrivelling the stems and discolouring tlie 
flower-lieads. Beyond its value for winter 
decoration this Gnaplialium is much ap¬ 
preciated as a summer-flowering her¬ 
baceous subject. 

Helichrysum is tlie most common species 
of Everlasting-flowers, and probably tlie 
most useful of all, as it can be had iu such 
a variety of colours. The flowers ought 
to be cut iu a variety of stages, from small 
buds to fully-expanded blossoms, to obtain 
tlie widest range of variety. Helichrysums 
are very suitable for small as well as tall 
vases, and for bouquets and wreaths. The 
same treatment is required for these as 
for tlie preceding in the way of harvesting 
the flowers. 

Rhodanthes are valuable not only when 
grown in pots, but for winter use in a cut 
stage; being slim in appearance, they lend 
themselves to tasteful arrangement in 
small vases for drawing-room decoration. 
Sown several seeds in 3-inch pots in March 
in a cold-frame, and afterwards planted 
out iu rich soil in a warm position, they 
grow freely and flower profusely. They 
can be had in separate colours of carmine, 
rose, crimson, white, and yellow. The 
flowers ought to be fully expanded before 
cutting, which should be done with as long 
stalks as possible. The 

Winter Cherry is not exactly deserving 
of being classed among Everlasting-flowers, 
although it is a capital subject for winter 
decoration. The beauty of this plant con¬ 
sists in the bright red Cherry-like fruits 
inside a large inflated calyx, which in time 
becomes skeletonised, exposing more to 
view the Cherry within. Under good culti¬ 
vation stems bearing many fruits can lie 
cut from 1 foot to 2 feet long, but for kee]>- 
ing during the winter they should become 
thoroughly matured before being cut. 
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Acroounicus, rose and white, and the 
larger variety called grandiflorum of the 
roseum type, make capital winter orna¬ 
ments for vases. Being single-flowered on 
Jong, slender stems, they can be lightly 
arranged in a mass or mixed with other 
things. Seed should be sown in March in 
a cold-frame, the seedlings pricked out in 
light soil in a frame, and afterwards 
planted in rich compost in a thoroughly 
exposed situation. The flowers should be 
cut when young, as they preserve their 
colours better in that state. The 

Aphelexis of the macrantha type, culti¬ 
vated as greenhouse specimens, are most 
useful in producing flowers for winter after 
iliey have served their purpose as exhibi¬ 
tion plants during the summer. The 
flowers last a long time after being cut, 
and give pleasing shades of pink. 

Statice pkofusa, another pleasing sub- 
.lect, is appreciated by many in a cut state 
for winter use, as blue flowers, even of the 
everlasting type, are rare. The flowers 
ought to be cut bpfore they commence to 
turn pale on the plant, as the colour is 
better preserved and the flowers fresher 
too, consequently in better condition to 
stand the winter in a cut state. 

Bulrushes of both the narrow and 
broad-leaved type make capital winter 
ornaments for largo halls where an im¬ 
posing group is required. Mixed with 
Pampas Grass plumes, Bulrushes have a 
good effect. When fully in bloom they 
should be gathered, being cut with long 
stems, ns they are so much more orna¬ 
mental in that way than when only a few 
inches long. Many kinds of native Grasses 
can be employed to give a winter effect if 
cut and preserved at the right time. E. 


VEGETABLES. 

ECONOMY IN THE VEGETABLE 
GARDEN. 

The various suggestions made from time 
to time ns to the most profitable vegetables 
to grow do not always take into account 
the amount of space occupied—an im¬ 
portant consideration, especially for small 
gardens. All members of the Brassiea 
family, for instance, are best represented 
by such things as Early Snowball in Cauli¬ 
flowers, Model in Broccoli, and a small, 
close-fitting Cabbage rather than by varie¬ 
ties of huge size with a big percentage of 
leaves. Similarly a Broad Bean like 
Beck’s Dwarf Gem, a dwarf Marrowfat 
I'ea, and the green Haricot dwarf kidney 
Bean, the two latter especially, because 
they can be utilised alike in a green and 
dry state. Also where space is a con¬ 
sideration tilings like Runner Beans and 
Jerusalem Artichokes may be sown nnd 
planted in positions where they may serve 
the purpose of a screen, that Is, at the 
ends and sides of gardens, and not in the 
<i|m'u spaces. Among the roots that furnish 
a large supply of good, wholesome food 
from a small area. Parsnips and the Turnip 
known as tile garden Swede take a pro¬ 
minent place at this season. They are re¬ 
garded witli scant favour in some house¬ 
holds, lint to me are most acceptable, the 
Turnip especially being a welcome addition 
to our list of winter vegetables. It may be 
allowed to attain a fair size, somewhat, 
for instance, like an average-sized Melon, 
and the flesh will lie found firm nnd less 
watery than that of the ordinary garden 
Turnip, and not at all strong. The extra 
firmness of flesh will necessitate rather 
longer boiling. Another very acceptable 
vegetable at the present time is the Leek, 
and those are fortunate who have a nice 
batch, for the Onion crop was more or less 
a failure in ma 
little prospect of 
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iug us from abroad. It is sometimes ob¬ 
jected to Leeks, that like Celery, they are 
not a profitable vegetable, because they take 
up too much ground. This is the mistake 
of the planter. If put out in trenches, only 
just sufficient space should be allowed be¬ 
tween the rows to admit of the necessary 
amount of soil being placed to the plants. 
With only a matter of 2 feet between the 
rows it will be found the amount obtained 
from a given area will bear a favourable 
comparison with most other things. 

Hardwick. E. B. S. 


POTATOES FOR FORCING UNDER 
GLASS. 

Kindly tell me what are the beet kinds of 
Potato for forcing under glaee and what 
method should be followed in eo doing?—N. E. 

[Any variety designated Ashleaf is suit¬ 
able for forcing under glass. Three other 
good kinds are Sharpe’s Victor, Duke of 
York, and May Queen. You omit to say 
how you propose conducting the forcing— 
whether In frames on hotbeds, in heated 
pits, or in pots or boxes in Peach-house, 
vinery, or greenhouse from which frost can 
be excluded, so we give you brief instruc¬ 
tions bearing on all three methods. In the 
first place, obtain the requisite quantity of 
seed-tubers, nnd stand them close 
together in boxes with their eyes upper¬ 
most. Put tile boxes into gentle warmth to 
give the tubers a start. If done at once, 
they will lx? in the right condition for 
planting by the time the frames are ready. 
Taking 

Frame culture first, a hotbed consisting 
of two-thirds tree leaves and one-third 
stable-manure, not less than 3 feet in 
depth and from 4 feet to 6 feet wider and 
longer than the frame or frames are that 
are to lie used, must be made. When 
more (ban one frame is to he used they 
can be stood side by side on the bed. The 
object in having a margin 4 feet to 0 feet 
wide to the bed is to afford proper facili¬ 
ties for attending to the frames nnd for 
tlie building of linings round them as the 
heat of the bed declines to maintain a 
proper degree of warmth. The frames, 
when the bed is ready, should be placed 
on it, and, after having been levelled, 
filled with nice, light loamy soil from 
9 Inches to 1 foot In depth. That taken 
from the kitchen garden will do if nothing 
more suitable is available. In this, when 
it has become warmed through, plant the 
tubers 1 foot apart in rows 15 inches 
asunder. From two to three shoots may 
be left on each tuber, and rub or pull off 
the remainder. After-treatment will con¬ 
sist In airing the frames to encourage a 
sturdy growth, affording a top-dressing of 
soil placed somewhere to get warm before¬ 
hand, settling it into place by watering, 
using water In a tepid state only. As 
growth advances raise the frames by plac¬ 
ing bricks tinder the corners. When the 
heat of the bed begins to decline make up 
linings of leaves and stable-manure round 
the outside of the frnmes. At night cover 
the frames with one or more thickness of 
mats, according to tveather conditions. 
For a 

Heated pit first put in bottled, and on 
this, when it has settled down, put about 
1 foot of soil, the same as for frames, and 
when in fit condition plant the tubers. 
Topdress when ready and water. Employ 
just sufficient warmth in the pipes to main¬ 
tain a temperature of 55 dogs., and venti¬ 
late sufficiently to ensure growth being 
dwarf and sturdy. Except in very cold 
weather tlie pits need not be covered at 
night. 

Pot culture. —Pots from 10 Inches to 
12 inches in diameter or boxes about 1 foot 
in depth answer very well for Potato forc¬ 
ing. After placing n layer of crocks in 


the bottom and covering them with flaky 
pieces of loam for drainage, fill them about 
three parts frill with a mixture of loam, 
leaf-mould, and old Mushroom dung. Two 
in a 10-inehand three in a 12-inch potare a 
sufficient number of tubers to plant. 
Boxes should be planted in accordance 
with their rvidth and length. When ready, 
fill to within an inch of the rims of the 
pots or upper edges of the boxes. The 
receptacles should be stood where they will 
receive an abundance of light, nnd if a 
house is given up entirely to the Potatoes, 
keep up the same degree of warmth as for 
pit culture and ventilate as freely as cir¬ 
cumstances permit. With regard to water¬ 
ing, this must he carefully done, nnd only 
when the condition of the soil gives indi¬ 
cation of its being required. As a rule, 
water is needed more frequently for pot 
and box grown crops than Is the ease with 
those grown in pits and on hotbeds. When 
water is applied it should always be in a 
tepid state.] 


BRUSSELS SPROUTS. 

In the footnote to my article at page 544 
the Editor condemns the method of sow¬ 
ing these where they are to stand, adding 
that this is opposed to all good gardening. 

I quite agree that where the land is good, 
and high culture is given, the best results 
can be obtained by sowing nnd planting 
out. When I resided in the West this was 
my method, but on coming to a poor, sandy 
soil and with a shortage of labour I 
wondered bow I could obtain good, firm 
Sprouts under another method of culture. 
Having some land of this nature, and no 
water near, it was impossible to think of 
watering, should the weather be dry at 
planting time. Added to this, the sub¬ 
soil, being a hungry sand, it did not. pny 
to trench and manure it. Hence I re¬ 
solved to dig over tlie ground in spring, 
just before sowing the seed. I gave it. a 
dressing of poultry-manure nnd soot, 
which was lightly forked in. The seed 
was sown in drills in the last half of 
March. When the plants were large 
enough they were thinned to IS inches, 
opart and another dressing of the same 
manure given and hoed in. Some weeks 
Inter a handful of manure was put to the 
root of each plant. The soil is prone to 
engender clubbing, but these surface dress¬ 
ings induced surface rooting and assisted 
to ward off clubbing. In this way I ob¬ 
tained good, hard Sprouts all through tlie 
winter. Although they were not so tall as 
those under more generous culture they 
stood the winter well and tlie Sprouts did 
not suffer from frost in the way the large 
ones do. Had I no use for the surplus 
plants I should sow three or four seeds 
where eaeli plant was needed, removing 
all except one when large enough. 

This method is not new. When I was a 
young man, in a large garden in Norfolk, 
where land was plentiful and poor, every 
year our chief grew a big lot in this way. 
With the present outlook for labour, in 
many large kitchen gardens it will answer 
to adopt this plan, seeing the only thing 
needed is to run a hoe tlirougluthe plants 
to keep down weeds, etc. Many other 
green crops may be grown in this way to 
advantage. 1 am now cutting fine Cab¬ 
bages (November) grown in this wgiy on 
poor land. .T. C. F. C. 

[Had our correspondent told us, ns he 
now does, that he thinned out the plants 
to 18 inches apart, we could have seen tlie 
advantage of his mode of culture, but to 
leave the plants as sown, as one was led to 
believe from the original note, then the 
method was altogether wrong, and, as we 
said, quite opposed to tlie tenets of good 
| gardening.—Ei>.] 
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Potatoes on the same plot year after 
year.— It is generally agreed that Potatoes 
should not be grown on the same plot for 
more than a year or two in succession. 
Vet it does not follow that Potatoes can¬ 
not be grown successfully on the same 
plots for many years in succession. In 
most cases this is a matter of necessity 
and not of choice. The cottager with 
limited space lias generally little choice, 
and in many villa, gardens where a few 
Potatoes are grown with other vegetables 
the change of soil can only be given by ex¬ 
changing plots with some of the other vege- 
tifiles. Vet in many of these cottage gar¬ 
dens where Potatoes have been grown on 
the same ground for many years the re¬ 
sults are excellent. There is, of course, a 
rather greater liability to disease, but with 
a change of seed and the selection of the 
most disea so-resisting varieties this may 
be coni I m ted. Growing Potatoes on the 
same soil year after year is also practised 
by many cultivators for the supply of seed 
Potatoes. On one farm I know, the Pota¬ 
toes are grown in successive years on the 
same soil, and the farmer is universally 
recognised ns one of the most advanced 
cultivators of the Potato for the market 
and for seed. The land is very heavily 
manured, mostly with animal manure, and 
a catch crop of Itape taken off the ground 
occupied by tbe earliest Potatoes. I have 
had to grow' early Potatoes on the same 
plot for several years in succession, and 
the crop was as good and as free from 
disease in most successive years as in the 
first. —A. Mead. 

Lime In the vegetable garden.— The in¬ 
ability to obtain manure in many gardens 
this season, owing to shortage and heavier 
cost of haulage, will in some instances 
prove rather a blessing than otherwise. 
Some of us have, come to look upon stable 
manure as indispensable, and consequently 
we have had to combat every year myriads 
of slugs and other pests, for which the 
boa I vs of decomivosing animal manure be¬ 
came a rich, feeding ground. In a word, 
there are some gardens that are so sick of 
stable manure that clubbed and ill- 
tiavoured vegetables result. For such soil 
there is one panacea—slacked lime. There 
is no better time to apply it than now, or, 
if the ground cannot bo dug by reason of 
being occupied with winter produce, dust 
the lime between the rows at the rate of a 
bushel to a rod of ground. It will restore 
soil to a sweet, friable condition more than 
anything I know'. I notice on many allot¬ 
ment gardens that, co-operating together, 
the members purchase lime by the ton, 
which, of course, comes much cheaper than 
buying in small quantities.— Derby. 

A Scottish gardener's Potato selection. 
—An interesting selection of Potatoes for 
the garden is given in a paper by Mr. W. 
Fleming, Mount Melville Gardens, St. 
Andrew's, which appears in the latest 
issue of the “Transactions” of the Scot¬ 
tish Horticultural Association. For early 
Potatoes, Mr. Fleming recommends Midlo¬ 
thian Early and Sir John Llewelyn; 
British Queen. Sutton's Early Regent, and 
Windsor Castle are advocated for second 
earlies; and for the main crop, White 
City, IUirnhou.se Beauty, and Abundance 
are" .suggested. The above selection is 
based on Air. Alelville’s experience of them 
at Alount Alolville.— Scotsman. 

Potato seed.—Seed Potatoes should be gone 
mer every week or so and examined, and any 
that show signs of disease at once removed. 
It is not unusual for premature sprouting to 
take place now, and wherever thie is seen the 
growths should be rubbed off. I have noticed 
It already in the case of eome early sorts. 
The ideal place to keep eeed Potatoes is a 
light room, from which frost can be excluded, 
and where one may throw over them mats or 
sheet*, of brown papff^TowNSMAX. ] 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom January 2nd. —Jasminum nudiflomm, 
Andromeda floribunda, Laurustinus, Daphne 
Mczercum, Hamamelis arborea, New Zealand 
Veronicas, Erica camca (in variety), E. lusi- 
tanica, E. m-editerranea hybrida, E. m. olauca, 
Christmas Roses (Helleborus niger). Stern- 
bergia lutea , Iris stylosa. Winter Heliotrope. 

Work of the week. —On several mornings dur^ 
ing the past week we registered from 10 dege. 
to 15 dege. of frost. At the time of writing 
the weather has become very mild. It is neces¬ 
sary that all beds of spring flowering plants be 
gone over carefully, and each plant made 
firm at the root. The loosening of such plants 
as Wallflowers at the collar and the subse¬ 
quent swaying about by wind do more harm 
than even very severe frosts. If the ground is 
very sloppy, some fine, fairly dry soil should 
be shaken into the holes round the necks of 
these and similar plants. During severe frost, 
Nymphseas and other aquatics should have 
quite a foot of water over them. Where they 
are grown in cement tanks, the ice should be 
broken daily, as there is danger of such struc¬ 
tures being cracked. The smaller-growing 
Nymphaeas, such as N. Helvola, N. odorata, N. 
pygmea, etc., are sometimes grown with good 
effect in tube sunk in the ground, and 
although they are hardy, it is advisable to 
place eome covering over the tubs during 
severe weather. Where Nympheeas are grown 
in ponds and lakes a sharp look-out has to be 
kept for water rate. They are very fond of 
the roots, and if not checked will quickly 
spoil a valuable collection. 

Hardy Ferns. —Unless there are special 
reasons for doing so, such as spring-flowering 
bulbs being planted among them, I would not 
recommend clearing away the dead fronds 
until just before new growth commences. 
Where spring bulbs are grown among the 
Ferns, many of them are pushing up and will 
soon be growing apace. A top-dressing con¬ 
sisting chiefly of well-decayed leaf-mould has 
been applied. 

New Zealand Veronicas are hardier than 
many suppose. All through December they 
have been flowering freely, and at the time 
of writing 6ome varieties are still in bloom, 
having stood 14 dege. of frost without protec¬ 
tion of any kind. The growths of Iris his- 
trioides are now pushing through the soil. A 
sharp look out has to be kept for slugs and 
snails. These, together with damp and mois¬ 
ture. are the most inveterate enemies of this 
plant. Nothing that is likely to cause damp 
should be allowed to accumulate near the 
growths. Finely-sifted coal-ashes or clean Cocoa- 
nut-fibre, plaoed on the bed and round the 
collar of the plants are a capital safeguard 
against slugs and snails. Many of the failures 
in the culture of this beautiful Iris may be 
traced to 6lug6 and snails eating out the 
centre of the plants in the earliest stage of 
their growth. The East Lothian Stock is often 
sown in March, when it comes into flower in 
the months of August and September, but by 
sowing now the plants commence to flower in 
June and bloom continuously up to November 
or December. These were planted in large 
groups of separate colours, and were most 
effective throughout the summer and autumn. 
Seed is sown thinly in boxes the first week in 
January and placed in gentle heat; when 
large enough the seedlings are pricked out 
into other boxes, and when they become 
crowded are potted up into 4-inch pots, which, 
when the plants become established, are re¬ 
moved to cool-frames. By April they are 
strong, well-rooted plants, fib at any time for 
planting out without fear of check. The soil 
in which Stocks are planted should not be too 
rich or wet, as this tends to make them grow 
strongly and not flower so well. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall Gardens , Oundlo, Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Early-flowering Pelargoniums.— Plants pro¬ 
pagated from cuttings inserted in August last 
should now be shifted into 6-inch and 7-inch 
pots. As this will be the last shift before the 
plants are expected to bloom, the compost 


should consist of a mixture of two-thirds 
fibrous loam, one-third leaf-mould, with a 
liberal quantity of coarse silver sand added. 
If means do not exist for carrying the plants 
into the potting-shed without taking them out¬ 
doors, the potting had best be done in the 
house in which they are growing. See that the 
soil about the roots is in a medium state of 
moisture before potting, and use cleau pots 
and crocks. After potting, place the plants 
where they will get plenty of light and air, and 
not too close together, or they will become 
drawn and leggy. When the roots get a grip 
of the new compost stop the growths for the 
last time if the plants are required t-o be in 
bloom during February and March next. A 
keen look out must be kept for green-fly, ami 
as soon as any of the insects are found vaporise 
at once, and do not wait for the attack to 
become developed before doing so. 

I»ate - flowering Pelargoniums. — These 
should now be shifted from the pots into which 
they were put after they had their roots short¬ 
ened when being shaken out. Shelves close up 
to the light in a greenhouse provide suitable 
accommodation for thi6 batch, as there is no 
need to hurry them. 

Mignonette. —Plante intended for blooming 
in March and April next should receive their 
final shift. It is a good plan to divide the 
plants into two batches and shift the one half 
into pots 6 inches and 7 inches in diameter, 
and the others into those two sizes larger. 
The former are more useful for indoor decora¬ 
tion. as the perfume when the plants are in 
flower is always much appreciated, while the 
latter will furnish a good supply of spikes for 
cutting. Given a good strain, very large 
spikes of bloom may, with good cultivation, bo 
had. A little fowls’ dung, not in too fresh a 
condition, or dried cow-dung used in sufficient 
quantity to just cover the crocks, is a great 
aid in the growing of Mignonette in pots for 
cutting, as the roots, alter taking possession of 
the compost, feed on the manure with avidity. 
Gow-dung may also be used for the smaller- 
sized pots, but a great deal may be done after 
the compost is well filled with roots by a judi¬ 
cious feeding with Clay’s fertiliser. The latter 
should also be given in mild doses to plants 
which are now pushing up their flower-spikes. 
Light, a free circulation of air, and plenty of 
space between the plants are very essential 
for Mignonette when grown under glass. 

Malmaison Carnations.— The final shift 
must now be afforded young plants resulting 
from layering last September, as they must 
not on any account be allowed to become root- 
bound. Only new pots or those in a perfectly 
clean condition should be employed for this 
purpose, while the necessary quantity of 
crocks should also be washed and dried before¬ 
hand. The loam used should be sterilised if 
there is the least suspicion of it containing 
wirewormsor anything of a deleterious nature. 
The leaf-mould should also be closely scruti¬ 
nised and heated sufficiently to destroy insect 
life and fungus germs if found necessary. Old 
plaster or old lime rubbish is another neces¬ 
sary ingredient, particularly if the loam is of 
a heavy description, while the silver sand 
should be of a coarse grade. Firm potting 
being essential, the potting-stick must be used. 
If the soil about the roots is moderately moist 
—as it should be—at the time potting takes 
place, no water will be required for several 
days afterwards, and then it should only be 
supplied when, by tapping the pots, it is found 
to be required. Allow ample space between 
the plants on the stages, and see that the roof 
glass and the house generally are clean before 
the final arrangement takes place. If any 
trace of rust is found on the foliage while 
potting is going on, spray with “ Carvita" 
every fortnight for eome time to come. An 
occasional vaporising of the house will serve 
to keep the plants from becoming infested 
with fly. 

Salvia Bplendens grandiflora. — As thie 

passes out of flower a few of the best plants 
should be partly cut back, kept rather on the 
dry side, and placed in a warm greenhouse to 
provide cuttings later on in the season. 

Fuchsias.—If a number of young plants is 
required next season for decoration, eome of 
the old plants should be cut over and be plaoed 
in moderate warmth to induce them to break 
and furnish a supply of cuttings at an early 
data, 
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Early Potatoes.—Where the forcing of Pota¬ 
toes is contemplated, and a start is to be made 
early in the New Year, rather more than the 
required number of tubers should be put into 
boxes with their eye end upwards, and be 
stood in a suitable place to give them a etart. 
A greenhouse in which a genial warmth is 
maintained answers well for this purpose, as 
the tubers are then iri about the right 6tage of 
growth for planting by the time the hotbeds 
are ready. The hotbeds should be got ready 
without further delay, and consist of quite 
two-thirds tree leaves, the remaining third 
being stable-litter. The beds prove more last¬ 
ing, as regards the amount of heat they give 
off, if the materials are first thrown together 
and turned a few times after the mass has 
become thoroughly heated before being made 
up. Suitable soil for placing in the frames 
--this should be in a light, friable condition, 
and in sufficient quantity—should also be pre¬ 
pared and kept under cover till wanted. The 
bed or beds are best constructed both wider 
and longer than the frames which are to be 
stood on them, not only for the sake of con¬ 
venience in giving them the necessary atten¬ 
tion. but so that there is space for building 
up good linings round them when needed. 
Beeing that the food question is 6uch a promi¬ 
nent and urgent matter, it would be a good 
thing if those in a position to do so were to 
grow all the Potatoes possible this season, if 
only for private cqnsumption. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Early Melons.—Little is to be gained by 
raising Melons before the commencement of 
January, but plants raised in the present 
month, if grown under favourable conditions, 
will yield ripe fruits early in May. Beeds 
should be sown singly in 2$ inch pots filled 
with moderately moist, fine compost. Plunge 
the pots in a hotbed and cover with a shaded 
piece of glass, placing them in an atmospheric 
temperature of 70 degs. at night. No water 
should be given until the seedlings appear. At 
this stage they should be given a light posi¬ 
tion near the glass. Syringe them daily, and 
do not allow the roots to suffer from want of 
moisture. The earliest 

Peach-trees are now coming into bloom. An 
atmospheric temperature of from 50 degs. to 
55 degs. is afforded at night, allowing a corre¬ 
sponding rise by day and a moderate circula¬ 
tion of air. The second house will now be 
closed for starting, affording a steady atmo¬ 
spheric temperature of from 45 degs. to 50 degs. 
at night, witli a rise of about 5 degs. by day, 
admitting air cautiously in mild, sunny 
weather, but closing the house sufficiently 
early to cans© the temperature to remain for 
a- short time at about 60 degs. Atmospheric 
moisture must be provided, depending in 
amount on the condition of the weather, 
syringing the trees with tepid water on fine 
days. It should be remembered, however, that 
mischief may be easily done at this season by 
using the syringe too freely. 

Hardy fruit.-The recent severe weather lias 
necessitated the postponement of much of the 
work in this department. With the advent of 
more favourable weather the work must be 
pushed forward with all possible speed. Ad¬ 
vantage has been taken of frosty weather to 
wheel out all manure, soil, etc., in readiness 
for mulching and top-dressing. Any trees 
growing against walls, or any Apple and Pear 
trees that usually carry heavy crops of fruit, 
and trees that 6how signs of exhaustion, 
should have the surface-soil removed down to 
the roots and replaced with good loam, wood- 
ashes, and a liberal sprinkling of bone-meal. 
A good dressing of manure may be applied 
later. Frequently examine all Apples anti 
Pears in the fruit-room, and remove any which 
show the least sign of decay. When the out¬ 
side conditions are favourable a little air may 
be admitted each day, and should there be ex¬ 
ceptionally fine weather the door may be loft 
open for an hour occasionally in order to 
thoroughly change the air of the room. Bee 
that the varieties of fruit are used at the right 
time, and endeavour to prolong the supply as 
long as possible. 

Seed sowing must now be given considera¬ 
tion. Although one may easily eow seeds too 
early, at the same time every endeavour must 
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be marie to prolong the season of the most 
important vegetables for as long as possible. 
Consequently, it is now necessary to make 
small sowings of many kinds under glass. If 
large Onions are required, no time should be 
lost in sowing a small quantity of seed, as 
directed in previous notes. Ailsa Craig is still 
the best variety for furnishing large bulbs. 

Leeks.-— In order to obtain the finest speci¬ 
mens of Leeks it is necessary to sow seeds at 
once in a gentle heat. Much the same treat¬ 
ment is required as that previously recom¬ 
mended in the case of Onions. Seeds may 
either be sown in boxes, and the seedlings 
pricked out into other boxes when quite young, 
or they may be sown in 3-inch pots and potted 
on as required; but for general purposes, boxes 
will be found most convenient. A sowing of 
Cauliflower should be made in boxes and placed 
in a temperature of about 50 degs. Early 
Snowball, Magnum Bonum, and Early Giant 
are reliable varieties for this early sowing. 
Seedlings left over from the late autumn may 
now be transplanted into 4-inch pots for plant¬ 
ing out in March. A compost of equal parts 
loam and manure from a spent Mushroom bed 
will be suitable. The plants must on no ac¬ 
count be coddled or over-watered. Sow both 
Cabbage and Cos varieties of Lettuce for early 
supplies. Golden Ball, Earliest of All (Cab¬ 
bage vars.), Dwarf Perfection, and Little Gem 
(Cos vars.) are reliable sorts for frame culture. 
If from any cause the winter supply is getting 
short, sow Harbinger, and prick the seedlings 
into boxes as soon as ready, putting them 
3 inches or 4 inches apart, and affording them 
an atmospheric temperature of about 55 degs. 
These may be used from the boxes when quite 
young, and make a tender ingredient for a 
salad. A sowing of some approved early 
variety of 

Peas may be made at once. The best and 
safest way is to sow the seeds in 3-inch or 
4-ineli pots, placing the pots in a cold pit until 
March, wtyen the young plants should be care¬ 
fully planted on a warm, south border. In 
the meantime care must be taken that they do 
not become drawn owing to insufficient venti¬ 
lation. A sowing may also be made on a 
south border as early in the year as the state 
of the weather will permit. 

Potatoes.—Much of the success with this 
crop depends upon the proper selection of the 
seed tubers. Select tubers of a moderate 6ize, 
and place in trays or shallow boxes, and stand 
them in a cool, dry shed where there is plenty 
of light and air. In such conditions the tubers 
will form 6hort, stout shoots. It is a common 
mistake to place seed Potatoes in too much 
warmth. May Queen or Sharpes Victor may 
be planted as early in January as possible, 
putting them into a cool pit in light, rich 
soil 12 inches deep. Make the rows 20 inches 
aptrt, and place the tubers 10 inches apart in 
the rows. Plant them so that the young shoots 
are just covered with the soil, taking care not 
to injure or break them. When the shoots 
appear above the ground ventilate in favour¬ 
able weather to keep the growths short and 
sturdy, and carefully protect from frost. 
Potatoes growing in heated pits should be 
moulded up directly the shoots are from 
3 inches to 4 inches in length, using a light 
compost which has been previously warmed to 
the same temperature as the atmosphere in 
the pit, and choosing the warmest, part of the 
day for the operation. A little fresh air 
should be admitted each day when the weather 
is favourable. A few Potatoes may be forced 
in 10-inch or 11-inch pots placed in a vinery 
or Peach-house. The pots need not be more 
than half-filled with turfy loam at present, and 
the tubers just covered. Very little water 
will be required for the first few weeks, and 
additions of a compost composed of half loam 
and half leaf-mould must be made from time 
to time as the haulm extends. 

F. W . Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Indoor work.—A severe snowstorm has mean¬ 
time put a stop to outside work, and it is pos¬ 
sible to make up arrears indoors and to bring 
the work up to date. In respect of green¬ 
houses, such weather permits of a general 
clean up and rearrangement of the plants. At 
this time many Chrysanthemums are reaching 
the shabby stage, and these may be cut over, 


reserving, of course, a sufficient number of 
stools of each variety to supplement the cut¬ 
tings already put in, or to replace such as may 
from any reason fail. Now is the time when 
such things as Arum Lilies are valuable to fill 
up the stages vacated by the Chrysanthemums, 
of which, however, a quantity yet remains very 
effective—chiefly yellows and whites. Among 
the latter, Nellie Pockett, grown in bush form, 
comes in very useful at this time, and is ap¬ 
preciated for cutting. Of Souvenir de Petite 
Amie, despite its tendency to mildew, no one 
can have too many for late work, the pity 
being that the variety throws cuttings so 
sparingly. A yellow incurved Chrysanthemum, 
also grown this season as a bush, Noces d'Or, 
lias been both useful and lasting—quite as 
much so as W. H. Lincoln and Mrs. Greenfield. 
On Arum Lilies, now being introduced to a 
higher temperature, an outbreak of aphi6 may 
be anticipated. It is well, therefore, to 
vaporise the house occasionally to check these 
parasites, which eo quickly disfigure the 
foliage and spathes. In the stove the in¬ 
clement weather may be utilised for sponging 
over all fine-foliaged plants. Apart from the 
value of 6uch spongings in keeping insect pests 
down, the colours of brightly-foliaged plants 
are appreciably brightened. Should there be 
any plants which require top-dressing, this can 
be attended to at the present time. Care must 
be taken that the soil employed is sufficiently 
warmed before it is used for top-dressing. Any 
young stuff which requires a move on may also 
be dealt with now that time permits. I prefer 
to do such repotting in the structure instead 
of taking the plants to the shed, as by doing 
so the risk of chills is minimised. Among 
Ferns, dead fronds can be snipped off and the 
plants smartened up generally. Small stuff in 
3-inch pote is always useful, and seedlings may 
be moved on to such pots successfully at almost 
any time of the year. Any washing and 
cleaning of woodwork, glass, etc, which remain 
to be done ought to be taken in hand while 
the stormy weather continues, so that when 
the thaw comes the important work out-of- 
doors may be at once recommenced without 
delay. 

Tubers, corms, etc.—These, in a, dormant 
state, are stored in C'ocoa-fibre, the best 
material for this purpose. It is advisable, how¬ 
ever. to give such things a look over when 
thero is time to spare for the purpose. These 
comprise tuberous Begonias, Gloxinias, Ges- 
neras, and Caladiums; and occasionally it will 
be found that a piece here and there will 
decay. A frequent cause of this, especially 
among Begonias, is the perforation of a tuber 
by a pointed stake, the wound being aggra¬ 
vated by watering, with the result that decay 
sets in. Such tubers ought to be promptly re¬ 
moved. In the case of the fibre employed for 
storing, I like to keep it slightly moistened— 
that is to say, however, only sufficiently so to 
prevent the fibre turning dust-dry. This keeps 
the tubers and conns plump without exciting 
growth, and they respond more readily when 
started than would be the cose if even a little 
shrivelling were present. Some prefer to keep 
these things perfectly dry during their rest¬ 
ing period, but I think it is obvious that they 
must lose a proportion of their natural mois¬ 
ture. and, consequently, lose vigour and be¬ 
come more difficult to start into growth at 
their proper time. 

Turf, etc.—Should further supplies of turf 
for potting or other purposes be required, now 
is a good time to cut and stack it. The Grass 
is short and clean, and with a little frost in 
the ground the turf can be cut and lifted 
better than when it is sodden with wet. Let 
it be cut into conveniently-sized sods, no more 
than 2 inches or 3 inches thick, and imme¬ 
diately stacked. Between each layer in the 
stack a sprinkling of stable-manure may bo 
spread, and, if it is at hand, a light addition 
of slaked lime will bo found of advantage; 
Borne prefer to make the turf hill in the form, 
of a ridge, others build it in a square or 
oblong. It is merely a matter of opinion: 
but when ridged, the loam is at times drier 
than is the case when the hill is table-topped. 

Seed lists will now shortly come to hand, 
and it is good policy always, and especially at 
the present time, to make out a list in ad¬ 
vance of the arrival of the catalogues, eo that 
the order may be promptly dispatched. The 
seedsmen, like ourselves, are working with re- 
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duc«d et-afle, and if orders are cent off as soon 
o*i possible it. win give them a better oppor- 
tunity of overtaking their work. Economy 
will, no doubt, bo in all our minde, but 
economy does not mean niggardliness in the 
matter of seede, and it is better to order a 
sufficient quantity at tho outset than have to 
renew the order at a later date, with the prob¬ 
ability of delay or of disappointment in re¬ 
spect of some varieties. There is sure to he 
the usual crop of novelties, and it k as well, 
when circumstances will permit, to give some 
of the most promising (by description) of these 
a 6 ®^d« left over from last year, if 

it is intended to use such, ought to be 
thoroughly tested well in advance of the time 
at which they will be required. Personally, 1 
think in the majority of cases that to use old 
seeds is to court failure. 

Rotation of cropping should be considered, 
and a rough plan of such may with advantage 
be drawn up. Such a plan is valuable, and 
saves time when the sowing and planting 
season comes round. The rotation of crops is 
now so well understood and so generally prac¬ 
tised that it- is almost unnecessary to do more 
than to allnde to it. 

Furnaces, flues, and everything in connec¬ 
tion with the heating apparatus should be kept 
scrupulously clean. This will mean a reduced 
coal bill, and much more satisfaction to the 
person responsible for firing, while the heat 
will be very’ much more easily regulated than 
would be possible if the soot were allowed to 
accumulate in vents and flues. 

General work. —In the event of heavy falls 
of enow, one of the first precautions necessary 
is to relieve choice shrubs, Bamboos, Pampas 
Grasses, Flaxes, etc., of the accumulations. 
Much damage can be done in a short time 
when the heavy weight of wet enow is allowed 
to remain on such things. A light tapping 
with a Bamboo or other pole readily dislodges 
it, and the plants soon recover their normal 
position if attended to without undue delay. 
Similar precautions in the case of permanent 
erections of wire-netting over Gooseberry and 
Currant quarters should also be taken, as snow 
**>n clone up the meshes of tho wire-netting, 
with the result that a heavy weight is im- 
p**ed on the supports. To bring down the 
snow, nothing which I have tried is so good 
as a wooden rake, used teeth downwards, 
with which the netting is beaten from the in- 
eideof the erection. W. McGuffog. 

Bolmac Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


BOOKS. 

TREE SURGERY.* 

This is a well-printed book, and Mr. 
Webster lias certainly made the most of 
his subject—perhaps a little more than it 
rightly deserves. After all, a diseased 
tree is not a nice tiling to have about one’s 
place, and many of the trees he mentions 
in his lKK>k would lie much better made 
into firewood. Bracing up a poor tree is 
only justified in the case of some specimen 
of historical interest. Near me there is a 
man who never takes away bis dead trees, 
aiul I can assure Mr. Webster this does 
not add to the beauty of the landscape. I 
would rather see a tall Oak in one of the 
French forests witli a clean stem of 80 
feet than all the diseased trees shown in 
Mr. Webster’s book. Also, I do not be¬ 
lieve in bolstering up the Elm, and I should 
be much obliged to the Scolytus destructor 
if it would kill a great many more Elms 
than it does now% as they are a nuisance. 
In a good pleasure garden or forest any 
kind of diseased tree should never lie seen. 
Any of mine that get diseased are at once 
marked for firewood. 

The best part of the book is that which 
deals with insects and their doings, and 
this section is very well done indeed, pre¬ 
pared as it is from actual observations. 
The illustrations, moreover, are quite 
useful. W. 

• “Tree Wound* and Diseases: Their Prevention and 
Treatment." With a special chapter on fruit trees. By 
A D. Webster. 7 b. W. net. London: Messrs. Williams 
•nd Norgata. 

Digitized 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Treatment of Clematis (C. A .).—Of the four 
kinds of Clematis named, Mies Bateman, a 
beautiful white large-flowered epring bloomer, 
muet have ita ehoota shortened back a little, 
and the weaker ones thinned out. C. mont-ana 
muet be treated in the same way, as both these 
bloom from the wood made the previous 
summer. C. Jackmani and C. rubella are 
autumn bloomers, flowering from the wood 
made during the same season. These should 
have the old wood cut book hard—that is, 
about 12 inches or so from the ground, to 
keep the plants at home and strong. Some 
of the weaker shoots may be thinned out in 
the epring. 

Culture of Asparagus plumosus (York¬ 
shire ).—This plant can be increased by divi¬ 
sion of the roots, or by cuttings in spring, in¬ 
serted in silver sand, and placed in a tempera¬ 
ture of 70 degs., and kept close, moist, and 
shaded. When rooted, pot singly into 3-inch 
pots, in good peat and a little sand; give cool- 
stove treatment during the summer, and pot 
the plants on as required. In the ensuing 
winter they will do well if kept growing on 
in a temperature of about 50 degs. at night, 
and in spring they’should be moved into larger 
pots, and have their shoots trained to the 
rafters or pillars they are required to furnish. 
After this, nothing special is necessary but to 
give more root-room as wanted, and to keep 
the shoots regulated. They require plenty of 
root and top moisture in hot weather. 

Treatment of an Indian Azalea (T. A.).— 
The cooler this plant, except when required to 
flower early, is kept throughout the winter the 
better. In the case in question the fact of 
your having just cut it down has effectu¬ 
ally done away with any chance there might 
have been of flowers being produced this year. 
The only thing to do will be when the plant 
commences to grow again in the epring to 
repot it if required, and encourago it to make 
all the growth possible in a genial, moist tem¬ 
perature, slightly shading it from powerful 
sunshine. Towards the end of the summer the 
flower-buds should have formed in the ends of 
the shoots, and more air should be given, and 
in the month of August set the plant out-of- 
doors in a sheltered spot for a few weeks 
before removing to the greenhouse for the 
winter. Attend carefully to the watering and 
keep the foliage frequently syringed to keep 
down insects. 

FRUIT. 

Pruning Peaches (Peach). The Peach-trees 
are evidently making too much wood ; the more 
you prune them the more vigorous they will 
get. The best course to follow is to lift them 
carefully and replant them; this is the only 
way to permanently check their vigorous 
growth. When this is done, cut out some of 
the gross shoots, but leave enough wood in to 
cover the wall with the shoots, 6 inches apart. 

Overgrown Black Currant bushes (Grower). 
—The best thing to do with the bushes in ques¬ 
tion is to cut them hard back, and give tho 
ground between a good dressing of rich 
manure, and fork it in lightly. If too many 
young shoots start cut out some of the weakest 
during summer, so that the air and sunshine 
may ripen tho wood. Next winter all the 
pruning required will be the shortening of any 
young shoots which have monopolised too much 
of the strength of the plant. Afterwards cut 
out a few of the main branches annually to 
make room for young wood, as the Black Cur¬ 
rant bears on the latter. 

VEGETABLES. 

Rhubarb deteriorating (S. />.).—The Rhu¬ 
barb evidently wants to be lifted and trans¬ 
planted into fresh soil that has been deeply 
worked, and has in it plenty of manure. The 
roots are doubtless large and full of crowns. 
When lifted they should be cut through the 
middle and a few of the weaker crowns cut 
out. When replanted protect the crowns with 
a little long littery manure, and it will be 
found that they will not only start earlier, but 
will also produce much finer 6teme. Do not, 
however, gather any of the stalks till the 
second year after planting. 



SHORT REPLIES. 

F. S. H.-~ Small-fruited ornamental Gourds 
are The Turban, Orange, Pear, Warted, Bottle. 
Club, and Siphon. In “ The Vegetable 
Garden " the most distinct Gourds are figured 

and described.- A. H. Maude .—We see no 

reason why the plants in such a border as you 
refer to should not be a success, the only 
thing is that they may be somewhat later in 
coming into flower. Is there no way of form¬ 
ing a shelter belt on the north side, which 
would help matters considerably. 


NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of fruits. — Bassett .—Apple Duke of 
Devonshire, so far as we can judge from tho 
shrivelled specimens you send us. The fruits 
have been gathered too early. If you laid the 
fruits on straw or hay, this would at once ac¬ 
count for the musty flavour you speak of.—-— 
Haslemere .—One of the many varieties of 
Cider Apple. 


CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

Alfred Dawkins, 408, King's-road, Chelsea.— 
Book of Seeds, 1917; Nico-brand. 


The “ Gardeners' Magazine." —This has sus¬ 
pended publication for the present owing to 
the stress of the time as to paper. It has had 
a long and useful career. 

OBITUARY. 

MR. GEORGES SCHNEIDER. 

We regret to announce the death, at the 
age of sixty-nine, of Mr.Georges Schneider, 
which took place at 3, Meredyth-rond, 
Barnes, on Tuesday, January 2nd. To him 
we owe the founding of the Socdete Frnn- 
gaise d’Horticulture de Londres, in which 
lie took a deep interest, and of which, up 
to the time of liis death, he had been the 
president. He was always ready to lend a 
helping hand lo his countrymen when they 
landed in England, and to him many young 
French gardeners owe a deep debt of gral i- 
tude for the interest lie took in their wel¬ 
fare. lie came to England in 1870, and, 
after having served in some of our best 
English nurseries, he took up a position 
as Fern-grower to Messrs. Veitch and Sons, 
of Chelsea, where he remained for thirty 
years. He was a frequent contributor to 
the French and English gardening Press, 
and was the author of “The Book of 
Choice Ferns.” Ferns, however, were not 
his speciality, as his knowledge of indoor 
plants was very great. Ills ability as a 
pla n ts ina n was recognised by French 
growers, who conferred on him the order 
of Chevalier de M£rite Agricole in ISfMi, 
and made him an officer of the same order 
in 11)07. 


SPECIAL SPRING OFFER 

OF 

FRUIT 


Wo have an immense stock of well-grown fruit trees to 
offer, and are quoting reduced prices for our selection at 
tho present time. None but good, free cropping sorts of 
good quality sent out. An excellent opportunity for those 
who wish to make the liest use of their land. Vegetables 
can be grown among the trees for the first few years, and in 
this way the land can be doubly cropped. 

rRUITINGr TREES. 
Apples, Pears, and Plums— Each. Per do/.. 

Bush . 2- 18- 

Standards and Half Standards .. 2> 

Cordons—a very profitable form 
for narrow hordors. walls, and 
any small spa ces 
Trained for Walls or Espalier 
Gooseberries and Currants 
Loganberries—Productive and pro¬ 
fitable . 

Strawberries ..36 per 100 

Jerusalem Artichokes 1 6 per peck 

Globe Artichokes . 3 • 

Illustrated and fully descriptive catalogue and special 
spring clearance of Hardy Plants on application. 

THE BARNHAM NURSERIES, 

BARNHAM, SUSSEX, 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


16 to 2 - 
2 6 to 3 6 
Ad, 

1 - 


18- 

15- 

3 6 

9 - 
Sd. 
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BAYLISS. JONES X. BAYLISS 

WOLV£RHAMPTON«ndLONDON £ ' 


SEND FOR CATALOGUE 


THE CHEAPEST IN ENGLAND 


No. 50. ^ PORTABLE 

_ . ., n . . i « hinge*, lock and key, 

Copyright RcQud&td. bolts, elc. 

CASH WITH ORDER. Strong 
Mass. Floor. 

6 ft. long. 4 ft. wide, 7 ft. high .. JC3 15 0 10- 

7 ft. long, 5 ft. wide, 7 ft. 4 in. high 4 8 0 14- 

8 ft. long, 6 ft. wide, 7 ft. 8 in. high 5 16 6 20- 

9 ft. long, 7 ft. wide, ft ft. high 6 14 6 24 6 

10 ft. long, 8 ft. wide. 8 ft. 4 in. high 7 14 0 33- 

12 ft. long. 8 ft. wide. 8 ft. 4 in. high 8 15 0 38 - 

Carriage Paid to ang Station in England and 1 Valet. 

Catalogue, with Testimonials, post free. 


Cucumber Frames.from 30/- Poultry Houses,from 35 1 


J 743, Old Kent Rd, 
d London, S.E. 


J. T. HOBSON & CO 


Largest Makers of Portablo Buildings, 

Established 70 Years. BEDFORD 

I York*, 8 acre*. 


btORTICUV-TlIRAL BVILDCK3 6* MtAtlMj ENGINttASl 

llOUCH BOROUGH • LEICESTERSHIRE 
[Londo n Off.c- . 12 2 VICTORIA ST S W| 


Boxes, 100 200 

uq. ft., no. ft. 


FLOWER SHOW FIXTURES 


9 x 7in. 22- 39 6 20.23.24 x 12.,.. w 

10 x Sin. 25 6 46 6 1S - 20 

12,13,11,loxSin. 27- 48- ie i 8 *'on 00 04 r31/8 55” 

11,12,13,14x9m. 28- 49- xl 4 irv’.. J 

12,13, 14 x 10in. 29 - 50 - 20.22,24 x 15in. 1 

13 X 11 in. . 30 - 51 - 1 18, 20. 22. 24 x 32 6 57- 

16.18.20xlOitvl o! a r.o Iffln. 

16,18,20 xllinj 0 ’ 10 ^ * 1 20.22. 24 x 18in 34- 60- 

PUTTY, Beat Soft— 1 cwt., 11 6; iowt., 6-i Jowt., 
3 6; 14 lbs., 2• 

DIAMONDS, 7 6 and 10 6 eaoh. 

GLASS CUTTERS. 6-wheel, 1/6 eaoh. 

BEST MIXED PAINTS. 7-11*. levertin*. White, 
6 - stone; ordinary colours, 46 i*er stone. 

r. «S c T. ROSS. LTD.. 

^—■BURTON ST., HULL. EsUb. 1843. — 


JANUARY. 

January 15.—National Chrysanthemum Society's Execution 
Committee. 

,, 16 —Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

„ 30.— Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

FEBRUARY. 

“ * “ ‘ Horticultural Society's Annual Meet- 

3 and Committees 

Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

MARCH. 

March 6.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Bulb Show (2 
days). 

,, 13 —Royal Horticultural Society* Com mitten. 

„ 27,—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 


GREENHOUSE ‘^-UllUl 

page List of voundljr con.trucled Greenhouses, Frames, 
*nd all Garden Kenuisite* fiee for a postcard. 

A. SMART. Empire Wot Its. Mile End. Olasgow. 


VAPORITE INSECTS IN THE tOR 

Of an Seedsmen 

Straw son Chcuicai 0*1** vs Queen Victoria St London 


Advertisement Rates 


Books for the Garden 


We shall he glad if Secretaries of Horticul¬ 
tural Societies will kindly send the dates of 
their various shows to Editor, Gardening Illus¬ 
trated, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W. C. 


THE ENCLISH FLOWER GARDEN AND HOME 
GROUNDS. Twelfth edition. Revised and 
reprinted, with descriptions of the best 
Plants, Trees, and Shrubs, their Culture and 
Arrangement, illustrated with wood engrav¬ 
ings. Medium octavo, about one thousand 
pagqs, 15/- net. 

THE WILD CARDEN ; or the Naturalisa¬ 
tion and Natural Grouping of Hardy 
Exotic Plants, with a chapter on the 
Garden of British Wild Flowers. Fourth 
edition, with engravings from drawings by 
Alfred Parsons, revised and enlarged. 
Demy octavo, linen boards, price 10/6 net. 

CRAVETYE MANOR, or Twenty Years' Work 
round an Old Manor House. Printed on 
the finest English hand-made paper, at the 
University Press, Oxford, with fine wood 
engravings and etching. Size, imperial 4to. 
Bound in vellum, price Three Guineas net. 
In paper covers (for own binding), Two and 
a-half Guineas. The Edition is limited in 
number, and will not be reprinted. 

THE CARDEN BEAUTIFUL. Home Woods and 
Home Landscapes. Illustrated with many 
engravings on wood. Demy octavo, 7/6 net. 

ALPINE FLOWERS FOR CARDENS. Rock. Wall, 
Marsh Plants, and Mountain Shrubs. Third 
edition, revised, illustrated. Price 10/6 net. 

THE VEGETABLE CARDEN. With numerous 
Illustrations, Descriptions, and Particulars 
of the Culture of Garden Vegetables of Cold 
and Temperate Climates. By MM. Vil- 
morin-Andrieux, of Paris. Price 15/- net. 

VINES AND VINE CULTURE. By A. F. Barron, 
V.M.H. (late Superintendent of the Royal 
Horticultural Society's Gardens). Illus¬ 
trated. Price 5/- net. Fifth edition. De¬ 
scribes and Illustrates the Latest Grape 
Culture, 


Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

GARDENING ILLUSTRATED 


three lines, and nine words each additional line). Front 
page, if guaranteed, la. per line. No reduction for series. 

Terms lor Display Advertisements, 10b. per 
inch (reduction for series). 

Advertisers not having a regular account at the office 
must accompany their orders with remittance. Orders and 
advertisement copy should be addressed — 

MANAGER, 

63. LINCOLN'S INN FIELDS. LONDON. W.C. 


Letters Delayed In Post. 

Correspondents who expect attention by return to their 
letters are asked to nolo that postal deliveries are now 
mode much later, and the time occupied hy letters in 
transit is much longer than formerly. It is incumbent, 
therefore, that all advertising matter should he sent hy the 
earliest posdhle post if it is to secure insertion. All com¬ 
munications should be addressed to 63, Lincolns Inn 
Fields, London. 


IF YOU ARE A NEW READER of “GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 
and are interested in its pages, please All up the accompanying form 
and hand it to your nearest Newsagent or Bookstall 


Please deliver ••Gardening Illustrated” (One Penny Weekly), till 


further notice to 


Address 


Should you prefer to receive the copies by post it will be necessary 
to send the form to Manager, “Gardening Illustrated,” 63, Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields, London, W.C., with remittance as followsFor one year. 
6/6; six months, 3/3 ; three months, 1/8. For abroad, 8/8 per year. 


MANAGER: 63, LINCOLN'S INN FIELDS, 
_ L ONDON. W.C._ 

T 1 LOWER POTS.—10 8in., Iu6in., 20 5in., 

W . 25 -'Jin., complete, packed free, 7s. Gd. IUus- 
trutcd Lise of Rots, Seed anti Cutting Fans, etc.,Tree 
TJIOS. JEAVON3, SUvetSLrwt Potteries, Hrierlcy Hill! 
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ILLUSTRATIONS IN ITALICS. 


Amrmeme eernwt .. ..37 

Anemone japonica * 1 Mont 

Rose" .29 

Apple Lord Hindlip .. 31 
Apples, storing .. .. 31 

Apple-trees, newly- 
planted. pruning .. 30 

Aale* smcena .. ..33 

Azalea obtusa .. ..33 

Azaleas, ibripa and red- 
spider on .. .. .. 41 

Bear'*-breech, a fine form 
of oar native .. ..36 

Beetroot, the use of .. 34 


Begonia Gloire de Lor¬ 
raine. growing .. .. 32 

Begonia semperflorens .. 32 

Bouvardias failing .. 40 

Camellias, the hardiness 

of.32 

Campanula narganiea 
W.H Paine .. ..33 

Carnation Kobo Sensa¬ 
tion .29 

Chrysanthemums, propa¬ 
gating .30 

Chrysanthemums, the 
Pompon.30 


Cineraria leaves, grubs 

eating .36 

Ericalusitanica .. ..29 

Feme, British, plumose 

forme of .35 

Ferns, raising .. .. 36 

Flowers, hardy, among 

the.36 

Fruit.30 

Ganlen food .. 34 

Gladiolus byzantinus .. 37 
Glaucidium palmatum .. 30 
(trapes, unsatisfactory .. 41 
Grease-bunds .. ..31 


Habrothamnus .. ..29 

Hydrangeas, blue 32 

Justicia camea, treat¬ 
ment of.40 

Leeks .37 

Marguerites .. ..33 

Netting, preserving .. 41 

Notes of the week .. 29 
Onion seeds, sowing, 
under glass .. .. 41 

Onion sets.38 

Peas, sowing, too early.. 38 
Plants and flowers .. 30 
Plants, iudoor .. .. 32 


Plants, outdoor .. .. 38 

Potatoes on Grass land.. 37 
Potatoes, small .. ..34 

Pot-plants, watering .. 32 
Primula floribunda .. 33 
Prunus microlcpis .. 29 
Reinwanltia trigyna .. 30 
Rhododendron dahuri- 

cum .32 

Rhododendron pnecox .. 30 

Root-pruning a costly 

delusion.29 

Royal Horticultural So¬ 
ciety .41 


Saxifrages, encrusted .. 33 
Snapdragons .. .. 3*5 

Stocks, Lothian .. .. 33 

Strawberry-tree, the .. 31 

Symplocos craicegoides .. 31 
Tomato season, the .. 38 
Tomato seed, sowing 41 
Trees and shrubs .. .. 31 

Trees, noble, ugly forms of 29 

Tydaeas .33 

Vegetables.37 

Vines, thrip on .. ..41 

Weeks work, the.. .. 33 
Wialey, trials at .. .. 41 


ROOT-PRUNING A COSTLY 
DELUSION. 

In these strenuous days, when labour is 
scarce and from some places absent, it Is 
a good plan to give up doing things that 
need not certainly be done; and that is 
the case with root-pruning. How root- 
pruning came about does not matter now. 
Probably it was in part owing to the in¬ 
troduction of tbe Quince and dwarfing 
stocks. The Quince it was right to intro¬ 
duce. but Pears have been sent out on it 
that would not grow well on it, and hence 
some trouble; and, possibly, in dealing 
with distorted or itoor trees, it was 
thought that the tree was in fault, and so 
we got root-pruning. There are various 
other causes. Once we take to dwarfing 
stocks, then some kind of close pruning on 
walls or otherwise is essential, and this, 
being often accompanied by unskilful 
pruning, has led to trouble. Then, over- 
pruning of trees by throwing them into 
rank growth leads people to think that 
the tree really wants pruning when all it 
needs is to let it have its own head, as it 
were. In many gardens until recent days, 
when there was no trouble in getting 
stable refuse, gardens were rotten with 
manure. Tbe expression is none too 
strong. The remedy for everything was 
heai>s of manure, and many gardens were 
overmanured and masses of humus. Nowa¬ 
days we shall have to do with less 
manure, whether we like it or not—and a 
good thing too, because it will make people 
turn their attention to other sources of 
fertility nnd to well selected artificial 
manure. When we come to the fruit- 
trees themselves we take 
The Tear first. In this article I only 
deal with my own experience. I have seen 
many gardens in England and Ireland bare 
„f trees In their natural forms. Scotch 
gardening lam not so familiar with. I had 
wen here and there, even in London, so 
much beauty front the flowering of a Tenr- 
trec that I planted some kinds on tbe 
natural stock. The soil was the worst one 
omld have, nnd not at all such as one sees 
In Kent or* Worcestershire. It is a stiff, 
oddish clay on a shaly bottom. I planted 
a good many Pears in that way, and the 
result has been very good indeed. I have 
never thought of root-pruning at all. There 
lias been no need for it; the trees take 
their own way and form their wood natur¬ 
ally, and there has been no cutting back, 
a little gentle thinning being nil that was 
done. It we get good, well-grown trees to 
begin with it is a great point. The trees 
are not only fertile, but beautiful in flower 
or fruit, as in the case of BeurrtHardy. 

Digitized by (jOOQIC 


The Pear in wild nature is a forest tree, 
and in Worcestershire one may see it 00 
feet high in cultivation. The first mistake 
is in endeavouring to repress the growth 
of a tree of that nature. Let the tree prune 
itself nnd form its fruit-buds freely and 
naturally. I have never found any need 
for root-pruning, and never thought of it. 
If we get the tree in small pyramids and 
cut into close mop-heads, as I have seen it 
in large gardens, a very different state of 
things arises, over-pruning being the first. 
Then comes the idea that excessive growth 
will be bettered by root-pruning, w-hereas 
it ought always to be bettered by letting 
the tree have its own way. As regards 

The Apple. In a garden near me the 
main shoots of the Apple-trees are all cut 
back just as one would cut back stakes in 
a fence, and the result is that the i>oor 
trees make a strong growth every year, 
but seldom any fruit-buds. In cases where 
dwarfing stocks are unsuitable we should 
undoubtedly take the Crab and let tbe Apple 
have its own way and grow into a fertile, 
healthy tree. Very little pruning should 
be done at first, and very little in the 
direction of cutting back. In that way I 
am perfectly certain we should get much 
more fruit and much more satisfactory 
trees. This is my own practice, and I have 
had abundant crops of Apples every year. 
VVe no more think of pruning Apple-trees 
titan we think of pruning the Oaks in the 
woods. 

The Peach, which is a very important 
fruit in our country, is often injured by 
over-rich and deep borders, as in my own 
case. Fruit-trees are very much better 
when not overdone with humus, and not 
always the better for being planted in very 
deep borders. That plan is always followed 
by excessive growth and unnecessary 
pruning. W. 


NOTE3 OP THE WEEK. 

Erica lusitanica. — This precious shrub 
opened its flowers with nte on January 6th, 
and now I hope to hnve three months of its 
beauty. It varies as to season of opening. 
It has only been cut down by frost once in 
twenty years, and then sprang up again. 
It is on high ground.—W., Svssex. 

Prunus microlepls. —I was delighted to¬ 
day (January 7th) to find Prunus mlcro- 
lepis in flower. Mine is only n small shrub 
not 3 feet high, and I had no idea it would 
flower when so small. I got it from Newry 
two years ago. Daphne Dauphin! is 
flowering also.—D. W. H., The Gable 
Orwell Road, Rathgar. 


Ugly forms of noble trees. —I hnve been 
putting on the firehenp of late some ugly, 
close, pyramidal forms of Lawson's 
Cypress. Like the so-called Irish Yew, 
they get ugly as they get old, and have not 
a trace of the elegance of the wild tree. 
To tolerate them as they get old, one must 
bandage them round. Many of the sports 
of conifers are deserving of no better fate. 
—W. 

Habrothamnus.— In your issue for De¬ 
cember 23rd, 1910, reference is made to tbe 
treatment of Habrothamnus. I have had 
one for close upon eleven years which is 
now 8 feet to 10 feet in height. It is 
growing at the end of an unheated 
greenhouse. With judicious thinning it 
thrives well and has been in flower right 
up to the present time. It is exitosed in 
summer to the sun without any special 
treatment beyond the protection of tbe 
glass, and does not seem particular as to 
soil. Tbe blooms, in colour coral-pink, 
come profusely on the tips of long, slender 
stalks, which hang down and make a fine 
display when other flowers are scarce.— 
John C. Willmeb, Muswell Hill. 

Anemone japonica “ Mont Rose.” —This 
is undoubtedly the most beautiful variety 
of this charming species. It bears very 
large, quite double flowers, white tinged 
with pink, each about 2J inches across and 
borne stiffly on long stalks. The foliage 
differs, also, in beiug somewhat shining 
and very bold. The plant itself does not 
grow so tall as the other varieties; at any 
rate, in my garden, where it is planted 
side by side with the ordinary white and 
pink forms. It commences to flower a 
week or two later, and does not travel 
underground to anything like the same ex¬ 
tent as its relatives, which, in some re¬ 
spects, is an advantage, as in some soils, 
especially limy ones, the species is apt to 
spread so freely as to constitute a draw¬ 
back. With mo, although I have had tile 
variety for many years, there are only two 
or three very strong plants which are now 
(November) crowned by a large number of 
beautiful flowers, and buds which promise 
a liberal succession until frost comes.— 
C. T. D. 

Carnation Rose Sensation.— This is a 
sport from the American Perpetual-flower¬ 
ing variety Pink Sensation—not Sensation, 
as stated at page 649, last volume. Tilt; 
chief difference is that of colour, which 
may or may not be regarded as an ac¬ 
quisition or even an improvement upon tlie 
old. It is doubtful, too, whether the new¬ 
comer has yet. been seen at its best. I am 
disposed to think it has not. Pink Sensa- 
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such vigorous shoots as they do when 
pruned is a confirmation of the ripened 
state of the shoots. “ A. G.” also says 
“Apple-trees resent anything like severe 
pruning. In no case should anything but 
small wood lie cut oil Apple-trees.” 

In many cases Apple-trees make numer¬ 
ous shoots, many a yard long; a three- 
year-old tree may produce a dozen, or 
more, superfluous growths. Does “A. G.” 
say such shoots should not be pruned? If 
not, surely such trees will be quickly over¬ 
crowded, and we all know' what such 
means to the future progress of such trees. 
Apple-trees under some conditions require 
severe pruning to lay the foundation of a 
shaj>ely tree as well as produce a full fruit 
cr °P- E. M. 


Storing Apples. —In the Apple we have 
n fruit which, if properly matured on the 


Of course, too much moisture is as bad as 
too much cold. In my estimation coldness, 
dampness, and darkness are the three 
essentials, but eacli of these conditions 
must be most carefully regulated to avoid 
excesses. The ordinary house-cellar is 
largely used for this storage; but I find 
that the average cellar is too warm and too 
dry, and we do not get crisp, juicy Apples, 
nor even sound ones, very long under such 
conditions.— H. Hendricks, Kingston, New 
York, in Garden. 

Apple Lord Hlndlip. —This Apple is 
shapely and of a fair size for dessert, 
juicy, and pleasant in flavour. It is de¬ 
scribed as a late keeper; but nearly half 
the small lots produced by me in two 
seasons failed to keep longer than to the 
end of November. Possibly, however, this 
was because it was gathered too soon. 
The variety is a weak grower, and may be 


TREES AND SHRUBS. 


SYMPLOCOS CRATH3GOIDES. 

This little-known shrub, related to Styrax, 
is w'idely distributed in the Himalaya, 
China, and Japan. In the south of Eng¬ 
land, Ireland, and parts of the West 
Country there is no reason why It should 
not be generally grown, but it is doubtful 
whether in the colder parts of the country 
it would survive. As may be seen from 
the Illustration, the tiny white flowers are 
borne in small clusters from the leaf-axils, 
and, though small, are yet sufficiently 
numerous to make an attractive hush. It 
varies considerably in habit, for while in 
this country it is only seen as a small bush, 
travellers report having seen it growing 
to a height of over 30 feet. 



A flowering shoot of Symplocos cratagoides. 


tree and carefully gathered, holds its rich 
juices and chemical constituents in abso¬ 
lute suspension, with little or no change, 
ready at all times for our use and enjoy¬ 
ment. and of inestimable hygienic benefit. J 
Of what other fruit of this nature can we 
say so much? All we have to do is to give 
it fair treatment and not ignore its simple 
requirements. It seems to me that the 
great fear of frost is often a cause of 
failure in the storage-room. I have proved 
that a few degrees of frost do not injure 
the Apple if left undisturbed while in that 
condition, and I believe that the nearer 
we can keep the fruit to this frost-line, 
say, 34 clegs. Fahr., the better we shall 
succeed in preserving the flavour and the 
crispness of the flesh. Sudden and radical 
changes in temperature are fatal and must 
be avoided. Once the fruit becomes 
shrivelled, the qualj^ban^ot h^|s^rod. 


planted thickly. At present I have not 
found any scab or canker upon it. Its 
flavour is superior to that of James Grieve, 
Worcester Pearmaln, or King of the Pip¬ 
pins, but not equal to that of D’Arey 
Spice or the unfortunately big and ugly 
Roundway Magnum Bonum. The last two 
are singularly alike in spicy flavour, but 
D’Arcy is much the better keeper. To my 
taste it comes next to Cox's Orange 
Pippin for flavour.— Southern Grower, in 
Gardener’s Chronicle. 

Grease-bands.—Instead of placing greased 
bands round my Apple-trees this year I put 
bands of cloth. I have in this way caught 
more oodlin moth grubs than ever before. 
They evidently appreciate a warm place for 
making their nests, and it is much pleasanter 
not to have to handle the grease. 1 should 
much like to know if any of your readers 
have made the same experiment?—F. M. 0. 


THE STRAWBERRY-TREE (ARBUTUS). 
The common Strawberry-tree (Arbutus 
Unedo) is too well known to need any de¬ 
scription, hut the variety A. U. Croomei 
forms a much more ornamental specimen 
than the type. Its foliage is broader, 
thicker in texture, and of the darkest green 
—this in contrast with the dull red bark of 
the twigs forming in Itself an effective 
feature. The pink-tinged blossoms are also 
borne In great profusion, the fruits being 
equally as ornamental as those of the type. 
There are several well-marked varieties of 
the Strawberry-tree besides Croomei, such 
being erispa, w T lth the edges of the leaves 
crisped, salicifolia, with long, narrow 
leaves, and quercifolia, the leaves of which 
bear a certain resemblance to those of an 
Oak. The Grecian 

A. Andrach.ne js a very hundsome tree r 
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and by some considered tlie best and 
hardiest of the whole family. It forms a 
much-branched specimen, well clothed with 
deep green leaves, while the peculiar ap¬ 
pearance of the bark forms a very pro¬ 
minent feature. In this kind the old bark 
I tools off every season, when the new, which 
makes its appearance underneath, is at first 
green, but by winter it assumes a bright 
mahogany tint. Sometimes portions of the 
old bark hang loose for a considerable 
time, and when this is the case the plants 
have a rather wild and rustic appearance. 

A. hybrida, a cross between A. An- 
draehne and A. Unedo, is in its general 
characters about midway between the two 
liarents. One that sheds its bark in the 
manner common to A. Andrachne is the 
North American 

A. AIenziesii (syn. A. procera), this 
differing from A. Andrachne in the plant 
being far less dense, the leaves rounder 
and much more glaucous, while the trunk 
and principal branches are whitish instead 
of having the mahogany hue of the other. 
The colour of the blossoms is a sort of 
greenish-white. 

Son,.—Given an open spot in light, 
porous soil, the Arbutus will do well in 
most southern and western gardens, even 
thriving on chalk, though on sandy soil 
upon rock or gravel the finest growth is 
made. In inland districts the Arbutus is 
often injured by frost, but even if cut 
down the stems on the approach of warm 
weather break up afresh and grow away 
freely. The bunches of Heath-like flowers 
hang for many weeks during mid-winter, 
and last for a long time when cut. In the 
south and west of England and in Ireland 
the fruits are borne freely, and a large 
specimen in fruit is very handsome. The 
bright red colour of the stems of some 
kinds is also very effective when the plants 
have attained to some size, young plants 
•should be protected In the winter until they 
become established, giving them an open, 
sunny spot and plenty of drainage, so that 
the wood may get well ripened. 

Propagation. — The Strawberry-tree is 
easily raised from seed, which should be 
washed, dried, and sown in pans the fol¬ 
lowing spring. The varieties are, as a 
rule, increased by grafting on the common 
kind. T. 


NOTES AND BEPLIES. 

The hardiness of Camellias. — At St. 

Leonard’s Hill, Windsor, the garden is on 
the summit of a hill, and the Camellias 
are exposed to the cold north-east winds 
that sweep across the hilltop. In this gar¬ 
den Camellias are not grown as isolated 
specimens; there are dells of Camellias and 
hedges of Camellias, including the old alba 
plena (double white), Chandleri elegans 
(large flowers, light rose), Valteoareda 
(bright pink with snow white spots), Bealil 
(deep red), and Mathotiana (with dark 
double red, Pceony-like flowers). Even the 
fragrant, small-flowered C. Sasanquu suc¬ 
ceeds outdoors, also the beautiful C. reti¬ 
culata. It is strange that these plants arc 
regarded ns tender. The more exposed the 
position the better they seem to like it. 
The flowers appear early, and they may 
lie injured like most other flowers that 
face the frosts of spring.—S., in Garden. 

Rhododendron dahuricum.—This is bright 
now, its only defect being the rather ungainly 
growth of the buah. It is not too often seen, 
but is invaluable to those who desire to have 
something in flower all the year round. It can 
be grown in loam.—S. A. 


“The English Flower Garden and Home 

Grounds."— New Edition. ISth, revised, wilft descriptions 
u/ all Iht best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on teood. Cloth, medium Svo, Us.; 
post free, las. Cd. OS all Booksellers or from the office 
of Hardening Illustrated, S3, Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
London.,,'*. 


INDOOR PLANTS, 

BLUE HYDRANGEAS. 

The blue coheir which so many plants of 
Hydrangea hortensis assume in widely- 
situated localities is due to the presence of 
iron in the soil, this blue colour varying in 
density with the quantity of iron. In cer¬ 
tain localities the natural colour of II. 
hortensis—rose—is never seen as much as 
it may be desired. The pure white variety, 
Thomas Hogg and H. Mariesi, assume a 
blue shade, if not so pronounced as in H. 
hortensis. In Cornwall this Hydrangea 
hortensis assumes a deep blue colour, the 
flower trusses being, perhaps, more luxuri¬ 
ant than I have seen elsewhere, especially 
in the garden at Trewidden, some few 
miles north of Penzance. In the gardens 
at Tenrhyn, near Bangor, clumps some 12 
feet in diameter and as much as 8 feet high 
border the carriage drive through the 
park, and, being on Grass with a back¬ 
ground of trees, they are a magnificent 
sight. Devonshire, too, is noted for the 
intensity of the blue colouring the flowers 
assume. In South Hants many examples 
are to be found where the soil is other than 
clmlk, which is all against the blue colour 
in the flower-heads except under artificial 
conditions. The flowers of H. hortensis 
and II. Thomas Hogg, growing in pots, can 
be coloured at will by adding 1 lb. of sul¬ 
phate of iron to a bushel of soil at jKitting 
time. Thoroughly shake the old soil from 
the roots to ensure the presence of this 
chemical among the roots generally. When 
the plants are growing freely and the pots 
full of roots water daily with powdered 
alum-water at the rate of i oz. to a gnllou 
of water. S. P. 


WATERING rOT-PLANTS. 

Now that the days are at their shortest, 
the moment is a very opportune one 
for saying a few words on a subject which 
is of much importance, and is a more or 
less puzzling one to many. Watering pot- 
plants is an art which even the most ex¬ 
perienced gardener never becomes quite 
master of, and it is certainly during the 
winter months, when languid root action 
is accompanied by little or no top growth, 
that the grower’s skill in the use of the 
watering-pot is put to greatest proof. 
When the long summer days bring with 
them great activity of the roots, any little 
error may soon be rectified, but it is far 
otherwise at this season, when an overdose 
of water may cripple permanently, if it 
does not kill. In the cool greenhouse, 
where the temperature ranges very low for 
days together, great caution must be exer¬ 
cised, and as the soil is cold, and the roots 
in a general way almost at a standstill, the 
evil effects of over-watering are more 
acutely felt than where the average tem¬ 
perature is more stimulating. Watering 
in winter lias been often epitomised by the 
phrase, “water when dry,” but although 
this is a rule which will apply to the 
generality of plants sheltered by a glass 
roof, at that time there are notable ex¬ 
ceptions to it, neither should it in any case 
be followed to the letter. Take, for in¬ 
stance, Camellias and Azaleas. The 
former, though as regards actual growth 
at rest, are really hard at work, there 
being an unseen process of development 
going on in the flower-bud, which, if 
stopped, has most disastrous results on the 
form, size, and colour of the flower. Lack¬ 
ing a sufficiency of the sustaining fluid 
after the buds are formed, the flowers 
must be deficient in one or more of their 
most pleasing characteristics. It, there¬ 
fore, follows that a vigorous specimen 
laden with buds will require a much larger 
share of attention in watering than one 
which is not thus burdened. The same of 


Azaleas, winter-flowering Heaths, Cyti- 
suses, Coronillns, Abutilons, etc., and in 
the same category should be placed Cine¬ 
rarias, Calceolarias, Primulas, and Cycla¬ 
mens, which continue to advance all the 
winter through. A pretty safe rule with 
these is to allow them to approach the 
verge of dryness, watering always before 
they become quite dry. This rule will 
apply to plants of a woody nature gener¬ 
ally, but only to healthy plants. When a 
plant seems to come into a sickly state, 
and an examination of the roots shows 
that they are not quite healthy, allow the 
soil to dry out between each watering. 
This persevered in will always restore root 
activity, and will bring the soil once more 
into a wholesome condition. The plants 
that need least water are succulents—they 
can go almost without it—and next to them 
come Zonal Pelargoniums, those which 
were taken up from the open ground re¬ 
quiring scarcely any ; but Pelargoniums 
of the show, fancy, and Regal types. Ver¬ 
benas, Ageratums, Petunias, etc., should 
be kept just moist. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Growing Begonia Glolre de Lorraine.— 

Would you kindly state fully how to grow this 
Begonia? What temperature ie required? 
Should the plants be syringed? What is the 
beet compost, and should the soil be made Arm 
or left loose?— Edinburgh. 

[After the plants have done blooming 
they should be kept somewhat drier than 
before in order to ensure a certain amount 
of rest. Then about the end of March they 
must be cut half-way down and placed in 
a structure where a temperature of 55 degs. 
to 70 degs. Is maintained. If syringed fre¬ 
quently, young shoots will be freely pushed 
out from tiie base of the plant. When 
these shoots are about a couple of inches 
in length they must be taken off as 
cuttings. Four or five cuttings may be 
dibbled around the edge of a pot 4 inches 
in diameter. The pots must be quite clean 
and effectually drained. A suitable com¬ 
post for the cuttings may he made up of 
equal parts of loam and leaf-mould or 
peat, with half a part of sand. Plunged 
in a close propagating case where there is 
a gentle bottom heat the cuttings will soon 
root, when they must be inured to the 
ordinary atmosphere of the house. After 
this they should be iiotted singly, and when 
the roots take possession of the new soil 
the tops of the plants must be pinched out 
to encourage the formation of side shoots. 
If the young plants are potted first into 
thumbs they may be shifted into pots 4 
inches in diameter, and when sufficiently 
advanced put into their flowering-pots from 
5 inches to 7 inches across. For this later 
potting the compost should consist of two 
liarts fibrous loam to one part of leaf- 
mould, and a good sprinkling of sand, 
making this fairly firm. During the sum¬ 
mer the plants may be grown without fire 
heat, but the atmosphere of the structure 
in which they are growing must be kept 
snug and fairly moist.] 

Begonia semperflorens. —In estimating 
the relative values of winter-flowering 
Begonias the several forms of Begonia 
semperflorens must not be passed over. 
This species well merits its name, as it 
will bloom more or less continuously 
throughout the year, but for winter-flower¬ 
ing, when the plants are grown on for that 
purpose mid allowed to bloom in the 
autumn, they will keep lip a grand display 
throughout the dull period of the year. 
They, too, are hardier than the various 
Soeotrana hybrids. As is well known, B. 
semperflorens is fibrous-rooted and can be 
readily increased by cuttings or seeds. At 
the meeting of the Royal Horticultural 
Society on November 7tli a pleasing group 
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of these Begonias was shown by Messrs. 
Blaekmore and Langdon, Bath, the colour 
of the flowers ranging from white to crim¬ 
son. For greenhouse decoration at this 
season they have certainly much to com¬ 
mend them. Another class of the semper- 
florens section is what is known as the 
gigantea group, the result of crossing B. 
semperflorens with the tall-growing B. 
Lynehiana, or Roezli, as it was at first 
called. The members of this class form 
bold-growing plants that will beep up a 
display of flowers for months together.— 
K. K. W. 

Primula floribunda.— This, referred to in 
Gardening Illustrated for December 
23rd, is a great favourite of mine. In the 
greenhouse it may be had in flower 
throughout the year, though it is in late 
autumn, winter, and early spring that its 
bright-coloured blossoms are most ap¬ 
preciated. Owing to the rich yellow of its 
flowers I should not consider it second to 
Primula Kewensis, which, from its bolder 
habit, is much more grown. In a variety 
of P. floribunda known as Isabellina the 


and winter. For flowering at this season 
they need to be repotted late in the spring, 
after a period of rest, which is ensured by 
keeping them almost dry. 'When shaken 
clear of the old soil and the curious scaly 
rhizomes graded as to size they may, if 
sufficiently plentiful, be potted three in a 
pot, taking care that the growing point is 
near the edge. With scarce sorts they can 
be potted singly, and if more are required 
the tops may, when sufficiently advanced, 
be taken off as cuttings. These soon root 
if they are put into a close propagating 
case with a gentle bottom-heat. The plants 
may be grown cool during the summer and 
shifted into larger i>ot8 when necessary. 
Good examples may be had in pots 5 inches 
in diameter. In common with most 
Gesneraceous plants, Tydseas are greatly 
benefited by a liberal use of leaf-mould in 
the potting compost. When the pots are 
full up with roots an occasional stimulant 
will be beneficial.—K. R. W. 

Lothian Stocks. —It not already done, these 
should be shifted into their flowering pots, 
6 inches and 7 inches in diameter. The com- 



Group of Campanula garganica IF. IT. Paine. From a photograph by 
Mr. Geo. E. Low, in the Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin. 


flowers are of a sulphur tint, but I do not 
care for this. While the blossoms of P. 
floribunda are freely borne, it is necessary, 
in order to obtain the longest display, to 
keep the old flowers picked off. If this is 
not doue every capsule will carry a great 
number of seeds, and but few more flowers 
will then be produced. Though this 
Primula is of a perennial nature the most 
satisfactory way is to raise young plants 
from seeds, throwing away the old ones 
when they are past their best. Of course, 
a few should be saved for seed. When 
raised in quantity there is a slight amount 
of variation among them, and when this 
happens I always select the best for seed 
production. When the seed is ripening, a 
sharp look-out must be kept, as the cap¬ 
sules are apt to burst unexpectedly and 
scatter the seed. — XS . T. 

Tyd®as.— Where a display of flowering 
plants has to be kept up at all seasons the 
Tydseas (which botanists now tell us are 
lsolomas) are very useful. They may be 
had In bloom practically throughout the 
rear hut oerhaps the most useful time is 
J -uturnn 


when they flow 




poet should consiat largely of good fibrous 
loam (to ensure sturdy growth), a little leaf- 
mould, Mushroom dung, fine mortar rubble, 
and 6and being the other requisites. To pre¬ 
vent the plants becoming drawn they must 
have an abundance of air on every favourable 
occasion and be kept close up to the light. 

Marguerites.— These should now be finally 
potted in compost similar to that recom¬ 
mended for Stocks. The potting, to ensure 
short-join ted, sturdy growth, should be firmly 
done, keeping the plants in an airy position 
well up to the glass. Too close an atmosphere 
and a warm temperature are ruination to 
these plants. 

Azalea obtusa.— In this the flowers are small 
and single, but borne in the greatest profu¬ 
sion. In the greenhouse it may be had in 
flower by Christmas. The blossoms of the 
ordinary form are bright red, but there is also 
a white-flowered variety. Flowers of both 
colours frequently occur on the some plant. 

Azalea amcena.—In this the hose-in-hose 
flowers are rosy-purple. Improved forms are: 
A. Caldwelli and A. splendens. In A. calyci- 
flora the blossoms have the hose-in-hoee char¬ 
acter common to A. amoena, but the colour ia 
a bright red. 


ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 


CAMPANULA GARGANICA W. H. 

PAINE. 

The pretty creeping Italian Bell-flower in 
three shades of eolour—blue, pale blue, 
and almost white—-is well known to all 
lovers of alpine plants, and these will wel¬ 
come the above, by far the most distinct 
of its class. The new-comer Is charac¬ 
terised by the same free liahit and profuse 
flowering as the others, with, in addition, 
a colour contrast which places it well above 
them. The top-half of the corolla lobes is 
of an intense blue, the base being almost 
pure white, thus rendering the plant quite 
distinct. It flowers when the majority of 
the dwarf Bellflowers are over. The plant 
gained an Award of Merit when shown at 
Holland House on June 29th, 1914, by 
Messrs. W. Watson and Sons, Ltd., Clon- 
tarf Nurseries, Dublin. 


ENCRUSTED SAXIFRAGES. 

A characteristic of these is that continu¬ 
ous heavy rains do not mar their beauty; 
in fact, under these apparently adverse 
circumstances the leaf tints are more ac¬ 
centuated and their decorative value is 
much enhanced. Summer drought and 
heat give them a rather dull appearance, 
hut with tlie advent of autumn rains they 
regain their normal beauty, which the 
vlscissitudes of an English winter are not 
able to dim. For this reason, and even 
if they were not beautiful when in flower, 
they would be of the greatest value for 
giving colour variety in the outdoor gar¬ 
den during the dull months of the year. 
There may be a difference of opinion as to 
the respective value of S. pyramidalis and 
S. longifolia, but if the latter is the Queen 
the former is the King of Saxifrages. S. 
pyramidalis is, I believe, the more im¬ 
pervious to drought, and, if placed suit¬ 
ably, will not suffer, even if not attended 
to in the matter of watering, and it in¬ 
creases with such freedom that a nice stock 
can quickly be raised from a single speci¬ 
men. 

In order to fully realise the decorative 
worth of this species it must be seen in the 
form of groups of from a dozen to.fifty 
plants. The effect of these numerous 
branching spikes is very fine, although 
isolated specimens in perfect health and 
vigour are certainly attractive. Those who 
wish to see this Saxifrage in its very best 
form should treat it as is done when grown 
in pots; that is, take off all the offsets, 
thus throwing the energy of the plant into 
one crown. I once put out about thirty 
nice young plants in well-prepared soil and 
treated them in this way. The effect was 
certainly very fine; the flower-stems were 
thick and many of them were 3J feet high 
and correspondingly broad. It was the 
finest display of this Saxifrage I have ever 
seen. I happened to want some choice 
white flowers for decoration, and found 
these just the thing, as, mixed with other 
floivers, they imparted a very light and in¬ 
formal appearance. Those who need white 
flowers should grow this Saxifrage. It is 
as easily grown as the greater part of 
border plants, using free soil with a 
little brick rubble or stones, and sufficient 
elevation to guarantee the roots against 
stagnant moisture. 

One of the most useful members of the 
family, S. altissima, is not much behind 
S pyramidalis in decorative value and 
utility for the supply of cut bloom. Several 
years ago I wished to cover what was at 
one time a rubbish-heap, and planted some 
of the more easily-grown things, such as 
Dianthus deltoides, C-oronilla iberica, 
Sempcrvivums, and free-growing Saxi- 
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frages. I made a group of S. altissima, 
putting the crowns G inches apart. They 
seemed to enjoy the decayed vegetable 
matter, and made strong growth. The 
following year there was quite a forest of 
spikes, fifty or more, with exceptionally 
strong stems, and as I happened to need 
a good many white flowers just then they 
were very helpful. In order to obtain the 
best results this kind must be transplanted 
every third year. It is so free-growing 
that the crowns become very crowded, and 
weaken each other, and then one has big 
specimens with few flower-stems and these 
generally weak. Byfleet. 


GARDEN FOOD. 

SMALL POTATOES. 

Now that there is such a scarcity of Pota¬ 
toes it seems a pity to throw away the 
very small ones. When there are fowls or 
pigs to be fed they can be used to help out 
the food supply for these animals, but in 
many households there is neither to eat 
up the small Potatoes. Lately I have been 
experimenting with the small Potatoes of 
last year’s crop. They were far too small 
to peel in the ordinary way, so I boiled 
them in their jackets and peeled them be¬ 
fore sending to table. In flavour they 
were more delicate than the larger tubers, 
and when put through a Potato masher 
everyone said how extremely nice they 
were. The very tiny ones, about the size 
of a Filbert, were delicious if boiled, then 
peeled and fried whole in butter until they 
were a rich brown, and served with a Nut 
roast, or vegetable cutlets. Another 
method was to peel and boil the Potatoes, 
and then place them in a pan with about a 
teasixxmful of butter, and toss them until 
very hot and coated with the dissolved 
butter. Sprinkle rather thickly with 
chopped Parsley and serve very hot. Still 
another way of cooking these tiny Potatoes 
was to peel them after boiling, and simmer 
them for five minutes in some nice white 
sauce, and send to table very hot. If a 
large saueepanful of Potatoes is boiled at 
one time the tubers are ready for use 
whenever they are required, for the above 
ways of cooking them are equally good for 
either cold or hot Potatoes. 

Potato cheese. —Take sufficient boiled 
small Potatoes to three parts fill a medium¬ 
sized pie-dish, peel them, and set them 
aside. Place a tablespoonful of butter 
(ordinary or Nut butter does equally well) 
in a small saucepan, add a tablespoonful 
of flour and fry until the whole is of a pale 
golden tint, then add a brcakfastcupful of 
fresh milk, and simmer the contents of the 
saucepan until the mixture thickens. Place 
the Potatoes in a buttered pie-dish, sprink¬ 
ling each layer with a little grated cheese. 
Pour the white sauce over, and cover with 
a layer of biscuit or fine breadcrumbs 
mixed with a tablespoonful of grated 
cheese, and sufficient pepper and salt to 
flavonr. Sprinkle the top with a little dis¬ 
solved butter and a tablespoonful of grated 
cheese. Bake in a moderate oven until the 
top is delicately browned. This makes a 
nice supper dish, and is generally liked by 
everyone. 

Savoury Potato cakes are nice for 
breakfast, and the flavouring can be varied 
to suit all tastes. A little chopped Onion, 
or a sprinkling of sweet herbs, will give 
'variety. Mash the Potatoes after peeling 
and while still hot. If cold Potatoes are 
used stand the dish containing them over 
a pan of boiling water until the tubers are 
warm. They mash so much easier when 
hot. Place the mashed Potato in a basin, 
add a dessertspoonful of flour for every 
cupful of l’otuto, suflkyeut salt and pepper 
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to taste, and a tablcspoonful of finely- 
chopped Onion or Chives. Stir in enough 
hot milk to make the whole into a stiff 
paste. Shape into flat cakes, about the 
size of the top of a small cup. Rub the 
outside with a little plain flour and fry in 
hot butter or other fat. If preferred, the 
cakes can ire brushed with egg and coated 
with breadcrumbs before being fried. 

Potato flat cakes are an old-fashioned 
dish seldom seen nowadays, but they are 
very nice. Mash the Potatoes in the same 
manner as in the preceding recipe, add one 
tablespoonful of flour for every breakfast- 
cupful of mashed Potatoes, a pinch of salt, 
and sufficient hot milk to make the whole 
into a smooth, stiff paste. Flour a pastry- 
board and turn the Potato paste on to this 
and work into a smooth round lump. Then 
roll it out until about a quarter of an inch 
in thickness, and cut into rounds the size 
of a saucer. Slide the cakes carefully on 
to a well-greased baking-pan and bake in 
a moderate oven until nicely browned on 
both sides. Pile the cakes one on top of 
each other on a dish, pouring a little dis¬ 
solved butter over each as it is laid in 
place. Stand in the oven to get very hot, 
and send to table at once. 

H. Thobukn-Claeke. 


THE USE OF BEETROOT. 

In every garden and market the only 
question to consider as to Beet is to make 
the best and varied uses of it. Also the 
kinds are important, as there is such a 
difference in their value. There is now 
such a fine selection of the Early Globe 
Beets that to grow an inferior type is a 
waste of time. There are, however, some 
very inferior varieties, the colour and 
flavour being poor. Such kinds as Crimson 
Ball, Improved Globe, Early Model, and 
improved forms of the Egyptian Turnip- 
rooted are all excellent and can be relied 
on for flavour and quality. In the long- 
rooted section there are no better than 
Nutting’s, an old and well-tried sort, and 
Cheltenham Green Top. 

- What a conservative lot w r e gar¬ 
deners are, to be sure! Nine out of ten of 
us sow year after year the purple-topped 
variety, because we think that unless the 
top is of this colour the roots cannot be 
Beetroot. Anyone who has tried Chelten¬ 
ham Green Top Beetroot will never grow 
the old-fashioned purple-leaved varieties, 
which more often than not are coarse and 
stringy. Cheltenham Green Top is a superb 
Beetroot, soft and melting.— Garden. 

-To cook Beetroots, they should lie 

soaked in luke-warm water and lightly 
scrubbed with a soft brush, taking care 
not to injure the skin. Place them in a 
steamer or in a moderately hot oven, and 
let them cook from two to three hours, 
according to size, dip each one into cold 
water and remove the skin while the root 
is still warm. Set the Beetroot aside, and 
use it in one or other of the following 
methods : — 

Beetroot salad is made by slicing a cooked 
Beetroot and covering it with a mayonnaise 
dressing, or with a mixture of two tablespoon- 
fula of Olive oil, one of vinegar, and a season¬ 
ing of pepper and salt. 

Dincn salad. —Take equal quantities of cold 
Potato (preferably fried or baked with meat), 
Celery, and Beetroot, and cut the vegetablee 
into cubes. Season them with pepper and salt 
and mix them well together. Pour mayon¬ 
naise or oil and vinegar dressing over the 
vegetablee and garnish the salad with strips 
of salted herring or fillets of anchoviee. 

Stewed Beetroot. —Slice a large cooked Beet¬ 
root into a etewpan, add a finely-minced 
Spanish Onion, a teaspoonful of chopped 
Parsley, a seasoning of pepper and salt, and 


1 oz. of butter. Cover the pan closely by 
spreading a sheet of kitchen paper between 
the etewpan and lid, and let the Beetroot stew 
gently for an hour, shaking it occasionally to 
prevent burning. Mix a dessertspoonful of flour 
into a smooth paste with half a teacupful of 
cold water and half a teaspoonful of garlic 
vinegar. Place the stewed Beetroot in a dish, 
add the Sour mixture to the juice remaining 
in the pan, stir it over the Are until it is 
nicely thickened, and pour it over the Beet¬ 
root. 

French stewed Beetroot.— Slice a cooked 
Beetroot and stew it for half an hour in suffi¬ 
cient veal gravy to oover it. Mix 1 ox. of 
Arrowroot or Potato flour with a gill of 
cream, pour the grayy over it to thicken it 
without curdling, bring it almost to the boil, 
season it with pepper and salt, pour it over 
the Beetroot in the dish, and juet before serv¬ 
ing sprinkle a few drops of Chili vinegar over 
it. 

Sweet disii of Apples and Beetroot.—B oil 2 o«. 
of Rice for an hour in a pint of milk sweet¬ 
ened with 1 oz. of sugar, allow it to cool and 
spread it at the bottom of a dish. Peel, core, 
and slice 1 lb. of cooking Apples, add a sliced 
Beetroot (which need not have been previously 
cooked), a email piece of Lemon peel or Bay- 
leaf, or a bruised Clove, and 1 oz. of sugar. 
Stew the Apple and Beetroot until it can be 
smoothly mashed, and spread it over the Rice. 
Make a custard by mixing a teaspoonful of 
Cornflower, a teaspoonful of sugar, one egg. 
and i pint of milk into a smooth paste, and 
stirring it over the lire until it is smoothly 
thickened, but without boiling it. Pour the 
custard over the Apple mixture, and serve it 
when cold, or make it hot by baking it for ten 
minutes in a moderate oven .—The Queen. 

Beetroot fritters— Peel a fairly large Onion, 
and cut it into rather thin slices, put them on 
a dish, season with salt and pepper, sprinkle 
over with finely chopped Parsley, then pour 
over one or two tablespoonfuls of Olive oil 
and about half a teaspoonful of vinegar. 
Cover the dish, and allow it to stand for about 
an hour. Cut a good-sized cooked and peeled 
Beetroot into slices the same size as tlie Onion 
slices; place a slice of Onion between two of 
Beetroot, so as to form sandwiches. Dip each 
into a previously prepared frying batter; fry 
these in hot fat to a delicate brown colour, 
and drain on a cloth. Dish up, garnish with 
fried Parsley, and serve hot. 

Beetroot cassolettes.— Take three medium¬ 
sized cooked Beetroote, and divide each in half. 
Trim each half so that they are nioely shaped 
and os near as possible the same size. Scoop 
out most of the inside so as to make a cup¬ 
like cavity, and place to steep in seasoned 
vinegar. In the meantime, cook in stock 3 oz. 
Rice, drain, and when cold mix with sufficient 
Olive oil, vinegar, salt and pepper to season; 
add also a tablespoonful of chopped Beetroot, 
a chopped hard-boiled yolk of egg, two minced 
Gherkins, a dessertspoonful of Capers, and a 
little chopped Parsley. Fill the Beetroot casso¬ 
lettes with the mixture, decorate the top of 
each with hard-boiled white of egg, a neatly- 
cut slice of Gherkin, and a sprig of Parsley; 
dish up and serve.—The above are from Senn’s 
" Meals Without Meat.” 

Beetroot may be baked or boiled, but boiling 
is the better way. The chief point in the 
cookery of Beet ie the preservation of the 
6kin—it should not be broken. The time re¬ 
quired for small ones is about an hour and a 
half, but very large Beets should be allowed 
nearly double that time. 

Beet salad.—C hop floe a carefully boiled Beet 
and pour over a dressing prepared by 
thoroughly beating together three table- 
spoonfule of Lemon juice, one of sugar, and 
half a cup of whipped cream.—From ” Apple 
Tree Cookery Book.” 

Beetroot salad.— Slioe and cut into dice 
enough cold Beet to make a pint; heap them 
in the centre of a dish and surround with 
leaves of head Lettuce. Make a 6auoe Tartare 
as follows :—Chop very fine four Olives (stoned), 
one tableepoonful Capers, one Gherkin, and 
mix with one cup of mayonnaise dressing. 
Pour this over the Beets and garnish with 
slices of hard-boiled eggs.—From ” Mazdaznan 
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FERNS. 

PLUMOSE FORMS OF BRITISH 
FERNS. 

While the production of branched, crested, 
cruciated, depauperated, and other ab¬ 
normal forms among British Ferns was 
some years ago recorded by enthusiastic 
Fern-hunters and cultivators, and notable 
examples were the subjects of numerous 
illustrations in our gardening papers, the 
production either naturally or by cultural 
means of plumose forms is of much more 
recent date. It is a most interesting sub¬ 
ject, not only because of the decorative 
value of these products, but also from a 
scientific point of view. When we con¬ 
sider the magnificent plumose forms found 


often measuring 2-1 inches in length, and, 
as may he seen by the accompanying illus¬ 
tration, are furnished with a great depth 
of leaflets, which give the plant a beautiful 
appearance. Then there is a section of 
divisilobum plumosum, comprising the 
varieties with fronds of a very feathery 
nature. Prominent among them are the 
sub-varieties densum, dissectum, Foxi plu- 
mosissimum, and densum superbum, all of 
which are remarkable for the exquisite 
and delicate texture of their fronds, which 
remain on the plants until the new growth 
is well developed. It may be truly 
asserted that of all the British Ferns in 
existence there is nothing to compare with 
the plants of that section. I have met 
with some growing in shady situations 
with deep green feathery fronds Which 
rival Uie beauty of tlie once popular Todea 


ducted with a view to ascertaining the 
constancy of seedlings of Ferns, which, 
having once varied, are, according to the 
theory accepted in principle, very prone to 
continue doing so. Mr. Druery’s opinion 
is so lucidly illustrated that one cannot 
do better than to reproduce it. He says : 

“ We have oureelres raised a very robust and 
lieavi!y-creeted form of Hard Fern (Lomaria 
Spicant) from a wild find of similar character, 
but of smaller growth. Strange to say, the 
sowing from which this splendid plant origi¬ 
nated was so nearly a failure that only the 
one plant resulted, which, as stated, surpasses 
the parent; yet when spores of this more 
marked variety were sown, fully 90 per 100 
were absolutely common Hard Ferns, two only 
closely resembled the parent, one Far surpassed 
it, several are of a different type of cresting; 
one is extremely dwarf, with fronds abso¬ 
lutely fan-shaped, and between these and the 



A handsome form of the soft prickly Shield Fern (Polystichum angidare divisilobum plumosum) 

at Sheffield Park. 


!u certain groups, one is astonished to find 
tow the original species, which apiiarcntiy 
had for an untold number of years main¬ 
tained their primitive character, have 
within a comparatively short time either 
gradually or suddenly developed ample, 
.vet delicately cut, foliage, so totally dif¬ 
ferent from that of the originals. Take, 
for Instance, the 

Soft, pricki.y sinEr.n Fern (Polystichum 
angulnre), which has the advantage of 
being of an evergreen nature and whicli 
lias produced a very extensive series of 
i'lants forming n section described under 
tire name of divisilobum, of sorts such as : 
Carbonnelli, Crnwfordi, Jonesi, densum, 
laxurn, plenum, all of which produce 
fronds about IS inches long; and the varie¬ 
ties decorum, elegans, foliosum, grande 
longipinnatum. Molyl, whose foliage 



superba and the favourite plumose forms 
of Nephrolepis so extensively grown nowa¬ 
days. Should tlie plumose forms produce 
spores freely it is very questionable 
whether, so far as their propagation is 
concerned, we should be better off, as it is 
very likely that they would be subject to 
the natural law which governs the repro¬ 
duction of crested and otherwise abnormal 
forms of our British Ferns by means of 
spores, which when sown have usually 
given unsatisfactory results. The veteran 
authority on British Ferns, Mr. Chas. T. 
Druery, writing on the subject in his ex¬ 
cellent work “ Choice British Ferns : Their 
Varieties and Culture,” is very emphatic 
on the inconstancy which plays an im¬ 
portant part in the production of new 
varieties, and it must be borne in mind 
that the opinion he expresses is the result 
of numerous exiieriments carefully cou- 


common ones there is every grade of greeting 
from merely squarish tips to ball-like tufts.” 

In the majority of cases plumose forms 
of Polystichum angulare are barren, and 
practical experience has proved that even 
when occasionally spores have been pro¬ 
duced the results of their sowing have been 
disappointing. Their propagation is 
effected by the division of the crowns, 
which is a very slow process, and by 
means of viviparous buds, sometimes, 
though very sparingly, found at the 
bottom of the fronds. Numerous are the 
plumose forms of our 

Lady Fern (Athyrium Filix foemina), and 
amongst these the most striking are the 
varieties plumosum axminsterense, eie- 
gans, Drueryi, Tarsoni, Stansfieldi, and 
superbum Drueryi, all exceedingly at¬ 
tractive, producing fronds averaging 
24 inches in length, pale green in colour, 
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and of great beauty and delicacy. Even 
the common 

Haiit’s-tongue (Seolopendrium vulgnre) 
has iiroduced several forms of great 
beauty. These form a section designated 
by the name of crispum, and comprise, 
lieskles the ordinary crispum which is in 
frequent use for outdoor decoration, where 
it is very effectively used for edging beds 
planted with shrubs of small dimensions 
or dwarf stature, such as Carbonnell’s, 
Gray’s, Perry’s, Robinson’s, and Wills’ 
varieties, the last with fronds attaining 
IS inches in length and 5 inches in width. 
Also Cranfleid’s crispum speciosum, to 
which the Royal Horticultural Society 
last year awarded a first-class certificate. 
These remarkably handsome varieties 
must also be propagated by the division 
of the crowns and by the use of the ad¬ 
ventitious buds which exist in the 
stalks or at the base of the fronds of nearly 
all Scolopendriums ; but if they are not 
separated in good time from the mother 
plant while in a latent state, these buds 
become abortive. It must, however, be 
borne in mind that, unlike the proliferous 
bulbs or bulbils found on the stalks of 
I’olystichum angnlare proliferum and its 
sub-varieties, they are not perceptible, and 
only develop when the stalk, accompanied 
by a small piece of the caudex, is detached 
from the plant which bears them, an opera¬ 
tion which is best performed when the 
plants are still at rest and just before 
starting into growth again. Our 
Common Polypody (Polypodium vuigare) 
has its plumose forms well represented by 
P. eambrieum and its varieties P. Had- 
winnl and P. Prestoni. Even the little 
Oak Fern (Polypodium Dryopteris) has 
recently developed a very pretty plumose 
form, to which an Award of Merit was 
also given by the Royal Horticultural 
Society only a year or two ago. These 
l’ol.vpods have the advantage of an easier 
mode of propagating—by the sectioning of 
their rhizomes. S. 

Mr. W. Edworthy, The Gardens, Shef¬ 
field Park, flays:— 

“ This Fern is very useful for plant¬ 
ing along the side of woodbind walks 
or on a shaded rock garden where it 
can get a little shelter from wind and 
also shade from the trees, but not 
directly beneath them. It is quite 
hardy. If planted In a windy situation 
the fronds, being very dense, are liable 
to lie injured.” 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Terns, raising (F. L .).—Raising Ferns is a 
simple matter, if the spores are good. To en¬ 
sure this the plants must be grown during the 
summer in a well-ventilated house, gathering 
the fronds when the spores are getting ripe, 
and laying them between sheets of paper in a 
dry, airy room. When sowing, get eome 6-inch 
pots, which should be well drained and filled 
to within an inch of the top with yellow loam 
which has lain in a heap from six to twelve 
months. Make it firm and even, and then 
water with a rosed-pot. On the damp surface 
sow the epores, cover with squares of glass, 
and stand on a shelf near the glass in a tem¬ 
perature of from 55 degs. to 60 (legs. All 
watering must be done from below, and is beet 
carried out by standing the pots in pans, into 
which water is put from time to time, as may 
be necessary. 

Grubs eating Cineraria leaves (R., V. M .).— 
Tiie leaves of the Cinerarias sent are badly 
attacked with the grub of the Marguerite 
Daisy-fly (Phytomyza afflnis), and as this pest 
works in the leaf itself just beneath the skin, 
it is difficult to destroy. The only plan to 
check its ravages appears to be to pinch the 
leaf between the thumb and finger wherever 
the grub is seen to be working, and thus kill 
it. Some of the very worst of the leaves should 
be cut oH and burned; also it is a good plan 
to separate as far as possible the affected 
plants from those/tliitt are untouched. 


OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

AMONG THE HARDY FLOWERS. 

Flowers or vegetables?— Those of us 
who are fond of flowers are assailed on 
every side with the question “ Why not 
scrap your flowers and give up your gar¬ 
den to vegetables? ” I do not deny that 
It Is the duty of everyone to grow more 
food in the garden than we have done, but 
that Is a different question from making a 
holocaust of all the flowers one has 
gathered together at so much iiains and 
expense, and take up the whole space with 
Potatoes, Cabbages, Cauliflowers, etc. 
Would not the destruction of all the 
flowers in the United Kingdom represent 
a great loss to the nation, morally as well 
as pecuniarily? I think it would. I hope 
no one will think that I am not doing my 
share. I have sacrificed much of the 
beauty of my garden in order to cultivate 
more vegetables, and this year this Is be¬ 
ing carried still further, but I do not feel 
called upon to destroy all my flowers. I 
am, however, moving some of them to 
temporary quarters and giving them less 
space there, so ns to set free some borders 
for vegetables, and I hope to do my share 
in the production of food without banish¬ 
ing the flowers. No! flowers have their 
mission, even in war time, and our 
wounded heroes would sorely miss the 
blossoms we can send to brighten their 
beds of pain in the hospitals or cheer them 
when they walk through the garden and 
feel gladdened by the flowers which speak 
of peace. We, who have the suspense and 
bereavement, need a little comfort, too, 
such as the flowers can give. 

Snowdrops. —I see these are peering 
through the soil as this is being written 
(in the first week of the New Year). They 
are ever delightful, either when in sheets 
in the woods, as I know them in many 
places, or scattered over our little Grass 
plots or in clumps in the borders. We hear 
something every now and then about the 
large varieties and the other species than 
Galanthus. nivalis, but I think none of 
them will ever equal in point of grace and 
real beauty our common Snowdrop. It is 
a delight to most of us, but why does it 
fail in some places? 

Cyclamen Coum. —Coming with the Snow¬ 
drops, Cyclamen Coum gives a touch of 
colour when we associate it with the Galan¬ 
thus In the rock garden or at the foot of a 
tree. I have not found It difficult to grow, 
but it Is liable to injury when it is at rest 
and nothing visible above the surface. I 
find it does best in semi-shade in loam, 
leaf-soil, and a little sand, with some lime 
chips or rubbish among the compost—a 
recipe which I once got In Gardening 
Illustrated. 

Lilium speciosum.—I have had a few 
imported bulbs of Lilium speciosum from 
Japan given me, and I have been wonder¬ 
ing whether I should not follow the ad¬ 
vice of a friend who Is an ardent Lily- 
lover. He advises me to pinch out the 
flower-buds when they appear, so as to 
throw the vigour, which would have gone 
to the production of bloom, Into the bulbs. 
I know from experience and from informa¬ 
tion derived from others that the losses 
among imported bulbs are serious every 
year, through the bulbs going off after the 
flowering Is over if they are allowed to 
bloom. This friend practises this pinch¬ 
ing out of the buds regularly with newly- 
imported Lilies, such as speciosum, aura- 
tum, and others, and he speaks strongly in 
favour of this method. Then Lilium 
speciosum appears to want very good 
drainage and a dry site in winter. I am 
speaking subject to correction, but this Is, 
I think, most important. In summer it 


can evidently stand a good deal of mois¬ 
ture, provided the drainage is perfect. I 
was told recently of a keen grower who 
plants bis L. speciosum on the top of an 
Inverted flower-pot, with n modicum of 
soil between the bulb and the pot. The 
pot is empty, so that drainage Is perfect. 

Aster grandiflorus.— A word of cau¬ 
tion to those thinking of planting Aster 
grandiflorus. It Is exceedingly fine, no 
doubt, and valuable for Its lateness In 
places where it can open before hard frost 
comes. Hut this lateness is its undoing 
for most of us, and in most seasons I am 
compelled either to lift It and flower it in 
my small, cool, greenhouse or a cold frame 
(I have a high one for such things), or to 
go without its flowers. In some mild 
autumns it flowers in the open all right, 
but In others It is very disappointing. In 
this respect it is very like 

Stokesia cyanea, which in most seasons 
is a failure as an autumn-flowering hardy 
plant unless it is lifted and placed under 
glass. Happily, I have been lucky enough 
to secure Stokesia cyanea prceeox. This 
blooms with me generally In August, when 
I appreciate its fine blue flowers. 

An Amateur of Hardy Flowers. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

A fine form of our native Bear'e-breeoh. 

—I am pleased to find a fresh virtue in a 
plant I have admired for other good points 
ever since I first saw its beauty in the 
Roja Valley of the Maritime Alps. It is 
only a fine form of our native Hellebore 
(H. fcetldus), the Bear’s-breeeh, that is 
larger in nearly nil its parts. Yet, though 
the divisions of its leaves are longer than 
in our wild form, they are not so wide, and 
gain a great deal thereby in beauty. This 
season it has been in flower for the last 
fortnight, while the older inhabitant of our 
woods and gardens is only now showing 
the pale green bracts and buds as a curved 
spike among the crowns of deep green 
leaves, I believe the deepest coloured borne 
by any plant in tbe garden. I have long 
rejoiced in the wonderful contrast of black- 
green leaves and emerald-green, purple- 
edged blossoms of the native, winter¬ 
flowering plant, and have used it to fill 
dark corners where little else would grow ; 
but I was quite surprised at the beauty 
of the plants in tbe Itoja and Vdsubie 
valleys. They made a mass of stems and 
finely divided, Palm-like leaves over a yard 
across, and the flower-heads were more im¬ 
posing in their greater size and number 
of flowers. I brought away seed-pods, and 
find the resultant plants are developing 
into specimens as fine as their parents. 1 
also notice that they have a touch of red 
where the leaflets join the petiole, which is 
a great improvement on the uniform deep 
green of the old form.— E. A. Bowles, in 
Garden. 

Snapdragons.— Where a fine display Is 
desired the seed of approved varieties 
should be sown at once In pans or boxes, 
according to the number of plants re¬ 
quired. The idea that heat is required is 
wrong. Frost must be kept from the 
plants, but beyond this nothing more lu 
that direction is required, and the more 
sturdily and hardy the plants are grown 
in their early stages the better the after 
results. Those having glass erections at 
disposal will, under existing conditions, 
find no difficulty in accommodating the re¬ 
quisite number of boxes or pans. These 
should be well drained and the crocks 
covered with Moss or flaky pieces of leaf- 
mould. Fill them to within an inch of the 
tops with a mixture of loam and leaf- 
mould in equal pasts, with a fair quantity 
of sand added, which pass through a }-inch 
sieve. Make this quite firm, and on top of 
it place a layer, half an Inch thick, of tile 
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same kind of compost, which has been | 
passed through a fine sieve. Apply suffl- j 
eient water to moisten the soil down to the 
drainage. In the course of an hour sow 
the seed thinly and evenly over the sur¬ 
face of the soil, cover it very lightly with 
tine soil, place sheets of glass or slates 
over the pans ox* boxes, shading either with 
Moss or paper until germination takes 
place. If the soil is well moistened as 
directed but little water is required until 
the seedlings make their appearance. 
Should water be necessary apply it with 


very attractive when they open, which is in 
June and July.— S. Arnott. 


ANEMONECERNUA. 

In the Windflower family there are flowers 
of many colours and of great brilliance, 
ranging from scarlet to blue and white, 
but no other species so far known in gar¬ 
dens shows the strange colouring seen in 
Anemone ceruua, an illustration of which 
we give-to-day. It is found growing in 
open, sunny situations in the islands of 
Nippon and Saghalin, and reaches the 



Anemone cernua. From a draivinj. 


a very fine-rosed pot, and be careful not to 
float or loosen the seed.—A. W. 


Gladiolus byzantinus.—This is, if I am not 
mistaken, the hardiest of the genua. I should 
not like to say that it is hardy everywhere, 
but in warm, dry soils it can he treated as 
Practically a true herbaceous plant whioh may 
be left for year* in the soil. I have tried all 
the reputedly hardy Gladioli in the open, and 
G. byzantinus has been by far the most satis¬ 
factory. It grows about 2 feet high, and has 
red flowers, frequently ehaded with purple. 
The flowers, althoughjxjd of the size ^nd form 
o! those-of the brill/ant new hybf ' 


WHU pu. 

size and f 
bvid>. are 


yet 


mainland In Corea, extending over 
southern Manchuria, where it is common 
as a mountain plant. With this wide 
range of country it shows great variation 
in tlie size and depth of colour of the 
flowers and In greater or less abundance 
of the silky hairs that clothe it in every 
part. It flowered for the lirst time at Kew 
in April, 1902. The drooping flowers are 
subdued in colour, and there is a velvety 
richness in the dark sepals which is well 
set off by the wealth of yellow stamens 
and the hoariness of the leaves and stems. 


VEGETABLES. 


LEEKS. 

In the issue of November 23 “ Derby ” ap¬ 
praises Leeks at their correct value. lie 
is, however, wrong in assuming that the 
trench system is the best way to cultivate 
them, as quite good Leeks can be—indeed, 
are—grown annually in Scottish gardens 
without a tithe of the trouble entailed by 
“Derby's” system of trenches. I grant 
that for exhibition or if for any reason 
extra large samples are wanted the Leeks 
must be grown as he indicates. But when 
Leeks are required for everyday use in the 
kitchen far less trouble will suffice. We 
Scottish gardeners usually grow Leeks to a 
much greater extent than our brethren be¬ 
yond the Tweed, anti the method, except, ns 
lias been said, for exhibition, is as follows : 
—The quarter is well manured and deeply 
dug—trenched, if jtossible, in winter. Seed 
is sown in late February or early March, 
and as soon as the seedlings are S inches 
or 9 inches in height they are transplanted 
to their permanent quarters. The general 
practice is to make a hole with an ordinary 
dibber, to drop the Leeks in, and, as growth 
progresses, to draw further soil up to ttieir 
necks until the required blanch is obtained. 
In my own case, instead of the dibber I use 
an iron crowbar and make the hole so deep 
that merely the extreme tips of the young 
plant a re seen when dropped in. Even 
were there no further soil drawn to their 
necks I would still have I.eeks with 
9 inches of a blanch, 2 inches or 3 inches 
in diameter; in short, quite large enough 
for everyday use. I fear “Derby” must 
grow but a limited quantity of Leeks. Had 
lie to find room for from 3,000 to 4.000 
plants I fajiey that he would not be able to 
afford the space needful for trench cultiva¬ 
tion—not to speak of the labour involved 
in the making of these trenches and in the 
returning of the soil. Medium-sized pro¬ 
duce is, undoubtedly, the best. Such can 
be grown, as I have indicated, in lines 
14 inches apart, the plants at intervals of 
S inches In the row. 

A Scottish Gakdeneb. 


POTATOES ON GRASS LAND. 

In view of our being urged to grow as many 
Potatoes as possible next year, I would like to 
use a piece of land of about i an acre which 
is at present Grass Land and has always been 
so. Nothing has been done to it for years. 
Would it be possible to get it into order by 
next spring with a view to planting it witli 
Potatoes, and, if so, would you kindly tell me 
how to set about it? The soil here is light and 
sandy and poor, and the turf is rough. If you 
think this land can be turned to account for 
Potatoes I shall he glad to know what sort 
you would recommend to plant. I have plenty 
of cow-manure. Would Vaporite destroy the 
wire-worm which I am afraid is in the ground? 
—Mrs. Dawson, Surrey . 

[There is yet time for the Grass plot in 
question to be got into fit condition for 
the growing of a crop of Potatoes, but the 
preparatory measures had better be car¬ 
ried out without much further delay. To 
render the land suitable for the purpose 
it should be deeply dug, well manured, and. 
as you are evidently suspicious about 
wireworms being present, dressed with a 
soil fumigant such as that you name. 
The soil should be dug two spits deep or 
about 2 feet in depth. To do this pro¬ 
perly a trench 1 yard in width and two 
spits deep should be taken out at one end 
of the plot, wheeling the soil to the op¬ 
posite end, where it will be required ful¬ 
filling in on the completion of the digging 
or, as it is termed, trenching. After 
breaking up the bottom of the trench with 
a fork, mark off another strip of ground 
1 yard in width, and proceed to dig up 
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the soil, casting the top spit, Grass and all, 
into the bottom of the open trench, at the 
same time chopping the turf roughly to 
pieces. Shovel out the loose soil, and then 
proceed to dig up the bottom or second 
spit, and cast it over the turf. When the 
loose soil is shovelled up and thrown into 
the trench first opened it will fill it up 
rather above the surrounding level, but 
will in due course sink or settle down to 
the normal level. To resume, this will 
leave another trench open of corresponding 
depth and width to the one first opened 
out. Pork up the bottom, as before, mark 
off another strip a yard in width, dig this 
out, and so continue until the whole of the 
plot has been dealt with. If you have a 
sufficiency of manure, give both the top 
and bottom spits a good dressing prior to 
digging them up, but if enough for one 
only can be spared, then work it in with 
the second spit, as this when dug up will 
become the top or surface of the plot. Use 
the soil fumigant as per directions, and 
apply it to both spits of soil as the trench¬ 
ing proceeds. In March next apply a mix¬ 
ture consisting of five parts superphos¬ 
phate, three parts kainit, and two parts of 
sulphate of ammonia, at the rate of 4 ozs. 
per square yard. Mix it with the soil by 
digging the whole plot with a fork, at the 
same time break down the rougher par¬ 
ticles, which will leave the whole in fit 
condition for planting any time during 
April or May. If you think of giving up 
part of the plot to the growing of early 
Potatoes, you would find Early Puritan 
and Edinburgh Cnstle two very produc¬ 
tive varieties. Windsor Castle wonld 
prove a good succession ; while, for main 
crop and late supply plant Crammond 
Blossom, Arran Chief, and Up to Date.] 


TIIE TOMATO SEASON. 

The popularity of the Tomato appears to 
increase with each succeeding year, if one 
may judge from the market supplies and 
the demand that Is experienced. There 
have been in some eases almost record 
crops, while others have found consider¬ 
able trouble from the prevailing leaf 
diseases, which would appear to have been 
almost universally active—at any rate, 
with those who grow Tomatoes in quan¬ 
tity. It is strange that these leaf troubles 
come so freely to those who grow Toma¬ 
toes on a large scale, and yet when grown 
in tlie* amateur’s greenhouse there is 
seldom any leaf-spot. Some houses seem 
to invite these leaf diseases more freely 
than others, and there would appear to be 
a mystery as to their origin from year to 
year. It would seem there is no immu¬ 
nity from changes of stock, nor in the 
choice of variety, all being more or less 
affected when the season, structure, or 
treatment favours. Time was when mere 
size was the first aim.of the grower. I 
have recollections of individual fruits 
weighing IJ lb. to 2 lb. each, grown out¬ 
doors. The variety that used to give these 
giants was Perfection. To-day such fruits 
would not be recognised, and it is doubtful 
whether at any time they had any edible 
value. The large fruits used to realise 
the higher price ; now the opposite is the 
popular ruling. Small fruits are found to 
he much more convenient and economical. 

Each year brings with It some selection 
under a new name, and it is presumed that 
only by inter-crossing can the vigour of 
the plant be maintained, coupled with a 
heavy crop of the right size and sample. 
Hide’s Recruit last year made a good bid 
for popularity, and, generally speaking, 
this was the case, though I have heard ad¬ 
verse opinions expressed. Hengeworth 
Beauty was another prominent new sort 
that has done well. The well-known Sun¬ 
rise has been employed pretty much in the 
evolution of the jtfoETern Touiuiol as there 
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arc now several favouring this in size of 
fruit and freedom of bearing. It is not a 
good plan to continue saving one's own 
seed, this leading up to debility of leaf 
and poor crops. It is a common practice 
to save one's own seed from selected fruits, 
and it is a very good practice provided 
fresh vigour is introduced by purchased 
stocks. It is presumed by some good 
growers that leaf disease is less rife 
among cross-bred plants, but I fear, if the 
cultural conditions and the weather 
favour, disease will attack even the best 
plants. Washing down the houses during 
the winter with a solution of Cross’s Clnbi- 
eide has in some cases stayed the progress 
of the leaf disease. It may be diluted, 
too, for watering the soil both before 
planting and during the growing season. I 
saw a striking instance of the effectiveness 
of this fungicide this last summer, and I 
at once resolved to treat my Tomato-house 
in the same manner, first washing down 
the roof, walls, and stages, following this 
up by soil-treatment later on. Plants in 
one instance that came under my notice 
had not a vestige of disease. I had one 
batch of plants afflicted with black-stripe, 
another dreaded enemy of the Tomato, but 
I managed to save the plants by a course 
of sulphate of iron given jointly with 
nitrate of soda in quite small quantities 
of each. It is said there is no cure for 
black-stripe, which is no doubt true, but 
if one can stimulate the plants, and by 
careful treatment keep leaf-growth mov¬ 
ing steadily, it is possible sometimes to 
succeed. W. S. 


Onion sets.—Will you kindly tell me what 
advantages follow planting theee, and the beet 
way to grow them? 

[Some of the advantages of using Onion 
sets are :—(a) A strong plant to start with. 
Instead of sowing seeds which have to run 
tlie risks attendant upon germination and 
the subsequent fragile life of a tender seed¬ 
ling, you commence with a small but 
vigorous young bulb capable of looking 
after itself, (b) Immunity from Onion fly. 
Owing to the start secured by tile Onion 
set over a young plant from seed, by the 
time the Onion fly is about the plant is too 
big to suffer. (e) Earlier crops. By 
eliminating the tedious germination and 
young seedling stages the natural result is 
a much earlier crop of mature bulbs than 
could he obtained from seed. Not only 
this, but the bulbs are better ripened, be¬ 
cause tiiey attain maturity while the days 
are warm and sunny. (d) Culture and 
general treatment. The sets should he 
planted in the same way as Shallots. The 
tiny bulbs should be pressed into the soil, 
if the soil is light, and the soil made firm 
about them, leaving just the tips of the 
bulbs exposed. They may be set (i inches 
to !i inches apart in rows !) inches to 12 
inches apart. The time to plant is as soon 
as the soil is in a friable condition, say 
from about the second week in March to 
the middle or end of April.] 

Sowing Peas too early.—A few weeks ago, 
" W. S., Wilts,” called attention to the unwise 
plan of sowing seeds of Peas too early. His 
remarks that autumn-sown Peas " must be re- 
garded as a lottery,” I quite agree with. What 
is the use of sowing Peas before March in cold, 
damp localities and in heavy soils. In nine 
oases out of ten, from the middle to the end 
of March is 6oon enough, and if one does in¬ 
dulge in autumn or even January sowing, 
there are bound to he many failures either 
through depredations by birds or losses dur¬ 
ing bad weather. Far better is it to get the 
ground into good order by manuring, trench¬ 
ing, and ridging it, and so making it light and 
friable for the seed at a later date. It is nice 
to get an early dish of Peas, but I am con¬ 
vinced that the one who sows from the middle 
to the end of March usually stands the best 
chance.—W oodbastwick. 


THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom January 9th.— Winter Sweet (Chimo- 
nanthus fraorans), Jasminum nudiflorum, An¬ 
dromeda floribunda, Daphne Metereum, Cor¬ 
reas, Hamamelis • arborea, Garrya elliptica, 
Laurustinus, Erica lusitanica, E. carnea (in 
variety), E. mediterranea. Iris stylosa. Stern- 
bergia lutca, Christmas Roses, Galanthus 
Elwesi, Violets. 

Thb week's work.—T he weather during the 
past week has been mild and damp. As the 
ground is still too wet for working on, the 
final pruning of hardy climbers has been com¬ 
menced. If these are negleoted they soon be¬ 
come unsightly, especially thoee planted 
against the walls of dwelling-houses and 
similar places; moreover, unless periodical 
pruning and training be attended to, the 
chances are that many will be disappointing 
as regards their flowering. If all are allowed 
to grow at will, and are only renailed or other¬ 
wise secured, when they break away from the 
walls or pillars thickets of rubbishy growth 
result, which sooner or later have to be cut 
away. Clematises, owing to several sections, 
require different treatment in pruning. When 
purchasing plants, the amateur ehould ascer¬ 
tain to which section they belong, then tho 
after-treatment will be much simplified. For 
garden purposes the plants are divided into 
five sections—viz., C. florida, C, patens, C. 
lanuginosa, C. Jackm&ni, and C. Yiticella—and 
the pruning of all the plants belonging to a 
section is of the same nature. The florida and 
patene sections flower in late spring or early 
summer on the previous year's growth. The 
only pruning needed is the removal of old 
worn-out -wood. The lanuginosa section in¬ 
cludes the very large-flowered eorts, and these 
bloom during the summer on short shoots pro¬ 
duced from the old wood; pruning consists in 
shortening back the growths to well-ripened 
wood, cutting to a good plump pair of buds. 
Those belonging to the Jackmani and Viti- 
cella sections flower in the autumn, and un¬ 
less required to cover a very large area, should 
be cut down to within 1 foot of the ground. 
Great care is necessary in the training of 
them all, or the shoots will quickly form a 
tangled, unmanageable mass. The Mountain 
Clematis (C. montana) is best when allowed to 
grow naturally. Evergreen species should ho 
thinned out carefully, leaving sufficient growth 
to furnish their supports. One of the hand¬ 
somest varieties of this species is C. Armandi. 
from China. It has proved quite hardy in 
theee gardens, and has grown (on a Yew-tree) 
to a height of 20 feet. It has beautiful deep- 
green, glossy leaves, and flowers of the purest 
white. Wistarias are, perhaps, the most 
generally useful of all ornamental climbers. 
No climber is seen to greater advantage when 
grown over a pergola, especially the variety 
multijuga. the very long, pendulous racemes 
of flowers borne by these plants fitting them 
for the purpose. All the varieties are equally 
desirable for planting against the walls of 
houses, on trellises, or against trees. Until a 
plant has filled its allotted space, long shoots 
should be encouraged in moderate quanti¬ 
ties, the pruning being confined to the removel 
of the weak ends and the spurring back of 
lateral growths. After the allotted space is 
well covered, however, the correct method of 
culture is to induce spur growths by constant- 
pruning. for from wood in such a condition 
the greatest number of inflorescences may be 
expected. It is a good plan to prune all long 
growths back in July to within five or six buds 
of the base, then go over the plants again now 
and ehorten any late growths that may have 
been formed. The shoots pruned in Jtily 
ehould be cut back at the same time to two 
or three buds. Should an old branch show 
signs of deterioration, train a young one up 
beside it, so that the older one may be cut out 
eventually. Ornamental Vines should have 
all lateral growths cut hard back and the main 
branches made secure. Actinidia arguta usu¬ 
ally makes a lot of strong growths, and these, 
if not required for furnishing bare spaces, 
should be cut back to four eyes. As Actinidia 
Kolomikta makes, only short stubby growth, 
with an occasional trailing growth, it, there¬ 
fore, requires very littlo pruning: it is some¬ 
what tender, and requires the shelter of a 
warm wall, where it flowers uuoually. 
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6mt * writing the above the weather ba« be- 
come very ©old again, with high north-west 
wind accompanied by enow. 

F. W. Gallop. 

LUford Hall Gardens, Oundle, Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Seakale.—Regular supplies of Seakale can 
be more easily maintained now than was the 
case some time back, as the crowns will re¬ 
spond more readily when placed in warmth. 
As the season advances this will become still 
more apparent, and should bo taken into con¬ 
sideration when arrangements are being made 
for producing supplies of Kale at any parti¬ 
cular period. Forcing can be more expedi¬ 
tiously carried out in a Mushroom-house, which 
provides ideal quarters both in regard to heat 
and moisture. If part of an exhausted Mush¬ 
room bed can be spared the crowns can be 
planted into it direct. If given a good soak¬ 
ing of tepid water and afterwards covered to 
a depth of 6 inches or 8 inches with clean tree 
leaves to ensure growth where it pushes up, 
keeping clcee and compact, the Kale will not 
be long before it is ready for use. If pots or 
boxes have to be used instead, growth can be 
expedited by covering the crowns with inverted 
flower-pots or something similar. In this case, 
particular attention must be paid to watering. 

Outdoor forcing. —This method of forcing 
Feakale still finds favour, and a start may now 
be made if such has not actually taken place. 
A good supply of tree leaves is necessary, with 
enough stable litter added to them to ac¬ 
celerate fermentation as well as to hold the 
heat afterwards. Pots or something that will 
prevent the heating material coming into con¬ 
tact with the crowns must first be placed in 
position, after which fill in the spaces between 
them with the leaves and litter, tread firmly, 
and when complete, the bed should stand 1 foot 
above the tops of the pots. Space must be left 
clear above each pot for removing or tilting 
the covers to allow steam to esoape, as when 
the bed first, heats up there is always a risk 
c! the scalding of the crowns. The number of 
crowns and the frequency with which fresh 
crowns are to be covered depend on the de¬ 
mand. A dozen once a fortnight will ensure a 
moderate supply. 

Late Seakale. —This is grown in permanent 
beds outdoors, and takes up the supply when 
the forcing of specially grown crowns comes to 
on end. - Where a good-sized bed is grown it is 
usual to cover one half the crowns down now 
and the other half next month to form a suc¬ 
cession. The material for so doing consists of 
fine soil or flnely-eifted ashes, which are heaped 
over the group of crowns, mound-like, about 
18 inches high. Once covered, no further 
thought need be bestowed on them until 
growth takes place. 

Propagation. —The pieces of roots broken ofl 
when lifting took place in autumn and subse¬ 
quently when preparing the crowns for forc¬ 
ing should, as time can be spared, be made 
into cuttings some 6 inches or 8 inches in 
length, making a eloping cut at the lower end 
of each for the guidance of the planter. Sort 
them into two or three sizes, tie in bundles, 
and bury in ashes outdoors until planting¬ 
time arrives. 

Rhubarb.—This should be forced by all who 
rrow it in quantity to augment the food 
supply. Crowns which have up to now been 
exposed to th© weather will require but a 
genial warmth to excite them into growth. 
An abundance of tree leaves with some stable 
litter added will, when mixed together and 
afterwards formed into a bed some 4 feet high, 
best supply th© requisite amount of heat. 
Boxes or old barrels, in lieu of proper Rhubarb 
pots, should b© placed in position. Provide 
them with loos© covers which can be readily 
removed. Th© spaces immediately over them 
must be left open for ventilating and inspec¬ 
tion, especially soon after the bed heats up, 
which is the period when scalding of the 
crowns has to be feared. 

Forced Carrot a .—These are always appre¬ 
ciated, and will, where possible to produce 
• hem, b© still more in demand this season. 
Here.' as with the forcing of other vegetables, 
an abundant or an unlimited supply of tree 
leaves is a valuable addition. Pits with a 
flow and return pip© to keep out frost can be 
utilised, but at th© present juncture such can 
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frames stood on hotbeds consisting of three- 
fourths leaves and one-fourth stable-manure. 
The beds, if substantially built, will retain 
heat for a long time. They should not be less 
than 3 feet in height. Suitable soil for plac¬ 
ing in the frames when the bed or beds are 
ready is a mixture of loam, leaf-mould, a 
little old Mushroom dung, and a dash of fine 
lime rubbish. Old potting soil answers well, 
while those who cannot aflord either may get 
the requisite quaptity from the plot in the 
kitchen garden, stirring in a little fine lime- 
rubbish and soot when levelling it down to , 
form the seed bed. Sufficient of the compost, 
whatever it may consist of, should be passed 
through a $-inch sieve and employed for plac¬ 
ing on the top of the bed— i.e., on the rougher 
soil—some 3 inches deep to form a suitable 
seed bed. Sow the seed in drills 7 inches apart. 
Any of the Shorthorn or forcing type of Car¬ 
rot, such as Paris Market, are suitable for this 
purpose. 

Radishes.—A crop can be taken by sowing 
6eed between the rows of frame-grown Pota¬ 
toes, doing this as soon as the planting ia 
finished. This method is not always a suc¬ 
cess, neither is the yield so great as when 
a frame is given up entirely to them. A very 
gentle heat only is required. Therefore, a 
hotbed built on the same principle as for 
Carrots and about half the height named, if 
thoroughly consolidated, will suffice. Soil of a 
similar nature for sowing in, to the depth of 
from 7 inches to 9 inches, is required, and if 
the short-topped forcing varieties are selected, 
sow thinly in drills drawn 6 inches apart. 

Lettuces.—A bed should at the same time 
be made up for the growing of Cabbage Let¬ 
tuces. In this case the raising is best done in 
a greenhouse, and the plants, when large 
enough, afterwards pricked off into the frame. 
There are several varieties of the Cabbage 
type of Lettuce suited for frame culture to be 
had now. 

Seed orders.—The season’s requirements in 
the way of a supply of seeds should now be 
made out and the order sent to the seedsman. 
Varieties of vegetables which enjoy high repu¬ 
tations for their sterling qualities should be 
given the preference, this not being a very 
suitable season for trying novelties. In many 
instances whatever floral display is to be made 
this season will be with the aid of hardy and 
half-hardy annuals. The requirements in this 
direction should also be enumerated on the 
order list. 

Potatoes.—These should be very carefully 
looked over, putting on one side all of a suit¬ 
able size for planting, and rubbing ofl all 
growths on the others and returning them to 
the bine for present and future use. Seed- 
tubers of second-early and malncrop sorts 
should be placed close together in shallow 
boxes or trays, standing the latter, when full, 
one on the other in a cool, airy, and dry 
place. 

Fruit-tree planting.—There is. owing to the 
inability of growers to get the lifting, pack¬ 
ing, and dispatching of the trees carried out, 
much planting to be done yet. All who can, 
like to get their planting finished before the 
year ends, but as this desideratum has been at¬ 
tained, it is feared, in but very few cases, it 
will be interesting to learn the actual results 
attending planting at the present period. 

Cleansing of fruit-trees.—Between now and 
the end of the month this matter should have 
serious attention, choosing fine, calm days for 
carrying out the work. To attempt doing so 
when the weather is windy and showery is 
time, money, and material thrown away, and 
the result disappointment. Caustio alkali 
solution being the best of winter washes, 
should be made at the usual strength, and 
applied in the form of a fine spray to all 
parts of the trees in sufficient quantity to 
saturate Moss, Lichen, etc., on the stems and 
branches. The usual precautions as to the 
wearing of old clothes and rubber gloves must 
be observed, particularly where men hitherto 
unacquainted with the business have, through 
shortage of labour, to be employed. Any trees 
infested with mussel-scale should be painted 
over with the wash, as spraying has little or 
no effect on these insects. It is of little use, 
also, when used alone for American-blight, 
but an addition of petroleum at once trans¬ 
forms it into $n efficient remedy for the pur¬ 
pose. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Pruning.—The weather in this locality dur¬ 
ing the last few weeks having been all against 
getting pruning completed, the remainder of 
the work must now be pushed forward at 
every opportunity. Apples, Pears, and Plums 
in open quarters are now receiving attention. 
As the trees were attended to during the grow¬ 
ing season, very little now remains to be 
done beyond shortening any leading shoots 
according to the size of the tree and the 
amount of space available, and spurring in 
others to two or three buds. In largo trees 
that have filled their allotted space the branches 
and spurs very often become crowded. In 
such cases some of the worst placed branches 
and spurs should be removed in order to let in 
more sunlight and air. Standard trees are 
often more or less neglected, or are only ex¬ 
amined at intervals of a few years, and then 
are generally thinned too severely at one 
time. They should be examined annually, and 
any unfruitful branches or useless spray re¬ 
moved so that light and air may have free 
access to the centre of the trees. Young 
standard trees should be carefully pruned for 
the first three or four years, leaving seven or 
eight of the best placed branches to form the 
tree, shortening the leading 6hoote to about 
one-third their length. After the first three or 
four years very little pruning will be required, 
with the exception of the removal of any 
branches which cross each other. When the 
pruning is completed choose a mild, calm day, 
and thoroughly 6pray the trees with an alkali 
wash, taking care that every part of the tree 
is wetted. It may be necessary to spray a 
second time, and this should be done just 
before the buds expand. The spray, if pro¬ 
perly applied, will kill every particle of Moss, 
and destroy the eggs of many of the insect 
pests. It is advisable for the operator to wear 
rubber gloves and to work with his back to 
the wind to prevent the fluid being blown on 
to his face. Make secure by staking all newly- 
planted trees, use neat pieces of felt or some 
other soft material around that portion of the 
tree where the string is tied. 

Peach-trees which were started in November, 
being now in bloom, will require a moderately 
dry atmosphere until the fruits have set. 
Afford a little ventilation whenever the 
weather is favourable, and fertilise the flowers 
each day about noon, using a rabbit’s tail for 
this purpose. The atmospheric temperature at 
night should now be from 50 degs. to 55 degs., 
with a rise of from 5 degs. to 10 degs. during 
the day. During dull and damp weather it is 
desirable to employ a little extra fire-heat in 
the middle of the day to allow of the top ven¬ 
tilators being opened for a few' hours. The 
change of air thus obtained will help to pro¬ 
mote the setting of the fruits. 

Cuttings of Perpetual-flowering Carnations 
that were inserted in October and potted up 
into thumb-pots when rooted will now be 
shifted to 3i-inch pots in a compost of good 
fibrous loam, a little leaf-mould, mortar 
rubble, and silver sand. They are 6tood on a 
shelf near the glass in a temperature of 50 
degs. The latest batch of cuttings will now be 
inserted in sand and treated as described in 
previous notes. Chrysanthemum cuttings to 
furnish plants for general decorative work 
have been inserted, selecting sturdy growths, 
which appear as suckers from the base of the 
old plants. The earliest batch of Freesias ia 
commencing to flower freely. Freesias should 
be placed as near as possible to the glass. Too 
high a temperature is not good for them, the 
flowers coming thin and not keeping well when 
cut. Enough euccessional batches should be 
brought in as required, taking care to 6tako 
the plants before there is danger of their being 
broken down. 

Carrots.—Frequent sowings should be made 
during the next three months to ensure a 
regular supply of young tender roots, which 
are always much appreciated. These may 
either be grown in portable frames on mild 
hotbeds or in heated pits. I prefer the former. 
Use finely-sifted, light compost, and make 
the soil moderately firm before sowing. Suit¬ 
able varieties for forcing include Inimitable 
Forcing, Early Nantes, Favourite, and Early 
Gem. 

Asparagus may now be forced with the 
greatest It does best when brought for* 
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ward iu frames on sweet, mild hotbeds, the 
quality of the produce being far superior to 
that forced in greater heat and grown in 
houses a long way from the glass. The same 
frame may bo used for two or three batches, 
for as the season advances lees heat will be 
required. 

Seakale.—If pots have been placed over the 
Seakale crowns and covered to a reasonable 
depth with prepared fermenting material, it 
will be necessary to see that the heat does not 
become excessive, or the young growths will 
be so spindly as to bo of little use. All crowns 
it is intended to force in their permanent 
quarters should be cleared at once, and then 
covered with leaf-mould or ashes. The leaf- 
mould is the better of the two. Seakale com¬ 
mences to grow naturally very early in the 
spring, and if the crowns be not kept dark 
from the first they will fail to blanch. A sow- 
ing of 

Broad Beans will be mad© as soon as the 
ground is in a suitable condition. Land which 
has been trenched and inajiured some time 
previous to sowing is the most suitable for 
this crop. Drills should be drawn 3 feet apart 
and 3 inches deep, allowing 6 inches between 
the seeds. Improved Longpod and Broad 
Windsor are reliable varieties, both being of 
vigorous habit and the Beans of good quality. 
Reeds may also be sown at once in boxes, plac¬ 
ing the Beans 2 inches apart each way. Place 
the boxes in a cool-house or frame, and when 
the plants are hardened off plant ttyem out for 
producing a very early crop in the open. 

Spinach will be sown on a south border as 
soon as the weather permits, in drills 1 foot 
apart and 1 inch deep. As soon as the plants 
can l>e seen above the ground the surface-soil 
should be stirred with the hoe and afterwards 
be kept free from weeds. 

Scotch Kale is an excellent substitute for 
Spinach at this time of the year. In any case, 
it is a mistake to cut over the tops of the Kale 
if the most is to be made of the crop—rather 
gather one or two leaves off each plant. The 
side growths, which are invaluable in April, 
will be produced all the same, though some 
think it essential to top the plants to induce 
their production. We have lately experienced 
sharp frosts followed by heavy rains. As soon 
as the ground is dry enough to permit of work¬ 
ing, the crops of Broccoli and Brussels Sprouts 
will be examined, and all damaged foliage re¬ 
moved, so that air may circulate freely among 
the plants. F. W. Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Hydrangeas.—These are always useful early 
in the year, and will be doubly so during the 
present season—when bulbs are not in many 
places so largely grown as formerly. It is, of 
course, largely a matter of temperature to ob¬ 
tain Hydrangeas at any given period, and they 
are certainly very accommodating plants in 
that they will endure a high temperature with 
equanimity provided attention is paid to de¬ 
tails. Plants which were cut back in the 
course of last spring, and which may have 
produced anything up to half-a-dozen shoots, 
may now be moved to a temperature of from 
55 degs. to 60 degs. if they are wanted com¬ 
paratively early. If kept moving, it will be 
found that such plants do not lose their 
foliage eo readily as do pieces of greater age. 
Hydrangeas are notoriously thirsty subjects, 
but at the present time some judgment is 
necessary in watering, although the plants 
ought not at any time to feel the want of 
moisture. Weak liquid-manure is very bene¬ 
ficial; and, of course, a look-out must be kept 
for aphis. 

Show and fancy Pelargoniums. -If it be de¬ 
sired to have these showy plants in bloom 
toward the end of February, they ought now 
to be in their flowering pots. Very useful 
material can be had in 5-inch pots, and young 
plants in such pots will bloom freely. Older 
cut-back specimens of two years’ growth will 
make massive and free-flowering pieces in 
7-inch, 8-inch, or even 9-inch pots. The trusses 
are very numerous, but smaller than is the 
case with young stuff. The plants may be 
stopped once more: but it should be re¬ 
membered that repotting and pinching should 
not be done simultaneously. Very careful 
watering is essential in the case of Regal 
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Pelargoniums, any excess of moisture being 
quickly resented. The plants at present are 
better upon shelves near the glass, and, ex¬ 
cept during dull or frosty weather, there need 
b© but little heat in the pipes. As is well 
known, these Pelargoniums are predisposed to 
attacks of aphides, so that precautionary 
vaporiainga ought to be given from time to 
time. 

Chrysanthemums.—As has been previously 
indicated, the later Chrysanthemums have 
bloomed at au appreciably earlier date than 
usual. They are now rapidly reaching the 
shabby stage, and as no good purpose is served 
by retaining them, the plants will at an early 
date be cut over. The stools, however, will be 
preserved until the cuttings already put in 
give signs of growth. The space at present 
occupied by these late Chrysanthemums will 
be refilled with some plants—now reaching 
specimen size—of Dio6ma ericoides. Begonia 
fuchsioides. Coleus thyrsoideus, and other 
subjects which have been prepared for this 
purpose. 

Azaleas are always showy, and help to 
brighten up a house. It should not b© for¬ 
gotten that the slightest neglect in respect of 
watering is fatal to success. No matter how 
carefully watering is done, it may be expected 
that a certain proportion of the foliage will 
drop at this season; but if other cultural de¬ 
tails have been attended to this will not inter¬ 
fere with the flowering. Thrips are the special 
enemies of these plants, and will 6oon ruin the 
leaves if not kept strictly in check. If it is 
not for any reason convenient to vaporise 
them in the house which they occupy, they 
ought to be removed to a close house and 
attended to. 

Cyclamens, Primulas, and Cinerarias are 

usually grown in 5-inch or 6-inch pots, and are 
generally alluded to as “small stuff.” There 
is no reason why this should be so; and those 
who wish to have specially fine plants may pot 
these things on until they are in 8-inch pots, 
when the display will be correspondingly finer. 
In the case of Cineraria etellata, extra pro¬ 
mising plants may even be given 10-inch pots. 
Such pieces may very well reach a height of 
3 feet, and be almost as broad at the base, 
these being well adapted for furnishing largo 
houses. 

Stove.—When unfavourable weather inter¬ 
feres with the work out-of-doors—a possibility 
always present at this season—there are many 
little things which can he attended to in the 
stove. For example, Dracaenas which have 
lost their bottom leaves and have become 
leggy can be mossed up. I think tbi6 old 
practice is as sure as any, and the stem, when 
severed below the Moss after roots have been 
formed, can be cut into lengths and inserted 
in the propagating-pit for the formation of 
young plants. Brightly-coloured varieties—D. 
terminalie, for example—are always more 
effective (especially in the winter months) than 
variegated Dracaenas, such as D. Lindeni or D. 
Randeriana. By the way, the latter is much 
more effective when grown three plants in a 
pot, or, preferably, a pan. 5 inches in diameter. 
Leggy pieces of Abutilon Savitzi may be dis¬ 
pensed with after the tips have been taken 
and put into the propagating-pit. Crotons can 
be cut back, and as majiy cuttings as are re¬ 
quired may be inserted round the sides of 
6-inch pots, which should be plunged in a 
brisk bottom heat. 

Wall fruit-trees.—The pruning and training 
of the trees on the walls which were inter¬ 
fered with by a heavy snowfall have at length 
been finished, with the exception, that is, of 
Peaches and Nectarines. In the case of these 
trees, the foliage yet hangs to some extent, 
but, as everything else is finished, the work in 
connection with these will not occupy over 
much time when the trees are ready for atten¬ 
tion. The alleys and borders will, when the 
ground is a little drier, be forked uy and a 
good top-dressing of well-decayed manure, 
which has been reserved for this purpose, 
given to all alike. Judging by the numbers 
and the prominence of fruit-buds, the out¬ 
look for the ensuing season is a good one. 
What a pity it is we are eo dependent on the 
weather for a month in spring! 

Plants In pits and cold-frames.—In the 
case of boxes and pots of cuttings in pits which 
are heated by hot-water pipes, an occasional 


look round is needful in order that no damage 
may ensue from a too arid temperature. At 
the same time, any excess of moisture should 
bo guarded against, for it must be remembered 
that root-action is yet very limited. As re¬ 
gards stuff in cold-frames, the season so far 
has been comparatively mild, the frost so far 
never having required more than a single 
Archangel mat to keep it at bay. Ventilation 
is very needful on all suitable occasions, for 
damp is more to be dreaded than frost. No 
watering will be needed yet awhile, and nil 
dead or decaying foliage should bo promptly 
removed. A sprinkling of dry wood-ashes will 
be found of service among beds of Tufted 
Pansies, Pentstemone, Calceolarias, etc., when 
these are showing signs of damp. 

Vegetable garden.—With the excessive rain¬ 
fall of early winter, everything is full of sap; 
and in the event of a severe frost some amount 
of damage may be anticipated. Decaying 
foliage ought to be removed, and when the 
state of the soil permits let the digging be 
pushed on as rapidly as possible. The more 
of the garden which can be laid up roughly 
to the ameliorating influences of the weather, 
the better, but it is bad policy to work 6odden 
soil merely for the sake of getting it done. In 
such a case it is much more satisfactory to 
defer the work until the soil is, at least, 
moderately dry on the surface. 

W. McGuffog. 

Balmae Gardena, Kirkcudbright. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


Questions. —Queries awl answers arc in¬ 
serted in Gardening free of charge if corre- 
spondents follow these rules : All communications 
should be clearly written on one side of the paper 
only, and addressed to the Editor o/Gakdkninu, 
63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. 
Letters on business should be sent to the. Pud-, 
dish Kit. The name, and address of the sender 
are required in addition to any designation he 
may desire to be used in the paper. When 
more than one query is sent each should be on a 
separate piece of paper, the name and address 
being added to each. As Gardening has to be 
sent to press some days in adrtnice of date, 
queries cannot always be replied to in the issue 
immediately following their receipt. We do not 
rtpfly to queries by post. 

Naming plants. —AU who wish their 
plants to be rightly named should send fair 
examples of each—the stem, leaffoiver , or fruit. 
(Snippets of leaves and paints of shoots are use¬ 
less. ) Not more than four plants should be sent 
in any one week by the same correspondent. 
Where more than one kind is sent they should be 
numbered. Of conifers the fruit should always 
be sent. 

Naming fruit. —Several specimens in dif¬ 
ferent stages of colour and size of the same kind 
greatly assist in its determination. We luire 
received from several correspondents single speci¬ 
mens of fruits for naming, these in many cises 
being unripe and otherwise poor. We can under¬ 
take to name only four varieties at a time. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Bouvardias failing (E. L .).—You appear to 
have treated your Bouvardias well up to a 
certain time, but now you are starving them ; 
45 degs. to 55 degs. day temperature are not 
sufficient,and not giving fire-heat on cold nights 
accounts for damping off. To succeed with 
Bouvardias there should always be some 
warmth in the pipes at night to counteract 
damp. It is not eo much cold ae damp which 
is injurious, and during the day, with sun- 
heat and fire-heat combined, the house may lie 
kept warmer, with a free circulation of top 
air; 50 dege. to 55 degs. is not too high at night 
in mild weather. This will give you a nice day 
temperature. 

Treatment of Justicia carnea (Constant 
Reader ).—This plant can be easily propagated 
from cuttings, which can always be obtained 
by cutting back the old plant in January, and 
placing it in a moist heat, when new growth 
will speedily spring forth. These shoots 
should be treated similarly to Fuchsia cut¬ 
tings, putting them into pots of sandy soil in a 
good, brisk heat; they will soon root, when 
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th«y should be potted on singly into 3-inch 
pot*, using for com poet good turfy loam, some 
leaf-mould, rotten manure, and eand. Keep 
them rather close for a time after potting, 
until they begin to grow freely, when the tope 
may be pinched out to induce a bushy growth. 
Shift on a* required, and again pinch the 
point* of the fihoots. Give a rather moist stove 
temperature, and shade from hot sunshine in 
the summer. As the season draws to a close 
inure the plant* to more light and air, so as 
to harden the growth, and in the autumn the' 
plant* should flower freely in a temperature 
of about 60 degs. 

Thrlps and red-spider on Azaleas (S .).— 

Thripe are the greatest insect enemy of 
Azaleas, and red-epider also will much injure 
them. For the destruction of both, dip the 
plant* in, and syringe them with. Tobacco- 
water, to which is added some liquid Gishuret 
compound (directions for using which are 
given on the cans in which it is sold); repeat 
the operation as often a* the insects make 
their appearance. This is a better plan than 
fumigating, which often injures the leaves, 
and. so far a* red-spider is concerned, has no 
effect. 

FEU IT. 

Unsatisfactory Grapes (C. H .).—No doubt 
the cause of the mischief is what is called 
“shanking/* in a bad form. It is generally 
caused by a bad state of the roots, due to 
exhaustion of the soil, over-cropping, or over- 
dryneee of the soil of the border. This often 
occurs when the Vines are planted in a 
border inside the house. Examine the soil and 
see if this is the case, and, if so, thoroughly 
soak it with water, and if the soil is exhausted 
it should be renewed. In any case, a good top- 
dreaeing of turfy loam and broken bones would 
be highly beneficial, and in future do not over¬ 
crop the Vines. 

Thrip on Vines (C . R .).—Now is the time to 
get rid of thripe on your Vines, and as they 
usually infest the foliage it is an easy matter 
to get clear of them at this season when the 
Vines are leafless. Remove any loose bark on 
the canes, and then wash the rods with tepid 


water and 6oft-«oap—of course, presuming you* 
have first pruned the Vines to the required 
buds. Destroy the pruning*, and in washing 
do not injure the buds at the base or on this 
season’s wood for the next year’s fruit, but 
merely clean with a soft brush. After the rods 
are dry, paint with a mixture of Gishuret com¬ 
pound, sulphur, and clay, mixed to the con¬ 
sistency of paint. Well cover every portion of 
the Vine, and • tie the rods in position.' By 
doing the work now the insect* will be killed; 
and it is a good plan to remove the surface 
of the border, giving fresh soil. Lime-wash 
walls, adding some flowers of sulphur to the 
lime, and paint the pipes with lamp-black and 
boiled linseed-oil. This will remove any trace 
of the insects, and do not place plants in the 
house next season—anyway, plants at all 
dirty. 

VEGETABLES. 

Bowing Onion seeds under glass (Fill- 
basket ).—Sow thinly under glass in a shallow 
box or pan in January in gentle warmth, prick 
out into other boxes when fit <to handle, and I 
keep near the glass and well aired. About 
the end of April, when strong, plant out, with 
good balls of soil and roots, in deeply worked, 
well manured soil, 12 inches apart each way. 
Such varieties a* A ilea Craig, Maincrop, A 1, 
or Excelsior should produce fine bulbs if the 
seed is raieed in the way given above. Yes; 
Peas will do well in the way you suggest. You 
must be careful not to get them drawn, and 
they must be well hardened off before being 
planted out. 

Sowing Tomato seed (H .).—In a general way 
for a main summer crop the eeed should be 
sown in February, or early in March, in pots 
or pans of light sandy soil, placing these in a 
hotbed near the glass. When the young 
plants appear, move them to a warm house 
where they will be near the glass to get hard¬ 
ened by light and exposure. When large 
enough to handle, pot off singly, or two in a 
pot, standing at oppoeite sides of the pot. 
Keep them comfortably warm and close to the 
glass, pot on as required, and as the spring I 


advance* gradually harden ofl before planting . 
out. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Preserving netting (F. , S. If.).—The best 
thing for this is boiled linseed oil. The net¬ 
ting should be saturated in it while hot, then, 
when it has cooled, taken out, pressed or 
wrung, and hung up to dry. This renders the 
netting comparatively weather-proof, and at 
the same time fairly supple. 

_ i _ i 

SHORT REPLIES. 

Ignoramus. —The working hours of a gar¬ 
dener you give are those usual throughout the 
country. The other point you raise is entirely 
a question of arrangement between yourself 

and your head gardener.-L.—It would be 

advisable to clear away the plants that are 
overcrowding the Colletia, and so allow room 
1 for expansion. Better procure young, healthy 
' plants to put into the hedge, 03 there would 
be far more likelihood of such succeeding. 

Trials at Wisley. —The Royal Horticul¬ 
tural Society will carry out, the supply of 
labour permitting, trials of late Teas, 
Broad Beans, Beet, Onions, Shallots, 
Leeks, wart-resistant Potatoes, Stocks 
(annual), Esehscholtzins, and annual 
Poppies at their Garden at Wisley during 
the coming season. Seeds and bulbs for 
trial should be sent to thd Director, Royal 
Horticultural Society Gardens, Wisley, 
Ripley, Surrey (Horsley Station, D. & S.W. 

! Rly.), by January 31st, 1917. The neces¬ 
sary entry forms may be obtained on ap- 
j plication to the Director at the above ad- 
! dress. 

Royal Horticultural Society.— The Hall of 
I the Royal Horticultural Society being now 
occupied by the Australian Imperial Force, 
i the Society’s fortnightly meetings will he 
held at the London Scottish Drill Ilall, 
Buckingham Gate, • Victoria Street, until 
further notice.— W. Wilks, Secretary. 



SUNLIGHT SOAP 

Stands for Cleanliness 
with a Smile behind it. 

f T has ever been the mission of 
1 Sunlight Soap to win a smile 
of satisfaction from every user. 

“ Smiles from reason flow,” and there 
is a reason for every smile which 
flows from the use of Sunlight Soap. 

The great reason is, cleanliness means 
purification, and without pure soap you can’t 
have perfect cleanliness. That stands to 
reason. Children smile when mother smiles. 

£1,000 Guarantee of Purity 
on every Bar. 

Include a Tablet in your next parcel to the Front. 

The name Leoer on Soap is a Guarantee of Purily and Excellence. 
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GOOD SOUND MATERIAL AND WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED. SEND FOR CATALOGUE-FREE. 



Creenhousos, from £5 5s. 


Portable Huts, 60/- 


Poultry Houses, from 
35/- 


Motor Car Houses, 
£8 12s. 6d. 


Cucumber Frames, 

4 ft. by 3 ft., 32/6 
6 ft. by 4 ft.. 47 6 


Estimates for Every Description of Horticultural and Wood Buildings, Heating Apparatus, and Poultry Appliancos, Free. We also 
undertake repairs and alterations of or additions to existing houses or heating apparatus. 

COOFI 


Hygienic Heaters, 
from 2V- 


743, OLD KENT ROAD, LONDON, S. E. 

svery description, uonservatories. Forcing Houses, Rustic Houses, Huts. Dwelling* ‘ 
s, Workshops. Offices. Poultry Appliances, Dog Kennels, Rabbit Hutches, etc., etc. 


“Horse 
Shoe”t 
Boilers 

FOR ECONOMY. 

Heating Apparatus 
from Stock. 

A ek for Lint 82x. 

C. P. Kinnell & Co. 

Ltd., 

65, Southwark 8t., 
L0HD0N, S.E. 


THE VICTOR 

AND 

THE PARK. 




AWARDED DIPLOMA AND MEDAL AT THE ROYAL INTERNATIONAL HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITION-1912 - 


THE MOST PERFECT 
FERTILIZER M 
FOR _ 1 


GREENHOUSES 
GARDENS 
I M m. LAWNS, 


Lists ofPipes and 
Pitting b Free. 

T.W. Robinson 

Ltd., 

Den nib Iron 
Works, 

8T0URBRIDCE. 


FLOWER SHOW FIXTURES. 

1917. 


JANUARY. 

January 30.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

FEBRUARY. 

February 13.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Annual Meet 
ing and Committees. 

„ 27.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

MARCH. 

March 6.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Bulb Show (2 
days). 

„ 13.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

„ 27.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

APRIL. 

April 11.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

,, 17.—Royal Horticultural Society's Daffodil Show (2 
days). 

„ 24.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

MAY. 

May 8 —Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

,, 22.—Royal Horticultural Society, Uhelsoa (3 days). 

JUNE. 

Juno 5.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

,, 19.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

JULY. 

July 3.—Royal Horticultural Society's Summer Show (3 
days). 

„ 17.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

,, 31.—Royal Horticultural Society (dry bulb show). 

AUGUST. 

August 14.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

,, 23.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

SEPTEMBER. 

September 11.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Dahlia Show. 
„ 24.—National Chrysanthemum Society's Execu¬ 

tive Committee; National Chrysanthe¬ 
mum Society's Floral Committee. 

25.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Vegetable 
Show. 


We shall be glad if Secretaries of Horticul¬ 
tural Societies will kindly send the dates of 
their various shows to Editor, Gardening Illus¬ 
trated, 63, LincolrCs Inn Fields , London , W. O. 


THOS. JEAVON9, 
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)■** THE ONLY RELIABLE AND 
COMPLETE SUBSTITUTE for STABLE MANURE 


SCIENTIFICALLY AND CHEMICALLY PREPARED. 

lathe form of a leaf-mould, ready for use at any time, in the same way, and for all purposes that stable manure Is put. Goesfurthfifi 
(1 cwt. equalling 15 cwts.). gives better results, is clean to handle, sweet smelling, and free from weeds, worms, etc. 
Report of Royal Horticultural Society. " Your Patented Hop Manure has been used in the Society's Gardens at Wisley, and I 
am pleased to report that it has proved excellent for the flower borders, fruit and vegetables grown both under glass and out 
in the open air." (Signed) W. Wilks, Secretary, 

A beautiful Free Booklet giving full particulars and testimonials sent on receipt of postcard. 

BW BEWARE OF IMITATIONS; GENUINE ONLY IN ODR MARKED BAGS, CONTAINING GUARANTEED ANALYSIS."•tl 
Sold in Bags, 28 lbs.. 2/3; 56 lbs., 3/6; 1 cwt., 6/-; 5 cwts., 28/9: 10 cwts.. 65/-; for cash with order, we paying carriage by 
Plckford, London district, or to any station within 25 miles of London; 3d. per bag charged extra for every 50 miles or part 

beyond this distance. 

WAKELEY BROS. A CO., LTD.. 7j. BANKSIDE. LONDON. 

Also WAKELEY’9 GROUND CARDEN LIME. 3 - bushel bag, carriage paid 25 miles, extra as above. 
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r. dc T. ROSS, LTD., 

■*BURTON ST., HULL. Estab. 1843 


Letters Delayed in Post. 

Correspondents who expect attention by return to their 
letters are asked to note that postal deliveries are now 
made much later, and the time occupied by letters in 
transit is much longer than formerly. It is incumbent, 
therefore, that all advertising matter should be sent by the 
earliest possible post if it is to secure insertion. All com¬ 
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Fields, London. 


When writing to Advertisers please mention 
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inch (reduction for series). 

Advertisers not having a regular account at the office 
must accompany tlieir orders with remittance. Orders and 
advertisement copy should bo addressed — 
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and are interested in its pages, please fill up the accompanying form 
and hand it to your nearest Newsagent or Bookstall 
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Should you prefer to receive the copies by post it will be necessary 
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TUB TRADE FRAUD OF GRAFTING 
TREES AND SHRUBS. 

I took a great fancy this year to the Pekin 
Mountain Asti, which illuminated the gar¬ 
den with a fine mass of colour when few 
things had their usual beauty in that way. 
It is little or not at all known in England, 
so I wrote to the French house that sup¬ 
plied it and asked them to send me some 
not grafted. Here is their reply, and it 
shows well the humbug of the grafting 
business 

Hoe Sorbua Pekinensie sont grellCe hut 
C r*uegii« oxyacantlin. Ila proeperent mieui 
il»M lea sole lourds quaiul ila sont greflis 
qu’ arec leure propres ratines. 

It is absolutely unnecessary to graft a 
thing that seeds so freely as the Mountain 
Ash. The excuse is that things do better 
on a cool soil if grafted. Many things do 
perfectly well on what we call a cool soil. 
The French are marvellously clever at 
grafting, and can almost graft a pin on a 
needle. We badly want a nurseryman 
who will have nothing grafted in his place 
in the way of a tree or a shrub. W. 

NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

Informal nonsense.—The absurd use of 
the name formal or informal garden is 
dow spreading. I see in an American 
[.riper, and a well printed one, the follow¬ 
ing heading to a chapter“ Decorating 
the Informal Dining Room.”—W. 

Colchicum libanoticum. — A white- 
flowered si»ecies from Syria, and the only 
plant in flower in the open bulb border at 
Kew in the first week of January. Not 
more than 4 Inches or so high, its small, 
Crocus-like flowers occur in clusters, and 
Dot solitary ns in other species. It was 
also in bloom in the alpine-house. It is 
interesting rather than showy.—E. J. 

Root-pruning a costly delusion.— In my 
article on the above occurs this by mis¬ 
take ; “ We no more think of pruning 
Apple-trees than we think of pruning the 
Oaks in the woods.” It should lie root- 
pruning. We cannot dispense with prun¬ 
ing. essential if we are to gather good 
fruit. The mistake is the far too pre¬ 
valent way of forcing the tree to make un¬ 
fruitful wood.—W. 

Pirius Coulteri. —Some of your readers 
may be interested to know that one of 
these Tines was blown down at Higbnam 
Court, near Gloucester, by the gale of 
March 27th, 1910. The tree was broken 
off in four lengjfCs^ which uulasured 
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together nearly SO feet, and contained up¬ 
wards of 100 cubic feet. It had a wiieel- 
bnrrowful of coucs on it, up to 12 inches 
in length, some of which had been on the 
tree for years.—I. P. W. II. 

Clematis and its destruction. —I have 
just I ought in twenty-five plants of the 
best kinds of these from a nursery of good 
repute. On examination they were all 
found to be grafted on the “ Devil’s Guts ” 
(C. Vitalba) of the Wiltshire and Surrey 
hills, a trade practice utterly without re¬ 
gard to its effect on the life of the plants. 
We wash out every plant, and find the 
dark, coarse roots of the native kind, nil 
ugly mass, above it a few roots of the 
true plant are striving to make way; 
those we cut off and save for planting, 
throwing the stock on the lire.—W. 

Habranthus pratensis. — The brilliant 
scarlet Habranthus prateusis, which does 
so well in Norfolk, is equally fine in the 
garden of the Marquis of Ailsa at Culzean, 
where it lias been established in the flower 
borders for some time. It seems a plant 
particularly adapted to the eastern coun¬ 
ties of England, and many years ago it 
was successfully cultivated by the late 
Rev. J. G. Nelson, of Aldborougli. I do 
not, however, think that it is quite hardy 
far from the sea in the northern counties, 
ami with us in southern Scotland it is not 
too hardy without some protection. It 
does well with Mr. Osgood H. Mackenzie 
in Koss-sliire.—S. Abnott. 

Campanula Haylodgensis. — This came 
hero with Hypericum mimmulnrium from" 
Mr. Boyd's garden. They both succeed 
in the same position—viz., on the oast 
side of rocks. No slugs ever touch this 
Campanula, and the smallest rootlet will 
take hold of the soil at once. I gener¬ 
ally plant these rootlets in the winter, 
simply because I forget to do it at other 
times. Campanula Profusion is no good 
here. C. turbinata and its varieties are 
almost useless on account of the slugs. A 
thick powdering of granite chips some¬ 
times keeps them at bay, as was the case 
last summer, and I notice that when a 
plant has been eaten down the slugs 
kindly allow a second crop of flowers to 
open.—E. C. Buxto.v. 

Crassula lactea. —This is a native of 
South Africa, having been introduced in 
1771. It is not a showy species in the same 
sense as Crassula coccinea, but, flowering 
as it does in the depth of winter, it is very 
welcome. This Crassula forms a stout 
stem, or usually several stems, of a fleshy 
nature. The flowers, borne in spreading 
cymes, are pure white and of a starry 
shape. Though individually they are not 
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very conspicuous, yet when a specimen is 
freely furnished with thorn it is pretty, 
and, what is more, remains attractive for 
a considerable time. Its cultural require¬ 
ments are of the simplest, as all it needs 
is to be potted in ordinary compost and 
kept free from frost during the w'inter. 
Cuttings strike freely in the spring and 
summer. As with succulent plants in 
general, the cuttings do not need to be kept 
in a close propagating case. An excess of 
moisture at the roots during winter must 
be avoided. At the same time the plants 
should not he parched up.—K. R. W. 

Epimedium pinnatum.— The yellow Onei- 
dlum-like sprays of this species do not aj> 
[tear till March or April, as a rule, though 
the plant is worthy of note now by reason 
of its distinct leaf growth and evergreen 
character. Thinly planted, it makes a 
good groundwork for some Lilies, and is 
useful also in certain aspects of rock and 
water gardening, its roots always away 
from tile water. The species is good, too, 
in cool positions and in partial shade, and, 
with a generous root-run of rich soil in 
conjunction with shelter, will be found to 
attain its greatest vigour in these and like 
places. Occasionally it suffers in exposed 
places from March winds and late spring 
frosts, hence a little shelter will lie advis¬ 
able, otherwise it is quite hardy. Between 
forty and fifty years ago it was considered 
a good spring exhibition plant by the late 
Rolyert Parker, and was always included 
in his hardy plant exhibits in South Kens¬ 
ington days. 

Pyrus Folgneri.— This, one of the newer 
Pyruses, is perhaps the best of the many 
which have been introduced from China 
since the beginning of the present century. 
It belongs to the section of the family that 
has been known by the generic name of 
Micromelis, a name applied to a group 
which does not hear the calyx lobes upon 
the fruit, a familiar example being the 
Siberian Crab. The plant under notice 
docs not, however, resemble that species. 
It forms a moderate-sized tree, 25 feet to 
30 feet high, with slender, arching 
branches, which when young are covered 
with a mass of soft hairs. The iance- 
shaped leaves are dark green above and 
white beneath, the colour of the under 
surface being very effective when tho 
branches are stirred by wind. The flowers 
are white and borne in good-sized flat 
heads in May, a large number of inflores¬ 
cences being produced by each branch. 
Small red fruits, which, when freely pro¬ 
duced, are very effective, succeed the 
flowers. It ought to be given plenty of 
room, so that the beauty of its pendent 
branches may lie seen to the best ud- 
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vantage. It can be increased by seeds or 
by grafting or budding upon stocks of com¬ 
moner species. Seedlings, however, form 
the best plants.—P. 

Planting Apple orchards —There is one 
asjiect of this work which appears to have 
been overlooked by “ W.” when recently 
advocating more extensive planting of 
Apple-trees of one variety only. The 
writer made no reference to the now well- 
known fact of self-sterility among certain 
varieties. Perhaps Cox's Orange Pippin 
is a good example of a self-sterile sort. To 
plant an orchard with it without making 
some provision to supply its jxjllen de¬ 
ficiency would be to court failure. One 
way of meeting the difficulty in an orchard 
of self-sterile trees would Ik.- to intersperse 
a few trees of the best Crab Apples, which 
never fail to flower and fruit, in abund¬ 
ance. Yet another way would be, when 
planting a new orchard, to put the varieties 
in rows, taking care to include a certain 
number of rows of a variety known to lie 
self-sterile and rows of a free-setting sort. 
There is not much doubt but that modern 
planting by market growers, at least, is 
done more on the principle of batches or 
rows of certain varieties rather than num¬ 
bers of sorts.—C. Turner. 

The Cosmos.— To have the Cosmos in 
flower as early as possible is essential, 
especially in northern gardens, where in 
some seasons the ordinary varieties are too 
late to bloom. The American early varie¬ 
ties are a great boon in the colder districts, 
but even they should not be sown late if 
full satisfaction is to be obtained from 
them. It is desirable whenever iiossible to 
sow the Cosmos in gentle heat as early as 
January and February, and where this 
cannot be done, only the early varieties 
ought to lie consul red. The Cosmos is one 
of the most elegant of all annuals. The 
foliage in itself gives it a charm. It is 
Fennel-like in its aspect, and shows to ad¬ 
vantage the graceful llowers which sur¬ 
mount the plants (3 feet to 4 feet high) of 
this handsome half-hardy annual. They 
give us almost ail shades of white, pink, 
crimson, rose, and lots of intermediate 
hues in the newer strains. The treatment 
is the same as with other half-hardy an¬ 
nuals, but, as sowing early is recom¬ 
mended, extra care should be taken in giv¬ 
ing air to early seedlings to prevent them 
becoming drawn.—S. A. 

Rubus Ciraldianus. —This Chinese shrub 
was introduced ten years ago, and has 
already become popular for it is one of the 
most conspicuous of the several Brambles 
with white-barked branches. It is a sum¬ 
mer-leafing bush, forming stems 10 feet or' 
more long, which grow erect to a height j 
of 5 feet or (i feet and then bend over, the j 
lioints of the branches ultimately touching 
tiie ground. The leaves are each 8 inches 
or 9 inches long, and made up of about 
nine leaflets, but the flowers are small and 
inconspicuous, whilst the small, black 
fruits have little beauty. As is tbe case 
with other white-stemmed Brambles, this 
one gives tiie best results when planted in 
rich loamy soil, for the more vigorous tiie 
growth the better the colour, ns a rule. 
To secure uninjured young branches it is 
advisable to cut away the old branches 
early in summer before the development of 
young growths is interfered with, for if 
once a bush is allowed to become a thicket 
of old and new stems, it is very difficult to 
separate them, and much of the effect is 
lost if old and new wood is allowed to 
remain for a second winter. Two other 
useful white-stemmed Brambles are Rubus 
hiflorus and R. lasiostylus. Of the former 
there Is a very strong-growing variety 
called qninqiieflorus, which grows upwards 
of 12 foot high, wifli stems 1J ipeli through 
at the base.—B/ /-~v i-% 
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Saxlfraga cochlearis minor.— Were 1 
asked to name the most beautiful and 
useful of the Silvery Roekfoils, either for 
crevice planting or grouping, I should give 
this the pride of place. It is also cheap 
and fairly plentiful, hence may he planted 
freely. Known in gardens as S. valSensis, 
it is distinct from the true plant in more 
than one way, and while an easy doer, the 
true plant is both difficult and rare. Oc¬ 
casionally it is seen in collections as S. 
Probyni, and has been described as a dis¬ 
tinct species under that name. In early 
summer it bears elegant sprays of pure- 
white flowers. I refer to it now because 
of the good winter effect of its silvery 
rosettes, an effect which is enhanced when 
planted In dryish places. Dry overhead 
conditions, indeed, mean much to it at this 
time, hence it is one of the best for the 
alpine bouse. Producing liilloek-like tufts 
naturally, the clustering of the rosettes is 
in a measure a liar to free-flowering. This 
condition may lie obviated by rooting tiie 
rosettes singly in sand, pricking them out 
subsequently in permanent places. If this 
is done periodically, not. only is a better 
flowering assured, but presently a greatly 
increased stock of one of the choicest 
alpines. Loam and crushed limestone suit 
the plants well.— E. H. Jenkins. 


VEGETABLES. 

WINTER CUCUMBERS. 

From the middle of December to tiie 
middle of March is the most trying time in 
the whole year in which to maintain a 
fairly good supply of crisp Cucumbers, and 
in order to do this the cultivator should 
be provided with suitable accommodation 
in the shape of a low, light, and air-tight 
house, having, of course, a south or south¬ 
west aspect, and adequately supplied with 
top and bottom beat, so that a minimum 
temperature of from 00 degs. to 70 dogs, 
can be maintained, let the weather be 
what it may. To do this in very severe 
weather, it may be both necessary and ad¬ 
visable to cover the glass at night with 
mats; indeed, tills practice commends Its 
adoption during the winter months on the 
score of economy as well as a means of se¬ 
curing a more genial atmospheric tempera¬ 
ture. The plants during the period indi¬ 
cated above will require to be carefully 
attended to in the way of watering at the 
roots, ns well ns distributing moisture in 
the house. This, however, must be re¬ 
garded in accordance with the conditions 
of the weather and the plants, but a humid 
rather than an arid atmosphere should lx? 
aimed at. Therefore, during mild, dull 
weather there will be no necessity for 
damping the plants with tepid water from 
the syringe, in case mildew might follow. 
On tiie other hand, should the state of the 
weather he sucli ns to necessitate severe 
firing to keep up a sufficient amount of 
heat, a slight distribution of moisture in 
the house in tiie morning and afternoon 
will be necessary to counteract the some¬ 
what parching influence of the higlily- 
heated hot-water pi[ies. Cucumber plants 
being subject to canker, it will lie advis¬ 
able, as a preventive, to place some 
powdered charcoal around the individual 
stems. Should fly be troublesome, vaporise 
a couple of evenings in succession. 
Earthen or zinc troughs placed on the hot- 
water pipes and kept filled witli liquid- 
manure will have a two-fold effect on the 
plants — namely, tiie ammonia rising 
therefrom will with advantage he inhaled 
by Hie plants through the leaves, and at 
tiie same time prove detrimental to red- 
spider and other insect posts liable to at¬ 
tack the plants. 

Tiie shoots should lie kept well thinned, 
removing old shoots lo make room on the 


trellis for young ones os occasion may 
arise. No opiwrtunity should be lost in 
encouraging the plants to make a free, hut 
sturdy growth during the winter months. 
Therefore, whenever tiie plants show signs 
of exhaustion or want of vigour, remove 
forthwith a little of the surface soil from 
the bed in which the plants ore growing, 
and lay on in its place a like thickness of 
good friable loam and horse-droppings as 
a top-dressing, using about three parts of 
the former to one of the latter. This mix¬ 
ture should be put into the Cucumber- 
house tiie day before being used, to be¬ 
come slightly warm before placing it in 
contact with tiie warm, fleshy roots. This 
is very important, as also is 1 lie due obser¬ 
vance of the temperature of the water ap- 
plied to the roots. This should lie about 
75 degs. to SO degs., and water of this 
temperature given overhead to the plants, 
as well as to the roots, applies with 
equal force to all plants being forced. 
Much injury is done to plants by giving 
water at the roots which is of a less degree 
of warmth than the soil and atmosphere 
in which they are growing. Plants grow¬ 
ing in narrow, shallow borders, with liot- 
water pipes immediately underneath tile 
soil as a means of supplying bottom-lieat, 
should have liberal applications of tepid 
liquid-manure at the roots alternately with 
clear water. W. \Y. 


PREPARATION FOR PEAS. 

To have a good succession of Peas in tiie 
coming season, and to guard against tiie 
IKiesibility of drought where water cannot 
he conveniently applied, no time should be 
lost in preparing the ground. Experience 
has proved that Pons love a rich, friable 
soil, in which lime plays some part, and 
that if one is to have a really good supply 
a liberal quantity of rotted dung is essen¬ 
tial. Thought must be given, wiien making 
ready the place they are to occupy, to the 
possibility of a dry time, hence it is ad¬ 
visable to form a base with enough humus 
so that the roots, which penetrate to a 
good depth, may find moisture, coolness, 
and sustenance in a period of drought. For 
some years it lms been my custom to get 
out trenches 2 feet deep or more, at tiie 
bottom of which is placed vegetable refuse', 
over which some 9 iuciies of rotted dung 
are thrown. The top spit of soil is then 
dug in and left rough until towards the 
middle of February, when more soil is 
added, and with this a little manure is 
incorporated. A fortnight or so prior to 
sowing, 2 inches or 3 inches of light soil, 
generally that from the potting-shed, are 
scattered over with a dressing of super¬ 
phosphate of lime. When all is complete 
there are still some inches of room to the 
ground-level, enough to enable mulchings 
and liquid manure to be given later. Where 
it is not possible to easily procure super- 
phosphate a good dusting of ground lime 
should bo forked into tiie trench early in 
February. It may lie that some who read 
this note think all these details are trouble¬ 
some and unnecessary, lmt I have proved 
that if Peas are grown on tiie lines indi¬ 
cated, and given plenty of room, the result 
more than comiiensates for tiie trouble. 

Last year Peas thus grown went through 
several weeks with scarcely any rain and 
cropped well, and the secret why they did 
not turn yellow and dry off and fail, as 
did others on the same allotment, was 1 k>- 
eause in the one ease they wore grown in 
liberally-manured trenches, whilst die 
others had but scant and suiiorlicial treat¬ 
ment in regard to manure. A groat fault 
witli pewcomers is that they sow seed much 
too thickly and fail to thin afterwards. 
As a consequence. It is not long before 
there is a struggle fur survival of the 
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fittest and a general weakening all round. ; 
All beginners should study the directions 
given in most catalogues, or on packets, to 
sow thinly. Leahuhst. 


1VOTES AND REPLIES. 

Building a Tomato-house.—I wish to put up 
a Tomato-house about 20 feet long, and should 
be glad of suggestions from you as to how 
this should be done. It ie to be in the open, 
not a lean-to, and appearance is no object, as 
it is to be in the kitchen garden. I want the 
most suitable house for growing Tomatoes, and 
perhaps some American Carnations as well.— 
J. E. M. 

[The dimensions of n suitable span- 
roofed structure for the purpose named 
might be ns under:—Tengtli, from 20 feet 
to 25 feet ; width, 12 feet; height to ridge, 
10 feet: height from ground level to 
gutter plates (including front ventilators 
15 inches wide), 3 feet 9 inches to 4 feet. 
Provide top ventilators 18 inches wide, 
these, like those at the front, to be con¬ 
tinuous on either side of house and oper¬ 
ated by means of levers. The reason for 
providing ample ventilation is that the 
house may be required for Carnations.. A 


path, 2 feet 9 inches wide, constructed of 
cement, should run through the centre of 
house with a door at either end 3 feet wide 
and 6 feet 0 inches high. Construct a pit 
on either side of path, and enclose with 
brickwork. 2 feet 9 inches in height from 
Boor level. Brickwork to he 9-inch work. 
A flow-and-return hot-water pipe may, if 
desired be run through the beds or pits to 
afford bottom-heat. For top heat run a 
4-inch round the front on either side of 
house, and return them on top of the pit 
walls bordering pathways. The sash bars, 
1J inch by 2i inches, should be from 
10 inches to 12 inches apart, and held in 
place by T iron purlins. By using sash 
liars of the size named rafters would not 
be required. The sash bars should be rab¬ 
bited j inch in depth for holding the glass, I 
the latter to be bedded in putty, no top : 
pntty being required. The sash bars I 
should be painted twice before glazing ! 
takes place.] 

Peas and Beans for winter use.—We have 
heard lately a great deal about Potato cul¬ 
ture, but nothing about the cultivation of Peas 
and Beans for winter use. Would any of your 
eorTeepon dents kindly tell me: (1) Wbat kind 

Google 


of Pea is suitable for drying? (2) Would it be I 
safe to use as 6ee<i dried Peas sold by the I 
grocers, or have these been subjected to arti- 
ficial heat? (3) Could these Peae be eown in I 
late June after a crop of early Potatoes has 
been lifted? (4) To dry, should the pods be 
gathered when fully grown and then placed in 
an ordinary greenhouse until brown?— In¬ 
quirer. 

[(1) No particular variety, as all the 
Marrowfats are, we understand, suitable. 
(2) No; it would not be advisable. (3) 
No; but any of the lhst-early varieties 
mentioned in seedsmen’s lists would be 
suitable for the purpose. (4) We regret 
j not being in a position to afford you infor- 
i mat ion on this point.] 

French Beans.—In email gardens it is not 
always possible to provide room for Runner 
Beans, but no one need be deterred from grow- 
l ing the dwarfs. Like the Runners, they re¬ 
spond to liberal treatment, and, therefore, it 
should be the aim of all who propose sowing 
seed towards the end of April, or beginning of 
May, to see that they are, if possible, given 
rich quarters. If the soil ie heavy, it should 
be lightened by the addition of road-scrapings 
or decayed leaves, and thrown up in ridges 
until it is time to sow. Generally, French 


Beans are 6<>wn much too thickly. They can 
be planted in single or double rows, or on the 
top of Celery trenches, and should be at least 
6 inches or 8 inches apart. In a dry time the 
ground should be mulched to conserve as much 
moisture as possible, and liquid-manure be 
given after clear water has been administered. 
These Beans will do with plenty of moisture, 
and will yield well if liberally treated. Ne 
Plus Ultra, Negro Long Pod, and Canadian 
Wonder are tried sorts that may always be de¬ 
pended Upon. —WOODBASTWICK. 

Savoys for succession.— Sometimes in sow¬ 
ing 6eed of Savoys little consideration ie given 
to a successional crop, and it very often hap¬ 
pens that they all come in together. This can 
be obviated by planting, or, better still, sowing 
in the open ground seed of varieties that will 
ensure a longer supply. It is always better, 
where it can be done, to have a bed in 6ome 
corner of the garden where winter Greene can 
be sown and pricked out. as then, when oppor¬ 
tunity offers, they can be moved when most 
convenient with a minimum of root disturb¬ 
ance. Sorts that will give an early and late 
supply are : Dwarf Ulm, very early, and taking 
up little room; Tom Thumb, very dwarf, com¬ 
ing in in October; Drumhead, a well tried mid¬ 
season sort; and Norwegian, one of the latest 
and hardiest,—W. F. D. 


TREES AND SHRUBS. 

WINTER’S BARK-TREE 
(Dinsns Wintebi). 

This shrub is to be found in numerous 
gardens in Devon and Cornwall. A large 
specimen is a lovely sight when covered, 
during the month of May, with its ivory- 
white, fragrant flowers. It is a native of 
the Magellan Straits, and is far hardier 
than many plants that are not considered 
particularly tender. Some years ago an 
j exceptionally severe November frost 
I visited South Devon, and, while all the 
| shrubby Veronicas were killed, as well as 
Oiearia stelluiata, Drimys Winleri, which 
had been totally unprotected, had not a 
’ leaf injured. During a severe winter in 
Cornwall, when many tender shrubs were 
killed, Drimys Winter! was uninjured. It 
| is a rapid grower and soon makes a fine 
; specimen. 


THE HOLLIES (ILEX). 

The common Holly is one of our most 
beautiful native trees, as it is also oue of 
the most useful. The peculiarly rich shade 
of green of its glossy leaves is a consider¬ 
able asset, more especially when relieved 
by the bright red fruits, and although the 
tree may occur in large numbers in a par¬ 
ticular neighbourhood, it never becomes 
depressing, as is the case with the sombre- 
foliaged Yew. Soil conditions offer few 
difficulties, provided the ground is not 
water-logged, for good Hollies grow in 
heavy soil in conjunction with the Oak and 
Hornbeam, and they are also the com¬ 
panions of Pines and Birches on light, 
sandy, or peaty soil. From the South of 
England to the North of Scotland the Holly 
flourishes and is found both as a garden 
plant and a wilding. On the chalk of the 
Surrey Downs the Holly thrives, and many 
a copse and hedgerow are brightened by 
its presence, whilst the same may be said 
of the sandy pent land about Woking. 
Although we are apt to speak of the com¬ 
mon Holly as a bush, it really forms a tree 
of considerable size, and many specimens 
40 feet to 50 feet high, with trunks up to 
18 inches in diameter, may be noted, whilst 
records may be procured of specimens ex¬ 
ceeding 80 feet in height. Near the Speech 
House Hotel, in the Forest of Dean, a num¬ 
ber of very flue examples existed a year or 
two ago. The Holly withstands very severe 
pruning, which lias resulted in its beeoming 
very jxapular as a hedge plant; in fact, it 
is our most beautiful evergreen hedge 
plant, but it has also led to its maltreat¬ 
ment as a hush or tree, and the ideal speci¬ 
men Holly of some people is that it should 
be a prim, severely-clipped example of 
cone-shaped or pyramidal outline, a perfect 
mass of greenery from base to summit, 
with a closely-shaven, liedge-like surface. 
Needless to say, to the lover of Nature such 
plants are decidedly ugly and bear no com¬ 
parison in beauty to the freely-grown, well- 
developed specimens one is accustomed to 
see in hedgerows and woodlands. People 
are too often obsessed with the idea that 
a plant cannot do well if it is not pruned 
annually, whereas there are many subjects 
that would he infinitely better were they 
left unpruned or hut thinned a little. 
Pruning is in some cases necessary, but by 
no means always; rather give the plants 
plenty of room and allow them to develop 
freely. The 

Non-fruiting of Hollies is often a source 
of trouble to owners, and information is 
frequently sought as to the best means of 
inducing certain trees to fruit. In the first 
place it must be remembered that, as a 
general rule, Holly-trees bear male or 
female flowers only, and the former can 
never be expected to produce a crop of 
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berries, although au <xld berry from a per¬ 
fect flower may he borne now and then, 
As a rule, the best crop of berries is liorne 
by those female trees that stand close to a 
male tree, but plenty of berries is some¬ 
times produced by female trees that are far 
removed from male trees. An examina¬ 
tion of the fruits, however, reveals the fact 
that a very small percentage of the seeds 
is fertile. When selecting trees for plant¬ 
ing, it is therefore advisable to choose a 
considerable number of berry-bearing 
plants and a smaller number of male- 
flowered trees. The common Holly is a 
very variable tree, for not only do in¬ 
dividual plants differ in size and spininess 
of leaves, but on the same tree the leaves 
on the lower branches may be spiny, whilst 
those on the upper branches may be .almost 
or quite spineless. By propagating from 
these spineless-leaved branches varieties 
have been procured with almost plain 
leaves. On the other hand, there are varie¬ 
ties in which the spines are intensified, 
while they are not always on the leaf- 
margins. In habit, too, there is a good 
deal of difference, for specimens can be 
procured with stiff, erect branches, others 
with long, slender, semi-pendent branches, 
and others, again, in which the branches 
assume a distinct umbrella-like habit. In 
colour of berries there are, in addition to 
tlie familiar red-berried forms, varieties 
with orange and yellow' fruits. Perhaps 
the greatest variation is noticeable in the 
colour of the leaves, for variegation is 
prominent, and there are large numbers of 
varieties with gold and silver variegated 
leaves. In some instances the variegation 
is more or lees restricted to the margins, 
the centres of the leaves being green; in 
others the reverse is the case. When the 
variegation is about the margins there is 
not the same fear of the variety reverting 
to the type as when the variegation is con¬ 
centrated about the centre. People who 
are familiar with the so-called Milkmaid 
Hollies will remember how liable they are 
to produce green-leaved branches, while 
the golden and silver Queen types rarely 
produce green leaves. The large-leaved 
Hollies of the Shepherd! class are often 
classed with the common Holly as varie¬ 
ties, though they are really hybrids be¬ 
tween the ordinary Holly and the large- 
leaved I. Perado, or I. platyphylla and its 
variety balearica. 

Propagation.— Hollies can be increased 
in several ways. Species are usually pro¬ 
pagated by seeds, but varieties may be 
grown from cuttings inserted under a 
handlight or in a cold frame during July 
or August; by grafting on young plants of 
common Holly, previously established in 
small pots, indoors in spring; by budding, 
indoors or outdoors, during summer; or by 
layers in spring. Seeds usually take a 
long while to vegetate, and are often stored 
in sand for twelve months previous to sow¬ 
ing out-of-doors in beds, after which they 
may he from twelve months to twenty-four 
months before vegetation takes place. Im¬ 
ported seeds should be sown as soon as re¬ 
ceived, and it is wise to sow them in pots 
or boxes indoors in heat. 

Hollies may be transplanted at almost 
any period, provided there is little root 
disturbance and a large ball of soil is 
transferred attached firmly to the roots, 
but if root disturbance cannot lie avoided 
they ought only to be removed when the 
roots are in a state of activity, such as the 
commencement of the growing season in 
May and the end of the growing season, 
early September. Plants moved at either 
of those times usually grow well, whereas 
those disturbed in winter often die. The 
removal of a few branches at the time of 
transplanting is often attended by good 
results, as root injury is thereby to a cer¬ 


tain extent counterbalanced. Should dry 
weather follow planting, syringing the 
plants overhead twice daily will do good. 
Newly-planted specimens exposed to wind 
should tie secured by stakes, soft rope, or 
in the case of hedges by strands of wire 
until the roots are again active, while a 
mulch of decayed manure or leaves placed 
over the roots of newly-planted trees helps 
to keep the soil cool and preserves mois¬ 
ture. 

When choosing Hollies to plant as a 
hedge, care should be taken to obtain them 
well clothed with branches to the ground- 
line, for, once a hedge is commenced with 
gaps, it is often difficult to overcome the 
defect. The distance apart to place the 
plants must be decided by the size of the 
plants, blit it is rarely wise to place them 
wider than 2 feet or 2 feet 3 inches apart. 

The timber of the Holly is hard and 
durable, and is used for turnery. Ebon- 
ized, it is used for small objects, sucb as 
handles of teapots, etc. 

The following are some of the more im¬ 
portant Hollies : — 

Ilex aquifouum (common Holly).— 
Useful for garden or woodland. Of varie¬ 
ties, conspicuous ones are eamellimfolia, 
with handsome, dark green, few-spintd 
leaves, larger than those of the tyjie; 
donningtonensis and Srnithi, narrow- 
leaved, tall-growing varieties; Scotica and 
ovatn, with rounded leaves; myrtifolia and 
haudsworthensis, with small leaves and 
compact habit. Golden Queen, aurea mar 
ginata, Watereriana, and aurea marginata 
pendula are good golden-variegated varie¬ 
ties, whilst useful silver-variegated sorts 
are Silver Queen. Handsworth New Silver, 
argeutea marginata, and Silver Milkmaid. 
I. fructu luteo bears yellow fruit, whilst 
ferox, crlspa, crassifolia, latispina, ami 
monstrosa have ahnoruially-sliaiied and 
abnormally-spined leaves. I. pendula is 
the best of the green-leaved weeping 
Hollies. Of hybrids, I. .altaclarensis, I. 
Hodginsi, I. Sliepherdi, I. Mundyi, and I. 
Wilson! have all very large and handsome 
foliage. As a rule, these large-leaved kinds 
stand sea air well, hut are less useful for 
hedges than I. Aquifolium. 

I. cobnuta, sometimes called the Horned 
Holly on account of the peculiar horn-like 
arrangement of the spines, is a curious 
Holly from China. The leaves are yellow¬ 
ish-green in colour, the fruits red and 
smaller than those of the common Holly. 
It grows about 10 feet high, though it Is 
often much dwarfer. 

I. I'ekmi, a new Chinese Holly, is 
closely allied to the last-named, but is of 
more rapid growth, the leaves darker green 
and smaller. Introduced in 1900, there are 
plants in the country at least 8 feet high. 
It grows 30 feet high in Western China. 
The variety Veitchi differs from the type 
in its broader leaves. 

I. crenata is a neat-growing, dwarf 
Molly, often less than 4 feet high, with 
tiny, bright green, evergreen leaves which 
are sometimes variegated with yellow. The 
round' fruits are black and ripen in 
autumn. It is a native of la pan and has 
been known since 1804. If a neat ever¬ 
green is wanted for a bed on the margin 
of a lawn this may well be selected, while 
it is also useful for planting in the rook 
garden. I. e. major and I. c. Mariesi are 
distinct varieties with rounded leaves. 

I. dipyrena is a Himalayan Holly 30 
feet or 40 feet, high, suitable for the south 
and west, but not hardy enough for general 
culture. It has long, narrow, dull green 
leaves, with very small spines. The 
berries are large, oval, and dull red. The 
variety elliptica has wider leaves than the 
type. 

I. Integra is a very distinct Holly from 
Japan, where it grows into a tree 40 feet 


high. Here it forms a distinct pyramidal 
bush with dark green, spineless leaves 
which are softer than those of most 
Hollies. It develops into a handsome 
specimen and should lie more widely grown 
in the milder parts of the country. 

I. LATiFOi.iA may only be grown success¬ 
fully in the warmer parts of the country, 
but it is there well worth attention amongst 
other evergreens oil account of its hand¬ 
some oblong leaves, which are often each 
8 inches long and nearly 3 inches wide. 
The fruits are rather small and bright red 
in colour. It is a native of Japan, and 
was introduced about 1840. In its native 
country it grows 50 feet high. 

I. opaca is the N. American counterpart 
of our common Holly, and is sometimes 
called the American Holly. It is easily 
distinguished by its dull green leaves, 
which are yellowish-green beneath. The 
bright red berries are borne freely during 
autumn and winter. 

I. Perado. —This is sometimes met with 
in good condition in old gardens in Devon¬ 
shire. Cornwall, Ireland, etc., but, gener¬ 
ally speaking, it is too tender for outdoor 
culture, being a native of the Canary 
Islands. It is recognised by its large, oval, 
dark green leaves with few and small 
spines, and by its large, dark red berries. 
Growing 25 feet to 30 feet high, it usually 
develops into a dense, well-branched hush. 

I. 1’i.ATYi'jiYi.LA, another large-leaved 
Holly from the Canary Islands, is not very 
hardy, hut suitable for the milder parts 
of the country. Its leaves are more spiny 
than those of the last-named. The variety 
balearica, from the Balearic Islands, is 
hardier than the type, as also is the variety 
muderensis, distinguished by its brighter 
green leaves. 

I. vertici ll at a is a representative of 
the deciduous Hollies, at one time known 
under the generic name of Prinos. It 
comes from Eastern N. America, where it 
is widely distributed, forming a hush up 
t< i 10 feet high. The only time when the 
hush is really handsome is in autumn and 
early winter, after the fall of the leaves, 
for at that time the naked branches are 
wreathed with small and pretty coral-red 
berries. D. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Schizophragma hydrangeoides.— Self- 

clinging climbers are not common, if we 
except the numerous Ivies, but there are 
two or three useful ones which attach 
themselves to their supports by aerial roots 
in the same way os the Ivy. The best 
known of these is Hydrangea petiolaris, 
and an allied plant is Schizophragma 
hydrangeoides—in fact, the two plants have 
been badly mixed on many occasions, the 
former usually being supplied for the 
latter. Both belong to the Saxifrage order 
trad have much in common. They grow 
30 feet or 40 feet high, with broad, deci¬ 
duous leaves, bright green in colour, 
borne on long stalks. The flowers are 
borne in large, flat heads, many small 
fertile flowers appearing amongst a few 
large, white sterile blossoms. It is in 
these sterile flowers that the principal dif¬ 
ference between the two shrubs is notice¬ 
able, for, whereas the sterile flowers of the 
Hydrangea are regular in shape and made 
up of four bracts, in the Schizophragma 
one bract only is produced by each flower, 
that bract, however, being about 1J inch 
long and very prominent. It can be 
planted against walls, tree trunks, or 
fences, and is also very effective when 
planted to grow over the upturned butt of 
a large tree. Good loamy soil suits it, and 
it can be increased by pegging branches 
into the soil, and removing them when well 
rooted.—K. il-ficn 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

ROSES. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

' Rose Duchesse de Nemours is, as its name 
indicates, an old-fashioned Rose of Bour¬ 
bon strain -which deserves rescue from 
oblivion, for there is no better autumnal 
Rose for covering an arch. Its large 
blooms are a shade deeper in colour than 
those of Caroline Testout, and in this 
climate fNico) it is the better Rose of the 
two. Neither heavy rain nor a slight frost 
seems to have any bad effect on its firm 
petals. It has the one disadvantage of be¬ 
ing scentless, an unusual thing for a Rose 
of the Bourbon type. It is a Rose that 
strikes very easily from cuttings, and, in 
consequence, should still find a place in the 
gardens of Rose connoisseurs if a sudden 
fit of cold winter weather should occur. 
But let it alone and only prune out the 


poor and exhausted wood in February, and 
you will enjoy a sequence of fine blooms 
throughout the season. There is no other 
Rose that I have come across which is so 
marked in its habits. On a wall in Eng¬ 
land 1 should think its autumn blooms 
might be very beautiful where it was a 
little sheltered from dews and damp. I 
find that cut blooms last particularly well 
in the house. Its summer flowers are 
never very satisfactory, being more lumpy 
and irregular in shape and petal, so that 
it is as an autumnal Rose it should be 
recommended. — Ed. Woodall in Garden. 

Bose Mrs. Littleton Dewhurst. —Those who 
are reeking a good white climbing Rose would 
do well to include the above. A eport from 
Dorothy Perkine, it is more vigorous than its 
parent, exceptionally free-flowering, giving 
bug* trusses of pure white blossoms. For 
covering » pillar or arc-h where white flowers 
are required this is a desirable Rose.—E. M. 


“The English Flower Garden and Home 
3rounds." —Hew edition, 11th, revised, With descriptions 
t/ ail the lost plants, trees, and shrubs, thsir culture and 
arroeejrment, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium Svo, lis. ; 
put bee, lie. Od. Of ail Booksellers or from the oficc 
» UAP.DKxnBO Illustrated, 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
London, W.C. ^ 
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ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

WATERCOURSES IN GARDENS. 
Watercourses of the nature of that shown 
in the accompanying illustration are far 
from common in gardens, and rarer still 
amid such beautiful surroundings as those 
indicated. Where the two exist any skil¬ 
ful gardener with a knowledge of the 
plants suited to such places might easily 
make much of them. What to avoid in 
such a case is making the waterside a sort 
of dumping ground for plants for which 
no room exists elsewhere, and that species 
of overplauting—continuous planting—that 
obliterates all the natural contour and 
charm of the margin. Often enough the 
latter is beautifully fashioned and 
moulded, and glimpses of it cropping out 
from skilfully-arranged groups of plants, 
while restful to the eye, also improve the 
picture. In early spring such of the Nar¬ 
cissi as the “ Tenby Daffodil ” (N. obval- 


laris), N. pallidus prsecox, and N. Queen 
of Spain might well appear from the base 
of shrub groups where the soil is cool and 
moist, and equally so the Cyclamen- 
flowered Daffodil (N. cyclamineus), among 
the most interesting of all. 

Nearer the water, so that its roots may 
almost touch, the Gardenia-flowered Nar¬ 
cissus (N. poeticus fl.-pl.) should be seen, 
and, if more frequently given such places, 
in conjunction with permanent planting, 
much less would be heard of the so-called 
“ blindness ” to which, under opposite con¬ 
ditions, it is so prone. In turn King Cup, 
Globe Flower, Cannssia, Summer Snow¬ 
flake, Goat's Beard, with Spiraea palmata 
and S. venusta, of the same race, may be 
planted, with some of the modern hybrid 
Astilbes, Ceres, Silver Sheaf, and others, 
and those handsome species A. Delavayi 
and A. grandis if space j)ermits. It may 
be, too, that there would be room for some 
of the finer of the modern Primulas, 
Bulleyana and pulveralenta, revellers in 
moisture both, also P. Sieboldi grandiflora, 
also a lover of moisture and rich soils and 
a fine subject for carpeting the ground 
; from which later the graceful Lilium 


Gray! would spring. Did space permit, the 
Siberian Iris in its best forms might find 
a place! also I. Kcempferi, for which, how¬ 
ever, special soil provision should be made. 
Quite or.e of the most worthy subjects for 
these and kindred places is the Mountain 
leather Fleece (Stenantbium robustum), 
whose creamy plumes may reach 4 feet to 
5 feet high. Used in conjunction with the 
Panther Lily the effect is very good. 
Among Ferns Struthiopteris, Onoclea, and 
Royal Fern (Osmunda) should always have 
a place, and occasionally Torch Lilies, as 
shown in ihe foreground of the picture. 
The last needs to be employed with care, 
and, doing so well elsewhere In the gar¬ 
den, I should be inclined to use it sparingly, 
if at all, in association with water. 

E. H. Jenkins. 

Saxifraga Kellereri. —This promises to be 
among the earliest flowering of the genus, 
and is, this season, at least, so far as I 
remember, earlier than a year ago. It is 
also one of the most distinct of modern 


hybrids, and, withal, n good grower. With 
a certain affinity to S. Frederici-Augusti, 
the distinctly pitted leaves are narrower, 
longer, and far more acutely pointed than 
in that kind. Its fully developed rosettes 
are each nearly 2 inches across, the flattish 
leaves of which they are comprised some¬ 
what more loosely arranged than is usual 
in others akin. In this respect it com¬ 
pares with S. Bertoloni. The leafy stems, 
which are also covered with short glandu¬ 
lar hairs, attain to a height of 4 inches or 
so, and are terminated by a cluster of 
pendent, bell-sbai»ed flowers of a reddish- 
pink hue. Considered to be among the 
best of the red-flowered hybrids so far, 
there is yet abundant room for another 
one with more highly coloured flowers. 
Only distributed in 1912, experience is as 
yet young with it, though it appears quite 
content in loam and old mortar screen¬ 
ings in about equal parts. Doubtless, its 
true place will be as a crevice plant, and 
where, firmly wedged between limestone 
rocks, it should be seen to advantage. It 
will also be useful for the alpine-house by 
reason of its early flowering.—E. H. 
Jenkins. 




A view in the gardens at Mount Usher, Go. Wicklow. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

RED CABBAGE. 

Plentiful in gardens in winter, and 
hitherto often only used for pickling, red 
Cabbage well cooked is distinct in flavour 
from green Cabbage, and certainly more 
agreeable. Cooked as the Belgians cook 
it, it is excellent. 

The following are a few recipes which 
may help, and once its merits are recog¬ 
nised various ways of using will occur to 
the good cook :— 

Stewed Bed Cabbage.— Pour boiling water 
through it three times and drain thoroughly. 
Pry a chopped Onion in butter or dripping, 
add the drained Cabbage, and enough cold 
water to cover. Add two Bay-leavee and a 
pinch of salt, and boil until tender. Take out 
the Bay-leavee. season to taste, and thicken 
with a teaepoonful or more of flour rubbed 
smooth with a little cold water. 

Another way. —Clean a Bed Cabbage and 
trim off all tough parte. Peel and slice a large 
Onion and fry it in butter, seasoning with 
salt and pepper. Add a cupful or more of 
stock or gravy and the Cabbage. Pour half a 
cupful of vinegar over the Cabbage, oover 
tightly, and cook slowly for an hour or more, 
stirring occasionally. Serve very hot. 

Bed Cabbage a l'Allemande. —Trim a Eed Cab¬ 
bage and soak in cold water for an hour. 
Drain and shred, removing the core. Pry a 
small Onion soft in butter, add the Cabbage, 
with salt and pepper to season, cover and 
cook very slowly until the Cabbage is tender. 
Cook rapidly for fifteen minutes, stirring con¬ 
stantly. 

Bed Cabbage a la Babecte.— Slice a Eed Cab¬ 
bage very fine, sprinkle with salt, and add a 
peeled and sliced sour Apple. Stew slowly in 
a tablespoonful of dripping, a. chopped Onion, 
and enough hot water to keep from burning. 
When tender, season with vinegar, powdered 
Cloves, brown sugar, aud Cinnamon. 

Bed Cabbage a la Flamandb.— Trim and quarter 
a Bed Cabbage. Scald, drain, and chop fine. 
Simmer for an hour in a covered saucepan 
with a tablespoonful of butter, a chopped 
Onion, a Bay-leaf, two Cloves, salt, and a 
small piece of Chili pepper. Stir occasionally, 
take out the Bay-leaf, add a tablespoonful of 
butter, aud serve. 

Bed Cabbage a la Holland* ise.— Trim and 
shred a Bed Cabbage and soak it in cold water 
for an hour. Parboil for five minutes, then 
drain. Fry a email chopped Onion soft in 
butter, add the Cabbage and four tart Apples, 
peeled, cored, and chopped. Season with salt 
and pepper, and cook uncovered for thirty 
minutes, stirring occasionally. Add half a cup¬ 
ful of cream, reheat, and serve. 


THE I’OMELOE 

This has been of late misnamed in our 
markets by some too clever market men 
as Grape-fruit—a stupid name and leading 
to confusion. For many years before this 
name was given it was seen in Lewis Solo¬ 
mon’s shop in Coveut Garden under its 
true name, the Pomeloe. It is a fruit of 
the finest acid quality. 

Strangely enough, the taste for this 
fruit, once acquired, becomes keen. In 
certain restaurants Grape-fruit is in¬ 
variably used as hors d’oeuvre, and the 
lieopie who are in the habit of eating 
the fruit would almost as soon dispense 
with the piece do rixistance as with this 
exhilarating morsel. 

Ample testimony can be brought to 
I>ear in proof of the fact that Grape¬ 
fruit is a useful preventive of and cure 
for influenza. Let. the learned explain 
or contradict as they will, the hard 
fact remains. Grape-fruit is a mem¬ 
ber of the Citrus family, classed by 
some botanists with the Shaddock 
(Citrus Deeumana), but most probably 
it is a hybrid belonging chiefly to the 
same species as the Sweet Orunge. In 
appearance it resembles a large pale 
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Orange. The botanical side of the 
question is of small consequence; what 
matters is the inherent worth of the 
fruit. 

It flourishes iu Jamaica, Cuba, aud 
Porto Rico. Until about eighteen years 
ago no attempt was made in Jamaica 
to cultivate Grape-fruit, which was 
allowed to grow in a wild state and 
left on rhe trees until it fell from 
maturity. Suddenly there arose an 
enormous demand for Grape-fruit in 
America. With a singular unanimity 
of opinion members of the medical 
profession declared it a fine specific 
against influenza. 

Most of the fruit cultivated iu 
Jamaica owes its origin to plants im¬ 
ported from Florida. There is a 
variety iu which the bitter flavour is 
very slight, almost imperceptible in 
fact, and that is known as “ sweet 
Grape-fruit.” It is not nearly so 
highly esteemed as the bitter kind, of 
which the tonic properties are con¬ 
siderable. 

Large quantities will be on the mar¬ 
ket for at least a week, and samples 
of the fruit can be bought at prices 
varying from 2d. to 4d. each. There 
is, however, one temporary drawback 
in connection with its use. The most 
palatable method of eating Grape-fruit 
is according to the following simple 
recipe. The fruit should first be cut 
in two across the middle and the seeds 
removed. Then the core must be 
separated by passing the blade of a 
sharp knife around the part in which 
the seeds are emoedded. The space 
now left vacant by the removal of the 
core should be tilled with sugar, and 
the fruit allowed to stand for about 
ten minutes. The pulp is then cut 
away from the inner white skin, which 
is very bitter, and the remaining pulp 
and juice taken with a spoon. 

[The above is from tbe Telegraph. The 
use of sugar is a mistake. Good examples 
of the fruit are in no need of it.—E d.] 


SOME EVERYDAY DISHES. 

Pea Soup (from dried Marrowfat 
Peas). —Few people realise what excellent 
aud nourishing soup can be made from 
these Peas. Soak a packet of Teas in cold 
water overnight, drain next morning, put 
into a saucepan with one ounce of dripping 
or margarine, stir thoroughly until the 
Peas are quite hot, then add three pints of 
hot water to every pint of Peas, three 
small Onions, one Carrot, one Turnip, a 
sprig of Mint, and some trimmings of 
Celery if to hand. Boil gently until 
tender, usually about two hours; strain 
through a wire sieve, nibbing everything 
through that will go. Return the pulp to 
the saucei(an, season to taste, and add 
sufficient milk to make the soup of the re¬ 
quired consistency. Boil up again and 
serve very hot with fingers of fried bread. 

Potato Balls.— Steam the required 
Potatoes in their skins until tender, peel 
carefully, mash thoroughly, adding for 
every pound of mushed Potatoes 1 oz. of 
dripping or margarine, about two table- 
spoonsful of hot milk, a sprinkling of 
savoury kerbs, jiepiier and salt to taste. 
Form into balls, roil in flour or coarse 
oatmeal, fry in deep fat until golden- 
brown; drain carefully, anil send to table 
very hot. If more convenient, cold Pota¬ 
toes may be used for this dish. 

Potted Butter Beans. — Soak half a 
pint of Butter Beaus overnight, skin them, 
and boil with an Onion in the water until 
tender. About an hour is the usual time. 
Drain carefully, chop very finely, add a 
little butter or margarine, pepper, suit. 


aud nutmeg. Press into pots like potted 
meat. This is a very nice relish to eat 
with bread and butter and salad. G. B. 


NOTES AND HE PLIES. 

A winter salad. — Corn salad, sown 
thickly on any spare raised bed, is an ex¬ 
cellent addition to a salad, aud has a 
pleasant, rniid flavour. A few sprigs of 
Celery improve it, as do a few thin slices 
of a crisp Apple. Salads of cold boiled 
vegetables ure useful iu midwinter. 1 
never tried an uncooked salad so good as 
the above. Corn salad is often neglected. 
Tbe seed is quite cheap and comes up in a 
few weeks.—\V. 

Newtowns from Virginia. — I have the 
pleasure of getting, from JIM. Lewis Solo¬ 
mon. Central Row, Covent Garden, some 
good samples of these, the most delicious 
Apple I knoAv. The climate of that side 
of America (Virginia) gives a Pine-like 
flavour. The same Apple on the Pacific 
Coast does not possess this, though often 
well grown and very good for any purpose. 
This is tile Apple that first made the New¬ 
town famous in London. I have had it 
from the same house for forty years.—W. 

The Banana family.— To most persons in 
the teuqierate zones a Banana is a Banana. 
There are over sixty known varieties of 
the fruit, with as great variation in charac¬ 
ter as the different kinds of Apples. Hawaii 
is said to have something over forty dis¬ 
tinct varieties of the fruit, most of which 
have been introduced by the whites. Some 
of these are of a delicate and delicious 
flavour, while other kinds are used, if at 
all, only when cooked in various ways. 
There is scarcely a city house lot or coun¬ 
try “ kulcuna ” or homestead which does 
not have a clump or two of Bananas, which 
grow with practically no care, new plants 
or suckers shooting out to replace the ones 
which have fruited aud been removed. 

Chou de Bedford. — This is a delicious 
vegetable, easily grown, and takes up com¬ 
paratively little room. It is a cross be¬ 
tween Chou de Burghley and Couve Tron- 
chuda, and can be sown in a frame in 
March, or out in the oi>en in April and 
May for use in autumn and winter; while 
for a spring cutting a sowing should be 
made in August. Those who object to 
Couve Tronchudu, through its lack of 
heart, or because it takes up too much 
room, should try Chou de Bedford. The 
foliage is of a semi-transparent green, ex¬ 
cept that the stalks and mid-ribs are white. 
The Jeaves twist and cull iu such a fashion 
as to form a white heart, which makes an 
acceptable dish when cooked. 1 mention 
it thus early so that anyone mapping out 
his ground may leave room for a few 
plants us a trial in the current season.— 
Leaiiurst. ' 

The Loganberry. — While I prefer the 
Raspberry to the .Loganberry, I find that 
many people like the Loganberry as a jam. 
Nobody who has grown the Loganberry- 
can dispute the justice of the criticism by 
“ A Scottish Gardener,” on page 3, regard¬ 
ing the habit of ripening its fruit at irregu¬ 
lar intervals. Fnless we have a good num¬ 
ber of plants it is hardly jiossible to obtain 
a sufficient number of ripe fruits in any¬ 
one day, and it is generally neeessar.v when 
making jam to gather the berries for a few 
days in succession. Then the fruit is not 
at the same stage of ripeness, and over¬ 
ripe fruits are hard and the jam is not so 
good. The Bramble does not always make 
good jam, and in Scotland is mainly con¬ 
verted into jelly. An excellent jam can be 
made with either the I/oganberry or the 
Blackberry by adding Apples. I And the 
Loganberry prefers a dry summer. Last 
year the fruit, was not so good, and 
ripened irregularly. (—Scotsman. 
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Pear Conference on the Grass. From a photograph in the gardens at Gunnersbury 

House, Acton, W. 

Tear, be considered of the highest quality, ference, four iu number in the illustration, , what used to be the case in times past, 
but it falls but little short of that honour are somewhat dwarfer than most other , In many old gardens and orchards, fine, 
in my estimation. It is quite distinct in Pears. The following are doing well under vigorous, old trees still exist, which 
shape, long and tapering or pyriform. It the same conditions :—Beurre Superfln, silently attest to the interest and care that 
makes quite a handsome dish, too. The : Glou Morceau, Emile d’Heyst, Fondante ! were at that time bestowed on the stewing 
photograph in question was taken in 191(1. d’Automne, Fondante de Thirriot, Michael- 1 Pear, and how greatly the fruit as a dish 
It is, with us here at Gunnersbury, a most mas Nelis, Thompson’s, and Marguerite was then appreciated. In many establlsh- 
reliable cropper. Last year, even, when MariUat. The soil is a good holding loam i ments there is still a large demand for 
many Pears were bearing scanty crops, with a gravelly subsoil, the aspect about | these Pears, and they would,"no doubt, be 
" Conference ” was cropping well, and its due south. We water the trees when i much more largely consumed if they were 
quality this past season was better than necessary in dry weather, and a harrow- I more generally grown. I think it is due 
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more to the fact that they are so often not 
obtainable in a great number than to want 
of appreciation, evidence of which is, to a 
great extent, forthcoming by so many 
making use of the uuripened fruits of 
dessert Pears for stewing. These in a 
measure answer the purpose, or are better 
than none; but there is a vast difference 
in the quality when compared with a dish 
prepared from a true or typical stewing 
Pear. Again, using dessert Pears for 
stewing is but a make-sbift, and at the 
best they cannot be had for anything ap¬ 
proaching the length of time that the stew¬ 
ing varieties are available.—T. 


PEAR PASSE COLMAR. 

The note which appears at the foot of my 
remarks in your issue of January (itb 
would appear to expose a long-standing 
error, and perhaps will throw the neces¬ 
sary light on the confusion which exists 
with regard to this Pear. You state that 
Fondante do Panisel is a synonym of 
Passe Colmar. I see that Dr. Hogg gives 
this in his Herefordshire Pomona and also 


Panisel is given as a synonym for Passe 
Colmar. I think, however, we may take 
it that the two Societies in France would 
probably give the correct information in 
regard to this Pear. 

The following synonyms are given for 
each variety respectively :— 

Fondante du Panisel. — Synonymes: 
Delices cl'Angers. Deliees d'Harden¬ 
pont d'Angers. 

Pause Colmar. — Synonymes : Ananas 
d'hiver, Cellite, Fondante de Paris. 
Impciratrice, Passe Colmar dore, Passe 
Colmar gris. Passe Colmar tardif, 
. Passe Colmar vineux. 

'Fondante du Panisel. Synonymes: 
Deliees d'Hardenpont, Fondante du 
Paniselle, Fondante du Parlsel, Devices 
d'Ansrers. 

Passe Colmar .—Synonymes : Passe Col¬ 
mar £pineux, Colmar d'Hardenpont. 
Colmar dor£. lienrrtf d'Argenson. Col- 
. mar de Silly-Pr6cel, Morette sucrce. 

F. B. 

Springfield, Northampton. 

[In Arb. Fruit (Van Monx), p. STM, Fon¬ 
dante de Panisel is given as a synonym of 
Passe Colmar.— Ed.] 

- I am inclined to share with “ F. B.” 

the doubt as to your figure of this Pear 


Pear. It seems evident that at least two 
varieties have been confused. In my gar¬ 
den are two trees, the fruit of which is 
uniformly recognised as “Passe Colmar” 
by those who have been asked, and which 
conforms fairly well to the section given in 
Herefordshire Pomona (Hogg and Bull). 
A third tree (all are “ espaliers,” j.c., 
grown against wall, originally as oblique 
cordons) much resembles the other two in 
foliage, but is much more vigorous in 
growth, blossoming period much tiie same; 
cross pollination needs further trial, and 
my notes are away at home. The fruit is 
rather more like the Passe Colmar of the 
Sue. Pomologique de France. It has been 
submitted to various experts for diagnosis, 
one of whom has given two different names 
in three successive years, the third year 
producing diagnosis “ unknown." llad I 
been at home this year it would again have 
gone the round, but sufficient names, per- 
ha]ie, have been given. For instance, 
“Passe Colmar,” “Comte de Banty.” 
“ Round Sterckmanns.” Anyhow, it is 
not the two hitter, nor is it the “ Fondante 


,logue de la 
Social e 


Catalogs 


Pomologifiue 
de France. 


Lea Meilleurs 
Fruits, etc. 



Pear Passe Colmar (Les Meilleurs 
Fruits, etc.), reduced. 



Pear Passe Colmar (Societi Pomologique 
de France), reduced. 


in the Fruit Manual, but this is not in 
accordance with the particulars given iu 
the Catalogue Deseriptif des Fruits 
Adoptds par le Congrfes Pomologique issued 
by the Socidtd Pomologique de France, 
1006, and Les Meilleurs Fruits au Ddbut du 
XXe Siecle issued by the Socidtd Nationale 
d'Horticulture do France, 1907. 

Fondante de Panisel, as figured in the 
two works mentioned, agrees entirely with 
the figure given in your issue of December 
23rd, whereas the Passe Colmar outlines 
agree with those which I sent you last 
week. It would apiiear, therefore, that 
the Royal Horticultural Society grew the 
trees uucier a wrong name at Chiswick. 

It is interesting to note in further refer¬ 
ence to this matter that the same error, if 
it be an error, is made in J. Lindiey's 
Pomologia Britannica, 1S41; also in the 
“Guide to Orchard and Kitchen Garden," 
by George Bindley, 1831, which, I believe, 
was edited by J. Bindley. As Mr. J. Bind¬ 
ley was assistant secretary lo the Horti¬ 
cultural Society at tliat time it is evident 
that he drew his information from that 
source. In both I looks Fondante du 
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being correct. Decaisnes’ figure in the 
“ Jardin Fruitier” certuinly does not 
agree with yours of December 23rd. It 
can, however, be certainly said that Fon¬ 
dante de Panisel is not a synonym of 
Passe Colmar, but is a distinct variety 
altogether, being an Apple-shaped fruit. 
Both were raised by the Abb6 Hardepont 
at Mons, and the idea that they were 
identical seems to have been started in 
England by a remark in the Transactions 
of the Royal Horticultural Society (Vol. 
V.) when Passe Colmar was first intro¬ 
duced. English pomologists have since 
copied each other without verifying their 
references, but no French authority lias 
made this mistake so far as I can trace. 
A glance at the two varieties as figured 
in the Pomologie de la France of the 
Lyons Pomological Society will settle this 
question. The existence of several Passe 
Colmars is to be suspected as the cause of 
confusion in the first case. 

E. A. Bun yard. 

-I am glad to see that “ F. B.” has 

raised the question of the identity of this 


de Pauisei ” of the Soc. Nat. and Soc. 
Pomol. of France. 

Surely there must be room for a Porno- 
logical Society (if not a Pomological sec¬ 
tion of the Royal Horticultural Society) in 
this country to keep British ]>omology 
straight, and perhaps free from more or 
less indiscriminate Awards of Merit. If 
only considerable numbers of marks were 
deducted for faulty names at shows some¬ 
thing might be achieved; for instance, if 
“Cure” had to be exhibited as such and 
not as Vicar of Winkfield, if “ Santa 
Claus” had to be shown under its proper 
name (whatever that may be), Beurre 
d'Hardenpont, not Glou Morqeau, and so 
forth; at any rate, where responsible 
authority of Pomological Societies has 
fixed the synonym to he used. 

We have no central authority to lay down 
the law between Dumeller’s Seedling, 
Dumelow’s Seedling, Nonnanton Wonder, 
aud Wellington—to take one instance. 
Why not? H. E. D. 

Early pruning v. late pruning — Early in 
1916 I had a Pear-tree growing on a south wall 
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in full bloom. A friend of mine, looking at 
tbe tree, said: “When did you prune that 
tree?” I replied : “ In December.” He then 
eaid : ” If you had left the pruning till Feb¬ 
ruary it would not have bloomed eo early, and 
you would have had a better chance of getting 
eome fruit.” As a matter of fact, the frost 
has cut this tree three years in eucceeeion, 
there being no fruit. Kindly tell me if you 
think there is anything in this matter of late 
pruning?— Fish. 

(The fact of the tree having been pruned 
at the time named had nothing whatever 
to do with its failing to bear fruit. Had 
you protected the bloom in some way from 
frost, you would in all probability have 
been rewarded for your pains with a crop 
of fruit. There are various ways of doing 


this, not the least serviceable of which is 
lightly working in between the branches 
boughs of Yew, Spruce, or Laurel. Judi¬ 
ciously disposed all over the trees, these 
toughs ward off a considerable amount of 
frost.] 

Raspberries. — The canes may now be 
thinned down to the proper number—five to 
seven, if the old method of tying them to 
■'takes driven in 3 feet or 4 feet apart is ad¬ 
hered to, or that they will stand 5 inches 
to i inches apart when tied to the trellie wiree 
*ith fine, tarred twine. The canes can then 
be tipped some 5 inches above the wiree. Rasp¬ 
berries can hardly be over-done with manure, 
and. if it can be spared, well mulch the sur¬ 
face of the plot as soon after tying is com¬ 
pleted as circumstances permit. 
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OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

THE SCARLET MARIPOSA LILT. 

(Calochortus Kennedy!). 

Tin: genus Culocliortus, although a large 
and very iinjxirtant one, has not been so 
popular with the growers of hardy plants 
as it deserves to be. So far as our experi¬ 
ence goes, tile Mariposa Lilies are per¬ 
fectly hardy in English gardens, easily 
cultivated, and when weil done, few hardy 
flowers are more beautiful or interesting. 
Some of tlie species, the venuetus forms 
especially, are very richly marked. The 
Cnlochorti may be managed year after year 
by simply lifting when the stems die down, 
well drying off in a light, airy place, and 


replanting in autumn. They require a 
light, sandy soil and a sunny position, a 
southern exposed border for preference, 
as here the bulbs get riiiened before lift¬ 
ing, and never fail to give an abundance of 
bloom. 

The subject of our illustration, C. 
Kennedy!, the most brilliant and striking 
of all the Caloebortl known to us, has 
proved perfectly hardy in England. It 
grows about 18 inches high. The flowers 
are produced in umbels of four or five, the 
outer segments pale green on the outside, 
with white scarious margins. The inside 
is brilliant scarlet-red, the inner segments 
also brilliant scarlet except for a purple 
spot just above the base, bearded with a 


few tufted hairs; Ibe anthers are dark 
purple. It is by far the most brilliant 
member of the genus 


THE CULTURE OF THE VIOLET. 
There are some interesting notes on this 
subject at p. 069 (last Vol.) by J. C. 
Rristow-Noble, which include remarks by 
Mrs. Coleman, who is a cultivator of the 
plants in question. One of these remarks, 
while not directly attributed to the lady 
named, appears to indicate her method of 
procedure, and, as it is open to question, 
may be discussed with advantage. The 
passage referred to runs thus: “In this 
month (April), after suitable cuttings and 
runners have been taken from them for 
next season's use and planted in the gar¬ 
den, they (the plants) may bo thrown or 
given away. For each season young plants 
alone must be cultivated.” From every 
Joint of view tlie dictum of the last-men¬ 
tioned phrase is excellent. What I cannot 
agree witli is I hat Mrs. Coleman seems to 
defer propagating till April, and then re¬ 
sorts to plants that are more or less ex¬ 
hausted after a season’s work. Recog¬ 
nising that early flowers are the best and 
that Violets in “ March-April are plenti¬ 
ful, cheap, and unprofitable,” one wonders 
why their propagation is not begun long 
before tbe old plants are fit to be thrown 
away. 

When growing Violets somewhat largely, 
not for marketing the flowers so much as 
for producing clumps full of buds for early 
winter-flowering, it was a rule to make a 
start with cuttings as soon us the plants 
were housed or put into frames—usually 
quite early in October. At that time it 
was easy when lifting the plants to secure 
a few hundreds of the healthiest cuttings 
possible, beeliug them in till time per¬ 
mitted of their being dealt with. Inserted 
in boxes of soil or under spare lights—the 
latter much to be preferred—model plants 
for putting out in March resulted, and 
which, in turn, gave the finest flowering 
clumps. To youth and vigour by such 
treatment must be added mature clumps, 
which, by reason of age—the product of 
the early start—were capable of a great 
yield of flowers before the end of tlie year. 
As I read Mr. liristow-Nobie's figures there 
are but live months from the cutting-taking 
in April to tlie lifting in September in 
which the plants can make themselves, and 
plants so produced would compare most un¬ 
favourably with others prepared some 
months in advance. 

If Mrs. Coleman has not yet tried 
autumn cuttings I would certainly advise 
her to do so, since both the quantity of 
early flowers and the greater yield in 
winter are strongly in their favour. It 
may be policy in a flower-growing concern 
to extend the season of propagation from, 
say, October to February, in order to secure 
a better succession of flowers. In any case 
it would be better to be independent of the 
old flowering plants when these have 
finished their season’s work, since, if the 
residue from such—more or less exhausted 
as they must be—can give a good account 
of themselves in five months, how much 
better results might naturally be expected 
from plants started earlier and better 
rooted. Moreover, I have always found 
that autumn-propagated stock is cleaner, 
house-grown stock being more addicted to 
spider. 

The illustration accompanying the notes, 
at p. 069, is useful as suggesting where 
Violets do best. Too frequently they are 
grown under trees or given a place at the 
foot of a high wall, neither of which can 
do them justice. Forcing, too, is depre¬ 
cated, and that rightly. The exclusion of 
severe frost by artificial heat is, however, 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



The Scarlet Mariposa Lily (Calochortus Kennedyi). From a drawing. 




January 27, 1917 


gardening illustrated. 


admissible, and useful, too, for dispelling 
excessive moisture. This should not, how¬ 
ever, be taken as meaning that Violets 
under glass prefer a dry atmosphere. 
Rather is it the other way about, the plants 
preferring a shallow bed of soil on a more 
or less solid stage near the glass, and those 
inseparably cool conditions obtaining from 
ground floors in greenhouses and which 
have no near equivalent as retainers of 
moisture, or the influence for good these 
exercise on liardy plant life under glass. 

E. H. Jenkins. 
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many English gardens, it cannot be con¬ 
sidered hardy. It Is, however, just on the 
border-line, and the protection of a cold- 
frame is usually sufficient for it. It is 
still better for pots in a cool greenhouse 
or conservatory. This Peruvian Lily is 
about a foot high, and has lilac flowers, 
the inner segments slotted with red- 
purple. The white variety is an exquisite 
flower without any spots, and is not. often 
seen. Under glass I prefer deep pots and 
to plant about 3 inches under the surface. 
In the open the tubers may be planted from 
li inches to 12 inches deep.—S. A. 


growth-shoots during April and May. 
This is caused, generally, by striking the 
cuttings in November, which I consider too 
early when large blooms are the chief aim 
of the cultivator. Some varieties are 
much more liable to the premature pro¬ 
duction of flower-buds than others. 
Growers in the northern counties of Eng¬ 
land do not suffer nearly so much in this 
respect, as, the seasons being somewhat 
later, early growth is not so rapid. The 
cuttings of the weakest growing kinds 
should be put in first. By commencing 
with such varieties more time is allowed 
for a steady growth. This is much better 
than deferring the propagation until a 
later period, and then being compelled to 
place the cuttings in heat. The propaga¬ 
tion of the more robust kinds should be de¬ 
ferred until the last. For trained speci¬ 
men plants of various shapes to attain a 
large size, the early part of December is 
the best time for propagation, as it is quite 
necessary that such plants should have a 
long season of growth. For the produc¬ 
tion of bush plants, from the end of 
January to early in February will be soon 
enough to strike cuttings. Pompons are 
so useful that a thoroughly representative 
collection of Chrysanthemums is not com¬ 
plete without them. When exhibiting is 
the object in view, the end of December 
or early in January answers best for their 
propagation ; but for decoration only, the 
end of January or early in February will 
be soon enough. S. H. 

THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

IN bloom January 16th. — Jasminum nudiflorum. 
Andromeda Jloribunda, Lauruatinus, Winter 
Sweet ( Chimonanth-us frayrans ). Garrya ellijr- 
tica, Correas , Ilamamelis arborea. Erica carnea 
(in variety), B. lusitanica, E. mediterranea, 
Hclleborus niyer. Snowdrops, Sternberoia 
lutea, Cyclamen Coum, Iria atylosa, Violets, 
Primula Julia. 

The week’s work. —Wo experienced another 
heavy fall of enow on the 10th. The pruning 
of climbing plants i« being continued when 
the weather is fine overhead. Carpentaria 
californica, planted under a south wall, needs 
very little pruning, with the exception of re¬ 
moving any dead branches. Ceanothuses on 
walls are cut back to two or three eyes, and 
old, worn-out wood removed. Solanum 
criepum is a very strong grower, and is 
spurred hard bank each year, also removing 
a little of the old wood where necessary. The 
Winter Sweet (Chimonanthus fragrane), l>eing 
in bloom, is left alone for the present. After 
flowering, all strong shoots not required for 
furnishing the wall will be cut back, and dur¬ 
ing the summer any extra etrong Bhoots cut 
out, the aim being to secure as much well- 
ripened Bpray as possible, which will flower 
freely. Jasminum officinale is cut back to the 
main branches, and in spring the walls will 
soon be clothed with an abundance of flowering 
sprays. Jasminum nudiflorum is particularly 
gay at this season. Directly after flowering 
it will be freely shortened back. All spray and 
medium-sized shoots thus treated will flower at 
every joint the following winter and spring 
Hardy-flowering eummer-leaflng shrubs, having 
had all dead flowers and seed pods removed 
and all weak growths cut out after flowering, 
very little pruning is now necessary beyond 
thinning the growths to admit plenty of light 
and air. Bhrttbs, such as Deutzias, Weigelae, 
and Guelder Roses, that have a tendency to 
push up etrong growths from the base, should 
be encouraged to do so; but in the case of 
Lilacs, suckers and bottom shoots should be 
removed. Azaleas and Rhododendrons, owing 
to the natural soil in these gardens containing 
a considerable quantity of lime, can only be 
grown in raised beds of prepared soil. It is 
necessary to give these beds an annual top¬ 
dressing of fresh peat, leaf-mould, and a little 
decayed cow-manure. This will be done at the 
first opportunity. The Tree-Paeouy (Pa-onin 
kfou-tan) needs the dead points of last year's 
shoots cut back- jo tjie first strong buds, which 
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THE ALPINE POPPIES. 

In the last thirty years one lias seen in 
the mountains of Switzerland, here and 
there, the gardens adorned with that 
beautiful Poppy called Iceland Poppy, 
although the plant Is Asiatic as "ell as 
boreal. Bonvallot, who traversed Tibet 
thirty years ago with the Prince of Orleans, 
brought me some seeds of a yellow Poppy 
which was nothing else than Papaver nudi- 
caule in its form eroeeum. I sowed this 
variety, with several others obtained from 
England, in our garden Linntea in the 
Alps and in that of the Roches do Naye, 
above Montreux (at 0,000 feet elevation), 
and at both places we soon had a collec¬ 
tion of forms and colours, the Asiatic type 
having crossed with the pure alpine type, 
P. nlpinum, and Its varieties. Now the 
plant has become quite naturalised and 
grows like a weed everywhere on the top 
of the Roches de Naye and in the Linniva 
garden. The peasants in Valais sowed 
seeds of it in their cemeteries and gardens, 
so that Iceland Poppies are now among 
the commonest plants there. Twenty years 
ago I sowed it at Arolla, and the plant 
grew so well that all the peasants intro¬ 
duced it to their gardens in the Val 
d’Hdrens. Everyone speaks of the beauty 
of the picture made by these alpine 
Poppies, but the true alpine Poppy (P. 
alpinum) is far better than the exotic one. 
It is the rarest, too, as it crosses so easily 
with its boreal cousin and loses its charac¬ 
ter very easily. We are obliged in our 
mountain gardens to banish every Iceland 
Poppy in order to avoid the cross between 
both races; then we can grow P. alpinum, 
P. Burseri, P. Kerneri, P. pyrenaicum or 
rha-ticuni, which are all forms of the most 
exquisite of all the Poppies, and even of 
the alpine flora. They are, of course, local 
forms of the common type. 

There are certainly two distinct forms 
of P. alpinum, one being smooth nnd 
having the leaves very finely cut. The 
flowers are generally white or yellowish; 
sometimes white with yellow spots on the 
petals—this is called flaviflorum. The 
other is P. rhaeticum ( = pyrenaicum auet, 
not L.) which has the leaf segments 
bronder and entire. The flowers are very 
fragrant and generally yellow, but are 
white if on chalky ground. In the Enga- 
dine, and particularly at the Bernina, the 
flowers are deep orange-yellow. 

The T. pyrenaicum of Llnne is yellow. 
There is a P. Kerneri with finely-cut 
leaves, very short stem, and small, light 
yellow flowers. It is the minutest of all 
the alpine Poppies. 

All the alpine Popples like windy situa¬ 
tions. In these positions we plant ail the 
alpine Poppies and obtain good results. 
Poor, gravelly soil and sunny places are 
the best for them.—H. Corbevon in 
Garden. 

Alstroemeria pelegrina. — Growers of 
Alstrcemerias should bear in mind that 
this is not absolutely hardy, nnd should 
have some winter protection. I have seen 
it tried in some Scottish gardens in the 
open, but, even in places milder than 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

BEST TIME TO STRIKE CHRYSAN¬ 
THEMUM CUTTINGS. 

There is a variety of opinions amongst 
growers of Chrysanthemums as to which 
is the best time to insert cuttings. I 
think there is no hard-and-fast line to 
follow in the matter, us it occasionally 
happens that cuttings of some varieties 
cannot be had when desired. Some varie¬ 
ties are so slow In the production of cut¬ 
tings that as much as a month sometimes 
elapses before cuttings can be inserted. 
Nevertheless, good blooms can be had from 
such plants that have been struck later. 
Much, of course, depends upon what ob¬ 
ject the plants are cultivated for; there¬ 
fore, this should be borne in mind when 
preparing the cuttings. I will give the 
dates that I consider the best for inserting 
cuttings for the various purposes, 
although it is not absolutely necessary to 
carry out the work at the exact time named. 
It is not, however, wise to defer the opera¬ 
tion too long. The production of large 
flowers is now the system most largely 
adopted, the rage for size being on the 
increase. With this object in view, any 
time from about December 10th till the 
same date in January is suitable for put¬ 
ting in cuttings. When the cuttings can 
be had the former date is desirable, as 
more time is then allowed for steady 
growth in a cool temperature instead of 
resorting to a warm atmosphere. Growths 
so made have the best possible chance of 
becoming solid, through the proper matura¬ 
tion of the tissues of the plants. Some 
growers prefer to strike the cuttings in 
bottom-heat as late as February or March, 
but iu my opinion plants treated in this 
manner are never so good for the produc¬ 
tion of high-class blooms as those that are 
raised earlier, for the reason that there is 
not sufficient time for their proper develop¬ 
ment during the various stages of their 
growth. This defect is more clearly seen 
in the soft, sappy stems of plants struck 
late, more particularly when the culti¬ 
vator resides in the north of England, 
where the different growths are formed 
much later than in the southern counties. 
The wood of late-struck plants never 
ripens thoroughly, and unless this is the 
case it is useless to expect blooms of the 
finest quality. This is a decided disad¬ 
vantage much felt by growers in the ex¬ 
treme north of England. Another objec¬ 
tion to late propagation is the space re¬ 
quired to preserve the old stools or roots 
for the production of cuttings for two 
months longer than is necessary when 
early propagation is adopted. The cut¬ 
tings, too, are in a much better state at 
the date named for insertion than they 
will be two months later, as they are 
almost sure to become drawn and weak¬ 
ened. which much interferes with their 
future welfare. A good start is of much 
imjtortanee, and a check to the plants in 
any form is detrimental to their welfare. 

Another source of trouble to growers, 
principally in the south of England, is 
the production of flower-buds instead of 
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will soon rommence to swell. The larger 
bushes will be examined, and all weak shoots 
removed. If these Pseonies are grafted, 
suckers are likely to appear, and it is im¬ 
portant to remove these as soon as they are 
observed. Herbaceous Paeonies are groe6 
feeding subjects, and if no-t manured after the 
decay of their leafage last autumn, this should 
be done without delay. Remove the surface- 
soil from about the roots and apply a thick 
dressing of decayed manure, spreading it 
evenly all round them, afterwards returning 
the surface-soil, which should be trodden 
firmly. Any rearranging of herbaceous 
borders required should be done as soon as 
the weather permits. If necessary, dig or 
trench the border®, working in plenty of leaf- 
eoil or good manure if the soil is impoverished, 
remembering that herbaceous plants gener¬ 
ally are gross feeders. Before replanting, 
divide the old clumps, selecting the strong out¬ 
side pieces for planting, putting everything in 
good bold groups with due regard to colour 
effect. On no account should this work be at¬ 
tempted in wet weather. F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall Gardens, Oundle, Norlhants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Red and White Currants.—The pruning of 
these has in many instances yet to be per¬ 
formed. The delay in one sense i6, where birds 
are very troublesome, an advantage, as the 
bushes, even if already partly disbudded, will 
not be entirely denuded of buds. To protect 
such remain intact, the bushes must, after 
pruning, be dusted over with something of a 
deterrent or nauseous nature or the bushes be 
enclosed at once with wire or old fish-netting, 
<*herwiee the birds will quickly clear off the 
remainder. Established bushes should have all 
young shoots on spurs pruned back to two 
buds, leaving the leaders or point growths on 
the ends of the branches some 2 inches or 
3 inches long. Provision for replacing any 
branch or branches showing signs of decrepi¬ 
tude should be made by leaving strong, young 
shoots in convenient positions, shortening 
'farm to about two-thirds their length. Bushes 
orercrowded with branches should be judi¬ 
ciously thinned, dispensing with, when pos¬ 
sible. the oldest of them. Young trees not yet 
properly formed should be pruned so that the 
branches will ultimately stand wide enough 
apart for sunlight and air to play freely be¬ 
tween them. Spur side growths back to two 
and three buds. Shorten the leading 6hoots 
more or less according t-o the necessities of the 
case, and see that a well-balanoed head is pre¬ 
served. Look well after suckers at the base 
of old bushes, cutting them cleam out with a 
•*harp spado or spud. Their presence should 
serve as a warning to all about to propagate 
either Red or White varieties, and see that all 
buds are carefully picked out from each cut¬ 
ting. except five at the tip. If this is done, 
no suckers can push out afterwards. Another 
thing to remember is to have the cuttings of 
such a length that the stems of the future 
htiehes will not be less than 1 foot between the 
soil and the first lot of branches when ready 
for planting in their permanent positions. 

Black Currants.—These require no spurring, 
but an annual thinning of the wood only, 
when, a3 far os possible, an endeavour should 
be made to get rid of the oldest portions, 
which tends to keep the bushes well supplied 
with vigorous, young, bearing shoots at all 
times and lead up to the production of fine 
fruit. Independent of the big-bud—now so 
rife —many do not prune Black Currants 
sufficiently hard, hence the reason w'hy 
the bushes become crowded with a quantity 
of useless spray-like growths, instead of pos¬ 
sessing but a fair number of branches, carry¬ 
ing clean, robust-looking, young wood. Big- 
bud is more easily dealt with, in regard to 
band-picking in bushes grown on these lines; , 
in fact, if the attack is not a very bad one, 
the employment of juvenile labour will quickly 
clear the shoots of all abnormally large bud3 
present. Many also aitempt growing Black 
Currants oil etarvation lines. No greater 
mistake can b© made. The roots should always 
be kept well supplied with food by affording 
a dressing of well-rotted manure, if not every, 
certainly every other season. Now is the best 
time to apply It or aa^eoen as the priming is 
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Gooseberries.—These, like Red and White 
Currants, are much at the mercy of birds in 
woodland districts unless the hushes are in 
6ome way netted. Pruning, where it has not 
had attention, cannot be longer delayed, and 
in the absence of affording protection in the 
manner alluded to duet or syringe the bushes 
with a mixture of lime and soot where it is 
finished. This needs to be renewed after heavy 
rain. As regards the pruning, it is necessary 
to well thin the heads so that the fruit can be 
conveniently gathered. Spur back to two buds 
all side shoots on the branches, unless death 
or an accident has caused a vacancy in the 
heads, when a conveniently situated shoot 
should be left to supply the deficiency, which 
shorten to where the wood is firm and ripe. 
The leading growths may be cut back fairly 
hard or merely tipped according to the size of 
the bushes and space at command. The best 
dessert varieties should have thin heads, kept 
more open, and be somewhat harder pruned 
than those from which the crop will be 
gathered in a green state. The same care 
must be exercised in regard to the eradication 
of suckers as with Currants, and those who 
raise a few Gooseberry-bushes at home should 
see to it that before the cuttings are planted 
every bud except four or five at the tips is 
picked out. Newly-planted bushes should be cut 
back hard with a view to making them break 
vigorously, as these should under no considera¬ 
tion he allowed to bear this season. Examples 
which have been planted some two or three 
seasons need careful pruning, not only to se¬ 
cure good shapely heads, but to get rid as far 
as possible of the lowermost branches, especi¬ 
ally with respect to varieties which droop 
naturally. A little timely attention in this 
way each year prevents any great loss of fruit, 
in consequence of its being splashed with soil, 
taking place. To maintain Gooseberries in a 
productive condition the plots should be fre¬ 
quently, if not annually, well dressed with 
manure. If the Gooseberry caterpillar has 
given much trouble during the past season, 
clear, out the soil beneath the bushes and bury 
it as deeply as possible between the rows. 
Dress the exposed surface beneath the bushes 
with fresh slaked lime, then replace the soil 
with fresh from a plot near by and surface 
dress with lime afterwards. These are invari¬ 
ably the best means of preventing a repetition 
of an attack of this pest. 

Wall trained Currants and Gooseberries 
need all side growths spurred to two buds and 
the leaders shortened to half their length in 
cases where they have not reached their 
limits. Gooseberries may also be trained in a 
similar fashion against wooden fences or to 
wire trellises in the open. Grown thus they 
are very productive, and the fruit is easily 
protected from birds. A certain number of 
trees of Raby Castle and White Transparent 
Currants and Warrington Gooseberry should 
bo grown against a wall having a north aspect 
for late supply. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Apricots.—If not already done, the pruning 
of these should no longer he delayed. The 
bloom-buds of Apricots are the first to ex¬ 
pand, and a very little mild weather causes 
them to show signs of bursting. The pruning 
of Apricots should, as far as possible, be car¬ 
ried out during the growing season, and the 
winter pruning will then not be of a severe 
character. Remove any shoots that were over¬ 
looked in the autumn, and any ill-placed spurs, 
laying in any young shoots for which there is 
room. Very strong shoots on young trees 
should be left their entire length, training 
them 1 foot apart, as by cutting them hard 
back gumming is likely to result. By careful 
pinching in the spring these shoots can soon 
be induced to produce plenty of spure. The 
bloom-buds are very easily injured by fro6t, 
and some kind of protection should be in readi¬ 
ness to place over the trees as soon as the buds 
show signs of requiring it. 

Raspberry plantations should now be made 
neat for next season. Assuming that last 
last year’s fruiting canes were cut out soon 
after the crop was gathered, all that is neces¬ 
sary at the present time is to thin out any 
young canes where they are too thick, and tie 
the remainder neatly to the supports. The 
canes should be tied at about 8 inches apart 


on the wires. Clean thoroughly all weeds from 
the soil, and if the surface appears hard it 
should be carefully pricked up with a fork, 
afterwards applying a mulching of rich farm¬ 
yard manure. If any new plantations have 
been made this season the canes should be cut. 
down to within 12 inches of the ground 
directly they commence to grow. The autumn- 
fruiting varieties are worthy of cultivation. 
Two excellent varieties are Belle de Fontenay 
and November Abundance. The canes on per¬ 
manent plantations should now be out down 
to the ground-level, as the fruit is*borne on 
the new canes of the current year’s growth. 
Care must be taken to thin out the new shoots 
to a reasonable number early in the season in 
order that the remainder may develop into 
strong, well-ripened canes capable of bearing 
satisfactory crops. The Loganberry requires 
much the 6ame treatment as the Raspberry, 
but, needs more room, as it is a much stronger 
grower. It succeeds in almost any aspect, 
trained either on wires, fences, or poles. 

Cinerarias.—The earliest batch is coming 
into bloom, and is kept as cool os possible, 
ventilating the house on every favourable oc¬ 
casion. If green-fly makes its appearance the 
house must be fumigated at once or the blooms 
will be crippled and the plants spoilt. As 
Cinerarias are gros9-feeding plants, weak 
liquid-manure is afforded at every alternate 
watering, and an occasional application of 
Clay’s Fertiliser to develop all the flower- 
spikes possible. Bui 1)6 that are now being 
forced and have already filled their pots with 
roots require an abundance of tepid water at 
the roots. I have frequently found that hard- 
forced bulbs suffer from want of moisture at 
the bottom of the pots, although on the sur¬ 
face the soil appears sufficiently moist. 

Malmaison Carnations.- Young plants in 
6-inch and 7-inch pots are given all the venti¬ 
lation possible, even if the temperature of the 
house falls as low as 40 dege., the use of fire- 
heat being avoided as much as possible. 
Great care is needed with the watering, keeping 
the plants slightly on the dry side, but never 
allowing them to suffer from the want of 
water. Watch carefully for green-fly at this 
season. 

Jerusalem Artichokes.—Unlike most other 
vegetables, these maj r he successfully culti¬ 
vated on the same piece of ground for a 
number of years in succession, provided suit¬ 
able manure is applied and the ground is pro¬ 
perly prepared by deep digging or trenching 
each year. The present is a suitable time to 
prepare the soil by trenching and working into 
it a liberal quantity of farmyard-manure. If 
it is very stiff and retentive it will be well to 
add some burnt garden refuse, road-scrapings, 
or old mortar nibble. Medium-sized tubers 
should be placed 6 inches deep and 2 feet from 
each other in the rows, the rows 3 feet apart. 
This vegetable is neither fastidious as to soil, 
climate, nor situation. It is frequently grown 
as a wind-screen, or it may be planted 60 
that its growth may hide unsightly places dur¬ 
ing the summer and autumn. The newer 
white variety is superior in every way to the 
old purple-skinned form, the tubere being more 
shapely and their flavour superior. A liberal 
sowing of 

Early Peas will be made on a well-prepared 
south border as soon as possible. The 6oil for 
this purpose must be light and rich. The seed 
is sown in trenches, the soil from which is 
laid on. the colder side of the rows to protect 
the young plants from cold winds, which often 
prove more harmful than a few degrees of 
frost. Some varieties are hardier than others, 
and no sort should be sown in quantity at this 
early date that has not been tested or recom¬ 
mended for the purpose. I have found The 
Pilot and Early Marvel reliable varieties. The 
seed should be sown a little thicker now than 
will be necessary later in the season. Cover 
them with 2 inches of light, moderately dry 
soil, either from the bed in which they are 
sown or old sifted soil from the pot ting-shed. 
When a few inches high the stakes should be 
placed in position and branches of Spruce, Fir. 
or other evergreen placed amongst the Pea- 
sticks. 

Rhubarb.—The supply of Apples is decreas¬ 
ing. therefore Rhubarb is in greater demand. 
Larger batches of roots have been taken up 
at intervals and placed in a dark corner of the 
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Muehroomffiouee. In addition, some of the 
roots in the open ground -will be forced in the 
positions they now occupy. After the recent 
frosts, this will now force more readily when 
subjected to the genial heat obtained by mix¬ 
ing together a quantity of tree leaves with a 
little fresh stable manure. Ordinary tube or 
barrels with one end removed are more con¬ 
venient than the pots specially made for the 
purpose. Care should be taken not to employ 
more than sufficient heat to cause the plants 
to grow as quickly as they do ordinarily at 
their proper season. If these details are car¬ 
ried out, the fermenting materials removed 
in good time after the forcing is over, the 
beds forked, and no more stalks pulled during 
the present season, the roots will be little the 
worse for the slight forcing. 

General work.—During inclement weather 
Pearsticks are over-hauled, rejecting such as 
are of no further use, and repointing those 
that can be made to do duty again. The yard 
where the potting-soil, manures, and pots are 
stored is put in order. All refuse is burned on 
the garden fire, and the ashes saved for dis¬ 
tributing on freshly-cultivated ground. 

F. W. Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Lorraine Begonias.—The earliest of these 
are now past their best. They will be short¬ 
ened to just below the point at which they 
bloom, kept rather dry for a time, and then 
given a slightly higher temperature in order 
to induce basal growths for cuttings. The 
syringe will be used pretty freely twice a day 
in order to hasten the production of such 
shoots. Opinions differ as to the relative value 
of plants from basal cuttings and those from 
leaf cuttings. In reality, there is not much to 
choose between them, leaf cuttings being more 
easily procurable, while, on the other hand, 
there is less danger of damping when basal 
shoots are used. 

Bryophyllums.—These, too, are passing out 
of bloom, and, like the Begonias above referred 
to. may be quite easily propagated from basal 
shoots or leaf-cuttings. Both B. crenatum and 

B. calycinum are worth attention, although if i 
not frequently pinched in their earlier stages ! 
the plants are apt to be a trifle leggy. Good, I 
useful stuff can be grown in 5-inch pots. 

Ceropegia Wood!.—This forme a good addi¬ 
tion to trailing plants for draping stages, etc. 

C. Woodi is useful in 4-inch pots, and to do 
away with the rather bare appearance of the 
surface a plant of any of the Fittonias may be 
grown in the same pot. The combination is 
good; but, although I have not tried it, it 
might be equally allowable to use one of the 
more moderate-growing Ferns. 

Panicum variegatum (the Indian Grass), 
too, can be propagated at this time. It is 
useful for draping, and is not without value 
for cutting. Selaginelloe and Lycopodiums, 
too, may now be cut over. These, I think, are 
always more effective when grown in shallow 
pans. After dividing and repotting, careful 
watering is needed until growth is visible. 

Bulbs.—These have not been extensively 
grown during the present season. Now, how¬ 
ever, should occasion arise, it will be possible 
to lift and pot up plenty of Narcissi from the 
woodland. These, if put thickly into boxes and 
given a week in cold-frames, will quickly re¬ 
spond to heat, and are useful for cutting. 

Greenhouses. — Chrysanthemums are now 
practically over, and 6ome rearranging has 
again become needful. Arum Lilies and 
Diosmas are very useful to fill up vacancies. 
The latter is a favourite, not only for its ©mall, 
starry, white blooms, but for its faint fra¬ 
grance. Plants of Nicotiana Sander© and of 
Alonsoaa now begin to be useful, and the 
earlier lot of Sellizanthus is flowering. The 
plants of the latter have run up rather taller 
than usual, and have had to be supported by 
stakes. I have found that Schizanthue last© 
well when cut—that is, when the plants have 
not been subjected to too much heat. It is 
as well to give only as much water a© is needed 
at present ; indeed, I like to see the soil rather 
on the dry side. Among roof and wall plants. 
Acacia dealhata (the Silver Wattle) i© very 
bright, on the roof, and provides plenty of 
material for cutting When this ■fan he kept 
free ol scale it m:.k<-© a yyy . nn.iM-ntal plant. 


the yellow ©prays contrasting well with the cut 
leafage—green above and eilvery-grey below. 
Heliotrope is at all times attractive, and 
although when cut the blooms do not last very 
long, yet the perfume is always appreciated. 
Lygodium scandens (the climbing Fern) now 
begins to grow shabby, and may be cut over. 
This does well in a greenhouee or conservatory 
temperature, although if given the heat of the 
stove or of a vinery at work the trails will bo 
longer. Plants of Static© profusa, now in 
4-inch pots, are being moved on a couple of 
sixes. The greenhouse Tradescantias, Isolepie 
gracilis, and the various Campanulas can now 
be increased to the required numbers from 
cuttings, or, in the cose of Isolepis, by division. 
Smilax (Medeola nsparagoidee) is always useful 
at this time of the year. 

Peaches and Nectarines on walls.—During 
the week some progress was made with the 
training of Peaches and Nectarines on the 
walls. The promise for next year, so far as 
fruit buds go, is wonderful; and, contrary to 
expectation, the wood hoe matured very well. 
When training is completed the borders will be 
lightly forked up, and a good top-dressing of 
well-decayed manure will be given without 
delay. 

Hardy-flower borders.—In order to push on 
the work as rapidly as possible, advantage was 
taken of a few fine days .to make a beginning 
with the forking up of the hardy-plant 
borders. This is at a slightly earlier date than 
usual, but, as the majority of the bulbs are 
now showing, there is little risk of damage if 
ordinary care be exercised. In a general way. 
the use of the spade is deprecated, but if in 
skilful hands that implement may be used 
among the taller and more robuet plants in 
the back lines. Remembering that many her¬ 
baceous plants are gross feeders and soon ex¬ 
haust the soil in their immediate neighbour¬ 
hood, some assistance ought to be afforded to 
them. If manure is not over plentiful, a 
liberal dressing of half-rotted leaves is better 
than nothing. As the work progresses, care 
should be taken that the labels are not dis¬ 
placed or buried. 

Shrubberies.—In normal time© the question 
as to whether it is advisable or not to dig or 
fork among shrubberies gives rise to differ¬ 
ences of opinion. For once in a way, it is 
likely that the question will this season be 
solved by the shortness of labour. In the case 
! of newly-planted shrubberies, no objection can 
! be taken to easing up the ©oil. In shrubberies 
of some age, I prefer to dispense with digging 
or forking. The roots are mutilated, and the 
appearance of the shrubbery operated on i© by 
no means enhanced. In such a case it is much 
better to top-dress with some roughly-sifted 
leaf-mould, plenty of which is available in 
most places. 

Digging has so far l>een kept well in hand, 
and more trenching has been done than at one 
time seemed possible. Every advantage is 
being taken of suitable weather to push on 
this very important work. Frosty mornings 
are utilised for manure wheeling, and when 
the surface gets soft digging is continued. 
Altogether, despite the continued scarcity of 
labour, the work in this respect is not notice¬ 
ably further behind than was, at the time of 
the year, formerly the case. 

Onions.—A small sowing of Onions has been 
made in heat, although the bulk of the seeds 
will not be put in for a few weeks longer. 
Still, a few hundred plants from an early sow¬ 
ing are very handy. The varieties sown are 
Ailsa Craig and Cranston's Excelsior, two 
Onions which, for general purpose©, are hard 
to beat. 

Cauliflowers and Cabbages.—At the same 
time, small sowings of Cauliflowers and Cab¬ 
bages were made. Autumn plants of the 
former occasionally 7nake too much growth 
during winter, and are too leggy when plant¬ 
ing-out time comes. The benefit derived from 
such an early sowing therefore is considerable. 
The kind© put in are Walcheren and Erfurt— 
two very reliable Cauliflowers when a good 
strain is procurable. Cabbages at present 
©own are of the small types, which I think 
are to be preferred for early use to those of a 
larger size. Cauliflower seed© are given a mild 
heat, those of Cabbage© being sown in cold- 
frames. W. MrOrrroG. 

Balmae Gardens, Kirkcudbright . 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL 'SOCIETY. 

January 16th, 1917. 

The- first exhibition of the year took place 
on the above ditto at the London Scottish 
Drill Hall, Buckingham Gate, West¬ 
minster, where for many years prior to 
the Society going to YTncent-square the 
chief shows were held. Iii that under re¬ 
view there was much to remind one of 
many former exhibitions, the fewness of 
the exhibits being among them. The 
wintry conditions prevailing had prevented 
many exhibitors attending while the diffi¬ 
culties of transit had kept others away. 
All the same, the meeting was more or less 
representative — fruits, vegetables, and 
flowers being displayed. A collection of 
Apples from Crawley was very good, 
Orchids from a variety of sources em¬ 
braced not a few choice specimens ; veget¬ 
ables from' Reading were seasonable and 
good. Hardy plants were conspicuous by 
their absence, and we do not remem her a 
like thing occurring before. 

ORCHIDS. 

The principal novelty in this section was 
Odontoglossum Felicia (O. Thompsoni- 
anurn x O. crispuin), a dark maroon 
coloured variety with violet coloured tips 
to the sepals and petals. It gained a 
First-class Certificate. The pure white 
Calanthe Harrisi, Odontoglossum crispuw 
xanthotes (white), and Brasso-Cattleya- 
Lselia Joan were also remarked in the col¬ 
lection from Messrs. Charlesworth and 
Co. In that from Messrs. Armstrong and 
Brown, the outstanding novelty was Odon¬ 
toglossum Conqueror (O. illustrissimum x 
O. crispum), the resulting hybrid a hand¬ 
some, well-blotched O. crispum, coloured 
violet and white. Award of Merit. Other 
notables in the group were Odontioda Sey¬ 
mours*, Cypripedium Actmus Langleyensc, 
Oattleya Pereivalliana alba (very pure), 
and a delightful series of the hybrid Odon¬ 
toglossum s for which this firm is noted. 
Very handsome, too, was the new Cypri¬ 
pedium Lathamianum Cardinal Mercier, 
shown by the Rev. J. Crumblehblme. 
Clacton-le-Moors, Accrington, its hand¬ 
some dorsal sepal of brownish-crimson and 
white rendering it conspicuous. An Award 
of Merit was granted to it. A like award 
was given to Odontioda Gratrixa? Bryndir 
variety of intense crimson hue. It was shown 
by Dr. Lacrosse, Roehampton Lane, For the 
very promising Odontoglossum Peter (a 
dark-co loured, freely-blotched variety, 
with white margin), Flory and Black we ye 
given a Preliminary Commendation card. 
Mr. Pantia Ralli receiving a Cultural 
Commendation for a well-grown Odontioda 
Keighleyensis. In a group from Messrs. 
Hassal and Co., Cymbidiums were promi¬ 
nent, C. Capelin, C. Sybil, and C. lustra 
being remarked among others. Two pure 
white Cattleyas—C. Snowflake and C. 
Mary Sander—were noted in a small group 
from Messrs. Sander and Sons, together 
with Cymbidiuin Doris, C. Gottianum, and 
C. Alexander (whose tall spikes are highly 
ornamental at this time). Messrs. J. and 
A MacBcan showed Cattleya Brenda (pure 
white), also Odontioda Diana, O. Charles- 
worth i, and O. Brad.shawm (the red and 
white flowers of the last distinct and 
highly ornamental). 

GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 

The principal exhibits under this head 
were those of Carnations, some of the 
varieties showing excellent colour. Of 
these, Salmon Enchantress and Enchan¬ 
tress Supreme were of exceptional merit, 
both for colour richness and size of bloom. 
White May Day and Wivelsfield White 
were the best of this colour, the richly- 
scented Bishton Wonder being also in good 
form. .These wore from Messrs, All wood 
Brotbersr who a^so'showed a variety of 
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seedliug Perpetual-flowering Malmaisons. 
The bright and varied collections of 
winter-flowering Zonal Pelargoniums from 
Messrs. H. Canncll and Sons afforded a 
welcome touch of colour, some two or three 
dozen bunches being staged in as many 
varieties. Of these, Mrs. J. Lawson (a re¬ 
cent novelty with rose-pink flowers) was 
among the most attractive, Golden Lion 
(orange-salmon, very distinct and good), 
Countess of Kadnor (deep cerise), Louis 
Chauvine (salmon chequered with white), 
and Sir Thomas Hanbury (crimson) were 
others of merit. Cyclamen Crimson St. 
George is a novelty that commanded atten¬ 
tion at once. It is one of the silvery- 
leaved class, valuable alike for its hancl- 
some leafage and its richly-coloured 
flowers. It was shown by the St. George’s 
Nursery Company, and gained an Award 
of Merit. Carnations and Begonias were 
among the chief tilings shown by Messrs. 
Stuart Low and Co., the new Begonia Mrs. 
J. A. Petersen (with brilliant carmine 
flowers and rich bronzy foliage) being quite 
an attraction. Carnation Eileen (rich 
salmon colour) and Bed Ensign, which 
gained an Award of Merit at the Winter 
Carnation Show, are novelties of the 
moment, and both are of considerable 
promise. In addition to these, good 
flowers of Mrs. Myles Kennedy (a novelty 
among Perpetual Malmaison - flowering 
varieties) was also on view. Erlangen 
tomentosa was shown in the cut state by 
Messrs. G. Bun.yard and Co., Maidstone. 
Its reddish-mauve coloured flowers render 
it both striking and distinct. 

SHBUBS. 

A big pyramidal example of Ilex Aqui- 
folium Golden ITinee (a well coloured 
■sport from the common Holly) was shown 
by Mr. E. Beckett, gardener to Hon 
Vic-ary Gibbs, Elstree, who also showed a 
remarkable example of Corylus Avellana 
contorta, a sport from the common Hazel. 
It is among the interesting freaks of the 
vegetable world, and seen at its best in 
winter-time, when the curious contortions 
of every twig and branch stand revealed. 
An old example several feet high and 
through was shown. 


further difficulty that at the last moment 
the contractor has reported that he cannot 
guarantee to put up the tents. For all 
these reasons the Council has decided to 
abandon these shows. In arriving at this 
decision, which has only been adopted on 
patriotic grounds, and after the most care¬ 
ful consideration of ail the points both for 
and against it, the Council hope they will 
have tlie support and approval of every 
Fellow of the Society. In the place of 
these two shows ordinary fortnightly meet¬ 
ings will be held at the London Scottish 
Drill Hall, Buckingham Gate, on the usual 
fortnightly dates, namely. May 22nd and 
July 3rd.— W. Wilks, Secretary. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Questions. —Queries and answers are in¬ 
serted in Gardening free of charge if corre¬ 
spondents follow these rules : All communications 
should he clearly written on one side of the paper 
only , and addressed to the Editor o/Gardenino, 
63j Lincoln's Inn Fields , London, W.C. 
Letters on business should be sent to the Pub¬ 
lisher. The name and address of the sender 
are required in addition to any designation he 
may desire to he used in the paper . When 
more than one query is sent each,should he on a 
separate piece of papery the name and address 
being added to each. As Gardening has to he 
sent to press some days in advance of date , 
queries cannot always be replied to in the issue 
immediately following their receipt. We do not 
reply to quer ies by post. 

Naming plants. —All who wish their 
plaids to be rightly named should send fair 
examples of each—the stem , leaf flower , or fruit. 
(Snippets of leaves and points of shoots are use¬ 
less. ) Not more than four plants should he sent 
in any one week by the same correspondent. 
Where more than one kind is sent they should he 
numbered. Of conifers the fruit should always 
he sent. 

Naming fruit. —Several specimens in dif¬ 
ferent stages of colour and size of the same kind 
greatly assist in its determination. We have 
received from several correspondents single speci¬ 
mens of fruits for naming, these in many cases 
being unripe and otherwise poor. We can under¬ 
take to name only four varieties at a time. 


FRUIT AND VEGETABLES. 

The chief exhibit was a collection of 
sixty dishes of dessert and cooking Apples 
from Messrs. J. Cheal and Sons. The 
whole was in excellent condition, the firm, 
fresh-looking fruits presenting a very at¬ 
tractive appearance. Prominent among 
the best were dishes of Bramley’s Seedling, 
Newton Wonder, an exceptionally fine 
dish of Alfriston, which, if not attractive 
to the eye usually, is good among late cook¬ 
ing sorts. Chelmsford Wonder, Lord 
L>erby. Golden Noble, Sandringham, Blen¬ 
heim Orange, Wellington, Christmas Pear- 
main. Cox’s Orange Pippin, Reinette du 
Canada, and Beauty of Kent were all good. 
Silver Gilt Knightian Medal. 

The vegetables staged by Messrs. Sutton 
and Sons included excellent dishes of 
Brussels Sprout Dwarf Gem. Broccoli 
Christmas White (tlie heads good and com¬ 
pact), early forced Carrots, Portugal Cab¬ 
bage (Grave Tronehudo), winter Kales, 
and Savoys in capital condition . 

A complete list of the awards and medals 
will be found in our advertisement 
columns. __ 

Chelsea and Holland House Shows.— The 

Council has had great anxiety in coming 
to a decision whether to hold these two 
large shows in 1917, and had at first de¬ 
cided to continue them, but, added to the 
trouble arising from the shortage of 
labour, the difficulties of transport, and 
the Government's desire to reduce travel¬ 
ling to the utmost possible extent they I 
now find theuJW^ve^coiihtjnted^wijh^Lhe I 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Luculia gratissima, flowers of, dropping 

(R .).—You give us no idea of your treatment 
that would help tie in any way. The cause of 
the flowers falling may be due to unripened 
wood. Again, it ie just poesible that it may be 
dry at the roots. The Luculia, up to the period 
of blooming, enjoys a liberal supply of mois¬ 
ture with occasional applications of liquid- 
manure and soot-water. Drainage, too, is very 
important. 

Asparagus foliage (J. S .).—.Seeing you only 
want the Asparagus foliage os an accompani¬ 
ment to cut flowers, you should get Asparagus 
plumoeue nanus. Asparagus Sprengeri, or any 
of the kinds which can lie grown in pots in 
the greenhouse. Plants of these you can pur¬ 
chase from any nurseryman in your neigh¬ 
bourhood. Of course, you can raise the 
ordinary Asparagus from seed or procure 
roots, planting in April in soil which must be 
prepared at once. 

Oleander with dirty leaves (Nerium ).—The 
blackness on the Oleander leaves is caused by 
brown-scale. The leaves and the stem of the 
plant should be well and frequently sponged 
with soapy water to which a little Tobacco- 
liquor has been added. As the scale adheres 
closely, it may be loosened with a pointed 
stick. Syringe with clean soft water after 
sponging. If this treatment is followed up 
the plant should soon be clean. See that it 
does not get over-dry at the roots. 

Fine-leaved Begonias (Begonia). — These 
plants require the heat of a warm stove to 
keep them in good condition through the 
winter, and are sure to go more or less shabby 
at this season. Wait until growth recom¬ 
mences; then repot them, and in a warm, 
moist, and lightly-shaded part of the houee 


they will soon get into good condition again. 
A proportion of loam and leaf-mould in the 
compost gives greater substance to the leaves, 
and enables them to etand better than all 
peat. 

FRUIT. 

Liquid-manure for fruit-trees during the 
winter (F. B. D .).—Very few persons realise 
the benefit that fruit-trees derive from having 
their roots thoroughly soaked during the 
winter with liquid-manure, too much of which 
is allowed to run to waste from the cow-house 
or stable. In applying such liquid-manure, 
too much attention is paid to the soil in the 
immediate vicinity of the stem, but tlie 
fibrous roots, which are really the mainstay 
of the trees, are further aw'ay. In the case of 
large trees the beet roots are at least a dozen 
feet away from the stem, and it ie these that 
should be fed. At any time during the winter 
the stable drainage which you have, after 
being well diluted, may be applied to any 
fruit-trees you have, including Gooseberries, 
Red and Black Currants, and Raspberries, pro¬ 
vided, of course, that the plants are not mak¬ 
ing a too gross growth, in which case such 
feeding is not wanted. 

SHORT REPLIES. 

Evie.—l, Kindly send ua a piece of the Plum- 
tree. It is impossible to say what the disease 
is unless we see a piece of the tree. 2, Your 
best plan will be to visit some of the neighbour¬ 
ing gardens and see what shrubs flourish, and 
then make your own selection. 


NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants. — J. W. Morleg. —1, Prob¬ 
ably a Crinum, from the description you give; 
2, Ophiopogon Jaburan variegatum: 3, Sedum 
Sieboldi variegatum; 4, Mesembryanthemum ep. 


CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

B. Veitch and Sons, Exeter.—Lisfc of Flower 
and Vegetable Seeds, 1917. 

Harrison and Sons, Leicester. —List of Garden 
Seeds and Sundries, 1917. 

R. Sydenham, Ltd., Tenby-street, Birmingham. 
—List of Vegetable and Flower Seeds, 1917. 

J. Stormonth and Son, Kirkbride, Carlisle.— 
Seed Catalogue, 1917. 

Little and Ballantyne, Carlisle .—Garden 
Seeds, 1917. 

Bees Limited, Liverpool. —List of Guaran- 
tested Seeds, 1917. 


Ladders for tree pruning.— The telescopic 
ladders made by Heathman, of Parson’s Green, 
London, are extremely convenient, because 
they can bo adjusted to various heights and 
are handy for moving about among trees. The 
firm has recently opened a City show room at 
35, Aldersgat-e-etreet, near the General Poet 
Office, to suit the convenience of those who can¬ 
not visit their factory at Fulham. The latest 
improvement Mr. Heathman has effected is in 
so arranging three ladders that they can be 
used separately or all put together to extend 
to nearly three times the height or used as 
self-standing trestles to the height of two 
sections. 


TWO GREAT POINTS. 



Send for 1917 Catalogue (post free). 

FREDERICK E. AINGE 

(Late J. Harding, F.R.H.S.), 

Seeding, WEST HADDON. RUGBY. 
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GOOD SOUND MATERIAL AND WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED. SEND FOR CATALOGUE 



Creenhousoa, from £6 5s. 


Portable Huts, 60 - 


Poultry Houses, from 
35/- 


Motor Car Houses, 
£6 12s. 6d. 


Cucumbor Frames, 

4 ft. by 3 ft., 32'6 
G ft. by 4 ft.. 47 6 


Hygienic Heaters, 
from 2|- 


Efltimates for Every Description of Horticultural an.I Woo«l Buildings, Heating Apparatus, ami Poultry Appliances, Free. We also 
undertake repairs and alterations of or additions to existing houses or heating apparatus. 

COOPER, 743, OLD KENT ROAD, LONDON, S. E- 

Portable Buildings of overy description. Consorvatorles. Forcing Houses. Rustic Houses. Huts. Dwellings, Motor Houses, 
Stablos. Workshops. Offices. Poultry Appliances. Dog Kennels. Rabbit Hutches, etc., etc. 


| 


INTENSIVE CULTURE. 

Smith's Cloches are Just what you want for covering 
rows of early Potatoes, Peas, etc. 

COMPLETE CLOCHES 

from 9*1. foot run. Clips only 1 - dor.. ; 3 dor., 26; 10,0 
gross, post free. (Suitable sir.es of glass from L6 doz. 
Stud /or Htt of Horticultural Glass. 

W. A. SMITH. 

Class Merchant. 117, Ct. Hampton St., BIRMINGHAM. 

LIST OF AWARDS AT THE R.H.S. 
MEETING ON JAN. 16, 1917. 


ORCHID COMMITTEE). 

First-class Certificate. 

Odontogloasum Felicia, from Messrs. Oharlcsworlh and 
Co , Haywards Heath 

Awards of Merit. 

Odontoglmwum Conqueror, from Messrs. Armstrong ami 
Drown, Tunbridge Wells ; Odontioda Oralrixin. Brvndir i 
viir, from Dr. M. Lacroxe, Roehampton-lane, 8 W. ; Cypri- | 
Indium Lalhamianura, rar. Cardinal Meivler, from Rev. J 
ITmublehotue, 81. Mary's, Clayton-le Moors. 

Medals. 

Kilvf.k Flora.—M essrs. Charlesworth and Co. ; Musars. 
Armstrong and Drown. 

Silver Da nkkian".—M essrs. J. and A. McBean; Messrs 
llaasall and Co., .Southgate, N. 

FLORAL COMMITTED. 

Awards of Merit. 

Cyclamen Crimson 8t. George, from the 8t. George's 
Nursery Co., llarlington ; Corylm Aiellana contorta, from 
Hon. Vieury (Tibbs (Ur., Mr. E. Beckett), Alduuham House, 
Klstrue, Herts. 

Medals. 

Dronzk Flora.—M essrs. Stuart Low and Co., Bush If III. 
F.nheld, for Cyclamens, Carnations, etc.; Messrs. Allwood J 
Bros., for Carnations. 

FRUIT COMMITTEE. 

Silver (Jilt Knightian. — Messrs. Cheat and Sons, 
Crawley, for collection of Apples. 
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31000 in use 

UST& ON APPLICATION, 
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TT\c pioneer iV cheap simple .and effective 
heating /or small greenhouses Coitplclc 
(Apoaraius from St a o The immense sale 
o/ this boiler, and Its numerous imitation:'. 
are Ihc K-sI testimony of its undoubted mu 
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LOUCHBOflOUCH • LC ICC S TE r» S H 1 R C 
p Gff.c« . 122 VICTOUIA ST 5 W 


FLOWER SHOW FIXTURES. 


JANUARY. 

January 30.— Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

FEBRUARY. 

February 13.—Itoynl Horticultural Society's Annual Meet¬ 
ing and ('onimiLtees. 

„ 27.—Royal Horticultural 8ociely‘a Committees. 

MARCH. 

March G.—Royal Horticultural Society's Bulb Show (2 
daytL 

,, 13 —Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

„ 27.—Royal Horticultural Society s Committees. 

APRIL. 

April 11 Royal Horticultural Society's Committees 

„ 17.—Royal Horticultural Society's Daffodil Show (2 
days!. 

„ 24.— Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

MAY. 

May 8.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

JUNE. 

June 5 — Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

„ I'd.— Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 


July 17 - Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

,, 31.—Royal Horticultural Society (dry buib show). 


GLASS.. 


Speolal Prices for Cash with Order In Hull 
GLASS, 4/21 ox. 


Boxes, 100 200 1 Boxes. 100 200 

sq ft. sq.ft. sq.ft, flq fL 

8 x Gin.21 - 38- 13.14.16.16.18.1 

9 x 7in. .. .. 22 - 39 6 33.24 « 13m j 

10 x Sin. 25 0 46 G 

12,13.1115 x Sin. 27- 48- 


30 6 53- 


1G. 17. 18, 20 x \ 

13m.I 

16.18. 20, 22. 24 ( 
x llin . J 


316 55- 


20,26, 24 e 15ln. , 

18, 20. 22. 24 * 32 6 57- 
16in J 
20,22,24 x 1 Siii 34- €0- 


11.12.13.14 x Win 28- 49- 

12.13.14 x 10in 29- 50- 

13 x llin . 30- 51- 

16.18,20 x lOin. I ori.R 
16, IS, 20 x Ilia J 316 53 

PUTTY. Best Soft —1 cwt, H 6; Icwt.. 6 -; Icwt. 
36;14lbs,2- 

DIAMONDS. 7 6 and 10 6 each. 

GLASS CUTTERS. 6 wheel, 1 6 each 

BEST MIXED PAINTS.-7-lb. lever tins. White, 

6 - atone; ordinary cuiours, 4 6 per stone 

r. & T. ROSS, LTD., 
■—BURTON ST., HULL. Bstab. HU 

When writing to Advertisers please mention 
GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


THE CHEAPEST IN ENGLAND. 



Copyright H egittrred. 


PORTABLE 

BUILDINGS. 

Mode in complete «e<v 
tion host quality 
Rod Deal (not in¬ 
ferior Foreign Match 
Hoard* as other 
makers), planed and V- 
minted on strong fraci¬ 
ng. Roof covered with 
compressed Asphalt© 
over tongned boards. 
Door fitted with atrong 
hinges, lock and key, 
bolts, etc. 


CASH WITH ORDER. Strong 

•Sizes. Floor. 

6 ft long. 4 ft. wide. 7 ft. high .. £3 15 0 10- 

7 ft. long, 5 ft wide, 7 ft. 4 in. high 4 8 0 li¬ 
ft ft. long. f. ft. wide, 7 ft. 8 In. high 5 16 6 20 - 

9 ft. long, 7 ft. wide. 8 ft high 6 14 6 24 6 

10 ft. long, 8 ft. wide, 8 ft. 4 in. high 7 14 0 33- 

12 ft. long, 8 ft. Wide. 8 ft. 4 in high 8 15 0 38- 

Carriafff Paid to anv Station in Enjland and Wales. 
Catalogue, with Testimonials, poat free. 

J. T. HOBSON & CO., 

Largest Makers of Portable Buildings. 

Establishkd 70 Years. 


P GET A 

omarI 





to be rlirht 

List of •oundiy eoiwtraetsd Grrrnk<>u»*«, FraaiM, 
•ud all Harden lt(*<|Ui«it*a lies for a postcard. 

A. SMART. Kuiplre Work*. Mil* Bud. Ola*»ow. 



QREENIIOUSE ANI) STOVE PLANTS, 
vT Ki.mvMtiNo and Finr-Leavicd Palms, Fkrns, and 
I.vcoroDit' MM, wuh full details of the propagation and culti¬ 
vation oi 500 (uiuilica of plants, embracing alt tne beat plants 
•n cultivation. Uy Thomas Hunks No illustrations. 
Price n-; post free, 5 6.—PUBLISHER, 63, Lincoln a Ino 
Fields, fxmdon. W.C. 


IF YOU ARE A NEW READER of “GARDENING ILLUSTRATED," 
and are interested in its pages, please fill up the accompanying form 
and hand it to your nearest Newsagent or Bookstall 

P/caso deliver "Gardening Illustrated" (One Penny Weekly), till 
further notice to ... 


ITt Khali be glad if Secretaries of Horticul¬ 
tural Societies will kindly send the dates of 
their various shows to Kditor, Gardeking Illus¬ 
trated. 63. Lincoln's Inn Fields, London. tV. C. 

PLOWER POTS.—10 8in., 15 Gin., 20 Sin., 

-t 30 3fcin , 25 2fin., complete, packed free, 7s. 6d Illus¬ 
trated List of Pots. Seed and Cutting Pans, etc., free. — 
THQ8. JEAVON8. Sllter Street potteries, Brierlcy Hill 

HARDENER WANTED. — Cottage, gas! 

'J roal found. Small garden and poultry. — ATKIN, 
Enddiffe Croft ,_Sbefflcld.___ 

The latest day for receiving 1 Advertise¬ 
ments is FRIDAY, 9 a.m. 

Digitized by 



Address .......,... 

Should you prefer to receive the copies by post it will be necessary 
to send the form to Manager, “Gardening 1 Illustrated.” 63, Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields, London, W.C., with remittance as followsFor one year. 
6/6; six months, 3/3; three months. 1/8. For abroad. 8/8 per year. 
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FROM BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

IVk have hail a very lovely summer in our 
gardens up at Cowichan Lake, in spite of 
the 10 feet of snow that lay on them for 
two months (January and February). My 
alpines were more lovely than I have ever 
seen them—Phlox Douglasi, Spiraea pecti- 
uata, and Clintonia uniflora. All the 
Violets and muuy others bloomed in 
greater beauty than in other years, so my 
rare alpines were not injured. Even 
Calypso borealis bloomed well. The grouse 
are merciless and eat It out, but I go on 
planting, and this year I could really en¬ 
joy it. The gem of my garden was Clin¬ 
tonia miltlom (pure white variety), the 
flower daintily poised on a long, slender 
stem which conics out of the centre of two 
beautiful leaves. It moves in the wind so 
easily it is not easy to photograph it. 
Slender a a these stems are, they do not 
bend over, even when later on two large 
cobalt blue berries take the place of the 
Lily-like flowers. It has a delicious scent, 
though not strong. It is known as Queen 
Cup in British Columbia, but very few 
|K-ople ever see the Queen Cup growing, 
though anyone tlmt has a shady rockery 
mar tall trees could grow it. Warm shade 
it enjoys. I have had a putch iu a hollow 
stump for years, a Mossy patch that gets 
no direct sun, and some in a rockery 
amongst other plants, the latter producing 
the best berries, and that on the stump the 
most perfect flowers. On the hills it is 
< ften found growing with Cornus cana¬ 
densis, so anyone who can grow Cornus 
canadensis ought to succeed with our 
Queen Cup. The Vermillion berries and 
the bright blue berries mixed up are a 
lovely sight, l’yrola uniflora is found with 
liom, so picture these three lovely wild 
flowers in one s|x>t on our hills. The seeds 
are- very difficult to get, and they look as 
if they could not possibly grow, and arc 
quite unlike any flower seeds I have ever 
seen. Clintonia uniflora is a creeper. I 
plant it oil the shady side of a plant or 
stone in the sort of mould Ferns like, and 
Piess it down tightly. It dies down in the 
winter, and if I see a very tiny leaf next 
summer I leave it alone, as it is evidently 
pleased with its new quarters. None of 
our aipincs like to be transplanted 4,000 
feet below their homes. They sulk at first, 
but in three or four years they ramp in 
my garden. My collector climbed many 
new hills tills summer and found Ery- 
thronlum minus all over one hill-top, mixed 
up with a pink Lewisia, so thick they were 
walking on them. This yellow Ery- 



sprlng, and on the oldest plants I had 
about seventy blossoms. 

It is nice to think of wild flowers when 
they are under deep snow. I have never 
seen any mention of the Queen Cup iu 
Gardening Illustrated, so have de¬ 
scribed the prettiest flower in my British 
Columbia garden. Susan Stoker. 

NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 

An informal shrub _The silly expres¬ 

sion used nowadays about a garden is 
spreading in other ways. This is from a 
description of a Rhododendron in a journal 
of the day : “ With small narrow leaves it 
is an informal bushy shrub up to 4 feet or 
more in height and as much in diameter.” 

Claucidium palmatum. You have made 
mo say r what Is uutrue on page 30 of 
Gardening Illustrated. Of Glaucidium, I 
wrote: “The colour of (lie flowers in my 
plant is very much the same soft, etc.” I 
believe it varies a good deal in depth of 
colour, so please save my reputation for 
trutli-telling by inserting this correction. 
—E. Bowles. 

Phlox Jocelyn.— This is rather dwnrfer 
in habit than some of the other Phloxes, 
the flowers of a rich vermilion colour. 
It is a striking plant near the front of the 
border, or it may be planted In a bod by 
Itself, for in both cases it makes a wonder¬ 
ful display. This plant, in common with 
other varieties of Phlox decussata, likes a 
deep, rich, moist soil.—E. T. Ellis, H'eef- 
icood, Ecclesail, Sheffield. 

Anemone Japonlca Mont Rose _I doubt 

whether this (described by “ C. T. 1)." in 
your issue for January 20tli) lieats either 
Anemone japonlca Alice or Queen Char¬ 
lotte, two, to my mind, as beautiful 
Japauese Anemones as any one could wish. 
Tlie flowers of botli are large, in Alice car¬ 
mine-rose, and in Queen Charlotte a rosy- 
pink. Japanese Anemones do best in light, 
shade. To see them at their best a good 
mulch of manure and plenty of water in 
dry weather are necessary.—E. T. Ellis, 
Sheffield. 

Dianthua Spencer Bickham _Mr. Blck- 

hain gave me a plant soon after it ap- 
penred in his garden. It is very free- 
flowering. and I never saw slugs attack it. 
Seedlings are useless. Seven or eight 
years ago I got a plant from a well-known 
hardy plant nursery. It is not the real 
tiling, hut very like it. and well worth 
growing. A nurseryman with whom I am 
well acquainted told me he could supply 
the true Dlanthus Spencer Bickham at 9d. 
apiece. I felt sure this was impossible. 


but tried some plants—a very ordinary L>. 
caesius. Ilis traveller called, ami asked 
what I thought of their Dianthus? After 
receiving my reply, lie asked what I would 
kike for a small plant of the true thing. 
I offered a cutting at £1, but we did not 
do business.— E. Cilari.es Buxton, Coed 
Derie, Bcttics-y-Coed. 

Cyclamen neapolitanum.— Not nearly 
enough use is made of this Cyclamen for 
planting in the wild garden, at the foot of 
trees or elsewhere iu at times a sunny 
spot. Nowhere have I seen this Cycla¬ 
men flowering so freely as in the Trinity 
College Botanic Gardens, Dublin. The 
late Mr. Iturbidge used to raise seedlings 
iu large quantities, planting them iu odd 
corners about the garden. In the wild 
garden at West Dean Park, in Sussex, 
much use is made of this Cyclamen for 
growing at the base of such trees as Beech. 
—E. M. 

Desfontainea spinosa in Scotland. - 

Under favourable conditions this grows to 
a large size. About eight years ago I 
measured a tine speeimeu in Colonel Camp¬ 
bell's grounds at Stouefleld, oa Loch Fyue. 
It was 113 feet in circumference and 13 feet 
high. One side of it had to lie shorn back 
to clear a gravel path. There is also a 
very line bush in Mr. Carriek Buchanan’s 
garden atCorsewali, near Stranraer. Des- 
fontainea thrives best in moist but well 
drained soil, is grateful for ail admixture 
of jieat and sand, but cannot do witli lime. 
—Herbert Maxwell, Monrcith, iu Garden. 

Blackberries in the Botanic Cardens, 
Cambridge. —Brambles, as you know, have 
a way of reaching out long shoots, which 
make plants at the end. In this way the 
masses get mixed, and the only possible 
way of starting a named collection is to use 
single pieces in a new place. This was 
never possible, and so the plants gradually 
disappeared and the ground long ago be¬ 
came occupied with a more practically im- 
ixirtant set. Names or no names, however, 
I did observe, with regard to the fruit, 
that the best in the entire lot was, no 
doubt, the plant known.as Rubus lacinia- 
tus. That is a very good kind indeed for 
fruit. It is beautiful in foliage and cer¬ 
tainly for dessert is far better than any of 
tlie sour tilings that I suppose are grown 
for jam. —R. Irwin Lynch. 

The Winter Aconite.— Few early flowers 
are better known than Ernnthls hyemnlis, 
but. strangely, it is not planted in many 
gardens. We have lieen surprised to find 
such a cjelightful plant comparatively rare 
in places where many opportunities are 
given to get a mass of its yellow flowers 
in their quaint collar of green leaves. In 
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beds filled with deciduous shrubs, in the 
front of shrubberies, and tastefully 
planted on Grass, the Winter Aconite gives 
pleasure. It grows in any soil, increases 
quickly, and is cheap to purchase in quan¬ 
tity. One of the best effects we have seen 
with it is when planted iff a bed of the 
Siberian Dogwood, the glowing crimson 
stems of which are in fine contrast to the 
(lowers of the Winter Aconite. 

Spring flowers in Scotland.— Iris sty- 
losa, considerably later than usual, is now 
(January lGth) fairly plentiful. I faney 
that the lateness is to some extent due to 
the fact that the clumps are getting rather 
congested, with the result that the flowers 
arc smothered. While it is not advisable 
to divide frequently, yet there comes a 
time when the clumps must be broken up 
if the best results are to be obtained. 
Snowdrops grow Increasingly plentiful, 
and to-day I noticed the pioneer of the 
flowers of Cydonia (Pyfus) japouiea. This, 
on a south wall, will in a short time be 
effective. The Naked-flowering Jasmine 
(.T. nudiflorum) is now in full bloom.— 
W. McG., Balmae, Kirkcudbright. 

Arbutus Menziesii. — Your contributor 
“ T.” (page :>2) is in error in describing 
this species of Arbutus. The leaves are 
certainly inclined to be glaucous upon 
their underparts, but are a deep glossy 
green on the surface. “The trunk apd 
principal branches” are not “whitish,” 
but of a warm mahogany tint and very 
smooth at. certain periods. As a matter of 
fact, “T.’s” description of the woody 
parts of A. Andrachne might with accu¬ 
racy be applied to A. Menziesii. I am well 
acquainted with this handsome tree, both 
in its native California and also along the 
shores of British Columbia. Jepsou, in 
his “Trees of California,” says of it:— 
“The contrast of colour in hark and 
foliage is the most striking feature of this 
tree to the traveller. On branches or 
young trees the bark is dark red and very 
smooth. When the summer growth begins 
it falls off in thin layers, revealing a satiny 
ground of pale green, which ages into the 
characteristic red or terra-cotta.” The 
flowers, white and borne in large clusters, 
are followed by fruit which matures from 
orange-red to crimson. A. Menziesii is the 
“ Madrona ” of the Pacific Slope.—A. T. 
John sox-. 

Veronica salicifolia.— In the Scotsman I 
observe that Mr. Osgood H. Mackenzie, in 
a fascinating series of articles on the 
shrubs, etc., in his gardens at Poolewe, 
Itoss-shire, Kays that in a hard winter not 
all Veronicas are hardy there. Apparently 
Veronica salicifolia is. With us in the 
south-west of Scotland it is, in ordinary 
winters, hardy enough, although it is not 
nearly so much grown as V. Traversi, 
which is a trifle hardier. V. salicifolia 
sows itself pretty freely, and if an old 
plant should succumb (here arc generally 
some seedlings to take its place. Mr. 
Mackenzie refers to this self-seeding 
quality when he remarks upon V. saliei- 
folia as coming up “ like Mustard and 
Cress” in his gravel walks. I know a 
cottage garden in a cold part of Kirkcud¬ 
brightshire where this Veronica had been 
established for a number of years in the 
dry stone retaining wall between the gar¬ 
den and the public roud. A recent trying 
winter, however, sadly crippled the plants. 
S. Abnott. 

Hothouses and the war.— In a daily 
paper the other day a writer strongly ad¬ 
vocated that in order to save the national 
supply of coal, the use of that, and of fuel 
derived from it, ought to be prohibited for 
use in hothouses for the duration of the 
■war. I venture to think that the writer, 
while actuated, no doubt, by the best 
motives, had huUHJtie idea of .I he ennse- 
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queuces which would follow such prohibi¬ 
tion. Take, for example, the ease of a 
garden in which a valuable collection of | 
Orchids lias been during many years 
brought together. Such a collection must 
have resulted in the sinking of a consider¬ 
able amount of capital; and it is hardly 
reasonable to expect that the owner would 
look with complacency on the destruction 
of the plants which would surely follow 
were coal prohibited. That is one aspect 
of the question. Another is : What would 
the consequences be to many of our 
nurserymen, whose valuable stock would 
be destroyed? It would mean, at the very 
least, a heavy loss, and that, too, at a 
time when nurserymen are heavily bit 
already. I fancy that this particular 
trade bad been overlooked entirely by the 
writer of the article in question, and that 
he saw no further thau the hothouses in 
private gardens. Even in the latter, at the 
present time, there is no more fuel being 
used than is absolutely needful. Many 
houses arc empty, in others only sufficient 
heat to keep frost at bay or to protect valu¬ 
able plants is being permitted.— Kirk. 


THE TRAINING OF GARDENERS. 

In the article on the work of the Royal 
Horticultural Society which appeared in a 
recent issue of Gardening Illustrated, the 
writer shows a sound appreciation of the 
correct way in which gardeners ought to 
be’ trained. No system of “ college ” train¬ 
ing can ever take the place of the appren¬ 
ticeship which in Scotland every young 
man must serve. The term is usually 
three, but in some gardens four, years, and 
during that time the foundation of the 
essential knowledge is laid. The founda¬ 
tion only, for the average gardener who 
has “ served bis time ” will readily admit 
that it was not until bis journeyman days 
lie began to take a proper grip of iiis work. 
The apprentice system has much to recom¬ 
mend it. The appointed time having been 
completed, the journeyman became exactly 
what that word implies, and spent a year in 
one county or district, another year or two 
somewhere else, and so on till lie felt that 
bis experience entitled him to take a fore¬ 
man’s situation. Then, perhaps, he re¬ 
mained in a given place for a longer period 
—hut never too long—until, finally, he ob¬ 
tained charge of a garden. This journey¬ 
man work was most interesting lo most of 
us; and while we were seeing different 
conditions of soil, climate, and methods, 
we were, perhaps only subconsciously, lay¬ 
ing up a store of knowledge and experi¬ 
ence which was to prove useful in days to 
come. I think every gardener will agree 
that in gardening the iieriod of learning 
never comes to an end. I am sorry for the 
man who, when he succeeds in obtaining 
charge of a garden, thinks that he has no 
more to icaru. In connection with the 
article referred to, the writer was criti¬ 
cised tile other day in a gardeners’ meeting 
for referring to artists serving an appren¬ 
ticeship, a remark being made that there 
was no analogy. I venture to think 
that, there is a very close analogy, 
and that for this reason : In painting, 
as in gardening, it. is only those who 
are naturally drawn to the work who 
would serve an apprenticeship; and the 
drudgery (shall I say?) of the early years 
would result in those who were not 
thoroughly in earnest dropping out. this 
leaving those who were not appalled by 
the, at times, almost menial work to prove 
their fitness to survive and succeed. 
Altogether, the writer of the article has 
clearly shown that in gardening, as in 
other things, there is no royal road to suc¬ 
cess ; and it is hoped that his words on 
the training of gardeners will receive the 
attention which they well merit. 

A Scot ns ir Gardener. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

GOOD OLD CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

It was with great interest that I read on 
page tii« of Gardening Illustrated an 
article by “ W. T.” on this subject. Some 
of tile varieties mentioned I grew between 
twenty and thirty years ago, and it says 
much for the constitution of sorts like 
Source d’Or, Mrs. Rundle, and Geo. Glenuy 
that they should have survived all these 
years and are grown to-day. I well re¬ 
member Source d’Or, as its colour (old 
gold) was quite a departure from any that 
had preceded it, and it had a great recep¬ 
tion. Some old records of mine show thut 
I exhibited several specimen plants in a 
group. It was a “ good doer ” in those 
days, retaining its foliage well to the 
bottom, but it is mainly for its attractive 
colour that it lias continued popular. I do 
not think that M. Delaux ever sent out a 
Chrysanthemum which gained wider 
favour than Source d’Or. “ W. T.” men¬ 
tions Julie La graven', a very old sort sent 
out as far back as 18.51). It was noted for 
its dense crimson blooms, not by any means 
large, but they showed up well amid a 
muss of fimbriated foliage, and this, too, 
was retained to the rim of the pot, making 
it a favourite for grouping. Val de 
Audorre was a chestnut-red Japanese, witli 
tine broad foliage, and Elaine, a pure 
white, is not altogether lost to-day. It 
was only to be expected with the immense 
numbers sent out that some of the older 
Japanese sorts had to go to the wall for 
new varieties that we re not always im¬ 
provements, but were larger; indeed, it is 
due to the craving for mere size that so 
many excellent sorts have long since gone 
out of cultivation. The public appear to 
have "run after” the Japanese varieties 
more than the stiff and somewhat formal 
incurved sorts. One remembers, however, 
this section, and the preparation the 
blooms required witli tweezers, etc., be¬ 
fore they could pass muster on the ex¬ 
hibition table. In this connection mention 
may be made of the popular sorts of years 
ago, such as Queen of England, Joim 
Suiter, Jeanne d’Arc, Alfred Salter, Mr. 
Bunn (one of the best yellows). Lady 
Hardinge (silvery-pink), and others that 
occur to one’s memory. I am glad to learn 
that Mrs. Geo. Rundle and Mr. Geo. Glenny 
are still grown. They were never very 
large, but beautiful in form as white anil 
yellow incurved. Iteflexed sorts were 
never very iiopuiar, but Cullingfordi, King 
of the Crimsons, and Chevalier Domage, 
the last a deep yellow, were amongst the 
best. But tile old exhibition days brought 
With them much pleasure in fraternising 
witli ])oople who loved the Autumn Queen, 
and the' Chrysanthemum Societies which 
sprang up in different parts of the country 
did much towards encouraging beginners 
to socialise in a plant whose flowers bring 
such beauty in the darkest days of the 
Y wu - Leahurst. 

Chrysanthemum cuttings to the required 
number of decorative varieties should now be 
put in and placed either under handlights or 
in an improvised case in a iate vinery to 
strike. Shading from sunlight is necessary, 
and remove the lights or top sheets of glass 
used for covering the frames for a few minutes 
each morning and wipe of! the condensed mois¬ 
ture. Old stools of border varieties should be 
lifted, potted, and placed indoors with a view 
to obtaining a plentiful supply of cuttings 
early in March. Where a sufficient number of 
cuttings was secured in late autumn, and 
these are in a satisfactory condition, it is un¬ 
necessary to -lift 'oW {flam's, as mentioned- 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

DEUTZIA DISCOLOR MAJOR. 

This is a large-flowered variety of the 
Chinese I). discolor, a species which has | 
been brought into prominent notice by ; 
reason of its purple-flowered variety, pur- 
pnrascens, which, crossed with some white- 
iiowered kinds, has given rise to several 
flue hybrids. D. discolor major blooms in | 
.Time, the white flowers being produced in | 
clusters from axillary buds throughout 
almost the whole length of the previous 
year’s wood. The branches have a grace¬ 
ful, arching appearance, as may be seen 
by the illustration, whicli makes them very 
beautiful when covered witli blossoms. 

The only drawback which can be urged 
against the general cultivation of the 
Deutzias is the fact of their being rather 
tender in spring, for growth begins early, 
the flower-buds appearing at the same 
time, and should a severe frost be experi- ! 


DECAISNEA FARGESI. 

The genus Decalsnea is represented by two 
species—D. insignis, a Himalayan shrub, 
and D. Fargesi, a native of Western 
China. D. insignis was in cultivation 
some years ago, and a figure is given in 
the Botanical Magazine, t. 0,731, of flowers 
and fruit which were produced in the Tem¬ 
perate House at Kew, but whether it is 
now in cultivation in the British Isles ap- 
1 tears doubtful, for it was too tender for 
outdoor culture except in the most 
favoured parts of the country, and it seems 
improbable that- it ever became even 
moderately well known. D. Fargesi, how¬ 
ever, is hardier, and there are many parts 
of the country where it can l>e grown with 
success. At Kow' it forms a bushy plant 
8 feet or more high, with long, rather 
gaunt branches, with few' branchlets. The 
leaves, clustered in large heads about the 
points of the branches, are each 2J feet or i 
3 feet long, and made up of from thirteen 
to twenty-five leaflets, the larger leaflets 


THE NAME ALEXANDRIAN LAUREL. 
The earliest recorded use of this name 
seems to be in Theophrastus' “ Enquiry 
into Plants," in which rj 'AXt^avSpda Adtpvrj 
is twice mentioned. First in I., x., 8, as 
being one of those plants whose leaves are 
fruit-bearing; secondly, III., xvii., 4, 
where it is said to lie one of the plants 
peculiar to Mount Ida, and that “ it bears 
fruit on its leaves like the ‘ Prickly 
Myrtle ’ (Butcher’s Broom); both have 
their fruit on the midrib of the leaf.” I 
quote from Sir Arthur Hort’s excellent 
translation recently published. 

Theophrastus’ description shows that It 
was either Ruscus Hypophyllum or R. 
Hypoglossum to which the name was ap¬ 
plied, for the plant wo now' call Alexan¬ 
drian Laurel (Danae Laurus), but often 
wrongly called Ruscus racemosus, bears 
the flowers and berries at the tips of the 
i branchlets, and not on the central ribs of 
the leaf-like cladodes—as the small, flat- 
I toned flower-bearing stalks should be 



Deutzia discolor major. 


cnoed in May the majority of the flowers 
may be killed. By pruning some of the 
"W wood away after the flowers are over 
vigorous young shoots are produced, 
which, if all goes well, will flower freely. 
Tbe Deutzias require rich loamy soil. 

An article dealing with the newer 
Deutzias will l>e found in our issue of 
Jammy 10th, 1914, page 27. 


The vile odour of Privet. —Apart from its 
rapacity, complaints about the vile odour of 
Privet bloesom in summer are frequent and 
veil founded, and we conceive that it is quite 
» probable cause of much sickness at that 
time. A reader of The Garden who recently 
returned from China tells ns that the un¬ 
pleasant odonr of Privet (presumably, Ligus- 
trum ainen.ee> is responsible for much sickness 
in that country in the form of headaches, 
sitldineas, and fainting fits, and in consequence 
the governing bodies of large towns are put to 
considerable expense in having the Privet 

hedges and bushes repeatedly clipped at flower¬ 
ing-time.— The Garden. 
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being (5 inches long. The greenish-yellow 
flowers nrc borne from the points of the 
young shoots in June or early July, in 
large drooping panicles, sometimes 
IS inches long and a foot wide, female 
flowers being most In evidence about the 
point of the inflorescence and pollen-bear¬ 
ing flowers about the base. The fruits are 
interesting, for they are sausage-shaped, 
each about 3 inches long, and blue or 
violet-blue In colour when ripe. They En¬ 
close a good deni of mucilage, amongst 
which numerous black seeds are found. 
They appear several together, and on one 
occasion ns many as nine fruits were 
counted in a dense cluster. The species 
was introduced to France about twenty- 
two years ago. Father Fargcs sending 
home seeds in 1S95. It requires a position 
sheltered from cold spring winds, and 
grows well in well-drained, loamy soil con¬ 
taining a little leaf-mould or peat. As 
seeds ripen fairly well, there ought not to 
be any difficulty in maintaining a stock of 
plants. W. K. 


called—as do the members of the genus 
Ruscus. 

When we remember that Theophrastus, 
-who was born in 370 b.c., was, after Plato’s 
death, a pupil of Aristotle, and is sup¬ 
posed to have enshrined the teaching of 
his second master in this book, and that 
Alexander was also a pupil of Aristotle, 
it seems possible that the Laurel-like ap¬ 
pearance of the plants In question may 
have caused it to be used in chaplets in 
connection with Alexander’s victories, and 
that “ W. J. B.’s” suggested origin of the 
name is a likely one. All those who care 
to trace the origins of plant names and to 
learn liow much the ancients knew both of 
botany and horticulture will find this 
translation of Sir Arthur Hurt's fasci¬ 
nating reading. It is the first English 
translation of the grent work that has 
been made, and is published by Messrs, 
Heinemanu, of London, in two small 
volumes. E. A. Rowi.er. 

•-This plant received its name, riot 

from Ibo conqueror of the Persian Empire, 
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but from Paris, who is in Homer enlled 
Alexandres (protector of men), from his 
bravery in defending herdsmen and cattle 
in his bachelor days. On his visit to Troy, 
in charge of the pedigree bull which was 
Priam’s special contribution to the funeral 
games for his son, he took part in these 
contests, and, as history has often since 
related, the young man from the country 
came off victor. He was crowned with 
the “Laurel,” which was after known as 
Daphne Alexandria or Stephana Alexan¬ 
drian, according to Apuleius. However, in 
those remote days we cannot oxi>eot much 
accuracy in botanical nomenclature, and 
a more definite identification can lie found 
in “ Theophrastus,” Book lit., xvii., 5 

"There are also three trees peculiar to 
Mount Ida., the tree called Alexandrian Laurel, 
a eort of Fig, and a " Vine” (Currant Grape). 
The peculiarity of the Laurel ie that it bears 
fruit on the leaves, like the Butcher’s Broom; 
both have their fmit on the midrib.” 

This is definite, and clearly shows that 
tile Alexandrian Laurel of Theophrastus is 
not our Ruseus racentosus, or, as one 
should now call it, Danai- Daunts, which 
docs not so bear its fruit, but in bunches 
on the end of the shoots. Pliny refers to 
a Huscus as “ taxa,” which Fee considered 
to lie racemosus, and it may be met with in 
other Roman authors. In England, Miller 
identified the Alexandrian Laurel with 
Ruseus racemosus, and it has often been 
associated with the plant crowning the 
head of Roman statues. Ciesar is said to 
have favoured this decoration as conceal¬ 
ing his baldness, which was considered 
something of a deformity in his days. It 
docs not. therefore, seem possible to de¬ 
cide what was (he Alexandrian Laurel of 
Homer, but it is clear that Theophrastus 
did not mean our Ruseus racemosus.— 
E. A. Buxvaru. 


Retain in a dry state all the ashes from 
the burning of rubbish, hedge trimmings, 
etc., and spread thorn on the surface thinly 
at the time of seed-sowing. If convenient, 
burn some clayey soil with other rubbish 
in a garden smother, and use this in a 
similar manner. In the ease of naturally 
clayey land it is wonderful how well this 
burnt soil not only benefits the crops, hut 
makes the work of surface hoeing and 
thinning-out of seedlings more pleasant in 
due course. (1. (5. H. 


VEGETABLES. 

PREPARING GROUND FOR ROOT 
CROPS. 

Growers of vegetables would do well to 
pay attention to the preparation of the soil 
for root crops as early as possible. All 
heavy soils are best trenched or deeply dug 
in the autumn and left in a rough state 
for the frost and air to pulverise and 
mellow them. Uudug clayey soils should 
be dealt with at once, as we may experi¬ 
ence hard frosts that will mellow them. 
Even if frosts do not occur, the weather, 
generally, will have a beneficial effect. It 
is a mistake to bring up the subsoil to the 
surface and sow seeds in it. A few years 
ago I had some ground trenched, and gave 
instructions, which were not carried out 
in my absence, with the result that I had 
much trouble in getting seedling vegetables 
to thrive in their early stages of growth in 
the subsoil which had been brought to the 
top. The second year I brought up again 
jairae of tile original top crust and mixed it 
with the subsoil portion, and had a splen¬ 
did growth of plants through all their 
stages. 

Choose the plots now on which it is in¬ 
tended to grow Onions, Carrots, Parsnips, 
Beet, and Turnips, and allot a certain 
space for each kind. The soil for the Tur¬ 
nips should lie dug or trenched about IS 
inches deep, but that for the other kinds 
ought to he trenched or broken up to a 
depth of at least 22 inches. Do not trouble 
to break any lumps thrown on the surface, 
taking care, however, to thoroughly break 
up with tlie fork all the soil below to a 
depth of I foot. Leave all subsoil as 
found, except for the breaking ns advised. 

When tlie time comes for sowing or plant¬ 
ing. the work can lie done much more easily 
than if all such digging had boon left till 
the early part of spring 

Digitized by 


Google 


POTATO GROWING. 

Every ton of Potatoes grown tlds year 
will prove of value to the nation. If it is 
additional to that of previous years it may 
contribute to keep prices steady, and in 
any ease its great vnlue for food can¬ 
not be over-estimated. The recently an¬ 
nounced action, for instance, of the Berks 
Agricultural Committee in providing cot¬ 
tagers in the county with seed Potatoes of 
a superior quality at cost price'Is an illus¬ 
tration of what may lie done to increase 
Potato growing and at the same time pro¬ 
vide for the best qualities. Schemes of a 
similar nature were In operation during 
the last spring in several counties, in¬ 
cluding Sussex, Westmoreland, Monmouth, 
Carnarvon, Flint, and Montgomery. Ap¬ 
parently, however, Somerset proved the 
pioneer county in the distribution of seed 
Potatoes. According to information sup¬ 
plied by nn official of the Board of Agri¬ 
culture the Agricultural Instruction Com¬ 
mittee of the Somerset County Council 
adopted early in last year a plan 
for distributing Scotch seed Potatoes 
amongst allotment holders and small cuiti 
vators throughout the county. The scheme 
was organised in the expectation that the 
average yield of Potatoes on allotments 
would be increased by at least 50 per cent., 
and this belief seems to have been abun¬ 
dantly realised. 

The Agricultural Instruction Committee 
brought the scheme before all those inter 
ested. A circular detailing its operations 
was sent to the chairman of every parish 
council and parish meeting, and to the 
clerk of every borough council and urban 
| district council. The parish coudcBs were 
asked to appoint some responsible person 
in every village, who should ascertain the 
quantity of seed Potatoes required, to 
arrange for their delivery, and to secure 
the payment Three varieties were offered 
—Arran Chief, Up-to-Date, nud Dalhousie 
—at prices respectively of 7s. Gd., Gs., and 
Gs. Gd. per cwt. Two conditions were made 
—no cottager was to receive more than 
5 cwt. of seed, and cash had to be for 
warded with order. 

To a greater extent than expected the 
scheme appealed to the cottagers and allot¬ 
ment holders. It is estimated that be¬ 
tween 3,000 and 4,000 persons of this class 
in Somerset placed orders for the Potatoes 
and tlie amount received towards the end 
of February was £1,375 for 200 tons. Ac¬ 
cording to the orders tlie purchasers lived 
in seventy-three railway areas of the 
county, but, by the scheme of distribution, 
this number was reduced to twenty-eight 
and the cost of carriage accordingly re¬ 
lieved. Owing to exceptional weather in 
Scotland the whole of the orders could not 
be executed, so that £.100 was refunded for 
the thirteen tons that could not he de 
livered in time. 

From a financial point of view Somerset 
suffered not a jienny of loss, and it is 
ixiinted out by the Board of Agriculture 
that if similar schemes are worked on a 
businesslike basis success is assured. The 
Potatoes were bought at tlie following 
prices per ton f.o.r. in Forfar or Perth¬ 
shire in 1 cwt. bags :—Arran Chief, 05s.; 
Up-to-Date, 70s.: nud Dalhousie, 70s. On 


this basis £853 was paid for the Potatoes, 
£327 for carriage, and £10 for incidental 
expenses, leaving a profit of about £79 for 
the future working of the scheme next 
year. 

The Board of Agriculture, who lias 
Issued a circular on the subject, witli re¬ 
spect to this year's Potato-growing, is 
always ready to advise as to suitable seed 
Potatoes for various localities.—W mI- 
minster. 

ARTIFICIAL MANURES. 

I no not know whether my observation of 
the application of artificial manures has 
been exceptional, but I have come across 
some gardens where it is evidently be¬ 
lieved that if only the surface of the soil 
can receive a coating of artificials this 
obviates the necessity for winter digging. 
To achieve satisfactory results with any 
crop it 1s of the utmost importance to first 
properly dig the soil. It must be stirred 
and broken up before anyone can expect 
success, no matter what crop may lie con¬ 
templated. I believe in bastard trenching 
and getting on with the work at this time 
of the year, as it largely depends on what 
is done now whether the crops are good 
or bad. The ground is best left rough for 
the remainder of the winter, and (except 
In the case of basic slag, which, in con¬ 
sequence of its slow action, is best forked 
in now) artificials like superphosphate and 
sulphate of potash may be applied in 
Febniary or March. As both superphos¬ 
phate and sulphate of potash have proved 
invaluable where Peas are grown, a little 
of each should, if possible, be secured. I 
would, however, remind readers of two 
manures that may be secured by all who 
liave the beet interests of their garden at 
heart, and it is the use of soot and wood- 
ashes, both of which are most useful for 
vegetable crops in general. Ground that 
has been occupied by winter greens soon 
becomes deteriorated, and one of the 
cheapest “ renewers ” in such circum¬ 
stances is gas lime, which ought to bo 
scattered on the surface of dug ground and 
left there for some months before being 
worked in. Whatever artificial manure we 
may employ cannot under any circum¬ 
stances take the place of spade work; in¬ 
deed, without the latter we run the risk 
of failure. In these days of stress it be¬ 
hoves us all to remember that we are help¬ 
ing the nation when wo utilise every yard 
of ground possible and get from it the 
highest possible results. With not less 
than the very liest should any of us rest 
content, and whatever it is our intention 
to cultivate in the year to come to lessen 
the cost of living we must remember there 
is no royal road to success in gardening, 
but that there is a common path wherein 
all may tread if we are to achieve the best 
results. It is exemplified in that old 
adage, “Nothing without labour.” 

W. F. D. 


Retail prices of seed Potatoes.— Mr. 

Charles E. Pearson, the Secretary of the 
Horticultural Trade Association, writes 
to inform us that the nnnounceiuenls in 
tlie Press regarding prices of seed Pota¬ 
toes are altogether premature and ex¬ 
tremely misleading, with the result that 
the gardening public has been led to ex¬ 
pect drastic reductions in retail prices. It 
is, therefore, necessary that it should be 
made known that practically all seedsmen 
lind contracted or bought, and in most 
eases obtained delivery of their season's 
supply of seed Potatoes at prices which are 
in some ease's more than 50 per cent, 
higher than the maximum figure reported 
in the press weeks or months before tlie 
| question of tlie limitation of prices of seed 
| Potatoes was mooted. It will, therefore, 
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be impossible for these seed Potatoes to be 
sold retail at anything less than the prices 
already printed in their catalogues. Most 
people, we learn, are taking the precau¬ 
tion of securing their supplies early, and, 
in view of the unquestionable shortage, this 
course is one to be strongly recommended, 
especially as it is probable' that there will 
not be enough seed Potatoes in the country 
to supply the enormously increased de¬ 
mand. The public should also distinguish 
between seed Potatoes offered by the lead¬ 
ing seedsmen, which have been carefully 
cultivated for the purpose and kept true 
to name, and the ordinary farm stocks 
grown without special care and often very 
much mixed. 


BORDER FOR VEGETABLES. 

I hate a border, 90 feet long and 12 feet wide, 
in front of a wall 20 feet high. I want to 
grow Potatoes, Onions, Beans, and Parsley on 
the border. Do you think it would be a suit¬ 
able position ? The soil is about 18 inches deep 
with a clay bottom. I have dug about 1 ton 


Snowdrop, which may l>e planted hi rows 
from IS inches to 2 feet apart. The varie¬ 
ties of Onions named cannot be surpassed, 
but you must at least plant them 9 inches 
apart in the rows. Do not plant anything 
nearer to the wall than 3 feet. Leave this 
space clear fur the benefit of the roots of 
the trees. 

It will certainly improve the condition of 
the border to dig it over once or twice more 
before cropping it. We are assuming that 
you have already bastard trenched or 
double dug the whole of it. The quantity 
of manure already dug in, if it lias been 
distributed between the upper and lower 
strata and the soil poor, is insufficient. 
Apply anil dig in at least another good 
cartload. 

When sending queries such as the above, 
the name and address should always he 
given, as the part of the country whence 
the querist writes helps us considerably In 
giving a reply.] 


ROSES. 


ROSE BOUQUET D'OR OX PERGOLA. 
I have had this Rose many years in all sorts 
of positions, and wonder if ever a finer Rose 
was raised. This is on top of the pergola, 
but it also adorns the sides, and never 
seems to tire. I first saw r this Rose with 
George Paul. One of the gains of a well- 
built pergola is that one may let such 
grand Roses ramp over it. When people 
near me attempt to cover the land with the 
Crimson and other Ramblers I often say 
that RCve d'Or or Bouquet d’Or, also a few 
others of the real Roses where the soil and 
warmth allow, are the noblest Ramblers 
of all. W. 

ROSE MARECHAL KIEL. 

There is not any yellow Noisette Rose to 
equal this for colour, form, and fragrance. 
It is not grown under glass so extensively 
as it deserves to lie. The great drawback 



Bose Bouquet d'Or on pergola (Grtivctye). 


of borse-manuro into it about a yard away 
from the wall. I understand fruit-trees do not 
want manure when planted. I am raising 
Onions in the greenhouse to get them strong 
to be planted out, 6 inches apart, in April. 
Do you think the above border would be a 
good site, as it is shielded from north and 
east winds? The Potatoes I have for seed are 
Greet Scot, Rob Roy, and White City, the 
Onions Ailea Craig and Cranston’s Excelsior. 
I have dng the ground deeply. Do you think 
tt would be better to dig more manure in? 
I could do so ns I have plenty. Is the ground 
improved by being moved two or three times 
in the winter? The previous tenant said it 
would not do any good. This is how he used 
to dig it: He put about eix barrowloads of 
manure on the lot and dug it from half a 
spade to a spade deep.— Beebe. 

[The vegetables enumerated would do 
well in such a position, but in a border 
SO feet in length no great area of either 
could be grown. The kinds of Potatoes 
mentioned would certainly not be suitable 
for such a position. These should be 
grown in the open in rows 3 feet asunder. 
For the border you require short-topped 
varieties, such as SJnype's Vietru - or 
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NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Sowing Cauliflowers.—Cauliflowers are such 
a welcome vegetable in many households that 
when sowing, thought should )>o given to more 
than one variety in order that a succession 
may be had. I always find that Cauliflowers 
raised in the gentle warmth of a bed made up 
of leaves aiul stable-manure in a frame, sow¬ 
ing the seed from the end of February to early 
in April, are better than plants raised under 
warmer conditions. Early London, Walcheren. 
and Autumn Oiant are good sorts on which 
anyone may rely. Well manured ground is 
essential for Cauliflowers, and liquid-manure 
should be given the plants during the season.— 
Townsman. 

Lettuce.—Lettuces love a richly-manured 
and fairly light soil, whether Cos or Cabbage 
sorts be grown. A good plan is where a 
manure heap has stood to fix up the bed there. 
Sowing should be thin, and the plants pricked 
off early. A well-mulched bed, attended to in 
a dry time as regards watering, will furnish 
many crisp-hearted Lettuces. The first sow¬ 
ing should be in March and onwards for suc¬ 
cession. Approved varieties, though costing a 
little more, are always more satisfactory than 
cheap, nondescript sorts.— Leahfrst. 


is canker, us, just when the plant has, ap¬ 
parently, become established, with a nice 
spread of branches, it often fails suddenly 
through canker of the main stem or of the 
main branches, and, as a rule, there is no 
recovery nor remedy. I know of one in¬ 
stance, however, where a huge plant, which 
entirely fills the roof of a span-roofed 
greenhouse about 20 feet long and 12 feet 
wide lias been badly cankered on the 
main stem for more than twenty years, yet 
continues, with unfailing regularity, to 
bear splendid crops of lovely blooms every 
year. The canker has caused a swelling 
on the stem about half as large as a foot¬ 
ball. I have grown this Rose for many 
years in pots and planted out, and, from 
experience, find that the plants continue 
healthy for about seven years, then canker 
sets in, and, in my case, the plants have 
never tieen profitable long afterwards. 

I have had much success in propagating 
young shoots, witli a small heel of older 
wood attached, in bottom heat in spring, 
flowering the plants in pots. The finest 
blooms are secured by growing the plants 
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in a border at the back of a vinery or other 
fruit-house, or in a border, so that the 
shoots can be trained to wires under the 
glass as double cordons. In this way it is 
not at all difficult to get shoots in a single 
year 10 feet long. When well ripened, fine 
blooms are obtained from nearly all the 
buds on the cordon, as there should not be 
any shortening of the shoots. A new shoot 
is trained in every year and the flower¬ 
bearing one cut out. I am not claiming 
this as my own method, as many cultiva¬ 
tors have so treated their Mardcbal Niels, 
but I do think that many more should do 
so. There are, in hundreds of glass struc¬ 
tures, suitable odd spaces where plants 
may be so grown. Every year a batch of 
young plants should be propagated, or 
otherwise obtained to replace any ex¬ 
hausted ones. 

I have found nice fibrous loam which has 
been stacked about four months the best 
rooting medium. It should be used almost 
dry and made very firm on a drainage of 
broken bricks. When leaf-soil is added I 
find that canker comes more quickly. 

_G. G. B. 

ROSA MOYESL 

RkCEiviKn an Award of Merit in 1908, 
when shown by Messrs. Veitcb, there has 
elapsed a sufficient time for many to test 
the garden value of one of the most re¬ 
markable Roses yet introduced. Hence 
its securing the higher award—the first- 
class certificate—in June last seemed but 
its due reward. All the same, it is ex¬ 
tremely doubtful whether this unique kind 
has yet appealed to the majority of those 
who delight in beautiful flowering plants, 
and it is not one of those things, once its 
real merit is revealed, that Rose growers 
are likely to monopolise. For it, indeed, 
there would appear a far wider field of 
usefulness than the ordinary Rose border— 
if, indeed, it is even suited to that—gener¬ 
ous grouping on the lawn being better cal¬ 
culated to show to advantage the brilliance 
both of flower and fruit with which it is 
endowed. In each of these respects it is 
practically unique, though the spiny- 
fruited R. Fargesi comes near it in colour, 
and in that the somewhat shorter hips are 
urceolate ns in the first-named species. 
Hence there is the promise from estab¬ 
lished examples of R. Moyesi of two sea¬ 
sons of beauty—flower and fruit. Beauti¬ 
ful, too, in leaf, it is welcome in this stage, 
and associates well w'ith other plants. I 
have it in a bed with Lilium Henryi spring¬ 
ing up between, though whether the orange 
flowers of the Lily will blend with the 
colour of the hips remains to be seen. In 
leaf they associate most happily. The 
success of the Rose in a particularly light 
soil—Ileath-liko in character, indeed—is a 
surprise to me, and now that the plants 
have taken hold I am looking for better 
results still. 

The chief lesson the gardener has to 
learn, however, concerns pruning and 
flowering on the old wood— i.e., the growth 
of the previous year—pruning, as ordin¬ 
arily understood, can only be indulged in 
at the expense of flower. Hence, in large 
measure, the plant’s growth may be 
allowed to go unchecked, removing ouiy 
thin and useless shoots and occasionally 
entirely such older branches as have played 
their part in order to encourage new 
growth from the base. Seedling-raising of 
the species, too, should be well worth 
while. E. H. Jenkins. 


" The English Flower Garden and Home 

Grounds. "—Sew Edition, I£th, revised, tvith descriptions 
of all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium 8vo, 15s.; 
post free, 15s. 6d. OJ all Booksellers or from the office 
of Oardeniwo IllustrateXI/ 63, Lincoln's Zrm Fields, 
London, W.C, 


GARDEN FOOD. 


CEREAL COOKERY. 

Cereals are seeds of certain of the Grass 
family. They are very compact and are 
veritable storehouses of- nourishment, 
having on an average about 85 per cent, 
nutritive value. On account of their com¬ 
pactness it is often advantageous to grind 
or crush them, thus also increasing the 
variety in cereal products. The cooking of 
cereals is for two purposes—viz., the soft¬ 
ening of the cellulose and the changing of 
the starch from an insoluble to a soluble 
form. The latter is accomplished in a 
comparatively short time, hut the thorough 
softening of the cellulose ofttimes requires 
several hours’ cooking, the time varying 
with tlie grain or the fineness of the grind¬ 
ing. A double boiler is prefernble to the 
saucepan or kettle for the cooking, ns it 
is a safeguard against burning and also 
cooks the grain without ebullition, which 
prevents the pastiness so often met with 
in mushes. A fireless cooker is ideal for 
the cooking of this class of foods. To ob¬ 
tain (lie best results, definite proportions 
of liquids and cereals must lx- used. The 
water should bo boiling when the cereal is 
introduced and should lie allowed to boil 
five to ten minutes or until the grain is 
thickened or set. Then place in another 
vessel containing boiling water, or, better 
still, use a double boiler. Whole or nearly 
whole grains should not l>e stirred while 
cooking. They may be lifted occasionally 
with the aid of a fork, care being taken 
not to crush the grains.—“ The New 
Cookery.” 


LEEKS. 

These, abundant in many gardens and 
markets now, are often grown by the 
gardener, but forgotten by the British 
cook. The French and Scotch make more 
use of the vegetable. 

Braised Leeks. —Take the white part of a 
bunch of young Leeks, and pull off the outside 
leaves. Wash anti drain well. Put them in a 
etew or braise pan with a pint of good stock, 
1 oz. of butter, two small braised Onions stuck 
with two Cloves, and a bouquet garni, and 
when cooked drain, dish up on a slice of 
toasted bread, then pour over a white or brown 
sauce according to taste, and serve. 

Leeks av graiin.— Wash, trim, and cook the 
Leeks in salted water or stock, then drain 
them. Butter a gratin-dish, put in the Leeks, 
covering each layer with white or brown sance, 
and season to taste. Coat the top layer with 
sauce, besprinkle with grated cheese and 
breadcrumbs, and put a few tiny pieces of 
butter on top. Then bake in the oven till the 
top is nicely browned. 

Leeks a la Ravigote.— Take six young Leeks 
and cut away the roots and leaves. Cut in 
two, lengthways, and put them into a stew- 
pan. Cover with slices of bacon, moisten with 
white 6tock, and add a sprig of Parsley. When 
they are boiled drain away the liquor, and 
allow them to cool. Serve in a vegetable dish 
covered with the following sauce :—Mix in a 
small bowl a t ea-pocnfill of mustard and two 
of Tarragon vinegar. Add gradually some oil, 
and finally two chopped Shallots, salt, and 
pepper, and chopped Parsley. 

Leek soup.— Place in a Are-proof earthenware 
pot ( marmite ) an old fowl, previously drawn 
and disjointed, and fill up with cold water; 
boil up and drain, then add Eome soup, veget¬ 
ables, and seasoning. When the bird is cooked, 
take up and remove the meat from the bones, 
and cut it in even-sized pieces. Take two or 
three ynung Leeks, wash and drain, cut off 
the white part of each, and divide in 1-inch 
pieces, blend and cook the Leeks in the 
strained chicken stock. When cooked, add the 
pieces of chicken to the soup, also a handful 
of Rice previously cooked in white stock, 
season to taste, and serve hot.—"How to Cook 
Vegetables.” 



NOTES AND ItEPLIES. 

Watercress soup. —Wash two bunches of 
Watercress; pluck the leaves from the 
thick stems and throw thorn into a sauce¬ 
pan of boiling water. After a minute re¬ 
move the Cress with a strainer and chop 
it finely; put a piece of butter into 
another saucepan and add the chopped 
Cress; turn it with a spoon in the butter 
on a slow fire for a few' seconds, then add 
hot water sufficient to make the soup. 
When it boils, drop in as many tablespoon- 
fills of tapioca as there are guests; salt 
and pepper. Beat the yolk of an egg in 
the soup tureen, add a lump of butler (and 
a small cup of double cream if convenient), 
and when the tapioca is cooked, slowly 
pour the contents of the saucepan into the 
tureen, stirring constantly in order to 
avoid curdling the egg. This soup can he 
made without cream, but is greatly im¬ 
proved if cream is added to the egg and 
butter.—“ Home Cookery in War Time.” 

The Potiron rouge.— When 1 lie Expedi¬ 
tionary Force returns from France, our 
soldiers will probably have made acquaint¬ 
ance with pntago Potiron, because Pump¬ 
kins are in season while Ihcy are fighting 
on French soil. In the French quarter of 
London you can buy pieces of Pumpkin by 
the pound, as you buy cheese. As soon as 
you have acquired a pound of Pumpkin, 
peel it and clean it, and put it for a little 
while in 1 Killing water. Meanwhile you 
ought to have been frying in butter a Leek 
and an Onion out up into small pieces. 
You place the Pumpkin (which must also 
lie cut up into small pieces) with llie Leek 
and Onion in a saucepan, pepper and salt 
them, and then drown them in warm water 
With tlie lid on the pun, they must cook 
slowly for over an hour. Cut up three or 
four medium-sized Potatoes and put them 
with tlie other vegetables in the pan. After 
thirty or forty minutes more of slow cook¬ 
ing, the soup will be ready. Some people 
fry slices of Carrot with the Onion and 
the Leek, but I am shy of recommending 
this course to everyone, as many house¬ 
wives will not take pains to see that the 
Carrots are in first-class condition. A 
poor Carrot has brought many a good dish 
to a bad end. This Pumpkin soup ought to 
cost about a penny a portion, allowing 
nearly half-a-pint to each person.—“ Homo 
Cookery In War Time.” 


Fruit and its Effeot. —Too much cannot 
bo said in favour of the use of fruits. 
They should form a part of every day’s 
dietary and if possible a part of every 
meal. Their nutriment consists chiefly of 
the natural fruit sugars which are ready 
for absorption, hence are at once refresh¬ 
ing and cooling. Their acids are cleans¬ 
ing. Their mineral salts are alkaline and 
are valuable for improving the condition 
of the blood. They are especially valuable 
as an appetiser, as they appenl through the 
three senses—sight, smell, and taste. 
They appeal through the sense of sight be¬ 
cause of their charm of colour and beauty 
of contour; they appenl to the sense of 
smell because of the pleasant aroma ; they 
appeal to the sense of taste through the 
ethereal substance producing the flavours. 
When fresh fruit is not obtainable, dried 
fruit may be used advantageously. Hav¬ 
ing been deprived of their moisture, the 
method of preparation should be such as 
to gain it back, hence they should be 
soaked in cold water for several hours, or 
if possible overnight. The time of soak¬ 
ing may be shortened somewhat by pouring 
boiling" water over the washed fruit aud 
letting it stand for a few hours. The 
cooking should be sjow and gentle ,—“ The 
New Cookery.* 1 
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OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

THU FLOWER GARDEN AT 
HILLBROOK PLACE. 

We have several times described the more 
picturesque parts of this place, and now 
show the flower garden in close relation 
to the house as it often should be. Tea 
Roses do admirably, and are fringed and 
carpeted with rinks and various dwarf 
plants, the paths being of old worn stone. 
Where a flower garden is near the house, 
as in this case, a dry walk is a great 
gain in winter, and at all seasons ill wet. 
It is also a gain as to labour in winter and 
spring where earth and soil have to be 
frequently used and moved. To do so with 
gravel or other walk surfaces is very in- 


The house, recently built by the late Sir 
| Henry Yorke, is beautifully clad with 
| climbers that do better on walls, such as 
! the Jalap plant (very tall and handsome), 
the dry gravelly and chalky soil suiting 
it. Against the wall, too, the handsome 
and rare Fremontia caiifornica was 
planted, but asserted its freedom and grew 
away from the wall as a tall shrub well 
covered with golden flowers. W. 


HARDY FLOWER NOTES. 
Adonis veknalis. —I have transplanted 
this in autumn and in early spring; but, 
if possible. I would never move established 
plants after October. The Adonis is like 
the Christmas Rose, Hepatica, and some 
other things which cannot bear root dis¬ 
turbance without suffering a loss of vita- 


kept free from weeds and given an annual 
winter top-dressing of some kind. Hardy 
plants of this description should never be 
grown in the herbaceous border, where 
there must be periodical overhauling, ne¬ 
cessitating the use of spade and fork. In 
every garden, large and small, it is pos¬ 
sible to find spots suitable for plants of 
this description, which yield so much 
pleasure for so little labour. 

Winter-flowering Crocuses.— Here wc 
have a family of bulbous plants which de¬ 
mand the same treatment—that-'ls, to be 
well planted and left alone. A cosy corner, 
open to the sun, but away from the direct 
influence of icy winds, is the place for 
them. Associated with strong-growing 
things of an encroaching nature, they are 
bound to suffer at some time. The man 



The flower garden, Hillbrook Place. 


convenient. Some attempt lias been made , 
of late to describe this plan ns an affecta¬ 
tion by men who have not considered its 
gain. Where we place flower beds in turf 
that is a good way, too, but for flower gar¬ 
dens near the house stone paths are essen¬ 
tial for comfort. 

In some stone districts quarry waste may 
often be used in the making of such walks. 
About London a vast amount of old pave¬ 
ment stones has been used with good effect, 
and, in the end, economy. In this garden 
the stone paths do away with the need of 
any specially-made edging -often an ugly 
affair. Finks, Thymes, Tufted Pansies, 
and many sorts of dwarf plants form the 
edgings and soften the lino of 6tones. A 
little low wall separates the garden from 
Grassy lawns near where flowering shrubs 
are grouped. 


lity, which is more or less marked accord¬ 
ing to the way in which the work is done. 
I once broke up some well-established 
specimens early in March. The spring and 
early summer were unusually hot and dry, 
and although, by frequent moistening, they 
did not die, there was a serious cheek, 
from which it took them two seasons to re¬ 
cover their normal vigour and bloom-bear¬ 
ing capacity. For trade purposes division 
may be necessary, although propagation 
from seeds is by far the best plan. The 
amateur should carefully select a spot 
which lie knows can ho consecrated to this 
plant, where spade and fork will exercise 
no disturbing influence. This Adonis be¬ 
longs to a very valuable class of hardy 
plants, which, if well placed, require no 
periodical lifting, but increase in bloom- 
bearing power from year to year, if only 


who can do his own work, or who employs 
a man who knows the nature of every 
plant on the place and where it is, may 
place things of this kind where he pleases, 
but them are frequently changes, and the 
new man, working in ignorance, may do a 
lot of harm in a very short time. Then 
there is the jobbing gardener—a worthy, 
steady-going man in a general way, but 
who rarely has a knowledge of the liner 
kinds of hardy flowers, and who is unwill¬ 
ingly apt to damage them in the resting 
time. I once knew nn amateur who an¬ 
nually spent a considerable sum on hardy 
plants, but he did not know their needs. 
They were all planted in the borders, and 
every winter a man was put In to tidy up 
and dig the ground over. It made my 
heart ache to see the destruction to really 
good and uncommon plants. 
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FRITILLARIA LATI FOLIA. —By renSOn of its 

vigour and enduring nature, this is a fit 
companion to the above, but, like them, is 
weakened and even destroyed by root dis¬ 
turbance. It is one of those tilings that 
were in much favour with the bygone 
generation of gardeners, wiio knew notiiing 
of ribbon borders and carpet bedding. I 
remember seeing this and its relative 
pallida in an old-fashioned garden in my 
lioyliood, but although I have been in 
scores of gardens large and small since 
that time, I never once came across these 
two species until I purchased some bulbs 
some years ago. F. latifolia is just the 
plant that is likely to bo overlooked by the 
majority of flower lovers, especially by 
those who only value hardy flowers for 
their effectiveness. The flowers are too 
dull in colour to command the attention of 
many, but they possess a quiet bcauty 
which has always appealed to me. 
Although free of growth, this species, in 
my experience, does not increase rapidly, 
but it ripens an abundance of seed, and I 
fancy that the bulbs offered in the trade 
are seedlings, for the flowers vary con¬ 
siderably in colour. Anyone who chooses 
to do so can raise a stock of this species 
by sowing the seeds when ripe and keep¬ 
ing them in a cool frame until they ger¬ 
minate, which they will do in early spring. 

J. Cornhill. 


ANNUALS FOR THE FLOWER 
GARDEN. 

Is all cases where economy will have to 
l>e considered, especially so far as the 
flower garden is concerned, it is probable 
that hardy and half-hardy annuals will 
have to form the main feature of this 
season’s display, more jinrtieulariy in 
those places that have hitherto somewhat 
neglected the perennials and relied princi¬ 
pally on tender plants that have to be 
sheltered in glass structures during the 
winter. The sowing of hardy annuals in 
tlie autumn has much to recommend it if 
the state of the ground will enable this to 
1)0 done, for a stronger plant is thereby 
obtained and the flowering season both ad¬ 
vanced and prolonged, especially if the 
ground is thoroughly prepared and the 
seedlings well thinned. However, it some¬ 
times happens that ground is in hardly a 
lit state for seed sowing in late autumn, 
and when the operation is deferred it can 
be put in hand at any time after the New 
Year as circumstances will permit; that is, 
so far as the hardy annuals are concerned. 
It is not advisable to be in a hurry with 
half-hardy things; indeed, with the recol¬ 
lection of the weather experienced the last 
few seasons, probably the middle of May 
is soon enough to sow in the open. 

It will be advisable to select things most 
appropriate for the beds, alike in the mat¬ 
ter of colour and height. Thus in one part 
of the garden blue in different shades may 
l)e the predominating colour, in another 
yellow, and in another pink relieved occa¬ 
sionally, if deemed advisable, by white, 
scarlet, and darker shades. The majority 
of this class of plants is fairly dwarf, but 
there are quite sufficient a trifle taller to 
allow for filling a few large beds. Thus 
one could have a centre of Nieotiana 
Sander® surrounded by blocks of the rose 
and white Lavatera, and another centre 
of Canary Creeper raised up a bit on 
irregular twigs with groups of the lemon 
and orange Calendulas and the taller 
Coreopsis. It is rather interesting to grow 
different families together where space 
permits in one or several beds, as one 
might do with perennials. The many 
forms and shades of Aster sinensis are an 
example of this, and the same idea can be 
carried out with Cornflowers. Marigolds, 
and Nasturtiums. There are other annuals 
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that can have an occasional bed reserved 
for them, as, for instance, Linum graudi- 
florum, Phacelia campanularia, and 
Nigella Miss Jekyll. 

Among the dwarfer annuals suitable for 
small beds one recalls Linaria, Nemesia, 
and Nemophila, although the last is. per¬ 
haps, not quite lasting enough to be 
planted or sown for summer flowering un¬ 
less it is sown late, when the variety 
known as N. ntomaria oculuta makes an 
exceptionally pretty bed if grouped with 
the annual form of Gypsophiln (G. ele- 
gans). Pansies can be relied on to come 
fairly true from seed and give a brilliant 
and most enduring display. E. B. S. 

Hardwick 


STERNBEROIAS AT CAMBRIDGE. 
Few plants are more valuable in the rock 
garden, the open border, and even for the 
edge of shrubberies, for they brighten up 
the garden with their beautiful yellow 
Crocus-like flowers at this season of the 
year for quite two months, and with such 
bulbs as Zephyrnnthes, Colchicums, and 
Crocus, that flower during the autumn, 
they add a touch of warm yellow, whiclt 
others lack. It is essential that they 
should be planted in a warm spot in well- 
drained soil and should lie left un¬ 
disturbed. Apart from that their require¬ 
ments are so easily met that one wonders 
why this beautiful class of plant is not 
more often grown. 

Sternbercia lutea, commonly known ns 
the Winter Daffodil, is the supposed Lily 
of the Field of Scripture, a native of the 
Mediterranean region from Spain and 
Algeria to Syria and Persia. There are 
several forms of this, but the variety an- 
gustifolia is by far the best, as it soon 
becomes established and blooms more 
freely than any other. This and the type 
are always an attractive feature in the 
Cambridge Botanic Gardens at this season 
of the year, with their rich deep yellow 
flowers. 

Sternbergia Fischeri, a native of the 
Caucasus, somewhat resembles S. lutea, 
and by some authorities is considered only 
a form of that species. It differs, how¬ 
ever, in blooming in the spring, and by its 
stipitate ovary and capsule. 

Sternbergia macrantha, from Asia 
Minor, is a handsome species, but not so 
relinble as forms of S. lutea. although its 
large bold flowers are double the size. 
The flowers appear in the autumn, but the 
foliage does not appear until the spring. 
Another species not usually seen in culti¬ 
vation is 

S. coi.chicifi.ora, a native of S. Europe, 
and another autumn-flowering species, the 
foliage of which appears in the spring. It 
is of diminutive growth when compared 
with forms of S. lutea, the perianth seg¬ 
ments little more than an inch long.—F. G. 
Prestox, Cambridge, in Irish Gardening. 


STATUES IN WRONG PLACES. 

To a lover of Nature, says American 
Gardening, it is distressing to see a 
number of fine trees destroyed to make 
room for a wretched monument. As to the 
people to whose memory many of these 
monuments have been erected, wo will 
leave it to Park Commissioner Ward, New 
York, to state the case, which he does in 
the following manner: — 

“ Many of our monuments are medi¬ 
ocre and worthless as works of art. 
Valuable sites have been given to per¬ 
petuate the memory of people who had 
little real claim to such honour. Some 
portions of the city are literally strewn 
with monuments and statues that are 
commonplace and inartistic. The de¬ 
partment would welcome any method 
Whereby tlie city could rid itself of a 


number of statues and monuments 
which encumber its iiarks and open 
spaces.” 

[In any great oitg there is room enough 
in streets and avenues, on and near public 
buildings for statues without disfiguring 
public gardens. —Ed.] 

Papaver umbrosum.—It eowu early this will 
bloom in autumn, but the finest plants are 
thoee from seeds sown about June or July, 
and which, after standing the winter, will 
flower early the following summer. If cut in 
the evening when the colour is just showing, 
the flowers will open in water and retain their 
beauty much longer. P. umbrosum generally 
etands the winter well, and, as a rule, self-sown 
seedlings come up freely. One winter, how¬ 
ever, all my seedlings of annual Poppies, in¬ 
cluding umbrosum, were destroyed by a late 
frost, and it was only after a year or two 
that P. umbrosum appeared again from seeds 
which bad lain dormant and had been brought 
nearer the surface by cultivation.—S. ARNorr. 


INDOOR PLANTS. 

THE WARM GREENHOUSE IN 
WINTER. 

Zonal Pelargoniums are indispensable 
all through tlie dull months, and they are 
just now giving us some fine trusses of 
flower. These are all spring-struck plants, 
grown on in tlie summer months in the 
open air and transferred to a warm green¬ 
house in September, where, with a mini¬ 
mum temperature of HO degs., they come 
quickly into flower, and continue in bloom 
for some three or four months. Spar- 
mannla afrlcana and Eupatorium ripnrium 
are flowering with the Pelargoniums, form¬ 
ing a pleasing contrast to the bright colours 
of tlie latter, as well as furnishing useful 
material for cutting. A few dozen plants 
of Libonia penrhosiensis are flowering 
freely on a shelf; this variety is consider¬ 
ably better than floribunda, both in habit, 
leaf, and flower, and, from its pendent 
habit and bright-coloured flowers, is a use¬ 
ful plant for the edges of large va6es, 
jardinieres, etc. There is no brighter or 
more pleasing plant at this season than 
the Bouvardia, and the warm greenhouse 
would hardly he complete without a batch 
of tills favourite flower. A few dozen 
Cyclamens are just coming into bloom, and 
will be welcomed for more than one pur¬ 
pose. A few plants of Epiphylium raised 
at intervals break tlie line of the Cycla¬ 
mens, and form a very pleasing contrast 
to the white varieties of the latter flower. 
I wonder tlie Epiphylium does not find a 
place in every garden, as it is of easy cul¬ 
ture, and there are few even among the 
more costly flowers that are brighter 
during the dull months than this old- 
fashioned succulent. Another old favourite 
that is easily grown, and that makes a 
nice vase plant, with a long blooming sen- 
son, is Cypripedium insigne. There are 
few things that give less trouble than this 
old Lady's Slipper, and although many of 
the new varieties are, doubtless, far more 
beautiful, a well-flowered plant of C. in¬ 
signe with, say, a dozen large, well- 
developed blooms In an SJ-inch pot, is not 
to be despised. The winter-flowering 
Begonias are also very bright. 

There is an idea still prevalent amongst 
amateurs that many of the above-named 
plants will flower freely through autumn 
and winter in any ordinary greenhouse, 
and that it is only necessary to keep out 
frost to get plenty of bloom. It is as well, 
therefore, to reiterate the statement that 
a minimum temperature of 50 degs. is abso¬ 
lutely necessary to keep up a continuous 
I supply of flowers during winter in the 
warm greenhouse. 
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THE CHIRONIAS. 

The genus Chironin consists of about a 
<lozen sixties, all of which are natives of 
South Africa. By fur the liest known, 
and. in fact, the only species in general 
cultivation, is that usually grown under 
the name of 

Chironia ixifera, but which is now re¬ 
garded ns- synonymous with Chironin 
linoides. This species was, according to 
the “Dictionary of Gardening,” intro¬ 
duced in 17S7. It was in bygone days fre¬ 
quently grown ns a specimen plant, but 
in time almost dropped out. of cultivation. 
About twenty years or so ago it was taken 
in hand l>v some of our nurserymen, and, 


another showy species, which is widely dis¬ 
tributed over the eastern side of South 
Africa. This is of a spreading habit of 
growth with broader leaves than the pre¬ 
ceding. The flowers, too, are of a kind of 
rosy-purple tint, and are freely produced 
in late summer and autumn. It was intro¬ 
duced during the first half of the last cen¬ 
tury, but would appear to have soon 
become lost to cultivation. It was, how¬ 
ever, reintroduced in 1887 by Air. William 
Watson, of Kcw, when travelling in South 
Africa, l-’or some reason or other, how¬ 
ever, it never became generally grown, 
though its merits as a decorative plant as 
seen at Kcw arc great. 


C. Fischer!, C. lloribundn, 0. diantbiflora, 
and C. glutinosa. 

Culture.— The culture of C. ixifera and 
C. peduneularis is not at all difficult. Cat- 
tings of the young shoots may be readily 
struck in the spring if put into weii- 
drained pots of sandy soil and placed in a 
close propagating case where there is a 
gentle bent. The plants so obtained will 
grow away freely in a mixture of loam, 
peat, and sand. It Is very necessary that 
they lx- stopped two or three times during 
their growing period in order to ensure a 
Imshy habit. Being natives of youth 
Africa, the Chironias arc essentially green¬ 
house plants. K. I!. W. 



Flowering shoots of Chironia peduneularis. From a drawing ly U. G. Moon. 


delightful examples being grown in pots 
5 inches In diameter, it soon became popu¬ 
lar. One point in its favour is that the 
rich pink blossoms are borne in lute 
summer and early autumn, a time when 
many greenhouse flowering plants are past 
their best. Unlike some of the others. 
Chironia ixifera is of a shrubby character, 
and forms a littlo, upright, bushy speci¬ 
men that will flower freely when from 
13 inches to IS inches high. The narrow 
leaves are of a somewhat glaucous tone of 
green, such as is to be found in many of 
the Pinks, the blossoms are of a pleasing 
shade of deep pink and Ihe anthers bright 
yellow. 

Chironia pEnuxciu.Aiufbvlicrc figurad, Is 

Gocgle 


Chironia palustris was also introduced 
at the same time by Mr. Watson. It was 
growing in company with C. peduneularis 
in moist places among Grass. It is quite 
distinct from the others in its long spatliu- 
late, fleshy, green leaves and fleshy roots. 
It reaches a height of 18 inches or there¬ 
abouts, and the rosy-red flowers are each 
about a couple of inches across. It is 
more particular in its cultural require¬ 
ments than the two preceding kinds. 
These three species are all that occur in 
the “Kcw Hand List,” and of them C. 
ixifera is the only one which can be ob¬ 
tained from ordinary trade sources. 
Other species, however, are 0. baccifera, 


Varieties of Indian Azaleas.-—A. rosceflora, 
also known as A. balsam in* flora and A. Rolli- 
soni, forms a low-spreading bush, clothed with 
narrow leaves. The flowers are double, each 
over a couple of inches across, and of a pleas¬ 
ing shade of salmon-pink. When partially 
opened, the blossoms bear a great resemblance 
to rosebuds, hence the varietal name. It is 
quite hardy in the London district, but as a 
rule it is seen to better advantage under glass. 
When this Azalea was first introduced it was 
frequently grafted on to naked stems. In this 
way it, presented an artificial appearance, 
compared with plants grown naturally.—T. 

Azalea Hexe bears a certain resemblance to 
A. amoena, one of its parents, while the blos¬ 
soms are of a bright crimson colour. This is 
grown in.immense numbers in small pole. 
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FRUIT, 

GROWING FRUIT-TREES ON WALL. 

I have a plot of ground, 12 feet wide and about 
90 feet long, with a wall 20 feet high facing 
south-wcet. Do you think I could grow cordon 
fruit-trees on it? If so, what kinde?— Beeby. 

[You should be able to grow cordon 
fruit-trees successfully against the wall in 
question. The most suitable would be 
Apples, Pears, Plums, and Cherries. A 
wall of the length named would accommo¬ 
date 40 trees, these consisting of 10 Apples, 
in eight varieties; 14 Pears, in 12 varie¬ 
ties ; 12 Plums, in eight varieties; and 
10 Cherries, in live varieties. Of Apples, 
we recommend the following:—James 
Grieve, Mother, Cox’s Pomona, Duke of 
Devonshire, Annie Elizabeth, Lane’s 
Prince Albert, and two each of Cox’s 
Orange and Ribston Pippin. The Pears 
may be Itcnrre Giffard, William’s Bod 
Chrdtien, Marguerite Marillat, Fondante 
d’Automne, Beurrd Hardy, Louise Bonne 
of Jersey, Thomson’s, Comte de Lamy, 
Winter Nells, Nouvelle Fulvle, and two 
each of Marie Louise and Doyenne du 
Cornice. Of Plums, select Denniston’s 
Superb, Early Transparent, Kirke’s, Reine 
Claude d’Athan, Lawson’s Golden Gage, 
McLaughlin’s, and three each of Jefferson 
and Golden Drop. A good selection of 
Cherries would be : Two May Duke, two 
Elton, two Bigarreau Napoleon, two Early 
Rivers’, and two Governor Wood. If de¬ 
sirous of having two Vines, plant Reine 
Olga, one at either end of wall, and re¬ 
duce Jefferson and Golden Drop Plums to 
two of each. For the stone fruits, mix old 
limc-rubblo with the staple. Do not use 
manure for them, but if a stimulant is re¬ 
quired sprinkle 4 oz. of bone-meal on each 
square yard of the 3 feet space left un- 
manured at the foot of the wall, usually 
termed the alley. Dig this in with a fork, 
and mix as intimately with the soil as pos¬ 
sible. Burnt soil, wood-ashes, and loam, 
if you have it, would also prove valuable 
additions to what will really be the border 
for the fruit-trees.] 


NOTES AND IIEP LIES. 

Strawberries.—In August last I planted out 
some Strawberry runners. Now I And they are 
not in the right part of the garden. Please 
say which is the best month to move them? 
Do you think Hop-manure would be a good 
thing to put on my Strawberry beds instead of 
farmyard manure or straw—both bad to get 
in this parish? 1 am afraid the Hop-manure 
would blow away before the Strawberries were 
ripe. I want something to protect the Straw- 
lrerries from the soil.— Fish. 

TAny time during the first half of next 
month, when the weather is open, would 
lie a good time to move the Strawberry 
plants in question. Lift with a good ball 
of soil attached to the roots, make holes 
large enough to accommodate the balls, so 
that some fine soil can he worked round 
them, and finish by making all lirm by 
treading. See that the plants are not 
planted too deeply, or, on the other hand, 
too shallow, both leading to unsatisfactory 
after-results. Stable litter, if placed 
between tbe rows prior to the flowering of 
the plants, becomes washed clean and de¬ 
odorised by the action of rain before the 
fruit ripens, and is the best material to 
employ to prevent it becoming splashed 
with soil. Long Grass cut and dried in the 
sun also answers the same purpose. With 
regard to the manure you mention, we have 
had no experience with it for Strawberry 
culture. If a dressing of farmyard 
manure cannot be afforded, apply to a firm 
of repute who deal in artificial manures, 
state your requirements, and they will then 
send you a suitable and reliable manure 
for tlie purpose. Apply this according to 
directions sent/PTTTi If] I 
Digitized by VjCK *Q1C 


The codlin moth.—I have got come very fine 
Apple-trees, but every Apple drops off, with a 
worm or maggot in the centre. I believe the 
trees should be painted or sprayed with a very 
strong solution. Would you mind telling me 
what it is and the name and address of a firm 
that could supply the 6ame?—Tnos. H. Davison. 

[The fruit-trees in question should be 
sprayed at once with caustic alkali solu¬ 
tion. If, as we surmise, they have not 
hitherto been so treated, one application 
will not suffice, and they must be sprayed 
again early next month. It is the larva of 
the codlin moth (CarpoCapsa pomonella) 
that causes the trouble you complain of. 
As the adult grubs ascend the trees and 
spin cocoons in the rough portions of the 
bark on stems and branches their numbers 
can be considerably reduced by a thorough 
spraying as directed. Other steps to take 
to avert the mischief are, as soon as the 
fruit is set and the petals have fallen, to 
spray with Swift’s arsenate of lead paste. 
The moths arrive at maturity about the 
time the trees come into flower, and begin 
to lay their eggs in the eye of the fruit. 
It is to kill the eggs that spraying at this 
stage is imperative. Use this at the rate 
of 6 ozs. to 10 gallons of water, and apply 
in the form of a fine spray. Other pre¬ 
cautions are to collect all fallen and grubby 
fruit during the coming season and destroy 
it. This alone tends to lessen future at¬ 
tack. Both Swift’s arsenate of lead paste 
and caustic alkali solution are to be ob¬ 
tained ready for use from any dealer in 
horticultural sundries.] 


THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom January 23rd.— Ja&minum nudiflorum, 
Winter Sweet (Chimonantlius Jragrans), An¬ 
dromeda jloribunda, Lanrustinvs, Hamamelis 
arborea. Daphne Mezcreum, Garrya elliptica. 
Erica lusitanica, E. mediterranea liybrida, 
E. m. glauca, E. carnea {in variety ), Cyclamen 
Coum, Snowdrops . 

The week’s work. —The weather in this dis¬ 
trict ie etill such as retards general work. At 
the time of writing the ground is etill covered 
with snow, which makes it impossible to do 
any digging or planting. However, it has been 
possible to continue the pruning of climbers 
and shrubs, and this work will shortly be com¬ 
pleted. As far as was possible, climbing Roses 
had the old flowering shoots removed, and the 
new 6hoote that developed from the base of 
the plants thinned, according to the amount 
of space to be furnished, immediately the 
flowers were over, therefore all that is necee- | 
eary now ie to cut off the unripened ends of | 
the branches and secure them. Where the 
thinning of the shoots had to be deferred till 
the present time the pruning must be done 
very sparingly, cutting out only old and weak 
shoots, and retaining as much of the strong 
wood as possible, but avoiding overcrowding. 
Any old Rose-trees which are showing signs of 
exhaustion should have a good portion of the 
surface-soil removed from about the roots and 
replaced with good loam and well-decayed 
cow-manure. Austrian Briers are not strong 
growers, therefore little pruning ie necessary, 
the principal requirements being the removal 
of weak and worn-out shoots. The flowers are 
produced on 6hoots of the previous year. 
Many of the stronger-growing plants in the 
rock garden need restricting periodically or 
they may smother smaller, choicer subjects. 
If this is done at regular intervals and carried 
out with due regard to the natural habit of 
each species, unsightly gaps may be avoided. 
After this work is done it will be found that 
some of the roots are exposed, an d these should 
be top-dressed with fine comport; indeed, it 
will be beneficial if fine soil is sprinkled over 
the whole surface. Moles are a great nuisance 
in the rock garden. Traps are set in their 
main runs and where they cross under a path. 
I aleo find that a few lengths of stout Bramble 
or some barbed wire pushed into their runs 
will often drive them away. Mice are particu¬ 
larly fond of Crocuses, and if not destroyed 
will devour whole groups. Bulbs are somewhat 


later than usual, but many are now peeping 
above ground and eigne of growth are ap¬ 
parent in the case of other early flowers. 
Where these are growing under trees it helps 
them considerably to dress them with a layer 
about half an inch thick of a rich compost, 
after it has been passed through a i-inck 
sieve. The first heavy rain will smooth down 
inequalities, and the flowers will show' that 
they are benefiting from the dressing. Alpine, 
half-hardy, and rare plants protected in 
frames need to be frequently looked over, and 
all damp leaves removed. Plenty of air is ad¬ 
mitted, and the lights removed in the middle 
of the day on all favourable occasions. Lobe¬ 
lias Firefly, Victoria, and others of the cardi- 
nalis type deserve a place in every garden, 
and when planted with good to6te are very 
telling. Plants lifted in the autumn and 
stored in boxes of leaf-soil and placed in a 
cold-frame should be removed to slightly 
warmer quarters to be divided when the fresii 
roots have become visible. These should be 
potted up into 5-inch pots in a com poet of 
loam, leaf-mould, and sand, and placed in a 
house or pit where the atmospheric tempera¬ 
ture is about 50 degs. When established they 
should be removed to cold-frames. Early 
Chrysanthemums are valuable for the mixed 
l>order or supplying cut bloom. The clumps, 
which were dug up in the autumn and placed 
in cold-frames, have developed plenty of ehoots 
suitable for cuttings. The roots may be 
divided and potted up or cuttings may be 
taken and inserted in boxes filled with sandy 
soil and placed in a frost-proof pit. Varieties 
are numerous, but the following include some 
of the most useful:— White: Framfield Early 
White, Eleingham White, and Countess; 
yellow: Carrie, Horace Martin, and Polly; 
pink: Cranford Pink, Lillie, and Normandie; 
bright crimson: Goacher’e Crimson, Wells' 
Crimson, and Crimson Grunnerwald; deep 
crimson: Mrs. E. V. Freeman, Mrs. W. Syden¬ 
ham, and Roi de Pr6cocee. F. W. Gallop. 
hiljord Hall Gardens, Oundlr, Nortliants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Sowing Peas.—Where it ie yet too risky to 
sow the high-class varieties or the Marrowfat 
Peas outdoors, seed should now be sown either 
in pots, boxes, or on turves, with a view to 
setting out the plants at the latter end of 
March or early in April next. Pots 6 inches 
in diameter are a suitable size. Boxes may be 
18 inches long and 6 inches wide, inside 
measurement. The plants, as taken out from 
them, can then be planted in their entirety. 
With regard to the employment of turves, this 
plan has much to recommend it, as, not only 
does the turf form a very satisfactory rooting 
medium for the Peas, but it serves to enrich 
the staple. The turves, if cut 3 feet in length, 
15 inches wide, and 3 inches thick, will accom¬ 
modate three drills, and when ready for plant¬ 
ing, it is an easy matter to cut each turf 
lengthwise into three portions. The drills, 
three in number, should be scooped out with a 
trowel from one end to the other—one down 
the centre and one on either side, not too 
near the edge of tlie turves, 2 inches deep. 
Sow thinly, and cover the seed with fine, light, 
rich soil. The same kind of compost in a 
rougher condition should be employed for the 
pots and boxes. Raise the plants in a cold-pit 
or Peach-house at rest, and grow them os 
hardily and sturdily as possible by affording 
them all the light and air possible. 

Broad Beans.—These should, where cold and 
ungenial soils have to be dealt with, bo sown 
either in pots or boxes and raised under the 
same conditions as Peas. In many instances 
the very dwarf varieties, such as Beck's Gem. 
etc., are preferred to the larger or long-podded 
kinds. They are very prolific and take up 
much less space than the latter. Both should, 
however, he grown where the demand is large. 
Mazagan is a good hardy and fairly dwarf 
sort to grow for first crop where the raising 
of plants under glass is out of the question 
and the garden cold and bleak. 

Onions—Where the Onion maggot ie an an¬ 
nual nuisance and the attack results in a con¬ 
siderable loss, no risk should be run by sowing 
in the usual way outdoors. Prepare the plot 
where the Onions are to be grown without 
further delay, if it has not already been done; 
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but aow the seed in boxes now, and raise it in 
slight, warmth. The area of the plot will give 
a very good idea of the number of plante re¬ 
quired when set out in rows 1 foot asunder 
and 9 inches apart in the rows. The boxes 
should be filled with light loamy soil, and the 
seed sown thinly and at no great depth or 
i inch below the surface in them. Ailea 
Craig is the mo6t popular of the varieties usu¬ 
ally grown in this way. Cranston's Excelsior 
» quite as good, but if tho whole of the Onions 
required are to be grown on this principle, one 
or more of the late-keeping kinds should be in¬ 
cluded, as these will be in sound condition 
after the foregoing have been used or are past 
their best. 


Cauliflowers.—If the stock of autumn-raised 
frame-grown plants has not wintered well or 
is not sufficient in number to meet require¬ 
ments, sow seed at once thinly in pans or 
boxes and place in slight warmth to en¬ 
courage quick germination. Any of the varie¬ 
ties designated “Forcing," with Early London, 
Walcheren. and Early Giant to form a succes¬ 
sion, would be suitable. 


Lettuces.—Make provision now for the rais¬ 
ing of a good quantity of plants of the 6mall- 
bearted. quick-growing Cabbage and Coe Let¬ 
tuces. Varieties are numerous, but Golden 
queen. Perfect Gem, and Early Paris (of the 
former), aud Nonsuch and Early Gem (of the 
latter) con be recommended, blight warmth 
only is necessary for the successful raising of 
the plants. While dealing with this subject, 
it may be mentioned that where salad material 
is scarce, Coe Liettuoes, if sown closely in boxes, 
may be cut and used like small salad when 
about 2 inches high. They are then very 
tender and appetising. 

Endive.—A sufficient number of plante of 
Batavian Endive should be weekly tied up or 
covered with elate6 or boards to maintain the 
supply for salad making. 


Chicory.—The supply of this now that other 
*alading material is not over plentiful must be 
Tegularly maintained by introducing relays of 
roots to the Mushroom-house every w’eek. 

Tomatoes.—Seed of some approved or an 
early variety like Winter Beauty or Beet of 
All should be ©own forthwith in pote or pane, 
according to the number of plants required, 
and raised in heat. Sow thinly, and as soon as 
the seedlings are well through the soil place 
the pots or pane where they can receive a 
maximum of light to ensure sturdy growth. 

Rose garden.—Established Roses need look¬ 
ing to occasionally to see that, through the 
action of rough winds, none become loosened 
at the collar and in swaying to and fro form 
fitnnel-shaped cavities round the stems. If 
this escapes notico and these cavities are filled 
with water when rain falls much mischief re- 
salts, especially in the case of Tea and other 
Tender varieties. Consolidating the soil round 
all such as need it with the feet averts trouble 
in this direction and keeps the plants firm and 
feteady. Kecently-planted Roses have had the 
Kime attention, and the soil made neat and 
tidy afterwards by scarifying the surface with 
% Canterbury hoe. Newly-planted Ramblers 
have been loosely tied for tho time being to 
their supports. Where necessary, the stakes 
to standards should bo renewed and the sterna 
fastened to them with stout, tarred twine. 

Herbaceous borders.—Run the hoe through 
the surface of established borders to loosen 
and dry the soil, and where vacant places are 
left for the sowing and planting of hardy and 
half-hardy annuals the same should be dressed 
with thoroughly decayed manure and roughly 
dug. Borders which have yet to be replanted 
ebonld be taken in hand as soon as the soil is 
in good working condition. If the soil oon- 
laine the roots of various noxious weeds, the 
border, after the plante have been lifted 
and laid in by tiie heels, must be carefully 
worked over and freed of the same before 
manuring and digging are done. 


Fruit garden.—Advantage of frosty morn¬ 
ings should be taken to push on with the 
wheeling of manure to where it is required, 
either for the fertilising of fruit quarters, in¬ 
dividual Apple, Pear, and Plum trees by the 
tide of garden paths in need of such assist¬ 
ance. or the alley® at the base of walls agamet 
which Morello Cherries, Plume, Pears—especi¬ 
ally cordons— are trained. The last, when a 
wall is given up 
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always be manured in alternate years. They 
should also be top-dressed with new compost 
consisting of fibrous loam, wood ashes, or 
burnt soil, a little lime rubbish for heavy 
staples, a small quantity of soot, and some 
bone-meal at least every third or fourth year. 
This keeps the roots near the surface and re¬ 
sults in fruit of the highest quality. A collec¬ 
tion of the best varieties of cordon Pears hoe 
been recently planted under fair conditions 
when recent climatic conditions are taken into 
consideration. For the present the stems will 
be loosely fastened to the wall, the final tying 
being deferred until the soil has settled down. 
Nothing in the shape of pruning will be done 
until autumn. 

Pruning.—This, in the case of bush and 
pyramidal trained Apples, Pears, and Plums, 
is being pushed on. A little care should be 
paid the training of these each year, which if 
done will avert all danger of the branches be¬ 
coming congested as the trees get older. This 
is easily and quickly accomplished if stakes 
some 3 feet in length are driven in where re¬ 
quired round the trees needing 6uch attention. 
Wjth the aid of suitable lengths of tarred 
cord the branches can be brought down to 
their desired positions and held there by fast¬ 
ening the cord to the tops of the stakes. Short 
lengths of old rubber tubing answer admir¬ 
ably for passing round the branches. The 
cord can be passed through them and no cut¬ 
ting or injury to bark ensues. 

Apricots.—Some trees about to be planted 
have had a good quantity of lime rubbish 
mixed with the staple at the base of the 
stations prepared for them, aud the whole 
made very firm. An equal quantity of cal¬ 
careous matter in a finer condition with an 
addition of good, sound loam will be used for 
filling in with. As the season is so far ad¬ 
vanced, pruning will be left over till autumn, 
aud the trees merely fastened to the wall for 
the present, the final tying back being left till 
April. 

Perns.—These, having been kept on the dry 
side for some time past, will now bo cut over 
and the same treatment continued until new 
fronds begin to push up, when repotting will 
take place. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Muscat Vines from which ripe Grapes are 
required in July will now be started. Cleans¬ 
ing of the rods and house and the top-dreeeing 
of the border having been completed, the 
border will be given a good soaking of tepid 
water. As Muscats requfire more heat than 
many varieties of Grapes, the starting tem¬ 
perature will be 50 degs. by night and 55 degs. 
by day, raising theso figures another 5 degs. 
directly the buds begin to break. The rode are 
syringed twice daily, and the floors, etc., 
damped as often as necessary to ensure a moist 
atmosphere. A rise of 10 degs. with the aid of 
sun heat is allowed before admitting air, clos¬ 
ing early enough to run the temperature up 
to 80 degs. 

Peach-trees in bloom require a moderately 
dry atmosphere until the fruits have set. The 
weather being dull and damp, it has been 
necessary to employ a little extra fire heat 
during the middle of the day to allow the top 
ventilators to be opened for a few hours. The 
change of temperature thus obtained will help 
the setting of the fruits. All pruning, train¬ 
ing, and dressing of fruit-trees under glass will 
be completed as soon as possible. Prepara¬ 
tions will now be made for planting 

Melons raised early in January. The struc¬ 
ture available for this orop has plenty of both 
top and bottom heat at command. The house 
will be well cleansed before the bed is made 
up. There being plenty of bottom heat, no 
assistance will b© required from a hotbed. 
Some growers prefer to plant in a small 
hillock of soil, and add quantities of loam as 
growth advances. I prefer to make the entire 
bed at once, using good fibrous loam and a 
good sprinkling of soot, wood ashes, old 
mortar rubble, and coarse sand. The bed 
should be made very firm to promote a sturdy 
growth. Ram well os the work proceeds, 
finishing off with a perfectly level surface; 
then, with the finest of the soil, make a small 
hillock in which to plant the Melons in tho 
position they are to occupy. After planting, 


a neat stick is placed and secured to the first 
wire of the trellis for training the young 
plant. Spray the young plants with tepid 
water when the weather is bright, and fre¬ 
quently damp the surroundings, repeating this 
in the evening if the wails or path become dry. 
Maintain a temperature of 65 degs. to 70 degs. 
at night, according to the conditions out-of- 
doors. Guard against oold draughts, and in 
the event of very cold weather protect the 
glass by an outside covering, which is much 
to be preferred to the use of excessive fire 
heat. 

Violets in frames need to be examined fre¬ 
quently, any damped leaves or flowers being 
very carefully removed. At this time of year the 
leaves are very crisp .and may easily bo 
broken, and, if so, are certain to damp off. 
Flowers are showing freely, and plenty of 
fresh air is admitted to the plante on every 
favourable occasion so long as the tempera¬ 
ture ie above freezing point. If frost and rain 
be kept out of the frames, exposure to all sun¬ 
shine that is possible ie all that is required. 

Vegetable garden.—Digging and trenching 
have had to be suspended owing to the wet 
state of the ground. It is necessary to com¬ 
plete this work as soon as possible, it being 
essential that the soil, especially if it is of a 
heavy nature, should be exposed to the action 
of the weather during March. One of tho 
most satisfactory methods of growing 


Maincrop and late Peas and Beans (especi¬ 
ally on light land) is to prepare good trenches 
for them, 6uch as are used for Celery. Tho 
trenches should be taken out 18 inches to 
2 feet in depth aud 15 inches in width. The 
soil at the bottom of the trenches should bo 
well forked up, and the trenches afterwards 
tilled three part6, placing a liberal layer of 
good farmyard manure in the bottom, tho 
remaining space being filled up with mauuro 
and soil from an old hotbed. Of the materials 
used in the vegetable garden, 1 find none more 
serviceable for mo6t vegetables than a compost 
that has done service for a season in portable 
frames. This compost is made into a heap i(l 
the open, and allowed to remain a few weeks 
before being used, adding to it a little soot 
and burnt garden refuse. When these are 
mixed together they are invaluable, and will 
be found to promote the growth of most veget¬ 
ables. The soil taken from the trenches may 
be left in an unbroken condition for the 
weather will break it up better than can be 
done by hand. The distance at which the 
trenches are placed from each other depends 
upon the average height of the crops. In most 
gardens Peas and Beans are not given tho 
amount of space they require. Rather than 
place rows of such tall-growing plants closely 
together, I prefer to grow another crop be¬ 
tween the rows, such as Cauliflower, Broccoli, 
or Spinach. The sunlight then reached the 
Peas and Beans quite easily, and heavier crops 
are the result. As soon as the ground is dry 
enough the 

Cabbage quarter planted in autumn wdll be 
looked over and any vacancies filled up with 
plants from the reservo bed. Drees with soot 
and stir the ground to tho depth of 2 inches 
or 3 inches. Where there is any scarcity of 
plants a small quantity of seed of an early- 
maturing variety sown now in gentle heat will 


provide plants that should produce heads fit 
for use early in the spring. A small sowing of 

Celery will now be made in pans for the 
earliest crop. The seeds, are covered very 
lightly and the pans placed on a gentle hotbed. 
Directly the seedlings appear the pans are 
stood near to the roof glass, and as soon as 
large enough to handle the seedlings are trans¬ 
planted to shallow’ boxes filled w’ith fine loam, 
leaf-mould, and spent Mushroom manure, add¬ 
ing sufficient coarse earn! to render the soil 
porous. 

Onions raised from seed sown in boxe6 at 
tho beginning of the year will soon be ready 
for pricking out into other boxes filled with 
three parts good loam, one part leaf-6oil, and 
one part spent Mushroom-manure, adding 
little bone-meal, soot, and sufficient sand to 
keep the coil open. The soil should be in a 
moderately dry condition and be made firm 
in the boxes. Plaoe the plants at a distance 
of 3 inches apart. Stand tho boxes in a light 
position in an atmospheric temperature of 
50 degs. 
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SCOTLAND. 

Pruning.— Should there be any pruning 
which yet remains to be done, it ought now to 
be completed when the weather is suitable. 
Tliis is especially necessary in the case of 
Gooseberries, for the buds will soon begin to 
push. In some districts the pruning of Goose¬ 
berries is purposely delayed because bud-eat¬ 
ing birds are numerous and destructive. When 
the bushes are pruned they should be dusted 
with some substance distasteful to birds. I 
find nothing superior to soot applied on a 
damp, but not wet, morning, and renewed a9 
occasion requires. Any attention needed by 
orchard trees of Apples and of Pears ought 
now to be given, and these trees, if possible, 
should be sprayed with an approved wash to 
remove Lichen, insects, or Moss. 

Hardy-flower borders.— In the course of the 
week more progress has been made with the 
forking up of the hardy-flower borders. Bulbs 
in these grow increasingly prominent, and it 
becomes easier to carry out the work without 
risk of damage. Where it is possible to do so, 
an allowance of manure or of half-rotted 
leaves, should manure be limited, may, as pre¬ 
viously recommended, be given. 

Dielytra spectabilis, Solomon's Seal, and 
similar things now making good progress may 
lie given a more genial temperature. Much, 
of course, depends upon the time at which 
they are required to bloom. If hurried on in 
the stove, these plants may, when in flower, be 
removed to the cooler atmosphere of the 
greenhouse or conservatory, where they will 
last in good condition longer than would be 
the case were they allowed to remain in the 
stove. In the case of Iloteia japonica, it 
should be remembered that this is when grow¬ 
ing freely a very thirsty plant. To avoid 
flagging, it is a good plan to stand the pots 
in flats or saucers, keeping these latter full 
of w’ater. 

Primulas and Cinerarias now require more 
moisture, yet care should be taken to avoid an 
excess of water, more especially in the case of 
the Primulas. As regards Cinerarias coming 
into bloom, a weak solution of a good chemi¬ 
cal fertiliser given occasionally till the colour 
*how6 is beneficial alike to foliage and flowers. 
Cinerarias are very liable to attacks of 
aphides, and these should be kept down by 
occasional vaporisings. 

Tomatoes for pots. —The first sowing of 
seeds for pot plants has been made. These 
are sown in a pan, and to avoid lankinese in 
the early stages of the seedlings the pan ought 
to be kept near the glass, preferably on a 
shelf. Pricking off should be done as soon as 
the seedlings can be safely handled. In their 
early stages I generally pat these into 3-inch 
pots, three plants round the edge of each. 
When transferred to 5-inch pots no check is 
visible from the separation of the roots. 

Stove.— While there is always some potting 
to be done at all seasons among stove plants, 
the general potting-up time is again at hand. 
As has been previously recommended, lay in 
under cover a. etore of loam and other 
materials likely to be needed, for the weather 
at the present season is not to be depended 
on. Generally speakiug, to keep stove plants 
in good health, annual repotting is needed, 
and when this is being done the balls may be 
slightly reduced and auy old roots cut off. 
Stove plants are now, as a rule, grown in 
smaller pots than was the case a quarter of 
a century ago. More loam is used in tlie com- 
post, and the use of chemical manures is 
general, these supplying the place of the soil 
used when larger pots were employed. In the 
rase of Eucharis Lilies, when the roots have 
exhausted the soil, it is I think wiser to pot 
on than to break up the piece. When potted 
on. blooms will be freely produced during the 
following year, but when broken up it may be 
some seasons before satisfactory flowering is 
resumed. Stephanotis, Allamandas, Bougain¬ 
villeas—summer-flowering climbers generally— 
ought now to be cut back to firm wood. Delay 
repotting or top-dressing until the buds begin 
to move. Should the syringing for any reason 
have been discontinued, it is now advisable to 
recommence it. using, of course, water free 
from impurities. Where the furnace chimney 
is near the house, soot will find its way into 
the tank, and such water is not at all suit¬ 
able for syringing. 
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Fruit-trees in pots.— Where these have 
hitherto been placed out-of-doors, protected by 
leaves or Bracken, they may now be returned 
to their places. It is assumed that the house 
in which they are to be accommodated has 
been thoroughly cleaned down. The walls 
should be limewasbe-d, and it is an advantage 
if a little sulphur be added to the wash. As 
soon as the plants are in position, such prun¬ 
ing as is needful can be attended to. All 
naked or useless shoots ought to be cut out. 
These will never bear fruit, and, in any case, 
it pays to keep the growths as near to the 
stem of the tree as possible, for if permitted 
to get too far from home they will only bear 
fruit on the tips. After the needful pruning, 
etc., lias been clone, the trees should bo 
cleaned. A good wash may be composed of 
soft soap, Qishurst compound, and a little sul¬ 
phur. Admit air freely on all occasions night 
and day yet awhile. 

Planting. —Any planting which has got into 
arrears should lie brought up to date as 
quickly as possible. At the same time it is 
better to delay for a week or two than to put 
out trees or shrubs into pasty soil. It ia an 
advantage if the stations can be prei»ared 
some time in advance, and if a little fine soil 
such as potting-bench refuse or something of 
that kind can be sifted and got under cover 
it will be found very serviceable for working 
in among the fibrous roots as planting goes on. 

Label-making and net-mending will pro¬ 
vide work during snowy and inclement 
weather. Neatly-darned nets are preferable to 
those in which the rents are roughly mended 
with raffia or tarred twine. Basket-making 
used long ago to be part of every young gar¬ 
dener’s education; but for various reasons— 
chiefly in this district from the want of suit¬ 
able material—basket-making is becoming an 
unknown art. W. McGukfog. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Potting Zonal Pelargoniums and Fuchsias 

(A. 11 .).—Turn them out of their pots in March, 
aud shake off most of the soil from the roots. 
Prune back long, straggling roots, and repot 
in good loamy compost, into clean, well- 
drained pots of the same size as those you 
took them out of, and even smaller ones if the 
roots will go into them conveniently. Shift 
on into larger pots about the end of May if 
large specimens are needed. The soil should be 
pressed very firmly around the roots of the 
Pelargoniums, and less so in the case of the 
Fuchsias. A little well-decayed leaf-mould 
would be a good addition to the compost for 
the Fuchsias. 

Bouvardias after flowering (XV .).—After tho 
Bouvardias have done flowering, prune hack 
considerably, and keep dry to rest aud ripen 
growth. In about six or eight weeks give 
water again, and in clue time young shoots 
will break forth, and when these are 3 inches 
long take some of them off as cuttings, and in¬ 
sert. in sandy peat under a bell-glass in the 
warmest place you have. Shade from bright 
sunshine; keep moist, and wijie the bell-glass 
every morning. The old plants should he re¬ 
duced and repotted in equal parts of loam, 
peat, and leaf-mould, made porous with sand. 
Pot off cuttings as soon as rooted, and keep 
them warm and close for a time. 

Clivia miniata (Inquirer ).—This showy 
plant flowers naturally in the summer, earlier 
or later according to the temperature and 
treatment afforded, or it may be forced into 
bloom in the spring, by placing the plants in 
a brisk heat early in the year. It is a strong- 
rooting subject, requiring plenty of root-room, 
and if at all pot-bound, to have a shift into a 
larger pot in the spring, just as the new growth 
is commencing. Large old plants may be 
divided in the spring, but when this is done 
they frequently do not bloom till the following 
season. Liquid-manure may be given with 
benefit to well-rooted plants as soon as growth 
commences. It may be safely wintered in a 
cool greenhouse if kept moderately dry. 

Cyperus alternifolius (Room). —Yes; this 
plant is a very suitable one for a room, but 
it should, if possible, be well hardened off 


before being removed from a warm plant- 
house to a sitting-room, otherwise the tips of 
the leaves will become brown and withered, 
and the growth of the plant be checked for a 
time. Abundance of water must be given; in¬ 
deed, in hot weather the plant should stand in 
a saucer of water almost constantly, and a 
little soot, guano, or nitrate of soda dissolved 
in the water now and then will be found 
useful. Shade from hot sun and keep warm. 

Destroying wild Convolvulus (IT. IF.,).—The 
only way will be to keep the tops cut off with 
the hoe immediately they make their appear¬ 
ance. Indeed, if the ground is kept con¬ 
stantly hoed, the shoots will not have a chance 
of appearing above the ground, and the roots 
will then in time perish from want of that 
support which they can only obtain from 
leaves and shoots. t2) As you will not have a 
sufficient quantity to warrant your keeping up 
a supply which would be necessary if you sent 
the vegetables to London or any other large 
town, your best plan will be to find a market 
for them locally. 

Plants for greenhouse walls (G. II .).— If 
there are a border and pathway between the 
stage and the wall, and a good depth of turfy 
loam and peat can be secured, Camellias might 
do; they would not mind the shade so much if 
they had justice done them in other respects. 
The following plants will also thrive: Abuti- 
lons in variety. Fuchsias, Myrtles, Ilabro- 
thamnus elegane, Heliotrope* Tacsonia, and 
Lapageria. 

TREES AND SHRUBS. 

Hollies, pruning (K. L .).—Unless absolutely 
necessary, it is a great mistake to trim Hollies 
at all, as they are always seen to the best ad¬ 
vantage when allowed to grow naturally. If it 
must be done, then the beet time to do so is 
early in March, just before the trees start into 
growth. Never use the shears for trimming 
Hollies, but a sharp knife. The same treat¬ 
ment should be followed in the case of 
Cup resells Lawson i. 

VEGETABLES. 

Broad Beans (A.). —You may make a sowing 
at once of an early long-podded variety on firm 
ground in a sheltered position. 

Butter Beans (Inquirer).- There are two 
varieties recommended for cultivation in this 
country during tho summer months -viz.. 
Golden Wuxpod and Mont d'Or. In both in¬ 
stances the ikhIs are cooked whole. For winter 
use tlie above are imported. 

Making a hotbed (E.). Half long stable- 
litter and freshly gathered leaves are the best 
materials for a liotbed. Throw into a heap, 
mixing both well together. If dry, well soak 
with water as the mixing proceeds. After it 
has lain for three or four days, turn it over 
and allow it to lie for three more days, anti 
then put it into your frame. Tread the whole 
firmly, as in this way the heat will l>e retained 
much longer than when put together loosely. 
If you wish to grow Cucumbers and Melons 
there is no need to make the bed lip until 
March. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Tea leaves (L. A. Gordon).— All vegetable 
substances have some value ns compost makers, 
but we should not class washed and exhausted 
Tea. leaves a* of any value, being inferior to 
decay ed tree leaves for making leaf-mould. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

Eastficld .—If you w r ieh to make a screen, then 
the best plant, is the Holly, which will thrive 
in the position you refer to. 


NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Name of plant.— E. B .—Sorry to say unable 
to name plant- from leaves only. If yon would 
forward a growing shoot, then we might be 
able to help you. 


CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

The Premier Seed Co.. Ltd., Brighton .—Seed 
Guide for 1917. 


Book received.—“The Culture of Profitable 
Vegetables in Small Gardens,” by Sutton and 
Sons. Reading. Price 6d. Simpkin, Marshall. 
Hamilton, Kent, and’W.. Limited. 
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NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

The deadly Yew. —In further proof of the 
aeath-dealing properties of this tree you 
may like to record the following from my 
native home in Herefordshire. A brother 
of mine turned a calf into a neighltour’s 
paddock round which were some Yews, 
and the calf ate some and died. My 
mother advised him not to risk it, hut my 
brother held the notion (now proved 
erroneous) that the Y’ew r was harmless un¬ 
less the eating was quickly followed by 
tile drinking of water.—C. T. 

Euphorbia jacqulniaeflora.— Few of the 

more tropical-flowering plants of mid¬ 
winter are more serviceable than this, 
nnd very few so attractive. The hand¬ 
some sprays are, perhaps, most conspi- 
i nons when the plants have been allowed 
to develop their long arching racemes of 
rtowers. The flowers also last well when 
:nwn moderately cool. It is a good plan 
to plant four or six rooted cuttings of 
'■qnal strength in a 0-inch pot and grow 
"n without stopping. In this way long 
racemes and an effect not readily sur¬ 
passed are secured. 

Trachelium cceruleum. — On looking 
tlirongh n seed list lately, I was reminded 
of Traehelimn eoeruleum, a plant of much 
value in the greenhouse and conservatory. 
A shrub of perennial duration, T. cceru¬ 
leum bears its branched panicles of silvery- 
blue upon the terminals of the shoots. 
The plant Is easily grown, and can be 
readily increased front cuttings. Seeds, 
too, sown at the present time, will pro¬ 
duce excellent young plants which will 
Moooi freely in August and September; 
tad on plants from such a sowing I used 
’o rely when exhibiting.—W. McG., 
Ilnlmac, Kirkcudbright. 

The Fire-Bush (Embothrium coccineum) 
in Scotland. —It is interesting to learn how 
mccessfnl Mr. Osgood Mackenzie has been 
with tills in his garden at I’oolewe, Ross- 
<hirc. I believe that it is grown in one or 
two other gardens in the west of Scotland, 
but 1 know of quite a number where it has 
tailed. I know one place where it showed 
considerable promise of establishing itself 
against a south wall with some winter 
protection, but, unfortunately, the im¬ 
munity it seemed to enjoy during one 
winter did not remain, for it perished the 
following year. Mr. Mackenzie’s garden, 
although so far nor til, has the great ad- 
uintage of being sheltered from the north 
winds, and in his clearings in the woods a 
number of shrubs not often seen in Scot¬ 
land arc apparently' quite happy. Unfor¬ 


tunately, few in Scotland can hope to grow 
this handsome shrub, but there are a few 
who might do so, and Mr. Mackenzie’s 
success should spur them on to make an 
attempt to do so.— S. Aexott. 

Tho Pomeloe. —I am glad to note your 
remarks with regard to the name Grape¬ 
fruit for the l’omeloe, in the issue of 
January 27th (p. 4S), and agree it is a 
stupid and confusing name. Is it known 
how this name originated? Is it possible 
that it comes from the French word for 
influenza, viz., La grippe? There cannot 
be any connection in the name with the 
true Grape, and although it is always 
dangerous to jump to conclusions with re¬ 
gard to the derivation of names, the fact 
that the fruit is generally considered a 
fine specific against influenza naturally 
suggests the above explanation—F. 15., 
Springfield, Northampton. 

Andromeda floribunda in pots.— Many 
who, like myself, grow Andromeda flori¬ 
bunda in the open, and admire it exceed¬ 
ingly, may be interested to know that it is 
very useful as a pot plant. I had not pre¬ 
viously thought of A. floribunda in this 
connection, but visiting a neighbouring 
garden a week or two ago, I was impressed 
with two fine pieces blooming in a conser¬ 
vatory. These were in 10-inch pots, and, 
although the colour of the flowers was not 
of the purest, yet the plants had an indi¬ 
viduality about them which at once singled 
them out for attention. In my own case, 
A. floribunda succeeds exceptionally well 
out-of-doors, grown in good, naturally 
peaty soil, nnd will be in bloom shortly.— 
W. McG., Balmae. 

Primula Winteri.— In all probability tho 
value of this charming Himalayan species 
will be revealed by growing it in the 
alpine house. In the rock garden, unless 
in favoured localities and well-sheltered 
positions, it is most likely to suffer from 
the combined ill-effects of frost and wet. 
This is the more likely to ensue in the case 
of well-grown plants which, often pre 
cocious in their flowering, arc seen in bud 
or blossom in the depth of winter. In one 
instance that lias come to my notice en¬ 
deavour has been made to overcome the 
ill-effects referred to by grouping the 
plants in a miniature cave wherein both 
shelter and overhead dryness were secured. 
Those nearest the daylight were large and 
vigorous, while others further back had 
perished. There was, however, an un¬ 
happy look over all. At its best there are 
a distinct charm and contrast in the mealy 
leaves and mauve-coloured flowers which, 
with white centre, are goodly to look upon. 
A less cave-depth or one in which the 
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British Maidenhair Fern springing from 
crack and crevice might have constituted 
a good foil, or with a thin carpeting sub¬ 
ject in the near foreground of the plants 
might have redeemed the whole and 
afforded a pretty picture.—E. II. Jenkins. 

A note from Cork. —In these days, when 
the production of more food is engaging 
the attention of the public, owners of land 
ought not to forget that fruit, especially 
the Apple, is a valuable article of food, 
and that the soil and climate of Ireland 
are suitable for its cultivation. Certainly 
a little extra attention has been given to 
fruit-growing by Irish farmers of late 
years. In many cases the owners of land 
would like to plant fruit-trees, hut they 
have no place properly fenced in to protect 
them. If those who own the land would 
combine, it would tend to the production 
of more food and make the country more 
prosperous and happy.— D. Flannigan, 
Mitchelstown. 

Libonia floribunda is a valuable winter¬ 
flowering greenhouse plant. We were re¬ 
cently reminded of it by a group in bloom, 
which formed an ornamental feature of 
the house, and was not much injured by 
dense fogs. At this season of the year, 
near to large towns especially, many 
flowers are utterly spoilt by even one 
thick sulphurous fog. It bears a profu¬ 
sion of neat, tubular, and pendent scarlet 
flowers tipped with yellow. The plant is 
not difficult to grow, and can be propa¬ 
gated readily from cuttings, which should 
be struck in gentle heat in early spring. 
An important point is to keep the plants 
carefully watered, as when they get dry 
for any length of time the result is loss of 
leafage. Red-spider is the chief pest that 
attacks the Libonia. Besides L. flori¬ 
bunda, a hybrid is L. ponrhosiensis, the 
flowers of which are brighter than in the 
ordinary kind. 

Potato enthusiasts are adding to the 
gaiety of the nation by many absurd sug¬ 
gestions, and Mr. II. ,T. Elwes is helping 
with a fatuous idea as to growing Pota¬ 
toes among young forest trees. In the 
Quarterly Journal of Forestry he gives a 
food-produeing “ tip ” which may be found 
useful to those who possess young planta¬ 
tions. Mr. Elwes was led to the experi¬ 
ment by observing that after replanting 
woods which have been cleared of timber 
and which have a good deposit of humus, 
rank-growing wet-ds quickly fill the vacant 
space between the lines of young trees, 
e\en when the ground lias previously been 
quite ba^e. This led him to plant Pota¬ 
toes for one or two seasons between the 
lines. He found that the growth of the 
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tiws, especially Ash trees, is distinctly en¬ 
couraged by the earthing up and cultiva¬ 
tion of the Potatoes. He is therefore 
carrying out the plan on a much larger 
scale than usual this season. For manure 
he uses the wood-ashes obtained from 
1 urning the branches of the felled trees, 
which must have an excellent effect If used 
as soon as made on account of the potash. 

Reinwardtia trigyna. — This useful 
winter-flowering plant has been doing good 
service of late in No. 4 greenhouse at Kew. 
Tears ago It. trigyna was an indispensable 
winter-flowering plant, altoit it was only 
rarely one saw it free of red spider, its 
greatest enemy. The group at Kew was 
in this resjiect quite immune, the cleanest 
batch I ever saw, and, as such, a tribute 
to good cultivation. Wedded to this per¬ 
fectly healthy condition were dwarf growth 
and a considerable freedom of flowering 
the compact bushes bearing terminal 
clusters of shallow trumpet-shaped 
blossoms of a rich orange-yellow colour. 
A native of India, it is happiest in a warm 
greenhouse, though the careful cultivator 
will keep it in health in one with a tem¬ 
perature of 50 degs. or even less. A 
sparse-rooting plant, it requires careful 
watering at all times in conjunction with 
complete drainage. If overwatered, loss 
of leafage is almost sure to follow.— 
E H. .T. 

Cotoneaster microphylla. — One of the 

peculiarities of vegetable life is the re¬ 
markable manner in which certain plants 
adapt themselves to their surroundings. 
The above is a case in point. PlaDt it at 
the foot of a wall and it will ascend it, 
closely pressing and covering it. Grafted 
high as a standard on the Thorn it will 
presently assume a pendent habit of 
growth. Plant it at the side, foot, or sum¬ 
mit of a huge piece of rock and in all 
probability it will follow the direction of 
the stone, be it upwards or downwards. 
I recently saw a biggish slab of rock more 
or less erect and some 11J feet out of the 
ground. In the soil behind, the planter 
had set a specimen of the above-named 
species, which climbed down the face of 
the rock, and, while obscuring a funda¬ 
mental error of the rock-builder, has be¬ 
come a feature aud an ornament. On level 
ground the plant, at first at least, assumes 
another form. Doubtless there are many 
plants which quickly adapt themselves to 
circumstances, needing only a prop to lean 
on to give them the start.—S. V. S. 

Hypericum nummularium.— This Pyre¬ 
nean species, recently referred to by Mr. 
E. Charles Buxton, is among the choicest 
of its tribe suited to the rock garden, and 
merits all the good said of it at page 1C, 
since, with the richly-coloured flowers and 
stems so well shown in the illustration in 
“ Wooster’s Alpines,” there are a freedom 
of flowering and neatness of habit which 
render it desirable. At the Holland 
House show during recent years it is 
rarely absent from the tost collections of 
aipines, and more than once the line colour 
combination—scarlet and gold—of stem 
and blossom on those staged by Mr. 
Iioginaid Prichard has appealed to me. In 
all probability soil influence, the exposure 
in which the plants were grown, or 
locality had played a part in this since 
not all the plants shown were so richly 
endowed or the contrast so w r ell marked. 
Those who fail to raise seedlings of this 
plant should resort to cuttings in early 
spring when the young shoots root quite 
readily in a close frame or with slight 
warmth. When rooted the cuttings should 
to lotted off singly with as little delay as 
ixxssible. removing the points of the shoots 
when file plants are established to pro¬ 
mote a Imshy habit.—S. S. 
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THE RIGHT WAY WITH THE APPLE. 
I have only just seen tlie strong criticism 
of the Royal Horticultural Society by “ A 
Life Member ” in your issue of December 
23rd. I, also a Life Member, appreciate 
some of his remarks; criticism in the 
hands of an undoubted authority is a fine 
weai»on. Rut I should like to touch on 
one point only of the many raised. Speak¬ 
ing of “ the future of the Apple,” he says 
” Growers should be encouraged to make 
an orchard of one such standard kind as 
Blenheim, Ribstou, etc.” How, I ask, 
would he propose to ” encourage” them? 
Apple growers are out to make money, 
their encouragement consists in the prices 
paid for their produce by the public, and 
while the public are prepared to pay good 
prices for large, soft, puffy, quick-bWiring 
cooking Apples, and high prices, absurdly 
high, for an Apple like the tough, wood}", 
bitter-sweet called Worcester Fearmain, 
the grower would be a fool to neglect such 
quick and certain cropping money-makers. 
No praise is too high for such Apples as 
those recommended by “A Life Fellow,” 
but I query the advisability of ever plant¬ 
ing an orchard of one sort. It will take a 
longer and a deeper pocket than the Royal 
Horticultural Society to subsidise the poor 
wretch who plants such varieties, and so 
keep him from the workhouse, and there 
will have to be strong measures adopted 
to prevent his children regrafting. 

Coltcall . Ernest Ballard. 

[We may see now from one sample only 
the better way. It is the Newtown Pippin, 
which has now swept our markets for 
years. It is the result solely of growing 
one fine kind well. —Ed.] 


Treatment of Plum-tree. —Will you please 
give me advice as to a Green Gage-tree in a 
garden I have taken over? It ie about 12 feet 
high and of fair ehape. There were a good 
few flowers last year, but no fruit, the weather 
being bad at setting time. It stands in a 
Privet hedge (unfortunately) separating my 
garden from the next one. There ie a. 4 feet 
walk alongside the hedge on the other side. 
My garden has for very many years only been 
cultivated down one side, which is a rich black 
6oil, the garden being several hundred years 
old in all probability. The other side was 
covered over with Comfrey, Couch Grass, and 
other w r eeds, all of which were cleared away 
in the early part of the winter. The black 
soil is here only about one spit deep, the sub¬ 
soil composed of a red, clayey, gravelly, allu¬ 
vial mixture. The root6 will be half in my 
neighbour’s garden, and nothing can be done— 
one quarter in my good part and one quarter 
in the bad part, as the dividing line meets the 
tree exactly. What can I do to get the best 
out of the tree? It has a good many dead 
twigs in it. I have any amount of old mortar 
rubbish, also some “ non-acid-di6eolved bone 
compound."—H. W. Daltky. 

[In the first place, give the tree a general 
overhauling, cutting out all dead and de¬ 
caying wood and twigs, and afterwards 
thin the branches if in any way over¬ 
crowded. Follow this up by spraying with 
caustic alkali solution to free the stem, 
branches, and young wood of Moss, 
Lichen, and the eggs or cocoons of various 
insect pests that may be present. This 
done, dress the soil to as far as the 
branches extend with the bone compound, 
applying about 3 oz. to the square yard and 
lightly forking it in. If your neighbour ob¬ 
jects to the latter being done, he surely 
will, at any rate, allow the manure being 
strewn on the surface of the soil. A fair 
amount of old mortar rubbish may also he 
worked into tlie soil. The thing which 
would doubtless benefit the tree to the 
greatest extent is a dressing of well-rotted 
farmyard manure. This may bo applied 


in conjunction with the lime rubble if de¬ 
sired. You cannot expect the Plum to do 
much good in the company of such a soil 
robber as the Privet.] 

Pruning neglected Pear-trees.—In the 
issue of September 30th. 1916, you wCre kind 
enough to reply to some queries I asked re¬ 
garding the pruning of some very old, 
" neglected Pear-tree3,” and I now write once 
more to ask your advice about the further 
pruning of these trees. I followed the advice 
you gave me as regards the summer and 
autumn pruning. I now w r ant to know the 
beet time to proceed with the further " branch 
thinning" that these trees etill require to 
have done, as distinct from the spur prun¬ 
ing. Ought 1 to cut them out at once or wait 
till later on in February? Also, is it prefer¬ 
able to cut these branches right down to 
where they join the main stem, or is it ad¬ 
visable to leave a few inches of the branch for 
the new growth to start from? In the case of 
branches that are gnarled and knotted right 
down to where they join the main stem, I 
suppose they should be cut down to where they 
join the main stem; but. in the case of 
those that have clear, healthy, strong stems, 
I presume it would be better not to cut them 
away so close, in order to allow new shoots to 
spring from the stumps thus left instead of 
from the main stem, which in some cases 
they possibly might not do at all, with the re¬ 
sult that large gaps would be left?—F. JI. 
Hancock (Colonel). 

[You may proceed with the branch thin¬ 
ning without further delay unless the hard 
weather continues, in which case it would 
he better to wait until milder conditions 
prevail. The gnarled and knotted 
branches should certainly be cut clean out, 
and it is the rule to treat all in tlie same 
w ay w hen branch thinning is being carried 
out, but you may, if you so desire, leave a 
portion of the branches when the latter 
are in a healthy condition, for the purpose 
of supplying new' wood. Instead of 
3 inches, we should advise leaving the cut¬ 
back portions 9 inches long. Should any 
fail to break, cut them out next autumn.] 

Pear-trees on walls. —Occasionally it ie 
found that Pear-trees on walls are liable to 
attacks of the Pear-midge. The present is a 
very suitable time to cleanse the bark, and by 
so doing destroy any eggs or insects which may 
find winter quarters in cracks in the bark 
or crevices in the wall. There are many ad¬ 
vertised specifics for this purpose, most of 
them being highly effective. When washing or 
spraying cannot be done, very good results can 
be obtained by dusting the trees with powdery, 
freshly-slaked lime. This, if dusted broad¬ 
cast over the trees and wall will be found re¬ 
markably effective in clearing out pests, more 
‘^specially if the dusting be renewed shortly 
before the buds show signs of expanding. The 
border at the foot of the walls, too. may with 
advantage receive a sprinkling of the lime, 
which at all times is of service to fruit-trees, 
and is not, in a general way, often used.— Scot. 

Pot Vines. —An increase of heat is necessary 
now that the buds are breaking, which will en¬ 
able the growths to extend more freely, and 
at the same time gain strength. Until they 
are some 2 inches in length the canes should 
not be tied to the trellis. Neither should dis¬ 
budding be done until it can lie seen which of 
the shoots have the best bunches. Until the 
shoots lengthen out, syringing of the canes 
may be continued. Prepare suitable compost 
for top-dres6ing, and apply as soon as white 
feeding roots are noticed on the surface of the 
soil, particularly near the side of the pots.—A. 

Apple James Grieve. —As a rule, this is a 
healthy variety, but it is not altogether free 
from canker, and I know a garden or two 
where this enemy of fruit-trees has attacked 
James Grieve rather badly. Generally speak¬ 
ing, however, it is not subject to canker, and 
its excellent cropping qualities and good 
and palatable fruit are strong points in its 
favou r.— Scotsman 

Apple Golden Spire.— For a small garden, 
this is one of the best of early varieties, having 
the flavour and cooking qualities of Keswick 
Codlin. In growth, Golden Spire is erect, 
which is a point in its favour. The tree is 
generally immune from canker.—E. M. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

CABPENTERIA CALIFORNIA. 

This Californian evergreen shrub is one of 
the choicest plants to be found in flower 
during June and July, but, unfortunately, 
it cannot be grown in every garden. It is 
not very hardy, but temperature does not 
appear to be the only deciding factor in 
its cultivation in certain districts. Atmo¬ 
sphere seems to exert a peculiar influence 
upon it, for in the vicinity of smoky towns 
in the southern counties it does not grow 
well, whilst good plants have been noted 
out-of-doors In the eastern counties, in 
Shropshire, and even so far north as 
Perthshire, where the atmosphere is pure, 
lu the south and west counties and also 


One of the finest avenues of Evergreen Oake 
I know ie near Highclifle Castle, leading past 
the church to the caetle entrance gates. 
Although numbers of the trees are exposed to 
the gales from the sea, they do not appear to 
suffer in the least. Further inland, in the New 
Forest, there are many fine trees. Evergreen 
Oake thrive in various kinds of soil—in clayey, 
loamy, gravelly and generally light soils, but 
beet of all in a deep mellow loam, well 
drained. A good time for planting ie late in 
April and throughout May.— Bodbne Vale. 


THE WITCH HAZELS 
(Hamamelis). 

The Witch Hazels have a peculiar fasci¬ 
nation for the garden lover, for, not only 
do the majority bloom at the dreariest time 
of the year, but the curious, spidery-look¬ 
ing blossoms are distinct. Witch Hazels 



Carpentaria californica in the Botanic Gardens, Cambridge. 


in certain parts of Essex it does well in 
light, loamy soil containing leaf-mould, 
especially when provided with a position 
sheltered from cold north and east winds. 
The flowers are each from 2 inches to 
3 inches across, the petals white, and the 
stamens golden. In appearance the flowers 
are much like those of the Mock Orange 
(Philadelphus)—in fact, that is the nearest 
related genus. It was introduced from 
California about 1SS0. and first flowered in 
this country about thirty years ago. Cut¬ 
tings can be rooted by placing them in a 
close frame indoors in summer, but plants 
raised from seeds are usually the most 
satisfactory. __ 


Evergreen Oaks. —For planting near the sea 
>r providing shelter, Evergreen Oake are very 
eefnl. Many persons do not like them on 
eeount of the litter th^tallen leave* make. 
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| are found in N. America and in China and 
Japan, the Asiatic species being more 
beautiful when in flower than the two 
from N. America. They thrive in any 
good, well drained, loamy soil, but the ad¬ 
dition of a little peat or leaf-mould about 
the roots at planting-time is an advantage. 
Regular pruning is unnecessary, though 
the shortening of a branch now' and then 
may be an advantage. As a rule, the 
Asiatic species are increased by grafting 
them upon stocks of H. virginiana, but 
they can also be propagated by seeds and 
layers. Although quite hardy, it is well to 
plant them in a position sheltered from 
cold winds on account of their early flower¬ 
ing. The available species and varieties 
are as follows :— 

H. japonica, a native of China and Japan, 
forms a spreading bush 4 feet to 12 feet 


high, bearing, towards the end of January 
or early February, large quantities of 
bright yellow, scented flowers, with 
quaintly twisted petals. There are two 
distinct varieties which are often given 
specific rank. They are arborea, a taller 
plant of less bushy habit, hut more free- 
flowering than the type, the blossoms 
golden and borne a week or two earlier 
than those of the type; and Zuccariniana, 
a tall-growing bush with lemon-eoloured 
flowers. In each case the petals are 
twisted. 

H. mollis, the Chinese Witch Hazel, is 
the most beautiful and most useful of all. 
Its flowers usually open about the New 
Year, and, continuing in good condition for 
about a month, are delightfully scented, 
the fragrance very similar to that of the 
Cowslip. It is easily distinguished from 
the other Chinese species by the petals of 
its golden flowers being straight, except 
for an booked end, instead of twisted. 
The leaves are also distinct, being larger 
and more hairy than those of other species. 
Although introduced in 1879, it has only 
become known during the last fifteen years 
or so. When one Witch Hazel only is 
wanted, this should be grown, for it is 
almost impossible to imagine a more free- 
flowering shrub, while it blooms every 
year from the time when it is a few inches 
high. 

H. vebnalis is a N. American shrub thut 
blossoms here in February and March. 
Although discovered many years ago, it 
appears to have been lost sight of until 
quite recently, plants having been received 
in England about 1910. The flowers are not 
very attractive, and the plant is more 
interesting than beautiful. 

H. virginiana, the Virginian Witch 
Hazel, differs from the last-named by 
blooming in autumn, and as tile flowers ap¬ 
pear before the leaves fall, they are less 
conspicuous than are those of the Asiatic 
shrubs ; moreover, they are smaller. They 
have, however, the familiar twisted petals 
of the Asiatic species. The leaves usually 
turn to a very pretty shade of gold in 
autumn. D. 


Planting a Wistaria. —Would you kindly 
give me a few hints os to the planting of a 
Wistaria? I intend planting it upon the front 
wall of my house, which faces south and 
which gets the early morning sun until about 
noon, when it is shaded by the other part of 
the house. The 6oil ie sandy. When should 
it be planted? Is there any particular variety 
more suitable than another? If so, which 
gives the best flowering results? What is the 
treatment after planting? 16 it slow in 
growth? How long will it be before bloom¬ 
ing?— Wistaria. 

[Tlie conditions mimed by you will be 
very suitable for a Wistaria. As the soil 
is sandy it will be a very good plan to 
take out a hole for the reception of the 
riant and fill it up with a barrowload or 
two of good soil. A suitable time to plant 
it is ns soon as the present wintry weather 
has passed away. The roots of the Wis¬ 
taria are strong and produce but few 
fibres, hence the saleable plants are in 
most nurseries kept in [Kits so that they 
can be removed without any check. The 
best Wistaria for planting is the oldest 
and well-known kind—W. chi lie nets. in 
planting, the soil should be well trodden 
around the roots and a slight depression 
left for watering. When planted it should 
have a good soaking in order to settle 
everything in its place. The after-treat¬ 
ment will consist in watering when neces¬ 
sary during the summer and securing the 
shoots to the wall as they lengthen. It is 
by no means slow in growth; indeed, when 
once established it will grow rapidly. If 
you obtain a well-rooted plant it is quite 
possible that a few flowers will be pro¬ 
duced next year.] 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

INDOOR PLANTS. 

MEDINILLAS. 

The Medinillas are natives of the Malayan 
Archipelago. The oldest In general culti¬ 
vation, and by far the finest of them all, is 

Medinilla magnifica, which first 
flowered in this country in April, 1850. It 
is one of the showiest of stove plants, 
forming a good-sized bush under liberal 
treatment. The drooping racemes of 
blossoms taper in a manner suggestive of 
a bunch of Grapes, and are of a bright 
rosy-pink dolour. The large bracts at the 
base of the racemes are of much the same 
tint, and add a good deal towards the dis¬ 
play. 

M. amabilis, which comes from Java, 
might, when out of bloom, be readily mis¬ 
taken for M. magnifies. It differs, how¬ 
ever, in the racemes of blossoms, being 
less massive than those of the older kind, 
but particularly in the fact that they are 
upright instead of being drooping, as is the 
case with M. magnifies. Owing to this, M. 
amabilis is decidedly less graceful than the 
other. The culture of these two nearly- 
related species is not at all exacting, as 
they strike readily from cuttings of the 
young shoots taken off at a joint and in¬ 
serted into pots of sandy soil. If placed 
in a propagating case hi the stove, where 
there is a gentle bottom-heat, they will 
soon root. Under ordinary stove treat¬ 
ment the plants grow quickly, while at the 
same time they will flower freely in a com¬ 
paratively small state. Given copious sup¬ 
plies of water during the growing season 
it is surprising what a large bush can be 
grown in a comparatively small pot. In 
that case an occasional dose of liquid 
manure is very beneficial. The best results 
are obtained if these plants are partially 
rested during the winter by keeping them 
at the cool end of the stove, and by lessen¬ 
ing the water supply. On no account, 
however, must they be allowed to get too 
dry at the roots. In selecting the cuttings 
it will be found that shoots of medium 
vigour strike root more readily than the 
very strong ones. A variety of more re¬ 
cent introduction is 

M. Cuiitisi, which forms a much- 
branched little bush. The flowers, borne 
in lvi nicies, are each about I id If an inch In 
diameter and pure white. The coral-red 
hue of the flower-stalks is also a very 
pleasing feature. It was introduced over 
thirty years ago, having been given a first- 
class certificate by the Royal Horticultural 
Society In October, 1883. T. 


NOTES AND NEDDIES. 

Rhododendron in pot not flowering. Would 
you kindly advise me a« to the treatment of a 
Rhododendron in a i>ot and used for forcing? 
It is in a 10-inck pot, in which it has been for 
at least twenty years. I am not sure what 
was done in the way of renewing the soil 
before the war, but certainly nothing has been 
done since. Last year it had about fourteen 
large trusses of flowers, but it does not show 
mauy this year. 1 tried to move the surface- 
soil to give it a top-dressing, but it seems to 
be a hard and almost solid mass of roots.— 
E W. 0. 

IThe cause of I lie fewer number of 
flowers on your Rhododendron is un¬ 
doubtedly lack of nourishment. If you 
are able to do so, the best thing will be to 
repot it, using a larger pot or tub. The 
soil should be open, such as equal parts of 
turfy loam and peat, with a good sprink¬ 
ling of sand. In potting, the soil must be 
rammed firmly and regularly, and the ball 
of earth should not be buried deeper than 
It was before. Previous to potting, which 
should be done directly the flowers are 
over, especial care must he taken to see 
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that, the ball of soil Is moist right through, 
otherwise it will be difficult to moisten It 
afterwards. Failing repotting, your better 
plan will be to water It about once a fort¬ 
night during the growing season with a 
mixture of liquid-manure and soot-water 
combined. Care should be taken not to 
give it too strong, and it Is most essential 
that it be quite clear, otherwise the sedi¬ 
ment will choke up the soil and the plant 
fall into ill-health.] 

Plant for name. —Enclosed please find cut¬ 
ting of a plant 1 have in my greenhouse. I 
got the seed from a friend, and it was supposed 
to have come fro-m Ceylon. The plant is 
three years old. and is now 5 feet high, the 
main stem about ? inch thick, with small 
branches all up the side to the top. I shall be 
greatly obliged if yon can name it, and please 
let me know if it flowers, what colour, what 
treatment, and if a hothouse plant? The 
leaves all close up at night. I have shown it 
to several gardeners here, none of whom can 
help me. Your paper is very useful to au 
amateur such as I am.—J. A. S. Hippin. 

[The specimen you send is that of a 
plant belonging to the order Leguminosac. 
The members of this order are, however, 
so numerous that without flowers it is im¬ 
possible to name. We should be inclined 
to think that it is a species of Cytisus, in 
which case the probability is that the 
flowers will be yellow. Judging by the 
specimen, the plant is quite at home in the 
greenhouse and docs not require a warmer 
structure. We should advise you to plunge 
it out-of-doors during the summer, taking 
care that it does not suffer from want of 
water. Return to the greenhouse before 
Hie autumn frosts make their appearance. 
If when il blooms you will kindly send u 
flowering shoot, we can l* the belter able 
to help you ] 

Coronilla glauca.— Quite recently there 
was, in Gakbe.ninc. Illustrated, a note 
on the different sitecies of Coronilla. 
Though hardy in the more favoured parts, 
C. glauca needs the protection of a green¬ 
house in most districts. It is an exceed¬ 
ingly useful greenhouse plant, as it bears 
its delightful yellow blossoms over a 
lengthened period Even apart from the 
beauty of its flowers the distinct glaucous 
tone of the foliage renders it an orna¬ 
mental evergreen shrub. Before Cytisus 
racemosue was' so universally grown, this 
Coronilla was more generally met with 
than it is now. It may be cultivated as 
good-sized bushes, while free-flowering ex¬ 
amples can be grown in pots 5 Inches to 
C inches in diameter. Cuttings formed of 
the half-ripened shoots taken during the 
spring months will root readily If put into 
sandy soil in a close propagating case. In 
order to obtain good busby plants they 
must be stopped two or three times during 
their ea rlier stages.—K. R. W. 

Luculia gratissima. — d’he warm green¬ 
house just now contains no finer flowering 
plant than this, with its splendidly formed 
heads of fragrant and delicately-coloured 
blooms. Unfortunately, however, the 
plant is not always a success under culti¬ 
vation, and is rarely grown to a large size. 
Hence It is that so tine a subject for mid¬ 
winter flowering is only seen occasionally, 
and then not in anything approaching 
specimen size. This is unfortunate, inas¬ 
much as tlie largest heads of bloom are 
not usually produced on small plants. At 
the same time, with careful attention to 
cultural details, some very beautiful 
trusses of bloom result. Too often, how¬ 
ever, the plant becomes a victim to exces¬ 
sive watering, a thing which above all else 
it cannot long endure. Good ordinary 
plants may be grown in pots of 12 inches 
diameter, with a third of this devoted to 
drainage. The airy conditions of a warm 
greenhouse are infinitely better than a 
moist stove for this plant. 


PHACELIAS. 

Mostly natives of California, the Phacellas 
prefer warm soils and open, sunny posi¬ 
tions. A few s])ecies are especially attrac¬ 
tive owing to the rich deep blue or violet 
coloured flowers. Among this number, the 
kind figured to-day is one of the best. 

In the matter of cultivation, the Phace- 
iia.s differ in no wise from a large number 
of hardy annuals. The chief points are 
early sowing, timely thinning, and, accord¬ 
ing to their kind, ample space. One of the 
chief errors in the cultivation of annuals 
is that because the seeds are cheap they 
are sown like Mustard and Cress. This, 
of course, means failure. It could not be 
otherwise when, as is too often the case, a 
dozen, or perhaps more, plants are seen 
struggling for existence in the space re¬ 
quisite for one full-grown plant. Not a 
few annuals that with their introduction 
receive a somewhat elaborate description 
turn out to be little 1 tetter than weeds. 
The flowers are small, i>oor in colour, and 
the habit quite incapable of adding beauty 
to the garden or even lustre to the group 
to which it belongs. Others, again, like 
the ever-popular Nemophila insiguis, for 
example, would be welcome in many 
gardens if only for the brilliant tone of 
colour. Equally striking in the richness 
and Intensity of its deep blue flowers is 
the Gentianette (Phacelia campanulnria). 
It requires a fair amount of room, and in 
this way forms a capital carpet for large 
tropical plants during flic summer. In 
other instances small beds may be planted 
with it, or, again, edgings formed. The 
Phaeelias are best sown in patches where 
they are to flower, though, should occa¬ 
sion arise, a batch of seeds may be sown 
in pots for transplanting later. Sowing in 
pots is not suggested as the simplest or 
the most economical way of growing these 
plants, yet it is a certain way of prevent¬ 
ing that overcrowding to which allusion 
has already been made. It has other uses 
besides, the most important being that 
when a late sowing is made thus in pots 
the plants may lie emplpyed as a succes¬ 
sion to a bed of early-flowering bulbous 
plants, the foliage of which would prevent 
the' sowing of the seeds at the proper 
time. In like manner, open spaces in tlie 
rock garden may be filled by a variety of 
plants, and few tilings would produce a 
more welcome display than this lovely 
Californian annual. The branching char¬ 
acter of the plant trailing over the rocks 
and the rich colour would thus be seen to 
advantage. 

Phaeelias do best in fairly good sandy 
soil. The seeds may lie sown at intervals 
from March to tlie end of May. Some 
species of this genus are particularly at¬ 
tractive to bees, this being especially true 
of r. tanacetifolia, P. eongesta, and its 
white variety. 

The following are among the best of this 
genus : — 

Phacelia campanulabia attains to 9 inches 
or rather more in height in moist seasons. 
The blossoms are of a deep intense blue, 
with white centre. The plant is freely 
branched and flowers profusely over a long 
season. 

p. ro.Mifc.KTA js also a blue-lh>\vered kind, 
the blossoms somewhat crowded and bell- 
shaped. In this tlie foliage—which in the 
first-named species is entire—is pinnatifld, 
tlie plant reaching to 15 inches high. 
There is a white form of this. 

P. bivabicata has pale violet-coloured 
flowers that are freely produced on 
racemes. The plant has a much-forked 
habit of growth, the latter somewhat 
fragile. 

P. Pariiyl —This, from Southern Cali- 
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fornia, grows about 1 foot high, the flowers 
deep violet-purple and produced in abund- 
oace. There is a white form of this, 
lioth kinds are clammy to the touch. 

I’, tan aceti folia is, perhaps, more popu¬ 
lar as a bee plant than an ornamental sub¬ 
ject for the garden, and is freely employed 
for the purpose named. It is about 2 feet 
high, flowers bluish-pink. 

P. yiscida, with purplish-blue flowers, is 
a neat and pretty kind, of erect, branching 
habit, and flowers freely. This pretty 
species was originally introduced as 
Eutoca viscosa. 

P. W hi TLA VIA.— In this the flowers are 
of an exceedingly rich blue tone, produced 
freely in terminal racemes, and in place of 
the shortly eampanulate corolla of several I 


ception in favour of Atkins's Snowdrop, 
which I have managed to secure and which 
Is certainly a noble flower. 

Epimkdium lilacinum.-- An Epiinedium 
given me as E. lilacinum is very distinct 
from the yellow E. pinnatum, and quite a 
good plant It has pretty leaves and 
dainty-looking lilac flowers. All the Epi- 
mediums deserve attention. In winter 
some of them have their leaves charmingly 
coloured. Then in spring, when the new 
leaves begin to appear, they are curled up 
in an interesting way, with a downy look 
about them. Then the flowers, coming up 
among the leaves, are pretty. 

Clematis and its destruction.—I am 
pleased to see the protest by “ AY.” against 
grafting the Clematis. i have lost so 
I mauy plants that I went to the trouble of 


grafted ones likely to perish in a year or 
two. 

Saxifbaoa Bursertana major. — I have 
read with interest the note by Mr. E. H. 
Jenkins on page 47, in which he si teaks of 
Saxifraga Kellereri as being his earliest 
Rockfoil. AA'ith me the first is S. Bur- 
seriana major. If I want to keep its 
flowers for long I find it necessary here 
to put a bit of glass above it when it comes 
into bud. As soon as flowering is over I 
mix some old mortar rubbish with sand 
and a small quantity of line leaf-soil, and 
work this in carefully among the foliage. 

The Winter Aconite (Eranthis hye- 
malis).—I see some of my Winter Aconites 
are showing their “ merry little faces,” as 
the i>oet called them. Were the Winter 
Aconite a new- plant it would create quite 



Phacelia campanularia. From a drawing by 3. O. Moon. 


kinds, the corolla here is partly tubular, 
and at the margin distinctly lobed. Height 
S feet. 


AMONG THE HARDY FLOWERS. 
Elwes’s Snowdrop. — I prefer our com¬ 
mon Snowdrop, Galanthus nivalis, to the 
much-lauded Galanthus Elwesi. The latter 
always appears to me as if the blooms 
were too large for the stems. It is almost 
impossible to find fault in this respect with 
our common Snowdrop. Although it may 
t* only prejudice on my part, I have not, 
among the newer Snowdrops, seen one 
which would tempt me to abandon our 
tommon Snowdrop, which lives longer, as 
» wbole, than Galanthus Elwesi or the 
newer varieties or species, whichever they 
ate. 1 am even not disposed to make an ex- I 
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seeing an experienced nurseryman, who I 
knew would tell me the truth, so far as he 
was aware. He was very emphatic that 
grafting was responsible for so many 
losses. I spoke to him about the suddeu 
way iu which plants go off. He attributed 
this to the same cause—the lack of roots 
on the Clematises of high degree and the 
fact that they were grafted on such a 
coarse subject as Clematis Vitalba. When 
I expostulated gently he said that they 
could not meet the demand otherwise. 
This demand is not only for great numbers 
of plants, but they are wanted at a price 
which would not pay for slower propaga¬ 
tion. 1 have learned to appreciate plants 
on their own roots, and I would rather 
pay a little more for a Clematis on its own 
roots tbau a smaller price for half-a-dozen 


a furore. Many do not care for it be¬ 
cause it comes in too early to fit in with 
colour schemes and arrangements. 

An Amateur of Hardy Flowers. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Plants for stone edging.—I have replaced 
the Box edging of my flower border with a 
common brick edging. I shall feel greatly 
obliged if you will give me the names of a 
few Sedums, Sempervivums, and other plants 
suitable for growing over the brick edging. 
My flower borders are on a slope facing south; 
red Devonshire soil.—L ionel S. Sweeney. 

[For such a puiqiose there is great 
variety. The Mossy Saxifrages are excel¬ 
lent for the pui'i»o.se. You will also find 
Tufted Pansies, Thrift, Aubrietias, Vero¬ 
nicas (alpine), alpine Phloxes, Sun Roses, 
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Arabis, Candytuft, Pink, Harebells, and 
Moneywort very suitable; wild Straw¬ 
berries also look well when grown among 
the stones.] 

Gladiolus armeniacus. —I have not found 
thie eo hardy as Gladiolus byzantinue, but 
with me it lived for several years without 
annual lifting, resting, and replanting. It is 
a dwarf species fully a foot high in my garden, 
and giving flowers of a deep purplish colour 
about July. It may probably be obtained from 
a few British bulb-growers, as the usual 
sources of supply of imported eorms are 
closed. Planting may be done in March, and 
the norms ought to be put in about 3 inches 
deep. A sunny position and rich, light soil 
are suitable.— 8. Aenott. 

Wallflowers. —In the event of alternate 
frosts and thaws, Wallflowers and similar 
plants are sometimes lifted out of the ground. 
It is well, therefore, to give a look round 
from time to time, and to firm them up at the 
roots. Should thie not be done, it will be 
found that, if east winds set in, the foliage 
will wither and never assume its former fresh¬ 
ness.'—S cot. 


ORCHIDS, 


GROWING LYCASTE SKINNERI. 

(Reply to Orchid Lover.) 

This Orchid, introduced from Guatemala 
in 1842, is remarkably variable. In what 
may be termed the typical form the sepals 
are blush-white, the smaller petals deep 
rose, and the lip white, eiiotted and stained 
with crimson; but the range of colour 
found in this species may be illustrated by 
var. nigro-rubra, with deep mauve and 
purple flowers, on the one extreme, and 
var. alba, wholly pure white, except for a 
faint i«itell of yellow on the lip, on the 
other. The flowers of Lycaste Skinneri 
each measure from 5 inches to (i inches in 
diameter, and, considering their large size 
and the substance of the segments, the 
number produced by vigorous plants is ex¬ 
traordinary. The normal flowering season 
of this species is the first three months of 
the year, but one sees them as early as 
November and as late as May. 

Culture. —Lycastes should be grown in 
pots, or, in the case of large specimens, in 
lians, and as they require water in great 
abundance in summer, perfect drainage is 
very necessary. The most suitable eom- 
I>ost for thorn as a whole is one of librous 
peat and chopped living Sphagnum, but 
for healthy plants of L. Skinneri some 
loam fibre in addition—say a proportion of 
one-fourth—and a little coarse silver sand 
or tine broken potsherds may be added. 

Notwithstanding the size of the pseudo- 
bulbs of Lycastes, which seem to indicate 
a power of withstanding long periods of 
drought, it is found under cultivation that 
they should not be ‘'dried off” when at, 
rest, but, on the other hand, kept fairly 
moist, more especially when grown in the 
Oattleya (intermediate) house. One of the 
good qualities of Lycastes is their suit¬ 
ability under cultivation to different con¬ 
ditions, which enables those without houses 
specially set apart for Orchids to grow 
them successfully. They may be grown in 
an intermediate or cool house. The tem- 
perature which best suits them is probably 
one between the two, so that if grown in 
the intermediate house they should always 
lie given the coolest part, if in the cool 
house the warmest part. 

The flowers of Lycaste Skinneri, though 
somewhat stiff-looking, are always strik¬ 
ing, either by reason of their size or colour. 
They are produced singly, very rarely in 
pairs, on upright scapes springing from the 
base of the matured pseudo-bulbs, and 
generally last a long time in good con¬ 
dition. 


GARDEN FOOD. 

GOOD OATMEAL AND ITS COOKING. 
Tub article in the issue of December 30, 1916, 
page 670, is very interesting, but it omits 
the essential thing—instructions as to how to 
cook it. We have all Buffered from the bill- 
sticker's paste, but tell us how to avoid thie 
if you can?—8. 

[The essential in all fresh Oatmeal is to 
boil it well and not less than one hour. 
The best I ever ate was at Matlock in the 
late Doctor Hunter’s time, where the big 
pots with the best Scotch meal were 
started by the watchman at 3 o’clock. A 
good way is to cook overnight and keep in 
a Norway kitchener, or in any like way, 
during the night. Groats, better than the 
best Rice, are now my favourite.—W.] 

To make Groat poeeidse.— One teacup of 
Groats, three oupfuls of water. For this use 
a double cooker. Have the water boiling, and 
into it sprinkle the Groats. Have plenty of 
water in the under pan, and keep it continu¬ 
ally boiling. Do not stir the Groats until they 
are nearly cooked, and then turn them over, 
and they will be quite dry when turned out. 
Time to cook, 1J hours. This quantity is suffi¬ 
cient for two or three persons. 

APPLES VERSUS CRABS. 

Mb. Buniard's remarks have been almost 
fully commented on in your issue of De¬ 
cember 30, 1910, but 1 may supplement 
them a little. Mr. Bunyard says that in 
estimating the value of a fruit he would 
place its merits in the order of vigour, 
crop, and flavour; but, in my opinion, 
flavour should come first. An experienced 
fruiterer recently told me that when a 
lady asked him if he had any cooking 
Apples and he recommended a Blenheim 
Orange, she positively refused to have 
them even at "cooking” Apple prices, 
being under the impression that sweet 
Apples were no good for cooking. She had 
never cooked a sweet Apple in her life, 
and would not experiment. Now, as a 
matter of fact, I he Blenheim is about our 
finest cooking Apple, far ahead of the sour 
trash that this lady ignorantly purchased. 
It is people like this lady who give first 
place to trash in voting competitions. 
Even professional gardeners are more con¬ 
cerned about the appearance or exhibition 
quality of the fruits they grow than about 
their virtue as food. 

The bed-rock test of a fruit or vegetable 
is Its value as food. Dietetic experts, 
with good reason, claim that fine fruits, 
like Blenheim, Cox’s Orange, D’Arcy, or 
Ribstou, are of more value from n health 
point of view than those which are not 
naturally palatable and inviting. These 
fine Apples cook well, but I believe they 
are still more healthful uncooked. Some 
cooks reject an Apple if it turns brown in 
cooking, as if colour mattered very much 
in comparison with flavour. And, after 
all, is not the brown as pleasing to the 
eye as the white. Similarly, wholemeal 
bread is rejected because of its colour. 

If we bad only grown naturally sweet 
and good Apples, how great an advantage 
it would have been in Ihe present war, 
with sugar scarce. When wo have edu¬ 
cated ourselves to enjoy the tine natural 
flavour of good fruit and vegetables, we 
cannot tolerate the stifling of these choice 
qualities by added sugar and spices, 
which are used to excess by ordinary 
cooks. Of course, rubbishy products are 
uneatable without these “dressings.” 
“ God sent food, and the Devil sent 
cooks.” The cooking of many things is 
necessary, but many choice things arc 
spoiled by more than simple ('(Hiking. 

W. J. Farmer. 


Couve Tronchuda. — I have seen mention 
of the Couve Tronchuda Cabbage in your 
pni>er, Garkknino Illustrated, lately, bul 


no one has described using it in the way 
which I think is best of all—viz., cutting 
off the long shoots in the spring, stripping 
off the little leaves from their sides, and 
cooking them like Asparagus. They arc 
delicious and tender, and coming at a time 
when there is little in the garden they are 
doubly valuable. — Maud Leyboub.ne 
Popham. 

Oatmeal porridge—the Scotch way.— Will 
some Scotch reader tell me how they make 
porridge in Scotland? Is there a difference in 
the fineness of the meal? What is Broee?—8. 

[In Scotland the usual way is to use an 
ordinary saucepan. Let the water come to 
the boil, add a pinch of salt, then take up 
a handful of oatmeal and allow it to 
trickle gradually through the fingers into 
the boiling water, stirring during the time. 
When the mixture is of the proper con¬ 
sistency put on the lid, of the saucepan 
and stand it on the hob. Allow it to 
simmer for from twenty minutes to half- 
an-hour. Serve it hot with milk. Instead 
of water, many people use milk in the pre- 
]«iration of the porridge. This makes a 
light and very appetising dish, and is by 
many preferred to porridge made with 
water. There is a difference in the fine¬ 
ness of the meal. The meal used in the 
way above referred to is very fine. 

“ Brose ” is made in the following way :— 
The oatmeal—about two tablespoonfuls— 
rougher than in that used for porridge, is 
put. a pinch of salt being added, into a 
basin or, as is usual with the farm ser¬ 
vants, into a wooden bowl, or “cap,” as 
it is called. On to this is i»ured the boil¬ 
ing water. The whole is then stirred and 
eaten witli the milk, which has been added 
to it. 

Seeds for the cook.— Messrs. Barr, of 
Covent Garden, are offering now good 
samples of Haricot and Butter Beans, also 
of Marrow Pens—a move in the right direc¬ 
tion. It might well be started by seeds¬ 
men. These in various countries are good 
foods which we ra rely see in use here. 

Chilling fruit.— It is a wise plan now to 
keep fruit in a warm room for at least 
twenty-four hours. Oranges so treated 
are delicious in winter. Some people heat 
them by the tire and declare that the re¬ 
sult of so doing is entirely satisfactory; 
that, however, is a matter of individual 
taste and not to be universally recom¬ 
mended. But what should lie discouraged 
is the keeping of fruit in the larder, or 
wherever else may be the coldest place in 
the house. Fruit does not need chilling 
once it lias attained maturity; better by 
far let the action of artificial heat take 
the place of the natural warmth that has 
ripened it. In times like the present 
Bananas are spoiled and wasted by the 
thousand, simply because the public will 
not realise that the Banana is a tropical 
fruit and perishes in the cold. Firstly, 
many fruiterers will not keep their 
Bananas in a warm room. Such treat¬ 
ment. means that the Bananas are frozen 
anil rendered worthless, witli Ihe result 
that tiie public complain of the quality of 
the fruit (which they may well do) when 
vendors iiavc gone out of their way to rob 
it of its merit. Assuming, however, that 
the retailer has taken cure to keep the 
fruit in good condition, there is still the 
maltreatment of the home to follow. Very 
few people can lie persuaded to take 
trouble with their Bananas in winter. 
The majority of housekeepers adhere 
strictly to the notion of keeping all fruit 
cold. Hard-and-fast rules cannot be laid 
down in regard to fruit. In most years 
the best and sweetest Oranges of Spain 
come from the district of Denia, but this 
season t hose of Murcia are except ionaUy 
good. Whilst Denia Oranges are n little 
brisk. Murcias are quite sweet.—Te/c- 

yrnyh. Original from 
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ROOM AND WINDOW. 

THE ALEXANDRIAN LAUREL IN THE 
HOUSE. 

This evergreen is a great favourite of 
mine, and scarcely a week the whole year 
round wonld find me without it in some 


whole festive season. In water it keeps 
well for a month or six weeks and even 
longer if one has not an abundant supply 
for cutting from. 

This plant is for the open-air garden the 
most useful of all half-shrubby evergreens 
and also in a cut state in the house. It 
should be found as young plants in any 


it by its old name, and in any case it is 
best to always use the English name. A 
native of Asia Minor and countries near. 

W. 

Spanish Irises for cutting. —I quite 
agree with all “ Wood bast wick,” page 035, 
says concerning the value of .Spanish Irises 



Alexandrian Laurel with Pampas. Gravetyc, December 20. 


lari of the house. In winter I value it 
most, when flowers are scarce; a vase of 
its sprays, either alone, mixed with a few 
flowers, or, as in the picture, a few plumes 
of Panqas Grass, makes a nice feature in 
the room. For Christmas decoration it is 
most useful—it can be wound round lamps, 
etc., in a most graceful way, and lasts the 

Google 


good nursery, though it is only of late the 
trade has given it much care. We have 
lately had certain interesting notes as to 
the origin of its English name. Long 
known in gardens as Ruscus racemosus, 
some recent authority has changed the 
nurne to Danue Lauras without any 
reason. It will appeal to those w T ho knew 


for cutting. They are grown very exten¬ 
sively here solely for that purpose; but, 
as they are required rather earlier than 
would be the ease if grown out-of-doors, 
the bulbs are grown in cold-frames. The 
bed is made rich, yet light; and in their 
earlier s-tages the sashes are kept on the 
frames, due attention beiDg given to water- 
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ing anil ventilation. When growth is 
somewhat advanced the sashes are re¬ 
moved, and the blooms may he picked, ac¬ 
cording to the season, a fortnight or three 
weeks earlier than those in the o]>en. If 
cut when the earliest bud is on the point 
of expanding, the flowers pack well, travel 
well, and I am told last well after a long 
railway journey to London. I find it suffi- 
cient to lift and replant the cornis every 
fourth year, and in the intervening seasons 
a top-dressing of old rotted manure 
passed through a sieve of 1 inch mesh keeps 
them in good order. It may be said that 
equally large quantities of the English 
Irises, grown in a similar way, are 
equally satisfactory, and form an invalu¬ 
able succession to the Spanish varieties. 
Loth are of great service when large quan¬ 
tities of any given colour are required dur¬ 
ing the season.—W. McGuffoo, Balmae, 
Kirkcudbright. 


GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 

DESTROYING SLUGS. 

Would you bo good enough to tell me what I 
can put on my vegetable garden to kill slugs 
and other insects, and also what chemioal 
manure I should use to sweeten and revive the 
Boil, as the crops that I get are so puny and 
thin?—T. H. Davison. 

[Soot applied in sufficient quantity to 
thoroughly blacken the surface will both 
rid the soil of insect foes and act as a 
fertiliser. This should lie forked in while 
it is in a dry and active condition. If this 
would not be sufficiently stimulative, a 
dressing of fresh slaked lime would, if the 
garden has been regularly manured in the 
past, act in a very beneficial manner and 
at the same time kill off insect enemies. 
Half a pound of freshly-slaked lime in a 
fine powdery condition is sufficient to dress 
one square yard super. By measuring the 
area of ground you are desirous of treat¬ 
ing you can mam ascertain the quantity 
required. This should lie dug in as soon as 
applied, and not be allowed to become 
saturated with rain beforehand. If, on 
the other hand, the garden has not been 
manured in previous seasons, which, from 
tile remark made about crops being puny 
and thin we suspect to be the case, a good 
dressing of manure should be dug in a 
fortnight or so after applying the lime. 
You might, by employing a proprietary 
artificial vegetable manure, manage to get 
through the coming season without farm¬ 
yard manure, but the latter, if you wish 
to obtain the best results, would be the 
best to employ. A nitrogenous manure, 
such as nitrate of soda or sulphate of am¬ 
monia, would act as a pick-me-up and 
stimulate growth if applied as soon as 
growth becomes active, but the effect on 
the soil would be to leave it in a still more 
exhausted condition. Any dealer in gar¬ 
den sundries and manures would supply 
you with a comjxiunded vegetable manure 
or either of the other artificials mentioned. 
Soot you can obtain from your local sweep 
and lime from a builder or lime merchant 
at the local station yard.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The large white butterfly (Pontia 
Brassica 1 ) is a double-brooded insect, the 
first brood emerging in late spring. They 
are laid in batches of from six to over 100 
on either side of the Cabbage leaves. The 
chrysalides never pass that part of their 
metamorphosis in the ground, but under 
the copings of walls, on fences, or wind iw- 
sill.s. The second brood, from the eggs of 
the first, emerges as perfect insects in the 
late summer. I should advise “ Cam¬ 
bridge ” to get rid of all his present stock 
of Cabbages and Broccoli by the end of 
February, and burn them, digging the 
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ground deep enough to bury any eggs or 
leaves that might have fallen. He would 
thus get rid of all his present stock of eggs 
and the insects that would lay eggs for the 
second brood. Gas lime could be of no use, 
as the pupte are not in the ground. It is a 
migratory species, anil travels long dis¬ 
tances, so, as you suggest, “ Cambridge ” 
should look out for and destroy any cater¬ 
pillars he may find in the summer hatch¬ 
ings from eggs laid by any extraneous 
butterflies for the second brood.— Entomo¬ 
logist. 


VEGETABLES. 

CULTIVATING VACANT LAND. 

In the present state of affairs in this coun¬ 
try it is of tarumount importance that 
every uncultivated yard of land should be 
brought into use. We are told of shortage 
of foodstuffs and a consequent rise in 
prices. There is scarcely a town but 
where on the outskirts of which there is to 
be seen land unoccupied and doing nothing, 
waiting, I suppose, for the time when it 
may be sold. But that will not be yet. 
We need to remind ourselves that we are 
still at war, and if we are to “ carry on ” 
we must use all our resources. There is, 

I am convinced, no need for a deal of food 
shortage if people would only bestir them¬ 
selves and cultivate land that at present 
is yielding nothing. I am glad to see that 
the Government has at last determined to 
do something in the way of providing for 
more market gardens and small holdings 
by giving powers to enable local authori¬ 
ties to enter on unoccupied land and not 
pay rates. 

This is undoubtedly a step in the right 
direction, but such action is sometimes 
slow, and to all those interested who live 
in districts where land is idle I would 
urge upon them the necessity of at once 
taking steiis to acquire it. This should he 
at a nominal rental, because it is patent to 
anyone that for building it is out of the 
questiou for a long time, and, in the mean¬ 
time, tilled and brought under cultivation, 
it will add to its value. If I (as one who 
had something to do in the early part of 
this year in helping to form an Allotment 
Holders’ Association and converting waste 
ground into good vegetable-yielding plots) 
may make a suggestion it is. that one or 
two should get together and canvass the 
neighbourhood where there is vacant land 
and ascertain who would be likely to take 
plots; then approach the owners of the 
land, who, if they are at all patriotic, will 
give the required facilities. The question 
of fencing is, I know, a somewhat difficult 
one at the present, bearing in mind the 
price of timber, but it is not insurmount¬ 
able, and it may be possible in a newly- 
formed association for some of the mem¬ 
bers to suggest a solution either by pro¬ 
curing second-hand posts from a builder’s 
yard or old sleepers from a railway com¬ 
pany, which, erected and wired, will form 
a quite good enough fence. All this work 
should be taken in hand with as little de¬ 
lay as possible, so that plots may tie 
marked out and the ground double-dug and 
left rough for the winter, in order that the 
weather may reduce it to a desirable con¬ 
dition, preparatory to planting in spring. 
All this takes time, but it is time well 
spent, because it will enable men and 
women to grow their own vegetables and 
ensure a stock of Potatoes and other vege¬ 
tables both for summer and winter use, 
besides enabling them to indulge in one of 
the healthiest of occupations in their spore 
time. Leahukst. 

Early Peas.—In favoured districts a first 
sowing of a round, hard-seeded variety, 
such as Bountiful, may now be made. A 


warm, well-drained position is essential, 
and if the soil is of a heavy nature and in 
a wet condition draw the drills deeiier than 
usual, place some 1 light, friable soil in the 
bottom—leaf-soil would be better than 
nothing—sow the seed, cover it with simi¬ 
lar material, and finish off l>y putting in 
as much of the staple as is required to fill 
the drills level with the surrounding soil. 
Do not attempt sowing wrinkled varieties 
in the open till towards the end of the 
month. Matters can, however, be ex- 
lieditcd by making a sowing of an approved 
variety either in pots, boxes, or on turves 
at the present time. These plants will lie 
ready for setting outdoors in March. 


GROWING VEGETABLES. 

I am working a piece of land near Wimbledon, 
aud am desirous of obtaining the best results. 
The position ie north-easterly, the ground 
about j of an acre, a very heavy, clayey soil. I 
can have plenty of home-manure, also ashes 
and lime. The owner wishes to U6e half the 
ground for Potatoes, the rest for vegetables. 
What Potatoes would you suggest ? The posi¬ 
tion is a very cold and wet one. Could you 
say what amount of seed Potatoes would be 
necessary, and how I may bring along a suc¬ 
cession of greenstuff? The Curly Kale is not 
liked, but Savoys and Cabbage, Spinach, and 
Cauliflower are. I have a greenhouse which 
faces south-west. Would it be well to sow 
some greenstuff iu boxes or pots and then prick 
them out into a cold-frame? I have just 
enough heat t^keep out the frost. Could you 
also suggest a good Tomato for this house and 
how soon I may sow the seed?—C. Yenaiiles. 

[You are fortunate in having a good 
store of manure to draw uixm. Such being 
tiie case, bastard trench the whole of the 
plot, and work in a liberal quantity of 
manure with both the top ami bottom spits. 
You might also use the ashes if in a finely- 
sifted condition, as they cause adhe¬ 
sive and heavy soils to work more easily 
in future, and prevent them becoming com- 
pacted again. Lime would also do good, 
but this is lietter applied some three weeks 
or so after the trenching is completed. If 
the trenching is carefully done the plot 
should be much drier in future and more 
suited for Potato cultivation. Varieties 
suited to such a soil are; Up-to-Date, 
Edward VII., Factor, and Scottish 
Triumph. You would require about 5 cwt. 
of seed tubers. In regard to vegetables, 
make use of tlie greenhouse by all means 
to forward Cauliflowers, Brussels Sprouts. 
Cabbages, Onions, or anything else neces¬ 
sary, and prick off the seedlings as sug¬ 
gested in cold-frames. If Early Loudon, 
Walclicren, Early Giant, and Magnum 
Ronum Cauliflowers, for instance, are 
sown and raised in this way, you will se¬ 
cure a long succession. Savoys would 
come in quite early enough if sown out¬ 
doors in the latter eud of March, in mid- 
April, and about May 12th. This would 
give you a succession over a long period. 
Do not omit growing Rosette Colcwort, 
sowing about May 9th for autumn, and 
.lime 9th for winter cutting. Non¬ 
pareil, Mainerop, etc., would be suitable 
Cabbages for summer and autumn use. 
Autumn-raised plants could be purchased 
with wh'ch to make a first planting, and 
the same with regard to Onions. As to 
Spinach, you must wait until sowings can 
be made in the usual way outdoors in 
early April, choosing the warmest [xisition 
you can fiud for the puriiose. Winter Let¬ 
tuces can be bought cheaply for planting 
next month, and raise suecessional crops 
under glass. Sow Autumn Giant Cauli¬ 
flower and Autumn Protecting Broccoli the 
third or fourth week in March to give you 
a supply till the end of the year. For 
summer use sow Universal or Magnum 
Bonum early in April. A good Tomato for 
your purpose would be Best of All. As 
you have not much warmth at command, 
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di) not sow l>efori; the end of February. If 
ti smaller fruit would answer your require¬ 
ments. select Sunrise, a very heavy 
cropper.] 


MOTES AND REPLIES. 

Planting Potatoes.—I have in my garden a 
small, slightly eloping pieoe of ground, facing 
due south, and sheltered on north, east, and 
wait by a hedge and buildings. The soil je 
light and sandy over gravel. I have hail it 
dng deeply, and wish to grow early Potatoes 
there. Part of it I could cover with frames. 
The rest of the ground is small enough to be 
easily protected against light spring frosts. 
Would you very kindly tell me what time to 
pnt in the Potatoes in the frames and also in 
the open ground? The kind I have in mind 
is Vyatt's Ashleaf.—E. W. C. 

[Assuming you are prepared to keep the 
frames protected against frost. Potatoes 
may be planted in them any time during 
the present month. Favourable weather 
hi March would be a good time, seeing you 
nre evidently prepared to protect the tops 
from spring frosts, to plant in the open. 
Myatt’s Prolific Ashleaf. if true, would, 
although not quite so early as some varie¬ 
ties, be suitable for the latter purpose. 
For the frames, Sharpe's Victor, Sharpe's 
Express, or Duke of York would be a 
better selection. All three nre earlier than 
Myatt’s Ashleaf and equally suited for 
outdoor culture.] 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

January 30th, 1017. 

The fortnightly meeting, held on this date, 
was one of the smallest for many years 
lost,,albeit the January meetings are 
lardy of any extent. On this occasion, 
doubtless, the severity of the weather kept 
cot a few exhibitors away. Two groups 
only were before the Floral Committee and 
four before the Orchid Committee, all be¬ 
ingof small size. Not a single hardy plant 
was on view, and no award of any kind 
was granted. 

GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 

la this ikqiurtmeut Messrs. R. F. Felton 
and Sous arranged an attractive grouping 
of cut sprays of Eucalypti and Acacias, 
the former chiefly represented hy E. 
nminifern, whose numerous buds, ex¬ 
ternally coloured a rosy-scarlet on the ex- 
iwsed side, render it highly ornamental, 
even before the flowers expand. The 
sjneies is of considerable value in decora¬ 
tion and lasts a long time in good condition. 
Messrs. Aliwood Brothers contributed 
quite a good exhibit of Perpetual-flowering 
Carnations in much variety, the amply- 
filled vases arranged on dark velvet show 
ing to advantage. The new cerise-coloured 
IJestiny was one of the best, though the 
scarlet auil yellow ground fancy variety 
.'Lindatin lias rarely, we think, been shown 
better in the depth of winter. Triumph 
(fine crimson), Bishton Wonder, En¬ 
chantress Supreme, Mary Allwood, Salmon 
Enchantress, and Wivelsfield White were 
also good. To Mr. Herbert Chapman, Rye, 
lielongs the credit of exhibiting the first 
forced Narcissi of the year, a pretty and 
graceful white-floxvered variety of his own 
raising ns yet unnamed, one of whose 
Intents was .Mountain .Maid, being shown 
in good condition. A Leedsi of drooping 
form and medium size, the crown is of 
Palest primrose on opening. A foot high, 
it promises well, from the pot-grown ex¬ 
amples shown, as an early forcing sort. A 
pretty N. cyelamineus hybrid, with cut 
rreesbis, also came from the same source. 

ORCHIDS. 

By far the most interesting group of 
these was a remarkable series of Odonto- 
glossuius and Odontiodas from Messrs. 1 
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Armstrong and Brown, who appear to bo 
possessed of an almost unique strain. 
About a score of plants, many of which 
were flowering for the first time, were 
shown. Of these the following, while new 
and distinct, were of exceptional merit. 
O. eximium variety (finely blotched), O. 
Arden till us variety violaceum (very dis¬ 
tinct), O. gandavense (maroon with white 
irregular lines, quite one of the best of the 
group), O. Peerless var. rotunda (whose 
solid pure w T hite ground is shaded with 
chocolate), and O. Peerless Magpie, which 
is very beautiful. Of the Odontiodas two 
foims of O. Madeline arrested attention at 
once, one having the sepals heavily tipped 
palest primrose, the white ground*heavily 
chequered scarlet, the other wholly 
coloured a refined bronzy-orange—the 
shade the well-known Chrysanthemum 
Source d’Or assumes in the open in late 
autumn—with an underlay of yellow. In 
each the flowers were of Odontoglossum 
crlspum size; in other respects both may 
bo accounted acquisitions. In a small 
group of Cj’uibidiuins Messrs. Hassall and 
Co. displayed several forms of C. Sybil, all 
very distinct and beautiful. The most 
striking were those with waxy-white, 
white with lip heavily freckled crimson, 
and flesh-pink with crimson lip respec¬ 
tively. All bore handsome racemes of 
flowers. Messrs. Charlesworth’s contri¬ 
bution consisted of well-flowered Odonto- 
glossuin crispurn, O. c. xanthotes (very 
chaste wfliite with yellow crest), Odontioda 
Florence (whose white ground is copiously 
strewed with claret-red blotches), and some 
g<MMl Oattleyjis and Lielio-Oittloyas, of 
"Hell latter L.»(\ Serbia was the best. 
From Messrs. Sander and Sons came the 
beautiful Cymbidium Chaffinch (blush-pink 
with reddish markings), Cattleya Freda 
Sander (very chaste and pure), and 
Cypripedium AcUeus var. Radium (a very 
handsome sort). 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 

The only exhibit before this Committee 
was the new seedling Apple Premier, a 
cross between Wellington and Peasgood'- 
Nonsuch, which, in the large eye. small 
core, and colouring, shows a considerable 
leaning to the first-named, the size being 
that of the latter. It is stilted to be an 
excellent late-keeping sort. No award was 
made, the Committee desiring to see it in 
growth and fruiting. It was presented by 
Messrs. Seabrook and Sons. 


LAW AND CUSTOM. 


Trees overhanging garden. — I have a email 
garden in Chelsea. Behind my south wall, only 
1 foot from it, are two big treee in the grounds 
beyond. The trees naturally lean badly 
towards the south and overhang my garden, 
where the branches begin. I have requested 
the owner to lop them, but he replies he can¬ 
not risk his gardener’s life doing this. (The 
man has just topped several other trees that 
overhung the gardens on each side of mine, so 
it is obviously only an excuse.) He goes on to 
say that if I can get someone to do it, he has 
no objection so far as the branches overhang¬ 
ing my garden. I do not see why I should 
have the expense of this. Surely it is his busi¬ 
ness to do it. Am I within my right to insist 
on his removing these trees or the parts of 
them that, overhang? I can grow nothing in 
my border because of them.—W. E. B. 

[You may cut off the overhanging 
branches if your neighbour fails to act on 
the notice you give. You must, however, 
be careful not to cut beyond the vertical 
line of your boundary. You must only cut 
off the j)ortions actually overhanging your 
land. It would be neighbourly, if there is 
no urgency in the matter, lo give him a 
fortu iglit’s not ice. ] 


THE WEEK V 8 WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

IN bloom January 30th .—Erica carnea (in 
variety). Erica mediterranea hybrida , E. 
lusitanica, Jasminum nudiflorum, and the 
Winter Sweet (Chimonanthus fragrans). 

The week's work. —Owing to continued frost 
and cutting north-east winds the above are 
the only plants in bloom at the time of writ¬ 
ing, and these are in sheltered places. The 
only outdoor work possible during the past 
week has been the thinning and cleaning of 
shrubberies. It is several years since such a 
long spell of severe weather was experienced, 
and this will doubtless test the hardiness or 
otherwise of many choice shrubs. All plants 
of doubtful hardiness have been protected, but 
in many oases I fear the continued frost will 
find its way through the protecting material. 
During such weather it is impossible to take 
too much care of tender plants in cold-frames. 
They should be covered as much as seems 
necessary, and care taken in uncovering them. 
Any plants that have been subjected to a 
lower temperature than is good for them 
should not be suddenly exposed. In cases 
where actual freezing has taken place the 
thawing should be as gradual as possible. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall, Oundle, Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Early Peaches. —Trees started at the begin¬ 
ning of last month and since forced 6lowly 
will soon be on the point of bursting into 
bloom. Before this takes place vaporise the 
house, as this, should occasion arise, cannot 
be done while the trees are in bloom. Aphis 
increases to such au extent, that if an attack 
is set lip about the time the flowers begin to 
expaud there is a risk that the trees will be in 
a sorry condition before they can be safely 
vaporised. Another matter requiring atten¬ 
tion before the flowering period is entered 
upon is to ascertain the condition of the border 
and afford a copious supply of water in a 
tepid date if it is found necessary. With the 
expansion of the first few flowers damping and 
syringing must for the time being be sus¬ 
pended, but this does not preclude the 
sprinkling of the footpaths on bright mornings, 
as this under such conditions promotes a 
healthy atmosphere and favours free setting. 
As setting must not be left to chance, a 
camel’s hair brush or rabbit's tail must be 
used with which to effect it, taking the pollen 
from (the email-flowered varieties to the large 
ones and vice versa. About noon is the best 
time to do this, and whether bright or other¬ 
wise, a little air should be admitted at the top 
of the house an hour or so before fertilisa¬ 
tion takes place. The pollen will then be in 
a dry and potent condition. As regards tem¬ 
perature. a slight increase may be allowed 
when flowering commences, but. although with 
the aid of sun heat 70 dege. to 75 degs. will do 
no harm with a sufficient amount of ventila¬ 
tion in the daytime, 50 degs. should not be ex¬ 
ceeded at night. To succeed the foregoing, 
another or the second house should be started. 

Early vinery.—With the buds visibly swell¬ 
ing, the temperature may now be increased 
another 5 dege. both by day and night. Over¬ 
head syringing may be continued some little 
time longer, or until the leaves on the shoots 
begin to expand, when it is no longer required. 
The rods will then derive a sufficient amount 
of moisture from the daily syringing of the 
walls and the damping of paths and border 
surfaces. Disbudding is beet deferred until it 
can be determined which shoots will furnish 
the be6t bunches. The border should again be 
tested and given sufficient tepid water to 
moisten it throughout if found to be getting 
dry. This is a detail to which sufficient atten¬ 
tion is not always given. There can be no 
stated periods for watering borders, and the 
only way to find out when water is required 
is to frequently test the condition of the soil. 

Second vinery.—Another house may now be 
started, and if this contains varieties such as 
Fosters Seedling, Buckland Sweetwater, 
Madreefield Court, and Black Hamburgh, ripe 
Grapes, and that without hard forcing, may 
reasonably be looked for in July or August 
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next. The temperatures and treatment suited 
for the last-named will suit all until the 
colouring stage is reached, when special means 
have to be taken to prevent splitting of the 
berries taking place in Madresfleld Court. 

Pot Figs. An advance of 5 dege. in the tem¬ 
perature is necessary now that the young 
leaves are expanding and fruits developing. 
When four to live leaves have been made, the 
pinching out of the points of the shoots will 
help the swelling of the Figlete. Two things 
have to be guarded against when this stage is 
reached—one is never to allow the bottom- 
heat, if the pots are plunged in leaves, or if 
heat is afforded by artificial means, to fall 
below 75 degs.; and the second is, to always 
supply the roots with tepid water or at a tem¬ 
perature of not less than 80 dege. Non-ob¬ 
servance of these details will inevitably bring 
about falling of the fruits. As the roots are 
now very active, a top-dressing of rich warm 
compost should b© afforded and settled into 
place with a good watering. If the pots are 
already nearly full to the rims with soil and 
roots adopt the usual expedients for holding 
the top-dressing in place— i.c., laying pieces of 
turf 2 inches thick on top of the rime, or in¬ 
serting strips of zinc 5 inches wide inside the 
rime of the pots. Until the flowering period is 
reached syringing of the foliage and thorough 
damping of the floors, etc., must be attended 
to twice daily. Very little ventilation will be 
required until brighter weather and a visible 
increase of daylight are experienced. When 
permanently planted trees are relied on for 
the first crop, and a start was made some 
three or four weeks ago, the point buds will 
be breaking and the young fruits developing. 
An advance of 5 degs. in the temperature will, 
therefore, be required, and the same rate of 
increase should again be afforded when expan¬ 
sion of foliage takes place. In regard to 
watering, syringing, etc., the treatment is the 
same as for pot-grown trees. 

Cucumbers.—Plants raised as advised will 
now be ready for planting out. Hillocks of 
soil some 5 feet or 6 feet distant from each 
other should, therefore, be made up on the 
beds whether the latter are filled with leaves 
or if the soil rests direct on the stone covers 
or wooden slabs lying over the bottom heat 
chamber. This should consist of good fibrous 
loam in a rather rough state, with some old 
Mushroom dung and a little leaf-mould added. 
When nicely warmed through the soil can be 
put on and settled into place round the balls 
with tepid water applied with a rosed pot. 
staking and tying the plants will complete 
t he operation. A sharp top and lottom heat is 
essential to quick growth and early fruiting, 
and unless plenty of warmth can be afforded 
it is useless to attempt Cucumber culture at 
this early date. The preceding remarks apply 
to Melons also, and such being the case, very 
few early crops of Melons will, it is feared, be 
grown this season. As the season advances, 
when lees fireheat as a result of improved 
weather conditions will be required, they will 
prove lees costly to grow. In the meantime, 
seed-sowing and the subsequent shifting of the 
plants into larger pots are preparatory 
measures that should have attention. 

A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Peach-trees that have set their fruits and 
are beginning to grow require to he disbudded 
gradually. Remove a few of the growths 
daily rather than a large number at one time 
at longer intervals, as this would cause a 
check that frequently results in the young 
fruits dropping. The foreright and strongest 
growths near the extremities, especially on 
the upper parts of the trees, should be taken 
first, this encouraging those near the base to 
gain strength. When this even balance has 
been secured, the shoots on each tree should 
be gradually reduced to the proper number 
for tying in. The first thing to be considered 
is an even spread of 6hoots for producing fruit 
next year, and as these cannot be secured too 
near home, the best near the base and another 
at the point for extension must not be inter¬ 
fered with. It is also necessary to retain 
others at intervals of a foot or so. Those in¬ 
tervening with fruit clustering at the base 
should not be removed bodily at once, but 
pinched back to tw o o r three leaves, which act 
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as feeders, taking them away by degrees as the 
thinning of the fruit is proceeded with and 
the base shoots require room for extension. 
By adopting this plan every part of the tree 
is kept full of foliage, and the short spurs so 
formed are a great help to the fruit when 
swelling and stoning. The night temperature 
should be maintained at 55 degs. to 60 degs., 
according to outside conditions. Ventilate 
whenever possible during the day. for a stag¬ 
nant atmosphere is harmful. Watch carefully 
for green or black fly, and on its first appear¬ 
ance fumigate lightly, using for preference a 
vaporising compound. On no account should 
the trees be syringed with an insecticide after 
the fruit has formed, or serious injury to the 
crop may result. Syringe the trees daily with 
clear water and keep all inside borders in a 
moderately moist condition, for if the soil is 
allowed to become dry red-spider will quickly 
make its appearance. New plantations of 

Bush fruits should if possible be made in 
the autumn, but bushes may be planted dur¬ 
ing the next few weeks with every prospect of 
success, provided the ground is in a suitable 
condition. As these plants are likely to occupy 
the same site for a number of years the 
ground should be trenched and heavily 
manured. If the pruning of established bushes 
is not already completed it should be finished 
as 6oon as possible. 

Red and White Currants should be pruned 
on the spur system, leaving only a few buds of 
the leading shoots for extension, or lower 
down for filling up a space caused by the de¬ 
cay of a branch. The pruning of Black Cur¬ 
rants is best done after the fruit is gathered, 
as this favours the development of strong, 
young fruiting growths. The thinning is often 
deferred until other bush fruits are pruned in 
autumn and winter. All old wood should be 
cut clean away at the base, leaving only the 
strong young shoots of the previous year. 
When pruning Gooseberries keep the shoots 
well apart so that, plenty of light may reach 
them, and remove all sucker growth, keeping 
the stem clear for at least 9 inches. The 
centre of the bush should be sufficiently open 
to enable the fruit to be gathered without 
tearing the hands. Reserve as many of the 
straight, new growths as are necessary to 
furnish the bush, remembering that the best 
fruits are borne on wood of the previous year. 
It well repays to apply an annual dressing 
of farmyard manure, and this should be 
spread between the bushes after the soil has 
been cleaned and forked over lightly. A sow¬ 
ing of 

Brussels Sprouts lias been made to furnish 
plants for bearing in September. The seeds 
are sown in boxes, which are placed in gentle 
heat. A6 soon as the seedlings make their ap¬ 
pearance the boxes are removed to a cold pit, 
and when large enough to handle are pricked 
off into beds, putting them 4 inches apart. 
The pit is kept close for a few days, but when 
growth commences air is admitted to prevent 
the plants becoming drawn. After a' time the 
lights are removed gradually until the plants 
are ready to put out early in May. Dwarf 
Gem is one of the be6t varieties for present 
sowing, the Sprouts of medium size, very solid, 
and of excellent flavour. A further sowing of 
Carrots will be made in a cold pit, and as 
soon as the weather is favourable a 6inall sow¬ 
ing will bo made on a warm border in the 
open, sowing the seed in rows 9 inches apart 
and lightly covering them with finely-sifted 
soil in sufficient quantity to level the drills. 

Winter Spinach is in an unsatisfactory con¬ 
dition. and no doubt the trouble is attribut¬ 
able to the wet condition of the ground fol¬ 
lowed by frost. As Spinach is a necessary 
winter vegetable, a sowing has been made in 
cold-frames set on a mild hotbed. Drills are 
drawn at 1 foot apart, and the seed sown 
thinly. This should furnish a supply until 
produce can be obtained from a warm border 
in the open. 

Autumn-sown Onions. - The ground in¬ 
tended for these has been well manured and 
thoroughly trenched. The transplanting will 
he done as soon as the weather is favourable. 
A few days before the planting ie done the 
surface is pointed over, adding a good dress¬ 
ing of soot, after which the surface ie raked 
level. The plants are placed in rows 15 inches 
opart and 10 inches from each other in the 


rows. The varieties sown for this purpose are 
Ailsa Craig, Wroxton Improved. Paragon, 
Giant Rooca, and Giant Lemon Rocca. 

Shallots will be planted as soon as the soil 
is in a workable condition. A border near to 
the kitchen garden path has been prepared by 
manuring and deep digging. When the ground 
ie in a workable condition the surface will be 
lightly dug, afterwards making a fine tilth by 
means of a wooden rake. The bulbs are 
planted in straight lines 1 foot apart, simply 
pressing them into the 6oil at every 10 inches. 
For general purposes the common variety may 
be grown, but Large Red and Giant yield 
much larger bulbs. 

Mushrooms.—Materials are collected and 
prepared in order that a supply of Mushrooms 
may be maintained through the spring months. 
The manure ie placed in an open shed, and 
turned every second day for at least a fort¬ 
night. When it is considered that fermenta¬ 
tion has gone on long enough the manure ie 
placed in the house in a layer about 2 feet 
thick. After allowing it to remain undis¬ 
turbed for a day or two, and when the tem¬ 
perature has risen through fermentation to 
85 dege., the litter is turned over and after¬ 
wards rammed together tightly. The bed ia 
spawned when the temperature has fallen to 
80 dege. After a few days the bed is surfaced 
with fresh loam, making it firm by beating it 
with the back of a spade. Little further 
attention ie necessary for a month following, 
beyond keeping the atmosphere of the house 
damp and syringing the walls and floor occa¬ 
sionally. Bede in bearing must not be allowed 
to become too dry and fire heat should as far 
as possible be avoided. If a temperature of 
50 degs. to 55 degs. can be maintained without 
fire heat, there will be little need for moisture 
beyond that supplied by occasionally damping 
the walls. F. W. Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Sweet Peas.—In the course of the week the 
first sowing of tiweet Peas was made. The 
varieties include a few of the novelties, but 
it je impossible to keep up with the rapid in¬ 
crease of new’ sorts, many of them differing 
but slightly from those already in cultivation. 
For general purposes, therefore, it is better to 
confine the selection to well-tried and favourite 
sorts. In sowing the seeds, paper pots, each 
5 inches in diameter are used. I have pre¬ 
viously referred to the value of these pots for 
this and similar purposes. They are durable 
and much lighter than the ordinary pots, and 
the plants do equally well in them. Ten seeds 
are allowed to each pot, and a light, but rather 
rich, compost is favoured. Meantime, the pots 
are placed in an unhealed greenhouse, and the 
seeds will be sparingly supplied with water till 
germination takes place. Even should the 
thermometer in the house register a few 
degrees of frost no harm will be done to the 
6©eds unless the soil be very wet. 

Gloxinias.—The earliest batch has been 
potted up. This consists of young conus raised 
from leaf-cuttings during the post summer 
and which give promise of making useful stuff. 
Many growers insist that, in order to do 
Gloxinias well, there ought to be a proportion 
of peat in the compost. As a matter of fact, 
excellent results can be obtained by using good 
loam and leaf-mould in equal quantities, with, 
of course, plenty of good sharp sand. The 
batch referred to is at present in 3-inch pots, 
and will be ultimately bloomed in 5-inch pots, 
after which they are discarded. Plants are eo 
easily raised from leaf-cuttings that a regular 
supply of young plants can be easily had, and 
favourite colours can be increased to any 
extent. 

Tuberous Begonias.—At the same time a 
small batch of double-flowering Begonias was 
started. These will be bloomed in 7-inch pots, 
and, in order to avoid uniieeeesary handling, 
the tubers were at once put into pots of that 
size. This, of course, will necessitate very 
careful watering until root action begins. A 
similar compost to that used for Gloxinias was 
employed; and until growth ie well started, 
both of the batches mentioned will be given 
the heat of a. stove which is kept moderately 
high. 

Repotting Ferns.—Many Ferns which were 
cut over some time ago now show signs of re- 
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GUARANTESTED QUALITY 


ROSES PLANTS 


Garden Roses 

SELECTION •• A,** 

?4 Iwst and most popular 
r'*ses for general purposes. 

A splendid IOC Carrhgo 
assortment. I O paid. 
Caroline Testont (ht).snl.pk. fid. 
Karl of Warwick (ht),sal.rose 8d. 
Kcarbta (ht). scarlet - - 8d. 

K.thel Malcolm (ht), Ivory w. 8d. 
I ran Karl Druschkl (hp). w. 8d. 
George Dickson (ht). deep cr. 8d. 
G. C. Wand (ht). orange ver. 8d. 
Gen. McArthur (ht), scarlet fld. 
GusGrunerwald(ht),carmine 8d. 
La France (ht), rose - - 6»L 

I .a Tosca (ht). salmon flesh 8*1. 
Lady Plrrle (ht), apricot - 8d. 
Lady Ashtown (ht).deep pk. fid. 
Mme.A.Chatenny<ht),sal.pk. fid. 
Mme. C-. Lutaud(ht),yel.rose 1 /- 
Mme.Ed. Herrlot, prawn red 9d. 
Mme..lulesGroIez(ht).*H.rose fid. 
Mine.,Me!anieSoapert(ht),y. 9d. 
Mme. Ravary(ht).orangeyel. 6d. 
Mme.Segond* Weber(ht),sal. bd. 
Ophelia (ht). flesh pink - 1 - 
Phari3aer (ht), rosy white - 8*1. 
Rayon d'Or (ah), yellow - 9d. 
Richmond (ht). scarlet - 8d. 

Fragrant Roses 

SELECTION M D." 

12 chosen chiefly for their 
abundant delicious scent. 
Colouring R'. Carriage 

gorgeous. '-G “ paid. 

Alfred Colomb (hp), red - 6d. 
Dupuy Jarnaln (hp), cerise - 6d. 
Earl of Go»ford(ht),crlmson 8d. 
GeorgeDickson (ht),vel.crim. 8ri. 
GeneralJncquemlnot(hp).cr. fid. 
Gen. MeArthur(ht).crim8on 8d. 
Juliet ihb), old gold and red 8d. 
La France (ht), rose - - 6d. 

f.ady Alice Stanley (ht).pink 8d. 
Mme. Ed. Uerrlot (per), red 9d. 
Mrs.JohnLninp(hp),rosy pk. 6d, 
Ulrich Brunner(hp),cher.red 6d. 

Dwarf Bedding Roses 

SELECTION "I.” 

12 perpetual, free-flowering 
sorts, of busby habit. 
Surprisingly -r / Carringo 
effective. // “ paid. 
A.R.Goodwln(per.),8al.plnk 8d. 
Betty (ht"*. coppery rose - 9d. 
Dchs. of Wellington, saffron 9<i. 
Ecarlnte(ht).scarlet red - 8/1. 
EarlofWarwick (ht).sal.rose 8d. 
G. C. Waud(ht),orange ver. 8d. 
lady Pirrie(ht).apricot pink 8d. 
Mnje. Ed. Herrlot. red • - 9d. 

Molly S. Crawford (t),white Bd. 
Mrs. A.Ward(ht),Indian yel. 8*1. 
Rayon d*Or(hb).orange cad. 9d. 
Richmond (ht), scarlet - 8d. 

Garden and Cutting 

SELECTION “ M." 

12 free-flowering roses for 
garden and Indoor decoration. 
Abundance 7/R Carriage 
of bloom. I paid. 

Arthur Good win.orange red 8d. 
Betty, coppery rose - - 9d. 

Edit Mover, red and yellow - 8d. 
Genl. McArthur.bright scar. hd. 
Gross an Teplitz, crimson - 6<1. 
Hn rry Kirk .deep sulphur yel. 9d. 
Klllarney, pink - - - 8d. 

Mme. Abel Chatenny.9al.pk. 6d. 
Mrne.JulesGrolez,bright rose 6d. 
Mme. Ravary. pale orange - fid. 
Rayon d’Or.deep orange cad. 9d. 
Richmond, pure red scarlet 8d. 

Sweet Briars 

SELECTION " R." 

6 choice and fragrant sorts, 
euitable for hedges. Ac. 

Colours Q Q Carriage 

exquisite. ** paid. 

Anne of Geierstain. deep cri. 8d. 
Edith Bellcnden. rose pink Ed. 
Lucy Bertram, rich crimson 8<1. 

1 4idv f’enzAnce. soft copper 8d. 
Meg’ Merriles. bright eriro. 8d. 
Rose Brad ward ine.clear rose 8d. 


Exhibition Roses 

SELECTION “ B." 

24 specially-selected varieties, 
superb form, grand colour. 

Assured 1 O /R Carriage 
prizewinners. Ifc/O paid. 
Avoca (ht), crimson scarlet Bd. 
Bessie Brown (ht),crenmy w. 8 d. 
British Queen (ht), vMte - 9il. 
(has. Lefebvre (hp).critnson £d. 
Coronation (hp). flesh pink 1/- 
Bean Hole (ht), silvery rose 8*1. 
Earl of Gosford(ht).dk.crirn. 8 d. 
Ethel Malcolm (ht),Ivory w. 8 d. 
GI.de C.Guinoisseau(hp).ver. 6 d. 
GeorgeDickson(ht),vel.crim. 8*1. 
Hugh Dickson (hp), crimson 6*1. 
J. B. Clarke (ht), crimson - 8 d. 
Jonkhcer J.L. Mock(ht),car. 8 d. 
Leslie Holland(ht),scar.crlm 8 d. 
Mabel Drew (ht),canary yel. 8 d. 
LyonsRosc(ht),shrimp pink 8 d. 
Mrs. C. West (ht), shell piok 8 d. 
Mildred Grant(ht),tinted w. Sd. 
Mrs.AmylIammond(ht),ap. 8 d. 
Mrs.AndrewCarnegle(ht),w. 1. - 
Mrs.JohnLalng(hp).rosy pk. Gd. 
Nlrs. J. H. Welch (ht). pink 8 d. 
Mrs. Roosevelt(ht).palo flesh 8 d. 
UlrIchRrunner(hp),cher.red fid. 

Town Roses 

SELECTION “ E.” 

12 sorts proved suitable for 
growing in smoke. 

Immensely £* o Carriage 
successful. \J/\J paid. 
Oaro!ineTestout(ht), 8 al.pink fid. 
Dr.O’Donel Browne(ht),car. 8 d. 
F. K. Druschkl (hp), white 8 d. 
George Dickson(ht),crimson 8 d. 
GustaveGrunerwald(ht).car. 8 d. 
J. B. Clark (ht), deep scarlet 8*1. 
La Tosca (ht). silvery pink 8 d. 
Mme. lid. llerriot (per), red 9d. 
Mme.Bavary(ht).orangc yel. fid. 
Mrs.JohnLaIng(hp),rose pk. 6 d. 
Mme. Isaac Perelre (b), car. 6 d. 
L’lrich Hrunner(hp),cher.red 6 d. 

Tall Bedding Roses 

SELECTION " J.’* 

12 vigorous sorts, may be 
pegged down or grown natural. 
Charming /% o Carriage 
colouring. U paid. 

Gen. McArthur(ht),crimson 8 d. 
C.russ anTeplItzOit),crimson 6 d. 
Gua. Grunerwald (ht).carm. 8 d. 
Hugh Dickson (hp),crimson 6 d. 
Lady IIilIIngdori(t),aprl-ye!. 9d. 
La Tosca (ht). silvery pink 8 d. 
Mme.A.Chatenay.salm.pink fid. 
Mme. M. Soupert(ht).yellow 8 d. 
Mrs. R. G. S.Crawford, pink 6*1. 
Pharlsaer (ht). rosy white - 8 d. 
Pee. C.de Rohan.dark crims. fid. 
Sour, de M. Zavas (ht), car. fid. 

Baby Ramblers 

SELECTION “0.” 

12 roses of bushy habit, 
recommended for beds. 

About lft. e/c Carriage 
In height. \J/\J paid. 
Annie Miller, dazzling pink fid. 
Canarienvogel, yel. A orange 9 d. 
Ellen Poulsen, deep rose - 8 d. 
Ema Teschendorf, crimson 8 d. 
E. Lamescn, orange pink - 8 d. 
Jessie, rose crimson - - fid. 

Katherine Zeimet. pure wh. 8 d. 
King Edward VII., rosy car. 8 d. 
Leonle Lamosch.copperv red 8 d. 
Mrs. Taft, brilliant crimson 8 d. 
Mrs.W. H. Cutbush.cher.pk. fid. 
Orleans, geranium red - - fid. 

Climbers, Ramblers 

SELECTION *• S.” 

6 roses suitable for trellis, 
Pillars, arches, pergolas. Ac. 

All very a / Carriage 

vigorous. H■/ • paid. 

Alberic Barbier (\\\). yellow 9d. 
American Plll5r(cl.. P i.pink Sri] 
Blush Rambler (cl..P.).blush 9d* 
Dorothy Perkins (W.), pink 9d. 
Excel.sn (W.), bril. scarlet 9d. 
Hiawatha (cl.,P.), crim.wh. 9d. 


Spring Flowers 

Hardy Auriculas, mixed 3/- doz. 
Sweet W illiams, mixed 1- „ 
Camerhury Belli, mixed 1/d „ 

•. 3 colours 1 6 „ 

Wallflowers, blood red, yellow. 

4 G 100. 9d. doz. 
strong bushy plants, for imme¬ 
diate plantin'; and display. 

Border Flowers 

“OPAL” SELECTION. 
Everyone A l Carriage 
first class. “/ “ paid. 
Mcax Starwort, rich deep blue. 
Peaeh-i*d Bellflower, sky blue. 
Mussln’s Catmint, soft lavender 
Bradshaw’s Avens, scarlet. 
Dwarf Golden Sneezewort. 
Opal Alkanet, skv blue. 
Oliver’s Sea Holly, steely blue. 
Riverton Sneezewort, crimson. 
Pearl Achillea, pure white. 
Beautiful Stonecrop. rosv pur. 
Cambridge Scarlet Bergamot. 
Tuck’s Red Hot Poker. 

scarlet, yellow. 

Michaelmas Daisies 

“LLOYD GEORGE” 
SELECTION. 

Every one q o Carriage 
a beauty. O, D paid. 
Saturn, rich violet. 

Peggy Ballard, rosy lavender. 
Delight, pure white. 

Hilda Morris, pale lavender. 
Glory of Colwnll, double lav. 
I.adv Lloyd, rose pink. 

St. F.gwin, rosy red. 

Moonlight, agerntum blue. 

G. M. Lewis, deep blue. 

Acria, lavender blue. 

Heather Bolls, white heather. 
Novelty, cloudy lavender. 

Summer Bedders 

18 strong a / Carriage 
plants. " paid. 

Instead of bedding out with 
Geraniums. Ac., which have to 
bo renewed every season, try 
these which last for years. 

All .3/- per doz. (of one kind). 

.'5 of each. IS plants, 4 /- car. paid. 

« .. ,. .’Ml .. 7 0 .. 

12 .. •• 72 .. 14 fi .. " 

Hybrid Larkspurs, mix. hybrids. 
Hollyhocks, single mix. hybrids. 
Op-U Alkanet. inilkv blue. 
Dropmore Alkanet. gentian bl. 
Tree Lupins, mixed hybrids. 
Border I.upins, mixed hybrids. 

Rockery Plants 

“SUNSET” SELECTION. 

25 extra 
st. plants, 


SEEDS 

SEED POTATOES 


Place your Order at once. Thpre is not only a shortage of 
potatoes but a very much heavier demand than in any pre¬ 
vious season. due to the exhortations of the Government and 
the Press to increase food production. 

PRICES INCLUDE CARRIAGE on 281b. or more. Offered 
subject to being unsold. 

EARLY lllba. 291b*. 561b« 

Early Puritan, white round . 4 0 ... 7 9 ... 15 5 

Express (Sharpe’s), white oval . 4 7 ... 9 0 ... 17 9 

Queen Mary, splendid kidney . 4 0 ... 7 9 ... 15,3 

SECOND EARLY 


British Queen, white oval . 

.40. 

. 7 9 

. 15 3 

Epicure (Sutton’s), early white . 

3 8 . 

. 7/5 . 

. 14 'l 

Great Scott, immune black spot . 

4 11 . 

.99. 

. 19/0 

Lancashire Lass, white kidney . 

4 0 . 

.79. 

. 15/3 

Royal Kldnev, heavy cronper . 

MAIN CROP 

4 - 

7,9 . 

. 15/3 

Arran t hief. tip-top every way . 

4 7 . 

9 0 . 

. 17'9 

( hainplon, fine white oval ... 

5 8 . 

7/3 . 

. 14 3 

Duchess of Cornwall, record cropper .. 

4 0 . 

7 9 . 

. 15 3 

Evergood, oval, tine flavoured . 

3 8 . 

7 3 . 

. 14/3 

Factor, prolific, fine flavour . 

4 0 . 

7 9 . 

. 15-3 

king Edward, kidney, fine . 

5 5 . 

fi 3 . 

. 12 3 

1 p-to-dnte. large white oval . 

4,0 .. 

7,9 . 

. 15/3 


SPECIAL OFFER OF SEED POTATOES. 

For the present, while stocks hold out. Bees Ltd. will supply 
lllb. Early, 141b. Second Early, 281b. Maincron. Bees’ selection 
of varieties for 12 fi, half quantity 7/-, double quantity (total, 
lewt.) 24/-, nil carriage paid. 

When ordering, say whether Irish, Scotch. Lincolnshire, or 
Cheshire-grown seed is preferred. If no preference is stated. 
Bees Ltd. will send what is best suited to your locality. 

VEGETABLE SEEDS m Id. packets 

“ A " Collection. -| j Best Strains. 

13 Choice Vars. X JL l Post Free. 

Curled Parsley. 1,000. Cabbage Lettuce. 1,500. Snowball Turnip. 2.COO. 
Student Parsnip, 750. Altrincham Carrot. 750 Early Horn Carrot. 750. 
Spring Cabbage, 500. Telegraph Cucumber. 2 Crin. Globe Beet, 200. 
l*k. Celery, 2,500. Long \Vh. Marrow, 12. Lyon Leek, 400. 

Alisa Craig Onions, 300. 

Allotment I c\ Post Free. 


Collection. 
Broccoli. 350 ». 
Leek, 400 s. 

Turnip, 2,000 a. 
Spinach, ioz. 

Red Cabbage. 500 s. 
Bush Marrow. 12 s. 
Parsnip, 750 s. 
Tomato, 50 s. 

Beet-root, 200 s. 


2/3 
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Cos. Lettuce, 1,000 s. 
White Celery, 2.500 ?. 
Kc-^plcg Orion. 300 s. 

( hnmpion Onion, 300 s 
Radish. 1,000 s. 

French Bean. 100 s. 
Pickling Onion, 400 s. 
Savoy, 500 s. 
Cauliflower, 300 s. 
Carrot, 750 $. 

SHALLOTS 


Varieties. 

White Turnip, 2.000 s. 
Brussel? Sprouts, 400 s. 
Parsley. l.tOO s. 
Mustard, ioz. 

Cress, ioz. 

Allsi Craig Onion. 

300 h. 

Long White Marrow, 
12 s. 


^ Spondid hand picked bulhs. firm and sound, no waste. 4’b. 2 S, 
71b. 4.-, 141b. 7/6, carriage paid. Send your prder now. 

.Shallots are likely to become very scarce and high in price. 


“ Mersey ” Collection, 
15 seeds each. 
Bobble's Cream. 
Sunproof Crimson. 
Royal Purple. 

Rosa belle, rose. 


SWEET PEAS 

1/9 


1 fZ'CZ Carriage 
its. v/O paid. 
Alpine F.rlnns. rosy purple. 
Yellow Stonecrop, golden. 
Wilson’s Bellflower, blue. 

Basil Sonpwort, red. 

Sunset Rock-roso, vel'tfw. 
Bulgarian Rockfoll, white. 
Californian Stonecrop, criin. yel. 
Woolly Thyme, lavender. 

Fulla Rellflower. deep violet. 
Silvery Aubrletia, lilac. 

Alpine Cotoneaster, evergreen. 
Dub. Evening Primrose,yellow. 
Pott’s Stonecrop. pink. 
Norbonno Flax. blue. 

Upright Thyme, lilac. 
Californian Rockfoll. white. 
Isabel’s Bellflower, blue. 
Potter’s Aubrletia, violet. 
Ewor's Stonecrop, yellow. 

Rock Cotoneaster. evergreen. 
Tom Thumb Spiraea, ted. 
Hang’s Rockfoll. golden. 

Basin Bellflower, pula blue. 
Lydian Stonecrop, pink. 
Stablan Rockfoll. white. 


'* Liverpool ’’Collection, 

15 seeds each. 

Mrs. Cuthhertson, white. 

John Ingham, carmine. 

Edrom, Beauty, orange. 

BEES “LANCASHIRE 

18 varieties, 2/3, post free. 


Post Free. 

12 Varieties, 

King White. Barbara, salmon. 

Queen of Norway, mve. R. F. Felton, lav. 
Btevenson, orange. America Spencer. 

Hercules, pink. King Manoei, maroon. 

1 1 D. 6 Varieties. 

X Post Free. 

Bobbie’s Scarlet. 

Margaret Atlee, pink. 

Constance Hinton, wht. 
COLLECTION, 15 Seeds. 
This collection consists of the 


18 varieties named above, nnd one packet of C.ypsophlla Eiegans. 

FLOWER SEEDS 


** O ” Collection, 

13 Annuals. 
Sweet Sultan, 100 s. 
Shirley Poppy, 1,000 s 
Scarlet Flax. 1,500 «. 

Pk. Everlasting, 300 s, 
Dlmorphotheca. 25 a. 
Wh, Gypaophila, 1.C00 s. 


1/2 


Cutting or Border, 

Post Free. 

I.inarla Excelsior, 1.000 s. 

( rim. Eschscholzia, 500 s. 
Yell. F.schscholzia, 1.000 s. 
Blue Cornflower. 300 s. 
Scotch Marigold, 250 s. 
Giant, Wh. Candytuft. 2C0 s. 
Tricolour Chrvsants., 500 a. 

Similar Collections of Seeds 1.2 each, post free. 

’’ Collection . 13 Annuals for Sunny Positions. 


■.) ” 

■ M ” 


If possible, make up your order from this 
advertisement. It Is the most economical 
way to buy what you want. 

A.B.C. OF ROSE CULTURE, 2d. 

Booklet of 32 pages; tells you all you are 
Mkelv to want to know about roses. 2 d. 
•damps with catalogue, order or alone. 


15 » , t f'hady Positions. 

— 13 ,, ,, Cutting Ros. 

— 13 ,. Dwarf for Edging. 

... ICO seeds each. 7 10-week Stocks. 
... packet each 13 Asters. 

... packet each 13 Antirrhinums. 



175b Mill Street LIVERPOOL 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

All goods are sold on approval for cash 
with order. Bees Ltd., guarantee to return 
money In full if you are not satisfied. 

PRICES INCLUDE CARRIAGE 

All collections, when ordered complete, 
will he delivered carriage paid, when cash 
Is sent with order. 


COLOUR Pictures Speak BETTER than words. 28 pages of Natural Photo-Colour Pictures in Bees’ 
Catalogues help you to select just the sorts of Seeds, Roses and Plants you want. Catalogues post free. 

Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


Digitized by 


Google 
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uevvetl growth. This is a good time at which 
to undertake such repotting as is necessary. 
A little charcoal and a small allowance of 
lime rubble are of advantage to most Ferns. 
In repotting, the ball may be slightly reduced, 
and any plants of which the crowns have be¬ 
come congested can be divided. In the case 
of Adiantum Farleyense it will be found that 
pure loam without any admixture will give 
good results. It is advisable after the fronds 
begin to unfold to provide shade on sunny 
days. A mild heat, such as that of a vinery 
just started, will be found to suit the require¬ 
ments of newly-poMed Ferns for a time, and 
watering must be in careful hands. 

liate Primulas, which in 3-inch pots were 
beginning to show signs of flowering, had the 
buds pinched out, and were repotted into 5-inch 
pots. These for the present will be placed 
upon a shelf in quite a cool house, in order 
that their time of blooming may bo delayed 
as far as possible. 

Eulalia japonica variegata and Cyperns 
alt-era ifolitis variegatus, having become 
shabby, were cut over. These plants, although 
by no means valuable, are very useful in many 
ways, especially in rooms. Being easily in¬ 
creased by division, no regret is felt when 
casualties occur when used in such a way, 
and until growth is again on the move plants 
retained for stock will not be divided. 

Bulbs.—Late batches of bulbs may now l>e 
introduced to heat as required. Dutch Hya¬ 
cinths, Jonquils, and such Narcissi as Golden 
Spur, Empress, and Sir Watkin are always 
useful at this season, and will come away 
rapidly with but a moderate allowance of heat. 
The Cottage Maid type of Tulip is good for 
cutting at this time, but when introduced to 
heat copious supplies of moisture are neces¬ 
sary, otherwise the buds are apt to succumb 
in their-early stages. 

Pigs in pots.—Much, of course, depends upon 
the time at which the fruit is required from 
Fig-trees grown in pots. In a general way, 
after starting, it is best to give a steady and 
progressive heat and when the foliage is well 
expanded to give an allowance of chemical 
fertiliser in solution or of liquid-manure occa¬ 
sionally. When the trees are growing freely 
it is hardly impossible to overfeed them—trees 
in pots differing in this respect from those 
grown out-of-doors, which thrive and fruit 
best in a poor, rather hungry soil. 

Hardy fruit-trees on walls.—The work of 
forking up alleys in front of wall trees and of 
applying such manure in the form of a mulch 
as is considered necessary is being carried out 
as time permits. Opinions differ as to the best 
time at which to apply such mulchings, but I 
do not think that one time is noticeably better 
than another. One thing is certain. If the 
mulch be applied now it stands to reason 
that evaporation will be to a great extent pre¬ 
vented during the searching winds associated 
with early spring. 

Hardy flower borders.—During the week 
further progress was made with the forking 
up of the hardy flower borders, and it is hoped, 
should the weather continue favourable, to 
complete the work in a day or two. Any 
plants which require cutting in or otherwise 
attending to are looked after in the process of 
forking over. 

Seed sowing.—There is always, I think, a 
tendency to sow just a trifle too soon; and in 
the present state of affaire the anxiety to pro¬ 
cure early crops may, conceivably, emphasise 
that tendency. In seed sowing, as in most 
other things, it is a good rule to “ hasten 
slowly." With the advancing season germina¬ 
tion will be more certain and progress more 
rapid, while the plants will be of a correspond¬ 
ingly better quality. 

Globe Artichokes. -As rather severe frosts 
may now be expected, a good mulch of half- 
decayed litter has been given to Globe Arti¬ 
chokes. After the covering was applied the 
bed was lightly pricked over with the fork and 
all decayed leaves removed. 

Vegetables.—The supply of green vegetables 
is yet well maintained, and, so far. much 
forcing, except in the way of Seakale, has not 
been attempted during the present season. 
The advantages of a good breadth of Curly 
Kale for midwinter and early spring use can¬ 
not be over-estimated, for not only does it 
make an excellent djfih when boiled in the 

Google 


usual way, but it makes an admirable substi¬ 
tute for Spinach. It has not, however, been 
necessary up till now to use it instead of the 
latter, for Spinach Beet has been abundant 
throughout the winter. The Jerusalem Arti¬ 
choke. too, is of considerable value, the white 
variety being superior to the older sort. 
Celery is plentiful, although, perhaps, not 
quite so good as usual, owing to the wet 
autumn having delayed the earthing-up. 
Leeks, always useful, were evidently suited by 
the dripping autumn, and have made excel¬ 
lent stuff, which will be available for a long 
period. Late plantings of Brussels Sprouts are 
providing good pickings. W. McGuffog. 

Jlalmae Hardens, Kirkcudbright. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


Questions. —Queries and answers are in¬ 
serted in Gardening free of charge if corre¬ 
spondents follow these rules: All communications 
shoidd be dearly written on one side oj the paper 
only , and addressed to the Editor (/Gardening, 
63, Lincoln's Inn Fields , London, W.G. 
Letters on business should be sent to the Pub¬ 
lisher. The name and address of the sender 
are required in addition to any designation he 
may desire to be used in the paper. When 
more than one query is salt each should be on a 
separate piece of paper , the name and address 
being added to each. As Gardening has to be 
sent to press some days in advance of date , 
queries cannot always be replied to in the issue 
immediately following their receipt . We do not 
reply to queries by post. 

Naming plants. —All who wish their 
plants to be rightly named should send fair 
examples of each—the stem , leafflower , or fruit. 

(Snippets of leaves and points of shoots are use¬ 
less. ) Not more than four plants should be sent 
in any one week by the same correspondent. 
Where more than one kind is sent they should be 
numbered. Of conifers the fruit should always 
be sent. 

Naming fruit. —Several specimens in dif¬ 
ferent stages of colour and size of the same kind 
greatly assist in its determination. We have 
received from several correspondents single speci¬ 
mens of fruits for naming, these in many cases 
being unripe and otherwise poor. We can under¬ 
take to name only four varieties at a time, 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Camellia leaves in bad condition (Little 
CUano ).— The roots are evidently in very bad 
condition, either very dry or they have been 
overwatered. Examine them and see to this, 
and if you find that they are dry, stand the 
plants, if in pots, in a tub of water for half 
an hour, so as to thoroughly soak the soil. It 
may be that they want repotting, which, if 
necessary, should have been done directly they 
had finished blooming. When the plants have 
completed their growth they should be stood 
out-of-doors on a bed of ashes in a shady 
place, paying particular attention to the water¬ 
ing. and syringing overhead daily if the 
weather should be dry. 

Watering a Palm (M. H .).—The plant must 
have plenty of light, more especially at this 
season. No hard-and-fast line can be laid 
dow'n as to watering it, as this is influenced 
by the weather, position, and other particulars. 
The condition of the soil must be your guide, 
and you must take care, when you do water it, 
that the ball of soil is thoroughly moistened. 
When in need of moisture the be6t way is to 
stand it in a tub of water, leaving it there 
until the bubbles have ceased to rise. Keep 
the soil at all times fairly moist, but not in 
any w T ay soddened, and wash the leaves occa¬ 
sionally with soapy water. Yes; you may now 
and again apply some of the artificial manure 
you refer to, blit you must be very careful in 
its use, giving it only in small doee6 when the 
soil is thoroughly moist. 

Primula obconica (Kent).— This useful 
variety is invaluable for the winter as it 
comes into bloom freely in the darkest days 
if kept in a warm greenhouse. It is one of 
the all-the-year-round plants that will flower 
continuously for twelve months at a stretch, 
but old plants that have been exhausted by 
summer-flowering cannot equal young seed¬ 
ling plants either in bloom or foliage. As it 1 


seeds freely, there is no difficulty in bringing 
on a fresh stock specially for the winter, as 
the foliage will be larger and of a deeper 
green. The blooms will be longer in the stalks 
and of a richer colour than on old plants, 
which after a year’s work may be thrown 
away and a fresh batch brought on. The be6t 
book is ‘‘Stove and Greenhouse Plants" (T. 
Baines), from this office, price 5s. 6d. post free. 

FRUIT. 

Cutting back Raspberries (Rubus ).—Many 
hesitate to cut back their Raspberry-canes 
when newly planted, especially when they are 
purchased from the nursery, more particularly 
when they happen to be strong. Nurserymen 
foster this failing by sending strong rods care¬ 
fully preserved their full length. Inexperi¬ 
enced growers are those, of course, more 
likely to fall into such error. So planted it 
commonly happens that the energies of the 
plant are used up in its efforts to fruit, leav¬ 
ing the sucker growth, which is the all-im¬ 
portant part, to chance, with the result that 
the cane often dies at the end of the fruiting 
season. Severe shortening is almost, as great 
an evil as the other extreme. 

VEGETABLES. 

Potato planting (Penwell ).—It is impossible 
to say what quantity will be required unless 
we know whether you purpose growing early 
or late Potatoes. The distance between the 
rows may vary from 15 inches to 20 inches for 
early varieties, with from 24 inches to 30 inches 
for strong-growing sorts. Early sorts may be 
planted in the row 8 inches to 12 inches apart, 
late varieties 12 inches to 18 inches. 

Cutting seed Potatoes (Vida Kenion ).— 
When large tubers are received, as in your 
case, and it is felt to be wasteful to plant 
them whole as seed, there is no other course 
open but to cut them in half. It is wise in all 
cases to sprout these sets first; then, assured 
that at least one stout bud or sprout is 
attached to each portion, to cut the tubers 
from between these crown shoots lengthwise. 
If that be done some forty-eight hours before 
planting them, dusting the cut surfaces with 
slaked lime, to cause them to form a thick 
skin or callus, then there is no waste of sap, 
neither do the flesh surfaces offer special food 
to grubs or other soil insects. 

Sprouting Potato seed (F. P .).—There is a 
great gain in sprouting early Potatoes for forc¬ 
ing or early planting tubers. In many gardens 
one can utilise any spare boxes for the pur¬ 
pose. The boxes should be of sufficient depth 
to take the tubers on end and allow for good 
seed. Boxes 4 inches to 6 inches deep will 
answer well. These when filled should bo 
placed in a cool, light place. The tubers will 
make a strong growth, it being an easy matter 
later on to reduce the sprouts to one or two of 
the strongest. By doing the work now there 
is a great saving of time. There is no danger 
of weak sprouts, which are often mnch 
damaged when the 6ets are placed in baskets. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Destroying wireworm (X. Y. Z .).—Procure 
some gas-lime, put it down in small heaps at 
the rate of 2 bushels to 3 rode, and then spread 
it evenly over the ground. Let it lie thus for 
a month, and then dig or trench it in. You 
must not crop ground so treated for three 
months. You might also use one of the several 
soil fumigants now on the market, and with 
which you will run no risk. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

Anxious Inquirer .—We have had no experi¬ 
ence of the material you refer to, but should 
say that it would be of very little value either 

in the garden or for pot plants.- Vida 

Kenion .—Kindly tell us the name of the Heath 
you refer to or send us some shoots, and then 

we will be the better able to help you.-L.— 

Any large grower of hardy plante should be 
able to supply or procure for you the plant 
you inquire about. 
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NOTES OF THE WEEK. 


Primula vertiolllata. Just coming into 
bloom (January 20th) under cool green¬ 
house treatment, seedling plants of this 
Primrose promise to be useful during the 
early months of spring. Many have dis¬ 
carded P. verticillata in favour of P. 
kewengis—certainly a very fine Primula, 
but, in my experience, liable to sudden 
collapse. Be the cause what it may, while 
P. kewensis is also grown, I always like 
to have a batch of P. verticillata, which is 
almost as effective in leaf and flower as 
the more recent hybrid.— Kirk. 

The winter Heliotrope not hardy _This 

native of the Mediterranean region is not 
a hardy plant I regret to And, though a 
very useful one when naturalised. It grew 
anti flowered freely on a bank of sand at a 
rather high elevation (400 feet). It rarely 
flowered in ordinary cool soil 200 feet 
lower in the place. A large bed of it was 
disfigured by the frost toward the end of 
January, both leaves and flowers a sad 
sight, the strong flower-stems breaking off 
as if rotted. Having often seen it on 
railway hanks and rubbish lieu tvs as free 
as Coltsfoot, I was not pleased at the ruin. 
-IV. 

The Silver Wattle (Acacia dealbata).— 
I'ow plants blooming in a moderately warm 
greenhouse during Beeember and January 
afford such a fine combination of beauty 
In foliage and flower as the Silver Wattle. 
It is said that it cannot be satisfactorily 
grown in pots, but while, no doubt, it will 
do better when planted out, I know from 
experience that it will attain to a consider¬ 
able size when grown in a 12-inch pot. 
One pi«e in a greenhouse in such a pot is 
about 20 feet in height, covering a roof 
area of almost 10 feet. The silvery-grey 
foliage and the plume-like clusters of clear 
yellow flowers are very attractive, and of 
amcli value for cutting. Naturally, when 
grown in jiuts. liquid manure or chemical 
^.ibstitutes in solution must be given 
pretty frequently. —A Scottish Gvu- 
m:neb. 

trica melanthera. — The “ Black- 
ratliered ” T (oath is perhaps one of the 
prettiest and most useful of the kinds 
flowering in autumn and winter, only re¬ 
tiring the protection of a cool greenhouse 
—a temperature of 40 degs. or 45 dogs. 
l>, ing ample. In conjunction with the 
lower temperature named, care should be 
“‘Wised when watering, and with fairly 
‘Iry atmospheric conditions generally the 
Plant* hist long in ttotser. Justinow 
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some 2 feet high bushes of it at Kew are 
covered with myriads of tho tiny pink and j 
white blossoms from which the nearly jet 
black anthers just protrude.—E. ,T. 

Primula stellata.— This is a favourite, 1 
not only with gardeners, but with amateurs 
as well. This is not to be wondered at, 
for its light and graceful habit and free¬ 
dom of blooming are superior to those of 
tiie older form of I*, sinensis. Requiring 
but little heat, P. stellata blooms freely 
during winter and spring, the only care 
which it requires being strict attention to 
watering, as, like the family generally, if j 
overwatered disaster is sure to follow. 
The Stellate Primula is very useful as a 
room plant, while the blooms, in several 
colours, last well when cut.— Kirk. 

The lateness of Snowdrops.— Snowdrops 
are very late in the south-west of Scotland 
this season, and In very few gardens have 
any of them flowered. Some speak of 
having Snowdrojw in bloom about, or soon 
after. New Year's Bay, but I fancy they 
are referring to flowers which are not long 
through the soil and are just showing 
colour. I never consider the Snowdrop in 
bloom until it droops its head and assumes 
the pendent Habit we associate with the 
name. This season the spell of severe 
weather we have had lias arrested the de¬ 
velopment of tho flowers, and they appear 
to have made little or no progress in a 
fortnight or three weeks.—S. Ar.nott. 

Erlangea tomentosa. Bunches of this 
recently-introduced plant were shown by 
Messrs. G. Bunyard and Co. before the 
Royal Horticultural Sociely recently to 
show its value ns a winter-flowering plant. 
At first sight, both in colour and the 
arrangement of the terminal clusters, the 
flowers are suggestive of those of Agera- 
tum, though smaller and of a deep mauve 
colour. The plant Is shrubby, the stems, 
as also the under-surfaces of the flowers, 
whitish, the flowers arranged in terminal 
corymbs. The plant requires treatment 
similar to that for Eupatorium. Well- 
flowered examples of it are attractive, 
greenhouse-flowering plants of its colour 
being uncommon during winter. 

The Winter Aconite. —Eranthls hycmnlis, 
though usually credited with being a “ good 
doer ” (vide p. 58) is disappointing with 
us, inasmuch as it often does not come up 
at all, or it disappears before its second 
winter. We have tried naturalising it in 
all maimer of places upon our woodland 
bank with the above result. Perhaps mice 
have a taste for il, though that does not I 
seem likely. It thrives best with us in an j 
herbaceous border, where it is frequently ' 
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pitch-forked about and sometimes buried 
5 inches or 0 inches deep. There is one 
little colony which also blooms persistently. 
It is in a hard path near a gateway, where 
it is often trodden ui«m, not to say “ top- 
dressed” with gravel and rolled in.—A. T. 
Johnson. 

New varieties of the alpine Forest Heath 

(Erica earnea).— 1 The wild plant, the most 
precious little shrublet ever brought to our 
land, has hitherto shown but little varia¬ 
tion in our gardens. Messrs. Backhouse, 
of York, however, have sought out in its 
alpine home many varieties of it, and now 
send us some— (1) Pink Pearl; ,(2) gracilis; 
(3> Queen Mary; (4) Winter Beauty; (5) 
Thomas Kiugsgote; (fi) King George. 
These differ somewhat in colour, and are 
charming additions, but their fair value 
cannot be well seen until they are boldly 
grouped, in which way 1 am now growing 
them.—W. 

Spiraea Henryi.— This is one of several 
new shrubby Spinras, seeds of which were 
sent borne to Messrs. Veitch from Central 
China by Mr. E. H. -Wilson during the 
early years of the present century. Grow¬ 
ing upwards of (i feet high, it Is of grace¬ 
ful, spreading habit, forming long arching 
branches eacli • year from which short 
shoots are produced the following spring, 
each one bearing in June a cluster of white 
flowers 2 inches or so across. It is an 
easily-grown shrub, , thriving, like other 
Spirasae, in good loamy soil, and being 
easily increased by. cuttings inserted in 
sandy soil indoors in summer, or by seeds. 
The removal of some of the older wood 
uow and then is an advantage.—1). 

Poterium obtusum.— A new and attrac¬ 
tive herbaceous perennial from Japan; and, 
from the flower point of view, the best of 
all the Burnet tribe. Exhibited and certi¬ 
ficated in August, 1015, experience is as 
yet young with it, though when shown by 
Messrs. Barr and Sons on the date named 
the arching inflorescences of rosy-crimson 
flowers 0 inches or 8 inches in length con¬ 
stituted a considerable attraction. When 
established, the plant reaches 3 feet or 
more high and is bushy and neat. In my 
very light lieath-like soil, which inclines 
to dust-dryness in summer, the individual 
spikes were not long lived, though the not 
Inconsiderable succession of them was help¬ 
ful in maintaining a display for some little 
time. I.ate spring-planted, too, the plant 
did not reach its full height, and. judging 
from its behaviour in 1010 and from ex¬ 
perience of other,-members of its tribe, I 
am inclined to believe that a stlffer soil or 
olio more loamy, moister, and decidedly 
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richer would be more to the liking of the 
plant. X am trying it, too, in a somewhat 
shady place, since in any position where it 
can be made a success the colour will be 
welcome. Doubtless in moister soil it will 
be quite happy in full sun. It was, I be¬ 
lieve, exhibited as F. obtusatum, the above 
l>eing the correct name.—E. H. J. 

Cotoneaster Simons! in berry.— This is 
again this year full of berries. On our 
light, sandy soil in West Surrey it is a 
most useful shrub, being, as a rule, 
covered with its bright red liorries for 
months. Thus year the birds have taken 
to the berries early, it is odd that the 
birds prefer the seeds. I have now before 
me a branch full of berries, from each of 
which the seeds have been removed.— 
J. C. S. 

Rose Richmond in autumn.— At the close 
of November a friend brought me blooms 
♦if this in ]ierfect condition from bush 
plants in a most exposed position. The 
bright scarlet flowers were most welcome 
in these dull days. The plants these 
hlooms came from were lifted every 
second or third year. In this way they 
retained their vigour. They were mulched 
in the summer, the soil being light and 
sandy. Richmond resembles Liberty, but 
small growers only want, the former, which 
is the better on this light soil. In another 
small garden at the same time I saw 
standards of Kaiserin Augusta Victoria 
full of flowers.— West Surrey. 

Coleus thyrsoideus. — Under glass blue 
flowers are at all times appreciated, esiieci- 
nlly during the winter. Coleus thyrsoideus 
is one of the best, but., unless it can be 
given moderate stove-heat, It is useless to 
expect it to bloom at the time indicated, 
liy way of trail, a batch of a dozen plants 
has been grown, from start to finish, under 
ordinary greenhouse conditions—that is to 
say, In a house where, during winter, the 
temperature is not allowed to exceed 55 
♦legs. The result lias been very disap¬ 
pointing, and proves that more heat is 
needful if the plants are expected to bloom 
in December or January. At present 
(January 27tli) the flower-spikes are only 
beginning to be visible, while the foliage 
is suffering from want of heat. On the 
other hand, plants grown in the stove have 
been in bloom for over six weeks; in fact, 
they are now beginning to be shabby.— 
W. McG., Balmae. 

The Madeira Orchid (Orchis follosa) in 
• Norfolk.— One of the surprises of a visit 
to a Norfolk garden a year or two ago was 
a magnificent group of this. Though it 
had passed the flowering stage the forest 
of spikes and the vigour of leaf and stem 
remained to demonstrate that all was well. 
One is pleased, too. to see Mr. T. Smith, 
♦if Newry, offering it by the dozen, since 
this shows that this unique species is 
gradually becoming more plentiful than a 
few years ago. Native of woods and 
copses, and peculiar to the island named, 
it is said to inhabit “ rocky hanks among 
Grasses and bushes of Spartium eandlcans 
at an altitude of 3,000 feet.” In the in¬ 
stance referred to, but a few miles from 
Cromer and practically at sea-level, no 
plant could have appeared more happy 
Doubtless to some extent the genial con¬ 
ditions of the district and the nearness to 
the sea favoured the good growth, though 
Jn like soil conditions much further inland 
the plant also thrives well. In the Nor¬ 
folk garden referred to it was growing ut 
the end of a border in sandy loam and 
peat, a mixture which suits it well gener¬ 
ally. In moister soils wholly of peat it is 
often loss satisfactory, and clay soils or 
heavy loams are unsuited to it. Not ob¬ 
jecting to a &uaqy spot, it iirovides the 
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prettiest picture when grouped in thin 
woodland shade, where also its flower 
beauty is longest retained. Those desiring 
to add it to their collections should not 
longer delay planting. A good variety of 
it is given in a coloured plate in 
“Wooster’s Alpines.”—E. II. Jenkins. 

Good old Chrysanthemums.— Still an ad¬ 
mirer of many of the old Chrysanthemums, 

I was pleased to notice in Gardening 
Illustrated of February 3rd (p. 58) that 
there are others who yet appreciate them. 
“ Lea hurst ” mentions several of my own 
favourites—Elaine, for example, which, 
even yet, I grow to a considerable extent. 
In my opinion it remains one of the best 
whites, and, I think, no one can have too 
many of the variety. Val d’Andorre I re¬ 
collect over twenty-five years ago, as well 
as tile Rundles and the Salters. Another 
good old Chrysanthemum was Carew 
Underwood, and Dr. Macary used to he 
popular. I had forgotten that fine yellow, 
Chevalier Domage, until “ Leahursfs ” 
article recalled it to my memory. It was, 
undoubtedly, a good thing. The earliest 
yellows of which I have any recollection 
are Jardin des Plantes and Peter the 
Great.— An Old Timer. 

Iris unguicularis (I. stylosa). — This is 
one of the best of hardy winter-flowering 
plants, rivalling in beauty and charm 
many of the choicest Orchids. In mild 
winters and in sheltered spots or favoured 
localities it is a fairly reliable plant, giving 
of its welcome spikes in profusion, and 
which, in a little warmth indoors and in 
water, quickly oien. Owing, however, to 
the severe weather experienced in January 
and the cold, piercing wind aecomixanying 
It, this beautiful plant, unless in the most 
sheltered places, is likely to receive a con¬ 
siderable setback, so far as may be judged 
by the present condition of the plants. 
Uncovered plants, though receiving the 
proverbial shelter at the foot of a south 
wall, are for the moment very unhappy- 
looking, the more forward spikes limp and 
apparently lifeless. The vitality of such 
things is often a matter for surprise once 
the frost departs and more genial condi¬ 
tions prevail. In all the circumstances in 
such « trying time, failing a good protec¬ 
tive covering of snow, it were better to 
strew dry Bracken or Heather over the 
plants where these are available, or pro¬ 
tect in some other way. Where the plants 
are in narrow borders against greenhouse 
or wall the shelter of a frame-light or two 
arranged lengthwise would save many 
spikes from ruin.—E. II. Jenkins. 

Begonia Mrs. J. A. Petersen. — This 
pretty new hybrid winter-flowering 
Begonia is likely to become popular, as 
much by reason of its brilliant flowers, 
rich rosy-crimson in colour, as by the leaf 
colour, though probably the fulness of the 
latter as seen in its American home will 
never he realised in this country. Con¬ 
versing recently with Mr. Barnard, of 
Messrs. Stuart Low and Co., that gentle¬ 
man referred to his first seeing it in Cin¬ 
cinnati, where, as a cross between B. 
soootrana and B. Gloire de Seeaux, it was 
raised by Mr. J. A. Petersen. He spoke 
of a couple of houses, each 200 feet by 30 
feet, filled with the plant as the most 
brilliant spectacle he had ever seen in 
winter. Largely, of course, the fine effect 
produced was due to the bright sunshine. 
Remembering the sunlessness of an average 
English winter, like results will be next to 
impossible here. At the same time, the 
newcomer is so responsive to sunlight that 
a few plants of it add a charm to the 
greenhouse in winter. Briefly described, 
it is a Gloire de Lorraine with rich roey- 
earmine flowers and lironzy-crimson leaf¬ 
age. In Chrysanthemum time I saw it ip 


perfection at Woliuru Place, Addlestone, 
where Mr. Stevenson had a considerable 
group in flower.—S. V. S. 

Eranthemum pulchellum. — Plants with 
bright blue flowers are always favourites, 
and the above, an East Indian subject 
known to cultivators for a century or more, 
is certainly one of the best for winter 
blooming. The plant is of vigorous habit, 
and many an amateur might grow it quite 
well in an ordinary greenhouse. Best of 
all ways of seeing it is in groups of a 
dozen or more, if the plants be small, or 
in smaller numbers where the plants are 
grown on from year to year, such examples 
reaching 2 feet high and as much through. 
Of such a size and in some quantity I grew 
it in former days, my then employer being 
partial to the rich, bright blue colour. 
Happily, tiie plant lends itself to growing 
into large size, and, being vigorous-root¬ 
ing as well as a good grower, submits to 
hard pruning after flowering and the 
necessary stopping of the shoots to regulate 
the season of blossoming. The plants 
flower continuously for some weeks. A 
fairly good sandy loam suits it well, and 
good plants are available in 0-inch or 
7-inch pots. Smaller plants—the yearling 
from the cutting—form useful little bushes 
less than a foot high. Of sucli as these 
there is now a nice display at Kew.— 
E. H. J. 

A great seed house and the war.— 

Out of 700 regular employees of the 
firm of MM. Vilmorin-Andrieux et Cie., 
Paris, 400 have been called up. Of 
these, so far as is known, 43 have been 
killed, five are dead of disease contracted 
on active service, 14 are rejiorted missing, 
and 27 are prisoners; 40 have been 
awarded the Croix <le Guerre. From the 
beginning of the war the firm has remitted 
to the family of each of the married men 
under arms 00 fr. for the wife and 10 fr. 
for each child (monthly). The amount of 
assistance distributed in this way is 
13,000 fr. monthly. A small gratuity of 
from 10 fr. to 20 fr. is made to each 
unmarried soldier on leave (three or four 
times in a year) when he comes home. The 
places of these 400 employed are now Ailed 
by about a hundred over-age or very young 
assistants (13 to 18 years) and 150 women 
over and above those normally employed. 
Since 1915 the amount of business trans¬ 
acted has reverted to almost the normal, 
and to this result an important increase 
on tiie orders received from England, its 
dominions, and colonies has contributed. 

The deadly Yew. —In a “ Shepherd’s 
Life,” by W. H. Hudson, which I am now 
reading, is the following re the danger of 
the Yew :—“ Coal down to about 1840 was 
only used by tiie blacksmiths in the vil¬ 
lages, and was conveyed in sacks on ponies 
or donkeys. Of those who were engaged 
in the business was Old Joe, who was 
known in every village iu the Salisbury 
Plain during the first thirty-five years of 
the last century. He appeared periodi¬ 
cally in the villages with his eight donkeys, 
which each carried two sacks of small 
coal. One night he arrived late at a vil¬ 
lage, and, finding there was good feed in 
the churchyard, and that everybody was iu 
lied, put ids donkeys in and stretched him¬ 
self out among the gravestones to sloop. 
He was tired, and slept very soundly until 
it was light and time to put out his noddies 
(as he called them) before any person 
came by and discovered that lie had been 
making free with the rector’s Grass. 
Glancing round, he could see no donkeys, 
and only when he stood up lie found they 
had not made their escape, hut were (here 
all about him among the gravestones— 
stone dead every one. They had browsed 
on the luxuriant Yews that grew there, 
and this was the result.”—T. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

TIIE FRENCH HONEYSUCKLE 
(Hedysarum multijugum). 

Tins is distinct by reason of its reddish- 
purple flowers being borne over a con¬ 
siderable part of the summer, for it is 
rarely that it is without blossom during 
July and August. A native of Mongolia, 


axils the long, loose racemes of pea-shaped 
flowers are borne, a succession of bloom 
being kept up so long as the shoots con¬ 
tinue to lengthen. Seeds, which will ripen 
during hot, sunny summers, form the best 
means of increase, for although cuttings 
can be rooted if inserted in sandy soil in 
a close frame in summer, their rooting is 
often rather irregular. Light, loamy soil 
and a sunny position are advisable. A 


forests of British Columbia one may see 
it clinging like patches of snow to the 
rotting stumps left by the loggers, or 
racing in a streak of white far up the 
bark of a river tree. There it is called 
Bunch Berry, or Pigeon Berry, from the 
cluster of scarlet berries which mature 
from the dull green blossom after the 
beautiful white bracts which serve as 
petals have been cast off. These milky 



The French Honeysuckle (Hedysarum multijugum). From a drawing by II. G. Moon. 


it is not a very well-known plant, although 
it has been introduced for upwards of 
twenty years. It grows about 3 feet high, 
but is apt to become loose in habit, there¬ 
fore it is a good plan to cut the younger 
shoots back each spring to within a few 
eyes of the base, for, as the flowers are 
borne from the current year's shoots, a 
vigorous spring pruning is no detriment 
to flowering. The pinnate leaves are made 
up of a considerable number of tiny 
bluish-green leaflets^aftdt^'oin ^|^af- 


group of plants can be made to give a 
better-furnished appearance by pegging 
down some of the lower shoots. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Cornus canadensis.— This little creeping 
Dogwood is admirably suited to shady or 
half-shaded places in the wild garden. It 
is not fastidious, and will do where our 
native Ferns and Mosses flourish. We 
grow it in the clefts of old stumps and 
about the roots of tall trees. In the 


bracts are rendered the more attractive by 
being set in a broad rosette of oval-pointed 
leaves arranged at the summit of a crim¬ 
son, wiry stem some i inches to G inches 
in length. Since writing the above I have 
read Mrs. Stoker's notes on her British 
Columbian plants (p. 57) with particular 
interest, since I am not unacquainted with 
the country she writes from. Pyrola uni¬ 
flora is a distinct acquisition to the shady 
parts of one’s wild garden, but Cliutonia 
uniflora (there is a good photograph of 
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this in Mrs. Hensliaw’s “Flowers of the 
Kooky Mountains-”) we have, so far, been 
unable to secure In this country. 1 won- 
tier if Mrs. Stoker knows a large, Aruiu- 
iikc plant with immense spathes of a rich 
butter-yellow' on short stems which grows 
on Vancouver Island? I have always re¬ 
gretted not having identified it at the time 
I saw it, some five or six years ago.—A. T. 

JOIIXSOX. 

A good evergreen Thorn.— I send you a 
spray of Crataegus obtusatus, the latest to 
fruit of the family. The berries are not so 
large or so bright as those of Ladnndi, but 
they are pretty and do not attract the 
birds.—T. Smith, Keivnj. 

[A distinct and pretty shrub in mid¬ 
winter days, and no doubt there is a stock 
not grafted in the Netcry nursery. The 
old C. Pyracantha was often grafted on 
the Quince in the Surrey nurseries to its 
ruin. — Ed.] 

The evergreen Elaeagnus.— Please tell me 
it the fine evergreen Elteagnuses are hardy at 
Kew in winters like this?—8. 'X. 

[All the evergreen Eleagnuses mentioned 
in “ Trees and Shrubs Hardy in the British 
Isles” are perfectly hardy, viz., E. glabra, 
E macrophylla, and E. pungens with all 
its varieties.— Kew.] 

Flowering shrubs by the wayside.— In 
some districts in Scotland, in addition to 
the flowering shrubs in the gardens and 
policies attached to the larger houses, pro¬ 
prietors have endeavoured to give addi¬ 
tional beauty to the roadsides by planting 
some of these shrubs between the fences 
and the roadway. Where not overdone, a 
monotonous roadside is considerably 
brightened. I know of a few Scottish 
roadsides thus treated, and on one of the 
roads leading out of the beautiful village 
of Moniaive Rhododendrons have been 
planted. These have now r attained a con¬ 
siderable size, and, being well budded, will 
this season, if all goes well, be a welcome 
sight.—S. A. 

Rhodothamnus Chammcistus —Closely 
allied to Rhododendron, this pretty little 
evergreen shrub is sometimes called Rho¬ 
dodendron Chamcecistus, but is really dis¬ 
tinct from tile larger family. It is of 
dwarf habit, usually less than 1 foot high, 
bearing terminal clusters of rose-coloured 
flowers during late April and early May. 
A native of the Austrian Alps, its proper 
place is the rock garden, where a healthy 
specimen is looked upon as one of the 
most valuable plants, for it never fails to 
bloom freely. Unlike many of the 
Ericneea 1 , it grows wild amongst limestone 
rocks, and the most successful results are 
usually secured by planting it ill a pocket 
of good loamy soil between stones of con¬ 
siderable size, where the root system will 
be continually cool and moist without the 
soil becoming sour. It is usually increased 
by layering small shoots or from seed. 
Imported plants torn up from the moun¬ 
tains are often planted, hut, as a rule, such 
plants are unsatisfactory.—W. 

The Lebanon Cedar.— It is. a little diffi- 
cult, when one remembers the scarcity of 
the wood of the Lebanon Cedar and the 
value with which it is generally regarded, 
to realise it should have been put to the 
use named in a recent number—as a horse- 
trougb partially embedded in water— 
although it certainly serves to illustrate 
its power of endurance. When to hand in 
sufficient quantity to admit of its use for 
interior furnishing, as I hear has been 
done in one of the Surrey churches, it 
would bo very pleasing alike in appearance 
and aroma. At this season, when there 
might be occasional chances of planting 
the tree, it would-be well to remember ad- 
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vice given in Gardening Illustrated, and 
plant in groups not on a large scale, as 
that would be an expensive business ; but, 
say, five or six together in the clump. 
Under such conditions the trees go up with 
long, straight stems, and form fine boles 
to quite a considerable distance from the 
ground, rather than, as in the case of iso¬ 
lated specimens, a very short main stem 
and a lot of huge branches. A tree of this 
character is very handsome for a few 
years, and then a strong gale and heavy 
snow leave it a perfect wreck.—E. B. S., 
Hardwick. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

FERNS. 


THE BRITISH SHIELD FERNS 

(POLYSTICHUM). 

Tiie Polystichum, or Shield Fern family, 
is a fairly large one, of which, however, 
only three representatives exist in Great 
Britain, viz., P. Lonchitis or the Holly 
Fern, a onc-e divided species only found at 
considerable elevations, P. aeuleatum or 
the Hard Shield Fern, twice-divided or 
bipinnate, which is found throughout the 
kingdom, and P. nngulare or the Soft 
Shield Fern, a Iso twice-divided, which 
affects warm situations, and is rare in 
Scotland, only one example having been 
found by the writer as far north as Perth¬ 
shire, though in Wigtonshire it occurs in 
some quantity. This last-named species, 
as regards varietal capacity, is very richly 
endow'ed, and one form of it, P. ang. proli- 
ferum, by virtue of its producing bulbils 
liberally on its fronds and, therefore, 
easily propagated, has been familiar for 
many years as a decorative pot plant. Of 
this form, however, there are many dis¬ 
tinct ones, some of greater beauty than the 
popular one, and ns it is noted that this 
very proliferous character is usually as¬ 
sociated with a narrowing and sharpening 
of the pinnules or minor divisions of the 
fronds, the section to which it belongs is 
known as “ acutilobum.” It may be here 
remarked that the family generally is dis¬ 
tinguished by the minor divisions or 
pinnules having a characteristic mitten¬ 
like shape like a fingerless glove with 
pointed, semi-subdivision, and with the 
“ thumb ” projecting at nearly right 
angles. P. anguiare may be distinguished 
from P. aeuleatum not merely by its softer 
texture, but by the fact that the sub¬ 
divisions are attached by a quite distinct 
stalk, while in P. aeuleatum their bases 
are wedge-shaped and attached by the 
point of the wedge without any definite 
stalk at all. This is the normal distinc¬ 
tion, hut there is a number of varietal 
forms wherein the shape of the pinnules 
and even the texture are so modified that 
even experts differ as to the actual species, 
and in some eases hybridisation is sus¬ 
pected, so intermediate are the characters. 
That the two species are identical and the 
difference is due to climatic influences 
can, however, be accepted by no expert, 
as they not infrequently occur together, 
presenting, nevertheless, their specifically 
distinct characters side by side. The 
specific difference between P. Lonchitis 
and P. aeuleatum is so entirely one of sub¬ 
division, pinnate or bipinnate, that a 
varietal tendency to greater sub division 
on the part of P. Lonchitis has frequently 
raised the question as to whicli siiecies 
such varieties belong. I have found a 
bipinnate form among the normal P. 
Lonchitis high up on Ben Lnwers, and it 
was impossible to determine whether it 
was really a bipinnate sport of I’. Lon¬ 


chitis or a true aeuleatum arising from a 
strong spore of aeuleatum from one of the 
glens far below in its proper habitat. 
Cases have also occurred of P. aeuleatum 
or aculeatum-like forms of P. Lonchitis 
cropping up in sowings of P. Lonchitis 
spores, and in these, again, the settlement 
of the actual species is impossible. No 
case, however, is recorded of P. Lonchitis 
cropping up in r. aeuleatum sowings, and 
the innumerable instances of reported 
finds of P. Lonchitis in lowland habitats 
have invariably turned out to refer to 
young plants of aeuleatum, the basal lobes 
being found, on closer expert examination, 
to be always divided. 

This faculty of pinnate or only once- 
divided Ferns developing “ sports ” of a 
more or even much divided character lias 
been evidenced in recent years to the most 
extraordinary extent in an exotic Fern— 
Nephrolepis exaltata. This, by successive 
steps, has sub-divided more and more 
until we have huge, compact masses of the 
most comminuted Moss-like growth 
imaginable, so extremely different from 
the normal, erect, sword-like frondage that 
it is difficult to believe the one is really de¬ 
rived from the other. Until the appear¬ 
ance of these extraordinary exotic forms 
P. anguiare was an easy first in the same 
direction. Starting, however, with a bi¬ 
pinnate species to commence with, instead 
of the simpler pinnate one, it has given us 
a multitude of wonderfully beautiful 
plumose forms in which repeated dissec¬ 
tions of the pinnules has transformed the 
fronds into almost ostrich-like plumes. 
The best of these are what is known as 
the Jones and Fox plumose divisilobes, 
densuru, laxum, robustum, and Baldwini, 
all of which arose, as it were, at a bound 
from the spores of a merely decomposite 
or tripinnate wild Fern. There are 
several rivals to these, viz., Grimmondke, 
Esplan, plumosum (Pearson) plumossimum 
(Birkenhead), and others whose history is 
not clear, but which we strongly surmise 
owe their existence to the original Jones 
and Fox “ break,” as Col. Jones was most 
| liberal in distributing specimens. Besides 
this beautiful strain of plumose or 
feathery forms, P. anguiare has sported 
freely in many other directions, crested 
and modified in so many ways that the 
distinct varieties number hundreds. P. 
aeuleatum has been less liberal, but has 
recently made up largely for its numerical 
inferiority by yielding through its unique 
form of “ pulcherriumm ” the truly 
wonderful batch of “ graeillimum 
Drueryi ” and “ plumosum Greeni.” In the 
former the variation has assumed the rare 
form of extreme elongation and attenua¬ 
tion of the pinnules or secondary divisions, 
the parental half-inch ones attaining often 
a length of 2 inches or 3 inches; in the 
latter the line of dissection lias been fol¬ 
lowed on “ plumose ” lines with charming 
effect. The Polystichums are all quite 
evergreen, and, under protection, retain 
their verdure through the winter. The 
beauty and diversity of their varietal 
forms are such that it is a common saying 
among Fern specia lists that everyone who 
takes up the British Fern cult in earnest is 
bound sooner or later to become a Poly¬ 
stichum failcier in particular, an assump¬ 
tion which has been certainly confirmed in 
many cases, despite the very strong com¬ 
petition of such species as the Lady Fern. 
Harts-tongue, and Polypodies for equal re¬ 
cognition of diversified varietal charm. 
All the varieties do well in ordinary gar¬ 
den soil and in the open, but, of course, 
for the more delicately-cut forms glass 
protection from wind and sun is advisable, 
unless well-sheltered positions outdoors 
| arc available^ Cuas. T. Drueby. 
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INDOOR PLANTS. 


THE HABROTHAMNUS. 

Tiif. Habrothamnus does best when grown 
a8 a wall or pillar plant, or, better still, 
for festooning wire arches of goodly 
height. In this latter manner it appears 
to the best advantage. The graceful 
terminal clusters of flowers are most effec¬ 
tive, and these, combined with the exceed¬ 
ingly free-flowering character of the best 
known kinds, should induce all cultivators 
to afford them space. To the amateur the 
different varieties can be especially recom¬ 
mended as plants of easy culture, thriving 
as they do with far less care and attention 
than have to be given to many genera 
possessing less attractive features. The 


quality of the soil when the plants are 
thoroughly established. For young plants 
which are of sufficient size to be turned 
out Of pots good fibrous loam with the ad¬ 
dition of a slight quantity of leaf-mould or 
peat to encourage fresh root action as 
quickly as possible is the best compost. 
An abundant supply of water is needful 
when the plants become established, and 
at no time should they be allowed to get 
excessively dry at the root unless a severe 
pruning is absolutely necessary to keep 
them within bounds. Green-fly is some¬ 
times troublesome; this, however, is easily 
overcome by vaporising. Mealy bug some¬ 
times attacks the plants, and where this 
is the case some well-tried insecticide 
should lie perseveringly applied until ex¬ 
termination is effected. A free use of the 


panion to the foregoing; its orange' 
coloured flowers are also freely produced, 
and when loosely trained to a pillar or 
column it is a worthy and distinct plant. 

H. eleoaxs is perhaps the best known 
and the most largely cultivated of the 
whole genus; none surpasses It In its free¬ 
dom of flowering, whilst it is also the 
hardiest of all, as well as of the easiest 
possible culture. It is almost a perpetual 
bloomer. 

II. eascicclatos Is another excellent 
species. When well grown this kind will 
yield its trusses of flowers of extra size, 
producing a very fine effect if grown in the 
way previously advised. It is seen at its 
best in the early spring months. 

Propagation in all cases is easily carried 
out by cuttings of the half-ripened w T ood. 



DOUBLE VERSUS SINGLE FLOWERS. 
Time w r as when double flowers were con¬ 
sidered in every way superior to single 
ones. Public opinion has, however, 
changed within recent years; indeed, some 
double flowers at one time much appre¬ 
ciated have now almost, if not quite, dis¬ 
appeared from gardens. 

Illustrations of such are to be found in 
the double Cinerarias, which, in my young 
days, were thought highly of and realised 
good prices. Of these I have not seen one 
for some time. The double Primulas, too, 
raised by the late Mr. Gilbert when at 
Burghley, and which, nearly forty years 
ago, caused for a time quite a furore, are 
now apparently lost to cultivation. These 
varieties were characterised by very double 
flowers, which produced no seed and, con¬ 
sequently, they were increased only by 
division or a modification of layering. One 
for vghieh this mode of propagation is still 
necessary remains with us, namely, what 
is usually termed the old Double' White 
Primula. This must have a good constitu¬ 
tion to hold its own for so many years 
without deterioration. The flowers of this 
are not so fully double as those of Mr. 
Gilbert’s varieties. The first double- 
flowered Zonal Pelargoniums, sent out 
about fifty years ago, were of a coarse, 
rank habit of growth, with comparatively 
few flowers, but as these few were double 
they attracted a good deal of attention and 
sold readily. In time a dwarfer and more 
free-flowering race was obtained, the mem¬ 
bers of which were, and still are, grown 
to a considerable extent, but not in any¬ 
thing like the same numbers ns the single 
ones, which have of late years come pro¬ 
minently to the front for winter blooming. 
The double Camellias, with their hard and 
formal flowers, have fallen from the high 
position they formerly occupied in gardens, 
but, on the other hand, the single varieties 
were never so appreciated as they are to¬ 
day. In these the central cluster of golden 
anthers forms a pleasing feature. Single 
Roses, too, have made great headway in 
popular favour within the last few years, 
but, as happens with all classes of plants 
that are much admired by the general pub¬ 
lic, varieties are put into commerce that 
differ but slightly from each other. The 
same remark also applies to the double 
varieties. Single Dahlias, which came for¬ 
ward with a bound about thirty-five years 
ago, show no signs of ousting the double 
or eemi-double kinds. True, the formal 
Shows and Fancies have almost disap¬ 
peared, but their place has been taken by 
those of the Cactus and Picony flowered 
sections. The comparatively new Collar¬ 
ette group may be regarded as single 
flowers. Double-flowered Fuchsias are 
still largely grown, but a great many prefer 
the single kinds. At all events, for out¬ 
door culture these latter are to be pre¬ 
ferred, as the blossoms are less affected by 
strong winds. For culture under glass 
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A flotvering shoot of Habrothamnus Newelli. 


riabrotliamnus succeeds well in the con¬ 
servatory. The several varieties of the 
Habrotliamnus are almost of iierpetual 
growth if they receive kindly attention. 
The bright sunshine of the summer which 
is gained in houses with a southern aspect 
is not necessary for their successful cul¬ 
ture, although it might conduce to their 
flowering more freely later on ill the 
season or the following spring. An 
easterly or western aspect will suit them 
admirably, and presene the foliage in 
good colour. 

Ccxtivation". —For ensuring greater suc¬ 
cess in their cultivation, planting out where 
practicable is the best way of growing the 
Habrotliamnus, less attention being thus- 
needed lu the way of watering, while the 
roots appear to delight in rambling about 
iod are by no raean^pn'fticulnr as ilo the 
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syringe will help to keep the plants clean 
as well as be conducive to their well-being 
in other respects. The name Habrothainnus 
has now been changed to Oestrum, but we 
have used the original and better known 
name. 

The following varieties are well worth 
cultivation, viz. - 

Habrothamnus Newelli (the subject of 
the illustration) is of very free growth. 
The flowers are brighter than those of H. 
elegans, and by some it is considered 
merely a more riehly-eoloured form of 
this. In the old Chiswick days H. elegans 
and H. Newelli were trained to the roof 
of one of the plant-houses there, and the 
only difference we could see was in the 
brighter colour of the flowers of H. 
Newelli. 

H. auraxtiacus is an excellent com¬ 
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double-flowered Begonias liave, to a great 
extent, taken the place of the single kinds, 
but for summer bedding the singles are, in 
a general way, preferred. Single Chrys¬ 
anthemums are now appreciated more than 
ever they were, but they have not ousted 
the double kinds, though the exceedingly 
formal incurved flowers have gone to the 
wall. Still, they have admirers, of which 
I must confess I am one. K. B. W. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Cinerarias from cuttings. — Cinerarias 
are now so generally raised from seeds 
that the fact they can be readily increased 
by means of cuttings is frequently over¬ 
looked. At one time it was very different, 
for named varieties of Cinerarias used to 
ligure in nurserymen’s lists, aud in order 
to keep them true, propagation by cuttings 
was, of course, essential. Time was when 
double-flowered Cinerarias were very popu¬ 
lar, and for their increase cuttings were 
largely resorted to. Now seeds of the 
different classes are so carefully harvested 
that they can be depended upon to come 
pretty true when raised in this way. While 
for general purposes the raising of plants 
from seeds is to be recommended, it is as 
well to bear in mind that any individual 
showing exceptional merit, or of distinct 
character, can be increased from cuttings. 
A few of the hybrid kinds do not produce 
fertile seeds, hence cuttings are, in their 
case, the only means of propagation. In 
order to obtain these, the plants should, 
after flowering, he partially cut back anti 
given a good position in a light greenhouse. 
This will lend to the production of shoots 
from the base (some individuals being in 
this respect much more prolific than 
others). When these shoots are from 
2 inches to 3 inches in length they may be 
taken from the parent plant, inserted 
singly into small pots of sandy soil, when, 
in a close propagating case, they will soon 
root.—W. T. 

Rhodanthes.—There are no daintier flowers 
in early summer for greenhouse culture than 
the white and pink Rhodanthes. To have them 
in bloom in May and early June the 6eed 
should be eown now in heat in a mixture of 
loam and flnely-eifted leaf-mould, pricking off 
the seedlings into 6-inch pots filled with eimilar 
material and to which has been added a little 
rotted cow-dung or stable-manure. If three or 
four thin stakes are placed in a pot around 
which raffia is tied they will keep the fragile- 
looking plants in position. A shelf close to 
the roof is the best place for them in their 
early stages. Weak liquid-manure occasionally 
will help them.— Leahurst. 

Arum Xiilles.—The plants intended for April 
flowering ought now to he top-dressed with 
some rich material. This may consist of some 
well-rotted fibrous loam with Ayhich has been 
mixed a little soot—merely sufficient to 
blacken the material. A little more heat can 
now be given ‘in order to induce luxuriant 
growth, and this may call for periodical 
vaporisings to keep the plants free from 
aphides, In the case of plants showing the 
spathes, liquid-manure may be freely given— 
indeed, almost upon every occasion when 
moisture is needed.—W. McGcffog. 

Begonia Gloire de Sceaux.—For greenhouse 
decoration this rather tall-growing sort is one 
of the most attractive for winter work, os 
much on account of its exceptional habit as 
for its handsome metallic foliage and rosy- 
pink flowers. Grouped among greenhouse 
flowering plants, it is distinct from all, and 
easily grown in a temperature of 50 degs. or 
55 degs.—S. S. 

Tibouchina semidecandra (syn. Lasiandra 
macranthn).—Where roof space can be afforded, 
this is valuable for winter flowering. Especi¬ 
ally is this so when a roof with a northern 
aspect is utilised. Certainly, the greatest 
flush of bloom occurs in autumn, but after that 
is over there is always certain to be a fairly 
good display during the winter, just when the 
Showy flowere are^apprecinted.—K irk. 
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IN DISPRAISE OF POTATOES. 

At the present moment we are being urged 
on all hands to “grow Potatoes,” but I 
think Sir Walter Raleigh made the mis¬ 
take of his life when he brought this in¬ 
digestible and detestable vegetable to 
Euro tie, where, apparently, everyone got 
on very well without it previously. Now, 
as many of us know, it is the first thing 
physicians cut out of our daily diet on ac- 
count of its harmful effects. The seed is 
dear to buy, and it is a speculative crop 
at all times, as Potatoes are liable to a 
variety of diseases. They are dirty to 
peel, and notoriously difficult to cook well. 
Why, then, in the face of all this, is this 
pernicious" vegetable so vaunted and 
valued? Now, all ye gardeners, put me in 
the pillory and pelt me (but not with 
Potatoes, I pray)! — Anne Amateur, 
Garden. 

[Just now there is too much incitement 
to grow Potatoes—often in ground unfit for 
the crop, also an uncertain one in wet 
summers. It would he far better to en¬ 
courage people to depend more on crops 
that do not fail in our climate, and make 
a fuller use of what we have. Carrots and 
Turnips arc often grown and served too 
large. We should do as the French do¬ 
use them hath in a young state. Our 
Carrots arc absurdities as to kind and 
size. The Girasolc. which bears a stupidly 
wrong name in gardens, deserves more 
thought both from cook and gardener, and 
is better for certain dishes than the 
Potato, especially for soups and fried 
chips. Salsafy should be more cultivated, 
and is excellent as a winter food. Sicedcs 
are excellent, and should be more grown, 
choosing a compact form for cultivation in 
the garden. 

Major Spence told the Farmer’s Club :— 
“ The Potato is an article of diet 
which might be used to a far greater 
extent in the average household.” lie 
says it could be cooked in such a way 
as to be put on the table at almost 
every meal, and nobody would die of 
starvation if he had a chance of eating 
Potatoes and herring every day. 

We fear the present-day school of physio¬ 
logical doctors would not. agree. They are 
more apt to say a very little of a very good 
Potato only. 

Things often forgotten like the Potato 
Onion—more frequently grown in Ireland 
—might well get some of the excessive care 
given to the Potato. Chicory, too—the 
“ Witloof ” of the Belginnfr-is well worth 
more space than it often gets. The soil, too, 
in many over-manured gardens is not 
always fit to grow the best eating Potatoes. 
Where ttiat is so it were better to give the 
ground to more certain crops. 

Squashes as food.— A great amount of 
winter food in American households comes 
from these, easily grown in the open air 
and long preserved in cellars in the winter 
when vegetables are scarce. We should 
find out the best of these for our climate, 
and that should not be difficult. Squashes 
might be of more use in winter than Pota¬ 
toes, poor as these often are in wet 
seasons. W. 


Peas and Beans for winter use.— “ In¬ 
quirer” (page 45) may be interested to 
know' that I have dried Peas and Beans for 
winter use for five or six years. As to 
variety, any that have not been cleared 
while green are used. The pods are left on 
the bine until they are brown and then 
they are picked and spread out in the sun 
for a few days, when they are ready for 
shelling. They must then be again spread 
out in the sun and constantly turned. 
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They will not keep unless they are very 
thoroughly dried. They are then packed 
in tins until required for use. The turn¬ 
ing, after shelling, is important, as a few 
insufficiently dried Peas or Beans will 
spoil a tinful.—E. W. C. 


THE TOTIRON ROUGE. 

This is one of the handsomest things in a 
garden, and the wonder is it is not more 
often seen. Surprised at myself for not 
growing it, I asked a friend who has grown 
it well for years ns to the care it needs as 
compared with the Marrow', aud here is 
the reply : — 

“ I should think that any usual pre- 
paration for Marrows would do well 
for the Potiron rouge. We usually 
grow them on a pergola, and prepare 
for them by opening a trench cut all 
along one side and filling it with manure 
as it comes fresh from the stable, and 
covering with a few' inches of soil. 
The only trouble of the pergola is that 
if a storm of wind comes in August or 
September it does them a good deal of 
damage. I have j^jiiAt's thought the 
ideal spot would be a raised sunny 
bank in a sheltered place for the fruits 
to repose on, with the rich trench at 
the foot. Last year their weight broke 
dow'n the pergola, and we have neither 
material nor labour for repair, so that 
for this year we are going without the 
splendid Gourds that are usually our 
prime glory in October.”—G. J. 

[/ hope to get over wind effects by plant¬ 
ing on a bank sheltered from the cold 
quarters, and purpose to let the shoots 
trail over some rough Oak boughs, which 
will support them, but not over expose them, 
A most useful vegetable all the winter in 
northern France, it might be used here, 
and well grown it is a handsome ornament. 
—Eu.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Marrows for winter use. — Why do we 

not keep and use these more, ju6t as the 
Americans and French do? Near the last 
day of the year I am eating and enjoying 
braised Marrow. It had been kept in a 
cottage. Our stores of winter food would 
be far better if the large and nearly- 
ripened fruits were kept over in the cellar 
as the handsome Potiron is kept in France. 
Some of our readers may have tried how 
far the hardiest of the American squashes 
will thrive in the warmer%9rts of our 
island.—W. 

Cucumbers. —This, native of Asia, where 
it lias been cultivated for more than 3,000 
years, seems out of place in a cold 
northern climate. It is recorded in the 
Book of Numbers that the Israelites in the 
wilderness longed for the Cucumber, and 
complained to Moses of its absence; but 
then the climatic conditions were some¬ 
what different from those obtaining here 
and now. Cucumbers now are very much 
dearer than in the spring and summer. 
People of ordinary tastes may wonder how' 
this may be. It is, of course, only a ques¬ 
tion of scarcity; a large quantity of 
Cucumbers would be absolutely unsaleable 
at the present time, but there is a keen 
demand for the few. 

■[This, from the “Telegraph,” should re¬ 
mind us that the Cucumber is a very useful 
vegetable in the hands of the cook, and 
should be more used cooked than in a 
salad. —Ed.] 


"The English Flower Garden and Home 

Grounds." — Nsv> Edition, Wh, revised, with descriptions 
of all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on teood. Cloth, medium Seo, 15s.: 
post frst, 15s. Gd. Of all Booksellers or from the office 
of Gaiuienino I ll c'str ate D, 03, Lincoln’s Inn hie ids, 

tfWtVEKSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



February 17, 191? 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


87 


OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

TIIE BURNING BUSH 
(Dictamnus fbaxinella). 

A FivouRitE old plant, worthy of a place in 
every garden. It grows about 2 feet high. 
The flowers of the type, pale purple, pen¬ 
cilled with darker lines, are borne in 
racemes in June and July. There is a 
white flowered variety. The plants emit a 
pleasant, balsamic fragrance, which re¬ 
mains on the hand for some time if the 
flowers or leaves are pressed. On hot, still 
evenings when the plants are in bloom, if a 


DWARF HERBACEOUS PHLOXES. 
Mention is made of Phlox Jocelyn, at 
page 07, because by reason of its dwarf 
habit and striking colour it may be em¬ 
ployed near the front of the herbaceous 
border. The employing of a variety of 
dwarf habit and of the rich colour it em¬ 
braces is legitimate in any position. Plants 
of dwarf habit and good colour suited to 
the front of the herbaceous border are not 
numerous, and recourse has to be laid to 
Pentsteraons, Antirrhinums, Carnations, 
and others which, while useful in their 
way, do not play the same part as a dwarf 
Phlox when it is forthcoming. Dwarf 


a good depth of rich soil. Generous ap¬ 
plications of water and liquid manure not 
only play an important part as to height, 
but as to the size of the flower-trusses as 
well. That fine pure white Mrs. E. H. 
Jenkins, usually seen at 3 feet high, I have 
had fully 5 feet high, with great panicles 
of flowers that were surprising. I forget 
the age of those plants, but they were cer¬ 
tainly not less than six years old. They 
were liberally .dosed with house-slops. 
Height alone, with no corresponding in¬ 
crease in size of truss or quantity of 
bloom, is no gain. 

Herbaceous Phloxes that are moved 



A group of the Burning Bush (Dictamnus Fraxinella albus) at Hillbrook Place. 


lighted match is applied to the flower-spike, 
a momentary flash of flame will follow, this 
accounting for the English name of Burn¬ 
ing Bush applied to it. It is said that the 
same effect is produced if the lighted 
match be held close to the seed-vessels 
after the flowers have faded. It succeeds 
lest in a light, dry soil, in partially shaded 
borders. It is propagated by seed sown 
as soon as ripe, or by means of its fleshy 
toots, which, if cut into pieces in the 
spring, will strike freely and form good 
plants much quicker than seedlings. It is 
a slow-growing plant in most gardens, 
though freer in some warm soils. Native 
of the Tauriau and C/t 


C/Ofl*nsian Mountains 
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herbaceous Phloxes, however, are, to my 
mind, not wanted to any appreciable ex¬ 
tent in the garden. For example, many 
welcomed the coming a few years ago of 
the pure white, foot-high Tapis Blanc, a 
variety which, while easily blotted out of 
the border picture by its next-door neigh¬ 
bour either at right or left, also at flower¬ 
ing time runs the risk of being mud- 
bespattered in heavy rains. Not so those 
of taller growth. Height in the herbaceous 
Phlox, be it merely a foot or 5 feet, is con¬ 
trolled not by variety alone, but in greater 
measure by age, by seasons, somewhat by 
propagation, though most of all, perhaps, 
by generous cultivation iu conjunction with 


periodically iu large undivided clumps are 
dwarfed because of it, and, incidentally, 
the size of the trusses declines rather than 
otherwise. Spade division and the hack¬ 
ing apart of clumps with a chopper also 
assist to the same end. Intelligent divi¬ 
sion may with certain varieties—those 
with a rootstock consistently moving out¬ 
wards laterally—still be adopted with 
success, particularly if the well-rooted 
outermost portions only are retained and 
replanted in small bits. The more woody 
or central parts should be burned. Other 
varieties that rarely spread laterally and 
whose rootstocks in a, year or two become 
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hard and woody rarely do much good when 
divided, and should be propagated from 
Cuttings. It is by means of these, 
carried out much later in the spring than 
is usually the case, that any number of 
dwarf Phloxes of any varieties the gar¬ 
dener pleases may be “ made rather than 
created ” in the course of a month or two. 
For example, May-inserted cuttings flower¬ 
ing later than is their wont would hardly 
be more than a third of their height when 
established, hence those who want them 
may have them in this way, or from a 
somewhat earlier batch of cuttings not 
quite so dwarf. The plants so increased 
are only so dwarf as described in the first 
season; the next year their height will be 
increased twofold at least. All the same, 
the knowledge that it is possible to achieve 
good results thereby, while placing at the 
disposal of all who will a very useful 
instrument, disposes of the need of waiting 
for the introduction of naturally dwarf¬ 
growing sorts. A dwarfed stature, too, 
may result from cutting the old plants 
back in Mny to within 9 inches of the soil, 
but as it is at the expense of their better 
flowering—lateral trusses rather than full- 
Rize panicles resulting—its general adop¬ 
tion is not worth while. For cutting pro¬ 
pagation all round, however, much might 
be favourably advanced, ns it is from 
plants raised in this way that the finest 
trusses of flowers are produced. Had I to 
grow Phloxes for exhibition I should have 
recourse to it without the least hesitation. 
But because many large stools exist and 
division of most of them is an easy and 
convenient method of increase it is still 
adopted. What is good when growing for 
exhibition is of equal value for garden 
effect, and those who hitherto have re¬ 
sorted only to division should try the other 
way as opportunity offers, and note re¬ 
sults. Cuttings may be inserted from 
February to May, the best being the pro¬ 
duct of plants lifted nnd put into frames. 
By these means an earlier growth of the 
right kind is assured, the fresh young 
shoots rooting freely in a close, warm 
frame or greenhouse. Much warmth, how¬ 
ever, weakens, and should be avoided. 
Hardened off when rooted they may be 
planted out in well-prepared ground, thus 
avoiding potting and the additional labour 
this involves. A well-rooted, cutting- 
raised plant may give of its best in the 
second or third year, and remain good to 
six years old. So much hinges on soils 
and treatment that no rule of thumb could 
apply. The cutting-raised plant is superior 
to all else, and the raising of a few each 
year will perpetuate perennial youth and 
vigour in any ordinary collection of these 
plants. E. H. Jenkins. 


FINE PLANTS IN A SOUTHERN 
GARDEN. 

Salvia frutescens (syn. S. arborea) is 
radiant with branching panicles of scarlet 
flowers nnd bracts, weighing down the 
branches as the Lilacs do in spring. It is 
a beautiful shrub, and if it came to full 
]>erfeetion every year, and did not so easily 
drop its flowers and buds when assailed by 
wet or cold winds, it would be a universal 
favourite. I never saw a more melancholy 
instance of a plant’s nose being, so to say, 
“put out of joint” than the other day, 
where a fine Crutasgus Pyracanthn Lie land! 
was all aflame with its orange berries till 
the more brilliant and elegant Salvia began 
to flower close by. The poor Cratiegus 
was reduced to a muddy and dull thing at 
once, while the brilliant nnd airy panicles 
‘if the Salvia shone conspicuously where 
tlie other had previously been so admirable. 

The Tree Dahlia^ (D. imperkilis) was 
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also in great beauty last autumn, and 
thoroughly enjoyed the warmth and mois¬ 
ture. I understand better now why it is 
such a failure in England. It needs keep¬ 
ing much drier in summer, for when I re¬ 
turned in mid-September I found my plants 
looking so dried up and poor that I quite 
thought they had been badly treated, but 
when the rain came in the end of Septem¬ 
ber and a little manure-water was added, 
they shot up nnd made finer panicles and 
with larger flowers than 1 have before seen 
them, without quite such an excessive 
length of stem and loaf below. I am quite 
sure that if this Dahlia were grown in a 
big tub in a hot corner during the summer 
in England it should be kept very much ou 
the dry side and checked as far as mois¬ 
ture is concerned till the end of September, 
even if put under glass before that date. 
Both the Tree Salvia and the Tree Dahlia 
can grow to a height of 10 feet, so that, 
when crowned with masses of flower, they 
are a great delight to the old as well as 
tlie new comer on this coast.—E. II. 
Woodall, Nice, in The Garden. 


BORDER CARNATIONS. 

In some districts young plants fare rather 
badly if left out fully exposed during the 
winter, while in others they do well 
enough. It is for the grower in the former 
case to see to it that some protection is 
afforded the young plants from tlie time 
they are rooted when layered till planting- 
out time in spring. Cold frames are suit¬ 
able for the storage of the plants during 
that period. Some growers make the mis¬ 
take of lifting the rooted layers nnd trans¬ 
ferring them to the frame too late in the 
autumn, ns they should have time, when 
placed there, to form new roots in the 
prepared compost before winter weather 
really comes. For many years, while re¬ 
siding in one district, I was obliged to 
winter all iny young Carnation plants in 
frames. The spring planting should lie 
carried out with the greatest care, other¬ 
wise the results may be very unsatisfac¬ 
tory. 

I will briefly describe mine. The soil 
was manured, deeply dug (some of it being 
trenched) in the autumn, and left rough 
throughout tlie winter. When in a work¬ 
able state in March it was lightly forked 
over. Then the planting was done, care 
being taken not to trend on the soil of the 
border for some considerable time after, 
though the soil, being neither too moist nor 
too dry, was well firmed round the roots 
as the plants were put in. Many growers 
are unable to dig and adequately manure 
the soil in the autumn, and are obliged to 
add tlie manure in tlie spring. When such 
is the case it is worth while spending a 
little more time in the mixing of the 
manure with the soil, so ns to keep the 
former about (i inches below the surface. 
It is injurious to the roots if they come 
into direct contact with fresh manure at 
the time of planting. The better plan is 
to get the plants nicely established in their 
flowering quarters and making new roots 
freely before any contact with organic 
manure occurs, if the manure is buried 
ns advised, the roots will reach it in due 
course and receive much benefit. 

Bourne Vale. 


Increasing Campanula isophylla.— The 

present is an excellent time to propagate 
this invaluable species or any of its forms, 
the most popular being the white variety 
so much used for window-boxes and 
balconies. For this the typical kind never 
attained to the same degree of popularity, 
albeit a coloured form was always needed, 
while to-day nnd since the coming of tlie 
velvety-leaved C. i. Mayi—a vigorous and 


free-flowering variety—it is seen much 
less frequently than formerly. The last- 
named surpasses it in many ways, though 
most of all for the reasons already given 
and the good blue colour of its flowers. 
Hence, for the purposes indicated, this and 
the pure white are those chiefly in demand. 
Just now those interested in such plants 
may increase them with perfect ease. 
Usually at this season fresh, young shoots 
may be bad from about the base of tlie 
plant?, and those, when an inch or so long, 
if detached with a sharp knife, may be 
inserted without more ado iu pure sand or 
very sandy soil. The “making” of these 
young cuttings I never indulge in, and re¬ 
gard it, indeed, as so much waste time. 
In dealing with them formerly in quan¬ 
tity, shallow propagating trays were used, 
and, covering tlie sandy soil with a half 
inch thick layer of sand, the cuttings were 
pricked out into this Given a position 
near the glass iu the greenhouse and a 
temperature of 50 degrees, losses were 
rare, the cuttings rooting in about three 
weeks. Tlie cuttings root well, too, in 
shallow saucers in damp or wet sand. In 
a closed propagating frame they are liable 
to damp off.—S. V. S.- 


CAMPANULA HAYLODGENSIS. 

The note by Mr. Arnott at page 0(55, con¬ 
cerning this Bellflower, interests me, more 
particularly the reference to its parentage, 
as to which I believe there has always 
existed some doubt. For example, the 
“Dictionary of Gardening” (Nicholson) 
gives it as “probably between C. carpa- 
tica and C. pusilla.” Mr. Arnott appears 
to be on (inner ground, since he says “ it 
is understood to have been a hybrid be¬ 
tween C. garganica and C. carpatica." 
This latter, indeed, would apiiear the more 
probable, nnd would to some extent ac¬ 
count for the trailing habit of the hybrid— 
a difficult matter in the ease of the first- 
named parents. Of greater interest to me 
is the fact that two widely different 
parents—viz., C. pyramidalls and C. iso- 
phylla—should have given C. Profusion 
(raised by me twenty years ago), and that 
one of the two forms of it in circulation 
so closely resembles C. linylodgensis at 
flowering time that the two are regarded 
by some as synonymous. In the early- 
growing season they are, however, distinct 
enough. In C. Profusion there is no floral 
evidence of the influence of either of its 
parents, though there is evidence of C. 
isophylla influence—the pollen parent— 
both in tlie trailing habit and the mature 
leaves. So dissimilar are tlie flowers of 
0. Profusion from those of either C. iso¬ 
phylla or G. pyrainidalis that when I first 
exhibited the hybrid the late Mr. George 
Nicholson thought I had made a mistake 
as to the parentage, and suggested C. 
pusilla in place of O. pyramidalls. At the 
time, however, I did not possess the former 
and was not aware of its near presence. 
Moreover, I had for several years 
attempted to obtain n cross between pyra- 
midulis and isophylla without getting seed. 
Finally, and ns leaving no room for doubt 
as to one parent, I took from a white C. 
pyramidalls the capsule containing the 
seed which eventually gave me C. Profu¬ 
sion. All this is mentioned to show how 
risky it Is to hazard the hybrid origin of a 
plant from flower evidence alone. What I 
have as C. linylodgensis agrees with what 
lias been grown at Kew as such for years, 
though I am by no means sure that either 
is true. I put it that way because I have 
memories of a C. haylodgensis of a thin, 
somewhat straggling habit of growth, and 
with hairy foliage. Does Mr. Arnott know 
of any such plant having affinity witli the 
subject of this note? E. II. Jenkins. 
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ROOM AND WINDOW. 

THE TREE WITCH HAZEL 
(Hauamelis akborea). 

A charmint, shrub cut for the house and 
placed in a bronze vase; just a single spray 


ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

HARDY PRIMULAS. 

These, sown ns soon as the seed was ripe 
in boxes and afterwards pricked off into 
other boxes, are now being potted up into 


many of the Primulas are short-lived in 
this country, and die off after flowering. 
It is thus necessary to make annual sow¬ 
ings of these in order to keep up a stock. 
The best time for sowing Primula seeds is 
as soon ns they are ripe, as, if kept during 
the winter and allowed to become dry, the 
seeds of many kinds do not germinate for 



Witch Ilazel in house. January. 


in Moss, with a few Snowdrops on one 
side. A healthy spray of it comes from 
Mr. T. Smith. Newry, who has a stock of 
the various kinds that add so much to the 
winter charm of a garden A full descrip- 
tion of the different Witch Hazels will 
I>e found In our issue of February 10th, 
Page 71. ✓-* I 
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5-inch pots, and will be planted in their 
permanent quarters during April. These 
include Primula Bulleyana, P. capltnta, 
P. Cockburninna, P. dentieulata, I’, denti- 
culnta cashmeriana, P. farinosa, P. 
japoniea carmihata, P. pulverulenta, P. 
rosea, P. sikkimensis, P. Veitehl, and P. 
viscosa. Although practically perennials, 


many months, and frequently not at all. 
On the other hand, some of the Primula 
seeds retain their vitality for a consider¬ 
able time, and may be successfully raised 
after having been kept for a year or more. 

Primula Bulleyana is a magnificent 
variety, flowering in early summer, the 
flowers being borne freely in whorls, as in 
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1‘. japonica, the colour a mixture of buff, 
apricot, and scarlet. It. is quite hardy, 
and thrives in a mixture of loam, peat, 
leaf-soil, and sand in a damp position. 

I’, capitata, one of the latest of all to 
flower, belongs to the dentlculata section, 
but differs in the time of flowering as well 
as in habit. This variety is a biennial. As 
it is rather tender, it is necessary to keep 
the seedlings in a cold frame during winter, 
planting them out in spring in a cool, 
shady position. It thrives in a mixture of 
good loam, peat, leaf-soil, and sand. The 
flowers are produced In a compact globular 
head on stems C inches or 8 inches high, 
the colour a deep violet-blue. 

I*. Cockbubntana Is also a biennial, but 
it produces seeds freely, which germinate 
quickly if sown as soon as ripe. If grown 
in a cold-frame and potted on, they flower 
early in the following summer. The leaves 
are produced in a rosette, from which the 
erect flower-scapes rise to a height of (5 
inches to 9 inches, bearing three or more 
whorls of flowers, each one about an inch 
in diameter; colour, bright orange-scarlet. 

I*, dentjculata is well known and ap¬ 
preciated in gardens. In rich soil it is 
very robust, producing large leaves in 
rosettes and stout flower-scapes each 1 foot 
high, bearing globular heads of deep lilac 
flowers. Although a perennial and flower¬ 
ing annually, the best blooms are always 
produced by second-year seedlings. P. 
dentlculata var. cashmirlana is a distinct 
plant, its leaves covered on the underside 
with mealy powder of a bright yellow 
colour. The flowers are light purple in 
colour, in heads like the type. Seed ger¬ 
minates freely when sown as soon as ripe 
or kept till the spring. 

P. fatiikosa is covered all over with a 
white mealy powder, which gives it a 
silvery appearance. The lilac flowers have 
a yellow centre and are produced in dense 
umbels from April to June. It is a bog 
plant, and enjoys a damp, half-shady posi¬ 
tion. In winter the plant forms a bud just 
on the surface of the soil. If planted too 
deeply the buds rot; and snails are also 
very fond of them. Seeds sown in sandy 
soil and kept moist germinate freely. 

P. I’CT.vEiiuLENTA resembles the well- 
known 1*. japonicn, but differs in hav¬ 
ing larger and more richly - coloured 
flowers and in the flower-stems and 
calyces being thickly coated with a white 
mealy powder. Planted In strong, moist 
loam, the flower-spikes grow to a height 
of from 2 feet to 3 feet. Like P. japonica, 
it is easily raised from seed sown as soon 
as ripe. 

r. sikkimkxsis, which always dies nfter 
flowering, is well worth growing on ac¬ 
count of its elegant habit and free-flower¬ 
ing. It grows freely in rich, deep soil by 
the margins of water, producing stems 
between 2 feet and 3 feet high, and 
bearing umbels of drooping pale yellow 
flowers of good sine and great beauty. It 
is readily raised from seeds, which, when 
fresh, germinate freely. 

P. Veitchi is a tine hardy species intro¬ 
duced from China. It bears large flowers 
of a deep rose colour, with an orange ring 
at the mouth of the tube. It grows well 
in loamy soil, and may be increased by 
seeds or division of the roots. 

P. viscosa is one of the easiest to grow, 
and some of the varieties are among the 
most showy. The flowers vary from deep 
purple to white. It should be planted in 
gritty soil, or tightly wedged in betwecu 
pieces of sandstone. 1 \ w. G. 

Barrenworts (Epimedium). — Epimedium 
pirmatum, referred to in a note on page 43, is 
worthy of all that is said on its behalf. It 
can he grown in shade os well as in sun. 
Peat iff often recommended for these graceful 
plants, but it is unnecessary, and light loam 
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will answer quite well. A hint I received from 
a grower many years ago may be worth im¬ 
parting to others. This is that these Barren- 
worts always bloom better if the foliage is 
left on until about the flowering time in 
spring. It helps to shield the young growths, 
which are often hard hit by spring frosts.— 
8. Arnott. 

The alpine Poppies.— With me Papaver 
alpinum ha6 always been more perennial than 
P. nudicaule, while it is a more refined plant. 
P. pyrenaic-uxn of Linnceue is still prettier and 
the flnely-crut foliage handsome. It is now 
wonderfully varied in hue6, and fringed 
varieties have been produced. P. alpinum and 
P. pyrenaicum are good moraine plants, and 
look well among the gravel. With me they do 
not sow themselves so freely as P. nudicaule, 
and I have never seen any natural hybrids 
between the two in my garden.—8. Arnott. 


FRUIT. 


APPLE ALLINGTON PIPPIN. 

I tta v r received the following communica¬ 
tion from Dr. Durham, who is the Presi¬ 
dent of the Herefordshire Fruit Growers' 
Association, which I am sending on to you, 
with his permission, for insertion in your 
paper. I think there are two or three use¬ 
ful points which are brought out in refer¬ 
ence to Apples generally. 

“ Chucun a son gout is hardly true in 
regard to Apples in this country, for 
the majority of people have never had 
the chance of acquiring knowledge to 
give them the power of tasting. I am 
quite in agreement with “ W.’s ” views 
in endeavouring to encourage the culti¬ 
vation of Apples of good flnvour, but I 
should not fall in with a comparison 
between D’Arcy Spice and Allington 
Pippin—they are In two different 
classes. Why should not the D’Arey 
be a general market fruit? True, it is 
a slow grower and tends to crop in 
alternate years—at any rate, in its 
early stages; hut that, as “ W.” points 
out, may be from unsuitable stocks 
upon which it Is grafted, or the need 
for double working; old trees crop 
fairly heavily. In Herefordshire I 
have grown fruit fully ns perfectly 
flavoured as the specimens I import 
from the Eastern Counties (for every 
year I buy a few), and a friend has an 
oldish tree which also gives the true 
quality. What is really wanted is the 
education of the public palate, so that 
people will refuse to buy such Apples 
ns Worcester rcarmain, and will learn 
to know that a “ pretty ” Apple is not 
usually worth eating. Unfortunately, 
at present taste is in abeyance, and 
people who buy from shops choose by 
the brightness of colour or by size. 
Could not something be done by 
growers, if they supplied parcels of 
assorted varieties with their names? 
As it is, a small buyer has to put up 
with what he can get—sometimes 
named, sometimes nameless, and some¬ 
times wrongly named. In times like 
these, Apples which require little or 
no sugar are a great advantage to the 
householder, and if he could acquire 
personal knowledge of sorts with which 
he could economise in this direction he 
should be duly grateful.” 

F. Bostock. 

Springfield, Clifitonville, Northampton. 


Boot-pruning fruit-trees.— I think that too 
much is made of the necessity of root-pruning. 
The let alone or " wait and see ” policy would, 
under ordinary circumstances, be just as satis¬ 
fying in the end. When an owner takes a 
place late in life, and plants young, vigorous 
trees, he wants a quick return. Of couree, dwarf 
trees are here meant, and not standards, 
which should never be tampered with after 


planting. For such an employer to lose two 
or three years through the fruit-trees growing 
too strongly would be very disappointing, and 
yet this is what would happen were the gross¬ 
ness not checked. Such growth is mostly pro¬ 
moted where the soil is fairly strong and 
moiet. No one, I think, doubts the fruit- 
hastening process of root-pruning. The ques¬ 
tion is : Is it worth the time and labour in¬ 
volved? In the foregoing example, I should 
say it is.—C. Trim eh. 


PLUMS FOE DWARF WALLS. 
Cabe is not always taken in the selection 
of sorts for such a purpose. The failure 
is generally traceable to choosing strong- 
growing kinds that have not space for their 
energy in the room allotted, so that when 
the knife is used the result is a superfluity 
of useless wood and a difficulty in securing 
the necessary amount of fruit-spurs for au 
average crop. This means resorting to 
root pruning, never desirable if it can 
possibly be avoided. Fortunately, there 
are many excellent Plums whose tendency 
from early stages is to make compara¬ 
tively little growth and bear freely. These 
should always be chosen for those posi¬ 
tions where space is a consideration in 
early, mid-season, and late kinds, as may 
be required. Early Rivers, one or two of 
the Gages, Golden Drop, and Ickworth Im- 
peratrice are sorts that occur to one with 
the indispensable Victoria. 

In connection with securing our Plum 
crop I do not think we sufficiently realise 
the great and lasting value of spring pro¬ 
tection, lasting because it not only ensures 
the crop for the current year, but the very 
fact of a fair average annual crop has the 
natural tendency to keep a check on strong 
growth and a fair balance between wood 
and fruit. A little difficulty is often found 
in protecting trees on dwarf walls, be¬ 
cause, as a rule, there is no coping to the 
wall. Where this is so something of the 
kind can be improvised in the way of a 
strip of wood on the top of the wall and a 
swinging board from the same from which 
the netting, tiffany, or similar protecting 
material can be suspended. E. B. S. 

Hardwick. 


GRAPE MADRESFIELD COURT. 

My plants of this are only three years old, 
therefore have not worn out the soil. The 
foliage is very healthy and beautiful in colour, 
but the few small bunches (all that we thought 
it wise to leave on the Vines) were decidedly 
unsatisfactory. though sweet and well 
flavoured. I have line fruit on Black Ali¬ 
cante in the same house: and also in another. 
Muscat of Alexandria, Black Hamburgh, etc. 
Will you kindly tell me.what to do to improve 
Madreefleld Court?— S. Williamson*. 

[We fail lo understand why healthy 
three-year-old rods of Madrosfield Court 
do not yield fruit of a more satisfactory 
nature. At that age the Vines should pro¬ 
duce as fine bunches and berries as they 
will ever be capable of doing, and that the 
contrary is the case proves that there is 
something radically wrong either in the 
treatment or otherwise. Madresfield 
Court is not a difficult variety to grow; 
in fact, it succeeds very well with the 
kinds you mention. It. is not a late Grape, 
and yields the best results when grown 
either in an early or second-early vinery. 
In some places it is troublesome when tile 
colouring stage is reached on account of 
the berries then cracking. With careful 
attention this difficulty can be overcome. 
This has no connection whatever witli 
what you have to complain of. The 
shrivelling of the berries, we think we can 
account for, as they are doubtless all, if 
not absolutely seedless, almost so, and in 
such case would never attain to maturity. 
The remedy for this is to fertilise the 
bunches when In flower with pollen col¬ 
lected with ii camel’s hair brush from 
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free-setting varieties like Black Ham¬ 
burgh or Black Alicante. Where shank¬ 
ing is present there is root trouble, which, 
generally speaking, is due to the roots 
getting out of bounds. More often than 
not, the trouble is due to their having 
descended into the cold and ungenlal sub¬ 
soil. Heincdlal measures in such'a con¬ 
tingency are to lift the roots, concrete the 
base of the border to prevent a recurrence 
of the trouble, and lay out the loots afresh, 
employing some new compost or not, just 
as may appear necessary. Failure to pro¬ 
duce any but small bunches suggests a 
want of vigour and the presence of imma¬ 
ture wood. We, therefore, advise that the 
portion of border occupied by tbe roots of 
the Vine in question be carefully examined 
to see if they, as well as the soil, are in a 
satisfactory condition. If, as we surmise, 
this proves to be the root of the trouble, 
lift, as advised for shanking, just before 
the fall of the leaf next autumn. When 
in flower try fertilising the bundles. You 
should, at any rate, by these means obtain 
good sound berries, even if they do not 
attain the size they should do.] 


A new graft hybrid _The curious case 

of Cytlsus Adand, a graft hybrid between 
two species of I.aburnum, lias long formed 
a rare instance of a mixing of diverse 
characters by means of a graft, such ad¬ 
mixture constantly continuing to show it¬ 
self in tbe plants now widely distributed 
in the shape of eccentric displays of 
mingled foliage and flowers of both kinds. 
A kindred case has recently occurred in 
connection with n graft of a I’eacb upon 
an Almond by means of a number of in¬ 
serted buds. The following spring these 
ciew vigorously, and in the autumn bore 
some fruit-buds. Tbe next year these 
flowered at the usual time and eventually 
yielded Peaches true to the jiarcnt type. 
The third year all the grafts commenced 
to change in a singular fashion. The 
flowers were like those of the Peach, but 
produced fruits intermediate between the 
Peach and the Almond. The flesb was of 
the Pencil colour, hut of very medium 
quality, and the stones were also inter¬ 
mediate between those of the Peach and 
Almond. It was noted as a curious fact 
that these hybrid growths did not proceed 
direct from the point of grafting, as was 
also tile case with C. Ada mi aud other like 
cases, but about a foot above it and in be¬ 
tween were shoots of pure Peach and pure 
Almond. Also here and there on the stems 
of the graft were fruiting shoots of three 
kinds, pure Peach, pure Almond, and 
intermediate between the two siiecies. The 
same branch might bear both Peach and 
Almond foliage. The habit of growth of 
the graft was also more erect. The owner, 
unfortunately, considering the tree of no 
practical use, destroyed it. Two seeds of 
the graft, however, were sown and have 
germinated and produced two young trees, 
one robust the other weakly. These have 
not, so far, flowered, but the foliage pre¬ 
sents some resemblance to that of the 
i’each and the Almond. Reference is made 
in this connection to Amygdalns communis 
persieoides, reputed to be a sexual hybrid, 
but which presents similar phenomena, 
and it is suggested that it had a similar 
graft origin—C. T. D. 

Apples, high price of. — Few growers 
ever thought of seeing home-grown Apples 
so dear as they are this season. During 
tbe closing days of November I saw a 
fruiterer pay to a grower in Surrey twenty 
'hillings a bushel wholesale for Cox’s 
Orange Pippin. These were not of the 
first size, having been grown on old trees 
of small standard form, the ground under 
them being used for growing vegetables. 
Tbe soil being light atn| sandy, nn,annual 
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dressing of farmyard dung was given. 
Every fruit was of good colour and eleun. 
In a fruiterer’s shop in early December 
the King Pippin was being sold at Od. per 
lb., Blenheims making more; while good 
cooking sorts were making 5d. and (id. per 
lb. This should stimulate growers to spray 
aud manure their trees to get the best from 
them this season. —West Surrey. 


VEGETABLES. 

HINTS ON PURCHASING “SEED" 
POTATOES. 

In 1917, and so long as tbe War lasts, all 
who have the opportunity of growing field 
or garden crops should do everything 
possible to contribute to the national food 
supply. Potatoes are one of the most im¬ 
portant of these crops. 

Those who wish to grow Potatoes 
successfully must attend chiefly to the fol¬ 
lowing two i>oints :—(1) The selection of 
seed, and (2) The preparation and manur¬ 
ing of the soil. Another point, the preven¬ 
tion of disease, is of much importance in 
some districts and for certain kinds of 
Potatoes. 

This leaflet deals with the first i>oint 
only, the others being referred to in other 
leaflets.* The immediate need of the 
grower who proposes to plant Potatoes in 
March or April is to secure good “ seed,” 
and he should do so without delay. 

The “ seed " Potato. — The Potato 
“ seed ” or “ set ” is, of course, not a seed 
at nil, but a tuber, and in this leaflet the 
word “seed” means “tuber”; the Potato 
tuber is a modified underground stem. 
Potato plants may bo raised from true 
seed, and it is by this means that new 
varieties are commonly produced. When 
a new and promising variety is discovered 
it is propagated by its tubers until in time 
it may occupy many thousands of acres, 
but it is still in a sense an “individual” 
plant; unlike wheat, each annual crop is 
not a new generation, aud thus the Potato 
“ grows old ” (just as animals grow old), 
becomes enfeebled, and ultimately disap¬ 
pears. The rate at which a variety de¬ 
teriorates depends on several circum¬ 
stances. Each new variety of Potato hus 
a constitution of its own, since it is a new 
“individual.” Some kinds retain their 
vigour for a few years only, others for a 
long time; thus the variety Up-to-Date has 
boon common for about thirty years. It is 
now too old for many districts, but in 
others it is still useful. None of tbe Pota¬ 
toes ripening from August onward can long 
stand cultivation in a hot and dry district. 
Thus, if Up-to-Date Potatoes from Scot¬ 
land wore planted on well-cultivated dry 
soil in tbe south of England, tlie first crop 
would perhaps amount to 8 tons or more 
Ixt acre; if “sets” saved from the crop 
were again planted, possibly (I tons would 
result; but, if the process were repeated, 
the third crop might not exceed 3 tons. 
If seed from Scotland were planted in 
South Lincolnshire the rate of deteriora¬ 
tion would be less rapid, and the second 
crop might equal the first. It would ripen 
rather earlier, and as compared with fresh 
seed from Scotland the weight secured 
from the “once-grown seed” would de¬ 
pend chiefly on the character of the season. 
If, however, “ twice-grown ” seed were 
used, there would undoubtedly be a sharp 
fall in the yield of the crop. A thorough 
change from the cool climate of Scotland 
or the north of Ireland is necessary to 
secure the best results in Potato cuitiva- 


* Special Leaflet No. 1 (Suggestions to Allotment Holders 
for Autumn Treatment of Land); Leaflet No. 23 (Potato 
Disease); Leaflet No. 173 (Potato Growing): Leaflet No. 296 
(Potato Growing in Allotments and Small Gardens); and 
Special Leaflet No. 69 (Growing of Potatoes under Glass). 


tion. The degree of benefit to be expected 
from the change depends upon the variety 
of Potato, and is known to growers and 
dealers. There are so many considerations 
to be taken into account that, in ordering 
seed, Potato growers who are not them¬ 
selves familiar with the subject should 
always order through an experienced and 
reliable dealer. It is recognised that for 
England generally it is desirable to have 
seed from Scotland or the north of Ireland 
at least every second year: unless this rule 
i3 followed the best results cannot be exr 
liected. Results ranging from fair to good 
may, however, be secured by getting seed 
from tbe north of England, and generally 
by transferring seed from late to early dis¬ 
tricts. A change from peaty soil in a late 
district to a loam in an early district is 
often markedly beneficial. The benefits of 
a change vary with the seasons; after a 
cold and wet season, such as that of 1916, 
tlie quality of the seed Potatoes grown in 
England, except in those districts whore 
growth was arrested by drought in July, 
should be better than usual. 

Size of “seed” Potatoes. — Potatoes 
intended for seed are usually separated 
from cooking Potatoes by dressing tbe 
tubers over a lf-inch or lj-inch riddle; 
those too small for cooking which pass 
through the riddfe are again dressed over 
a li-inch riddle so as to separate out 
very small tubers. The “ seconds" thus 
obtained form the best tubers for seed. It 
usually takes 2 cwt. of Potatoes of this 
size to plant 20 square rods (jj acre). When 
Potatoes are scarce and dear, small Pota¬ 
toes which jiass through a li-inch riddle, 
but remain on a 1-inch riddle may be used 
for seed; these are known as “ thirds ” or 
“ chats,” aud early Potatoes of this size 
are usually quite satisfactory. On rich, 
loamy soils, and in moist districts, small 
tubers of second early and mainerop varie¬ 
ties are also quite reliable, but they are 
less satisfactory than ordinary seed size in 
dry soils. It is much better, however, to 
plant Scotch “ thirds ” than ordinary seed 
from crops grown for two years and more 
in England south of a line between, say. 
Hull and Chester. “ Thirds ” are not only 
considerably cheaper than seed size, but 
they go further. About lj cwt. will plant 
20 rods; even 1 cwt. would suffice, but it is 
desirable to plant “thirds” a good deal 
closer than ordinary seed. The latter are 
generally placed 14 inches to 16 inches 
apart in the rows, the former 10 inches to 
12 inches. As the best Scotch varieties are 
very scarce this year they tire being 
dressed for seed purposes over 1-inch 
riddles, so that “ thirds” may not be pro¬ 
curable, but of the commoner sorts there 
will be an unusual number of “thirds” 
because of tlie very unfavourable season. 

Large seed.— Some of the most popular 
Scotch varieties, such as “Arran Chief” 
and “Great Scot,” are being sold, "as 
grown,” dressed over 1-ineU riddles, no 
cooking Potatoes being removed. This 
means that many of the tubers will lie 
much too large for seed. When large 
tubens arc planted whole the cost for seed 
is much enhanced, and tlie resulting crop 
is likely to consist of many undersized 
Potatoes. In most cases large Potatoes 
should be cut before planting. 

Cutting “ seed ” Potatoes. — Some 
varieties, such as Up-to-Date and Abun¬ 
dance, stand cutting well; others, such as 
King Edwurd and Ninetyfold, may be 
much injured by cutting; others again, 
such as Arrau Chief, are uncertain. Cut 
tubers arc always less safe for planting in 
dry soils than in moist loams, and are less 
satisfactory in a dry than in a moist 
spring, but every kind of Potato can be 
cut and successfully used under all ordi¬ 
nary conditions if carefully treated. Two 
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points must receive attention. The grower 
should make certain that an “ eye ” or bud 
capable of growth is present in the set (if 
the Potatoes have been slightly sprouted 
there is no difficulty in deciding as to this 
point), and the cut surfaces should be 
sprinkled with slaked lime which forms a 
crust and prevents the l’otato drying after 
it has been cut. This is especially neces¬ 
sary if there is any likelihood of delay be¬ 
tween cutting and planting. 

Sprouting “ seed ” Potatoes. — This 
means starting the growth of the Potatoes 
before planting. The usual practice is to 
place the tubers in shallow trays or boxes 
(hence the method is often called “ box- 
tng ” Potatoes) so that the tubers may 
start growth in the early spring months. 
When properly carried out the practice is 
most useful and results in a much earlier 
crop of early varieties, and generally, iu 
an earlier and larger crop of the Inter kinds. 
Those who intend sprouting sets must bo 
prepared to carry out the instructions 
given in leaflet No. 173 carefully. If, 
through inattention, the sprouts grow long 
and weak, the crop will be much injured. 

How to secure “ seed.” —The only way 
to secure a supply of satisfactory seed in 
most districts this season will be for 
growers to combine and make up joint 
orders. If possible arrangements for con¬ 
signments of at least 4 tons should be made, 
as this will effect a saving in carriage. The 
Hoard have asked the War Agricultural 
Committees to endeavour to arrange for 
the joint purchasing of seed Potatoes, and 
also to give every possible encouragement 
to allotment societies or to clubs specially 
formed for the purpose of securing good 
seed. The quantity of seed to be distri¬ 
buted to any one gi-ower under this scheme 
must not exceed 5 cwt. In Somersetshire 
last spring a very successful scheme was 
carried out by means of which nearly 200 
tons of Scotch seed Potatoes were distri¬ 
buted in lots of 5 cwt. or under to growers 
throughout the county. Similar schemes 
were adopted in other counties with good 
results. The essential preliminaries of 
schemes of this kind are:-—(!) The holding 
of local meetings of those interested for 
the purpose of appointing a correspondent 
to collect orders and forward them to the 
officer nominated by the War Agricul¬ 
tural Committee to act on behalf of the 
county; (2) the selection of varieties. As 
a rule, the choice should not exceed two or 
three sorts, otherwise the distribution be¬ 
comes troublesome. Local residents who 
wish to purchase should be invited to state 
the quantities needed, and the county 
officer will appoint a day by which ail 
orders must be sent in. lie will then com¬ 
plete the purchase, and have the Potatoes 
consigned to convenient stations. 

All requests for information as to pro¬ 
cedure should be addressed to the Secre¬ 
tary of the AVer Agricultural Committee of 
the county concerned .—Special Leaflet, No. 
GS, hoard of Agriculture and Fiiherie». 

Note. The Seed Potato Order, 1910. is designed to en¬ 
sure the supply of seed potatoes for 1917, and provides that 
no potatoes of "seed size" shall be used for any but seed 
pursues Further, no persons other than authorised pur¬ 
chasers shall sell or buy seed potatoes, authorised purchasers 
l»eing those who deal in potatoes in the course of their 
trade, or who in buying seed pot atoes state in writing that 
such potatoes are to be used for seed purposes Seed 
potatoes are defined in the Order, and vary with the origin 
nnd variety of potato. Copies of the Order may be obtained 
from the Secretary, Ministry of Food, Upper Grosvenor 
btroet, London, W. 


Trenching.-One -if the gravest difficul¬ 
ties to surmount in getting work of this 
kind done lies in the foolish prejudice 
which still largely exists against trench¬ 
ing. It is not, happily, a gardener's pre¬ 
judice, because lie knows liow valuable an 
operation it is. No practical gardener 
dreams, when first trenching land, of bring- 
iug the subsoil to the surface. Rather, 
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ho has the subsoil broken up and well 
pulverised, leaving it where it was, but 
adding manure to it, and enabling it to 
becomo sweetened by the action of the air, 
now permeable through it because so effec¬ 
tively loosened. It Is by that simple pro¬ 
cess, one practically identifier! with good 
trenching solely, that what has hitherto 
been sour, or poor, or impervious subsoil 
becomes. In time, sweet and fertile. The 
gardener who annually trenches a portion 
of his garden some 2j feet to 3 feet in 
depth each winter—and he is a bad gar¬ 
dener who does not—brings the bottom soil 
to the top and the top soil goes to the 
bottom. But he does that with the fullest 
assurance that what is brought to the sur¬ 
face is as good for crops as is that which 
luis for a time been on the surface. That 
very fine condition of fertility has been 
brought about solely by treating the sub¬ 
soil as we have advised, so that in time it 
has become as fertile os the top soli. It is 
this form of culture which enables the 
good gardener to produce such wonderful 
crops. 


VEGETABLES UNDER GLASS. 

We all love and appreciate flowers, and gardens 
will look very dull without them; but, consider¬ 
ing the depletion in the ranks of gardeners 
and the fact that we are told it is of vital im¬ 
portance to grow foodstuffs, we must put up 
with their loss till happier times. In the 
meantime, kindly tell us what vegetables, 
salads, etc., can be grown in heated and un¬ 
heated greenhouses?—E. C. Keay, 

[Tours is a very laudable object, and 
one which many at the present time having 
glasshouses and pits lying practically idle 
would do well to emulate. Iu many in¬ 
stances, French Beans could be grown in 
quantity, either in pots or in beds of soil 
in houses which have hitherto been de¬ 
voted to the growing of Melons or to plants 
requiring heat. From n labour point of 
view, beds would he preferable to riots, 
and under good management excellent 
crops could be raised, especially if varie¬ 
ties such ns Magnum Bonum, Ne Plus 
Ultra, and Canadian Wonder are grown, 
the last requiring rather more head room 
than the others. In loftier houses the 
climbing varieties would be found still 
more profitable, as they yield continuously 
over a long period, like Scarlet Runners, 
while ordinary French Beans soon become 
exhausted when forced. 

Another use to put well heated houses 
to for the time being is in the growing of 
Cucumbers and Tomatoes. If an abund¬ 
ance of tree leaves is at command, these 
would be found a valuable auxiliary, as 
the beds, if filled with them and made 
firm, would obviate the necessity for em¬ 
ploying artificial bottom-boat. Pens can 
bo grown in cool greenhouses or orchard- 
houses in pots or boxes, as they succeed 
only when accorded cool treatment. Other 
greenhouses having stages or benches near 
the roof glass, or such as are usually de¬ 
voted to the growing on of various kinds 
of flowering plants, can be used for the 
production of the close-hearted, early- 
maturing sorts of Cabbage and Cos Let¬ 
tuces, of which a few are Golden Queen, 
Perfect Gem, Paris Market, and Nonsuch. 
Melon or plant pits could also he utilised 
for the same purpose. Such houses, after 
the Lettuces liave’been cleared, could, if 
desired, be utilised for Tomatoes. Pota¬ 
toes could also Lie grown in such houses if 
the beds which were used for Tomatoes. 
Cucumbers, or Melons last year contain a 
sufficient depth of soil. Heated pits may 
he turned to the same account or for the 
raising of Radishes of the varieties having 
the prefix forcing, Shorthorn Carrots, 
and Onions, such as Silver Queen, for 
which but. a limited amount of warmth nnd 
an abundance of air are required. A cool 


orchard-house, the usual occupants of 
which may now be standing outdoors, could 
for the present be made to produce an 
early crop of Cabbages or Cauliflowers. 
Of the former, Flower of Spring, April, 
and Ellam’s would Ik? suitable, while any 
of the so-called Forcing Cauliflowers, Early 
London and Waleheren, would succeed. 
The great thing to avoid is coddling, and 
the more nearly the cultural conditions ap¬ 
proximate to those existing outdoors, not 
only in this instance, but in regard to all 
vegetable crops grown under glass, the 
better the results. A good dressing of 
manure should precede the digging of the 
bed of soil on which the pots are usually 
stood, as this is usually in a poor, hungry 
condition. Frames On mild hotbeds will, 
with good management and care, produce 
crops of Potatoes, Radishes, Carrots, Cab¬ 
bage. Lettuces, and Spinach. Early crops 
of Vegetable Marrows may also be grown 
In a gently-heated pit. The raising and 
forwarding of crops of Ailsa Craig Onion, 
Cauliflowers, Brussels Sprouts. Lettuces 
of both Cos and Cabbage varieties. Peas 
in ]X)ts, boxes, or on turves, Broad Beans, 
Leeks, or anything else required for plant¬ 
ing outdoors in March nnd April can also 
be carried out in spnn glass structures. 
The foregoing information is afforded in 
general terms only, exigencies of space not 
allowing of details being given in a reply 
of this description.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Growing Mushrooms in field.— I would be 
much obliged if you would tell me how and 
when to sow Mushroom spawn? I have three 
paddocks, grazed by horses, in which I think 
they ought to grow well.—F. 

[The month of May is the best time to 
plant the spawn. The usual way of spawn¬ 
ing meadow-land is to lift the turf In pieces 
the width of a sitade and about 3 Inches 
thick from a yard to 2 yards apart each 
way, all over the surface of the field or to 
any desired area. The soil beneath should 
then be removed to a depth of 4 inches or 
5 Inches. This cavity should then be filled 
with horse-droppings which have been 
previously prepared as for the making of 
Mushroom beds. Iu the centre of the 
manure place a piece of spawn about 
2 inches square; make all firm and then 
return the turf. Sufficient manure must 
be placed in each cavity so that the turf 
will not sink ultimately below the level. 
Some people do not take all this trouble, 
but merely open a hole large enough to 
hold a little inauure besides the spawn and 
close it in again. The method we have 
described is, however, the more certain of 
the two.] 

Brussels Sprouts.— To get a supply of good 
Sprouts from October onwards, it is desirable 
to sow seed in March, raising on a, warm bed 
made up in a frame, subsequently pricking the 
plants out into ground that has previously 
been well manured, getting them into their 
final quarters about the end of June. Few 
people nowadays think of trenching ground 
for winter Greens, but for Brussels Sprouts I 
think it more than compensates in the quality 
of the crop. The next best thing to do is to 
plant in well manured ground. When planted 
between rows of Potatoes the ground is not 
always manured, hence it is that indifferent 
results follow. —Derby. 

Early Potato Ninetyfold.— In this we have 
an excellent first-early Potato, which is not 
only highly prolific, hut of first-class quality. 
The kidney-shaped tubers are large, white, and 
the liaulm quite short. It is a favourite with 
growers iu the south of Scotland, but has one 
defect in these times when 6eed is scarce and 
dear, and this is that it does pot cut up well, 
so that those who have only large tubers will 
find considerable waste in using these for 
planting. Ninetyfold is, however, such a good 
variety that it well deserves the consideration 
of thoeo who want tq try an early Potato.— 
Scotsman, 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIE GARDENING. 

Is bloom February 6th. —Jaaminum nudiflorum, 
Chimununthus fragrans (Winter Sweet), Erica 
carnca (in variety), E. mediterranean hybrida, 
E. lusitanica. 

The week's work. —Very severe weather etill 
prevails in this locality. On the 3rd we 
registered 16 degs. of frost, on the 4th there 
was a heavy fall of enow, and on the 5th 
21 degs. of frost. All outside work has been 
brought to a standstill. The Belladonna Lily 
(Amaryllis Belladonna), on a warm border, is 
pushing the growths through the soil close to 
the wall of a heated house, these needing pro¬ 
tection in this severe weather. A few ever¬ 
green branches, sufficient to keep them from 
harm, have been placed over them. It ia well 
to remember that in all bulbs the leaves are 
the means by which the bulbs are brought to 
maturity, and as blooming is the result of 
this maturity*, care must be taken that 
nothing interferes with their proper develop¬ 
ment. This beautiful Lily does well if planted 
10 inches to 12 inches deep on a well-drained 
border in front of a heated house, aDd hardly 
ever fails to flower if the young leaves are 
protected in spring. A part of the young 
plants of Pentstemons that were rooted in 
cold-frames last autumn is now being potted 
singly into 3-inch pots. This is done when the 
weather does not permit of outside work being 
carried on. Plants treated in this way suc¬ 
ceed much better than if they were removed 
from the cutting bed to the borders. After 
potting they are etood in a cold-frame and 
protected from frost. When established, air 
is admitted on all favourable occasions, top¬ 
ping those plants that were not pinched before 
they were potted. Although to perpetuate 
named varieties of Pentstemons it is necessary 
to propagate from cuttings, at the same time, 
if seed of a good strain is sown now, excellent 
plants may be obtained for planting out in 
the spring. The plants may, perhaps, be a 
little later in flowering than those which are 
nueed from cuttings, but, nevertheless, they 
may l>e expected to produce a wealth of 
bloom which will last until severe frosts occur. 
Such plants may contain among them certain 
varieties worth saving for another season. 
Sow the seeds in well-drained boxes filled with 
a light, sandy* compost, just covering the seeds 
with some of the finest soil, afterwards press¬ 
ing the surface firmly and evenly. Water 
through a fine rose can, and place the boxes 
in a house where the atmospheric temperature 
is about 60 degs. Prick out the seedlings into 
other boxes as soon as they can be handled, 
using a moderately rich, open compost, plac¬ 
ing the little plants at a distance of 2 inches 
apart. When they have recovered from the 
check of transplanting remove them to a cool- 
house or pit, and later to an unheated frame. 
Varieties of Salvia splendens may be propa¬ 
gated either from seeds or cuttings. Scarlet 
gueen and Zurich are both excellent varieties 
for planting out-of-doors in the summer. Well- 
grown plants arranged in a mass make a 
blare of scarlet until frost arrives. Strong, 
healthy plants, grown without a check, com¬ 
mence to bloom soon after they* are planted. 
The flowers of Salvia patens are of a delightful 
blue colour. The tubers are lifted and stored 
during the winter, as is practised with 
Dahlia*. If an increase of 6tock is desired a 
number of tubers should now be potted and 
placed in a warm-house. Young 6hoots will 
soon appear, and these make the best cuttings, 
rooting quickly in a propagating pit. This 
Salvia, associated with Calceolaria amplexi- 
caalis. is very* effective. 

Canna* are suitable for warm situations, and 
in hot summers they* bloom well. It is useless 
to expect success unless the plants are of large 
size and in good condition at the time they 
are planted out. The tubers, which have been 
stored during winter, should now be cleaned 
had eeparated, selecting the most promising 
pieces, which are usually found on the out¬ 
ride of the clump. Place these in boxes con¬ 
taining leaf-mould in a gentle heat, and when 
growth has commenced pot these up into 
S-ineh or 6-inch pots. Do not apply much 
water until growth is proceeding quickly. 
When the foliage has developed they should be 
gradually hardened oil, prior to removing them 
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to the open garden. Seeds may also be sown 
now and placed in strong heat. If the seeds 
are chipped or filed before sowing they soon 
germinate. A small quantity of 8.weet Peas 
has been sown in pots and placed in a cool 
pit to be planted in the open when the 
weather is favourable. East Lothian Stocks 
sown in January are large enough for trans¬ 
ferring singly to 60-sized pots. After potting 
they will he kept growing freely near to the 
roof glass in a cool pit. Later on they will 
need hardening off preparatory to their being 
planted out-of-doore. F. W.' Gallop. 
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SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Mushroom-house.—Where plenty, or, at any 
rate, a good supply, of horse droppings can be 
had, the above is at the present time a valu¬ 
able adjunct to the garden, for Mushrooms, 
being considered to rank next to meat as an 
article of diet, as many os possible should be 
produced, and what are not required for home 
consumption can always be readily disposed 
of. If droppings are not over plentiful, such 
as are at command can be made to go further 
by mixing a good barrow-load of loam chopped 
roughly to pieces to every six barrow-loads of 
droppings. It is not always necessary, nor 
perhaps advisable, in the present instance to 
wait until a sufficiency of the manure has been 
collected to make up a large bed, as a more 
continuous supply can be had from a series 
of smaller-sized beds made up at more frequent 
intervals. The manure in any case should be 
thrown into a long, narrow, ridge-shaped heap 
to ferment, and when well heated turn it every 
other morning, on each occasion working the 
outeide portion of the heap into the centre. 
In from twelve to fourteen days the manure 
will have become sufficiently sweetened and 
in fit condition for taking into the Mushroom- 
house and forming into a bed about 18 inches 
in depth, making it when finished to slightly 
slope from back to front. Well ram the 
manure as the making of the bed proceeds, 
for the firmer it is so much the longer will it 
retain its heat, A trial stick, or A etill better, a 
dipping thermometer, will indicate when the 
time has arrived for spawning, which may 
take place when the temperature ranges 
between 80 degs. aoid 85 degs. Good fresh spawn 
ia very essential, and the bricks should bo 
broken into pieces each from 2 inches to 
3 inches square. Plant the pieces about 
9 inches apart each way just under the sur¬ 
face of the bed, and make all firm by beating 
with the back of a spade. If the manure on 
the surface is in a black, saturated condition, 
remove it before planting the spawn. Then 
cover the surface of the bed with from 
li inch to 2 inches of finely-sifted loam. Make 
this firm with the back of a spade, sprinkle it 
with a fine-rosed pot, and then smooth it over 
with a bricklayer’s trowel or a spade. So long 
as the temperature of the bed keeps some¬ 
where about 70 degs. it need not be covered; 
but some bay or short, dry litter should be 
strewn over the surface when it declines to 
65 degs. Previously made up beds should be 
uncovered as soon as Mushrooms are observed 
to be forming on the surface. Bede in sheds, 
cellars, or similar places will need to be kept 
well covered in cold weather, whether in the 
form of a ridge or on the flat. 

Parsley.—Hard frosts and heavy falls of 
snow very quickly affect Parsley, and if the 
present cold spell continues and no provision 
was made in autumn to tide over such a 
period by having a reserve in a frame or pots 
to pick from, sow seed at once thinly in boxes 
and raise it in heat, transferring to cooler 
quarters as soon as the plants have made 
from two to three leaves. When large enough 
prick off into other boxes. 

Shallots and Garlic.—These should be 
planted directly milder conditions prevail and 
the soil in good working order. Of tho fiiwf- 
natued. more than usual should bo grown, os 
they are valuable in many ways in winter, 
particularly when Onions are scarce. Plant 
in shallow drills drawn 1 foot asunder, allow¬ 
ing about 9 inches between the 6ets, which 
press firmly into -the soil. 

Scallions. -In most stores there are, or soon 
will be. a good many Onions making or about 
to make growth. If planted in a sheltered 
position before growth is much advanced they 


prove most useful by bridging over the period 
of scarcity existing between the ending of last 
year's crop and the coming into use of the 
forwardest of the autumn-raised plants. If 
used before they become too old, the growths 
are tender and succulent, and as many as four 
or five are often produced by one set. If 
planted in suitable weather at fortnightly 
intervals a good succession is assured. 

Peas.—Autumn-sown plants must be well 
attended to, and if not already done, boughs 
of evergreens should be let into the ground— 
not too close to the sticks—to break the foroe 
of cold, cutting winds and frost. A little atten¬ 
tion in this way ofttimes means the saving of 
the plants during severe weather. 

Z*eeks.—If wanted early for any particular 
purpose, a box of plants should be raised at 
the present time in gentle warmth, pricking 
off the plants when large enough into other 
boxes and treating in the same way as Onions. 

Horseradish.—Very often the Horseradish- 
bed is one of the most neglected spots in the 
garden, this condition arising through not 
breaking up the bed occasionally and either 
replanting it or making a new one elsewhere. 
If the former is decided upon, every particle 
of root should be picked out of the soil before 
replanting is done. To do so effectually the 
6oil should be carefully turned over after the 
roots have been lifted. Being of an exhaus¬ 
tive nature, take the opportunity to well dress 
the plot with decayed manure. For sets with 
which to replant, select medium-sized, straight 
pieces, from 9 inches to 12 inches in length, 
with crowns on top. These should be divested 
of every portion of side roots and dropped 
into holes 1 foot in depth. Fill up the vacant 
space between the sets and sides of the holes 
with fine soil. The older roots should be laid 
in on the north side of a hedge or fence for 
present use. All trimmings and 6mall pieces 
of roote should be burnt, as these are a verit¬ 
able nuisance if once they find their way into 
the garden quarters. 

Plant stove.—After the house has undergone 
a thorough cleaning and the inmates sponged 
over and freed from insect pests, and climbers, 
after having been cut back or thinned, as may 
be necessary, and retied to the trellis, have 
had attention, the plants on the stages should 
be overhauled, and such as require a shift or 
top-dressing, as the case may be, put by them¬ 
selves. Such as have got leggy or overgrown 
should be put on one side for propagation. 
The cuttings of most stove plants, especially 
flne-foliaged subjects, are best struck singly in 
small pots in a propagating case in which a 
sharp top and bottom heat is at command. 
This can be undertaken now. Plants rooted 
in this way make better specimens in less 
time than when several cuttings are inserted 
round the edge of a 6-inch or 7-inch pot. Cut¬ 
tings of various subjects for decorating the 
edges of stages should also be struck now. 
Where the back wall is clothed, as is some¬ 
times the case, with Ferns, flne-foliaged 
Begonias, etc., these being held in place with 
wire-netting, the present is a good time to do 
any replanting and renovation that are re¬ 
quired in the shape of filling with fresh com¬ 
post, any vacancies caused by the washing 
out of the old soil in the process of watering, 
etc. Another method of covering walls which 
by reason of the moist atmosphere are nearly 
always in a green, unsightly condition, is to 
plant Ficus repens at the ba6e and allow it— 
which it will quickly do—to climb up and 
cover the face of the wall surface. Once it 
gets started it needs no further attention, as 
it is self-supporting. Once established it can 
be kept within bounds by running the shears 
over the face of it occasionally. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Peaches and Nectarine® must now be 
pruned and trained at the first opportunity, 
as a spell of mild weather will cause tho buds 
to swell fast, lu regard to pruning, if tho 
trees received suitable attention in the sum¬ 
mer and autumn, very little will now remain 
to bo done with the exception of the removal 
of any branch or shoot that can be spared in 
order to avoid over-crowding. One of the chief 
conditions of success in Peach and Nectarine 
culture on outside walls is to have the wood 
thoroughly ripened, and this can only bo 
brought about by allowing plenty of space 
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between the shoots. so that the sun may reach 
the young wood. When the wood of Peaches 
ia thoroughly ripened the flowers are much 
stronger and hardier than those of over¬ 
crowded trees. If the trees last year were in¬ 
fested with red-spider or 6cale. all ties and 
shreds should be removed and burnt and the 
trees dressed with Giehurst compound or some 
other approved insecticide before training is 
commenced. This can be best applied with a 
painter’s brush. When dressing the shoots, the 
brush should be worked upwards, or the buds 
are sure to be injured. When the trees are 
clean, simply syringe them with the Gishurst 
compound. If this be done after the training 
ie finished or just before the flowers open, it 
will generally carry them over the blooming 
period with safety. In carrying out the train¬ 
ing, first tie in the main branches, distribut¬ 
ing them evenly over the allotted space, lay 
the young shoots between them in such a 
manner as to give the trees a well-balanced 
appearance. Thin Willow twigs are best for 
fastening the main branches, and raffia for 
securing the shoots. Care must always be 
taken not to make any of the ties too tight, 
as this is often a cause of canker. The shoots 
may be laid in about 6 inches apart, or a 
little more in districts unfavourable to the 
Peach. When the 

Cucumbers that were planted last month 
have reached the trellis, the tops of the shoots 
will be pinched. This will cause laterals to 
grow, and, of these, only three are retained 
at the top. As the plants grow they are 
pinched frequently to provide plenty of 
growth for furnishing the trellis, but over¬ 
crowding of the foliage must be avoided. 
Young Cucumber plants bear very freely, but 
the fruits should be thinned severely, as over¬ 
crowding soon exhausts the plants. When the 
roots appear on the surface give a light top- 
dressing of rich compost, repeating the opera¬ 
tion as often as necessary. Do not syringe the 
foliage on dull days, but damp the walls and 
paths as often as necessary to maintain a 
moist atmosphere. The main temperature of 
the house should be 70 degs., and at some 
time during each day air should be admitted 
for a short time. On sunny days the house 
may be closed when the temperature ie 
80 degs., and on euc-h occasions the foliage 
may be syringed. Tomato plants should be 
repotted as soon as the roots require more 
room, using clean pots with efficient drainage. 
Do not employ manure in the soil unless it be 
bone-meal, which is beneficial. The compost 
should consist principally of good fibrous 
loam. Keep the 6tems well down in the soil, 
and allow' plenty of space for top-dressing 
later. Water should be afforded with great 
care until the roots are working freely in the 
new soil. Place suitable supports to the 
plants, and stand them in a light position to 
favour a sturdy growth. 

More Potatoes have been planted in pits 
and frames, and the tubers—purchased last 
autumn—intended for the main crop set up in 
trays. Very much depends on the manner 
these are treated preparatory to planting. 
If the beet results are to be obtained they 
need every care that can be given them. If 
the tubers are placed together in a heap and 
allowed to produce sprouts that eventually 
get broken or rubbed off, much of their vita¬ 
lity and staying powers is thereby wasted. 
Everything possible should bo done to en¬ 
courage a slow development of sturdy 6prouts. 
The necessity for obtaining a change of seed 
cannot be too strongly recommended, as the 
results will unquestionably repay either the 
large or small grower. In most localities 
Irish or Scotch grown tubers are to be pre¬ 
ferred. Many seeds may be sown during the 
latter end of this month, provided the ground 
ie in a suitable condition. 


fltunted by the more robust ones. The trenches 
for Leeks should be made some time in ad¬ 
vance of the planting, and a liberal supply of 
manure plaoed at the bottom. If extra large 
specimens are required, a distance of 2 feet 
should be allowed between the trenches, put¬ 
ting the plants 9 inches apart. A email sowing 
of 

Turnips will be made on a sheltered border 
as soon as possible. As there is danger of the 
plants running to seed, only a small quantity 
of seed is sown at one time, making two more 
sowings at intervale of eight days. When the 
seedlings are through the ground, light dust¬ 
ings of soot are applied and the surface of 
the bed lightly stirred with the Dutch hoe. 
Early Milan and Snowball are good varieties 
for present sowing. The rows should be 
9 inches apart, and the plants in the rows 
thinned to 6 inches apart, as soon as they are 
large enough to handle. 

Parsley is very slow in germinating, and 
the main crop may bo sown as soon as the 
ground is in a suitable condition. Parsley is 
a deep-rooting plant, and repays for liberal 
cultivation. This cowing should be made in 
an open position, and when the young plants 
are large enough they should be thinned to 
9 inches apart in the row's. Vegetable plants 
which were raised last autumn and have been 
wintered in frames, though requiring protec¬ 
tion from severe frost, must not be coddled. 
On the contrary, take the opportunity afforded 
by fine days to remove the lights entirely, as 
it is necessary that the plants should become 
thoroughly hardened. These remarks apply 
chiefly to autumn-sown Cauliflowers, Lettuces, 
and Parsley. The 

Lettuce plants are ready for planting under 
a south wall, as 6oon as the weather is favour¬ 
able. The soil for this early crop requires to 
be light and rich. These Lettuces should be 
ready for use the end of April or early in 
May. F. W. Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Autumn-planted Cabbages. — These have 
come througlf the winter exceptionally well; 
and as in the course of the week the surface 
of tlie soil was comparatively dry, advantage 
was taken to run the hoe between the lines. 
Previously, a dressing of soot was given, this 
not only being of value as a stimulant, but 
helping to dispose of slugs as well. When it 
is noticed that growth is once more fairly on 
the move, a further stimulant will be hoed in. 

Autumn-sown Cauliflowers.—In spite of 
untoward weather conditions. Cauliflowers, 
sown in late autumn and pricked out into a 
cold-frame, are promising, and likely to 
transplant well. In some seasons such stuff 
suffers so badly frqjin damp, or on account of 
mild weather makes such growth, as to be 
almost worthless when planting-time arrives. 
In 6uch a case, plants from an extra early 
sowing made in heat are not noticeably later; 
indeed, I sometimes think that they are the 
more reliable of the two. Meantime, if 
symptoms of damp appear a little newly- 
slaked lime dU6ted among the young plants 
will be of service, and a tendency to growth 
can now be checked by removing the sashes 
entirely, except during very wet or frosty 
weather. 

Autumn-sown Brussels Sprouts.—During 
the week a look over was given to a bed of a 
few hundred plants which were pricked off out- 
of-doors in a sheltered place in October. 
These have wintered well, and will be very 
useful for an early supply of Sprouts, although, 
naturally, it is only to be expected that a 
proportion of them will bolt, the 6ame thing 
happening when plants are raised in heat dur¬ 
ing early 6pring. 


Leeks for main crop should be sown at the 
•earliest opportunity. The seeds are some 
time in germinating, and of the Leek at. least 
it may be said that the larger it 36. the better 
it is. From the very outset Leeks should be 
grown in highly-manured soil, and it ie ad¬ 
visable to enrich the ground chosen for the 
seed bed with a little thoroughly decayed 
manure, which must be buried deeply so that 
the sprouting seeds cannot be injured by con¬ 
tact with it. Sow in shallow drills, rather 
thinly than otherwise. A great number of 
t he 
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seedlings QHt* be impoverished and 
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Green Kale.—Plante of this useful vegetable 
were also raised in autumn, and while there 
is no pressing need for them at an early date, 
yet, in the event of a hot and dry summer, 
when Round Bpinach fails, KaJ© makes a very 
useful substitute. 

Autumn Onions.— Not for a considerable 
number of years has the bed of autumn Onions 
stood the winter so well. Germination was ex¬ 
ceptionally good, and, being planted under the 
shelter of a Beech hedge, the seedlings have 
been protected to a great extent alike from 
winds and frosts. Searching winds, I some¬ 


times think, are more to be dreaded than 
frost in the case of autumn-sown Onions. 
Transplanting will bo undertaken as soon as 
the ©oil in the quarter intended for the recep¬ 
tion of the seedlings is sufficiently dry to work 
freely. 

Broad Beans.—These may be sown as soon 
as the soil can be got into good order. Where 
early Broad Beans are required a sowing may 
now be made in pots or in boxes to provide 
plants for putting out when the ground ie in 
a suitable state. Few things transplant 60 
well as Broad Beans, and if the transplanting 
be carefully carried out the check ie so slight 
as to be almost negligible. Deep, well-enriched 
soil ie necessary if these Beans are to do 
well. 

French Beans for early out-of-door crops 
may be treated as recommended above, but it 
is preferable to sow them in 6mall pots rather 
than in boxes, so that by transplanting with 
a ball disturbance to the roots is minimised. 
Sowings made with a view to cropping under 
glass will be much more easily dealt with 
now; but, as in the case of earlier sowings, 
regular attention in respect of syringing, etc., 
is needful. 

Parsnips.—I like to 6ow Parsnip seed as 
early in February as possible. The quarter 
selected ie that which was trenched for last 
season's crop of Onions, and which has been 
merely dug over without any further addition 
of manure. In such a quarter the roots are 
straight and clean, while they are not over 
large. Eighteen inches is none too much be¬ 
tween lines of Parsnips, and thinning is done 
early. 

Parsley.—A good sowing of Parsley was 
made in pane in the course of the week. The 
supply during the winter lias not been so plen¬ 
tiful as usual, and a proportion of the seed¬ 
lings will be hurried on to provide early 
pickings. The bulk of the young plants, how¬ 
ever, will be pricked off into a prepared bed 
in a cold-frame, plants raised in this way 
being I think better than those which are 
pushed on in a higher temperature. 

Early Potatoes.—These for early outside 
work are now laid out in order to induce 
stout growths. Plenty of light may be given 
after growth is fairly visible, but until that 
is noticed semi-darkness i3 advisable. Every 
grower has his particular favourites—my own 
being May Queen and Midlothian Early for 
first crops. Sharpe’s Victor, too. is a good and 
reliable Potato, and is yet equal to the best for 
pots or for growing in frames. Those who rely 
upon bouglit-in seed—generally the beat way— 
will find that the seed tubers are smaller than 
usual and considerably dearer. 

Herbs.—In most establishments there is a 
regular demand for herbs for various pur¬ 
poses, and the herb border may now be looked 
over. * It ie not, generally speaking, necessary 
to renew’ this at very frequent intervals, but 
in some cases it may be needful to divide or 
transplant certain of the occupants of the 
border. Tarragon is apt to wander, and at 
times needs keeping within bounds. See that 
the supply of Basil and of Marjoram is ample; 
and if any of the medicinal herbs, a3 Hore- 
hound, Wormwood, Camomile, etc., are in re¬ 
quest, due provision should be made. 

Irises.—Grow’th is now some way advanced 
among Spanish Irises in cold-frames. During 
the week a light dressing of sandy soil was 
sifted among the plants. Afterwards this was 
well watered in. and the sashes were replaced, 
although the tilts are in all weathers kept at 
their highest. When the growth at the lower 
end of the sashes is almoet touching the glass, 
they will be removed entirely. Similar re¬ 
marks apply to Gladiolus Colyillei albus and 
G. Ackermanni grown in the same way. Iris 
tuberoea, now about 4 inches high, at the foot 
of a south wall, has been protected—as mucli 
from cutting winds as from frost—by epriggy 
pieces of Yew' and of Laurels. 

Anemone coronaria. - Corms, planted in late 
autumn, are making good progress, and, being 
planted at the foot of a south wall which has 
a wide glass coping, may be confidently ex¬ 
pected to produce a plentiful supply of 
material for cutting early in the spring. A 
permanent bed of thi6 Anemone, which is in 
the open, is equally far advanced. I do not 

fin(l it necessary to lift these useful plants in 

the autumn-and replant them in spring, the 
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bttte lasting in good order ovor a series of 
years. 

Fruit-trees in pots.—In the course of the 
week the washing and cleaning of fruit-tree* 
in pot* were completed. These were known to 
be free of any pest* during the past eeaeon, 
eo that a light wash over with warm eoapy 
water, followed by a thorough syringing, was 
all that was considered necessary. Such pots 
and tubs as had not been previously top- 
dressed were attended to; in the case of 
Peaches and Nectarines, an allowance of 
mortar rubble being added to the compost. No 
artificial heat at all is being allowed. 

Under glass. —In order to push on outside 
work, only the necessary routine under glass 
has been done. Watering now begins to take 
more time, and on sunny days ventilation is 
freely given from 10 a.m. till about 3 p.m. 
Fire heat is being kept as low as is consistent 
with the safety of the plants. 

W. McGuffog. 

Balmae Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


OORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

C annas (E. D .).—Cannae when dormant 

should not be kept too dry. otherwise those 
with weak rhizomes (tubers so-called) are apt 
to suffer a good deal. At the same time, they 
need but little moisture, so that only enough 
water should be given to keep the soil slightly 
damp. In this way they will keep fresh and 
sound, and ready to start away freely in the 
epring. The beet time to repot them is about 
the end of February or early March. When 
it is necessary to increase the stock they can 
be readily divided at that season. After this 
the water supply must be gradually increased. 

Pruning Rose Crimson Rambler (Roses).— 
On no account cut back the strong growths 
the plant* produced last season. You might, 
perhaps, remove 2 inches or 3 inches from the 
extreme ends, this much being usually soft and 
pithy. The smaller growths that blossomed 


last year should be shortened back according 
to tiieir strength, the weakest to about 2 inches 
and the others varying from 3 inches to 
6 inches. After flowering this summer it will 
be advisable to cut away one or two of the 
original growths. Let these be cut down right 
to the ground, as by that time there will be 
several new growths to take their plaoe. This 
class of Rose is best allowed to grow freely 
for the first three years after planting, then 
the object should be to remove old and worn- 
out wood and just shorten laterals, retaining 
to their full length all the strong and long 
shoot6. 

FRUIT. 

Pruning Currant-bushes (Cat ford ).—As 
your Red and White Currant-bushes have been 
but one year planted, your chief object now, 
of course, is to induce them to make growth. 
For that purpose your course now should be 
to shorten back the shoots made last year 
one half, and to cut in any weak 6ide shoots 
to a single bud. You will have, each season, 
for some three or four years, to adopt a 
similar practice, but each year, as the 6hoots 
become stronger, cut back rather harder. 
When these bushes have attained a good size 
the usual course must be to cut all summer 
shoots back to two or three leaf-buds each 
winter, as the fruit is produced from clusters 
of spurs or buds that are formed on the old 
wood. As the young wood does not fruit, there 
is no gain in retaining it, except when young 
bushes are required to increase in size. 

VEGETABLES. 

Vegetables for a shaded border (L. D .).— 
All kinds of Greene, as will also Parsnips, 
Lettuces, and salad plants generally, succeed 
very well. Potatoes will require more sun¬ 
shine to have them of good quality. If the 
border be used for vegetables only, then let it 
be used for such in hot weather when a cool 
position fhay be helpful to dwarf Peas, French 
Beans, Turnips, Cauliflowers, Cabbages, Let¬ 
tuces, Radishes, and Spinach. All depends on 
the soil and the preparation as to whether you 
will obtain good crops or otherwise. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

E. M. R .—If you soak the Peas and Beans in 
paraffin you will destroy their germinating 
powers. You may roll them in red lead. Yes; 
Swedes ought to do well in such ground as 
you refer to, but you must see to it that it is 
deeply dug and well manured, otherwise the 

produce will be very poor.- Mrs. Adair .— 

You will find in our issue of April 11th, 1914, 
page 245, an article dealing fully with the 
culture of Hippeastrums (Amaryllis). A copy 
of the same oan be bad of the publisher, post 
free, for lid. 


NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants. —J. M.—a, Abutilon vexil- 
larium; b. Clematis «p., please send when in 
bloom; c. Must have flowers to be able to name 
with any certainty. 

CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

Geo. Cooling and Sons, Bath .—Spring Cata¬ 
logue of Choice Seeds and Garden Requisites, 
1917. 


LINCOLNSHIRE GROWN 

SEED POTATOES 



I am again offering 10 tons of the New Potato 
"Arran Chief" free to customers for trial. 
Bargain Lists of Seeds, Roses, Bulbs, Rock and 
Hardy Plants, Fruit Trees, free. 

AMBROSE LIGHTON, 

(17), K1RT0N, BOSTON, L1NCS. 
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SUNLIGHT SOAP 

Stands for Cleanliness 
with a Smile behind it. 

HTHIS smiling old lady happily 
suggests the advantages of the use 
of Sunlight Soap. 

A Sunlight wash-day is free from toil and 
drudgery, because Sunlight Soap washes clothes 
beautifully white without rubbing or scrubbing. 
Use Sunlight Soap and your wash-days will be 
days of smiles and satisfaction—free from hard 
work and worry, and your snowy linen will 
be early on the line. 

Cleanliness means purification. Without pure soap you 
cannot have perfect cleanliness—that stands to reason. 

£ 1,000 GUARANTEE OF PURITY 
ON EVERY BAR. 

Include a Tablet in your next parcel to the Front. 

The name Lever on Soap is a Guarantee of Purity and Excellence. 
I.EVRR BROTHERS I.IMITKD, PORT {HJNI.IGHT. 
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GOOD SOUND MATERIAL AND WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED. SEND FOR CATALOCUE-FREE. 



Greenhouses, from £5 5s. 


Poultry Houses, from 
. 37/6 

Estimates for Every Description of Horticultural ami Wood Buildings, Heating Apparatus, and Poultry Appliances, Free. 

undertake repairs and alterations of or additions to existing houses or heating apparatus. 


Portable Huts, 63 - 


Motor Car Houses, 
£9 5s. 


Cucumber Frames, 

4 It. by 3 ft., 32/A 
6 ft. by 4 ft.. 47 6 

We also 


Hygienic Heaters, 
from 21/- 


- COOPER, 743, OLD KENT ROAD, LONDON, S. E. 

Portable Buildings of every description. Conservatories, Forcing Houses, Rustic Houses, Huts. Dwellings, Motor Houses, 
Stables, workshops. Offices. Poultry Appliances. Dog Ken ids. Rabbit Hutches, etc., etc. 



LATEST 

IN 

BOILERS. 

THE VICTOR 

AND 

THE PARK. 

Lists of Pipes and 
Fittings Fret. 

T.W. Robinson 

Ltd.. 

Dennis Iron 
Works 

STOURBRIDGE. 



FLOWER SHOW FIXTURES. 


FEBRUARY. 

February 27.— Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

MARCH. 

March 6.—Royal Horticultural Society's Bulb Show (2 
dajs). 

„ 13.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

„ 27.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 


We shall he glad if Secretaries of Horticul¬ 
tural Societies will kindly send the dates of 
their various shows to Editor , Gardening Illus¬ 
trated, 63 1 Lincoln's Inn Fields , London , W. C. 


Books for the Garden. 

THE ENCLISH FLOWER CARDEN AND HOME 
CROUNDS. Twelfth edition. Revised and 
reprinted, with descriptions of the best 
Plants, Trees, and Shrubs, their Culture and 
Arrangement, illustrated with wood engrav¬ 
ings. Medium octavo, about one thousand 
pages, 15/- net. 

THE WILD GARDEN ; or the Naturalisa¬ 
tion and Natural Grouping of Hardy 
Exotic Plants, with a chapter on the 
Garden of British Wild Flowers. Fourth 
edition, with engravings from drawings by 
Alfred Parsons, revised and enlarged. 
Demy octavo, linen boards, price 10/6 net. 

CRAVETYE MANOR, or Twenty Years' Work 
round an Old Manor House. Printed on 
the finest English hand-made paper, at the 
University Press, Oxford, with fine wood 
engravings and etching. Size, imperial 4to. 
Bound in vellum, price Three Guineas net. 
In paper covers (for own binding), Two and 
a-half Guineas. The Edition is limited in 
number, and will not be reprinted. 

THE CARDEN BEAUTIFUL. Home Woods and 
Home Landscapes. Illustrated with many 
engravings on wood. Demy octavo, 7/6 net. 

ALPINE FLOWERS FOR GARDENS. Rock, Wall. 
Marsh Plants, and Mountain Shrubs. Third 
edition, revised, illustrated. Price 10/6 net. 


MANAGER: 65, LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS, 
LONDON, W.C. 


IVAPQRITE 

Of all Seedsmen 

3t<aw»o» CilmiCAt CM.™ rsllucEN Victoria 3* LOnqon 


KILLS 

INSECTS IN TK* *011 


Letters Delayed in Post. 

Correspondents who expect attention by return to their 
letters are asked to note that postal deliveries are now 
made much latar, and the time occupied by letters in 
transit is much longer than formerly. Ib is incumbent, 
therefore, that all advertising matter should be sent by the 
earliest, possible post if it is to secure insertion. All com¬ 
munications should bo addressed to 63, Lincoln's Inn 
Fields, Loud ou. 
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AWARDED DIPLOMA AND MEDAL AT THE ROYAL INTERNATIONAL HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITION-1912- 

THE MOST PERFECT m _ . GREENHOUSES 

F0R T,LIZER r— * ^C/uU#UAAiK. . G **?* N h 


GARDENS! 
. LAWNS, fit 


the only reliable and 

COMPLETE SUBSTITUTE for STABLE MANURE 


SCIENTIFICALLY AND CHEMICALLY PREPARED. 

In the form of a leaf-mould, ready for use atany time, in the same way. and for all purposes that stable manurels put. Goesfurtheg 
(1 cwt. equalling 15 cwts.). gives better results, is clean to handle, sweet smelling, and free from weeds, worms, etc. 
Report of Royal Horticultural Society. ’* Your Patented Hop Manure has been used in the Society's Gardens at Wisley. and I 
am pleased to report that it has proved excellent for the flower borders, fruit and vegetables grown both under glass and out 
in the open air.” (Signed) W. WILKS, Secretarv 

A beautiful Free Booklet giving full Particulars and testimonials sent on receipt of postcard. 

WG' BEWARE OF IMITATIONS; GENUINE ONLY IN OUR MARKED BAGS, CONTAINING GUARANTEED ANALYSI8 ^NI 
Sold in Bags, 28 lbs.. 2/3; 56 lbs., 3/6 : 1 cwt., 6/-; 5 cwts., 2B/9: 10 cwts., 66/- : for cash with order, we paying carriage by 
Plckford, London district, or to any station within 25 miles of London ; 3d. per bag charged extra for every 50 miles or par* 

beyond this distance. 

WAKELEY BROS. A CO.. LTD.. 71. BANKSIDE. LONDON. 

Also WAKELEY’8 GROUND GARDEN LIME, 3- bushel bag, carriage paid 25 miles, extra as above. 


“Horse 
Shoe” 
Boilers 

FOR ECONOMY. 

Heating; Apparatus 
from Stock. 

A nk for List 82 at 

C.P. Kinnell & Co. 

Ltd., 

65, Southwark St. y 
LONDON, S.E. 



LION CYCLES, £6 6s. Od. Cash, 

or 15/- with order an l monthly payments. 

Signed Guarantee for all time. 

Packed in crate free and carriage paid. 

Since 1905 I have advertised in this paper, and have made 
and sold over 20,000 Machines. NO EXTRAS; Lamp, Hell, 
l’ump, and everything included. Carriage paid. YOU 
CAN RIDE AND TEST THE MACHINE FOR 10 DAYS. 
IF YOU DO NOT APPROVE I PAY ALL CARRIAGE. 
I have thousands of testimonials. Write to-day for copies 
and Catalogue, with illustrations and full specification. — 
GEORGE REATSON, "LION CYCLE" WORKS, 85, 
MOSELEY STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 


GLASS., 


8peoial Prices for Cash with Order In Hull. 
CLA8S, 4/21 oz. 


Boxes, 100 200 

eq. ft. so. ft. 

8 x 6in.21 - 38 - 

9 x 7in . 22 - 39 6 

10 x Sin. 25 6 46 6 

12,13,14.15x8in. 27 - 48- 

11,12,13,14 x9in. 28- 49- 
12.13, 14 x lOir. 29 - 50- 

13 x 11 in. 30-51- 

18,18,20* lOin. 
16,18,20xllin. j 30 b 53 “ 


Boxes. 100 200 

sq.ft, sq.ft. 

12,14,15, 16. 18,1 qn £ ,r» 
20,23,24 x 12ln./ 30 6 53 ' 
16. 17, 18, * 

16? 18* 20M 94 }31/6 55’* 




. 17. 18. 20 x\ 

13in. | „ 

, 18. 20. 22,24 [ 3 

x 14 in. ) 

15in. 1 
24 x j a 




PUTTY, Best Soft. - 
3 6; 14 lbs., 2 - 


20,22, 24 x 15in. 

18, 20, 22, 24 x J 32 8 57 

16ir». : .J 

20,22,24 x 18in. 34 - 60 
■l cwt, 11/6; }cwt., 6'-; iewt.. 



To Help the Production of More Food 

I will sell smnll quantities of 1 cwt. upwards of my cele¬ 
brated Cheshire Blood and Done Manure to small users, 
6s. per 112 lb., f.o.r. Cash with order. Carriage paid on 
5cwt. lots — C. E. LOGAN, 17, Canal Side, Chester. 


DIAMONDS. 7 6 and 10 6 each. 

GLASS CUTTERS. 6-wheel, 1 '6 each. 

BEST MIXED PAINTS. -7-lb. lo.ertim Whit., 
to - stone ; ordinary colours, 4 G per atone. 

r A T. ROSS. X. 
— BURTON ST., HULL. Eatab. 1843. 

INTENSIVE CULTURE. 

Smith’s Cloches are Just what you want for covering 
rows of early Potatoes, Peas, etc. 

COMPLETE CLOCHES 

from 9d. foot run. Clips, only 1/- doz.; 3 doz., 2fd\ 166 
gross, post free. Suitable sizes of gloss from 1/8 doe. 
Send for List of Horlicultuinxl Glass. 

W. A. SMITH, 

Claes Merc han t. 117, Ct. Hampto n 8t., BIRMINGHAM. 

THE APPLE in ORCHARD and GARDEN. 

—Containing full account of its culture, with special 
chapter on Apple Cookery. Price 6d. : by post* 8d. — 
PUBLISHER, 63. Lincoln’s Inn Fields. W.C. _ 

Pleaso mention “Gardening Illustrated.” 


IF YOU ARE A NEW READER of "GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 
and are interested in its pages, please fill up the accompanying form 
and hand it to your nearest Newsagent or Bookstall 

Pleaso deliver ••Gardening Illustrated" (One Penny Weekly), till 
further notice to . 


Address 


Should you prefer to receive the copies by post it will be necessary 
to send the form to Manager, “Gardening Illustrated,” 63, Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields, London, W.C., with remittance as followsFor one year. 
6/6; six months, 3/3; three months, 1/8. For abroad, 8/8 per year. 


Priutod aud Published by the Pronnetor, W. Robinson, at the Office. 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.O.— 
February 17, 1917. Telephone : Hoi born 7SL 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 






























































GARDENING ILLUSTRATED 


NO. 1981. - VOL. XXXIX. Founded by W. Robinson, Author of “The English Flower Garden." FEBRUARY 24, 1917. 
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NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

Cotoneaster pannosa and the birds.— 

This is the first time that birds have taken 
the berries of Cotoneaster pannosa. It 
was planted about eight years since, and 
always has a very large crop of berries, 
which riiieu in December. Planted against 
a wall it loses half Its beauty. During the 
first week of February' the blackbirds took 
thousands of berries.—E. C. Buxton, Coed 
Dcrw, Bcttws-y-Coed. 

Futilities of our Royal Horticultural 
Society.— The Royal Horticultural Society 
will, if the supply of labour permits, con¬ 
duct trials of latte Peas, Broad Beans, 
licet, Onions, Shallots, leeks, Wart-re¬ 
sistant Potatoes, Stocks (annual), Ksch- 
seholuias, and Annual Popples, at their 
garden at \\ isley during the coming 
season. 

(Can anything he thought of more futile 
than trials of Broad Beans, Beets, Onions, 
etc., all of which have been long tried by 
all trade growers? —Ed.] 

Primula vlttata. —Intending purchasers 
of Primula species who can grow P, 
sikkimensis well should not forget P. 
vittata. It has rose-purple flowers and 
blue-purple, meal-covered calyces. Like 
P. sikkimensis, the flowers are fragrant 
and have the same pendulous habit. It 
grows from 1 foot to 2 feet high, and 
differs mainly front P. seeundlflora in 
having elongated, erect leaves. P. secundi- 
flora, on the contrary, has horizontal 
leaves arranged in a rosette. In cultiva¬ 
tion it may 1x5 grown in the same positions 
as those in which P. sikkimensis succeeds. 
In nature it frequents moist, stony 
meadows.—S. Arnott. 

The Centianette (Phacelia campanu¬ 
la rin).—Among the different varieties of 
Phacelia named in the issue of February 
10th. at i«ge 72, I was glad to see this in¬ 
cluded. For the front of an herbaceous 
border there is nothing in that particular 
tone of colour to equal it, the colour being 
very Intense and greatly enhanced by the 
white eye which is characteristic of each 
flower. The flowers are also of consider¬ 
able size when the stature and habit of 
the plant are Liken into consideration. 
Unlike the bedding plants which are so 
incongruous when used for filling gaps 
with in herbaceous borders, this variety of 
Phacelia can be employed without any mis¬ 
giving, as it harmonises so well with the 
other occupants. It is shorter lived on 
a very heavy soil than on one of medium 
teitnre. but this difficulty Is easily sur¬ 
mounted either by removing the staple to 
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a depth of 8 inches or 9 inches or by light¬ 
ening with old potting compost or a plenti¬ 
ful supply of leaf-mould. The seed should 
be sown thinly so that each plant has ample 
space for development.—A. W. 

Cotoneaster congesta. —This has pro¬ 
duced a curious sport. A rooted slip was 
planted about twelve years since to creep 
over rocks. Instead of doing so, it became 
an upright bush about 5 feet high and 
7 feet or 8 feet across. It has never rooted 
either on the rocks or soil, and lias never 
flowered.—E. Chaiu.es Buxton, Coeil Dene, 
Bettws-y-Coed. 

Frost In south - west Scotland. —This 
neighbourhood, which is noted for its mild 
winters, is in the grip of a severe frost, 
which lias now lasted for over three weeks. 
This has interfered greatly with the pro¬ 
gress of spring flowers and shrubs; and 
although before the frost set in there was 
a fair number of Snowdrops, they have 
since received a decided set-back, and the 
general display will be much later than is 
usual. Wallflowers, too, have been hardly 
Hit in the more exposed places—indeed, 
they are crippled. This is not, however, 
entirely due to the frost, but in part to a 
withering east wind which accompanied it 
for almost a fortnight.—W. MrG., Balmae, 
Kirkcudbright. 

An amateur’s Cinerarias.— It is now 

much less common than at one time to sec 
Cinerarias in the windows of the Scottish 
cottages. Years ago the surplus from the 
large local gardens often found its way to 
the cottages, and many a window was 
brightened by plants from these places. 
Now there ore fewer winter-flowering 
plants for distribution, and only (lie keen 
amateur, especially if jiossessed of a little 
glass, can indulge in anything but bulbous 
plants in earliest spring. Mr. Oonehie, 
one of the rural letter carriers at Moniaive, 
Dumfriesshire, has this winter had some 
excellent Cinerarias in bloom. He has a 
small heated greenhouse and frames, and 
is a notable prize-winner at the local 
shows. His Cinerarias would have done 
credit to the professional.— S. Arnott. 

The Fire Bush (Embothrium coceineum) 
—I was very interested in Mr. Arnott’s 
note on the Fire Bush and its success in 
certain parts of Scotland. During the 
severest winters neither small nor large 
specimens exposed to 35 degrees of frost 
have suffered in this part of Kent. Most 
essential for its success are a good loamy 
soil not deficient of humus and a cool, 
moist, and half-shady position. Drought 
will often kill plants, and in some cases 
where it has been tried against a wall 
such plants have always been short-lived. 


It objects to too much lime in the soil, 
and rarely docs well in clay. Before Its 
requirements were better known it was 
rarely met with outside the western coun¬ 
ties, and often failed there unless it had 
tile proper soil and position. I know of 
several nice specimens in England and 
Ireland. It is of very rapid growth and 
soon attains flowering size.—G. Kkutiik, 
Kenton, Kent. 

Carpenteria californica. In your note 
on tills (page 71) I read: “Unfortunately, 
it cannot be grown in every garden.” 
During ten years I never had a flower on a 
very tine specimen. In a garden near St. 
Asaph a few years since I saw at least a 
dozen bushes in full flower, planted almost 
anywhere. The gardener tells me the Car¬ 
pentaria wants rieh soil—it can hardly be 
too rich. This surprised me; but the 
proof of the pudding is in the eating. In 
the garden referred to there is no lime in 
the soil itself, but it is soaked with lime 
washed down from a higher level.— 
E. Charles Buxton, Coed Derui, Bettws-y- 
Coed. 

Primula membranifolia.— This charming 
little Primula is now, I am glad to see, 
offered by the trade nt quite a reasonable 
price. It. is highly .spoken of by Professor 
Bayloy-Balfour, a recognised authority, 
and bears out all he has said in its favour. 

I have grown this sjxx-ies, and think highly 
of it as a garden plant. It has bright 
green leaves with a thin covering of sul¬ 
phur-coloured farina, and scapes of rose- 
purple flowers with green eyes and possess¬ 
ing the virtue of high fragrance. As Pro¬ 
fessor Italfour has said, it is remarkable 
in tlie way the small flowers on opening 
gradually enlarge to about twice their ori¬ 
ginal size. It is capital for i>ots and cool 
positions in the rock garden. At home it 
grows in crevices of limestone rocks.—S. 
Arnott. 

A late season.— Garden work is far be¬ 
hind in Dumfries and Galloway, and tlx 
nature of the season lias prevented many 
gardeners having any digging done. On 
February 5 I spoke to a gardener in a 
good place who is generally well forward 
with his work and who, in most seasons, 
has all his vegetable quarters turned over 
by the end of January. At the date men¬ 
tioned he informed me that he had not 
been able to get any digging done, as the 
soil was either too wet or too hard-frozen. 
On the night of February 4th-5th there 
were 19 degrees of frost, and the following 
night the frost was still more intense—21 
degrees. This experience of the lateness 
of the season is usual in the district, and 
in few places has it been possible to turn 
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over the usual amount of ground to be 
ready for planting. Shortage of labour 
may account for this in some places, hut, 
as a whole, it is due to the season.—S. A. 

The double Poinsettia.— It is now just 
over forty years ago since this I’oinscttia 
was distributed, and I well remember the 
furore that it created at that time. It did 
not, however, prove very amenable to culti¬ 
vation, and is now quite uncommon. This 
double variety was discovered in an Indian 
village in Mexico by Roezl, the celebrated 
plant collector. It differs from the ordi¬ 
nary Poinsettia In having branched in¬ 
florescences, and, as a consequence, 
produces far more of its brilliantly- 
coloured bracts than does the type. In 
1877 it was given a first-class certificate 
by the Royal Horticultural Society, but, 
like many other subjects so honoured, it 
has not stood the test of time.—T. 

Sedum cosruleum.— The Blue Stonecrop 
(Sedum cceruleum) deserves the considera¬ 
tion of those who cultivate early bulbs in 
the rock garden and wish to fill the spaces 
left after the leaves have withered. It 
can be sown in the open at the end of 
April or beginning of May, and will flower 
the same summer and autumn. It may 
also be sown under glass and pricked out 
when the seedlings can be handled, either 
where it is to flower, if the space is not 
occupied, or into boxes to plant out later. 
The seeds should be sown very thinly 
and the seedlings thinned out to about 
l> inches apart. Sedum eaenileum is a 
dainty little Stonecrop growing only 
.7 inches or (i inches high and bearing small 
light blue flowers. It is one of the few 
annual Sedurns wortli growing.—S. 

A KNOTT. 

Increasing Clematis.— Tin- nurseryman 
who told your correspondent that grafting 
on the wild Clematis was the only way of 
getting a stock for sale is, like many of 
them, thinking more of getting “stuff” to 
sell than whether it does after he has sold 
it. It is not true. Getting a rough lot of 
our wild Clematis and “working” every 
choice kind on that is not so easy and 
simple as the old way of layering. The 
Clematis is very easily layered in the old 
way long practised in good nurseries for 
many shrubs, and stupidly given up by 
some. II may lie layered in the ground or 
in small jsits set around—the way often 
practised by the late Ferdinand .Tamin. of 
Rourg-la-Roine. Many of my best plants 
came from him, nnd they have never gone 
back. Anyone with a garden can prove 
how easy it is to layer a Clematis. 
Seedlings of the finest Japanese kinds are 
wortli planting. As to the bolder climbers, 
like C. montane, seedlings are the best, 
though these kinds may lie layered too 
when we arc dealing with a variety.—W. 

Air roots.— It is generally supiKised that 
plants which emit air roots are unhealthy, 
and that the soil is at fault. This is 
especially so in the case of Vines, and when 
these roots are produced the reason is 
usually ascribed to sour or unsuitable soil. 
That, this may be the case at times is possi¬ 
ble, but plants which are quite healthy 
will, under certain conditions, throw out 
air roots. An example of this came under 
my notice recently. Some cuttings of 
Salvin rutilans were put into a close pro- 
liagnting case, and, after they had rooted, 
they were for a time overlooked. When 
they were about to be potted off it was 
found that every plant hud, at every joint, 
thrown out roots which had almost reached 
the fibre in the pit. It is quite evident 
that these had been induced by the heat 
and moisture in the propagating pit, and 
after the plants, which were well rooted, 
had been potted and placed in a green¬ 
house, these supernumerary roots soon 
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disappeared. In the case of Vines I think 
that air roots are very often the result, ol' 
a rather moist atmosphere. At one time 1 
worked under a gardener whose vineries, 
in the early spring, were, twice a day, 
simply dripping wells. Air roots were 
freely formed, hut they gave him no con¬ 
cern, and certainly the crops indicated 
good health in the rods and roots. As the 
syringing was discontinued the roots dried 
off.—K irk 

Herbaceous borders, sacrificing.— Now 

that Miss Jekyll has announced her inten¬ 
tion of sacrificing her beautiful herbaceous 
border (and to me it seems not only a 
sacrifice, but a sacrilege) and devoting it 
to the planting of Potatoes, I feel that she 
will have many imitators, and when in 
the absence of the gardener the “ substi¬ 
tute ” provided is turned on to do his 
deadly work of destruction, it may lie as 
well to utter a word of warning. There Is 
hardly an herbaceous border in the king¬ 
dom without its bold groups of Aconitine, 
both the earlier dark blue nnd the summer- 
flowering Naiiellus, and to these are now 
added the beautiful new sorts from China, 
Wilsoni, Fischeri, and, flowering latest of 
all, the deep blue japonienm. Possibly, 
the deadly nature of the tubers of these 
plants may not lie known. They might 
easily get mixed with the small nnd early 
Potatoes, and so spread death and destruc¬ 
tion around, if not in the household and 
nursery, probably in the pig-sty. Owing 
to the prolonged frost, alt work will lie 
very hurried, and much of it done by inex¬ 
perienced people. When the borders are 
first dug over it is quite possible that those 
tubers might in' mistaken for Artichokes. 
There are such serious possibilities that 
great caution is necessary.—Mas. Postman 
Dai.ton, FWinghem CriKlIi'. Lincoln. 

Luculia gratissima.—I was much inter¬ 
ested in the note on the above at page 72. 
Many years ago I took charge of a large 
garden in which this plant, was much 
valued on account of its fragrant flowers. 
1 found a plant trained on wires under 
flip roof of a span-roofed greenhouse 
liO feet long by 24 feet wide. The plant 
was growing near the centre on the warm¬ 
est side of the house nnd was in a very 
bad state of health; indeed, I, at first, 
thought it was dying. It was also in¬ 
fested with mealy-bug. By persistent 
effort this iiest was got rid of. The plant 
was growing in a border near four rows 
of 4-inch pi|>es. I took charge in the 
month of March, and at once top-dressed 
with fibrous loam, old mortar-rubble, and 
pounded bricks. Care was taken not to 
ovorwater. As the young shoots grew 
and the sun gained power, the roof glass 
was lightly shaded, and heavily at mid¬ 
summer. The following spring I was 
rewarded with a few trusses of flowers, 
and I w r as quite satisfied with the very 
much improved condition of the plant. At 
the end of three years the plant covered 
about 100 square feet of roof space and 
bore eighty-six trusses of delicately-tinted 
flowers, each truss being perfect, the 
average diameter being about 5 inches. 1 
was informed that all efforts to propagate 
from cuttings had failed. I felt sure I 
could succeed, and, in due course, inserted 
cuttings on the north side of the house 
under a hand-light placed on a bed of 
ashes. I failed. After repented attempts 
I rooted two cuttings in about four years. 
It was the most difficult plant I ever at¬ 
tempted to propagate from cuttings, ex¬ 
cept one—Leucodendron argenteum. a 
native of Table Mountain, South Africa. 
I think the best position for Luculia 
gratissima is one facing north-east rr 
north-west, then the shading of the plant 
in the summer time will be unnecessary.— 
G. G. B, 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

THE TREE WILLOWS, 

Tiie various tree Willows are well 
adapted for planting on moist land, such 
as the margins of lakes and streams which 
are occasionally flooded, whilst they also 
thrive on drier ground. -In several in¬ 
stances the branches are peculiarly grace¬ 
ful, and there are no I letter trees for asso¬ 
ciating with water. So far as the eco¬ 
nomic properties of the timber are con¬ 
cerned, good, clean Willow wood can 
always find a market, whilst in pre-war 
times the timber of one particular tree 
(Salix ccerulea) was more valnable per 
cubic foot than any other timber grown 
in the British Isles. Small wood is used 
for charcoal, utilised in the manufacture 
of gunpowder, and in some places it is 
grown on the coppice system for that, pur¬ 
pose. Tree Willows are easily raised from 
cuttings inserted in the nursery or in the 
position tiie trees are to occupy. Sections 
of branches, each 2 inches to 3 Inches thick 
nnd up to 12 feet or more long, are some¬ 
times pointed and driven into the ground. 
These root and eventually form trees. 
More frequently, however, the cuttings arc 
made about 12 inches long, and the young 
trees are planted out. permanently at the 
end of tiie second or third year. The best 
are as follows : — 

Sai.ix ai.p.a (White Willow).—This is a 
common Willow in some parts of the 
British Isles, being a native of this and 
other Eiirojienn countries and also of 
Northern Asia. It grows at least 70 feet 
high, with a large spreading head of 
branches with weeping branehlcts. The 
leaves are greyish or silvery; but the 
silvery character is more pronounced in 
tiie variety argentea, the shoots and leaves 
of which are almost white. It does not 
grow so large as the type nnd is loss suit¬ 
able for cold districts. 

. S. babylonica.— Til is is more often re¬ 
ferred to us tiie Weeping Willow than any 
other species. It is a native of China, and 
not of Babylon, as Is imptilarly supposed. 
In the Thames Valley it is seen to great 
advantage in many riverside gardens, 
especially in I lie vicinity of Richmond and 
Twickenham, where there are many trees 
40 feet, to 750 feet high overhanging the 
river and making a charming effect by 
reason of their long, slender, weeping 
branches, which are clothed with bright 
green leaves. It commences to grow very 
early in spring, and the young shoots are 
sometimes injured by frost. The majority 
of trees in cultivation are females, hut 
there is a golden-barked form which bears 
male flowers. There is another variety, 
named annularis, with curletf leaves, which 
is only grown as a curiosity. 

S. ccebulea (Cricket-bat Willow).—From 
a commercial point of view, this is the 
most important of all the Willows, for its 
wood is used almost exclusively for the 
best grades of cricket-bats. It is a well- 
known tree in several eastern counties, and 
is recognised by its erect, rather close head 
of branches and by its leaves being rather 
like those of S. alba, except that as they 
age the hairs which are present in tie 
younger stages fall away. The bluish 
colour of tiie foliage suggests the name. 
It was at one time thought to he a variety 
of S. alba, but is now fairly generally 
acknowledged to lie a hybrid Ik- tween S. 
alba and S. fragilis. All the trees known 
are females, and may have been raised 
from one original tree. It grows very 
rapidly, and trees twenty years old are 
often large enough for felling. A closely 
related tree, probably of similar origin, is 

S. vimnis.—Tiie leaves are very similar 
in appearance, but the head is more 
spreading and the main branches are less 
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erect. The timber is less valuable than 
that of S. cmrnlea. 

S. eiiagij.is (Crack Willow).—In almost 
all ixirls <>f the country tills native species 
is to 1 m> found either as a tall tree up to 
SO feet high with a large-spreading head 
or as a pollard with a trunk 12 feet or 
15 feet high crowned with a more or less 
mature head of stout, stake-like branches. 
It is well known by reason of its rich 
green leaves and by the long, slender 
catkins of male flowers. The variety Ras- 
fordiana has bright-red bark. 

8. pentaniira (Bay Willow).—This North 
American sjiecies forms a tree up to 50 feet 
high, with a short trunk and wide-spread¬ 
ing head of branches, bearing rather large, 
rich, dark green leaves. Although not of 


is usually cut over annually for the sake 
of the bright colour of the hark of the 
young shoots. It will, however, grow into 
a tree at least 50 feet high, and the yellow 
colour of the hark is retained, although It 
is less bright than that of vigorous young 
growths. There is pome doubt as to 
whether the variety pendula, which is 
sometimes included as a variety of S. 
babylonica, is not really a form of this 
plant. IX 

THE ALEXANDRIAN LAUREL (DANAE 
LAURI'S) UNDER TREES. 

This plant, of which we have had such 
Interesting notes of late in Gardening 
Illustrated, does fairly well in ordinary 
cool loam under Apple-trees. It Is an in¬ 


flowers are produced in clusters from the 
ends of the shoots and from leaf-axils on 
the upper parts, many of the secondary 
branches thus forming inflorescences ;i feet 
or 4 feet long. The individual blossoms 
are upwards of 1j inches long, and the 
flowering period extends over six weeks or 
eight weeks from the beginning of July. 
Naturally, such a vigorous plant requires 
plenty of room to be seen to advantage, 
but its flower beauty well repays a gener¬ 
ous expanse of roof being devoted to its 
requirements. In the milder parts of the 
country and in S. Europe it can be planted 
with advantage at the foot of a tree, 
against a fence, liergola, or arbour. When 
grown indoors it ought not to lie given 
much fire-heat, or insects may become 



The Alexandrian Laurel (Danae Laurus) under Apple-trees. Gravetye, January. 


very graceful outline, its distinct foliage 
warrants its inclusion in the park or 
garden. 

S. Saiamom is a very useful weeping 
Willow of more vigorous habit than S. 
Iiabylouiea. and superior to that species 
for many places. Of hybrid origin, its 
parents are said to be S. babylonica and 
S. alliu. It grows about 50 feet high, form¬ 
ing a shapely head of branches, with fine, 
richly-coloured, vigorous leaves. A closely 
allied tree is S. elegantissima, which is 
equally as useful and as beautiful. Either 
of these may be planted by lake or stream 
with confidence that they will develop into 
flue trees. 

8. vitkluna (the Golden Willow) is 
better known as a bush»ihan a treft for it 
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valuable plant at all seasons. Interesting 
notes as to the probable origin of the 
English name appear in our issue of 
February :i, page 59. 

Lonicera etrusca. — This is one of the | 

most beautiful of the climbing Honey- i 
suckles when at its best, but, unfor- - 
tunntely, it is not hardy enough for out¬ 
door culture in the British Isles, except in 
the mildest localities. Where, however, 
a large, cool greenhouse or conservatory is 
at hand it may lie expected to thrive and 
blossom freely each summer. It is of very 
vigorous habit and grows quite 30 feet 
high, bearing rich, yellow, fragrant flowers 
with a reddish tinge on the outside. The 


troublesome. Like most other Honey¬ 
suckles, it requires rich and deep loamy 
soil. Any necessary pruning should be 
done in spring. L. etrusca is a native of 
the Mediterranean region.—D. 

Azalea obtusa and A. amoena. - Mention 
is made of these in your issue of January 
20th. Such notes' answer a most useful 
purpose in bringing to notice two most use¬ 
ful early-blooming plants. Some thirty 
years ago these were far more largely 
grown than now. In one place I served in 
Wilts there were several plants of A. 
amiena in large pots. At the close of the 
year these were put into a vinery just 
started and they were very soon a mass of 
bloom. When flowering was over the 
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plants were kept under glass till more 
genial weather came. During the summer 
they stood under a north wall, being placed 
in a cold house till needed for early bloom¬ 
ing. These Azaleas can be recommended 
to amateurs having only a cold house. 
Another merit is they do not quickly out¬ 
grow their space. Some years ago I saw 
at. Abbotsbury, near Dorchester, in the 
ojien in early February a large, healthy 
plant of A- ohtnsa a mass of bloom. A. 
a mama does well on the light, l>enty soils 
of Surrey, where I have seen tine masses 
of it.—I ioliSET. 

Abutilon vitifolium not blooming. —I should 
las in ih'Ii obliged if you would kindly tell me 
how and when Abutilon vitifolium should bo 
Jirnnwl. I have some plants, grown from 
seed, which have now been in the open for 
three seasons. They are each about 5 feet 
high, ami have grown very scraggy, and up to 
the present have shown no signs of flowering. 
I have pinched out the tope of the longeet 
ehoote. but this has had no particular effect. 
I should like to know whether the plants ought 
to be cut back hard?—A. G. 

Tin a general way, Abutilon vitifolium 
does not require any pruning, but as you 
say your plants have grown very scraggy, 
you might try the effect of cutting back 
two or three of the worst pretty hard when 
the cold weather is over. The others may 
be loft untouched, and, provided the con¬ 
ditions are favourable, they should flower 
soon, perhaps this year, as this Abutilon 
generally requires to be thoroughly well 
established before it begins to bloom. 
When sending queries in future, kindly 
note our rule as to writing on one side of 
the paper only.] 

The Alder Buckthorn (Rhnmnus Fran- 
gula).—Although a native of Europe, in¬ 
cluding a few places in the British Isles, 
this cannot lie said to he a really well- 
known shrub, for in the North of England 
it is rarely met with even in nurseries, or 
is only represented by a few plants. This 
may lie by reason of its total lack of flower 
beauty. It is, however, attractive when in 
fruit, for in course of ripening, the berries 
are first rod, then purplish. The decora¬ 
tive qualities of tile bush arh, however, 
its smallest, asset, for its wood is very 
valuable for turning into charcoal for the 
manufacture of the better grades of gun¬ 
powder. For this purpose there is a 
shortage of wood, as a great deal was 
before the war procured from the Con¬ 
tinent. For charcoal it should be grown 
closely on the coppice system, so that long, 
straight growths with few side branches 
are formed. The branches are cut when 
between 1 inch and 2 inches in diameter, 
peeled at once, dried, and carbonised by a 
special method. To the trade the wood is 
known as Dogwood, although it has 
nothing to do with the true Dogwoods, or 
Oornuses. Tn addition to the use of the 
wood for charcoal, the hark possesses 
medicinal properties in the same way ns 
that of R. Pnrshiana. the Cascara Sagrndn 
of commerce. Anyone in the South of 
England who has a few acres of loamy 
soil to spare for coppice planting would do 
well to plant them with" this shrub, for 
there is likelv to he a demand for the wood 
of R. Frnngula for many years.—D. 

Ivy cutting.— It may appear to be a trifle 
early for this work, but I have never seen any 
evil effects follow from January trimming. 
The varieties are. of course, those of strong 
growth. I prefer to use a reaping-hook for 
rutting Ivy in places where very neat work is 
not essential. A much larger area can be 
attended to in a given time than is the case 
when the shears are used. —Scot. 

“ The English Flower Garden and Home 

Grounds."— New Edition, ttth, reviled, with description* 
of aU the beet plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium Svo, 15s.: 
post free, 15s. 3d. Of all Booksellers or from the ojlcs 
of Gardening Illustrated, 65, Lincoln'! Inn Fields, 
IV, Vs 
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FRUIT. 

PRUNING NEWLY-PLANTED FRUIT- 
TREES. 

As “ A. G.” tritely remarks In the open¬ 
ing sentence of his interesting note on this 
subject (p. 3), different views are held with 
regard to the period when this operation 
should lie performed. Having had a long 
and varied experience in the cultivation 
of hardy fruits I am prepared to support 
his contention that the pruning of newly- 
planted trees, not only of Apples, but Pears, 
Plums, etc., is best deferred till the 
autumn succeeding the planting, and the 
later the last-named operation is performed 
tiie more imperative is it that the pruning- 
Unife should not be used on them until 
such time as the roots have become re¬ 
established. The only exception I make 
to this rule is in respect to home-grown 
trees when lifted and replanted at the fall 
or just before the fall of the leaf. The 
soil then being warm, new roots are very 
soon afterwards emitted, and the more 
carefully and promptly the lifting and 
planting are carried out, the greater the 
amount of root activity, so that before 
winter is past the root system has re¬ 
covered from the shock and is well on the 
way towards re-establishment. In this 
case, then, no harmful results follow the 
pruning if such is postponed till the follow¬ 
ing March or even April If the season is 
late. 

It is on trees which have to be pur¬ 
chased and perhaps undergo a long rail¬ 
way journey that pruning at the time, or 
soon after, exercises such a baneful in¬ 
fluence. I have witnessed many instances 
where these cut-back examples have been 
scarcely able to make a semblnnce of 
growth ail through the following season, 
and not a great deal in the year after, 
while in other directions trees left intact 
have produced a fair amount.of foliage 
and become established ere autumn 
arrived. In no other way is this matter 
more fully demonstrated than in the plant¬ 
ing of orchards, and, having witnessed the 
effect of both systems, I unhesitatingly 
join issue with “A. G.” and say that the 
pruning of all trees which have to be pro¬ 
cured from a distance and whose roots 
undergo a greater or less amount of muti¬ 
lation when being lifted is best left over 
till the following autumn. 

The remarks made by “ A. G.” anent the 
use of a good pruning-knife for the pur¬ 
pose of making clean cuts, and so on, in 
the concluding paragraph of iiis note are 
both practical and to the point, and well 
worth the attention of those who pin their 
faith on the use of secateurs alone in the 
pruning of fruit-trees. A. AY. 


PLANTING APPLES AND PEARS. 

I should be glad if you would advise me on the 
following points:—I am moving into a new 
house tn a few weeks, and propose to plaut 
three Apple-trees. Of these, one must be C-ox’s 
Orange, and I thought of Bramley'e Seedling 
as a late oooking sort. The third has, accord¬ 
ingly, many conditions to fulfil—viz., early, 
useful for kitchen and dessert, and it must 
set Cox’s. Worcester Pearmain appeared to be 
suitable, until I read the article on page 70. 
“ Tough, woody, bitter-sweet ” does not sound 
inviting. Gan you suggest one or two alterna¬ 
tives? Also say whether they will do as 
standards? Will Jargonelle and Louise Bonne 
of Jersey be satisfactory as two Pears— i.e., 
will they set. one another?—0. C. 

[We have no experience of Worcester 
Pearmain as a cooking Apple, but see no 
reason why it should not cook well. 
Although not agreeing with the opinion 
alluded to in your note, we consider it to 
be but a second-rate dessert variety. An 
earlier ripening kind, which is much 


larger and quite first-rate in regard to 
flavour, is Jacob’s Seedling. This can be 
used either for cooking or the dessert. A 
later maturing kind and a trifle earlier 
than Worcester Pearmain is James Grieve. 
This is quite tu-st-rate in every way, and 
fit for either purpose. The same remarks 
apply to Cox's Pomona, which is somewhat 
later than Worcester Pearmain. Bram- 
ley’s Seedling is a first-rate cooking Apple, 
hut does not bear freely in n young state. 
We would suggest either Lane's Prince 
Albert or Northern Greening be substituted 
for it if you wish for a variety to come 
quickly into bearing. The first-named, 
when fully ripe, is not to he despised for 
the dessert. All of the varieties quoted 
may be grown as standards, Prince Albert 
making but a moderate-sized head. 

Jargonelle Pear does best when trained 
on a wall having a south or south-western 
aspect with ample spice for the training 
of the branches. It does not, however, 
flower at the same l ime as Louise Bonne of 
Jersey, which, we take it, you mean by the 
term “set." There ore many other varie¬ 
ties which do come into bloom at. or nbout 
the same time as Louise Bonne, viz.:— 
Beurto Giffard, a fine, early Pear; 
William’s Bon Chretien, too well known 
for comment; Belle Julie, a rich-flavoured 
fruit; and Bear to d’Amanlis. Of these, 
the second-named variety will perhaps suit 
your purpose liest— i.e., if crop'and quality 
combined with eariiness are desired. This 
can he grown in any form, and the same 
with respect to Louise Bonne ; in fact, as 
standards, both bear abundantly. Beurto 
Giffard succeeds ns a standard in some 
localities, hut both it and Belle Julie give 
the best results when given the protection 
of a wall. Beurto d’Amanlis is best suited 
for growing as a wide-spreading bush, and 
the tree should be double grafted, a term 
which a nurseryman who makes frnit-tree 
growing a speciality will understand.] 


PLANTING PEARS. 

Much is written, from time td time, in the 
columns of Gardening Illustrated, con¬ 
cerning the cultivation of the Pear. One 
point in connection with it, it seems to me, 
is overlooked by the majority of those who 
write concerning it. This was brought to 
my recollection when reading the note, on 
page 44, and which is headed “ Planting 
Apple Orchards.” In the note referred to, 
Mr. Turner draws attention to the self- 
sterility of certain varieties of Apples, re¬ 
commending that provision be made for 
providing a supply of pollen, by means 
which he indicates. A long experience 
with, and observation of, Pears lead me 
to exactly the same conclusion. Many 
who grow Pears are annually disappointed 
of a crop, even when conditions are, ap¬ 
parently, quite favourable, and when there 
have been no frosts of sufficient severity 
to damage the blooms. The first time on 
which my attention was particularly 
directed to self-sterility among Pears was 
in the case of some young trees of that 
much-debated variety Pitmaston Duchess. 
These, year by year, bloomed freely on a 
wall, but invariably refused to set fruit. 
It was, Iherefore, decided to lift these trees 
and replant them close to trees of Beurto 
Hardy and Louise Bonne de Jersey. The 
result of this experiment was gratifying, 
for in the year after transplanting the 
trees bore a light crop, and now no fault 
can be found with the cropping qualities 
ot the trees. Bees, of course, are present 
in large numbers at the time of blooming, 
and it Is evident that the cross-pollination 
has removed the sterility of the Duchess 
trees. Following out. this line of experi¬ 
ment. close observation was kept upon the 
varieties grown—eighteen, to he exact. 
Out of these—and I speak with confidence 
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—only two varieties proved to be depend¬ 
able in respect of sotting freely with their 
own pollen. These two were Conference 
and Durondeau. All the others required 
cross-pollination, these including such well- 
known varieties as Emile d’Heyst, Louise 
I tonne, Josephine de Malines, Doyenne du 
Comice, Jargonelle, Beurrd Superfin, and 
others. The portions of each tree experi¬ 
mented on from year to year were pro¬ 
tected from accidental pollination by 
stretching muslin over the blooms, and the 
results never varied throughout the series 
of years in which these experiments were 
made. The result was, that hand ferti¬ 
lisation is now annually resorted to, and 
during the time at. which the Pear-trees 
bloom the rabbit’s-tail is kept at work 
among the blossoms on sunny days. At 
that particular season, especially in our 
northern climate, the sun may lie shining 
brightly while it is bitterly cold. The 
latter fact keeps bees in the hive, and, 
therefore, they are not to be deiiended 
upon to visit the blossoms. Here comes 
In the value of the camel’s-hair brush, or 
the rabbit's-tail—preferably the latter. In 


of Manchester some few years ago I was 
surprised to see great numbers of trees of 
the variety under consideration. On in¬ 
quiring the reason I was informed that 
Golden Spire was very popular, not only 
in the locality, but throughout that part 
of the country, and there was always a 
great demand for trees of It. It Is also 
much grown in the west midland fruit¬ 
growing districts, where the fruits attain 
a large size and colour well.—A. W. 


WHICH IS THE BEST APPLE? 

Mr. Pearson holds the popular view that 
Cox’s Pippin is the king, which it cer¬ 
tainly is not. 

With regard to Cox’s Orange Pippin, the 
king of dessert Apples, who shall eay where 
it will succeed without trial? A warm, 
light soil is usually recommended; never¬ 
theless, it does well on a dry clay. I never 
see Cox’s Orange Pippin cropping well when 
the tree is overcrowded with branches.— 
A. H. Pearson, Lowdham, in Garden. 

Both in Britain and N. America there 
are better Apples, both in flavour and tex¬ 
ture. Tile Ribston, well grown, is a better 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Plum-trees growing too strongly. —I have 
ten Plum-trees on a wall facing eouth. These 
were planted two years ago. The border on 
which they are growing is rich. Naturally, 
they have made strong growth. I would like 
to get them to bear fruit as soon as possible, 
but I am afraid that, keeping in view the 
strong wood they are making, it is not likely 
that they will do so. Can I now safely lift and 
plant the trees in the same position with the 
view of throwing them into fruit bearing, or 
how long can this be delayed? The weather 
here is severe—frost and snow—and it looks as 
if it may continue so for some time to come. 
I (in September) cut back—about a third—last 
year’s leading shoots, which were 3 feet to 
4 feet long. In the event of your advising me 
to lift and replant, how much more pruning 
would the trees require?—J. T. S. 

[It is unfortunate you did not seek ad¬ 
vice re tbe Plum-trees last autumn, as that 
is the best time in the whole year to carry 
out the lifting and transplanting of fruit- 
tic-es which are in need of this mode of 
treatment to bring about a fruitful condi¬ 
tion. Until the weather changes nothing 
can be done in Cue matter, but as soon as 



Apple The Newtown, from Virginia. 


respect of the Quince, this blooms at an 
appreciably later date than the Pear, and 
observation leads me to believe that it sets 
as freely with its own pollen as with that 
of any other variety. 

The whole subject is very interesting, 
and, as has been said, tbe result of these 
experiments seems to justify the belief that 
when planting Tears it is a good plan, 
where it can be carried out, to plant an 
assortment of varieties together, and, even 
if bees lie plentiful, to assist the blooms 
to set by fertilising them by hand. 

A Scottish Gardener. 

Apple Golden Spire.— I'am glad to see 
favourable mention made of this variety 
of Apple in the issue of February 10th 
(p. 70). For cottage gardens where space 
Is a consideration it is, on account of its 
compact and upright habit of growth, one 
of the best to plant. In addition, it is a 
regular and heavy cropper, while the wood 
U healthy, clean, and as far as my ex¬ 
perience goes not given to canker. The 
variety is held in high esteem in many 
parts of the country, particularly in the 
north-western districts. In looking round 
a large fruit nurseryi3»the neighbourhood 

VjO qtc 


Apple than Cox’s, So is the D’Arcy Apple, 
and neither of these is more difficult of 
culture than Cox’s, judging by the quoted 
note. With our present knowledge of 
washes we should be able to keep off 
canker and American blight from the noble 
Ribston, often neglected in favour of some 
novelty. D’Arcy is described as a poor 
grower, and deserves to be tried fairly on 
various stocks. I planted many trees of 
it this winter and had no choice, ail seemed 
to be worked on the Paradise. 

Of American Apples there are several 
of far higher quality than Cox’s, some 
coming to our markets freely, so that all 
may judge. The greatest <tf all Apples, 
judged by all tests, market and other, is 
the Newtown Pippin, now familiar in our 
fruit shops for many years. Its culture is 
greatly extending on the Pacific coast of 
North-Western America, and the fruit is 
often large and good, but the finest 
flavoured comes from the eastern side of 
the country, best in Albemarle County, 
Virginia, of which an example is here 
given from fruits recently imported by 
Mr. Lewis Solomon, of Covent Garden. It 
is sometimes labelled Albemarle Pippin, 
an error and leading to confusion. 


a I haw tikes place and the soil becomes 
dry enough or so that it will not stick to 
the feet proceed to lift them without 
further delay. As the season is so far ad¬ 
vanced leave a certain amount of soil, or, 
in other words, “ball,” attached to the 
roots round the stems. Shorten the 
strongest of the roots to induce the 
emission of roots of a more fibrous nature 
during the coming season. As a further 
incentive in this direction, as well as to 
prevent gross growth in future, add a 
liberal quantity of lime rubble to and inti¬ 
mately mix it with the soil. The trees may 
certainly be replanted in the same posi¬ 
tion. It will not be necessary to further 
piune them this spring unless there are 
any side growths on the branches, which 
shorten to four buds to form the founda¬ 
tion of fruit-bearing spurs.] 

Apple Lodgemore Nonpareil.— Some years 
ago it was stated in your paper that tile best 
Apple out of many at this time of year was 
Lodgemore Nonpareil, a Gloucestershire Apple. 
I should like to hear of anyone growing it 
now. I believe the best flavoured Apples are 
grown on Grass. We cannot grow late dessert 
Apples of good quality in heavily manured 
I gardens.-A. Wiwr, .Svlhoruc, W.ifprtord. 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

— 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

GARDEN CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

A (ioon many plants that in the autumn 
were looked upon as likely to go through 
the winter in the garden with the usual 
protection will, it is feared, Ire found to 
have succumbed to the exceptionally severe 
frost we experienced in January and the 
early part of February. Amongst these 
are not a few clumps of Chrysanthemums, 
and it behoves all who have come to look 
uiou these as indispensable for autumn 
blooming to take stock as soon as lwssible, 
and make good any failures by procuring 
fresh plants for putting out-of-doors in 
May. My own experience is I hat it 
always pays to propagate from. cuttings 
every year, even though the plants may 
only be required for tire borders, as a 
fresh-struck cutting is preferable to a 
root carrying four or live shoots. For one 
thing, the plant raised from a culling the 
current season is likely lo furnish more 
and better flowers. 

The one who has grown Chrysanthe¬ 
mums for a number of years knows only- 
loo well how exasperating it is to liud that 
midway between the seasons some promis¬ 
ing-looking shoots have either been broken 
off by birds or rough winds, and it not 
infrequently happens that they are shoots 
emanating from pieces of old wood just 
below the ground level. It is, therefore, 
advisable to rely' ou cuttings struck from 
young wood, planting these out in May in 
well manured and deeply dug soil. It is a 
good plan to stake each plant at the time 
it is planted out. In selecting plants for 
the oimn ground, preference should be 
given to those that have been stopped and 
have two or three shoots. One can gener¬ 
ally find suitable plants from cuttings 
struck last November and wintered in the 
house or frame—the latter for choice. I 
still believe that for garden and home de¬ 
coration frame propagation and a longer 
growth are better than trusting to spring- 
struck cuttings raised in heat. 

Leahurst. 

1*0 M PO N CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 
Some little time back “ \V. V. T.” contri¬ 
buted a very interesting article concerning 
small-flowered Chrysanthemums, and at¬ 
tributed the lack of popularity in regard 
to this section to the very meagre en¬ 
couragement given to Pompons by Chrys¬ 
anthemum Societies. I fully agree with 
all he has said, and, as one who has both 
grown and exhibited them, I think we may 
take it that, like many other varieties, 
they died out because they did not come 
tip to size. It was a mild form of insanity 
that came over Chrysanthemum growers, 
more particularly exhibitors, to have 
nothing to do with flowers that did not 
reach a certain standard in size, and so 
gradually the beautiful Pompons were 
relegated to the back seats ou the exhibi¬ 
tion table. I have had many a tussle in 
years gone by on committees as to the 
scant encouragement given to those very 
charming sorts. It was always the ease 
that the hulk of the prize money was allo¬ 
cated to the Japanese and incurved varie¬ 
ties, and if there was any cash to sin re 
Uien the Poni|>ons were considered. 
Usually the award was for one box of 
twelve blooms and no more. I am glad to 
know, however, that some of these de¬ 
spised, small-flowered Chrysanthemums 
are at last being recognised. Most 

thoroughly do 1 appreciate what 

“ W- V. T." has said about such sorts as 
Snowdrop and Primrose Teague as being 
“two of the daintiest and most beautiful 


of the series.” They are extremely useful 
for cutting for making up into sprays. One 
remembers other Pompons, like I51ack 
Douglas, Lizzie Holmes, Muie. Marthe, 
and Prince of Orange, that were noted for 
beautiful, neat blossoms. Not a few of 
the Pompons are dwarf, and can be ac¬ 
commodated in small greenhouses, and I 
would appeal to those who have not grown 
them to try a few this year. 

WOODB AST WICK. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Chrysanthemum cuttings should be ex¬ 
amined. and any that are rooted stood near 
to the roof glass, where air can be given. If 
cuttings of certain varieties were not obtain¬ 
able earlier, suitable shoots should be inserted 
without delay. Winter-flowering Begonias 
have been cut over, taking care that only the 
flower-spikes are removed and that the plants 
are not cut right down. At this lime they 
need very careful watering. They should be 
kept moderately dry, giving just sufficient 
water to maintain the stems and foliage in a 
healthy condition. The plants during their 
resting period are kept in an atmospheric tem¬ 
perature of 55 degw. to 60 degs. Cuttings, 
which may be taken at any time from April 
to August, are made from young shoots which 
form in the axils of the leaves after the plants 
have completed their season of rest. Begonias 
of the Gloire de Lorraine type may also he cut 
over now, and the plants kept growing in a 
temperature of 60 degs. in order that t-hey 
may produce from the base growth suitable 
for cuttings.—G. 

Big Chrysanthemums. -1 take exception to 
one sentence in those useful notes by “ 8. H.” 
on Chrysanthemums. He says:—“The pro¬ 
duction of large flowers is now the system 
most largely adopted, and the rage for size is 
on the increase.” I do not believe this asser¬ 
tion represents actual facts. Other writers 
say the reverse, and my observations and 
answers from gardeneis upon asking them 
such a question justify my criticism. So does 
the increase of vases and baskets of flowers at 
shows. Plenty of decorative plants and cut¬ 
ting stufl is wanted—not many big blooms, is 
the answer you get. The large blooms repre¬ 
sent great skill; but one must admit such mop- 
headed monsters are lacking in natural grace 
and value for decoration.—C. T. 


intiest and mostLbeni 
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INDOOR PLANTS. 

HIPPEASTRUMS. . 

As the flowering period of the Hii>- 
peastrums is now fast approaching it may 
be pointed out that where it is intended to 
raise seedlings the crossing of the flowers 
should uot be done indiscriminately. If 
varieties with striped flowers are crossed 
with seifs, and vice vend, the progeny Is 
rarely satisfactory. In the event of a de¬ 
cided break away in colour, or some other 
feature which it is desired to perpetuate, 
a good plan is to fertilise the flower with 
its own polleu, or from one of the same 
race. Thus, the prominent characteristics 
of the parent or parents may he improved, 
though, of course, chance enters largely 
into the matter. It is this feeling that one 
does uot know what may turn up w’hen 
the pluuts flower, which renders the raising 
of Hippeiistrums, and, indeed, many other 
subjects from seeds so interesting. When 
the blossoms are fertilised the plants 
should be given a good position in a warm 
house. It is very essential that the flower- 
stem be secured to a stick, otherwise, as 
the seed-iaxls swell, it is very liable to 
topple over and perhaps break. As a rule, 
the capsules ripen about July and com¬ 
mence to split oiien. When this happens 
the pods must be gathered and laid out in 
a sunny spot indoors. The seeds will then 
separate themselves from the capsule, and 
when tins is the case they may be sown at 
once. By some it is recommended to keep 
the seeds until the spring before sowing 


hut where conveniences exist I much pre¬ 
fer to sow directly they are ripe. If this 
is done and the seed-pans are placed in a 
warm greenhouse the young plants will 
make their appearance in a very short 
time. Then put iuto thumb |*jts as soon 
as they are large enough to lnindle; they 
will become established therein before 
winter. At that, season they must he kept 
growing in a temperature of 55 degs. to 
<jr> degs. aud will then be ready to shift 
into 4-ineh pots in the spring. During the 
first two winters they must uot be dried 
oft in any way, but the third season they 
may with advantage be given a rest. Some 
will occasionally flower in two and a half 
years or so from the sowing of the seed, 
but even if this happens their merits can¬ 
not lie fully ascertained till a year later, el¬ 
even longer. Tots 5J inches to 6 inches in 
diameter are large enough to flower them 
in. W. T. 

DAPHNE IN DIP A. 

Precious among the sweet-scented plants 
that blossom in winter and early spring it 
is nuiprising that a plant so appreciated 
when in flower is not more frequently met 
with. Instead of this the plant would ap¬ 
pear, so far as the majority of private 
gardens are concerned, to be in the nature 
of a rarity, particularly as well-grown ex¬ 
amples. Not bushy-habited, as this term 
is usually understood, its usually spare, 
gaunt, and leafless limbs indicate clearly 
enough a system of cultivation bordering 
on neglect. The few leaves the plants 
carry near the tops of the branches, pale 
and sickly-looking as they not infrequently 
are, prove that till is not well, and the 
reason is not far to seek. Frequently the 
plants are in 5-inch pots, n closer view re¬ 
vealing the fact that they are usually in 
peaty soil—a starvation diet, whether 
viewed from the standpoints of quality or 
quantity. The finest examples I ever saw 
were a yard or more, through, and as vigor¬ 
ous and glossy of leaf as a Laurel at its 
best. These were planted out in a con¬ 
servatory with Camellias and other cool- 
loving plants, and were growing chiefly in 
loamy soil with a slight addition of leaf- 
mould. 

'The best I ever grew only equalled the 
otters named in health aud vigour, being 
youngsters by comparison and uot half so 
large. These were grown in calcareous 
loaiu of a rather stiff nature, with au addi¬ 
tion of brick rubble aud sand. When they 
came to hand they were in small pots in 
sandy peat, and of the usually sickly order. 
Remembering that the plants were largely 
grafted on the Mezereon and that that 
species ofteu does well on stillish loam, I 
decided on a change of soil, and, removing 
as much of the old peat soil as possible, 
potted iliein when the flowering season was 
least in Biinstead loan! with the additious 
noted, supplying a liberal shift into the 
bargain. The change that resulted was 
neither immediate nor magical, and it was 
some little time before the deei>ening 
colour of the leaves afforded tile elue for 
which 1 had been waiting. Ixmg before 
the growing season was completed the 
plants were as healthy and vigorous as 
could Ire desired. With this enhanced 
vigour there followed a much better 
flowering. E. H. Jenkins. 


Mimulus cardinalis for the greenhouse. 

—Many will, during the ensuing season, lie 
looking for easily-grown greenhouse plants 
which arc, withal, showy. 1 can recom¬ 
mend M. cardinalis. When grown in iK>ts 
it is very striking, and, naturally, the 
spikes of reddish-crimson bloom* are 
purer and cleaner than those in the open. 
Good pieces can lie had in 6-inch pots, aud 
cuttings strike readily at this.Hum. M. 
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cardinalis is distinct from the ordinary 
members of the family, being stiff and 
erect, with more “ woodiness " in the stem 
than is found in other Mimuli. Under 
greenhouse cultivation, in pots of tin; size 
Indicated, the plant will attain to an ap¬ 
proximate height of 18 inches.—W. .Met!., 

lint him-. 


OXRTANTHUS. 

Tm. Oyrtautlii, natives of South Africa, j 
usually flower during the months of 
February und March, and again, as a rule, j 
in July and August. The bulbs are each | 
about the size of a large Snowdrop, and | 


culture, needing a soli composed princi¬ 
pally of good loam, lightened by an ad¬ 
mixture of leaf-mould and sand. They 
Increase quickly from offsets, so that the 
pols will soon become full of bulbs. While 
they will flower well for years, even in a 
crowded state, they may readily be divided 
if it. is desired to increase the .stock. This 
should be done immediately after the 
flowering in early spring. Given the treat¬ 
ment accorded to a Pelargonium, these 
species of Cyrtanthus will do well. They 
| do not require to lie dried off at any time, 
but in winter, when in a partially dormant 
1 condition, only sufficient water should he 


layer the old plants, laying them on their 
sides in a frame for that purpose. The 
best-shaped of the old plants ure often 
grown on for a second season, as they can 
he had in bloom earlier than young ones. 
These are reputed into larger pots at 
about the same time as the others are 
layered. The main portion of the lotting 
compost should consist of rather heavy 
loam. This may be lightened to the neces¬ 
sary extent by a little thoroughly de¬ 
cayed leaf-mould and sand. The drainage 
must be effectual, but not overdone, and 
the soil should be pressed down very firmly 
and regularly. Watering must be care- 



Cyrtanthus sanguineus. From a draiving by 11. G. Moon. 


lour three or four Grass-like leaves, while 
the flower-stern, which reaches a height of 
a foot or so, is terminated by an umbel of 
I or Dally drooping tubular blossoms nearly 
a couple of inches long, orange-red in the 
case of C. angustifolius, and in McKeni 
white. The flowers of O. lutescens are 
yellow, those of C. McKeni being deep 
scarlet. The variety we figure to-day was 
originally known as Gastronema sau- 
uuiuea, but it Is now included in the genus 
PyrtautlHis. In general appearance ii 
somewhat resembles a small Vallota, and 
hybrids between it and Vallota purpurea 
have I men raised. They are of very easy 
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given to keep the soil slightly moist. 
Seeds are readily produced, and young 
plants raised therefrom will, unlike most 
bulbs, reach a flowering size in about 
eighteen months. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 
Treatment of Malmaison Carnations.— 

Kindly let me know treatment of old Mal- 
maisou Carnations after flowering -- i.c., 
whether to cut them hard bark or not, und 
the best time to repot?—J. M. 

[Malmaison Carnations will not bear to 
be cut back hard, as, if this is done, they 
will not break freely. The usual plan is to 


fully carried out, as an excess of moisture, 
either in the atmosphere or at the roots, 
is very harmful. If your old plants have 
been left so long without repotting, we 
should advise you to simply top-dress them 
with the same soil as that recommended 
for potting, with the addition of some 
stimulant, such as a little Clay’s Fertiliser, 
and bone-meal.] 

Cyclamens. —Plante which hare been flower¬ 
ing since November last must be kept well fed. 
Judiciously done, together with attention to 
the regular removal of fading leaves and 
flowers and keeping the ashes on the bed on 
which the plants arei standing in a moist, 
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wholesome condition, they will then continue 
yielding quantities of blooms for some time to 
come. If the flowers are required for decorat¬ 
ing the dinner-table or dwelling-rooms, the 
precaution should be taken to slit the lower 
end of the stems, otherwise the flowers quickly 
fade. When gathering always pull the stems 
clean out from the crown of the tuber, and 
never cut them. The latest batch may, as the 
plants are now showing flower, be freely fed 
either with clarified liquid-manure or Clay’s 
Fertiliser. Keep the surroundings in a moist 
state, aud vaporise occasionally to hold thrip 
in check. 


GARDEN FOOD. 

MEATLESS DAY NONSENSE. 
Much fuss is made about this, as if it 
were a hard trail. Many do not 6eem to 
know that the bravest, strongest, and 
hardiest races are nourished without 
meat. Moreover, they owe their strength 
and purity of blood to far better food for 
mail. It is ridiculous to suppose meu owe 
their strength to flesh-eating, when a 
chemist will tell us that there is more 
nourishment in a {*>und weight of good 
oatmeal than in three pounds of cow, or 
sheep, or pig. Italian, Irish, and Scotch 
peasants, hill men of India, kroomen of 
West Africa, Turks and Greek peasants 
are among the strongest and finest of men 
i util they go to big cities aud, “doing 
well,” become hideous crocks of gout and 
rheumatism from the poisons and toxins 
of the flesh of animals. These evil results 
are too clear in disease and lowering 
physique. The alternative is natural food 
for a man, l'or man, who is not. carnivorous, 
pays dearly for it. Ail learned meu in 
sta ll things, from Cuvier to Owen, say 
man is frugivorous and can never he 
anything else. His food embraces the 
vegetable and fruit worlds, an enormous 
range of wholesome and quite adequate 
nourishment only requiring careful choice 
aud cookery. W. 


THE TELEGRAPH ON OATMEAL. 
As each day {Kisses, those who arc study¬ 
ing the problem of the nation's food more 
clearly realise the importance of oatmeal. 
It has already been pointed out that the 
term “flour” as used in the Hood Con¬ 
troller’s appeal does not include oatmeal, 
which may, therefore, enter into the 
domestic dietary apart from the bread 
allowance. The value of oatmeal as a food 
can hardly be exaggerated. 

The methods of preparing oatmeal are as 
varied as its food value is high. They are 
best known in Scotland. Porridge there, 
as a breakfast dish, is almost universal, 
and properly cooked it is extremely ""dat¬ 
able, as well as nourishing. But it rarely 
is properly cooked outside the borders of 
Scotland. Water, salted to taste, should 
he brought to boiliug point before the meal 
is added. It must not be flung in, but 
Altered through the fingers carefully and 
slowly. A couple of generous handfuls of 
meal go to the pint of water. Then It 
should be allowed to boll for twenty to 
thirty minutes, and it is best eaten with 
plenty of milk. 

Oatmeal pudding is simply oatmeal to 
which a little butter, suet, and seasoning 
have been added. Boiled in a cloth, in the 
same way as Plum pudding, and served 
with braised Onions it is a wholesome and 
satisfying dish. Boiled puddings of oat¬ 
meal made in sausage form and fried 
before being consumed are by some re¬ 
garded as a delicacy. Then there are 
many varieties of Oat-cakes-, scones made 
of oatmeal mixed with flour, and oatmeal 
mixed with Potatoes. Of late years cakes 
of oatmeal have been made in the big 
bakeries, and are sold in tins, and there 
are several proprietary preparations of 
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which oatmeal is the basis. Like most 
commodities, oatiueal has advanced 
steadily in price, and now in London, for a 
stone, which in pre-war times cost 2s. 4d., 
3s. lOd. is asked. 

As to tlie production of oatmeal, there 
is the authority of Mr. Prothero for advis¬ 
ing farmers to increase the area under 
Oats. An increase in the production of 
oats in this country is easier than an in¬ 
crease in Wheat production. The main 
Wheat crop is sown in autumn. Oats are 
all sown in the spring, and the crop Is 
fairly reliable. So the production of Oats 
could be increased during the present year, 
and no doubt will be. 

[It is odd to see a writer in a good 
journal saying as above—that all Oats are 
sown in the spring. The best Oats are 
sowm in the autumn. In winter-sown 
Oats, as they are called, growth and grain 
arc better them from Oats sown in the 
spring. The above way of cooking is not 
the best. Mo one knows the flavour and 
excellence in all ways of oatmeal who does 
not cook it longer, as told in a recent 
issue. —En.l 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Fertility no test of a good Apple.—1 

agree with Mr. Farmer, i«ige 74, that fer¬ 
tility is no test of value. Having seen 
Apples in all sorts of conditions, from 
those on the hills of California to the 
eider Apples of Normandy, the tiling that 
strikes me most is their over-fertility. If 
anything, it might be called a fault. My 
trees are in most years over-loaded, and 
seeing them in that state, I long to try 
some means of reducing their exuberance. 
I mean trees allowed to take their 
natural form and not made fruitless by 
the goose pruner. I am surprised at Mr. 
Itunyard urging Hie point ns a merit. If 
it he so, why not take a elder Apple-tree 
as the model, breaking down with fruit 
as many do in tlie cider orchards of Nor¬ 
mandy and the West of EnglandV The 
Apple of the highest quality of ail, the 
Newtown Pippin, hears freely, judging by 
the vast quantities that come to us and its 
abundant use in America, too. That lady 
who would not buy a Blenheim because it 
was classed as a cooking Apple followed 
the false classification in nursery lists.— 
W. 

Onion Crimson Clobe.— There is a preju¬ 
dice against Red Onions, probably because 
they are more strongly flavoured (ban the 
white and yellow skinned varieties; but 
they are worth attention were it only for 
their long-keeping qualities. Among the 
best is Crimson Globe, which, if not so 
large as Ailsa Craig or Cranston’s Excel¬ 
sior, may he grown to upwards of 1} lb. 
in weight, and which, if a little strong as 
regards flavour, is not so strong as others 
of the colour. Crimson Globe will remain 
hard and firm for a month after the 
lighter-skinned Onions are over; a fact 
not to be lost sight of now that these bulbs 
are only Imported in limited quantitiesand 
are extremely dear as the spring advances. 
A pinch of seed sown at the same time ns 
the usual kinds, in heat, will give a good 
return.—K ibk. 

Blackberries in the garden.— Some time 
ago there was a note in Gardening Illus¬ 
trated recommending the cut-leaved 
Bramble. Many years ago the late Mr. 
A. Dean drew my attention to its value. 
1 look upon it as the best kind from a 
flavour iKjiat of view. Added to ttiis the 
foliage is very ornamental. Some ten 
years ago, when I came to reside at Cain- 
berley, I found a small plant at the foot 
of a Laurel hedge. Not having much re¬ 
gard for this, I made it a support for the 
Blackberry shoots. These are trained each 
year over the hedge, only allowing a few 


strong shoots to remain. Each year, when 
all the fruit has been gathered, the old 
growths are cut out in the same way ns 
Raspberries. I get each autumn enough 
fruit for home Use. Loganberries need a 
better larder and are much earlier.—J. 
Crook. 

Peas and Runners without stakes.— At 

tlie present day there is an enormous 
amount of work and labour in staking 
Peas and Beane in our gardens, and now, 
unhappily, owing to reasons clear to all, 
we must do without them. There is now 
no labour available to clear the woods or 
prepare the sticks. I have always doubted 
this way of growing Peas and Beans, aud 
suspected it was wasteful. The Loudou 
growers for market find they can get all 
they want from the dwarfer varieties lying 
close to the ground. This shows us there 
is little or no advantage in having these 
very tall sorts when good diVnrfs can be 
obtained. Messrs. Sutton and others have 
mised a numlier of dwarf Peas, ranging 
from 12 inches to 2 feet. With these, of 
course, there is no need of the labour of 
scaffolding such as we have used formerly. 
I am doing without it, although I have a 
great quantity of woodland. The labour 
for ibis occurs at a time when everybody 
is very busy, and it will be a great thing 
to get rid of this work altogether.—W. 

Barley bread. —I can remember the time, 
now more than sixty years ago, when the 
thrifty and skilful housewife in most farm¬ 
houses of Devon baked her own Barley 
bread—and very excellent and {Dilatable 
bread it was; to children accustomed to the 
somewhat insipid flavour of white wheaten 
bread its slightly sweet taste made it par¬ 
ticularly delightful, while its dark colour 
suggested “ figgy-duff.” In one of the old 
Devonshire ballads printed in Mr. I’.aring- 
Gould's “Songs of I he West” the jolly 
Devonshire farmer sings of his happy lot 
because he'd got 

Home-brewed—brown bread—and a 
Cottage well thatched with straw. 

No whisky, no wheaten flour, and no cor¬ 
rugated iron roofs!— Ropeii Lethbridge. 

The Brussels Sprouts in the cottage 
garden.— It is a pity that the. value of the 
Brussels Sprouts is not properly recog¬ 
nised in many cottagers’ gardens, especi¬ 
ally, I think, in Scotland. There the 
familiar Scotch Kail has for generations 
held its own and lias, in many places, been 
the sole green winter vegetable. It has its 
value, of course, lint now that pigs are so 
seldom kept by cottagers the Kail has as¬ 
sumed less Importance. The home-fed 
bacon aud home-grown “greens” are but 
little in evidence. The .Sprouts would form 
a nice addition to the menu of the cottager, 
and lie should he taught their value.— 
Scotsman. 

Sweet Corn. —One of the best foods we 
know of are the various kinds of American 
garden or Sweet Corn—easily grown in our 
country—coming in at a good time, in late 
summer or early autumn. It is one of the 
test and most wholesome vegetables we 
can have. English seedsmen up to the pre¬ 
sent have neglected it and have only offered 
one kind. In America quite a variety of 
kinds can be had. Messrs. Thorburn, of 
New Yoik, aud other seedsmen there have 
Sweet Corn well represented on their lists 
and will doubtless lie pleased to answer 
inquiries.—W. 

Onions rooked in the Following way make a 
nice supper dish They should not. he peeled, 
but about half-boiled for ten minutes or a 
quarter of an hour, in proportion to their size. 
Then take them up. drain, and roast them, 
preferably in a Dutch oven, until tender. 
Serve them in their skins in a dish, either 
alone or mixed with roasted Potatoes, and eat 
with cold butter, popper, and salt. 
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OUTDOOR PLANT& 

SOFT WINTER EFFECTS. 

In spite of a wet winter, we gained 
some beauty by letting our Pampas alone 
until the spring. The view shown was 
taken about January 20th this year. Our 
Heeds and Knotworts and various tall 
herbs with any beauty of colour in the sun, 
we leave alone in the same way, even 
our common British Reed giving a line 
effect for months in the dull season. 


AMONG THE HARDY FLOWERS. 

A late season. — Optimistic friends tell 
me that we are sure to have a better spring 
and summer because of the long winter. 
We shall see in due course, but, in the 


It very desirable for the Hepatleas, and 
one of my friends advocates the lesson he 
learned in a noted Irish nursery where 
the beds of Hepaticas were shaded by 
branches during the summer. That would 
not look well in the garden, I fear, but we 
may surely secure shade by some other 
means, such as growing them near a wall, 
which will shade them, or under a pergola 
not too densely covered with foliage. 

The Winter Aconites.—I am inclined 
to think that these appreciate a light loam 
if the soil is moist, but a few of my friends 
pin their faith to peat. I cannot see any 
advantage in using peat if one can obtain 
as good results from ordinary garden 
loam. If I am not mistaken, the Winter 
Aconite is usually found wild in thickets 
or woods, and in these places leaf-soil is 


hopelessly ruined. The moral is, do not 
plant Crocus hyemalis in the open air un¬ 
less you have a favoured southern garden, 
such as in Devon, Cornwall, or the south 
of Ireland. 

New I’m hulas.— I wonder how many of 
the newer Chinese Primulas will prove 
perennials with us. If we are only to 
have the satisfaction of seeing the plants 
flower once and then die off we might come 
to the conclusion that the game was not 
worth the candle. What about Primula 
helodoxa, for example? Who can say that 
it is a good, hardy perennial? Its descrip¬ 
tion and its popular name, “The Glory of 
the Marsh,” make one long for success 
with it. 

Anemone fuloens.—I should like to ask 
readers if they have had much trouble 



The Pampas Grass. Mid-winter. 


meantime, I long for the passing away of 
the frost and tbe coming of the flowers. 
It Is not satisfying enongh to have a few 
Snowdrops, out of many, in bloom, a soli¬ 
tary Hepatica, and a few cups of the 
Winter Aconite. 

Hepaticas. — Our forefathers, who 
thought much of the Hepaticas, although] 
they had fewer varieties then than now, 
iipliear to have been more successful with I 
some of the rarer varieties of the common 
Hepatica than we are. I wonder how 
many people now grow the Double Blue 
Hepaticas well. A friend of mine has 
three different Double Blue varieties (not 
many of each), but he takes special care 
of them. There is one very pretty imbri¬ 
cated flower and two varieties with the ; 
“petals” set in the usual way. It ap-| 
[ears to me that pajtjal shade iu summer ' 
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| more present as a modifier of the loam 
than peat. I find that in dry soil with a 
good deal of sand in it the Winter Aconite 
suffers very much if in full sun. 

Crocus hyemalis. — I planted a few 
eorms of Crocus hyemalis with the view 
of having flowers in the open in January. 
It has been another instance of “ the best- 
laid schemes.” A friend only smiled at 
my failure and said : “ What can you ex¬ 
tinct? Our winters are not suited for these 
fragile flowers in the open, and you should 
have planted your conns in a frame or 
grown them in pits indoors unless you 
could spare a hand-light or two. Crocus 
hyemalis is too fragile for our average 
winters.” They came through the ground 
all right and looked as if they would 
bloom, but the flowers have had such hard 
times that they have succumbed and are 


with this. Several times I have found 
that it failed to bloom for several seasons 
and that it did best after a warm, dry 
summer, when the tubers could become 
thoroughly ripened. 

An Amateur of Hardy Flowers. 


Sweet Peas. —The possibility of being 
able to sow outdoors appears at present to 
be rather remote, and when a change of 
weather does occur it will lie some little 
time in many instances before the soil is 
iu a tit condition for sowing to lie done. 
Those who have not yet made provision for 
securing an early supply of bloom by sow¬ 
ing seed in pots under glass should, if con- 
venieneies exist for doing so, no longer 
delay. Large 00 pots are a convenient size 
to employ for the purpose, and in lieu of 
crocks place a piece of rough turf or a 
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little rough leaf-mould over the drainage 
hole. Fill the jots with a mixture of 
loam, leaf-mould, and sand, make tirm, 
and sow live seeds in each. If named 
varieties are preferred, eaeh |»>t must have 
a label placed in il. The seed will germi¬ 
nate in good time if the |iot-s are stood in 
a greenhouse or a I’eacli-house about to be 
started. Those not in possession of pots 
of the requisite size may. to save the ex- 
]iense of buying, make use of waterproof 
cardboard |H>ts, which can be purchased 
at a cheap rate.—If. 

A BANANA IN SUSSEX. 

Wjs are used to the Japanese I tana nil in 
Cornish gardens, but it is surprising to 
see it tall and handsome in a Sussex gar¬ 
den, and that not near the sea or in any 
very favoured s[Kit. It is in a clearing in 


be recommended to lovers of hardy flowers, 
and when thoroughly established its beauty is 
enhanced.—K ibk. 

SWEET PEAS. 

No flower- not even the Chrysanthemum - 
has created such an amount of enthusiasm 
during the last ten years as the Sweet Pea. 
Its debut as a fashionable blossom was 
the signal for thousands to take up its cul¬ 
ture, and the trade boomed it to such an 
extent tlint the would-be grower was be¬ 
wildered with tlie number of varieties. 
Not a few of these varieties, allhough pos¬ 
ing under different, names, given by various 
raisers, were one and tlie same sort, whilst 
there were others placed on the market 
little, if any, different from others that had 
preceded them ; indeed, so very much alike 


A hardy Banana (Musa japonica) at Sheffield Park. 



a great Wood giving shelter and some 
shade. 

Its height Is probably 18 feet to 20 feet. 
Wo measured one leaf last year which was' 
.Inst 10 feet long. Bracken is put around 
the base of its stems in winter, and gener¬ 
ally up to about 4 feet, so as to keep a bit 
of height, but it has not of late been killed 
down to tlie Bracken ; indeed, in the winter 
of 1915, notwithstanding the very cold sjiell 
in November, it was growing somewhat I 
during tlie mild January. That would be 
about 7 feet or so up, all above that having 
been settled by frost. It really seems about 
as hardy as a Guunern, and even more 
tropical-looking. 

Adonis amurensis.—If the floweis of this 
Adonis come a trifle too early in the year, the 
variety is. nevertheless, an excellent one. 
There can he no two opinions as to ite beauty, 
while ite growth ie freer and stronger than 
that of other memhere of the genus. It can ' 
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were they to the tyro its to result in con¬ 
fusion. 

We have learnt a good deal in tlie matter 
of growing Sweet Peas since the days when 
Sweet Pea societies sprang up with re¬ 
markable rapidity. Une of the things is 
that tlie beauty of Sweet Peas is not im¬ 
proved by tlie coarse, big flowers. Grow¬ 
ing Sweet Peas in trenches which have 
been excavated 4 feet or 5 feet deep, and 
tilled with special soils and manure, may 
enable one to get plants 10 feet or more 
in height, with jierhaps 2 feet flower-stems. 
All Ibis is quite unnecessary. There has 
come over those who love Sweet Peas a 
change within tlie last few years, it may 
only have been gradual, but it is a radical 
change nevertheless, and it is a return to 
the rational method of culture. 1 do not 
say that tlie one who sets out on this way 
will get the finest flowers, but many who 
have grown tired of the exhibitor's way of 
treating n very beautiful annual are now 


finding out that, at much less cost and 
j trouble, it is jiossible to raise enough 
flowers for beautifying (be garden and the 
home. 

One meeds people to-day who not many 
years back were heart and soul in the cul¬ 
ture of the Sweet Pea, and lo whom novel¬ 
ties were essential, who have either now 
given lip altogether or who are content 
with, say, a dozen varieties, and sow their 
seed in April out-of-doors. It is tlie 
rational culture of Sweet Peas' that 1 
would urge iqioii owners of small gardens 
especially to follow. Ground dug 2 feet or 
j so deep, and enriched with rotted dung, 
and bellied with a little sui>erphosphate of 
lime, will grow Sweet Peas that will give 
a prolific supply of flowers. Seed should 
I lx 1 sown in April, and strands of black 
cotton drawn across the rows to thwart 
tlie birds. Small twigs should lie placed 
to the young plants by way of protection, 
and to which they can cling, then follow 
with tall sticks, taking care to give each 
plant plenty of room for development. 
Nourishment when tlie buds have formed, 
in tlie shape of liquid-manure with which 
soot is incoriKiruted. will help tlie plants 
considerably when given after ihe usual 
waterings. Above all. gather tlie flowers 
regularly, and so prevent the formation 
of seeds than which nothing so weakens 
the plants and checks the continuation of 
blooming. Dekby. 

GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 

TIIE VINE WEEVIL AND FERNS. 
The common Vine Weevil' (Otiorrhyncus 
suleutun) by no means confines its attacks 
to the Vine, but is one of the most de¬ 
structive jiestfi also in connection with 
Ferns. In tlie grub state it is represented 
by fat, iiorl'ectly white maggots, each about 
half an inch long. These arise from eggs 
laid iu the autumn, and, immediately they 
are hatched, set to work to devour the 
roots and burrow into the fleshy material 
of the crowns or rhizomes below the sur¬ 
face of tlie soil. With evergreen Ferns 
their presence is evidenced by a wilting of 
the fronds, which, when pulled, come away 
freely. Unless the plants are then lifted 
and thoroughly washed and freed from the 
IK-ste during this process they will be en¬ 
tirely destroyed during the winter. About 
the end of April or iu May these grubs as¬ 
sume a chrysaloid form in the soil, and 
shortly after emerge in the shape of a 
dark, dull grey, nearly black beetle about 
half ail inch long, with a long, jxiiuted 
snout and oval body. These at once at¬ 
tack the foliage by gnawing away the 
edges of the rising fronds, so that, as 
growth proceeds, great disfigurement re¬ 
sults. While doing this their presence 
may also be detected 1 iy their light brown 
watery de|>osits, and if the plant be in a 
lot they will be easily detected, even if 
bidden iu the soil, by plunging the pot en¬ 
tirely under water, when iu a minute or 
two at tlie outside they will emerge from 
their concealment, climb into view, and 
arc easily captured and destroyed. The 
beetle cannot stand immersion, but a fort¬ 
night's submersion of grub-infested pots, 
though a few may struggle to the surface 
and be disiosed of, will not suffice to drown 
the maggots, as 1 have proved by experi- 
ment. A very singular fact for which I 
have found no explanation is that the 
Ferns attacked by tlie beetles, apart from 
the indication already given, often betray 
their presence by tbe fronds, even un¬ 
damaged ones, becoming of a very pale, 
whitish green throughout, but resume their 
normal colour very soon after the Weevil 
is destroyed. Ill leasts of eases, indeed, 1 
have found the Weeyils solely by virtue of 
this change of colour. C. T. D. 
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VEGETABLES. 

FORCING SBAKALE. 

Tins is more readily forced tlrun Aapara- 
mis, and much less costly to grow, ns ex¬ 
cellent roots for forcing may Is- obtained 
in six months from the time of planting 
the sets. If plants for forcing are not 
grown at home the cost of the best grown 
roots is not great. Sea kale is now grown 
in large quantities for the purpose. 
Forcing is very simple, hut, unlike Aspara¬ 
gus, Sea kale needs growing In the dark to 
get the lest blanched top, and though 
usually grown in a Mushroom-house it will 
force readily on pijies or flues if placed in 
a box and kept covered. It is ail excellent 
plan to place roots when trimmed of all 
side roots in a box 12 inches or 15 inches 
in depth. The roots are then covered with 
Cocoa nut film; or line leaf-soil to about 
1 inches or more, and a lid oil tile box 
kee)*! the plants close. The warmth from 
the flue or pipes forces up the Kale ill 
three or four weeks. For later supplies 1 
have placed it under stages and well 
covered it to keep it dark. Treated thus 
the Kale will need six weeks without 
liottom heat, hut the quality will be good, 
and it is an easy matter to make succession 
crops. Another good plan is to place a 
number of roots in a huge pot, till In the 
mots with fine soil, and place the plants in 
a warm spot, at the same time placing an 
empty l*>t over the one witli the roots to 
keep the crowns quite dark. 

Sea kale may also be forced in its grow¬ 
ing quarters. Here pots or covers of some 
kind are employed, these being placed over 
the roots where growing. The most im¬ 
portant iHiint in the forcing is not to over¬ 
heat at the start. Itank fresh manures 
cause much steam, the plants refuse to 
move, or if they do the tops decay badly. 
Far better use less beating manure, or 
mix leaves with the manure. Failing 
leaves use plenty of long litter,, and thus 
secure slow fermentation. Hoots forced in 
the open are not rendered useless like lifted 
ones, and the Kale grown til us is of better 
quality. For late supplies merely cover 
the roots with soil taken from between the 
lines, placing this to a depth of 18 inches 
and the same width, not using covers 
This gives a supply from March to May. 

S. 


POTATOES ON NEW ALLOTMENTS. 


It is fair to assume that the bulk of those 
who enter on new allotments this year will 
desire to grow Potatoes. Whether the 
Hoard of Agriculture will lie able to make 
such arrangements as will ensure everyone 
being able to procure seed at a reasonable 
rate remains to be seen. At the time of 


writing (end of December) prices for ordi 
nary sorts art; greatly in excess of pre-war 
rates, or even lust season’s prices. One 
thing may bo reckoned on, there will bo 
more Potatoes grown in this country than 
ever before, ami the proposal of certain 
town councils to purchase in bulk and re¬ 


tail to bond fiife allotment-holders is one to 
be commcuded. 

There are one or two points I would im¬ 
press on those “ fresh in the field ” in re¬ 
gard to culture—one is to deeply dig the 
soil and leave it rough until planting time 
arrives, and tlic other is to allow plenty of 
room between sets and rows. For early 
Potatoes 9 inches between the sets and 
2 feet between the rows should be regarded 
as the minimum. This will leave room in 
alternate rows for tile planting of winter 
greens. As regards late sorts a space of 
‘Si inches, or even .‘Ml inches, between the 
rows Is none too much where varieties like 
King Edward or Great Scot are grown, 
Whilst n foot from sot~t» set should|be the 
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rule. Nothing must be planted between 
late Potatoes. It does not result In any¬ 
thing satisfactory, and only robs the soil 
of tlie nutriment the Potatoes should have. 
At the commencement of a season 27 inches 
seem a deal of s]iace to allow between 
rows, but ns the haulm becomes strong and 
big the wisdom of giving Potatoes plenty 
of room to develop is clear. There is 
nothing gained by overcrowding anything, 
least of all Potatoes. Woodbastwick. 


METHODS OF TRENCHING. 

Mu. E. II. Jenkins writes, in a recent issue 
of the Gardeners’ Chronicle, upon a 
method of trenching which he “hit on’’ 
a number of years ago while breaking up 
an old pasture. This was, briefly, to 
divide the quarter into half, and lay the 
opening taken out from one half adjacent 
to tile other, in order to save the time 
and labour involved in transferring the 
whole width of the opening from the top to 
the liottom of the piece being dealt with. 
The idea Is, admittedly, a good one, and 
one to be commended, but surely it did not 
bike much ingenuity to “ hit on ” it. 1 
can assure Mr. Jenkins that the practice 
has been followed from time immemorial 
iu Scottish gardens ; and any outside fore¬ 
man in charge of such a piece of work 
would never dream of beginning the work 
in any other way. As a matter of fact, a 
few years ago I determined to break up 
a similar piece of ground as that to which 
Mr. Jenkins refers and which was 50 yards 
in length by about 20 yards in width, for 
tlie purpose of Potato growing. I sent 
three young men to tlie work without any 
further instructions than that the quarter 
was to be trenched as quickly and as well 
as possible. Going along a few hours 
afterwards, I found, as 1 had expected, 
that they had “ hit on ” the method de¬ 
scribed by Mr. Jenkins. Indeed, it would 
have been surprising had thpy done any¬ 
thing else, for in Scottish gardens a know¬ 
ledge of correct digging and trenching, and 
the best and speediest way of doing the 
same, are inculcated from the apprentice¬ 
ship days, and a good spadesman is con¬ 
sidered of as much value as a good plants- 
rnan or a good fruit-grower. 

A Scottish Gardener. 


ROTATION OF VEGETABLE CHOPS. 
In all well-appointed gardens special atten¬ 
tion should be paid to this important sub¬ 
ject, for by so doing the soil can be made 
to yield a greater return for tlie labour ex¬ 
pended upon it. If one kind of vegetable 
lie grown on the same plot for several 
years in succession it has a tendency to ex¬ 
haust the soil of one or more of Ihe ele¬ 
ments that constitute tlie plant’s food. 
With cure and knowledge of the qualities 
of the land, one kind of crop may be grown 
successfully in tile same place lor several 
years in succession. This, however, en¬ 
tails a considerable amount of labour and 
exiiense, for tlie soil must be supplied witli 
similar quantities of tlie different kinds of 
food on which the plants that have been 
grown on it were built up, so that tlie 
cultivator would lie required to know how 
much of each had been taken away that 
lie might replace them in order to ensure 
success. By a judicious variation of crops 
the difficulty is to some extent overcome, 
as all kinds of vegetables do not consist of 
the same compounds. As an example, we 
will take a crop of 

Peas. All gardeners know' that if these 
be sown a sufficient distance apart, so that 
the sun and air may have free access to 
both sides of the rows, the produce will lie 
greater than if they were sown close to¬ 
gether. Why is this? The reason is lie- 
cause there is not sufficient food within tlie 
reach of the roots to supply them all. 


Another is because, owing to the plants 
being so close together, the foliage is not 
able to expand, and if there be no exclu¬ 
sion of the leaves there is no root action; 
therefore, it is beneficial to the Peas to be 
sown a greater distance apart than is 
usually allowed them. Some will say this 
is a waste of groumj; so it would lie if no 
crop were grown between, but we must 
take care that what is sown or planted be¬ 
tween the rows of Pens does itot interfere 
with that which is to succeed. Lettuce, 
Spinach, and Radishes are all crops that 
may with safety lie grown, for they occupy 
the ground but a very short time, and are 
usually ready for use long before the Peas, 
and after they are cleared off the spaces 
may lie used for Celery. I usually sow all 
Pens iu tlie open quarters 7 feet apart, two 
rows of some dwarf crop being grown be¬ 
tween them. This is cleared off before it 
is time to plant the Celery. The soil being 
turned over so mueli with taking out the 
trenches, eurlliing and lifting the crop, it 
Will lie in good condition, especially if it be 
laid up rough for it few weeks, for Carrots, 
Onions. Parsnips, anil Beet. As all these 
ero|w remain on the ground for a consider¬ 
able time ami all require deep cultivation, 
no better place could lie found for them. 
The Onions being the first to la; cleared 
off, tlie following season their place can be 
occupied with Cabbages, ou which plot 
they usually grow well. The Cabbages are 
afterwards succeeded by Potatoes, the 
manure for this crop being dug in during 
tlie autumn after the other has been 
cleared away. Broccoli. Brussels Sprouts, 
and Cauliflowers should all have u change 
of ground each season. If Potatoes.follow 
Carrots and Parsnips, then any of tlie 
Ilrassica tribe may succeed these. 

Where the garden has to be heavily 
cropped and every foot of it put to some 
use, it is well to take account beforehand 
wlint crops and how much of each it is in¬ 
tended to grow, so that when the time 
conies round for planting or sowing there 
may be no difficulty in having a plot ready 
for the seed. Sea kale and Asimragus are 
crops that trouble some gardeners very 
much, for where a quantity of these lias 
to be lifted each year for forcing, much 
ground has to be occupied in growing the 
necessary supply of roots. For the former 
a good open piece of ground that has not 
been previously carrying any kind of 
Brassiea is needed, and on close heavy 
hind special preparations must bo made 
for the Asparagus, or it will not do well. 

II. 


QUALITY IN POTATOES. 

The first aim of a Potato-grower should 
be to obtain quality, and iu the selection 
of varieties this should receive considera¬ 
tion. Speaking of varieties of Potatoes, 
one has to admit that their name is legion, 
and year after year new sorts—many of 
them, perhaps, only so-called—are placet! 
on the market. Considering this, it is a 
wonder that the whole thing is not iu a 
state of chaos and that varieties have not 
got mixed up in a perplexing medley. But 
such is not the case, and the reason'is, I 
think, that out of the almost unlimited 
number of varieties in existence there is 
only a small proportion iiosseseing good all¬ 
round qualities, and these have got a firm 
hold on public favour. The few leading 
varieties of both early and main-crop Pota¬ 
toes are known and grown in every county 
and nearly all localities, which proves thut 
if a Potato iiossessos good quality it is cer¬ 
tain lo become popular. Nor is a tuber of 
this character long in gaining public 
favour, and if an illustration lie wanted, 
take the well-known variety Up-to-date, 
than which iierhaps no main-crop sort en¬ 
joys a wider popularity. It would—lie 
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interesting to know how many new varie¬ 
ties of Potatoes have been put on the 
market since Up-to-date was introduced, 
and how far the majority have succeeded 
in gaining public favour. 

Admitted, then, that there are only a few 
really popular Potatoes, the advisability of 
introducing so many, new sorts may be 
questioned. The argument is quite feasi¬ 
ble, and it is an open question whether we 
are not getting too many named sorts of 
Potatoes, because numbers of them have so 
great a similarity that it would puzzle an 
expert to tell the difference. Considering 
the tendency there is to swell the already 
large Potato family with varieties that may 
or may not be distinct or new, it is quite 
time some means was adopted to put a 
check on the output. The existence of any 
variety of Potato has a limit according to 
its constitution. The best of Potatoes, 
however, perform a double office, for not 
only do they provide us with a staple food 
during their existence, but they are the 
parents of'the standard sorts which follow 
them. If support is needed to the state¬ 
ment that even the beet of Potatoes do not 
last indefinitely it can readily be found. 
Think of the grand old varieties which 
were popular say a quarter of a century 
ago. Referring to Potatoes that are on the 
wane, take Magnum Bonum, which still 
lias many supporters. At one time this 
was the most popular main-crop Potato in 
cultivation, but the same cannot be said of 
it now, and the reason is that it has lost 
som^of the high qualities it once possessed. 
In some districts where Magnum Bonum 
was the staple variety it is hardly grown 
at ail; it is slowly following in the wake 
of other good sorts. 

In the raising of Potatoes too much at¬ 
tention is given to appearance, and not 
enough to quality and productiveness. The 
monster tuber is not encouraged in the best 
gardens, and rightly so. We all know the 
value of an even tuber possessing no deep 
eyes, but this is not everything in a Potato, 
and tubers that are nice to look at in¬ 
variably take first prize irrespective of 
their eating qualities and cropping. At 
present there is no other standard for ad¬ 
judicating prizes for Potatoes except ap¬ 
pearance, and this accounts for many 
sterling varieties never being seen on the 
show-board. We hear of this or that 
Potato being a good exhibition variety, and 
why? Simply because it presents an at¬ 
tractive appearance, and to the worship of 
this, quality is sacrificed. Growers can 
soon find out the sorts that are profitable, 
the worn-out, inferior, and synonymous 
varieties being weeded out anil only the 
best quality varieties grown. " G. 


PLANTING POTATOES ON MEADOW 
LAND. 

I HAVE been negotiating for a small piece of 
land, and, unfortunately, it haa taken some 
time to do this. The ground in question is a 
piece of a meadow, the soil light and sandy. 
As soon as possible I propose to double 
trench, and will no doubt have to plant the 
seed Potatoes almost immediately. Would, you 
advise taking precautions against wireworms, 
and, if so, what ? Someone advised planting 
tlie seed 18 inches apart and € inches deep, 
and not to earth up. Labour being 6o difficult 
to obtain, this commends itself to me for that 
reason, but what would be the objections, if 
any, to this way of cultivation?— -R. M. Beach. 

[There is urn pie time before planting 
need be thought of, as the middle of April 
would, seeing that the preparation of the 
land in your case will be unavoidably de¬ 
layed, be quite early enough. When the 
weather breaks proceed to manure aud 
trench tile ground as you propose, burying 
the turf in the lower trench. With re¬ 
gard to insect there aremilmost sure 

Digitized by CjOOglC 


to bo some of these present in the soil, 
especially wireworms, to combat which 
either dress it with one of the soil dis¬ 
infectants or take one bushel of air-slaked 
lime, half tiiat quantity of salt, mix both 
together and strew enough of the mixture 
on the surface of each spit, before digging, 
to whiten the soil. Mix these ingredients 
as intimately as possible witti the soil as 
digging proceeds. If the varieties of 
Potatoes you intend growing are “ earlies ” 
or secoud “earlies” the rows may be IS 
inches apart, but if main crop or late sorts 
they should not be less than 2 feet in the 
first ease and from 2J feet to 3 feet in the 
latter. The sets in the case of earlies and 
second earlies should be planted from 
9 inches to 12 inches apart in the rows, 
according to size, and not less than 15 
inches apart in all other cases. From 
1 inches to 5 inches is quite deep enough to 
plant the tubers in the drills. With re¬ 
gard to not moulding, you can hardly ex- 
Iitcf good results if you omit to do this. 
You will probably he able to find someone 
to do it w'hen the time arrives, and even if 
you have to give a high rate of wage for 
it to be done it will in the long run pay to 
do so.] 

THE CULTIVATION OF EARLY PEAS 
AND POTATOES. 

Now that so much attention is centred on 
home-grown vegetables, this is a favour¬ 
able opportunity to point out the great 
value of warm, suuny borders, more 
especially under walls, for the earliest 
supplies of Peas and Potatoes. For¬ 
tunately, these two most useful of all gar¬ 
den crops may be grown together on the 
same border, and by arranging them on 
the following plan they may be grown to 
the mutual advantage of one another. The 
rows should run due north and south. Un¬ 
less the wall happens to be facing due 
south, this will necessitate arranging the 
rows in a slanting direction, but, after all, 
there is no reason why the rows in a 
border should run at right angles to the 
wall or pathway save for the convention¬ 
alities which so often dominate the kitchen 
garden. The advantage of having rows 
due north and south is that the crops may 
have the full benefit of the sun’s rays, and 
if the border is made to slope to the south, 
so much the better for early crops. There 
i > another advantage in placing the rows 
in tliis way, for the early Peas in parallel 
rows afford protection to the Potatoes 
from frost and from the cold east winds. 
Every gardener knows that damage to 
plants by frost is greatly increased by the 
bright morning sun which usually follows 
a frost at night, and if the Potato tops are 
only shaded for the first few hours they 
may escape. This is where the rows of 
early Peas are so very helpful to the Pota¬ 
toes, for by sowing Peas at every fourth 
or fifth row they will give shelter to the 
Potatoes from the east winds and provide 
just the shade from the sun which is so 
much needed on frosty mornings. Let it 
not be thought that the Peas will afford 
nil the protection necessary to keep off the 
frost from the Potatoes. Sufficient dry 
litter should be kept close at hand to give 
a light covering to the rows on the ap¬ 
proach of frost, removing it as soon as 
danger is over. Frame lights may also be 
used to cover Potatoes, but they should 
not be kept over the Potatoes too long. 
Potatoes may be hud from warm borders 
in the open by early June without the 
labour and exi>ense of forcing. 

The novice is apt to make the mistake of 
earthing up tire rows too early and too fre¬ 
quently; that is, before the green leaves 
have hud a proper chance of seeing day¬ 
light. This weakens the plants .—Country 
Life. 


Potatoes on the same plot year after 
year. —The idea that it is necessary that 
Potatoes must have an annual change of 
site is no longer held. I have cropped a 
7-acre plot for seven consecutive years, 
with Potatoes. Lust season there was 
but a minimum of diseased tubers on this 
particular plot. The tubers were some¬ 
what small, occasioned mainly by the dry 
weather experienced during May, Juno, 
July, and August, as well as a generally 
cold, sunless summer. I am now preparing 
this same plot for another crop during the 
coming season by giving it a good dressing 
of farmyard manure, ploughing it in at 
once. An allotment-holder in this parish 
has grown on his plot Potatoes uninter¬ 
ruptedly for fifty-three years, and with 
good results. Directly the crop is cleared 
tlie haulm and any diseased tubers should 
at once lie burnt; the land at once dug 
over, leaving the surface as rough as possi¬ 
ble. In stiff land, what animal manure is 
used should be dug iu in the autumn. In 
tlie case of light loam or sandy soil the 
manure can lie added at planting time 
equally well. The all-important i>oint lies 
in the management of the soil. If allowed 
to remain in tlie same condition as left 
when tlie Potatoes were dug until planting 
time comes round again I do not wonder, 
then, under such conditions a change ol 
site is necessary.—E. M., Hants. 

Liquid manure.—An answer to a corre¬ 
spondent in the issue of January 27th 
(page 55) recommending tlie use of liquid 
manure for fruit-trees during winter leads 
me to say that it is equally valuable in 
other ways, even at that season. Where 
there is a plentiful supply in the tank at 
that time, if it be thrown freely upon 
ground which has been (lug, its effects will 
lie noticed upon tlie crops which the 
quarter so treated carries during the 
following season. I can, from experience, 
recommend the winter use of liquid manure 
upon tlie ground intended for Onions, 
Carrots, Celery, Parsnips, and Beet. In 
addition, it will be found that Lettuces, 
and, in fact, saladings generally, will be 
crisper and more succulent when grown 
upon soil which has been repeatedly 
drenched, when vacant, with liquid 
manure. —Kirk. 

Asparagus. -Whether the crowns are lifted 
and foroed in frames or grown permanently 
in pits and forced where grown, less time will 
now be required after starting before the pro¬ 
duce is ready for use. As the days lengthen 
and sunheat becomes more powerful the 
crowns will start the more readily and lees 
warmth be needed, but so long as the weather 
remains cold the renovation and maintenance 
of a good heat in the linings and beds must 
have strict attention. It is always a good plan 
to have a heap of fermenting materials in re¬ 
serve for this purpose. If the heads are re¬ 
quired t-o he blanched daylight must be ex¬ 
cluded from the frames or pits by covering 
the sashes with mats or litter, tilting the lights 
a little at the back, both to allow steam to 
escape and to prevent the produce becoming 
w-eak and drawn. 

Potato Great Scot.—There are 60 many 
varieties of Potatoes now that amateurs are 
sometimes at a loss to know which to grow. 
I can recommend this one as a second-early or 
mid-season variety. It thrives very well in the 
strong coal-measure soil so abundant round 
mining districts. It is a round variety, a 
heavy cropper, and cooks well. It is one of 
the sorts recommended by the Board of Agri¬ 
culture as being resistant to wart disease.— 
E. T. Ellis, Sheffield. 

Index and Binding Cases for completed 
Volume. -The Index to Volume XXX VIII. of Garden* 
ino Illustrated is now ready 1 price 3d., post free S\l.}. 
The Binding Case for the same volume is also available 
f price Is. Gd., by post Is. Gd./. The Index and Binding 
Case can be obtained from any newsagent, or from the 
Publisher, G3, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, IV. C. If ordered 
together, the price of the Index and, Binding Case it Is., post 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR, GARDENING. 

Is bloom February 13th. — Erica carnea (in 
variety), Erica mediterranea hybrida, and E. 
lusitanica. 

The week's work. —Up to the time of writing 
it has not been possible to resume outeide 
work. The mo6t severe frosts in this locality 
were on the 6th and 7th, when 25 degs. and 
26 degs. were registered. There are now eigne 
of a change, and as soon ae a thaw takee place 
everything poeeible must be done to make up 
arrears of work. In the rock garden it will 
be necessary to examine the various plants, 
and make firm any that may have been dis¬ 
turbed by the frosts. Remove tree leaves and 
litter from about the plants, as, if allowed 
to remain, they may cause them to damp off. 
Hardy plants, including freshly-propagated 
stock which have been wintered in cold- 
frames, will be planted out at the first oppor¬ 
tunity. Thoee of a delicate nature will not be 
planted until the end of March or eiyly in 
April. Advantage must be taken of every 
favourable opportunity to complete the manur¬ 
ing and digging of herbaceous borders. 
Michaelmas Daisies have been greatly im¬ 
proved during recent years, and no garden 
should be without them. A border should be 
set apart entirely for them and a careful 
selection made. The plants should be lifted 
annually, the spring being the best time, 
dividing and replanting on deeply dug ground 
which has been given a liberal dressing of 
rotten manure. A common mistake in re¬ 
planting is that of leaving the plants too 
large, portions that are capable of producing 
five or six strong growths being quite large 
enough. These should be planted not less than 
5 feet from plant to plant, the same distance 
separating the rows. The best effects are ob¬ 
tained in a border of considerable width. A 
background of shrubs or dwarf trees is suit¬ 
able, but the roots of trees should not be 
allowed to encroach on the soil wherein the 
Asters are planted. The plants will succeed in 
almost any aspect, but I prefer for them a 
south or south-west aspect. Many of the taller- 
? rowing varieties of the A. Novi Belgii and 
A. Novae Anglise sections should he placed well 
Hack amongst the shrubs, and for the promi¬ 
nent part of the border varieties of A. eri- 
oddes and A. cordifoliue are most suitable, as 
hfse species potweea the most graceful habit 
and flower very f reely. There are many excel¬ 
lent varieties, and to obtain the best effect 
ronsideration of colour must be given at the 
time of planting, as well as the height the 
varieties usually attain to. The following 
varieties are particularly handsome: Climax, 
a very strong grower, with large, clear-blue 
flowers fully 2 inches across; Mrs. F. W. 
Rayner, crimson flowers; Lustre, semi-double 
flower, rose colour; Hon. Edith Gibbs, pale 
blue. Bianca, white; Enchantress, white, pass¬ 
ing to pink; and cordifolius elegans, bright 
lilac. Plants of the A. A melius type are too 
•email for arranging with the other sections, 
ind are best given a position by themselves. 
They are very useful for cutting. A few of the 
best varieties in this section are: H. J. Cut- 
bosb, lilacea. Rosy Morn. Beaute Parfaite, and 
Beauty of Ronsdorf. Other species worthy of 
cultivation include A. aerie, A. diffusus hori- 
tontalis. A. turbinellue, and A. Tradeecanti. 
iroe of the latest to flower. Any varieties it is 
I wired to propagate, if divided now and potted 
into small pots, will make good plants for 
putting ont at a later date. They should be 
placed in a cold-frame and kept fairly close 
for a time. Seed may be sown at the present 
lime in boxes or pots filled with sandy soil, 
placing the receptacles in a gentle heat. Del- 
Phininms may be propagated by detaching the 
tide shoots as soon as obtainable and potting 
them up into 3-inch pots, placing these in a 
cold-frame which should be kept moderately 
d<w« until the cuttings have rooted. In 
wardens where space will allow, a border or 
large bed should be devoted to Phloxes, the 
noil for which cannot be too rich. If a large 
dock of varieties is available, planting may 
be proceeded with as soon as the 6oil is in a 
suitable condition, but if the stock is limited 
and the varieties choice, the best plan is to pot 
them ap. Quite email pieces, if placed in 
Mach pots as above advised for Delphiniums, 
will toon grow Into good plants. When plant- 
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ing, make clumps of each variety, arranging 
the clumps in an irregular fashion, employing 
six or seven plants in each clump. Plant 
firmly at a distance of 2 feet apart. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Lil/ord Hall Gardens, Oundle, Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Carnations.—Cuttings of the Perpetual- 
flowering varieties put in at the beginning of 
the year and subsequently should be potted off, 
if not already done, into small 60’s, doing this 
in the house in which they are standing to 
avoid giving them a chill. When finished, give 
them a light, warm position, aud when the 
roots have got a grip of the soil pinch out the 
points of the plants to make them break. 

Bedding Pelargoniums.—These should now 
be potted off into large 60-eized pots and stood 
close together for a time on the front stage of 
a recently started Peach-house or vinery 
should a more suitable place not be available. 
More space will be required for them when 
they become well rooted and new growth is 
being made. Plants intended for spring bloom¬ 
ing in pots will now need assistance in the 
shape of liquid-manure or an artificial ferti¬ 
liser. As the blooms commence to open the 
atmosphere of the house must be kept dry and 
buoyant, otherwise the petals will decay soon 
after they unfold- The blooming of the earliest 
struck plants now being over, fresh stock 
should be raised at once by making cuttings 
of all the well-ripened growths. Insert these 
singly in thumb pots, and put them into a 
heat of 60 degs. to 65 degs. to strike. Where 
appreciated, no more showy subjects can be 
grown for decoration, both in autumn and 
spring. Some of the old varieties yet remain 
unbeaten for freedom of blooming. 

Kitchen garden.—Digging has had perforce 
to be suspended, but the frozen condition of 
the ground has afforded an opportunity—which 
rarely happens—of carting manure direct to 
where wanted on the quarters without in any 
way damaging the surface. This, it need 
hardly be said, has saved a considerable 
amount of time in wheeling alone. 

Celery trenches.—If the ground is at liberty, 
the opening of the trenches now for part, if 
not all, of the crop will save much valuable 
time later on in the busy season. This does 
not by any means imply that the ground re¬ 
quired will be lying idle until it is time to 
plant the Celery, for such is not the case, as 
both the trenches and banks of 6oil between 
the trenches may in the meantime be used to 
advantage in the growing of other crops. The 
precise nature of the latter depends on the 
width of the trenches and the banks also. If 
the trenches are of a width to accommodate 
three and four rows of plants, the banks in the 
former instance may be sown with Peas grow¬ 
ing from 11 feet to 2 feet in height, and in the 
latter 3 feet to 4 feet in height. With trenches 
of less width the banks could then be utilised 
for a double row of Early Longrpod or 
Ma&agan Broad Beans, or for Spinach, Let¬ 
tuces—in fact, anything which will come off 
before the soil is required for the moulding 
up of the Celery. From the trenches a crop of 
Radishes, early Cabbage Lettuce, Spinach, etc., 
may be taken and then be cleared before re¬ 
quired for Celery. On stiff, heavy soils, the 
additional working of the soil which such a 
scheme entails would be of great advantage, 
as it would leave it in a free-working condi¬ 
tion for Celery planting. The proper width 
for taking out a trench to hold four rows of 
plants is 4£ feet, with a distance of 6 feet 
betw r een it and the next trench. For three 
row's of plants the trench should be 3i feet, 
and the intervening space between 5 feet. For 
a double row the trench should be 2i feet with 

4 feet between the trenches. Single-row 
trenches may be from 9 inches to 12 inches in 
width and 3 feet apart. The soil in any case 
should be dug out about 15 inches in depth, 
and after loosening the bottom put in a layer 
of good rotten manure 4 inches to 6 inches 
thick. If this is not at command, old Mush¬ 
room or hotbed manure may be used with 
equally good results. Place some 4 inches to 

5 inches in depth of the beet of the soil thrown 
out over the manure, after which make the 
surface of the banks level when all is in readi¬ 
ness for cropping when required. 


Pea sowing.—As soon ae the weather breaks 
and the soil has dried and in workable con¬ 
dition, a good sowing of Peas of two or three 
varieties to ensure a succession should take 
place, selecting warm, sheltered positions in 
each and every case. Spare no pains to make 
the sowing a success, even going to the length 
of placing some old potting compost or leaf- 
mould in the bottom of the drills before sow¬ 
ing. employing some of the same kind of 
material to cover the seed in with, also when 
the staple is of a cold, stiff and unkindly 
nature. 

Broad Beans.—A further sowing should take 
plaoe the first favourable opportunity. These 
succeed best in firm and heavy, rather than 
very light, soils. The latter should always be 
made a« firm as possible by well treading 
beforehand. Sow in double lines, dibbling the 
seeds in about 9 inches apart in the lines, 
allowing the same distance between the lines. 
These double lines should stand about 3 feet 
asunder. 

Seed sowing.—The severe weather will, it is 
feared, have worked great havoc with all kinds 
of green vegetable crops. Provision as far as 
possible should, therefore, be made to make 
good the lose by forwarding ae far ae can 
prudently be done plants of Cauliflowers and 
Cabbage already raised under glass. Where 
former advice on this point has not been acted 
upon, sow forthwith, not only the seeds pre¬ 
viously named, but Brussels Sprouts also. To 
help meet the shortage whioh is likely to re¬ 
sult, Seakale should, if crowns are available, 
be forced in larger quantities. 

Outdoor Seakale.—As soon as the weather 
becomes milder the latest lot of crowns should 
be covered down either w'ith ashes or fine soil, 
or whatever has hitherto been employed for 
the purpose. 

Apricots.—When warmer conditions prevail 
these will come on quickly— i.e., if the flower- 
buds have not suffered from the severe frosts 
already experienced, they being more sus¬ 
ceptible to injury after the turn of the year 
from this cause than the fruit-buds of any 
other kind of fruit-tree. In the meantime, 
whatever is usually employed to protect the 
trees should be overhauled and got in readi¬ 
ness for use at short notice. The copings can 
be got into position at once and made secure 
in case of rough weather intervening. If new 
poles are needed they should be procured and 
made ready by sharpening the butt ends and 
stripping off the bark after cutting all to the 
required length. During inclement weather 
the material used for protecting Peaches and 
other fruit-trees later on should be looked over 
and repaired if necessary. 

Plower garden.—Hard weather will provide 
an opportunity for cleaning out shrubberies— 
i.e., where the practice obtains of raking out 
the accumulation of leaves beneath the trees 
and shrubs. Pick out all sticks and foreign 
matter, and stack them in some out of the way 
place for future use. The sticks and rubbish 
can then be burnt, taking care of the ashes 
and storing them in a dry place if not re¬ 
quired for immediate use. Stakes required for 
the support of herbaceous and other plants 
during the summer should be looked over, re¬ 
sharpening all found worth using again this 
coming season. Manure intended for enriching 
flower beds, etc., in the spring, which can 
hardly be in too decayed and short a condition, 
will if carefully turned and stacked in a heap 
eventually be more suitable for the purpose 
than if left to chance. If there is an accumu¬ 
lation of rubbish this can either be turned or 
burnt, preferably the former if manure is 
scarce. Compost required for any purpose 
later on can also be made ready and placed 
under cover till wanted. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIE8. 

Early Vines have made sufficient growth to 
determine which shoots to leave and which to 
remove. On bright days, when the weather is 
mild, the Vines may be syringed gently and 
the paths damped at closing time. The mean 
temperature should be 60 degs. to 65 degs., but 
with sun heat it may rise to 75 deg# or 80 degs. 
On cold nights and during sunless days it is 
better to maintain the lower temperature than 
to resort to much Are heat. The admission of 
fresh air to fruit-houses during the early part 
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of the year requires great care. The foliage at 
this eeason is very tender, and is soon injured 
by careless ventilation. A change of air ia 
necessary at least once a day to ensure the 
proper development- of fruit and foliage, but 
it must be admitted in such a manner that the 
temperature of the house will not he suddenly 
lowered or cold draughts created thereby. In 
cloudy weather it is necessary to be always 
on the alert, opening or closing the ventilators 
at once on the appearance or disappearance of 
the sun, until the house is finally closed for the 
night. 

Late vineries may now be started. At first 
the sun's warmth will lie sufficient to start the 
buds into growth. On bright days syringe the 
rods, the walls of the house, and the borders 
twice daily, and carefully ventilate to prevent 
excessive warmth. Houses containing Ali¬ 
cante. Gres Col man. Lady Hutt, and Lady 
Downe’s will merely require to be kept closed 
at night, freely ventilating them during the 
day. Other conditions being favourable, the 
early growth promoted by these means will be 
satisfactory, and artificial warmth will not be 
necessary until the buds burst. Owing to the 
roots not becoming very active until leafage 
lias advanced, the borders, provided they are 
now moist, will not require watering until that 
stage is reached, but if dry, they should be 
given a- thorough soaking. 

Chrysanthemums that are rooted may he 
placed into frames as soon a* the weather will 
permit them to be moved, as they need more 
ventilation during favourable weather. The 
cuttings that- were rooted first may now be 
potted before tlie roots get entangled. For 
this first potting a mixture of loam, leaf- 
mould, and coarse sand ia suitable. This 
should be made moderately firm round the 
roots with the fingers. Place a small stake to 
each plant to secure it from injury. After 
potting, keep the frames closed for a few days, 
and if it is thought necessary lightly shade 
the plants until the roots have recovered. 
Keep the plants well exposed to the light and 
near to the glass, and do not use artificial 
heat unless it is to ward off frost. On the 
slightest siens of aphis th,e plants should be 
dusted with Tobacco powder or syringed with 
Quassia extract. Old plants of 
Fuchsias may now be pruned and cleaned, 
but do not repot them until they have started 
into growth. Place the plants in a warm- 
house and syringe them daily. Plants that 
were rooted last autumn should be kept 
growing steadily, repotting them as often as 
necessary. If the side growths are duly 
pinched, these plants will quickly make pyra¬ 
mids and flower during the coming summer. 

Kitchen garden.—The severe weather has de¬ 
layed outdoor operations, and this fact, will 
materially increase the pressure of work as 
soon as more favourable conditions prevail. 
All preparatory work, such as the provision of 
properly sharpened Pea-sticks, the examination 
of roots in the store, and the setting out of 
seed Potatoes, as before advised, should he 
seen to. In view of the general shortage of 
Potatoes, everyone should strive to have new 
tubers from the open ground as early in the 
season as possible; therefore, a small planta¬ 
tion should be made as soon after the end of 
this month as the ground is in a fit condition. 
If they can be planted under a south wall, and 
where some old potting soil can he used for 
covering, the yield of new tubers will be ad¬ 
vanced by ten days or even a fortnight. In 
damp or low-lying situations where frost is 
frequent, some covering material should be 
held in readiness so that it may be applied 
when necessary. 

Maincrop Onions.—If the ground for this 
crop was trenched and manured in winter, it 
only requires to be forked over in spring and 
allowed to remain until it i6 fairly dry, when 
it may be trodden, levelled, and raked over. 
These operations cannot be done successfully 
unless the ground as dry, therefor© it is better 
to defer sowing for a week or two if the 
weather is unsuitable. The seeds should be 
sown in shallow drills drawn at 18 inches 
apart, and covered carefully by pushing the 
soil from the sides of the drill with the feet. 
The ground should then be lightly trodden 
and raked over with a wooden rake, care 
!>©ing taken not to^istnrb the seeds. 
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Autumn-sown Onions should be planted out 
as soon as the state of the ground will permit. 
As soon as the plants are re-established they 
should be given an occasional dusting of soot, 
and the Dutch hoe worked between the rows 
occasionally to stir tlie surface soil. Autumn- 
sown Onions grow much larger and have a 
milder flavour than those raised in spring, 
and they come into use when Onions are 
scarce. Provided the ground is in a suitable 
condition, early varieties of 
Peas may be sown in quantity at the end of 
the month on ground which has been well pre¬ 
pared by trenching and manuring. Suitable 
varieties for this early sowing are Pilot, Early 
Giant. Early Marvel, Gradus, and First of All. 

Vegetable Marrows are generally much ap¬ 
preciated, and this vegetable lends itself 
readily to forcing. Seeds should be sown 
singly in 60-size pots and germinated in gentle 
heat. Endeavour to forward the development 
of the plants by placing them under portable 
frames on mild hotbeds, so that good crops 
may be cut from the middle of April onwards. 
When safe to do so, the frames can be re¬ 
moved and the plants top-dressed. These 
plants will be in full bearing when those of 
most persons are being planted, and will con¬ 
tinue to fruit until frost destroys them in the 
autumn. To be successful with 
Tomatoes in the open air, the plants must 
be in a forward condition when planted out. 
To obtain good plants for this purpose seeds 
should be sown at the end of the present 
month. A gentle bottom heat- will be neces¬ 
sary until the seedlings are well above the 
ground, at which Stage they should be placed 
as near the glass as possible. As soon as 
large enough to handle, pot them singly into 
3-inch pots, and when they have filled these 
yith roots, pot them again into 6-inch pots, 
so that, they will be good, strong plants show¬ 
ing flower when needed to put out in the last 
week of May or early in .June, according to 
the weather. Sunrise and Best of All are reli¬ 
able varieties for outdoor culture. 

F. W. Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Stock-taking.-At this season, and before 
propagation begins^ it is advisable to take 
stock of the plants in hand, and make an 
estimate of the probable numbers required of 
each variety. It may be assumed that, at 
any rate in many cases, there will not be the 
same quantities of certain subjects needed as 
was the case a few years ago; but, neverthe¬ 
less, an annual stock-taking has its advantages. 
It very often is obvious that a considerable 
number of plants may have become super¬ 
fluous. and can be quite well dispensed with. 
This results in more room being available for 
seedlings and young plants which require to 
be forwarded under glass, and I think it will 
be generally admitted that from now until 
May glasshouses and frames ore apt to be 
rather congested, if. indeed, they are not at 
times overcrowded. 

Propagation. The propagating-coee was in 
the course of the week thoroughly overhauled 
and cleaned. The material which had served 
during the past year was entirely removed and 
destroyed, the woodwork thoroughly scrubbed, 
and the glass washed. Nothing. I think, is 
superior for the pmpose of propagation to 
Cocoa-fibre. Almost everything seems to be 
suited by this material, and the cuttings 
readily emit roots in it. If a good bulk—say, 
about 8 inches in depth is used—a genial 
bottom heat is generated which assists in the 
early formation of roots, and the fibre, in ad¬ 
dition. can be kept in a suitable state of mois¬ 
ture with but little attention. It is of ad¬ 
vantage if hot-water pipes oan be used to 
supplement the natural heat of the fibre; and 
to this end, in my own case, a 3-inch flow and 
return pipe i6 led immediately beneath, but 
not in, the case. After cleaning and refilling 
were attended to, a beginning was made. An 
inventory of the various things already put in 
may remind others of something which they 
may have overlooked. The contents of the 
propagating case include cuttings of Begonia 
Gloire de Lorraine, B. metallica. B. G. de 
Sceaux, B. Weltonieneie, B. fucheioides, and B. 
Rex, Fuchsias, Salvias in variety, Dracaenas, 
Crotons, Eupatoriume, Petunias, Bryophyl- 


lums, Pandanus Yeitchi. Tradesoantias in 
variety, Campanulas, Libonia floribunda, 
Panicum. and the double blue Lobelia Kath¬ 
leen Mallard. As quickly as one batch is well 
rooted the young plants are removed, boxed or 
potted off, and replaced by others, until a 
sufficient quantity has been obtained. The 
pro pa gating-case is kept almost airtight, and 
the condensed moisture rubbed off the glass 
twioe daily. 

Gesneras.—As the latest, batch of these ie 
going <>ut of bloom, a beginning is being made 
with the potting of corms for the earliest dis¬ 
play of these useful plants. Corms are so 
freely produced that, unless it is desired to 
obtain a fresh strain, there is no need for 
sowing seed. In addition. Gesneras can quite 
readily be increased by leaf-cuttings to any 
extent. A good mixture for growing these 
things consists of fibrous loam and leaf-mould 
in equal proportions, with, of course, a suffi¬ 
ciency of coarse sand. 

Salntpaulia ionantha.—Young plants of 
this neat little blue-flowered plant have been 
potted up into 3-inch and 4-inch pots. These. 

I find, are quite large enough for them, and 
very effective pieces can be grown in such pots. 
Formerly, I need to grow them in shallow 
pans 6 inches in diameter, three plants to each 
pan; but occasionally they made too much 
leafage and the flowering of the plants seemed 
to be diminished. 

Nerines, which as yet show no symptoms of 
going to rest, are yet being regularly watered. 
Should it be necessary for any reason to divide 
or to repot, the work can be done quite safely 
now. The disturbance will hasten the resting 
time, and although it ie more customary to 
defer potting until the bulbs are dormant, in 
cases such as those referred to I have no hesi¬ 
tation in undertaking division or repotting at 
the present time. 

Hippeastrums.—These can now be shaken 
out, repotted, and set. to work. Much, of 
course, depends upon the time at which they 
are required, and if wanted early, given a 
moderate stove heat, they will be appreciably 
earlier than if grown in a greenhouse tempera¬ 
ture. It is always interesting to raise Hip¬ 
peastrums from seed, and seedling plants 
which have been kept slowly moving during 
the winter may now receive a shift into larger 
sized pots. Some seedlings turn out at times 
to be quite equal to expensive named sorts, 
and even the poorest of them is worth its place 
when a good strain of seed has been sown. 

Malmaison Carnations.—Although in the 
meantime the culture of these has been—it is 
hoped temporarily—given up, yet it. may not 
be out of place to say that young plants struck 
in autumn ought now to be in their flowering- 
pots. Generally speaking, pots 6 inches or 
6 inches in diameter will suffice. Let water be 
given sparingly, and grow* as coolly as pos¬ 
sible. Even if the thermometer goes a shade 
under 40 degs., no apprehension need be felt 
as to their safety. Plants which were grown 
in 5-inch or 6-inch pots last season may now 
be potted on into 8-inch pots. These will make 
fine pieces, and give a large number of blooms, 
useful alike for decoration or for cutting. 
Being liable to attacks of aphides, precau¬ 
tionary vaporising© are needful from time to 
time, and before the shoots spindle for flower¬ 
ing neat stakes should be plaoed in position 
and the spikes tied in as becomes necessary. 
This requires to be done carefully, for they 
are very brittle and easily broken. 

Stakes.—At the time of writing, this district 
is in the grip of a very severe frost, accom¬ 
panied by a chilling east wind, which has put 
an end to outdoor work of all kinds. Ad¬ 
vantage has been taken of this to cut a large 
number of stakes from an avenue of pollarded 
Plane-trees. These are cut to a length of from 
4 feet to 6 feet, and after being trimmed and 
pointed they are tied up into handy bundles. 
These stakes are chiefly used for Chrysanthe¬ 
mums in pots, and although they only endure 
for a single season, yet they are inexpensive, 
easily obtained, and serve the purpose well. 

Seed sowing.—A full sowing of Onion*— 
Cra nston’s Excelsior and A ilea- Craig—has 
been made under glass. A previous sowing—a 
small one—has germinated well, and the seed¬ 
lings will presently be fit for handling. At 
the same time a sowing of Leeks was put in—a 
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Seed Potatoes. 

Plaoe your Order at. once. There is not only a 
shortage of potatoes bvit a very much heavier 
demand than in any previous season, due to the 
exhortations of the Government and the Press to 
increase food production. 

KEDUCED PRICES TO ALLOTMENT HOL¬ 
DERS can be quoted when 5cwta. or more are 
ordered at one time. 

PRICES INCLUDE CARRIAGE on 281bs. or 
MORE. Offered subject to being unsold. 


EARLY. 

141b. 

281b. 

561b. 

Early Puritan .. 

.. 4/- 

7/9 

15/3 

Express (Sharpe's) 

.. 47 

W- 

17/9 

Queen Mary 

SECOND EARLY 

.. 4/- 

7/9 

15/3 

British Queen .. 

.. V- 

7/9 

15/3 

Epicure (Sutton's) 

.. 3 8 

7/3 

14/3 

Great Scott 

.. 4/11 

9/9 

19/- 

Lancashire Lass 

.. 4/- 

7/9 

15/3 

MAINCROP. 




Arran Chief 

.. 4/7 

9/- 

17/9 

Cheshire Champion 

.. 3/8 

7/3 

14/3 

Duchess of Cornwall .. 

.. 4/- 

7/9 

15/3 

Evergood. 

.. 38 

73 

14/3 

Factor . 

.. 4/- 

7/9 

15/3 

Cheshire Edward* 

.. 3/3 

6/3 

12/3 

Provost. 

.. 4/11 

9,9 

19/- 

TTp-to-Dat© 

.. 4/- 

7/9 

15/3 

SPECIAL OFFER OF SEED POTATOES. 


For the present, while stocks hold out, Bees TArt. 
will supply 141b. Early, 141b. Second Early. 28lb 
Maincrop, Bees' selection of varieties for 12 6, half 
quantity 7/-, double quantity (total lcwt.) 24/-, all 
carriage paid. 

When ordering, say whether Irish,- Scotch, 
I .Lincolnshire, or Cheshire-grown seed iR preferred. 
If no preference is stated, Bees Ltd. will send what 
is best suited to your locality. 

VEGETABLE SEEDS. 

’•A" Collection. A /#> Best Strains. 

13 Choice Vars. ■ / Post Free. 

Cabbage Lettuce, 1,500. Student Parsnip, 750. 
Curled Parsley, 1.000. Spring Cabbage, 600. 
Altrincham Carrot. 750. Pk. Celery, 2,500. 
Telegraph Cucumber. 2. Long Wh. Marrow, 12. 
Snowball Turnip, 2,000. Crini. Globe Beet, 200. 
Early Horn Carrot, 750. Lyon Leek, 400. 

Aiisa Craig Onions, 300 Seeds. 

"B" Allotment 1% /O 26 Varieties. 
Collection. Post Free. 

Ov» Lettuce, 1,000 s. Parsnip, 750 s. 

White Celery, 2,500 s. Champion Onion, 300 s. 
Broccoli, 350 s. Tomato, 50 s. 

Keeping Onion, 300 s. Aiisa Craig Onion, 300 s. 
I«eek, 400 *. Beet-root, 200 s. 

Turnip, 2,000 s. Carrot, 750 s. 

Spinach, ) oz Radish, 1,000 s. 

Rod Cabbage, 500 s. French Bean. 100 s. 

Bush Marrow, 12 s. Pickling Onion, 400 s. 
Sa»oy. 500 s. Brussels Sprouts, 400 s. 

Cauliflower, 300 s. Parsley, 1,000 s. 

I/mg Wh. Marrow, 12 s. Mustard, fc oz. 

White Turnip, 2,000 s. Cress, £ oz. 


"E" Allotment 0/0 26 Varieties. 

Collection. Post Free. 

Cos Lettuce, 1,000 a. Parsnip, 750 s. 

White Celery, 2,500 s. Champion Onion, 300 s. 
Broccoli, 350 a. Tomato, 50 s. 

Keeping Onion, 300 s. Aiisa Craig Onion, 300 s. 
i«eek, 400 «. Beet-root, 200 s. 

Turnip, 2,(WO s. Carrot, 750 s. 

Spinach, J oz. Radish, 1,000 s. 

Red Cabbage, 500 a. Frencli Bean, 100 s. 

Bush Marrow, 12 s. Pickling Onion, 400 s. 
Savoy. 500 s. Brussels Sprouts, 400 s. 

Cauliflower, 300 s. Parsley, 1,000 s. 

I/mg Wh, Marrow, 12 s. Mustard, oz. 

White Turnip, 2,000 a. Cress, $ oz. 

CHAMPACNE RHUBARB. 

These are specially prepared Sets of the best 
variety for outdoor culture. Strong Seta, 3/6 doz.; 
5 for 2'-. carriage paid. 

SWEET PEAS. 

*• Mersey ** Collection. A /Q 12 Varieties, 

15 Seeds Each. 1 / ^ Post Free. 

Bobbie's Cream. King White. 

Sunproof Crimson. Queen of Norway, mve. 

Royal Purple. Stevenson, orange. 

Rosa belie, rose. Hercules, pink. 

Barbara, salmon. America Spencer. 

R. F Felton, law. King Manoel, maroon. 


*' Liverpool" Collection. A A f| 6 Varieties. 

15 seeds each. ■ ■ s Post Free. 
Mrs. Cuthberteon, white. Edrom Beauty, orange. 
John Ingman, carmine. Dobbie’s Scarlet. 
Margaret Atlee. pink. Constance Hinton, white. 
BEES - LANCASHIRE'• COLLECTION, 15 need*. 

18 varieties, 23, post free. This collection con¬ 
sists of the 18 varieties named above, and one 
packet of Gypaophila elegans. 


FLOWER SEEDS. 

••O" Collection. A lt% Gutting or Border, 
13 Annuals. ■/“ Post Free. 

Sweet Sultan, 10Q b. Crlm. Eschscholzia, 500 s. 
Shirley Poppy, 1.000 s. Yel. Eechsoholzia, 1,000 s. 

i,.* Flax. 1.500 s. Blue Cornflower, 300 s. 

Pk Everlasting, 300 a Scotch Marigold, 280 s. 
Wh. Gypeophila, 1.000 8. GiantWh. Candy tuft, 200 s 
I inarm Excelsior, 1,000 s TricolourChrysant-s, 500 r. 
Dimorpholheca, 25 seeds. 

Similar Collections of Seeds, 1/2 each, post free. 
•C" Collection 13 Annuals for Sunny Positions. 
•*D" .. 13 „ Shady Positions. 

j * 13 „ ,, Cutting Ror. 

••H” 13 ,t Dwarf for Edging. 

• W " ,. 100 seeds each, 7 10-week Stocks. 

"If" „ packet each 13 Asters, 

uf*- tf packet each 13 Antirrhinums. 

CATALOGUE AND COLOUR CHART FREE 
Be sure to send your Order To-day or write for 
Catalogue and Natural Colour Chart of Sweet Peas 
Vegetables, and Flowers, gratia and post free 
Do St NOW. “ Lest you forget." 


178b, Mill St, 
LIVERPOOL. 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. ’ll 

! — 1 CARTERS TESTED SEEDS >- 


SOW VEGETABLE SEEDS 

oV the highest productive value. 

I “When it comes to production, every available square yard of land must 
| be made to produce food.”—Mr. LLOYD GEORGE, Dec, 10th, 1916. 

T T.T. TTSTTt. A TT!D OATALOGUR POST FBElEi. 

Seedsmen to ti.h I. the King. 

RAYNES PARK, LONDON, S.W. 

o , j 237 and 238, High Holborn, W.C. 
anc s j Q U e en Victoria Street, E.C. 



Burpee’s Seeds Grow 

'"THE truth of this famous slogan is proved by thousands of i 
* pleased and permanent customers. The Burpee Idea of m 
Quality First,—combined with efficient service has built the I 
World's Greatest Mail-Order Seed Business. Burpee’s Annual, I 
The Leading American Seed Catalog for 1917 is a I 
bright new book of 204 pages, in colors, and a Safe Guide to \ 
Success in the garden. Mailed free. Write for it today. 1 

W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO., Seed Growers. 

Burpee Buildings, Philadelphia, Pa., U. S. A, 
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Mrs. PYM’S FAMOUS PLANTS 

WINTERED IN OPEN FEN FIELD. 

ALL POST FREE. 

Sprlnor Cabbaffe. C’os and Cabbage Lettuce, Giant 
Rooca and Italian Tripoli Winter Onions, Pickling Cabbage, 
Perpetual Spinach, Is. 9d. 100. 

Alisa Craig Onions. 2s. 3d. loo. 

Wallflowers, is. 9d. loo; l(k 1,000. 

Rhubarb, bent red, 3-year-old roots, 6, la 
Seakale. large roots, 6, la. 

STRONG PLANTS FOR COOL HOUSE. 

Herbaceous Calceolarias, gran i strain, 6, 10d. Primula 
obconica, new large hybrids, 6, r l. Hardy Primulas in 
bud, malaooides, denticulata, kewei*is, flora bund a, 4, 10d. 
Cauliflower plants from cold frame, 50, Is. 6d.; 100, 2s. 6d. 

Many thousand plants now ready. Hardy Perennials, 
Spring Bedding Plants, Greenhouse and Vegetable Plants. 
CATALOGUE FREE. 

MRS. PYM, F.R.H.S., 

2, Vine House, Woodstone, Peterborough. 

RELIABLE VEGETABLE SEEDS. 

Sample prices for specially selected stocks from 
1917 Catalogue. 

PEAS. Hut. Pint. 

English Wonder 9d Fillbasket.9d 

William 1st.. .. lOd Autocrat .10tl 

Thomas Laxton lOd Veitch’s Perfection.. lOd 

BEANS. 

Harlington Broad 6d Johnson's Wonderful 8d 
Scarlet Runner .. Is Painted Lady.. .. lOd 

Dwarf Canadian Wonder, selected .9d 

Beet. Broccoli. Cabbage, Carrot, Kale, 
Lettuce, Leek, Savoy, Sprouts. 

All from 6d. per oz. 

Onion, 8d per oz. Aiisa Crate: and Cranston's 
Excelsior, Is. 8d. oz.; 6d. per pkt. 

Radish, 2d. oz. Spinach and Turnip, 3d. oz. 
Shallots, 6d. lb. Carriage paid. 

SEED POTATOES. Scotch and Licolnshire grown, 
one year from Scotland. 

CHOICE FLOWER SEEDS. 
Descriptive Catalogue enumerating over 3,000 species 
and varieties free on application to 

THOMPSON & MORGAN, 

Seed Establi shment, IPSWICH. 

RHODODENDRONS. 

Alexander Dancer, bright rose. 

Caractaeus, rich purplish crimson. 

Charles Diclcens, scarlet, fine. 

Charles S. Sargent, tine bright scarlet. 
Edward S. Band, rich scarlet. 

Everestianum, rosy lilac. 

Lady Eleanor Cathoart, pale rose, spotted. 
Lady Grey Egerton, silvery pearl. 

Mrs. R. S. Holford, salmon. 

Mrs. Milner, crimson, fine. 

Old Port, plum colour. 

Purity, white, budded plants 

One each of above, 11 to 2ft., at 20s. the doz. 

One each of above, 2 to 2&ft., at 30s. the doz. 
RZOBJLZtD OOLLTHR, 
Nurseryman, 

HORSELL, WOKING, SURREY. 


LINCOLNSHIRE GROWN 

SEED POTATOES 

Everyone interested in Potatoes should try 
these four new varieties. 

LIGHTON’S “ EARLIEST OF ALL " 6/- 

LIGHTON’S “SUCCESS” - - 5/- 

LIGHTON’S “FLOURBALL” - - 5 - 

UCHTON’S “MASTERPIECE” - 5-. 

(This is the largest tmtato grown.) 

All per 14 lbs. The four varieties for 20s. on rail, carriage 
forward. Full illustrated list i*o*t free. 

5 / WONDERFUL £ / 

J - TRIAL COLLECTION 3/- 

Seeds and Seed Potatoes. 

Contains 1 lb. each Lines, grown Seed Potatoes, Sharpe s 
Express, Early Eclipse, King Edward, and the new “Arran 
Chief." Large pockets each 3 best Marrow Peas. Dwarf and 
Tall Beans, Spinach. Onion. Giant Lyon Iieek, Parsnip, 
Carrot., Mustard, Radish. Cress, Turnip, Cauliflower, B. 
Sprouts. Cabbage. Savoy, Lettuce, Beet. Parsley, Cucumber. 
Marrow, 6 packets Flower Seeds, also free for trial, packet. 
Lighton’s new Maincrop Tomato t and Giant Spencer Sweet 
Peas, with instructions, 58. carriage paid. 

_ •- 

2/6 Sweet Pees. 2/6 

12 Giant Spencer Varieties. 

Dobbie’s Cream, Elfrida Pearson, Hercules, King Manoel, 
King White. Mrs. O. W. Breadmore, New Miriam Beaver, 

R. F. Felton, Maud Holmes, Royal Purple, Rosabelle, 
ltbt. Sydenham. 

25 seeds each above 12 Giant Spencer varieties for 28. 6d.; 

12 seeds each, 1». 6d.; mixed, ML oz. Postage 2d. 

BARGAIN LISTS (Illustrated) — SEEDS. 
ROSES, SEED POTATOES, ROCK AND 
HARDY PLANTS, FRUIT TREES, post free. 

AMBROSE LIGHTON, 

17, KIRT0N, BOSTON, LINCS. 

PROTECT YOUR GARDENS.—SX? .Eg 

small mesh ; will not rot. As supplied by me to the Royal 
Gardens. 100 yds. by 1 yd., 5s.; by 2 yds., 10s. Any length 
or width supplied. Carriage paid.—H. J. GA8SON, The 
Net Works, Rye. ______ 

The latest day for receiving Advertisements 
|s FRIDAY. 9 «un|. 
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rather limited one, which will be supple¬ 
mented by another in a fortnight’s time. 
Leeks, if sown too early, are inclined to bolt 
prematurely, so that more reliance is placed 
upon plants from the later sowing. At the 
same time, a pinch of Celery seed was sown. 
The resulting seedlings, however, will be 
merely used for seasoning or flavouring. 
More Potatoes have been boxed, and tubers for 
home use, now beginning to eliow eigne of 
growth, were picked over and cleared of 
shoots. W. McGupfog. 

Balmao Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

February 13th, 1917. 

The fortnightly meeting held on this date 
was also the occasion of the annual meet¬ 
ing of the Society, which in normal times 
has been largely responsible for a consider¬ 
able increase both in the number of ex¬ 
hibits and visitors. On the present occa¬ 
sion these were not forthcoming owing to 
the continued severity of the weather. At 
the same time, quite an interesting lot of 
exhibits was on view, that of dried Grasses 
from Mr. .T. MacDonald being one of the 
most instructive and unusual. Orchid ex¬ 
hibits were particularly good, and con¬ 
tained many choice things. Apples from 
Crawley demonstrated how well these had 
been stored. An exhibit of winter-flower¬ 
ing Sweet Peas attracted attention. 
Hardy plants were represented by Iris 
tingltana and a select form of Tulipn 
Kaufmannlana, both having been gently 
forced. 

HARDY PLANTS. 

On the present occasion two or three 
small exhibits of hardy plants were staged, 
that of chief interest coming from Mr. 
Herbert Chapman, Rye, whose exhibit of 
some twenty pots of Tulipa Kaufmanniann 
Ryeensis attracted attention. The variety 
is a particularly bold and striking one, the 
stock tlie result of a single bulb selected 
fifteen years ago. In scarlet and cream, it 
was highly attractive. In the open, the 
species flowers in March ; indeed, it is one 
of the earliest to expand—those now re¬ 
ferred to having l>oon given greenhouse 
treatment. Iris Krelagei, a variety of 
Freesias, and a number of seedling Daf¬ 
fodils raised from King Alfred were also 
from tlie same source. The most beautiful 
subject, however—not hardy, of course— 
was the new Freesia La France, which 
gained an Award of Merit. Pots of Tris 
tingltana from Messrs. Barr and Sons 
demonstrated the responsiveness to artifi¬ 
cial bent of this handsome bulbous species. 
The flowers are blue, with conspicuous 
gold crests. Polyanthuses in bloom, 
largely of the blue-flowered set, were con¬ 
tributed by Messrs. .T. Cheal and Sons. 
The collection of dried Grasses from Mr. 
.T. MacDonald, Hnri>enden. was of quite a 
unique character, some sixty or more of 
tlie most valuable and useful sorts being 
shown mounted on cards. Bunches of a 
selection of the more important occupied a 
centre position. 

GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 

The most interesting exhibit in this sec¬ 
tion was a small one of winter-flowering 
S?I>encer Sweet Peas (Morse’s strain), so 
largely grown for winter blooming in the 
United States. We believe this to be the 
first occasion of their being shown so 
early on this side of the Atlantic, hence 
their appearing amid such wintry condi¬ 
tions. and, having developed during the 
most sunless season of the year, they were 
in tlie nature of a revelation. They were 
not, if need hardly lie said, the Sweet Peas 
that we are accustomed to see in May or 
July, though with more congenial weather 
conditions they would doubtless have been 
much better. Sevensvarleties were staged, 

Coe gle 


Messrs. Dobbie and Co. being the exhi¬ 
bitors. A considerable grouping of forced 
Hyacinths and Daffodils, the first-named 
in red, white, and blue varieties, was pre¬ 
sented by Mr. ,T. Simmonds. The spikes 
were of moderate size. A few pots of 
Tulips were also noted. Carnations were 
from two sources—Messrs. Stuart Low and 
Co. and Messrs. Allwood Brothers. The 
firm first named had their novelties Coun¬ 
tess of Wilton and Red Ensign, the former 
one of the so-called art shades not easily 
described. The latter is quite a good light 
scarlet. Eileen (clear salmon-pink), also 
a novelty, and of an exquisite shade, in 
our opinion was the best thing in a rather 
large selection. In Messrs. Allwood’s 
group the white ground fancy Highland 
Lassie was tlie most telling novelty. The 
ground colour is very pure, the petals of 
firm substance. Enchantress Supreme, 
Salmon Enchantress, and Triumph (a fine 
crimson) were also noteworthy. 

ORCHIDS. 

By far the most interesting and attrac¬ 
tive group of these was that from Messrs. 
Armstrong and Brown, who contributed, 
among many others, foot-wide pans of the 
rarely-seen Epldendnnns iiolybulbum and 
E. p. album, sub-prostrate species of but 
a few inches high. Another rare kind was 
Maxillaria sanguinea, whose hooded car¬ 
mine-red flowers, with brown sepals, 
nestle near the Ikiso of a thin tuft of Carox- 
like leafage. The gems of the group, how¬ 
ever, from the commercial standpoint, 
were the new Odontoglossums, one of 
which—O. Aleibiades—secured a preli¬ 
minary card of commendation. It is 
almost wholly blotched deep chocolate, 
this being relieved by thin, irregular 
white lines. Others of note were O. 
Victory, O. ardentissimum, Mrs. Norman 
Oooksoli, O. Peerless (very pure white 
ground, freely blotched), and O. Amethyst 
(whose yellow ground is blotched with 
orange). The most striking Odontoglo.s- 
sum novelty in a group from Messrs. 
Chnrlesworth and Co. was O. Jasper, 
whose white ground is copiously- chequered 
crimson. Very remarkable, too, was tlie 
tri-generic hybrid Brasso-Cattleya-Lrelia- 
•Toan, whose golden - orange coloured 
flowers rendered it distinct from all. 
Apart from exceptional colour, Its fringed 
and goffered lip renders it additionally 
attractive. Another variety of the same 
plant had rosy- sepals and carmine-tlpiied 
lip. Tlie chief novelty in Messrs. Flory 
and Black's .small collection was Lsdio- 
Gattleya Trident, whose pronounced velvet- 
crimson lip and yellow throat are its 
greater attractions. It gained an Award 
of Merit. Sophro-Lajlio-Oattleya Myra 
Langley variety was also remarked. 
Messrs. Hnssall and Co. contributed Cym- 
bidiums, which, while among the more 
easily cultivated Orchids, produce great 
racemes of flowers, 3 feet or so long. C. 
Corona (bronzy-yellow and velvet-crimson 
lip) was one of the most distinct, though 
tlie nlabnster-white C. Aiexanderi (witli 
scarlet and rose-pink lip) was also very 
beautiful. Sophro-Cattleya Saxa also 
afforded a rich bit of colour. 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLES. 

The only exhibit before this committee 
was a capital collection of Apples from 
Messrs. J. Cheal and Sons, the perfect 
condition of the fruits evidencing consider¬ 
able care in storing. In most instances, 
too, the fruits -were well coloured. Notable 
dishes included Prince Albert, Newton 
Wonder, Bramley’s Seedling. Annie Eliza¬ 
beth (very finely coloured fruits). Crawley 
Beauty, Blenheim Orange. Lord Derby (of 
almost golden colour), Alfriston (a capital 
dish), and Wellington. Some few dishes 
of dessert sorts were also on view, though 


tlie cooking varieties were in greater 
strength and more important. 

A list of the awards to new plants and 
medals for groups will be given in our 
next issue. 


GARDEN BIRDS. 

Beautiful waxwings are in England 
again, as usually happens when severe 
cold is brought to us by continuous east 
winds; and why should civilised people 
kill them? About twelve years ago, in a 
similar winter, you i>ermitted me to re¬ 
cord, under the heading “ A Rare Bird 
Not Shot,” tlie pleasant fact that a Nor¬ 
folk gamekeeper, gun in hand, had 
watched witli interest a waxwing feeding 
on tlie scarlet liipa of the wild Rose—a 
sight, to my mind, worth walking far to 
see—and had not tried to shoot it. This 
was in spite of the fact that his titled em¬ 
ployer prided himself upon his vast col¬ 
lection of rare birds shot upon his estate. 
One result of my letter was as pleasing as 
the incident, for a generous reader of The 
Times sent me a guinea to present to the 
gamekeeper. If. by publishing this, you 
extend its application to the present time, 
will you kindly allow me also to enforce it 
by asking whether any bird-killer or 
stuffed-bird collector can justify, on scien¬ 
tific or any other civilised grounds, his 
action in killing or adding to his collection 
a waxwing that has been driven to seek 
asylum in Britain?—E. K. Robinson in 
The Times. 


OBITUARY. 

Charles Ross. —We regret to announce 
the death at the age of ninety-two of this 
well-known gardener. He was for forty- 
eight years gardener at VVelford Park, 
Berks, and during the time he had charge 
of these gardens lie devoted his attention 
to the hybridising of fruits, principally 
Apples. To him we owe the now largely- 
grown Charles Ross, which was the result 
of crossing Cox’s Orange and Peasgood’s 
Nonsuch. This was given an Award of 
Merit by the Fruit Committee of the Royal 
Horticultural Society under the name of 
Thos. Andrew Knight. This name was, in 
after years, changed to Charles Ross, 
under which name it was given a first 
class certificate, and at the present day, 
in any up-to-date collection of Apples, it 
holds a prominent place. He raised many 
other varieties, noteworthy among them 
being The Houblon, Rival, and Encore. 

Alfred Hkmsi.ky. —We are sorry to an¬ 
nounce tlie death at Lewisham at the age 
of sixty-six of Alfred Ilemsley. For many 
years lie was plant grower and propagator 
in the Royal Horticultural Society’s Gar¬ 
dens, Chiswick, and during the time he 
was there his skill as a grower of soft- 
wooded plants was well known, the mauy 
fine groups of these shown at the exhibi¬ 
tions in the South Kensington Gardens 
bearing this out. We can well recollect 
the trial of Mignonette in pots at Chis¬ 
wick, and the handsome plants he grew 
there were admired by all. He also de¬ 
voted his attention to the culture of 
winter-flowering Carnations, while Ferns 
also claimed his attention, and many fine 
specimens, including Pteris serrulata 
cristata major Chiswick var., and Afliau- 
tum Farleyense were grown by him. He 
also contributed largely to the gardening 
press, and was joint author with Mr. John 
Fraser of a new edition of Johnson’s 
“ Gardeners’ Dictionary,” a copy of which 
has just come to hand. He leaves a 
widow, three daughters, and two sons, the 
younger of whom is a second lieutenant in 
a London regiment. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Lavender failing to bloom (T. H. E.). —It 
€eems evident that your ©oil ie too strong and 
rich for Lavender. It like© gravel and chalk, 
but the latter especially. If you could get 
some of the latter and mix it with the soil 
and replant your Lavender yon may do better. 
Failing that, then try and get old mortar 
rubbieh, and mix with it, then replant; that 
will probably result as you wi6h. 

Fhacella campanularia (R. W .).—In light 
and warm eoile thi6 ie beet sown in the open, 
bnt it doee not resent being transplanted. 
What ie more againet it ie a heavy and cold 
eoil, and if you have it and still wish to grow 
this plant we recommend your sowing a few 
seeds in email pote, ae before ae the least 
likely to fail. Then you should eelect the 
warmest and sunniest spot you possess for the 
Phacelia. If you can also raise the border 
and make the soil much lighter you may etill 
■succeed with one of the most beautiful of blue- 
flowered plants. 

TREES AND SHRUBS. 

Pruning Wistaria and Clematis inontana 

(E. L.). —If you do not mind risking the loss 
of what few flowers you might possibly get this 
year, the be6t time to cut back the Wistaria 
and Clematis montana will be in February 
or March, as they will then break away freely 
at their natural season. If, however, you 
prefer to wait, in the hope of getting a few 
flowers, the plants should be cut back directly 
the season of blooming is past. The Magnolia 
can be cut back in March, but we should ad¬ 
vice you not to treat this too severely. It 
may be that there are too many weak and 
exhausted shoots, which might with advantage 
b« thinned out; but, if good, clean branches 
are cut back, it will delay rather than hasten 
the period of blooming. 

FRUIT. 

Unnailing outdoor Peach-trees (Grower ).— 
This i« usually done with a view to retarding 
the trees, keeping them away from the wall in 
spring until the fast-swelling buds make it 
imperative that they are again fastened up. 
There are other distinct gains in unfastening 
the trees. For instance, although in many 
coses the 6hred used decays before the branch 
has ewollen sufficiently to do much harm, in 
others the wood is bound and the circulation of 
sap impeded, an impossibility where the trees 
are taken down annually. Again, insects of 
all kinds like the shelter of the shred, and 
when winter approaches they seek all such 
places. Of course, they are disturbed when 
the shreds are removed in taking down the 
trees. The greatest advantage of all is the 
ease with which one may get all round the 
wood for cleaning, and this should be an all- 
sufficient reason for removing them annually. 
Trees badly affected with red-spider, for in¬ 
stance. can never be cleaned properly by ap¬ 
plications of insecticide from the front alone. 
Their progress is hindered, but they are not 
thoroughly cleared, and in the warm corners 
on the back of the trees they have a capital 
breeding ground, the young insects coming out 
in thousands in spring to feed on the tender 
foliage, and green-fly finding suitable hiding- 
places until the foliage is ready for them. 

VEGETABLES. 

Onion White Lisbon (D. If.).—According to 
the " Vegetable Garden," the flesh of this is 
not very firm, and, although it ripens rather 
late, does not keep very well. It ie most usu¬ 
ally sent to table fresh from the ground, even 
In the south of France. In England it is 
^rown in immense quantities for use while 
quite young and hardly formed, the bulbs 
being scarcely larger than a Walnut. 

Cropping garden (A hstrate).— Seeing you 
*re so fortunate ae to be able to dress the 
bouDd so liberally with cow-manure, we see 
H 0 necessity for using any artificial manure. 
% should not, however, advise you to grow 
th e Peoe as yon propose. Far better devote 
•^ne aide of the ground to the Potatoes and 
'he other to the Pea«. between the rows of 
\hich yeti may grow Spinach, Beet, Turnips, 
tarty C«bha K e«. or Cauliflower. Such a soil as 
hare ie in no need of lime. 


SHORT REPLIES. i - Shelton .—Hope to deal with the disease 

affecting your Arran Chief Potato in an early 
G. C. H .—Any o-f the hardy Heaths will do in issue. 

such a position as you refer to. Your beet - 

plan will be to procure plants, which can be CATALOGUES RECEIVED, 

had very cheaply, Tou will find articles deal¬ 
ing fully with all the hardy Heaths in our I Messrs. Barr and Sons, King-street, Covent 
issues of May 15th, 1915, page 292, and | Garden, W.C .—Seed Guide for 1917. 

May 29th, page 323. Copies of these numbers Edmondson Bros., Dublin .—General Catalogue 
can be had of the publisher, post free, for 3d. | of Garden and Flower Seeds, 1917. 


MAKE YOUR GARDEN KEEP YOU 



BY U8INQ 

RITO 

(The Humosin Food for Soft Bacteria). 

Extracts from letters received from pleased users: 
CELERY.— "Again proved a great success." 

CUCUMBERS.—" Has had a wonderful effect." 

PEAS, CARROTS. AND ONIONS. — " Improvement compared 

with the other row is also marked." 

Equally good reports from growers of all Garden Produce. 

PRICES: — 3 bushel bag-, 17/6; 2 bushel bag, 12/6; 

1 bushel bag, 7,6. Carriage paid. Cartons 1/- 
each 

Ask for Booklet 44 Rito Results * 4 from Dealers, or 


THE MOLASSINE COMPANY, Ltd., 16, Tunnel Avenue. Greenwich. 

RITO SUITS EVERYTHING THAT GROWS. 


GROW MORE FOOD. 

To do this you must buy the best Seeds. 

Thousands of unsolicited testimonials. 

Selected 
Seed Potatoes. 

New Success .. \ 

Yielder. 

Queen Alexand ra 
Early Rose .. 

Hebrona .. 

Sharpe's Express 

Myatt's. 

Eclipse. 

Llewellyns .. 

Epicure. 

May Queen.. .. 

Queen Mary 
Duke of York 
Arran Chief 

Puritan. 

Gt. Scot .. 

Ninetyfold .. 

Midlothian.. 

Potato Manure, 10 - cwt. ; 6 - 51 lbs.; 3 6 23 lbs.; 
2 - 14 lbs.; 1 3 7 lbs. Shallots, 9d. lb. Onion sets, 16 lb. 
Free on rail. Rags free. 

When ordering please state 
Seed Potatoes are intended to 
be used for Seed Purposes only. 

PEAS, BEANS, AND SMALL SEEDS. 

Peas, 8d.: Beans, 7d. pint. Beetroot, Sprout, Cabbage. 
Celery, Kale, Lettuce, 2d. packet; 41. ounce. Cress, Pars¬ 
ley. Mustard, Parsnip, Radish, Spinach, Turnip, Id. packet; 
2d. ounce. Tomato, Carrot, lieek, 3<l picket; 6d. ounce. 
Union, 4d. packet; 9d. ounce. Orders for small seeds to 
value of 1'- post free, Peas, Beans, and small seeds to 
value of 2 6 carriage piid. Collection of Peas, Benn«, and 
small seeds (22 packets), 2 6. carriage paid. Cash with order. 
Send for full Catalogue Seed Potatoes, Pea3, Beans, and 
Vegetable Seeds. 

HORACE TAYLOR, 

Chatteris, Cambridgeshire. 


Cwt. 

20 - 


56 lbs. 

10 3 


28 lbs. 
53 


14 lbs. 

3- 


7 lbs. 

1 9 


Factor. 

Evergood .. 
Royal Kidney 
Northern Star 
British Queen 
U p-to-Date 
Table Talk.. 
Dalhousie .. 
Cornwalls .. 
Triumphs .. 

D ilmeny Hero 
Pioneer 


56 lbs. 
93 


28 lbs. 

49 


14 lbs. 

26 


7 lbs. 

16 


^Eating Potatoes { 


TWO GREAT POINTS. 



Established 37 Year,. 

Send for 1917 Catalogue (post free). 

FREDERICK E. AINGE 


(Late J. Harding, F.R.H.S.), 

Seedsman, WEST HADDON. RUGBY. 

SEED POTATOES. 


i Ringleader .. 

| May Queen.. 

I Mid. Early .. 
i Duke of York . 
, Ninety fold .. . 
I Hebron .. . 

| Puritan. 

s.'g Express.. . 
Eclipse 

| M. Ashleaf .. . 

Epicure .. r . 


112 lbs. I 

17 6 

56 lbs. 

9 ' I 

28 lbs. 1 
5- | 

14 Ihs. 
3- 
7 lbs. 

1 9 


British Queen.. 
Windsor Castle 
King George .. 
Evergood .. 
White City 
Queen Mary . . 

Dates. 

King Ed war-1 .. 
Abundance 
Arran Chief . 
Table Talk 
Factor 


112 lbs. 
15 6 
56 lbs. 

8 - 


28 lbs. 

46 

14 lbs. 

26 


7 lbs. 

/ 16 


Pig Potatoes, 3 6 cwt. 

Bags free. Free on rail. Cash with order. Send for full 
u- t8 r» ever y List I give my pamphlet, " How to Grow 

the Potato." Every order must be accompanied with the 
following declaration: “ I hereby certify the Seed Potatoes 
ordered are required for Seed purposes only." 

Try my speciality, 7 lbs., any variety, 2 carriage paid 
by passenger train. 

TOM E. KING, Colne, St. Ives, Hunts. 


ROSE TREES, 


STANDARDS. BUSH, & 
CLIMBERS. Strong, 
healthy, well - rooted 
plnnts of all classes. 


HARDY FLOWERINC PLANTS. 

Descriptive Priced List, with Hints 
on Cultivation and Testimonials, Free. 

FRANK E. 0. HARNETT, Rose Grower, 
BEARSTED, near MAIDSTONE. 


ROSES 

LOTTED 
TO SUIT 
ALL 

BUYERS! 


SPECIAL AUCTION SALES 

EVERY THURSDAY 

at 1 o'clock at 

PR0THER0E& MORRIS’S 

Central Sale Booms, 

67 & 68. CHEAPSIDE, E.C. 

Catalogue* on application. 


Digitized by 


Google 


ungmai from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
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good sound materialTnTworkmanship guaranteed, send for catalocue-free. 




Qreenhouses, from £5 6s. 


Poultry Houses, from 
37 • 


Cucumber Frames, gpeoial Cheap 

Motor Car Houses, 4 B. by aIt., 32 8 Hardwood Carden 

. 3r# £9 5s, 6 It. by 4 It.. *7 8 Barrow, 30/- 

, r POI |* a ..*nml i-n '"> Horticultural an 1 Wood Building., Heath.? Apparatus, and Poultry Appliances, Free. Wo also 
haUuwtes lor trery and .^rations r,f or additions to existing bouses or heating apiurutua. _ _ 

O O J=» E It, 743, OLD KENT ROAD, LONDON, S. E. 

■“ 7 r on so rv a. tori 08 Forclnc Housos, Rustic Houses, Huts. Dwelllnes. Motor Houses. 

Portable BuUmngs^of ove^ o deserlP g tlo^C o Ons^atyl Apii F ano<| g Dog Konnel> , Rabbit dutches, otc.. etc. - 


LETHORION 

IMPROVED METAL 

VAPOUR CONE FUMIGATOR. 

INTRODUCED 7885. 

Tbo martrellous effect of this simple and 
cheap method of Fumigating Greenhouses la 
fully borne out by the enormous Increase ot 
sales year by year. 

Only a match required for the proper start¬ 
ing of the cone to secure startling results. 

Com No. 1. lor Frames and " Lean-to n up to 1,000 ruble 
feet. Price 6d. each. 

Cone No. 2. for smalt Greenhouse! up to 1.500 cubic feet 
Price 8 <L each. __ 

Cone No. 3, for general use in large Greenhouses, 2.000 to 
2.500 c ubic feet. Price 1'- each. 

Full Dirertiont accompany each Cone. 

To be had from all Dealer* In Horticultural Sundrlee 
throughout the Kingdom. 


^(oudhborough 

/ —Ml I II I I I 

31000 in use 

lists on application. 


GLASS., 


OORRT & OO.. liT) 
Bonded Chemical Works. Shad Thames, 
LONDON, 8.E. 


Special Prioes for Cash with Order In Hull 
CLASS, 4/ai OE. 


200 
in. ft. 


Boxes, 100 
sq. ft. 

8 x Bln.21- 

9x7in. 22- 39 6 

10 x 8ln. 25 6 46 6 

12,13,14.15x8m. 27 - 48- 
11,12,13,14x9111. 28- 49- 
12,13,14 xlOln 29 - 50- 
13 x Uin. .. 30- 51- 

16, 18, 20 X lOiII. 1 ns a ro 
16,18,20 x llin. } 3 ® ® ™ - 

-1 cwt., 11 fl; icwL. 6 


Boxes, 100 200 

*q. ft. *Q ft. 

12,14.15.16.18,1^,- bo 

20.23.24 * 12iu. / JO ® 

16. 17. 18, 20 xS 

16!l8.'20, S!,24f 31 '* 55 “ 

x 14in. ) 

20.22.21x15in. 1 
18. 20, 22. 24 x 32 6 57 - 
iSin. - : .. J 

20.22.24 x 18in 34 - 60- 


Tftc pioneer of cheap simple and .effective 
heating /or small autenhouses. Complete 
ADoarotu* from A 9 «o The immense sale 
o/ ihu» boiler, and Its luimtrous imitations 
are (he best testimony of its undoubted sue 


PUTTY. Heat Soft.—X cwt., 11 6. |cwl. 6-. iewt.. 

3 6; HU*.. 2- 
DIAMONDS.7 6a.id 10 6 each. 

GLASS CUTTERS. r>-wheel. 1 6 each. 

BEST MIXED PAINTS. -7-lb. lever tins. White, 
6- stone; ordinary colours, 4 8 per stone. 


■BURTON ST., HULL. Estab 1843 ■ 


THE CHEAPEST IN ENCLAND. 

No. 50. PORTABLE 

BUILDIaNGS. 

Made In complete sec¬ 
tion boat quality 
Red Deal (not in¬ 
ferior Foreign Match 
Hoards as other 
makers), planed and V- 
fninted on strong fram¬ 
ing. Hoof corereil with 
compressed Asphalts 
over tongued boards. 
Poor fitted with strong 
hinges, look and key, 
bolts, etc. 



Cnpyright llegitiered. 


CASH WITH ORDER. Strong 
Sixes. Floor. 

6 ft long. 4 ft. wide. 7 ft. high .. £3 15 0 10- 

7 ft long, 5 ft wide. 7 ft. 4 in. high 4 8 0 14- 

8 ft. long. 6 ft wide, 7 ft 8 in. high 5 16 6 20 - 

9 ft. long. 7 ft. Wiile, 8 ft high 6 14 6 24 6 

10 ft. long, 8 ft. wide. 8 ft. 4 mr high 7 11 I 33 - 

12 ft. long, 8 ft. wide. 8 ft. 4 in. high 8 15 0 38 - 

Carriage Paid lo any Sint ion hi England and I Valet. 
Catalogue, with Testimonials, poet free. 

J. T. HOBSON & CO., 

Largest Makers of Portable Buildings. 

Established 70 Ybar«. BEDFORD. 

I For Am, 6 acret 
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Advertisement Rates. 


Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


Line Advertisements. -Single insertions, 9d. per 
line, minimum three lilies (about twenty wonts till the first 
three lines, and niue words each additional line). Front 
page, if guaranteed, la per line. No reduction for series. 

Terms for Display Advertisements, 10*. per 

inch (reduction for series). 

Adfertisers not haring a regular account at the office 
must accompany their orders with remittance. Orders and 
advertisement copy should be addressed— 

MANAGER, 

63. LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. LONDON. W.C. 

OHOOTING AND FISHING.—To be LET, 

^ the Shooting and Fishing on an Estate of about 1,000 
acres (of which about 500 acres are Coverts) in the County 
of Sussex and adjoining two railway stations, within easy 
reach of London.-Apply. TURNER, KUDGE 4 TURNER, 
Burveyora, East Grinstead, Sussex. 
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THE STOURBRIDCE HEATINC 
APPARATUS 

FOR GREENHOUSES, 
CONSERVATORIES, 4c. 
Most economical and efficient. 
This apparatus has attained 
great popularity. Made at our 
own foundry ami under our 
own supervision. Before order¬ 
ing elsewhere, send for Revised 
Price List, giving full particu¬ 
lars, free by post 

J. A W. WOOD. 

Birmingham Street Foundry, 

_ _ STOURBRIDGE. 

INTENSIVE CULTURE. 

Smith s Cloche* are lust what you want for covering 
tows of early Potatoes. Peas. etc. 

COMPLETE CLOCHES 

from 9d. foot run. Clip*, only 1/- dor. ; 3 do*. 2^9; 106 
gross, post free. Suitable sires of glass from 1/8 doz. 
Send Jot Litl oj Horticultural Glam. 

W. A. SMITH. 

Qlase Merchant. 117, Qt. Hampton St., BIRMINGHAM. 

'DEADER^ will oblige by mentioning Gar- 

-Lb d ic n i n a Illuhthatku when answering odvertum- 
meiits. Business Qruia are always pleased to near from our 
re a<iers 


srus: 

JONES M 

BAYLI5S 

LIMl i tO 

Lwolvlrham 



LION CYCLES, £6 6s. Od. Cash, 

or 15/- with order and monthly payments. 

Signed Guarantee for nil time. 

Packed in crate free and carriage paid. 

Since 1905 I have advertised in this Miner, and have made 
and sold over 20,000 Machines. NO EXTRAS: Lamp, Belt. 
Pump, and everything included. Carriage paid. YOU 
CAN It IDF. AND TEST THE MACHINE FOR 10 DAYS. 
IF YOU DO NOT APPROVE I PAY ALL CARRIAGE. 
I have than sands of testimonial!. Write to-day for copies 
and Catalogue, with illustrations and full specification- — 
GEORGE UBATSON. “LION CYCLE" WORKS, 85, 
MOSELEY STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 


To Help the Production of More Food 

I will sell small quantities of 1 cwt. upwards of my cele- 
brated Cheshire Blood and Bone Manure to small users, 
fin. per 112 lb . f o r. Cash with order. Carriage paid on 
5 cwt. lot*.—C. E. LOGAN, 17, Canal Side. Chester. 


KILLS 

INSECTS IN TIC SOL 


! VAPOR IT E 

Of an Seedsmen 

STRAwso^aeMiouJuM^rt^ijer^ 

PEACH’S CURTAINS.—Free Book. Cur- 

I tains that lost. Maker* Price*. I«ACB CURTAINS, 
Caskmsnt Cl KTAUfH. Linkss. Write now for Book.— 
HA ML PEACH * HONS, 147, The Looms. Nottingham. 


IF YOU ARE A NEW READER of “GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 
and are interested in its pages, please All up the accompanying form 
and hand it to your nearest Newsagent or Bookstall:— 

Please deliver ••Gardening Illustrated" (One Penny Vfeekly), till 
further notice to . 


Address 


Should you prefer to receive the copies by post it will be necessary 
to send the form to Manager, “Gardening Illustrated,” 63. Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, London, W.C., with remittance as followsFor one year, 
6/6: six months, 3/3: three months, 1/8. For abroad. 8/8 per year. 


Printed and Published by the Proprietor. W KobiksoX, at the Offli-e, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, louden, W.C. — 
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NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 

Erlangea tomentosa. — I quite agree with 
all that is sail I in retqieet of Erlangen 
toiiiontosn in tin- issue of February 17th 
i|>. SI). I have known, anil grown. tin; 
lilunt for a ooiiH'nlerable number of yours, 
:iik1 vory usoful it is. It. is onsil.v raised 
In.in weds. oi|ii:illy onsily from cuttings, 
and not only so, hut. self-sown seedlings 
may bt* found in any number beneath the 
stage <ui which the plants are grown. In 
all respeets it is a desirable plant—perhaps 
just h trifle straggling in habit.—\V.MeG., 
Hidtnne, Kirkcudbright. 

Erica mediterranea hybrida. -This is 
one of the most valuable of the hardy 
Heaths, and also one of the most reliable 
of the winter-flowering section. Even in 
November some of the flowers were on the 
loint of expanding, many of the move ad¬ 
vanced opening before the end of the year. 
Just now. however, all progress in this 
direction lias come to an end owing to the. 
severity of the weather. With the advent 
of more genial times not much harm will 
Imvo been done to the crop of blooms — 

s. V. 

Window plants at Moniaive. — Few 

Scottish villages have a better record for 1 
floral adornment than Moniaive, n delight- 
fnlly-gitnnted village in Glenealrn. Dum¬ 
friesshire. In summer not only are the 
front plots and walls brightened by the 
use of flowers, lint the windows in most of 
Hu- houses arc- gay with pot. plants. Even 
in January they have their flowers. In 
••ne window the other day I observed some 
capital Cinerarias (not bought from a 
unraery or procured from a large garden), 
and other windows had Zonal Pelar¬ 
goniums and a variety of other plants. 
I’.impanula isophylln allia is a general 
favourite.—S. A. 

Rose Bouquet d'Or. —Mr. George Paul, 
writing as to this, says he thinks it the 
test, of the Dijon Teas. He Is right, and I 
•mi inclined to think it is the best of all 
Roses for our British clime. As to this 
croup of Roses there may be some kinds not 
fairly tried. This Rose grows well in any 
way, hut as ninny of my best Tea Roses 
dwindle away on the Briar certain of the 
uohle group should be carefully tried both 
ways, us some of the newer kinds do so 
Iwdly that they soon disappear. I have 
Just imt a dozen of Marquise de Sinety on 
ibe (ire-heap, they having been flowerless 
and gouty for several years. A few 
nttings of the same charmed me by grow¬ 
ing like Bouquet d'Or and with a fine 
bronzy-gold flower.—MV "> | ^ 
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Snowdrops in Dumfriesshire. — Snow¬ 
drops are bite this year, but readers may 
be interested to learn of tile time at wliieh 
they were ill flower at. Moniaive. Dumfries¬ 
shire. I ohseived a clump of the common 
Snowdrop, Gnlnnlhus nivalis, in bloom in 
the Interesting and pretty garden of Mr. 
.1. A. Mather, Hastings Hall, Moniaive, on 
February 1st. The bulbs were in the grass. 
Some difference of opinion exists as to the 
stage at which the Snowdrop may lie taken 
as in bloom, but there seems a pretty 
general agreement that the flowers should 
be in the drooping stage before they can 
be reckoned as in bloom. Moniaive lies 
about 1100 feet above sea-level, and in a de¬ 
lightful series of glens among the hills of 
Dumfriesshire on the landers of Galloway. 
— S. Ahnott. 

Creen crops and the severe frost. —A 

friend writing to us from Aylesbury 
says : — 

‘•The recent frost (we registered .‘10 
degrees one night) and bitter winds 
have been more disastrous to vegeta¬ 
tion than anything noticed since 1805. 
Cottagers and allotment holders in 
tills neighbourhood plant an enormous 
lot of greenstuff—far too much. I have 
endeavoured to get them to go in more 
for root vegetables and Beans and 
Peas for winter-drying, but. at present, 
have talked to deaf ears, with the re¬ 
sult that they have nothing to fall hack 
on except Potatoes, and these are 
mine too plentiful. Onions are lull 
sjiarsely grown, and yet one of the 
allotment lields could be made splen¬ 
did Onion ground. At the present 
prices Onions would have been a most 
remunerative crop.” 

Three good winter-blooming shrubs.— 

Those who do not grudge devoting a i>or- 
tion of their wall space to shrubs may 
have a noteworthy display of bloom during 
the dull winter months. Three subjects 
lend themselves in a special degree to this 
puriiose, these being -Taemlmim nudi- 
florum, Lonieera fragrnntissima, and 
Chimonanthus fragrans. The two first are 
so well known as to call for merely pass¬ 
ing remark, but Chimonanthus fragrans— 
well named the Winter Sweet—Is not so 
common. The flowers, though inconspicu¬ 
ous, are very fragrant, and a spray or two 
will perfume a large room. C. fragrans 
Is, at times, unsatisfactory in point of 
blooming in its younger stages, but as size 
is attained that drawback is removed. 
Another good winter-blooming shrub, here 
needing wall space, is the well-known 
Gnrrya elliptlca.—W. MeG., Balmac. 


Freesia La France.— A novelty of excep¬ 
tional distinctness and a considerable ad¬ 
vance in the colour line on any that have 
preeedHl it, tlm above-named gained an 
Award of Merit when shown before the 
Royal Horticultural Society on February 
1,‘itii last by Mr. Herbert Chapman. It is 
I a seedling from F. Lolchtlinl crossed witli 
pollen from a hybrid Dutch variety. Tin- 
plant is tall and vigorous, with a freely- 
l branched inflorescence. The mouth of the 
corolla, as also the lobes, are of a violet- 
mauvo tone, the tube white. Individually 
the (lowers are large. E. .T. 

Campanula haylodgensis _There have 

been several references to this tine Cam¬ 
panula in recent, issues, and while, I 
daresay, a certain amount of uncertainly 
prevails in respect of its origin. I heard it 
definitely stated, in an Edinburgh nursery 
some years ago, that, its pa Dents were, as 
Mr. Arnott says, C. garganien and 
rni'ittiticn. It seems curious that a more 
suggestive name could not have been found 
for tlio variety. No doubt it is worth while 
periietuating its place of origin, Imt could 
it not have been done without the use of 
smell a mongrel word as “ Haylpdgensis "? 
We frequently -see protests against psetido- 
Lntln names and Inappropriate names In 
Gardening Ili.itstratkd, and I think the 
word in question Is one of the most absurd 
attempts to Latinise tile name of a plant 
that I recollect. It is a hybrid of the 
dee|iest dye. and is as ugly as I lie hybrid 
plant is beautiful. -W. MeG. 

Roses, purchasing and planting late. - 
It is generally agreed that those who can 
get Roses planted by Ihe end of Novem¬ 
ber or early In December stand the best 
chance of success, but there are exceptions, 
and the autumn of l!Vl(i will surely rank 
as one. Through depleted staffs a good 
few of the orders placed with the growers 
were not able to ho completed at the usual 
time; then the frost intervened and put 
an end to lifting or planting, so that some, 
like myself, find themselves in the position 
of having plants which could only lie 
“heeled in” and protected to await 
weather conditions permitting of their be¬ 
ing removed to thetr final quarters. Others 
intended procuring a few Roses, but were 
prevented, and now may be dubious about 
purchasing so late. Such need not be 
under any misapprehension, ns the season 
is late, and. therefore, one may plant late: 
in fact, it will be safe to do so up to the 
end of March, and in the North even a 
little later. The chief thing to remember 
is, should a dry season follow, to mulch 
more than usual with rotted dung, leaves, 
etc. Orders sent, in now will, I know, lie 
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appreciated in many quarters by the trade. 
It is the state of the plants, not the date, 
which should weigh with purchasers.— 

WOODB AST WICK. 

The deadly Yew.— That sad story of the 
man who lost his asses In the churchyard 
and many deaths from the same source 
make me think of those pretended land¬ 
scape gnrdoners who have of recent years 
scattered tin; Yew a trout in the form of 
hedges, and often within easy access of 
horse or cow. Even the arrival place to 
a country house Is often bordered by a 
line just high enough for any straying 
animal to poison itself in a few minutes. 
In nine cases out of ten where the hard 
line of the Yew hedge is used it is to get a 
much less artistic result than could be got 
in other ways by low walls, fences, and 
evergreens like Holly and Laurel, guile¬ 
less of poisoning. In Victorian days many 
miles of these dead lines were set out 
every autumn, mostly by men whose 
notions of design were shown on the draw¬ 
ing-board, but also frequently by nursery¬ 
men who ought to know all about the effect 
of our native Yew.—IV. 


Primula malacoides alba plena.— This 
was one of the novelties to which an 
Award of Merit was given by' the Royal 
Horticultural Society on February Kith 
last. To the amateur who desires to have 
profuse-flowering subjects in the green¬ 
house the newcomer should prove welcome, 
whether as a companion to the original 
kind or alone. In habit and freedom of 
flowering it is a counterpart of the typical 
species which obtained an Award of Merit 
in November, IPOS. Differing in the colour 
and semi-double character of its flowers, 
tlie doubling in no sense detracts from 
tlie fairy-like elegance of the plant, but 
rather adds longevity, the flowers on the 
lowest whorl remaining good till those on 
the topmost whorl expand. Shown at the 
same time, but gaining no award, was n 
semi-double mauve-coloured form of a 
shade approximating to the Parma Violet. 
Already since the coming of the original 
species a few years hack there liave ap- 
peared a pure white form; also others re¬ 
ferred to as “ robusta,” “ superbn,” and 
" King Albert,” the last-named the finest 
colour addition. lienee there would ap¬ 
pear the promise of a new tribe as greatly 
varied it may be, in the years to come, ns 
is Primula obconiea to-day. 

Primula malacoides. — Since it was 
introduced, this variety of Primula has be¬ 
come very popular, and the frequency with 
which it has Iioen exhibited at the various 
shows held by tlie Itoyai Horticultural 
Society lias served to fully demonstrate its 
value for decoration. At tlie fortnightly 
meeting held by the Society in the Drill 
Hull, Buckingham Gate, three plants were 
staged of this Primula by tlie Messrs. 
Brown, of Stamford, the flowers of which 
exhibited a departure from those of the 
normal type inasmuch as they were all 
semi-double. The most attractive of the 
three, from my jioint of view, was that 
named alba plena. The trusses were of 
good size, compact without any suggestion 
of formality, and the stems of just suffi¬ 
cient length to render the plant extremely 
valuable for all kinds of decoration either 
in dwelling-house, conservatory, or green¬ 
house. Of the other two it may be re¬ 
marked that the colour of the flowers in 
the one instance is the same as that of the 
type, and perhaps the least pleasing of 
the three. The other, named Mauve 
Queen, had larger flowers of a distinct 
deep mauve tint, and of a rather more lax 
habit than the preceding. Of the three the 
most attractive was the first-named. All 
three have, no doubt, a good future before 
U.H'jn.—A, Wi 

Digitized b 


»Google 


Cotoneaster bullata. — During the flrst 
few years of the present century several 
very attractive Cotoneasters were intro¬ 
duced from Central and Western China, 
the one under notice being one of the best. 
It is a vigorous shrub, growing in China 
to a height, of 12 feet, tlie branches pro¬ 
ducing, rather sparingly, arching branch- 
lets which bear dark green, wrinkled, de¬ 
ciduous leaves which are each nearly 
4 inches long. From the leaf-axils clusters 
of small flowers appear in May, these be¬ 
ing followed by rich red fruits which ripen 
in August, as many as twenty fruits often 
appearing in each cluster. It appears to 
tie perfectly hardy. When selecting a posi¬ 
tion care should be taken to provide a place 
where it will not be readily overgrown by 
other shrubs. Propagation is effected by 
means of seeds or by cuttings of young 
shoots inserted in a cold frame during the 
summer.—D. 

The Winter Heliotrope not hardy. —There 
is no doubt that this, referred to by “ W.” 
at page 81, has suffered in an unusual de¬ 
gree during the present winter. During 
severe weather the plant invariably suffers, 
and should severe frost, set in when it is 
showing for bloom the crop will be quite , 
ruined, tiie frost injuring the spikes a 
little above ground. This year the leafage 
has suffered much more than usual, a 
long, narrow border not far from where I 
write, entirely given over to the plant, 
though well screened hy a plantation of 
Auctibas, having lieen blackened quite 
early in the year. Only rarely have I seen 
it so badly disfigured. In woodland places 
it has fared somewhat better. Knowing 
that severe frost plays havoc with it at 
flowering time I used to plant it about the 
base of Laurels and like plants, the shelter 
usually affording sufficient protection.— 
E. H. J. 

- It is interesting to see the note by 

“ W.” on page 81. It is uncommon even 
in the south of Scotland to see the Winter 
Heliotrope injured much by frosts, but it 
ought always to liave a sunny, sheltered 
place. I know of one specially fine mass 
of it under a south wall and in n very 
sheltered place, where it does well even in 
more severe winters than this. Its great 
drawbacks are its spreading habit and the 
rapidity with which it encroaches on other 
tilings near —S. A knott. 

The Fire-bush (Embothrium coecineum). 
—We learn much from experience, and 
often more from failure than success, hut 
success with the magnificent Fire-bush is, 
indeed, worth attaining. Mr. lteuthe’s 
advice in your last issue should go far 
towards ensuring the right conditions of 
growth, and if 1 might venture to empha¬ 
sise one ]h>: nt which lie slightly indicated, 
it is this: It is a primary necessity to 
plant it where there is sufficient shelter— 
the more shelter the better—from high 
winds, especially cold winter gales. Here 
in this valley under Dartmoor, two pro¬ 
mising specimens failed for no other 
reason than insufficient protection from the 
sweeping cold winds from tlie west. A 
third plant, safely ensconced in a wood¬ 
land clearing about 300 yards away, has 
passed perfectly seathless through this far 
severer winter. Its absolute immunity 
from damage is to be attributed entirely 
to the shelter from surrounding trees. 
This particular plant is a new variety of 
the Fire-bush (Embothrium coceineum 
longifolium), the flowers of which are 
said to lie even more splendid in colour 
than those of the type. The Embothrium 
grows magnificently at Combe Royal, near 
Kingsbridge, on the steep slopes to the 
right, and left of what is now the ruined 
mansion of Elizabethan date. On the 


right bank there are five or six specimens, 
two of which are upwards of 40 feet high. 
Another, of a more spreading habit, grows 
on tlie left bank, and still another in the 
famous Rhododendron garden in the 
valley. Those near the house flourish in 
the ordinary limeless loam of the district, 
and all of them never fail in their niinimi 
display of scarlet efflorescences in the 
spring.—T. A. IIviiE, Avomrick, 8. Devon. 

The training of gardeners.— An interest¬ 
ing' criticism appears in your issue for 
February 3rd over the signature ” A 
Scottish" Gardener ” which certainly all 
gardeners will agree with. Of course, the 
war has changed everything in connection 
with the garden, and the mention of ap¬ 
prenticeship will seem vague and without 
application, but there is little doubt that 
if actual apprenticeship Is not now the 
custom it was in times past. It is truly 
said no system of “College” training is 
going to provide practical all-round gar¬ 
deners, and unless a man has gained an 
all-round experience in the practical school 
of gardening he certainly would not he 
qualified to hold nu appointment of im¬ 
portance on his own account. There are 
hut few trades that demand such a lengthy 
training as gardening. What is going to 
happen in gardens generally with the 
youths under military age is a problem 
one does not contemplate with any sense 
of pleasure. Rattier it, sets up a feeling of 
depression when lawns are given up to 
sheep-feeding and hay-production, shrubs 
are neglected, and flowers banned. “A 
Scottish Gardener” hints very truthfully 
there is no royal road to success, and 
it, is feared this -has an application in 
the present day that is more significant 
than the quotation usually conveys. The 
man who in his youth works in a good 
garden, moving afterwards frequently into 
other gardens, is the one most likely to 
acquire and make use of the varied ex- 
perlence thereby gained. — Wiltshire 
Gardener . ____ 

GARDEN BIRDS. 

Imported feathers. — When we are 
gravely warned that we must economise 
in everything because of the shortage in 
tonnage and its effect on our food supply. 
I think it is well that the country should 
know that during the last three years no 
less than 1,865,431 lbs. weight of feathers, 
exclusive of ostrich feathers, have been 
iiiqxirted into this country, and that these 
articles of luxury are still pouring in. A 
matter of still greater importance even 
than transjKirt difficulties or extravagance 
in dress—now that every ounce of food¬ 
stuff that can be grown in our Dominions 
is required for the Empire’s needs—is the 
fact that a vast quantity of these feathers 
comes from our possessions overseas, that 
the majority of the birds killed are insect 
eaters, and that in consequence of their 
destruction food crops of all kinds are 
being subjected to incalculable damage by 
the inroads of insect pests. We are nt 
death-grips with flm enemy, and the ques¬ 
tion of tonnage, of .xtravagance, and of 
food supplies is becoming graver day by 
day. In such a juncture the importation 
of the feathers of wild birds is contrary 
to tlie interests of the Empire.—J ames 
Ruckland in The Times. 


Index and Blndlns Cases for completed 
Volume. -/At Index to Volume XXXVIII. 0 / Garden¬ 
ing Illustrated i* now ready 1 price 3d., post fret SidJ. 
The Binding Co* Jot Hu tame volume it alto available 
tprise It. M., by poll It. 9d.J. The Index and Blndlns 
Cate eon be obtained Jrom any nfloMvml, or frtm the 
Publither, S3, Lincoln! Inn Field., London, W.C. If ordered 
together, the prise •/ the Index and Binding Cast it It., pod 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

8CHIZOPHBAGMA U1DRANGEOIDES. 
This was described in a recent issue 
( January 27th), so little need be added in 
this note. The reddish tint of its growths 
D always attractive, so niso are the numer¬ 
ous young roots formed annually on the 
stems. Any such growths can be severed 
and struck, or pegged down, and after- 
waids separated from the parent plant. 
It is quite hardy and will grow in any 
position, but tlowers more freely in sun 
than shade. C. Turner. 

Highgate. 


NOT US AND REPLIES. 

Planting Conifers in February _Whether 

Intended for windbreaks or ornamental 
purposes, the planting of Conifers is often 
attended by better results if it is carried 
out about the end of February instead of 


during autumn. Indeed, there seems to be 
little to gain and much to risk in autumn 
planting. The trees apparently make no 
progress during winter, and are ail the 
while tormented by wind. If, however, [ 
they are left among their companions in 
the nursery until early spring, and lifted 
Just when they arc commencing to show 
signs of growth, they will usually go 
ahead without any very apparent check. 
By adopting spring planting our losses 
among such trees have been reduced to a 
minimum.—A. T. J. 

The Shell-bark Hickory (Carya alba).— 
The Hickories form an important group of 
trees, for not only are they valuable for 
decoration, but in most instances they pro¬ 
duce excellent timber, which is equal, if 
not suix rior, to good Ash, while several 
species hear edible nuts which are of better 
flavour than Walnuts. C. alba grow r s up 
to 100 feet In height, forming a straight 
trunk which is peculiar In aged trees by 
the rnuuucr in which the bark peels oil in 
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long strips. This gives the trunk a ragged 
appearance which has given rise to one 
of tlie common names “ Shag-bark 
Hickory.” The pinnate leaves sometimes 
exceed a foot in length, and in autumn turn 
to a rich shade of yellow before they fail. 
The nuts are thick-shelled and the kernels 
small, hence they are less valuable than 
some of the other species for food. Like 
other Hickories, it is a deep-rooting tree, 
and can only be expected to give good re¬ 
sults when planted in good, deep, loamy 
soil. Moreover, whenever possible, seeds 
should he sown on the ground which the 
trees are to occupy, for transplanting 
means root mutilation, and librous roots 
are not very numerous. It is a native of 
Eastern N. America, and has been known 
in this country for about 200 years.—D. 

Hypericum patulum var. Henry! _Ori¬ 

ginally discovered in China by Dr. Henry, 
now of the Royal College of Science, 
Dublin, this reached Kew in 1898, but is 


still too rare In private gardens. Such a 
beautiful, hardy-flowering shrub should be 
more widely known, giving as it docs a 
I fine display of large, handsome, yellow 
flowers throughout summer and autumn. 
It is a most useful plant for the front of 
a shrubbery, and makes a fine lied. 
Although not particular as to soil and 
position, a well drained soil and an o|ien, 
sunny site give the best results .—Irish 
Gardening. 

Ribes Lobbi.— This interesting shrub be¬ 
longs to tlie Gooseberry section of the 
genus Ribes, and is one of the most attrac¬ 
tive of the group when in flower. Growing 
3 feet or 1 feet high, it forms many inter¬ 
laced, spiny branches after tlie maimer of 
the Gooseberry. The flowers are produced 
during April and May from the leaf-axils, 
the calyx being deep red and the petals 
white. After the flowers are over, the 
fruits develop as oval berries J inch or so 
long, covered on the outside with stiff, 
glandular bristles. When ril>o they arc 


brownish in colour. It is a native of N. 
California and British Columbia, and was 
originally introduced to this country about 
the middle of last century, although it 
never appears to have become well known, 
and was re-introduced a few years ago. 
Like the other Ribes, it grows well in 
ordinary loamy soil, and can be increased 
by cuttings of ripened wood inserted in a 
sheltered border out of doors during late 
autumn. When selecting a position for 
planting this shrub it is advisable to 
choose one which is excised to full sun.— 
D. 


GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 

PLUM APHIDES. 

The following article on Plum Aphides, 
subsequently to be issued in leaflet form, 
has been prepared by Mr. J. C. F. Fryer, 
Entomologist to the Board of Agricul¬ 
ture :— 

LEAF-CURLING PLUM APIIIS (Aphis mum, 
Reaumur). 

Nature of damage .—The presence of this 
aphis is easily recognised by tlie charac¬ 
teristic curling of the leaves, which are 
often covered with sticky honey-dew. In 
a bad attack the leaves die, the new 
growth is checked, and the fruit is either 
undersized or falls off before it is ready to 
pull. The aphides themselves live in the 
curled leaves. 

Plants attaclced .—All varieties of Plum 
and Damson are attacked, and also Black¬ 
thorn, Peach, Apricot, and Apple, though 
to the three last little damage is done. 

Life-history. — In the autumn small, 
shilling black eggs are laid on the twigs 
and at the base of the buds. Early in 
spring—either in March or April, accord¬ 
ing to the district—these eggs produce 
young, which grow into large purplish or 
brownish “ mother queen ” aphides. The 
queens give rise to living young, which at 
first are green, but when full grown arc 
often dark In colour. These aphides 
which are also of the female sex and are 
wingless, produce young in their turn, and 
reproduction in this manner continues until 
late June or July, when winged forms ap¬ 
pear. The winged forms desert the Plums, 
but the plants to which they fly are not 
known with certainty, though it is said 
that they have been found on such weeds 
as Thistles and Ragworts (Natural Older 
Compositse). Winged forms again appear 
on the Plums in autumn, and these give 
rise to males and females, the latter pro¬ 
ducing the winter egg. 

Natural enemies. —The Plum aphis is at¬ 
tacked by lady birds, lacewing and syrphid 
flies, as well as by minute hymenopterous 
parasites, but these natural enemies do 
not become very numerous until the aphis 
attack is at its height. It must not be 
thought, however, that they do no good, 
since by killing off vast numbers of the 
aphides they tend to prevent a severe at¬ 
tack the following year. 

Control measures.* —This aphis can be 
controlled by spraying, but it is of the 
utmost importance to spray early in the 
season. When the leaves have once been 
curled little can be done. Lime-washes 
applied in late February or March have 
been found effective, tlie later applications 
giving the best results. The aphides may 
also be controlled by means of contact 
insecticides, such as nicotine and soft soap, 
quassia and soft soap, or paraffin emul¬ 
sion, the spray being applied Just before 
the blossom opens or after the iietals have 
fallen, but, in the latter case, before the 
loaves have been curled. A close watch is 

* See Theobald, “Insect Pests of Fruit," p. 332; Pether- 
bridge, Journal of the Hoard of Agriculture, Vol, XXI , 
p. 917 ; Fryer and Berry, Journal of the Board of Agri¬ 
culture, Vol. XXII., p. 1135. 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


* \ 






Flowering sprays of Schizophragma hydrangeoides. 









118 


GARDENING ILL USTRATED. 


Mabch 3, 1917 


required in order to discover tlie attack in 
its early stages. 

MEALY PLUM APH18 (Hyaloptbrcs i*rcni. 

• Fab.). 

•V iilurr nf damage. Although serious 
damage is sometimes reported as being 
due to this aphis, it is, as a rule, far less 
harmful than the Leaf-curling I'lum Aphis. 
It seldom occurs on the Plums before, mid¬ 
summer, and is found on the underside of 
the leases, on the leaf-stalks, and young 
growth, but it produces no curling of the 
leaves, It secretes abundant honey-dew, 
however, which, falling on the leaves and 
fruit, may do considerable damage. The 
aphis may be recognised by its light green 
colour, by the waxy or mealy secretion 
with which it is covered, and by the facts 
that it occurs bite in the season and does 
not curl tlie leaves. 

Plaids attacked. - It'attacks Plums of 
various kinds, Greengages, Damsons. 
Peach, Nectarine, Apricot, and other 
sjiecies of Pruuus. It is very probable 
that it also lives on Ileeds and Grasses. 

Life-history. — The life-history -of the 
Mealy Plum Aphis has not yet been 
followed in this country. It is chiefly- 
found on Plums during the latter half of 
summer, and there is a strong probability 
that the remainder of the year is spent on 
Grasses and Heeds. In Itussia and in the 
United States of America it is said to live 
during the winter and early summer on 
Plums and the rest of the year on lteeds, 
but it can hardly have a similar history in. 
Uritain. 

Natural enemies. The remarks under 
lids heading on tlie Leaf-curling Plum 
Aphis apply also to the present species. 

Measures of control .*—The best wash for 
use against tlie aphis is said to be a 
paraffin emulsion containing liver of 
sulphur. Some washes fail owing to the 
fact that they cannot lienetrnte the mealy 
secretion by which the insects are covered. 

HOP DAMSON APHIS. 

This aphis is treated fully in Leaflet No. 
8S, and need only lie dealt with quite 
shortly. It is found in injurious numbers 
chiefly on the Damson, but it occasionally 
occurs ou other Plums. The life-history 
is briefly as follows:—Eggs are laid on the 
Damsons in autumn, and, on hatching in 
early spring, produce aphides which live 
for three to live generations on the Dam¬ 
sons. Towards the end of May', winged 
forms appear which desert the Damsons 
and fly to Hops. There is a return migra¬ 
tion to the Damsons in autumn. By suck¬ 
ing the juices of the Damson these aphides 
may do considerable damage, while they 
are also the cause of the notorious Hop 
blight. In blop-growiug districts, there¬ 
fore, it is very necessary that the aphis 
should not be allowed to multiply when 
on the Damson. The same measures of 
control may be employed as were suggested 
in tlie case of tlie Leaf-curling Plum Aphis. 

SPRAY formula;. 

1.—Lime trash .f 

Quirk-lime 10-20 lb. 

Water .. lo gal. 

If possible, the best Buxton quick-lime 
should be used, and the projtortion of lime 
to water should he as high as is consistent 
with convenient spraying of the resulting 
wash by the apparatus available. Tn 
making up the wash sufficient water should 
l>c poured on to the lime to keep it covered 
until it is slaked. After slaking, the re¬ 
mainder of the water should be added, the 
whole well mixed, and strained into the 
spraying machine. Lees advises that the 
lime should he allowed to slake for from 

Theobald, loc. pit., p. 3815. 

* Lees. " Annals of Applied biology, I., p. 3J>1. Pettier 
bridge, loc. etl. 
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six to twelve hours, while other authori¬ 
ties recommend half-nn-liour only, before 
it is used. If it is desired to use lime- 
sulphur instead of plain lime-wash it is 
suggested that the concentrated solution 
should be obtained from the manufac¬ 
turers, unless it is required for use ou a 
large scale, when it may prove economical 
to make it locally. 

II. — Nicotine Irtish. 

Nicotine. 98 per cent. .. j-1 or. 

Soft, soap . . - 4-1 lb. 

Water .. 10 gal. 

’The nicotine and soap are dissolved in 
the water. The soap may be first mixed 
with a little, hot water in order to dissolve 
it more quickly. 


/ / 1.—Para gin cm nlsimi* 

Paraffin* . .1 pint. 

Soft eoap 1 lb. 

Liver of sulphur (if needed).. 2 oz. 

Water. .10 gal. 


The soap should lie dissolved in about 
1 gallon of boiling water and the paraffin 
added while the liquid is still hot. The 
mixture should be thoroughly churned, 
preferably by spraying it back into itself 
with a hand syringe. The remainder of 
the water, in which if necessary the liver 
of sulphur is dissolved, should then be 
added, and after it has once more been 
thoroughly churned the fluid is ready for 
use. Unless it is completely emulsified 
paraffin emulsion is liable to burn delicate 
foliage, and it should, therefore, he pre- 
1 sired and used with care. It has, how¬ 
ever, the very marked advantage that tlie 
necessary ingredients are always easily 
obtainable. 

Formula) for making other contact in¬ 
secticides, such as resin wash or quassia, 
may be obtained on application to the 
Board. Under certain circumstances it is 
convenient to use a proprietary contact in¬ 
secticide to avoid the trouble of preparing 
the home-made washes. 


GAKDEN ENEMIES. 

Tile queries that appear from time (o time 
as to the condition of plants and the edi¬ 
torial replies thereto would lead one to 
infer that the knowledge of the nature and 
habits of the many insect, pests that 
trouble the gardener is extremely vague; 
indeed, one of the least understood of the 
many different branches of gardening 
This is very apparent in rural districts, 
where nearly all troubles, whether insect, 
direct or indirect, or fungoid, are known 
under the name of blight, and it stands to 
reason if the nature of the attack is not 
understood it is extremely difficult to find 
the right way to effect a cure. An in¬ 
stance of the difficulties in the way is 
found in a reply to a correspondent whose 
Azaleas had been allowed to get. so in¬ 
fested with thrips and red spider that tlie 
foliage was practically destroyed, leading 
to the reflection that if there had been 
sufficient know-ledge to recognise tlie at¬ 
tack at the start and measures promptly 
taken tile plants might easily have been 
saved. 1 have known plenty of men in my 
time calling themselves gardeners who 
day after day have been watering plants 
that showed unmistakable signs of the 
enemy, and who took no curative measures 
until their attention was directly called to 
their condition. The insect commonly 
known as red spider and the black thrips 
"ere recognised, but tlie younger forms of 
both were regarded as something of a 
totally different character. It is just tlie 
same out of doors witli (lie foliage of 
I'each, Nectarine, Gooseberry, and others, 
where the insects are often allowed to 

* Lt-ps (Aimtij,! Report of the Lou* Auhton Research 
fetation, 1H13. p. 71) Hugge^la thin formula, but without the 
liver of sulphur. 


make such headway before an attempt is 
made to dislodge them that the foliage is 
practically destroyed and the crop seri¬ 
ously damaged. Similarly, it is only very 
recently that many growers have recog¬ 
nised the necessity of taking preventive 
measures against the attack of the leaf¬ 
boring flies resiKinsible for the maggot ou 
Onions, Celery, Parsnips, and all members 
of the Chrysanthemum family Jjotli in and 
out of doors. It is well to remember that 
several of the above enemies, also earwigs 
and. wasps, are found in far greater num¬ 
bers in certain districts, necessitating 
extra vigilance, while certain seasons bring 
the enemy in force, a case in imint being 
tiie tipula or daddy-longlegs fly, followed by 
tlie dangerous leather-jacket grub. I often 
think that among the most instructive of 
all garden lectures are those dealing with 
the life-history of the many garden ene¬ 
mies, Iheir modes of attack, and the best 
measures lo take alike for prevention and 
cure. E. B. S. 

Hardwick. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 


RO8E8. 


AND 1IE PLIES. 

-I pruned half my Roses 


NOTES 

Rose-pruning. 

soi hi after Christmas and left the rest to 
face tlie frost and snow', which stopped the 
pruning. The pruned ones looked quite 
happy in tiie snow, tlie rest not pruned, 
with all their leaves drooping ami dead, 
were a sight to see in their ugliness. The 
lfosc.s were, for the most part, of the Tea 
and China race, and it seemed the best 
plan to prune these in mid-winter and so 
keep them safer in ease of hard frost 
coming. The conventional way is to leave 
them until April, in which there seems no 
advantage.—W. 

Rose Marshal Niel.-I am pleased to 
find that “ G. G. B.,” page 01, has words 
of praise for Ibis good old Rose. 
•• G. G. B.” is quite right when he says 
of Murechul Niel: “There is not any 
yellow Noisette Rose to equal this for 
colour, form, and fragrance." The very 
mime of MarcSchal Niel conjures up many 
pleasant memories in the years that are 
gone, and I question whether at one time 
there was any other variety of Rose under 
glass that had a poimlurity anything ap¬ 
proaching it. In my younger days it was 
looked upon as the Rose the cut blooms 
of which, if they did not pay the rent, 
paid the coal bill. Is there any other Hose 
of its colour which provides such a prodi¬ 
gality of richly-fragrant flowers about 
Easter-time? None to my knowledge. No 
need to ask if the blooms had otamed, as 
immediately on opening the greenhouse 
door the fragrance left no doubt. Thirty 
years ago it was a common thing to find 
Marechal Niel trained up the rafters of 
most leun-to houses, but, as already 
pointed out, canker was one of its greatest 
drawbacks, ami many a promising plant 
succumbed. 1 believe that the method sug¬ 
gested by “ G. G. B.”—viz., that of pro- 
iwgating from young shoots and growing 
these on cordon fashion—is very sensible, 
ami is more calculated to yield bettor 
blooms than old plants which have 
not ket'ii cut buck so bard ns they might 
lie. 1 believe that one of the reasons why 
tills Rose is subject to canker is that it is 
kept in tlie greenhouse all the year round 
under great heat near the glass in July 
and August, instead of lieing removed out- 
of-doors after flowering. I am convinced 
• hat much of the canker trouble was due 
to a debilitated state of the plants caused 
by no change to cooler conditions.-— Lka- 
hukht. 
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FERNS. 

TREATING GREENHOUSE FERNS. 

Would you be eo good a* to tell me the beet 
nay to treat various greenhouse Ferns? Mine 
are smothered with Lycopodium and Moss. 
Would it be right in the case of, say, Maiden¬ 
hairs, to clear away the Lycopodium, etc., and 
till the space with fresh soil (composed of 
burnt ash, old leaf-mould, sand), or would this 
smother and prevent the new growth pushing 
up? There are clusters of roots and fibres. 
The new growths are not visible in many of 
the pots of Maiden-hair. Should I treat Hare’s- 
foot in the sauie way ?— Scraper. 

[Your Ferns evidently want reiwttiiig, 
and in turning them out of the ]>ots you 
ran clear away the Uycoixxlium, etc., you 
refer to. One of the most Important jioints 
in pottiug Ferns is to wait until they are 
just starting into growth. The tools 
should lie in such a state that, they will 
take to the new soil at once. Without > 
this we gel a stale compost very early. I 


tuauy disappointments, nor can this be 
wondered at when the roots of a plant just 
pushing into fresh activity are buried 
in a eomitost some 10 degs. to 20 degs. 
colder than they already occupy. To make 
the soil Arm around the ball of a plant 
which has recently been occupying a iiot 
almost as large needs care. Add a small 
liortion of soil at a time, and ram this 
down fairly firm with a stout, label or pot- 
ting-stlck. Unless tills be done properly, 
water will iiereolate through the new soil 
too freely to allow of any moisture reach¬ 
ing the old ball without au undue amount 
being supplied, and there are few things 
in the culture of Ferns more injurious than 
this. Drainage is another item which 
needs attention. In the case of the 
Hare's-foot, re|tot and leg the rhizomes 
on the surface.] 


NOTES AND EEPLIES. 

Ferns under glass. No unnecessary throw¬ 
ing about of water should now be practised, 


eervatory during the summer and autumn.— 
Kirk. 

Propagating Hart's-tongue Ferns (J. 

Scott). —This Fern may be propagated by 
spores. Tile right way to sow them is to wait 
until the spores begin to drop off: a pot should 
then be placed under the fronds, from which 
the spores will drop into a compost of equal 
parts loam and mortar rubbish. A frond with 
ripe spa re. may also bo broken off, aud laid 
over the surface. They take two or three 
months to vegetate in a shady place. Place 
the pots containing the spores in haudlights 
behind a north wall. 


A SUMMER-HOUSE. 

As summer-houses are often an “eyesore” 
in a garden, it is at times advisable to 
conceal their outlines as fur as possible. 
This is the more readily accomplished 
with the assistance of a hank, when the 
garden-house may lx; set back until little 
more is visible than the front and roof. 



A summer-house at Ashbourne, (jlounthaune, Co. Cork. 


Too large a shift, is also less beneficial 
than a slighter one ; and annual repotting 
Is responsible for many indifferent results. 
A plant which is root-bound may be im¬ 
proved by reiiotting, but when barely filled 


with roots it does not appreciate disturb 
a ace, provided the soil is well drained and 
suitable. The fibrous turfy loam so gener¬ 
ally recommended for all itot work is tlu: 
best soil you can have for these plants ; 
bat it is difficult to get in many localities. 
In that ease get the nearest approach to 
it you can. Not many years ago it was 
considered necessary to have peat for 
Kerns, but less than a quarter of this is 
used for the same purpose in the present 
day. Still, we do not want to forego pent 
entirely. Turfy loam, peat, aud leaf-soil 
in equal proportions, with a dash of sharp 
sand, will do for almost tiny species of 
Ferns. Mix these thoroughly, and have 
the whole just moist enough to allow of 
firm pottiug. Never pot into soil of less 
temperature than the Ferns are growing 
in. Non-attendance IQ, this 11 as caused 
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although, naturally, the character of the 
house, and, consequently, the temperature. | 
mu«t form a guide as to the amount of rnois- j 
lure which may be required. Adiantum cunea- 
tum which ha« beeil grow r n coolly may now 
have lees water; but the plants should never 
be allowed to become anything like dry. The 
foliage ae it ripens can be cut over, and such 
plants will come away strongly in a short 
time. Many Ferns are spoiled by being per¬ 
mitted to become pot-bound. All varieties 
which are increased by division ought to be 
divided as often as occasion arises. This is 
particularly true of A. Farleyense. It will be 
found that if regular division be practised 
the stock will be healthier and more robust 
than when congestion i6 permitted to take 
place. 

Adiantum glaucopliyllum.—This is a beau¬ 
tiful variety, of a very neat habit and rather 
small-growing—the fronds rarely being more 
than 8 inches in length. These are of a pale- 
green shade, and are produced from a slender 
rhizome. A. glaucophyllum, being a native of 
Mexico, requires, in its early stages, slightly 
more heat than others of the Maiden-hairs, 
but it is quite at home in greenhouse or con- 


I In the ease of the house figured, the main 
walls were constructed of concrete at 
i little cost, lined with pine sheeting, and 
covered on the outside with plain trellis- 
work, which, when painted with carbo- 
lineum, was preserved from the weather 
and .assumed the grey-oak colour of age. 
The tiles were many years old. and their 
colour was, consequently, modified. 

The better forms of Wichuriana Roses 
may be seen gradually creeping over the 
roof, while a bright effect is obtained by 
means of Vitis Coignettia?, which assumes 
its gold and blood-red tints in the autumn. 

A group of white-grey Cotton Lavender 
has been planted on the left side of the 
little house. The old sundial shown 
above the doorway is dated 1703, and was 
picked up on one of the numerous islets 
of the Swedish Malar Lake. The horns 
are those from reindeer obtained in dis¬ 
tant Northern Lapland some years ago. 

R. H. Beamish. 

Ashbourne, O'founthaune, Co. Cork. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 


TIIE IMPORTANCE OF INDIAN CORN. 
At. i, who care for this vegetable—and it is 
excellent—should not plant the common 
sort offered by English seedsmen and 
usually called by their name. The Ameri¬ 
cans have taken pains to raise a series of 
very good sorts, and so long as our seeds¬ 
men persist in ignoring the good American 
kinds the only way is to go to an American 
seed house and get the best early and well- 
l'.avoured sorts from Thorburn’s, of New 
York, Burpee, of Philadelphia, or any 
good house. The Corn is well worth the 
trouble, and thrives, with fair care, in our 
English and Irish gardens. I do not know 
how far it may be planted with success in 
Scotland or northern England. Good early 
varieties are Golden Bantam and Crosby 
Early, followed by the larger kinds, 
Howling Mob, Kendall's Giant, and 
Country Gentleman. 

This, among other things, shows the evil 
of our seedsmen—little and big—calling 
etery vegetable after themselves, thus con¬ 
fusing in all directions. Seedsmen abroad 
have spoken to me about tbe trouble they 
are put to by this practice—that is, in try¬ 
ing sorts with new names. 

If we had a real Horticultural Society 
some control would be exercised over these 
trade practices, instead of concerning it¬ 
self with Mendelisms, Bottomleyisms, and 
other abysmal isms, to be decided in ex- 
pensive laboratories, rather than by prac¬ 
tical everyday work in the garden. W. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Netties as food.— In view of the scarcity 
of green vegetables some of your readers 
may care to know that young Nettles 
gathered when <> inches to S inches high 
are, though not a delicacy, certainly quite 
palatable when boiled.—E. W. C. 

Oatmeal and cheese.— Put li pints milk 
or water into a saucepan with 2 oz. 
medium Scotch Oatmeal, stirring all the 
time. Let it simmer for one hour, giving 
an occasional stir, then add 1 oz. butter, 

1 teaspoon of freshly-made mustard, and 

2 oz. grated cheese. Serve hot. When 
wanted for a savoury at dinner let it get 
cold, cut into slices, dust with a little 
Parmesan cheese, fry in hot fat, and serve 
as hot as possible.—C. 

The Hop as a vegetable_I have occa¬ 

sionally seen references to the use of the 
young shoots of Hops and Bracken for 
food. As it will apparently be necessary 
to make use of nil kinds of vegetables, to 
make up for a possible shortage in other 
directions, it would be useful aud interest¬ 
ing if some of your correspondents would 
toll us, first, when to gather, and secondly 
how to cook them. Also Is there anything 
injurious that could be mistaken for either 
of them?—E. W. C. 

The Lima Bean. —This good Bean Is not 
easily got true this year, a coarse Hari¬ 
cot, a very poor substitute, over-salted, 
being sold instead. The true Lima Bean, 
which may not be grown in cold countries, 
is medium-sized and kidney-shaped. It 
may be that misguided efforts are made 
to its injury by growing it too large, just 
as our seedsmen boast of spoiling n 
Brussels Sprout by making it an over¬ 
grown and |xx>r thing. I get the true 
Lima from Franco, and find it a good 
winter food.- W. 


Oaten bread. —The importance of bread- 
suving is occupying the attention of many 
economy experts since (lie annouucement 
of voluntary rations, aud it is regarded 
as likely lo lie the most difficult ration to 
save on, in view of the many forms in 
which Wheat IJtJTIP housed.^ fc^de who 
Digitized' 




use macaroni and forms of Spaghetti to 
supplement meat lose sight of the fact that 
it is also a form of flour, aud must be 
counted in the weekly limit. Miss Mar¬ 
garet Dyer, head of the cookery section of 
King’s College for Women, said recently 
that oatcakes have a special value in the 
saving of Wheat. They can he easily 
cooked over an open lire or in the oven, 
and could lie used in many cases to take 
the place of bread. They are excellent 
with cheese and good for children. 

| This oatcake has been in use in Britain 
for hundreds of years; and, wade in flic 
simple old way, is the best of all breads. 
The city baker ruins it with sugar, the 
city cooks with some needless addition to 
“shorten ” and also spoil it. —En.] 

Storing Apples. — I read with interest 
the note by H. Hendricks on this subject 
at page 31. It should be helpful to all who 
wish to preserve their Apples in the best 
way. I agree with all that is said, having 
put to the test many kinds, allowing them 
to remain in a store where slight frost 
reached them to see if they rotted more 
quickly than those that had not been 
allowed to get injured by frost. I could 
find no difference. This was in a damp 
situation in the west many years ago. 
Everyone should strive to give fruit ns 
near as possible the three essentials 
named by H. Hendricks, namely, cold, 
dampness, and darkness, provided these 
are not abused. I am convinced that 
Apples suffer from being kept too dry. In 
this state they lose flavour more than 
from cold. I much prefer Apple stores 
where no dry heat can reach them. For 
many years I have stored all late kinds 
in eases in an iron-roofed shed, just pre¬ 
serving them from frost. Now, early in 
February, after tills cold spell, not one 
has suffered.— J. Crook. 

In dispraise of the Potato. —No doubt 
before the Potato was discovered jieople 
had, perforce, to do without it. While 
those who are wealthy and can provide 
many substitutes might probably do with¬ 
out it, what would become of those to 
whom tlie Potato is one of the staple 
articles of diet? No other root gives such 
a good return, and if “Anne Amateur” 
finds it detestable aud indigestible let her 
change her cook and get one who knows 
tlie proper way to prepare it. “ W.” hits 
the nail on tbe head when he says—“ often 
(grown) in ground unfit for the crop.” 
That is just the point. Let the ground be 
suitable and the crop will lie good aud the 
produce satisfactory. Much, too, depends 
on the cooking. It is not such a simple 
matter to boil a Potato as is popularly 
supjiosed. 1 wish “Anne Amateur” aud 
“ W.” could sec the dishes of Potatoes, 
boiled in their skins, which are exhibited 
by country women at some of our Scottish 
village shows. I am certain the Potato 
would appear in a different light to them. 
“Chipped” Potatoes, Pommes-de-terre 
sautC, and similar abominations have, no 
doubt, gone far to give the Potato a bad 
name, but, lie that as it may, the homely 
tulier is, to use tlie word so much in vogue 
at present, “ indispensable.”—A Scottish 
Gardener. 

Swede Turnips.— Of late years some of 
the leading seedsmen have made selections 
front the Swede Turnip suitable for grow¬ 
ing in gardens. Varieties with white anil 
yellow flesh are obtainable, and are much 
hardier than the ordinary garden Turnips. 
Seeds may be sown in drills IS inches 
apart on ground that has been well 
worked; thin the seedlings out to about 
ti inches apart. For succession sow at tlie 
end of May and again the middle of July. 

I think this particular vegetable has not 
found a home in every garden, but it is 
well worth trying. When iiecled aud I 


cooked it has a pleasing flavour, which 
most persons enjoy. It Is a vegetable for 
anybody during the winter aud spring; 
for instance, the working man can have 
the best substitute for Seakale that is 
grown by placing a few Swedes together 
in a bed of soil or ashes in a frame or 
shed and excluding the light, when the 
roots will supply young .shoots that will 
be highly appreciated.—C. Davis in Gar¬ 
diners' Chronicle. 

[In the north of Scotland the Swede 
Turnip is largely forced in the same way 
as Seakale, the young growths being 
highly valued. Mr. R. Gilbert, when at 
Burghley, used to force the Swede Turnip 
largely in this way.—E d.] 

Early or lata Potatoes.— The advice now 
being freely given by War Agricultural 
Committees and other public bodies that 
allotment holders should grow late Pota¬ 
toes on their plots is sureiy questionable. 
We know that many of these Committees 
are unable to supply other than main crop 
varieties, but that is no reason why they 
should specially recommend these. The 
greatest shortage of home-grown vegetable 
food, for this year at any rate, is more 
likely to occur three or four months hence 
(i.e., when the carlies come in) than in 
autumn, when the main Potato crop pro¬ 
mises to lie a large one in so far as area 
planted is concerned. Again, early and 
second early varieties are more suitable 
for tlie allotment than the later sorts, 
since they take up very much less space. 
Then the allotment holder who tills, say, 
two-thirds of his area with early and 
second early sorts will be able to grow 
another crop on the same land before 
winter sets in, thus securing two harvests 
instead of one. It is obvious that such 
an one will be better off himself, and will 
be doing more for food-production than 
his neighbour who, having tilled his sluice 
with Arran Chief or Up-to-Date, must 
wait until autumn before he gets a re¬ 
turn. The main crop varieties doubtless 
bring heavier yields on the whole, but 
tlie farmer and large market grower should 
grow these.—A. T. Johnson. 

Cheap Bananas. — Excessively cheat) 
Bananas are best let alone. The latest 
cargoes from the Canary Islands have 
arrived in a frozen state, and are therefore 
useless for eating. This fruit has been 
sold at such low wholesale prices that cer¬ 
tain vendors can offer it to the public at 
rates that seem attractive. In one quarter 
of London, for example, these Bananas 
were sold at the rate of anything from 
live to ten a penny. One would think that 
common sense might prevent iieopie from 
believing that such extraordinary bargains 
were really to be bud at the moment. In 
point of fact, the sale of fruit in worthless 
condition should not be permissible. Good 
Canary Bananas are far from cheap; the 
few that are obtainable being worth full 
prices. On the other hand, West Indian 
Bananas are unquestionably cheap in 
London. There is an exceptionally large 
supply, tlie importers offering the fruit to 
dealers at a moderate flgure. It is for tlie 
consuming public to see that they get the 
right article. The large West Indian 
variety of Banana is well known by now, 
and as "that is brought in specially con¬ 
structed steamers it arrives here in perfect 
cond i t i on. —Tele graph. 

Preserving fruit.— In view of the almoet 
certain shortage of sugar for preserving fruit 
during tlie coming reason. I should be glad to 
know whether it is possible lo cook up a, large 
quantity of fruit with a small amount of 
sugar—say. i lb. at. most to each pound of 
fruit—and keep it. in bulk in a crock or barret 
for some weeks until sufficient sugar has been 
accumulated to complete the preserving pro¬ 
cess? How long could such half-made jam be 
' kept?- L. V. Baumann 
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OUTDOOR PLANT& 

A BUTTRESSED WALL. 

To northern and British gardens wails 
made right use of are a precious gain, and 
rarely have I seen one so well planted as 
this at Buekhurst. The wall, a buttressed 
terrace wall, is divided into bays, the sup¬ 
porting walls and spaces between planted 
with the best climbers and shrubs, usu¬ 
ally not over-trained, but free to grow in 
their abandoned grace. Vines of fine leaf, 
climbing Tea Roses, Wistaria, and 
Clematis well adorn the wall, and in the 
shelter of the bays are choice shrubs that 
are happier for the extra warmth. W. 


FAILURE OF WINTER ACONITE. 

I have had the same experience as Mr. 
A. T. Johnson. It loves a limestone soil, 


namely, early in January, but were 
checked by the excessive cold, and have 
not yet made further progress.— Bosmeke. 

-Reference to the disappointment 

caused by this plant not coming up is made 
at page 81. In all probability if an ex¬ 
amination w-ere made the decayed tubers 
would be found, as they not infrequently 
perish as the result of an attack of fungus, 
as do also certain of the tuberous and 
rhizomatous Anemones. Apart from this, 
however, the plant would appear to have 
certain likes or dislikes, since it is not the 
easy doer that some imagine and does not 
“ grow in any soil and increase quickly,” 
as suggested at page 58. The thousands 
that are planted annually and are never 
seen again disprove this. Not infrequently 
the survivors of a batch appear quite in¬ 
different to soil and treatment, a circum¬ 
stance which renders it difficult to lay 


sturdy-looking flowers broader in all their 
parts, while the prevailing colour (a 
reddish-purple) renders it distinct from 
all. By reason of its dwarfer habit of 
growth it should, if planted in the open, 
be protected by a covering of glass, though, 
even so, the best of so welcome a plant is 
rarely seen. It is for such as these that 
the cold house is a groat gain. 


THE BURNING BUSH 
(Dictamnus Fraxinella). 

I was pleased to see this old plant in such 
apparent vigour and flowering so freely, 
ns the figure of it at page 07 shows. Among 
perennials it is one of those which resent 
division and frequent transplanting, these 
contributing in no small measure to reduce 
the stature of a plant whose finer attri¬ 
butes are only realised in the established 



A buttressed wall in the gardens at Buekhurst Park, Sussex. 


and in such it becomes a weed, and a 
stout one, as at Longleat and many other 
places, in chalky and free, warm soils. 
The curious influence of soils is only 
learnt by long experience and the many 
disappointments in finding that even native 
things will not thrive in some soils.—W. 

-The great point with this 

charming early flower is that it must 
be started in -a place where it will never 
be touched with the spade. Mine grows in 
a spot in the garden which used to be 
copse and now is only partly sheltered by- 
trees. Nothing grows there in summer 
but Rambler Roses, which climb over low 
stumps, and no weeding is done but by 
hand. The Aconites are a sight—one sheet 
of brilliant yellow, nothing comes up to 
them in beauty. This year, however, like 
many other things—Iris stylosa, for one— 
tbe sea .son did not suit them. They made 
u show of coming out-aj: their usual time- 


down any hard and fast rule. In nature 
it is frequent in damp and humid wood¬ 
land places, a fact not sufficiently known, 
perhaps, to those attempting to naturalise 
the plant in British gardens. Then, again, 
the plant favours calcareous soils, and in 
such produces tufts of considerable vigour. 
In a wide ditch in Sir Harry Veitch’s gar¬ 
den at East Burnham Park it grows and 
flowers freely, quantities being naturalised 
there with other plants of a bulbous 
nature. Iu autumn and winter humid 
conditions prevail there, at other times the 
reverse. Attempts to naturalise it ou dry, 
fully-exposed, sharply-sloping hanks not 
infrequently end in failure.—E. H. J. 


Iris reticulata Krelagei is one of the 

best of the early bulbous set and of 
especial value in the alpine house during 
the earliest months of the year. It is of a 
dwarfer habit than the type, the more 


specimen. Of slow growth naturally, re¬ 
covery from root disturbance is also slow, 
hence it is a moot point whether it would 
not be best to give it a place apart from 
the ordinary border and so dispose of the 
risks of disturbance attendant thereon. 
There is no lack of vigour in the plant 
while the root system is one of the most 
profuse that I know. If we would have 
this plant give of its best in as short a time 
as possible we must resort to a far more 
generous fare than is usually meted out to 
it. The finest plants of it I recall were grown 
in a rich calcareous loam of considerable 
depth, the height much nearer 3} foot than 
the 2 feet which are usually given for it. 
Two feet high does not represent this line 
old perennial at its best, and it is hardly 
likely to attain its maximum in the “ light, 
dry soil” suggested as “best” for it at 
page 07. The group figured, too, is sug¬ 
gestive of- a height much iu excose-of 
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2 l'cet. Till! liner form is Unit known as 
I >. eaucasicus, which, established, attains 
lo 4\ foot high, am] often more than this. 
It is, in. its I test forms, more intensely 
coloured than Iho better-lsnown kind. 
There is also a form called giganteus, 
wliicli, provided it is distinct from tiie 
last-named, I do not know. Culturally 
none will err in providing these plants 
with a generous fare, together with a good 
deptli of soil unite removed from root dry¬ 
ness. If, in conjunction with these, 
|x-rIodlcal applications of liquid manure 
he given, the plants will lie good for a 
dozen or more years, demonstrating the 
value of the let-alone system. 

E. H. Jenkins. 


CYCLAMENS OUT OF HOOKS. 
Whether in flower or in leaf, the beauty 
of both spring and autumn Cyclamens is 
so fascinating that it is strange they are 
so comparatively seldom grown. No one 
who has seen the autumn display under 
the trees at Weskmbirt, or ttie spring 
Idoom on tiie roadside hanks at Tremough, 
but must have envied tiie owners of these 
places. It is in the ilower of any owner 
of a garden to enjoy the like, for all that 
Ihese hardy little plants require is good 
drainage, some lime in a poorish soil, and 
freedom from comiietition with rank vege¬ 
tation. Even rats and mice leave the 
roots alone. It is certain, however, that 
much disapiKiiiitment lias been incurred in 
pluuliug purchased roots. Kootleta are 
Ihrovvn out eliiefly from the upper part of 
the tuber-like stock, wherefore one is very 
apt to condemn the plants to a lingering 
death liy planting them upside down. 1 
speak feelingly, having sacrificed many 
Cyclamens to this blunder years ago. To¬ 
day 1 have Ik'cii saving the lives of scores 
of seedling C. europioum, tiie offspring of 
flowers that bloomed in the autumn of 
1U1S. Each of them consists of a liny, 
translucent globe, with a few root fibres 
and a miniature leaf. All would have 
Jierislietl had they been left clustering on 
their parent's corky bosom, but, licing 
pricked on the barish ground under a Pine- 
Ircc, with some sifted lime rubbish added 
to the soil, they may be trusted to make a 
pretty display a couple of autumns hence. 
I have described this sixoies as 0. 
eurolaeum; we used to call it hedertc- 
l'oliuu), a most appropriate name, so near 
is the resemblance of its leaves to those 
of some forms of Ivy, and 1 know not bow 
to distinguish it from ueapolitanum. Most 
of my plants have rose-coloured blooms, 
descended from parents which I grubbed 
out of a loose stone wall near Itagusa, In 
Dalmatia, but a seedling with pure white 
flowers sprang up at the edge of a gravel 
walk and has produced a numerous 
progeny of the same colour. —Herbert 
Maxwell in Gardeners' Chronicle. 


Increasing the Prophet-flower (Macro 
louiia (Arnebiu) ecliloides).—The Prophet- 
flower, despite its freedom of flowering, is 
a shy seeding plant, and increasing it by 
division in the ordinary way lias not much 
to commend it. On the other hand, propa¬ 
gation by means of root-cuttings is an easy 
method, and, with care, prolific of good re¬ 
sults. Lifting a plant from the ground, 
the ojxrator should detach as many roots 
as can conveniently he spared, those of 
tiie size of a Cedar wood iiencil or rather 
less being suitable. Cut into lengths of an 
inch or rather more, and so arranged 
against tiie interior rim of a jot that the 
a|>ex of the cutting is level with the top 
of tiie rim, tiie centre should be filled with 
sandy soil, and tiie pots put into a closed 
frame in a greenhouse where a tom|x:ra- 
turo of 50 degs. or 55 degs. is maintained, 
(liven a inoirlh or_more of tlils-treatuieut 
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growth will be apparent. After a little 
time the plants may be gradualiy hard¬ 
ened off and planted in their permanent 
quarters.— E. II. .Ik.nki.xk. 

The Tangiers Iris (I. tingituiui).— Natur¬ 
ally an April or May flowering sixcies— 
iiewly-iiiqiorted bulbs may bloom some¬ 
what earlier in their first year under culti¬ 
vation it was instructive to see a few 
plants of it exhibited by Messrs. Karr at 
tiie Koya) Horticultural Society’s meeting 
mi February Kith last. True, they were not 
so flue as flowers opening at a later date. 
If memory serves me, the firm named ex¬ 
hibited Hie species milch better a year or 
two ago somewhat earlier in the season. 
It is well to know that this hold, blue- 
flowered species is so responsive to arti¬ 
ficial heat. At its best it is a very hand¬ 
some kind. Grown in the open it should 
be given the warmest iweitiou obtainable, 
a sunny border at the foot of a greenhouse 
wall in very sandy soil being tiie boot. It 
was one of those plants which for many 
years baffled all attempts on the part of 
the late Kev. 11. Ewbank to flower it in his 
Hun-kissed garden at ltyde, he not having 
realised that, a|iart from warmth of soil 
and locality, an annual out-of-grouml rest 
was essential. When living in the Hamp¬ 
ton district 1 grew it at the foot of a south 
wall where the Kelladonna Lily was a 
success, but though the plants grew and 
multiplied, Bowel’s were few and far be¬ 
tween unless annual lifting was resorted 
to, and, even so, the big bulbs that produce 
flowers were none too plentiful.—E. 11. 
Jenkins. 

Tulipa Kaufmanniana Ryeensis.— Those 
of your readers who have grown any con¬ 
siderable number of (lie typical species 
named will not need to lie told liow greatly 
varied it. is in colour, size, and form. In¬ 
deed, out of a large imixirtation of col¬ 
lected bulbs not a few are of special merit. 
As a result of this variability several dis¬ 
tinct forms have already been offered, 
though, owing to I lie slow rate of increase, 
tiie price still remains high. Kriliianl, 
coceinea, intermedia. Gaiety, and l’riqi- 
rosc are some ol' those so selected, their 
varietal mimes suggestive in some measure 
of their imrticuUu' colour. That above 
named, recently exhibited by Mr. Herbert 
Chapman, Kye, is another of these selected 
forms, and, while characterised by con¬ 
siderable boldness, is also well marked 
scarlet and white externally. Attractive 
us it is, however, in the bud state, the 
greater beauty of this earliest of all Tulips 
(save, perhaps, T. violacea) is not revealed 
till the flowers expand, when, in rich cream 
and gold, there is produced an almost 
Water Lily effect. Coming into bloom 
naturally in the oiien in March, it Is 
always admired. Happily, too, it is of 
good constitution and easily grown in 
sandy loam. That named above is proof 
of this, since the entire stock has been 
raised from a single bulb selected fifteen 
years ago. 

Indian Pinks.— The diflereut varieties of I). 
Heddewigii, such at- Scarlet Queen, Bridesmaid, 
Snowdrift, etc., are moat useful for forming 
edgings or filling beds for summer display. To 
bloom the same season, the plants should be 
raised now in slight warmth, and as soon a* 
large enough pricked off into boxes about 
3 inches apart each way. The double varieties 
II. cliiuensis) are preferred by many. Of 
these, the pule white and crimson are excel¬ 
lent for cutting. 


Index and Binding Cases for completed 

Volume.- The Index to Volume XXXVIII. of Uakden- 
l nu Illustrated U now Teadu (price 3d., post free 3Id.I. 
The Binding Cate for the mine volume it aim available 
{price Is. 6'd„ by /ml Is. 9d). The Inder and Binding 
Cate can be obtained from any newsagent, or from Ihe 
Publisher, 63, Lincoln s Inn Fields, London, IV.V. If ordered 
together, the price of the hides- and Binding Case is -V, post 
free. 


INDOOR PLANT& 

1'Elt PET UAL-FLOW EKING CA1LNA¬ 
TIONS. 

There estn lie no doubt Hint for general 
usefulness tiie l'crixl mil-flowering Gil mil¬ 
lions hold pride of place. They are not 
difficult lo cultivate if the grower is pre¬ 
pared to give them tile conditions they 
require. There is no doubt that the best 
results are obtained when an entire house 
can Lie given up to them, but where this 
is not possible, fair success may lie ob¬ 
tained by growing them with other things. 
Cultivation under glass for winter bloom 
is simple, but the following requirements 
must lie met: Direct light, au abundauec 
of air, and never a higher temperature 
than 50 degs. ill night. 

Propagation. — Where early autumn 
flowers are in demand. Ibis should lx com¬ 
menced in Octolier lo ensure full-sized 
plants and a plentiful supply of flowers. 
Suceessional batches of cuttings may lx 
inserted during November and January. 
Cuttings rooted within lliese limits make, 
with good cultivation, excellent plants for 
housing at the end of August or early in 
September. Tiie selection of tlx 1 cuttings 
is of iKimmount importance. A weak, 
spindly cutting will never make a good 
plant: likewise the tops of plants that are 
too soft aud sappy. The right stamp ol 
cutting Is the sturdy, vigorous growths 
found on the flowering-stems. Such cut¬ 
tings of 5 inches or 4 inches in length have 
in them the making of tiie finest plants. 
Kcmove only the two lowest pairs of 
leaves, and cut Immediately below a joint 
with a sharp knife. The best rooting- 
medium is (Hire sand, finely screened, and 
well washed. The sand lied should lie 
about 1! inches deep, resting on slates, und 
should lx* made quite firm. The best posi¬ 
tion for this bed is on a stage near the 
roof glass, where a temporary frame can 
be easily set up. Kottorn heat is not essen¬ 
tial. The cuttings will root freely in a 
temperature of 00 (legs, to (10 degs,, the 
pipes being underneath the staging. The 
cutting frame should lie covered with 
glass, which should lx removed nightly, 
replacing it in the morning. After insert¬ 
ing the cuttings, give a thorough watering 
through a rose can, and never allow the 
sand to become dry. Some varieties root 
well in a fortnight, others may take longer. 

Potting.— As soon ns the cuttings are 
rooted they should lx; potted up into small 
(lots. On tm account must they be allowed 
to remain long in the propagating frame 
after they arc rooted. Evidence of root¬ 
ing will be given by fresh growth of a 
pale green kind. Two and a half-inch 
(Kits are quite large enough for the first 
potting, and these should be scrupulously 
clean and well drained. The soil lor this 
first potting should consist of good loam, 
leaf-mould, and coarse saml. Place a 
small quantity of soil over the crocks, then 
proceed to lift each rooted cutting, dis¬ 
turbing the roots as little as possible, and 
subsequently arranging them carefully 
before filling in the compost. Make tiie 
soil fairly firm from bottom to top, as the 
non-observance of this rule is a frequent 
cause of failure. When all the young 
plants have been potted they should lx* 
stood together in I lie same house, placing 
them as near to the roof glass as coti- 
venient. When established, they should be 
transferred to a shelf in a house where 
less close conditions prevail. As soon as 
the young plants are well established and 
growing freely, Iho growing points should 
lx* taken out. This will induce Hie plants 
to make a number of growths anil form a 
bushy s]x>ernipn. When these side growths 
are pushing freely they will need another 
shift, this time into (lots measuring 
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111 indies to 4 inches in diameter. Subse¬ 
quently th'ey should be given it final shift 
into (i-indi or 7-inch pots, according to 
die strength of tiie plants. The soil for 
these later rejiottlhgs should consist prin- 
tipiilly of good fibrous loam, to which 
should lie added a little old mortar rubble, 
soot, coarse sand, and bone-meal (coarse 
grade). During the summer months from 
June onwards the plants may be stood in 
cold-frames or pits. During tine weather 
the plants will benefit by having the lights 
entirely removed. Watering must be done 
with great care. Dryness may be usually 
detected by the grey condition of the i>ot 
when the latter is in sight, and to the in¬ 
telligent practitioner will prove an infal¬ 
lible guide. The important item of 
Staking must be given timely attention. 
Very strong, well-branched plants require 
more than one stick, some three, and very 
large ones, with numerous shoots, as many 


essential if the finest blooms are desired. 
If, after housing, any hot weather is ex- 
lierlcnced, the blinds should he let down 
for nil hour or two during the day and 
the plants lightly sprayed late in the after¬ 
noon. This will have a similar effect (o 
the night dews to which (lie pin ills were 
accustomed when out-of-doors. A suit¬ 
able temperature is 45 dogs, to 50 degs. at 
night, except during severe weather, when 
tile temperature should be allowed to drop 
a few degs. rather fhan resort to too much 
fire-heat. Avoid keeping tlie house too 
close, and do not over-water the plants, 
lather err ou the side of caution in wet, 
cold, and foggy weather, but when dry 
give them a good watering. As the flowers 
are cut or they fade oil the plant, the 
stems should lie cut down to within 
I inches or li inches of I he hast'. The 
plants will then produce a number of 
sturdy shoots and keep up a succession of 


I lies that X have, found to do well in the 
open are Britannia, May Day, Knchan- 
[ tress'. Empire Day, Baroness de Briencu, 
and White Wonder. F. W. ft. 

VIOLETS IN FRAMES FOR WINTER. 

(Iliii’i.Y to “ Kilmarnock.”) 

It is just as easy to have plenty of Violet 
blossoms iu winter as it is in spring if the 
necessary means can be had. In the first 
place, the young plants must have been 
propagated in spring not later than April 
and planted out 1 foot apart in some open 
situation where the land has been well 
manured and cultivated. Violets are very 
exhausting, especially to llie surface soil, 
and, therefore, they should not be planted 
on the same land two years in succession. 
During the summer the surface must have 
been frequently stirred to encourage 
growth, and in a very dry. hot season a 



Carnation Baroness de Brienen. From a photograph bij Mr. F. W. Gallop, Lilford Hall Gardens, Oundle. 


as five. Straight growths are an essential 
t" success, and, apart from that, vigorous 
slioots, if unsupported, are apt to snap 
off The final stopping of the plants re¬ 
quires much consideration, and must be 
determined by local circumstances as well 
as by the habit of the particular varieties. 
Such varieties as Enchantress and May 
Day, which respond somewhat quickly 
after the operation, may (in most locali¬ 
ties) be stopped about July 20th, while 
such varieties as Baroness de Brienen, 
t'aiula, K. F. Felton, and Pink Sensation 
are very slow, and cannot be stopiied later 
tliaii early June. 

Iba sing.— About the end of August or 
early in September tile plants must be re¬ 
moved to a light, airy house, as by this 
tune they will be pushing up flowering- 
shoots. The plants should be arranged 
thinly on tbe stages, and the house fumi¬ 
gated at the first opiiortunity to get rid of 
auy fly. Tying aud disbudding must be 
attended to, this latter operation being 
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flowers practically throughout the summer. 
Many varieties of Perpetual-flowering 
Carnations are invaluable for cultivation 
iu the 

Open garden. —Although a few growers 
have grown the plants in the open with 
great success, this method is far from 
general. Plants that have been flowering 
under glass during the preceding autumn 
and winter, and are furnished with a 
number of flowering shoots and buds, if put 
out early in May in well-prepared soil grow 
without tiie slightest check and bloom 
continuously till November. The plants 
need to he well prepared for growing in tiie 
o(ien, and if young plants only are avail¬ 
able, those lotted into 5-incli (Kits, witli 
five or six shoots, are best. These will 
make good plants by the end of May, hut 
will not flower so early as those described 
above. A position somewhat sheltered 
from strong winds should be selected Tor 
lliis ly|ie of Carnation, as the shoots are 
lialde to get badly broken by wind. Vnrie- 


mulck of old Mushroom-manure between 
! the. plants and an occasional soaking of 
water, with frequent syringing to keep 
I down red spider, will be very beneficial. 

If tiie blossoms are required early in 
1 November the plants should early in Sep¬ 
tember lie planted in the frames. Where 
Melons are grown iu pits or frames the 
Violets will do very well as a suecossional 
I crop iu the same beds. If there has been 
I any red spider on tbe Melons the frames 
should lie well scrubbed with soap and 
j water before the Violets are planted. 
Melons are usually grown in heavy loam, 
and to suit the Violets a few inches of 
lcaf-iuould should be placed ou the surface 
1 and well blended by forking it in. Move 
the plants with good balls and plant them 
so that they do not quite touch each other. 
Water them well iu and keep the lights 
■ off till the nights liecome colder, and at all 
times when not absolutely freezing, tbe 
plants must have ventilation in accordance 
witli the condition of the atmosphere. The 
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frame must be matted up In severe 
weather, and during mild weather sufficient 
water should be given to keep the roots 
moist. 


Increasing the Sweet-scented Verbena 

(Aloysia citrkxlora).—Those who appre¬ 
ciate this will now be thinking of propaga¬ 
tion. Plants which have been standing in 
cold frames may now be placed in the 
greenhouse and regularly watered. In a 
short time sturdy young shoots will be 
produced, which, if taken off with a heel 
and put into pots filled with sandy soil, 
will soon root. My own practice is to half- 
till tiie itots and place sheets of glass over 
the cuttings. This makes them airtight, 
prevents any flagging, and thus encourages 
early root formation. 1 have heard people 
say that the Lemon-scented Verbena is 
rather hard to strike, but by following the 
above method I never experience the 
slightest difficulty.—A Scottish Gardener. 

Cyclamens at Sprlngburn Park, Glasgow.— 
A feature at Springrburn Park ie the Persian 
Cyclamens, which are excellent this season. 
The strain is a good one. and the varied 
colours and oapital blooms give great pleasure 
to the visitors. —Glaswegian. 


FRUIT. 

APRICOTS. 

Of all our hardy fruits none is so appre¬ 
ciated, whether for dessert or for pre¬ 
serving, as the Apricot. Yet there is 
none which, in the majority of instances, 
is so difficult to grow. I have watched the 
behaviour of the tree both in Scotland and 
in England, and I am convinced that, in 
very few districts, can the Apricot be relied 
on for more than a very few years, the 
deadly branch-perishing setting in sooner 
or later. In these gardens Apricots have 
been tried in all conceivable ways and in 
all kinds of specially-prepared borders, 
and while, for a time, they appeared to be 
healthy and bore fairly good crops, the 
ultimate result was disaster. I fancy, 
although on this jioiiit I would not like to 
do more than theorise, that the prevalent 
method of grafting on unsuitable stocks 
may have something to do with the trouble. 

1 am rather confirmed in this view by the 
behaviour in widely differing districts of 
two trees which came under my notice 
during my journeyman days. The first 
was in Haddingtonshire. This tree was 
planted in a stable-yard, upon a coach¬ 
house wall, the cobbles with which the 
yard was paved reaching up to the butt 
of tiie tree. I was told—and I have no 
reason to doubt it—that It had been grown 
from a stone and had been allowed to 
grow at will from the beginning. When I 
knew the tree it was of considerable age, 
healthy and vigorous, and, during the two 
years in which I knew it, the crops were 
very good. Not very much time or pains 
were devoted to training, pruning, or 
manuring, the coachman, whose tree it 
was, attending to it himself. The other 
tree referred to was in Nottinghamshire. 
This tree was grown on the front of a 
cottager’s house, and, when I knew it, it 
had covered the whole of the front. It 
was practically wild—wild in so far that 
no attempt at pruning or training was 
made further than keeping the branches 
free from the windows. This tree must 
have been a seedling, too, for, being inter¬ 
ested in tiie matter, 1 searched narrowly 
for signs of grafting, which I was unable 
to detect. This tree, too, was of consider¬ 
able age, tiie owner saying that it had been 
a full-grown siieciinen when he came to the 
house. I knew this tree for two seasons 
also, in both of which it bore the best 
crops of Apricots I have ever seen, so much 
so Lhal its owner said that his rcut—a 
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modest one—was practically assured. I 
remember during the first winter in which 
I knew the tree that I offered to bring it 
into bounds for him, but my offer was de¬ 
clined, the grower saying that, a number 
of yeurs previously, one of the young gar¬ 
deners from the Hall had “ pruned ” it, 
with the result that the tree did not bear 
for three seasons afterwards. 

In both these cases the fruits were not 
noteworthy in point of size, nor could I 
name the variety, but the flavour was 
good, aud, as has been said, the crops 
won' abundant. Y’ears afterwards, on 
thinking the matter over in connection 
with my own failures, I came to the con¬ 
clusion—rightly or wrongly—that there are 
two things which interfere with success in 
growing Apricots. One, us has been indi¬ 
cated, is the unsuitability of the stock 
ui>on which it is grafted, the other, and 
possibly the more correct one, is that the 
ingrained love of the knife which most 
gardeners—more especially young gar¬ 
deners—possess may be responsible, in 
many cases, for failure. W. McGuffog. 

llalmae, Kirkcudbright. 

[The lah: Mr. Barron, in discussing this 
trouble of the Apricot with me in the 
Rogal Horticultural Society Gardens at 
Chiswick, where the branch-dying was 
general, said that the only way to avert 
the disaster teas to grow the trees from 
the stones. —T.] 


Pruning a Vine. —I have just taken a garden 
in which everything hae been much neglected, 
including a Vine, which tut present ie in a cold 
greenhouse. It eeeme to be a good, strong 
Vine, grown on the extension eyetem. with 
about 4 rode. It hae not yet been pruned. 
The bude eeem to have hardly begun to ewell, 
but I am afraid if I prune it it will bleed. I 
have Barron's book, and he eays never prune 
when the bude are eweiling, and advisee 
paintere' knotting to stop bleeding to some ex¬ 
tent. Had I better prune, using the knotting 
as I go on, or leave it ae it ie till early next 
winter? —Charles E. Moony 

[We think your best plan is to prune the 
Vine at once. As fast as you cut off the 
laterals dress the wounds at once with 
painters’ knotting. If this is done imme¬ 
diately after and continued as the prun¬ 
ing proceeds the sap will be prevented 
from exuding, or, in other words, bleeding 
cannot occur.] 

Orchard trees.— Hard weather provides 
a favourable opportunity for carting and 
wheeling manure to wTiere it is required 
in the orchard, whether ou Grass or under 
spade cultivation. This is a matter that 
does not receive the attention it should. 
For stimulating old trees farmyard manure 
is unequalled. A good dressing of this 
spread under them to as far as the 
branches extend and just buried beneath 
the surface works wonders. In Grass 
orchards, the turf, after having been re¬ 
moved, should be chopped to pieces before 
it is returned, treading it firmly after 
spreading it over the manure. In the event 
of farmyard manure being unavailable 
much good often results from an applica¬ 
tion of garden refuse in a thoroughly de- 
comixised condition, the value of which 
can be considerably increased if lime and 
some soot are incorporated with it. Ex¬ 
cellent results have also followed the 
digging up of the turf beneath trees iu 
Grass orchards and returning it after 
chopping it thoroughly to pieces. Verge 
trimmings, the sweepings from paths and 
drives, old soil, etc., when added to old 
hotbed manure form au excellent compost 
for the same purpose. The orchard is also 
the place where sewage aud the draiulugs 
from the farm and stable yards can, with 
advantage, be disposed of. The liquid 
should be diluted, If necessary, with plain 
water—A. W. 


VEGETABLES. 

INTERCROPTING. 

(Reply to “ S.”) 

The growing of two or more crops of a 
dissimilar nature simultaneously on the 
same plot of, ground is not so often prac¬ 
tised in kitchen gardens as used to be the 
cose. With the introduction of French 
gardening a revival of the method was, to 
some extent, awakened, for French gar¬ 
dening is, to all intents and purposes, 
double or intercropping of the ground, 
although carried out in great measure 
with tiie aid of frames and cloches, the 
main object being to have another crop 
coming ou before tiie first one has attained 
maturity or is ready for use. Some of tiie 
kitchen garden hands to whom the cropping 
arrangements used to be entrusted some 
years back were adepts at this mode ot 
producing vegetables, and they seldom 
allowed a piece of ground to lie idle. It 
is verv essential that the method be made 
the most of at this juncture, when every 
yard of cultivated ground should be made 
to produce garden food to its utmost 
capacity. 

The great thing Is to so arrange th*s 
crops that others cun either at the time or 
subsequently be planted or sown tie tween 
them. As an Instance of what is meant 
by this, the cropping of a warm border 
facing south may be given as an illustra¬ 
tion. Here Peas sown in rows C feet 
asunder form the primary crop. The 
ground between every two rows of Teas 
is planted with two rows of early Potatoes. 
When the moulding of the latter has been 
carried out a single row of autumn-sown 
Cauliflowers which have been wintered in 
frames and duly hardened off may be 
planted between the Potatoes and pro¬ 
tected at night either with large flower¬ 
pots or cloches. As the Potatoes, when 
ready, are dug, either Cauliflowers raised 
from seed sown at the opening of the year 
may be planted, or Cos and Cabbage 
Lettuces. When the Peas have been 
cleared double rows of tiie dwnrfer varie¬ 
ties or single rows of such kinds as Cana¬ 
dian Wonder French Bean may be sown 
for autumn supply. When the early Cauli¬ 
flowers have been cut draw the stumps and 
sow the ground down to Endive. By these 
means the ground will have been continu¬ 
ously cropped from January until the end 
of October, and then left vacant in good 
time to receive Its annual manuring and 
digging. Another way Is to sow some of 
the plots between the Peas with Spinach; 
others with Radishes, Tom Thumb or 
Golden Queen Lettuces, Early Queen 
Onions, Turnips, and Shorthorn Carrots. 
Another way is to crop the spaces between 
the Peas with Radishes, and as these are 
cleared to plant early Savoys, Rosette 
Colewort, other small-hearted types of 
Cabbage, Cauliflowers, and t.he various 
types of Cos and Cabbage Lettuces for 
summer use. French Beans may take the 
place of the Peas, or the ground can be 
utilised for the raising of succession crops 
of Globe Beet or planted with Celeriac. 
Any of these arrangements leaves the 
ground free for manuring and digging In 
winter. 

Again, the alleys are invariably left 
vacant between Asjiarngus beds, but a row 
of Hardy Winter White Cos Lettuce or 
Cauliflowers Early London and Walchcren 
may be put in down the centre of each, 
which is better than allowing them to re¬ 
main idle, as cither comes off by the time 
Asparagus-cutting ceases, or soon after. 
Newly-planted Strawberry beds are gener¬ 
ally intercropped the first season either 
with Lettuces, Radishes, or unythiugj 
which comes off before the foliage of the 
Strawberries requires more space. Celery 
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trenches, if opened out early in the season, 
am be put to much greater use than is 
usually the ease. The banks of soil be¬ 
tween the trendies can, to begin with, be 
sown either with Peas or French Beans, 
it matters not which, as either will be out 
of the way before the moulding of Celery 
commences. The trenches will carry a 
crop of Radishes, early Cabbage Lettuces, 
or anything that will bo over in time for 
Celery-planting to be done at the end of 
Jlay or during Juue. By allowing a foot 
or more space than usual between the rows 
of Scarlet Runners the ground can be 
cropp-d between with advantage. The 
ground between Brussels Sprouts can. If 
the rows are planted 3 feet apart, be sown 
with Turnips, and the same with autumn 
Cauliflowers and Broccoli, the ground be¬ 
tween which, while the plants are in their 
early stages of growth, never need lie idle. 

One could go on adding instances in 
which double or intercropping is not only 
possible, but advantageous at a time like 
the present, but sufficient has been said to 
show how it can be accomplished, which 
renders may adopt in their entirety or 
modify to suit their own particular castes. 

A. W. 


TRENCHING AND DIGGING. 
Trenching is a matter of much importance 
in tlie treatment of garden ground, par¬ 
ticularly that part devoted to vegetables, 
and it ought to be done well and wisely. 
It requires both judgment and experience 
to decide how much, if any, of the sub-soil 
should he placed upon the top. Sub-soils 
vary hi> much that no certain rule or cor¬ 
rect guide can be laid down upon this 
[joint. There is one o|jeration that is ap¬ 
plicable to every variety of sub-soil (which, 
if neglected, no trenching enn be said to 
be efficiently carried out), that is, loosen¬ 
ing and breaking up the bottom of the 
trench. The more thoroughly that Is done 
the greater will be the ultimate benefit re¬ 
sulting therefrom. Another very important 
point to he considered is the proper season 
at which to trench. No doubt autumn Is 
the best time for such work, and the earlier 
it is don-e the better, before the surface 
soil parts.with the heat obtained from the 
summer sun. The next consideration of 
im|>ortance is the 

Application op manure during the 
operation of trenching. Many people never 
trench in manure, whilst, on the other 
hand, some think it best to do so. If 
manure bo buried deeply in the trench it is 
well to use it in the green slate, thus giving 
the ground the full benefit. If trenching 
lie done in the autumn the manure will, by 
the following summer, he decomposed, and 
should the weather then be dry, deep-root¬ 
ing plants will very soon go in search of it 
and he greatly benefited thereby. There 
are, however, iieople who prefer putting 
the manure near the surface, with a view 
to benefit the soil underneath by the wash¬ 
ing in of the manure by rain. This ques¬ 
tion, however, must be settled according 
to opinion or circumstances. The 

Proper depth to trench must depend 
npon the natural depth and character of 
the soil, and also the depth that has been 
gone to in previous trenchings. If the sub¬ 
soil be bad, no portion of it should be 
brought to the surface, but a few inches of 
it may with advantage be stirred and left 
there for a time, and the essence of the 
manure washed down by rains beoomes 
mixed with, and gradually improves, it by 
the time the land again requires trenching. 
In two or three years these few inches of 
bottom-soil can be brought to the top, and 
a little more of the bottom loosened up and 
left a a before. Where the subsoil is 
ordinary clay, a coufde of Inches, at this 
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and every subsequent time the hind is 
trenched, may with advantage be brought 
to the top, but where this is done the work 
should be carried out in the autumn or 
early winter, so as to allow of the clay 
getting mellow and in a fit state to be 
forked over previous to the time of 
cropping. In digging or trenching in 
autumn and winter the ground can scarcely 
be thrown up too roughly. As large n sur¬ 
face as possible should he exposed to the 
action of the atmosphere. No time should 
be wasted in attempting to break it down; 
rain and frost will do this. 


THE WART DISEASE OF POTATOES 
ORDER OF 1917. 

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
by virtue and in exercise of the powers 
vested in them under the Destructive In¬ 
sects and Pests Acts, 1877 and 1907, and of 
every other power enabling them in this 
behalf, do order, and it is hereby ordered, 
as follows: — 

(1) Prohibition of Planting of Potatoes 
on Premises where Wart Disease has Oc- 
cureil Except by Licence.—No person shall 
plant Potatoes, or cause or permit Potatoes 
to be planted, in any field, garden, or 
allotment in his occupation on which Pota¬ 
toes affected with wart disease have been 
grown in a previous year, unless such 
planting is authorised by, and is in accord¬ 
ance with tile conditions (if any) imposed 
by, a licence granted by an Inspector of 
the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries or 
of the Local Authority, and any person 
who shall plant Potatoes, or cause or per¬ 
mit Potatoes to be planted, in contraven¬ 
tion of tills provision, or who shall [lermit 
to remain in any field, garden, or allot¬ 
ment in Ills occupation, anyone planting 
Potatoes in contravention of this pro¬ 
vision, shall lie liable on conviction to a 
penalty not exceeding ten pounds, unless 
he proves to the satisfaction of the Court 
that he did not know that Poatocs affected 
with wart disease had been grown on the 
laud in n previous year. 

(2) Extension of Restriction on Planting 
in Infected Area.—Any person who shall 
permit to remain in any field, garden, oi 
allotment in his occupation, which is situ¬ 
ate In an infected area declared for the 
purposes of the Wart Disease of Potatoes 
(Infected Areas) Order of 1914, Potatoes 
which have been planted without the 
authority of a licence granted under that 
Order or otherwise than in accordance with 
the conditions imposed by a licence so 
granted, shall be liable on conviction io a 
penalty not exceeding ten pounds 

(3) Definition.—The expression “ wart 
disease” means the disease affecting 
Potatoes which is known as Synchytriuni 
endoblotieum or wart disease of Potatoes, 
black scab, Cauliflower disease, or Potato 
canker: and the expression "the local 
authority” means as regurds any district 
the local authority for the district under 
the Diseases of Animals Act, 1S94. 

(4) Commencement.—This Order shall 
come into operation on the first day of 
February, nineteen hundred and seventeen. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Poultry manure tor Potatoes. —Will you 
kindly state whether road-scrapings mixed 
'with above would be suitable as a manure for 
Potatoes, or with what substance the poultry 
manure should be mixed for this purpose.— 
E. B. 

[If the road-serapings are free of any 
deleterious matter you may certainly mix 
the poultry manure with them. If the 
latter is under cover, as it should be, the 
mixing, unless you intend applying the 
resulting mixture and digging it in at once, 
should be done in an open shed and the 


rualerial kept there ti 11 ^required. Poultry 
manure may be mixed with ten times its 
bulk of soil of any description, clay ex¬ 
cepted, but the finer the condition of the 
soil the more evenly can the mixture be 
distributed. If the road-serapings are ob¬ 
tained from tarred macadam roads they 
would be unfit for the purpose. From 
1 lb. to 1J lb. of the poultry manure ]>cr 
square yard is a safe quantity to apply, so 
if you weigh off 1 lb. or 1} lb. and add 
10 lb. of soil to get an idea as to the total 
quantity required per square yard aud 
measure it, the mi sing of the remainder is 
a very simple matter. Applied on these 
llr.es it is then a safe manure to use for 
any vegetable crop for which recently- 
manured ground is suitable.] 

Artificial manure for light sell.—I have 
just secured an allotment of a little over 
300 square yards. It has been cultivated for a 
number of years, and the eotl ie rather on the 
light and sandy side. I intend growing Pota¬ 
toes, Broad Beans, Carrots, and Parsnips, and 
have secured a good cartload of rotten farm¬ 
yard manure (horse and cow). What artificial 
manure would you recommend? What quan¬ 
tity will be required, and when and how should 
it be applied? The ground has not been dug 
yet owing to the severe frost.—F ernsidb. 

[The quantity of manure mentioned will 
dress about one-third of the plot of ground 
in question. Can you not obtain sufficient 
of It to manure the whole of the plot, as 
tlie yield in regard to crop would then be 
far more satisfactory than if artificials 
arc employed? We note the manure you 
have on hand contains a certain amount 
of cow-dung. This is fortunate, as you 
can have no better stimulant for a sandy 
soil. The cow dung renders the soil cooler, 
consequently it will not dry out so quickly 
in a time of drought as if stable-manure 
alone were employed. It is for this reason 
that we advise you to obtain two more 
loads of manure similar to that you 
already have, and, if possible to do so. 
you will not regret the outlay. If obliged 
to resort to artificials you cannot do better 
than apply to a horticultural sundriesman 
or seedsman and ask him to supply a 
Potato manure, using it according to 
directions. If you should wish to make a 
mixture at home take five parts of super¬ 
phosphate. two of sulphate of ammonia, 
and six of kninit, mix all together, and 
apply 3 oz. to the square yard. If unable 
to obtain kninit use bone-meal in the same 
proportion. The quantities of each re¬ 
quired would be 14 lb. superphosphate, 
7 lb. sulphate, and 14 lb. kninit. If you 
double these quantities there would be a 
surplus which could lie applied between 
tlie rows previous to moulding up the 
Potatoes. Get the ground manured and 
dug ns early as possible.] 

Peas.^-For early planting, seed of an ap¬ 
proved variety sown in pots at this time will 
be found of value. For tbia purpose the 
" paper ” pots referred to in the case of Sweet 
Peas will be found very handy. The seeds may 
be sown quite thickly, and when planting- 
time comes the seedlings can be shaken out 
and planted singly with trowel or dibber. I 
incline to the belief that plants shaken out 
and dibbed in separately bear pods more 
quickly than when the potfuls are planted in 
chimps. Of one thing I am certain: Sweet 
Peas treated in this way bloom much earlier— 
with me. at any rate—than when put out in 
potfuls without separation. 

Mammoth White Runner Beans.— With re¬ 
gard to these. I use them when from 8 inches 
to 9 inches long. They are then as delicate as 
good French Beans, and the plants continue 
to bear freely t-ill cut down by frost. I have 
grown this variety for about twelve years, 
and though I try some other kind against- it 
every year, I still find it far the best.—Garden. 

Parsnips require a long season of growth, 
and the main batc-h will be sown as soon as 
the soil is in good working condition.— G. 
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BEES. 

REE-KEEPINO AND TIIE GARDEN. 
From IIio pmlcner’a ixiint. of view the l«'e 
is indlsponKiible. There ifi no better ferti¬ 
liser of fruit blossoms, nrul instances are 
known where trees yielding inferior crops 
have produced an ahundance of fruit after 
the. introductinu of bees into the vicinity. 
Gardeners know the value of Uie bee well 
enough, yet, strange to say, as a class they 
neglect, bee-keeping. By so doing they 
lose a great deal both in their gardens in 
the way of fruits, and in their homes in 
tlie way of extra, easily-obtained, valuable 
food, If l>oos had no slings how many 
IKsiple would kee|* them? Yet. the sting 
ought not to prevent bee-keeping, because 
by taking the simple precautions of veil, 
gloves, etc., and by exercising ordinary 
common sense this profitable and inexpen¬ 
sive oecupatinn ean be undertaken by any¬ 
one. 

The beginner should commence in a small 
way, with one lilve of bees (or at most 
two) and one empty, fitted hive in reserve. 
A swarm hived in May or early Juno 
should produce at least -0 lbs. of honey, 
as well as benefiting the fruit-trees. Con¬ 
sidering the undoubted increase in fruit, 
the little time demanded, the satisfaction in 
eating your own honey—n nourishing food, 
a valuable tonic, and a splendid remedy 
for chest and voice troubles, the genuine 
pleasure in observing ibe wonderful habits 
of the bee—considering all this. I say, it is 
surprising that bee-keeping is left to the 
comparative few-. It brings advantages 
nil round. I started live years ago with 
one swarm, a small book, and no know¬ 
ledge. T have had distinct success—one 
year excepted—and in 101C my harvest 
from four hives was ISO lbs. of honey, ns 
welt as an addition of two swarms to my 
small, but sufficient, apiary. I therefore 
get. plenty of return from my bees, but, 
apart from this, the pleasure in attending 
to them and in learning their wondrous 
ways is nlone worth the very little trouble 
they give. 

Begin now by choosing a site facing S. 
or N.E. and making a hive yourself (saving 
riOs.). It will cost about 10s. to fit It up, 
but. in bee-keeping the first cost is the final 
cost in appliances. Get into touch with 
Hie secretary of your County Bee-keei>er s 
Association to arrange fora swarm in May 
or early June, and to pick up a few “tips" 
on commencing. Remember, also, that in 
bee-keeping, experience teaches very 
quickly, the profits, directly in honey and 
indirectly in bettor and more fruit, are 
great, the. I ini 1 ' required for attention is 
quite small, manipulation i« easy, and the 
intellectual profit is undoubted. 

Don’t buy old appliances or old stocks 
of bees without expert advice. 

Take precautions, be thoughtful, clean, 
and gentle, and you will be a successful 
bee-keeper. B. R. n. 


Bee-keeping is a cheap, effective, and 
most profitable form of food production 
which is sadly neglected in England. It 
seems to me that such a paper as yours 
would extend its usefulness and increase 
its attractiveness by including an article 
on bee-keeping regularly. This article 
should be simple and to the point, for the 
amateur, on non-forcing lines, and would, 

I am quite convinced, be valued, and be 
the means of adding considerably to the 
honey product of our own land, besides, of 
course, increasing the fruit products loos 
loing Nature’s best fertilisers. If is re¬ 
grettable that this part of gardening Is so j 
much neglected— Bernard R. Hihreut | 
(Vicar). ; \ertlirooil Virn rape. Burlmi-on- I 
Trail. 

Digits 



THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom February 20th.— .Snowdrops, IVinlrr 
Aconite. Erica cornea (in variety), E. mediter- 
ranea hybrida, E. m. ylauca. E. lusitanica. 

The week's work. —A general thaw having set 
in. any planting of shrubs that has still to he 
done should be proceeded with as eoon as the 
soil ie in a fit condition, but in cases where 
further planting can be left over until autumn, 

I would recommend that this alternative be 
adopted, for, notwithstanding every care in 
lifting, transplanting, and replanting, spring 
planting involves much labour in watering 
during the summer. In the case of long-estab¬ 
lished shrubs intended to be removed next 
autumn, they may be prepared for trans¬ 
planting by pruning their roots at the present 
time. Small plants will only need to have 
their toots cut round with a spade, from 
10 inches to 12 inches from the stem, but large 
ehrube that need to have a mass of soil re¬ 
tained with the roots require greater care. 
A trench should be .thrown out and the roots 
cut at tlie same time. The dimensions of the 
root-mass must be decided before commencing 
to cut the roots. The soil returned to the 
trenches should be made very firm. Chimps of 
Pampas Grass should now be trimmed, the 
old inflorescences removed, and the plants 
generally made tidy. The present, is a suit¬ 
able time to plant the Pampas Grass. A posi- j 
tion by the side of a stream or lake is most 
suitable, but the site should he a. fairly 
sheltered one. otherwise strong winds will 
break the plumes. Tlie best soil for the 
Pampas Gra>» is a moderately light one with 
which has been incorporated some well-decayed 
manure. As the inflorescences are developing 
in summer, copious supplies of water at the 
roots will be of great l>enefit. Established beds 
of Lily of the Valley should be made tidy and 
the plants given a top-dressing of discarded 
potting soil or manure from a spent Mushroom 
bed mixed with leaf-mould and sand. Where 
new beds have yet to l>e planted they should 
be prepared at once. Bede containing spring- 
flowering plants should be examined, and any 
gaps that have occurred made good from the 
reserve border. As eoon as the ground be¬ 
comes dry enough to permit of the work being 
done, stir the surface of the beds lightly with 
the Dutch hoe and make firm any plants that 
have become loosened in the soil through the 
frost. Border Carnations that have been 
wintered in pots should be planted at the first 
opportunity. If planted early they have a 
longer season to become established, and, con¬ 
sequently. flower more profusely. Carnations 
that were planted in autumn and have failed 
should be replaced. The live ones should be 
divested of imperfect and diseased foliage, the 
soil stirred, and a dressing of soot applied. 

The present is a suitable time to plant 
Ranunculus. The best eoil is one composed of 
a rich, rather light loam, with which have 
been incorporated some well-decomposed oow- 
nianure and sand. The col-ms should be 
planted claws down, about 2 inches deep, and 
3 inches apart. Planting for a succession of 
bloom may be continued until the end of 
March. Turban Ranunculuses planted at. the 
present time flower about the end of May, 
and Persian sorts the middle of June. The 
stock of flower seeds should be examined at 
frequent intervals, so that no subject ie over¬ 
looked for sowing at its proper time. Seeds of 
Begonia, Ageratum. Pansy, Heliotrope, and 
plants of a similar nature should be sown 
now. Lupinus polyphyllus doe6 splendidly a* 
an annual. I have flowered it the Game year 
by sowing in the open, but it. is worth the 
extra trouble to raise the plants under glass. 
Three-inch pots are a suitable size, placing 
one seed in each. The plants may he put out 
in April. Tubers of any sorts of Dahlias it ie 
desired to increase should be put into boxes 
with some leaf-soil, placed in a warm-house, 
and kept moist. When they have made shoots 
from 3 inches to 4 inches long these should be 
detached with a heel or small piece of the 
old tuber attached, dibbled singly into small 
pots of light sandy soil, and placed in a close 
propagating case, where they will soon root. 
They should be removed from the case as soon 
ax rooted, giving them a light position well up 
to the glass. F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Jfall Gardene. Ovndle.Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

| Intermediate Stocks.—Those desirous of 
I having a continuous display of Stocks 
| throughout the summer and autumn should 
grow the above, of which several beautiful and 
distinct varieties are to be had. Foremost of 
the series are the East Lothian, of which 
there are three colours, the scarlet and white 
being the most effective. The Covent Garden 
strain is equally worthy of cultivation. The 
seed should be sown thinly in pane at the pre¬ 
sent time and placed in gentle warmth to 
germinate. The variety named All the Year 
Round is another fine sort, the flowers being 
of the purest white and freely produced over 
a long period. It has a compact habit of 
growth, and belongs to the Wallflower-leaved 
section. This should be grown wherever white 
flowers are in demand for cutting. March is 
quite early enough to sow the Ten Week varie¬ 
ties, and some defer doing so till April. 

Fibrous-rooted Begonias.—Where required 
for the open air, the plants should be raised 
at the present time by sowing seed of the de¬ 
sired varieties in heat. The seed being very 
fine, great care must be exercised in the pre¬ 
paration of the soil in the pots or pane in 
which it is to l»e sown. The surface must con¬ 
sist of fine sandy soil, which should be made 
quite level. The lightest covering of very fine 
saiUly soil or of sand alone is necessary after 
the 6eed is sown. If the compost ie made 
thoroughly moist liefore the seed is sown and 
the pots or pans kept covered and shaded, 
little or no water should he required until 
tlie seedlings appear. 

Other seeds to sow. For the decoration of 
the warm greenhouse there are a few subjects 
which can he easily raised from seed at this 
season. Of these, there are Impatiene Sultani 
(the Zanzibar Balsam), Torenia Fournieri, and 
Celosia- pyramidali6 coccinea. For a cooler 
temperature there are the Tuberous Begonias, 
Schizanthus in variety. Salvia splendens. 
Primula obeonica grandiflora, P. malacoidee, 
the Camellia - flowered Balsam, Francoa 
•amosa. and sweet-scented Tobacco (Nicotinia 
iflinis; tlie red-flowered variety of Tobacco is 
iIso useful as a pot plant. The foregoing hints 
nay be serviceable to many wbo aie unable 
under present circumstances to grow their 
usual decorative subjects. 

Outdoor Peaches and Nectarines.—Tn the 
majority of instances tlie trees will, as n re- 
snlt- of the shortage of labour last season, re¬ 
quire more attention now than would other- 
wise have been the case. As good growth was 
made, more shoots were laid in than are now 
required for fruiting, as well as for the general 
welfare of the trees. The first thing to do in 
such cases is to thin out these growths, get¬ 
ting rid of the weakest and least ripened of 
hem first. If too many remain after this, a 
still further thinning must then take place. 
As a guide to those who do not know when 
this has lieen sufficiently done, there should 
be just enough shoots left in all parts of the 
tree so that when trained out they stand not 
less than 4 inches to 5 inches apart. The prun¬ 
ing should be carefully done, using a sharp 
knife for the purpose, secateurs being most un¬ 
suitable for the pruning of Peach-trees. If 
brown-scale is present or if the growths were 
much infested with "fly'' lost year, the trees 
should be well cleaned before tying or nailing, 
as the case may be. Gishnrst Compound, if 
used according to directions, ie a good remedy 
for both peets. Where nailing is practised. it 
is a good plan to detach -the trees, except the 
main branches, and remove the shreds and 
nails, and give both a good cleaning after¬ 
wards if new shreds and nails cannot be 
afforded. Plunging the 6hreds into nearly 
boiling water kills all Insects secreted in them, 
and os soon as dry all that are serviceable are 
ready for nse. The nails are easily cleaned if 
placed in an old saucepan and stood over a 
fire until red hot. By moving them about 
briskly when emptied out on a stone or brick 
floor, the mortar at once becomes detached 
from their points. A little machine or linseed 
oil poured over them afterwards makes them 
appear as good as new. If new shreds are re¬ 
quired. Dean's medicated are better than those 
of ordinary cloth, as they are insect proof and 
last in goorl condition for several years 
Training.—This should be done as efficiently 
as time and labour will allow. The main 
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branches should first receive attention, and 
after these have been regulated and tied in 
position with tarred twine, lay oat the etib- 
Kidiary branches, and finally the young shoots, 
keeping all as straight as may be without 
having to resort to force or unnatural means 
to attain that end. Boards or long litter laid 
on the alley to tread upon while this is going 
on will prevent the surface being trodden into 
a pasty mass. When training is completed, 
lightly fork the surface over, and if the trees 
are in need of such assistance, apply a dress¬ 
ing of some concentrated fruit manure before¬ 
hand. 

Jerusalem Artichokes—To save time later 
on. these, a* soon as the ground is in fit con¬ 
dition. may be planted. Many imagine that 
Artichokes succeed in any kind of soil, and 
Hiat no manure is necessary. The soil should 
not he made too rich, it is true, but the yield 
h oft time* not half what it should he simply 
from the want of an occasional dressing of 
manure. That they will succeed on the same 
plot of ground for yearn is a. well-known fact, 
all that is required in such case being the 
attention just referred to. The rows should 
l>e from 2i feet to 3 feet apart, and plant the 
nets, which should he medium-sized and of 
good shape. 15 inches apart. Unfortunately, 
Artichokes are not very popular, otherwise 
they would provide an easy means of increas¬ 
ing the food supply next autumn and winter. 
The white skinned variety is the better one to 
grow. 

Tomatoes. Another sowing of approved 
varieties should l>e made now. which will 
afford a good supply of plants for setting out 
in unheated pit* and house* when safe to do 
*». In the meantime the plants can l>e grown 
<>n so that they will he of good size when 
circumstance** allow of their being planted. 
Plants raised in January are now ready for 
potting off. Medium-sized 60s are suitable, 
and the plants should l>e dropped into the 
soil up to the seed-leaf, care being taken when 
firming them not to damage the etems. The 
potting is beet done in the house they are 
raised in. and after they recover from the 
shift Mland the plants on a shelf in the stove 
«»r similarly-heated structure for a time until 
they become well rooted. 

Parsnips. —As soon as the soil can be caught 
in the right condition, the plot for this crop 
should he got reaily for the sowing of the seed 
in drills drawn 2 inches deep and 1 foot 
asunder. A fine tilth should he secured, so 
that the seed may be securely covered. To 
this end the surface must be thoroughly 
pulverised and raked down to a fine condition 
in advance. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Early Peaches.--Fruits in the early house 
will now be swelling freely. The trees are well 
*y ringed twice daily on bright days, once 
being sufficient on dull days. Tie down the 
**hoota as they progress, retaining only growths 
required for next year’s fruiting. Any left 
for the purpose of drawing a supply of sap to 
the fruit should be stopped at the third leaf, 
and the lateral growth to one leaf. Stop 
extra strong-growing ehoote on young trees to 
mure a more even flow of sap. The final 
thinning of the fruit should not take place 
until stoning is over. Pay attention to the 
■tthudding of tree* in 

Successional houses, hut do not take off too 
many shoots at once, especially if the trees 
are weak, a* this will check them. In disbud¬ 
ding the operator must be guided by the char¬ 
acteristics of each individual tree. Generally 
speaking, the first outside growth at the base 
of the shoots should be retained, also the 
‘erminal growth on each shoot, this latter for 
intension. Other ehoote must he left alter¬ 
nately at distances of about 1 foot apart. Any 
strong, sappy shoots which spring from the 
iarger branches are better removed altogether, 
a* they tend to destroy the balance of the 
tree. Later trees as they approach the flower¬ 
ing stage should be fumigated moderately for 
k'reen-fly, or this may ruin the crop later. 
Peaches set very well at this season on healthy 
trees In a temperature of 50 degs., but it is 
alwaye advisable to pass the camel’s hair 
brush ever the flower* every day. 

Google 


Melons.—The earliest plants are now making 
better progress, and as the days lengthen 
more sun may bo expected. Keep a steady 
bottom-heat of 75 degs. to 80 degs., and a night 
temperature of 65 degs. to 70 (legs., with a 
further rise of 15 degs. on bright day* after the 
house is closed. Give a little air early on 
bright days whenever possible, always avoid¬ 
ing cold draughts. Select the first fruits that 
show, allowing three fruits to a plant. Stop 
the shoots at the second leaf above the fruit, 
ami pinch out all side shoots. Secure a moist- 
growing atmosphere by frequent damping of 
the paths and beds. Successional batches are 
maintained by sowing at intervals of four 
weeks in 3-inch pots and planting out from 
these. During frosty weather such as we have 
experienced recently, work of a preliminary 
or preparatory character should be undertaken 
to save time when the busy season arrives. 
Manure should lie carted to where it is re¬ 
quired, and suitable mulchings applied to 
newly - planted trees. Manure should lie 
wheeled to established trees which show signs 
of weakness while the ground is firm. The 
soil of old or char dp i* generally impoverished 
and well-decayed manure is one of the best 
materials to enrich it. Lacking this, basic 
slag, lime, or any other stimulating sub¬ 
stances are valuable. As a rule, trees that are 
bearing freely fail to make much growth. 
These should be given rich top-dressings of a 
stimulating nature. The relabelling of tree* 
may be undertaken when other outside work 
cannot be proceeded with satisfactorily. Re¬ 
move all decayed fruits from the fruit-room, 
and keep everything in the store a* clean ns 
possible. f 

Vegetable garden. In this locality all 
Brassicas have suffered severely from the re¬ 
cent frost*. The earliest batch of spring 
Cabbage is killed outright, and later hatches 
are severely crippled. Late Broccoli is also 
badly cut up. and most of the plants will 
perish. Tn view of this, everything possible 
must be done to forward crop* sown under 
glass, so that young plant* may be ready to 
put out as early in the season as possible. 
Cauliflower, Cabbage, and Brussels Sprouts 
sown in boxes will soon be ready for pricking 
out into frames. The beds are made up to 
within a few inches of the gla*s, and the 
plants pricked out 3 inches to 4 inches apart. 
All these plants must he grown as hardy and 
stocky as possible, so that when the time 
arrives for planting they may l>e able to with¬ 
stand a few degrees of frost or cold winds. 
Lettuces raised from seed sown in boxes are 
pricked off into frames immediately the second 
leaf appears, and further sowings of both 
Cabbage and Cos varieties made under glass. 
The seedlings for the earliest crop of Celery 
will lie pricked off into boxes filled with light 
rich soil as soon a* large enough, putting the 
plant* about 2J inches apart, all ways. The 
boxes are placed in a moderate temperature, 
and care taken to avoid a check. 

Potatoes in pits are earthed up as soon as 
they are 6 inches high by placing amongst 
them old potting soil which has been pre¬ 
viously warmed to the temperature of the pit. 
Previous to earthing up they are given a good 
watering with clear tepid water. A further 
planting lias been made under glass. Potatoes 
in pits should he freely ventilated during mild 
weather. New plantations of 

Seakale may be made, as soon as the ground 
is in a workable condition, from sets which 
were prepared during the winter and placed in 
boxes of sand. The ground for this crop hav¬ 
ing been deeply trenched and well manured, 
the sets should be inserted with the tope just 
below the surface at a distance of 15 inches 
from each other in rows 2 feet apart. If it is 
intended to plant permanent beds for forcing 
on the ground, the sets should be planted in 
clumps of three in a space of about 10 inches, 
allowing a distance of 2 feet each way 
between the clumps, so that they may be con¬ 
veniently covered with the pots. When 
growth has commenced, examine them care¬ 
fully, and reduce the number of shoots to 
one on each crown. 

Parsnip roots of last year’s crop still in the 
ground should be lifted and stored (under a 
north wall for preference) in ashes or soil. 
Afterwards the ground they occupied should 
be dug without delay. 


Herbs are so essential that special efforts 
should he made to ensure a regular supply 
all through the season. A well kept herb 
border with tlie plants nicely arranged is riot 
only useful, but interesting. The present is a 
mi liable time to divide and transplant any of 
the perennial kinds that may require it and to 
clean and apply a good top-dressing of leaf- 
soil and sand to the rest of the species. A 
plantation of Mint will remain profitable for 
a considerable number of years if an annual 
surface dressing of well-decayed leaf-soil is 
applied. Tarragon, usually much in demand, 
may now be freely divided and replanted in 
row* 12 inches apart, or it may be planted 
thinly over the bed and covered with 2 inches 
of good light soil and mulched with rotten 
manure. Both the Lemon and common Thyme 
delight in a porous soil, nothing being lietter 
than rood grit Tor these plants. These may 
be proiMigated by division at the present time 
or from seed sown in March in drill* 6 inches 
apart, thinning out anil transplanting when 
the seedlings are large enough to handle. 
They may also be increased from cuttings in 
autumn. Winter Savory should be divided and 
.replanted, in row's 1 foot apart. Summer 
Savory is raised annually; the seed should tie 
sown on a warm border in drills 9 inches 
apart and the seedlings eventually thinned to 
about 6 inches apart. Sweet Marjoram i* 
raised annually. Pot Marjoram can be raised 
from seed or the old plants lifted, divided, and 
replanted. Fennel is raised from *eed, the old 
plants remaining serviceable for some con¬ 
siderable time. Endeavour to arrange all the 
perennial species at one end of the border and 
the annual species at the other. 

F. W. Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Colcl-frames.—Tn this district the frost has 
been severe and prolonged, and, as a conse¬ 
quence, it has been needful to provide some¬ 
what heavy coverings for cold-frames in which 
are wintered the more tender summer-bloom¬ 
ing subjects. On the approach of a higher 
temperature, these extra coverings will l>e 
promptly removed—the lack of light being at 
time* as dangerous as the frost. Any plants 
in such frames which may have become a 
‘rifle frozen will he thawed as gradually as 
possible. Where Auricula* are wintered in 
frame*, let the dead or damped foliage l>e re¬ 
moved, ami if any of these are grown in pot* 
the/ may now be repotted. A good friable 
loam, with the addition of a little root**! cow- 
manure and a proportion of leaf-mould and 
sand, will be found to suit Auriculas very well. 
Seed* of the Primrose family can be sown in 
boxes; but if it he desired to hasten their ger¬ 
mination, they do not object, to a little more 
beat than a cohl-frame provides. 

Lothian Stocks. Assuming that these wero 
sown in the beginning of January, the seed 
lings will now he ready for pricking off. I 
prefer to put them rather thickly into boxes 
rather than to put them into pots, as is prac¬ 
tised by some. They take up lees room in the 
boxes, and watering is more readily done in 
the correct way than is the case when pots 
are used. The value of Lothian Stocks is much 
greater than that of the Ten Week variety, 
and, in addition, it ought to be remembered 
that the former provide a display not only 
during summer and autumn, hut in the spring 
as well. 

Margaret Carnations.—These, too, have 
been pricked off, also into boxes. To give the 
seedlings a good start they are, meantime, 
beihg given a moderate heat. Like all the 
family, this special variety does not appre¬ 
ciate too much water, although, naturally, 
when the boxes are full of roots, and with 
increasing sunshine, more moisture will he 
necessary than i« at present the case. Mar¬ 
garet Carnations succeed in some gardens 
where the ordinary border varieties fail. The 
majority of the blooms are double, of many 
colours, and are freely produced in six months 
from the date of sowing. 

Propagating bedding Pelargoniums. These 
are not now so much esteemed a* was the 
case a number of years ago; hut where for any 
reason it ie desired pq increase the stock, a 
beginning can be made. It must be remem- 
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bered that Pelargoniuma, like all plants with 
succulent eterne, are not easily propagated in 
a damp case, but if put thickly into eandy soil 
in shallow boxes and placed upon hot-water 
pipes they will soon root. The young plants 
will then be in good condition for potting off 
by the time that another house with the neces¬ 
sary heat is' available for their accommoda¬ 
tion. 

Coleuses.—It is intended to make some use 
of these for greenhouse decoration during the 
coming season. Cuttings, therefore, from 
stock plants are being taken as they are pro¬ 
curable, and in the propagating case soon root. 
If kept in stove heat during their early stages 
and potted on regularly, in a few months 
handsome specimens may be secured. A sow¬ 
ing of seeds of a good strain will also be made 
for the same purpose. On plants from such a 
sowing, if grown on without pinching, the 
foliage will be larger than that from pinched 
specimens grown from cuttings. As it will be 
necessary to devote the greater part of the 
season to outside work, the value of these 
easily-grown, showy, and useful plants in 
greenhouses will be obvious. 

Border Chrysanthemums.—Stools wintered 
in a cold-frame have been lifted, the roots 
trimmed, and after being planted in light 
sandy soil, are being given a little heat. 
Under such treatment plenty of good cuttings, 
which root very readily, is soon available. It 
is an advantage if these cuttings can be kept 
airtight, as thereby rooting is hastened; but 
if it is impossible to do this they ought to be 
sprinkled overhead with the syringe morning 
and evening, in order to prevent or to mini¬ 
mise flagging. 

Plant-houses.-The time is at hand when 
propagation of almost everything required for 
stove, greenhouse, or conservatory may be suc¬ 
cessfully undertaken. There is no need to 
particularise, for cuttings of all kinds seem to 
root more quickly and more vigorously than 
at other times. In the stove, Bouvardias, 
Justicias. and Pentas carnea, which w'ere cut 
back, are now throwing plenty of good cuttings 
from 3 inches to 4 inches long, and these are 
being taken to the desired numbers. Poinset- 
tias (Euphorbias) and similar plants are just 
beginning to require a move on, and Gloxinias 
have commenced another season’s work. 
Bloom is just at present in this house a trifle 
deficient, but brightly-coloured foliage will 
keep up the display until flowering plants turn 
in. Watering now needs more attention, but 
as the beat has been kept moderate, this does 
not as yet take up an undue proportion of 
the time. Syringing is done on bright days. 
In the greenhouse much cutting has been done 
during the winter, but, with the increasing 
amount of plants available, the display re¬ 
mains bright. A fact worthy of pote is the 
time during which Salvias of all kinds have 
remained effective. Eupatoriums—grown by 
way of experiment from autumn-struck cut¬ 
tings—have justified the attention given to 
them, and will flower for some time. Arum 
Lilies now receiving regular allowances of 
stimulants, are blooming freely, and a batch 
of Pelargoniums introduced during the course 
of the week will shortly be of value. In addi¬ 
tion, Primulas—including P. sinensis, P. ob- 
conica, P. verticillata, and P. malacoidee— 
together with Cinerarias and Schizanthue 
W hsetonensie, brighten the structure. A very 
gentle heat is given—even during the present 
frosty weather the fire has never been driven— 
for among the above-enumerated plants there 
are several which if kept in too high a tem¬ 
perature are apt to be molested by green-fly. 
This, of course, can be readily disposed of by 
vaporising; but prevention is always better 
than cure. « 

Early Peaches.—The proper regulation of 
the growths of Peach-trees, and which is gener¬ 
ally referred to as disbudding, will shortly 
claim attention. In the case of trees under 
glass, there are not the reasons for delaying 
this which we are compelled to consider in the 
case of trees upon south walls—I refer, of 
course, to the shelter provided by the foliage 
to the young fruits. At the same time, it is 
desirable not to undertake the work too 
rapidly upon indoor trees, for the check to the 
trees may be too severe if the disbudding be 
done all at one time. It is better, therefore, j 
to spread the removal of superfluous shoots 
over some weeks, removing at first sill the ' 


badly-placed wood and that which cannot be 
utilised for filling up vacant spaces on the 
trellises. All open portions should, of course, 
be filled as soon as possible, and when this^ 
has been done and the tree has become pro¬ 
perly balanced, it is surprising afterwards how 
little regulation is annually required. In 

The early vinery no crowding of shoots 
should be permitted, ample room being re¬ 
quired to allow of the proper development of 
the leaves. To ensure this the shoots may be 
safely thinned to a distance of 15 inches, or 
even a shade more, on each side of the rod. 
Pinch each shoot two leaves beyond the bunch. 
Black Hamburgh, Buckland Sweetwater, and 
Foster's Seedling are usually grown for first 
crops, and, while these are free setters, it is 
advisable to assist the berries in setting by a 
little artificial pollination. This oan be done 
by tapping the canes lightly at mid-day, when 
the pollen is dry and easily dispersed. This 
will make a good set an assured success. Thin¬ 
ning of the berries ought to be undertaken as 
soon as these are large enough, and sublaterals 
should be kept closely pinched in. At the time 
'of setting let the house be kept as free as 
possible from moisture, allow a little higher 
temperature, and pay strict attention to ven¬ 
tilation. 

Outside work.—The soil is frost-bound, and 
no progress can be made in the way of digging 
or trenching. In the circumstances, the burn¬ 
ing of rubbish, wheeling manure, and odd 
work generally occupy time. Thus, it has 
been found possible to collect leaves which it 
had been intended to leave for a season, to 
finish the cutting and cleaning up of Ivy, to 
complete the making of stakes and labels, and 
the washing of pots. There is never any need 
to be idle in a garden, even during severe 
weather, and the forwarding of such work as 
that referred to will save time at a busier 
season. W. McGuffog. 

Balmae Gardena, Kirkcudbright. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Potting Lilium auratum (E. PJ.—Yes; pot 
whenever you can get the bulbs. The size of 
the pot will depend on the size of the bulb. 
After you have potted the bulbs stand them 
in a cold-frame and cover them with about 
6 inches of Cocoanut-fibre, working this well 
down between the pots. If this is done, and 
the potting soil was in a fairly moist condi¬ 
tion, no water will be required until the 
bulbs start into growth. Remove the fibre 
from time to time to ascertain if the bulbs 
have begun to throw up flower-spikes. As 
soon as this is seen to be the case the fibre 
above the pots should be cleared off, and the 
plants either left to grow on in a frame or be 
removed to a cool greenhouse. Introducing 
into heat before the bulbs have shown eigne 
of starting should never be practised; indeed, 
cold treatment best promotes a healthy and 
vigorous growth. 

Plants for name, and treatment of same 

(B. B.). —No. 1. A garden variety of Coleus, 
but which it is impossible to say definitely. 
It is much in the way of Pompadour, and may 
be that kind, but not being in true character, 
we cannot say definitely. It will grow freely 
in a temperature of 55 degs. to 65 degs., and 
as soon os the young shoots are about 3 inches 
in length they may be taken off, and if in¬ 
serted into pots of sandy soil will, in a close 
propagating case in a warm structure, quickly 
root. During summer they may be grown in 
an ordinary greenhouse in a mixture of loam, 
peat or leaf-mould, and sand. No. 2. Plum¬ 
bago rosea, a winter-flowering plant, which 
will in a temperature at that season of 55 degs. 
to 70 degs. produce its spikes of rich rose- 
coloured blossoms over a lengthened period. 
It may be struck from cuttings of the young 
shoots in spring, treated as recommended for 
the Coleus. During the summer it may be 
grown in a greenhouse or frame, but must be 
removed to a warmer structure before the 
autumn. It will thrive in a mixture of loam, 
peat, and sand, giving it an occasional weak 
stimulant when the pots are full of roots. 
No. 3. A garden variety of Draccena, but which 
it is impossible to eay. It should be potted in 
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loam, peat, and sand, and needs a winter tem¬ 
perature of 55 degs. to 65 degs., or even higher. 
No. 4. Strobilanthes Dyerianue. May be given 
much the same treatment as the Coleus. 

TREES AND SHRUBS. 

The Winter Sweet (Chimonanthus fragrane) 
(A. P .).—For this shrub a sunny aspect should 
always be chosen so as to get the wood well 
ripened, and also because the flowers appear 
so early that they have to brave the variable 
weather that usually prevails when they are 
open. The flowers now upon it are borne on 
the shoots made last year, the best flowering 
wood being shoots of medium strength. It 
should be pruned when it has done flowering, 
which will be about March, and then the shoot 
should be cut back to spurs on the old wood. 
The summer growth will then be plenty of 
spray, which will bear the flowers the succeed¬ 
ing year. Any very vigorous shoots that ap¬ 
pear may be removed, unless they are needed 
to lay in to extend the plant, as otherwise 
they are useless and produce no flowers. In 
many cases, simply cutting the flowering 
growths for the house is all the pruning that 
is required. 


SHORT REPLIES. 


Enquirer. —1, You can procure seeds of the 
Potiron rouge from MM. Vllmorin et Cie., 4, 
Quai de la Megieeerie, Paris. 2, Yes; any of 
the Pumpkins may be preserved for winter use. 

-Sunflower.— 1 The roots have evidently gone 

down into the cold clay subsoil. If you were 
to have the tree root pruned, all, we think, 

would be well.-Canuck.- Your best plan will 

be to procure a copy <>f " London Market 
Gardens” (Shaw), which can be had from this 
office, price Is. 


SCOTCH SEED POTATOES 

FOR SALE. 

Midlothian Early... ] 

British Queen ... I. 14/- cwt. 
Duke of York ... . £13 ton. 
May Queen ... / 

Up-to-Date ... i 
Dalhousie Seedling I 12/- cwt. 
The Factor ... 1 £11 ton. 
King Edward VII. J 

5 cwt. at ton rate. Bags free. Put on rail. 
CASH WITH ORDER. 


HEDLEY, WELSH & COMPANY 

4 , New Bridge Street, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


STANDARDS, BUSH,A 
CLIMBERS. Strong, 

healthy, well - rooted 
9 plants of all classes. 



HARDY FLOWERING PLANTS. 

Descriptive Priced List, with Hints 
on Cultivation and Testimonials, Free. 

FRANK E. D. HARNETT, Rose Grower. 
BEARSTED, near MAIDSTONE._ 


ROSES! ROSES!! 


CLEARANCE SALES 
In all very best kinds. 
Carriage paid for cash. 
6 choice Standard Roses, 8s. 12 hardy Hush Roses, 5s. 6tL 

6 grand Tens, or hybrid Teas, 4s. 6 best new Roses, 4s. 6d 
6 beat assorted Ramblers, 3s. fi finest climbing Roses, 3s. 6d. 
6 dwarf Polyantha and monthly Roses, 3e. 6 beautiful 

yellow Roses, 4s. Weeping Standard Roses, l>e»t kinds, 3 to 
5 ft. and 6 and 7 ft. steins, 2 s., 2s. 6d., and 3s. 6d each. Large 
stock of Fruit Trees, Bush Fruits, Shrubs, Nursery stock of 
nil descriptions. Plant now. Catalogue and Lists free. 
Established over 50 years.—JAMES WALTERS, Mount 
Radford Nurseries, Exeter. 


CAULIFLOWER 

DANIELS' “MAY QUEEN.” 

The fastest growing, quickest heading \ ariety in existence. 
Planted in March, large white heads may be cut during 
May anil June. Strong plants, Autumn sown, 3 - per 100. 
Carriage paid. Packed in boxes. Book your order now. 

DANIELS & S0N,wYMONma5riwR?Mj(. 
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NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 

Sedum primuloides. —I have not found 
this a free bloomer, and should he glad to 
know the conditions which will induce it 
to flower well. It is a pleasing Stonecrop, 
hut its sparse flowering with me is a dis¬ 
tinct loss. The white flowers on the deep 
green, fleshy leaves give it a good appear¬ 
ance on the rockery or moraine, for either 
of which it looks very suitable. It is only 
some 3 inches high.—S. Arnott. 

Dianthus fragrans flore-pleno.— In this 
we have a charming miniature double 
Pink. It 1ms been in cultivation for a long 
time, yet it is still scarce, and is, I am in¬ 
clined to think, not so plentiful in nur¬ 
series as at one time. Like many other 
Pinks, it should be propagated occasion¬ 
ally, as a had winter, with many changes, 
may spell destruction to large old plants. 
It has the sweet scent of the original single 
form. The habit of D. fragrans fl.-pl. 
I>oints to its value as a rock plant. It is 
of tufted growth, with small leaves. The 
little fringed flowers are quite double, and 
the whole aspect of the plants is more 
pleasing than that of many double-flowered 
Pinks.—Ess. 

Crocus Fleischeri.— This is a pretty 
Crocus, which, I regret to say, I left be¬ 
hind when I removed to my present home, 
and have not yet managed to replace. 
The true species is not often seen, and I 
have found that a variety of Crocus bi- 
flonis has occasionally been substituted for 
it. It produces its leaves about the same 
time as the flowers, which look exceed¬ 
ingly pretty with their setting of greenery. 
The flowers, a trifle thin in substance, are 
white, with a yellow throat, and pleasingly 
veined on the exterior of the outer seg¬ 
ments with rich purple. The leaves, 
which are quite short at the flowering 
time, eventually reach nearly 2 feet in 
length.—Ess. •. 

Carpenteria californica _Tour eorre- 

s|>ondent Mr. Buxton speaks of difficulty 
in inducing this plant to flower. With 
such a free-flowering subject it is by no 
means easy to imagine the cause. 
Whether his is a “ rogue ” plant, or 
whether some constituent in the soil is 
Lacking to induce a free-blooming condi¬ 
tion it would need more investigation to 
state. At H.vthe, in a light sandy soil, 
with a certain amount of iime from the 
detritus of Kentish rag, and also some 
small amount of lime in a free state, it 
flowered, but. was not happy. At Hasle- 
mere. in sand, it needs the f>eriodical en¬ 
riching of the soil in the border where it 
grows. Here, in a border composed of 
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rich loam, leaf-soil, and a little pent, the 
Carpenteria flowered in quite a small 
state, and flourished exceedingly until cut 
by the recent severe frost. It certainly 
tolerates a little lime, whilst it does not 
need it, but revels in humus and richness. 
—T. A. Hide, Avon icicle, 8. Devon. 

Calanthus Fosteri. —In its best forms, 
Galanthus Fosteri is very handsome. 
Flowers once sent me by the late Sir 
Michael Foster were very line. On the 
other hand, I have had Imported bulbs, 
which, though evidently true, were far 
inferior. I think this is a natural hybrid 
between Galanthus Elwesi and a broader- 
leaved species—possibly G. latifolius. 
The flowers have the interior markings of 
those of G. Elwesi, and in the best forms 
are large, of great substance, and almost 
I>erfect purity. It is not so long-lived in 
many gardens as some of the other Snow¬ 
drops, and I have had some unfortunate 
experiences with it.—S. Arnott. 

Chlorophytum elatum variegatum_ It 

is now some forty-two or so years ago since 
this was distributed as Anthericum Wll- 
liamsi and A. variegatum. Its coming was 
marked by a considerable flourish of 
trumpets. So much, indeed, was thought 
of it at the time that the catalogue price 
was one guinea. I first made its acquaint¬ 
ance in 1875, when, at the beginning of 
that year, my entire stock was two plants. 

I do not know how it originated, though, 
as the typical species had then been known 
for a century or more, I presume it came 
as a sport. That the plant has attained a 
considerable measure of popularity there 
is no doubt. I grew it first as a hardy 
plant, and though it stood fairly well in 
frames, its use, compared to that of plants 
accorded greenhouse treatment, was prac¬ 
tically nil. The white flowers are small 
and ineffective.—E. IT. .T. 

Daphne indica is much hardier than is 
generally supposed. A plant of it has 
lived out against an east wall for many 
years, and only gets the protection of a 
Fir branch in severe frost. It does not 
seem, to have suffered any injury by this 
year’s frost—the most severe winter since 
1880 and 1895. Frost lasted four weeks 
with the thermometer showing from 
15 degs. to 22 degs. of frost on many nights. 
The blossoms of Daphne indica are now 
just out, and do not appear to have been 
injured. One year the first flowers were 
ojwn on Christmas Day, but it does not 
usually bloom till the end of February. 
Tlie plant hero is the picture of health, 
being feet high by 5.J feet wide, and 
quite hides the wall. It is growing within 
a yard of a largo Magnolia grandiflora on 


one side and a Forsythia suspensa on the 
other side, so it must be rather starved. 
The soil is loamy. It appears to be diffi¬ 
cult to propagate, as I have tried cuttings 
and layers without any result.—P. H., 
Castle Lough, Nenagh, Tipperary. 

Hedysarum multijugum_I quite agree 

with the advice given on page 83 to cut 
back the younger shoots of this! each 
spring to within a few eyes of the base. 
I have grown it on a bank with a north¬ 
east exposure and screened from the sun 
for a considerable portion of the day, and 
it has always flowered well. Its late 
flowering—July and Augnst, and occasion¬ 
ally into September—gives it considerable 
value. It has never ripened seeds with 
mo, but this is probably owing to the 
semi-shaded position it has to occupy.—S. 
Arnott, Dumfries. 

The aftermath of the frost.— It is too soon 
to estimate the injury to tender shrubs and 
plants caused by the recent severe frost 
and catting east winds. There are several 
plants in the shrubbsry that evidence its 
severity, notably the Escallonias. E. 
maernntha, which grows into a huge bush 
here by the sea, will want cutting hard 
hack before reaching sound wood. New 
Zealand Veronicas of the Andersoni type 
look very bad, and will want treating like¬ 
wise. Buddieias, where exposed, have 
suffered to all appearance ; on the other 
hand, Olenria Haasti and O. stellulata have 
not suffered in the least. Common Laurels, 
Viburnum Tinus, Berberis Darwini, and 
B. dulcis look very brown on the exposed 
side, and to-day I noticed the flower-buds 
on the Judas-tree have a very scorched 
look. More tender subjects, like Coronilla 
glauca and Genista fragrans, both of which 
had been planted three years or four years, 
and were over fi feet high, and rarely with¬ 
out flower during the winter, together with 
Azara microphylla and Ozothamnus ros- 
marinifolius, are very hard hit. This by no 
means completes the list. I shall be inter¬ 
ested to hear reports from other parts.— 
W. D., Bexhill. 

Saxifraga Griesbachi.— Since November 
last this has been interesting by reason of 
the promise of a forthcoming flowering, 
which, if temporarily retarded by the re¬ 
cent. severe weather, has not in the least, 
apparently, been injured thereby. This 
much is written, however, of plants in a 
cold yet well-ventilated frame, it being 
deemed advisable not to unnecessarily ex¬ 
pose so good a plant. There is room for 
the frame-protected plant, which, hy 
reason of its earlier flowering, is always 
welcome, and in no souse detracts from 
the blooming of plants in the rock garden. 
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Better for such plants is the alpine-house, 
where the drier atmospheric conditions, in 
addition to bringing into fuller promin¬ 
ence the silveriness of the handsome 
rosettes, also permits of such attributes 
being enjoyed to the full. Already since 
the going of the frost, the crimson in¬ 
florescence has made considerable head¬ 
way, though some little time must elapse 
ere the flowers expand. Meanwhile, it is 
interesting to watch the progress of such 
a distinct plant.—S. V. S. 

Crocus Korolkowl.— I flowered this early 
Crocus some yenYs ago, but could never 
succeed in retaining it for any length of 
time. I think that this central Asiatic 
species is not hardy enough for northern 
jiarts of the United Kingdom. I have tried 
it again and again, but it has always died 
out. Although said to flower in February 
and March, it appears to have a tendency 
to premature bloom, and this may affect 
its longevity, as the leaves may be in¬ 
jured by late frosts. Crocus Korolkowl is 
quite a pleasing species, with good yellow 
flowers, marked outside with purple or 
brown. It is figured in Maw’s “ Mono¬ 
graph of the Genus Crocus,” t. 56. and in 
the Botanical Magazine, t. 6,852, A.— 
Dumfries. 

Mesembryanthemum unclnatum.— This 
seems to be the hardiest of the genus. It 
must not be confused, however, w r ith one 
called M. uneatum, which has been offered 
in its stead. M. uncinatum is practically 
hardy in all but the most northerly of the 
colder jiarts of the throe kingdoms. Of 
course, a very severe winter may be ex¬ 
perienced, which will kill this Noon-flower. 
Many years ago now such a winter killed 
a large plant which I had grown in the 
same jiosition for a dozen or more years. 
Unfortunately, I had no young plants by 
me at the time to replace if. If is an ex¬ 
ceedingly shy flowerer, and though the 
blooms are nice and of a idea sing rose 
colour when they do ajgienr, it Is but 
rarely that, they are borne in the more 
northern gardens. A sunny, sheltered 
place in a dry soil on a rockery or wall 
apjaears to be the most congenial place for 
It.—S. Arnott. 

The Mexican Orange-flower (Choisya 
ternata).—I have had a look at my plant of 
the above on a south-east wall, and find 
that although all the younger growth is 
crippled the buds are practically intact, 
so, although considerably disfigured, it 
will not be cut back in any way—that is, 
so far as the wood is concerned. It has 
been in its present position about five 
years in what might appoar at the first 
glance a sheltered sjx)t, but it is at the end 
of the wall, and there is nothing to pre¬ 
vent the bitter north-east winds striking 
it at right angles—a state of things doubt¬ 
less responsible for its mutilated condition. 
1 layered a couple of nice pieces in the 
autumn of 1915, and these will be ready 
for planting some time this year. These, 
being covered by upjier foliage, are not in 
the least injured. I suppose we shall be 
having rcjiorts in Gardening Illustrated 
from different centres as to how things 
have come through the trying time. So 
far as this neighbourhood is concerned, 1 
should hardly think vegetation in general 
has been cut uj> so badly since February, 
1895.—E. B. S.. Hardwick. 

Winter Heliotrope (Fetnsites (Tussilago) 
fragrnns).—In the note by “ W.,” on 
February 17th, it is to be regretted that 
no warning was given to those unac¬ 
quainted with the habits of this pernicious 
weed and pest. It may be useful to clothe 
quickly a bare railway bank : but even in 
that position I have found it ni>t to ex¬ 
tend into the Grass of an adjoining field. 
As “ W." states, a severe frost turns Its 
leaves black, and It is-Hten very unsightly. 
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To that extent only it is not hardy, but, 
unfortunately, it takes much more than 
frost to kill it. It has one negative 
virtue, in that, being dioecious, only one 
form (the pistillate) is usually found in 
England; therefore it produces no seed, 
but increases freely by means of under¬ 
ground runners. A border may bo 
trenched 1 foot or 2 feet deei> two or three 
times a year in the effort to destroy this 
plant, but next spring it will again come 
up, for every inch that fs broken off from 
the underground shoots will produce a new 
plant. The inconspicuous grey blossoms 
come in winter. Their scent is displeasing 
to many, resembling the rather fishy 
odour of Hawthorn.—A., Mid-Kent. 

Hypericum Coris. —This Is one of the 
prettiest and best of the dwarf siiecies 
suitable for the rock garden. It is diffi¬ 
cult to say whether its main charm lies in 
its neat, Heath-like foliage, its nice, erect 
or semi-erect habit, or its pretty yellow 
flowers, which are of a cheery tone of 
gold, with that attractive boss in the 
centre which increases the fascination of 
the St. John’s Worts. It is easily raised 
from seeds, or may also be jirojingnted by 
cuttings taken early and struck under 
glass. I have not tried division, but it is 
a bit risky on account of the habit of the 
plant. In my opinion II. Coris is a little 
tender In some places. I have grown it for 
years.—S. Arnott. 


FRUIT. 

LATE APPLES. 

One is sorry to read the complaints ns to 
the scarcity of Aiijdes and the high price 
paid for them, because from Christmas on¬ 
ward, until the early summer fruits are 
available, there is, with the exception of ; 
Rhubarb, little to fall back on unless the 
housewife took the opportunity of bottling 
as much surplus stock as jwssible. We 
are having occasionally very good Goose¬ 
berries, red and white Currants (mixed), 
and I’lums from bottles. They are turn¬ 
ing out remarkably well, the result of 
selecting sound, clean fruit not over ripe, 
and careful bottling, and are also for¬ 
tunate in having a fair supply of Apples 
sufficient to last at least another four or 
five weeks from present date (February 
15th). This is from one very old tree that 
seldom fails, an excellent Apple for either 
eating or cooking, and keeping well. In 
size, shape, and general appearance it 
somewhat resembles Cornish Gllliflower, 
although not up to the standard of that 
exceptional Apple. The only drawback Is 
that the fruits are shrivelled, but the birds 
were i>ecking them late in Seidember, and 
I had to choose between two evils—having 
most of the fruit tapjied or running the 
risk of shrivelling. Of the two I chose the 
latter by gathering a bit too early. Of 
course, one can save late-gathered and 
jiecked fruit for a considerable time with 
the aid of plaster of Paris, but this only 
applies to small quantities. There is a 
considerable difference of opinion as to the 
best, say, three or four late dessert Apples, 
jirobably due to the different conditions 
of soil, situation, and other things "under 
which they are growing, but where the 
Ribston does well one would hardly want 
anything else. I have known more than 
one place where this Apple was on the 
table for dessert for three months of the 
year from Christmas onward. 

In connection with late cooking sorts 1 
should unhesitatingly pick one out for 
planting—Lane’s Prince Albert. A good 
cooker, and adapting Itself well to different 
soils and situations, bearing well as 
cordon, bush, pyramid, and standard, and 
a very eon si stent cropper, there are very 


few seasons when it fails. I do not infer 
it is superior, from a cooking standiiolnt, 
to several*of a similar season, as, for In¬ 
stance, Annie Elizabeth and Schoolmaster, 
but for all-round usefulness it has few 
sujteriors. It is a comjjaratlvcly new 
Apple, having been introduced by Messrs. 
Lane some time in the 50’s. E. B. S. 

Hardwick. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Cooking Pears.—Kindly give me the namee 
of the beet oookiifg Pears in euoceeeion for the 
autumn and winter months for a limestone 
soil in the South of Ireland.—A. M. B. 

[Three good cooking Pears art Gilogtl 
(excellent), Bellissime d’hiver, and 
Catillac.J 

Retarding Vines.—I have a vinery of Black 
Hamburgh Grapes, and like these to come in 
late—that is, ripe for eating during October 
to November. My gardener says that this will 
detract from their value, and wishes to start 
them in heat now, Is this necessary? I also 
have a vinery of Muscats. How late can they 
be started? We ate them in September and 
October last year and the Black Hamburgh 
in July and August. Can they both be brought 
in later?—A. M. B. 

[By retarding the Black Hamburgh 
Vines the rijxming of the Grains can be 
delayed until the end of September or 
early in October. To do this the Vines 
should be shaded from direct sunshine dur¬ 
ing the warmest part of the day through¬ 
out the month of March. It is a good plan 
when necessary to retard Vines to bring 
the rods, if possible to do so, down as near 
to the front ventilators as may be so that 
they may get the full benefit of the air 
admitted by these means. Until abso¬ 
lutely necessary to close the house in con¬ 
sequence of the Vines starting to grow, 
keep the front ventilators open all day, 
anil at night also when the weather is 
favourable. By getting the rods for the 
time being into as close a compass as pos¬ 
sible, less shading will he required. We 
have always found mats better than any¬ 
thing else for the jiurjxise. Shading must 
of necessity cease directly the buds begin 
to break. After-treatment will then la* 
the same as usual, with (he exeeirtion that 
in tine, warm weather the vinery should 
be very freely ventilated and little or no 
fireheat used so long as the nights remain 
warm. As regards the Muscat Vines, 
these, as they require a longer season of 
growth, should lie started not later than 
the first week in March. With care in 
ventilating the house after the Grapes are 
ripe they can be kept in good condition till 
near or quite the end of the year. We 
have frequently had Muscat Grajies in ex¬ 
cellent condition for the table at the period 
stated from Vines started early in March 1 
Orchards.—Hard weather usually affords an 
opportunity to give the trees a general look 
over to free them of dead wood and at the 
same time perform whatever cutting hack or 
thinning of branches has become necessary. 
Sharp tools are essential for this purpose, and 
a useful implement for getting at the more 
inaccessible parts of the trees is the standard 
t.ree-pruner. When necessary to use a saw. 
always pare the wounds smooth afterwards 
and smear them either with Stockholm tar 
or lead colour paint. Spray the trees with 
caustic alkali solution or duet them when 
damp with a mixture of fresh slaked, powdery 
lime and soot. This, if well distributed 
amongst the branches and yonng wood, will 
rid the trees of Moss, Lichen, and various in¬ 
sect pests. The mixture may lie applied to the 
stems with a brush in a liquid state, adding 
sufficient water to the lime and soot to make 
it of the same consistency as limewash. When 
there are forest trees on the outskirts of the 
orchard, aud their branches encroach upon 
or overhang to the detriment of the fruit-trees, 
the present is a favourable time to lop and 
remove the offending limbs and coat the 
wounds with tar.—A. W, 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

ROOK, ALPINE, BOO, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

THE THYME-LEAVED HAIKBELL 
(YVaIILENBEKGIA (EORAIANTHOS) SERPYLLI- 

folia). 

The slender, low-growing, or trailing 
habit of this plant, a group of which grow¬ 
ing in the moraine we figure to-day, com¬ 
bined with the comparatively large size 
of the bell-shaped flowers, which are of a 
rich deep blue hue, comiiels attention, and 
proves a never-failing source of attraction. 
It is a gem for growing in the front of the 
rockery, and should lie planted where it 
ran root down between the joints of the 
stones and ramble at will over the face of 
the same, and so form a delightful picture. 
It delights in a sunny position, and should 1 


all unlikely that a crevice of disintegrated 
limestone and loam as a root-run might 
prove more congenial to it. It is worth 
further trial, since, whether in the golden- 
orange of its flowers or their delicious 
fragrance, it is unequalled. — E. H. 
Jenkins. 

Primula Littoniana. —Though during 
recent years many tine additions have 
been made to the genus, the species above- 
named is, 1 consider, the most notable of 
them all. At the Holland House Show, 
when shown by Messrs. Bees, in 1909, the 
plant gained a First-class Certificate. At 
a short distance a mass of it in flower is 
more Orchid-like in effect than aught else 
—an effect due to the sharply contrasting 
colour of the flowers witli the brilliance of 
tin- still dosed calyces above. Happily, it 
is an easy doer in lowland gardens, and, 
seeding freely, should be grown by all who 
delight in choice things. Essentially a 
plant for grouping, it is one to he made 


S. Delavayi was quite brilliant in the rock 
garden at Kew, the crimson and scarlet 
colour of quite an exceptional tone. Not 
far removed was the much more common 
S. erassifolia from Siberia, whose leaves 
were also richly coloured. Evergreen 
plants of good habit are useful in the rock 
garden at any time, and when to this, effec¬ 
tive colour can also be added, the plants 
affording it deserve to be better known. 
—J. 

Echinaceas In the bog garden.— Many 
who grow these “ cone flowers ” in light or 
sandy soils will have noted how quickly 
they show signs of distress in very hot 
weather or long-continued drought. For 
some years, having to grow them in a par¬ 
ticularly light, much-drained soil, which In 
summer became dust-dry, I treated them 
liberally to cow-manure inserted a few 
inches below the level of the roots. The 
way the plants responded to the treatment 
was a revelation. This prompted me to 



Wahlenbergia (Edraianthus) serpyllifolia m the moraine. 


tie planted in a sandy, loamy soil, with 
some grit in the shape of pieces of sand¬ 
stone, broken fine, added. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Primula Forrestl.— It is unfortunate that 
this has not proved generally hardy, even 
in southern gardens. In all probability 
we have not as yet rightly grasped its re¬ 
quirements, and further experience is ne¬ 
cessary. It is said to resent moisture, par¬ 
ticularly in winter, and to revel in dry, 
well-drained positions in a limestone soil. 
Of jierennial duration—in Nature the 
species is reputed to live for fifty or a 
hundred years—I believe it was stated at 
the time of its Introduction that old ex¬ 
amples of it dejiended in big tufts from 
rocky ledges in its native home in the Alps 
of Yunnan with very little soil at the roots. 
Hence, probably, the richer soils and more 
abundant moisture of the lowlands have, 
so far, proved I if tilt doing aqdTitis not at 

Digitized by VjO glC 


much of by those who have cool or moist 
siHjts, whether in the rock garden or else¬ 
where. Hence, seedling raising is well 
worth while in order to ensure that con¬ 
tinuity of vigour which the seedling-raised 
plant itossesses. The species groivs 2 feet 
high or thereabouts, the colour varying 
from lilac to purple.—J. S. 

Saxlfraga Delavayi.— This is one of the 
large-leaved lioekfoils, albeit the foliage 
is of only moderate size, partaking more 
J of the character of a small S. erassifolia 
or S. purpura scens, to which latter species, 
| indeed, it owes affinity. The typical 
species is found at very high altitudes in 
the Himalayas, while S. Delavayi inhabits 
the mountainous district of Yunnan in 
i Western China. For all practical pur- 
I poses the two are identical, however, the 
I Chinese kind, if anything, being the 1 letter 
doer. Flowering in May or June, both are 
noteworthy for the rich colour of their 
; leaves. lu the earliest days of January 


i try them in a damp spot, the improvement 
being so marked that presently a por- 
tion of the stock was tried in wetter con¬ 
ditions, where, whether in full exj>osure or 
iu slight shade, the colour improvement 
was so evident uutl the stature and flower- 
j iug of the plants so increased that no 
doubt remained as to the likes of the plaut. 
At 5 feet or 0 feet high, when established, 
these things afford a most striking bit of 
i colour, and those who have hitherto had 
hut moderate success with them should 
try them in the wetter parts of the garden 
or even In boggy ground. — E. H. Jenkins. 


Index and Binding: Cases for completed 

Volume.— The Index to Volume XXXVIII. of Garden- 
l ino Illustrated is now ready (price Sd., post fret 3\d./. 
The Binding Case for the same volume is also available 
('price Is. 6d., by post D. OdJ. The Index and Binding 
Case can be obtained from any newsagent, or from the 
I Publisher, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, IV. C. If ordered 
Ojgether, the price of the Index and Binding Case is is., post 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

THE HARDY JASMINES. 

The hardy Jasmines usually bloom freely, 
and are easily grown, whilst in one or two 
instances the blossoms are very sweet- 
scented. The few species that are avail¬ 
able for outdoor culture in the British 
Isles arc widely distributed, S. Europe, 
N. Africa, Asia Minor, the Himalaya, and 
China all being represented. They grow 
well in ordinary garden soil, but perhaps 
give the best results in light, well-drained 
loam. Cuttings of half-ripe shoots, cut 
to a length of about 4 inches, root readily 
if inserted in pots of sandy soil in a close 
frame during summer. One or two species 
require special treatment as to pruning. 
The available species are as follows :— 

J. Beesianum. —A new species intro¬ 
duced from China a few years ago by 
Messrs. Bees, of Liverpool. It is a strong¬ 
growing climber, with long, slender stems 
and rose-coloured flowers, borne, during 
early summer, singly or in small groups 
from the ends of the shoots. It has not 
been in cultivation long enough for a true 
estimate to be formed of Its garden value. 

.T. kloridum is deciduous or sub-ever¬ 
green, of loose, semi-climbing habit. It is 
a native of China, and, planted against a 
wall, grows 10 feet or more high. The 
flowers are bright yellow, and are borne in 
good-sized, terminal clusters in summer. 
In the South of England it can be grown 
in the open, but better results are usually 
obtained from wall culture. It does not 
require regular pruning, but when any is 
necessary it may be attended to as soon 
as the flowers fade. 

,T. FRUTIOANS is a bushy plant 3 feet or 
4 feet high, made up of a dense growth of 
slender branches clothed with small, 
three-parted leaves, which may be deci¬ 
duous or evergreen, according to the 
severity of the weather. ■ The yellow 
flowers are borne, a few together, from 
the points of the shoots during June and 
July. Although of low T growth in the open, 
it may grow 12 feet or more high on a 
wall. It is wild in S. Europe, N. Africa, 
and Asia Minor. 

J. nudiflorum.— This, one of the most 
useful of all hardy climbers, never fails to 
bloom well in mid-winter, being usually at 
its best during January. In winter the 
yellow flowers, each one about g inch 
across, are borne from almost every bud 
on the previous year's growth. The best 
results are obtained by prun.ng the side 
shoots back to within a bud or two of the 
base as soon as the flowers fade, for by so 
do.ug strong flowering wood is encouraged. 
On no account, however, must pruning be 
done after the season’s growth has been 
made. 

J. officinale (the common Jasmine) is a 
tall-growing climber, with long, slender, 
wliip-like branches, and small, pinnate 
leaves, which are usually deciduous. The 
white flowers are deliciously scented, and 
are borne in good-sized clusters from the 
points of the shoots throughout the 
summer. Pruning may be done after 
flowering, but very often plants that have 
been left unpruned for several .veal's bloom 
more freely than those that are pruned 
severely each year. As a rule, it gives 
better results against walls than in the 
open. In the South of France it is grown 
extensively for the making of perfume. 
It is a native of Persia, North-west India, 
and China, and has long been an occupant 
of our gardens. 

.T. PRiMUuxuM was one of the most- 
talked-of new shrubs of the early years of 
the present century, for it was introduced 
from Central China in 1900, At its best it 
is a very beautifi^gh^b, vjd±l| l#ng, 


rambling branches, 10 feet^r so long, and 
bearing in winter and early spring yellow 
flowers, which are sometimes semi-double, 
as large again as those of J. nudiflorum. 
Even against wails it can only be grown 
in the warmest parts of the country, and 
then rarely blooms so freely as the older 
J. nudiflorum. Grown in large pots and 
tubs, it sometimes blooms well, and then 
forms a useful plant for greenhouse or 
conservatory. As a rule, the leaves are 
evergreen. Pruning may be done as soon 
as the flowers fade. 

J. revolftum. —A sub-evergreen shrub 
of loose habit, bears large terminal 
clusters of rich yellow, fragrant flowers 
during summer. It may be grown against 
a wall or in the open, and is a native of 
Afghanistan and the N.W. Himalaya. 

J. Wallichianum. —This is au evergreen, 
loose-branched shrub from Nepal, intro¬ 
duced rather more than 100 years ago. It 
has rather large, dark green leaves, and 
bears clusters of yellow flowers during 
summer. It has much in common with the 
last-named sjiecies, both in habit and 
flowers. D. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Sophora vioiifolia.— This is one of the 

most useful of the more recently intro¬ 
duced shrubs, for it is perfectly hardy, 
grows well, and flowers freely every year 
even when quite small. A native of China, 
it was introduced twenty years ago, and 
fine specimens exist in numerous gardens. 
Growing at least 8 feet high, it forms a 
shapely bush with spiny branches clothed 
in summer with delicate, pinnate leaves, 
each 2 inches or so long. The Pea-slmped 
flowers appear in short racemes from axil¬ 
lary and terminal huds in June, the petals 
being white, tinged with violet. They are 
followed by curious, cylindrical pods, 
bearing three or four seeds each. The 
seeds germinate quickly, and form plants 
suitable for setting out in two years’ time. 
It is not wise to transplant large plants, 
for after they are 18 inches or so high 
they do not re-establish themselves very 
quickly. Give light loamy soil containing 
leaf-mould.—D. 

Quercus Mirbecki. —This is one of the 

most distinct of the large - leaved 
Oaks, and grows into a handsome tree. 
A native of the south-west corner of 
Europe and N. Africa, it grows, under 
favourable conditions, to a height of 
100 feet or 120 feet. Occupying as it does 
ground where the Cork Oak is found, one 
might suppose that it would exhibit some 
slight signs of tenderness, but such is not 
the case, for it stands uninjured through 
the most severe weather experienced in 
Britain. It belongs to ’be sessiliflora type 
of the genus, the acorns being almost, if 
not quite, stalkless; but the foliage is 
very different from that of other trees of 
that group. The leaves remain on the 
trees until well on into January, in mild 
winters sometimes hanging until March. 
The species was originally introduced in 
1845, and, although not really common, 
there is a number of really good specimens 
in the British Isles.—D. 

Vitls lnconstans.—On my oottage—a. com¬ 
paratively new one—was planted a number of 
this with a view to concealing the walle 
quickly. The plant® were encouraged to make 
growth by rich top-dressings from time to 
time, and they climbed the walls rapidly. Re¬ 
cently my attention was drawn to an obstruc¬ 
tion in the waterspouts, and on making in¬ 
vestigation the growths of the Ampelopsis 
were found to be responsible. Not only so, but 
in addition they had grown under the slates, 
and it took a man the greater part of a day 
to put things right. Undeniably a handsome 
climber, it is a pity that V. inconstans is so 
troublesome in this respect. — A Scottish 

GARDENER. 


INDOOR PLANTS. 

CINERARIAS FROM CUTTINGS. 

I was glad to see a note in Gardening 
Illustrated, February 17th, page 86, treat¬ 
ing on this method of raising stock of the 
Cineraria, as at one time I raised my best 
plants in this way. As the writer of the 
note observes, this used to be the method 
pursued when named varieties were grown. 
At one place I lived in my young days 
great numbers of these named sorts were 
grown, and I noticed then and again when 
practising the method on my own account 
that plants raised from cuttings were 
always more sturdy in habit and produced 
far larger beads of bloom than seedlings. 
On one occasion the heads of some plants 
of a particularly good variety I grew were, 
when In full bloom, from 18 inches to 
3 feet across, and were greatly admired 
by all who saw them. The method pur¬ 
sued to obtain cuttings was to cut the 
plants down not too close to the soil after 
they had done blooming, to place them in 
a warm greenhouse, and keep them rather 
on the dry side until growth began to ap¬ 
pear round the bases of the stems. When 
these had made a few leaves they were 
detached with a sharp knife, and, if pos¬ 
sible, with a root or two attached. The 
cuttings were lotted at once into thumb 
pots in a sandy compost, and then placed 
under handlights in gentle warmth until 
established, when they were given cool 
treatment, as for Cinerarias raised from 
seed. The cuttings were shaded from the 
sun and dewed over occasionally to pre¬ 
vent them from wilting. As the writer of 
the note in question justly remarks, some 
plants or varieties throw up growths more 
freely than others, and allowance for this 
had, therefore, to he made by saving more 
plants of each particular variety than 
might appear at first sight to be necessary. 


THE BORONIAS. 

The genus Boronia is a fairly extensive 
one, all the members of it being natives of 
Australia. But few species are in general 
cultivation, those few being interesting, 
one especially attractive just now being 
Boronia uegastigma. This is not re¬ 
markable for the beauty of its blossoms, 
but for their delicious fragrance. This 
feature Is so pronounced that the presence 
of a single plant will be manifest in a good- 
sized structure. Boronia megastigma 
forms a freely-branched specimen, whose 
slender shoots are clothed with tiny, 
narrow leaves. From the under-sides of 
the shoots the small bell-shaped flowers 
depend. They are in colour brown outside 
and yellowish within. An established 
plant will continue to keep up a succession 
of blossoms for some time, and even when 
few remain their fragrance can be readily 
detected. Giown in the regulation 48 or 
5-inch pot, neat, free-flowered examples 
may be obtained. Closely following this 
last in its season of blooming comes 
B. heterophylla, here figured, for the 
introduction of which we are indebted to 
the late Miss North, who discovered It 
when travelling in Australia. This species, 
which is less spreading in growth than B. 
D'Cgastigma, has far more showy blossoms 
than that kind. In B. heterophylla the 
shoots are more or less upright, and when 
at its best these shoots are thickly clothed 
with almost globular flowers of a rich 
carmine-rose colour. In early spring B. 
heterophylla is much sought after for 
decoration. Not only are the blossoms 
wanting in the fragrance of the other, but 
the foliage gives Off an unpleasant scent 
when handled. Another showy species Is 
B. elatior, a stronger grower than 
either of the preceding. It forms a rather 
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upright shrub, thickly clothed with pin¬ 
nate leaves of a deep green tint. Like 
those of B. heterophylla, they have a some¬ 
what strong smell. The flowers, which are 
very freely borne, are of an inverted urn 
shape, drooping, and of a deep rosy-red 
colour. In this respect they vary some¬ 
what according to the amount of air and 
sunshine to which they have been exposed. 
This species used to be particularly well 
grown by Messrs. Balchin, of Hove, when 
they grew so many beautiful hard-wooded 
plants at their branch nursery at Hassocks. 


and B. pulchella. Another kind, which is 
not mentioned in the above list, is B. 
fastigiata, which is used during the winter 
in the greenhouse at Kew. 

Culture. — In order to grow the 
Boronias successfully they require care in 
their culture. They are propagated from 
cuttings of the young shoots, put into well- 
drained pots of fine, sandy peat, and 
covered with a bell glass. The potting 
should be carefully done, the soil being 
pressed down very firmly, fn the case of 
plants that have flowered they should. 



Flowering shoots of Boronia heterophylla. From a drawing by 
H. G. Moon. 


The pure air of the South Downs led to 
richly-coloured flowers, not only in the case 
of this Boronia, but of many other sub¬ 
jects, including the charming blue-flowered 
Lesehenaultia biloba major. Another 
species of Boronia which did well at 
Hassocks was 
B. SEHRCLATA, with curious trapeziform 
leaves and deep, rich, rose-coloured 
blossoms. It was always a difficult plant 
to grow, and seems now to have almost 
dropped out of cultivation. Other species 
of Boronia given ip toe Kew Hand List are 
B. crenuiata, B.ftTlmtttB, B.^ 



folia. 


when the blossoms are past, have toe 
longer branches shortened back, and ns 
soon as young shoots are pushed forth toe 
plants may be repotted. During the sum¬ 
mer they may be stood out of doors. 

_K. R. W. 

Jacobinias. —The genus Jacobinia is far 
more extensive than was at one time toe 
case, as most of the plants formerly known 
as Cyrtanthera, Justicia, Libonia, and 
Sericographis are now included therein. 
Under its older name of Sericographis 
Ghiesbreghtiana some good examples of 


this species were shown at one of the re¬ 
cent meetings of the Royal Horticultural 
Society. In Justicia Ghiesbreghtiana toe 
scarlet, tubular-shaped flowers are borne 
in loose panicles. Libonia floribuuda, of 
gardens, is another that has been swept 
Into toe genus Jacobinia, the specific name 
having been changed into pauciflora. Con¬ 
sidering the profusion with which the 
flowers of this are borne the name of pauci- 
flora seems a by no means appropriate one. 
A hybrid between the two is J. penrhosien- 
sis, whose flowers are of a brighter crimson 
than in pauciflora. It was raised forty 
years or so ago, and was for a time thought 
highly of, but seems to have almost 
dropped out of cultivation. One that has 
come prominently forward within recent 
years is Jacobinia chrysostephaua, with 
erown-like heads of orange-yellow flowers. 
The Brazilian Jacobinia magnifica is a 
somewhat variable species, but the flowers 
are, for the most part, rose-coloured. The 
scarlet-flowered J. coceiuea is very showy. 
All of the above are of easy culture in a 
warm greenhouse or intermediate struc¬ 
ture—K. R. W. 

Schizanthus. —These, before the plants 
are in danger of becoming pot-bound, 
should be given their final shift. The size 
of the pots employed will depend both on 
the varieties and the purpose for which 
they are required. The free-growing, 
large-flowered hybrids make the finest and 
most imposing specimens, and if a 
sociality has to be made of such plants, 
I>ots up to 12 inches in diameter may be 
used. If small and medium-sized plants, 
compact in habit and freely-flowered are 
desired, nothing can equal the variety 
YVisetonousis, which can be successfully 
grown in pots varying from 5 inches to 
7 inches in diameter. A compost consist¬ 
ing of two-thirds loam, one leaf-mould, 
with a small amount of fine lime-rubble 
and some coarse silver sand added suits 
their requirements, as stimulants can be 
given when the pots are full of roots and 
the plants approaching toe flowering 
period. They shouid, after potting is com¬ 
pleted, be stood on stages or shelves in a 
light position to prevent them becoming 
drawn, and for the same reason stand 
them a good distance apart. They require 
a temperature intermediate between that 
of an ordinary and warm greenhouse, with 
ail abundance of air whenever it can be 
safely afforded.—H. N. 

Begonia Socotrana. —This distinct and 
pretty win ter-flowering species, if not the 
most profuse-flowering of its tribe, has 
played an important part in its day as one 
of toe pa rents of not a few modern hybrids. 
One of these, showing its influence in an 
unmistakable manner in the leafage, is 
Glory of Cincinnati, whose rounded 
peltate leaves are virtually a counterpart 
of those of the above, though rarely, so far 
as I have seen, attaining to the same size. 
The hybrid, however, surpasses toe species 
iu freedom of flowering and the intense 
richness of colouring. A better habit of 
growth, too, favours toe newcomer. At 
the same time the Socotra kind has a 
character of its own distinct from all else 
in winter and, therefore, worth growing.— 
S, S. 

Cytisus filipes.—This, the Teueriffe Broom, 
diflers in its white flowers from most of the 
greenhouse members of the genus, in whioh 
the blossoms are usually of some shade of 
yellow. Oytieue filipes is very graoeful, the 
plant being made up of slender semi-pendulous 
branches, which are for the most part devoid 
of leaves. The flowers are. as a rule, borne in 
February and March, a sucoeesion being kept 
up for some time. It needs little more than 
to be kept safe from frost. From the semi- 
pendulous nature of its long shoots, it is seen 
to advantage when grown as a standard.— 
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GARDEN FOOD. 


THE CHINESE JUNANA. 

The best Banana imjKirted into this 
country is the Chinese or Canary J’.anana 
(Musa ehlnensis or M. CaveudislilJ. Com- 
Imred with it the Jamaica Banana is an 
inferior fruit, but the supply of the former 
is limited, whilst the latter conics regu¬ 
larly and in abundance, as the costers’ 
barrows show. Banana growers in the 
West Indies are now being urged to grow 
the Chinese Banana, partly because the 
stem is shorter and the plant is therefore 
less liable to damage by wind, the Jamaica 
variety being tall of stem and top-heavy. 
The Americans are said to prefer the 
Jamaica to the Chinese Banana, but that 
can be only because they cannot get the 
latter in proiier condition. Possibly, we 
should think heller of the Jamaica kind 
if the fruit could lie allowed on the plant 
longer instead of having to be cut a month 
or so before it is ripe. Something like 
15 million bunches of Bananas are annu¬ 
ally iiniKtrted from the West Indies and 
South America to the United States, the 
bunches averaging half a cwt. each. 
Banana or Plantain meal made by drying 
and grinding the fruit is also an important 
article of food in the United States, but 
it does not appear to find a market in this 
country. 

The suggestion has been made that the 
cultivation of the Chinese Banana would 
pay in this country. The plant does not 
require great heat, certainly less than the 
others, which are forms of M. sapientum. 
It is a gross feeder, quite equal to the 
Grape Vine and Peach in that resjieet. and 
it must have plenty of water at the root 
when growth is on. The late Sir Henry 
Peek grew in his garden at Wimbledon a 
bunch of Chinese Bananas which weighed 
!IS lb., and equally large bunches have 
lieen grown at Syon, Chatsworth, and Kew. 
If strong suckers are planted (the only 
means of propagation for this and other 
edible fruited Bananas, as they never 
bear seed) they will develop a bunch of 
fruit in from a year to a year and a half. 
Should Sugar-cane cultivation replace that 
of Bananas in Jamaica and elsewhere, 
which does not appear to be unlikely as 
things are going, we may have to grow 
our own Bananas or go without. 

IN PRAISE OF OATCAKES. 

The great question at the moment for 
mothers with growing children is some¬ 
thing instead of bread. Scotland offers 
tlie Oat-cake. 

“The meat ration presents no difficulty 
to mothers,” writes a woman to The Even¬ 
ing Neus, “for the majority of us have 
only been ahle to afford one meat meal a 
day for some time, aud very often not that. 
The children do not want meat, but they 
must have substantial puddings. How can 
we make them without flour? We need the 
full quantity and sometimes more of loaves 
allowed, and there is no flour left for pud¬ 
dings.” 

Scotland’s answer. —There are even 
grown-up people who are dismayed at the 
bread allowance. A man who brings sand¬ 
wiches to his office for luncheon each day 
asks: “What else can I have, as I can- 
uot go out?” Fruit he despises as not 
satisfying, and chocolate is unpatriotic. 
To him Scotland answers : Oat-cake. Any 
Scotsman will tell you that he owes his 
health and strength to the Oatmeal of his 
youth taken in cake and porridge. In 
Seotlaud it is remarkable how little the 
children out in comparison with London 
children. This is a menu for a London 
girl of ten years and a boy of twelve 
years : 
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Breakfast: Porridge, sugar, and milk; bacon, 
toast, and marmalade; tea. 

11 a.m. : Milk and biscuit. 

Dinner: Steak and vegetable*, pudding, fruit. 

High tea : Liver sausage, bread and butter, 
jam. 

Supper : Cocoa and biscuit*, bread and butter. 

“ White puddings.” —Children in the 
same position in Scotland would have no 
mid-morning snack. Porridge and milk 
without sugar. Oat-cakes or bread and 
treticle would form the breakfast; there 
would be a gooil substantial dinner; Oat¬ 
cakes and bread and butter or jam for 
tea, aud nothing more. 

Scotswomen secretly despise the English 
way of living. They do not think it lias 
any “ body ” in it. It is all bread and tea 
Englishwomen do not know the use of Oat 
meal. What Englishwoman has heard of 
“white puddings'"? They are made of 
Oatmeal and suet, flavoured with Onion, 
and put Into skins. Then they arc boiled 
and toasted, and form a very nourishing 
and appetising breakfast. No day passes 
in Scotland without Oatmeal forming part 
of tlie diet. 

Now, it is one thing to know what is 
good for you, but it is another thing to 
like it. And although English people have 
praised “ the land of cakes,” they have 
not brought tlie Oat-cake to London, at any 
rate. Staffordshire boasts its Oat-cake. 
In the harvest field, a Staffordshire woman 
writes, Oat-eakes take the place of bread, 
eaten with cheese or jam, brawn, or cold 
sausage. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Well preserved Apples. At the recent 
fortnightly meeting of the Royal Horticul¬ 
tural Society, at the Drill Hall, Messrs. 
Cheal, of Crawley, staged a well-preserved 
collection of Apples. The individual fruits 
were clean, well coloured, typical in form, 
and of good size without being too large. 
Among the many dishes staged was oue of 
Crawley Beauty, a recent introduction of 
the Messrs. Cheal. This is a late-keeping 
cooking variety, somewhat like Lane’s 
Prince Albert in appearance, but less coni¬ 
cal. A fine dish of the variety just named 
was shown, as also one of Encore, which 
served to remiud one of the raiser’s recent 
death. A dish of Annie Elizabeth in 
superb condition was noted, which made 
oue wonder why this fine late eating 
Apple is uot more extensively grown. 
Alfriston, another good late sort, was re¬ 
presented by excellent specimens, and the 
same with regard to Bramley’s and 
Hambliug’s Seedling. Some well-kept 
examples of King of the Pippins and Gas¬ 
coigne's Seedling were shown. The ex¬ 
hibit, as a whole, proved that, if care is 
exercised in gathering nnd storing, 
English-grown late Apples will remain in 
unimpaired condition over a long period. 

Some offsets of sugar on young folks.— 
The “sugar age,” if 1 may so express 
myself, is between fifteen and twenty-five. 
Youths and maidens often leave school by 
fifteen or sixteen, are-allowed to eat what 
is going at the family table, and they do 
so with a will. They often sweeten their 
drinks heavily, eat freely of jam, marma¬ 
lade, sweet puddings, dried fruits, honey, 
cake, and sweet pastry. And some of the 
money they earn, or an increased allow¬ 
ance of lioekct money, they si>end in 
sweets, chocolates, ices, and other sweet 
stuff'. This, and iierhaps a lessening of 
wholesome exercise, result in well-marked 
complaints. One is a crop of siwts on the 
cheeks, forehead, and chin; occasionally 
on the chest and hack. Aud there may he 
occasioual carbuncles, and sometimes boils 
keep coming. Others have ehrouic sore 
throat, or attacks of acute sore I bloat. 
Some have a licrpetunl cold in the head. 


Deafness aud chronic discharge from oue 
or both ears are also due in a great mea¬ 
sure to sugar eating. Toothache and 
abscess in the face from a decayed tooth 
are results of sugar eating. Enlarged 
tonsils and enlarged glands in the neck 
are Indirectly due to sugar. Tubercular 
troubles, abscesses, skin troubles, such as 
.eczema, psoriasis, dermatitis, erythema, 
shingles, and erysiiielas are greatly due 
to sugar in foods and drinks. Frequent 
colds, nnd liability to influenza, pleurisy, 
bronchitis, pneumonia, and other chest 
complaints are also ruado more likely to 
occur by tlie free use Of sugar.— Reynolds's. 

Meatless day nonsense.—I was pleased 
to read “ W.’s ” remarks under this head¬ 
ing. I have had twenty-five years of meat¬ 
less days, and though, on the whole, over¬ 
worked, my health has been good. My 
main reasons for vegetarianism are given 
in the following letter from tlie Western 
Daily Mercury, of February 25rd : — 

At the present lime we are heariug a 
lot about food, and the necessity of 
economy is rightly pointed out. but 
there are matters bearing on our food, 
of equal or paramount importance, 
that are apt to be overlooked. Veget¬ 
arian foods have been appreciated at 
their real value owing to the war and 
tlie sufficiency of a vegetarian, diet 
almost generally conceded. This is a 
triumph in itself, but it does not 
satisfy the vegetarian, who bases his 
practice on the principle that we have 
no moral right to inflict pain on an 
animal to obtain food that is not essen¬ 
tial to our true nourishment; aud it 
is a fact that’in practice the pain and 
suffering inflicted on the animal world 
in order to obtain flesh are very great. 
Vegetarian food is, when properly pre¬ 
pared. more attractive aud more 
nourishing than a diet of flesh. The 
world would be brighter, sweeter, and 
happier if we banished the slaughter¬ 
house. with all its horrid associations. 

I think it would lie hard to find either 
a vegetarian drunkard or a vegetarian 
smoker, simply because the effect, of 
their food is such as to take away all 
craving for such things. 

25 Years a Vegetarian. 
Gardeners may naturally be expected to 
take an interest in garden food, and hence 
I am glad to see that “ Gardening Illus¬ 
trated” gives considerable attention to 
this matter.—W. .1. Farmer. 

Winter Oats. —May I, with due respect, 
observe that “ the writer in a good 
journal,” who is criticised in the editorial 
italics on page 104, stated correctly the 
practice universally followed in Scotland 
and northern England. I am aware that 
winter Oats are grown in Hampshire and 
other southern counties wiI h a hot soil 
that dries excessively iu spring, hut, hav¬ 
ing lived for nearly three-quarters of a 
century iu the Scottish Lowlands, where 
Oats is the principal white crop, I do not 
remember once to have seen a single field 
of autumn-sown Oats. I am ready to back 
a spring-sown crop of Black Tartary, 
Potato, or Sandy Oats grown in this 
county (Wigtownshire) against a winter 
crop of corresponding variety grown iu any 
part of England.— Herbert Maxwell, Mou¬ 
re i til. 

Honey. —This was formerly ueed in England 
for sweetening when sugar was unknown or 
unobtainable, and its food value is so high 
that the importance of increasing the home 
supply at the present time cannot be too 
much emphasised. Honey is really sugar in 
the form in which it can be most easily 
digested, and there is no reason why thoee 
who live in the country should not keep one 
or more hives of bees, and thus help to in¬ 
crease the national food supply. 
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OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

NOTES FROM HATFIELD HOUSE. 
As in a vast number of Instances through¬ 
out the Rritish Isles flower gardening 
is to-day at. Hatfield House virtually 
unknown. The departure, of practically 
the whole of the youug manhood of 
the place in a single week is chiefly re- 
siiousilile for this, the efforts of the 
remainder being wholly directed to the pro¬ 
duction of increased supplies of vegetables, 
for whieh there is a growing need in 
many directions. The visit was made, 
therefore, to get a glimpse of some of the 
more permanent of the outdoor features of 
the place. To this end the nearly mile- 
long uveuues of lluie and other trees, 
stretching away in more than one direc¬ 
tion. as seen from the north and east 
fronts of the house, aptealed at once, and 
while constituting an imposing whole, are 
a tribute to the broad-mindedness and 


I to colour receiving considerable attention. 
To-day, however, all is in abeyance. To 
the immediate left are the sunk Rose 
garden and the Old Palace dating from 
about H70. the present mansion having 
been completed in 11111. At the east front 
of the house, and not far removed, is a 
masse in Yew after designs by Lord Bury. 
It occupies a sunken position, in all proba¬ 
bility to prevent its obscuring the view 
from the lower windows. To my mind, 
however, it is out of harmony with Its 
surroundings, and while less out of place 
in some more secluded i«irt of the grounds, 
the siaiee it occupies might have been 
ornamented by groups of flowering shrubs, 
and interspersed with Lily and Eremuri 
would have gladdened the eye for many 
weeks - when in flower, while affording at 
other seasons beauty and variety by reason 
of the prevailing tints or changes of the 
leaf. As now obtaining, there is nothing 
near to relieve a sombre gloom which 


for their size. In its season, loaded with 
blossoms, it is said to be quite a feature. 

From the standi>oints of good gardening 
effects and pieturesqueness combined, the 
northern aspect—a glimpse of which, with 
jutrt of the lake, is portrayed in the ac- 
eompnnyiug illustration — is the best. 
Here the ground is on a gentle slope, and 
by reason of the openness of the situation 
a good view of that side of the historic 
old house is obtainable. Some important 
shrub groups were noted, here of Dog¬ 
wood, Weigela, and Spirasi ; there, of 
Primus, Pyrus, and Herberts; and anon 
of Arundluuria and Bamboo. Very line, 
too, and alone, was a big group of the 
Himalayan Berberls Wallichiunu, one of 
the best of the evergreen sorts. In this 
respect, however, it may have a formid¬ 
able rival in the more recently introduced 
1!. Sargentiana from China, which, re¬ 
sembling it in leaf characteristics, is con¬ 
spicuous by reason of its rigid ivory-white 



View in the grounds at Hatfield House, Herts. 


sound sense of the planter of long ago. 
Now in their prime for the most part, and 
well develoiieil as the outcome of abundant 
room, the blizzard of a year ago happily 
left no gaps in their lines, albeit many 
older trees in what appeared sheltered 
positions came to grief during the same 
storm. 

The west garden is a square, encorn- 
lnssed on all sides by what is virtually a 
spacious Lime pergola, known as “The 
Arcade,” the trees forming it said to be 
about 150 years old. A dozen or so feet 
wide, and 8 feet or more high internally, 
ibe branches have been trained down In 
such a way that a shady walk in summer 
results. The sides ure oiieu and admit of 
an inspection of the shrub and other 
liorders. At each of the four corners may 
lie seen a very old Mulberry-tree, the whole 
said to have been planted by James 1st. 
On the turfed square within The Arcade 
is the chief herbaceous garden, on which, 
obviously, in normal times, much care has 
been bestowed, the grouping of the plants 
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exists from January to December. In 
another direction a “ scented garden ” had 
for some time existed, but which, owing 
to the shortness of labour, has been con¬ 
verted into a Lavender garden. A Rose 
liergola near, with paved way freely 
planted with Thymes and other low-grow¬ 
ing fragrant-leaved or other suitable sub¬ 
jects, must in other days have constituted 
a considerable attraction. To-day, how¬ 
ever, it is unkempt and overgrown. In¬ 
cidentally, it is an evidence of how quickly 
these and like phases of gardening get 
“ out of hand ” when bereft of the daily— 
or weekly—round of attention of former 
times. Roses, too, have in the past been 
planted on a lavish scale — several 
thousands of a single variety in one in¬ 
stance—end there is proof that they are 
quite at home. For example, a solitary 
plant of the climbing Polyantha Claire 
Jacquier, a charming yellow cluster Rose 
trained to the wall and balustrade of a 
terrace, had extended to some 60 feet or 
more, the older growths quite remarkable 


spines, these in the first-named being less 
pronounced. The great group, of S feet or 
more high, was in excellent condition. 

Proceeding lakewards, many old trees 
are passed, notably those of Oak and 
Hornbeam, the age of some of the former 
being estimated at 1,000 years. On the 
opposite side of the lake two magnificent 
specimens of the rarely-seen Siberian 
Elm (Zelkovn creuatu) attract attention. 
Sixty feet or seventy feet high, and not 
far removed from each other, the peeuli- 
arity of their growth removing them from 
the common-place, endows them with nil 
interest of their own. The leaf character 
is between Beech and Hornbeam, and 
pretty in spring and later. Native of the 
Caucasus, specimens are said to be rare in 
this country though recorded at Kew and 
Syon. 

In the immediate vicinity of the lake 
and about its margin plant-group : ng has 
in the past been studiously avoided be¬ 
cause of local soil conditions. These hav¬ 
ing been overcome, a start was made 
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<1 year or two ago in the hig shrub¬ 
bery belt on its northernmost side. Here, 
in spacious bays, in sensible groups, are seen 
tiue-foliaged and flowering shrubs, together 
with Tree-Pteonies, which, as in other 
parts of the grounds, are full of promise, 
many, indeed, long-established and doing 
well. The lake is of considerable size, 
though, unfortunately, as I thought, un¬ 
adorned with vegetable life. All the 
same, there is a fine view from the side 
where the photograph was taken, and else¬ 
where there is ample room for a continu¬ 
ance of the thoughtful work that in pre¬ 
war days was indulged in. Away on the 
southern side of the house a fine pair— 
50 feet or more high—of Eucalyptus urni- 
gera attracted attention, and which, while 
of good growth, are also of some historic 
interest. Such is a fragmentary view of 
Hatfield out-of-doors to-day. 

E. II. Jenkins. 


BORDER CARNATIONS. 

The lifting, potting, and protecting of the 
layers of border Carnations, as advocated 
in a recent article, is doubtless now gener¬ 
ally, if not universally, adopted, but 1 
never practised it myself, and only had a 
serious loss twice in some thirty odd years. 
Certainly, at planting time a sheltered 
corner was found, and sufficient of each 
variety planted here to furnish material 
for another season's layering, and if layers 
were not severed the following autumn, 
but left over until the next spring, a bit 
of loose, long, dry Bracken was shaken 
over the stock if the weather threatened 
to be very severe. This was all tlie pro¬ 
tection afforded, and (be losses on the two 
occasions occurred when exceptional frost 
followed heavy fogs. I found considerable 
benefit from using a fair percentage of 
broken up liorse-droppings iu the layering 
compost. It takes a sharp frost to pene¬ 
trate this, and that portion of the stem 
that has been partially severed is conse¬ 
quently safer. I cannot, however, help 
thinking that the varieties we grew, say, 
thirty years ago were hardier than those 
of the present day, more wiry, and less 
succulent, alike in leaf and stem. A race 
of very beautiful flowers has appeared 
within the last two decades, but the plants 
must be more tender—at least, that is the 
impression given when one rends of the 
necessity for winter protection. I noticed 
particularly the difference in the ability to 
come through the winter safely unpro¬ 
tected when growing the old variety known 
as Countess of Baris and a sort very 
similar in shade, a bigger flower, but not 
so symmetrical, called Cassandra. The 
latter was thick and fleshy alike in leaf 
and stem, and diil not winter so well as the 
Countess, which was tliin in leaf and hard 
and wiry of stem. It was one of the sorts 
that required layering as early as possible 
to secure good plants, the production of 
roots from the partially severed stem 
being a longer business than with the 
softer kinds. This, with Carolus Duran, 
Mrs. Erie nninbro. and Hayes Scarlet, 
were popular kinds at the time of which 
I am writing. E. B. S. 

Hardwick. 


Lupinus arboreus.— This is one of those 
plants which, grown in bush form in the 
open, and having nttained considerable 
size as the result of age, is among the first 
to suffer in severe frost, and, though oc¬ 
casionally cut to the ground-level, is rarely 
in southern gardens killed outright. All 
tlie same, it is so neat in habit and frag¬ 
rant in bloom ns to be well nigh indis¬ 
pensable. Seeds vegetate quickly, and 
1 lie plants soon make headway. Too large, 
perhaps, for the ordinary herbaceous 
border, it is better suited to associate with 
shrubs, though .equally valuable for iso- 
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luted iwsitious on the lawn or elsewhere. 
Where not deemed sufficiently hardy for 
exposed positions, it should he planted 
against a wall having either a south or 
south-west aspect. In either of these it 
would soon cover a big space. In no posi¬ 
tion, however, does it show to such ad¬ 
vantage as when isolated. Rich soils are 
best avoided, a greater degree of hardi¬ 
ness being nttained by planting in poor or 
stony ground, which should also lie made 
very firm.—S. V. S. 

Platycodon Maries). —Maries’ Balloon- 
llower is I consider the best of the family, 
although P. grnndiflorum, of which it is 
said to be only a form, is very ornamental 
as well. P. Mariesi is much.dwarfer, its 
height usually being from fi inches to 
9 inches. There is also a pleasing white 
variety—P. Mariesi album. This Balloon- 
flower can be readily raised from seeds, 
which may be sown under glass from now 
onwards or in the open in May or June. 
The young plants, if pricked out iu good 
time, should flower the following year. 
The tuberous roots are sometimes liable 
to decay when the plants become old. but 
seedlings may be raised occasionally to 
make good any losses. Maries’ Balloon- 
flower grows well in ordinary loam in a 
border. It is also good on rockwork, and 
I have grown it successfully iu a moraine. 
—S. Aunott. 

Cyclamen Coum.— Despite the rude 
weather of January and the early part of 
February, this was still in bloom when the 
frost fiassed away about the middle of 
February. Cyclamen Coum ought to be 
more widely grown by all who enjoy early 
flowers. It has been In cultivation for 
more than three hundred years, it is quite 
hardy, aud its wants are simple and few. 

I like to give it a shady corner in loam, 
leaf-soil, and a modicum of old mortar. II 
can frequently be procured iu pots, but dry 
corms are cheaper, and may be purchased 
and planted in early autumn. It is some¬ 
times difficult to distinguish the top of 
the corms, but a few of the fibres of the 
old roots may remain at the base or a 
hollow may be observed at the crown. 
Sometimes, however, neither of these is 
present, and in this case I plant the conns 
sideways, and they send up their leaves 
aud flowers in due course. There are 
white and pink varieties in addition to the 
crimson one, which is said to be the type. 

I generally plant with the corms covered 
to about an inch or a little more —S. 
Arnott. 

Orchis maculata superba.— A note by 
Mr. E. H. Jenkins on page 82 brings to 
mind this handsome Orchis, I think the 
finest of the hardy British Orchids. A 
good clump of O. maculata superba in a 
border of hardy flowers is a striking fea¬ 
ture. The green leaves are freely spotted 
with little purple dots. It is generally 
believed that it is a sport or hybrid be¬ 
tween O. latifolia aud O. maculata. Mr. 
Webster, iu “ British Orchids,” tells us 
that it is generally known as Miss Hope’s 
Orchid, owing to its having been distri¬ 
buted by the late Miss Hope, of Wardie 
Bodge. Mr. Webster is of opinion that 
Miss Hope found it in a cottage at Kil¬ 
marnock. This may have been the case, 
but I hnd it on the authority of n keen and 
most careful hardy plantsman from that 
district that it was found growing on a 
moor near that town. In its own locality 
and pretty widely in the west of Scotland 
it Is known as the “Kilmarnock Orchis.” 
It appears to me to be the same as the 
“ Glasnevin Orchis.”— S. Arnott. 

Tufted Pansies— Not for many years have 
we experienced a winter that has wrought euch 
havoc amongst Pansies than this. In some 
instances whole stocks have been wiped out, 
while even those in frames have not escaped. 
This has brought about not a little disappoint¬ 


ment amongst those who have come to look 
upon the Tufted Pansies as special favourites 
if seed purchased from a good firm is sown in 
beat, many blossoms will result from such 
plants before the end of the summer, and 
they will provide cuttings for autumn.— 
W. F. D. 


GARDEN PEST8 AND FRIENDS. 

THE GREY SQUIRREL. 

Some ten years ago, or more, specimens of 
I lie grey squirrel were let loose in Regent’s 
Park. They have multiplied there, and 
u fiord now a diversion to the children who 
visit the park. That they are pleasing to 
children is apparently the only good 
quality that these rat-likc animals—wli'ch 
would be classed as a vermin in their 
native haunts—have, up to the present, ex¬ 
hibited. About the time named some grey 
squirrels would appear to have been intro¬ 
duced into Richmond Bark. As tips step 
could hardly have been undertaken with a 
reasoned purpose, it must be assumed to 
lie the brainless act of some muddler in 
natural history. By 1908 the invader had 
leached the southern end of the park. Up 
to that date the fascinating British 
squirrel had found a home in the enclosure 
which he had probably occupied for cen¬ 
turies. On the appearance of the foreigner 
I he British squirrel vanished, and, so far 
as Richmond Park is concerned, It is now 
extinct. How it was driven out I do not 
know. In the spring of 1908 I examined 
the bodies of two dead British squirrels 
picked up in my garden. They showed no 
marks of violence nor of gross disease, 
but they were extremely emaciated. I 
conclude that the grey squirrel hod robbed 
their caches, and that they had been exter¬ 
minated by starvation. 

These German-minded invaders now fell 
ui>on tile gardens, and as destroyers of 
gardens they are unsurpassed by any ani¬ 
mal or bird that lives. They eat everything 
that can be eaten, and destroy twenty 
times more than they eat. They eat buds 
and the young shoots of trees. They are 
devoted to Strawberries, but prefer to take 
u bite out of a dozen rather than to eat 
one entire. They have an utter contempt 
for nets, since they bite through any that 
come in their way, and soon reduce a new 
net to a thlnjf of holes. They eat Goose¬ 
berries. but only such as they reach from 
the ground. They clear all the bushes up 
to a certain height, but as they take only 
a little of the pulp from each berry it re¬ 
quires a vast number to provide a hungry 
couple with a breakfast. Currants they 
do not touch. There is no merit in this, 
siuce they cannot get ut them easily. 
They will clear a row of Peas in an 
astonishing short time, taking only a Pea 
or two from each pod. The Peas they are 
apt to carry away to their nests, for at the 
foot of an Oak will be found a quite dis¬ 
tressing collection of pods at any time dur¬ 
ing the season. Apples and Pears they 
deal with in situ, gnawing a great hole in 
the Apple like a magnified wasp hole. 
They will thus destroy every Apple on a 
tree in ’the course, of a morning after a 
fashion which would dismay any food con¬ 
troller. Peaches and Plums they carry 
away to the top of the wall, where they 
gnaw them unabashed before the very eyes 
of the maddened gardener. The Nut crop 
they clear entire. They are driving away 
certain birds, notably the blackbirds and 
thrushes, so that I expect soon to be with¬ 
out any of these great singers of my lawn. 
—Frederick Treves, In Observer. 
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ROOM AND WINDOW. 

THE WHITE LIGURIAN BELLFLOWER 
(Campanula isophyiaa alba). 
CaMPANL'i.a isophyljla and Its variety alba, 
although perfectly hardy in the open air, 
are more impular as basket-plants in the 
greenhouse or for window-boxes, for which 
purpose there is no more effective plant, i 
if planted in the rock garden it should be 
in such a jiosition that the stems can hang 
over a ledge, the masses of white flowers 
being in this way more effective. 

In using it for window-boxes the best I 


In the Edmonton district of London we 
some years ago were pleased to find that 
in almost every window in one street this 
Bellflower was to be seen, in all cases 
flowering freely. 


VEGETABLES. 

FRENCH BEANS. 

Now that the days begin to lengthen there 
will be an acceleration of growth, and the 
plants, as a result, will crop better than 
has of late been the case. As the season 
advances this will become the more ap¬ 


the jxids closely gathered. If tied in 
bundles and the stalk ends afterwards in¬ 
serted in water they w r iil keep for several 
days. Where there is a sufficient amount of 
head room, climbing French Beans, on ac¬ 
count of their yielding over a long period, 
pay to grow better than the preceding. 
Pots 10 inches and 12 inches in diameter 
are suitable to grow' the plants in uud to 
carry sticks of the requisite height. In 
all other respects the treatment Is the 
same as for ordinary French Beans. 

K. I*. 


SEED POTATOES. 



plan is to di¬ 
vide it in the 
spring, using 
a loamy soil, 
to which have 
been added 
some well-rcrtted manure and sand. When 
growing freely plenty of water is neces¬ 
sary, with a top-dressing of cow-manure, 
and occasional doses of some artificial 
manure, such as Clay’s Fertiliser. One 
joint of importance is to let the flowering 
shoots fade, not attempting for the sake 
of neatness to cut them off, as this seems 
to weaken the plants and the results are 
not so good the following year. Those 
used in the window-boxes we divide every 
third year, in the intervening years clear¬ 
ing out a great part of the old worn-out 
soil, replacing with the mixture recom¬ 
mended above. All Campanulas used in 
windows like ample sunshine and light, 
therefore a south wlndpw^snits them best. 

ogre 


parent, and the length of time that each 
batch of plants remains serviceable will 
be shortened. This means sowing some¬ 
what oftener if an unbroken supply has to 
be maintained. If necessary at any time 
to hasten the germination of the seed this 
can be done either by steeping the seed in 
water or standing the pots on a board laid 
over a hot-water pipe. Somewhat larger 
pots and a richer compost may now be 
employed. Bone dust is always appre¬ 
ciated by French Beans. A fair sprinkling 
of it added to the compost will suflice. A 
keen look-out for red spider must be kept 
on plants in full growth, the best antidote 
for which is to ply the syringe freely both 
in the morning and ’early afternoon 
amongst them. Red spider ofttimes re¬ 
sults from careless watering. If allowed 
to often get dry at the roots an attack 
speedily follows. To extend the bearing 
period of the plants as far as possible keep 


The white Ligurian Bellflower (Campanula 
isopkylla alba) in a pot, 


The article on this subject by “ A Scottish 
Gardener ” (pages 9-10) will repay con¬ 
sideration. 1 agree with him regarding 
the size of seed Potatoes, ami fear that 
this year we shall find the small tubers 
which it will he necessary in so many eases 
to use as seed will have a had effect on the 
future crop. I do not quite share his 
opinions respecting varieties “running 
out.’’ There are some varieties which ap¬ 
pear to retain their productive powers 
much longer than others, and I know some 
which in my district remain popular and 
their value is shown by their being still 
grown. One which specially occurs to me 
is Beauty of Hebron, which I find many 
still grow without any apparent falling off 
in return. This does well on light soil, 
and I know people who have grown it for 
many years, and find It one of the best of 
the semi-early Potatoes. I grew it for 
years and always found it nearly as early 
as Sharpe’s Victor, and a much better 
Potato in light soil. But many others 
“ run out ” and deteriorate. I am at one 
with “A Scottish Gardener” regarding 
the selection of seed Potatoes. I have ex¬ 
perimented with small seed, medium-sized, 
and good-sized whole sets, as well as with 
cut sets of larger Potatoes. I find the 
small, weak sets do not produce a crop 
equal to that given by the medium-sized 
ones. Where Potatoes are plentiful 
(which they will not be.this year) the sets 
should be carefully selected, and those of 
medium size and good form used if pos¬ 
sible when they are employed whole. I 
would not condemn cutting larger sets. It 
is not always possible to obtain tubers of 
the size to plant whole, and it may be de¬ 
sirable to cut the sets, leaving one or two 
good eyes to each set. Last season I had 
only a small quantity of marketable-sized 
tubers of a much praised new variety, and 
I cut these, leaving from one to two pro¬ 
minent eyes on each. I had a splendid 
crop, infinitely superior to that from some 
older varieties the seed of which was 
planted whole. Beginners should not 
plant out sprouted early varieties too soon 
if their gardens are in places subject to 
spring frosts. I differ from “A Scottish 
Gardener” in thinking that Potatoes will 
not be grown much more extensively 
in 1917. Prices will probably fall, and it 
is to be hoped, for the sake of the con¬ 
sumer, that they will, hut the area planted 
is, I fancy, likely to be largely increased. 

A. Scot. 


TOMATOES. 

Just as we are now planning for bringing 
into use every yard of suitable land for 
the production of food so should we in a 
similar manner turn our greenhouses to 
account, as far ns we are able. I do not 
mean by this that we should discard 
flowering plants entirely ; rather should we 
use the back stages and roofs for grow¬ 
ing Tomatoes. No house should, under 
any circumstances, be allowed to remain 
idle in the coming summer, when food 
shortage threatens. With this in view no 
time ought to be lost In sowing seed of 
some approved sort, like Carter’s Sun- 
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rise or Holmes’ Supreme, noted for their 
heavy yield of moderately-sized fruit. 
Seed should be sown in beat in light soil 
and grown on until ready for finishing 
off in S-iueh pots, or boxes of about the 
sumo depth. For the final shift good turf 
which has stood six months or so and to 
which have been added rotted dung and 
bone-meal may be used. Firm lotting is 
essential, otherwise flabbiness of growth 
will result, and several inches should be 
left in the pots or boxes for top-dressing. 
When it is remembered that Tomatoes 
are surface feeders the wisdom of sub¬ 
sequent mulchings will be apparent. After 
many years’ experience with Tomatoes 1 
have long since come to the conclusion 
that growing plants on the long rod or 
single stem system is by far the best. It 
means, briefly, the rubbing off of side 
shoots as they appear and confining the 
production of fruit-trusses to the main 
stem. When in bearing, Tomatoes pay for 
feeding with cow or horse droppings 
diluted in water, guano, or Clay's ferti¬ 
lizer. A change of food is often very 
beneficial. 

While Tomatoes will stand plenty of 
heat, ventilation must be afforded, and 
anything like a stuffy, moisture-laden 
atmosphere should be avoided. Avoid also 
the barbarous practice of cutting away the 
large leaves in order that the sun may 
get to the fruit; tie the foliage back and 
let it die naturally. Many a plant has 
been ruined by using the knife in this 
way. In giving stimulants, follow the 
rule of administering them after ordinary 
watering, but never give cold water. For 
those who have not the convenience to 
raise plants from seed, the advertising 
columns of Gardening Illustrated 
should meet their requirements in April 
and May. There is no crop more profit¬ 
able under glass tbau Tomatoes. In cold 
houses the middle or end of May is soon 
enough to plant. Leahurst. 

TREATMENT ^ND CROPPING OF 
SCHOOL GARDEN. 

(Reply to T. J. Gillespy.) 

Ii is gratifying to learn you know how to 
Dench and possess both the will and en¬ 
thusiasm. This, according to your note, is 
an absolute necessity in regard to the 
whole of the garden, and the sooner the 
work is taken in hand the better. The 
soil also requires manuring, not only on 
the surface, but the under spit as well. 
Your chart not being drawn to scale, it 
gives no definite idea as to the exact area 
of ground that will want manuring. But 
if you tip the manure barrow load thick 
in a continuous line down the centre of 
what appears on the chart to be a series 
of borders and estimate a cartload to con¬ 
tain (according to size) from ten to twelve 
baiTovvloads of manure, you can arrive at 
a conclusion as to the number of loads re¬ 
quired. The leaf-mould mentioned may be 
mixed with manure and used for dressing 
the top spit where the early Potatoes will 
be grown. As to tbe kind of manure, that 
from a farmyard would be best if obtain¬ 
able. This could be purchased at from 5s. 
to 7s. (id. per load. Failing farmyard, you 
must fall back on stable manure. The 
difficulty with regard to this is to obtain 
it in a sufficiently decayed condition for 
mixing with the upper stratum of soil. 
For the bottom spit, it does not signify 
so much. Supplies of this material can, 
as a rule, be obtained from a livery stable, 
and when received should be shaken out, 
putting the shortest and most decayed por¬ 
tion of it on one side for the top spit and 
reserving the straw or the least decayed 
Iiortions to mix with the bottom spit. The 
price of manure of this description Is usu- 

nd some¬ 


times less, much depending on the locality. 
With respect to 

Cropping, the first consideration, we 
gather, has to be Potatoes. These, we ad¬ 
vise, should be grown on all Hie most oiien 
pieces of ground, such as (lie continuous 
border under tbe walls as well as the 
piece of turf which is to be broken up. 
The series of beds could be utilised, one 
for the raising of early Shorthorn Carrots 
and another for an intermediate or main- 
crop variety. Another could be reserved 
for rarsnips for autumn and winter use. 
In another, Radishes and Lettuces could 
be raised, sowing them alternately, and 
afterwards utilising the lied for growing a 
crop of French Beans. One of the largest 
beds might be planted with Cabbages. 
After the heads have been cut, the stems, 
if tlie ground is kept clean and a stimulant 
given, will furnish a supply of Greens or 
Collards over a long teriod. If Turnips 
are required, this would take up another 
bed. Another oonlil tie utilised for the 
cultivation of climbing French Beans. If 
the rows stand 5 feet apart, I-ettuces, 
Radishes, etc., can be grown between 
them. A corner or plot should be found 
for Vegetable Marrows. In your case this 
should prove a profitable crop. Judging 
by the chart, there would be little or no 
ground for I’eas or Scarlet Runners. 
Room may be found perhaps for a few 
rows of tbe former. If so, select one of 
Ibe dwarf varieties or such as will not ex¬ 
ceed 18 inches in height. After the early 
and second early Potatoes are lifted plant 
the ground at once with Cabbage and 
Savoys of both early and late sorts for 
autumn and winter use. Sow Turnips to 
succeed late Potatoes. SeleeL the warmest 
and most sheltered liortiou? of the borders 
for tlie earlier crops of Potatoes. Onions 
we have not touched upon. Perjiaps these 
would be preferred to Turnips or some¬ 
thing else mentioned ; if so. plants can be 
purchased with which to obtain a summer 
and autumn supply. Sow -seed in March 
to ensure a crop for winter use. Had the 
chart been drawn to scale the advice 
tendered would have been less vague. As 
it is, we give you credit for possessing suffi¬ 
cient intelligence to enable its being pul 
into practice. If we might make a sug¬ 
gestion, it would lie to break up tbe larger 
lawn shown on plan. Quite a different 
scheme of crojiping could then be arranged. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Chemical manure lor light sandy soli.—1 

shall be so grateful for a little advice. I have 
taken over a garden in which the soil ie very 
light and eaudy and which lias been neglected 
for many yearn in that portion devoted to 
flowers. The garden is very sunny, and in 
some places the sandstone rock is only from 
18 inches to 2 feet below the surface. I do 
not feel justified in getting natural manure 
for flowers—we are all finding the supply in- 
adeutiate for our vegetables, and cow-manure, 
which the local gardening experts tell me 
is absolutely necessary for the beds, is quite 
unobtainable. Can you give me the name 
of some chemical substitute which I can 
use for growing Larkspurs, Lavateras, Sweet 
Peas, and other hardy annuals—if possible, 
something not too expensive?— Dorothy Fuz- 
HERBBBT. 

[As you are unable to obtain farmyard 
manure, your best plan will be to apply 
3 oz. of superphosphate and 2 oz. of sul¬ 
phate of ammonia per square yard of sur¬ 
face, and in the process of digging mix the 
chemicals with the soil as intimately as 
you can. By measuring up tlie length and 
width of the borders in feet, and multiply¬ 
ing tlie one by tbe other and dividing tlie 
result by nine, you will then ascertain tbe 
number of square yards super, there are. 
It is then a simple matter to arrive at a 
conclusion as to the quantity of eucli 
chemical required.) 


ally from 3s. 6d_^> 5s. per load, a 
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Bhort-topped Potatoes.— Kindly tell me if 
Sharpe's Expreee Potato ie a short-topped 
variety. Aleo give me names of good cropping, 
short-topped kinds for first, second, and third 
crops, suitable for an open, warm situation 
facing south, but with a high south wall. Du 
you think tail-topped varieties would suit 
better? Does the frost injure tlie tope when 
they come through tlie soil. Is burnt paper 
any good for the garden?— Glen. 

[Yes ; Sharpe’s Express is a sliort-topiied 
Potato. We should not advise tall-growing 
varieties being grown under a high wall 
facing south. A good second early for 
your purpose would be Snowdrop, and a 
maincrop Windsor Castle. Both are short 
in the haulm. In some seasons spring 
frosts severely damage the growths as they 
come through the soil. The only way to 
avert such injury Is to cover them with 
long litter or Bracken in the evening when 
frost threatens, or otherwise draw soil up 
to and cover the tops with it, doing this 
ns often as may be necessary and until all 
danger from frost is past. As the crop is 
adversely affected if the .tops get frosted, 
you will see how very inqiortant it is tjjat 
they be preserved from harm if possible. 
Burnt paper, we should say, does no-t pos¬ 
sess any value from a manurial point of 
view.] 

Methods of trenching.—Commenting on 
my recent note In the Gardeners’ Chronicle 
on the above, “A Scottish Gardener,” 
while admitting the “ idea to be a good 
one and one to be commended,” remarks 
that “surely it did not take much in¬ 
genuity to hit on it.” I agree. In fact, I 
claim no “ ingenuity ” at all for it, though 
I did claim for it a considerable time-saver 
over tlie old-fashioned, laborious method 
which had been advanced In the contem¬ 
porary above-named by one of the best- 
known gardeners and writers of the past 
twenty-five or thirty years. When some 
thirty or more years ago I “ hit. on ” the 
method referred to 1 was quite ignorant of 
the practice that had been “ followed from 
time immemorial in Scottish gardens,” 
and can assure “ A Scottish Gardener ” 
that I have had more than one of his clans¬ 
men under my direction, to whom, despite 
the fact that they got their early training 
in the “ Land of Cakes,” it was in the 
nature of an “eye-opener.” Hence, it is 
clear that this so-called “time im¬ 
memorial” custom does not aptiear to be 
so common in Scotland as “ A Scottish 
Gardener” would have one believe.— 
E. H. Jenkins. 

II fear the Scotchman under your direc¬ 
tion had not served his apprenticeship in a 
good Scotch garden, otherwise he would 
have been conversant with the “ time im¬ 
memorial ” mode of trenching you “hit 
on." As one who has been through the 
mill, I, over fifty years ago, have helped 
to trench in the way referred to many a 
break of Strawberries that had been in 
bearing for several years. As a lad, I have 
seen my father adopting the wane plan.— 

w. r. i\] 

Broad Beans.— With the ground hard 
and frost-bound the best-laid plans for 
early sowing of Broad Beans must have 
been frustrated in many places, and. as 1 
write (early In February), tbe prospect of 
more congenial weather seems very re¬ 
mote. Still, the time will come when seed 
can be sown on ground that was roughly 
turned up last autumn, and in view of 
the likelihood of a late spring I would 
suggest, in addition to Ixmgpods, the sow¬ 
ing of a row or two of Mazagan. This, 
as a rule, is the earliest cropper, and 
deserves consideration from all who like 
this nourishing vegetable. I would plant 
the Mazagan, if at all possible, on shel¬ 
tered positions shielded from the north 
On new land just broken up, especially 
hoavv, clavev soil, Broad Beans mav be 
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got In with a chance of a reasonable crop, 
nnd If some stable manure can be put in 
between the first and second spits success 
will be further guaranteed—W. F. r>. 

Spring Cabbages.— It is to be feared 
that. In consequence of the recent Arctic 
weather we have experienced, the plans 
of most iieople In regard to crops of Spring 
cabbage have been upset. Not for many 
years have winter greens suffered so much 
from frost as during the Inst few weeks, 
and it behoves all who can to use every 
endeavour to make good the losses among 
autumn-sown Cabbage by at once sowing 
seed in heat, either In the greenhouse or 
on a hed made up of fermenting material 
in a frame. Having regard to a probable 
shortage of Cabbages I would suggest 
sowing sorts that are noted for their com¬ 
pact growth anil which develop quickly, 
sueh as Cocoanut, Ellam's Early Dwarf 
and Ryder’s Twelve Weeks. If 'these are 
got out by the end of April iii well- 
manured ground, and helped occasionally 
with dressings of nitrate of soda, much 
time will be gained.— Leahukst. 

Beet.—A good many who grow Beet for the 
Bret time give it freshly-manured ground. 
This to wrong, and if carried out. generally re¬ 
sults in forked and almost worthless roots. 
To grow good Beet, ground that in the previous 
reason was manured for some other crop, such 
as Peas or Celery—the latter for preference- 
should be chosen. A heavy soil is not the ideal 
one for Beet, and steps ought to be taken now 
to lighten it by adding to it grit or road- 
scrapings. In piaoe of animal manure, I 
would add superphosphate of lime and wood 
ashes. May to soon enough to sow the seed. A 
foot should be allowed between each plant. 
Aorts there are galore to-day, but I have yet 
to Bud a better than the old Cheltenham 
Oreen Top, for a long, dark sort of excellent 
quality, or Red Globe, as a round variety, for 
a shallow soil.— Leahitrst. 

Potato Champion.—It is singular how some 
Potatoes which have practically become obso¬ 
lete in some parte of the country are popular 
and produce first-class erops in other districts. 
For example, Champion, for long a leading 
maincrop Potato over a wide area, is hardly 
ever met with in certain Potato-growing dis¬ 
tricts. There is no demand for it, and as a 
rmpper it has gone back from its early records, 
and disease to apt to affect it badly. In certain 
districts in Ireland, however, it is yet a 
favourite, and is largely grown. Scottish- 
grown seed is preferred, and the results are 
neually satisfactory. Some Scottish dealers 
arrange with farmers to grow a crop of Cham¬ 
pion for them, and it is found that the seed 
Potatoes from the sandy 6oil of certain dis¬ 
tricts adjoining the Solway Firth give good 
***•• of this once popular variety. In moet 
districts. Up-to-Date superseded It. but there 
ana yet many consumers who regard Champion 
a* a much better Potato for the table than 
F p-to-Date.—S cotsman. 

^ataley.—Although Parsley is in general 
-demand in moet households, it has to be said 
that often the supply is insufficient, this lack 
being mainly due to not making a second sow¬ 
ing in July. A firet sowing should be made 
in March in deeply dug soil into which some 
old manure has been worked. Some advocate 
sowing in drills, others broadcast; but it 
matters little which system is followed, so 
long as the plants are given plenty of room. 
The greatest mistake made with Parsley is to 
*!>» it thickly and fail to thin out after, 

* terras it to the individual plants that always 
0* the beef. Once let this be reoognised. and 
*» should see lees of the Mustard and Cress 
Method, with ever;,- plant fighting for exiat- 
*hce. For a winter snpply get the seed in in 
1 riiy, and. if possible, let the bed be either 
Under a south wall or where some temporary 
O totectlon can be given in extended frost. If 
r t*nie lights cannot be spared, then 9-ineb 
Varda should enclose the bed. over which 
’licks or laths can be laid and bags or mats 
^-tirown across in v® rv severe weather. If a 
leaves are polled from each plant, instead 
denuding one or Vwo, the supply will gener¬ 
ally hold out as long as required.—W oodbast- 
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Loss of spring Cabbages.— In a number of 
gardens in the south-west of Scotland spring 
Cabbages and Broccoli have suffered greatly 
during the past month, hut the hard weather 
experienced at the end of January and dur¬ 
ing early February has been the proverbial 
last, straw. I have hardly a spring Cabbage 
left. It is a great disappointment, especially 
at a time when vegetables are doubly valu¬ 
able in the household.— Scotsman. 

Potato British Queen.- This did well with 
me last year. It is a very reliable second- 
early, which in average seasons often gives 
immense crops. It cooks and keeps well. I 
always sprout the tubers, and plant them 
about the middle of April—not before, as the 
district is a cold one. Unfortunately, this sort 
is not immune from wart dise«ase, but I am 
glad to say we have none of this disease in our 
district.—.E, T. Ellis, Sheffield. 

Pea Gladstone. — I look upon this as one of 
the best of the late Peas for the south-west of 
Scotland and similar localities. My soil is 
good for Peas, but late varieties are not 
always so productive as I should like owing to 
climatic conditions. The big pods are gener¬ 
ally well filled, and the Peas of first-class 
quality. I grow it as a maincrop and late 
variety.— Scotsman. 

Potatoes.— Some years ago I grew 1 lb. cut 
into single eyes in small pots, and then planted 
tjiem out. One eye produced 14 lb. good Pota¬ 
toes. They were 5 feet apart. This works out 
at 30 tons per acre.— Arthur White. 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

February 27th, 11)17. 

The fortnightly meeting on the above date 
was an imiirovemont on those immediately 
preceding it, most deimrtmeiits being re¬ 
presented. Hardy flowers for the first 
time this year were present from various 
sources, tlio delightful lot of early bulbous 
Irises one of the most welcome among 
them. Violets, too, from Henfield, Sussex, 
were of the highest excellence. Of quite 
an exceptional character for February, 
too, was the splendid exhibit of Daffodil's, 
grown in bowls in fibre, from Messrs. 
Bath, who, although excelling in this mode 
of cultivation, have not, so far as we re¬ 
member, ever staged them in sueh perfec¬ 
tion at this season. Carnations and 
Orchids were freely shown, and many 
choice specimens staged. An exhibit of 
Savoy Cabbages from Wisley was instruc¬ 
tive as demonstrating the complete hardi¬ 
ness of certain varieties following the re¬ 
cent spell of severe weather. 

HARDY FLOWERS. 

The most interesting and attractive ex¬ 
hibit of these was the early bulbous Irises 
and Cyclamens from Mr. Herbert Chap¬ 
man, Rye, who for some years has been 
hybridising the former group with excel¬ 
lent results. His larger exhibit on the 
present occasion was of I. Cantab, virtu¬ 
ally a blue-flowered, dwarf-growlng I. 
reticulata. Of this alone some two dozen 
pots were shown. A batch of seedlings 
demonstrated endless possibilities nnd a 
remarkable colour range. I. Taurf, less 
good at the moment than the type, and I. 
Krelagei, greatly improved both in size 
and stature, are extreme variations, 
though there were many of Intermediate 
character, deep blue, violet, pearl-blue, 
and the like, which added both variety 
and interest. Well-flowered Cyclamen 
iberlcum, much deeper In colour than 
usual, and hybrid seedling Snowdrops 
were also from the same source. In a 
small exhibit, Mr. G. W. Miller had 
bunches of Iris reticulata. Snowdrops, and 
a few Christmas Roses. Messrs. J. Cheal 
and Sons contributed pot-grown examples 
of blue and other Primroses, whose pro¬ 
fuse flowering demonstrated considerable 
utility. The crimson-flowered Miss Massey 
was particularly good, a cold house or 
frame being all that Is needed to attain 


to such excellence at this early season. 
The exhibit of Violet Princess of Wales, 
from the Misses Allen-Brown. Henfield. 
was quite an attraction, the flowers of 
rich colour and very large. In a consider¬ 
able collection of alpine plants and shrubs. 
Mr. G. Beutlie had much of interest. Of 
shrubs, the ever-wcleomc Witch Hazels 
(Hamamelis) were represented by de¬ 
lightful sprays of II. arlx>reji nnd H. Zuc- 
enrininna, though the new Rhododendron 
moupinense from Western China was un¬ 
doubtedly the greater attraction. A small- 
leaved evergreen species, having pure 
white flowers nnd brownish anthers, it Is 
contemporary with R. prtecox in its 
flowering in the open air, and, unharmed 
by the recent severe weather, is full of 
promise. The choicer alpines included a 
nice lot of Saxifraga Griesbachi, S. Kes- 
tonensis (a white-flowered hybrid), Eran- 
lliis eilicicus (reputedly a better doer than 
the older form), double blue Hepaticas, 
Narcissus eyclamineus, Leucojum vernum 
earpathlcum, and Gaultherin tricophvlla 
among many others. Mr. Clarence 
Elliott's contribution to this section was a 
couple of dozen well-flowered examples of 
Saxifraga Bursertana and vases of Rho¬ 
dodendron priecox. The former, in their 
grey leaves, scarlet stems, and glistening 
white flowers, were welcome after the 
long dearth of hardy flowers in the open 
this season. 

BULBS IN FIBRE. 

There was but one exhibit of these, 
albeit it was of a comprehensive order, 
and served to demonstrate the value of 
tliis phase of flower culture to all. It con¬ 
sisted entirely of Narcissi, nnd for the 
mouth of February wo have never seen a 
better exhibit. The many varieties and 
their all-round excellence afforded proof 
of its general utility, also a responsiveness 
to early forcing. Notable varieties were 
Haarlem (a vastly improved Emperor), 
Victoria (an indispensable bieoior), prln- 
ceps, Golden Spur, Sir Watkin, Lucifer, 
odorus rugulosus, and W. I*. Milner (the 
last a drooping, creamy-white flowered 
variety of dwarf habit eminently suited 
to the work). The flowers wore equal to 
the best of soil-cultivated examples. 
Vases of the mnuve-coloured Darwin Tulip 
W. Copeland were also on view-, the whole 
coming from Messrs. R. II. Bath, Limited. 

CARNATIONS. 

Exhibits of these came from several 
growers, and, with the lengthening days, 
improved flower quality was remarked. 
The more extensive collection was that 
from Messrs. Allwood Brothers, which 
also demonstrated cultural excellence of a 
very high order. An important novelty 
was remarked in Eastern Maid, one of the 
fancy heliotrope class, and, as these things 
go, distinct and of high petal quality. 
White May Day, also noted for the last- 
named attribute, associated with the pink- 
flowered Philadelphia, in a vase was very 
pretty. In the colour line Salmon En¬ 
chantress wins undoubtedly the best thing 
in the collection, and, with flowers of the 
largest size, was most telling. Bishton 
Wonder (heliotrope fancy, we suppose) is 
of a colour combine which does not ap- 
l>eal to us, though we tolerate it because 
of its rich Clove fragrance. For this 
latter it is remarkable. Mr. .T. C. .Tenner 
in a small collection had a handsome 
central stand of Mary Allwood, by far 
the best lot of It. that so far has been ex¬ 
hibited this year. Weil grown, it is one 
of the most telling varieties, nnd quite 
unique still for colour. 

Messrs. Stuart. Low and Co. contri¬ 
buted a considerable assortment, their two 
outstanding varieties being Eileen and 
Mrs. Mackay Edgar. Both are pink- 
flowered, tile warm snlmon-pink of the— 
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former, together with the handsome, 
shapely flowers, separating it from most 
others of its class. British Triumph (fine 
crimson) was excellent. At one end of 
the group a nice batch of well-flowered 
Cyclamens was shown, Giant White, 
Vulcan, and others, though the richly- 
coloured Cherry Ripe (a novelty which 
gained an Award of Merit) was the most 
conspicuous of them all. 

GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 

The only exhibit of these was that from 
Messrs. H. X!. May and Sons, Limited, 
which comprised Ferns, flowering plants, 
and Palms. Of flowering plants, Cycla¬ 
mens in variety, Cinerarias, and Arum 
Lilies were freely shown, though the more 
notable subject was a small batch of the 
too-rarely-seen Oolumnea magnifiea, whose 
vermilion-scarlet and orange flowers are 
very striking. The species is said to 
flower for six months on end—January to 
June. Ferns included rteris Edmonton- 
ensls (a hardy sort, useful for decoration), 
a variety of Nephrolepis, and the nearly 
hardy exotic Asplenium erectum. A selec¬ 
tion of, the best Scolopcndriums was also 
on view. 

ORCHIDS. 

The more extensive exhibit of these was 
that from Messrs. Charlesworth and Co., 
whose group was almost entirely composed 
of Odontiodas and Odontoglossums. The 
first-named were in considerable variety, 
the rich colour variations of red-crimson 
and maroon contrasting well with the 
purity of the Odontoglossums. Odontioda 
Diana, O. Bradshaw®, and O. Charles- 
worth i were some of the best in the group. 
The novelty in the group was Miltonia 
vexillaria Venus (M. Phalamoiksis x M. 
vexillnrin), a medium-sized variety of 
pinky-white colour in the upfier half, the 
lower part white, copiously spotted with 
rich crimson. In a particularly choice lot 
from Messrs. Armstrong and Brown, two 
novelties (both gaining Awards of Merit) 
stood out prominently. These were Cyin- 
bidium insigne album (a chaste form of 
alabaster white, with delicately flesh- 
tinted lip, a vigorous grower, it carried a 
fine head of flowers) and Odontioda Joan, 
Broadland’s variety, whose wavy, sepalled 
flowersareof an intense dusky maroon, the 
claret-red lip being lightly touched white. 
O. Madeline, variety Opal, is another of 
maroon colour and claret-red lip. In ad¬ 
dition was a number of new hybrid Odon¬ 
toglossums of rich and varied colouring. 
Mpssrs. Sander and Sons had a small 
group in which Cattleyas and Odonto¬ 
glossums appeared, Messrs. Flory and 
Black also showing a small lot. 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLES. 

These played but a minor part, a variety 
of Apples being submitted to the com¬ 
mittee, but no award was made. A small 
collection of dessert. Apples from Messrs. 
J. Oheal and Sons included Cox's Orange 
Pippin, Adam’s Pearmain. and Egremont 
Russett among others. Of the last named, 
a perfect dish of fruits was shown demon¬ 
strating late-keeping qualities of a very 
high order, the fruits as sound as when 
gathered. A selection of Savoy Cabbages 
from the Society's gardens at Wisley was 
shown to demonstrate the hardiness of 
this useful vegetable. Noteworthy among 
them was the variety Ormskirk, which 
was represented by throe stocks, nil of 
which were in iierfect condition, neither 
tlie outer leaves nor the heads betraying 
the least signs of the hard weather ex¬ 
perienced. Late Drumhead and New Year 
were others of equal merit, the last-named 
a model sort for small gardens. 

A comolete list of the certificated plants 
and mednls for groups will be found in 
our advertispa^pnt columns. 

Google 


THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom February 27th. — Winter Aconites, 
Snowdrops, Iris atyloaa, Erica came a (in 
variety), E. mediterranea hybrida, E. lusi- 
tanica. 

The week's work. —Now that the weather i6 
again mild, all planting of herbaceous plants 
should be brought to a conclusion as speedily 
as possible. Autumn planting is undoubtedly 
the best for most herbaceous plants when 
dealing with division of home-grown plants, 
but when one has only small pieces it is best 
to wait until spring and to give special care 
to such plants after they are planted. In 
planting, one must be governed by the sur¬ 
roundings, and no hard-and-fast rule can be 
laid down. A mixed border is often spoilt by 
the use of too many kinds of plants at a 
time. A system of grouping in which colours 
and contour are carefully considered is un¬ 
doubtedly the most effective where the borders 
are broad enough to admit of this treatment, 
but attempts to carry out this in narrow 
borders will result in something like failure. 
In such borders there must be some approach 
to order, and this can only be done by putting 
the tall growers at the back and graduating 
the rest towards the front. I do not approve 
of the dot-plant system, but of a modified 
system of grouping that does not entail abso¬ 
lute regularity or repetition. The proper time 
to plant Roses is, without doubt, November; 
but spring planting may also be successfully 
carried out provided a little extra care is 
taken. The results then will be almost as 
good. For Hybrid Perpetuate, however, no 
time should now be lost, as most of these 
flower in June and have no second blooming 
season, so it is necessary to establish them 
early. A good rich root-nm should be pro¬ 
vided for all Roses, and the soil should be 
trodden firmly around the roots, which should 
also be buried somewhat deeply so that the 
oollar of each plant is well below the soil. 
This induces the real Rose plant to root and 
to become independent of the stock on which 
it is budded. March is an excellent time to 
plant own-root Roses, especially those that 
are potrgrown and have been hardened off in 
cold pits. The plants are naturally much 
smaller than budded ones, but, provided the 
wood is hard and well-ripened, they make 
rapid progress as soon as the influence of the 
sun is felt upon the soil. Roses on their own 
roots do not require a soil such as is abso¬ 
lutely essential for successful Rose growth 
upon Brier roots, and anyone with a light 
soil would do well to try some own-root Roses. 
I believe that own-root Roses can be adapted 
to any soil by employing reasonable care in 
preparing the ground. Other points in their 
favour are a longer life, a greater resistance 
to severe weather, no suckers, and more suc- 
cessional shoots during summer and autumn. 
Notwithstanding the deep-seated aversion to 
growing anything but Roses in a Rose bed, R 
is now generally allowed that the use of any 
light-rooting plant for the summer months is 
in no way detrimental to the Rose, while the 
effect is much improved. Many Rose gardens 
lose much by the beds being too thinly planted 
and the display of flowers marred by unsightly 
mulchings of manure and bare ground below 
them. The soil in the flower beds, at least, in 
the summer should have every particle hidden 
from view by plants of some description. The 
eurfaoe of Rose beds should be planted in 
April or May in order to be well covered when 
the Roses come into flower. There are many 
dwarf plants suitable for the purpose, such as 
Tufted Pansies (Violas), Gazania, and Phlox 
Drummondi. These dwarf plants may be 
cleared in October, when a heavy mulching 
of manure makes good the additional drain 
upon the resources of the soil during the 
summer. 

Tufted Pansies can now be obtained so true 
and good in quality from seed that, unless it 
be some special varieties, it is a waste of 
time and frame room to ©trike cuttings and 
keep stock during the winter. The seedlingB, 
though a little later in coming into flower than 
plants raised from cuttings, will be in full 
bloom by the end of June, and in time to en¬ 
hance the beauty of the Rose display. To be 
successful in raising seedlings sow thinly in 


boxes to avoid damping off, and when strong 
enough prick the seedlings out into a frame 
of rich, moist, sandy soil, giving each plant 
plenty of room. Seed should be sown at once. 
If the beds are gone over three or four times 
during the summer, all decayed flowers and 
oeed-pods removed, and water afforded during 
dry weather, the plants will continue fresh 
and bright throughout the summer. 

F. W. Gallop. 

LUJord Hall Gardens, Oundle, Northanta. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Pea sowing.—The protracted fro6t hae 
thrown cropping arrangements all out of gear. 
In many instances the first earlies have not 
been sown, or, if that lias been done, a favour¬ 
able opportunity to get in the second earlies 
has not yet presented itself. When the 
weather becomes milder a sowing of both, or 
according to requirements, should take place, 
selecting two or three varieties to make sure 
of a good succession. If climatic conditions 
allow, sow again in a fortnight’s time, on this 
occasion selecting second early and maincrop 
sorts. Although sowing is so much behind¬ 
hand, the eventual results will in all proba¬ 
bility be equally as satisfactory as if it had 
taken place under normal conditions. 

Scarlet Runners.—The site for this crop 
slioiild also bo prepared before the busy time 
arrives. The trenches may be taken out quite 
as deep as for Celery, as the roots of the Beans 
penetrate deeper and are more voracious than 
those of Peas. Although not essential, arrange, 
if possible, for the rows to run north and 
south. 

Celery.—Seed of approved varieties should 
now be sown in sufficient quantity to ensure 
there being plenty of plants for pricking out. 
Pans or boxes are suitable in which to sow 
the seed, and it should be raised in the genial 
warmth of a vinery started at the beginning 
of the year, or similarly heated structure. 

White Muscats.—The Vines of .this variety, 
to afford ripe Grapes for autumn use. which 
have usually been forced earlier in the 
season, should now be started. After closing 
the house, give the inside borders a good soak¬ 
ing of tepid water, syringe the rods twice 
daily, and damp the paths and other surfaces 
in accordance with outside climatic conditions. 
To commence with a night and day tempera¬ 
ture of 50 degs. and 55 degs. respectively will 
suffice. 

Early Peach-house.—Disbudding will claim 
attention now that the setting is complete and 
the fruits are swelling off. This is best done 
on the little-and-often principle, beginning by 
removing all the foreright 6hoots first, then 
gradually reduce the number of the young 
growths on the sides of the bearing wood, 
pinching those having a fruit at their base to 
three leaves, until there are three only left 
in each instance—one at the tip, another about 
half way down, and one at the base on the 
upper side of the branch. The middle one is 
not in every instance required, much depend¬ 
ing on the length of the branch, but the other 
two are very important, the one at the tip to 
draw the sap for the nourishment of the fruits, 
while the shoots at the base will furnish the 
fruiting wood for another season. Should 
there be an absence of aphis, a vigorous 
syringing morning and afternoon with tepid 
water will keep the foliage clean. If the 
slightest trace of it is detected vaporise at 
once. As the fruits develop rub off all that lag 
behind and such as a.re situated on the under¬ 
sides of the branches. An advance of tempera¬ 
ture is now requisite—that for the day may 
now be 60 degs. to 65 degs. with a further rise 
of 10 degs. with sun heat before admitting air. 
and 55 degs. to 60 degs. at night. Examine 
the border, and afford a good soaking of water 
if it is required. Established trees may he 
given a dressing of an artificial fruit manure 
before watering. 

Crassula lactea.—This is the best time to 
propagate this useful winter-flowering subject 
To secure nice example© insert, three cuttings 
at equal distances apart round the sides of 
4|-ineh or 5-inch pots filled with sandy soil to 
which a little fine lime rubble has been added. 

Caladlums.—Shake out the tubers now, and 
place all that are found sound in pane or 
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boxes, covering them afterwards with line 
^andy soil. When they commence to grow, 
any particular variety can be propagated by 
division of the tubers. Care should be taken 
to dress the wounds with charcoal dust before 
potting. 

Hlppeastrums.—Where an annual display is 
made with these, the bulbs should now be 
gradually started into growth. A plunging- 
bed consisting of leaves or tanners’ bark will 
supply the necessary amount of bottom heat 
in the event of its not being obtainable by 
other means. 

Fuchsias.—Continue to propagate Fuchsias 
until a sufficiency of young plants for pots has 
been secured. The old plants may then either 
be grown on to form large specimens for the 
greenhouse or for planting outdoore after they 
have been properly hardened off. 

Pelargonium Lady Plymouth.—This varie¬ 
gated variety, belonging to the scented¬ 
leaved section of the Cape Pelargoniums, 
makes a useful pot plant for a variety of 
purposes. Cuttings struck now will develop 
into useful examples in from three to four 
months. P. crispifolium, of an upright habit 
of growth, makes a good specimen in 4^-inch 
or 5-inch pots, and is valued for room decora¬ 
tion on account of the perfume given off by the 
leaves when touched or when brushed against. 

Bedding plants.—The potting of Zonal 
Pelargoniums should now be brought to a close 
if good-sized plants are desired for 
planting towards the end of May. Any in¬ 
crease of stock that is necessary should be 
put in hand without delay. The propagation 
of border Chrysanthemums and other plants 
required for similar purposes should also be 
persevered with and brought to a conclusion. 

A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Work in vinerie3. — Disbud Viues lately 
started as soon as it can be 6een which 6hoots 
show fruit, leaving the ehoot that shows the 
best bunch. When the shoots have grown to 
«>ne or two leaves beyond the bunch, nip out 
the point. Whether to one, two, or even three 
leaves beyond depends on the distance between 
the rode, but guard against crowding the 
foliage. To prevent the shoots becoming 
damaged by touching the roof glass draw them 
partly down to the trellis, more or lees ac¬ 
cording to the strength of the shoot, finally 
tying them to the trellis when they have 
reached a tougher stage. Suitable tempera¬ 
tures for Vines with young 6hoote beginning 
to grow are about 55 degs. at night and 60 degs. 
to 65 degs. in the day, gradually increasing 
them as growth advances. Damp down as 
often as circumstances demand. When the 
flowering 6tage is reached the temperatures 
should range from 65 degs. by night to 75 degs. 
during the day, with a rise of 10 degs. from 
eun heat, and maintain a slightly drier atmo¬ 
sphere by increasing the amount of warmth 
in the pipes and giving more ventilation. 
Every day about noon give each rod a few 
•“harp raps, which will have the effect, of fer¬ 
tilising the flowers. Damp only on fine days, 
and then in the afternoon. 

Early-raised Cucumbers are making good 
progress and showing fruit in abundance. A 
temperature of 70 degs. at night is main¬ 
tained and plenty of atmospheric moisture 
afforded. Light top-dressings, consisting of 
good loam and spent Mushroom manure en¬ 
riched with bone-meal, are given as the roots 
demand it. These top-dressings and an occa¬ 
sional application of tepid weak liquid-manure 
will maintain the plants in a vigorous state 
of bearing for some time to come. Careful 
attention is needed in tying, thinning, and 
stopping the shoots. Each lateral is stopped at 
one leaf beyond the fruit, thus preventing the 
plants becoming crowded. 

Tomato plants in various stages are potted 
on as they become ready. Those established in 
6-inch pots will be put into their fruiting 
pots—viz., 10-inch. Tomatoes enjoy a dry. 
warm, airy atmosphere, and for the present 
the house is only damped on fine days. The 
atmospheric temperature may range from 
55 degs. at night to 65 degs. during the day 
with fire heat, with a rise of 10 degs. with 
mm heat. Ventilation is kept, on the apex of 
the house at all times, the amount being regu¬ 
lated by the state of the weather onteide. 

Google 


Seed sowing.—The severe weather during 
February has considerably delayed many 
operations in this department, and left much 
ground work untouched. With the break up 
of frost this work must be pushed forward 
with all possible speed. Seed sowing must 
now be considered. It is early for this work 
on a large scale, but, on the other hand, it is 
well to make a start as soon as the ground 
is dry enough with such crops as Onions, Par¬ 
snips. Turnips, Carrots, Spinach, Radishes, and 
Lettuces. 

Turnips should be sown in small quantities 
for an early supply (as soon as the state of 
the soil will permit) on a 6outh border or 
other sheltered position where the soil is of a 
light, sandy nature. Stiff, retentive 6oil is un¬ 
suitable for the cultivation of well-flavoured i 
Turnips. No matter what the variety may be, 
it not only reduces the quality of the bulb, 1 
but rendere it more likely to run to seed than 
if sown on a light, rich soil, where it can 
grow without a check. Seed may be sown in 
drills 9 inches apart and 1 inch deep, and 
covered lightly with the feet from each side, 
a wooden rake being passed over the surface 
to give it a neat appearance. Early Snowball 
is a good kind for the early sowing in the 
open. It i6 slow to run to seed, the flesh is 
sweet and tender, and the bulb is of good 
shape. Sprinkle frequently with soot and 
lime as soon as the young plants appear above 
the ground or the birds may clear the crop 
in a few days. As 6oon as sufficiently ad¬ 
vanced, the seedlings should be thinned to 
6 inches apart and the hoe run through the 
drills to keep them free from weeds. 

Parsnips should be sown as early in the'( 
year as possible, so as to obtain a long season’s 
growth. There are but few varieties of Par- 1 
snips, and those mostly good, but I consider | 
the best flavoured is Tender and True, which | 
is not 60 large as the older kinds, but the 
quality is excellent, and the root is of perfect ! 
shape and much whiter in colour than others. I 
For late supplies I sow much later than is 
often advised. The roots grown thus are 
smaller, but 1 think they are more service¬ 
able, as they are not so strongly flavoured, 
and, being quite hardy, may be left in their 
growing quarters and lifted as required. If 
desired, they may be dug and clamped in the 
open, as it spoils the roots to house or store 
in a dry or warm place. For large roots, the 
Student and Hollow Crown are reliable varie¬ 
ties. They need ample room—15 inches to 
18 inches between the rows, and half that dis¬ 
tance between the plants. This vegetable is 
not always a favourite, but properly cooked 
is a most nutritious food, and in hard winters 
is invaluable. The 

Carter Spinach is a very early variety, and 
sown now on a south border will give good 
dishes at the end of May. Radishes need so 
little soil as a cover when sown that the 
ground should soon be ready for this crop, 
and a warm, sunny border will be suitable. 
There is no lack of good varieties, such as 
Forcing Turnip and French Breakfast. Growth 
may be assisted by covering the seed bed at 
night or in cold weather with long, dry litter 
or Bracken. 

Globe Artichokes.—There are but few places 
in this country where Globe Artichokes will 
withstand the winter without some kind of 
protection, and wo in the Midlands find it 
necessary to protect the plants with rough 
litter. This may be removed as soon as con¬ 
sidered safe. It is highly important to main¬ 
tain a supply of this delicate vegetable for as 
long as possible, and cultural details that 
should be adopted to extend the season of bear¬ 
ing should be considered at this season. The 
Globe Artichoke is often allowed to remain 
too long on the same ground without division, 
consequently the heads may be produced in 
abundance in July, and later on there is a 
scarcity. To avoid this it is well to take up 
a part of the plot—say, a third of the total 
number of plants—each year, divide them 
carefully, leaving two strong crowns, and re¬ 
plant, three in a clump, 4 feet apart each 
way. The ground should be well trenched, 
working in plenty of good farmyard manure. 
The present is a good time to do this work. 
Transplanting should be done from the middle 
to the end of March, choosing a mild, dull 
day for the work, as, if sunny or windy, the 


roots soon become dry, and harm will result. 
The work should be done as quickly as pos¬ 
sible and a good soaking of clear water given 
to settle the soil about them. 

Hotbeds made up some time ago and planted 
with the earliest crops now need much atten¬ 
tion, such as covering, airing, thinning, earth¬ 
ing-up, and surface dressing, and in some 
cases the frames require to be relined. Every 
available chance should be made the most of 
to uncover the lights as much as possible dur¬ 
ing the day. Admit air whenever the weather 
permits, and give every inducement to the 
young plants to make a sturdy, short-jointed 
growth. In view of the late season, suoces- 
sional beds will be made up for some three 
or four weeks, choosing material that will 
create a gentle heat of which good tree leaves 
form the greater part. These will be filled up 
with Asparagus, Potatoes, forcing Turnips, 
Globe Beet, Carrots, Spinach, and Lettuce. 

F. W . Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Stove.—A continuation of the severe frost 
has led to a corresponding amount of firing; 
but, at the same time, no excess in the way 
of heat is permitted. With the thermometer 
in the open in the neighbourhood of 18 degs. 
j at daybreak, should the heat in the stove at 
that time be from 58 degs. to 60 degs., all is 
well. It is folly to strive after a higher tem¬ 
perature—that is, in the case of the plants 
which are ordinarily grown in stoves now. 
The 6un, as is generally the case in frosty 
( weather, is bright, and soon raises the tem¬ 
perature. Indeed, it rises so rapidly that the 
I fire may be damped down until well on in the 
I afternoon, and during the mid-day hours a 
little ventilation—the merest chink—may 
safely be given. Syringing in 6uch weather is 
! needful. In addition to the plants mentioned 
j in previous notes, Caladiume may now be 
started. It is better to put these into small 
pots, filled with sandy soil, to begin with. If 
it is possible to put them into the propagating 
pit or give them bottom heat for a time, it 
will be to the benefit of the plants, and pro¬ 
gress will be quicker. C. argyritee, so useful 
for table work, succeeds better, I think, with 
a dash of peat in the compost. Achimenee, 
too, now beginning to show signs of growth 
in the pots in which they were wintered, may 
be shaken out and repotted. These and 
Tydaeas are not now so popular as was at one 
time the case, but they are very useful basket 
plants. The variety of Achimenee known as 
Rosy Queen is a charming sort. Seeds of 
Torenias, Rivina humilie, Celo6ias. and 
similar things which require a brisk heat may 
be sown and placed upon shelves in this 
house. Newly-potted plants mu6t be very care¬ 
fully watered, as any excess of moisture at the 
present will sour the soil. 

Greenhouse.—At the present time many 
plants, which are either in bloom or on the 
point of blooming, will appreciate a little 
stimulant. For this purpose there is nothing 
better than soot-water, which, if old-fashioned, 
is safe and effective. Should a batch of Mig¬ 
nonette be required for spring flowering, the 
present is a good time to sow. Five-inch pots 
are very suitable for this purpose, although I 
like, when possible, to use deep 10-inch pane, 
considering that (as in the case of Primula 
malacoides) a better result is ultimately at¬ 
tained. For Mignonette let the soil be of the 
best procurable, old fibrous loam with a little 
rotten cow-dung and some plaster or lime- 
rubbish making an excellent mixture. The soil 
in the pots or pane must be made very firm, 
and the necessary thinning ought to be done 
as early as possible. Pinching is at times re¬ 
commended; but it should be borne in mind 
that while this practice makes the plante 
bushier,, it has the further effect of reducing 
the 6ize of the spikes. A sowing of Balsams 
may be made at the same time, in order that 
they may bloom in early summer. These are 
not now often grown; but they are showy and 
easily managed—facts not to be lost eight of 
at present. Roof plante, now decidedly on the 
move, ought to be thinned without delay. 
There are roof plante and roof plants. Cobfea 
scan dens and its variegated sport should he 
barred. They are unmitigated pests; and so, 
in a less degree, are certain of the commoner 
Passion-flowers. Heaths ought not now to be 
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kept any longer in a greenhouse temperature. 
In a general way it ie not allowable to venti¬ 
late sufficiently freely for the requirements 
of the Heaths and Epacrisee, so, if it be at all 
possible, they should he removed to a lower 
temperature. Among the beet Heat he for 
spring flowering may be mentioned E. Caven¬ 
dish i and the ventrieoea section. 

Perns. —Everything is on the move now, and 
if any repotting still remains to be done the 
present frosty weather will provide time for 
the purpose. Pterises of sevei*al kinds, if com¬ 
mon, are good knockabout plants, and when 
disaster overtakes them in heated rooms they 
ran easily be repla-ced. Most of us. 1 daresay, 
suffer from a plague of self-sown Pteris seed¬ 
lings. Increasing use is being made of the 
Nephrolepis family. It is curious that after 
remaining practically stationary for years, so 
many fine varieties were produced in a com¬ 
paratively short time. One has only to think 
of N. Marehalli. N. Foeteri. N. todseoides, and 
others to realise this, although for some pur¬ 
poses I like the old N. tuberoea and N. exal- 
tata as well as any. Attractive in a young 
state are Adiantum Henelovianum and A. 
scutum, the young fronds of which are very 
beautiful in their early stages. 

Orchard-house trees, whether in pots or 
tube or planted out, must not at. present be 
over-watered. There ie a certain amount of 
movement among the buds, but root action is 
not as yet brisk; so that if the pots, tubs, 
or borders are in a satisfactory state of mois¬ 
ture it is as well to leave them alone yet 
awhile. Admittedly, lack of moisture at the 
roots ie the chief cause of bud-dropping in 
spring: but I always think that the mischief 
is not done now, but in the autumn when the 
fruits are finishing, or between that time and 
the falling of the leaves. Those who have 
looked narrowly into the matter will agree 
that bud-dropping is more prevalent among 
the early varieties of American origin than in 
others. Meantime, unless there is any special 
reason to the contrary, let the house be freely 
ventilated in order to retard the brnle as much 
os possible. Even the delay of a fortnight may 
mean that there will be no necessity to apply 
even a mild artificial heat when the trees are 
in bloom, and fuel is scarce enough and dear 
enough to be worth saving. 

Tomatoes in pots. —For early work it is 
always best to rely upon plants in pots. To 
be successful they must have heat, but it is 
Iuet as well not to overdo it. From 55 (legs, to 
60 degs. will be found suitable; end at the 
final potting the soil should be rammed firmly 
in the pots, leaving, of course, a space for top- 
dressing later on. Do not over-water at any 
time, more especially at the beginning. 
Twenty-five years ago we were taught that 
Tomatoes succeeded best in poor, light soil, 
but nowadays the course pursued ie almost 
directly opposed to that. Certainly, Tomatoes 
can be too well treated, but a good, rich 
medium gives the best results. 

Hotbeds.— Manure from the stable grows in¬ 
creasingly scarce, but in most places there is 
plenty of leaves to be had. These, mixed with 
stable-manure in the ratio of two parts of the 
latter to one of leaves, is the generally recog¬ 
nised proportion; but when manure is scarce 
more use may be safely made of leaves. Even 
if the proportions be reversed, good, useful 
hotbeds may be built, but it is advisable to 
allow a greater bulk of material. The heat 
thus obtained may not be quite so strong as 
when ordinary proportion is observed, but it 
will be steady and lasting. Before beginning 
to build the hotbeds, let the materials be 
thoroughly mixed by turning daily for a short 
time. This will not only allow the first fierce 
heat to be dissipated, but it will result in the 
sweetening of the mixture. When the beds are 
made with a view to placing frames upon them, 
let them he built so that the bed ie 3 feet 
wider than the frames. 

Shrubberies. —Looking round, one is struck 
with the lateness of flowering shrubs and the 
effect of fro6t upon others. Hamamelis 
arborea is an exception, the blooms showing 
no signs of damage through the severe 
weather. On the other hand, Garrya ellip- 
tica has suffered to some extent, more espe¬ 
cially in respect of the foliage. Andromeda 
floribunda yet delays to open its sprays. 
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Kalmia loti folia and the earlier Rhododen¬ 
drons give promise of a eatisfaetory display 
at a later da.te. In mime districts the New 
Zealand Fla* (Phormium tenax) is reputedly 
tender, but in these gardens it has passed 
through some very eevere winters unscathed. 

Woodland. —The same general remarks apply 
to the woodland. Naroiesi of all kinds are 
noticeably later, and while it is generally pas¬ 
sible at this date to find a few stray Prim¬ 
roses in sheltered places, a somewhat close 
inspection failed to result in the finding of a 
single bloom. 

Brassicas. —While outside work in respect of 
sowing cannot yet be thought of, plants from 
sowings of the various Brassicas made a few 
weeks ago have been pricked of! into boxes, 
and are being given a little heat to start 
them. Further sowings were made for succes¬ 
sion. The resulting seedlings will be pricked 
oil into cold-frames when they are ready for 
handling. Onions, too. were pricked off. a 
further sowing was made, as was a sowing of 
Leeks. 

Vegetables. —It is to he regretted that the 
fro6t has taken a heavy toll among green 
vegetables. This, however, was only to be ex¬ 
pected, as ilie plants, being full of sap. were 
sure to stiller in the event of a severe winter. 

W. McGuffog. 

Rnlriuic flurdent, Kirkcudbright, 


GARDEN BIRDS. 


STARVING BIRDS IN WINTER. 
Tales of the birds, sad inventories of 
foreign refugees crowding into the coun¬ 
try from north and east, come from nil 
our coasts. Some—though not as yet so 
many ns might have been expected—are 
distinguished visitors not always to he 
seen in Britain, but what.avails distinc¬ 
tion for n foreigner In fields where our 
own home birds are starving? It may 
secure n place for his skin, staring with 
glass eyes, in some collection; hut this is a 
hollow reward for crossing many leagues 
of sen to seek food in England. 

During each day of continued frost or 
snow hundreds of thousands of birds are 
dying of starvation, and though in the 
country and the suburbs of our towns each 
household might, if it wished, have made 
its garden a centre of salvation for the 
feathered folk of a small area around 
and have enjoyed the rich reward of the 
presence of unusual visitors at the bird 
table, all this would scarcely touch the 
fringe of the enveloping calamity which 
falls liiion wild bird-life in Britain when¬ 
ever a long spell of severe weather comes 
in winter—out In the snowelad coast fields 
where the grey gulls drift low in twos and 
threes, reconnoitring the wastes of white 
for any speck that may mean a dead or 
dying bird, or further inland where high- 
perched carrion crows on the same quest 
croak out a warning of your presence and 
then flap slowly jiast you with seeming 
unconcern, but really in the hope that 
you, being human, may be out to kill 
something as usual and leave perquisites 
for hungry crows. 

In gardens where no bird-table attracts 
its feathered pensioners the silent absence 
of bird-life is almost oppressive, but the 
birds did not depart before necessity com¬ 
pelled. Sometimes grim fate stalked in 
the thin shrubbery whence now and again 
tlie household cat has emerged, but more 
often your garden birds have migrated 
afield because they had exhausted the 
possibilities of their home.— The Times. 


Garden birds and the recent severe 
weather.—A regrettable consequence of the 
severe weather has been the finding of many 
dead birds, these including blackbirds, 
thrushes redwings, hedge sparrows, the greater 
and the leee oxeye, and a few wrens.—S cot. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Questions. —Queries and answers are in • 
serfed in Gardening fret of charge if corre¬ 
spondents follow these rules; All communications 
should be clearly written on one side of the paper 
only, and addressed to the Editor o/'Gardening, 
63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. 
Letters on business should be sent to the Pub¬ 
lisher. The name and address of the sender 
are required in addition to any designation he 
may desire to be used in the paper. When 
more than one query is sent each should be on a 
separate piece of paper, the name and address 
being added to each. As Gardening has to be 
sent to press some days in advance of date , 
queries cannot always he replied to in the issue 
immediately following their receipt. We do nut 
reply to queries by post. 

Naming plants. —All who wish their 
plants to be rightly named should send fair 
examples of each—the stem , leaf , flower, or fruit. 
(Snippets of leaves and points of shoots are use¬ 
less. ) Not more than four plants should be sent 
in any one week by the same correspondent. 
Where more than one kind is sent they should be. 
numbered. Of conifers the fruit should always 
be sent. 

Naming fruit. —Several specimens in dif¬ 
ferent stages of colour and size of the same kind 
greatly assist in its determination. We have 
received from several correspondents single speci¬ 
mens ot fruits for naming , these in many cases 
being unripe awl otherwise poor. We can under¬ 
take to name only four varieties at a lime. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Heliotropes from seed (H. S .).—Heliotrope 
seeds take about as long to germinate as Ver¬ 
bena seeds, and if 6own early in March, potted 
off as soon as large enough, and grown on in 
a warm frame, the plants will be large enough 
to harden off in May, be ready to set out by 
the middle of June, will flower towards the 
end of the month, and continue blooming till 
the frost comes. 

Camellia buds falling (M. Law ).—The most 
probable reason of the Camellia in question 
losing its flower-buds ie that it ie dry at the 
root. If you give water _in driblets, that ie 
almost sure to be the reason. Examine the 
state of the soil in which it is growing, and. 
if found to be dry' a little way beneath the 
surface, set the pot in a tank or tub of water 
over its rim. and let it remain for some time, 
so that every portion of the soil contained 
therein is thoroughly soaked. If the plant 
could be placed in a sunny position during the 
winter and spring, it would probably do better. 
Occasional waterings should be given tit of 
clear, weak soot-water, and it should be re¬ 
potted in the spring, if the pot containing it 
is well filled with (roots. 

Lapageria out-of-doors (J. S .).—In the 

south-west of England Lapageriae thrive well 
in the open if planted in a deep bed of sandy 
peat against a north wall, and bear flowers 
right up to December. The blossoms of the 
white variety are, however, often of a greener 
tint in the outer petals than when grown 
under cover. A sharp watch must be kept on 
the young shoots as they push through the 
ground, as slugs and snails are very partial 
to the succulent growths, and when not kept 
in check eat off each fresh shoot as it appears. 
The plants should be well watered during dry 
weather and syringed overhead periodically. 
In severe frosts an Archangel mat or some 
other covering may be temporarily nailed 
over them, but we know of plants that have 
flourished in the open for several years with¬ 
out the slightest protection. 

Raising alpines from seed (E. B .).—The 
majority of alpine seeds may be sown any time 
when ripe, and the more quickly this is done 
the better for a large number of plants. If 
you are purchasing the seeds, you may sow 
during August and September, preferably In 
well-drained pots. Take some pots 6 inches 
across. Let them be quite dry and clean, 
Place 3 inches of crocks at the bottom, cover 
the crocks with half-an-inch of screenings 
from the soil, and then nearly fill the pots 
with finely-sifted and very sandy soil. Make 
this quite firm and level by beating it down 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



March 10 , 1917 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


143 


with the base of a smaller pot. Each pot 
-should be filled to within 3-inch of ite rim. 
•On the level eoil sprinkle some sand, give a 
thorough watering, and, when it ie drained, 
sow the seeds evenly on this surface, covering 
very lightly with finely-sifted eoil. Place a 
label to each and put into a frame. By keep¬ 
ing the frame darkened much time ie saved in 
watering. Sown in the autumn, not many will 
germinate before spring, and on signs of life 
appearing the pots should be removed to more 
light. Pricking the seedlings of! early into pots 
or pans is at all times most essential in the 
raising of seedlings. 

Starting Tuberous Begonias (A .).—The 
usual plan adopted for bedding Begonias is to 
-start them in shallow boxes or pans, in which 
a little light eoil. leaf-mould, or Coooanut- 
fibre has been laid, and to just cover the 
tubers’ with the same material, keeping the 
compost fairly moist, and subjecting them to 
gentle heat. This method results in the plants 
providing a much earlier display of bloom 
than if the tubers are planted in the open 
bed. This may, however, be done where no 
opportunity exists of starting them under 
glass. The bed should consist of light, rich 
and porous soil, and the tubers should be 
planted as soon as the weather becomes genial 
and all danger of fro6t ie past. The eoil 
•should be kept just moist until a good start 
is made, when more water may be given and 
the tubers mulched with light, rich compost. 

TREES AND SHRUBS. 

Training climbers on walls (K .).—With the 
exception of Ivies and Virginian Creepers, few 
plants will adhere to outside walls. There 
are but two proper oooreee. Nailing, using 
clean shreds and proper oast-iron nails, or 
covering the walls with wooden trellises, 
which should first have three coats of green 
paint, and be fixed close to the wall, the 
growths being tied to the laths. We prefer 
the nailing, which is, when well done, the nails 
being well driven in, very effective, as all good 
gardeners know. Perhaps you may prefer the 
wooden trellis, which is better than wiring, as 
the wire ie often cold and injurious to plant 
growths. If a trellis be made the laths must 
stand out £ inch at least from the wall. When 
painting is needed the plants can be untied 
and laid on the ground. 


Before doing that not only with a coarse rake 
stir the bare soil, but a-teo add some fine soil, 
then sow the seeds on it early in April, well 
rake in, and then roll it also, as the seeds 
should be fairly buried. Newly-turfed lawns 
benefit greatly by oonatant rolling and the 
early use of the mowing machine, taking care 
not to 6et the knifes too low. 

Fowls’ manure (O. J. D .).—The manure 
from a fowls’ run ie very good for almost 
anything, but the run should be covered with 
sand or ashes, from off which the manure could 
be raked every day or so quite clean. Then, 
as collected, it should be smothered with soot, 
placed in a heap, and mixed with its bulk of 
soil, allowing it to so remain for a month, 
then turning it in and giving it yet a further 
dressing of soot, still allowing the manure to 
remain to sweeten and become incorporated 
with the soil. If allowed to remain for three 
or four months, so much the better. Then 
spread it on the ground in spring, and ju6t 
fork it in. A thin dressing suffices. It ie, we 
may tell you, a mistake to employ this manure 
solely, as a different dressing is desirable the 
following year. 


NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants. — Vida Kenion .—Impossible 
to name from the dried-lip specimen you send 
us. We must have a good, fresh 6pray. 


CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

R. H. Bath, The Floral Farms, Wisbech.— 
Catalogue of Select Vegetable and Flower 
Seeds, 1917. 

Sittjon and Sons, Reading. — Farmers’ Tear 
Book, 1917. 

MM. Vilmorin et Cie., 4, Quai de la Megiseerie, 
Paris .—List of Vegetable and Flower Seeds; 
List of Novelties, 1917. 

R. Wallace and Co.. Kilnfield Gardens, 
Colchester .—Bulbs for Spring Planting, New 
Chinese Plants, etc. 

W. Drummond and Rons, Ltd., 57 and 58, Daw- 
son-street, Dublin.- — List of Garden Seeds, 1917. 

Ryder and Sons, Ltd., St. Albans. — Ryders’ 
P.P. Seeds. 

James Peace, Dewsbury, Yorks .—Catalogue of 


j Specially Selected Decorative and Market 
j Chrysanthemums, 1917. 

Messrs. Thompson and Morgan, Ipswich.— 
Catalogue of Choice Seeds, 1917. 

R. A. Morris, 225, Bristol-street. Birmingham. 
—List of Seeds, etc., etc. 

Mons. L. Ferard, 20 and 22, Rue de La 
P£piniere, Paris .—General List of Seeds. 


Book received. —" The Workers’ Garden,” by 
Gerald W. Butcher and Cyril Harding. The 
Vacant Land Cultivation Society, 14, Bucking- 
ham-etreet, Strand, London, W.C. 


British wholesale florists. —The committee 
appointed at Essex Hall, on January 15th, to 
arrange for the establishment of the British 
Wholesale Florists’ Federation, has now so far 
advanced with the preliminary business that 
a general meeting will be held at Essex Hall, 
Eesex-etreet, Strand, W.C., on Tuesday next, 
March 15th, at 3 p.m., for the purpose of pre¬ 
senting the proposed rulee, and electing a 
president and committee for 1917. A state¬ 
ment of work already accomplished and pro¬ 
gress made will be given on this occasion. All 
wholesale flower-growers and salesmen who are 
interested in the formation of a strong federa¬ 
tion for mutual help and protection will be 
I welcomed. Offices have been taken at 35, Wei- 
I lingtoo-streelt, Covent Garden, W.C., but until 
! these are ready for occupation, all corre¬ 
spondence, including applications for member- 
, ship, should be sent to Mr. Charles H. Curtis, 
i secretary, c/o Mr. George Monro, jun., 4, 

, Tavistock-etreet, Covent Garden. 


A Director of horticulture. —The Council of 
the Royal Horticultural Society has agreed to 
1 release Dr. Keeble for service with the new 
I Director-General of Food Production, Sir 
1 Arthur Lee. It ie Sir Arthur Lee’s intention 
to utilise Dr. Keeble's services as Director of 
Horticulture for a separate horticultural sec¬ 
tion immediately under his direction. It is 
understood:that the object of making this ap¬ 
pointment is- to increase horticultural produc¬ 
tion, and that ite ultimate purpose is to pre¬ 
pare the way for establishing after the war a 
horticultural branch of the Board of Agri¬ 
culture. 


VEGETABLES. 

Butter Beans ( Rockbeare )^-In France these 
are known as Haricot Beurr6, some of them 
being of nearly the same colour as butter. 
The best varieties are Mont d’Or (a runner). 
Dugoin (a dwarf). Saint Fiacre (a runner), and 
Bon Jardinier (a dwarf), under which names 
seed can be had. The usual treatment given 
to Kiduey Beans, as regards season, will do for 
the Butter Bean; but in this country it is 
always advisable to give it a warm corner and 
good, rich eoil. The cooking is simple, and 
the way common with us of allowing Beane of 
all kinds to get too old will not hurt the 
Butter Bean so much, though no doubt it has 
its season of best condition like other things. 

Artificial manure for Potatoes (E. K .).— 
You may use eoot liberally on eoil to be 
planted with Potatoes. We advise that after 
the ground has been deeply dug—and by deep 
we mean from 12 inches to 15 inches—it be 
dressed with fresh eoot, at the rate of a peck 
to a rod, and that it be forked in. Then, in 
using artificial manures for Potatoes, either 
throw out trenches with a spade 2£ feet apart 
and 5 inches deep, putting in the sets and 
strewing' in an equal mixture of superphos¬ 
phate or bone-flour and of Kainit at the rate 
of 1 lb. per 15 feet run, or dig the ground 
again as you go, plant in broad furrows 
marked out with a line, and manure in the 
same way. Add a dressing of 3 lb. of nitrate 
of soda so soon as the plants are well through 
and hoe it in. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Returfing lawn (C .).—You may set about 
lifting and returfing your lawn at once, as the 
present weather being so open admits of the 
work being done well. If your turf is fairly 
thick there will be no need to sow Grass seed. 
If it be very thin and there are bare places, 
it would be beet to reject, such portions and 
replace with fresh turf got from elsewhere. 
It is but needful to sow Grass 6eed when a 
lawn has become patchy and bare of Grass. 


MAKE YOUR GARDEN KEEP YOU 

BY USING 

RITO 

(THE HUMOSIN FOOD FOR SOIL BACTERIA ). 

Extracts From letters received from pleased users: 

TOMATOES:-" Plants much stronger and larger ; nearly 
— three times as much fruit on those that had 
the benefit of Rito.” 

“ I used Rito on Tomatoes last summer grow¬ 
ing in rather poor soil, and found it stimu¬ 
lated growth considerably, and was thereby 
enabled to pick an excellent crop.” 

Equally good reports from growers of all Garden Produce 


PRICES 3 bushel b\g, 17 6; 2 bushel bag. 12 6; 1 bushel bag, 7 6. 
Carriage paid. Carious, 1 - each. 

Ask for Booklet, “Rito Results." from Dealers, or 

THE MOLASSINE COMPANY, Ltd., 16, Tunnel Avenue, GREENWICH. 


RITO SUITS EVERYTHING THAT GROWS. 
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Profitable 

Gardens 


Our Experience 


OPEN TO ALL! 


bo 

X Oran 


• Lxpene 
will help 

YOU 

Write now:— 

BOUNDARY 00., LTD., 
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RUSTIC POLES FOR CARDENS. 

BEST ENGLISH OAK, 12 ft., 2-3 in. diatn, 1/6; 
3—4 in., 1/8, 

BIRCH AND CHESTNUT, 12ft., 2-3 in. diatu., 1 3 ; 
3—4 in., 1 6. 

Short Ends, 6 - per 103 ft. Longer lengths if required. 
Illustrated Sheets of Pergolas, Arches, Fences, free. 

W. WALTERS & CO., 

Ambcrley Works, Croydon, Surrey- 
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GOOD SOUND MATERIAL AND WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED. SEND FOR CATALOGUE-FREE. 



Greenhouses, from 
£5 5b. 


Stable and Coach 
House, £16 109- 

For Motor Cur Houses, 
Studios, etc.,see Ust. 


Poultry Houses, from Portable Huts. 

37/6 6ft. by 4ft., 60- , 7ft. by 5ft., 

For numerous other 90 8ft. by 6ft,, 110 10ft. 

_ hw 7ft- J — 


Speoial Cheap 
Hardwood Carden 
Barrow, 30/- 


Cuoumber Frames. 

1 light frame, 4ft. by 3ft., 32 6 


Designs, see List. by 7ft., iso- 

Estimates for Every Description of Wood and Iron Buildings, Heating Apparatus, and Poultry Appliances, Free. 

undertake repairs and alterations of or additions to existing houses or heating apparatus. 


Oft. by 4ft.. 52 6 H Heator° 
10ft. by Oft , £5 2 ,'. ’ 


COOMIR,, 743, OLD KENT ROAD, LONDON, S. E. 

Portable Buildings of every description, Poultry Appliances, Rustic Houses, Greenhouses, Frames, Huts, Dwellings. Motor Houses. Stables, Workshops, Offices, Ac. 




THE CHEAPEST IN ENCLAND. 

No. 50. PORTABLE 

BUILDINGS. 

Made in complete sec¬ 
tion beat quality 
Red Deal (not in¬ 
ferior Foreign Match 
Boards as other 
makers), planed and V- 
iointed on strong fram¬ 
ing. itoof covered with 
compressed Asphalts 
over tongued boards. 
Door fitted with strong 
_ ...... . hinges, lock and key, 

Copyright Registered. bolts. elc 

CASH WITH ORDER. 

Sizes. 

6 ft. long. 4 ft. wide, 7 ft. high 

7 ft. long, 5 ft. wide. 7 ft. 4 in. high 

8 ft. long, 6 ft. wide, 7 ft. 8 in. high 

9 ft. long, 7 ft. wide. 8 ft. high 

10 ft. long, 8 ft. wide, 8 ft. 4 in. high 
12 ft. long, 8 ft. wide. 8 ft. 4 in. high 

Carriage Paid to any Station in England and 1 rales 
Catalogue, with Testimonials, post free. 

J. T. HOBSON & CO., 

Largest Makers of Portable Buildings, 

Established 70 Ykars. BEDFORD. 
1 Forts, 6 acres. 


ER. 


Strong 

Floor. 

£3 15 

0 

10 - 

4 8 

0 

14- 

5 16 

6 

20* 

6 14 

6 

24 6 

7 14 

0 

33- 

8 15 

0 

38- 



THE STOURBRIDCE HEATINC 
APPARATUS 

FOR GREENHOUSES. 

CONSERVATORIES, Ac. 
Most economical and efficient. 
This apparatus has attained 
great popularity. Made at our 
own foundry and under our 
own supervision. Before order¬ 
ing elsewhere, send for Revised 
Price List, giving full particu¬ 
lars, free by post. 

J. & W. WOOD. 
Birmingham Street Foundry, 
STOURBRIDGE. 


LION CYCLES, £6 6s. Od. Cash, 

or 15/- with order and monthly payments. 

Signed Guarantee for all time. 

Packed in crate free and carriage paid. 

Since 1905 I have advertised in this naper, and hare made 
and sold over 20,000 Machines. NO EXTRAS: Lamp, Bell, 
Pump, and everything included. Carriage paid. YOU 
CAN RIDE AND TEST THE MACHINE FOR 10 DAYS. 
IF YOU DO NOT APPROVE I PAY ALL CARRIAGE 
I hare thousands of testimonials. Write to-day for copies 
a ml Catalogue, with illustrations and full specification. — 
GEORGE BF.ATSON, “LION CYCLE WORKS, 85, 
MOSELEY STREET. BIRMINGHAM. 
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GROW YOUR OWN VEGETABLES FREE FROM DISEASE WITH 

THE MOST PERFECT V _ _ GREENHOUSE: 

FERTILIZER _ . i ..fed UAl% 1 _ GARDEN : 


\ I** THE ONLY RELIABLE AND 

COMPLETE SUBSTITUTE for STABLE MANURE 


SCIENTIFICALLY AND CHEMICALLY PREPARED. 

In the form of a leaf-mould, ready for use at any time, in the same way, and for all purposes that stable manure is put. Goesfurtnee 
(1 cwt. equalling 15cwts.), gives better results. Is clean to handle, sweet smelting, and free from weeds, worms, etc. 
Report of Royal Horticultural Society. “ Your Patented Hop Manure has been used in the Society's Gardens at Wisley. ana I 
am pleased to report that it has proved excellent for the flower borders, fruit and vegetables grown both under glass and out 
In the open air.” (Signed) W. WILKS, Secretary. 

A Beautiful Free Booklet giving full particulars and testimonials sent on receipt of postcard. 

■W BEWARE OF IMITATIONS; GENUINE ONLY IN OUR MARKED BAGS. CONTAINING GUARANTEED ANALYSIS. WM 

Sold in Bags, 28 lbs., 2/3 ; 56lbs. .3/0; lewt.. 0/-; 5 cwts.. 28/9 ; lOcwts., 55/- : for cash with order, we paying carriage by 
Plckford, London district, or to any station within 25 miles of London ; 3d. per bag charged extra for every 50 miles or part 

beyond this distance. 

WAKBLEY BROS. A CO.. LTD., 71 BANKSIDE. LONDON. 

Also WAKBLBY'S GROUND GARDEN LIME. 3/- bushel ha^. carriage paid 25 miles, extra as above. 
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IMPROVED METAL 

VAPOUR CONE FUMIGATOR. 

INTRODUCED 1885 . 

The marvellous effect of this simple and 
cheap method of Fumigating Greenhouse.': is 
fully borne out by the enormous increase of 
sales year by year. 

Only a match required for the proper start¬ 
ing of the cone to secure startling results. 

Cone No. 1, for Frames and " Lean-to s up to 1,000 cubic 
feet. Price 6d. each. 

Cone No. 2, for small Greenhouses up to 1,500 cubic feet. 
Price 8d. each. 

Cone No. 3, for general use in large Greenhouses, 2,000 to 
2,500 cubic feet. Price 1 - each. 

Full Directions accompany each Cone. 

To be had from all Dealers in Horticultural Sundries 
throughout the Kingdom. 


CO KRT «Sc CO., LTD., 

Bonded Chemloal Works, Shad Thames, 
LONDON, 8.E. 


TDEADER3 will oblige by mentioning Gar- 
■Le dekino Illustrated when answering advertise merits. 
Business Arms are always pleased to hear from our readers. 
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Special Prices for Cash with Order In Hull. 
CLASS, 4/21 o*. 


Boxes, 100 200 I Boxes. 100 200 
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18, 20. 22, 24 x 32 8 57- 
16iu. ..J 

20.22,24 x 18in 31* 60 - 


PUTTY. Best Soft.—1 cwt., 11 6; Jcwt., 6> 


Jowt., 


DIAMONDS, 76 and 10 6 each. 

GLASS CUTTERS, 6-wheel. 1/fl each. 

BEST MIXED PAINTS.— 7-lb. lever tins. White, 

6 - atone; ordinary colours. 4 6 per atone. 

F. A T. ROSS, 
—BURTON ST.. HULL. Eatab! 1843. 


BAYLISS 

JONES & 
BAYLISS L- 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

AND 

:: lonoon :: 



If you are interested in this week’s 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 

The cost is Id. weekly ; or by post for three months, I /8 ; six 
months, 3/3 ; twelve months, 6/6 ; for Abroad, 8/8. 

To Publisher or Newsagent : — 

Please deliver “ Gardening Illustrated ” weekly for which I 
enclose __ 

Name _;__ 


(Mr., Mrs., or Miss) 


Address (in full) 


Printed and Published by the Proprietor. \V. RonissoS. <tt tne Office, 63, Lincoln's inn Fields, Loudon, 
March 10. 1917. Telephone; Hoi lorn 73L 1 j , - 


vY.U. — 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS A1 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 























































































































Digitized by 


Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



146 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED . 


March 17, 1917 


narrow drills as thickly as Mustard and 
Cress. This arises from drawing the 
drills with a narrow, pointed hoe, the 
drills being only 3 indies or 4 inches wide, 
instead of from 0 inches to 8 inches. For 
many years I have used a spade to make 
the drills. When I have marked off the 
ground the line is put down and I throw 
out the soil from 3 inches to (5 inches deep, 
according to the soil and the season of the 
year, keeping up close to the line. When 
tliis is done 1 loosen the bottom with the 
fork, sowing the seed evenly in this wide 
space. I have a neighbour, a lady, who 
does her own garden, and does it well. 
■When sowing her Peas she distributes the 
seeds in this kind of drill so that they are 
about 2 inches apart. Last year I saw in 
her garden Grade's sown in this way on 
land worked 18 inches deep. They were 
the finest early Teas I had ever seen. 1 
sow all my Pens in rows 12 feet to 15 feet 
apart, cropping the ground between. In 
this way the Peas get light and moisture. 
No crop pays better for good culture than 
Peas.—,T. Crook. 

Herbaceous borders sacrificing.—To de¬ 
stroy well-established hardy plant beds 
and borders Is something more than a 
sacrifice, ©specially where there is plenty 
of space to cultivate vegetables without 
destroying a feature which, to all lovers 
of a garden, is a joy and pleasure. Far 
better leave the hardy plants for a year or 
two to take care of themselves. In doing 
this one would get many pleasant sur¬ 
prises. So treat the hind now under 
culture that heavier crops may be 
grown, or take in some Grass-land which 
has been mown.— West Surrey. 

Polyanthuses and Pansies after the 
frost.—Now, at the close of February, the 
Polyanthuses, where strong and planted 
early in autumn, have not suffered. Where 
the plants are smull and late planted they 
should be gone over, pressing the soil 
round the crowns. In soils that are light 
and sandy it would be wise to tread be¬ 
tween the plants on a fine day. Some 
two-year-old plants I never saw look so 
well, the {Mist cold summer having suited 
them. Seedlings sown in the autumn 
should now be pricked out Into boxes or 
into a cold frame. These will then be 
strong to go into the reserve garden in 
early summer, and will make large plants 
by next summer. Those who contemplate 
sowing should do so at once in boxes,, 
placing them in a frame, or, better, on a 
hotbed, the warmth hastening germination. 
Pansies sown in July or August and 
planted out in early autumn are strong 
and have come through the winter well.— 
J. Ckook. 

An ex-Lord Mayor and the Pansy.—The 

following apjieared in the Daily Mirror of 
February 28th :— 

Tiik Okohid King. —When Sir Van- 
si ttart Bo water, one of our most 
popular ex-Lord Mayors, walked into 
the Savoy for luncheon he was pounced 
upon by the Pansy girls. “ 1 never 
wear anything but an Orchid,” said 
Sir Yansittart, lxdntlng to the beauti¬ 
ful white Orchid in his coat, "hut I 
will buy one all the same.” So he 
picketed the Pansy and took the 
Orchid into lunch. 

After this awful pronouncement who shall 
venture to plead for this dainty, sweet¬ 
faced. garden favourite, the flower which 
Ophelia said was “for thoughts”? 

“ And there is Pansies, that’s for 
thoughts.” 

And one of our thoughts is that it is rather 
cruel of the Daily Mirror to make these 
glorified parish beadles appear more 
ridiculous than they are already, and 
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another is that it is a wicked waste of 
paper in these times of scarcity to print 
such piffle and charge readers a penny for 
the privilege of reading it.—S. 

The Madeira Orchid (Orchis foliosa).— 
There is a fair number of good plants of 
this in Scottish gardens, nnd in the south¬ 
west I know of some very good specimens 
—clumps carrying many spikes in then- 
season, and of great beauty. I know- one 
garden, not much above sea level, where 
it thrives admirably in peat and loam. In 
eastern Scottish gardens it also does well, 
but I think It prefers the moister climate 
of the south-west. “ E. H. Jenkins’ ” ad¬ 
vice regarding “ thin woodland shade ” is 
well worth following, although with us 
plants w-hich are often benefited by slight 
shade in England do not always require it 
here. The best plants I know are in the 
open border. I grow It in sandy loam and 
peat, and do not find that a large propor¬ 
tion of peat is beneficial. I was told 
some years ago by a hardy plant dealer 
that he was having a large number of 
plants collected for him in its native 
habitats in the hoi« of obtaining some 
varieties of it. I have not learned whether 
this result has been attained, but, so far as 
I have seen, the plants In this country are 
practically alike, except that in some the 
purple flow-ers are a little lighter than 
others, and in certain plants the spots on 
the leaves are practically absent or en¬ 
tirely so.—S. Arnott. 

Increasing the Prophet-flower (Arncbin 
echioides).—I agree with what Mr. Jenkins 
(page 122) says on this subject. The 
Arnebia is. as your correspondent remarks, 
a shy seeder, r have had a few seeds, hut 
only at long intervals, and I found that 
these germinated hut slowly. Division Is 
not advisable, and the best method of pro¬ 
pagation is that recommended by Mr. Jen¬ 
kins—root cuttings. The process he fol¬ 
lows Is worthy of being adopted by any 
who desire to increase their stock of the 
Prophet-flower. I should lie glad to hear 
of the exiierionce of any who have grown 
it in a clay opll. I understand that it 
grows wild in clay. There is, however, 
this difference between its conditions at 
homo and witli us—in its native habitats 
the clay soil is very dry during a consider¬ 
able part of the year, a condition not 
usually the case in this climate. I think 
the imint may lie of some imimrtaneo, as 
in some light soils the Arnebia does not 
grow so freely as plants in rather stiffer 
soils.—S. Arnott. 

Oats sown in autumn.—I rarely differ 
from Sir Herbert Maxwell on any rural 
question, but I think he is wrong about 
the winter Oats. The writer, in the Daily 
Telegraph, did not make any difference as 
to Scotland, but said that Oats are sown 
in spring, which is nonsense to me, be¬ 
cause In my district, where the soils are 
by no means so good as those in Scotland, 
the best Oats by far are those sown in 
nutumn. It may be the Scotch, with their 
beautiful soils, than which we have 
nothing so good in the weald of Sussex, 
are like the man who did not know if he 
could play the fiddle, because he had never 
tried. I cannot believe that such lovely 
soils as those in Wigtonshire will not grow 
winter Oats. Even In my county it is 
rather a new idea to trust them out to the 
winter. I should like to send Sir 
Herbert Maxwell a sheaf of Oats grown 
in that wuy on poor, cold soil not one- 
fourth the value of what we know of 
Scotch soils. All gardeners who keep 
their eyes open must have seen how much 
stronger hardy annuals are when sown in 
autumn.—W. 

Chrysanthemums: Two old sorts.—Last 
autumn mention was made of a few old 


kinds, amongst them being Progue and 
Jules Lagravere. The former I grew forty 
years ago. One lady whom I served used 
to have no other in her room, valuing It 
for its scent. Another gentleman I knew 
would have no other, having a great ob¬ 
jection to scentless flowers of any kind. 
I always regarded it as a weak grower, 
and this may account for Its being so 
seldom seen. I have not seen It for years. 
Jules Lagravere is, I think, still one of 
the best crimson kinds for the open air. 
This last autumn T grew it in pots, having 
nice blooms till Christmas. Each year I 
put three good cuttings into a 3-ineh pot 
in April, standing them in a cold frame 
till rooted. When the pots are full of 
roots I pot them into 7-ineh pots. In the 
autumn they are stood at the foot of a 
wall and protected in severe frost. When 
the flowers show colour the plants are put 
into a cold house.— West Surrey. 

The Winter Aconite. — My lines having 
been cast on a limeless soil, I am happy to 
say that, freely as this pretty flower may 
flourish on chalk and limestone, these are 
by no means essential to its luxuriance. 
Indeed, in the two places where I have 
seen it in greatest abundance, the soil is 
quite free from lime. One of these places 
is Stocken Hail, in Lincolnshire. I was 
hunting with the Cottesmore hounds and 
rode into a large wood, the floor of which 
was sheeted witl) the golden blossoms of 
Winter Aconite. The other is the ground 
about Whiteiiouse, flanking the ancient 
royal chaee of Crnmond Regis (now called 
nnromantically Rarnton), in Midlothian. 
The Aconites here are in myriads, thickly 
carpeting the ground under the belt of 
trees surrounding the garden, and forming 
a charming contrast with the Crocuses 
which cover the Grass lawns with a purple 
cloud. I think that the cause of frequent 
disappointment in planting Winter Aeou- 
ites is the state in which the tubers are 
supplied in autumn. They are generally 
hopelessly dry, and, if planted out in that 
state to weather the wet of winter, they 
simply rot away. No plant comes more 
freely from seed, but I have not yet found 
a seedsman to supply it. Rabbits will not 
touch the Winter Aconite.— nEimEnT Max¬ 
well, Monreith . 

-In some parts of the garden the 

Winter Aconite was cheeked by the frost, 
and did not open until almost the end of 
February, and March had begun before 
there was anything like a good display of 
its golden blossoms. In few seasons has 
it been so late, and in one part of the gar¬ 
den I have never had it so much behind 
time ns this season. In a wild corner 
among Snowdrops the blooms of the 
Cilieian Winter Aconite (Eranthls cilici- 
cus) are bright and seem to accentuate the 
purity of the “ Fair Maids of February,” 
so late tliis year as well.—S. Arnott. 

-In the early seventies I was living 

at Didlington Hall, Norfolk, and shall 
never forget the way these grew in these 
gardens in front of the mansion in a long 
stretch of turf under some old Lime-trees. 
They bloomed so freely that the ground 
appeared yellow at a distance. The soil 
was a light, sandy loam, moist under- 
neath. By the time the trees were in leaf 
the Aconites had rii>eued their foliage. At 
the time I speak of the Aconites were used 
in the flower garden. In the autumn they 
were sorted over, the small conns being 
thrown into a wood close by. In spring 
these and Snowdrops were beautiful 
amongst the dead toi>s of the Nettles they 
had as companions. Some years after, 
going to the West of England, I tried to 
naturalise them In a heavy soil, but could 
only get a few to grow. —J. Crook. 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

SIDALCEA ROSY GEM. 

This is not so frequently seen in our hardy 
flower borders as one might expect, con¬ 
sidering its free-flowering, ease of culture, 
aud usefulness. It will grow in sun or 
liartinl shade, the specimen shown being in 
sun on a west border. The Sidalcea is 
easily increased by division or seed. On 
heavy, damp soils the plants sometimes 
rot away at the crown in winter, while, on 
the other hand, a plant may flower itself 
to deatli in a hot summer unless kept well 
watered. This, at any rate, lias been my 
experience with the variety Listen, a 


in February. Young shoots were numer¬ 
ous, and these, when 3 inches long or a 
little less, were propagated as stated. I 
also very successfully rooted them in sand 
aud water in saucers, the chief care being 
to keep the sand constantly moist by add¬ 
ing fresh water every .day. When rooted, 
the cuttings were boxed and finally potted 
separately.—G. G. R. 


FLOWER GARDENING AT KEW. 
The following article appeared in the 
Field in reply to an attempt to justify the 
present way there. It is a mistake to say, 
as some do, that the bad summer was the 
cause of the poor effect. The flower 
garden has been an eyesore for years. 
For a long time the common red Beetroot 
was used in masses to give “ colour ” :— 


show. Mostly grown in houses, the 
things were all planted in early sum¬ 
mer, a laborious and costly system, 
to arrive often at a display ugly to 
those who look in a garden to see some 
natural grace and beauty of colour. A 
true flower garden must be an endur¬ 
ing one, as many of the finest plants 
cannot be grown if torn up every year. 
And no fatuous idea that the plants 
must all flower at the same time must 
be thought of. Some of the most 
precious plants take several years to 
establish. In any real flower garden 
three parts should be permanently 
planted, the rest left for the half- 
hardy plants in early summer. In any 
flower garden worth the name we must 
work all the fine days in autumn or 
winter—leaving as little as may be to 
be done in spring. 



Sidalcea Bosy Gem. From a photograph sent by 
Mr. C. Turner, Highgate, N. 


beautiful fringed form with soft pink 
flowers. t). Tubneii. 

Ken View Garden, Eighjatt. 


Increasing the Sweet-scented Verbena. 

—Like " A Scottish Gardener ” (page EM, 
March 3rd), I have heard many l>eoplc suy 
thev could not root this Verbena at all 
freely, and that they never felt sure of 
obtaining plants from any batch of cuttings 
they inserted. I have found “A Scottish 
Gardener’s ” practice quite right. While 
iu charge of one garden I propagated many 
hundreds of cuttings of this Verbena every 
spring, as sweet-scented flowers and leaves 
were so much liked. I had old plants 
about 4 feet high and probably about forty 
years old which were plunged out every 
summer and lifted, stored in a vinery 
durlug the winter, and pruned hard back 


How can such a true flower garden 
he made by excluding all the hardy 
flowers and climbers of the northern 
world? Is the great band of Ivy round 
the winter garden any compensa¬ 
tion for the total absence of the love¬ 
liest plants that should adorn such a 
garden, from the Clematis to the climb¬ 
ing Tea Roses? The true idea of the 
flower garden was that shown in the 
garden of the old castle, or, later, the 
flour isle of the country house in France, 
It was a garden of variety in all ways 
of plants, their heights and times of 
blooming. The way went on for ages 
until, in Victorian days, came the idea 
of abolishing the old flower garden 
and only setting out a garden like a 
carpet, and a very ugly carpet, all the 
plants of about the same height, and 
all to flower together, makiug a big 


Artists’ Views. 

Here is the view, as to carpet¬ 
gardening, of William Morris, artist 
and poet, in “ Hopes and Fears 
for Art”:—“An aberration of the 
human mind which I should he 
ashamed to warn you of. It is tech¬ 
nically called ' carpet gardening.’ 
Need I explain it furtherf I had 
rather not, for when I think of it, even 
when I am quite alone, I blush with 
shame at the thought!” 

A real flower garden worthy of the 
place would compel attention, as many 
of the best things should bo there. 
There are many examples of the true 
and natural way. which means giving 
due place to the northern flowers. 
Rooting up a flower garden and re¬ 
planting twice a year is a wasteful 
and false system which can only lead 
to such a dismal failure as I saw at 
Kew last autumn. Ask the opinion of 
landscape artists about such a garden, 
say Mark Fisher or Alfred Parsons, 
men who may see a picture in a cot¬ 
tage garden. They would run away 
from the scene! 

The jiergola is the best feature in 
the gardens of Southern Europe, and 
even better for us because we can grow 
a greater variety of climbers on it. 
There is no good example of a pergola 
at Kew; and throughout the country 
there are many wretched attempts 
made of wire and rustic sticks which 
begin to rot.as soon as up. It would 
he a distinct gain to show a well 
covered pergola in the flower garden 
there, and on it might be trained all 
the nobler climbers. Wistaria, Vine, 
and climbing Rose cannot be shown in 
any other way so well. In forming 
them the essential is that they should 
do good work as dividing or shade 
lines, and nothing else does so well. 

Water Lily Garden Worthy of Kew. 

The finest water one might desire 
for these is at Kew ; but the oppor¬ 
tunity of making pictures of the 
coloured Nymphieas is lost. There is 
plenty of room in river and pond for 
the ducks without disfiguring such a 
handsome basin. In our country it is 
essential that the grace aud beauty of 
all the water-side and water plants 
should be fairly seen. The precious 
additions made in recent years are a 
good reason for making the pond be¬ 
tween the Winter Garden and the 
Museum a lovely water garden, and 
a lesson all the more valuable, as 
in many places waterfowl and the 
water rat destroy the flowers of the 
most splendid Water Lilies of our day. 
This, on the subject, was in Irish Gar 
dening for March : — 

Water Lilies as to depth of water.— 
The suggestion is made in your pages 
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that Milrliae’.s Water Lilies might 
adorn the jiond, which is far too deep 
for anything of the kind. My Water 
Lilies sometimes grow in water 10 feet 
deep. One sowed itself in water 12 feet 
deep, and came up strongly every year 
for many years. In the same jioud 
they grow on the margins very well in 
a foot of water, which shows one of 
their line qualities. At Kew they have 
never been well shown, and the public 
has never had a chance of seeing how 
it would prefer a real water garden to 
tin 1 ducks. 

Half-hardy plants in the slower 
harden. —It is an error to state that I 
propose to “do away with all tender 
plants in the flower garden.’’ Half- 
hardy and some teffder plants are 
essential. Heliotrope. Ganna, blue 
Salvias, Verbena, Fuchsia, and the 
more beautiful annual flowers, also 
the charming blue Bindweed, killed 
in some years. The tender plants are 
an essential part of every flower 
garden worthy of the name, but, as a 
rule, a third part of the flower garden 
is enough to devote to them, and that 
varying a little as to locality, as in 
seashore districts plants are hardy 
that soon iierish inland. In the true 
flower garden there should be no hard 
exclusion of any class of plants that 
thrive in the open air and bear the 
supreme test of beauty. 

Bricks and the hardener. —The gar¬ 
dener’s building is about on a level 
with the builder’s gardening. Better 
for each to do liis own work well, and 
in that, way only can good work be 
done. Building, like other arts, has to 
lie learned, and Hint means a good deal 
of study. I have had some cxiierieucc 
of covering liergokis, and, while they 
are made in all sorts of ways, the one 
to last, carry heavy loads of climbers 
and face the gales, should be built by 
an architect, both for its effect and en¬ 
durance. Tlie right planting is clearly 
the business of the gardener, and a 
serious job it is to let the structure 
show tlie beauty of the many climbers 
of the northern world. One 1 had to 
do with, several hundred feet long 
and covered with all the handsome 
climbing plants, was blown down one 
wild February day—every pillar. It 
was built without any due thought as 
to the pillars being proiierly braced 
and other mistakes, which should be 
iuijiossible in the hands of a good 
architect. The essential thing as to 
jiergolas is that they should meet a 
want as dividing lines, shelter, shade, 
and that they should lie of lasting 
materials and have stone or brick 
pillars to stand on. 

Stone paths are a great aid on heavy 
land where soppy paths occur iu 
winter, as they do iu much of the 
wen Idea land in the home counties. 
Where we step ou t of living rooms direct 
into a flower garden it is pleasant to 
have, in all weathers, dry paths, 
Thousands of tons of worn out York 
stone have been used in this way; at 
one time ‘their only value was as a 
bottom to roods. Where work goes ou 
all winter and spring the stone path Js 
far before any other, as the movement 
of soil, sand, or manure makes no im¬ 
pression. The practice is meant for 
the choice flower garden, and should 
not l>e used where horse work of any 
kind may lie in use. Beds in turf are 
as good as any, but they cannot be in 
every garden, and the labour in winter 
and spring is much reduced by the 
use of stone imllis. edgings of the same 
material doing away wholly with liox 
and its various drawbacks. 
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A mixed border want. —There was a 
reference to this to the effect that 
there is no need of such a border con¬ 
sidering the quantities of liarily her¬ 
baceous plants in tlie garden. A 
really beautiful mixed bonier is n rare 
thing to see. Only once have I seen it 
at St. Anne’s in Ireland, once in the 
late Frank Miles’ garden at Bingham, 
often at Miss Jekyll’s garden in 
Surrey. It is a mistake to suppose it 
Is merely massing a number of coarse 
perennials, that flower at the same 
time, in a border. It should represent 
every class of plants of beauty in tlie 
oiien air, climbers included, and have 
a good background of open Oak trellis 
or an old wall. It is a far rarer thing 
to find than a good rock garden, yet it 
may be made in almost any soil and 
adorn any sort of garden. I have 
never seen a good one in any liotanic 
garden at borne or abroad, partly, no 
doubt, because, it may lie, it is not tlie 
business of botanic gardens as at pre¬ 
sent. organised, and yet no part of a 
garden could have a better effect, on the 
visitor. W. II. 


ZINNIAS. 

1 have met many who have to confess to 
a failure to grow Zinnias. It is not 
enough to treat them like Stocks and 
Asters, ns the chances are they will damp 
off in the early stage. They are really 
somewhat delicate, and for this reason 
should be giveu more than ordinary care. 
Zinnias should not be sown much before 
April, as by that time the sun is more 
powerful and lews artificial heat is needed, 
but it does not follow that no bottom-beat 
is wanted. The absence of a little extra 
warmth to aid tlie seed In germinating is, 
lierliaps, tlie commonest cause of failure. 
The soil should be light, containing leaf- 
mould and turfy soil well mixed together 
with sand, all being jiassed through a 
sieve, the roughest portions to be placed 
at the bottom of tlie pan, which should 
be stood iu a propagatlng-pit, blit if, as is 
often the case, the pan is covered with a 
handlight, the latter should be raised a 
llttie to aduiit of the escajie of moisture, 
otherwise there is a iKissibility of the 
young plants damping off. Trick them out 
when they show the second leaf, and give 
them a .warm part of the Iiouhc, not a place 
on a top shelf where they are apt to get 
dry, or are subject to a cold current of air. 
This may seem to be unnecessary ill the 
culture of a half-hardy annual, but the 
fact is that from the want of such little 
attention Zinnias frequently Beem to be 
disappointing, and if they are not strong 
when planted out, they are long in estab¬ 
lishing themselves. 

In regard to their quarters iu the gar¬ 
den some consideration should be given 
them. There are some annuals that will 
thrive well on a lialf-sbaded border, but I 
would not plant Zinnias there if I eould 
help it—rather would I give them the 
sunniest position possible. The dry 
border, about which questions are often 
asked as to what can be grown thereon, is 
just the place for these showy annuals, 
provided the soil is good. It is no use to 
plant them in a soil devoid of nutriment. 
If good flowers are wanted, it must lie 
made rich to start with by digging in some 
rotted manure, and if into the border or 
bed where they are to lie grown some turfy 
soil is dug, so much tlie better. I like to 
transplant them from single pots instead 
of from boxes or Jems, as then tlie possi¬ 
bilities of the roots lieing disturbed are 
considerably reduced, aud they do not like 
being interfered with any more than is 
absolutely necessary. It is liefcter to defer 
planting out a week or so longer than to 


lie iu a hurry and get them out in May, Lo 
find some morning that a cold, raw night 
has played havoc with them. I- would 
much rather wait until the first week in 
June tlian run tlie risk of losing plants, 
but. of course, locality must be taken into 
account. Treiiare the ground where they 
are to lie planted by enriching it as indi¬ 
cated, as when it is borne in mind that 
Zinnias last in bloom iierliaps longer than 
almost any other annual and are ex¬ 
tremely showy they are worth nil this 
trouble. Zinnias are much improved by 
a mulching of well-rolled manure when 
I lie flower-buds are showing. T. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Sample of soil. —I have just become the 
owner of a email garden, 45 feed by 30 feet, 
and am sending yon a sample of the soil. 
Will you tell me what dressing it require*— 
lime or manure, or both? When should it be 
put on, and how? —K. Shaw. 

(The liest tiling to do with such a soil is 
to give it a dressing of freshly-slaked lime. 
Apply about \ lb. to each square yard of 
surface and well mix it with the soil in the 
process of digging.] 

Cropping a garden.— What flowers, fruit, 
and vegetables will the soil, sample of wbioh 1 
send you. most successfully grow? The garden, 
45 feet by 30 feet, gets a fair amount of sun, 
buit is in the town.—B. 8haw. Harrogate. 

[Ill a garden of till’ area mentioned there 
is not much scope for tlie growing of vege¬ 
tables, seeing you require flowers as well. 
You can, however, have a row or two of 
dwaif Peas, such as require short sticks 
only, and tlie' same of French Beans. 
Then you could grow a few rows of Globe 
and the long-rooted Beets; the same of 
Carrots If desirable, lettuces, and later on 
Euillve if appreciated. Then you could 
have a good succession of Kudislies. 
Spinach, too, would come In and be out of 
the way quickly, and so make way for 
something else. Half-a-dozen rows of 
Onions would, jierhaps, lie serviceable, 
and a row of Parsley would lie useful. In 
this way the whole of tlie available space 
would soon be utilised. We should advise 
a flower border about 3 feet wide being 
arranged at tlie top and bottom of the 
plot, or all round it if you so desire it, and 
iu it sow annuals in variety, and liave a 
good-sized i>ateli of each. Of these, 
Godetias, Clarkias, Collinsias, Linum 
grnndiflortim rubrum, annual Chrysanthe¬ 
mums, aud Cosmos are a few showy sub¬ 
jects which should do well. Do not omit 
tlie night scented stock (Matthiola hicornis) 
and Mignonette when making out tlie list 
of requirements.] 

Discarded lawn-mowers.— Many when pur¬ 
chasing new lawn-mowers discard the old 
one*. This is, I thunk, a mistake. Assuming 
that a similar make is bought, it will be found 
that the nmts, bolts, screws, etc., are inter¬ 
changeable, ami. in the event of any of these, 
or of minor parte of the machine, being lost 
or broken, tlie old machine will be found to 
provide substitutes. This very often does 
away with the necessity for sending away a 
mower for trifling repairs. The hint may be 
worth noting.—W. McG, 


Manuring weakly plants.—One often 
hears of weakly or sickly plants being 
given a stimulant in the form of liquid or 
artificial manure. Though experienced 
men know that the practice is disastrous, 
yet it is necessary to point out for tlie 
benefit of beginners tlie folly of applying 
fertilisers of any kind to a plant that is 
out of health. As a matter of fact, such 
applications accentuate the sickliness and 
seal tlie doom of tlie plant. Plants arc 
only able to take food when they are in 
good health. When a plant Is fading or 
sickly only water should be given.—M. 
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INDOOR PLANTS. 

IPOM.UAS. 

These arc remarkable for tlio beauty of 
their flowers, whlcli, though individually 
seldom I anting longer than a day, arc de- 
velojied in such rapid succession as to keep 
up a display for several weeks or even 
months. They are all sun-loving plants, 
seldom thriving in shady positions, and 
wjth, perhaps, only one exception, never 
flowering unless under the influence of 
direct sunlight. This exception is the 
Moon-flower (I. boua-nox), which opens its 
flowers at night and closes them again 
about an hour before sunrise. Even this 
plant requires a sunny itositiou, or the 


I com asa A i, A Tices, —A strong-growiug 
stove climber belonging to the same sec¬ 
tion as I, Horsfallise and I. Thompsoniana. 
The flowers are of the usual shape, 
3 inches across the top, and salmon- 
coloured with five yellowish rays. This 
last character is rather singular in the 
genus, the colour being quite unlike what 
is usual in Ipouueas. Altogether a dis¬ 
tinct and pretty climber for the stove. 

I pom as a I lousFAi.ua:.—As a winter¬ 
flowering climber for the stove this 
Iponnea lias long been valued in gardens, 
yet it is now less often met with than was 
the case a generation or more ago. Per¬ 
haps this: is to a certain extent owing to 
the fact that it is seen to the best ad¬ 
vantage in a somewhat lofty structure. 


A good example in full bloom Is sure lo 
attract attention. 

IroM.EA RUBKO-ccKBitr.KA.— “ The Dic¬ 
tionary of Gardening” states that this 
IlHiunea, which was introduced from 
Southern Mexico in 1830, is a stove 
climber, blit it may be grown under much 
cooler conditions. Given a favourable 
season, it will in some parts of the 
country do well out-of-doors. I,ike many 
of the I potmens, it is of annual duration, 
and the seed should tie sown in the spring 
in a structure where a temperature of 
GO degs. to 70 (legs, is maintained. It will 
quickly germinate, and the young plants 
make rapid headway if i>otted into some 
good, moderately light compost. Tile 
flowers are of a delightful shade of pa 1c 



Flowering shoots of Ipomcea Horsfallim. From a drawing by H. G. Moon. 


flowers, if produced at all, will be poor. 
Many of them are annuals, and ripen seed 
fieely under artificial conditions, so that 
when once obtained they are easily kept 
from year to year. The iierennial .‘■pedes 
do not ap[tear to ripen seeds under culti¬ 
vation. They all like a strong soil and 
plenty of water when growing, the 
perennial kinds preferring dryness when 
at rest. Several species are of Importance 
economically, such as I. Jnlaim, which 
yields the Jalap of the shops; I. I’urga, 
also useful in medicine; I. Batatas, the 
sweet Potato, cultivated in tropical coun¬ 
tries for its thick, starchy tubers, which, 
when cooked, are used as we use Potatoes. 
Of indoor varieties the following are the 
best: — 
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and where it gets a fair amount of direct 
sunlight. A distinct and showy variety, 
under the name of Briggsi, has smaller 
flowers than those of I. Horsfallise, hut 
they are very bright in colour and borne 
In great profusion. As a richly-coloured 
climber for the depth of winter this 
variety has much to commend it. 

Ipom.t.a Heart, a native of Ceylon, was 
introduced in 183b. As a roof plant for 
the stove or intermediate house it is de¬ 
lightful, the large fragile-looking flowers 
being very freely borne. They are of an 
intensely bright blue, with a lighter 
throat. This Ipomiea is a plant of easy 
culture, the main care being to keep it 
clear of red spider, which, if the atmo¬ 
sphere is at all dry, is apt to give trouble. 


blue, barred with a reddish suffusion. 
This IiiouiiPn has a very pretty effect 
when grown in 0-inch pots, the shoots left 
to ramble over a few loose branches stuck 
in the pot. It is also seen to great ad¬ 
vantage when loosely secured to a rafter 
in the greenhouse, the minor shoots 
allowed to disjiose themselves at will. 

Xpom.-ea Thomcmoxiana.— From its re¬ 
semblance to I. Horsfallin! it was first 
mimed as a white variety of that s|iecies. 
It is, however, distinct in having “ thick 
fleshy leaves, the leaflets of which arc 
stalked, not sessile, rounded, not tapering 
at the base, and entire, not wavy at the 
margins. The flowers, moreover, are 
nearly' double (lie. size of those of I. 
Horsfallin; and pure white. 1 
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PLANTS FOR GREENHOUSE. 

The following plants I grow in my greenhouse 
Azalea indica, double Begonias. Cineraria, 
Deutzia, Fuchsia, Heliotrope, Hydrangea 
hortensis, and Lilium aura/tum. I would like 
to grow a few more, if you would please name 
a few not difficult to manage, either from cut¬ 
tings or otherwise; aleo a few annuals and 
perennials that I could grow from eeed. 
Please name a good flowering plant for edging 
stage? I have a greenhouse and stove.—W. T. 

[There are many other greenhouse plants 
not difficult to manage that would he likely 
to suit you. They are readily propagated 
from cuttings, and the plants so obtained 
will soon attain flowering .size. Prominent 
among them are: Abutilons Houle de 
Neige (white), A. Golden Fleece (yellow), 
and A. Sanglant (red); Arum Lily ; 
Bouvardlas of sorts, a good selection being 
Alfred Neuner (double white), Iltimboldti 
corymbiflora (white). King of the Scarlets, 
Mrs. Robert Green (salmon-pink)? Pre¬ 
sident Cleveland (scarlet), and Vreelandi 
(white); Calceolaria Clibraui, a graceful 
yellow kind ; Gannas of sorts; Perpetual- 
flowering Carnations, of which there is a 
wide choice: Coronilla glauea, blooming 
in spring; Cytisus racemosus, with deep 
yellow flowers; Dlplacus glutinosus, a 
shrubby Miuiulus, with orange flowers; 
Erlangen tomentosa, bearing heads of lilac 
coloured flowers in winter; Eupatorium 
petiolnre, Daisy-like heads of white flowers 
In early spring; Kaiosautlies coccinea, 
scarlet flowers in summer; Lilium 
Harris!, a white, (tubular-flowered Lily ; 
Pelargoniums in great variety; Phyllo- 
caeti of sorts; Plumbago capensis, blue 
flowers in summer; Salvia Pride of 
Zurich, scarlet; and Veronicas of sorts 
that bloom in autumn. 

Annuals and others that may be raised 
from seeds for greenhouse decoration are 
Alousoa Warseewlczi, scarlet; Balsam, 
various colours ; Browallia speciosa major, 
violet purple; Calceolarias in variety; 
Celosia plumosa ; Clarkias, of sorts; - Cy¬ 
clamens in variety; Impatiens Ilolsti, 
salmon-scarlet; Nemesias in variety; 
Nicotiana Sander®; Petunias of sorts; 
Primulas in great variety, particularly P. 
malneoides, I', obconiea, and P. sinensis ; 
Sell iza n thus of sorts; and Streptoearpuses, 
Most of these may lx; sown in a gentle heat 
in spring. There is not much choice of a 
good flowering plant for edging a stage. 
Perhaps tie best would be Camiianula iso- 
ph.vlln, the white variety alba, and the 
pale lavender variety Mayi. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Coleuses.—These .are easily grown, a fact 
which will be -appreciated by many at the 
present time. Cutting® strike quickly in a 
sharp heat, and nice specimens can be ob¬ 
tained in a very short time if the plants are 
grown in heat. The blue-flowered C. thyr- 
soideue is useful for winter decoration, and 
fresh stock should be raised each year in the 
same manner as the fine-foliaged varieties. If 
cuttings are not available cut back a few of 
the old plants as soon as they cease blooming, 
when, if placed in heat, they will soon furnish 
an ample supply.—A. W. 

Primula vertlclllata. —It Is pleasant to see 
a note in favour of this (page 81). I consider 
it should not lie discarded because of the 
hybrid P. keweneie, fine though the latter is. 
A few plants may well be grown by those who 
own a greenhouse; but, unfortunately, the 
amateur with only a small structure does not 
sufficiently realise the value of such Primulas 
ns this. Its yellow flowers and farinose foliage 
are highly pleasing.—S. A. 

Lemon-scented Verbena.—A few old plants 
of this should be cut back and placed in heat 
to furnish cuttings. These should be taken oil 
when ready with a heel, and inserted in sandy 
soil. 5-inoh pots being a good size to use for 
striking them in. Cuttings struck at this date 
make good useful plauts by tile middle of 
summer.—A. W. 


GARDEN FOOD. 

IN DISPRAISE OF THE POTATO. 

It is pleasant to observe the able defence 
of the Potato by “A Scottish Gardener,” 
on page 120. It is all very well for those 
who can command a great variety of food¬ 
stuffs and who depend little on the Potato 
as an article of food to criticise the Potato, 
but there are many households where it is 
a necessity if a plentiful and acceptable 
meal is to be obtained. There is nothing 
which con take its place, and the present 
scarcity of Potatoes in Scotland is a 
serious state of matters in many house¬ 
holds. In Scotland, as well as in Ireland, 
the Potato is much more largely consumed 
than in England. It may lie contended 
that there are other foods which will give 
more sustenance in a smaller bulk, but 
those who have had to live on emergency 
rations, even for a short time, find how 
unsatisfying they are, despite their book 
value in protein and the other constituents 
which go to make up a “ scientific ” food. 

There are three points which enter into 
the question of Potatoes as food. One is 
the land, another the variety chosen, and 
another the cooking. Unfortunately, 
Potatoes have too often been judged by 
their apiiearance on the show table un¬ 
cooked. But the true test is when the 
tuber is shown cooked in its skin. A com- 
Iietitive class of this kind at a show is 
the true test both of the grower and the 
cook. “A Scottish Gardener” is quite 
right in decrying the chipped Potato and 
Its other preparations, but these, as a 
rule, are only suitable for the jaded appe- 
tite. In these times of “meatless” days 
many people miss their supplies of Pota¬ 
toes, at present difficult to procure in 
many pa its. With the Potato, well grown 
and well cooked, and a little butter or 
margarine, with some milk additional, if 
need be, many a family, especially 
children, could make a good and satis¬ 
factory dinner when means would not per¬ 
mit the purchase of other articles of diet. 
I have known the rotate sold at hnlf-a- 
orown a hundredweight, although in 
Potato-growing districts four shillings 
might be described as nearer the average. 
No better or cheaper food for the house¬ 
hold of small means could be procured. 
Compare this with the present conditions 
and Potatoes at the regulation price of 
ljd. per pound, and it may be realised 
how great the loss to the working class 
has been by the shortage of last year’s 
crop. It is this shortage which renders it 
impossible in many households to con¬ 
form to the Food Controller’s four pounds 
of jjread per head, especially as many can¬ 
not afford, even If they wanted It, the 
two and a half pounds of meat permitted. 

I agree with “ A Scottish Gardener ” 
that the Potato is “ indispensable.” By 
all means grow as many other vegetables 
as possible, but do not neglect the most 
useful of all—the Potato—for the large 
family, at least. 

A Normal Scottish Gardener. 


Oat cakes. —The note on the above on 
iwige 120 omits to mention that the Oat 
cakes made over the open fire should be 
cooked on a flat iron utensil known in 
Scotland as a “ girdle.” After the cakes 
are cooked on this they are generally set 
in front of the flic to toast a little. Un¬ 
fortunately, the true old Oat cake has been 
too largely neglected by housewives, 
although many use the small cakes bought 
in packets, many makes of which are very 
good, though more expensive by far than 
home-made Oat cakes. Many add a little 
dripping or other fat to the cakes when 
mixing the meal In a basin. This makes 
them more palatable and more easily 


eaten. In many households the Oat cakes 
are always made with this. Some of the 
very coarse Oatmeal does not make very 
palatable cakes. In households where 
very little Oatmeal is used it is sometimes 
kept too long and becomes bitter. I am 
not sure of the relative nutritive value of 
Oatmeal and Wheat-flour, but It should be 
pointed out that the Oatmeal is dearer 
per stone than the Wheat-flour.—A Scots¬ 
man. 

[Another way is to spread cream over 
the Oat cake when on the “ girdle.” This 
is known as “creamy bread,” and Is very 
tasty and palatable. This is favoured by 
the younger members of the family. There 
is, too, what are known as “bannocks,” 
which are the Oatmeal when mixed with 
water simply pressed out with the fingers 
and not levelled with the rolling-pin. The 
cooking of these is completed on the girdle 
without any toasting in front of the lire. 

If the Oatmeal is trodden very hard into 
what Is known as the “ girnal ” (Scotch 
for barrel) it will not get bitter.—T.] 

Rhubarb—a caution.—Forced Rhubarb 
is an excellent article of diet at this time 
of year, but people seem to be timid of 
buying it because sugar is indispensable to 
its use. It were idle to pretend that Rhu¬ 
barb can be cooked without sugar, its 
acrid nature making that happy state of 
affairs impassible. Yet the suggestion 
may he put forth that even with the neces¬ 
sary amount of added sugar Rhubarb at 
current retail prices is not exiiensive. 
Here it is well to note that the best quality 
is in reality the cheapest. Rhubarb is ex¬ 
ceptionally good this year, being for the 
most part well coloured and of rich 
flavour.— Telegraph. 

] Very doubtful advice. It is full of 
oxalic acid.* We may read of disease com¬ 
ing from it* use. —Ed.] 

Two meals a day sufficient.—One who 
knows informs us that the late Lord 
Strathcona, who lived till he was over 
ninety, never took any lunch. He only 
took breakfast and dinner, and enjoyed 
splendid health. For over sixty years he 
never ate more than two meals a day. 
This, too, is tlie way of the French and 
Italian peoples. The very early cup of 
coffee or soup that they start with is not a 
meal, and some do not touch anything 
until their good meal at noon or near it. 
The way French and Italian men have 
fought during this war is proof of the 
value of their way as to food. 

Apples—dessert and cooking.—Throw¬ 
ing Apples into two classes has done no 
end of harm. From long experience with 
Apples, my view is that the best eating 
Apple is often the best cooking Apple.—W. 

" Meatless day nonsense.”—Your corre¬ 
spondent ” W.” (page 104) hoe struck the right 
note in pointing out that in our food supplies 
there is "an enormous range of wholesome 
and quite adequate nourishment only requir¬ 
ing careful choice and cookery.” We are 
largely the creatures of habit, hence it is 
that so many have come to look upon meat as 
absolutely essential, and regard the suggestion 
of a meatless day os a hardship. It would be 
one of the beet tilings for the nation if the 
Food Controller issued imperative instructions 
for one or more meatless days per week. That 
more vegetables will he used this year than 
ever before is a foregone conclusion, as multi¬ 
tudes of people growing their own produoe for 
the first time will realise that it is possible 
to live on what the garden yields without 
having to run to the butcher eo often.— 
Townsman. 

Apple Lord Burgliley.—Home line speoimens 
of this Apple have come into my hands, and 
I am very pleased with their tine quality and 
flavour. 1 understand that it is a very pro¬ 
ductive Apple, and cannot- make on* why it is 
not more generally grown. I like it as well 
as any Apjde that I am acquainted with.— 
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ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS, 

A USB OF THE COMMON REED 
(Arundo Phuagmites). 

The ihim shown was built several hundred 
years ago to retain a lake of half a dozen 
acres, the water deep in parts. After the 
iron-work days it was broken through 
more than once, the bed of the lake becom¬ 
ing a Willow bed. When it came into my 
hands the dam had to lie considered as to 
safety, the overflow, with a high fall, tend- 


and these break up the waves and protect 
the dam winter and summer. Following 
our usual practice, we do not cut down the 
stems with beauty of colour in winter, but 
in this case, wanting its protection at all 
seasons, we never cut the Reed down. 

Not only the common Reed of lake and 
marsh is worth while keeping for its win¬ 
ter colour, but all the taller waterside 
plants and the larger Knotworts (Poly¬ 
gonum) and perennial Zizania are very 
effective in winter. Solomon’s Seal, too, 
and some bold Starworts come in to help 
the Siberian Dogwood, the yellow Willow, 


ROOM AND WINDOW. 

HARDY FLOWERS AND GREENERY 
FOR' WINTER. 

It is doubtful if we appreciate as we 
ought things that are common. One often 
hears it said that you cannot have' cut 
flowers, etc., in winter unless you have a 
greenhouse. This is a mistake, as all who 
grow or have observed the beautiful shrubs 
and hardy flowers that are available at 
this season know. Having to provide a 
large amount of material for cutting 



Common Reed protecting old dam. Winter effect. 


ing to wear away the bank. That was got 
over by constructing a fall in horseshoe 
form, but then still there remained the 
problem of the front of the dam. It 
was formed by a sandstone wall, but 
llic wash of tlie waves from the prevail¬ 
ing winds, and the action of frost had 
worked havoc with the stone. It Ihen oc¬ 
curred to me that if I put a belt of our 
common Reed hi front of tlie dam it might 
break the force of the waves and help to 
protect the bank. The water was too deep 
for the Reeil to go too far in, just making 
a belt of stems from 5 feet to 0 feet wide, 
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and the bright Willow of the Surrey i 
nurseries. Some of the Brambles tf 
evergreen form and Rocksprays (Coto- 
neuster) help well, C. horizontalis being 
about the best for hanks and rocks, or any 
place where its line form may be shown. 

W. 


"The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds." —New Edition, lSlh, revised, with descriptions 
Of all the lest plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium Svc, ISs. ; 
post free, lie. Gd. OJ all Booksellers or from the Office 
of Gardening Illustrated, Gd, Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
London, 1K.C. 


I through the year, and this for rooms that 
are large and dark in winter, I find rnauy 
shrubs and hardy tilings most valuable, in 
many Instances more so than material 
grown under glass. It is astonishing how 
many things can lie brought into use, 
choosing material according to the position 
and vases it is to be used for. On several 
occasions I have used on the dinner-table 
the yellow Jasmine, with sprays of 
common Box or other hardy greenery, and 
I am sine they were as beautiful as mnuy 
things grown in a stove. Some vases in 
my sitting-room are charming filled with « 
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branches of Phillyrea (green), small shoots 
of Garrya elllptica, with their long white 
catkins hanging over the sides, and long 
sin nits of yellow Jasmine placed loosely 
amongst them. Sprays of berried Holly 
and this yellow Jasmine make a good con¬ 
trast. Few things look more beautiful 
than a howl tilled with the dark bronze- 
leaved common Rarlierry and Christmas 
Itoses intermingled. Flowering-shoots of 
tlie Winter Sweet (CliiiiKinantlnis fra- 
grans). when plai-ed in low vessels with 
small shoots of I’hillyrea angnstifolia, are 
always welcome, and call forth praise 
from the delicious scent of the Chimonan- 
tlms. Long shoots of Lonicera fragran- 
lissimn arranged in tall glassi's with light 
greenery are very lasting. Laurustinus 
can be used hi many ways to the liest ad¬ 
vantage. loaves and sprays of the com¬ 
mon green Ivy are. a good setting to 
Christmas Roses and many other things, 
such as Snowdrops, etc. I have used 
sprays of Garrya elliptica in big, tall 
vessels in high positions in corners, as also 
variegated Holly and other bright 
greenery. C. S. 


FRUIT. 

GOOSEBERRY CATERPILLAR. 
Thosk who were troubled with this jiest 
last season should take such measures at 
the present time as will lead to its effec¬ 
tual eradication. The reason wli.V the pre¬ 
sent season is recommended for dealing 
with this insect is that in many instances 
tlie ground lietween bush fruits—V.y., 
Currants and Gooseberries—is now being 
pointed over or lightly dug, with a view 
to the burying of weeds and making all 
neat and tidy. It may not be generally 
■known that these insects hibernate under 
the bushes in the form of cocOons, from 
which the full-grown insect emerges in due 
course, and proceeds to lay its eggs on the 
bushes. It Is, therefore, quite clear that 
remedial measures are best undertaken 
while the pupa is yet in tlie soil. These 
remedies are simple and within the reach 
of all. The lirst is to remove the soil, 
.'! inches in depth, to as far as the branches 
spread, under every hush that was in¬ 
fested last year, and bury it deeply in 
some other part of the garden, or other¬ 
wise char it by burning other refuse with 
It. If any roots are exposed as a con¬ 
sequence of the removal of the infested 
soil, cover them with fresh soil taken 
either from between the rows—when the 
latter are a good distance aiiart—or from 
some other source. Then apply freshly- 
slaked lime in sufficient quantity to coat 
the surface, so that there is quite a thin 
layer of lime lying on it, which will kill 
any cocoons which may have become ex- 
imoed, and at the same time present a 
barrier through which the full-grown in¬ 
sect will have a difficulty in pushing, 
should any of the cocoons escape disturb¬ 
ance when clearing out the soil from be¬ 
neath the bushes. Quite fresh lime must 
be used, as that which has been lying by 
for some time is of no value, and no alarm 
need lie feared as to its injuring the hushes 
in any way. An effectual cure must not 
be looked for the first season, as it is quite 
possible that however carefully the above 
directions may be followed out some will 
escape, but by steady iierseveranee and 
giving the caterpillars no quarter as soon 
as they are detected the pest can be even¬ 
tually stamped out. If any reader is 
living in the country where the roads have 
not been tarred, then the dust from these 
is a very simple remedy. Collect a good 
quantity of this, then syringe the bushes 
with clear water, following this up by 
dusting botli tlie upper and under sides of 
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tlie branches with tlie road dust, taking 
care while doing so that tlie caterpillars 
are well covered with it. This causes 
them to fall to tlie ground, when they can 
lie quickly destroyed by limiting them with 
the hack <if a spade. 


PROTECTING FRUIT-TREES IN 
BLOOM. 

1 shall be m ueb ('bilged if you will kindly tell 
me wliioli is the beet eox*t of protection to uae 
for covering Peaches ami Nectarines on a 
wall; whether tiffany or sacking of any kind, 
a-nd when the treee ought to be covered over?— 
E. L>. 

[Probably the best form of artificial pro¬ 
tection next to a glass roof is a three fold 
covering of 1-inch mesh netting dropped 
over Ratuboo ]ioles, which are set against 
the wall at the toil and slojie to the ground, 
about 1 feet or 0 feet (according to the 
height) away from the base of the wall. 
This will admit air and light freely, and is 
generally sufficient to ensure enough fruits 
for a crop. Th-is netting does not render 
the trees tender, and wards off hailstones 
in a manner that would hardly lie realised 
unless seen. We know one garden in 
which tliis is all the protection given, and 
line crops of fruits are had annually.] 

- Much may be done, as far us wail- 

trees are concerned, by protecting I lie 
bloom, if only with several folds of fish- 
netting siLsiieiuled in flout of the trees. 
Pears and the Gage Plums are so valuable 
Unit they are equally as worthy of extra 
protection in the shape of coping boards 
as Peaches or Apricots. Common Spruce 
boards can be bought cheaply, and they 
will last for many years if stored away 
when taken down from tlie walls, and they 
also answer just tlie same puiqiose us the 
more expensive glazed copings. Cherries 
are also sufficiently valuable to warrant 
tlie same amount of time and trouble being 
exjiended on them, as once the boards are 
fixed in position and the netting suspended, 
strained, and securely pegged to the soil, 
no further attention is required until tlie 
crop is safe. The protection must then he 
gradually reduced and finally dispensed 
with altogether, hut weather conditions 
are a good guide for the right time to do 
tills:. Laths or iioles should be used in 
connection with, coping boards and nets 
to prevent tlie latter from being blown 
against the trees and bruising the blos¬ 
soms. These should be let Into the alleys 
about 9 inches, securing the tops to the 
boards with nails either against the edges 
or just under the edges. Nails driven in 
at every 2 feet along tlie edge of the boards 
will suffice for suspending tlie nets, and 
tlie iioles or laths should stand quite 2 feet 
away from the base of the wall. For 
Peaches, Nectarines, and Apricots frigi- 
domo blinds are very useful, as the crops 
of these arc too valuable to run any risk 
while tlie trees are in bloom. Frigi-donio 
is rather costly in the first instance, but 
it will, with care, last in good condition 
for a number of years. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Value of wood-ashes.—Of all manures 
commonly termed artificial, these are, per¬ 
haps, the oldest. Burning may not be the 
most economic way to deni with soft vege¬ 
table matter, as in a few months it can be 
rotted by stacking and moistening. Ex- 
lieriencc shows that it is. very valuable 
plant food, as all gardeners, csiieciall.v 
those whose supplies of animal manure arc 
small, have found to their benefit. In 
deeply-worked soil splendid crops are com¬ 
monly produced by the aid, almost exclu¬ 
sively, of decayed vegetable matter. But 
hard wood broken up ever so small and 
buried iu I lie soil would be long in decom- 
1 losing, and would in the process promote 
much harmful fungoid growth. The con¬ 


version of this hard and, so far as plant 
food is concerned, useless material into an 
active manure by burning is a simple pro¬ 
cess. Wood-ashes may not be so rich in 
imtush ns k.iinit, but at least they consti¬ 
tute a singularly safe dressing, not only 
because of tlie potash they contain, lmt lie- 
eause the ash does not immediately dis¬ 
solve and helps to keep tlie soil open and 
friable. No one now advises tlie making 
of Vine or other fruit borders without a 
liberal addition of wood-ashes, and nil gar¬ 
deners alive to their manurial value col¬ 
lect and burn all woody matter not other¬ 
wise useful for tlie pnr|io«e. Tlie majority 
of gardeners agree that we have few arti¬ 
ficially-produced manures more valuable 
or desirable than are wood-ashes, soot, 
and lime.—A. 

Hothouses and the war,—“ Kirk ” gives 
very tangible reasons, on page OS, against 
tlie absurd suggestions of tlie daily Press 
of suppressing the use of coal and coke 
fur our greenhouses during the iieriod of 
the war. Wlmt about the market-grower 
who has large areas of glass that have 
cost immense sums for the growing of 
food stuffs? If ever there was a period 
when Tomatoes had a national value, 
surely it is now, when meat and other food 
are so dear. To thousands of the working 
classes Tomatoes serve as a substitute for 
moat iu the daily summer menu, especially 
where there are young children. To argue 
that Tomatoes can lie grown for summer 
use without the use of fire heat is wrong, 
because the Tomato is distinctly a tender 
subject, and makes but very slow headway 
in tlie early months of the year. What 
justification would (here he in holding up 
supplies until they can lie had from (ho 
open air. thus bringing them into season 
in late .summer only? There are other 
crops, too, like Grain's, for instance. 
People forget Hurt tlie daily toil of war 
casualties has very many serious eases 
where a gift of rijie Grapes is very accept¬ 
able ; Indeed, indispensable. Hospitals 
certainly ought to have a prior claim in 
these matters. For such crops what would 
Hie discontinuance of coal mean, both to 
the legitimate trader and the public? 
There are undoubtedly many who are 
driven to use much less coal or coke than 
would lie tlie ease in pre-war times simply 
because they cannot afford it. As “ Kirk ” 
rightly says, there will be many empty 
houses tliis year, not only because of tbe 
high price and difficulty of procuring coal 
or coke, lmt because of the shortage of 
labour.—W. S. 

An old Pear-tree.—There is a wonderful 
Pear-tree still flourishing and bearing fruit 
which was planted nearly GOO years ago iu 
the village of Salem, Mass. At that time 
Governor Eiulicott, being very interested 
in fruit-farming, sent, to Dorchester for 
an English Pear-tree. After some con¬ 
siderable time the tree arrived in a some¬ 
what dried-up condition, hut being very 
carefully planted and watched over by 
Governor Eiulicott himself it survived the 
long journey and became, after some years, 
a most noted fruit-tree. It is carefully 
tended ami surrounded by a fence. Every 
visitor to Denver, Mass., seizes the op)ior- 
tunity of seeing tliis remarkable tree, 
which grows near tlie Denver River. When 
Governor Endieott died, iu 1G65, be left 
the famous tree to bis daughter’s care, 
■ nuking special mention of it iu bis will.— 

Pearson's Weekly. 


Index and Binding: Cases for completed 

Volume. -TAf Index to Volume XXXVIII. of GARDEN¬ 
ING Illustrated is note ready (price 3d., post free JJrf.y. 
The binding Case for the same volume is also a mi fable 
(price Is. (id., by post Is. M >. The Index and Binding 
Case can be obtained from, nun newsagent, or from the 
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VEGETABLES. 

EARLY POTATOES, RADISHES, AND 
LETTUCES IN FRAMES. 

Eari-v crops of the aliove may be easily 
prawn on hotbeds during the spring. I 
have for many years grown the three 
er<i|*i at the same time in the Sfime bed. 
Rather deep l>riek frames are the best, but 
imrtable wooden ones may be used. If 
tile latter, it would be necessary to first 
Imiid the hotbed and then place the frame 
on it. Tree-leaves ami littery manure in 
eipiul proportions may be used, but if the 
leaves are scarce one-third of them to two- 
thirds of manure would do, and, of course, 
litter alone would answer the purpose. 
First spread out the manure in an open 
shed, or in the open if the weather be dry. 


first. Some of the Lettuces will be useful 
in salads anil others for planting out on 
waiin borders in tin' oiien air near the 
foot of south walls and similar positions. 
As the Potatoes grow, more air must be 
admitted on warm days. It is wonderful 
how much good produce may be raised in 
a few frames in the way described, and 
they will ho available afterwards for 
Cucumbers or Melons. G. G. B. 

SPRING WORK IN ALLOTMENTS. 
The question of home-grown food is a 1 
most important one. The Potato, being 
the first and most important vegetable, | 
claims attention. It is right that this ■ 
should be so, but it would be a great mis- I 
take to neglect, too much, the cultivation 
of other kinds of vegetables, especially 
green ones. In the case of the Potato, 


If the ground was not manured in the 
autumn mix rotted manure only, now, 
with the top spit of soil; also add, if avail¬ 
able, one peck of soot and two iiecks of 
wood-ashes to each square rod of ground, 
the two last-named being used about one 
week prior to the sowing of the seeds. 
Parsnips should bo sown very thinly in 
drills 1 inch deep and Hi inches to IS inches 
axiart. The Onion seed should be sown, 
also thinly, in drills 10 inches apart, then 
there will Ire ample room for the hoe to 
pass between the rows of idants. Onions 
raised in boxes under glass should be 
planted out about the middle of April. 
Prepare the ground thoroughly. Bulbs of 
good average size will result if the young 
plants are put out 5 inches apart in rows 
1 foot asunder. Preserve all the roots in¬ 
tact and transplant with the aid of a 



Lower lake, Gravetye. Summer view. See paeje 151, 


and turn the heap daily for one week, then 
mix the leaves with it und lightly shake 
out the material as it is placed in the 
frame. It will be necessary to tread the 
manure firmly round the sides of the 
frame, otherwise the material would 
eventually sink down more there than In 
the centre. Iiu ild up the bed almost level 
with the top of the frame, then put on 
good loam and a fair quantity of leaf- 
soil to u depth of 1 foot or a little more. 
The Potatoes should Is? planted 1 foot 
ajart each way. When they are covered, 
sow broadcast thinly and evenly some 
early Radishes, such as Wood's Frame, 
and also thinly a i>incli of Lettuce-seed, 
level the surface and put on the lights, 
but leave a small opeuiug ab the top to 
allow of the escape of any rank gases. 
The Radishes and Lettuces will germinate 
quickly, and the former be ready to draw 
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too, we have the Potato disease to reckon 
with. Wise cultivators will judiciously 
supplement their Potatoes with such vege¬ 
tables as Tarsnips, Beet, Carrots, Onions, 
Broad Beans, Peas, Runners, and French 
Beans, Leeks, Celery, and Jerusalem 
Artichokes—all suitable for storing or 
preserving. The Teas may be bottled and 
the French Beans dried and stored, while 
the Runner Beans are excellent salted 
down where there is a surplus of pods of 
usable size in the bite autumn. Brussels 
Sprouts should be raised in a cold frame 
or in a sheltered part of the garden, 
pricked olf into nursery beds, and finally 
transplanted to ground that has been 
cropped with early Potatoes. Onions and 
Parsnips must he sown as soou as the 
weather and the condition of the soil will 
permit-. Turn over and thoroughly break 
up the soil to a depth of at least 18 inches. 


hand-fork or trowel, if xiossible, while the 
soil is in a moderate state of moistness. 

Broad Beans and Peas must also be sown 
directly the soil is in a nice workable con¬ 
dition. The Beans should be grown in the 
stiff soil if there are stiff and light soils 
in the allotment. If the Beans are sown 
in double rows droi) the seeds 7 inches 
apart, and allow a space of 2 feet between 
these double lines. If sown in single rows 
the latter should be 18 inches apart and 
tiie seeds 5 inches asunder in the lines. 
The dwarf, early, round-seeded Peas should 
be sown first. Very little sticking will be 
necessary, a consideration where Pea- 
sticks are difficult to obtain. Turniiis 
should not lie sown in oi>cu allotments be¬ 
fore the middle of April. If much exposed 
the end of the month will be quite soon 
enough, as frequently the resultant plants 
from very early sowings run to seed. 

TlCir i I 
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Sow seeds of the early stump-rooted 
Carrots in well-broken soil in warm posi¬ 
tions. It will be time enough for sowing 
main crop Carrots in the latter part of 
April, and Beet late in May. G. G. B. 


CELERY TRIALS AT WISLEY. 

Tjie following awards have been made to 
Celery and Celeriac by the Council of the 
Royal Ilorticultural Society after trial at 
Wisley :— 

Awards to Celery. 

Awards ow Merit. —Olayworth Prize 
Pink, raised, introduced, and sent by 
Messrs. Sydenham, Birmingham; also 
sent by Messrs. Hurst, London; Invin¬ 
cible White, raised, introduced, and sent 
by Messrs. Dobbie, Edinburgh. 

Highly Commended. —Early Rose, sent by 
Messrs. Hurst, London (Award of Merit, 
1900); Incomparable Crimson, raised, in¬ 
troduced, and sent by Messrs. Carter, 
Ilaynes Park, S.VV. ; Matchless Pink, 
raised, introduced, and sent by Messrs. A. 
Dickson, Belfast. 

Awards to Celeriac. 

Highly Commenced. — Delicatesse, intro¬ 
duced and sent by Messrs. Barr, Taplow; 
Late Summer, sent by Messrs. Barr, Tap- 
low ; ordinary type, raised, introduced, 
and sent by Messrs. Sydenham, Birming¬ 
ham ; Selected, raised, introduced, and 
sent by Messrs. Sutton, Reading. 


ROOT CROPS. 

Such root crops as Parsnips, Carrots, and 
Beet will, no doubt, play an ini[>ortuiit 
part in augmenting the food supply next 
autumn and winter. Of the three, Beet is 
perhaps I he least valuable from an eco¬ 
nomic iioint of view, but when other veget¬ 
ables are scarce, as at the present time, 
Beet forms a welcome addition to the 
menu, and in a time of stress would doubt¬ 
less then be in much greater demand. 
Carrots, on the other hand, which can be 
cooked in many ways, could, in the event 
of a shortage in the I’otato crop, he largely 
employed to supply the deficiency, as a 
dish of plain boiled Carrots forms a very 
wholesome and appetising article of diet, 
while they could in case of dire necessity 
take the place of Potatoes altogether. 
Parsnips are not quite so jiopular or nearly 
so largely consumed as the preceding, but 
for those who appreciate them they form 
a very nutritious article of diet. In a 
time of scarcity they would, no doubt, be 
more largely consumed, therefore it be¬ 
hoves all who are now planning their crop¬ 
ping arrangements to anticipate such de¬ 
mands this coming season and allow’ for 
the growing of extra large breadths of all 
three, more particularly Carrots and Par¬ 
snips. 

■Cultural requirements are much the 
same in all three instances. The plots 
intended for them should be in a fertile 
condition, while a good depth of soil, 
t lie result of having been double dug 
w’itbin recent years, is very essential. 
Manure should not have been applied since 
the autumn, but the best results are 
always reui>ed when the soil lias been 
thoroughly mamired in the spring of the 
previous year. These remarks an the case 
of Carrots apply to the growing of main- 
crop varieties, such as the various inter¬ 
mediate and long-rooted types. Parsnips 
may be sown as soon as the soil is in a fit 
condition, Carrots early in April, and of 
Beet the Uloltc-shaiied varieties in early 
and mid April, and the long-rooted sorts 
the end of that month or the first week in 
May. If extra fine roots are required, the 
drills should not stand closer than 
15 inches asunder, hut, as quantity rather 
than quality w'ill or should be the chief 
consideration on this occasion, they may 
be drawn 1 foot apart. To secure regular 
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germination of the seed in each instance 
tlie surface of the plots must undergo 
a thorough course of preparation. In 
some cases merely breaking down the 
rough lumps and following this up with a 
good raking suffices to ensure a good tilth. 
In others it is necessary’ to first fork over 
and pulverise the surface, choosing au 
opportunity for doing so when the soil is 
on the dry side or in good working con¬ 
dition. If an attack of the various insect 
pests Incidental to all three crops is ap¬ 
prehended, a dressing of wood ashes 
should he given prior to the raking down 
or forking over of the surface soil. The 
drills should not he deeper than 2 inches, 
and if the sites have been properly pre¬ 
pared there will then be an ample supply 
of fine soil with which to cover in the 
seeds. This is best (lone with the feet, 
which also imparts the necessary degree 
of firmness to ensure successful germina¬ 
tion and subsequent growth of the plants. 
When the seedlings are large enough to 
handle they should be thinned out, leaving 
them from 8 inches to 9 inches apart in 
the row’s. C. G. H. 


DISEASED POTATOES. 

In this neighbourhood complaints are rife 
ns to the ravages of the Potato disease 
among garden and field crops. It is very 
strange to find that the Potatoes in one 
garden are badly diseased while in another 
close by the crops are heavy and there is 
practically no disease. It is found that 
on heavy land Potatoes are almost immune 
from disease. On light soils there is less 
than one-third of sound tubers, the re¬ 
mainder being fit for pig food only. Some 
sorts seem more resistant than others. 
Factor and Up-to-Date, notable winter 
Potatoes, and well known for their heavy 
crops, have hereabouts been badly 
diseased. Arran Chief is, in my ease, 
much tlie best among several, the percent¬ 
age of diseased tubers giving but little 
cause for complaint. Great Scot, too, 
gave a good yield and not much disease, 
and the same applies to Dalmeny Hero. 
King Edward was lifted early and there 
was scarcely any disease apparent at the 
time, but later it was found that quite two- 
thirds of a very fine crop was diseased. 
This disease developed in the store. The 
lifting of late Potatoes lias been purposely 
deferred because of the presence of disease, 
so that it is less difficult to select the 
sound from the bad. It was quite ex¬ 
pected that on ground that was well 
mamired disease would be rife, but the 
renson for this marked immunity on 
clayey soils, whether it has been manured 
or not, requires explanation. We hear 
mixed reports from the Potato fields. In 
some counties and districts there is an 
average, or even above an average, crop; 
in others it is much below, disease account¬ 
ing for much w'aste and disapjiointment. 
Early Potatoes escaped, as did the early 
maincrops, where they were lifted in good 
time, and the yield was in each case good. 
Spraying with Bordeaux mixture had no 
apparent effect this season. All main- 
crops wore treated with the Yoss specific, 
but apparently this was wasted labour. 
There seems to be no unity of opinion as 
to the need for absolute clearance of the 
diseased Potatoes, some leaving them on 
the ground and caring not for possible 
contingencies, while others zealously re¬ 
move every diseased tuber. There seem 
no actual data whether spores remain in 
tlie soil from one year to another. 

West Wilts. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Pond mud.—I have run oil the water from a 
pool of 1J acree, and propose to sow it with 
held Peas ami Beaus. The mud will dry firm, 


and is fairly rich and of good depth. I pro¬ 
pose to sow on the mud in April or May, when 
firm enongh. Oan you recommend R □ y better 
crop?—W. A. E. 

[If you can get the mud firm and dry 
enough to allow' of its being dug or forked 
over prior to, or some three or four weeks 
in advance of, the time you wish to sow 
the seed, apply i lb. of fresh-slaked lime 
to each square yard, and mix it as inti¬ 
mately as possible with the mud when 
digging or forking It over. Throw, or 
rather cast, It w'hen doing so, so that It 
lieu loose for air to pass through and dry 
it, and if there is a difficulty in getting it 
to break to pieces let it lie in the rough 
until dry, w’hen it can be broken down to a 
fine condition with a fork The sooner the 
surface can be dealt with in the manner 
suggested the more likely is the venture 
to succeed Peas and Beans should, if the 
mud can be got firm and- dry, do well in 
such material, but the plants will no doubt: 
make extra strong growth. Any kind of 
green crop, such as Cabbage or Cauli¬ 
flowers, should also succeed.] 

Treatment of ground for Potatoes. —Last 
year I broke up a new piece of garden ground. 
141 ft. by 28 ft. 6 in. I pared the turf ofl, put- 
tiug it into the bottom of the trench. I planted 
it with Potatoes, getting just about eight etenee 
to every stone of seed. Early in October I 
gave it a good dressing of night soil, as free 
from ashes as possible, spreading same, and 
leaving it about six weeks. I got it well dug 
in before the hard frost came. Of oourse, 

I brought the turf up at the same time. Shall 
I be doing right in giving it a dressing of soot 
when I dig it over again? I am thinking of 
turning this plot over twice yet before plant¬ 
ing. I do not want the Potatoes to have what 
they call rust, that is the reason I am going 
to use soot.— Great Scot. 

[It was a good thing you had got the 
plot dug before the frost set in, as the 
latter will have exerted a very beneficial 
effect on it and do au infinite amount of 
good. Regarding the soot you are think¬ 
ing of using, it seems at first glance to be 
hardly necessary, seeing you have already 
applied a good dressing of night soil, but 
as you are going to dig the plot twice more 
before planting it, it will in that case do 
good, not only from a inanurial point of 
view, but will act as a soil fumigant and 
destroy insect life. The fact of turning 
the soil in the manner suggested will be 
the means of the soot becoming thoroughly 
incoriwrated with it. As to the turf, the 
Grassy itortiou of it now being dead and 
decayed it does not matter in the least 
about its coming to the surface; in fact, 
the more you mix it with the staple the 
better. You should not be troubled with 
“ rust.”] 

Couve Tronchuda.—The note from the 
lady contributor, on page 74 of Gardening 
Illustrated, emphasises the importance of 
this very useful vegetable, yet, notwith¬ 
standing the ease with which Couve Tron¬ 
chuda can be grown, so very few Britisli 
people know anything about it. You may 
go into a dozen gardens and not see it, 
and enquiry only elicits the fact that it is 
not known. As one who has grown it for 
many years, may I suggest to those who 
are now so keenly alive to the produc¬ 
tion of food to take Couve Tronchuda in 
hand, esiieeially in gardens where it can 
be given plenty of room. Couve Tron¬ 
chuda is a heartless Cabbage, producing 
large, white-veined leaves, all of which are 
edible; and if seed Is sown in March in n 
cold-frame, or in April out-of-doors, and 
the plants afterwards got out 2 feet or 
8 feet apart in well manured ground, they 
will come in for use from October. I find 
they can always he counted on to follow 
Kidney Beans for the Inble, and relieve 
the necessity for cutting Savoys, Brussels 
Sprouts, etc., too early. I regard Couve 
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Tronehuda, whether it is cooking the 
stalks, like Asparagus, or the large leaves, 
as a most appetising dish.—W oodbastwick. 

Winter Creens and the severe frost.- 
Not for many years has such havoc been 
wrought amongst winter Greens as we 
have exjierienced since Christmas, and 
many market gardeners have sustained 
considerable losses. Even in the case of 
certain varieties of Kale, that we had 
come to look upon as impervious to cold, 
there have been losses, while In other 
cases, if failures have not actually oc¬ 
curred, the crops have been so crippled as 
to render them almost useless. Mention 
in this connection may be made of Tall 
Cnrly Kale, and Cottager's and Dwarf 
Drumhead Kales, that up to the end of 
December furnished many acceptable 
dishes. The same applies to Savoys. 1 
have noticed that, whereas Brussels 
Sprouts of the Giant type have been badly 
injured, medium-sized sorts, which were 
protected by the old foliage, are still yield¬ 
ing plenty of useful buttons. I never ap¬ 
preciated more the value of the advice to 
let the decaying leaves of Brussels Sprouts 
hang 'down and protect the buttons and 
avoid cutting the heads until the last. 
This winter has proved the worth of such 
advice. It was encouraging to turn aside 
these decaying leaves to find thick clusters 
of buttons of perfect form and colour, just 
right for cooking.—W ooiibastwick. 

Broad Beans. —To get the beet from these, 
the ground, it not already prepared, should be 
deeply dug. working into it eome good rotted 
etable-manure. With a shortage of dung this 
is not an easy matter. Failing this, I would 
advocate using all the refuse of the garden, 
placing it at the bottom of a trench, anil work¬ 
ing into the top spit some bone-meal. Rowings 
may be made either in double or single drills 
about J inches deep, giving them 6 inches or 

9 inches apart in the drills. This work may be 
done in February. Failing the opportunity to 
get stable-manure. I would help the plants 
when well advanced by atlording liquid- 
manure. I would start with a row of Long 
Pod. and follow on with Harlington Windsor 
Ground well manured for Beans pays in two 
trays, as. when these are oil, the land may be 
used for winter Greens, such as Brussels 
Sprouts. Kale, or Savoys, without further pre¬ 
paration, beyond forking it over.-—L babuhst. 

The Winter Green bed.— My plan is to pre¬ 
pare under one of my walls a bed. 18 feet by 

10 feet, making it up with stable dung, and 
cowing the various Greens in sections, after¬ 
wards pricking oil. and planting out where 
they are wanted as ground becomes vacant. It 
is surprising what a quantity of plants one 
may get from the investment of a few pence. 
A very good method is being pursued on allot¬ 
ments by purchasing seeds on the co-operative 
principle, and in the case of winter Greens 
it is not unusual for a few friends to under¬ 
take to grow enough of one particular sort 
sufficient for each —Townsman. 

Carrots. —A good-sired bed should be pro 
pared as soon as circumstances permit in a 
warm position for Shorthorn Garrots, such as 
Inimitable. Early Gem. and Paris Market. 
Fairly line leaf-mould, with eome sifted lime 
rubbish, are good materials to mix with the 
surface-soil, unless the staple is light and 
6 andy. when it is unnecessary. Sowing in 
drills drawn 9 inches apart givse the best 
results, bnt. if preferred, the seed may be 
broadcasted and either raked in or lightly 
covered with soil of a suitable nature.—A. W. 


Spinach. — Take the first opportunity when 
the surface-soil is dry to make a good sowing 
of Spinach, as. unless good breadths of the 
perpetual kind were raised last autumn, there 
will, as a result of the eevere weather, be a 
serious shortage this spring. If the soil is at 
all wet and lumpy, work into the surface 
before drawing the drills either leaf-mould or 
old Mushroom bed manure. W. H. N. 

Kitchen auxiliaries.— It is to be feared that 
there are more applicants for seed Potatoes 
than can be supplied, and it behoves all who 
procured tbeir seed to use It to the best ad¬ 
vantage. Useful as the Potato is, arrange¬ 


ments should be made iu every garden for the 
sowing of Onions, Leeks, Parsnips, Carrots, and 
last, but by no means least, the garden 

Swede. Tn every garden where an attempt is 
being made to solve the food problem, it is 
essential that these, which will do much to tide 
us over the wiuter, should be grown to the 
fullest possible extent. Onions and Leeks need 
rich ground, but it will suffice to sow Carrots 
and Turnips on ground that was manured last 
year-say. where Peas or Celery have been 
grown.— Woodbastwick. 

Carrots, which lake a longer time to germi¬ 
nate than many other vegetables, should have 
a warm border for the first crop in the open, 
sowing such kinds as Early Gem or Early 
Nantes.—F. W. G. 


BEES. 

THE SKEl’ IIIVE AND ITS VALUE. 
It is nil very well for people to denounce 
the old-fashioned straw skep hive. Let 
them remember not only that the skep has 
its very important uses now, but also that 
we have learnt, and must continue to 
learn, a vast deal from the old “ skepist." 
A skep is a straw hive, naturally warm 



and cosy, ami protected from rain. It Is, 
obviously, it direct descendant of Ihe hive 
of bulk sewn together or of plaited osiers, 
daubed with mini to keep out cold, wet, 
and winds, s|*oken of by tin* Latin }ioet 
Virgil two generations before Christ. 
Leltrn, therefore, that your hives mu t be 
cold-proof, wet-proof, and wind-proof. 
The skep, as a piece of tiplNiralus. is used 
to-day (1) for taking and carrying a swarm 
to the prepared bar-frame hive, (2) for 
“driving” bees (in August or September) 
—i.e., compelling them to leave one home 
for another, and (11) for obtaining early 
swarms. 

The illustration shows a skep on its side, 
in tlie “ driving ” position, the receiving 
skep having been removed. Tile combs 
are seen in position, with honey and brood. 
The bees have been removed to their new 
home in a modern hive, where manipula¬ 
tion will lie easy, and profit in honey great. 
“ Brood ” will now lie cut away, and the 
honey either run (or pressed) out, or if 
the comb be light in colour, it may be 
eaten with the honey -the former course 
Is far preferable. All comb should be well 


A well-filled straw hive. From a 
photograph by Mi G. 11. Foxwcll, 
Sudbcrow, Th rncombe, Dorset. 
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washed before melting down as beeswax, 
and the skep carefully cleaned. The 
illustration Is of Interest to the non-bee¬ 
keeper as showing the wonderful method 
of the bees’ Jabour. Notice the combs, 
how regular, equi-distant, and perfectly 
luirallel they are, and also how they run 
at right angles to the entrance, which is 
seen at the bottom of the third comb from 
Ihe right. 

As a successful bee-keeper, I maintain 
that every apiary should include at least 
one stock of bees in a skep. Bees kept so, 
more often than not, throw off swarms both 
healthy and early, but the skep should be 
emptied of the comb once in every three 
or four years or so. Skep hives, however, 
should never be kept for honey produc¬ 
tion. Bernard B. Hibbert. 


THE WEEK’8 WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom March 6th —Snowdrops (in variety). 
H'intor Aconite, Iris histrioidca major, I. 
et.yloaa, Soitifraoa Buraeriana Gloria, S. Griea- 
bachi, Erica camea (in variety), E. mediter- 
ranea hybrida. E. luaitanica. 

The week's work.— Hardy annuals may bo 
sown from March to June. The time when the 
display of bloom to required must to eome ex¬ 
tent determine the time to sow. The ground 
should be previously prepared by deep dig¬ 
ging and working in eome well-decayed 
manure. Row the seeds thinly all over the 
-ii i'face, and cover lightly with some finely- 
sifled soil. Very fine seeds need hardly any 
covering. As soon as the seedlings are large 
enough to handle thin them out freely, finally 
leaving space for each plant to develop to Us 
full sire. Annuals are often spoilt by not 
being thinned out sufficiently. Thinning out is 
best done in dull, rainy weather or in the 
evening Annuals include a large number of 
our most brilliantly coloured summer flowers, 
and may he used in many ways in the garden. 
For carpeting the ground between low shrubs 
planted widely apart they are most effective, 
giving a vivid sheet of colour when grown in 
quantity. For filling up gaps in the front of 
herbaceous borders they are most useful, and 
bede may be devoted to a single kind with ad¬ 
vantage. A few of the most beautiful hardy 
annuals that may bo sown in spring are: 
Argemone grandiflora, Acroliniums, Baitonia 
aurea. Chrysanthemum carino-tum, C. ooro- 
nariiun. Olarkia, Collinsla bioolor. Coreopsis 
tinotoria, Convolvulus tricolor. Esehscholtria 
califomica, Oodetia. Gypsophila elegans. Heli- 
chrysum braoteatum. Lavatera splendens. 
Larkspurs. Lupins. Matthiola bicornis (Night- 
scented Stock), Mignonette. Nemwphila in- 
signis. Phacelia oampanularia, Saponaria cala- 
brioa. Silene pendula. Poppies, and Virginian 
Stock. Gladioli may be planted from now 
onwards tilt the end of April, and may be 
grown in beds, os groups in the border, or as 
dot plants over a groundwork of such as 
Phlox Drummomli, Verlienas. or Tufted 
Pansies. To obtain really good spikes some 
pains should be taken in the preparation of 
the soil, but manure should not be placed dose 
to the corms. A good system is to take out 
holes from 4 inches to 6 inches deep, place 
half an inch of coarse sand in the bottom, 
and then arrange the corms on this 8 inches 
apart. If they can be oovered with sand, so 
much the better. M. Lemoine's hardy hybrids 
are dwarf and beautiful early-flowering varie¬ 
ties. G. Ohildsi is a fine, robust race of 
Gladioli, the flowers of great sire and sub¬ 
stance. G. Gandavensis varieties, os regards 
brilliancy and variety of colour, are un¬ 
equalled. G. brenchleyensis is one of the 
hardiest and the best for planting in shrub¬ 
beries Hyaointhus (Dalton ia' randicans may 
also he planted. It is advisable to place the 
bulbs on a layer of sand. 

Work in the rock garden now consists in 
loosening and forking up the soil which has 
become caked, making firm autumn top-dress¬ 
ings that have been loosened by frost, replac¬ 
ing top-dresBing material washed away by 
heavy rains, and top-dressing generally. A 
variety of composts has been prepared, as 
alpines vary in their soil requirements, some 
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requiring a peaty mixture, others a rich loam, 
while for many grit must be need freely. 
Oritty eoil suite plants which grow naturally 
in high altitudes. Plants which have grown 
beyond their limits are divided or trimmed 
back, according to the species. .As soon as the 
weather is favourable alpines that have been 
wintered in cold-frames will he planted, com¬ 
mencing with the hardiest species. It is neces¬ 
sary to guard against slugs, which cause much 
damage, finely-crushed coke breeze sprinkled 
around choice specimens acting as a deterrent 
to these pests. Sweet Peas. Pentstemons, 
Violas, and alpines which are now in cold- 
frames and that are tp be planted out at the 
end of the month or early in April, are freely 
ventilated. The lights are drawn off entirely 
on every possible occasion, and when put on 
to protect the plants from heavy rains plenty 
of air is allowed by tilting the lights. Treated 
thus, these plants will become sufficiently 
hardy to stand several degrees of frost. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Ml ford Roll Gardena, Oundle, Northanta. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Cauliflowers.- Those who have a good 
number of liandllghts on hand and a sheltered 
position such as is provided by a wall or hedge 
facing south, should, if the weather continues 
open, get the forwardest of the plants which 
were pricked out in a frame last autumn set 
out. Arrange the ha .11 cl lights about 20 inches 
each way. and put five plants into each, one 
at each corner and one in the centre. If pos¬ 
sible. obtain a l>all to each, watering some 
two hours beforehand if the soil is at all dry 
to make this the more certain. Plant firmly, 
and when finished dredge some lime and finely- 
sifted ashes over the surface of the soil to 
ward off attacks from slugs. The remainder 
of the plants may be set out in from two to 
three weeks’ time in single lines between the 
rows of early Peas at 18 inches apart. These 
may be protected with cloches or l>ell-glasses. 
Failing these useful aids for the forwarding of 
early vegetable crops, large flower-pots form, 
when inverted over the plants, useful'protec¬ 
tion at night and early morning until the 
warmth of the sun has dissipated frost when it 
occurs. The same care is necessary in pro¬ 
tecting the plants from slugs. 

Early-raised Cauliflowers.—Plants from the 
January sowing are now ready for pricking 
off. If hut a few dozen plants are required, 
boxes will suffice, setting them out about 
3 inches apart each way. If, on the other 
hand, a good number are needed, they should 
he pricked out into a frame placed on a mild 
hotbed. Now that glasshouses and pots usu¬ 
ally employed for the growing of bedding 
plants are in so many instances at liberty, 
the plants may, if this would be more con¬ 
venient, be potited and grown in this way in¬ 
stead of in frames or boxes. 

Cauliflowers sowing.—An outdoor sowing 
should now l>e made of two or three varieties 
for summer and early autumn cutting. 
Autumn Giant and Magnum Bonum should 
form two of the three varieties selected, as 
they can always be relied on to give good re¬ 
sults. The sowing should bei made in a warm 
corner and where protection if required can 
he given. A very good way of raising early 
Cauliflowers and other Heeds outdoors is to 
take a board 9 inches in width and 1 inch 
thick, and cut it into convenient lengths, and 
then nail the ends together to form a square 
or parallelogram, and cover the top with 
i-inch galvanised wire-netting. These act as 
guards and at the same time serve to protect 
the seedlings from frost, especially if a mat 
it thrown over the top. The wire serves to pre¬ 
vent the mats from sagging and damaging the 
plants. Seeds of one or more approved sorts 
of Brussels Sprouts should be sown under 
similar conditions. 

Cabbage.—A good sowing should take place 
now to afford plants for setting out later on 
as ground becomes vacant. Where space is 
limited, the small-growing, compqet-hearted 
sorts should be given the preference. If an 
omission to sow a red variety occurred last 
autumn, make a sowing now. Many imagine 
red Cabbages are only fit for pickling, hut 
such is not the cose, as they are equally as 
good as the ordinary Cabbage when cooked. 
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Late Celery. This should now l>e lifted and 
laid in under a wall facing north. The 
trenches can then Ik* levelled down and the 
surface dug either with fork or spade to pre¬ 
pare it for the sowing or planting of the suc¬ 
ceeding crop. Many sow Onions after Celery, 
which answers well if the character of the soil 
is such that it does not require weathering 
before a good seed bed can be obtained. If 
not eligible for Onions, it will do for Carrots, 
as several weeks must elapse before the main- 
crop sowing can take place. 

Onions. -Seed should be sown when a favour¬ 
able opportunity offers and the soil dry enough 
to break down freely without adhering to the 
rake. A wooden rake answers in many in¬ 
stances for this. On heavy soils an iron rake 
is a necessity. It is always a good plan to 
dress the surface either with the residue after 
it has been passed through a sieve or screen 
to free it of stones, etc., left from the burn¬ 
ing of primings and all kinds of garden rub¬ 
bish or with soot. The latter must be used in 
accordance with its condition, as a heavier 
dressing may be given when it has been lying 
by for some time than if fresh. Whatever the 
material used it should be mixed intimately 
with the surface-soil either by raking or 
lightly forking it in. Make the surface firm 
before drawing the drills, and prepare no 
more ground than it is possible to sow in a 
day. The drills can then be readily and 
cleanly drawn 1 foot apart and li inches deep. 
If well trodden in advance, the closing in 
and trending the soil with the feet after sow¬ 
ing the seed will render the seed bed suffi¬ 
ciently firm, all that Is required afterwards 
being a levelling of the surface. 

Frame Potatoes.—Where these were planted 
rather shallow more soil is now required. 
This should be pivt somewhere to get the chill 
off beforehand and settle it into place with 
as much tepid water as will thoroughly 
moisten it only if that below it is sufficiently 
moist. 

Half-hardy annuals. Phlox Drummondi in 
various colours. Tagetes lucida. T. signata 
puinila, Uaillardias in variety, Alonsoa Wars- 
cewriczi compacta, Verbenas, Lobelia for edg¬ 
ing, Golden Feather, or anything required to 
replace the usual bedding plants should be 
sown now either in pane or boxes, according 
to the quantity of plants required. Holly¬ 
hocks and the dwarf varieties of Delphiniums 
are other subjects which should he sown at 
once in heat. 

Calceolarias.—These should be transplanted 
from the cutting-frame before the plants are 
too large. A cold-frame or pit is beet for Cal¬ 
ceolarias, all that is necessary in their ease 
being to protect them from actual frost. The 
compost for them should consist largely of 
loam, the only addition needed being either 
a third of leaf-mould or old Mushroom bed 
manure. Loa.m in a fresh condition is one of 
the best antidotes for the disease which at¬ 
tacks and kills Calceolarias, both when young 
and after they are planted out. For this 
reason the beds in which they are to be planted 
should, in addition to manure, always be well 
dressed with fresh loam. 

Pentstemons. -These will play an important 
part in any bedding-out arrangements that 
may be undertaken this season. They are 
very showy, and give but little trouble after 
they are planted out and become established. 
They should be treated in precisely the same 
manner as Calceolarias in regard to soil, etc. 

Violas.—These should also be planted out 
from the cutting-bed into cold-frames, using a 
slightly richer oo-mpoet for them than that 
recommended for the preceding. 

Trees and shrubs—planting.—Weather con¬ 
ditions are more favourable for these opera¬ 
tions being resumed. Rose planting, too. 
which has been so unavoidably postponed, 
should now be persevered with and brought 
to a speedy conclusion. The same remarks 
are equally applicable to the planting of all 
kinds of creepers and suitable plants for the 
clothing of bare walls, fences, etc. As these 
are usually to be obtained established in pots, 
the matter is, perhaps, less urgent, but the 
sooner they are planted the more quickly will 
they become established. 

Chrysanthemums. The potting of decora¬ 
tive, late blooming, and border varieties is 


now engaging attention. Three-inch pots is 
the size used, ami the plants are being put 
into a cold pit and kept close for a few days, 
after which they will he freely aired. 

Campanulas.—Plants of the Chimney Cam¬ 
panula still in a cold pit now need more at¬ 
tention in tlie way of watering ami airing, 
and the same with regard to Canterbury Bells, 
which when well grown are so admirably 
adapted for conservatory decoration. 

Tulips.—The May-flowering ami Darwin 
varieties, potted last autumn for greenhouse 
and conservatory display, are now ready for 
removal from (the plunging-bed of ashes to a 
ecld-fname or pit. Shade for a few days from 
direct light. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Newly-planted trees. These must not. ho 
allowed to suffer from lack of moisture at the 
roots, and it is advisable to examine those re¬ 
cently shifted, especially on walls. If the soil 
is at all approaching dryness a thorough 
watering should be given. Another point often 
overlooked is mulching. If this is not already 
done, no time should be lost or the roots near 
the surface will be in danger of perishing 
before growth begins. The cleansing of all 
fruit-trees should be completed as soon >ns pos¬ 
sible. American-blight is responsible for a 
great deal of damage to fruit-trees, and if 
allowed to get established (especially on young 
trees) there is danger of the injury being per¬ 
manent. Remove all loose pieces of bark. 
Moss, and Lichen from trees which are affected, 
as these serve as hiding places for the insects 
Then thoroughly scrub the stems with a stiff 
brush, using a strong solution of Gishnmt com¬ 
pound. or soft. soap, sulphur, and lime water. 
Before Peach-trees come into flower it is ad¬ 
visable to spray them a second tirfie with a 
solution of Gishurw-t oonupound or soft soap 
and sulphur. This will ward off the attacks 
of aphis, which usually appears very early in 
the season, and if allowed .to get a footing 
is very difficult to dislodge. Except in very 
favourable situations, it is not safe to risk 
leaving the blossoms of Apricots, Nectarines, 
and Peaches unprotected, and under many 
conditions it is also necessary to protect the 
blossoms of Pears. Plums, and early Straw¬ 
berries from frost. The first-named, however, 
will need the first attention, and where 
movable copings of any description are em¬ 
ployed they should he fixed as soon as the 
buds show colour. Tiffany or fish netting 
should lie stretched from them by means of 
rollei's or otherwise to within a foot or so of 
the soil, and kept clear of the trees by the 
aid of poles or laths. If the covering used is 
made of close material it must be removed 
by day, otherwise lifcht and air will be ex¬ 
cluded to an injurious degree. I find a double 
thickness of small mesh fish netting an effi¬ 
cient protection, and it is not necessary to 
remove this until the fruits are set. 

Plantations of Strawberries cannot be pro¬ 
fitably retained after the second year. The 
very best fruit is obtained the first season 
after being planted, whilst it is also the 
earliest to ripen. When the soil is sufficiently 
dry the first opportunity should be taken to 
clear the soil of weeds and the plants of use¬ 
less foliage. Then make the plants that have 
been loosened by frost, firm. Stir the surface 
soil and top-dress with suitable fertilisers, 
such as decayed manure, charred garden re¬ 
fuse, enriched with soot and bone-meal. 
Liquid-manure from the farmyard is also 
valuable for the Strawberry and may be ap¬ 
plied at the present time. 

Cropping.—A welcome change in the weather 
has set in, and the past week has been fairly 
dry, with several hours’ sunshine each day. 
AH digging should be finished as 6oon as pos¬ 
sible, and, if not already done, plans laid as 
to how the garden is to be cropped. No diffi¬ 
culty will be experienced where the ground 
has been prepared for special occupants, but 
the remainder must be carefully thought of. 
and things arranged in proper order, warm 
and sunny borders being used for all early 
crops, and where there are shady and moist 
plots they should be used for autumn and 
winter crops. The sites for the different crops 
should be changed as far as possible each 
I year, except in a few cases, such as Onions, 
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Shallot*, and Artichokes, each of which, pro- 
vided the ground i h well manured yearly, may 
he grown on the same land for year*. 

Maincrop Onions have beeii sown on ground 
that was well trenched and manured in the 
winter. There are several advantages in sow¬ 
ing early, as the plant gets a longer season of 
growth, and I find that the earlier-sown plants 
are less tumbled by the dreaded fly than when 
mw n later. It is necessary that the ground 
be in good condition—dry and ^friable. A 
dressing of soot and wood ashes should be 
given and raked in before sowing, and the 
ground trodden firm. The drills should be 
drawn 18 inches apart, the 6eed sown thinly, 
and covered carefully by pushing the soil from 
the sides of the drill with the feet, and again 
trodden. The plot should then be lightly 
raked over. Varieties are numerous, but such 
as Ajlsa Craig, Premier, Improved Reading, 
and Record are excellent, and give very fine 
hulhs. while, for keeping, Bedfordshire Cham¬ 
pion and James's Keeping are two of the beet. 
The main crop of 

Broad Beans have been sown on an open 
break. 3 feet from now to row and 6 inches 
between the seeds. Favourite varieties are 
Mammoth Longpod, Green Leviathan, and 
Green Windsor. 

Early varieties of Peas viz.. Improved 
Pilot, Sutton's First-of-All, Early Marvel, and 
Grad us have been sown in quantity in a 
sheltered position. Successional sowings will 
now l>e made about every ten days. 

Cauliflowers.- -Some of the st rongest plants 
raised from need sown last autumn, if the 
weather is favourable, may now be planted 
out on rich ground that Ivas not recently 
parried a crop of Braseican. Lift the plants 
carefully with a good Ixall of soil, and plant 
them with a trowel. Some protection must 
be given, such as inverted flower pots with the 
drainage hole stopped up. placing them over 
the plants at night, removing them on fine 
days. Evergreen branches placed about them 
will also answer the purpose, and these could 
remain until da.nger of sharp frost is past. 
Some seeds may now be sown on a warm 
border for providing a succession to those 
raised under gla-s in February. 

Potatoes. -In many gardens with raised, 
warmed borders the earliest varieties will have 
been planted before this. In the midland and 
northern counties it i6 unsafe to plant in 
quantity before the second week in March 
owing to late spring frosts. Sharpe's Victor. 
Ashlcaf. and Duke of York are good first early 
varieties. The last-named is very prolific and 
of good flavour, anil may be classed as one 
id the bent eartics. Some of the second early 
varieties, such as British Queen, Windsor 
Castle. Royal Kidney, and Snowdrop, may 
also be planted. Of late varieties, we grow 
chiefly King Edward VII., Arran Chief, Great 
Scot, and Lang-worthy. These may be planted 
as the ground becomes ready for them. 
Methods of planting are various. I usually 
plant the tubers a a the ground is dug and 
manured. If froets occur when the sprouts 
appear some earth may be easily drawn up 
for protection. 

French Beans sown in January are now 
showing flower in abundance. While they are 
in bloom syringing is discontinued. As 6o6n 
as the fruits are set, weak liquid-manure is 
given. Beans growing in Melon or Cucumber 
houses 6h«ald be carefully watched for the 
appearance of red-epider, and the syringe 
used freely. Sowings are now made every 
fortnight. Growth will now be much more 
rapid, so the pot6 ought to be placed near the 
glass as soon as sown. For the main batch 
of 

Celery and Celeriac seed should now be 
sown in pans or boxes and placed in heat. 
As soon as the seedlings appear place near 
the roof glass of a warm pit or house, after¬ 
wards removing to a cold-frame to harden 
preparatory to pricking out into rough frames. 
Celeriac is easy to grow and deserves extended 
cultivation. The Turnip-shaped roots are ex¬ 
cellent when properly cooked, and, as they 
may be laid in sand in the root shed for 
the winter, they form a welcome change when 
vegetables are scarce. Celeriac should be 
planted on a well-manured plot of ground in 
rows is inches apart, with 14 inches from 
plant to plant. F. W. Gallop. 
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SCOTLAND. 

Tree Pseonies.—A look round in the course 
of the week revealed the fact that the buds 
of these are plumping up. A top-dressing of 
fairly good material has been applied to these 
fine shrubs. This being annually done keeps 
the plants in good health. * Previous to top- 
dressing, the flower-stems of last year were 
cut neatly off and any (lead or damaged wood 
removed. 

Hydrangea paniculata.—The plants of this 
were examined and treated in a similar Vay 
to the Pseonies above referred to. Like the 
Pajonies. these Hydrangeas are very large 
specimens, and, naturally, when so many 
flowers are produced these ore not so large as 
is the case with younger plants. 

Early Melons.—To obtain a crop of early 
Melons a low span-roofed house, preferably 
lying north and south, is the best. There 
must be sufficient piping to allow of a night 
temperature of round about 70 dege. There 
must be bottom heat, and in Melon-houses this 
is generally secured by running a 4-inch flow 
and return pipe through tile bed. Good, sound 
loam, chopped roughly, and rammed firmly 
is indispensable, with an admixture of lime 
in some form. Into this the young plants 
may be put out, on slightly raised mounds of 
rather finer material, at a distance of 2 feet 
asunder. These, confined to a single stem, 
ought not ‘to be stopped till they reach the 
rlilge of the house. There is a difference of 
opinion as to the advisability of shading early 
Melons. I think it is unnecessary if the ven¬ 
tilation is rightly managed from the begin¬ 
ning. Slugs are apt to damage newly-planted 
Melons and should he regularly hunted for. 

Forcing-house.—This structure nowadays is 
generally a house of mixtures, and usually 
the stove is called upon to assist in the work. 
Given the requisite heat, much can be done 
in a comparatively small house. There are 
many seeds which may now l>e sown, either 
for decoration under glass or for planting out 
during the summer. Among these may he 
mentioned Grevillea robusta. Acacia loplian- 
tha, Eucalyptus globulus, and E. citriodora. 
The last, if not so sweet as the old scented 
Verbena (Aloysia citriodora) is, nevertheless, 
worth inclusion in a collection of perfumed 
plants. Other things requiring attention at 
this time are Oast or Oil plants, especially 
Rioinus Gibsoni, and Cannas. The seeds of 
the latter are very'hard, and the outer cuticle 
should be broken with a file in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the embryo. This is. I think, preferable 
to steeping the seeds in hot water. Begonia 
seed, as well as that of Petunias. Gloxinias; 
Gesneros, and Streptooarpns, may be sown. 
The three latter are very rapidly propagated 
from leaf cuttings; buit from time to time 
fresh stock may be considered advisable, and 
for this purpose seedlings are necessary. In 
the forcing-house the herbaceous Spiraeas, 
Di elytra - spec tab ilie, and the Funkias, when 
established, may be quickly brought forward. 
These will all endure a considerable amount 
of heat, but it should be borne in mind that 
they are all thirsty subjects, and require 
copious supplies of moisture. All plants which 
have been prepared for forcing will bear now 
a relatively greater heat than was the case 
two months ago. The greater amount of day¬ 
light and the increased power of the sun will 
assist in making vigorous growth. 

Cucumbers in frames can now be easily 
dealt with. Of course, a good, lasting hotbed 
is needful if success is to be attained at this 
season; but, given even a moderate quantity 
of stable-manure and plenty of leaves, the de¬ 
sired result can be obtained. Such a bed 
should be, when made, from 4 feet to 5 feet in 
height, and should be trodden very firm. If 
space will allow, let it be 3 feet wider all 
round than the frame. When made it is a 
good plan to mat up the sashes until the heat 
rises, and, keeping an eye on the plunged 
thermometer or test-stick, when the heat rises 
to about 90 degs. put out the hillocks of rich 
loam, and when the condensed moisture on the 
glass is perfectly clear seeds may be sown, or 
if young plants are available they can safely 
be put out. Until the outside conditions are 
more genial matting up muet be resorted to 
every night. 


Lorraine Begonias. The latest batch hav¬ 
ing now become shabby, the inflorescences 
have been removed, anil t.he plants, now being 
kept on the dry side, but syringed twice daily, 
are placed upon a. shelf in the stove, with a 
view to the production of cuttings. The 
earlier-inserted leaf-cuttings and basal cut¬ 
tings have rooted freely in the propagating 
pit, and will shortly be potted off. A very 
successful grower of these Begonias once ad¬ 
vised me to use chopped Pine needles in the 
final potting compost instead of leaf-mould. 
Having tried this for a couple of seasons, I 
can corroborate the high opiuion which he has 
formed as to the value of that material. 
Whatever the reason, the plants were better 
than ordinary, both in respect of flower and 
of foliage, and they were singularly free from 
pests. The hint, therefore, would seem to be 
worth passing on to growers of the Lorraine 
Begonia. 

Saintpaulia ionantha.—A good batch of this 
favourite blue-flowered plant has l>een potted 
up. It is an admirable thing in the stove, 
either for massing or for using as dot plants, 
or in mixture with trailing edging stuff. 

Zonal Pelargoniums.—A large batch of 
autumn-struck cuttings of Zonal Pelargoniums 
has been potted off into 4-inch and 5-inch pots. 
The use which will be made of these plants 
will be determined by circumstances. Such 
plants can either be grown quietly on and re¬ 
potted into 6-inch and 7-inch pots for autumn 
work in a cool greenhouse temperature, or, 
alternatively, they may be kept in the same 
pots, stood outside on an ash bed during sum¬ 
mer and autumn, and prepared for winter 
flowering. I think that such plant* are better 
adapted for the latter purpose than those 
raised from cuttings taken now. Of course, 
being left in comparatively small pots, artifi¬ 
cial stimulants may be somewhat freely used. 

Nerlnes.—These show no symptoms of going 
to rest. No restriction, therefore, in the way 
of moisture is allowed. Meantime, the plants 
are fully exposed to the light upon a shelf in 
the apex of a span-roofed house. 

Liliums.—Bulbs of L. Harrlsi, which may be 
required for Easter, may now be given a 
slightly cooler temperature. If too much heat 
is allowed now, not only will the buds come 
along too rapidly, but they may suffer from 
attacks of aphides. I do not know whether 
I am right, but I have an idea that imported 
bullxs of the Bermuda Lily are deteriorating— 
at, any rate, they do not succeed so well as 
was the case a number of years ago. L. longi- 
florvwn, etc., in some years lias been hardly 
worth pot. room. 

Work out-of-doors, which was so long inter¬ 
fered with by severe frost, is now being held 
up as a consequence of the thaw. The ground 
is in a deplorable state, and for some time yet 
it will be impossible to do anything upon it. 
Meantime, 60 far as possible, preparations for 
pushing on the work when conditions are 
favourable are being made. Full sowings of 
all Brassicos have been made under glass, 
partly in heat and partly in cold-frames. 
These will give eucceesional batches of seed¬ 
lings for pricking off, and. followed by the out¬ 
side sowings in March, will yield an ample 
supply of plants. A final sowing of Onions 
was made in pane during the week, as was a 
further sowing of Paisley and of Leeks. Early 
dwarf Peas were sown in pots. I am no great 
admirer of dwarf Peas, but they are easily 
handled, and a few spriggy pieces of Spruce 
are all that they require. Seakale pots have 
been put over the crowns, and Rhubarb has 
been similarly attended to. The scarcity of 
Potatoes in this district is very marked; but, 
fortunately, we have a fairly ample stock in 
hand. There is, however, at this time an ap¬ 
preciable amount of waste, and frequent look¬ 
ing over is an absolute necessity. Other roots, 
including Parsnips, Beets, and Turnips, are 
keeping well, and there is plenty of Jerusalem 
Artichokes. A little cleansing has been done 
among fruit-trees out-of-doors, but opportuni¬ 
ties for this work have been very limited, and, 
for once in a way, the majority of the trees 
must take their chance. Frudtrbuds are 
numerous, and increasingly prominent, and 
the present indications point to a good dis¬ 
play of bloom. W. McGhffog. 

• Balmae Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 
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BOOK8. 

A BOOK ABOUT BORNEO.* 

Tins book, like others that deal with that 
strange and wonderful country, touches on 
a very Interesting theme. The flora and 
fauna and other kinds of life in'that 
land are remarkable. This hook does not 
touch on things wholly of interest to 
gardeners, but deals with cockroaches, 
ants, snakes, and to some extent birds. 
Borneo, also, is the home of the ape 
most nearly akin to man. It is a true 
vegetarian and lives and nests in the trees. 
The late Mr. Burbidge told me that he 
saw there many fruits not known to 
science or described In books, giving an 
abundance of food to many creatures, in¬ 
cluding the well-known orang-outang. This 
volume deals with the country in part. but. 
so far as it goes, it is very well done, and 
by a man who died all too young. The 
book is a little disfigured by the promi¬ 
nence given to Latin names, which few 
understand. 

Bornf.an Song Birds. 

We are told by some writers that while 
tropical birds have often great show of 
colour, to our own isles is given the charm 
of song, but in the following passage we 
learn that in other lands there are fine 
songsters. And there are said to lie birds 
of fine song both in America and India. 

In Borneo the Dayak omen-bird 
Nandak (Clttocincla suavis) is a fre¬ 
quently heard and a most melodious 
Bong-bird; the magpie robin also sings 
sweetly: the melody of the bulbuls is 
far-famed. The song of the crested 
bulbul, a species occurring in gardens 
and alfmg the river banks of Sarawak, 
is. in my humble opinion, quite un¬ 
rivalled. It is a rich, bubbling, 
gurgling melody, poured out in an 
almost unceasing flow for several 
minutes. Instinct with a gladsome 
vitality, it infects the sympathetic 
listener and vividly suggests the 
luxuriant wealth of tropical life. 

In the Jungle. 

It was my first night in the jungle, 
and the mystery and the majesty of the 
great prinueval forest awed and 
Iiossessed my soul. I do not think 
that this feeling of weird mystery ever 
wears off a mind that is at all im¬ 
pressionable. Speaking for myself. I 
can truthfully say that the impression 
was renewed again and again whenever 
it was my lot to pass nights in the 
jungle, and I can even conjure it up 
now by dwelling on those past experi¬ 
ences. In the daytime the forest is 
less eerie; you are conscious that there 
is glowing and active life round you. 
Much of it you cannot see, but the not 
infrequent glimpses of Nature’s great 
liageant of animal life are enthralling 
and reassuring, and the interest of 
collecting keeps the mind constantly 
on the alert. But at night you can 
see nothing: an almost impenetrable 
darkness descends on the forest. 
Teeming life is still all around, for 
you can hear it. The air is full of the 
noise made by millions of insects, a 
noise that, like the roar of traffic in a 
great city, or like the sound of the 
sea, so permeates everything that in 
time the ear becomes dulled, and a 
special effort has to be made to listen 
to it. There are, too, strange rust¬ 
lings in the trees and occasionally the 
stillness is rent by some strange cry 
or weird shriek, at the sound of which, 
half scared, you ask your followers Its 

* " A Naturnlint in Borneo,” by the lat-e Robert W. C- 
Shelford. Edited by Edward B. Poulton. I Hunt rated- 
Published by Messrs. T. Fisher Unwin, Ltd. 


meaning, only to he told it is some 
ghost or lost spirit. It may be the 
despairing yell of some monkey seized 
by a snake, or the triumphant scream 
of some night bird clutching Its hap¬ 
less victim. Who can tell? If you 
step out of the radius of your camp 
fire you find you are brought face to 
face with forces over which you have 
no sort of control. You are surrounded 
on all sides by handiwork that is not 
Alan’s, by swarming-millions of crea¬ 
tures that live out their little lives 
without the faintest reference to you. 

The Great Ape. 

The land is of interest as the home of 
the great ape nearest in form to man, a 
very lmwcrful tree-haunting creature and a 
fruit-eater, gome Italian and American 
■naturalists have done wrong in destroy¬ 
ing nil that enme in their way of this, one 
of the most curious of animals on our 
earth. It is well to know that the authori¬ 
ties have put a stoV> to the destruction of 
a creature harmless to man in its wild 
state. As our knowledge of Nature grows 
it Is well to preserve a survival of an 
onrlier state of life. 

When the Maias goes to rest it lies 
flat on its hack on its nest and holds 
like grim death with hands and feet 
to the branches in the fork of which 
the nest lies, and so it passes the night, 
half supported by the frail platform, 
half suspended by its hands and feet, 
whose grip is secure even in the deep¬ 
est slumber. A young Maias that I 
kept as a pet for many months always 
slept in an empty room in my house. 
The only article of furniture in this 
room was an iron bedstead, and on to 
the steed laths of this the ai>e would 
solemnly climb every evening about 
fi.30. He invariably sprawled on the 
fiat of his back, pulled over his head 
and chest a piece of sacking with 
which lie was provided, and with hands 
and feet got a good grip on the posts 
or frame of the bed. In a few minutes 
he would lie asleep, and his snoring 
was so loud he could be heard nearly 
all over the house. As a pet the young 
Maias is unrivalled. It is cleanly, 
affectionate, extremely intelligent, and 
amusing. One that I kept for some 
months tiseij to throw itself about.and 
scream like a naughty child if it was 
teased, and if it was kept out in the 
rain would yell until it was brought 
under shelter. As a rule, the Maias 
is a very silent animal, only grunting 
a little in a fretful manner occasion¬ 
ally. It is very sedate and deliberate 
in its movements, even when feeding. 

If presented with a fruit, or some 
other food that is new to its experi¬ 
ence, the Maias will carefully scruti¬ 
nise and smell the morsel; at small 
bite will be taken, and the fragment 
of food will be rolled round and round 
inside the mouth. Then the lower lip 
will lie shot out to its utmost extent 
with the piece of food on it, and the 
nIKi will .squint down his nose in the 
most ludicrous manner as if to see 
how the food is getting on during the 
process of mastication. 

A PIC. AND PYTHON BATTLE. — A pig, 
esiiecially the wild pig, we know, may he 
a fearful brute to encounter, but here is an 
account of pigs attacking one of the great¬ 
est snakes. 

Hearing one day in the jungle close 
to his house at Sautulxiug a tre¬ 
mendous noise of wild pigs grunting, 
snorting, and squealing, Mr. Hose ran 
out to see what was the cause, and pre¬ 
sently came on a large python that had 


Digit! 


zed by Google 


seized a young pig and was endeavour¬ 
ing to crush it. The snake was sur¬ 
rounded by a number of full-grown 
swine, which were goring it with their 
tusks and trampling on it. So reso¬ 
lute was their attack that the python 
was comiK 1 1 led to relinquish its hold 
on tlie loudly-protesting young pig. 
when tlie herd, catching sight of Mr. 
Hose, hastily made off, the young 
one, apiiarently little worse for its ad¬ 
venture. trotting away with its com¬ 
panions. Mr. Hose examined the 
snake, and found it to be so slashed 
and mangled that it was unable to 
crawl away from the scene of battle. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Steplianotis in poor condition (A. L. S .).— 
There is nothing really the matter with the 
Stephanotis plant; it is simply suffering from 
cold. The temperature of the house should 
not be less than 60 degs. at night, and 65 degs. 
to 70 dege. in the day throughout the winter. 
The soil around the roots should not be allowed 
to get too dry, and in the month of March the 
plant, should be repotted, using a good mixture 
of turfy peat, loam, and some sharp eilver- 
sand for the compost. 

Grevillea robusta ( W . A .).—It is not at all 
unusual for the leaves of this plant to fall off 
as yours have done, tills often taking place 
when the plants get old. It needs ordinary 
greenhouse treatment, but in winter the tem¬ 
perature should never fall lower than 45 degs. 
Thorough drainage and careful watering are 
necessary, especially during the earlier stages. 
In summer the Grevillea does well out-of- 
doors. and in the London parks is used largely 
an a dot plant, with some low-growing things, 
a^ Tufted Pansies and such like, as a ground¬ 
work. 

Gladioli failing (H. F.). —The failure of the 

Gladioli conns was probably due to fresh 
manure in the soil. If such manure comes 
into direct contact with the corme they are 
sure to decay. We have achieved the greatest 
success with Gladioli when planted in a soil 
in which manure had been incorporated fully 
twelve months previously. They are partial 
to a rich soil if the above precautions are 
observed. Gladioli are also subject, to a kind 
of dry rc<t, which hinders the formation of 
roots, the growths turn yellow, and the whole 
plant perishes. 

Plants under greenhouse stage (A. H. G .).— 
It will be useless to expect flowering plants to 
thrive in a Jjorder beneath a broad 6helf or 
stage in a greenhouse on which pot-plants 
stand. There would not be the needful light, 
and there would be drip from the plants. The 
chief tilings for such a position are any dwarf 
Ferns, such as Adiantum Capillus Veneris and 
A. cuneatum. also Pte<ris sernilata, with some 
of the large Mosses, auch as Helaginella denti- 
culata, the broad-leaved Panicum variegatum, 
the variegated Ophiopogon. and Meeembryan- 
themum oord-ifolium variegatuin. These things, 
not too thickly planted- the trailing plants 
being a carpet for the Ferns—would soon cover 
the ground and be very (pleasing. 

Cobcea scandens CP.). —Your best plan is to 
leave your plants of C’-oboea scandens alone for 
three weeks or 60 until all danger of severe 
frost is past, which in your favoured neigh¬ 
bourhood it should be by that time, and then 
cut them down to within 2 feet or 3 feet of 
the ground, when /they should shoot out 
strongly and cover the bare places you com¬ 
plain of. The only danger of cutting them 
down earlier is that, if a severe frost comes 
after the fresh shoots have started, these are 
killed, and the plants themselves often de¬ 
stroyed; whereas a frost which cuts the tops 
of old plants often leaves sufficient vitality in 
the lower part of the stems to make them 
break again. 

Marguerite Carnations (T.). —Raise the 
seedlings in the ordinary way and transplant 
them, or pot them singly as soon as possible. 
A comparatively cool place will suit best, and 
when the plants are large enough you had best 
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put them into 6-incli pote to flower. You may j 
«top or pinch out the points once or twice to 
cause a bushy growth, but this will delay , 
the flowering, and must not be overdone. By 
plunging the pots in the open ground, giving 
ample room for each plant to develop, a more 
sturdy growth will result and a better flower¬ 
ing be obtained. Of course, you must look 
after their wants as to watering, and weak 
liquid-manure or soot-water will also help 
them. As soon as the buds are well developed 
take the plants into the greenhouse. 

VEGETABLES. 

Injury to Potatoes (Shelton ).—The Potato 
sent is perfectly sound and good outside, but 
shows slight signs of browning—more in the 
nature of 6tains -than anything else—here and 
there in the flesh when cut. The common 
Potato disease forms deep stains, generally 
blackish-brown in colour, but this attack is 
usually, if not invariably, evident from the 
outside of the tuber in the form of dark, 
somewhat depressed areas, which the tuber in 
question did not show. The present trouble is 
due to the condition known as bruise—a some¬ 
what unfortunate name. ae it is not repro¬ 
duced by bruising in the ordinary way—and 
appeal's to be brought about by certain un¬ 
favourable conditions during growth, especi¬ 
ally, perhaps, in the regulation of the water 
supply. It as more frequently seen on land 
which has not been well cultivated during 
the growing season than on land where the 
hoe has been used frequently. Such tubers, 
eo long as they sprout well, may be used for 
planting, but are likely to become black on 
cooking, either through or here and there. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

C. F. S. —1, In the case of pyramids, on the 
Crab or as bushes, on the Paradise. Your tree 
worked on the seedling Apple will, no doubt, j 
flower in due course. 2, Kindly send a sample 
of the diseased Potato to which you refer, and 

we will do our best to help you.- Chas. R. 

Kendell .—See reply to “ Rockbeare,” in our 
issue of March 10th, page 143. You can get 
seed of the varieties there mentioned from I 
MM. Vilmorin et Cde., 4, Quai de la Megieserie, 
Paris. We do not reply to queries by post. 


NAMES OP PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants. — J. Metcalf.—1, Crypto- | 
meria japoniea; 2, Gazania splendens; 3. 
Specimen insufficient, please send in bloom; 
4, Looks like a Campanula, please send in 

flower. 


CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

Fidler and Sons, Royal Berkshire Seed 
Stores, Reading .—List of Flower and Vegetable 
Seeds, 1917. 

W. Smith and Son. 18, Market-street, Aber¬ 
deen .—Garden Seeds, Plants, etc.; Giant Sweet 
Peas. 

The East Anglian Horticultural Club Rules 
and Arrangements, 1917. 


KING’S ACRE 

Collection of 

VEGETABLE SEEDS 

For Early and Reliable Crops. 

CARRIAGE A GOOD 

PAID FOR O/" INVESTMENT. 

J-pint each Peas, Broad Beans, Runner Bean*. 
Packet each of Beet, Borecole, Sprouts, Broccoli, 
Cabbage, Savoy, Cauliflower, Carrot, Cucumber, 
Cress, Mustard, lettuce. Onion, Parsley, Parsnip, 
Radish, Turnip, Marrow. 

Please order tarty. Seed List post free, 

KING’S ACRE NURSERIES, Ltd. 


(Late CRANSTON' S), 

Seed Growers and Merchants* HEREFORD. 



“SANITAS” POWDER 

will rid your Garden of Slugs and 
protect your Seeds and Plants from 
other pests such as Worms, Rats, 
Mice, Sparrows, Cats, &c. 

Leaflet and Free Sample 
with instructions Free. 

6d. & I /-Tins Si 15/- per Cwt.((,o.r, London) 

oi all Chemists, Stores and Nurserymen. 

THE “SANITAS” CO., Ltd. 

I Limehouse, London, E. * 

Awarded Medal at Royal Horticultural 
Exhibition, r Qll. 

CUCUMBER FRAMES (Six). —New, made of 
stout tougued aiul grooved bonrd*, 7 ft. long, 5ft. wide. 
16 in. high at buck and 11 in in front, with two strong 
Lights, 2 in. thick. Complete, with gbias, .£3 5g. e»ch; 
£.1 10s for three; £18 the six. "GARDENER,” 18, Savoy- 
street, Ix>ndon, W.C 


MAKE YOUR GARDEN KEEP YOU 


BY USING 

RITO 

{THE HUMOSIN FOOD FOR SOIL BACTERIA ). 



RITO RESULTS. 

SCARLET RUNNER BEANS. 

Untieated Plot.9 lbs. 7 oz. 

Treated Plot .31 lbs. 2 oz. 

POTATOES. Untreated Plot .16J lbs. 

Treated Plot .24 5 lbs. 

CABBAGE LETTUCE (under glass). 

Ready for sale ono month earlier where 
treated with RITO than untreated portion. 

Amateur Gardeners and others may, by the assistance of RITO, have the 
most beautiful garden, with one mass of rich bloom during the summer, as well 
as increased supplies of all kinds of vegetables. 


PRICE3:— 3 bushel bag, 17 6; 2 bushel ha?, 12 6; 1 bushel bag, 7 6. 
Carriage paid. Cartons, 1 - each. 

Ask for Bro'ilet, ‘‘Rito Results,” from Dealers, or 


THE MOLASSINE COMPANY, Ltd., 16 , Tunnel Avenue, GREENWICH. 

RITO SUITS EVE RYTHING THAT GROWS. 


= Guarantested = 


(Guaranteed and Tested) 

MONEY-BACK 

Seed Potatoes 


Reports published by the Board of Agriculture 
show that It Is possible by planting Selected Pedigree 
Seed Potatoes to get 

A Crop Two or Three Times Heavier 

than can be secured by planting nondescript or 
ordinary potatoes ofteu misleadingly called “ Seed ” 
Potatoes. It 1* true Bees' Guarantested Seed 
Potatoes coat rather more to buy ; they cost much 
more to produce, being pedigree stock, than ordin¬ 
ary potatoes. But the extra coat of seed is covered 
t«n times over br the much greater value of the 
larger crops which you get 

On ilie «amc Area or Ground 

with the same amount of labour. If you are wise 
you will avoid all oilers of doubtful ,7 Seed ( '' poor 
see 1 Is always most costly, even os a gilt—and 
concentrate your energy in a worthy direction. It 
is a notable fact that Bees’ Guarantested Seed 
Potatoes are the only Seed Potatoes sold on the 
definite understanding that If they fail to give satis¬ 
faction, when grown under suitable conditions. 

You Get Your Money Burk. 

When ordering please say whether Scotch, Irish or 
English 8eed is preferred. If no preference is s*ntcd 
Lets Ltd. will send tho seed which Is bent suited to 
your locality. It will help if you say whether your 
soil is light, medium or heavy. 

All VarletlCN Same Price. 

7 lbs. Hlbs. 2Slbs. Stilbs. 

19 3 0 7/- 14 /- 

Cost of Carriage : Cash with Order 

7<L 9d. 1/1 1/3 

KB.—Not more than 561ba. of any one vurle y of 
Bees' Seed Potatoes can be supplied to any one 
individual. 

SECOND EARLY 

Briti-li (feueeu, white, oval, excellent cropper 
and cooker 

Epicure (Sutton’s). The largest of all earllcs, 
white, oval, excellent quality: heavy cropper. 

Greut Hrut, matures early, but produces an 
enormous weight of tubers If treated a* a main 
crop. Declared by the Board of Agriculture to 
be Immune from '* Black Spot." It Is a reliable 
cropper and a flue cooker, while and mealy. (Ono 
year groan in England). 

lancushlre Lamm* Heavy cropper, white kid¬ 
ney, of flrst-class flavour, which resists disease 
well, and cooks as Arm and sweet as a nut. 

MAIN CROP 

Arran Chief. New disease resisting variety, 
splendid cropper, with a beautiful iassety skin, 
and delicious flavour. 

Champion. Reliable cropper, white, round 
to oval, with compact haulm and excellent 
keeping qualities; good cooker. 

Ducheaft of Cornwall, holds the crop record; 
is a i»erfect cooker, and of excellent shape—a 
reliable mainstay. 

Evcrsootl. splendid white, oval shape, enor¬ 
mously pi od active, cooks beautifully, and Is of 
excellent flavour. 

Factor, large white oval tubers, one of the most 
prol Ac and best flavoured main crops in cultivation 

lip- to- Unto. White Kidney, tubers large and 
finely fonu-sd, eyes shallow, heavy cropper, 
perfect cooking quality. 


Vegetable Seeds 


“A” Collection 
1 3 Choice Var. 

Cabbage Lettuce, 1.500 
Curled Parsley, 1,000 
Altrincham Carrot. 750 
Telegraph Cucumber. 2 
Snowball Turnip, 2,000 
Early Horn Carrot, 7" 


1/2 


Alisa Craig Onion, 300 


Poat Free. 

Student Parsnip, 750 
Spring Cabbage, 500 
Pink Celery. 2.500 
Long White Marrow, 12 
Crimson Globe Beet-, 200 
Lyon Lock, 400 


“ B” Allotment 
Collection. 

Cos Lettuce, 1,000 
White Celery. 2,500 
Broccoli. 350 
Keeping Onion, 300 
Leek, 400 
Turnip. 2,000 
Spinach, ) or. 

Red Cabbage, 500 
Bush Marrow 12 
Savoy, 500 
Cauliflower. 300 
Long while Marrow, 
White Turnip, 2,000 


2/3 


26 Varieties 
Poat Free. 

Parsnip 750 
Champion Onion, 300 
Tomat •, 50. 

Alisa Craig Onion, 300 
Beetroot, 200 
Carrot, 750 
Raddlsh, 1,000 
French Beans, 100 
Pickling Onion, 400 
Brussels Sprouts, 400 
Parsley. 1,000 
Mustard, l oz. 

Cress, 1 oz. 


Send your order to day. or write for Catalogue 
and C olour Chart of Sweet Peas, Vegetables, etc., 
Gratis and Post Free 

AIL SEE IIS IK PENNY PACKETS 

And in larger quantities as required. 



175b, Mill St., LIVERPOOL. 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
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GOOD SOUND MATERIAL AND WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED. SEND FOR CATALOGUE—FREE. 



Greenhouses, from 
£5 5s. 


8table and Coach _ . .. _____ 

K:«,» Barrow, 30,- = 10ft b 

Eitimatea for Every Description of Wood and Iron Building. Heating Apparatus, and Poultry Appliances, Free. We also 
undertuke repairs and alterations of or additions to existing houses or heating apparatus. 


Special Cheap 
Hardwood Carden 
Barrow, 30/- 


Guoumber Frames, 

1 light frame, 4ft. by 3ft , 32'6 „ . 

2 „ .. 6ft. by 4ft , 52 6 

3 „ „ 10ft. by 6ft., £5 2 V? r ' 


coo 


743, OLD KENT ROAD, LONDON, S. E. 


Portable Building's of every description, Poultry Appliances, Rustlo Houses, Greenhouses. Frames, Huts, Dwellings, Motor Houses, 8tables, Workshops, Offioss, &o. 


Burpee’s Seeds Grow 

THE truth of this famous slogan is proved by thousands of 
1 pleased and permanent customers. The Burpee Idea of 
Quality First,—combined with efficient service has built the 
World’s Greatest Mail-Order Seed Business. Burpee’s Annual, 
The Lending American Seed Catalog for 1917 is a 
bright new book of 204 pages, in colors, and a Safe Guide to 
Success in the garden. Mailed free. Write for it today 

W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO., Seed Growers 

Burpee Buildings, Philadelphia^ P*u, U. S. A, 


- GLASS._ 

8peclal Prloes for Oasli with Order In Hull. 

GLASS, 4/91 oz. 



25 years’Record Advertisement Rates. 


Boxes, 100 200 I 

sq. ft. sq. ft. | 

8 x 6iu.21-38- 

9 x 7in. 22 - 39 6 

10 x 8in. 27 6 50 - 

12,13.14J5x8in 29- 52- 
11,12,13,14 x 9in. 30- 53. 


Boxes, 100 200 

sq. ft. sq. ft. 

12.14.15.16.18, 

20.23.24 xi2in. f 326 ®7- 
16. 17. 18, 20 xY 
13in.L. : __ 

16.18. 20. 22, 24 f 3 * ' 59 “ 

x 14m. J 


12.13, H i lOin. 31 - 51- 20,22.24 x I5in" 4 
S;JUJ 1 ;u, •; 32 - «• 18.20, 22, 24 x 35/3 61 6 


IB.ItS.ZUXlUill. 4,0 fi | 16,11 I-- 

16,18.20 x 1 liu. J 32 6 87 ' I 20,22,21 x lSiti. 37/- 65'- 

P K « rc ,u 4 » ; low . 7/9; Jowt. 
DIAMONDS, 7 6 and 10/6 

611 h ' I 

GLASS COTTERS. 6 -w eel, 1 6 each. 1 

BEST MIXED PAINTS.—7-lb. levertins. White, 

O'- stone; ordinary colours, 46 pe stone t 

Sc TP. ROSS. LTD., 

^-■BURTON ST., HULL. Eatitb. 1843.^^™* 

RUSTIC POLES FOR CARDENS. 

BEST ENGLISH OAK, 12 ft.. 2-3 in. diam, 16; 
3-1 in.. 19. 

BIRCH AMD CHESTNUT. 12ft.. 2-3in. diam , 13 
3—I in.. 16. 

Short Enda, 6 - per 103 ft. Longer lengths if required. 
Illustrated Sheets of Perrjola *, Arches, Fences, free. 

W. WALTERS & CO., 

Amberley Works, Croydon, Surrey* 

LION CYCLES, £6 6s. Od. Cash, 

or 15/- with order an l monthly payments. 

Signed Guarantee for all time. 

Packed in crate free and carriage paid. 

Since 1005 I have advertised in this nanir, and have made 
and sold over 20.000 M ichines. NO EXTRAS: Limp, Bell, 
Pump, and everything included, Carriage paid. YOU 
CAN RIDK AND TEST THE MACHINE FOR 10 DAYS. 
IF YOU DO NOT APPROVE [ PAY ALL CARRIAGE. 

I have thousands of testimonials. Write to-day for copies 
and Cut ilogue, with il lust rations nnd full specification. — 
GEORGE BEATSON, “LION CYCLIC" WORKS. 85, 
MOSEI.KY STREET, BIRMINGHAM 

INTENSIVE CULTURE. 

Smith's Cloche* are just what you want for covering 
rows of early Pot^oes, Peas, etc. 

COMPLETE CLOCHES 

from 9d. foot run. Clips, otily 1/- do/.; 3 do/.., 2/9; 10.6 
gross, post free. Suitable sizes of glass from 1/6 doz. 

Send for List of Horticultural Glass. 

W. A. SMITH, 

Class Merchant. 117, Gt. Hampton St., BIRMINGHAM. 

POTTING SHED, Workshop, Tollhouse or Store. - 
New Span Roof Building, 12 ft. long, 8ft. wide, 5 ft. to eavc*. 

8 ft. to ridge, made of 2 in. framework, covered with tonguca 
and grooved boards, roof boarded and covered with felt, 
complete with door and window, and painted outside.' 
Stores price. £15 10s.; accept £10, carriage paid.—“ GAR¬ 
DEN KR/N^^avoy-street,_lajii(lc>n, W.C._ 

SHIELD FOR YOUR BOY AT THE 

FRONT.—Full particulars will be sent on receipt of a 
post card of the latest steel Shield for wearing under the 
tunic. A real life saver. Address - BRITISH & ALLIES 
SHIF.LD. 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields. London, W.C. 2. 

■DEADERS will oblige by mentioning Gar- 
-£v pekino Illustrated when answering advertise¬ 
ments. Business firms are always pleased t-o hear from our 
reader*. 1 
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Chatham. 

Solh A vywa, 1911 

Dear Sirs. 

Will you kindly send me 
a No. 2 Greenhouse Boiler to 
replace one of yours which has 
been in use for the past 25 

years. 

lour* faithfully, 

W. A H. 

Illustrated Price List Free. 

Thos.W. ROBINSON, ltd. 

Dennis Iron Works, 

STOURBRIDGE. 



Seale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


Line Advertisements.- Single insertions, 91. per 
line, minimum three lines (about twenty words Hll Lilts th*r, 
three lines, and nine words each additional liue) Fruit 
page, if guaranteed, Is. per line. No reduction for series. 

Terms for Display Advertisements. 10*. ter 
inch (reduction for series). 

Advertisers not having a regular account at the offic • 
must accompany their orders with remittance. Orders an l 
advertisement copy should be add reuse J — 

MANAGER, 

63, LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS, LONDON, W.C. 2. 


KILLS I 

INSECTS IN THE SOIL I 


Our Experience 
will help 


Write now:— 

V BOUNDARY CS , LTD., 
Oranmer St. Liverpool. 


£50 

/ for 
POTATO 
CR0WERS. 


Bounteous ^ " T 

w. .. . . . OPEN TO ALL I f Stoaw.on C*CMiCAt C*l»» ra Queer, Victoria S* lonooh 

Profitable * r . — 1 

Gardens ‘’“-S™ Aen cremationatGOLUer’sctReen.n.w., 

\iai UL115 B and WOKING.—Largo chapels, organ. Provision for 

^ ^ deposit of urns, and for monuments. Less costly than 

AV wriiBnnw * m burial. Descriptive booklet free on application to—LONDON 

X on „ u ,,„„ CREMATION CO.. 324. liegunt - street. W. Telegram*, 

BOUNDARY Cw , LTD., POTATO “Crematorium, London." Telephone. 1917 Gerrurd. 

S Oranmer st, Liverpool. f ponufcoo -: TTZ —: —-——- 

Bfa——■ ■ ——UKUwtiw, Please mention Gardening: Illustrated." 

If you are interested in this week’s 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is Id. weekly; or by post for three months, 1/8; six 
months, 3/3 ; twelve months, 6/6 ; for Abroad, 8/8. 

To Publisher or Newsagent :— 

Please deliver “Gardening Illustrated” weekly for which 1 
enclose _ 


Name_ 


Address (in full)_ 


(Mr.. Mrs., or Miss) 
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MB EXGLEHEART ON ROCKERIES. 

A tast master in the art of sneering, Mr. 
Englehenrt turns his wrath on the rockery, 
and plumes himself on not possessing one. 
As usually constructed and planted rock¬ 
eries deserve his si tire, but there is a better 
side to the question if we think of the 
good lesson of those well planted and 
formed with some regard to natural and 
artistic effect. I have crossed the Alps 
more than once and seen some of the flora 
of the mountains of N. America, and yet 
have much more enjoyed the beauty of 
alpine plants in gardens. In some hours 
of one day spent on the rock garden at 
Friar I’ark I have seen more of the beauty 
of alpdne and rock plants than on the most 
picturesque mountain journey. 

At Warley Place the rock garden is most 
suggestive of good work, and charming 
where it breaks away from the rocks 
into the turf near. Then, where men 
have been wise enough to get away from 
the piles of stones and plant on gently- 
raised banks with a stone showing 
modestly here and there the results have 
been very good, as in Mr. Fred Lubbock's 
garden in Kent and the late Mr. Kings- 
mill's at Harrow Weald. This is a way 
that may he carried out in ail soils and 
conditions, and often with a more artistic 
ti.e., right and natural) effect than in the 
piled-up rockery. Now all these lessons 
we learn from these and many other rock 
gardens are of great value for the future. 
All our islands have vast areas of moun¬ 
tain land with both the climate and the 
stone for the happiest effects of rocks and 
hest culture of alpine flowers, and where 
only good planting is needed. Many of 
these noble sites in our Islands are still 
without inhabitants, but it will not Ik> 
always so. Men will some day value them 
as much as the fertile valley with great 
gain for outdoor gardening, not only for 
rock and alpine flowers, but also for tile 
splendid shrubs of the Himnlaya, as 
is s<) well proved on the hills of Wicklow. 

A well-formed and planted rock garden 
is a revelation of exquisite flower beauty 
such as gardeners of past years had no 
idea of. It is no long time since we wore told 
I'y “authority” that alpine plants could 
not be cultivated in our lowland gardens, 
a statement now proved to tie an error. 
How we began in Loudon's days is well 
shown by the absurd drawings of rock- 
work in his books, and the dreadful at¬ 
tempts went on for many years, even 
public bodies like our county councils 
allowing heaps of spoiled bricks to lie 
piled up in their parks. Hence we see the 
great good that the^ITTh^well^jjc^will 


do, not merely in giving pleasure to us, 
but in offering to the young a new and 
fresh lesson as to the beauty of the alpine 
flora of the northern world. These lessons 
are all the more precious because the de¬ 
lightful work may be carried out in the 
open air, and helped, rather than hindered, 
hy our capricious and cold climate, offer¬ 
ing us means of enjoyment denied to the 
greater part of Central Europe, owing to 
the drying heats of summer. W. 


NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

Geum Rossi. —This appears to be a shy 
bloomer; at least, it has been so with me, 
and a number of friends have had the 
same experience. Fossibly a little in¬ 
formation about its growtli in its native 
lands might be helpful, but I cannot re¬ 
collect having seen anything relating to 
this. Although not invariably helpful, it 
Ls frequently valuable to know under what 
conditions a plant grows in its native 
country.—S. Arnott. 

Carpenteria californica.—I have no 
doubt that the plant which never flowered 
here was, as Mr. Hyde says, “ a rogue.” 
A gardener at Howth told me there were 
two distinct varieties—one flowered freely 
in his garden, and the other never flowered 
at all. All the plants of the non-flowering 
sort came from one nursery. The Carpen- 
tarias which flower so freely in a garden 
near St. Asaph have much smaller flowers 
than I have seen elsewhere.— E. Charles 
Buxto.v, Coed Done, Bettics-y-Coed. 

The Vernal Snowflake (Leucojum ver- 
nurn).—Among the bulbous flowers of 
spring which have made rapid progress 
since the frost went, the Vernal Snowflake 
is noteworthy. Not, of course, quite in 
bloom, the stems are, nevertheless, 4 inches 
in height and the I>ells are (March 1) show¬ 
ing white. The variety is L. vernum, var. 
Vngneri, and is slightly different from the 
type. I had not noticed the variation till 
my attention was directed to it a few 
years ago by Mr. Arnott, who identified it 
as L. vernum Vngneri, the earliest in these 
gardens.—W. MoG. 

Rose pruning in winter. I feel grateful 
for tlie note on this subject over the 
initial “ W.,” on page 113, because a day 
or two ago I was criticised for doing the 
same tiling. The chief objection of my 
critic was that the dormant eyes would 
push at an early dale, and, given a severe 
spring, the bushes would be crippled. My 
answer was that on one occasion, after 
pruning was done at the conventional time, 
and the shoots were well advanced, a late 
spring frost worked havoc. What was the 


result? Fresh growths were made which 
came away rapidly and without check, and 
tlie display of Hoses was one of the best 
for many years.— A Scottish Gardener. 

Crocuses. —The earliest Crocuses of the 
year in these gardens were observed on 
March 3rd. These are planted in Grass 
on either side of an avenue of ixdlarded 
Plane-trees, which divides the upper from 
tlie lower garden. In the same place are 
planted quantities of many varieties of 
Narcissi, the earliest of which will be in 
flower in a short time. These Narcissi, 
planted in irregular clumps, are very 
attractive, and maintain a display over a 
long season as one variety succeeds 
another.—W. McG., Balmac. 

Saxifraga Faldonside.— Tins is the best 
of all the early yellow Saxifrages. Until 
a few years ago it was very rare. The 
flowers are large and round, splendidly 
formed, soft, clear primrose-yellow, with 
the broad petals beautifully crimped at 
the edges. A few flowers are just be¬ 
ginning to open, and soon the plants will 
be literally covered witli blossom. It is 
happiest in gritty, limy soil, or a lime¬ 
stone moraine. Ail tlie Saxifrages are 
about a month later in flowering this year 
than they were in 1910.— Clarence 
Elliott, Stevenage . 

Cyclamen Cherry Ripe —This was given 
an Award of Merit by the Royal Horti¬ 
cultural Society on February 27th, when 
shown by Messrs. Stuart Low and Co. It 
is of the C. latifolium type and quite 
distinct in colour. Speculation was rife 
as to the colour, descriptions varying from 
carmine to eocliineal-red and deepest 
cerise, the last-named especially favoured 
of the ladles, the older blossoms showing 
more of it than the younger ones. In any 
case the new-comer can lay claim to an 
unusual brilliance, and for this, rather 
than any advance in any other direction, it 
claimed attention. 

Helleborus niger angustifolius.— With 
mo in normal seasons this variety of 
Christmas Rose commences to flower about 
the second week of January, but this year 
not a single flower had at that time opened, 
and, owing to tlie spell of severe weather 
of late January and February, the flower¬ 
beds made but little progress till 
February was on the wane. Those that 
lu.ve expanded have, however, been doubly 
welcome, being large and pure in colour. 
As a succession to the “major” form, 
which is usually reliable for the Christ¬ 
inas season and later, the above-named is 
most valuable. Indeed; the best of the 
group are II. ajtifolius, flowering in 
November and early December II. niger 
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major (Christmas Bose), aud the subject 
of tliis note. This statement Is in no sense 
intended to belittle the intermediates of 
the race—scoticus. Mine. Fourcade—often 
substituted for altifolius (maximus), 
though distinct in growth and flower, and 
even more so in the time of its flowering, 
and others, for all are welcome as much 
for the variety they afford as for their 
blossoms.—E. H. Je.nki.ns. 

Spring flowers.— During a visit to Sir 
C. D. Hope-Dunbar's gardens at St. Mary’s 
Isle on March 1st a flue display of the 
Winter Aconite was noted. Primroses, 
both white and yellow, were numerous, 
and, as is usual at St. Mary’s Isle, Snow¬ 
drops were in myriads. Narcissi were 
coming on rapidly. Mr. Hodgson, the gar¬ 
dener, tells mo that ill his opinion the 
Snowdrops are superior to those of 1910; 
with me, too, they are larger than last 
year, but the Winter Aconite will not lie 
In bloom for some time—the hulk of tills 
being planted in shrubberies with a north¬ 
easterly exposure, which makes the flowers 
late.—W. McGuefog, Balmae. 

War economy? —Visiting a friend re¬ 
cently, who is in charge of what has 
hitherto been considered an excellent gar¬ 
den, I was surprised and grieved to find 
that the Vines and Peach-trees had been 
uprooted. It, is not more than ten years 
since these were planted, and they were in 
excellent condition. The borders are 
planted with Potatoes and Lettuces. I 
leave it to those of impartial mind to 
judge whether this is economy. The value 
of these is trifling in respect of quantity, 
and the Vines, Peaches, and Nectarines, 
even without the aid of artificial heat, 
would have been much more valuable. 
Economy may run mad on occasion.—A 
Scottish Gardener. 

Autumn-sown Oats.— Sir Herbert Max¬ 
well is quite right in what he says about 
Black Tartary, Potato and Sandy Oats 
grown in his county, and Scotland, and the 
North of England. The greater part of 
the Oat crop in England and Scotland is 
sown in spring. Nevertheless, the edi¬ 
torial criticism (page 104) is true also, in 
so far ns the best quality is produced from 
autumn-sown or winter Oats, and it is a 
pity we do not get more of them. 'Die 
reason why more are not grown is because 
the work connected with the ingathering 
of crops during autumn, ploughing, and 
sowing of autumn Wheat makes it almost 
impossible to find time to sow' them. Oats, 
when sown in spring, are a greater success, 
ns a rule, than Wheat, which accounts for 
their being sown at that period of the 
year.—M. 

Cyclamen Count. —Mr. Arnott does well 
to direct attention to this (page 136), since 
few things are more easily grown or more 
accommodating. Disliking heavy, reten¬ 
tive soils, as a rule, it is at home in wood¬ 
land places, amid Ferns, on Grassy banks, 
or in sandy loam in rockwork or liorder. 
Appreciating calcareous soils, it is well to 
mix this or old mortar with the soil at 
planting time It should always be planted 
on a generous scale, since no early-flower¬ 
ing hardy plant presents a prettier picture 
when freely colonised. To this end it 
should he raised by the hundred from 
seeds, the seedlings flowering when a year 
or two old, much depending upon the 
treatment meted out to them. One way to 
distinguish the base from the crown in 
planting—it may not be infallible in every 
case—is that the former is usually some¬ 
what saucer-shaped in outline, the crown 
flatter by comparison. These Cyclamens 
are, however, on all fours with most 
bulbous-rooted subjects which, though 
planted upside down, will still send their 
root-fibres downwards, 
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Nicotiana Sanderaj in the greenhouse.— 

At the present time (March 1st) I have a 
batch of this fine Tobacco growing in 
0-inch pots. These plants were self-sown 
seedlings, and were lifted from a border 
in the open during late September. Being 
of some size when lifted, they were put 
straight into the flowering pots, and stood 
in a shaded place out-of-doors until they 
recovered from the cheek. Afterwards 
they were kept in a cold-frame till the early 
days of January, when they were trans¬ 
ferred to the greenhouse. They are now 
blooming freely, the rosy-purple blooms 
being very effective. I prefer them to 
those of Rehmannia angulata for the pur¬ 
pose indicated.—IV. McG. 

Saxifraga Burseriatta. — My earliest 
form of Saxifraga Burseriana is now in 
full flower in a cold frame, and in a few 
days Gloria will be out. The earlier form 
was frozen solill in the pots for many 
weeks, but snow on the frame-lights kept 
the sun off, so that the frozen buds and 
half-open flowers were quite unharmed, 
and now the several hundred plants, 
covered with large, glistening, white 
blossoms on scarlet stems, are a very 
beautiful sight. A single flowering plant 
in a blue and white bowl, with soil and a 
surfacing of stone chips, is a charming 
table ornament in the house, and lasts in 
perfection for a fortnight if kept away 
from the lire. The plant can be set out in 
the rock garden afterwards.— Clarence 
Elliott, Stevenage. 

Primula Juliae. — This comparatively 
new-eomcr from the Caucasus has proved 
absolutely hardy here in the open without 
protection. It is like a dwarf, creeping 
Primrose, with broad, glossy leaves and 
Primrose flowers of a rich claret colour on 
stems only an inch or so high. In winter 
the leaves die down, leaving a mat of 
creeping, fleshy rhizomes. A fortnight 
ago, during a few days’ respite between 
periods of terribly severe weather, I found 
blossoms of P. Julia; full out in the open 
air. They were small, but very welcome, 
and, I thought, wonderfully brave. Last 
year I crossed P. Juliie with pollen from 
various-coloured Primroses, blue aud crim¬ 
son, and obtained fertile seed. These 
were sown in a pan, and have been in a 
cool greenhouse all the winter, and five 
seedlings have now' made their appear¬ 
ance. This is interesting, but the interest 
will be even greater when, if all goes 
well, they flower next year. —Clarence 
Elliott, Stevenage. 

Prince Albert’s Yew (Saxegothma con- 
spicua).—A native of Chili, this was ori¬ 
ginally introduced for Messrs. Veitcli, of 
Exeter, by William Lobb in 1S19, and was 
described by Lindley as possessing peculi¬ 
arities which wight associate it with any 
one of live different genera, yet being quite 
distinct. Although the greater part of a 
century has elapsed since it iirst became 
known, it remains a genus with one repre¬ 
sentative, and still creates considerable 
interest amongst botanists. Unfortu¬ 
nately, it is not very hardy, and can only 
be grown successfully in the warmer parts 
of the country, two of the best-known ex¬ 
amples occurring in the gardens at Strete 
Raleigh, near Exeter. In habit it bears a 
close resemblance to a pendent-habited 
Yew, but it lias a less sdmbre appearance 
on account of the glaucous lines on the 
under surface of the leaves. It grows 
about 45 feet high in a few parts of the 
British Isles. Male and female flowers 
are borne on the same tree, but the fruits, 
which somewhat resemble those of the 
Juniper, are rarely produced here, riant 
in moist but fairly well-drained soil, in a 
position where the atmosphere is pure and 
moist and a fairly mild and equable tem¬ 
perature prevails—Devonshire, Cornwall, 


and Ireland being suitable places. It can 
be increased by cuttings inserted in rather 
light, sandy soil in a close frame in July. 
—D. 

Auricula Old Red Dusty Miller. —This is 
a very old garden plant. I have seen it in 
one or two cottage gardens, but nowhere 
else. A year or two ago I was given a 
good batch of roots, and considered them a 
great prize. It is a strong, healthy 
grower, and the leaves are more heavily 
coated with silver-meal than those of any 
variety 1 know. My plants are now push¬ 
ing into growth, with lovely dusted leaves 
as strong as those of young Cabbages. The 
flowers are of a beautiful warm, sunny 
wall flower-red, very freely produced, and 
wonderfully fragrant. A good bed of them 
scents the air on a warm day in early May 
for yards around. It would be interest¬ 
ing to know the history and origin of this 
good old English garden plant. Although 
it had almost dropped out of cultivation it 
must be a very old variety.— Clarence 
Elliott, Stevenage. 

Rhododendron prsecox. — Tide early- 
flowering sjiecies lias been exhibited some¬ 
what freely tins year both as pot-grown 
specimens and cut, the former demon¬ 
strating its value in fuller measure than 
the plants usually seen in flower in the 
garden. These latter very often are thin 
and not always well-llowered, and, when 
old, present a rather scraggy appearance. 
The ]>ot-grown examples referred to were 
not only more bushy and compact, and more 
abundantly flowered, but the blooms also 
were larger aud of good colour. Doubt¬ 
less youth played a part in the matter, 
and possibly pruning or pinching in the 
early .stages of the plant had been resorted 
to, to induce a dwarf, compact habit of 
growth. In any case a group of them 
claimed attention for the reasons named, 
while as a groundwork for dwarf I.ilies 
such plants would be ideal. In i>cut, leaf- 
mould, and loam in equal parts, with a 
cool bottom, the plant does very well, 
though, by reason of its early flowering, a 
l>ositioii sheltered from cutting winds 
should always ho chosen. 

Barren garden design.— Wrest Bark, 
Bedfordshire, now in the market, is a 
large house in the French chateau style, 
and with one of the most arid and stupidly- 
designed and planted gardens I have seen. 
An illustration of the garden was recently' 
in Country Life, and, seeing it, anyone who 
cares for a garden might judge of it; 
statues, flowerlcss hods, and spindle- 
shaped trees l>eing the main features. The 
Irish Juniper-trees look like black um¬ 
brellas with the handles in the ground. 
Hardy evergreens api>ear to be growing in 
tubs, but the trees, as I remember from a 
visit some years ago, grow in the ground 
and the wooden tub was built around the 
tree. The aim, no doubt, was to get the 
effect of plants in tubs at any cost. The 
tubs were, when I saw them, surfaced with 
Moss to conceal the hollowness of the in¬ 
side of the tul). It looks the sort of scene 
often described as an architectural gar¬ 
den, but, bad ns the state of our architec¬ 
ture is, one can hardly imagine it to be 
the work of an artist of any kind. It may 
be the work of a clerk trying to adapt 
some drawings of a Continental garden to 
wholly different conditions. Of the grace 
of shrub or flowering tree there is no 
trace. Of breadth, repose, verdure, or 
any of the things that should go to the 
forming of a living garden for summer or 
winter use there is no sign. There are 
many gardens in our islands on like 
stereotyped ideas, but it is not often one 
may speak frankly of them. It is to be 
hoped that whoever gets the place will 
make a living garden of a tine piece of 
ground.—IV. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

CARPENTARIA CALIFORNICA. 
Tnis beautiful shrub is hardy in southern 
districts, and when in- full bloom, as in 
the ca^e of a iwrt of a plant we figure 
from a photograph in Mrs. Chambers’ 
garden at Haslemere, is a beautiful sight. 
It will grow from 0 feet to 10 feet high, 
and has long, narrow, green leaves, and 
large, white, fragrant flowers in clusters. 
It is a near relative of the Mock Oranges, 
but far handsomer, and should be given 
light, warm soil. It can be increased from 
suckers, cuttings, or seeds. In those 


pure white petals, which in the case of a 
good specimen are so freely borne that 
the entire plant appears to be veiled with 
little clusters of white ribbon. This Loro- 
petalum may be grown altogether in pots 
and plunged outside during the summer 
months. Care must be taken that it is at 
that season well Supplied with water, 
while if it is not repotted it will be bene- 
fitted by an occasional weak stimulant.— 
K. R. W. ' _ 

THE AFTERMATH OF THE FROST. 
As two correspondents wish to have 
their feelings harrowed by accounts of 



Part of a plant of Carpentaria californica. 


gardens where it fails in the open air it 
deserves the protection of a greenhouse. 

T. 


Loropetalum chinense.— This is pretty 
when in bloom, but is not sufficiently hardy 
to bo of much value as an outdoor shrub, 
unless in specially favoured localities. 
This, however, does not prevent it being 
used for flowering under glass, as with 
greenhouse protection Its pretty and dis¬ 
tinct blossoms will be freely developed. 
It forms a twiggy bush of an evergreen 
nature, that produces its blossoms at the 
point of every shoot, 
tore of the flowers is 


t. The principal fea- 
stra^jappd, 


the winter’s ravage in our gardens, 1 
contribute the following statement of 
damage and loss, so far as can be ascer¬ 
tained at present. Deep snow, which 
covered the ground for nearly five weeks, 
protected in most cases the lower branches 
of shrubs and small trees, whilst the por¬ 
tions exposed were killed, as, for instance, 
three plants of Tricuspidaria lanceolata, 
Cistus in several varieties. Rhododendron 
Kingi, and Eucryphla eordifolia. Rhodo¬ 
dendron Falconer!, a large bush, received 
some little damage, whilst a smaller plant 
escaped harm. On a north wall two 
Lnpagerias have collapsed and two fine 


plants of Mitrarla coeclnea were cut down 
to the snow-line. On a south-west wall 
Carpentaria californica has suffered 
severely; also Callistemon speeiosus and 
Sollyu heterophylla. Mutisia deeurrens 
has emerged from the storms with a few 
living shoots. In the open a second plant 
of Carpentaria has perished; Pittosporum 
eugenioides and P. nigrescens have suffered 
irreparable damage; Desfontainea spinosa 
and Hooker! were both slightly cut at the 
top; Hakea eriantha, a fine plant, was 
killed outright. Two small specimens of 
Tricuspidaria dependens (true) escaped in¬ 
jury under the snow, save a little bleach¬ 
ing of the leaves, together with Feijoa 
Sellowiana, which latter plant, however, 
has resented the later frost of March 8tli 
(12 degs.). Viburnum coriaceum, Hyperi¬ 
cum balearicum, and Acacia melanoxylon 
(?) have badly-scorched foliage. Fablana 
Imbricata has a sickly appearance, and 
Buddleia Colville! has lost all its leaves. 
Unfortunately, I have not yet been able to 
ascertain the lowest degree of frost regis¬ 
tered here this winter.— T. A. Hyde, 
Avonwick t S. Devon . 

• -The Eseallonias, old - fashioned 

shrubs never before injured, are iu a sorry 
condition. Some fine old bushes of 
Menziesia polifolia, nearly a yard across, 
appear to be completely killed. Many of 
the hardiest Ericas have suffered consider¬ 
ably. Berberis Darwini is browned where 
the wind caught it (and it was the wind 
that did far more, damage than the frost, 
though it registered 2G degs. one night), 
yet a Desfontainea spinosa close by is, to 
all appearance, untouched. It is curious 
also to note that, while the native Gorse is 
completely withered, Genista hispanica, 
which grows In company with it, looks as 
well as usual. Saddest sight of all, per¬ 
haps, though it is hard to make compari¬ 
sons, is an Arbutus Unedo, a 12 feet high 
tree, which, even though it may recover 
on cutting back, will never regain its old 
grace of outline. I have known this dis¬ 
trict for over thirty years and cannot re¬ 
member ever having seen an Arbutus 
damaged in this way. Hypericum culy- 
cinnm is brown and shrivelled stem and 
leaf. It will probably start from the 
root, being a weed, and Olearia Haasti, 
which we could so easily have spared, is 
perfectly happy. Ohoisya ternata Is as 
fresh as ever, yet the hardy Cotoneaster 
microphylla is as brown and ugly as an 
old door mat. A new roelc garden is a 
mortuary, the “remains” being identified 
only by an array of little white pegs. 
Thymes and Flatuses seem to have fared 
the worst, and some large masses of Litho- 
spermums (never before affected here) are 
beyond the regions of hope. Whether a 
hold clump of Romncya will recover and 
a ten-year-old Diplacus glutinosus start 
again time can only tell. The New Zea¬ 
land Veronicas have been uprooted and 
thrown away, and a Carpentaria eali- 
fornica, a melancholy object, will probably 
share the same fate. A nice bit of old wall 
covered with Aubrietias, Arabis, various 
Accenas, Erinus alpinus, and other things 
is as if singed by fire. There is no 
end to the disasters, and to-day that 
cutting, killing S.E. wind is back again, 
snow threatening in a gloomy sky, and 
there were 22 (legs, of frost last night 
(March 8th).—A. T. J., North Wales. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Vitis inconstans. —I have had much the 
same experience as “A Scottish Gar¬ 
dener,” page 132, with this climber. 
Planted against the front of the house, it 
rapidly mounted upward, and quickly 
reached the eaves. After that, trouble 
soon began, for, in addition to choking 
up the gutters and water-pipes,, the slender 
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shoots made their way under the slates. 
As soon as they became established there, 
these shoots thickened out, and in many 
cases forced the slates from their original 
position. This allowed water to pene¬ 
trate, and trouble soon began. I sent a 
note at the time to Gardening Illustrated 
calling attention to the danger. Since 
then several instances of the mischief 
wrought by this climber have come under 
my notice, and, ns a result, it has been 
banished from some houses, while in others 
its powers for mischief have been consider¬ 
ably curtailed. When grown in rich com¬ 
post the leaves are coarse compared with 
those from plants in poorer soil.—W. T. 

Calophaca wolgarica.— This interesting 
and rare shrub from south-eastern Russia, 
though introduced as long ago ns 1750, is 
apparently found in very few' gardens in 
the British Isles. Belonging to the Pea 
family, it forms in this country a rather 
loose-habited shrub 3 feet or 4 feet high, 
with small leaves divided into a number 
of tiny leaflets. The flowers, each about 
two-thirds the size of those of the common 
Broom, are yellow and produced during 
early summer several together in racemes 
from the leaf-axils of the present year’s 
wood. It is a sun-loving plant and a good 


Asperula Guss 


subject for the upper parts of a rock gar¬ 
den, where its branches can grow over 
large stones. It may also be used for 
clothing sunny banks. Unfortunately, it 
is rather difficult to raise young plants 
from seeds, for, although seeds vegetate 
readily, the young plants appear to have 
a difficulty in getting over the first two or 
three years. Once they pass the third 
year, however, they arc usually safe, and 
such plants are more satisfactory than 
those grafted on Laburnum or Caragana 
stocks, particularly when Avorked on stems 
several feet high. Plant in well-drained 
loamy soil. Once a plant has got over its 
infancy it can be left alone.—D. 

Jasminum officinale_“ D.,” in his 

notes on “ The Hardy Jasmines,” page 132. 
does not mention that there are two quite 
distinct forms of this. One is the typical 
Jasminum officinale, which is to my mind 
the better, although I am aware that all 
readers do not agree with this. The other 
is its variety affine, which lias by' some 
been assigned specific rank. The common 
kind is too well known to need any de¬ 
scription, hence it will lie sufficient to give 
the joints in which the variety affine dif¬ 
fers therefrom. It (.1. affine) is of stronger 
growth, while the individual flowers are 
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larger, and with a purplish tinge on the 
exterior, more pronounced in the bud state 
than when fully expanded. The young 
leaves and the growing points of the shoots 
are tinged with red, a feature which is 
wanting in the common kind. The per¬ 
fume of J. affine is, I think, less pleasing 
than that of the other, but this, perhaps, 
may be my fancy. At. all events, J. affine 
is more frequently grown than it was, espe¬ 
cially in suburban gardens. This may to 
a certain extent be accounted for by the 
fact that it is of more rapid growth dur¬ 
ing its earlier stages, and consequently it 
attains a saleable size in less time than 
its older relative. Jasminum primulinum, 
as mentioned by “ D.,” is, generally speak¬ 
ing, a disappointment in this country.— 
K. R. W._ 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

ROCK, ALPINE, BOO, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

WOODRUFFS (ASPERULA). 
AsrEituLA Gussoni, sometimes called 
Asperula nltida, Is, perhaps, the best and 
most generally satisfactory species for the 


i in tlia rock garden. 


rock garden. The plant forms neat, com¬ 
pact, and very attractive cushions of dark 
green, Moss-like foliage, which are thickly 
studded in June with almost stemless 
heads of small, waxy trumpet-flowers of 
delicate clear shell-pink. The well-grown 
plants in the accompanying picture appeal 
to be 5 inches or 0 inches across, and that 
is about as much as they ever reach, 
though old plants in very favourable con¬ 
ditions may sometimes grow even larger 
than this. The illustration gives a very 
good idea of this attractive little plant, 
and at the same time shows one very good 
way of growing it, viz., in a narrow 
crevice between large stones. The tufts 
lie out, sunning themselves on the lower 
stone, which forms a sort of shelf, whilst 
the other rocks which go to form the 
crevice rise wall-like behind. The roots 
run down between the rocks into a good 
depth of free, gritty loam. Asperula 
Gussoni is not particular as to soil. Any 
sound, well-drained loam, not too heavy, 
seems to suit it, and with me it also de¬ 
lights in limestone moraine. Big rocks 
are not essential to its culture, but rocks 
nrranged as in the illustration, make an 
excellent setting for the plant, and at the 
same time protect it from invasion by 


rampant neighbours. It is a native of 
Sicily, and a lover of sunshine. 

Asperula uirta is a trifle taller than 
A. Gussoni, and not nearly so compact in 
habit. The stems and soft, narrow leaves 
are thinly clothed with soft, silky fur, the 
plant, only 1 inch or 2 inches high, being 
very attractive when every stem is Sapped 
in June with a head of tiny, waxy, white 
trumpets. It is just as easy to grow as 
A. Gussoni, and very nearly as pretty. It 
is a sun lover for any light loam or 
moraine. A good deal rarer, and much 
more difficult to manage, is 

AsrERULA suberosa. The whole plant 
is clothed in silky fluff, and every delicate 
3-inch stem carries a head of tiny, soft, 
pink trumpets. It is a dainty and ex¬ 
quisite plant, well worth taking a good 
deal of pains to grow. It must have good 
drainage, and it should have free, gritty 
loam, with a top-dressing of broken stone 
chips, and is essentially a sun lover. It 
is a curious fact that plants which wear 
fur are invariably lovers of the sunniest, 
hottest places one can find for them in the 
garden. The rock crevice shown in the 
illustration would be an ideal home for A. 
suberosa. These three species are best in¬ 
creased by careful division. A' very 
charming Woodruff is the native 

Asperula odohata, but it is not a plant 
for the rock garden. It is too invasive; 
it grabs territory and then has to he 
treated like any Hun. It is a plant for 
half-wild and out-of-the-way corners. It 
will run wild, and is very pretty in hedge 
bottoms, or in' half-open woodland, or in 
the shrubbery. It does not insist on a 
place in the sun. In fact, it is better con¬ 
tented in partial or even full shade. I 
need not describe the common Sweet 
Woodruff. Everybody knows its whorls 
of rough, green leaves and heads of small 
white flowers in May and June. If the 
plant is gathered and dried it has a de¬ 
licious smell of new-mown hay, which it 
retains or, rather, continues to give off for 
years. It may be placed among linen and 
clothes to give them fragrance, as doA 
I.avender, but it. has the added virtue of 
keeping out insects. At least, so it is said. 
I have never experimented in this direc¬ 
tion, and should be interested to learn for 
certain whether this is so or not. 

Asperula hexaphylla is a herbaceous 
plant for the border, growing 2 feet to 
3 feet high, with much-branched stems and 
a cloud of feathery, white flowers, much 
hke those of Gypsophila paniculata, but 
flowering several weeks earlier. It was 
very pretty here last summer, and I 
thought it was going to be a valuable cut 
flower until I brought a bunch of it into 
my oflice to test its lasting qualities. Next 
morning the office was filled with a heavy 
and sickening odour upon whose quality it 
would be indelicate to particularise. This 
is a great pity, for in habit and grace 
Asperula hexaphylla is a better plant than 
Gypsophila, and it lasts as well, or 1 letter, 
in water, but until it can learn manners 
in tiie house it must remain in the oiien 
air. Clarence Elliott. 

Stevenage. 


Road parings—a warning. —In former years 
when the roadsides were being given their 
annual trimming it was possible to collect 
cartloads of these parings. The material made 
a fine basis for a compost heap, which was 
valuable in many ways, especially for veget¬ 
able quarters. A word of warning as to the 
use of present-day road paringB may not be 
out of plaee. The new method of treating the 
country roads with tar, combined with the 
drippings of petrol from innumerable motor¬ 
cars, has turned the once valuable substance 
into a poisonous mess. This is to be regretted, 
but it is one of those things which cannot be 
helped.— A Scorrisn Hardener. 
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OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

HARDY PLANT SEEDLINGS. 
Altiiocc.ii many old plants of Antirrhinum 
have succumbed to the severe weather, the 
ground around is getting fairly covered 
with batches of seedlings, the folinge show¬ 
ing many .shades of colour from light 
green to a deep purple, so there will be no 
difficulty in keeping up the stock of this 
interesting and useful flower; Indeed, 
when once a good strain Is acquired it is 
advisable to keep a few seedlings each 
year, as by this moans interesting novel¬ 
ties are often acquired. In some families 
these seedlings are produced very freely 
and in considerable variety; in others. 


plants is only admissible when good varie¬ 
ties are grown. The above remarks, in a 
general sense, apply also to hardy annuals, 
as Cornflowers, and semi-hardy, ns Nastur¬ 
tiums, all of which will furnish interesting 
novelties from self-sown seed if care is 
taken in the selection of the plants. 

Hardicick. E. B. S. 


CLEMATIS SIEBOLDI. 

This is a variety of C. florida, a Chinese 
species which gives its name to a group of 
varieties and hybrids characterised by 
their early flowering. The various sorts 
included in the C. florida group may be 
deciduous or sub-evergreen, according to 
the variety and the severity of the winter, 


Clematis Sicboldi. 


somewhat sparingly, and with nothing 
very distinct from the parent except a 
slight variation in the ground shade and 
in the markings, the latter characteristics 
being specially noticeable in the case of 
I'entstcmon lmrbatus. The better-known 
members of the Pentstemon family, 
together with Starworts and Antirrhi¬ 
nums, are among the most prolific of the 
hardy plants in furnishing such seedlings, 
and in cases where it is thought a slightly 
Isolated plant may provide something both 
new and good, it is advisable before the 
seed is likely to drop to slightly loosen the 
soil round the plant, at the same time 
keeping it on the moist side, so that when 
the seed drops it will germinate quickly. 
Of course, this way of obtaining new 


vny or obtaining nc 

Google 


reason of this distinct colouring it has 
been called bicolor, a name which some 
authorities consider the correct one, 
although Sieboldl appears to be the ac¬ 
cepted name in the trade. Plant in good 
loamy soil in a position where the roots 
and base of the stem are shaded from hot 
sun, but where the branches can ascend 
and obtain full sunlight. D. 


for those that retain their leaves one year 
may lose them the following winter if the 
weather is severe. They grow quite 
12 feet high and arc excellent subjects for 
planting at the base of a small-growing 
tree over which they can ramble at will. 
They are also useful for clothing arbours 
or pergolas, and are seen to better ad¬ 
vantage in such positions than when nailed 
to a wall. As a rule, the flowers are pro¬ 
duced in .Tune and early July, and upon no 
account must varieties of this group lie 
pruned in February, as is usual with the 
lanuginosa and Jackman! varieties; in 
fact, it is advisable to leave them un¬ 
pruned. In the variety under notice the 
flowers are usually semi-double, the centre 
purple and the outer parts white. By 


THE ITALIAN STARWORTS 
(Asteb ahellus). 

These,- by reason of a dwarf habit of 
growth and freedom of flowering, are 
eminently fitted for filling large beds or 
massing on a generous scale. During re¬ 
cent years the group has been improved— 
more particularly, perhaps, by the addi¬ 
tion of new shades of colour. Viewed from 
the standpoint of garden effect, it is diffi¬ 
cult to soe how some of the modern varie¬ 
ties of the race show any advance upon 
tlie older sorts. They are distinct, it is 
true, and in some instances carry flower- 
heads much larger than those that were 
cultivated nearly fifty years ago. But 
with these have not come greater refine¬ 
ment—rather the reverse—hor has their 
coming added a wider sphere of useful ness 
to the group as a whole. In saying this 
one has in mind the rich effect of the 
typical kind and its variety, bessarabicus, 
both as effective in the garden as of yore 
and equal to the best of the newer sorts of 
to-day. Tlie most useful additions to the 
group, so far as I know them, are to be 
found in Perry’s Favourite (rose-pink), 
Iieaute Parfaite, Framfield, Ultramarine, 
and nibellus. These are not only note¬ 
worthy colour additions; some of them— 
tlie last-named, for example—have a 
siiecial value by reason of late flowering. 
This, to my mind, makes for progress— 
certainly utility. Notwithstanding that 
Asters (Michaelmas Daisies) are plentiful 
enough and in considerable variety over 
an extended season, those that are do not 
really come into competition with those 
now under review. So distinct, indeed, 
are these Italian Starworts from all others 
of the race that, whether as easily grown 
subjects, their branching habit, dwarfness, 
freedom of flowering, self-supporting 
character or effect in the garden, they are 
quite alone, well meriting special treat¬ 
ment. One often sees them grouped in 
dozens or so in herbaceous borders, or 
occasionally in beds alone, but these fail 
to give an adequate idea of the plant. 
Mention of colour variations of the plant 
reminds one of a chat with the late Amos 
Perry on the subject some years ago, and 
his desire to get a seedling white-flowered 
variety. Equally probable, too, that it 
might appear as a sport, though, so far ns 
I am aware, sports in these plants are not 
common. Should it occur it would be wel¬ 
comed by all hardy plantsmen, and if 
really white, would become popular not 
only with lovers of hardy plants, but with 
the florists as well. As regards 
Culture, this group of Starworts pre¬ 
sents few difficulties. Not altogether 
happy in cold, heavy, clay soils, they take 
kindly to all classes of light, sandy, and 
medium loams, soil warmth and good 
drainage meaning much to the plant. In 
the lightest soils it is best if biennially 
divided and the soil given a generous ap¬ 
plication of cow-manure low down in the 
soil. The plants are easily divided, owing 
to the free increase of basal growth. 
These are not rhizomatons, nor is there 
any weedy root-spread. On the contrary, 
tlie root-stock is compact, soon becoming 
congested, and because of it the plant is 
benefited by periodical division. Gener¬ 
ally speaking,* the plants, with the soil 
shaken away, can be pulled asunder quite 
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ROOM AND WINDOW. 

EARLY FLOWEItS IN 1017. 

This is the latest and poorest season m 
have ever had so far. Daffodils that 
usually appear about the end of February 
were earth-bound, aud these few Snow¬ 
drops, Winter Aconite, and hybrid Heath, 
shown in the illustration, were all we 
could gather towards the end of that 


INDOOR PLANTS. 

POIN SETTIAS. 

Will you please be eo good as to tell me what 
to do with plants that flowered last winter and 
will be required for next? I can find nothing 
about them in Gardening Illustrated.—B. C. 

[We take it you have kept your plants 
since they flowered, dry and in a tempera¬ 
ture of from 50 dogs, to 00 clegs. You can 


too much moisture is given the cuttings 
are very liable to damp off. Directly 
they are rooted, the cuttings must be re¬ 
moved from the case and Inured to the 
ordinary temperature of the house In 
which they have been struck. The stock 
plants will continue to produce cuttings, 
which may be put in as late as July. 
These will form neat plants to flower in 
5-inch pots, whereas those struck earlier 
may he first shifted into pots 4} Inches in 


Winter bloom in Japanese bronze. 


month. To lie fair, however, the Portu¬ 
guese Heath showed its welcome buds all 
through the frost. The Bnyoune Daffodil, 
often good at the end of January, Is not 
yet in flower. XV. 

Index and Blndlns Cases for completed 
Volume. The Index to Volume .VA'A’ I I 11 oj Garden- 
rco Illustrated m now ready fprice 3d., post free S\dJ. 
Tie Binding Case for the same volume is also available 
fprice Is 6d ., by post Is. 9dJ. The Index and Binding 
('ate can he obtained from an>j newsagent, or from the 
Publisher, 63 , Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. If 
ordered together, the price of the Index and Binding Case is 
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now remove them into a propagating-pit 
or a house with a slightly higher tem¬ 
perature than given above, where, if 
watered, they will Soon start into growth, 
and when the young shoots are about 
I inches long they make the best of cut¬ 
tings. Remove the cuttings with a heel 
and insert singly into small, well-drained 
pols in a mixture of peat, loam, and sand. 
Stand in a propagnting-frame, where a 
temperature of from 70 degs. to SO degs. 
can be kept up. Water when first put in, 
but be careful with the water-pot, as if 


diameter, and given another move later on 
into G-ineh pots. By midsummer the best 
place lor these Poiusettlas is a frame in a 
fairly sheltered spot, plenty of air being 
given in order to encourage ns sturdy a 
growth as possible. Ou sunny days they 
may be freely syringed at from four 
o’clock to six o'clock, according to posi¬ 
tion, and the frame shut up close. Be 
particularly careful to keep them closed 
on cold, draughty, sunless days, as they 
are quickly affected by a check of this 
kind. Suitable soil for Poinsettias is good 
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turfy loam two |>arts and leaf-mould one 
part, with a liberal dash of rough sand. 
As the pots get full of roots, weak liquid- 
manure will be of great service. By the 
middle of September, or even earlier in 
some localities, a little fire-lieat will be 
needed, otherwise many leaves will drop. 
When taken indoors keep as near the 
glass as possible. Over-watering is par¬ 
ticularly injurious to the Poinsettia in 
all stages, hence it must be especially 
guarded against.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 
Malmaison Carnations.— Is there any set j 
f cr Malmaison Carnations to flower, or 
can their time of blooming be arranged by 
the time of taking the cuttings, potting, etc., 
and thus have flowers, say. all the year round, 
if required?—J. M. 

[The usual season for Malms ison Carna¬ 
tions to flower is from May onwards, 
through the greater part of the summer. 
Old plants that have been potted on will, 
generally speaking, bloom earlier than 
those layered during the preceding 
autumn. This section of Carnations must 
not be kept too warm during the winter, 
otherwise failure will be the result. Such 
being the case, anything approaching forc¬ 
ing must be avoided, hence they cannot 
be had in bloom all the year round. By 
keeping the most backward as cool as pos¬ 
sible their flowering season might be some¬ 
what extended, but it must be borne In 
mind that the Malmnison Carnation is 
very particular In its cultural require¬ 
ments.] 

Asparagus tenuisslmus.— The plumose 
forms of Asparagus most generally grown 
are plumosus and its variety nanus, but 
A. tenuisslmus deserves more general ap¬ 
preciation. In this the branches are not 
arranged in a flattened frond-like manner, 
as in A. plumosus nanus, but are more in 
the way of some individuals of A. plumo¬ 
sus itself. The variety tenuisslmus Is, 
however, far more slender in all its parts 
than the typical A. plumosus. It is of 
climbing habit, and is seen to best ad¬ 
vantage when trained to the rafter of a 
small structure. It can be readily struck 
from cuttings of the young shoots if they 
are put into sandy soil and placed in a 
close propagating case. Neat little plants 
that are useful for decoration may be ob¬ 
tained by putting four or five cuttings 
around the edge of a ,‘1-inch pot, and will 
then soon form masses of delicate greenery. 
They will remain In this state for some 
time, but when strong slioots are pushed 
up from the base they mount upwards 
quickly.—K. K. W. 

Croton Duke ot Portland. - Recently I noted 
in a neighbouring garden a very fine Croton 
in Duke of Portland. Of a fine, bold habit, 
the foliage being remarkably well coloured, 
the variety is of much merit. Although the 
piece in question was of eome size, it appeared 
to be in excellent health in a pot 8 incliee in 
diameter, and I was informed it had not been 
repotted for three years, regular applications 
of weak liquid-manure being afforded. The 
variety is a hybrid, and. by reason of its tri- 
lobed foliage, with a yellow centre and 
greenish border, I should think C. Thomsoni 
was one of its parents.— Kibk. 

Dracpena Alex. Laing. —In the dull months 
brightly-coloured foliage is always welcome in 
the stove. This can he supplied by certain of 
the Dracaenas, notably D. Alex. Laing. The 
leaves of this variety are narrow and droop¬ 
ing, in colour a bright red. It is quite a dis¬ 
tinct Dracaena, and useful pieces can be grown 
in 4-inch or 5-inch pots. 

Adiantnm Parleyense Glory of Noordrecht. 
—Lately I saw what is quite a distinct variety 
of the well-known A. Parleyense, and which 
has been named Glory of Noordrecht. It pos¬ 
sesses all the grace and beauty of the type; 
but it is more upright in habit, and succeeds, 
so I was told, in a cooler house than A. Far- 
leyense requiree. d^iBK 
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FRUIT. 

DOUBTS AS TO SPRAYING 
FRUIT-TREES. 

It is annoying to a render who cares for 
evidence, to meet, In a ceaseless round, 
statements like the following :—“ Winter 
spraying with a caustic wash is the first 
oiieration, and one of the most Important, 
towards securing a full harvest of perfect 
fruit ” without any backing whatever of 
actual proof. When some respoiisible 
authority gives me the figures as to the 
number of trees be lias sprayed, the num¬ 
ber left unsprayed, and the resulting har¬ 
vest of fruit on each, not forgetting the 
cost of spraying, and its after-effects in 
other ways—then I shall give time to the 
consideration of these over abundant state¬ 
ments, instead of waste-paper-basketing 
them. An old friend of mine, now the 
owner and manager of large orchards 
“ somewhere in America,” told me eome 
while ago that American orchardists are 
reconsidering this whole business of spray¬ 
ing. They are discovering serious injury 
to the trees as the result of continuous 
spraying over a sequence of years. And it 
does not take a very great intellect to see 
that the continuous pumping of corrosive 
liquids on to living tissues might be 
dangerous. 

It pleases the average not deeply en¬ 
quiring mind to see a collection of trees 
rendered beautifully shiny and spick and 
span after the oiieration. We English like 
cleanliness for its own sake, and there is 
an end of it. I, too, have been in the 
fashion, long ago; polishing up an acre of 
trees, my cherished model Apple orchard, 
with winter wash, summer wash, and 
everything fashionable and expensive, but 
I have been unable to detect any corre¬ 
sponding benefit whatever. I was one of 
the audience at the Royal Horticultural 
Society’s Congress of Spraying, and came 
away with the dismal doubt, shared by 
several to whom I spoke, whether we had 
learned anything at all of really practical 
value. One statement was made by one 
of tbe lecturers, a negative statement, 
which can be proved by anyone, as I have 
proved it, viz., that no spraying fluid will 
kill moths’ eggs which is not strong enough 
to injure the tree. I have steeped a twig 
covered with the lackoy-moth's eggs in a 
solution of double the strength used for 
spraying, and hatched them out after¬ 
wards. This fact alone knocks the bottom 
out of half the assertions as to the efficacy 
of spraying! As to lichen and Moss, it is 
my experience that healthy, well-fed trees 
rid themselves of these winter growths 
when the sap rises and the sun shines. 
Even if spraying had all the virtues that 
are claimed but not proved for it, how am 
I to apply it to my great standard trees, 
of which I have a number, without a 
spraying outfit the cost of which would 
swallow up the value of the fruit for 
several seasons?—G. II. Engleheart in 
The Garden. 


POT FIGS. 

These will now not only be growing more 
freely, hut showing greater root activity, 
which should be taken advantage of to 
give a further top-dressing. Stopping 
having already been done to induce tbe 
fruits to swell the more quickly and en¬ 
courage tlie trees to produce a second crop, 
nothing much beyond routine matters in 
the way of syringing and watering re¬ 
main to be done until the fruits have 
passed through the critical stage, when to 
all appearances they are at a standstill. 
When the eyes of the fruits are observed 
to he slightly oi>en, direct syringing must 
for the time cease, as if water enters the 


orifices, decay sets in aud the fruits fall. 
After the latter close up, which, in other 
wonls, means that the setting is complete, 
the syringing may be resumed. A good 
mulching, consisting of equal parts loam 
and horse or sheep droppings, should then 
be applied, and liquid stimulants given 
whenever water is required. After this 
stage is passed the fruits swell rapidly, 
and if circumstances permit, a higher tem¬ 
perature, both by day and night, may be 
maintained. 

Trees planted out require much tiie same 
treatment, only greater care must bo exer¬ 
cised in regard to root watering, as the 
evaporation of moisture from the borders 
under existing weather conditions is not 
very rapid. If the trees ore inclined to 
make more growth than is needed, do not 
hesitate to dispense with the surplus, re¬ 
moving the weakest and where they are 
likely to become crowded. If stopjied at 
the fifth or sixth leaf, such growths as 
are not reserved for fruiting next season 
will now be producing a good show for a 
second crop of fruit. When properly 
managed, this crop far exceeds the first 
one in regard to quantity, and maturing 
under much more favourable conditions 
tlie fruits when ripe are always very 
luscious. 


Crowded Peach-trees.— In many gardens 
the wood is left far too thick, and now is 
the time to remedy the evil. Many err in 
leaving too much old wood and too much 
growth for tlie allotted space. Rather err 
on tlie side of thin trees than crowded 
growth, ns one can easily lay in new wood 
where space is left to do so. Again, many 
shorten all new growths. This is wTong, 
as to shorten them in all cases causes the 
fruits to set, but there will be no shoot 
beyond tlie fruit to jierfect the same, with 
the result that the shoot in the end must 
be cut back or the trees are disfigured. 
In many cases it is wise to leave healthy 
shoots fail length, ns at the points there 
is a wood growth, laying in these from the 
base next season. Free extension of young 
trees whenever practicable is tbe best. It 
is far better to let tlie tree cover a larger 
space than cut back the leading branches. 
In these days, when young trees must lie 
fruited early, there is no gain once tlie 
tree is formed in cutting back; far better 
extend and mature the growths. Grow 
thinly from the start, and by this means 
secure larger and better quality fruit. 

Storing Apples.— I was much interested 
in the notes on this subject by Mr. II. 
Hendricks and Mr. J. Crook in Gardening 
Illustrated. Mr. Crook’s experience re¬ 
minds me of that of a gardener who had 
very primitive moans for storing his 
Apples. He certainly had to put up with 
cramiied accommodation and shelves very 
close together in an old, low shed, but his 
Apples kept sound till quite late in the 
season. Many years ago I found a few 
Apples of a late variety under some leaves 
in a gully on one side of the orchard, 
where they had remained since falling off 
tlie trees. It was early summer, but tlie 
fruits were quite plump and sound, and, 
of course, covered with moisture when 
found. Since that time I have tried stor¬ 
ing Apples under freshly-fallen leaves, and 
with success in the case of late sorts. 
They were placed in a narrow ridge, 
about 1 foot high, and covered with leaves 
sufficient to exclude frost, but not in bulk 
to cause any heating, the position being a 
dry bank in a nnturallv cool place.— 
G. G. B. 

Late Pig-house.—This, like tile Into Peach- 
liouse. should be kept cool and well ventilated 
as but one crop of fruit will be taken from 
the trees. So far. these trees promise well, 
the young slioots being studded with fruit in 
on embryo stage. 
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than on cold, lieuvy soils. I prefer to 
wait rather than sow in wet, cold soil. 
Many of the failures with Carrots are due 
to too early sowing. When sown early the 
growth is so slow that slugs often destroy 
it. Another crop that often fails is Beet¬ 
root. I believe this arises from being 
sown too early. The same may be said of 
Vegetable Marrows. Runner and dwarf 
Beans suffer more than most crops. Early 
in May last year a neighbour sowed 
Runners In an open field where the soil 
was cold, but not one in a dozen came up. 
Seed from the same bag sown about May 
15th all came up. Cultivators must he 
guided bv the soil, etc., they have to deal 
with.—J. C. F. C. 

Potatoes on Gorse land.— It may be 

taken as a general rule that land which 
will grow Corse will also grow good Pota¬ 
toes. At any rate, that statement holds 
good in this part of the country, and 1 
have tested it several times, to my satis¬ 
faction. Much of the Gorse land here is 
doubtless thin, t.e., overlying shale or sand, 
and it generally has a sunny aspect. But 
it is not too thin for such a heat-loving 
plant as the Potato, more especially the 
early varieties, which prefer land that 
most quickly absorbs the heat of the 
spring sun as the above will do. There is 
also a naturally heavy deposit of leaf- 
mould upon old beds of Gorse, and I am 
inclined to think, from observations made 
in tlie use of this vegetable mould, that 
the latter liossesses more feeding matter 
than most leaf-soils. It is Invariably 
friable (short), warm, and sweet. As 
much may be said on behalf of those warm 
slopes favoured by naturally-sown planta¬ 
tions of sapling Oaks, which often, by the 
way, have Gorse for company. One of the 
finest crops of Potatoes I ever grew was 
produced last year on red shnley loam 
that was covered, up to a few weeks be¬ 
fore planting, with young Oaks and Gorse. 
The Potatoes (Eclijisc) were not only ab¬ 
normally abundant, but beautifully clean 
In the skin, nnd though no liming was 
done, nor other precautions taken, there 
was not a trace of wireworm or other 
jests. At tlie present moment the ground 
is occupied by spring Cabbage, and tliey 
are forward and in first-rate condition. 
The only manure given to tlie Latter con¬ 
sisted of a mixture of poultry manure and 
leaves. Tlie above may serve as a hint to 
those who are turning their attention to 
new land for Potato-growing, nnd it sug¬ 
gests a possible use for many acres now 
considered waste land.—A. T. Johnson, 
N. Wales. 

Dwarf Peas.— Dwarf Marrowfat Peas 
are very productive, take up much less 
room thau the taller ones, and do not need 
much support to keep them clear of tlie 
ground. Manj- claim they can be grown 
without sticks or other support, but I am 
of opinion they well repay staking, what¬ 
ever the state of the weather may be. I 
have heard the argument advanced that 
for late Pea crops where birds are trouble- 
some their lying on the ground protects 
them from bird raids. I will concede this 
point in tlie case of late Peas, because 
where tomtits and summer warblers are 
abundant it is almost useless attempting 
lute Pea culture without the aid of very 
tine netting as a covering. Even when 
allowed to lie on the ground these birds 
will find a large proportion and leave only 
a remnant for the owner’s table. For 
early gatherings and for summer use the 
dwarf forms of Marrow I’ea, such as 
Little Marvel, Excelsior, The Lincoln, 
Pioneer, Daisy, Dwarf Defiance, Hundred¬ 
fold, Laxtoninn, Reading Wonder, nnd 
Chelsea Gem, to mention a few, offer a 
wide selection that will, under good cul- 
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course, one would not expect the giant 
pods produced by the taller exhibition 
strains.—W. S., Wilts. 

Onion sets.— As It is only within the last 
two or three years that Onion growing 
from sets has become popular, It may per¬ 
haps he as well to explain that the “ set” 
is a small, specially-ripened bulb—much 
smaller than a “ piekler.” These pigmy 
bulbs should be planted on the first sunny 
day when the soil is in friable condition. 
Plant them about 1J inches deep and 
C inches apart, and as they reach maturity 
remove the soil from the bulbs to assist 
their ripening. This novel method of 
growing Onions has its advantages. In 
the first place, there is a strong plant to 
start with and one is relieved of any 
anxiety about germination; the sets, being 
hard-skinned, escape the ravages of the 
Onion fly. Good-sized bulbs may be grown 
in this way, the crop is earlier, while 
heavy manuring is unnecessary. More¬ 
over, the Onion is not tlie lest crop for 
growing on newly-broken land, hut when 
it is decided to attempt its cultivation, 
Onion sets should be used in preference to 
seed .—Country Life. 

The frost and Potato stocks _I have not 

heard of any very great damage having 
been done by the frost to stored garden 
Potatoes in Worcestershire. The means 
adopted for storage prevented this, also, 
when it could be seen that severe frost was 
threatening, extra precautions, which are 
easily enough taken when a small quan¬ 
tity only has to be dealt with, were used to 
keep the frost out. One is reminded of 
tlie effects of tlie frost by the Potatoes 
coming on to tlie table. Almost every¬ 
where they are discoloured nnd sweet. 
Market growers have suffered most. In 
cases where clamps had been insufficiently 
protected the loss must have been enor¬ 
mous. I know* instances where whole 
clamps have completely rotted since tlie 
thaw. Owing to the shortage of labour in 
tlie autumn, many growers were forced to 
entrust the clamping to men of little ex¬ 
perience, and one can well imagine it 
would not be very well done. Green crops, 
including Calibages, Sprouts, nnd Broccoli, 
have suffered considerably. Hundreds of 
acres of these vegetables in all kinds of 
gardens nnd on the farms have been com¬ 
pletely ruined.—M., Droitwich. 

Maincrop Peas.— Though too soon to sow 
tlie seed, preparations may be made for 
doing so. A good phra, when the kitchen 
garden is extensive enough to allow of its 
being done, is, where Potatoes are to be 
grown, to arrange for a row of Teas to he 
sown at intervals of 8 feet to 10 feet. At 
this distance the Peas will get plenty of 
light and air, while they will in no wise 
prejudice the Potato crop. As tlie ground 
lias been, or at any rate will shortly be, 
manured and dug ready for Potatoes, no 
further preparation for the Pens is re¬ 
quired. ail that is necessary being to 
measure off the ground and drive in a 
stake where the I’eas are to lie sown, so 
that no mistake may occur. If the Pens 
follow Broccoli or Kale, etc., the lines 
where the seed is to be sown should be 
prepared much in the same way as for 
Celery when the latter is grown in single 
row trenches, the only difference being 
that they need not be quite so deep. Well- 
rotted manure should be placed in the 
bottom of the trenches, leaving the surplus 
soil, after filling the trench nearly level 
with tlie surface oil either side of it, to 
form a kind of trough for tlie conservation 
of water, when necessary to apply it by 
artificial means. Although maincrop Peas 
only are mentioned, the foregoing advice Is 
applicable to late crops also.—A. W. 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

Is bloom MAP.ru 13 th. — Iris histrioides major, 

I. stylosa, Snowdrops (in variety), Winter 
Aconite, Saxijraga Burseriana Gloria, S. Grice- 
bachi, Erica carnca (in variety), E. hybrida, 
and E. lusitanica. 

The week’s work.— The value of hardy 
Heaths for winter flowering cannot be over¬ 
estimated at the present time, when most 
plants have been cut back by the recent severe 
weather. Erica carnea and its varieties are 
in- full bloom at a time when flowers are par¬ 
ticularly valuable. Although well known, they 
are not planted eo extensively os they deserve. 

Hardy climbers may be planted at any time 
from September to April, but in meet locali¬ 
ties March is the moet suitable month. Among 
hardy climbers no plants equal the Clematis 
in variety or beauty. They are mostly gross 
feeders, and should be planted in well-pre¬ 
pared soil enriched with manure, and if de¬ 
void of lime, some should be added. The 
Clematis may be used to cover walls, but 
looks beet when creeping over an old tree or 
shrub, or trained over a pergola or arch. 
Rough Oak branches may also be used for 
them, either singly or as a tripod. The varie¬ 
ties of C. Jockmani are effective in beds aud 
to cover arches. These require pruning hard 
back this month. C. montana looks well if 
planted so as to creep up among the stems of 
Wistaria sinensis, and, both flowering in May, 
they form a pleasing contrast. C. Flammula 
is a vigorous grovfer. developing a mass of 
small white fragrant flowers in August. To 
C. lanuginosa and its hybrids the beauty of 
the garden is due, producing as they do very 
large blooms of a wide range of colour from 
July to October. These varieties flower from 
the wood made the previous season, and only 
require thinning aud the tying in of the 
younger shoots. Clematis Durandi should be 
planted where difficulty is experienced in the 
cultivation of the ordinary car len varieties, 
for it rarely gees wrong in the way they do. 
It is a vigorous grower, and bears large 
purple flowers in profusion. The yellow 
flowere of C. orientalis tangutica make it an 
object of special interest, and it is well worth 
a position against the pillar of n pergola. 
Actinidia chinenais is a very vigorous free- 
growing plant and by far the best of the 
Actinidias. It has large heart-shaped leaves, 
which, together with the shoots, when young, 
are covered with showy reddish hairs. The 
yellow flowers are each about 1} inches across. 
It thrives in good loamy soil, and is an ex¬ 
cellent pergola or trellis plaut. Akebia 
quinata is not met with so frequently as it 
deserves. Its five-parted leaves are very dis¬ 
tinct, the purple flowers appearing in spring 
before the leaves. Planted in good loamy soil, 
it will soon cover a large bush or tree 18 feet 
to 20 feet high. Hydrangea petiolaris is a 
neat-growing, self-clinging plant. If planted 
against a wall 12 feet or 15 feet in height it 
gives little trouble, except in guiding the lead¬ 
ing shoots in the desired direotion anil once 
a year cutting away any breast wood not 
wanted. Flowers are borne freely during the 
summer in large flattened heads. Schizo- 
pliragma hydrangeoides, closely allied to the 
above, olimbs in the same way by means of 
aerial roots, and may be used for similar pur¬ 
poses. Polygonum balAechuanicum is excel¬ 
lent for planting against a large bush or 
small tree, over which its branches may 
ramble at will. The forms of Rubus. such 
as R. Bambusarum, R. flagelliformis, R. in- 
changensis, are excellent for the pergola 
and trellis. There are many excellent kinds 
of Yitis, which are first-rate for pergolas. 
The best include V. Coignetise, V. armata 
Veitchi, Y. leeoides, Y. megalopbylla, Y. Thom¬ 
son! V. Thunbergi, and V. Henryana for wall 
planting. All should be planted in rich loamy 
soil. F. IV. Gallop. 

Lil/ard Hall Gardens, Oundle, Bortbante. 

SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Early vinery.—Vines now coining into flower 
must have an increase of temperature, rais¬ 
ing it to 70 degs. and 75 degs. by day aud 
65 degs by night. When the Grapes are eet, 
70 degs. will suffice for the day. Drier eon- 
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d it ions must be maintained while the Vines 
are in flower, but on sunny mornings the paths 
may be sprinkled with water with benefioial 
results. Shy-6etting varietiee should be ferti¬ 
lised by hand, using pollen from Black Ham¬ 
burgh or any free-setting kind. As soon as 
the Grapes are 6et- reduce the bunches to the 
requisite number, erring in leaving too few 
rather t han too many. Start thinning as soon 
as the berries are large enough, doing so with 
a free hand in regard to varietiee the berries 
of which 6well to a large size. Give -the border 
a dressing of an artificial manure, and wash 
it in with sufficient tepid water to moisten the 
border throughout. Keep sublaterals regu¬ 
larly stopped, doing this with the finger and 
thumb, which will obviate all risk of ad¬ 
ministering- a check to the root system. Ven¬ 
tilation must be carefully done throughout 
this month, as an inrush of cold air when the 
wind is blowing from a cold quarter after the 
temperature has risen rapidly under the in¬ 
fluence of bright sunshine is often productive 
of rust on the berries. A piece of very thin 
tiffany or muslin stretched over the ventilators 
tempers the cold wind, and is a good preven¬ 
tive of rust when due to this cause. Boutine 
matters, such as the damping of paths, border 
surfaces, and syringing of walls to promote a 
sufficient degree of humidity, muet be regu¬ 
lated according to the weather. Unless ne¬ 
cessary to hurry the crop, day and night tem¬ 
peratures of 70 degs. and 65 degs. respectively 
will suffice from now onwards. 

Second house.—The Vines will now be on 
the move and the buds breaking nicely. As 
soon as the shoots are about an inch long the 
temperature should be raised 5 degs. higher 
both by day and night, and the same again 
when they attain to a length of 3 inches. 
Bub off the weakest of the growths and re¬ 
duce the remainder to one on a spur as 6oon 
as it can be seen which will yield the beet 
bunches. Overhead syringing may be con¬ 
tinued if deemed desirable until the flowering 
period is at hand, but, as a rule, this is un¬ 
necessary, as the daily damping down, etc., 
usually produces as much moisture as is re¬ 
quired for the well being of the developing 
growth. 

Late Vines.—Whether fire heat or not is to 
be afforded, the house had best be closed now, 
and in the latter contingency make the most 
of 6un heat on bright days by closing up 
early and husbanding the warmth derived 
from this source. Such as Black Alicante, 
Appley Towers, and Groe Maroc need not be 
started now, but when Lady Downe'e, Gros 
Col man. and any of the Black Muscat varie¬ 
ties are grown in the same house it is im¬ 
perative that the latter be given as long a 
season of growth as possible accompanied by 
plenty of artificial heat. The foxy examples 
now seen in fruit-shop windows are no doubt 
owing to the want of artificial heat last 
season. To help the roots to become active, 
well 6oak the border with water at a tem¬ 
perature of 85 degs. to 90 degs. after having 
sprinkled a fruit manure over the surface. 
If the rods as a rule break evenly they may 
be tied to the trellis at once. If not, allow 
the points to droop to near the surface of the 
border, and syringe in any case twice daily. 
If fire heat is available, etart at 50 dege. by 
day and 45 degs. at night. If the border is 
outside the foregoing advice does not appJy. 

Early Peach-house.—Attention to the tying 
of the shoots must now be given. If left till 
they get too stiff they cannot be got down as 
close to the branches on which they originate 
as is desirable, there always being a danger 
of their becoming “elbowed” or snapping if 
undue pressure is used to get them straight. 
Keep a sharp look out for aphis, and vaporise 
at once, omitting, as a matter of course, to 
syringe the foliage and damp down when this 
fa necessary. 

Second house.—When the trees are coming 
into flower maintain a drier atmosphere for 
the time being, and fertilise the blooms about 
the middle of the day. This will not be quite 
fcueh an irksome proceeding as was the case 
with the earlier forced trees, as bees will find 
their way into the house and assist in no small 
degree on bright mornings. A smart tapping 
at intervale between 9 a.m. and 12 noon will 
cause a free dispersion of pollen. Directly the 
setting is accomplished and the fruits begin 
to swell of! resume syringing both to free them 
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of the remains of the flowers and to keep the 
foliage in a healthy, clean condition. Unless 
the trees are young, give the border a dressing 
of fruit manure and wash in with a liberal 
supply of tepid water. 

Late house.—This should be retarded as far 
as possible by ventilating it as freely as cir¬ 
cumstance© permit. Examine the border fre¬ 
quently, and apply water unstintedly where 
found to be required. 

Cucumbers. — When the plants raised 
towards the end of the old year commence to 
bear freely, the plants which have been bear¬ 
ing during the winter can be destroyed and 
the house made ready for a crop of Melons. 
As red-spider and probably some amount of 
mildew spores may be present, the house 
should be thoroughly cleaned before putting 
in a bed of leaves, if they are to hand, and 
the soil in which to plant the Melons. With 
regard to the Cuoumbers, be careful not to 
overcrop the plants, and 60 regulate growth 
tha>t a steady supply is maintained. As fast 
as the roots appear on the surface a top- 
dressing of the same kind of material as last 
applied should be added. These top-dressings, 
if afforded on the little-and-often principle, 
serve to promote a vigorous and fruitful 
growth. Those who will have to depend en¬ 
tirely on a hotbed for the production of 
Cucumbers this season should get the seed 
sown if they have a suitable house to raise it 
in. If not, they should get the bed made 
without delay and raise them in the frame 
when the heat has subsided sufficiently for it 
to be done with safety. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Early Peaches.—Before commencing to tie 
in the young growths of early Peach-trees re¬ 
move all shoots not required for fruiting next 
year, leaving only one ©hoot at the base and 
another at the point of the current year’s 
bearing wood, unless it is intended to remove 
some of the old branches at next season’s 
pruning, in which case sufficient young wood 
should be laid in to replace them. As 6oon as 
the fruits have stoned they may be thinned to 
the number required for the crop, leaving 
them evenly distributed over the whole of 
the tree. About one fruit to each square foot 
of space is the rule, but young trees which 
are making gross wood will be better if 
allowed to carry a heavier crop. Syringe the 
trees in the morning and at closing time. 
Should red-spider make its appearance give a 
good syringing with an approved insecticide. 
In ©ucce6sional houses do not neglect disbud¬ 
ding, but. carry out the operation at intervals. 
Where the fruits have set very thickly it is 
advisable to remove at once all those on the 
underside of the trellis. Apply copious water¬ 
ings when necessary, and stimulants to estab¬ 
lished trees oarrying full crops of fruit. 

Perpetual-flowering Carnations are now 
growing freely, and are potted on a/3 they re¬ 
quire it. The earliest batch is now in 4-inch 
pots, and ventilation is given on all favour¬ 
able occasions. Forced shrubs that have 
finished flowering should have the old blooms 
and any seed vessels that may have formed 
removed, lightly pruning any that require it. 
They should then be placed in a warm-house 
to complete their growth. Afford them liberal 
treatment in the matter of feeding, etc., as 
success in flowering next spring will depend 
on the quality of growth made now. 

Begonia Gloire de Lorraine.—There is now 
on the old plants plenty of young shoots suit¬ 
able for cuttings. The beet shoots are those 
which are produced from the base of the 
plants. Dibble them into pane filled with a 
light sandy compost-, and place them in a pro¬ 
pagating case. Spray them two or three times 
a day with luke-warm water, and shade from 
bright eunshine until rooted. 

The weather.—At the time of writing wintry 
weather has again returned, and, in view of 
this, many gardeners will be forced to modify 
their plane. It is customary to transfer Peas 
and Beane raised in pots and boxes to the 
open ground during March, an operation 
which is obviously impossible if the present 
conditions oontinue. It is doubtful if the 
seedlings which were sown early will be of 
any use when the weather permits of planting, 


as the cold weather, together with the delayed 
planting will cause the plants to be weak and 
useless. In case this happens, further sowings 
of Peas and Broad Beans have been made in 
pots and boxes. Also further sowings of Let¬ 
tuce, Cauliflower (in variety), Brussels Sprouts, 
Cabbage, and early Broocoli have been made 
in cold-frames with a view to planting them 
outdoors when the weather permits. The 
manure that was put on Asparagus beds in 
autumn, having served its purpose, the 
roughest portion has been raked off. A good 
dressing of artificial manure has been applied 
and carefully pricked in with a fork. In two 
or three weeks common salt will be given, this 
acting as a manure and keeping down the 
weeds. 

Rhubarb.—Provided the ground has been 
well trenched and manured, the present i6 a 
suitable time to make new plantations of 
Rhubarb. Old stools may be lifted and care¬ 
fully divided, setting out the plants in rows 
6 feet apart, allowing a space of 4 feet or 
5 feet between the plants in the row. When 
the planting is finished spread a thick layer of 
6table manure over the soil as a mulch. 
Daw’s Champion, The Sutton, and Victoria 
are desirable varietiee. A little protection 
should be afforded to plantations of Rhubarb 
in the open in order to obtain a supply early 
in the season. Long ©table litter placed over 
hurdles will answer the purpose well. 

Jerusalem Artichokes are rarely cultivated 
as well as they deserve to be. Properly 
cooked, they are a nutritious vegetable, and 
in a bad winter for green orops, such as we 
have just experienced, if one has a good stock 
of tubers the shortage of vegetables is not so 
keenly felt. The Jerusalem Artichoke will 
grow in almost any kind of eoil and in nearly 
every part of the garden. On this account it 
is usually allotted an odd corner where the 
sail is poor and but indifferently tilled, with 
the result that the crop is poor, the largest 
tubers at the end of the year being no bigger 
than those used for seed. If not already done, 
plant at once in well prepared 6oil. The best 
position is an open one. not under trees nor 
too near high walls. The tubers should be 
planted 1 foot to 18 inches apart iu rows 
3 feet asunder, and buried 6 inches deep. A 
sowing of 

French Beans will now be made in heated 
pit© to provide a crop about the middle of 
May. There are many suitable varietiee for 
this purpose—Dwarf Negro, Masterpiece. Sun¬ 
rise, Sutton’s Forcing, and Magpie are dwarf 
free-bearing varietiee. They should be planted 
in rows about 2 feet apart. As soon as the 
plants are well above the eoil earth up with 
the hand, using a compost that has been pre¬ 
viously warmed to the temperature of the pit. 
Give plenty of air on all favourable occasions 
to keep the plants sturdy so that they will 
not require any sticks. F. W. Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Marguerites.—It is difficult at times in the 
autumn to procure cuttings free from flower- 
buds. In such a case, it is advisable to lift 
and pot lip a few plants after they have been 
cut back, wintering them in a heated pit. 
Especially is this the case with that fine double 
variety, Mrs. Sanders, which appears to pro¬ 
duce the oorreot type of cuttings but spar¬ 
ingly. Some plants, treated as described, have 
now thrown a quantity of useful shoots, and 
in the course of the week cuttings have been 
put into the propagating pit, in which they 
soon root. Grown on quietly, the plants are 
ready for putting out after all danger from 
frost is over. A box of the old single Paris 
Daisy, put in for ©lock in autumn, having 
made good growth, the tips were removed and 
treated as those of Mre. Sanders, and the 
necessary number oan ©oon be worked up. 

Sweet Peas.—A final sowing—that is, under 
glass—has been made during the week. This 
sowing consists entirely of the old grandiflora 
varieties, Prima Donna, Nubian, Jeannie 
Gordon, Countess of Radnor, and others of the 
old favourites, including, of oouree, a number 
of pots of Dorothy Eckford, still, I think, one 
of the best of the whites. These are at pre¬ 
sent in cold-frames, but will be removed to a 
sheltered place in the open when germination 
takes./\r ■■ i laisMr* at 
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Cinerarias.—In order to provide plants for 
blooming in early winter a email sowing was 
made a short time ago of Cineraria etellata. 
The seed has germinated well, and the seed¬ 
lings have been pricked off into pans rather 
closely. Meantime, they are being given a 
little heat. 

Cypripediums.—These form a good stand-by 
during the winter in the stove. Having now 
passed out of bloom, should it be considered 
necessary to repot or to break up any of the 
pieces, the work may now be done with safety. 
It is not, however, advisable to interfere too 
frequently with Cypripediums, for they will 
flourish and bloom freely when quite pot- 
bound, and when broken up they are apt to 
give a scanty crop of flowers for a season or 
two. If, however, it is necessary to attend to 
them, I think that better results are obtained 
by using deep pans—10 inches in diameter— 
than by using pots. Ail, or nearly all, the old 
compost ought, before repotting, to be care¬ 
fully picked out, using a pointed stick or 
label. 

Acalyphas.—Stock plants of these are now 
making healthy growths, and if these bo 
slipped off with a heel they will soon etrike 
in the propagating case. They may be grown 
to almost any size; but pieces in 5-inch and 
6 -inch pots are, perhaps, the most useful. 

Bougainvilleas.—Assuming that these were, 
as was recommended, cut back to the hard 
wood about a month ago, the dormant eyes 
should now have formed shoots a couple of 
inches long. .Where these are too thick, let 
them be reduced to a convenient number, 
always bearing in mind that overcrowding, as 
in the case of other things, means poor re¬ 
sults. Top-dressings may now be given, and 
these ought to be of a fairly rich character. 
Alike in the case of pot plants and of planted- 
out pieces, an inch or two of the exhausted 
top soil ought to be removed. 

Thunbergia laurifolia.—There are few 

climbing plants which bloom so consistently I 
during the winter in the stove as Thunbergia 
laurifolia. At this season of the year it is ad¬ 
visable to cut the plant fairly well back, as 
young growths are freely produced and flower 
more profusely than those which push natur¬ 
ally after the plant is exhausted with flower¬ 
ing. Delay top-dressdng until growth is well 
started. T. natalensis is also worth atten¬ 
tion. 

Work in plant-houBes generally now begins 
to take up more time, more watering being 
necessary in view of the greater amount of 
heat. Ventilation now may be freely given on 
all suitable occasions, and in the case of the 
stove syringing can be done morning and 
night. Keep the fire heat as low as is con¬ 
sistent with safety, and shade the fronds of 
Ferns now breaking into growth. 

Autumn-sown annuals.—These have been 
in some cases rather severely dealt with by 
recent frosts, but such plants as have sur¬ 
vived will, by reason of their having in¬ 
creased space, be more likely to give a good 
account of themselves. There is, however, the 
usual plague of slugs to reckon with, and 
these generally account for a percentage of 
the remaining plants. Free dustings with dry 
soot, frequently renewed, are the most effica¬ 
cious way of dealing with these troublesome 
pests. 

Hardy Chrysanthemums.—Stools of these 
which were wintered in a cold-frame have been 
slow, so far, to produce cuttings—at least, in 
any quantity. In order, therefore, to hasten 
them, a few stools of each variety have been 
lifted and boxed, these being afterwards placed 
in a brisk heat. Under such conditions it is 
expected that cuttings will be available in a 
short time. 

Cold-frames are never more valuable than 
during the early spring months, and in the 
rouree of the week such as are vacant have 
been prepared for the work of the next month 
or two. The soil has been reinforced with 
fresh material, which was incorporated with 
the old bed. The glass was washed down, and 
everything is ready when the seedlings are fit 
for handling. 

Hardy-flower borders.—The work among 
the hardy-flower borders, interrupted for a 
time by the long-continued frost, has been re¬ 
sumed. Any dividing or moving is done prior 
to forking over /fie^border; and Jit her a dress- 
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ing of manure or of half-rott-ed leaves is 
given. 

Digging. —There is a oertain amount of 
arrears of digging to be made up, and as much 
time as can be spared will be devoted to this. 
Fortunately, owing to the hard surface, the 
manure was wheeled on to the quarters, so 
that there is no delay in that respect. At the 
same time it is idle to deny that the pro¬ 
longed fro6t has disorganised things to a con¬ 
siderable extent. 

Vegetables liave been bit more hardly than 
was at first supposed. Plante in seed beds of 
autumn-sown Cabbages have been killed out¬ 
right, and so, too, have those of Brussels 
Sprouts. Curiously enough, plants from these 
beds which were transferred to their perma¬ 
nent quarters have escaped. Autumn Onions 
have come through very well, os has Celery. 
Curly Kale has agaiu proved its value in ex¬ 
ceptionally severe winters. Spinach Beet has 
stood well, and with the advance of spring 
will soon be plentiful. Seakale and Rhubarb, 
covered now, will form a good succession to 
that in use. heating material is now 

needful, the shelter afforded by the pots being 
enough. In my opinion, Seakale and Rhubarb 
gently brought on in this way are much 
superior to those forced out of season. 

Seed-sowing out-of-doors has been delayed 
owing to the unsuitable state of the soil. 
There is, I fear, a tendency to imagine that, 
because certain things are not sown at or 
about the customary date, the delay is 
dangerous. It is more dangerous to put out 
seeds or plants in cold, wet, and pasty soil. 
In the meantime, flower and vegetable seeds 
have been sown under glass. These include 
more Braseicas, Leeks, Vegetable Marrows, 
and Tomatoes. Former sowings have been 
pricked off, or, as in the case of Tomatoes, 
potted. Flower seeds dealt, with included 
Lobelia. Pinks of different kinds, small sow¬ 
ings of Asters, especially of the single- 
flowered variety, Tagetes, Campanulas, Antir¬ 
rhinums, and Commelina coeleetis. 

W. McGuffog. 

Balmae Gardens, Kirdcudbright. 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

March 13th, 1917. 

At the fortnightly meeting held on this 
date the several del wit merits were well 
represented. Hardy flowers were seen in 
increasing numbers, the series of bulbous 
Irises shown demonstrating great possi¬ 
bilities in the near future. Even to-day 
colour variety, as compared with a few 
years ago, has been much extended. In 
other directions notable examples of Saxi- 
fraga Burseriana Gloria-and S. Gries- 
baehl were on view. The most attractive 
exhibit of the meeting, however, was the 
collection of bulbous plants grown in 
fibre. The flne collection of Apples from 
Chelmsford claimed attention. Many 
choice Orchids were shown. 

HARDY FLOWERS. 

By far the most interesting exhibit in 
tit is section was the series of crossbred 
early-bulbous Irises raised and exhibited 
by Mr. Herbert Chapman, Rye. Im¬ 
portant as tlie.se arc to-day, as witness the 
increased colour-range and variety as 
compared with those of former years, the 
series demonstrated even greater possibi¬ 
lities in the near future. Even to-day 
there are shades intermediate between 1. 
reticulata and I. r. Krelagei, with the 
added stature of the former, which is in 
itself a gain. A richly-coloured form 
after I. reticulata and of a more intense 
royal purple line also (aught the eye. I. 
Cantab, one of the few named sorts, and 
of a good shade of blue, was in some quan¬ 
tity. The lovely Tulipa Kaufmnnniana 
Ryeensis and a panful of seedlings of a 
good form of Galanthus IUarite were 
among other 'things of note. From 
Messrs. Barr and Sons came an assort¬ 
ment of early bullions flowers. Of these, 
a group of Narcissus minimus—a minia¬ 
ture Trumpet Daffodil of 2 inches to 
3 inches high—claimeij attention, ns did 


also pretty colonies of Crocus Tomassin- 
ianus purpureus, which is also very free- 
flowering. Snowdrops of sorts, and the 
pretty Cambridge-blue flowered Hyaein- 
thus azureus robustus also played a part, 
while among alpines was a variety of 
Saxifrages and Morisia hypogrea. In a 
considerable variety of things Mr. G. W. 
Miller included some splendidly-flowered 
plants of Saxifragn Burseriana Gloria, 
probably the largest-flowered of its set. 
There were also some examples of the now 
hybrid S. bursiculata (spoiled by forcing). 
The yellow-flowered S. Mrs. Leng had suf¬ 
fered from a like cause. Daffodils in the 
cut state were also shown. The finest 
tiling in Messrs. Cheal’s contribution to 
this section was. the single crimson Prim¬ 
rose Miss Massey, freely-flowered and the 
blooms of large size. In nil extensive and 
varied collection of alpine and other early 
flowers Mr. G. Reufilie had many choice 
Ihings, though none more beautiful than 
Saxifraga Griesbachi, some examples of 
which had as many as six of its brilliant 
spires. S. Kestonensis (a white-flowered 
hybrid having richly-coloured stems and 
buds), a lovely lot of the yellow-flowered 
S. Paulina*, and nice groups of S. Burseri¬ 
ana were others of note. Crocuses in¬ 
cluded the rare deep-blue flowered ('. 
aerius, C. Sioberi, C. aureus, and C. Im- 
perati longifolius among others. A pan of 
Cyclamen ibericum purpureum showed 
this excellent variety at its best. Many 
other plants—Hepaiticas in variety, Emn- 
this cilieicus. and Leucojums—were also 
noted in bloom. 

BULBS IN BOWLS. 

Messrs. R. H. Bath, Limited, make a 
speciality of bulbous-rooted plants grown 
in fibre in bowls. On the present occa¬ 
sion their comprehensive exhibit included 
Daffodils, Tulips (both early bedding and 
Darwin sorts), Crocuses, and others. The 
gem of the Daffodils, in our opinion, was 
the creamy-white W. I’. Milner. A dozen 
or more of its drooping flowers in an 
8-inch bowl make a very pretty picture. 
Nobler and much more chaste was• the 
finely-chiselled Mme. de Graaff. Indis¬ 
pensable in the garden, it is grand for 
bowls, as the lovely lot of it amply testi¬ 
fied. Victoria (bicolor), Glory of Leyden, 
Emperor, and others were also on view. 
Of many Tulips, all remarkably well doue, 
two apiiealed to us very strongly—viz.. 
La ItCwe (Darwin) (old rose colour of 
satiny hue) and Prince de Ligny (a cot¬ 
tage sort of rich butter-yellow tone.) Both 
were excellently shown. 

ROSES, 

The first Rose exhibit of the year was a 
dozen forced plants in pots of the single 
crimson Princess Mary, from Mr. Elisha 
Hicks. The flowers are self-coloured, 
large, and rendered conspicuous by a tuft 
of golden anthers. The variety is also 
fragrant. 

GREENHOUSE FLOWERS. 

Here the cut Carnations were the more 
important, collections being shown by 
several leading growers. In a big assort¬ 
ment from Messrs. Stuart Low and Co., 
Red Ensign and Eileen were the chief 
novelties of the moment. The latter is of 
a salmon-pink colour, ihe flowers of large 
size. The other is reddish-scarlet and 
quite good in colour. Cyclamens of many 
colours were also shown. In a neatly-dis¬ 
posed exhibit from Mr. ,T. C. .Tenner. 
Aviator was remarked as of exceptional 
brilliance. It is not large, but, the colour 
catches the eye at once. British Triumph 
(the best of all the crimsons) was in flne 
form. Messrs. Allwood Brothers also 
contributed freely of lliese flowers, the 
beautiful salmon-pink flowered Nora West 
(n novelty of a year ago) being one of the 
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handsomest rases in a good lot. Bishton 
Wonder (one of the most fragrant of Car¬ 
nations), British Triumph (rich crimson), 
and Salmon Enchantress -were others of 
sjiecial merit. The unusual exhibit of 
some six dozen pots of Lachenalia Nelsoni, 
which gained a Silver Flora Medal, was 
a considerable attraction, nothing finer of 
Sts kind, so far as we remember, having 
been shown. In 5-inch pots, the whole 
gave a rare bank of colour. Palms and 
Ferns were employed as garniture. 
Messrs. It. and G. Cuthbert were the ex¬ 
hibitors. Messrs. II. B. May and Sons 
contributed greenhouse Ferns in variety, 
together with a small group of Columnea 
magnitica, associated with Arum Lilies 
and Cinerarias. From Messrs. Wnu Cutli- 
lit-rt and Son came an exceptionally fine 
exhibit of forced shrubs, consisting of 
Wistarias, Prunus triloba. Azaleas, and 
Lilacs. Among many sorts—single and 
double, the semi-double pale lilac flowered 
—it is much deeper in colour at its natural 
season in the open, Michel Buchner was 
noteworthy by reason of its handsome 
trusses. The plants—2J feet or so high— 
were particularly well flowered. 

OltCHIDS. 

Sir Jeremiah Colman, Bart., Gatton 
Park, Re i gate (Mr. W. Collier, gardener), 
exhibited a beautiful lot of Dendrobiums, 
of which D. Golden Kay, D. Chessington- 
ouse (Gatton Park variety), and D. 0. 
magnificiuu are all yellow-flowered with 
dark blotched lip'.' D. regina and D. 
Gatton Monarch (apparently well-marked 
giant-s of the D. nubile set) were very 
striking. The yellow-flowered sorts were 
iwrticularly ornamental and distinct. In 
a group from Messrs. Sander and Son the 
pure-white Cattleya Mary Sander is char¬ 
acterised by a distinctly-formed, well- 
goffered lip. C. Snow Queen and Lycaste 
Skinuerl Mrs. G. Ilauiilton-Smith (a 
richlv-eoloured sort) were others of note. 
Messrs. Armstrong and Brown contributed 
a choice assortment of Odoutoglossums 
and Odontiodas, the former notable for 
shapely and well-marked flowers, the 
latter for their rich and intense shades. 
Those of port wine colour, seen in the sun¬ 
light, are particularly brilliant and effec¬ 
tive. The finer things in Messrs. Charles- 
wortli’s group were Lielio-Cuttleyu General 
Maude and L.-C. The President. The 
former (L.-C. rubens, var. Lambeauiana x 
C. Hardyann), which gained a First-class 
Certificate, is very handsome, its broad 
sepals and deep rosy-mauve colour giving 
it a character of its own. The other is of 
paler tone. Brasso-Cnttleya Vllmoriniana 
(rose with yellow throat), B.-C. Queen 
Alexandra (white with yellow-green 
throat), and Bmsso-CuLtlcya-La'lia Joan 
(golden-orange colour) were other notables 
in mi attractive lot. 

Fit FIT. 

Only one exhibit was staged, that of ex¬ 
cellently stored cooking and dessert 
Apples from Messrs. W. Seabrook and 
Son, who brought some six or seven dozen 
dishes of fruits, notable for firm quality 
rather than size. In a central lwsition 
was Monarch, the firm’s new cooking 
Apple, the name having been changed 
from “Premier” owing to another being 
already in existence under that name. 
Stunner Pippin, Tower of Glands. Bram- 
ley’s Seedling, Bismarck, Wellington, 
Emperor Alexander,’ Golden Noble, llnr- 
nack Beauty, Keinette du Canada, Mar- 
s!l, Lord Burghley. Claygate Pearmain, 
llollandbury. New Ilawthornden, Alfris- 
ton. and Blenheim Orange were among the 
best dishes. 

A complete list of the certificated plants 
and medals for groups will be found In 
onr advertisement cokmjns. 

Google 


BEES. 

Bee flowers.—I am very glad that once 
again your valuable paper opens ite pages to 
things concerning Bee culture. With several 
other amateur bee-keepers, I should be most 
grateful for suggestions as to honey-produc¬ 
ing flowers and hints regarding how to grow 
them.—B eatrice Grant. 

[White Clover, Field Beans, .Lime-trees, 
and Heather are the most important 
sources from which bees derive their sup¬ 
plies. Fruit-tree blossoms of all kinds 
also yield much honey, although, opening 
so early in the season as most of them do, 
it does not often happen that the bees can 
fully avail themselves of these offerings 
on account of the lowness of temperature 
generally so prevalent in the spring of the 
year. Among garden flowers much visited 
Arabia alpina is one of the earliest; much 
pollen and some honey are obtained from 
Crocus-flowers, while a Bee flower of un¬ 
doubted value is the early variety of the 
yellow Wallflower. Limnantlies is a hardy 
and valuable honey-producing plant 
Borage, which continues to flower till lati 
in the autumn, is constantly visited b> 
bees, its drooping blossoms yielding hone.: 
even in damp weather. The following also 
produce large quantities of bee food, art 
easy of cultivation, and flourish on almosl 
any kind of soil:—Trifolium suaveolens 
Sweet Sultan, Melilotus, Pulmonarir 
mollis, Phacelia congesta, P. alba, Candy 
tuft, Dwarf Sunflower, Honeyworts 
Alyssum maritimum, A. saxatile, and Car- 
da mine rotundifolia. Among early-flower¬ 
ing shrubs visited by bees nre Laurustinus 
Herberts Aquifolium, and White Thorn 
Tlie various kinds of Willow afford abund¬ 
ance of pollen in the early spring, while 
the Ivy yields some honey late in the 
season, and the Giant Balsam coming iutx 
flower in August and September gives th< 
bees an opportunity of replenishing theii 
cells with stores for the winter.] 


BOOKS. 

“THE SUBURBAN GARDEN AND 
WIIAT TO GROW IN IT.’’* 

So many little books have been written on 
gardens in recent years that it is diflicull 
to And one with any distinction of mattei 
or style, but in this ease it is a pleasure to 
get away from the glazed paper of the 
day—by fatuous printers sometimes called 
“art” paper. This book is printed in the 
old way, on cream-white paper, without 
cuts—there arc too many cuts in most 
publications nowadays. It is written with 
literary grace and seems to deal with the 
subject given on the title page in a practi¬ 
cal way. It is a nice, handy, little book, 
with many hiuls for the suburban gar¬ 
dener. 

Imports of Dutch flowers.— A deputation 
from the British Wholesale Florists’ 
Federation, consisting of Messrs. George 
Monro, jun. (chairman), W. II. Page, 
George Shawyer, W. A. Sherwood, and 
jC. II. Curtis (secretary), together with 
Mr. G. II. Barr, who was invited to join 
and represent the Horticultural Trades’ 
Association, attended at the offices of the 
Imports Restrictions Committee (Board of 
Trade) a few days ago, and was very 
courteously received by Mr. II. .T. Phillips, 
the Secretary of the Committee. The 
matter under consideration was the pre¬ 
sent and future importation of flowers 
grown in Holland from bulbs which were 
excluded under the Order prohibiting the 
importation of Dutch bulbs. The tonnage 
now occupied, and which would possibly 


* “The Suburban Garden and What to Grow In It." by 
F. M. Wells. London: Sampson Low, Marston auti Co, 
Ltd. 


be occupied in the near future, the fact 
that the imports of Dutch flowers would 
mean the sending of considerable sums of 
money out of this country, that such im¬ 
ports would very seriously affect home 
flower - producers who had purchased 
British-grown bulbs at enhanced prices, 
and the distinctly injurious effect all this 
would have upon the future of the British 
bulb-growiug industry, were points put 
forward by the deputation, and these 
points are now under the consideration of 
the Imports Restrictions Committee. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Questions. —Queries and answers are in¬ 
serted i?i Gardening free of charge if core¬ 
spondents follow these rules : All communications 
should he clearly written oil one side of the paper 
only , and addressed to the Editor o/’Gardening, 
63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.G. 2. 
Letters on business should he sent to the Pub¬ 
lisher. The name and address of the sender 
are required in addition to any designation he 
may desire to he used in the paper. When 
more than one query is sent each should he on a 
separate piece of paper, the name and address 
being added to each. As Gardening has to he 
sent to press some days in advance of date, 
queries cannot always be replied to in the issue 
immediately following their receipt. We do not 
reply to queries by post. 

Naming plants. — All who wish their 
plants to be rightly named should send fair 
examples of each—the stem, leaj, flower, or fruit. 
(Snippets of leaves and points of shoots are use¬ 
less. ) Not more than four plants should be sent 
in any one week by the same correspondent. 
Where more than one kind is sent they should be 
numbered. Of conifers the fruit should always 
be sent. 

Naming fruit. —Several specimens in dif¬ 
ferent stages of colour and size of the same kind 
greatly assist in its determination. We hare 
received from several correspondents single speci¬ 
mens of fruits Jor naming, these in many cases 
being unripe and otherwise poor. We can under¬ 
take to name only four ixirieties at a time. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

The Chinese Banana (Musa Cavendiehi) 
(Inquirer ).—This cannot be grown fn the open 
air. It must have a rich 6oil of turfy loam and 
old rotten manure in equal parte, with a tem¬ 
perature of 65 degs. to 70 dege. during the 
night, with a corresponding rise during the 
day. It is best planted out, but may be grown 
in pots or tubs, which must be not less than 
20 inches in diameter. Unless you can treat 
as above, it is no use trying to grow it. 

Pruning Roses (R. Mclnncs ).—The time to 
prune is largely governed by season and dis¬ 
trict. Generally speaking, the first two weeks 
in March are the best time for pruning the 
H.P.’s and the other hardy tribes in the south 
and west of England. The summer-flowering 
Roses, such as the Mosses, may be pruned the 
first week in March. Tea Roses and kindred 
tribes should not be pruned till the first week 
in April. In the north—that is. north of the 
Trent and Scotland—<the end of March is quit© 
soon enough, with ten days later for the 
Teas. 

Pern eompost (Fern Lover ).—There is no 
better compost for the Ferns mentioned and 
other ordinary descriptions than a mixture of 
two parte of the beet (flbroue) loam procur¬ 
able, with one part each of peat and leaf- 
mould, with 6ome silver sand. If peat is not 
easily procurable it may be omitted, using 
rather more leaf-mould instead, or an equal 
quantity of fre6h sifted Cocoanut-fibre. Such 
Ferns may and are often grown capitally in 
almost pure loaui. this being of a light «n«1 
sandy nature, only a little leaf-mould being 
added. The heavier the loam the more leaf- 
mould, etc., should be added. 

Soil for Nasturtiums (Anxious ).—Certainly 
rich 6oil is not good for Nasturtiums. They 
usually bloom beet when it is of ordinary 
quality, but still deeply dug. Rich ground 
causes an excess of foliage, and whilst flowers 
are fewer they are hidden in the foliage. 
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What are called the compaotum forme are 
best. You can raise your plants in a cold- 
frame if you sow seed the second week in 
April, and will have strong ones to put out 
singly about the middle of May. We find that 
transplanted plants usually bloom better than 
those raised from seed sown outdoors. Still, 
mnoh depends on the soil and the season. 

Azalea blooms small (W . TJ.—Your Azalea 
shows evidence of root starving; not that these 
plants need high feeding, but they like repot¬ 
ting occasionally, as the Boil, owing to the ex¬ 
cessive rooting of the plants, gets exhausted. We 
should advise you to pick off all the buds now 
and then repot. Turn the plant out, and, re¬ 
moving the drainage, rub down the ball of 6oil 
one third, then get it into a clean pot of the 
same «ze as the former one, using one half 
peat soil, the rest being turfy loam, sand, and 
a little well-decayed manure. A little char¬ 
coal duet is also excellent. The plant should 
be kept in the warm greenhouse for a month 
to induce new root and shoot formation, then 
be gradually hardened before standing it out¬ 
doors for the summer. Of course, these plants 
need constant watering when outdoors, as 
once the roots become thoroughly dry the buds 
suffer and become small and weak. 


VEGETABLES. 

Tomatoes in greenhouse (Novice ).—Troughs 
or wooden boxes answer quite as well as pots, 
and can be liad very cheaply. Plant the 
Tomatoes 2 feet apart, and grow as oordons— 
that is, restrict to one stem. Plant in the 
boxes when about 6 inches high in good turfy 
eoil, with bone-meal—say, 1 lb. of meal to 
3 peck© of soil—and do not use any chemical 
manure at the start. Place plenty of drainage 
in the boxee, and some of the rougher 6oil 
over the drainage; fill three parte full; make 
all firm at planting; and if the soil be heavy 
add a email quantity of burnt wood-ashee or 
old mortar-rubble to’make it porous. Give a 
night temperature of 60 degs., with 10 degs. 
more by day, and give air freely in suitable 
weather. When the plants are in bloom leave 
a little air on the back ventilators at night, 
a free or sweet atmosphere being required, 
otherwise you will soon have your plants 
diseased. It is best to grow as single cordons, 
well stopping back lateral growth, and feeding 
from (the surface. 

Leeks (A Grower ).—'When Leeks are grown 
to produce large, long, blanched stems for ex¬ 
hibition^ the trouble involved in such produc¬ 
tion usually greatly exceeds the results, ex¬ 
cept for such particular object. No one wants 
such huge stems for table use a6 these show 
plants commonly are. As a rule, judges 
ignore the requirements of the table, and 
think only of size of stem, if allied to con¬ 
siderable blanched length and whiteness. For 
table use, stems equally well blanched and 
pure in colour that are but one half the 
dimensions are best—that- is, instead of being 
as bag round as a broom-handle, more nearly 
represent the 6ize of a whip-handle, as these 
are 60 much more tender when cooked, and 
are for that reason so much more enjoyable. 
The exhibition stem© are the product gener¬ 
ally of very early ©owing, early planting in 
tranche© half filled with manure, frequently, 
later, liberally watered with liquid-manure, 
and blanched with band© of brown paper. 
Even then the ©tern© are sometimes enclosed 
in drain-pipe©, and these are partially banked 
up with soil, no trouble being spared to get 
the stems long, ©tout, and very white. To 
have a long supply of Leeks for table use— 
and good ©tern© well grown and blanched 
under ordinary culture when well cooked 
make a delicious dish—it is enough to plant 
them out from the seed-pans or boxee when 
6 inches in height into shallow trendies 
into which a moderate dressing of manure has 
been put, and which is well mixed with the 
soil. As the plants grow give occasional 
liberal waterings, and get good growth on to 
the plants before commencing to earth them 
up. Before doing that remove a few of the 
lower leaves. Good blanched ©terns should be 
about 10 inches long and very clean. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Weed in lawn (Mrs. Baker ).—The weed you 
©end specimens of is Self-heal (Prunella). The 
only way you can hope to get rid of it is to 
remake the lawn, or if you do not- feel in¬ 
clined to do this, then you may |ork out all 


you can find and apply a dressing of sulphate 
of ammonia, so as to encourage the growth of 
the Grass. We are always pleased to answer, 
free of charge, through the pages of the paper, 
any queries that our readers care to send us. 


SHORT REPLIES. 


PORTABLE WOOD BUILDINGS. 

Sides and Ends substantially constructed in section', to 
screw together, The framework (according to size) of good 
well-seoaooed timbers, covered with btst tongued and 
grooved matchboards. The roof is of strong timbers, covered 
with compressed sheet-roofing felt-. Door, complete with 
lock and key, in end or side. Windows in any position 
desired. Floors on strong joists are quoted extra. Necessary 
bolts and screws; everything complete. 


M. A. Robinson .—The Potato you 6cnd tuber 
of is, we think, Mr. Breese, a very old variety 

which, we fear, is not now to be had.- 

Francis Sterry .—The t only book that will 
answer your purpose is “The Fruit Garden,” 
price 12s. 6d. Subscriber .—A great deal de¬ 
pends on the variety of Pea, as a quart of an 
early Pea will eow 100 yards, while a pint of 
a late variety will suffice for the ©ame dis¬ 
tance. The French Beans should be 6 inches 
apart.— -H. Suckling .—The best eye© are those 
on the crown, and it is an easy matter to rub 
out when they have started all but the 
strongest. If the Potatoes are large they may 
be cut into several set©, reserving to each a 
good eye. Radish .—It is of no use attempt¬ 
ing to grow Horseradish unless you have the 
ground deeply trenched and well manured, as, 
if this is not done, the produce will be very 
poor and of no use for marketing. The better 
the soil is prepared, the more abundant will 
be the produce and the better the quality of 

the roots.- Lady Florence Bourkc .—We have 

never heard of the jam you inquire about.- 

A Reader .—See reply to O. J. D. re Fowl©’ 
manure in our issue of March 10, p. 143. 


NAMES OP PLANTS AND PRUITS. 



7ft by 5ft., £4 17s. 6<t ; 8ft 
by 6ft., £5 12a. 6fl. ; 10ft by 

7ft . £7 5a. ; 12ft. by 8ft, 

£9 18s. 6d. ; 15ft. by 9ft, £13; 
lGrt. by 10ft., £15 17*. 6d. ; 
20ft. by 12ft , £24 ; 30ft. by 
14ft., £37 15a. ; 35ft by 15ft, 
£18 7s. 6d. ; 40:t. by 16ft., 
£60. 


PORTABLE STABLE, COACH, AND 
HARNESS HOUSE. 

Suitable for 1 pony and trap, 

14ft. loifg by 10ft. wide, £16. For 
1 horse and trap, 15ft. long by 12ft. 
wide, £21 15s. ; 2 horses and trap, 

20ft. long by 12ft. wide, £28 10s. 


PORTABLE HUT. 

Can be used for Poultry or 
as Cycle Houses, Workshops, 
Dark Rooms, Tool and Put¬ 
ting Sheds, etc, 6ft. by 4ft>, 
£3 1*.; 7ft. by 5ft., £4 10s.; 
8ft. by 6ft., £5 10s.; 10ft, by 
7ft., £7 10s. ; 12ft. by 8ft., 
£3108. 


PORTABLE MOTOR¬ 
CAR SHEDS. 

10ft. by 8ft., £9 5s.; 12ft. 
by 8ft., £10 10s.; 15ft. by 
10ft„ £1510«. ; 20ft. by 12ft, 
£27 10s.; 30ft. by 14ft., £i6; 
3511. by 14ft., £5710a. 





Names of plants.— Cress .—Seems to bo the 
common Winter Creee (Barbarea vulgaris). 
Without flowers it is impossible to name with 

any certainty.- E. Gage Hodge .— We have 

submitted your Croou© to a large grower, who 
says it is C. Tomassinianu©. 


CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

Boundary Chemical Co., Ltd., Cranmer-street, 
Liverpool. —Bounteous Pleasurable Gardens. 

C. E.ngelmann, Saffron Walden, Essex. —List of 
Perpetual-flowering Carnations, 1917. 

John Fordes (Hawick), Limited, Buocleuch 
Nurseries, Hawick .—Plant and Seed Catalogue. 

Wakeley Bros, and Co., Ltd., Honduras Wharf, 
Bankeide, Loudon, 8.E. — Wakeley’s Hop 
Manure for Use in the Garden and Green¬ 
house. 


A colour chart. —In Euglaud colour 
standardisation, so far as it exists, is in 
the hands of the Royal Horticultural 
Society. The subject has been placed on 
a scientific basis by Dr. R. Rklgway, of 
Washington, D.C., whose “ Colour 
Standards” (1912) is used (though I be¬ 
lieve not acknowledged) by the Royal Hor¬ 
ticultural Society. It is also on the shelf 
at Ivew, and I believe in some English 
public libraries and in European centres. 
England has contributed nothing to colour 
standardisation, unless Mr. C. II. Payne 
(the authority on the earliest date of the 
Pompon Dahlia), in his English colour 
names, which are poor, contributed to the 
” Repertoire de Couleurs,” can be said to 
have helped. We look forward to our 
munition factories being turned into dye- 
works—surely we ought to have a colour 
chart. The work of Dr. Ridgway (that of 
a private industrious individual) has 
made the thing easy. He gives methods 
and the dyes used. We ought, by arrange¬ 
ment, to issue a new (and international) 
edition of his “ Colour Standards.” The 
chief lack in the work is that of a classifi¬ 
cation table with intelligible class names 
and symbols.— Dora Forster Kerr. 

[We see no need for a colour chart, as 
regards the garden. The true colours of 
flowers do not submit to any classification, 
and many not too easy for accurate de¬ 
scription. One remark u:e may add, that 
periodicals and books are now made 
hideous with false and often ugly colour .— 
Ed.] 



OUTDOOR PAVILION. 

Suitable for Canteen, Tea 
Rooms, Shelter, Sports, etc. 15ft. 
by 8ft., £18 5s. ; 17fu by 10rt., 
£21 15s.; 20ft. by 12ft. £32108.; 
25ft. by 12ft, £10; 32ft by lift., 
£52. 


The illustration shows a range 
of (hree boxes, manger and hay¬ 
rack to each. In sections iu 
readiness for erection. Any size 
made. Size over all, 21ft by 
9ft., 10ft high to ridge aud 7ft 
high to eaves. Price £25. 


SPAN-ROOF 
LOOSE BOXES. 




PHOTOGRAPHIC 

STUDIOS. 

ft. by 84t.. £13 1(R ; 14ft. by 10ft, 
16 7s. 6d.; 16 ft. by 10ft , £ 21 ; 20ft 


COTTAGES. DWELLING HOUSES. &c. 



Containing two Re-1 rooms, 
Sitting Room, and Kitehen. 
Price on Rail at Works, 
£87 10s. Two Room Cot¬ 
tages from £31 15s. 

For other designs, see 
List. 


MELON AND CUCUMBER FRAMES. 


These are very useful 
frames, being suitable for 
the storage of plants in 
winter, and well adapted for 
the cultivation of Melons, 

Cucumbers, etc., in summer. 

Composed of deal boards, 
lOin high at back and llin. 
iu front, havo necessary 
parting pieces and runners Tehee Lights & Frame. 
for the lights, which are 2in. _ _ t . 

thick. Complete with good glass and fitted with an iron 
handle. Painted one coat. 



ft. ft. £ s. d. 1 

jight Frame 4 by 3 1 12 6 

„ „ 6 „ 4 2 7 6, 

6 „ 4 2 12 € 

8 6 3 15 0 


ft. ft. £ ft. d. 

3 Light Frame 12 by 6 5 12 6 

4 „ „ 16 „ 6 7 10 0 

5 „ \, 20 .. 6 8 7 G 

6 „ 24 „ 6 9 5 0 


For CREENH0USES, CONSERVATORIES, 
FORCING HOUSES, LIGHTS, BARROWS, 
etc., see List, Post Free. 


POULTRY APPLIANCES 

of every description supplied. 
Poultry Houses from 35, 
Foster Mothers, Brooders, 
Coops and Runs, Fattening 
Pens, Oogr Kennels, eto. 
Send for List , post free. 

SEND FOR CATALOGUE, FREE. 


W. COOPER,w 

743, Old Kent Rd., LONDON, S.E.15 
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’ No. 1986.—Voi,. XXXIX. Founded by W. Robinson, Author of “The English flower Garden.” MARCH 31 1917. 
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NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 


As to trials.—Trials of Radishes, that all 
men who do not fear the stomach-ache 
have already settled for themselves, are 
an absurd waste of time on the part of a 
Royal Horticultural Society. It seems as 
If there were no serious questions left to 
trouble us, while there are too many.—W. 


Border Auricula Celtic King.—This still 
apiieals to me as one of the best of the 
yellows. It is a true alpine variety, the 
foliage quite green and the flowers show¬ 
ing up well on erect and stiff stems. 
Possessing a robust constitution, Celtic 
King is not readily affected by damp 
during winter, and can be recommended 
for situations in which the newer varie¬ 
ties are not a success.—A Scottish 
Gakdbxkr. 

Primula denticulata.—Generally speak¬ 
ing. the foliage of Primula denticulata 
coasts through the winter fairly well, but 
the severe frost of last month'lias, for 
once, crippled it. The frost, however, has 
not interfered with the date of flowering, 
the earliest fully-expanded spikes having 
been noticed on March !)th. Although, 
owing to tin* absence of foliage, the dis¬ 
play Is not so attractive as usual, yet the 
flowers are welcome. Tile earliest Hepa- 
tlcas. too, were noted on the same date.— 
W. McG., ltalmae. 


Crocus tommasinianus. — This, one of 
my favourite Crocus sitecies, came into 
bloom in early March and is bright witli 
its flat flowers of a “ sapphire-la vender,'* 
as Maw well describes (hem. They are of 
an entirely different colour from those of 
C. Sieberi, and form a welcome variety 
even among the number of Crocus siieeies 
which dare the rude weather of March. 
One great advantage .possessed by C. 
tommasinianus is that it is a free seeder 
and a good doer in the open border or rock- 
garden. I have a little clump here growing 
quite near the snow-white Crocus billorus 
variety called nrgenteus, and the contrast 
gives ail additional feature of beauty to 
both.—Ess. 


Crocus Sieberi. - This is one of the 
earliest and most deiiemlublc of the fore¬ 
runners of the big Dutch varieties of 
Crocus vemus. When these come they 
make the Crocus referred to appear small, 
but they detract nothing from its beauty, 
hi.fact, they appear coarse, if it is justi- 
flnbie to apply tills epithet to a Crocus- 
The first flowers opened towards the end 
of February. I am never anxious for a 
very early Crocus season, much as 
to see these bright Denver^for. 



when they come very early we And they 
suffer greatly from had weather. Crocus 
Sieberi stands bad weather bettor than the 
vurieties of the Dutch Crocuses. It is 
cheap and. withal, one of the daintiest of 
the race.— Dumfries. 

Eranthis cilicicus.—After being estab¬ 
lished for some years the Ciliclan Winter 
Aconite (Eranthis cilicicus) shows even 
more than before its superior size to that 
of the old 10. hyemalis. A group here in n 
semi-wild spot is beautiful, and a few 
plants in tlie lxirder, where they were 
planted for exiierimeiit, have been quite 
good. My best plants are on a gentle slope 
towards the north-east, where they are 
increasing freely by menus of seedlings. 
This is a great advantage, as, apart from 
the greater number of plants thus ob¬ 
tained, the groups from self-sown seedlings 
are more informal and prettier.—S. 
Arnott. 

Mr. R. Farrar on Nelumbium speciosum. 

—At a recent meeting of tile Horticultural 
Club I read that Mr. Farrar said the aliove 
was “ jierfeetly hardy.” Ho is still in the 
stage of Infallibility, so may not be easily 
convinced, but I, in the hoite that it might 
survive, put it in the best spot I could get 
in my lake, but it perished. Our heat is 
not enough for it. The only one of the 
Sacred Beans I have seen flower In the 
open air was the nenrly hardy N. luteum, 
which is wild ns far north as New Jersey. 
That kind flowers in the region of Paris, 
and is a noble plant in warm, sheltered 
sjiots. It is a loss to our gardens that the 
Sacred Beans are not hardy, but the new 
Water Lilies make up for all..—W. 

A Rose-scented Cowslip.—I do not know 
if tliis should lie called a Cowslip or an 
Oxlip. I collected it above O-o in the 
Pyrenees in 1012, among Grass from which 
the snow lmd only recently melted. I was 
at once struck by the very strong fragrance 
of the flowers, and sent a few plants home. 
The blossoms, which are rather larger and 
paler in colour than in Cowslips, and are 
carried erect instead of nodding ns are 
Cowslip flowers, have a strong Itose-like 
scent, yet not quite the smell of natural 
Roses, hut more the smell of artificial Rose 
scent. This sounds, |ierhaps, unpleasant, 
but, as u matter of fact, it is a very 
pleasing smell, and certainly an uncommon 
one in a Primula. I have never dis¬ 
covered tlie name of my plant, but I gave 
a root to Mr. Bowles, and |ierhnps he will 
he able to throw light on tilts point. The 
plant flowers early, and already I have 
had a few blossoms in the open, though, 
naturally, they were somewhat -small and 
•stunted.— Clarence Ei.uott, Stevenage. 


Crocus chrysanthus Weldenl.—Through 
the 'kindness of Mr. E. A. Bowles I have 
become the happy possessor of an exquisite 
seedling Crocus, which came to me as 
i above, and wus said to be “ sulphur 
| colour.” The first bloom opened last year, 
lint this spring the natural increase of the 
I “one ewe lamb” originally sent me has 
! given me additional flowers. Opening in 
tlie sun of these mid-March days the 
j flowers are delightful. When unopened 
they are of a creamy-white touched with 
blue at the base of each segment. When 
they expand they are of a charming sul¬ 
phur colour, difficult to describe and un¬ 
deniably beautiful. The devotees of size 
in flowers will, iierhaps, object that the 
blooms are small, but size is not every¬ 
thing, and for daintiness and elegance 
many of the smaller species and their 
varieties arc siqierlor to their more im¬ 
posing rivals.—Ess. 

Leucojum vernum var. Vagneri. — 

Wagner's Snowflake, which blooms in ad¬ 
vance of tlie ordinary Spring Snowflake, 
has come oil at irregular intervals this 
year, according to tlie situation and 
amount of shelter it received. Tile first 
flowers opened about mid-February, I 
think, and were from 1 hi His which have 
been established for some years at tlie 
base of a wall garden and sheltered from 
tlie wind in every direction. These were 
followed by a good clump in the oiion 
border and in a more exposed but also 
sunnier place. Some other chimps were 
just showing on March 15th, little in ad¬ 
vance of plants of the yellow-spotted L. 
vernum carpatlcum. Wagner's variety Is 
the finest of the Spring Snowflakes as well 
as the earliest. It generally (though not 
invariably) bears two flowers on a scajic. 
The leaves are bolder and the stem is 
taller than in tlie others. The siKits on 
the outer part of tlie segments are of a 
deep green. In Grass it is excellent.—S. 
Arnott. 

Hypericum laeve rubrum.—This plant is 
pretty, but a bail lot. It was shown at 
Holland House a few years ago. and re¬ 
ceived a first-class certificate, hut it. turns 
out to lie a half-hardy biennial. 1 am not 
even sure tliat I am not over-stating it 
when I call it. half-hardy and a biennial, 
for a hard winter kills it before it readies 
the flowering stage. A plant here, a neat 
bush a foot high, survived the winter of 
1915-1(1 and flowered splendidly last sum¬ 
mer, one mass of brilliant orange-red. It 
set no seed, but died after flowering. A 
young plant put out last summer near the 
old one. to take its place, is now, after the 
recent frost; also dead It-rfiex off in a 
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most irritating way even in fair summer 
weather from no apparent cause. The 
plant should he useful to the hybridist for 
crossing with hardier species. I have 
tried to cross if with H. olymplcum and 
H. reiiens, but without success.— Clarence 
Elliott, Stevenage. 

Monkshoods in the wild garden.— 

Amongst tall and vigorous herbaceous 
plants few are more suitable for wild and 
semi-wild places than Monkshoods. They 
are hardy and robust enough to grow 7 any¬ 
where in shady or half-shady places. 
Their tall spikes of blue flowers are very 
beautiful. As they are rather short-lived 
in bloom and stiff plants, not quite so 
manageable as Delphiniums in the mixed 
Itorder, they seem particularly well fitted 
for the wild garden. As many of our 
readers know, some of the Aconites are 
very poisonous, so much so, indeed, that 
many people will not allow them a place in 
their gardens for this reason alone; places 
outside the garden seem best for them. 
The larger rich blue kinds and the blue 
and white one are very beautiful grown In 
deep soils, in which they attain a great 
height. 

Galanthus Mel villei. — Although com¬ 
monly known as Galanthus Melvillei 
major, the appellation “major” has 
no warrant, as there is only one G. 
Melvillei. It is one of the finest of 
the varieties of Galanthus nivalis. Mr. 
D. Melville says: “It. Is larger In all 
its parts than nivalis, the bulbs being 
sometimes nearly double the size, leaves 
stouter and longer, flower-stalk from 
2 inches to 3 inc hes longer, flowers larger 
and of better substance, of a creamy-white, 
retaining in a marked .degree a more 
globular form.” It deserves all that has 
been said in its favour, and it is not sur¬ 
prising that the Floral Committee of the 
Royal Horticultural Society a wank'd it a 
first-class certificate in March, 1S79. It 
originated at Dunrobin Castle, the seat of 
the Duke of Sutherland, Sutherlandshire, 
and u r as named after Mr. D. Melville, the 
gardener there.—S. Abnott. 

Saxifraga Irvingi.—A pink Saxifraga 
Burseriana had always been a dream with 
me, and then Mr. Irving, of Kew, raised 
S. Irvingi, which, to all intents and pur¬ 
poses, is a small, pale pink S. Burseriana. 
Its mother, was S. Burseriana macrautha, 
and its father Sax-. Frederic! August!. The 
first flowers have just opened here, deli¬ 
cate shell-pink, but the plants are now- 
studded all over with buds of all sizes, 
and the plants will go on flowering for 
many weeks yet. The blossoms are best 
in colour on first ojiening. With age they 
pale almost to white, but in all stages they 
are beautiful. In S. Burseriana the 
flowers o[ien all together and fade alto¬ 
gether, but, in S. Irvingi they open in 
succession over a long period. —Clarence 
Elliott, Stevenage. 

Haberleas and frost.— rinnts of the 
typical H. rliodopensis and unflowered ex¬ 
amples of H. Frederic! Coburgi w r ere among 
the worst sufferers (apparently) of a small 
collection of alpines wintered in a frame 
during the recent frost. I have never seen 
these plants so completely curled up and 
apparently lifeless, the bitter winds which 
were so long continued being obviously re¬ 
sponsible for their pitiable condition. 
When the change came it was seen that 
the leaves to one-half of tlieir length ap¬ 
peared as though they had been dipi>ed in 
boiling water, and w-hile in this condition 
I decided to give them copious root water¬ 
ings with occasional sprinklings overhead 
and to close the frame. The result was a 
decided improvement at the end of twenty- 
four hours, and by continuing the treat 
ment for a f< 
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very little the worse. It look upwards of 
a week to fully re-vitalise the apparently 
liermanently injured leaves, even in a 
frame reeking with moisture. Without 
this attention the affected portions of the 
leaves would now- in all probability be 
brown and dead.—E. H. Jenkins. 

Saxifraga Boydi alba.—This choice early 
hybrid comes into flower just as the 
earliest form of S. Burseriana is going 
over. My pot plants are now studded all 
over.with large solid white flowers, almost 
stemless. Tucked away under these first 
flowers are buds which will open much 
later. The stems will run up to a couple 
of inches. The second flowers will open 
beside the first ones, and the plants will 
have an entirely different appearance. 
Saxifraga Boydi alba has, I think, the 
longest flowering period of all the early 
Rockfoils, and it is one of the best 
growers as well as the most beautiful.— 
Clarence Elliott, Stevenage. 


VEGETABLES. 

ONION SETS. 

1 am loth to sound a pessimistic note in 
anything relating to the production of 
food at a time like this, but when I hear 
of amateur gardeners—many of them quite 
new to the business—pinning their faith 
on Onion sets as the “ shortcut to success ” 

I ask all such to consider one or two 
points. In the first place, Onions will not 
grow in any and every class of soil with¬ 
out some help, no matter whether seed is 
sown, “sets” planted, or home-raised 
seedlings put out. What are these “ sets ” 
about which we are hearing so much, and 
is anyone justified in depending, for a crop 
sufficient to supply the needs of the home 
next winter, on these alone? A good many 
of the sets come to us from California, 
where they are grown from seed to the 
little bulblet stage about the size of a 
Crocus, and then lifted. These immature 
bulbs, some people tell us, take the place 
of seed-sowing, save much trouble, and 
yield grand crops. As to the results I 
have my doubts, and have never come 
across anyone yet w 7 ho would take the risk 
of depending upon a crop from them. 
There is an old adage which says “don’t 
put all your eggs in one basket.” It seems 
to me applicable in the case of Onion 
“ sets.” In purchasing, one is never cer¬ 
tain of the varieties; we may get a good 
strain, or it may turn out very indifferent. 

My experience of Onion “sets” and 
their culture (and It coincides with that 
of others I know) is that the English- 
raised plant is much to be preferred, as 
the “sets” frequently “bolt,” whilst 
others either do not come to much, or yield 
less weight than those from home-raised 
seed. I know in these days of hastily and 
often ill prepared ground any method will 
be followed to save labour and trouble, 
but there is no easy road to growing good 
Onions, only through the avenue of labour 
and good material, and my sole reason for 
sounding this note of warning Is because I 
hear of so many who have entered on new 
allotments this year who contemplate 
planting sets in unsuitable and badly-tilled 
ground. The ideal soil for Onions is a 
good stiff loam brought into a state of 
further efficiency by trenching, and digging 
into the bottom spit well-rotted manure. 
My advice, therefore, to the new grower of 
Onions Is without further delay to trench 
the piece of ground intended for the Onions 
. on the lines suggested, working into the 
top spit a good dressing of soot, salt, and 
burnt ashes from wood or garden refuse. 
Leave the bed for the present rough until 
towards the end of March, when it 


should bo levelled and made firm, the seed 
being sown in drills. Another way, which 
is gaining favour, is to raise plants from 
seed sown in heat now, either In a green¬ 
house or oil a hotlied in a frame, planting 
these out in the bed in May. Those who 
have not the convenience for this can adopt 
another alternative, and that Is procure 
plants through the medium of the adver¬ 
tising columns of Gardening Illus¬ 
trated. These, in my judgment, are much 
more reliable and satisfactory than “sets.” 

Tt cannot be emphasised too much that 
to obtain a good crop of Onions one must 
be prepared to give them liberal treatment 
throughout. For kitchen use it will suffice 
if they are given (5 Inches or 8 inches be¬ 
tween each plant and 12 inches between 
the rows. In planting, they should have 
their roots spread out, and not pushed into 
a hole, working some light soil about 
them, taking care that the bulbs are not 
buried, and making them firm. During 
the growing season the hoe must be used 
to keep down weeds, and a dressing of 
soot will help them. Early in July oue 
may commence with weak stimulants, and 
these may be varied. In a dry time, when 
water is required, it Is better to do it 
thoroughly and give the bed a good soak¬ 
ing rather than only half do it. Avoid, 
whenever possible, having tall-growing 
subjects near the Onion bed, such as Peas 
or Runner or Kidney Beans. 

There is another advantage in planting 
out Onions, and it is one that gardeners 
with new land should consider; it is that 
longer time is given in order to bring the 
soil of the bed into that desirable state so 
essential where really good crops are 
aimed at, and it is in these circumstances 
that I counsel my readers (however many 
“ sets ” they may grow) to procure plants 
that, at the time I am writing, are already 
“in the making” in the greenhouses of 
many firms and may be relied on to turn 
out well. There are three varieties that 
everyone who has grown them speak well 
of. They are noted for (1) good cropping 
qualities and (2) excellent flavour, and 
may be taken in band by the merest tyro 
if lie will but put his back Into the work. 
They are Ailsa Craig, Cranston's Ex¬ 
celsior, and James’ Longkeeping. 

Leaiiurst. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Fungus on Potatoes. —Will you kindly tell 
me in Gardening Illustrated whether the en¬ 
closed Potato ie affected with black*«cab or 
not ? I obtained some seed tubers, about half 
of them are more or less affected in the same 
way.—E astfield. 

[The Potato sent is not attacked by black 
scab, but by the fungus Rhizoctonia solani. 
This fungus does not, as a rule, affect the 
crop to a really serious extent, and is, 
perhaps, more common in dry than in wet 
seasons. It would, we think, not reduce 
the crop grently to use such tubers, and 
the fungus has no bad effect upon the 
flavour or keeping qualities of the Potato.) 

Amateur Potato-growing. — I sincerely 
trust that no amateur will be led to plant 
Potatoes in the way recommended by Mr. 
Gamage. The commencement by sprout¬ 
ing in boxes is good when one has the con¬ 
venience, but do not plant the sets so close 
ns 15 Inches by 10 inches, but rather 30 
inches by 14 inches, and late varieties 
30 inches or 42 inches by 15 inches. This 
will require less than half the sets and 
less labour, and with greater probability 
,of a good crop. I would ask Air. Gamage, 
where is the mould to be obtained for 
“ moulding up 6 inches high on each side 
of the row” at 15 Inches apart?—WV. 
Poupabt, Marsh Farm, Twiclenham, 
January 22nd, ia the Teh graph. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 


riTTOSrORUM. 

These evergreen shrubs or small trees of 
the southern hemisphere add much to the 
interest of outdoor gardens In the seashore 
districts of Britain and Ireland. They 
grow freely, and, if given plenty of room 
and some attention in shortening the lead¬ 
ing shoots in their early stages, in a few 
years they form line bushes furnished to 
the ground. While small they are best 
grown in the home nursery, moving them 
annually for four or five years, to en¬ 
courage fibrous roots. Given this treat¬ 
ment they eventually become nearly double 
the size of such as are put at once into 
permanent places. These shrubs are use¬ 
ful for covering walls as well as for the 
open, and might be tried In this way in 
cold districts. They thrive in a eompist 
of loam, leaf-soil, and spent manure. 


situations or as a shelter for more delicate 
things, and deserves to Ikj far more widely 
known. 

P. nigbescens seems to come between P. 
May! aud P. Colensoi. The leaves are of 
medium size and bright glossy green upon 
black stems. It is a fast-growing plant, 
requiring some shelter even in warm dis¬ 
tricts, for it grows late into the winter, 
and the tips of the shoots are sometimes 
injured by severe frost. In 

P. EUGENioiDEs, which comes from New 
Zealand, and also needs some shelter, the 
flowers, borne in clusters, are creamy- 
white aud fragrant. It comes from New 
Zealand, where the Maoris are said to use 
tlie bruised leaves and flowers, mixed with 
fat, to anoint their bodies. P. e. varie¬ 
gation is much hardier than the type, and 
one of the handsomest of variegated 
shrubs. It is of compact growth. 

P. Tobiba, a flowering shoot of which i 
we figure to-day, from a photograph taken 


mass and bearing dark green, leathery 
leaves each 6 inches long and 21 inches 
wide. The leaves are peculiar by reason 
of the three strong and very distinct main 
veins whicli mark the surface. The 
flowers are white and produced in flat 
heads about May, the blossoms being fol¬ 
lowed by blue fruits. There are many 
Viburnums which are more attractive botli 
in flower and fruit, but its distinct habit 
and evergreen leaves warrant it a place in 
the garden. It is a good plant for the rock 
garden, where it helps to take off the bare¬ 
ness in winter. Good, light, loamy soil 
containing a little leaf-mould or peat suits 
it well, while it may be increased both by 
cuttings in summer and by seeds sown in¬ 
doors as soon as ripe or in the following 
spring._D. 

THE ALMOND 
(Pbunus Amyodalus). 

The Almond is one of the most beautiful 
of spring-flowering trees, for not only 



Flowering shoots of Fittosporum Tobira. 


There are many kinds, but the following 
half-dozen are among the liest:— 

P. Mayi blooms towards the end of April 
and early in May, the flowers tieiug incon¬ 
spicuous, though borne in great quantity. 
In colour they are a dark choeolate-purplc, 
and towards evening emit a strong honey¬ 
like fragrance, though during the day it 
is so faint us to be hardly perceptible. 

P. Colensoi is one of the most beautiful 
evergreen shrubs we possess, the habit of 
the plant, though dense, being light and 
graceful. When in vigorous growth it 
makes shoots 2 feet long in the season, 
notwithstanding Its lateness in starting 
Into growth. The leaves are small, silvery- 
green, and contrast charmingly with the 
deep black stems. 

P. Urdu latum is the most vigorous of 
all the kinds, with leaves of a blight glossy 
green, and easily distinguished by their 
wavy outline. The flowers are of a light 
pnrple colour, and arranged in clusters of 
three. It is a good shrub for exposed 
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in Mrs. Chambers' garden, at Haslemere, 
unlike the others—which come from 
Australia and New Zealand—is a native 
of Japan, aud the best known of all. Along 
the south and west coasts of Britain it is 
hardy almost everywhere, resisting any¬ 
thing under 20 degs. of frost, and flower¬ 
ing freely during summer and autumn. 
The creamy-white flowers, each about an 
inch across, come as clusters at the tips 
of the shoots and with a strong scent of 
Orange-blossom. It begins to flower while 
quite small, aud, grown as a pot-plant 
under glass, is often in bloom in February. 
It is of a stiller growth than the rest, 
rarely exceeding 10 feet to 12 feet, unless 
against a wall, where it may reach 20 feet 
or more. 

Viburnum Henryi.— This is one of the 
most interesting of the numerous Vibur¬ 
nums that have been introduced from 
China during the present century. It is 
an evergreen bush a couple of feet or so 
high, growing into a dense, carpet-like | 


does it blossom freely, but the delicate 
colouring of the blooms is unique. It is 
thought to be a native of N. Africa, but it 
has been cultivated so long in S. Europe, 
Asia Minor, and other countries, that it is 
naturalised over a very wide area. Here 
it is known as a tree up to 30 feet high, 
but it grows taller in some places. Very 
old trials do not always bloom the most 
freely, for those which are about half- 
grown and vigorous, also fairly young, fre¬ 
quently bloom much better than old trees, 
the annual growth being longer and the 
flowers produced from almost every bud. 
The flowers, eaeli often nearly 2 inches 
across, are of a delicate shade of rose. 
There arc, however, varieties which have 
almost white flowers. The kernels of the 
Nuts of most of the Almonds are edible, 
and one .variety, dulcis, provides the Sweet 
Almonds of commerce. This particular 
variety has a much thinner shell than the 
Nuts of the garden Almond of this coun¬ 
try, though the kernels of the common 
Almond are sweet. There is another well- 
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marked variety, 1’ A. amara, that pro¬ 
vides the Bitter Almonds of commerce. 
The kernels of this are poisonous if eaten 
in quantity. From them Almond oil and 
essence of Almond, ns used in cookery and 
jierfumcry, are obtained. As articles of 
commerce both Sweet and Bitter Almonds 
are crown largely in the south of France, 
N. Africa, etc., Imt we do not enjoy a 
sufficiently sunny spring here for the 
Almonds ever to become, of commercial 
imjxirtnnce. Of the several well-marked 
garden varieties, I'. A. prcecox flowers well 
in advance of the type, and trees have been 
noted in full bloom during the third week 
of January. Early March is, however, 
about the normal time, the type being 
usually at its best about London towards 
the end of the month. 

Almonds should be given a sunny luxa¬ 
tion in good loamy soil, and, if possible, 
so planted that a break of evergreen 
foliage is provided between them and the 
skyline, for the flowers are seen to greater 
advantage when such a background is 
available. 1). 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Shrubs and the severe weather.—1 am 

sorry to say that this winter has devas¬ 
tated my shrubberies. It was not that 
the cold was unduly severe (we never 
registered more than 15 degs. of frost), 
but there was no respite from frost for 
such a long-continued jieriod, and there 
was a good deal of biting wind. There is 
some interest in seeing what shrubs have 
escaped. No evergreen has stood it better, 
or, perhaps, so well, as the common 
Camellia, and in considerably over 100 
siiecies ainl choice varieties of Rhododen¬ 
dron I do not think 1 have lost one. Even 
the so-called greenhouse varieties, hybrids 
of Edgworthi, have stood it jierfectly, but 
I hen tlie Rhododendrons do not resent 
muffling, and are all the better for the pre¬ 
lection of thick Spruce boughs, whereas 
some Australian shrubs seem to die of suf¬ 
focation if you only put a veil of scrim 
over them. Embothrium and the great 
African Juniper from the equatorial 
mountains— i.e., Juuiperus procera—are 
two trees that have surprised me by being 
apparently quite unharmed. The Hima¬ 
layan, Jaiwnese, and the now Chinese 
shrubs seem to have generally stood the 
frost well, but most of my Mediterranean 
and Australian plants appear to have been 
killed outright or to have been very badly 
injured.—C., Sussex. 

The Sassafras (Sassafras officinale) 
This is one of the rarest of deciduous trees 
in the British Isles, there being but very 
lew really good examples. At Claremont 
there Is a fine one exceediug 00 feet in 
height, and it is a well-branched, shapely 
siiecimeu. A native of the Eastern United 
States, it there grows nearly 100 feet high 
under the most favourable conditions 
which appear to tic good, well-drained 
though not dry, loamy soil, plenty of sun 
during summer, and a sheltered jiosilion 
The loaves, which vary a good deal in size 
and slui|M>, when ruhlied emit a fragranl 
odour. The flowers, which are greenish 
yellow and small, have no sjiecial interest 
except that different sexes are borne on 
different trees. It is an excellent tree for 
planting in a prominent iiosition on a lawn 
for its distinct character always attracts 
attention and the leaves colour well in 
autumn. Aiwrt from its tenderness when 
young shoots are being formed in spring 
it is quile hardy and might be planted 
almost anywhere in the south or midland 
counties.—11. 

Tamarix tetrandra.—The various siiecies 


the sea. In some places they are used to help 
in reclaiming sand dunes, and in others 
they are employed as hedges to shelter 
more tender plants. They also thrive in 
inland gardens, and under the better 
soil conditions make vigorous growth. 
Although usually shrubs, they sometimes 
form small trees with trunks a foot or 
more through. A number of very fine 
Tamarisk trees are to be found in the gar¬ 
dens at Abbotsbury Castle, Dorsetshire, 
and several flue specimen* were growing a 
few years ago on the cliffs near Ventnor. 
The species under notice, however, forms a 
hush rather than a Iree. It grows about 
12 feet high, with numerous branches from 
near the ground. In May, about tbe time 
when the leaves apiiear, a profusion of 
blight pink flowers is borne in cylindrical 
loonies from the buds of the previous 
ear’s wood. It is by far the most beauti¬ 
ful of the early-flowering Tamarisks. It 
ought only to be planted where it can have 
unple room for development, for to cut it 
ibout or crowd it with other shrubs siwils 
its graceful outline. When lRissible, plaut 
it in large groups. Give light, loamy soil 
and increase by cuttings of ripened wood 
planted out of doors.—D. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

INDOOR PLANTS. 

UNHEATED GLASSHOUSES. 

Wk may take it for granted that there will 
have been considerable destruction iu tin- 
outdoor garden this winter. It is many 
years since we laid such severe and pro¬ 
longed frost, aud it must be twenty years 
since the jierfect hardiness of plants, 
shrubs, aud trees lias been thoroughly 
tested in this country. A series of normal 
winters is apt to deceive many who come 
to the conclusion that certain things are 
cliable in our climate*, but they get a rude 
awakening when one of the jieriodic 
severe winters visits us. The great draw 
back to glasshouses is the labour, anxiety, 
and exiK-nse they cause during the winter. 
In large establishments where the heating 
is arranged on the most modern principles 
the trouble of keeping frost from cool 
bouses is reduced to n minimum. There 
are always houses that have to be oon 
stantly warmed, big power boilers being 
in use. When frost comes on late in the 
evening, in the case of the cool houses it 
is easy to turn on the heat and make all 
secure for the night. Where this is not 
the ease, and houses are heated separately, 
it is a different matter, and a considerable 
amount of labour is frequently required 
late in tbe evening. In the ease of a glass 
structure which is designed simply as a 
protection to plants which need nothing 
but this to preserve them iu health aud 
vigour there will be no labour and anxiety 
through the winter, no firing trad but little 
watering, only a little attention in the 
matter of ventilation. The primary cost 
would lie small as compared with what is 
usually the case, hot water pi|>es and 
boilers being cxjieusive. It is not only 
frost, hut excessive moisture and sharp 
fluctuations of temperature that exercise 
a debilitating anil sometimes destructive 
effect on many tilings that are able to bear 
without suffering a considerable amount 
of dry frost. Melting snow, followed by 
lmrd frost, has a most pernicious effect; 
in fact, it: is this combination of wet and 
cold that cripples and destroys so many 
tilings in English gardens, even alpines 
suffering in this way. Desfontainea 
spinosa, a beautiful evergreen flowering 
slirul), is happy and will show its true 


of Tamarix are invaluable for planting near | form here and there in the oi>en, but nearly 


all are more or less stunted and plainly 
show the effects of climatic vicissitudes. 

If given the protection of a cold green¬ 
house tills would not hapiien. Take 
Fabiann imbricata again. If I remember 
rightly, a fine specimen of this was de¬ 
scribed in this paper some time ago. I 
wonder what the condition of the plant is 
at the present time in the open air; pro¬ 
bably destroyed or crippled if not situated 
in those favoured spots that escape the 
rigours, of our climate or given the pro¬ 
tection of a cold house. 

It would be worth while building a house 
of this description for Camellias alone. 
They are quite hardy in the southern dis¬ 
tricts, but the blooms are very weather- 
sick, and from what I have seen in a 
general way the growth is not so luxuriant 
ns under glass. Planted out, the Camellia 
takes on a nobility of growth which ixit 
culture can never impart. I once had in 
my charge some plants which were planted 
iut in a lofty house. They were 10 feet or 
more in height, were pictures of health, 
were a flue sight, when in bloom, and did 
not cause a tenth part of the labour that 
I lot culture involves. Those who have 
never seen Camellias in this condition fuil 
to realise the value of this lino evergreen. 

I have often wondered why a Camellia- 
house is not frequently a feature in 
English gardens, hut it is probably be¬ 
cause their owners do not realise that 
Camellias can be kept in health without 
the use of artificial warmth. Azalea indica 
is hardy in many places, but I have never 
seen it happy in the oi>en. Simply pro¬ 
tected, it should flower with native vigour. 
Lapagerias, which it has been proved will 
bear a lot of frost in the open, but which, 
owing to the attacks of slugs, are not very 
satisfactory, would be happy where they 
could be under observation. There are 
many things too numerous to mention to 
which a mere shelter would ensure safety 
and health. The early-flowering Gladioli 
are very beautiful, but in how many gar¬ 
dens can they be seen in really good condi¬ 
tion? I live in the pleasant county of 
Surrey, and, although my soil is light, they 
are very disapiwintiug. If planted iu the 
autumn, as should be the case, the young 
growths are nearly always damaged, and 
iu a winter such as we have just experi¬ 
enced they are destroyed. Under glass 
they would be perfectly safe and would 
form big clumps producing a wealth of 
high quality blooms. Many of your 
leaders know there are few fairer flowers 
than Gladiolus The Bride, and in the form 
of specimens with a score of flower-spikes 
it is charming. 

Some of the Lilies, such as L. auratum, 
L. speciosum, and L. Browni, ought to be 
happy uuder such conditions. The bulbs 
would mature more thoroughly und would 
be secure against excess of moisture when 
at rest, and the flowers would be preserved 
from the effects of wind and heavy rains. 
There are some Rhododendrons, such as 
Edgworthi aud dliatum, which are too 
tender for our climate, but which, planted 
out under glass, should show their worth 
much better than they do under i»ot cul¬ 
ture. li, Edgworthi is a very line siiecies 
which 1 have never seen in its full de¬ 
velopment, for, however liberal, pot cul¬ 
ture cannot do it justice. There are some 
Ferns, such as Oyrtomiuin falcatum, 
Lnstrea opaca, and L. Standishi, not quite 
hardy in this country, which are capable, 
however, of bearing a certain amount of 
frost, and would certainly find a happy 
homo iu an iiuheated house. A house of 
this description would have to be differ¬ 
ently built from glass structures generally. 
The sides and ends would have to be some 
10 feet high and the ventilation should bo 
very free. J. Cuicnluh.. 
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BROWALLIA SPECIOSA MAJOR. 
Among plants tliat will flower freely 
throughout the year Browallia speciosa is 
one of the most useful. It is of a half- 
shrubby character, and quickly forms a 
freely-branched little specimen. The 
flowers have a tube about an inch long, 
with a spreading mouth divided into five 
segments. When first expanded the blos¬ 
soms are of a rich violet-blue tint, but 
they soon pale somewhat. This Browallia 
has been employed for the flower garden, 


annual kinds, attention may well be 
directed to Browallia data, whose bright 
blue flowers are always welcome. 


N0TF1S AND REFLIES. 

Zonal Pelargoniums.—The succession of 
bloom which these Pelargoniums when 
well managed will give, even in the depth 
of winter, Is not surpassed by any other 
plants that can lie induced to flower in the 
dull season. Where they have been pro¬ 
perly treated in the summer they will now 



Flowering shoots of Browallia speciosa major. From a drawing by 

H. Gr. Moon. 


under which conditions it flowers freely, 
but in the open ground the colour is 
scarcely decided enough to be effective. A 
second species, which, though an old 
plant in gardens, lias only come to the 
fore within the last few years, is Brow¬ 
allia speciosa major, which is equally free- 
flowering. In B. viscosa the flowers are 
smaller, but of a deeper and richer blue, 
with a conspicuous white eye. Both can 
be readily struck from cuttings, though B. 
viscosa is, by some, referred to ns an 
annual, which iyeeftainly is not. Of 
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have their pots full of roots, with the wood 
thoroughly hard and matured. Needless 
to say, the quantity of flowers depends on 
the growth that is made. It is immaterial 
whether the plants are small or large, pro¬ 
vided the soil is full of roots and the shoots 
are well hardened, as in either size they 
may be depended on to bloom well. If de¬ 
ficient of either of the essentials named, 
as soon as the plants are given the neces¬ 
sary warmth they run to leaf instead of 
flowering. They will bear a temperature 
of 00 degs. at night, provided the house or 


pit in which they are placed admits of the 
requisite amount of light, and the plants 
are stood near the glass. If the atmo¬ 
sphere is kept considerably drier than 
most forced plants require, it will be 
further conducive to free-flowering. The 
best results are got from Zonal Pelar¬ 
goniums where a house or pit can be solely 
devoted to tbem. There are now several 
varieties that give pure white flowers. If 
a sufficient number of these, combined with 
pink sorts in their several shades, is grown 
in place of a preponderance of the red and 
crimson kinds, a constant supply of cut 
flowers in the various colours may be de¬ 
pended on until the spring is far advanced. 

Greenhouse Acacias. — Many of the 
greenhouse Acacias are valuable for conser¬ 
vatory decoration, mainly during the late 
winter and early spring months, though a 
few of them flower in the autumn. The 
best of these is Acacia platyptera, whose 
branches are devoid of leaves, in place of 
which they are broadly winged. The 
flowers, like little balls, are of a rich 
golden-yellow colour. The Acacia best 
known to the man in the street is A. deal- 
bata, of which flowering branches are 
generally hawked about London and 
suburbs at this time of the year under the 
name of Mimosa. These sprays, which 
mostly come from the Riviera, are, even 
with transport so difficult as it is now, 
sold very cheaply. This species attains 
tree-like dimensions, and is, therefore, un¬ 
suited for any but very large-sized struc¬ 
tures. Of those that flower freely in a 
smaller state may be mentioned Acacia 
urmate, with very dark green simple 
leaves and deep yellow flowers; A. Druin- 
mondi, whose divided leaves are of a dis¬ 
tinct glaucous hue, while the flowers, 
arranged like small bottle-brushes, are 
pale yellow; A. grandis, with pinnate 
leaves and blossoms in the shape of golden 
balls; A. hastulata, also known as A. 
eordata, whose upright shoots are clothed 
with curious triangular-shaped leaves and 
closely-packed with small straw-coloured 
flowers; A. lineata, with small, narrow 
leaves and golden blossoms; A. ovata, one 
of the best for the greenhouse, forming, 
as it does, a bushy plant freely clothed 
with ovate leaves, while the rich yellow 
flowers are borne in great profusion; and 
A. pulchella, of slender growth, with 
prettily - divided leaves and golden 
blossoms.—K. R. W. 

Thyrsacanthus rutilans _This when in 

flower is very distinct, the bright-crimson, 
tubular-shaped blossoms being borne in 
very long drooping racemes, and, conse¬ 
quently, seen to the best advantage on tall 
stems. Owing to this the plants should not 
be stopped, the object being rather to ob¬ 
tain strong, erect shoots which show off 
the flowers at their best. Even if the re¬ 
sult is a plant 4 feet to 5 feet in height, it 
will be found that this is not too tall. It 
is often treated as a stove plant, but suc¬ 
ceeds best in an intermediate temperature. 
If the atmosphere is too dry or too warm, 
red-spider is apt to attack the thin-tex- 
tured leaves, and soon disfigure them. 
Cuttings afford a ready means of increase, 
as if formed of the young-growing shoots 
in spring they root without difficulty. A 
suitable compost may be made up of loam, 
leaf-mould, and sand, and when the pots 
are well filled with roots an occasional 
stimulant will be helpful.—W. T. 

Antirrhinums. —The pricking ofl of these 
will now claim attention, as it is a mistake to 
allow the plants to become drawn or leggy. 
It only a limited number of plants is needed, 
boxes will suffice, but if the quantity runs 
into hundreds frames or a pit are then needed 
to prick them into. The compost should con¬ 
tain sufficient loam to ensure the plants lift¬ 
ing with good balls of soil when ready for 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

THE PECAN. 

One of the pleasures of the winter evening, 
apart from good fires and good hooks, is 
this delicious American Nut, which, to my 
regret, has not been procurable in London 
this past winter owing to the war. But 
after X had given up all hope of seeing it a 
good package arrived from the Keystone 
Pecan Co., of Manheim, Pennsylvania. 
They are described as the Hess paiter-shell 
Pecans, after Mr. Hess, President of the 
Company, whilst the words “ paper-shell ” 
accurately describe the covering. The 
shells are thin and easily broken, and the 
body of the Nut In this variety larger, 
fuller, and better flavoured than is usual 
with Pecans. The Pecan may rightly be re¬ 
garded as a food of the very highest value. 
It contains some 70 i>er cent, of fat. Its 
texture is delicate, and it can be digested 
easily. As a nourishing and sustaining 
food the Pecan is of greater value than 
flesh food. We are not surprised to know 
that the demand for the Paiter-shell Pecan 
is constantly increasing and is well in 
front of the supply. 

The flavour of the Pecan is distinctive, 
delicate and sweet, and free from the 
bitter taste that characterises some Nuts, 
and the strong, oily flavour of others. An 
objection during the past 
two decades has been re¬ 
moved by the development 
of what is known ns the 
“ pa per - shel led ” va riety. 

This improved Nut is larger 
than the old varieties, and 
can be cracked in the hands 
by pressing two Nuts one 
against the other. We be¬ 
lieve with the authorities 
of the Department of Agri¬ 
culture that “in the course 
of time, as they are more 
widely grown, Pecans will 
be the most prized of all 
Nuts for domestic use.” 

New varieties are often 
raised, and a Pecan orchard 
is a profitable one. 


which has been stirred about 1 oz. of 
finely-grated cheese. The cheese used 
should be mild—either Cheddar or 
Gruyere. (Some iieople grate the cheese 
dry into the dish among the Parsnips as 
they are laid in.) Then cover lightly with 
breadcrumbs, or Force, and put into a hot 
oven for about ten minutes. I have known 
people, who had always been unable to eat 
Parsnips cooked in the usual way, find 
that, prepared as above, this most useful 
vegetable was quite nice and really 
delicious. Some iieople prefer rather more 
cheese than suggested.— The Garden. 

Yams.—There is in warmer lands much 
food of this kind which might well be 
introduced to our markets. A friend in 
Jamaica writes in reply to a question : — 
“ Sweet Potato. You ask about 
this. Yes; it is much grown here. 
There are many varieties—good, bad, 
and indifferent. Bad ones are watery 
and stringy—beastly. Good ones— 

the best, I mean—are delicious, very 
much like Chestnuts, with the same 
nice dryness and consistence. They 
bite short and turn to good mealiness 
in the mouth—almost indistinguish¬ 
able from Chestnuts, though we do not 
roast them, always boil. In this dis¬ 
trict they are only to be had from 
January to March, but in the higher 



The Hickory is very use¬ 
ful for its wood, and is a 
beautiful tree, growing up to 100 feet 
high. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

More Salsafy.—Now that readers are 
sowing vegetable seeds, 1 should like to 
say a word about Salsafy. It is not grown 
half so often as it should be, for gardeners 
do not realise what a pleasing change it is 
from the usual root crops. Salsafy is very 
easy to grow. All it requires is a deeply- 
dug jilot in a sunny position. No animal 
manure must be put in, but if the site of I 
last year’s Celery trenches can be spared, 
this is ideal. Sow- in March in drills a 
foot apart and an inch deep, thinning out J 
to 0 inches to 12 inches between the plants. 
Good roots can be obtained by transplant¬ 
ing the thinnings a foot ajnrt each way 
into deeply dug land. All that remains to 
be done is to hoe the soil frequently dur¬ 
ing the summer, and in the late autumn 
lift the roots and store in sand, as for 
Carrots.— E. T. Ellis in Garden. 

[A good thing and easily grown on free, ' 
fine soils, coming forked and not so good 
on hea vy, rough soil. —Ed.] 

Parsnips.—The most palatable way of 
cooking this nourishing vegetable is an 
gratin. if the Parsnips are very large and 
at all likely to be coarse, they should be 
split and the cores cut out. After having 
been boiled about an hour, or until quite 
soft, they should be put in layers in a pie- 
dish, or casserole, with a milk sauce, into 
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hills one can have them all the year 
round. The Coeoe is another of our 
good sorts, much the same in its 
“ meat ” as the sweet Potato, only not 
sweet—more like Yam in flavour. The 
Yam is a fine thing in the best kinds. 
We have first-rate ones here. They 
are white-fleshed and yellow-fleshed. 

I like the white the better, they are 
light and mealy ; the yellow are tight 
and heavy and waxy.—W. J.” 

A lake district dish.—I venture to de¬ 
scribe an excellent dish suitable to the pre¬ 
sent time. It is known throughout Cum¬ 
berland and Westmorland as “ herb pud¬ 
ding.” In the early days of fresh spring 
growth collect young Nettles, Dandelion 
leaves, fresh green shoots from any garden 
vegetables, a few Leeks, and the leaves of 
an herb known locally as “ Easterman 
Giant.” I do not know’ the common name 
for this herb, but it looks like Sorrel and 
is grown in cottage gardens expressly for 
this purpose. The cottage housewives vie 
with each other in the number and variety 
of the ingredients of their herb pudding. 
All the herbs are washed, cleaned, and all 
hard stalks removed ; they are chopped, 
and with half a cupful of Barley to three 
or four handfuls of greens they and the 
Barley are tied in a cloth and boiled for 
two and a half hours. The pudding is 
then taken out of the cloth, the water 
drained off, and butter, pepper, and salt 
added. It is then ready to serve, but 


before doing so it is improved by a 
sprinkling of chopped hard-boiled egg on 
the top. I believe this dish to have been 
in use from ancient times. The custom 
here is to eat it on Easter Sunday, and I 
think this [mints to a ceremonial eating, 
possibly dating from Pagan times.—M. H. 
Scott-Nicholson in Garden. 

[Will any reader in the counties named 
tell us more about this dish? — En. Garden¬ 
ing Illustrated.] 

Edible roots. —In these days, when every¬ 
thing is looked at from a useful point of 
view, I recall some remarks made to me 
many years ago by the late Mr. James 
lilaeklock, at that time in charge of Sir 
Mark McT. Stew’art’s tine gardens at 
South wick, in this Stewartry. Mr. Black- 
lock said that the Dahlia was at one time 
considered to be of much use as an edible 
root, and that it had been experimented 
with in order to provide a substitute for 
tlie Potato in the event of another famine, 
owing to Potato disease, in Ireland. 
Further, he said that Tropteolum tubero¬ 
sum was likewise edible; that he had tried 
it cooked, but that he considered it rather 
insipid. I do not remember that Mr. 
Blaeklock had sampled Dahlia-roots In a 
cooked state. It would he interesting to 
know if any of the contributors to 
Gardening Illustrated have any io- 
formation os to the use of these tubers as 
food.—W. McG., Balmae. 

[In the “ Treasury of Botany ” we read 
that “ The first introduction of the Dahlia 
into France had taken place about 1800, 
and the plant was cultivated there for the 
sake of its tubers, which w’ere said to be 
eatable. Owing, however, to their acrid 
and medicinal flavour, they found no 
favour with the human siiecies, and were 
rejected by cattle.”— Ed.] 

"Meatless” or fleshless?—May I be 

allowed to point out a word which is being 
wrongly used at this time—viz., “meat¬ 
less ” should be “ fleshless ” meals. Meat 
is the fruit of the earth, see Genesis, 1st 
chapter, 29th verse: “ And God said. Be¬ 
hold I have given you every herb bearing 
seed, which is upon the face of the earth, 
and every tree, in the which is the fruit 
of a tree yielding seed ; to you it shall lie 
for meat.”— (Mrs.) Forrester, Daily 
Chronicle. 

[Quite true. Meat is the right word for 
the many and various fruits of the earth. 
Flesh is the enemy to man, very good 
though it be for the wolf or tiger. —Ed. 
Gardening Illustrated.] 

Cabbage killed by frost.— The Cabbage 
[dots this year are a dismal sight; some 
kinds like the heads of men uuburied on 
a battlefield. I was pleased to see some 
of the Kales and Sprouts standing up 
fresh after the frost had quite left us, the 
dead heads horrible to see. In our usually 
frostless clime these hard winters do come 
now and then, and it is well to be always 
ready for them. Y'our northern or mid¬ 
land readers might tell us the kinds that 
withstood the hard winter best. The Bed 
Cabbage has suffered less than some of the 
green varieties.—W. 

Lentil Verte du Puy. —My favourite grey 
Lentil having run short, I have tried one 
new to me with this name. It is a small, 
dark-green Bean, but with quite a good 
flavour. I suppose it is a pulse of the 
Auvergne, which I got through MM. 
Vilmoriu-Andrleux, of Paris.—W. 

Radish tops.— Take a large bundle or 
Radish tope, wash well, and cook them in the 
same way as Turnip tope, but they only re¬ 
quire fifteen minutes. Strain and press very 
dry, and add juet a little piece of butter when 
sent to table. I have tried them, and found 
them very nice.—E. Rocers. 
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OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

TUBS FOR TL4NTS USED ON 
TERRACES. 

Two distinct examples of tube for grow¬ 
ing plants used in this manner are here 
illustrated. 

Bitch Pine abd Slate.— That on the 
left is of a. tub that was designed and 
made uix>n this estate some years back 
now. It has proved most efficient in every 
way for the purpose. It is made of stout 
Pitch Pine as a framework and four slate 
panels for the sides, and another for the 
base. These are J inch in thickness. The 
four side panels are bevelled on the two 
sides. Thus, they fit close together when 
screwed up tightly in the framework of 
Pitch Pine. The slab for the base is jier- 


uprlght projects so as to form four legs, so 
that the tubs stand clear of the ground. 
These tubs are heavy when filled with soli, 
and I have never known one to be blown 
over. In our case they are painted green 
in two harmonious shades, the lighter be¬ 
ing chosen for the panels of slate. Not 
even the Agapanthus, which is a notorious 
pot-burster, has any effect whatever upon 
the tubs. We have had them now in use 
for more than twenty years, so their 
utility has been well proven. Being made 
as they are, no soil need come into con¬ 
tact with the framework at the top; in no 
other place is it possible for it to do so. 

Wood only.— The other illustration is of 
an Oak tub strongly tied together with 
iron hoops. Such tubs can he made out of 
stout wine casks, or from petroleum 
barrels when well burned out. This is a 


can be procured. For lifting there are two 
hooks to each tub. The top of the tub is 
finished off with a projecting edge of half- 
round slate, which adds to the finish. 

Jas. Hudson'. 

Gunnertbury House. 


AMONG THE HARDY FLOWERS. 
The early flowers. — The “ early 
flowers 1 ' are late, and, though coming on 
rapidly, are behind the average for the 
years in which I have been gardening. I 
am not sure that we shall have much cause 
to regret this. More than once I have 
welcomed the fair blossoms which are 
among the first to open, only to see them 
destroyed by hard weather. 

The Crocus.—I always think that the 
Crocus is destined to disaster if the 
flowers oi>eu too early. Even the dainty 



The African Lily (Agapanthus umbellalus) in two different makes of tub. 


forated with four or five holes for the pur¬ 
pose of drainage The framework con¬ 
sists of four uprights and eight cross¬ 
pieces. These are screwed up tightly by 
means of four long, stout bolts and screws. 
The end of one off these is seen in the 
illustration. Both the uprights and cross¬ 
pieces are bevelled oft as a finish to the 
tub. When these are completed they 
would l>e practically watertight if it were 
not for the drainage holes. To add to the 
look of the tubs each upright has the top 
turned in the shape of an Acorn, as a 
finish also. The size of the Pitch-Pine is 
2J inches square, and this size of wood 
suits in every case whatever the size of 
the tub may he. We have them in various 
sizes for divers kind of plants. Four stout 
wrought-irou hooks are fixed at the top of 
each upright upon the side for lifting. It 
will be noted that 


thfi^lower end of each 

Google 


ready way of making them, but 1 do not 
like the effect nearly so well, and these 1 
do not stand free of the gravel as does the 
square tub. Two wrought-iron hooks are 
fixed to this tub for lifting. Being some¬ 
what deeper, it holds about as much soil 
as the other one. If a top-heavy plant is 
placed in a round tub there will be a possi¬ 
bility of its being blown over as contrasted 
with the square one. It is not, of course, 
so durable, either, because of wood, ami 
there is a possibility, too, of the hoops \ 
bursting in time through rust. 

Slate only. —We have another tub that 
is completely made of slate. The slate in 
this case is somewhat stouter. They are 
square in shape and of various sizes. 
Each tub is hound tightly together by iron 
tie-rods across two sides. In the case of 
these tubs no painting is required. They 
are probably the most durable tubs that 


Crocus Sicbcri, although naturally early 
and hardy, often suffers when it opens too 
early, and the great Dutch Crocuses, stout 
as they look, do not stand the sleet and 
stormy rains of a late winter, by which 1 
mean one that returns to us or comes on 
after a mild time has brought on our 
flowers too fast. I am a great admirer of 
the Crocus. I do not think we have any¬ 
thing in tlie whole range of our hardy 
flowers that cheers one more than a mass 
or big clump of the common yellow 
Crocus, all aglow with colour in the 
March sun. When we have good weather 
and its bloom is prolonged until April then 
we enjoy it still more. The Crocus should 
have a sheltered, sunny place where its 
blooms will not be liable to rude winds and 
will oik.'u with every short period of sun¬ 
shine and give us their beauties in full. 

Snowflakes.—T he Snowflakes in two 
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or three varieties arc in bloom. That 
called Vagneri by some and carpatieum by 
others has big blooms with deep green 
spots, and is a most precious flower. Then 
there are the one with yellow si>ots on the 
outside, which some authorities tell us is 
the true carpatieum, and the common L. 
vernum, good enough in itself. It seems 
strange that there are so many of the 
smaller gardens without a single repre¬ 
sentative of the spring Snowflakes, which, 
I think, like to be planted rather deeply— 
4 inches to 0 inches at least. The sitring 
Snowflake is heat! and shoulders finer in 
every way than the summer Snowflake. 

Tine Grade Hyacinth. — I suppose 
Ilyaeinthus azureus, alias Muscnri 
uzureuin, is a true Hyacinth, but most 
folks fail to enter into the abstruse points 
of difference between Ihe Hyacinth and 
the Graitc Hyacinth. For all practical 
purposes it is a Grape Hyacinth, and 
makes a strong bid for our favour over 
other Mu scar is or Hyacinths. I came 
across its little cones of exquisite blue 
peeping up through the soil a fortnight 
ago, and now they have come quite through 
and are exquisite in their clustered beauty 
and lovely colouring. Uy the way, a great 
authority says its flowers may need shel¬ 
ter. Is this so? I think not. 

Lungworts. —Probably late in the year 
we would think less of the rulmonarias, 
or Lungworts, than we do in the month of 
March. We have few non-bulbous plants 
so early, and, if they are a bit too coarse 
for some places, they are beautiful and 
their hardiness gives them an assured 
claim upon us. Before I became the 
possessor of a few I did not care much for 
Pulmonarias, but now that I know them 
letter I can see their good points. I have 
them under the names of varieties of 
Pulmonaria angustifolia or officinalis. I 
have a white one, a hundsome blue one, a 
purple one, and a red one. Of these I do 
not care much for the purple one, and the 
blue one appeals most to me. These Lung¬ 
worts are very easy' to grow, but they 
want a little attention. If allowed to re¬ 
main too long without any attention they 
may grow' too high out of the ground and 
die off. A little care, either in lifting and 
replanting deejier or bringing up some soil 
about their crowns, will make all the 
difference. 

Primula seeds. — Following upon a 
warning given through the columns of 
Gardening Illustrated I kept my seed- 
pots which had Primula seeds in them 
after the seedlings of last year had ap¬ 
peared and been pricked carefully off. 
The soil was kept moist, but not too wet, 
and now the second crop, which I was told 
would appear, has done so, and I am 
jubilant at the prospect of having a bigger 
supply of these flue flowers than would 
have been the case had I followed the 
usual practice of emptying the i>ots of soil 
last year. 

An Amateur of Hardy Flowers. 


Primula sikkimensis.— The life of a 
plant of the Sikkim Primrose is a little 
uncertain. That it is a jierennlal is evi¬ 
dent, but it is not generally a long-liver 
in gardens. I have experimented with it 
in several directions, and have come to 
the conclusion that it lasts better if it has 
a dry and well-drained position in winter, 
but moist in summer. My plants which 
stood for the greatest number of years 
were grown just a little above the ground- 
level on tiic lower terrace of a rockery in 
well-drained soil. From the setting in of 
dry weather iu March they had occasional 
soakings of water. This watering re- 
<1 uires to be well attended to, as, if 
-neglected, the plants wilt badly in dry 
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weather. I have also found it do well by 
the side of an artificial watercourse which 
was dry in winter. By the margin of a 
pond, where the soil was constantly wet, 
tlie plants w'ere not so fine and did not last 
so long. A point which calls for attention 
is that of toil-dressing, which should be 
seen to in autumn and spring.—S. Arnott. 

The double yellow Snowdrop.— Looking 
through my Snowdrops on February 24— 
a later date than usual to find so many not 
nearly in bloom—I came upon one of my 
small groups of the double yellow Snow¬ 
drop. The flowers had little more than 
emerged from the soil, but the distinct 
yellow markings which characterise the 
blooms were quite visible. In the double 
yellow Snowdrop the ovary is almost sup¬ 
pressed and is not yellow, as is the case 
with most of the single yellow varieties, 
but green. The flowers are exactly the 
same ns in the ordinary double Snowdrop 
(Galanthus nivalis fl.-pl.), but they have 
all the markings on the segments yellow 
instead of green. In one of my groups 
some of tlie offsets have come with the 
usual green markings, but in most in¬ 
stances these have the yellow markings of 
the original plants. It is quite as vigorous 
as the green-marked double Snowdrop.— 
Ess. 

Plantain Lilies (Fmikias).—Most of the 
Funkias withstand the hardest winter, and 
serve a useful purpose for a shady border. 
One of tlie hardiest is F. Sieboldi, with bold 
foliage with lavender blossoms. With me this 
variety is showing signs of new growth. 
Another good sort is subcordata, with striped 
yellow foliage, very pretty in the early etages 
of growth. I do not know of anything more 
accommodating to the one who has a damp, 
shady border to contend with than the 
Funkias. They may also be used for growing 
in 8-ineh pots for standing about oorridore. 
April is the best month to divide them.— 
Townsman. 

Forget-me-nots.—I had almost given up 
hope as to clumps of Forget-me-nots planted 
between Tulips, so brown had they beoome, 
bu<t a few genial days have brought about a 
transformation in that the borders are full 
of promising green tufts. During the nest few 
weeks seed should be sown for providing 
plants for another year.—D srbv. 

Ipomcea purpurea. —This climoing Convol¬ 
vulus is very serviceable for growing over 
walls and trellises in a town, quickly covering 
any object. April and May are the months 
when seed should be sown out-of-doors if one 
is desirous of a show of the familiar oup- 
shaped blossoms during summer and early 
autumn.—W. F. D. 


GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 

The American grey squirrel.— After an 
acquaintanceship with this of over twenty- 
six years, I have failed to find that it is of 
any economic value, while it has many bad 
traits. It digs up and destroys bulbs, 
having a special fondness for Crocuses; 
it is also particularly destructive amongst 
Bears and our popular vegetable Sweet 
Corn. A few squirrels will soon ruin a 
large Corn patch unless effective measures 
are taken against them. These squirrels 
make nesting places in the attics of houses, 
in barns and other outbuildings, shingles 
and cupboards being easily burrowed 
through. In spring, while the young 
growths on Elms and other trees are young 
and tender, the squirrels simply riddle 
them, cutting them off in squares, so that 
the ground is covered with them. While 
the foregoing are serious faults, the most 
serious one is that these squirrels, or, as 
they would be better termed, “ tree rats,” 
destroy numbers of young birds. This lus-t 
offence to me is unpardonable, for here 
in New England the birds are of supreme 
value in helping to hold in check hordes 
of destructive insects.—W. N. Craio in 
Gardeners’ Otironicle. 


The Vine-weevil.—I was interested in 
the article from “C. T. D.” about the 
Vine-weevil, as I have great trouble to get 
rid of it here, not only among Ferns, but 
it attacked and ate roots of Fuchsias and 
other pot plants, and in the garden I lost 
a lot of rare double Primrose plants. It 
is only detected when plants are found 
dying, and when lifted they will lie found 
to have few or no roots. Carefully hand¬ 
picking over the turned-up soil is the only 
way I find to cheek them. When in the 
beetle stage some can be trapped by leav¬ 
ing a few heaps of large leaves among the 
plants. Lift these carefully morning and 
evening to catch those concealed beneath. 
This is not so easy as it sounds, as they 
scuttle away to hide in the soil very 
quickly. I trust that with the long sited 
of hard frost we have had this winter 
these and other garden pests will not be so 
troublesome during tlie coming season.— 
F. E. Lloyd, Croghan , Co. Roscommon. 


FERNS. 

SYNONYMS. 

Different names for the same plants con¬ 
stitute one of the greatest bugbears for 
both botanists and horticulturists. 
Botanists at home and abroad devote them¬ 
selves to the study of plant-naming with 
a view to reducing this evil by research 
into the origin of the names themselves, 
and, by ascertaining the most appropriate 
and authoritative, to obtain universal re¬ 
cognition of these alone. Unhappily the 
result but too often increases the con¬ 
fusion, the would-be reformer either add¬ 
ing a new name .of his own or, as is fre¬ 
quently the case, disinterring from the 
archives of the past a name which has 
been overlooked but which, being of earlier 
date, he claims by the “ law of priority” 
to be the only one admissible. Now, it is 
precisely this “ law of priority ” which the 
really practical grower often regards as 
illogical. Iu the old days it was inevitable 
that the botanist was seriously handi¬ 
capped in many ways by scarcity of 
material for one thing, by defective inter¬ 
communication with others for another, 
and last, but not least, by the fact that he 
was largely dependent upon herbaria 
siiecimens for the material aforesaid. 

In connection with the Ferns which I 
have iiarticularly iu view practical famili¬ 
arity with them as living plants as dis¬ 
tinct from knowledge acquired from 
herbaria material forces me to the conclu¬ 
sion that the latter by itself only too often 
leads to erroneous conceptions. To my 
mind It is upon the later knowledge ac¬ 
quired by the study of the living plants, 
and particularly of their varietal capacity, 
that nomenclature should be based, and 
that adherence to the “ priority ” law often 
simply tends to multiply and perpetuate 
errors. The best and finest name should 
be selected from the mass by a joint com¬ 
mittee of botanists and growers so that 
their joint knowledge could be brought to 
bear upon this vexed question. To take a 
tjpicul case in illustration. We have a 
genus termed Aspidium, which literally 
means “ Shield Fern,” that is, a Fern 
whose sori are protected by a shield-shaped 
spore cover, e.g., Bolystichum, Cyrtomium, 
and other species or sub-genera which, be¬ 
sides these names, are listed synonymously 
also as Aspidium with some justification 
as possessing a shield-shaped indusium. 
This indusium, however, In the genus and 
sub-genera cited, is perfectly round and is 
centrally attached to the frond by a short 
protuberance or stalk, the spores being 
thus arranged symmetrically around it. 
Next we have a family popularly called 
the Buckler Ferns, In which, as the name 
implies, there is also a shield-shaped ln- 
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dusitun, but bere the shield is not circular, 
but kidney-shaped, and this is attached by 
a short stalk or projection at the indenta¬ 
tion of the kidney, the spores being thus 
mrnnged only part of the way around the 
attachment Here there is a constant and 
easily recognisable feature which some 
botanists, to my mind quite properly, have 
distinguished by the name “ Nephrodium,” 
thus indicating the “ kidney ” character. 
A considerable group of Ferns is thus 
eharly characterised, but by some botan¬ 
ists is lumped with Aspidium and by others 
is termed Lastreas, and recently, especi¬ 
ally by foreign botanists, the name of 
Dryopteris has become in vogue. 

Now, this particular instance typifies, in 
my opinion, the absurdity of much of the 
so-called reforms in nomenclature. 
“Lastrea,” as a name given in honour of 
an earlier botanist, is only justifiable if he 
were the first discoverer of the genus, but, 
even then, the inventor of the truly de¬ 
scriptive term “Nephrodium” should be 
entitled to its general recognition by 
reason of its greater fitness. When, how¬ 
ever, we pursue this instance further and 
find “ Dryopteris ” widely accepted in lieu 


ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

i THE BASQUE FLOWER (ANEMONE 
l PULSATILLA) AS AN EDGING PLANT. 
Tins handsome hardy plant was, in the 
carpet-gardening period, almost lost to 
gardens. For this there was no good 
reason—all the good things that did not 
fall in with the false taste of the day were 
thrown on the rubbish-heap. Some good 
seedling plants were put inside a stone 
edging, with the result shown in the pic¬ 
ture. They were planted in the cool loam 
of the district, and never went back. There 
is a charming variety of colour among the 
flowers. The protection of the garden 
lends to a stouter growth than that sliowm 
j by the wild plant cushioned in the bare 
Grass. 


THE FORCING OF ALPINES. 

As destructive of character, whether of 
flower, or leaf, or stem, and thereby 
j robbing them ol’ their natural charms, I 
have always been opiwsed to the undue 
I forcing of tlie choicer alpine plants, or, 

| indeed, to forcing them at all. Tile most 


(yellow) and Bursiculata (white) at the 
Royal Horticultural meeting on March 13th 
last. Both had suffered so much from an 
undue application of artificial boat as to 
he hardly recognisable. Moreover, the 
main object of exhibiting, tluit of showing 
a plant at its best, is nullified and can 
hardly assist it commercially. The latter 
had apparently suffered most. Instead of 
richly-coloured stems, above which the 
sturdy, white-flowered trusses show to ad¬ 
vantage when the plant is grown naturally, 
only pale green peduncles were seen, and 
these so weak as to lie unable to stand 
erect. Curiously, at an earlier meeting a 
grower of it had told me how brilliant of 
stem it was at the moment on his rock 
garden, hence to see it as described, while 
doing it an injustice, made it all the more 
disappointing. E. H. Jenkins. 


Saxifraga Burseriana Gloria _This is 

generally credited with-being the largest 
of its class, albeit another, S. Li. magna, 
was at one time expected to surpass it in 
this respect. Be that as it may, the above- 
j named is by far the best known, and so 
i far as si/.e is concerned quite large enough- 



of tlie previous names, we at last iu won¬ 
der analyse “Dryopteris,” and what does 
it mean, simply the “ Wood Fern” and 
nothing else, and/yet we find it so largely 
accepted that in American Fern literature 
it has universally replaced Nephrodium 
and Lastrea. Hence, when the practical 
British Fern student and grower, like the 
writer, seeks to gain some knowledge of 
British species in foreign habitats be finds 
them figuring under quite unrecognisable 
names; that is, if be is able to trace their 
existence at all. Furthermore, he finds 
Unit, owing to the lack of study of varietal 
capacity on the part of the systematic 
botanist, merely distinct varietal forms re¬ 
ceive distinct specific names, because the 
form of the frond is not found to agree 
with recorded herbarium specimens of the 
more prevalent normal type. \t'e have 
several instances of this in our own collec¬ 
tion of i’olypodiuin vulgarc (British and 
British Columbian forms). 

In conclusion, I admit my ignorance of 
the great bulk of controversial literature 
upon which so-called synonym reform is 
based, and confine myself, therefore, to 
one or two salient instances which appeal 
to me as iialpable absurdities. C. T. D. 
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Pasque Flower. Sussex. 

that call be advanced in its favour, viz., i 
an earlier flowering by a few days, is as , 
naught compared to the loss sustained— j 
loss of characteristic beauty and that in- j 
dividualism which adds so much of 
pleasure to those who kuow them well. 
Protection in a frame or a cold—absolutely i 
cold—and freely ventilated alpine-house I 
have advocated again and again because 
of its advantages both to the cultivator 
and the jilant. Iu the cold house the plant 
is brought nearer the vision, and while 
protected from the vicissitudes of weather 
is, provided dry atmospheric conditions 
prevail, enabled to display its unsullied 
beauty for the longest possible period. 

Dry atmospheric conditions mean much 
to these plants. A close, stuffy atmo¬ 
sphere, whether of house or frame, ruins i 
many of them, worst of all when accom¬ 
panied by artificial heat, however slight. 
In this connection not a few alpines arc 
exceedingly sensitive, some of them ex- | 
hibiting a distinct dislike for glass pro¬ 
tection of any kind after April is gone, 
and when, in large measure, the earliest I 
flowering kinds could be again in the open. 

I have been tempted to write the above I 
after seeing Saxifrages Mrs. Leng 


Size of blossom iu these plants is, how¬ 
ever, very much a question of propagation, 
while freedom of flowering is also directly 
attributable to tlie same thing done on 
systematic lines. By some the flower of 
>S. B. Gloria at its best is said to reach 
half-crown size, and if it does not look it 
and may not agree with it by actual 
measurement, if such a coin is laid on a 
big flower it may be pressed out to that 
size or something near. A fair average 
size would be shilliug large, which is often 
exceeded all round. Thus it is that a 
dozen or eighteen flowers completely hide 
a moderate-sized plant and make a goodly 
show. The pure white petals have a 
slightly crenated margin, and from many 
points of view, simple cultural needs 
among others, it is certainly one of the 
most desirable of its set. It is now (March 
fflst) approaching ils best, though this year 
it is later than usual. It is quite happy in 
gritty loam.—E. H. J. 

“The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds .”—New Edition, 12th, revised, with descriptions 
oj all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium Svo, 15 s .; 
post .free, 15s . 6d. Of all Booksellers or from the office 
of Cakdknino Illustrated, 03, Lincoln’s Inn Fields t 
London, W.C. 2. 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In rloom March 20th .—Dap h no Mczcreum, 
Erica luaitunica, E. carnca (in variety), E. 
mediterranea hybrida, iSaxi]raga Burseriana 
Gloria, S. B. major, S. upiculata, S. Boydi 
alba. S. Griesbuchi, Chionodoxas (in variety), 
Crocus (in variety). Winter Aconite, Cyclamen 
Count, SnoU'drops (in variety), Hcpaticus, Iris 
histrioidca major, Z. stylosa. 

The week’s work. —The pruning of Roses will 
now be commenced, starting with the Hybrid 
Perpetuate and finishing with the Teas, at the 
beginning of April. A much more rational 
system of pruning Roses is in many oases 
needed. Many people go to the extreme, some 
catting their Roses down to the ground every 
year, others snipping off the elioote and 
nothing more. As to how much one should 
prune back a certain Roe© only needs a little 
observation to determine. Let anyone ex¬ 
amine a well-grown bush, and he will observe 
several fine shoots that have emerged close to 
the base of the plant. Instead of pruning 
these hard they should be retained from 
10 inohee to 12 inches long in the case of Roses 
of the Caroline Testout type, but all decrepit 
growth, of oouree, should be cut away. The 
general method of pruning should be to cut 
out all old worn-out growths, them completely 
cut out soft, pithy shoot© produced late in the 
season. There will then be left three to five, 
and perhaps more, good, sound growths— 
growths that have more solid wood than pith, 
and it - is from such growths that the best 
blooms come. One often eeee Rose bushes 
whose centres are crowded with innumerable 
small shoots, quite useless, aud which, if 
allowed to remain only form a hiding-place 
for the numerous peet© of the Rose. When 
first planted Roses should be severely pruned 
i.c., to within 3 inches or 4 inches of the bae 
of the plants. Those planted in the autumn 
and early spring may be pruned by the end 
of March, but those planted in March and 
April are best pruned before planting or 
immediately after. Newly-planted Ramblers 
of the Wiohuraiana type should be cut down 
to within a foot of the ground, all save one 
or two growths to bloom, these to be after¬ 
wards cut down in August. By this time 
young growths will be well advanced from 
the base to furnish flowering w r ood for next 
year. The multiflora group, when newly- 
planted. is best pruned back to about 12 inches, 
but if it is desired to see a little bloom, one 
good ripened growth may be retained full 
length. Climbing Tea, Hybrid Tea, and 
Noisette Roses recently planted against walls 
should be pruned back to 2 feet, excepting 
the climbing sports of Hybrid Teas, such as 
Lady Ashtown, W. J. Grant, and Paul Lede, 
which are best retained almost full length if 
they have wintered well. Tufted Pansies pro¬ 
pagated from cuttings in cold-frames in the 
early autumn have made sturdy plants, and, 
being duly hardened off, are now ready for 
removal to permanent quarters, and will be 
planted at the first opportunity, so as to get 
them well established before warm weather 
sets in. In selecting a position for these, 
choose an open one, but not exposed to full 
sunshine, and give a dressing of fibrous loam 
and coarse sand, but avoid manure, as it en¬ 
courages sappy growth. Lift each plant with 
a trowel, so as to obtain a ball of soil. A 
distance of 9 inches apart will be sufficient, 
and all flowers should be kept picked off, ami 
the strong stems pinched back till the shoots 
meet and form a tuft, when they may be 
allowed to flower. Tufted Pansies are most 
effective when planted ns a groundwork to 
other plants. 

Herbaceous Pceonies should now be given a 
nourishing mulch. These plants are gross 
feeders and very thirsty plants, so there can¬ 
not be anything more beneficial than well de¬ 
cayed manure placed around each plant, but 
not oil or actually touching the crowns. 
Where cow-manure can be obtained, this 
should be given in preference, particularly if 
the soil be light. It is richer than ordinary 
manure, and experience lias shown me that it 
suits the needs of Pieoniee best. Eremunie 
himalaicufl. E. robust-lie, and its varieties are 
commencing to grow strongly, and need pro¬ 
tection from frost and snow. Water lodging 
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in the crowns of the plants and becoming 
frozen fleetroys the tips of the flower-spikes, 
otherwise they are perfectly hardy. E. Bungei 
and E. Olgie, being later, require no protec¬ 
tion whatever. F. W. Gallop. 

Lil/ord Hall Gardens, Oundle, Xortlianls. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Early Potatoes. -When more genial weather 
sets in the first planting of Potatoes may take 
place outdoors. Whether they are given a 
separate border or are planted between rows 
of early Peas, the position should be sheltered 
and face south. Should space be limited, the 
rows may stand 18 inches apart, but better 
crops are secured if another 6 inches can oe 
afforded. On heavy soils it pay© to strew 
light soil in the drills after they are drawn 
some 5 inches deep, and to cover the tubers 
with it after planting them from 9 inche© to 
1 foot apart, according to size. Old potting 
©oil, leaf-mould, and old hotbed material are 
all suitable for this purpose, and make all the 
difference in regard to crop and earliness when 
a soil of the nature mentioned ha© to be dealt 
with. A© to varieties, nearly every grower has 
hie favourites. The Ashleaf varieties cannot 
be beaten for flavour, even if surpassed in 
point of crop. Of these there are several, the 
most, prolific being Myatt’s. Other early varie¬ 
ties are Victor, Express, Duke of York, Puri¬ 
tan, and Epicure, the last a round variety and 
a very heavy cropper. 

Potatoes on a hotbed.—Where leave© are 
plentiful, aud a bed of them, some 4 feet 
in height, was built in an out-of-tiie-wa) 
place where the Potato tops will not get drawn 
from want of light, the same should now be 
covered with ©oil to a depth of 9 inches, plac¬ 
ing 11-inch boards on edge round the outside 
to hold the same in place. If difficulty is ex¬ 
perienced in getting the outside of the bed 
to remain in place, a few old sheep hurdles 
let into the ground close to the bed will pre¬ 
vent- the leaves slipping down. As the Potato 
top© when they push through the ©oil can be 
easily protected with mats, long litter, etc., 
the tubers may he planted at once in i-ows 
5 inches apart, the ©pace between afterwards 
being sown with early Radishes of the Turn ip 
and Olive shaped kinds or a long-rooted sort, 
if preferred. The former, as a rule, are first 
ready for use. The Potato set© in the fore¬ 
going instance© should have been previously 
prepared for planting by setting them on 
end, with eye© upwards, in boxes to become 
sprouted. 

Trench Beans.—As bedding out will this 
season be much rest rioted and in many in¬ 
stances abandoned altogether, a heated pit, 
which ha© hitherto been used for the former, 
may be turned to good account by raising a 
crop of French Beans in it instead. If it does 
not already contain a bed of ©oil of a suit¬ 
able nature the omission can soon be recti¬ 
fied, and if to hand a bed of leave© some 
18 inches or 24 inches in depith, if put in first, 
will generate a certain degree of warmth and 
afford bottom heat. A compost similar to that 
employed for growing French Beans in pot©, 
only rather more loamy, is required, and in 
this the Beans may be sown a© soon as it is 
warmed through. The rows may stand 
15 inche© apart, and run from back to front 
of the pit. If the soil is moist, when the seed 
is sown no water is needed until germination 
takes place. The plants must he supported 
with piece© of old Birch brooms before they 
get too high. A temperature of 50 degs. to 
65 degs. is necessary, ventilating whenever 
weather conditions are favourable. 

Stove plants.—The cuttings of ftue-foliaged 
plant© required for decoration are now suffi¬ 
ciently rooted to admit of their being ehifted 
into 48’e, which is the beat sized po-t to em¬ 
ploy when the plant© are required for placing 
in vases for the dinner-table and similar pur¬ 
poses. With proper treatment handsome speci¬ 
mens are to l>e had in pot© of the size named. 
Dracaena© and Crotons, which on account of 
being leggy were rung round and mossed, 
are also sufficiently rooted to allow of their 
being detached and potted. The potting in 
both cases should be done in the et-ove. 

Gloxinias.—These have started sufficiently 
to warrant their being potted. Use clean 


pots and crock© anti a compost of equal parts 
flbrou© peat, turfy loam, and a liberal quan¬ 
tity of coarse silver sand. A shelf in the stove 
is a good position for them for the next few 
weeks or until they are nicely rooted. 

Strawberry planting. — When thi© was 
neglected last autumn and the plant© were in¬ 
stead put out. fairly close together in rows on 
a border, they should now be lifted and 
planted in their permanent quarters. Secure 
a good ball of soil with each plant and make 
them as firm a© possible either by treading or 
with the handle of the trowel. They should 
not be allowed to flower this season, but. let 
them furnish a crop of strong runners instead 
either for pot© or for the planting of other 
)>ede next autumn. The ground between the 
row© can l>e utilised for the growing of any¬ 
thing which will come quickly into use, such 
a© Lettuces, Radishes, etc. 

Grafting.- Tree© which are to be regrafted 
should now' be out back near to the point 
where the scions are to be worked on them. 
Where there are several branches on a tree 
due regard to symmetry must be paid, so 
that well-shaped head© will result. The ecioue, 
if not already set aside, should be taken with¬ 
out further delay, and heeled in under a north 
wall. Fortunately the trees are a© yet in quite 
dormant condition. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Early vinery.—When it can bo seen which 
are the best bunches, reduce the number on a 
Vine to what it is capable of finishing without 
being unduly exhausted. The bunches should 
be evenly distributed over the whole of the 
Vine. The lateral shoot© should be kept in 
check ©o a© not to crowd the trellis with 
growtli and leaves, but encourage os muesli as 
possible the leaves behind and just in front 
of the bunches. Thinning Grape© requires 
great care, both in the manipulation and 
selection of the berries. If insufficiently 
thinned, the berries become wedged and 
seldom keep well even in summer, w'hile, on 
the other hand, too much thinning result© in 
a large-berried, straggling bunch, which never 
travels well, and spreads all over the dish or 
exhibition board. A thorough acquaintance 
with the capabilities of the Vine i© the first 
essential, the rest is a matter of mechanical 
skill; but in all oases the early thinning of 
free-setting sort© a© soon as they are out of 
flower should never be neglected. 

Muscats in flower should have a night tem¬ 
perature of 68 degs. to 70 degs., and a further 
rise of 10 degs. to 15 degs. on bright days. 
Keep the poiut© of the bunches near the light, 
as Muscat© do not 6et well under dense foliage. 
Fertilise the flowers daily with a camel-hair 
brush or rabbit’s tail, using Black Hamburgh 
or Alicante pollen if obtainable. Examine the 
border as soon as the Grape© are set, and if 
found to be dry give a thorough watering. 
Pay attention to tying down the ehoot© and 
stopping the laterals. Later Vine© claim 
attention in the matter of disbudding as 
soon as it can be seen which buds promise the 
best bunches. Select well-shaped bunches in 
preference to large-shouldered or loose ones. 
Keep a moderately moist atmosphere by 
syringing the walls and damping the paths. 
Give a night temperature of 58 degs. to 60 degs., 
closing early with sun heat, a© this helps to 
draw out the bunches. 

Melons.—To induce the plants to fruit early 
the leading growth© are stopped when they 
reach about 20 inches up the trellis. Thin the 
laterals by the early stopping of superfluous 
ones beyond their first leaf, in order to pre¬ 
vent the crowding of foliage. Carefully secure 
the leading shoot© and tie the laterals to the 
trellis loosely. Stop each lateral at one leaf 
beyond the first female blossom, which ferti¬ 
lise, aud either stop sub-laterals or rub them 
out as may be necessary. During the flower¬ 
ing period preserve a comparatively dry and 
buoyant atmosphere, and when three or four 
fruit© upon each plant are set and swelling 
remove all subsequent flowers a© they appear. 
Air early and freely when the weather is 
favourable, but. guard against low tempera¬ 
tures and au excessive amount of atmospheric 
moisture. 

Pig-trees on a south wall have had the pro¬ 
tecting material removed, ns after this date 
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it is not likely that we shall experience frost 
sufficiently severe to injure the trees on walls. 
The neoeoeary pruning wall now be carried out.. 
This consists in the removel of all old branches 
anil thoee which have borne fruit. The bare 
spaces, the result of this operation, should 
be covered with young ehoote of the previous 
season, which should be laid in at full length, 
the points of these shoots bearing the most 
fruit. A space of 6 inches to 8 inches should 
be allowed between the young shoots, other¬ 
wise the young wood will have little chance of 
maturing perfectly, especially if the summer 
be a cool one. A rich border is unnecessary 
for the Pig. the rank growth induced by much 
nutriment leading to unfruitfulnese. 


Raspberry canes that were left at their full 
length when fastened to the supports last 
autumn shonld now l>e shortened- to a point 
6 inches higher than the stake or wire to which 
they are secured. Recently-planted canes 
should be cut down to within 6 inches of the 
ground to cause strong canes to be thrown up 
this year for fruiting next year, as. if left at 
their full length in the year of planting, a 
few small fruits are borne and then the plants 
die, there not being enough vigour in them to 
perfect fruits and produce young canes at the 
same time. The young shoots that spring from 
the cut-down canes should be reduced to two 
when about 3 inches in height. 


Cabbage and Brussels Sprouts have been 
sown on ground that is in good condition. To 
obtain first-rate Cabbages arid Brussels Sprouts 
they must be quickly grown. If raised on 
poor seed beds and planted on indifferent 
ground the result can never be satisfactory. 
Slowly-grown Cabbages and Sprouts lose all 
the crispness eo much to be desired in succu¬ 
lent vegetables. Sow thinly in drills 9 inches 
apart, and about 1 inch deep. Express. Heart- 
well. Tender and True, and Button's Imperial 
are varieties of Cabbage that can always be 
depended upon for summer use. Favourite 
varieties of Brussels Sprouts are Dwarf Gem, 
The Bullet, Sutton's Exhibition, and Match- 
lee*?. A sowing of Early Broccoli and Cauli¬ 
flower will now be mode on a warm border, 
also liberal sowings of Carrot Early Gem, and 
Turnip Snowball. A liberal planting of Pota¬ 
toes has been made in a sheltered part of the 
garden, where protection can be given if neces¬ 
sary. The surfaeoeoil is thoroughly forked 
over as planting proceeds. If the soil is of 
a cold nature a quantity of leaf-mould or old 
potting soil should be spread along the drills 
during the planting. The seed tubers having 
been laid in trays are in an advanced state of 
growth, and great care is needed in planting 
and covering them so that the young shoots 
are not broken. I find May Queen one of the 
best for planting now, being a heavy cropper 
and of good quality. 

Asparagus.—Provided the soil is in a suit¬ 
able condition the present is the beet tin^e to 
make new plantations of Asparagus or to 
make good any blanks that are among the 
plants put out last season. On no account 
should planting be done if the ground is nob 
sufficiently dry. The ground having been pre¬ 
pared in the autumn or winter by deep trench¬ 
ing and manuring, the surfaee-eodi should be 
made fine. If the soil is heavy or the position 
low it is advisable to plant on raised beds. 
First mark out these with stout and permanent 
corner stakes. A distance of 3 feet to 4 feet 
is a suitable width for narrow, early beds, 
and 5 feet to 6 feet for the others, alleys 2 feet 
wide being allowed between them in each in¬ 
stance. The best, of the soil in the alleys 
should be shovelled out and evenly distributed 
over the beds. Two rows of plants will be 
sufficient on the narrow beds, arranging these 
a>K>urt. 1 foot from the edges, while in the case 
of the broader beds three rows are ample, the 
outer lines being about 15 inches from the 
edges. A space of 18 inches is a suitable 
distance to place the plants apart in the rows. 
When the plants are put out, wide drills, about 
5 inches or 6 inches deep, should be opened 
for them with a spade. A little hillock should 
be formed for each plant and the roots -spread 
evenly out. these being covered with about 
3 inches of the finest soil. Where the nature 
of the ground and the position are favourable 
to growing Asparagus, it is best grown on the 
level. Put out on a free-working soil and 
given plenty of room, extra strong plants re- 
euK jjn the coume^7>W(jy*r and 


such may be readily moulded up if desired to 
blanch the produce. The rows should not be 
less than 3 feet apart, and the plants 2 feet 
apart- in the rows. F. W. Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Outside work.—Outside work lias been again 
interfered with by a heavy fall of enow. At 
the same time, the soil was not in a suitable 
condition for sowing or planting, and the 
snowfall may. after all, prevent mischief 
following in the case of seede or plants which 
may have been sown prematurely. Nothing 
is gained by being in a hurry, and it is to be 
hoped, alter the present snow goes, that the 
increasing power of the sun will quickly 
bring the soil into the desired condition. 
Before the snow came considerable progress 
was made with arrears of digging. Trenches 
were taken out for late Peas. These were 
made at intervals of 6 feet in the case of 
trenches intended for tall Peas, and of 5 feet 
for those of less stature. The ©oil was thrown 
out to a depth of 2 feet, a good allowance 
of well-decayed manure, which had been re¬ 
served for the purpose, was spread in the 
bottom of the trenches, and after a dressing 
of soot was applied the manure was incor¬ 
porated with the soil. Afterwards the half of 
the excavated soil was returned, and when 
sufficiently dry it will be trodden moderately 
firm, this forming the bed for the seeds. It 
was also found possible to complete the dig¬ 
ging or forking and rearranging of hardy 
flower borders. Some details of planting which 
had been delayed by the prolonged frost were 
also attended to. Despite obvious drawbacks, 
it is satisfactory to be in a position to say 
that outside work is in all respects well in 
hand. 

Climbing plants on houses and walls.-—In 

many cases climbing plants on walls and 
houses have been considered of secondary im¬ 
portance in view of the requirements of all 
available labour in other directions. The 
needful attention must not now be longer de¬ 
layed. and while the soil is unworkable, this 
can be taken in hand. Such things as the 
Clematis, which make© exuberant growth in 
the course of a season, ought to be drastically 
dealt with. Ivy may be pruned or clipped if 
not already attended to, growths of the 
various Ampelopsie which threaten to invade 
pipes or to encroach unduly should be seen 
to. and any needful tying or nailing may be 
done. Eseallonia macrantha is grown on the 
south front of the mansion to some extent, 
and. being suited by local conditions, it makes 
extraordinary growths. These have to be 
kept in bounds by judicious thinning, and 
the same remark applies to the Jew’s Mallow 
(Kerria japonica fl.-pl.) and to Cotoneoster 
Simmondsi. 

Hardy Fuchsias.—It. is intended to plant 
some £>d* in the flower garden with hardy 
Fuchsias during the ensuing season. Cuttings 
were taken in limited numbers during the 
autumn for stock. These ©truck readily and 
were grown on coolly throughout the winter. 
Having now made young wood, the tip of each 
plant was taken off and inserted in the pro¬ 
pagating case. These, in turn, will afford 
further cuttings, and this course will be taken 
until the required number, with a margin 
for casualties, has been obtained. 

Bedding Pelargoniums.—These for several 
seasons have been grown in greatly reduced 
numbers, but it is not considered advisable to 
lose them altogether. Therefore, a few boxes 
of cuttings are put in yearly in autumn. 
Being crowded in the outrting boxes, they now 
require more space. To afford them the neces¬ 
sary room the old plan of mossing is adopted, 
and by this means ©mall pots are saved for 
other and more necessary purposes. After the 
mossing is completed the plants are replaced 
in boxes and returned to the pits. Naturally, 
they flag a little for a time, but if given the 
usual routine attention they soon recover, 
and make excellent plants when planting-out 
time arrives. A similar course is followed in 
the case of sweet-scented Pelargoniums, which 
are favourites here. These are apt to grow 
rather spindly if given too much heat, and 
a.t times, in order to obtain bushy plants for 
putting out, it becomes needful to pinch the 
tope out. 


Hardy fruit-trees on walls now begin to 
push their buds. This is especially noticeable 
in the case of Peaches and Pears. The latter 
have again been well dusted with finely-slaked 
lime. There has not been time, nor, indeed, 
has there been suitable weather, in which to 
spray these trees, and it is hoped a couple 
of dressings of lime will to some extent supply 
the place of spraying. Fruit-trees grown cool 
under glass are now on the point of expand¬ 
ing their buds. Syringing is, therefore, in the 
meantime suspended. I hear complaints in 
this neighbourhood of bud-dropping, more 
especially in the case of Peaches and Nec¬ 
tarines. This is generally attributed to im¬ 
perfectly ripened wood, which is probably in 
most cases the correct solution, for, os will 
be remembered by fruit-growers, there wtiS a 
lack of sunshine during 1916. 

Chrysanthemums.—The first potting up has 
now been completed in the case of Chrysan¬ 
themums for winter flowering. These are all 
in 5-dnch pots, and they wiLl remain in these 
until they go into their flowering pots. There¬ 
fore. the compost was marie up of a greater 
proportion of roughly-chopped loam than 
usual, and a good dash of soot was added. 1 
am at no time a believer in fancy mixtures 
for Chrysanthemums, or, indeed, for pot 
plants generally. Sound loam, well-decayed 
leaf-mould, with a sufficiency of sand provide 
plenty of nourishment for plants, and when 
that is exhausted, top-dressings, liquid-manure, 
eoot-water, or chemical fertilisers in solution 
will carry them on. The employment of arti¬ 
ficial manures in composts is prejudicial to 
the healthy formation of young roots, and I 
think in the case of Chrysan them urns that 
such fancy mixtures predispose the plants to 
outbreaks of rust and other troubles. 

Cyclamens.—These, now at the height of 
their display, ought to l>e kept as cool as pos¬ 
sible. Too much heat will result in weak and 
spindly foliage and flow'er-stems. Only suffi¬ 
cient w’ater to keep the plants in good health 
is necessary, and if, through the employment 
of a little extra heat during the late frost, 
there are any signs of thrips, vaporising ought 
to be resorted to without delay. Rather 
vaporise lightly on two successive evenings 
than overdo it by an excessive vaporising on 
a single occasion. Seedling plants sown in 
autumn will now be ready for transferring to 
3-inch pot©. Keep the conns well above the 
surface of the ©oil. and let the latter contain 
a good proportion of leaf-mould and ©and. 

Cineraria grandiflora.- For a number of 
years the older type of Cineraria lias been 
discarded in favour of C. -tellata. Attracted 
by a splendid display of C. grandiflora in a 
neighbouring garden, it has been resolved to 
grow* a batch of these sliow’y plants for spring 
work daring next season. Accordingly, during 
the week seeds of a good strain were pn>cured 
and sown. • 

Biennial Stocks. Sowings of Stocks made 
during the week include such varieties os 
Empress Elizabeth (of a fine shade of crimson- 
rose) and Crimson King. Strictly speaking, 
these ought to have l>een sown in autumn: 
but if ©own now and brought on quietly with¬ 
out artificial heat they may spend next winter 
in a cold-frame, and if planted out in March 
will flower from the end of April until mid¬ 
summer. 

Grevillea robusta.--Reedlings of this useful 
fine-foliaged plant were potted on into 4-inch 
pots in the course of the week. In ©mall pots 
G. robust a is useful alike for greenhouse or 
conservatory decoration and for house work. 
If large specimens be required for hall or 
staircase, if potted on till the plants are in 
10-inch pots, fine piece© may be obtained. 
They must, of course, for this purpose be 
grown single-stemmed, no pinching being per¬ 
missible. Small pieces in 5-inch pots, if 
thoroughly hardened off. may be employed a© 
dot plants in flower beds during the summer. 

General work under glass for a time again 
tends to become routine. With the increasing 
number of seedlings, more time is required for 
watering, and care is required to prevent, or, 
at least, to minimi*** damping off. Ventilate 
freely during suitable weather, and keep fire- 
heat within moderate bound© at all time©. 

Original from w Mconproc. 

Bdlmcu’ Bardens, Kirkcudbright. 
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TO OUR READERS. 


With our first issue in April the 
price of “Gardening Illustrated ” will 
be twopence weekly. Under the 
circumstances of the time we have 
no choice. It will be our endeavour 
to make the paper fully worth the 
money. 

Owing to the paper shortage, and 
tho inability of Newsagents to order 
“on sale or return” as heretofore, it 
will be necessary for our readers to 
give a firm order to their Newsagent 
or Bookstall for a copy to be reserved 
for them weekly : or the paper may 
be ordered direct by post from the 
Publisher, 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
London, W.C. 2. Subscribers already 
on our list will receive the full 
number of copies ordered without 
extrocUr^ 

63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
London, W.C. 2. 

Prepaid Postal Rates: One year, 10/-: 
six months, 5/-; three months, 2/6 ; 
for abroad, one year, 12/-. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Violets diseased (W. D. 5.).—Your Violete 
have been attacked by the Violet “smut,” a 
disease due to the invasion of the tissues by 
the fungus Urocyetie Violse. This fungus ap¬ 
pears to be perennial in the tissues of its boat, 
and produces its fruit every year on the new 
growths, and therefore notliing can cure the 
plants attacked. It would be best to burn 
them so as to check the spread of the disease. 

Iris stylosa not flowering (B. H.).— You 
give us no idea of where your plant is grow¬ 
ing, but one cause of this not flowering is too 
much soil and too much root-room. The 
finest plants we have 6een are those tightly- 
wedged against a south wall, the roots and 
rhizomes pres«ing on to this. When thus 
placed there is a uniform as well as retentive 
warmth that benefits this Ins. Early in April 
break up some of your plants and replant 
tightly against the hottest wall you have, 
keeping the rhizomes quite near the surface. 
This Iris requires some time to become well 
established. 

Starting tuberous-rooted Begonias (T. 

Allen ).—A good plan in starting these tubers 
into growth and preparing them for planting 
out later is to place them, early in April, in 
shallow boxes, first spreading a layer of leaf- 
mould or Cocoa-fibre over the bottom and plac¬ 
ing the tubers on this, then standing the boxes 
in your frame and keeping the same close 
until growth is well on the move. A light 
covering of the same material will be all that 
is necessary until roots are freely emitted. 
If you have no boxes, then you may lay them 
in Cocoa-fibre on a hard surface in the frame 
and cover with the same material. It i6 
always advisable to start them into growth 
before planting out. Light syringing overhead 
will assist in starting the growth. After a 
time they may be gradually hardened off pre¬ 
paratory to being placed in the open, which 
should be towards the end of May or when all 
fear of frost is over. 


Iris fimbriata (R.). —This, also known as I. 
chinensie and I. japonica, is a lovely winter- 
flowering greenhouse plant, producing spikes 
of bloom 18 inches in height, the individual 
flowers about 4 inches across, of a pale blue- 
mauve colour, blotched with bright yellow apd 
fimbriated at the edges. Sandy loam and peat 
suit it well, and it always blooms best when 
in a pot-bound condition. Repotting should 
always be done after the flowers have 
withered, but only when absolutely necessary. 
While making its foliage a plentiful supply of 
water is necessary, with occasional doses of 
weak liquid-manure. The temperature of the 
house should never fall below 45 degs. 

Azaleas after flowering (W. B.).— As soon 
as the flowers facie, pick all the seed pods off 
at- once, prune back the straggling shoots you 
refer to. and if the plants need it, shift into a 
l size larger pots, using good peat and some 
sharp silver sand. The pots should he well 
drained, and the soil made very firm around 
the roots. They should then be placed in a 
warm, moist growing temperature, be fre¬ 
quently syringed, and shaded from very 
bright sunshine. As the growth advances, 
inure to more air and sunlight, and when the 
buds are well plumped up at the points of 
the shoots, say by the month of August-, they 
may be placed out-of-doors for a time, and in 
September they should be housed again. 

Deutzia gracilis after blooming (W. B .).— 
Deutzias that have been fbreed or flowered in 
the greenhouse should be gradually hardened 
off, so that when all danger of frost is paet 
I they may be stood out-of-doors. At- that time 
any old and exhausted wood should be cut out 
| in order to allow’ room for the development 
of young and vigorous shoots, while, if neces¬ 
sary, the plants may be repotted. The great 
point is to have the wood well ripened by 
1 standing the plants in a sunny position dur- 
I ing tho summer, taking care that during 
growth they never suffer from want of water. 
Deutzias will stand for years in the same pots 
and flower well each season, provided they are 
, occasionally watered with liquid-manure dur- 
! ing the growing period. 

.Raising flower-seeds (N .).—Yon can raise 
Phlox Drummondi, Aster, and Stock seeds in 
a cold-frame very well if you will refrain 
from sowing until early in April, by which 
i time the sun should be giving some warmth. 

| Sow in shallow pans or boxes or in pots, but 
I in each case sow quite thinly, as seedlings 
j suffer so much if they be crowded when small. 

Keep your pots or pans near the glass, and if 
i you ran cover each one with a large piece of 
glass to box in moisture do so. If the sun 
shines out brightly, shade during the day 
until the seeds have germinated, then give the 
young plants ample light and air. Water 
very carefully as they are liable to damp oif 
if too freely supplied with water. 

FRUIT. 

Newly-planted Raspberries (S. p- Tho 

reason w’hy it is both recommended and ad¬ 
vised to cut down newly-planted Raspberry- 
canes is that unless, so treated the growths 
I from the canes exhaust the root force and 
j check the production of suckers, which form 
the canes for the following year. That being 
so, if there be no sacrifice made the first year 
| of planting by cutting down the canes, those 
of the succeeding year are 60 poor and weak 
that no fruit is produced. Strong canes are 
not so good for planting as are those less 
robust, about- 3 feet in height, and having 
plenty of fibrous roots. As your soil lias doubt¬ 
less been well manured, and, it is hoped, 


trenched, do not add any manure until the 
j summer, when the suckers have made good 
; growth, then top-dress with manure. 

1 ' MISCELLANEOUS. 

Treatment of bowling-green (J. B. S.).— 
The worm-killer should be applied from March 
to May when it is raining, or you may put it 
on the lawn and then give a thorough soaking 
of water. The sewage manure may be applied 
now’ at the rate of 10 lb. per rod, occasionally 
turning it over with a wooden rake or a half- 
worn Birch broom until it has all been worked 
in. 

The black Vine-weevil (A Worried Amo- 
j teur). — 1 The grubs you send are those of the 
black Vine-weevil (Ot-iorrhynchus eulcatus). 
which are very destructive to the roots of 
Ferns, Primulas, Cyclamens (as in your case), 
and many other plants. In the case of the 
grubs, the only remedy is to pick them out of 
the soil. The beetle is very injurious to the 
foliage of many plaints—Vince and Ferns are 
special favourites. As they hide themselves 
very cunningly during tho day, and only come 
out at night to feed, they are difficult to de¬ 
stroy. The best way of catching them is to 
place a white sheet under the plants they are 
feeding on, and. when it is dark, suddenly 
tlirow a bright light on them. This often 
causes them to fall. If it does not, shake the 
plants well, or examine them carefully. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

llxintinydoneliire.— See reply to “ Rockbeare ” 
re Blitter Beans in our issue of March 10th, 

p. 143.- Jl. F. S. —Certainly; lift them and cut 

back the roots, and so encourage the forma¬ 
tion of fibrous roots. 

NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRTJIT8. 

Names of plants. Shisdon. — Anemone 
ooronaria, known also a« Crown or Poppy 
Anemones, under which latter name you wil. 
find them in catalogues. 

CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

T. SMITH, Daisy Hill Nursery, Newry.—Sup¬ 
plemental List of Trees and Shrubs, Alpine, 
Rock, and Herbaceous Plants. 


The Willesden Paper and Canvas Works, 

which were destroyed by fire in July last, are 
now reopened. One of the specialities made at 
these works is Willesden Scrim, used largely 
for shading greenhouses. 

Insects in the soil. —For tho destruction 
of wireworms, leather-jackets, centipedes, 
millipedes, beetles, ants, slugs, woodlice, 
cutworms, white nuts, and all similar in¬ 
serts in the soil we can recommend 
Yaperilc, a noil-poisonous powder, which, 
when well mixed with the moist soil, gives 
off a vapour which destroys the under¬ 
ground insects. Vaporite must be distri¬ 
buted in the soil, but not in direct-contact 
with roots, seeds, tubers, etc. Under 
normal conditions it has its principal effect 
immediately after application (usually in 
the first week), but it has also some insec¬ 
ticidal action for several months. Free 
descriptive booklets can he obtained from 
the manufacturers. The Strawson Chemi¬ 
cal Company, Limited, 71), Queen Victoria- 
street, London, B.C. 


GOOD SOUND MATERIAL AND WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED. SEND FOR CATALOGUE-FREE. 



Greenhouses, from 
£5 6s. 


Stable and Coach 
House, £16 10s- 

For Motor Car Houses, 
Studios, etc., see List. 


Poultry Houses, from 
37/6 

For numerous other 
Designs, see List. 



Special Cheap * 
Hardwood Carden 
Barrow, 30/- 


Portab’e Huts. 

Gft. by 4ft., 60 - ; 7f» l»y 5ft., 

90 -;8ft. by t>;t,, 1 IQ -; 10ft. 
by 7ft . 150 - 

Estimates for Erery Desi’ription of Wood and Iron Buildings, Healing Apparatus, and Poultry Appliances, Free. We also 
undertake repairs and alterations of or additions to existing houses or heating appiratua. 

■W. COOPER, 743, OLD KENT ROAD, LONDON, S. E. 

Portable Buildings of every desorlptlo i, Poultry Appllanoee, Rustic Houses, Greenhouses, Frames, Huts, Dwellings Motor Houses, Stables, Worktl-©ps Offtake, Ao. 
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A NOTE FROM CALIFORNIA. 

I bead with pleasure the notes in a recent 
issue .ut native Californian plants anil 
rlieir behaviour in England. One of the 
articles recently was on the genus 
Ultacoiin. We liave over sixteen speoien 
native to the region adjacent to Los 
Angeles. ¥>0010 are perennial in duration, 
ulmost nil are ornamental. I shall never 
forget the sight I saw while on a 
beta nisi ng trip with Mr. Sturtevaut. At 
the head of Brush Canyon we came across 
a pa toil of at least three acres covered 
with tens of thousands of the bright 
purple bells of P. Whitlavia. One must 
see such a sight to appreciate it. Other 
very pretty species are P. viseidn and P. 
grandiflorn. These are much alike, with 
rotate, cninpanulate corollas of a light 
blue or purple. The foliage has the pro- 
perty of poisoning the skin the same as 
Primula obeonica, but does not affect 
everyone. 

Another peculiarity shared by many 
other Californian plants is that the seeds 
always germinate very freely after a Are 
has swept the hills as had happened the 
previous year in Brush Canyon. Some 
plants rarely germinate unless their seeds 
have been burned, as Emmenanthe pendull- 
tlorj, or “ Whispering bells.” For years 
one will see hardly a specimen of this, but 
after a fire it will appear in thousands. 
A siwcios of Pine whose cones are covered 
with resin never opens to allow the 
dispersal of its seeds till after it has been 
burned over. To make sure of a good 
stand when planting any of these seeds It 
is best, after covering them, to burn some 
brush over them. The Galochortus bulbs 
seem to enjoy this alsoo 
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The hills are covered now with many 
species of flowers. rhacelias, Gillas, 
Ranunculus, Dodecatheons, Sages, Buck¬ 
wheat, Ceanothus in variety, Ribes, 
Monkey-flowers (I)iplacus), Paintbrushes 
(Castilleja), and a myriad of others. 
Everything Is growing and covered with a 
brilliant green, for this is our real spring. 

J. Harry Johnson. 

Los Angeles, California. 

March 5th, 1917. 


NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

Iris retroflexa. —The first bloom of this 
lovely Iris opened fully on March 20, and 
a succession may now be looked for. What 
a pity it is that the bulbs of this charming 
flower do not increase at all rapidly—here, 
at any rate. There is, too, a growing diffi¬ 
culty in procuring fresh bulbs in any quan¬ 
tity, probably owing to the increase of the 
disease which proves fatal to I. retroflexa. 
—W. McG., Bahnae. 

Erica carnea varieties.— A month ago, 
although in bloom, tile varieties of Erica 
carnea sent out by Messrs. Backhouse and 
Sun, of York, looked less happy than 
usual. Their brightness seemed to have 
been dimmed by the hard weather, and 
they were rather disappointing. Had it 
not been for former experience of their 
beauty they might have been pronounced 
unsatisfactory. With the better weather 
of the last week or two, however, they 
have come into their own again, and are 
very beautiful. My group of the different 
varieties—the whole twelve of the set—is 
charming - S. Arnott. 

Gentiana Lawrencei. — This conies near 
G. eiuo-oruata in general habit, but is 
rather smaller in all its parts. Its flowers 
are, if possible, even more beautiful than 
those of G. slno-ornnta. The outside of 
the trumpet is stri|ml with delicate shades 
of dull sapphire, olive-green, and amethyst, 
the mouth .1 delicate, pale, .sky-blue Willi 
a subtle suggestion of green in it, this 
lovely colour shading Into pure white as it 
reaches the throat of the trumpet. The 
plant, though a trifle less rampant than G. 
sino-ornata, is, nevertheless, an excellent 
“ doer ” and quite easy to manage. I give 
it the same treatment as G. sino-ornata, 
and it flowers at the same time and has 
increased rapidly. What about Mr. 
Farrer’s new G. Farreri? It belongs, I 
believe, to the same set, but is, I bear, 
even more beautiful than G. sino-ornata 
or G. Lawrencei.— Clarence Elliott, 
Stevenage. 

Wartime allotments. —A Sunday inter¬ 
vening during a recent visit to Glasgow, I 
speut the day in viewing the allotments in 
various parts of the city and suburbs. The 
results of my observation lead me to say at 
once that there is going to lie an appalling 
waste of labour and of seed. In many in¬ 
stances the soil is quite unfitted for the 
culture of vegetables of any description, 
much less for that of such a capricious 
subject as the Potato. Undrained, only 
hnlf tilled, and with but the scantiest 
modicum of manure, it seemed to me to 
be the height of foolishness on the part of 
the workers to expect a crop. In one 
allotment the water was lying 3 inches 
deep in hollows, yet the owner blithely 
assured me that he exacted a “ fine crop 
of Potatoes ” in the early summer. Cer¬ 
tainly, these allotments were not all alike, 
and in some instances quite good returns 


may be obtained. But it is to be feared 
that the present enthusiasm is only a pass¬ 
ing craze, and that the inevitable hard 
work will soon tiro out very many of the 
present eager gardeners. Line very irri¬ 
tating practice (to the mind of one of the 
craft) was much in evidence. This was 
the stripping of the turf from these allot¬ 
ments. There it was, neatly stacked at 
the end, instead of being turned in. I 
ventured to suggest this to one of the 
workers. But my observation was received 
with a smile of pity, not unmixed with 
contempt, so I went on my way without 
further comment. —A Scottish Gardener. 

An early Ribes.— On March 18th my at¬ 
tention Xvas drawn, by a gamekeeper, to a 
remarkable plant of Ribes sanguineum. 
The piece in question is growing on a hill¬ 
side, about 100 feet above sea-level, and is 
quite evidently a seedling. About 3 feet, 
in height, it is enclosed on all sides by a 
cover of Corse, which protects it front 
every wind that blows. When I saw it tile 
flowers were fully expanded, although, 
naturally, small, and rather pale in colour. 
—\V. McGueeou, Bahnae. 

Crocus gargarlcus.— A number of years 
ago I received from the Bithynian 
Olympus a few cornis of Crocus gargarieus 
of an unusually brilliant shade of yellow. 
O 11 leaving my former home these were, 
unfortunately, missed in removing my 
plants, and jierished in the upheaval of 
my garden by the new owner. In 1914 Mr. 
II. .1. Elwes very kindly sent me some 
conns of C. gargarieus. These have been 
in flower since about the end of February, 
and have been most pleasing. The flowers 
of ibis form, however, are lighter in colour 
than those I had previously. Mr. George 
Maw refers to the variation of shade in 
his Monograph, and speaks, on the 
authority of Dean Herbert, of pale lemon- 
yellow flowers from conns from Mount 
Gat'gunis on Iho Trotld. S. AitsoTr. 

Crassula sarcocaulis. I wonder if Ibis 
pretty plant litis proved hardy in the oiien 
in any part of the country. I had seen 
plants which had stood out for several 
winters, but one or two plants which I 
left out this winter are, I fear, quite 
dead. Yet it will stand a certain amount 
of frost. Some pot plants which I had in 
a cold greenhouse in which the rain-water 
tank was covered with thick ice have taken 
no harm. A nice batch of smaller pot 
plants in a cold frame is quite unharmed. 
It forms a neat, small bush a foot or so 
high, with grey, fleshy leaves and 
smothered in summer with heads of 
minute pink and crimson blossoms. The 
little bushes have a quaint, original air 
about them, without any of the grotesque 
stodginess that siioils so many “succu¬ 
lents.” Even if not quite hardy in all 
winters it is so easily lifted and given 
slight protection in a frame that it is well 
worth growing to put out iu the summer.— 
Clarence Elliott, Stevenage. 

The Hepatlcas _These are now blooming 

freely under our leafless Oaks, and the 
oldest elunqis of the white, single Hepatica 
triloba have seeded freely, their offspring 
even establishing themselves in dense Ivy- 
covered banks. The blues and pinks, both 
singles and doubles, are wonderfully rich 
in colour and look very much happier in 
this late March sunshine than they are 
sometimes wont to do in earlier months. 
Heiiatica angulosa should never be omitted 
from a group of those dainty woodland 
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plants. Both blue ami wliltc forms arc 
largo and very attractive. That the okl 
double blue Hepatjcu, once so abundant in 
cottage gardens, should have drifted into 
comparative rarity is a distinct loss to 
gardening, but it is evidently coming to 
tlie fore, and we may look forward to en¬ 
joying once again its unfailing masses of 
cheery little flowers. Hepaticas are sup- 
I>osed to like shade, but give them all the 
sun you can in (hose early days by planting 
under deciduous trees which will screen 
them later on. The wonderful colours of 
the blues and pinks must be seen in sun¬ 
light—best of all an evening sunlight—if 
their full beauty is to bo realised.—A. T. J. 

Raoulia australis, a hardy plant.— I am 

delighted to find that Raoulia australis 
has withstood tile recent severe weather 
in the open here without any protection. 
A patch was put out in a limestone 
moraine last year in fun sun, and made 
good growth. Having come through the 
trials of the last month or two this 
Australian carpoter may surely now be 
called hardy. One of the prettiest silver- 
leaved plants I know, it Is a recent intro¬ 
duction to English gardens and still a 
little uncommon. It lings the ground 
closely, and is more intensely silvery than 
any plant I have ever seen. It gives the 
ap]>earnnee of a surfacing of frosted silver 
grit upon the soil. It bloomed with me 
last summer, lint the flowers (Com]x!situ‘) 
are minute and insignificant.— Clarence 
Elliott, Stevenage. 

Pheasants and Crocuses.— In these gar¬ 
dens, fora series of years, pheasants were 
in bad repute, as it was considered that 
they ate the crowns of Crocuses. In the 
Crass, on which thousands of these flowers 
are grown, pheasants were observed busily 
at work, and the Grass was ploughed up 
by their activities. This took place gener¬ 
ally after the New Year, when the conns 
were dormant, and continued till the 
breeding season started. It was feared 
that the Crocuses would become extinct, 
yet every year their numbers showed no 
diminution. In order to settle the ques¬ 
tion a pheasant was shot and its crop in- 
s|iected. There was not a Crocus corm to 
lie found. The birds had been digging for 
Earth-nuts, with which the crop of the 
one shot was literally packed. It is, after 
all, pleasing to he able to acquit the 
pheasant of, at least, one misdemeanour 
in the garden.—W. McG. 

Saxifraga Kellereri _I wrote recently of 

• lie early flowering of this choice hybrid, 
which may or may not. lie characteristic, 
since a second plant Is much later. In any 
ease it is so good—quite the best of red- 
flowered hybrids so far—as to lie worthy 
of a further note, and being among the 
newer introductions is not yet. perhaps, 
generally known. In “Saxifrages” 
(Irving) it is stated to be “ a hybrid of S. 
Frederic! Augusti and another,” and there 
is much evidence of the influence of the 
former in its rosettes of leaves and in 
other ways. Its greater claim to notice, 
however, is due to its dainty rose-pink 
flowers, in which respect it is, so far as T 
am aware, practically unique. Three or 
four flowers are produced in n head at the 
summit of 4-inoh-long stems. They are 
almost erectly poised and of tubular, bell- 
Kliaped outline, hence their fullest beauty 
stands revealed. Willi so much white in 
the earlier-flowering Saxifrages this touch 
of colour is doubly welcome.— E. H. 
Jenkins. 

Potatoes on Corse land _I was much 

interested in the note by Mr. A. T. John¬ 
son In the issue of March 24th (p. 170) on 
the above. About ten years ago a friend 
of niino grnbbedx-nj* about twenty acres of 
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Gorse and 1 lien thoroughly worked the 
soil by means of steam ploughs and other 
suitable farm implements. Potatoes were 
planted on about two-tliinls of the area 
and Oats on the remaining one-third. 
Very little manure was used for these 
crops. One day my friend asked me to 
come and inspect, the crops. The Potatoes 
were very fine, particularly about eight 
acres "of The Factor. The crop. when, 
lifted, was a very heavy one, lint, the Oats 
were only half a crop. A few long rows 
of Peas were very satisfactory. Another 
friend once levelled an old hedge hank, 
dropped seed Potatoes about 2 feet spirt 
each way, and covered each set with a 
single spadeful of soil. Manure was not 
applied, neither was anything further 
done to the ground except to kill the weeds 
by hoeing. The resultant crop was Im¬ 
mense.. The owner said lie never lifted a 
sackful of Potatoes in such a short, time 
before.— Bourne Vai.e. 

Oxalis versicolor.— A family of plants 
which always struck me as particularly 
beautiful in South Africa when I lived 
there some years ago was Oxalis. They 
grew everywhere in endless variety, and I 
was always coming upon fresh species. 
Among the prettiest was O. versicolor. In 
the autumn of U)15 I imported a few bulbs 
and planted them in pots. They made 
growth, hut failed to flower. 1 dried the 
plants off last summer and watered again 
this autumn. One of them is at present in 
flower and is really beautiful. It has a 
slender, erect stem 2 inches high, carrying 
ail umbel of delicate green trifoliate leaves 
on short stems and a flower or two among 
the leaves. The flowers are pure white, 
Uve-petalled, tram pet-shap'd, and about 
I inch in diameter. The back of each 
lietal lias a margin about $ inch wide of 
bright red, which gives the under side of 
the flower a striking appearance. Oxalis 
versicolor is a plant for tiie cool green¬ 
house, the flowers only oiiening during 
sunshine. The plant would not appeal to 
those who demand masses of colour, hut 
in its small, delicate way it is beautiful.— 
Clarence Elliott, Stevenage. 

Columnea magnifica. Among green¬ 
house flowering plants this was one of the 
most brilliant of those shown before the 
Royal Horticultural Society on February 
27th last, a nice batch of it being noted in 
a miscellaneous group of plants contri¬ 
buted by Messrs. H. B. May and Sons, 
Edmonton. To the name card was added 
the legend that the plant flowered pro¬ 
fusely from “January to June”—in fact, 
it may he had in bloom the year round. 
Mr. W. Bain, who for nearly fifty years 
was gardener to the late Sir Trevor 
Enwrence, and who used to grow the 
Columneas so well, held the view that Ihe.v 
could be had in flower practically all the 
year round, provided the plants were 
greenhouse grown. Too frequently they 
are grown in the stove, the warmer, humid 
conditions of which were responsible for a 
softer, more luxuriant growth at the ex¬ 
pense of flowers. Given greenhouse treat¬ 
ment. with freer ventilation, a shorter 
growth and firmer wood are ensured, with, 
in addition, n greatly increased flowering 
—a faof which should tempt many to cul¬ 
tivate these brilliantly flowered plants. 
All are well suited to baskets, and grow 
well in peal and sandy loam, that above 
named having vermilion, scarlet, and 
orange flowers. 

The Golden Bell Bush (Forsythia 
suspensa).—Forsythia suspensa is well- 
named the Golden Bell Bush, for its golden 
blossoms resemble miniature bells. The 
species varies a good deal In habit, for, 
whereas some plants may have sturdy, 
erect branches, in other eases the shoots 


are long, slender, and more or less pendent. 
The habit can. however, be altered some¬ 
what. by pruning, for severe pruning each 
spring encourages stronger and more erect 
shoots than would otherwise he formed. 
F. suspensa is one of our most beautiful 
March or early April flowering shrubs, aud 
it can lie used for many purposes. The 
more erect growing plants are excellent 
for beds or groups in the oiien or In 
shrubberies, whereas those with slender 
shoots are very useful for planting against 
trellises, pergolas, arbours, etc. All bloom 
freely, flowers being produced from almost 
every hud on the previous year’s shoots. 
By pruning fairly severely ns soon as the 
flowers fade the >iest wood for flower-pro¬ 
duction is formed. It. thrives in any good 
garden soil and is one of the easiest of all 
shrubs to propagate from fairly soft 
cuttings inserted in light soil in a close 
frame in early June. Large plants potted 
in autumn are excellent for early forcing 
for the greenhouse or conservatory.—D. 

Gentiana sino-ornata. — Geutiana sino- 
ornata is, I think, the best hardy plant 
that lias come into my possession for a 
very long time. It is an autumn-flowering 
siieeies (September and October), with 
narrow, pointed leaves and a trailing 
flower-stem 3 inches to 4 inches long, 
carrying a fine trumpet blossom as large 
ns that of G. acaulis, though narrower, 
and of quite as brilliant a blue, though of 
a rather lighter shade. The outside of the 
trumpet is beautifully and strikingly 
striped with dark and light blue. I pul 
the plant before the Floral Committee of 
the Royal Horticultural Society last 
autumn and it received an Award of 
Merit. I find it very easy to grow aud 
perfectly hardy. It has stood the weather 
of the last two months in the oiien, and if 
it will stand that it should stand any¬ 
thing. I give It a rather cool, rich mix¬ 
ture of loam, leaf-mould, aud peat, and 
keep it rather moist during the summer. 
It has increased rapidly with me, so that 
this summer 1 shall try plants in ordinary 
loam without special attention, as it is 
well to know in what conditions a new 
plant will grow, and if it will grow any¬ 
where or only in specially-prepared 
quarters — Clarence Elliott, Stevenage. 


War economy.— The paragraph on page 
162 dealing with this leads to the infer¬ 
ence that alike in large and small gardens 
it is extremely difficult to know how best 
to practise true economy, that is, the liest 
tilings to grow to furnish a food supply at 
a minimum of labour and expense. It is 
hard to do away with things that have 
been brought to a high level of excellence, 
but probably the Vines and Peaches re¬ 
ferred to by your corresi>ondent were 
sacrificed because it was Impossible to do 
them well, or perhaps even fairly well, 
with the present scarcity of labour. It is 
difficult to say which of the two would be 
the more trying to a good gardener, to 
! uproot the Vines, etc., or see the crop 
hanging and lie unable to give It even a 
small amount of attention. The length of 
time necessary 'even to partially thin 
Grapes and to perform the many little 
duties to keep foliage in a healthy condi¬ 
tion as well as stopping, tying, etc., 
were probably taken into consideration, 
although at the same time one hardly 
thinks n thorough clearance of healthy 
trees in perfect bearing condition was ab¬ 
solutely essential. The extended and im¬ 
proved cultivation alike of fruit and 
vegetables should be concentrated on those 
things that appeal most to the majority of 
consumers and can be produced at a mini¬ 
mum of labour and expense.—E. B. S.. 
Hard ivick. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

FLOWERING PEACHES. 

A most, the trees that flower before the 
middle of April, the Almoml and the 
reaeli, with their varieties, are some of 
the most notable. The Peach as a flower¬ 
ing tree is essentially one for the southern 
and milder parts of Britain. It is not so 
hardy or so vigorous as the Almond, 
neither is it so - long-lived as a rule. 
Flowering in early April and whilst the 
branches are still devoid of foliage it re-* 
quires both shelter and a background to 
bring out. its full beauty. The l>est effect 
we have seen produced by the Poach is 
where a group of a dozen or so trees has 
been planted on the south-west side of a 


forms the subject of the accompanying cut 
is the finest. A first-class certificate was 
awarded it on February 13th, 1804. 


WITCH HAZELS IN TIIE ARNOLD 
ARBORETUM. 

The winter season deprives us of a lot of 
pleasure out-of-doors, owing to its lack of 
flowering trees and shrubs. The Witch 
Hazels give us a tide-over of flowers 
usually from September to March, and 
should lie more generally grown around 
winter residences. Most of us are fami¬ 
liar with the common 
IIamamei.is vtrginiana of our eastern 
woods, a very common shrub from Nova 
Scotia to Florida, generally found on the 
iHirdors of woods or by the sides of rocky 


to any frost, experienced here. It may be 
propagated by grafting on IT. virgininna. 
or by division. Before II. vernails has 
finished flowering the beautiful 

H. moli.is comes out. This, a native of 
Central China, bears large leaves densely 
tomentose below, retaining most of these 
usually till after the flowers have opened. 
It forms a hush or small tree, and bears 
large flowers of a bright golden-yellow, 
with petals jj inch long, broader than any 
of those in the other varieties and less 
twisted, and the calyx is of a purplish-red 
colour inside. It is a very desirable plant 
to grow and easily gra fted on the common 
Witch Hazel. A further selection of these 
shrubs includes 

II. japonica, and its variety arhoren. 
both with the same yellow-coloured 
flowers contrasting effectively with the 



rich red calyx. With us II. japonica is 
more erect growing than the variety 
nrborea. Both flower in February.—A. II. 
.Turin in The Garden Magazine. 


Flowering branch of 


mass of Hollies. The origin of the Peach 
is doubtful. We associate it most with 
the East, especially with Persia, whence, 
indeed, the old generic name of persica 
was derived. But it is now tielieved to 
have originally come from China, and 
some authorities point to Promts 
Davidlana ns the most probable type. If 
it lie so, the Peach must have been greatly 
Modified in other reeliects besides leaf and 
flower, for it blossoms at a considerably 
Liter date than Abbe David’s Peach. In 
this country it has been cultivated for at 
least 300 years. 

There are several varieties of the Peach 
la cultivation, of which the best known 
are the double white and double red. 
There is also one (foliis rubris) with 
reddish-purple leaves and fruits. But, so 
far as we have ^eft. t^e vnriojy which 


unus persica magnified. 


streams. Its flowers appear in late 
autumn as the fruit of the previous year 
is ripening, and often the leaves change 
colour. The petals are strap-shaped, of a 
bright yellow colour with a calyx dull 
brownish-yellow inside. This plant is 
usually raised from seed. Another little 
known American species is the 

SpRTNO-ir.OSVERIXG WlTOH HaZEI, (H. 
vernails), a low-growing shrub seldom 
more than fi feet high and differing from 
the former in spreading by means of 
stolons whicli eventually form a thicket. 
The flowers are not so large nor of such a 
bright yellow ns those of II. virginiana, 
but the inside of the calyx Is a dark red 
colour. The leaves also differ in being 
more of a dull green. Its chief value is 
that it flowers usually during January or 
February and seems to have no objection 


Veronica cupressoides (true). — A few 

years ago Professor Bailey Balfour gave 
me a shrubby Veronica called V. cupress¬ 
oides. It is a neat, rounded bush about 
3 feet high, closely resembling a small 
Cupressus in general aspect. Last July it 
flowered profusely, the whole bush being 
covered with small bluish-white blossoms, 
and exceedingly pretty. I took a few 
branches, in flower, to the Holland House 
Show, and although I showed them to 
many eminent gardeners not one of them 
had seen the plant before or could tell me 
its name. It is quite distinct from the 
shrub commonly grown as V. cupressoides, 
and is greatly superior in every way. Pro¬ 
fessor Bailey Balfour has since told me 
that it is the true Veronica cupressoides. 
I should now like to know the name of the 
shrub popularly grown under that name. 
One very pleasant characteristic of my 
plant is that the bush gives off a delicious 
smell of Russia leather or Cedar wood. 
On a warm day the air is filled for several 
yards around with this odour. Moreover, 
it is the hardiest shrubby Veronica I know. 
Mrs. Earle tells me that not one of the 
splendid collection of shrubby Veronicas in 
her Surrey garden is left, and all mine, 
Including the false V. cupressoides, are 
either dead or ierribly crippled, except the 
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NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The Cornelian Cherry (Cornus mas).— 
In many respects this is as beautiful ns 
the Witch Hazels, and as it commences to 
bloom soon after those shrubs cease to 
flower it bridges the time between shrubs 
which bloom in mid-winter and those 
which blossom in early spring. As a rule, 
it is at its best about the eml of February. 
This year, however, it is only now (the 
end of the third week in March) in full 
flower. A native of Europe, it is some¬ 
times found more or less wild in hedges 
and copses in the British Isles. Varying 
a good deal In proportions, It sometimes 
forms a bush 8 feet high and ns much 
through, or it. may exceed 20 feet In 
height with a similar spread. Specimens 
of fairly loose habit are usually more 
effective than those of dense growth, for 
the clusters of small yellow flowers are 
borne freely from almost every bud on the 
previous year's wood, lvotlx from long 
sin Hits and short spur-like growths, plants 
of loose habit showing their flowers to 
greater advantage than denser specimens. 
After the flowers, yellow and red Cherry¬ 
like fruits are borne, these riiiening about 
the end of May. There are several varie¬ 
ties. A closely allied shrub is found in 
C. officinalis, a Japanese species which has 
much in common with its European rela¬ 
tive.—D. 
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true cupressoides, and that is absolutely 
untouched in an open, exposed situation. 
And it is cold at Stevenage. Truly a 
pleasaut and a valuable shrub —Clarence 
Elliott, Stevenayc. 

The hardiest Grevilleas. — Although 
neither of the Grevilleas can be said to lie 
thoroughly hardy, there are two species 
that give good results in many parts of 
the south of England, in Ireland, and 
other places favoured' by a mild climate. 
These species are G. rosmarinifolia and 
G. sulphurea, both natives of New South 
Wales. The former is an evergreen bush 
at least 5 feet or 0 feet high, sometimes of 
oi>en habit and sometimes of quite dense 
growth. The small Rosemary-like leaves, 
green above and greyish beneath, make the 
plant a valuable evergreen, but it is when 
covered with its curiously-shaped rosy-red 
flowers that it is most effective. Although 
the main flowering time is summer, it 
rarely happens that a well-developed bush 
is without blossoms. G. sulphurea, some¬ 
times called J. juniperina var. sulphurea, 
is hardier and grows to a similar height. 
As a rule, it is rather loose-habited and 
clothed with email, sharp-pointed, ever¬ 
green leaves, whilst in May nnd June a 
profusion of yellow flowers is borne from 
tlie points of short axillary growths. The 
Grevilleas should be given a sunny posi¬ 
tion in well-drained loamy soil to which a 
little peat has been added. They am be 
increased by cuttings inserted in jots of 
sandy soil in a warm frame in summer. 
Large flowering sprays are effective for 
house decoration.—I) 

Hydrangea Bretschneideri.— This is one 
of the less known of the Hydrangeas, for 
although it has been in cultivation since 
I8S2, it has never been widely planted, 
apparently on account of its heads of 
flowers being composed largely of fertile 
blossoms, those species and varieties with 
large heads of sterile blossoms being con¬ 
sidered the more attractive. Nevertheless, 
it is a handsome bush, and when covered 
with flowers during early summer it has 
an imposing appearance. A native of 
China, it forms a vigorous bush 10 feet or 
so high and almost as wide. The flower- 
heads, flat and produced from the jioints 
of tlie shoots in June and July, are made 
up of numerous creamy, fertile flowers 
amongst, which a limited number of sterile 
blossoms with large white bracts is to be 
found. As the bracts age they take on a 
reddish hue and hist some considerable 
time after the fertile flowers fade. A 
sunny position is essential to free-flower¬ 
ing. In addition to the name that heads 
this note it hns been known as II. 
liekinensis nnd II. vestita var. pubescens. 
—D. 

Effect of frost on vegetation.— The para¬ 
graph as to “ Plants in flower ” appearing 
over the head of the interesting notes on 
work of the week has served for some 
time to illustrate the extraordinary 
scarcity of bloom, even things on which 
during the early months of the year we 
look with confidence to furnish a nice dis¬ 
play being either quite destitute of flower 
or partially expanded blooms irretrievably 
damaged. These points are distinctly ap¬ 
parent in two of the earliest flowering 
shrubs, Jnsminum nudiflorum and Chirno- 
nnnthus fragrans, and in the case of the 
Jasmine there has not in many places been 
a solitary open flower. In a recent note 
on the effect of the frost on green vege¬ 
tables I said they had not been so badly 
iiit since 1S95. but even that memorable 
February was hardly so disastrous to 
other vegetation in the way of tree and 
shrub life as the early months of 1917. 
There will be a lot of cutting back to be 
done in the casc^ofxshrubs tliat| still sur¬ 


vive, that ie, where It is possible to do It 
with the present shortage of labour. The 
necessary work in the vegetable garden Is 
much behind, nnd until arrears are made 
up other work will have to go. It is a 
little too soon to determine the amount of 
damage done to herbaceous plants. It is 
a question if any clumps of Chrysanthe¬ 
mums that have been in tbeir present 
quarters many years have survived, and 
clumiis of Chrysanthemum maximum look 
very sickly. I have not been close enough 
to the Deodar Cedars to see if they are 
permanently disfigured, but from a dis¬ 
tance the foliage appears as brown as the 
brownest leaf in autumn. A comparison 
in one place between this Cedar and a 
neighbouring Yew is much to the ad¬ 
vantage of the latter. It seems likely that 
in the course of a few days the trees will 
be as bare of foliage as a Larch. I never 
remember noticing an evergreen conifer so 
altered in character unless it may have 
been in some seasons Cryptomeria elpgans. 
—E. R. S., Hardwick. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

FERNS. 

FERNS IN AND FOR THE HOUSE. 
Some Ferns are much better adufrted to 
this purpose than others. If the tenderer 
ones are so used, it is not because those 
which are hardier are not plentiful enough, 
for in most cases the latter are more easily 
grown, and can also be bought more 
cheaply. Nor can it be said that the 
hardier ones are less beautiful on the 
whole than their more delicate relations. 
Oftentimes it is not, however, the plants 
themselves that are at fault, but rather the 
treatment which has been accorded them. 
For instance, if they have been grown on 
rapidly in too much heat and moisture it 
must not cause any great surprise if they 
fail to give that amount of satisfaction 
which might otherwise be expected from 
them. Ferns are frequently allotted posi¬ 
tions where even Geraniums would not be 
stood. These iiositions may be where too 
much shade exists, or where too far re¬ 
moval from tlie glass, both evils causing 
a weakly and attenuated growth with less 
substance in the fronds. These plants 
cannot, of course, be expected to do good 
service in a dry atmosphere or where the 
circulation of air is at times sharp and 
keenly perceitible. I have lately been 
noting the growtli of some plants of Pteris. 
Tlie greater i»ortion of these has stood in a 
single line along the front of a Peach- 
house, the front lights of which oiien and 
are about 2} feet in depth. Here these 
plants are fully exiiosed to the sun every 
day, the growth being robust and dense, 
just the durable material for the purixises 
now under consideration, with, of course, 
a little hardening off, which is not nearly 
enough considered, more particularly at 
this season of the year with the growth 
none too hard. The other plants are in 
another house and further removed from 
the glass; consequently, more in the 
shade, because the roof is covered with 
climbers. Here the same kinds of Ferns 
do not thrive so well, yet some might pre¬ 
fer the position as the better of the two 
for Ferns through fear of too mueli sun¬ 
shine in the former instance. It may 
answer all very well as far as appearance 
goes for tlie time being to grow Ferns in a 
humid atmosphere nnd shady house, so 
long as they are not required to he used in 
other iiositions not so congenial to them. 
Thus eventually it is the plants that have 
to bear the blame, or else the place in 
which they are placed. Another detri¬ 


ment to Ferns in and for the house is that 
of 

Overpotting, which Is a great mistake. 
A good head of fronds upon a plant with 
plenty of roots working through all the 
soil lias much the better chance of resist¬ 
ing effectually any change. Instead of 
overpotting, let the work be done 
thoroughly well when it is done, lotting 
firmly, at the same time using the soil of 
as good a quality as it can be obtained. If 
tlie work of potting rt done loosely, the 
roots rarely take kindly to- tlie surface 
soil, (he result being that this becomes 
sour or is washed out of the pot in water¬ 
ing. _ F - 

HARDY FERNS. 

These will now be pushing up their young 
fronds, nnd where well sheltered from 
spring frosts, should at once have any pro¬ 
tection. such as Rracken or any similar 
covering, removed from their crowns. If 
their winter covering be allowed to remain 
on after they onee make a start, it is 
almost impossible to remove it without 
damaging the young growth, tlie effects of 
which will lie seen for the rest of the 
season. In the case of the more tender 
varieties this may be replaced by a mulch¬ 
ing of half-decayed leaves, which will not 
only afford the necessary protection now. 
but will be of great benefit during the 
summer by giving n gentle stimulus to the 
toots besides keeping them in a uniform 
state as to moisture. As the fronds pro¬ 
trude through this they should have the 
additional shelter of a few branches of 
evergreens stuck round them, so ns to ward 
off cutting winds and iate spring frosts 
that would otherwise be fatal to the young 
growth. Even the hardiest are very liable 
to injury just as they are unfolding their 
fronds, nnd therefore tlie site for the out¬ 
door fernery should tie as sheltered ns 
possible. Where it is desired to divide and 
increase any, or to effect a re-arrangement, 
now is the best time to commence such 
operations, as at no season do Ferns trans¬ 
plant so readily, and with so little cheek 
to their future development, as when they 
are just beginning to grow. In dividing 
them it should lie done with a sharp instru¬ 
ment. making a clean cut right through 
the roots. See that eacli piece has a 
separate crown, or that tlie fleshy roots of 
such as creep under the surface have the 
necessary eyes to push into growth. Whore 
pent is not easily accessible in sufficient 
quantity to mix with the loam for the pur¬ 
pose of planting the more choice kinds a 
good dressing of leaf-soil, which answers 
almost equally well, may he substituted. 
If the leaf-soil can lie obtained in sufficient 
quantities to top-dress each of. the plants 
they will bo materially benefited. 


NOTFS AND FFPLTFS. 

Seedling Ferns. — These should at all 
times lie looked after and preserved, so 
that a good stock of young plants may 
always lie coming on. They eome in use¬ 
ful for many purposes if not wanted in 
larger pots. Many small-growing kinds 
can be advantageously employed in the 
smallest of pots. Young growing plants 
will oftentimes be found better than ad¬ 
hering to much larger ones which have be¬ 
come stunted. Tlie Adiantums. Die Pteris 
family, and others which arc of so much 
service should be looked after in this way. 
Tf at the present any are too small for 
pots it is an easy matter to prick them off 
into pans for a time. Some sorts are easily 
increased by division whilst the pitting is 
being done. When this male of increase 
is adopted for the Maidenhair (A. cunea- 
tutn) nnd its allies, it is better to out the 
plant in pieces than to pull it asunder. 
Others, such as some of the Aspioniums, 
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are easily propagated from the small bulbs 
which form upon the fronds; it is an easy 
matter to keep up a stock of some of the 
most useful kinds in this way by first 
pricking them oil and potting when large 
enough. 

Trlchoinanes radicans Luschnatliianuin.— 
This, one of the most beautiful of the Filmy 
Ferns, is seldom seen in a satisfactory state. 
The fronds ere of a rich shade of bright 
green, and when well done attraot attention. 
I am convinced that the general practioe of 
syringing or of watering overhead is inimical 
to the well-being of this Fern. Where this is 
done It is apt to become rather an eyesore, 
equally so if it is in any way neglected. 
Another very elegant variety is T. ecandens.— 
A Scottish Gaedeneb. 


a few old stock plants in pots for the 
supply of cuttings. In the spring I put 
these into a structure in which an inter¬ 
mediate temperature was maintained. 
Under these conditions young shoots were 
soon pushed out, and when they had lost 
their succulent character they were taken 
off as cuttings. The cuttings were 
dibbled into pots of soil made up of equal 
parts of loam, peat, and silver sand. 
Plunged in a gentle heat in a close pro¬ 
pagating case, where the temperature was 
a few degrees higher than that in which 
they had grown, a good percentage rooted. 
On no account must the cuttings he 
allowed to flag, hence they were inserted 
as quickly as possible after being separated 
from the parent plant.—W. T. 


INDOOR PLANTS. 

THE TENERIFFE BROOM 

(CVTISUS rnOLIFEKUS). 

This tall, fast-growing shrub is a native 
of Teneriffo, where it roaches a height of 
20 feet. In British gardens it is tender 


GLADIOLUS THE BRIDE. 

This charming pure white variety of 
Gladiolus Colville! has no equal among its 
kind either for its chaste and lovely spikes 
of flowers, or for the great number which 
may be obtained from an exceedingly 
limited area. For early forcing in pots it 


inches deep, sometimes not this. Those 
planted at double the depth have a de¬ 
cidedly better chance of enduring our aver¬ 
age winters, and are less likely to be ex¬ 
cited by continuous climatic changes. 
When planted too shallow it is invariably 
considered necessary to protect them with 
some sort of covering when severe weather 
arrives, as any foliage above ground at 
that time soon comes to grief. Far better 
in the first instance plant the bulbs deei>er 
than thus expose them to such risks. The 
point which suffers through shallow plant¬ 
ing is the neck, or, in other words, the 
first inch of growth which protrudes from 
the eorm, and this by deeper planting is 
safe. Care must be taken that the ground 
is quite free from wireworm, as these play 
sad havoc both with the eorrns and the 
new growths. 

Soil. — Iu outdoor cultivation a light, 
loamy soil is that generally recommended, 
and though it does fairly well in this, 
neither the growth nor the flowers can 
compare with those from the heavier soils; 
indeed, in the latter it almost grows be- 



Part of a flowering si toot of the Teneriffe Broom (Cytisus proliferus). 


save in mild and coast districts. At Kew, 
where, not being hardy, it is grown up a 
pillar in the temperate house, it is very 
fine, blooming in April and May, the 
cluster** of white flowers being borne along 
die stems, as may be seen by the illustra¬ 
tion. It is known to the Spaniards as 
“ Tagasaste.” There is a variety of this 
called palinensis, which has broad, silky 
leaves of three leaflets and pure white 
flowers iu mid-winter. This variety conies 
into hioom three weeks earlier than the 

tv 11C. 

It is probably hardy over a larger area 
in our country than we have evidence at 
present, and should be tried in gardens 
near the sea. Like all the Brooms, poor 
soil will be no detriment to it. It keeps 
very well in the house. 


Increasing Luculia gratissima. — On 

page 98 “ G. G. B.” speaks of the great 
difficulty experienced in propagating this 
from cuttings. As I have struck a con- 
sidcral le number in that way, perhaps my 
method may be of interest. I used.to keep 
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is perhaps the most valuable, whether 
grouped among other plants iu the con¬ 
servatory, or used as cut flowers for the 
embellishment of vases or epergnes, while 
its value for wreaths, etc., has become 
universally acknowledged. The corms may 
be procured very cheaply, and are so small 
that quantities may be planted in a very 
small simce, and last, but not least, these 
tiny conns invariably produce three and 
four useful spikes each. Another very im¬ 
portant |K>iiiL with regard to it is not gener¬ 
ally known, and this is its capabilities of 
retaining vitality iu a dry state, by which 
those having charge of private gardens 
may, if necessary, have a crop of this use¬ 
ful flower at almost any season by potting 
or planting iu successional batches at any 
time between the first week in September 
and the end of March, or even later still. 
Its lovely flowers are always welcome. 
Under certain conditions, too, it is per¬ 
fectly hardy, the chief point being that of 
planting sufficiently deep. Usually iu 
nurseries where this is grown for the bulbs 
alone it is rarely planted at more than 3 


yond recognition, for it is not often that 
we can refer to this slender form as grow¬ 
ing 3 feet (j inches high, but this it will do 
readily in a somewhat stiff-holding ground. 
This exceptional vigour, however, is not 
due entirely to the soil iu which the bulbs 
are planted, but it has, I am convinced by 
observation, more to do with the bulbs be¬ 
ing established and allowed to remain 
several years undisturbed. The flowers 
can be cut with a good length of stem, and 
therein a good deal of value lies. In the 
matter of increase, it reproduces itself at 
the rate of about three or four to one 
annually, so that with care a large stock 
may soon be obtained. Place the bulbs iu 
the pots iu which they are intended to 
flower; those of 7 inches or 8 inches in 
diameter are very useful sizes, and half-a- 
dozen corms iu each will be found ample. 

S. 

Clematis indivisa.— This New Zealand 

species of Clematis is oue of the most 
useful of greenhouse climbers, especially if 
blossoms are required during the spring. 
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The white, starry blossoms are borne for 
a considerable distance along the shoots, 
thus forming veritable wreaths. This 
Clematis is often grown in pots, and the 
shoots trained around a few sticks*, in 
which way they are frequently used for 
decoration. Planted out In the greenhouse 
or conservatory, and trained to the roof, 
they have a delightful effect when in 
bloom, especially if the minor branches are 
allowed to dispose themselves at will. So 
universally is the Clematis grafted that 
even this species is sometimes so treated, 
the stock employed being the roots of one 
of the hardy kinds. There is, however, 
no need to do this, us cuttings of the half- 
ripened shoots of medium vigour will root 
without difficulty. If the structure in 
which it is growing is too moist the foliage 
is apt to be attacked by mildew, but this 
may be checked by an application of sul¬ 
phur and a free circulation of air.—W. T. 


THE OLDER STOVE PLANTS. 
There was a time when the stove was 
looked upon as the most interesting of all 
the glass-houses in a large garden. In it 
were gathered together rare exotic plants, 
brilliant in colouring or beautiful in 
flower, and many of which had been col¬ 
lected at considerable expense. The stove 
in those days was not easily kept up, for, 
in addition to the expense of fuel—natur¬ 
ally incurred to keep tropical plants in 
good health—there was as well a consider¬ 
able amount of labour in connection with 
them. It must lie admitted that the stove 
was never of any great practical value. 
The majority of the plants grown cbuid 
not be removed from their quarters, save 
at the risk of being s]wiled or crippled by 
cold draughts. Aud if the owner wished 
to admire them it was necessary to do so 
in a moist and suiier-Ueated atmosphere. 
So it was that the stove of former days 
fell from its high estate, and has gradu¬ 
ally become a mixture of stove and forcing- 
house ; in fact, a house of quite consider¬ 
able utility in these latter days. The 
more accommodating’ plants yet remain. 
Crotons, Dracamas, Aralias, and Pan- 
dnuus Veitchl are generally to be found in 
the present-day stove. Among flowering 
plants may be noticed Eucharis Lilies, 
Hippeastrums, Ilymenoeallis, among 
bulbous, aud Thunbergias, Polusettias, 
Ruellias, Penlas, and the more easily- 
grown Orchids among other flowering 
plants. Ailamandas, Olerodeudrons, and 
Iiwmmas are the usual roof plants, with 
at times one or more of the Passifloras. 
But many of the old-time plants have 
passed away. Gardenias, for example, 
and Stephanotis, how often do they find 
space in the modern stove? Ixoras are not 
often met with. Dleffenbachias and Aio- 
casias seem to have disappeared. Who 
grows Dipladenias now, Gloriosa, or the 
Marantas? Years have passed since I saw 
a piece of Monstera deliciosa or a potful 
of Sanchezia nobilis. The Nepenthes, too, 
have gone; and if at times we see AEs- 
chynanthus Lobbianus, the Anthuriums 
and the Medinillas are not to be found. 
Who of the younger generation of hot¬ 
house gardeners could identify the Guava 
(Tsldium eattleyanum). Strelitzia Regina*, 
or Tlllandsia spleudeus? 

The list of stove plants which have 
passed, or are passing, out of cultivation 
might be extended, but enough has been 
said to indicate the changes which have 
been made during the last three decades. 
There is now much more enthusiasm dis¬ 
played in our native and hardy plants— 
rightly so. for they are, when well grown, 
superior in attractiveness to those of 
tropical countries, which, after all. and 
even under the most favourable conditions, 
cannot be expected to be more than a pale 
reflex of such plants grown in tlicir native 
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zone. I have been told that even the most 
sujierbly-growu Groton in our stoves would 
be made insignificant if contrasted with a 
tree in its natural environment. 1 was 
on one occasion showing a fairly good 
piece of Bougainvillea to a lady. She ad¬ 
mired it, and then described a piece which 
she had seen growing on the walls of the 
Residency at Lucknow. 

A Scottish Gardener. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Libonia floribunda.— This pretty winter- 
flowering greenhouse plant, referred to 
on page 69, is one of the many whose 
name has within recent years been altered. 
It is now by botanists placed in the genus 
Jacobinin, with the specific name of 
pauciflora. This is certainly not a happy 
name, and small wonder that the older 
name is still in general use. Learning the 
names of the many plants with which 
one is brought into contact is a formidable 
task, hut the unlearning of a once-estab¬ 
lished name is far more difficult. Libonia 
penrhosiensis, also mentioned in the above- 
named note, is regarded as'a hybrid be¬ 
tween L. floribunda and the plant long 
known as .Sericographis Ghlesbreghtinnu, 
but which is now also Included in the 
genus Jacobinin, the specific name re¬ 
maining the same. Of this Sericographis 
some fine examples were shown at one of 
the late autumn meetings of the Royal 
Horticultural Society last year, and their 
attractiveness was at the time commented 
on in these pages. The term greenhouse 
is such an elastic one that it may be noted 
that these subjects will not succeed in 
winter in a structure from which frost is 
just excluded and nothing more. A 
minimum of BO degrees running up in the 
daytime is what they need in order to 
give of their best.—K. It. W. 

The Cyrtanthuses.— It was a pleasure to 
see in Gardening Illustrated for Febru- 
ary 24tl) a note on these pretty South 
African bulbs. The species there illus¬ 
trated—C. sanguineus—is, in the shaiie of 
its flowers, quite distinct from most of the 
others*. The deep-scarlet species is Maco- 
wani, and not McKeni. as stated in the 
above-mentioned note. It has been often a 
matter of surprise to me that these Cyr- 
tauthuses are not more grown, and where 
there is a quantity of them one is rarely 
without a few flowers. At one time I 
raised a liumlier of these from seeds, aud 
by persistent selection obtained several 
distinct and pleasing forms. , The flowers 
that arc produced in spring ripen their 
seeds, as a rule, in June or July, and if it 
is sown at once the young plants appear 
in a very short time. Wintered in a tem- 
perature of BO degs. to 00 degs., being then 
in thumb pots, they would he ready for 
shifting into 4-iueh pots in the spring, and 
by the following year they would flower. 
l*'ew bulbous plants when raised from 
seeds will bloom in so short a time. While 
very successful in obtaining crosses be¬ 
tween Vailota purpurea and Cyrtautlius 
sanguineus, I never met with any measure 
of success in crossing this last-named with 
the narrow-tubed members of the genus, 
such as C. lutesceus, C. McKeni, C. Maco- 
wani, or C. angustifolius.—K. R. W. 

Cytisus elegans. —While Cytisus race- 
mosus is universally grown for greenhouse 
decoration early in the year a near rela¬ 
tive, Cytisus elegans, is not met Avith so 
often as one might expect. It is a looser- 
growing bush than the other, while the 
prettily-divided leaves are of a pleasing 
silky character. The flowers are of a 
somewhat paler yellow. Cytisus rac*e- 
mosus. which, by the way, is also known 
as Cytisus fragrans, may lie grown in 
pots S inches in diameter. Sturdy bushes 
of this size are brought into Covent Gar¬ 


den Market in large numbers, and may 
often be seen hawked about the streets of 
London. This Cytisus may be increased 
from seeds, but in order to obtain good 
flowering examples in a small state it is 
necessary to propagate tbem from cuttings, 
which are best taken in the latter part of 
the spring, when the current season’s 
shoots have lost their succulent character 
and before they are too hard and woody. 
Dibbled firmly into fine, sandy soil and 
placed in a propagating-case in a warm 
greenhouse temperature they will soon 
root. Care is, however, needed to see that 
the foliage is not too damp, as, if so, de¬ 
cay of the leaves is liable to set in, and 
quickly spreads. A variety known as 
Everestianus has flowers of a deeper 
yellow than those of the type. It does not 
strike so readily as the other: indeed, 
some years ago, having to obtain a con¬ 
siderable number, I grafted it on to seed¬ 
lings of C. raeemosus.—K. It. W. 

Hardenbergia monophylla.—Fur a small 
greenhouse this is a useful climber, whose rosy- 
purple Peaeliaped blossoms are borne during 
tlie early spring months. It used to be placed 
in the genus Kennedya. There is a while 
variety, but it is lees 6howy than the type. A 
second epeciee, Hardenbergia Comptoniana, is 
more vigorous than the preceding. The flowers, 
which are crowded together in racemes, eacli 
about 4 inches long, are bright purple, and a 
succession is kept up for some time. It is suit- 
able for a larger structure than H. mono 
phylla. These llardenbergias need a compost 
of equal parts of peat and loam, with enough 
sand to be visible when mixed. They may both 
be propagated from cuttings ol the half-grown, 
sturdy shoots or from seeds which sometimes 
ripen.- K. K. W. 

Aralia Veitchi gracilllma. — There are 
almost a dozen ©f*the Aralias, which require— 
or, at least, are generally grown in—stove 
heat, and, beyond doubt, the most, elegant is 
A. Veitchi gracillima. Especially adapted for 
table decoration or for vases, the variety 
always attracts* attention by reason of its 
light appearance. A rather slow grower, it 
can be grown well in pots 4 inches in diameter, 
and if a litlle peat can be afforded and the 
compost made very firm, good health can be 
maintained for a long time. Stove heat is 
essential, otherwise the bottom leaves will 
drop, and (lie appearance of the plant will be 
marred. Unfortunately*, as in the ease or 
other Aralias, the variety tinder notice can 
only be propagated by grafting.—K irk. 

Eucharis Lilies.—The Euoharie Lily cannot 
be successfully grown unless heat aud plenty 
of atmospheric moisture are present. At the 
same time, it must not be over-exposed U> the 
sun. although it by no means follows that the 
Eucharis Lily* is a shade lover. When the 
soil is fully* occupied by Vhe roots the less the 
plants are disturbed the better. Soot-water 
is the beet stimulant for them, and they ought 
never to be entirely dried off. When growth 
is completed, rest the plants for a month in 
a house 10 degs. or so lower than that, in 
which they flowered. When rc-introduced to 
their flowering quarters the increased tem¬ 
perature will soon cause the plants to bloom. 
—Kirk. 

Achimenes. -Besides being very ornamental 
when grown in baskets, Achimenes make 
useful pot plants. The conns now on the 
point of starting should be shaken out of the 
old soil and potted iu uew compost iuto pots 
6 inches and 7 inches in diameter. A shelf 
either in the stove or propagaling-hoiiee is a 
good position for them. For baskets the err id* 
may be started in pans. 

Gloxinias.—The pots containing the resting 
tubers should be placed in a moist heat, whiuli 
will soon cause the latter to start growing, 
after which they may* 1)© shaken out and re* 
potted. ITntil the tubers actually commence to 
glow but little water is required, the moisture 
in the house, with an occasional syringing, 
supplying their needs.—A. W. 

Tuberous Begonias.—A few of these may be 
shaken out now and repotted, or. if necessary 
to economise space, placed iu a box until they 
start growing. They will flower early, and be 
useful for greenhouse decoration.—A. W. 
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CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS ON WALES. 
Now is a good time to plant Chrysanthe¬ 
mums on walls where a display of bloom 
is required late in the season. If a south 
wall has to lie covered, so much the better, 
and If there is a good, wide coping on the 
wall, either temporary or otherwise, the 
blooms will not become so heavily soaked 
by rains. If temporary protection in this 
way is given, the boards should be at least 
fi inches wide, and fixed in position when 
the buds are opening. During the summer 
the plants nre all the better if they get the 
benefit of rains, which tend to keep them 
free from insects. Old plants that flowered 
in [Kits last season are the most suitable 
for such a lKjsition, for the reason - that 
they |> 06 sess a larger number of shoots near 
the base than In the case of young Ones 
struck from cuttings made of the cun-cut 
year's growth. 


from the base of each plant, and in the 
case of the large-flowered varieties select 
four of the strongest growths, and ns re¬ 
gards Pompous and singles, retain six, re¬ 
moving all others. This should be done as 
early as possible, to give extra strength to 
those remaining. When the growths are 
long enough spread them out thinly, and 
fasten them to the wall by means of nails 
and shreds if there are no wires. If the 
branches are not secured as growth pro¬ 
ceeds they get broken by the wind. Do not 
top the branches, ns the growth is best 
increased by allowing the shoots to break 
naturally, selecting two of the strongest 
on each stem, or more if space permits, 
and removing the remainder. The shoots 
of both Pompon and single varieties, owing 
to the smallness of the foliage, may be 
trained more thickly upon the wall than in 
tile case of the larger-flowering kinds. A 
distance of 3 inches to 4 inches is suitable, 
and the extra number of brunches is 
secured by retaining more at the first break 


mum has to contend during the flowering 
season, as the blooms being heavily charged 
with moisture are much less able to resist 
the effects of frost than when they are dry. 

NOTES AND HEP LIES. - 

Chrysanthemums of the indoor varieties 
have made very satisfactory progress, and re¬ 
potting in the case of the most advanced 
plants has become necessary. Thoroughly 
clean pots and crocks are used for this pur¬ 
pose, these being for the present shift 4 incites 
in diameter. The potting compost on this oc¬ 
casion is of a considerably rougher character 
than that in which the cuttings were rooted, 
but, with the exception of a slight dash of 
soot, no artificial stimulant is added. The ad¬ 
dition of such substances at this early stage 
is I think quite unnecessary, and may prolt- 
ably be one of the causes of, or, at least, pre¬ 
dispose the plants to. rust. Meantime, there 
would appear to be plenty of nourishment in 
good sound loam with a proportion of leaf- 
mould and sand, with, as lute been said, the 
addition of a little soot for the present re¬ 
quirements of the plants.— W. McG. 



Tulipa Kau/manniana in the rock janlen. 


The employment of suitable varieties 
should In- the first consideration. Pom- 
jMills, Anemone Pompous, anil single varie¬ 
ties are esi tee tally suited for this method 
of culture sis they flower profusely, and, 
owing to tlie thinness of their iietals, do 
not suffer nearly so much from rain as do 
heavier kinds—incurved, for instance. Ke- 
flexed Chrysanthemums answer well, also 
the Japanese flowers with short, reflexed 
florets. These, owing to their imbricated 
I*tals, do not retain the water, as in the 
ease of the incurved kinds. Large- 
flowered Anemone kinds are the worst for 
ibis purpose, owing to the large quill-like 
florets holding water. If the soil is of fail- 
quality some manure should he added at 
planting time. From the old plants re- i 
move wane of the old soil, disentangling 
the roots so that they will more readily 
take to the new eouq>ost. After planting 
tread the soil firmly, and when growth is 
fairly started give the soil a good soaking 
should it he at all dry. Shoots will spring 


dpy. She 

Go 


of the shoots. No thinning of the buds 
will be required. 

Where the production of a quantity of 
blooms is the main objeet, top the plants 
when ti inches high, and continue doing so 
until tlie end of June. After that allow 
them to grow away at will, securing the 
bra aches to the wall as growth proceeds 
and space jiei-mits. Encourage free growth 
by thoroughly syringing the plants after a 
hot day, as this assists in keeping the 
foliage clean, and rendering the wall cool 
during the night. Copious supplies of 
water should be given to the roots as 
growth proceeds, and occasional closes of 
liquid manure are of great assistance in 
promoting a vigorous growth. Treated in 
this manner blooms can be had in favour¬ 
able seasons from such walls during a 
period of eight or ten weeks. It is ad¬ 
visable to devise some means for keeping 
off frost, sucli as by hanging tiffany over 
the flowers. Frost following rain is tlie 
worst enemy with which the Clirysauthe- 


ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

TULIPA KAUFMANNIANA. 

Tulipa Kaufmanniana is, I think, un¬ 
favourite among the Tulip species, chiefly 
on account of combined splendour and 
creamy charm, and largely because it is 
such a good ami easy grower. It is also 
the earliest to flower. It is rather dwarf 
and the flowers are very large. The huge 
creamy buds, which are each 3 inches or 
1 inches long and flushed with pink out- 
sido, arc curried stiff and erect upon short, 
stout stems. Then one sunny morning you 
come along and find your Tulip buds have 
opened wide into huge, creamy, Water 
Lily-looking flowers. Their resemblance 
to Water Lilies is very striking, botli m 
colour, texture, form, size, and the way 
they almost sit upon the ground as Water 
Lilies sit, upon the water. Last year I 
imported, at great price, a form called 
eoecinen, and,. not knowing any better, 
potted the bulbs and tried to bring them 
along in a greenhouse. Buds of brilliant 
promise pushed up, and then they ap- 
lieared to contract a severe form of cliil 
blain and refused to develop any further. 
Tulipa Kaufmamiiana refuses to he 
coddled or forced, and this year I hope to 
see something rather startling, for my 
bulbs of T. K. coeeiuea are already pushing 
up nicely in the open. 

Mr. Herbert Chapman seems to have 
found a way of coercing Kaufmauniana 
into flowering early, lor lie showed a 
sjiecial form of his own a mouth ago at a 
Koyal Horticultural •Society show in Lon¬ 
don, and from all accounts it was a very 
beautiful variety and gained an Award of 
Merit. I grow the tyie here in ordinary 
loam in a sunny border, and it flowers and 
increases without any trouble or special 
cure. It also sets seed freely. If eoeciuea 
flowers according to tlie high expectations 
I have built up round it. and sets seed, 1 
shall sow a hatch in the hope that in some 
distant era of lieace I may flower some 
interesting breaks and forms. Can anyone 
tell me how many years Kaufinanniana 
takes to flower from seed, or is that like 
asking when the war will end? 

Clarence Elliott. 

Stevenuye. . 

Index and Binding Cases for completed 
Volunio. -The Index to Volume. XXXVIII. f ei.vltar.N- 
ing Illustrated is note ready (price 3d., poet free 3\d.j. 
The Binding Case for the same volume is also available 
{price Is. lid., by post Is. !)d .A The Index ami Binding 
Case can be obtained from any newsagent, or from the 
Publisher, H3, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, IV.C. I. If 
ordered together, the priec of the, \hd.,. ynd Binding Case is 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

ARTICHOKES OR POTATOES. 
Much hitherto uncultivated land is being 
prepared for crops, some of it sandy. The 
1’ark, Nottingham, is a case in point. It 
is intended to plant Potatoes in a great 
pirt of this land, but, alas! ns the Ken¬ 
tucky proverb says, “ You can’t grow 
Taters on sandy land.” The crop for tills 
class of land, as, indeed, for any waste 
land, is Jerusalem Artichokes, the silver¬ 
skinned variety. Provided there is any 
luiiuus at all “ Chokes,” as they are known 
in the trade, may be depended u]>on always 
to do well, and in poor land especially to 
give twice the weight of yield of Potatoes 
in the same ground. The tubers are good 
for man and beast, and there is no Arti¬ 
choke disease as in the case of Potatoes. 
Their culture, too, is more simple, and 
they require just half the Labour. They 
need less hoeing, and no earthing up. 
They are planted about 5 inches in depth, 
1 foot apart in the rows, these being 2 feet 

inches apart. They need no manure. If 
kept clean till the stems are well up, which 
will he about the middle of June, the shade 
of the plants will at once keep weeds down 
and modify the effects of drought. Even 
iu comparatively i>oor land a yield of from 
•> tons I>er acre may be counted on in early 
November. The Board of Agriculture 
issues a leaflet on their culture, free on 
application. Arthur R. Waddell. 

Boseland, Slotfold, Baldock. 

[The above is from a recent issue of 
“ The Times ” without one word to explain 
that the plant he refers to is not an Arti¬ 
choke in any sense, but wholly distinct 
from an Artichoke. The ways of cooking 
the two things are guile distinct, yet 
vookery hooks often give recipes without 
saying which vegetable is meant. The 
confusion and loss of time caused by this 
may be imagined. If we had a Horticul¬ 
tural Society that looked after its true 
work instead of footling about “ isms ” to 
be determined in the laboratory, the ques¬ 
tion of false names should be one of its 
first labours, and not a hard one. Mr. 
Waddell is vague as to the value of the 
crop.— Eu. Gardening Illustrated.] 


NOTES AND BE ELIES. 

Potato and Beetroot jam. —I would be very 
grateful if you could give me a recipe for 
Potato and Beetroot jam, if possible.—L ady 
Fiairkncb Bourse, Morrieton Dwelling House, 
Slraflan, Co. Kildare. 

[Select small, tender Beetroots of a good 
colour, peel and cut into thin shreds or 
chop coarsely. For every pound of 
shredded Beetroot allow one pint of cold 
water and the shredded peel of a Lemon. 
Place Beetroot, Lemon peel, and water in 
a clean preserving-pan, and simmer over a 
clear tire for thirty minutes, then add j lb. 
of peeled and shredded Potatoes, J lb. of 
sugar, and the juice of a Lemon. Con¬ 
tinue to simmer the jam for thirty 
minutes longer or until the jam sets when 
tested. The contents of the pan must be 
stirred continuously as the jam is in¬ 
clined to settle and burn. Pour into jars 
and cover, while boiling hot, with tissue 
imiier circles dipped into milk and pressed 
firmly over the tops of the jars and around 
the sides. There is no need for tying, ns 
I lie tissue paper dries and. sl icks firmly to 
the jar.] * 

Preserving fruit pulp (L. E. Salzman). 

It is quite ix>ssiblc to keep fruit pulp 
without sugar for a considerable time; in 
fact, in pre-war days a large trade existed 
in fruit pulps for jam-making between this 
country aud Australia. A short time ago 
the Board of Agriculture issued a leaflet on 
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the making of Apple pulp on a large scale. 
The making of a small quantity would, 
however, be comparatively easy, and would 
need no special apparatus, but it would be 
better to make it without the sugar, adding 
this when the jam is to lie made. Natur¬ 
ally, the jam would not be quite so nice 
as if it were made with the fresh fruit 
and sugar immediately after picking, but 
as the pulp would keep for at least a year 
the jam might be made under happier con¬ 
ditions than those existing at present. 
This is the method I adopt. Flace the 
fruit in a large jar either in a moderately 
warm oven or in a pan of boiling water. 
When the contents of the jar are soft and 
absolutely boiling till large screw-top 
bottles or jars with the pulp (make the 
empty bottles very hot before placing the 
pulp in them), screw on the tops, and place 
the bottles or jars in the oven for ten 
minutes. Take out, see that the screw 
tops are firm, and set aside to cool. When 
cold, store In a dry cupboard until re¬ 
quired. Last year I made a quantity aud 
simply covered the bottles while boiling 
hot with parchment paper, and found the 
pulp kept perfectly.—H. T. C. 

The value of the Parsnip.— Listening to 
a lecture to allotment holders the other 
evening I was pleased to hear the lecturer, 
an exjierieneed gardener, emphasise the 
value of the Parsnip. Its worth is more 
recognised in England than in Scotland, 
where comiiaratively few cottagers culti¬ 
vate this useful vegetable. At shows it is 
frequently well shown, however, by gar¬ 
deners and ardent amateur exhibitors. I 
question much, however, if the standard 
of judging generally adopted is good. We 
see long roots, narrowing down into a long, 
whip-like “tail,” which are of no use 
whatever for cooking. The prodigious roots 
grown by making a 3 feet deep hole witli 
a crowbar are not generally acceptable to 
the cook, and I like “ The Student,” which 
gives under good culture the best roots for 
the table.—A. S. M. D. 

Potato King Edward VII. —This second 
early is a good cropper, the tubers of ex¬ 
cellent quality. In some districts, un¬ 
fortunately, it appears to be subject to 
disease. I noticed last year that disease 
was prevalent in this variety in Worcester¬ 
shire and Warwickshire. I think the 
cleanest and best crop of Potatoes that I 
have seen was that of King Edward which 
was being lifted near Hitehin, in Hert¬ 
fordshire. I had seen heavier crops, but 
this one was fairly heavy, and the tubers 
were nearly uniform in size, not too large, 
few small ones, and quite free from 
disease. King Edward VII. appears to 
have given a very good account of itself in 
this and the neighbouring counties of Bed¬ 
ford and Cambridge.—M. 

Bracken as a vegetable.— The well- 
known surgeon. Sir James Crichton- 
Browne, in a communication to The 
Observer, states that the young shoots of 
Bracken are used as food in .Tajian, and 
considered to be a delicacy. The tender 
parts of the Bracken shoots are picked and 
carefully washed in fresh water. They 
are then plunged in boiling water, and re¬ 
main there for two minutes, after which 
they are removed and placed in cold water, 
where they are left for two hours. After 
this preliminary preparation they can he 
cooked in a variety of ways, notably as a 
purie, like Spinach, and with melted 
butter, like Asiiaragus heads. 

Parsnips and Leeks. —The Parsnip is, to 
me, an excellent vegetable. It is the sw T eet 
Potato of ilie temperate regions. All gar¬ 
dens grow it, but it never gets to the 
kitchen, in my experience, except on Ash 
Wednesday, with the salt fish or with an 
occasional log of boiled pork. Why Is such 


a good thing 6o neglected? I like it boiled, 
but it is better mashed with butter or milk. 
'The old proverb, “ Fine words butter no 
Parsnips," show that it w r as a well-knowu 
vegetable of old gardens. Don’t you find 
that three-fourths of the vegetables 
brought into the house from the garden 
never come to table? The Leek is too 
much neglected. Excellent in soup; almost 
more Oniony thus than Onion itself.— 
W. J. 

[Parsnips want careful cooking to be 
palatable. Something mag be done in 
their improvement as to flavour and tex¬ 
ture. Leeks are excellent, and not used 
enough—well braized, more grateful to 
some than Onions grown in the same soil. 
The Potato Onion is of delicate flavour, and 
deserves attention. Mrs. Earle says the 
Tree Onion is worth having, and she, being 
a good cook of such, ought to knoic .—W.] 

The Potato as food. —Professor Mulder, 
an eminent Dutch chemist, wrote a trea¬ 
tise on “ Food in its Relations to National 
Spirit,” in which he condemns the Potato. 
He declares that Potatoes “ cannot become 
staple diet without the eaters not only 
dwindling in condition, but also growing 
more dull and torpid in intellect than 
befits an intellectual race. . . . Experi¬ 
ence does indeed teach,” he continues, 
“ that it is possible to exist ou Potatoes 
alone, but this is no healthy life. A 
stomach that admits much useless matter, 
and gains from the mass but little that is 
of use to it, is in an unnatural condition. 
The bulk of the substance that daily fills 
the abdomen oppresses the nerves which 
are in close connection with the brain.” 

Corn-salad.—This, untouched by the 
severe frost, has been iu use all (he winter 
until mid-March. The seed was sown at' 
the end of July over a bulb lied. With a 
lew bits of Celery and a sprinkling of 
Chervil or any herb preferred it is a good 
winter salad, and may be eaten without 
dressing of any kind. The seed is very 
plentiful aud is best sown broadcast and 
densely, so ns to cover the whole lied and 
so stop splashing of the earth. It is a 
hotter salad for winter than some of the 
plants often recommended, as Dandelion. 
Chicory, etc. 

Vegetables.- -I hope that tile circumstances 
of the present time may do something to teach 
the English more about vegetables. I suppose 
there are thousands, if not millions, of English 
people who until quite recently supposed that 
Hwedes were only suitable for animals, being 
quite ignorant of the foot, that they have been 
esteemed by the Scotch I suppose for genera¬ 
tions iu preference to Turnips.—G eo. Hemmikgs 
Bark. 

The Sugar Pea. —This, I am aware, is not 
much gnown in Scottish gardens, but it is well 
worth attention, and when used in a young 
state it is a delicious vegetable. The Pea is 
used as gathered, as in the case of young 
French Beans, and there are both dwarf and 
tall sorts. In France the Sugar Pea is known 
as Pois sans parchemin, and those who give 
the variety a trial will not readily discard it. 
—A Scottish Gardener. 

The Xce-plant as a vegetable..— I should be 
much obliged if you or any of your readers 
oould tell me whether the Ice-plant is good to 
eat as a vegetable? Nurserymen merely state 
in their catalogues that it is used for garnish¬ 
ing. It has struck me that il it can be used 
us a vegetable it would make a good substitute 
for " bedding-out ” plants, being quite orna¬ 
mental. and would increase food products.— 
Puzzled. 

Cooking a spring Cabbage.— Tikis is a good 
way of oooking a spring Cabbage. Split it anil 
wash it in salt and water. Put it into a sauce¬ 
pan of boiling water for ten minutes, take it 
tip, drain on a sieve, put- it with a little butter 
in a casserole for an hour to braise, and add 
pepper and salt to taste, but no stock or water. 
Mrs. Earle in Carden. 
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ROOM AND WINDOW. 

THE SPRING SNOWFLAKE IN THE 
HOUSE. 

This precious plant I liavc in all sorts of 
places from meadow Grass to edgings, and 
it does well In all, though the soil is not of 
the free peaty or leafy kind it loves and 


EARLY SAXIFRAGES FOR THE 
HOUSE. 

I have been using several of the early- 
flowering Saxifrages as room plants, and 
wonder that they have never been used in 
this way before. I am pretty sure that 
before very long they will be used in this j 
way very extensively. They are easy to ; 


soil from the bottom of the hhll, and put 
them into small bowls and basins (without 
holes in the bottom), and fill up with a 
handful of stone chips. They last for a 
fortnight or three weeks in the house, and 
are about the most beautiful flower 
arrangement one can possibly have. Any 
simple bowl will do, the simpler the better. 
Mr. Walls’ Coldrum pottery I like the best, 



Spring Snowflakes (Leucojum) in the house. 


does best in. It is really a more useful 
plant than the Snowdrop, bolder, resists 
rough weather better, and, set in one of 
the Jaiwnese flower vases, is useful for the 
house when flowers are few. The artist’s 
name is on the vase beneath, but I cannot 
read it, and can only thank the Japan 
artists generally for giving us the best 
things ever designed for the purpose. 

Googltf 


grow in pots plunged in a bed of sand or 
ashes, and kept (the earliest of them) in 
a cold-frame. Saxifraga Burseriaua 
comes first, then S. Burseriaua Gloria, 
then S. apic-ulatu, S. apiculata alba, S. 
Faldonside, S. Elizabeths, S. Haagi, S. 
Irvingi, S. ruulime, S. Boydi alba, and 
many others. One may have a succession 
of them from January till April. I take 
them from their small pots, remove a little 


asAhe shapes are good and the colours re¬ 
fined.* I have tried Japanese bowls, but 
do not like them so much, us they mostly 
have patterns which, though beautiful in 
themselves, are fussy for the flowers, and 
their Oriental character is out of keeping 
with simple western alpine flowers. One 
can also make pretty arrangements in 
larger bowls or pans by using two or three 
plants of oue* or more kinds of Saxifrages, 
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surrounding them with grey granite chips 
and perhaps two or three small pieces of 
rock about the size of a match-box and 
well sunk in ithe soil. In such arrange¬ 
ments simplicity should be the aim. Place 
a well-flowered plant of Saxifraga Bur- 
seriaua in a simple bowl witli a few stone 
chips, and bring it into the house, and eom- 
l»re it with, say, your truest Dutch Hya¬ 
cinth or most hectic Van Thol Tulips! 
There can be no question as to w T hich is 
the more beautiful, and yet we most of us 
have a lurking sort of affection for the 
large, stout Hyacinths. 

Stevenage. Clarence Elliott. 

Yellow Winter Jasmine as a pot plant.— 

Five or six years ago I trotted up a plant 
of the yellow Winter Jasmine. I then 
pruned it, cutting away many branches 
altogether and shortening back the long, 
thin, young growths (to flower next 
winter) till I had a little dwarf tree with 
a stumpy, twisted trunk and bent branches. 

1 kept it in the open air till autumn, and 
then brought it into a cold greenhouse. It 
was covered with blossoms for many weeks 
in the winter, the flowers developing per¬ 
fectly in tlic shelter of the greenhouse, 
and it made a very pretty room plant, 
lasting well in the house. Each spring I 
prune away most of the old flowering 
wood and keep it dwarf and shapely; not 
a round bull, but with branches of irregu¬ 
lar outline. The whole plant at six years 
old is only about IS inches high, little 
larger than it was originally, though the 
trunk has thickened and grown gnarled. 
I grow it in a blue and white pot in which 
an imputed Japine.se dwarf Bine died.— 
< 'labe.vck Elliott, Stevenage. 

Honesty in winter.— The best plan with 
this plant is not to cut it and stick il about 
in vases in the house. Some folk have a 
mania for putting dried Bulrushes, l’ainpis 
Crass, Honesty, and even the toil feathers 
of pheasants into vases, where they collect 
dust and soon have a fly-blown apiiear- 
iinee. Honesty seeds about freely in my 
garden, and ail this winter there lias been 
a clump of the tall dead stems carrying 
their silvery pirclnnent seed-vessels, and 
they have been a very pretty natural 
feature. Holies!y (Lunaria biennis) is a 
hardy biennial. In the growing and 
flowering stages it is rather a coarse, ugly 
plant, and the flowers of the common form 
arc (lie colour of the less exjiensiye brands 
of claret. The variety atrococcinea, how¬ 
ever, is a line colour, a magenla-crimson 
of rather barbaric splendour. Some folk 
dislike tiiis colour almost as much as I 
dislike vases lilled with dead vegetation.— 
V. E. 

Window-boxes.— These should be over¬ 
hauled without further delay, ami any repairs 
that may he necessary done. Freeh soil ought 
to be used as in a limited space the old soil 
soon becomes spent. Much economy will 
doubtless be practised this year, and it ie well 
to remember one may have a brave show at 
little cost from such things as Snapdragons, 
Violas. Petunias, and Brachyoome (Swan 
Kiver Daisy), whilst for sweetness few things 
can surpass Mignonette.— Woodbastwick. 

Parsley and bulbs in window-box. —Last 
August 1 put some Crocuses and other bulbs 
into a window-box, and having some young 
Paisley plants. 1 planted these amongst the 
bulbs. Now (in March) the box is gay with 
the bulbs, the Paisley forming a fine ground¬ 
work. When the bulbs are over the Paisley 
will he useful for rnjvuy weeks.—J. C. F. 0. 

Field Poppies. - These fugitive, yet beau¬ 
tiful, flowers, which are valued for table 
decoration because of their light, graceful 
character and delicate colours, are not always 
grown to perfection, the reason being that the 
seed is sown much too thickly, and the plants, 
overcrowding each other, do not get, a chance 
to develop. It is always the isolated plant in 



OUTDOOR PLANT& 

HARDY FLOWER NOTES. 
Alstrceueuia chilensis. —Some years ago 
1 happened to put n root of this into a 
frame where I grow Strawberries planted 
out. It grew freely, and the following 
year, when the ground was dug, it re¬ 
mained. The same tiling occurred the 
following year, and then the growth made 
was wonderfully gross and the roots 
travelled so freely that I could not let it 
remain longer, as It was beginning to 
choke the Strawberries The soil was 
light and was kept open by aunual 
stirring. The drainage, too, was perfect, 
as the soil was several inches above the 
ground-level. The above details will, 1 
think, serve to give a correct idea of the 
conditions necessary for the well-being of 
tiiis species, which is by uo means so fre¬ 
quently met with us its relative uuran- 
tiaca, which is more easily pleased In the 
matter of soil and situation. Some years 
ago 1 visited a derelict nursery, and in a 
heap of garden refuse there were growing 
and blooming well Alstrcemeria a urea, A. 
chilensis, A. pelegrina, and A. iisittaeina. 
They looked as hardy plants do when 
perfectly happy, and have taken jier- 
manent possession of the soil. This liap- 
lienetl many years ago, anil in all 
probability the owner of that nursery 
followed what was then the common 
practice of growing the I’eruviuu Lilies in 
I Kits. When the nursery was broken up 
they were presumably turned out of the 
puts and cast where they became rather 
deeply buried in very loose material. 
'I'Llits gave me a pretty clear insight into 
■the conditions mosl favourable to the 
growth of this family of hardy plants. 
If 1 had to plant a collection of them i 
should carefully preimre the soil, which 
would consist of olio-half decayed garden 
refuse and the remainder light loam. 
Early in the winter I would give them n 
thick covering of leaves, which would 
guard Uie routs against severe frosts, in 
a low-lying situation I would keep the 
routs well above the ground-level. 

Saxifk.mia makoinata will remain in 
fair condition for some yen re with quite 
ordinary euro, lint 1 liml that if.oue wishes 
to have it in its best form it must be 
divided and put into fresh soil every third 
year. Although not apparently suffering, 
the growths become, to a certain extent, 
attenuated when nothing is done for 
several years. There is a difference be¬ 
tween plants with two or three small 
spikes and line little stieciuiens with a 
dozen strong flower trasses. Flowering in 
Mu lei i, this is a precious little hardy 
plant, and of greater value than the more 
highly-prized S. Burseriaun, it being quite 
devoid of the constitutional weakness that 
the latter too often exhibits. 

Montbhetias, —I fear that there will be 
big losses among these. I know by pain¬ 
ful experience that their endurance is 
limited. I once had u large collection of 
them. I had collected all the best kinds, 
had given them careful culture for two or 
three years, and had a really flue stock of 
sound, healthy roots. Then came that 
hard winter which will be in remembrance 
of the older readers of Gardening Illus¬ 
trated, and I lost nine-tenths of my 
stock, and those that survived were never 
much good When 1 found Hint hard 
frost was likely to lust. I put on several 
inches of covering, but this did not keep - 
them safe. There is only one safe way, 
and that is to take up the roots in early 
winter and store in boxes in cocoa-fibre 
or light soil in a cool place and plant in 
March or early In April, according to tile 
weather. Montliretlsis are so distinct that 


they are certainly worth some trouble, 
and the pleasure of having saved them in 
such a winter as this is very great. 

J. Coknhill. 


DOG'S-TOOTH VIOLETS. 

The Erytlironiums are indispensable sub¬ 
jects for the wild garden, for they are not 
only easily pleased in almost any wood¬ 
land soil, hut they fiossess a rare charm 
of form and colour. Though more modest 
than many of its American relations, the 
little E. Dens-cunis of Europe is not to lie 
despised. It is now seen in a wide variety 
of rich and beautiful tints, and is among 
the first to bloom with us. The sudden 
appearance of the glossy, marbled leaves, 
the upward thrust of the spear-like bud. 
which gathers colour ns it grows and 
drool*, and finally the slow unfolding of 
the segments which, rolling backwards, 
become completely reflexed, is one of the 
prettiest phases in flower development 
that these spring days afford. There is 
nothing tawdry, bold, or pushful about 
tile Dog's-tooth Violet. It is, in all its 
forms, elegant, refined, well-bred. One 
of the finest of the race is E. giguntcuui, 
Hie “Adder's Tongue” of the Rockies, 
where it may be seen in battalions follow¬ 
ing the retreating snow and gaily blossom¬ 
ing in the very shades of the glaciers. Its 
chrome-yellow flowers, borne on stems 
nearly 1 foot in height, are deliciously 
fragrant, and. save for a slight difference 
in Hie central markings, E. cnlifornicuin 
closely resembles it. E. Watsoui is a very 
lovely creamy-white sjiecies with a golden 
band, and E. Jolinsotii a fine, bright rose 
set off with golden anthers. There are 
several others no less attractive. Wo 
generally plant the bulbs of these elegant, 
little Lilies about ti inches deep in early 
autumn. Shallower planting would pro¬ 
bably lie desirable where the drainage is 
slow. Sometimes they remain dormant 
the first year, but re-appear tile following 
spring. They must have company in the 
way of a cai'iieting of some kind, and of 
this the natural herbage of the woodland 
hank is the best. A. T. Johnson. 

NUT MS AND HE DUES. 

White wood Lily (Trill ium grandifloruuii. 
— Among hardy plants which flower in 
spring this is one of the most chaste and 
tienutiful, and yet it is seldom seen in gar¬ 
dens, its absence, uo doubt, being owing to 
a want of success in its culture, through its 
having been planted in unsuitable situa¬ 
tions. It is one of ttliosc subjects that will 
not succeed in tin ordinary border, exposed 
to the sun, and starved from lack of mois¬ 
ture. If is a shade and moisture-loving 
plant, but, although tiiis is the ease, it is 
useless planting it in wet, atuguinit soil, sis 
there the roots jierisli in winter. The phi re 
in which it is most at home is by the side 
of a watercourse, or in loose, damp soil 
full of decowiiosed vegetable matter, 
where, from being able to ramify freely, it 
soon forms fine masses ami flowers very 
freely. As the flowers of this Trillium are 
borne on the some stalks with the leaves, 
they cannot be cut to lie of use without 
taking tiie two together, which weakens 
the plants. Cutting should, therefore, be 
avoided, and the foliage taken every care 
of in order that it may be of assistance in 
developing and ripening the crowns.—N. 

Crocus chrysanthus Warley var.- This was 
shown by Miss Willmott at the Royal Horti¬ 
cultural Society's meeting oil February lttii. 
1905, and received an Award of Merit under the 
name at now bears. It is one of the pleasures 
of a fine February morning to see a clump of 
tiiis Crocus with its closely packed flowers 
widely expanded in the sunshine. They are of 
a creamy wliite. with ‘rich orange throat and 
scarlet stigmata but are lovelier wtill when 
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only half open and tile rich purple staining 
on the bache of the outer segaiente visible. It 
jg nn excellent variety to use in the rock 
gnnlen. and if replanted every three or four 
years should increase rapidly.—E. A. Bowi.es in 
Harden. 

CLEMATIS MONTANA VAlt. WILSONI. 
Tue Mountain Clematis has I icon a popu¬ 
lar garden plant ever since its introduction 
by lady Amherst in 1S31, and there are 
many places where large buildings and 
fences are clothed by its luxurious growth, 
presenting very pleasant features in May 
when the myriads of white blossoms tire at 
their best. Until quite recent years it 
stood alone and offered little or no variu- 


i across in July and August. The flowers 
i are white. Another white large-flowered 
! variety is superba, which hears flowers 
3 inches or rather more in diameter. The 
most distinct variety of all, however, is 
rubens. Its flowers are about as large as 
those of the type, but of a bright, rosy-red 
colour. It blooms in May and is rather 
hardier than the type. Given a sunny 
positing these Clematises are seen to con¬ 
siderable advantage when planted at the 
foot of a large bush or small tree over 
which they can ramble at will. I). 


Ornamental Grasses.— 1 These are grown by 
very few to-day, but ill my younger days no 



Clematis montana Wilsoni. 


lion from the tyi>e; now, however, there 
tire several forms which are sufficiently 
distinct for varietal names and arc well 
worth including in gardens where strong- 
growing climbers are desired. The type is 
a native of the Himalaya, l.mt the recently- 
ictrodueed varieties are of Chinese origin. 
One of these varieties is the plant under 
notice. It was introduced early in tire pre¬ 
sent century by Mr. H. H. Wilson from 
Central China when collecting for Messrs. 
Vciteli, and it differs from the type in 
bearing larger flowers and blossoming 
later; for, whereas the type produces 
flowers little more than 2 inches across in 
May, this variety beay&'ljlossonM 3 inches 

Google 


one attempting to grow Everlasting flow ere 
for winter decoration would leave out Uraeeee. 
Heliclirysunns and PhysaJises were tile “ stand¬ 
bys, ” and to these Graces like Briza gracilis 
(Quaking Grass), Agroetis nebuloea (Cloud 
Grass), Btipa pennata (Feather Grass), Era- 
grostivs (Love Grass), Hordeum jub&tum (Squir¬ 
rel-tail) were often in evidence. The seed of 
ornamental Grasse© may be sown now.— Lea- 
hurst. 

“The English Flower Garden and Hoire 
Grounds." —New Edition, ISth, revised, with descriptions 
oj all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture mid 
arrangement, illustrated on icood. Cloth, medium Si'll, Iris.: 
post free, Jos. Gd. 0/ all Booksellers or from the atfict 
of Gardening Illustrated, 03, Lincolns Inn Fields, 
London, IV. C. S. 


ROSES. 

SINGLE AND SEMI-DOUBLE BOSES. 
No one who has had much experience with 
single and semi-double llo-ses can deny how 
beautiful and effective they are when used 
as coverings for walls or for draping per¬ 
golas or arches. So far as the single sorts 
sire concerned, however, it has to be said 
tliat not a little prejudice still exists. Is 
this not so in regard to many single blos¬ 
soms. many people going so far as to say 
that because a flower is single its value is 
thereby diminished? With such a conclu¬ 
sion I entirely disagree, and I think if 
those who have not given them a trial 
could have seen a pergola, as I did this 
last summer, festooned with flowering 
shoots of that handsome variety', Blush 
Humbler, their prejudice would have been 
swept away. One, too, sometimes hears 
objections raised to them on account of 
their short duration of bloom, hut this is 
not quite correct of many of the varieties, 
and the one already mentioned is noted 
for its long jioriod of flowering; indeed, 
I know few climbing Boses that keep in 
good condition longer tliau Blush ltamhler. 

Almost everyone admits tliat one of. the 
most pleasing methods of employing the 
Bose in a garden is ns a climber, and in 
tlris connection some of the singles and 
semi-doubles are of great value. The 
flowers of the single and semi-double sorts 
are effective for table decoration when cut. 
Some of them are borne In clusters, others 
in long sprays, and most of them have 
nice foliage: that of some, indeed, en¬ 
hancing in no little degree (lie flowers. 
I cannot conceive of anyone who takes ail 
interest in Boses. especially for cutting, 
omitting to plant a few singles, as they 
are extremely easy of culture, needing 
little, if any, pruning when once estab¬ 
lished, and if the climbing sorts can he 
given a place where they can ramble pretty 
much as they like, as over an arlmur. for 
instance, (lie effect, in a garden is very 
beautiful. It is on these grounds that I 
would recommend their culture, as well as 
for the prodigality of blossoms they yield 
in a season, and for the fragrance which 
many of them |losses*. B. II. 


ORCHIDS. 

DEtTDUOUS <JAI,ANTHES. 

(Bm.v to " c'alx.ntue.”) 

Whk.n repotting these turn the plants very 
carefully out of tlieir liots and shake away 
lire exhausted soil, cutting off the old roots 
to about 1 inch. The remainder will belli 
to keep the jiseudo-bulbs steady in the new 
soil until the plants are established. 
Select pots ol' a size suited to the require¬ 
ments of the bulbs, and wash them 
thoroughly. The strongest pseudo-bulbs I 
p>t up separately into 0-inclr pots, using 
0-inch lots for the remainder. The ]iuts 
should be about half tilled with clean 
crocks, which should lie covered with 
Sphagnum Moss. I use a compost of two 
pa its good fibrous loam, one part finely- 
chopped Sphagnum .Moss, a little dry 
sifted eow-dung, with sufficient coarse 
sand and crushed charcoal to render the 
whole porous. The soil should be neither 
too wet nor too dry, and it should be 
thoroughly wanned before using. When 
I Kitting, shake the soil down until it is 
moderately firm around the base of the 
pseudo-bulbs. To make sure of this, take 
some of the roughest pints of (be compost 
and press them well down on to the old 
root stumps, filling up to within } inch of 
the riui. This leaves sufficient space for 
watering, also fora top-dressing of fibrous 
loam when the plants arc well established. 
When lotted, the plants are given a light 
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position in tie Melon-house, and during 
the early stages of growth shaded from 
direct sunshine. The most critical time 
with Calanthes is after repotting, until 
they become established. They require no 
water for several weeks, but the soil be¬ 
tween the pots should be damped occasion¬ 
ally according to the state of the weather. 
If the soil is made too wet before the roots 
are in full activity, their points, and also 
the tips of the young growths, are liable 
to turn black. 


VEGETABLES. 

POTATOES FOR SEED. 

In a contemporary, Dr. Kcoble, Director 
of the Royal Horticultural Gardens, 
Wisley, is quoted as suggesting that if the 
crown ends of Potatoes, when being peeled 
for use are cut off with not less than 1J oz. 
of flesh attached, and the cut surfaces 
dressed with either lime, plaster of Paris, 
or powdered charcoal, and the pieces 
placed in a box to sprout to prepare them 
for planting, it would help to meet the 
difficulty which will doubtless arise in re¬ 
gard to the shortage of seed tubers when 
planting time arrives. On the face of it, 
this appears an excellent idea. To carry 
it into effect one or other of the ingredients 
mentioned would have to be kept ready to 
bund, as well as boxes, or shallow trays 
would be better, in which to put the crown 
ends of the tubers after having been cut 
off daily and dressed. All this would be 
simple and feasible enough. But what we 
all should be glad to learn is whether the 
method has been given an extended trial, 
and do the results warrant its adoption 
on a broad scale, as in the daily prepara¬ 
tion of Potatoes for domestic use up and 
down the country an enormous quantity of 
such sets could be saved, which, if worth 
do ng, would go a long way towards re¬ 
lieving the anxiety felt as to planting 
tubers running short and insufficient for 
the needs of the country at large. In 
both moderate and large establishments 
where the daily consumption of Potatoes 
is considerable, the quantity of sets that 
could he saved in tills way would in the 
course of a month amount to a great 
number, and sufficient to plant a large area 
of ground. This Is leaving out ordinary 
householders and cottagers, whose contri¬ 
butions would still further augment the 
supply. 

The question, however, is as has 
already been alluded to, as to the results 
in regard to crop of a sufficiently satis¬ 
factory nature to warrant the general 
adoption of this method of increasing 
Potato sets. On this point, perhaps Dr. 
Keeble will enlighten us. One important 
matter Dr. Keeble does not mention, and 
that is in respect to the reduction of the 
number of sprouts on each set! These 
would be numerous, and there would also 
be a far less quantity of nutritive matter 
to support them. Does Dr. Keeble recom¬ 
mend the sets being planted without any 
reduction in the number of sprouts on the 
sets being made? C. G. H. 

TEAS RAISED IN POTS. 

In a season like the present, when the 
ground has been so long in the grip of 
frost and snow, Peas raised in pots will 
be of untold value. I sowed a few 
hundred pots, live or six seeds in each. 
These are now in frames, where their 
growth is advancing freely and sturdily, 
and, if weather permit, they will go out at 
the end of March on the most sheltered 
border available. I did this last year with 
excellent results, and by having about 
three sorts I found quite a useful succes¬ 
sion available at the time of gathering. 
A corrcspomlcuUtvn recent issue suggests 
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instead of planting from these pots Intact 
a better way is to shake them out and 
plant the Peas singly, the same as is done 
with Sweet Peas. This may be profitable 
and convenient in some gardens, but after 
trials extending over a few years I have 
found, certainly in the case of garden 
Peas, the loss they are disturbed the 
better. With yne, planted Intact from 
<10 pots they assume the vigour of the 
natural outdoor-sown, but when shaken 
out they show marked debility should the 
weather become summer-like and very 
dry. Todding then may be slightly earlier, 
hut there is a great loss of bulk and 
succession. Sweet Peas do extremely well 
shaken out at planting time. I have for 
some time discontinued the sowing of Peas 
in boxes. Sweet Peas now not being so 
much in the ascendency as in pre-war 
times, a few CO pots accommodate all that 
are needed. The Sweet Peas are planted 
in clumps from pots, four or five seeds in 
each, at 4 feet apart. This may seem an 
extravagant amount of space, but the 
ground is sown to early Carrots, Radishes, 
Turnips, and Lettuces some time before 
the Peas go out, and generally another 
successional crop is taken from the same 
ground. It is much more satisfactory for 
gathering in separate colours to have them 
in isolated groups than in continuous lines, 
and if garden effect has any value certainly 
the group system is the better. W. S. 

Wilts. 

yams and revues. 

Salt and soot lor vegetable crops. -Will 
you be good enough to give me your experi¬ 
ence of UHing salt and soot mixed for Polsi¬ 
loes and other vegetables, and proportions to 
use. We wish to use this mixture in our allot¬ 
ments. which are Grace land.—A. W. L. 

[A mixture consisting of three parts soot 
nml one part salt would prove beneficial 
where Grass land has been and is about 
to be dug up, as it will help to rid the soil 
of wireworms and other insects as well as 
acting as a stimulant. The mixture should 
be applied in sufficient quantity to well 
darken the soil both of the top and under 
spits while digging is being proceeded 
with." Where digging has already been 
brought to a conclusion strew the mixture 
on the surface and fork it in. Applied 
now in the manner indicated, there is 
practically nothing in the shape of vege¬ 
table crops to which such a dressing would 
be detrimental; in fact, quite the opposite 
would be the ease, but on poor or hungry 
soils this alone, i.e., from a manurial poiut 
of view, will not suffice to enrich the soil 
for the cultivation of Potatoes, for in¬ 
stance, or anything else which requires the 
staple to be in what is termed by practical 
gardeners “good heart.’’] 

Seed Potatoes sprouted v. unsprouted. —My 
seed Potatoes are very leisurely in sprouting. 
They were boxed late in January and kept 
Light and cool, but free from frost. Is it pre¬ 
ferable to plant as oooaeion offers, either un¬ 
sprouted or with the sprouts just showing, or 
to wait till the sprouts are well advanced— 
say i inch to J inch in length? As an 
early crop is most desirable this year, which 
method is likely to give the quicker return? I 
quite understand that if planted unsprouted 
the advantage of removing the surplus sprouts 
is lost. As noted in your issue of March 10th, 
I, too, suffer from a large proportion of very 
small seed tubers. I take it that the smaller 
the seed the more desirable to limit the 
number of sprouts. Ie this correct? Is it de¬ 
sirable to plant very small seed tubers more 
closely in the rows than those of ordinary 
sixe?—A. L. 

[It would certainly be to your advantage 
to Wiiit until the Potato sets in question 
have sprouted before planting them. The 
gain in point of time in regard to the em¬ 
ployment of sprouted over unsprouted 
tubers is about a fortnight. You will, 


therefore, realise, If a quick return is 
wished, how important it is that the sets 
should be in a forward condition before 
planting them. Placing the tubers in a 
slightly warmer and light place, and 
syringing them two or three times a day 
tend to accelerate the sprouting, but do 
not carry this so far as to cause the shoots 
to become drawn. With resirect to very- 
small tubers two shoots are sufficient to 
leave on each, and, seeing that the yield 
from such rets is not to be com pa red witli 
that obtained from planting tubers weigh¬ 
ing about 2 oz. or more each, they should, 
as a result, tie planted from 9 Inches to 
10 inches apart iu the rows.] 

Fashions In Potatoes. — There are 
“ fashions ” in vegetables and in flowers 
just as in other things, and if one is to 
judge by present appearances Arran Chief 
is likely to prove the rage during the pre¬ 
sent season. Those interested in the mat¬ 
ter will remember the vogue of that much- 
boomed Potato, Northern Star, and which 
proved such a disappointment to many. 
Up-to-Date, British Queen, and others 
might also be mentioned as having a 
longer or shorter period of popularity, and 
which in certain districts have been, more 
or less, failures. The fact of the matter 

is, that the Potato, almost more than any 
other plant, is susceptible to conditions of 
soil and of climate, and for this reason 
growers ought always, in the case of new 
and much-boomed kinds, to plant them, for 
a season at least, with caution. A case 
in point occurs to me. On a farm I saw, 
a uumlier of years ago, a phenomenal 
crop of Langworthy, a variety which, at 
that time, I did not know. Struck by tile 
heavy yield, I determined to plant it ex¬ 
tensively during the following season. 
This I did, with the result that the return 
was barely more than twice the weight of 
the seed. Since that time, in the case of 
varieties with which I am unacquainted. 
I plant experimentally for two seasons, 
until I can judge whether they are suited 
or not to the particular soil in which they 
have, necessarily, to be grown in the gar¬ 
den.—Kins. 

Wood ashes and soot for Tomatoes. -In 

recent years badly-coloured Tomatoes have 
been rather plentiful iu fruiterers’ win¬ 
dows, and also in private gardens. In 
recent years I have had far too many 
fruits greenish-yellow near the foot-stalk, 
as well os many others with green patches 
on their skin, but not diseased so far as 
I could ascertain. I resolved to use wood 
ashes and soot in the soil, and have not 
had many faulty fruits since. The wood 
ashes are mixed with the compost for the 
plants In their early stages of growth at 
the rate of a fi-inch potful to a peck of 
soil. When planted in their fruiting 
quarters three times the above quantity of 
ashes is used. A 3J-inch potful of soot is 
mixed with each peck of eoui]>ost at first, 
and then the plants are giver* clear soot- 
water till the first truss of flowers opens; 
afterwards soot is not applied. The roots 
will cling to even fresh soot, ns 1 have 
proved. In cases where quite fresh soil 
cannot be used the wood ashes and soot 
will prove very beneficial.— Bouune Vai.k. 

Celery—sowing. — I am convinced more 
plants of this vegetable are ruined from hav¬ 
ing too much warmiLh in their early stages 
than from any other oatise. Where Celery is 
needed from December onwards sow the seed 
early in April in a box, place some glass over 

it, and stand it in a warm, sunny position, 
keeping the soil moist till the seedlings 
appear. When the plants are strong enough 
they may be pricked out into good soil on a 
hard bottom or into the trenches if ready, 
keeping them moist. If grown on a hard 
bottom the plants can be lifted with a ball of 
soil and placed in their permanent positions 
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FRUIT. 


GANSEL'S BERGAMOT, A PEAR OF 
FINE QUALITY. 

Those who do not know this Pear should 
try some grafts of it on a strong-growing 
variety, as by this means its poor growth 
ran tie considerably improved; and, in my 
opinion, sorts like Gansel’a Bergamot are 
well worthy of any trouble to obtain. 
Curiously enough, I came across a note 
the other day in an old copy of the 
Gardeners' Chronicle for 1879, signed 
•' William Culverwell,” in which the 
writer stated that his trees of Marie 
Louise “ grafted on Gansel’s Bergamot 
are great bearers and the fruit grows to a 
great size—the stock in this case having 
a wonderful influence on the quality of’the 
fruit.” That grand old gardener, the late 
Mr. W. Wlldsmith, of Heckfield, who used 
to contribute to The Garden in its earliest 
days, once wrote that in his judgment 
Hansel's Bergamot was one of the six beet 
Pears, the others being Marie Louise, 
Duebesse d’Angoulfime, Josephine de 
Ma lines, Winter Neiis, and Glou Moreenu. 

Kidderminster. A. R. Goodwin. 

This, raised near Colchester in 1708, if 
caught at the moment, Is one of the most 
delicious Pears grown, equalling the well- 
known Seckle, the finest flavoured of all 
our Pears. I remember seeing it at Heck¬ 
field close on forty years ago. Lind lev 
says it is the Bonne Rouge of the French 
growers, and Leroy agrees. In the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s List of Fruits 
grown in the Gardens at Chiswick (1S31) 
tin* two are classed as synonymous. The 
name Bonne Rouge must have been given 
to it after having been introduced Into 
France.—T. 


APPLE RENAMED AND FALSE 
CLASSIFICATION. 

The Apple you figured in tbe Field of late 
as Newton Wonder is well known and 
much cultivated in Northern France as 
La Reinette d’Angleterre. It is prohably 
an old English Apple which had been sent 
to France many years ago. Tbe French 
took to it and gave it the name. The fact 
is clear, beyond all doubt, that it is the 
same Apple. I have submitted it from my 
own growing to the most devoted student 
of Apple-growing in England, and he tells 
me that he quite agrees that it is the same. 
Whatever tbe cause, such things should be 
shut out of our view, because there are 
too many Apples in cultivation. The Apple 
in question is a very handsome and a very 
good one. I bought it in ^France from the 
late F. .Tamm, Bourg : la-Reine, Seine, and 
it has done very well with me. 

There is every reason, nowadays, in view 
of food reform, that we should have a 
fine class of the best Apples for use, and 
the multiplication of novelties Is against 
progress. Many Apples that are not good 
in quality are in cultivation. Those which 
find their own sugar—the right way—are 
few. We do not pay nearly enough atten¬ 
tion to growing our own best Apples, such 
as the Ribston and the Blenheim. Novel 
ties not nearly so good as the old ones are 
often brought out. If we had a really 
live Horticultural Society such a question 
would be considered, and in that cane it 
wotild do what is done in France—revise 
every three years the ‘list of standard 
fruits, excluding all inferior kinds and 
those of no distinct value. The British 
love of hairsplitting is carried out to the 
injury of the greatest fruit of the north, 
the division of Apples into dessert and 
cooking being absurd. The best eating 
Apples are the best to'cook, as I have 
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proved for many years in cooking every 
good kind—Ribston, Blenheim, D’Arcy, 
and Cox’s. The only reasonable division 
of Apples is into the good and bad, the 
latter the larger division and far too 
numerous. A sour Apple is made eatable 
by the addition of manufactured sugar, 
and made worse. The thing to strive for 
is the Apple that finds its own sugar, as 
the Blenheim, Ribston, and Newtown, per¬ 
fect when cooked without any of the 
enemy factory sugar. W. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Winter spraying of fruit-trees.— Mr. 

Engleheart makes a number of statements 
anent winter spraying of fruit-trees which 
I cannot allow to pass unchallenged. To 
say that “ no spraying fluid will kill 
moths’ eggs which is not strong enough to 
injure the tree ” is, to begin with, simply 
a flagrant untruth. So, too, is the state¬ 
ment that Lichen and Moss are shed by 
the action of sap flow and sunshine. As 
regards the utility of spraying, I could, 
had I time, simply overwhelm your corre¬ 
spondent with evidence in its favour. 
Before writing the article he refers to I 
spent many hours reading the experiences 
gained by expert pomologisfcs In this 
country, in the United States of America, 
and in Tasmania, to confirm or set at 
naught my own observation. No scien¬ 
tific orchardist would ever dream of giving 
up tree spraying, unless, of course, some 
other more effective or simpler method is 
discovered of ridding our fruit-trees of the 
numerous pests which work endless havoc 
in neglected orchards and gardens.—J. L. 
Gibson in The Garden. 

Under-cropping in orchards. — Much 
more might be done to economise in land 
by under-cropping orchards with veget¬ 
ables. I have in mind several sparsely 
planted orchards which have been laid 
down to Grass, presumably to save labour. 
It would have been better for the trees if 
the ground had been planted with veget¬ 
ables. Luxuriant Grass in an orchard 
where the trees are all standards may be 
comparatively harmless, and the Grass 
valuable for feeding or for hay; but 
where the trees are a mixture of standards 
and bushes, under-cultivation is a more 
economical method of producing a double 
crop. The manuring of the vegetable crop 
tends to produce a freedom of growth in 
the fruit-trees.—E. Molyneux, Stcanmore 
Farm, Bishop 9 8 Waltham, in Gardeners* 
Chronicle. 

Secateurs v. knife.—A recent reference by 
“ A. W.” to these tools reminds me that? when 
secateurs were less known—say, about thirty 
years ago—-there was a prejudice against their 
use. Secateurs then were uo-t the excellent 
two-edged implements of the present day, but 
generally consisted of a cutting plate working 
on a thick bottom plate. The latter led to 
the bruising of bark and tissue, and in many 
gardens secateurs were taboo. Now, however, 
with the vastly improved makes, this danger 
has been removed, and for ordinary pruning 
such secateurs may be used with confidence. 
I would not, however, use them on Vines, 
Peaches, or Plums; but, with these exceptions, 
all my pruning is done with them.—A Scottish 
Gabdenbc. 

Apple Seaton House.—This is not so much 
known as it should be, especially for email 
gardens. Where only a few trees can be grown 
this should be one of them. It comes into use 
at the end of August, and will last till the 
close of March. I used the last of the fruit in 
a pudding at the end of that month, and they 
had lost none of their flavour, having been 
stored in a cold 6hed in boxes. A neighbour 
has a vigorous tree, about 14 feet high, which 
lost year bore over two bushels of fruit. It 
crops so freely that much thinning has to be 
done every year. Its only fault is that it is 
thin-skinned, and if given rough treatment in 
gathering the fruits are liable to bruise.— 
Dorset. 


THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom March 27th. —Saxifraga apiculata, S. 
Boydi alba, S. Burseriana Gloria, S. B. major, 
S. Faldonside, S. Gricsbachi, Iris histrioides 
major, I. stylosa, Cyclamen Coum, Snowdrops 
(in variety), Chionodoxa (in variety). Repo- 
ticas, Crocus (in variety). Winter Aconite, 
Primula dcnticulata. Erica carnea (in variety), 
E. mediterranea liybrida, E. lusitanica. Daphne 
Mezereum. 

The week’s work. —The necessary pruning of 
evergreen shrubs was attended to during the 
past week. The best system of pruning ever¬ 
greens is to cut out every year a few of the 
old and exhausted branches, this affording 
space for young growths to take their place. 
Common Laurels will stand any amount of 
outting back. Any that have grown too large 
or become leggy may be sawn off to within 
1 foot of the ground. These will look Imre for 
a few weeks, but they will start growing from 
the old wood and form compact bushes in one 
season. This treatment* may also be applied 
to Rhododendron ponticum without injuring 
it in the least. Portugal Laurels will not 
stand such severe treatment, but these are 
easily kept within bounds by cutting back the 
strong shoots each year. In pruning speci¬ 
men Hollies, care and judgment are required. 
All strong shoots should be cut back with a 
knife, as their character is lost altogether if 
closely clipped. Owing to the severe weather 
recently experienced the planting out of 
border Carnations has in many cases been de¬ 
layed. but dt is now advisable to get the work 
done as soon as possible. The ground should 
have been prepared for their reception by 
deep digging and moderate manuring, as the 
Carnation demands good cultivation if the beet 
results are to follow. Tread the soil firmly 
and evenly, give a liberal sprinkling of soot, 
and plant out as soon as possible. Strong¬ 
growing varieties may be planted 1 foot apart 
each way. but those of moderate growth may 
be planted somewhat closer. Press the soil 
firmly around the roots, as a moderately firm 
rooting medium induces strong, healthy 
growth, and. consequently, fine blooms. Keep 
the soil around the plants frequently stirred 
with the hoe, and during dry weather give 
attention to watering. Syringing overhead 
during the evening following a hot, dry day 
is most beneficial to the plants. Take the 
earliest opportunity when conditions are 
favourable to plant out Sweet Peas raised in 
pots or boxes. Disentangle the roots and bury 
them deeply in the ground, using a trowel for 
planting, and surrounding them with fine soil 
and leaf-mould. By pressing the thumb and 
finger into the rootdjall when this is some¬ 
what dry and shaking it, all the old soil may 
be removed without breaking a root. It will 
be found that the plants are slow in starting, 
but they make up for this later, and are less 
likely to succumb to drought than when they 
are set in clumps of four or more, just as they 
grew in the pot. The plants should not be 
closer than 8 inches apart. It is well to put 
the stakes, or whatever support is used, in 
position at the time of planting. The varie¬ 
ties of 

Hellebouus nigbr having passed out of flower, 
the frames and handlights have been removed, 
the surface of the ground lightly forked over, 
and a good mulch of decayed manure applied. 
These plants grow and flower beet when left 
undisturbed, but if the plants are in an un¬ 
satisfactory condition, it will be best to lift 
the clumps, carefully divide them, and replant. 
If possible, a fresh site should be given. In 
any case, before planting, the ground should 
be deeply dug and well dressed. Plant 
moderately firm and mulch with some non- 
inanurial material. The old stools of Cannae 
have been taken from their resting quarters, 
cleared of dead foliage, placed in boxes, 
covered with loam and leaf-mould, and started 
in gentle heat. When growth develops, the 
plants are potted in a rich compost. If de¬ 
sired to increase the stock by division, this is 
best done after growth has started or when 
potting the plants. Salvia patens is one of the 
easiest plants to propagate, and of all the 
half-hardy species it is the most brilliant. 
Tubers placed in heat a few weeks ago have 
produced a number of growths editable for 
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cuttings. Dibble six out/tings round the edge 
of a 3-inch pot filled with a light, sandy com¬ 
post, give a good watering, and place in a 
propagating-ease or hotbed. They will root in 
about ten days, and should then be potted up 
singly and returned to the propagating-frame 
for a few days. Afterwards gradually harden 
off. Pinch the tips to encourage a bushy habit, 
and plant out during May. F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall Gordons, OurulJp, Xorlhants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Globe Artichokes.—The protecting material 
may now be cleared away from around the 
hLooIs, after which give the ground between 
them a good dressing of well rotted manure 
and dig it in. If any vacancies have been 
caused by the recent severe weather, and if 
no ©uckers were taken off and potted last 
autumn to provide against such a contingency 
arising, suckers to the required number should 
l>e detached from some of the strongest of the 
old stool© now and planted at once after rid¬ 
ding the soil of the remains of the old stools. 

Green crops and the weather.—I<t can now 
lie ascertained with cei-tainty how the 
various green crops have fared from frost, 
effects. Hardly any Broccoli are left in many 
cases, and in others the hardier Kales have 
fared equally as bad. lit is not wise, of course, 
to destroy anything in the shape of green 
vegetables which have survived the ordeal, 
hut, as space is this season doubly va.lliable, 
tlie dead plants should be pulled up and the 
vacant ground manured if need be and dug 
ready for something else to be sown or 
planted. 

Rhubarb planting.—The present or when 
the crowns are about to start-into growth is 
the best time to plant Rhubarb, either to form 
new plantations in gardens of considerable ex¬ 
tent or a short single row in those of more 
modest pretensions. The crowns may he either 
such as are usually sold for the purpose or 
pieces of roots furnished with one or more 
crowns may be detached from existing planta¬ 
tions. The crowns, if space can be spared, 
should be planted not less than 3 feet apart— 
4 feet is better—and the rows 6tand from 4 feet 
to 5 feet asunder, the latter distance being 
none too much if the crowns are to be forced 
where grown. 

Vegetable Marrows.—If a pit is at liberty, 
an early supply may be hath ©electing one of 
the small-fruited varieties for the purpose, 
such as Table Dainty or Pen-y-byd. No great 
amount of warmth is required, neither are 
many plants needed, even if the pit should be 
some 18 feet or 20 feet in length. The plants 
are best raised in heat, sowing the seeds eingly 
in small pot©. Excellent results are also to be 
had from frame culture, relying on a hot lied 
to furnish the requisite amount of warmth. 
For general planting outdoors the end of 
March or early in April is soon enough to sow 
the seed, as young plants in full vigour are to 
be preferred to those 6ome two or three weeks 
older, which are perhaps overgrown or have 
got into a starved oondiition. 

Orchard-house.—The trees should be kept in 
ns backward a condition as possible by afford¬ 
ing ample ventilation during the day and at 
night also when both the thermometer and 
barometer give indication that such a course 
may without risk be pursued. During uncer¬ 
tain weather the ventilators are beet closed at 
night. Before the trees come into bloom 
vaporise the house two evenings in succession. 
See that the roots do not suffer from want of 
water, although anything approaching a 
saturated condition is for the nonce to be 
guarded against. 

Apricot-trees. These must be closely 
watched, and directly the flower-buds swell 
sufficiently to show the colour of the petals 
afford protection of some description. Preli¬ 
minary measures in the way of putting up 
coping-boards and providing stake© or poles to 
keep the protecting material from the trees in 
regard to Peaches, Plums, (.’berries, and Pears 
should now tie taken, it being more important 
than ever this season to secure, if possible, 
good crops of fruit. 

Stove. Allamandas and Steplianotis should 
now be looked to. Plants of the former which 
were cut back few weeks flgo and are 
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now breaking require a partial shaking out 
and to be rei>otted. Plants in borders con¬ 
fined by brick walls require a partial renewal 
of soil, to make way for which as much of the 
o-ld should first lie pricked off a© can con¬ 
veniently be done. Bougainvilleas ehould be 
treated in the same way, and Comb return pur- 
pureum also. In regard to the former, a cer¬ 
tain amount of disbudding is required, retain¬ 
ing sufficient growths as will eventually clothe 
trellis ami no more. Stephanotis should first 
be thoroughly cleaned, after which any thin¬ 
ning out or shortening of growths may lie 
effected. This done, repotting or top-dressing, 
as the case may be, may lie taken in hand. 
Gardenias should be kept well syringed, and 
again cleaned if needed before the flower-buds 
become too far advanced. Cuttings of young 
growths, if put in now and roofed in strong 
heat, will eventually become nice busily speci¬ 
mens for flowering a year hence. Cutting© of 
Euphorbia jacquiniseflora should be taken and 
struck now, and the same with regard to 
Pentas carnea, Abutilons, Hibiscus. Vincas, 
and Aoalypha Randeri. Cuttings of Coronilla 
glauoa, if inserted and rooted now, will 
become useful little buehe© for flowering 
another winter. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Wall trees should receive every attention in 
the way of protecting the opening blossoms 
again©! frost, a© neglect at this period may 
destroy the chance© of the crop. Examine all 
recently planted trees, and tread the soil 
firmly around any that may have become 
loosened by the recent gales. See that the 
stakes and ties are not. likely to cause injury 
to the trees. Carefully and lightly fork over 
the surface in the fruit plantations, also the 
alleys under fruit walls. No crop© should be 
planted within a distance of 3 feet or 4 feet 
from the wall©. 

Young Currant and Gooseberry bushes 

still in the cutting bed should, if well rooted, 
now be removed to fill up vacancies or be 
planted out in nursery rows at 18 inches apart. 
Before planting them remove any roots which 
proceed from the stem©, preserving only those 
at the bottom, which should be cut back to 
within about 2 inches of the point from which 
they ©tart. This shortening will result in the 
growth of numerous fibrous roots. Black Cur¬ 
rant bushes should lie examined for the mite. 
If there are swollen bucl© remove the shoot6 
affected, and at once burn them. One of the 
best means of prevention I believe to be strong 
growth, and to this end weakly bushes should 
be cut hard back and top-dressed with rich 
decayed manure, wood ashes, and fresh loamy 
soil in about equal parts. In forming new 
plantations the rows should be at wide 
distances apart, thus leaving space for some 
other crop to be grown between, this helping 
to check the spreading of the mite from row 
to row. Ground between 

Currants, Raspberries, and Gooseberry 
bushes should never be dug, only top-dreesed. 
If nothing better can be procured, short 
stable manure will answer well. It should be 
packed in deeply about the necks of the 
bushes, and extend 2 feet or 3 feet outwards, 
so as to cover all the roots, and should remain 
on during summer. Such top-dressings help to 
bury caterpillars and other vermin, and the 
manorial properties of the dressings are 
washed down to the roots. Raspberries are 
particularly benefited by rich surfacing©, which 
increase both the length and thickness of the 
cane© and weight of the crop. 

Liliums in pots plunged in beds of leaf-soil 
require to be examined weekly, removing those 
which have made growth of 1 inch or 2 inches, 
and placing them in a cold-frame. When 
well rooted, batches are introduced to gentle 
heat as required. When they have made from 
4 inche© to 6 inches of growth a rich top-dress¬ 
ing consisting of good fibrous loam, manure 
from a spent. Mushroom bed, and a little silver 
sand is given. By placing a small batch in 
gentle heat at intervale of a fortnight and 
allowing the latest to remain in the open, a 
constant supply is maintained and the flower¬ 
ing season prolonged until autumn. The main 
crop of 

Carrots should be sown as soon a© the 
ground is in a suitable condition. The land 


for this crop was well prepared in the autumn 
by deep trenching, placing in the bottom of 
the trenches (at least 18 inches down) some 
well decayed manure. A general manuring 
as for a surface-rooting crop i© not to be 
thought of, this causing the roots to fork. 
Before sowing, the soil is given a good dressing 
of soot and wood ashes. Sow in drills about 
1 inch deep, mixing the seed with fine earth, 
the distance between the rows to be 9 inches 
to 12 inches, according to the sort. Cover the 
seed with a sprinkling of fine earth. 

Planting out.—All crop© that have been 
.wintered in cold-frame© for planting out, after 
having been sufficiently hardened, should be 
put into their permanent quarter© at. the 
earliest possible moment. Every care should 
be taken to keep up a regular supply of the 
more important vegetable© by making fre¬ 
quent-small sowings of suitable varieties. 

Onions raised in heat that have been pricked 
off ‘into boxes will now be placed in cold- 
frame© to be thoroughly hardened, and the 
earlier these can be planted out. during April, 
provided the condition© are favourable, the 
better. If the plants are well hardened off. 
the weather after this date is not likely to 
injure them. The ground having been pro¬ 
perly prepared during winter, cliooee a dry 
day, and prick over the 6urface-©oil, giving a 
good dressing of soot and wood ashes. Alter 
two or three day© rake down finely, mark out 
the beds, and plant in row6 15 inche© apart, 
allowing a distance of 10 inches from plant to 
plant. When planting, retain a© much soil on 
the root© as- possible, and take oare not to 
plant too deeply. 

Peas will be planted out from boxes and 
pot© as they become ready, after being 
thoroughly hardened. I prefer to plant out 
when the seedling© are about 4 inches high, 
taking advantage of the first favourable 
opportunity for so doing. Should it be diffi¬ 
cult to get the ground into a finely-broken 
state, wide, deep drill© are opened with a 
©pad© and refilled with fine soil from the frame 
ground. The Pea© planted in this soon take 
to their fresh quarter©. As these transplanted 
varieties do not grow very vigorously they 
are planted rather thickly. In all case© the 
©oil ehould be packed rather firmly about the 
roots and a slight ridge of ©oil drawn up to 
the plant©. The stake© are placed in position 
at once, and the plant© further protected with 
branches of Spruce or other Fire, these also 
serving to lead the haulm of the taller varie¬ 
ties up into the ©take©. Transplanted Pea© 
are usually ten day© or a fortnight earlier 
than those sown in the open, this being the 
only gain. A ©owing ie now made about every 
ten days, selecting the large-podded and best- 
flavoured varieties. Ae ebon a© the ground is 
dry enough to hear walking upon the planting 
of 

Maincrop and late Potatoes should no 
longer be delayed. Allow sufficient space for 
the haulm to develop without undue crowding, 
and as the strength of the haulm varies in the 
different varieties, this ehould be considered. 
Small-growing varieties may be planted at 
24 inche© by 12 inches, stronger growers at 
correspondingly wider intervals, the strongest 
being not less than 30 inches by 24 inches 
apart. If a quantity of wood ashes be scat¬ 
tered over the Potatoes when planting, the 
crop will be increased in quantity and the 
chances of disease reduced. Use artificial 
manure© with great caution, as I believe that 
Potato disease is often caused by a too free 
use of artificial manures. The earliest sow¬ 
ings of 

Celery have been pricked off into boxes anil 
are given a genial temperature. Later sowings 
will be pricked off when quite small into cold- 
frames or on sheltered borders where they can 
be protected from cold, drying winds and 
frosts. The surface is dressed with a light, 
sandy compost to give the young seedlings a 
etart. F. W. Gallop. 


SCOTLAND 

Begonias.—During the week Begonias for 
the flower garden were laid out on a bed of 
Cocoa-fibre to start the tuber© into growth. A 
suitable place was found for them in a green¬ 
house. at the foot of a wall, occupied by a 
large specimen of Heliotrope which was re- 
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oently cat back. H©r«, suite* l by tha liaat, t.h© 
inhere will soon make poo<l growth, and will 
be removed, when the weather permito, to 
frames out of doors. All Begonia tubers, 
whether intended for indoor or outdoor cul¬ 
ture, should now be started. If Cocoa-fibre is 
not available good results are obtained by 
using leal-mould 

Flower seeds. Seeds of the usual run of ! 
half-hardy annuals may now be sown in full 
quantities. These may include such things as 
single Petunias. Marigolds, especially that neat 
and useful variety Legion of Honour, Stocks. 
Zinnias. Antirrhinums, and suchlike things. A 
little heat is advisable in the early stages to 
give uhe seedlings a start, afterwards no 
coddling should he given, or weak plants will 
result. 

Hardy Annuals.—As hardy annuals require 
n long season of growth to be satisfactory the 
seeds ought to l>e sown as soon as soil is work- , 
able. To ensure good results early sowing and 
early and rigorous thinning are advisable. 
Slugs may be kept at bay after germination 
takes place by regular dustings of soot. 

Vineries.—Muscats require a long season, 
and considerable heat to give satisfactory re¬ 
sults. so that if the house has been, mean¬ 
time. kept rather cool, owing to the scarcity : 
and the price of fuel, the increasing ennheat 
might to be taken advantage of by closing 
early. Even should the thermometer rise 
rather sharply for a time no harm will follow, 
just at present, if the borders and patli6 are, 
well damped over after the house is shut up. 

A close eye- should lie kept on the sun during 
ihe present: month when the ventilators are 
open, for, although the sun is hot, yet, when 
it is obscur-ed by clouds, the temperature falls 
very rapidly. Careless ventilation is a prolific 
cause of mildew' on Vines, and helps—if, in¬ 
deed. it is not partly responsible for—out¬ 
breaks of rust later on. After closing time on 
sunny days the banked-up fire may he gently 
started, so that the declining sun-heat may be 
supplemented by that from the pipes before 
the temperature falls. 

Peach-houses.—As soon as the young fruits 
have set le«t the syringe or garden engine be 
put to work again without delay. The 
thinning of the young fruits may begin at 
once, spreading the operation over some time 
in order to avoid anything in the nature of a 
check. The borders, kept rather dry during 
the time of setting, ought now to receive a 
thorough soaking with tepid water, and, if it 
can be spared, a light dressing of fertiliser 
should be applied before watering. 

Fruit-trees in cool-houses.—Buds are now 
on the point of expanding, even where no arti¬ 
ficial heat has this season been allowed. 
Whether planted out, in tubs, or in pots, no 
further moisture than is absolutely necessary 
should be given until the fruits are set. Keep 
the atmosphere dry and buoyant by venti¬ 
lating freely, and assist the blooms to set by 
dispersing the pollen at mid-day by means of 
the rabbit’s tail or by using a camel-hair 
brush. 

Plant-houses.—With the increasing sun heat 
more watering ami earlier ventilation are 
necessary. Let the watering be done early in 
the morning in order to obtain as much time 
as possible for the important work which is 
waiting out-of-doors. It may be expected that 
in the majority of cases as little attention as 
possible will during the present season be 
given to plant-houses. 

Asparagus beds have been cleaned down, 
squared off. and, af'.er a dressing of artificial 
manure was applied, lightly forked over. I 
have much faith in a mixture of sulphate of 
ammonia, superphosphate of lime, and dis¬ 
solved bones as a dressing for Asparagus be<ls 
in spring, the proportions being two parts each 
of superphosphate and bones and one of sul¬ 
phate. 

Potato planting.—Considerable progress is 
being made with the planting of the earliest 
varieties. The seed tubers, well sprouted, are 
put out in a warm, well-exposed and sunny 
border, where they can be readily protected 
in the event, of untoward frosts after the 
shoots push through tire soil. In planting 
these sprouted tubers, I think the best way is 
to dibble them in, as there is less risk of the 
brittle shoot a being broken than when notch¬ 
ing them into lines is/'pftioUeed. Thelvarle- 
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tiee dealt with, meantime, are May Queen anil 
Midlothian Early, three being followed after 
an interval of a fortnight by Beauty of 
Hebron and Early Puritan. The distance 
allowed to all tlieee varieties during tlie pre¬ 
sent, season will he 2 feet between the lines 
with sets at intervale of 9 inrhee. If Potatoes 
in trots or in Iroxee have not been top-dressed, 
this should be seen to. A little approved 
manure—for example, Olay's fertiliser—may 
with advantage ite mixed with the top-dress, 
ing. Do not at. any time over-water. 

Onions.—The autumn Onions have been 
transplanted at a slightly later date than 
usual owing to the prevalence of frosts which 
made the soil unworkable. Previous to plant¬ 
ing the whole of the quarter intended for the 
Onion crop was liberally dressed with soot, 
which was lightly hoed in. After levelling, 
planting was proceed,si with, the lines being 
14 inches apart, while the plants were put out 
8 inches apart. Every alternate plant will be 
pulled when of a useable size, this giving those 
left more room in which to develop. The 
main crop of seed was a.t the same time sown. 
In light soils treading or beating, in order to 
make the soil moderately firm, may be needful, 
but as the staple here is stiff, this is un¬ 
necessary. 

Mainerop Leeks. Musselburgh and Henry's 
Prize-winner were sown for transplanting at 
the same time. 

Other sowings included Broad Beans. Par¬ 
snips, Parsley, Peas, and snccessiona.1 sowings 
of all the Brassica family. A sowing of 
Spinach was also made, also a further sowing 
of Lettuces under glass to succeed those now 
fit. or almost so, to go out, either under hand- 
lights or in cold-frames. Seakale and Rhu¬ 
barb will now come away quickly if covered. 

IV. McGdffog. 

Balmar Gardena, Kirkcudbright. 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

March 27th, 1917. 

The most attractive and varied exhibition 
of tlie year was held on the above date, 
the greater interest being centred on hardy 
flowers and alpines, the latter espeeially 
good, particularly the glorious specimen 
pans from the Society’s gardens at Wisley 
and tlie fresh-looking and choice assort¬ 
ment from Oxford. Those from Wisley 
recalled tlie magnificent specimens shown 
by Sir Everard Hombro, K.C.V.O., during 
recent successive years at Vincent Square, 
exhibits which, while demonstrating good 
001101 x 1 , have done much to extend the 
popularity of a 1 [fine plant cultivation. In 
other directions' Tulips in bowls of fibre 
constituted an object-lesson of great worth. 
Carnations, too, were extensively shown, 
and generally of excellent quality, while 
a couple of collections of Narcissi had 
attractions for a large number. Orchids 
were also extensively shown, among them 
being several high-class novelties. 

HARDY PLANTS AND ALPINES. 

These latter were in great force and very 
interesting. On this occasion the chief 
interest centred round a choice collection 
sent from tlie Society’s gardens at Wisley, 
and only rarely have tlie plants lieen seen 
in finer condition. Not a few were in 
specimen form, established examples in 
pans 10 inches or 12 inches in diameter, 
demonstrating their fullest value. The 
most beautiful were a couple of specimens 
of the Wisley variety of Snxifraga Gries- 
baelii, a form vastly superior to that first 
known fourteen or so years ago. Eaeli 
l»m contained al»ut two dozen specimens, 
each a fine contrast of silvery rosettes ami 
crimsoned inflorescences. A specimen of 
S. Bnrseriana Gloria, which gaineda First- 
class Certificate, must have had something 
like .”,00 of its nearly-florin-large, pure- 
white blossoms, whose only drawback was 
that, liy densely sheeting the tuft, the 
sharp contrast, of silvery-grey rosettes 
and satiny-white flowers was lost to view. 
At the same time, ns an example of free- 
flowering it was remarkable. Equally fine 


specimens were on view of S. oppositifolia 
and its variety splendens, while the dainty 
hybrid S. Irvingi (virtually a pink-flowered 
Bnrseriana) attracted many. S. B. minor 
was a picture of brilliant scarlet stems and 
calevees and snow-white flowers. There 
were many liesides. Another delightful 
lot was that from Messrs. It. Tucker and 
Son. and here freshness went hand-in- 
hand with variety and considerable beauty. 
The lieuutiful S. Irvingi. a brilliant lot of 
S. Oriosbaehi, the purity of S. Obrlsti and 
S. mnrglnala, and the varying yeliow 
shades of S. lioydi and S. Paulina* added 
I heir el norm lo an interesting whole. 
Arranged in colonies, a decided effect was 
secured. Mr. O. Ron I he showed [tans of 
such things as Iris reticulata. Cyclamen 
Coiim, Hepatlons of sorts, II. triloba 
li la cina gmudiflora being noticeable, 
together with a superb specimen of Shortia 
galacifolia teeming of prominent buds. 
Hardy Heaths were also on view, with a 
considerable assortment of Saxifrages and 
flu 1 recently introduced pure-white hardy 
Chinese Rhododendron, It. moupinense. 
Fronting a variety of forced shrubs, 
Lilacs, Primus, and others, Messrs. Wil¬ 
liam Outbush and Son had some well- 
flowered tufts of Saxifraga Bunseriana 
major (still one of tlie best), also Hepa¬ 
tic;! s\ Iris reticulata, together with Daphne 
Dauphini and D. japoniea. Messrs. .1. 
Ciieai and Sons had a nice lot o'f the ever- 
weIconic Daphne Mezereum (the examples 
especially well flowered), together with 
Primulas in variety. Adjoining, Mr. G. W. 
Miller contributed alpines in boxes in con¬ 
siderable variety, the Misses Ilopkins also 
exhibiting in this form. In a small col¬ 
lection from Mr. Clarence Elliott tlie 
lovely yellow Saxifraga Boydi, S. B. alba, 
S. npiculata a Ilia, S. opposltlfolia alba, 
and Corydalis Alleni (a rose-coloured 
wlilte-spurred form) were noted, Messrs. 
Barr and Sons contributing the choicer 
Saxifrages—S. Irvingi, S. Mrs. Leng 
(yellow), S. Bunseriana Gloria—and Nar¬ 
cissus cyclamineus among others. 

TULIPS IN FIBRE. 

The collection of Tulips growing in 
bowls in fibre as presented by Messrs. 
R. II. Bath, Limited, was one of the chief 
attractions of a good meeting, I with its 
extent and variety clearly demonstrating 
their amenability to this mode of cultiva¬ 
tion. Gently and intelligently forced, 
nothing of vigour was lost, while their 
outstanding characteristics of boldness and 
handsome flowers were retained. The 
finest of them all. perhaps, was the mauve- 
eolourcd William Ooiieland, an indispens¬ 
able of the race now greatly in demand 
for early forcing. Next to It, the cerise- 
scarlet Pride of Haarlem was a big attrac¬ 
tion. while tlie heliotrope-coloured Rev. 
II. Ewbnnk and Sierrad Vail Flora (rose) 
were also distinct and good. 

NARCISSI. 

These were in quantity for the first time 
this year, Messrs. Barr and Sons contri¬ 
buting groups of plants in pots, one of 
which, Bonaparte, gained an Award of 
Merit for its adaptability to this method 
of cultivation. Unclassified in tlie Royal 
Horticultural Society's.list of DaffodlLs*, it 
is, presumably, a large ineomparabilis, of 
sturdy growth, medium height, and very 
free-flowering. N. Alice Knights (white 
Ajax kind) is -also a beautiful Daffodil for 
pots. Messrs. J. R. Pearson and Sons con¬ 
tributed n very fine assortment in the cut 
state, showing very finely Florence Pear¬ 
son (a superb white trumpet). Others of 
the same set included Vega, Mrs. R. 
Sydenham, and Mrs. B. Farmer (all liigli- 
elass flowers). Heroine (an incomiiwra- 
bilis with snow-white perianth and deli¬ 
cately-ti nted cup) stood out from fit, while 
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such as King Alfred and the indispensable 
Mine, de Graaff, with the Queen of Spain, 
were otiiers of note. In a rich and varied 
assortment from Messrs. It. H. Rath, 
Limited, Flame and Brilliancy (both 
yellow incomjwirabilis forms with ricliiy- 
mnrgiued crowns) were notable. They are 
remarkable for stature, size, and their 
gold and scarlet colouring. Two others 
that appealed to us were Silver Dawn and 
March White, the latter a magnificent 
white trumpet possessed of the stature and 
vigour of King Alfred, which in white 
trumpet Daffodils is a great gain. 

HOSES. 

The only exhibit of these came from Mr. 
Elisha J. Hicks, who contributed a well- 
flowered group of the brilliant single crim¬ 
son Princess Mary in jots. In addition to 
this, two sjiecies of merit, Rosa Hugonis 
(soft yellow) and It. Willmottie (rose), 
were on view, each bearing testimony to 
their adaptability to gentle forcing. Out¬ 
doors, that first named is one of the 
earliest to flower, and when established 
forms a lovely bush. A big va.se of Mine. 
Edouard Herriot wa.s also noted. 

CARNATIONS. 

Three dozen or so of amply-filled vases 
of these popular flowers constituted a jxir- 
ticiilarl.v tine exhibit from Messrs. All¬ 
wood Brothers, the flowers displayed with 
excellent taste. Standard sorts wore in 
ldenty, though one or two novelties wore 
very striking. Of these, the new pink 
Alice Coombs is very fine, while Brilliant 
(white ground, fancy, heavily edged and 
flaked with crimson) and Rosalind (yellow 
ground, fancy, richly jiencilled red) were 
excellent. Thrill are gains in their re.sjiec- 
tive sections, being large, well marked, and 
of high jietal quality. Aviator (rich 
scarlet) and Enchantress Supreme were 
olliers of note. A smaller collection from 
Mr. .T. 0. .Tenner included several high- 
class varieties and grand quality blooms. 
A central vase of White Enchantress was 
very handsome, while Empire Day (a 
splendid pink rarely seen) was very fine. 
Aviator (seariet) was jnrticularly bril¬ 
liant, equally good bc'ng Satin Rose and 
Salmon King. Triumph (crimson) was ex¬ 
cellent. The finer tilings in an extensive 
exhibit from Messrs. Stuart Low and Co. 
were Red Ensign (a novelty of the year) 
and Eileen (a superb salmon-pink, which 
is also new). Pink Sensation. Aviator, 
and Philadelphia were also remarked. 

OREKNITOUSE PLANTS. 

Excellent, bunches of some two dozen 
varieties of winter-flowering Zonal Pelar¬ 
goniums were arranged by Messrs. II. 
Cannoil and Sons, their bright and varied 
colours quite an nttmot'on. Messrs. II. B. 
May. and Sons. Limited, contributed a 
group of greenhouse Ferns in variety, such 
useful sorts as Pteris Summers!, P. 
ChildsI, Dnvailia Mariesi, D. Lorraini. 
together with a select set of the ldumose 
Nophmlepis and the very distinct Asple- 
nium Mnvi being noted. Small tree Ferns 
(Dieksonias) were also on view. 

ORCHIDS. 

Choice exhibits of these came from the 
leading socialists. Tn that from Messrs. 
Armstrong and Brown there were Severn] 
novelties-, the new Bmsso-Cnttleva Lady 
.Tollicoe (C. Gaskelliana albens x C. Dighy- 
ano Schroderne). which gained an Award 
of Merit, standing out conspicuously. Its J 
greater leaning is to the latter parent, i 
while it appeals by reason of its bold and ) 
handsome proportions, the size and breadth j 
of its wavy jietals. and the snowy purity 
of its flowers. The loldly-formed lip is 
elegantly fringed at the margin, the 
throat yellow. Another novelty [was Odon- 
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tioda Cereus, Orchidhurst variety, in colour 
chestnut-red on a yellow ground, with pro¬ 
nounced yellow-tipped lip. Odontoglossum 
Corona was one of the best of a series of 
hybrids of this grouji. Odontioda St. 
Quentin (Award of Merit), from Messrs. 
Flory and Black, has gold, chestnut- 
blotched flowers and is quite distinct. 
Messrs. J. Cypher and Sous contributed a 
beautiful lot of Dendrobes, the plants full 
of bloom. D. xanthoccntruiu (rich orange 
throat), D. rubens (richly coloured), D. 
Ajiollo album, D. A. grandifloruin, and D. 
nobile nobilius were some of them. In a 
more extensive group from Mes-srs. 
Charles-worth and Co., which also em¬ 
braced a variety of Odontoglossums and 
Odontiodas, two novelties were remarked 
— Sophro - L.-elio - Cattleya Meuse, var. 
General Nivelle (of wine-red colour, with 
crimson lii>) and Cattleya Enid Silver 
Queen fa fine white, whose fringed lip is 
blotched with jiurple, and touched with 
yellow in the throat). Both gained 
Awards of Merit. Miltouia Blueana in 
variety and Brasso-Oattleya Maroni were 
good among others. Messrs. J. and A. 
MacBean .staged several good Cymbidiums, 
as C. Gottiannm (pink), C. -Pauwelsi 
(yellow and crimson), and C. Alexanderi 
(rose), together with Cattleya Brenda, C. 
Sclirodera 1 , and others. . Messrs. Sander 
and Sons had the beautiful Ernsao-Lielio- 
Catlleya Wo ten, var. aillistoglossa, a 
variety of remarkable siz<>, coloured pink. 
Cat tleya Snow Queen and C. Mary Sander 
(both pure white) nnd Brasso-Oattleyn Vil- 
mor'.niana (very pretty in juilost jink) 
were others of note in a nice lot. 

A eomjdete list of the awards to new 
[limits and medals for groups will apjiear 
in our next issue. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Soil lor potting (S. The womt possible 

soil for putting is that which has been passed 
i through a sieve with a J-inch mesh; indeed, 
the rougher portion which does not pass 
through would, in the case of many plants, be 
by far the )>eet to use. The oul.v eases in 
which fine sifted soil is the best, are for sowing 
minute seeds and for many cuttings. For pot¬ 
ting young and delicate subjects into small 
pots it is a great convenience to run the soil 
through a sieve, but, in that case, one with a 
i-inch mesh is preferable. For potting and re¬ 
potting in general, by all means use rich 
librous old turf as your basis, with different 
mixtures according to the requirements of the 
plants. A good compost for most subjects may 
be formed of two-thirds loam to one-third well- 
decayed leaf-mould, or a mixture of manure 
and leaf-mould, with a free sprinkling of sand. 
As loams vary a good deal in consistency, 
some of the heaviest are all the better if 
mixed with an equal amount of leaf-mould. 
Failing this last, peat may be used instead. Of 
course, there are many plants that this mix¬ 
ture will not suit—Azaleas, for instance, which 
need good fibrous peat, broken up by the hand, 
and sufficient silver sand to be readily seen 
when mixed. 

TREES AND SHRUBS. 

Laburnum branches dying (C. IK. Taylor). — 
In all probability your Laburnum is dry at 
the roots and growing in exhausted soil. We 
should advise you to place a mulch of manure 
round the tree to as far as the branches ex¬ 
tend. as is done in the case of fruit-trees, and 
give the plant two or three good soaking*? of 
water so as to wash the goodness of the 
manure down to the roots. Allowing it to bear 
seed also tends to weaken the plant. 

FRUIT. 

Fruit-trees on fence (C.). —If you propose to 
plant Apples or Pears against your 6 feet 
board fence, let them be single cordons, 
planted 16 inches apart, and run slantingly, 
so as to give them fully 8 feet run for the 
stems. If you plant Peaches or Plume, then 
have fan-trained trees 10 feet apart, keeping 


the lower branches well down to furnish the 
bottom of the fan first. Have a fence of stoat 
wood, and do not have green wood that will 
shrink and leave broad openings between the 
boards to allow cold air to pass through. The 
border may for the first three years be 
trenched and prepared, 3 feet wide, then be 
widened a couple of feet each two years until 
it is fully 8 feet wide. That is better than 
making the border its full width at once. 

VEGETABLES. 

Protecting Peas and seeds from birds 

(J. E .).—Certainly there is no form of protec¬ 
tion for young Pea plants against birds like 
that furnished by proper wire guards, but 
these are expensive. The next beet thing is, 
just before the Peas are coming through, to 
force into the ground at either end of short 
rows three small sticks 9 inches long, and pro¬ 
jecting out of the ground 3 inches. If the row*? 
of Peas be long, put in similar sticks 10 feet 
apart in the rows, then strain from stick to 
stick, tightly, some straight, some intercross¬ 
ing, lines of black or brown thread or cotton, 
which is, so near the ground, hardly visible. 
If these be about 2 inches from the soil the 
birds touch it ere they see it. and are much 
alarmed, keeping away. The cost is a trifle, 
the labour a trifle, but the benefit is very great 
indeed. Any trouble is worth taking to pre¬ 
serve seeds from injury by birds. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Worms in bowling-green (J. B. S.). —Lime- 
water is as good a remedy as any. Place 12 lb. 
of un&laked lime in a barrel, and pour 
30 gallons of water over it, stirring it well up 
and allowing it to stand for forty-eight hours. 
Water the lawn with the clear liquid, using a 
rosed water-pot during damp weather, giving 
a good soaking on the evening succeeding that 
on which a good watering has been given. 
This will bring the worms to the surface, when 
they can be swept up and cleared away. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

Scraper.—( 1) The big Beane of the Scarlet 
Runner are of no use as food. If the pods are 
gathered when quite young they may be salted 
down, as in the case of French Beans. (2) The 
Horse Bean is known also as the Field Bean. 

- Enquirer. —(1) Yes; spot must, be kept for 

some months. .If used fresh, then it is 'in¬ 
jurious. (2) Yes; the Potatoes you refer to are 
quite good, and may be used as seed with ad¬ 
vantage. 

CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

Blackmore and Langdon. Twerton Hill. Bath.— 
Catalogue of Begonias, Delphiniums, etc., etc., 
1917. 


Midland Daffodil Society.—At a well- 
attended committee meeting held on March 
22nd the following resolutions were unani¬ 
mously passed :—(1) “ That, looking to the 
general circumstances of the times, we hold 
no Daffodil show this year.” (2) “ That the 
schedule, as printed for 1917, is hereby adopted 
for 1918, that no further copies be issued to 
members, and that for the purposes of the 1918 
show the year 1917 shall not count as a year 
of ‘ Being in Commerce.’ ” (3) That no annual 
meeting be held this year, and that the officers 
for 1917 continue in office in 1918.”— Herbert 
Smith, Hon. Sec. 

Summer Rose show abandoned —We are 

asked to state that the National Rose 
Society has decided not to hold its Metro- 
politan Show at the Royal Botanic 
Society's Gardens this year mainly owing 
to the difficulties attending railway trans- 
jx>rt. The question of the autumn show 
will he considered later. 


Planet, Junr., Cultivators.—Would any 

of your readers give me their experience 
of the use of Hand Planet Cultivators? 
Are they well within the strength of an 
average gardener and what do they weigh? 
Is a single wheel pattern or a double wheel 
juittern (for cultivating two rows at a 
time) to be preferred, and what clearance 
does the double wheel give above the 
plant.— -A. H. Maude. 
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THE TRADE PRACTICE OF GRAFTING 
TREES AND SHRUBS. 
Monsieur, —Nous uvons et6 pdniblement 
Uupressionnft par Particle iiaru dans 
"Gardening Illustrated” du 27 Janvier 
Intitule couiuie ci-dessus. 

On ue trouverait pas en France un pub- 
liciste horticole capable d’ecrire un article 
aussi diffnmntoire ; eliez nous le mot de 
fraudeurcst syuonyine de voleur, et jamais 
dans notre carriftre deja longue nous 
n'avons eu ft subir pa real affiout. 

Lorsque je vous eerivais que nous gref- 
fions le Sorbus Pekinensis'pour le rendre 
plus vigoureux et plus resistant je m'ap- 
puy a is sur l’experience. J'ai seme des 
graines de dot nrbre recues du pays 
d'origine, les plautes obtenues de semis 
sont resides, ehetives, et de pauvre vege¬ 
tation. Je n’ai eu de beaux arbres qu'en 
les greffaut et aucun des clients auxquels 
nous avons envoyd ees arbres greffds ne 
nous a qualifies de “ fraudeur.” 

Nous greffons de meme le Sorbus Aucu- 
pnria it la demande de nos clients qui don- 
nent la preference aux arbres greffes. 

Cependant nous multiplions par graines 
facilement le Sorbus Aucuparia tandis que 
les graines de Sorbus Pekinensis ne so 
trouvent pus dans le commerce meme dans 
les meilleurs malsons de graines d’Angle- 
terre. Je vous adresse bi reixmse derite 
par mou flls et qu'il adresse au “ Gakden- 
ing Illustrated,” espdrant qu'elle sera 
publide pur ce Journal en vertu du droit 
de re[)onse. 

Je n'en continuerai pas moins ft grelTcr 
tons arbres oil arbustes dont la multipli¬ 
cation ne peut 6tre assnrde que par ce 
moyen. Car si on multiplie par graines 
les “ espdees ” il ne saurait en &tre de 
meme des “ varidtds.” Je rdpeterai meme 
apres un de nos grands mattres de l’Horti- 
culture : “La GrefTe est le trlomi>he de 
l'Art sur la Nature.” 

Je regrette bibn sinceremont d'etre dans 
l'obligation de ddfendre une profession 
jusqu’ alors re.sjiectde et consideree, et je 
vous serais tres oblige de bien vouloir eom- 
nmniquer rues reflexions ft l’auteur de 
l'article aussl tendancieux qu’ injurieux 
porn dans le “ Gardening Illustrated.” 

Je vous prie d'agrder. Monsieur, l'ex- 
pressions de mes sentiments bien ddvouds. 
Origans, G Mars. Leon Chenault. 

7, like many others, hare enjoyed M. 
Chinault's company and his good nursery, 
hut 7 would have, him hear in mind that, 
chile he is a propagator, I am a planter, 
and expect my trees or shrubs to last. I 
mill reply to his son's letter in English, 
and cover all the points raised. 

I am very sorry to read such words 
as to the propagation of trees and 
shrubs in the issue of January 27th. 
Do you think that, when we can propa¬ 
gate trees and shrubs from seedlings, cut¬ 
tings, layers, and root cuttings, we would 
waste our time in grafting? In the ease 
of the common sorts of Sorbus (S. Aucu- 
pirin, s. domesrtlca), we raise from seeds; 
but we do not have seeds of S. Pekinensis, 
our mother plant being too young, and we 
have to propagate it by grafting. The 
fact that Sorbus does not grow In all soils 
is proved by long experience, and after 
many rears I have found that Crataegus is 
the Iiest stock for Scrims. We possess in 
our nursery, and we have seen in many 
English and French gardens, some varie¬ 
ties of rare Sorbus grafted on Crntjpgqs. 
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and quite healthy. Are not all the varie¬ 
ties of fruit-trees grafted, even when 
ordered from English nurserymen? Could 
all the varieties of fruit-trees be propa¬ 
gated from seedlings or cuttings? Would 
the slow or iioor-growing varieties of Tea, 
H.T., and II.P. Roses live if they were 
not grafted on strong, hardy stocks, such 
as R. canina, R. iaxa, etc.? Could you 
grow standard or weeping standard Roses 
if they were not grafted? How would you 
propagate weeping trees of Beech, Birch, 
Sophora, Ash, and Gleditsehia? Do you 
think they could he raised from seeds or 
cuttings? 

Ton do not know how much trouble we 
sometimes have had to save new hybrid 
shrubs or rare plants sent by travellers 
from China or other countries. Often one 
small plant is obtained from a lot of seeds. 
After one or two years it appears that this 
small plant is not healthy and will soon 
die. Then the plant is grafted on the 
right stock, and a rare, often very valu¬ 
able, plant is saved. We often receive 
some of these new introductions from the 
best English and American botanic 
gardens. Two or three years later we are 
able to send back many healthy grafted 
plants, while the poor little seedling has 
died. What will the able directors of 
these establishments think when they read 
your words—“ fraud of grafting and 
humbug ”? 

The skilful hybridism's of Rhododen¬ 
drons in Cornwall, who send us several 
branches of their new hybrids, are glad to 
receive some good grafted plants the fol¬ 
lowing year. IIow would the nurserymen 
in England grow and supply the best varie¬ 
ties of Azaleas, Rhododendrons, Camel¬ 
lias, and so many other shrubs if they did 
not graft them? Ninety per cent, of the 
Ampelopsis Veltehi covering English houses 
is ordered “grafted plants,” as amateurs 
know they grow more quickly and have 
much larger leaA'cs when grafted on the 
vigorous A. lmiralis or A. quinquefolia. 
Two very valuable shrubs of recent intro¬ 
duction are Viburnum Carles! and Osman- 
ihus Delavayi. We had no seeds of these 
new Chinese plants, and cuttings rooted 
so slowly and made such poor plants that 
we had to graft them. The many 
hundreds of these shrubs growing so well 
in English gardens come from our nursery, 
and are grafted! 

On tlie same page you refer to 
“grafted Clematises” bought from a 
nursery of good repute, as only by graft¬ 
ing can anybody propagate the large- 
flowering varieties. The stock (C. Vitalba 
or C. Viticelln) lives two or three years, 
sufficient for the phtnts to make own roots 
at the base. The Apples, Fears, and 
Peaches are the best examples, and all 
gardeners know on which stock they must 
order their trees to get early crops, good 
fruits, and olrtnin a successful and 
vigorous plantation. I have worked in 
several English nurseriqg, and visited 
many others in all parts of the country, 
and I have seen in all of them many 
thousands of grafted trees and shrubs. 
What a poor fellow would the nursery¬ 
man you badly want be who “will have 
nothing grafted in his place in the way of 
a tree or a shrub." “ W.” Imagines that 
all trees and shrubs must lie propagated 
in the same way. and will grow in all sorts 
of soils—warm, coot, or cold, light,,or 
Iicayy. R. Chinp it, 
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Rhododendrons. — These hare been 
planted to an enormous extent in our 
country because both climate and soil suit 
them, but almost universally they have 
been grafted on R. ponticum, which is a 
poor thing, and the result is that enormous 
losses have occurred owing to the stock 
having killed the plant. When the natural 
mode of propagation is observed the Rho¬ 
dodendron may be safely planted and easily 
layered. Row ire begin to get the plants 
on their own roots, which is the only proper 
way. When I spoke to Mr. Anthony 
Watercr, he discussed it on the ground of 
facilities in getting stock, out, “at the 
same time,’’ he said. “I would certainly 
not plant a grafted Rhododendron in my 
own garden.” 

Clematis. —The Clematises of Japan and 
China and other lands, too, arc certainly 
the most beautiful climbers of the northern 
world. They have been completely de¬ 
stroyed in our country by grafting on the 
common wild kind, of our hills, which is as 
coarse as any Drier. M. Chenault says il 
is the only way, but that is quite wrong. 
Layering is the right tray, and it has been 
for many years practised by a good French 
nurseryman, the late Ferdinand Jamin, of 
Bourg-la-Reine, from whom 1 got my best 
plants. I buy a great number every year 
from English nurseries, and invariably 
they come to me grafted on the common 
wild kind. My first job, therefore, is to 
cut this away and get a bit of the true 
plant off. The statement that the plant 
kills the sloek and rights itself mag be so 
with the stock the French use, but not with 
ours. 

' Lilacs on Privet. — The Lilacs raised in 
France arc very beautiful, but they are to 
a great extent destroyed by being grafted 
on the filthy Privet. It is only quite lately 
that one can get in one or two nurseries 
Lilacs on their own roots from cuttings or 
division of the plants on their own roots. 

Mountain Ash and Thorns. —If what M. 
Chenault sags is true about certain kinds 
of Mountain Ash not doing well on their 
own roots, it is a good reason for dis¬ 
carding any such, hut it happens that 
an immense number do perfectly well 
in that way and arc among the hardiest 
trees of the north. Grafting them on our 
common Quick is sure to end in their 
death. I planted a sloping hank with all 
the Thorns I could get of Northern Europe, 
America, and Asia, and the result was 
that, being grafted, half of them died. 
To say that the Thom or the Pyrus will 
not grow on its natural root is, of course, 
nonsense. 

Roses.— What Is said about Roses on 
Drier is also a, mistake. I am a large 
grower of Roses, especially the Chinas and 
Teas, and though I am said to have a good 
soil for Roses, quite half the kinds I have 
tried—many beautiful ones among them — 
hare perished on the Drier, while some, 
like Marie van Houite, do well in that 
way. Rut, as the nurserymen arc only 
concerned with propagation, they have 
little opportunity of seeing how the thing 
endures, which is all that matters for us 
planters. For every acre of ground M. 
Chenault lias I have many acres in which 
1 want things—tree or shrub—to endure. 

Phili.thea. — M. Chenault will, no doubt, 
res/irrt as worthy the opinion of one of our 
must famous nurserymen, the late Mr. An¬ 
thony Watercr, of fCqaphilli.who had. with¬ 
out (ii^slion, the iiiihlrM:,Jiiir$&y,in Britain, 
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in reality refleeted from the coloured 
ovurv, which endows the opening flowers 
with a eharui of their own. S. Straehe.ii, 
it is true, produces a like effect at flower¬ 
ing time, hut tlie* two do not come into 
competition. Fully expanded flowers and 
pinky buds, with later ones just emerging 
from the tiny rosettes of leaves, appear on 
a tuft of 2 inches across. Despite its 
miniature growth and the fact that it is 
barely half-a-dozen years old, it has 
already become one of the most popular of 
its tribe.—E. H. Jenkins. 

The past winter's doings.— Usually 
careful as to planting things not proved 
hardy, I sometimes make a- mistake in 
missing good tilings I see with friends, nnd 
then plant a thing I am not sure as to 
what the result will be. In a year when 
even the Brambles in the woods are burnt 
by frocit one cannot hoiie to escape, and 
things hitherto thought hardy have left 


kiud. The New Zealand Flux, which has 
been happy with me for many years, seems 1 
hurt, but Cook's variety is oppireutly un¬ 
hurt. I fear there will be u fuller cata¬ 
logue later on.—W., Sussex. 

Rock gardening in America. — I am 
sending you a photograph which will show 
you the apl’curanee <,f my rock wall after 
three or four years of growth. You did 
me the fin our of publishing a letter several 
years ago describing a wall I had just I 
built of rough blocks of pink granite 3 feet 
to 10 feet long, the interstices filled with i 
rich earth instead of cement in which it , 
was intended Sedums—liveforevers—and 
Prickly l’ears should grow, and I lio])e 
my intentions have been realised. At 
almost any season of the year you may see 
country people, for tile estate is well out 
in the country, studying the flowers or 
leaves that are flourishing, it is interest¬ 
ing to see the delight even children take 


do not know, but which is said to be a 
iiuite small, early-flowering sort. So far, 
all appear to he in order, the varietal 
names being applied to the flowers alone. 
The rule, however, appears to lie broken 
when applied to that above named, since 
it is intended, I supiiose, to denote small 
growth, the flowers being almost as large 
as those of S. B. speciosa, and not far re¬ 
moved from it in its richly-coloured stems 
and the early droop of its flowers. Usu¬ 
ally it is a mid-season variety, though this 
year tlie early and middle season sorts are 
in flower almost together.—8. 8. 


TREES AND SHRUBS. 

DOUBLE-FLOWERED CHERRIES. 
These are among the most beautiful of 
lmrdy spring and early summer-flowering 
trees and shrubs. The flowers, varying 



Part of a group of doublc-floucrinj Cherries at IdaUingbury Hall. 


us. Erinus alpinus, the wall cliarmor, has 
gone in spots; it may be in all. The 
favourite blue Bindweed (Convolvulus 
mauritanieus) of the North African rocks, 
which survives in ordinary winters, has [ 
gone. The little violet Cress, in flower in 
all winters for some years, lias been burnt 
up. It was the killing frost, without 
snow, that did the harm. The Snow of the | 
northern land is a blanket. The green 
Brier (Smilax) is burnt in parts and may 
survive. Mitraria cocaines, which it was 
hoped would do, is dead; Mutisia de- 
eurrens, which grows well on the north 
side of the garden porch, is dead. The 
winter’s Larch (Drimys Winter!), which 
lias grown well for years, is much burnt 
nnd will need cutting. The creeping 
Rosemary is dead, as also some of the 
dwarf St. John Worts, and the list may lie 
lengthened. My Hepaticas are trying to 
flower, but have mostly-Jost their leaves. 
The one looking bc4t is ,1 he ilnijiau-San I 


in this simple wayside effect. They like 
it bettor than showy bedding, although 
they can hardly tic expected to know why. 
What interests me is that people like the 
stones or masses of rock with their 
peculiar texture and colouring, and study 
them as well as the plants and flowers. 
For the devices in the rocks I find the 
Sedums— liveforevers—and Prickly Pears 
the most satisfactory, plants for the pur¬ 
pose in this climate and shallow soil. I 
wish you could see this wall. It is so 
beautiful nnd at the same time so modest. 
As the years go on, there is coming a soft 
veil over the surface of the stone, a 
“weathering” that is toning down the 
little irregularities and enriching the 
colouring. —Samuel Parsons, New York. 

Saxifraga Burseriana minor.— We find 
in Purser's Saxifrages such names as 
major, maerantlxa, sjieciosa, which, with 
grandiflorn, have been given to large- 
flowered varieties, and minima, which I 


from bright red to snowy white, are gener¬ 
ally produced on small spurs, which spring 
from tlie sides nnd ends of the two or 
throe-year-old branches, and, like all 
double flowers, last longer in perfection 
than single ones. The genus Cerasus is 
now classed as Primus, according to the 
latest authorities. 

The common double-flowered Cherry 
(Cerasus Avium multiplex) (Primus Avium 
fl.-pl ).—This, the old double - flowered 
Cherry of gardens, forms a large tree with 
a dense, roundish head, loaded in May 
with drooping double white flowers. It is 
known in some parts of England as the 
double Carone Cherry, anil there are 
throughout the country some fine speci¬ 
mens. 

The double-flowered St. Julian Cherry 
(Cerasus Juliana floribus roscis) (syn. 
Prunus Avium Julioua).-rThis forms a 
tree from 20 feet to 30 feet high, the 
branches ascending when young and in age 
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hardly spreading; the flowers are semi- 
double, large, and of a pale rose colour 
when fylly open, but of a deep red or 
crimson in the bud. 

Double French Cherry (Cerasus dura- 
cina fl.-pl.).—This makes a robust tree 
;;0 feet or 40 feet high, which in May 
bears festoons of large drooping snow- 
white flowers. It Is the double form of 
the Bigarreau Cherry and the Meresier 
Ilenoneulier of the French. 

The double-flowered Chinese Cherry, 
(Cerasus serrulatn) (Prunus serrulata).— 
This forms a robust shrub or small tree 
6 feet or S feet high, with stout, divaricate 
branches, having but few laterals. The 
leaves are large, pointed, serrated, and 
quite smooth. The semi-double flowers, 
white at first, but before they fade tinged 
with pink, are produced in bundles on the 
two or three-year-old branches. It flowers 
about a fortnight later than Cerasus 
pseudo-Cerasus, and is well suited for 
planting in the front of shrubberies. 

The Japanese Cherry (Cerasus (Prunus) 
pseudo-Cerasus).—In England this is not 
often seen above 20 feet in height, and it 
is the double-flowered varieties that are 
mostly cultivated in this country. They 
are of various shades of rosy-white, and 
are known under such names as Cerasus 
Watereri, C. Sieboldi, etc. A variety, C. 
pseudo-Cerasus James H. Veiteb, is an ac¬ 
quisition. The plant is fully a fortnight 
later in flowering than all known forms of 
this group, while the trusses of deep rosy- 
pink blossoms hang in the greatest pro¬ 
fusion amid the light coppery - tinted 
foliage. The combination of flowers and 
foliage is excellent. 

These double-flowered Cherries should 
be grown on a cool, moist bottom, and if 
possible given a background of Holly or 
other evergreen. 


NOTES AM) REPLIES. 

The Silk Tassel-tree (Garrya elliptica).— 
This, a native of California and Oregon, is 
unique amongst the catkin bearers, and 
presents a pleasing effect at a time when 
the garden is at its dullest Although 
hardy in the open in the warmer [arts of 
the country, "it usually gives more satis¬ 
factory results when planted at tlie foot of 
a wall facing south or west and allowed 
to grow out therefrom, severe pruning in 
terfering with free-flowering. Male and 
female flowers are borne by different 
bushes, and it must be remembered that 
tlie male plants bear much more attractive 
catkins titan the female plants. As an 
evergreen bush it is worth growing for the 
sake of its leaves, but during late winter 
and early spring—January to March—it is 
seen to the greatest advantage, for during 
that period the male plant bears large 
clusters of yellowish-green catkins, each 
5 inches or 0 inches long, from the i>oints 
of tlie branches. It must be planted in 
warm, well-drained, loamy soil, and when 
established it ought not to be disturbed, 
as even comparatively small plants can 
rarely be transplanted satisfactorily. For 
this reason tlie plants are usually kept, in 
P>ts until they can Ire placed in permanent 
positions. Cuttings can be rooted during 
summer by inserting them in light soil in a 
close and slightly warm frame. Where 
large plants exist, good-sized and well- 
flowered branches will be found excellent 
for cutting and arranging in vases for 
house decoration.—D. 


Index and Binding Cases for completed 
Volume.— Tht Index to Volume. XXXVIII. oj Garden- 
iva Illustrated is note ready (price 3d., post Jree 3\d). 
The Bindiiiy Cane for the same volume is also available 
fprice Is. Gd., by /tost la. 9d.f. The Index and Binding 
Case can be obtained from anil newsagent, or from the 
Publisher, f*3, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. S. If 
ordered together, the price of the Index and Binding Case is 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 

WATER GARDENS. 

A NEW SAXIFRAGA. 

A very interesting and what I think will 
lie a valuable'sport has just made its ap¬ 
pearance among my pot plants of Saxi- 
fraga Faldonside. Four plants have 
produced flowers of a delightful creamy- 
white. Each of these four plants has five 
or six blossoms of the normal, clear, soft 
yellow, and among them a single rosette 
carrying a flower of this new and distinct 
creamy-white colour. Faldonside is, of 
course, a hybrid, its parents being, I think, 
S. Burseriana and S. uretioides. It is 
interesting that it should have sported 
after many years and produced flowers 
much nearer In colour, to those of its white- 
flowered parent. The only other Saxi- 
fraga sport that I remember is the white 
variety of S. apichlata. This occurred in 
more than 'one place. I remember a line 
pair of yellow apieulata in which was a 
streak of the white sport, which Sir 
Everard Ilamboro showed at the Royal 
Horticultural Society a few years ago. It 
is quite iwssible that my creamy Faldon¬ 
side sport may make its appearance among 
plants of the type which I have distri¬ 
buted, and it will he interesting to hear if 
this takes place. 

I have isolated my four plants and shall 
try to work up a stock of the new form. 
From three of the plants I have removed 
all the rosettes except the one carrying 
the creamy blossom. The fourth plant 1 
have left as it is, and shall allow the 
yellow and the cream flowered portions to 
develop as they will, as they should form 
in interesting specimen. The new creamy- 
white flowers are exactly like those of the 
typical Faldonside, except in the matter 
of colour;'the same line, rounded petals, 
solid in texture, and perfect in form. I 
always think Faldonside a wonderful 
plant, in that it combines the dwarf 
daintiness of a true alpine with the i>er- 
feet form of tlie most highly-developed 
“ florists’ ” flower. The colour of the new 
Faldonside is, as far as I know, new 
among the Kabsehia Saxifrages. There 
are pure white Saxifrages, and there are 
yellows ranging from the brilliant Haagi 
and sanota shades to the primrose-yellow 
of S. apieulata, but I know of no species, 
hybrid or variety, of tlie delicious soft 
creaminess of my new Faldonside. 

Clarence Elliott. 

Stevenage. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Saxifraga Burseriana speciosa. — All 

who have grown Burser's Saxifrage la any 
variety or through whose hands have 
passed any considerable number of col¬ 
lected plants will not need to be told that, 
apart from numerous seedling variations, 
there are several well marked forms 
which are indlsiieusable to almost every 
collection of alpine plants. Those known 
as major, gloria, tridentina, maerantlia 
(quite a late-floweriug sort), minor, and 
the subject of Ibis note are some of those 
generally recognised by cultivators quite 
aiart from tlie type so-called and which 
to-day is a vastly superior thing to that 
known as such thirty or more years ago. 
In the majority the flowers are borne on 
quite erect peduncles, hut to this the above- 
named Is an exception, its brilliantly- 
coloured stems so arched that the flowers 
till well nigh half expanded droop towards 
the soil. Meanwhile, tlie richly-coloured 
stems are an attraction. About this 
jieriod, however, the flower-stems become 


erect, when there is presented to view a 
comparatively large flower of exceptional 
quality and well - imbricated petals. 
Dwarfer than some, and sturdy withal, it 
flowers In the mid-season of its tribe— 
that is, following major and tridentina and 
iu advance of macrantlin—lienee, apart 
from its oilier attributes, is useful as a 
connecting link between the earliest and 
latest of this precious set of alpiues.— 
S. V. S. 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

CULTURAL NOTES ON 
CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

No tiaie should be lost In transferring the 
plants from the cutting pots to larger ones 
directly the former arc full of roots. No 
greater harm can happen to plants than 
allowing the roots to become matted to¬ 
gether. The object should be to keep the 
plants steadily growing from the time 
roots are formed to the time when the 
blooms are developing. The advantage of 
inserting tlie cuttings singly in small pots 
will he apparent when the first [lotting 
takes [dace. Instead of their feeling a 
check by the removal of the soil from their 
roots, as is the case when several cuttings 
are placed in one pot, the singly-patted 
cuttings are transferred to larger pots 
without the least cheek to their growth. 
For the first potting a large shift is not 
necessary, pits 3J inches in diameter being 
large enough. From these tiie plants go 
into others oj inches, and finally into 9-inch 
ones. Experience has shown that it is a 
mistake to employ large pots or single 
plants. Not only do they occupy unneces¬ 
sary space, but the plants cannot be so 
liberally fed as when in pots of the size 
named. Chrysanthemum roots have such 
a tendency to run straight to the outside 
of tlie soil that when pits too large are 
employed in the early stages of growth 
the inner part of the soil in the pits is not 
nearly fully occupied. The compost for 
the first lotting should be carefully pre- 
Iiared. loam is the principal ingredient 
in the compost for potting at any stage. 
Tlie condition of tills must be closely 
studied. Wliile loam will in some cases 
be fairly rich, that from other districts 
may he exceedingly poor in quality. Such 
material as the latter requires supplement¬ 
ing with manure of some kind. If the 
plants are potted in this material without 
the addition of manure the growth will ho 
weakly and devoid of vigour. 

If the stems of the plants do not swell 
freely in their infancy they cannot do so 
freely afterwards. Chrysanthemums can¬ 
not grow too freely from the commence¬ 
ment. To iwo parts of good loam add one 
part of well-rotted horse-manure, one part 
of leaf-soil, silver sand and crushed char¬ 
coal, according to tlie nature of the loam, 
if the soil is not in any way impregnated 
with lime or chalk add pounded oyster- 
shells liberally. For convenience in 
potting rub tlie soil through a J-inch sieve. 
About three crocks carefully laid at the 
bottom of each pit with the rougher [arts 
of the com [wist over them will suflice for 
drainage. If the soil is moist, as it should 
lie when used, no water will he required 
for two or three days, when a good soak¬ 
ing should be given. Return tlie plants to 
tlie shelf close to the glass in a cool house 
from which frost is excluded. Here the 
plants should remain until the roots run 
through the soil to the sides of the pots, 
when a cold frame stood in a sheltered, 
sunny spot will suit them best. Care 
should he taken to stand the plants on n 
thick layer of coal-ashes with the double 
object of raising the plants close to the 
glass and providing efllcient drainage. 
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OUTDOOR PLANT& 

THE CORDYLINES. 

There .'ire few plants so decorative as the 
subject of the present illustration of C. 
Indivisa, from a photograph of a plant 
growing in the celebrated Walpole gar¬ 
dens in the county of Wicklow. 

Some years ago a scarce plant to obtain 
anywhere, it is now to be procured from 
the best nurserymen, and is well worthy 
of attention. It is not so hardy as the 
ordinary Cordyline australis, but it has 
survived the past strenuous winter with¬ 
out any apparent damage, though sub¬ 
jected to 1U dogs. Fahr. of cold. Its 
lanceolate leaves, which are 4 inches in 
width and 3 feet to 4 feet long, and even 
longer, in this country, are green in colour 
with a distinct tinge of glaucous-blue; a 
midrib of rich orange and the whole leaf 
veined with orange lines. When seen in 


midrib and also its annual habit of pro¬ 
ducing profuse whorls of white, highly- 
scented flowers. As it grows compara¬ 
tively low in height the fragrance of its 
flowers is diffused throughout the sur¬ 
rounding garden. 

A group of one or two Cordyline indivisa 
in tlie centre, with some half-dozen Cordy¬ 
line Banksi erythrornchis iu front and one 
or two Cordyline Banksi at the sides, 
hacked by an irregular plantation of the 
tall Cordyline australis to make a good 
background, affords quite a sub-tropical 
effect, which can be produced in the more 
southern i«irts of England or Ireland. 

R. H. Beamish. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Tropaeolum speclosum. It is usual to 
plant this in borders on the north, north¬ 
west, or north-east side of a wall, and to 
train the plants to the latter. Low 


Failures amongst bedding plants.—In many 
places the severe winter has taken a heavy 
toll amongst bedding plants. One can always 
fall back on annuals, which provide a more 
diversified, beautiful, and lees expensive dis¬ 
play. Many of these can be sown now in the 
borders where they are wanted to bloom, as. 
for instance, Poppies. Tagetes, Nigellaa, Gode- 
tias, Bschscholtsias. Larkspurs, Lin II me, 
Nasturtiums, Cosmeas, Saponarias, anti 
Clarkias. In sowing the seed the advice to do 
so thinly should be observed if the beet re¬ 
sults are desired.— Derby. 

Canterbury Bells.—I fear that many who 
planted out Canterbury Bells last autumn will 
not have kept them, as on all bauds one hears 
of wholesale destruction by frost. I send this 
note to remind lovers of these old-fashioned 
biennials that from the end of April to the 
end of May is the best time to sow seed. Few 
nowadays propagate these charming flowering 
plants from off-shoots pulled from the old 
roots. There is really no need to do so, as 
the best plants are those raised from seed.— 
Leahvest. 



Cordyline indivisa, true, at Mount Usher. 


the full sunlight, or when the leaves hap¬ 
pen to be between you and the sun, it Is 
delightful iu the varying colours which it 
throws off. At first the ordinary Cordy¬ 
line australis was termed Cordyline iu- 
divisa, and wrongly so. Then when the 
true 0. indivisa was so named the some¬ 
what stupid additional term of vera was 
added. If Cordyline indivlsa expresses 
the plant, then the pseudo term of “ vera ” 
may surely be suppressed with advantage. 

A native of New Zealand, it Is a slow 
grower, succeeds in ordinary garden soil, 
hut requires all possible sun, with shelter 
from the harsh winds. After some years 
of growth it produces heads of white 
flowers, and, after blooming, the plant 
sometimes dies off. 

Cordyline Banksi, when planted In the 
open, has also survived 1G degs. Fahr, to¬ 
gether with its beautiful variety Cordy¬ 
line Banksi erythrorachis, smaller in size, 
with narrower leaves; but perhaps more 
prominent by rensow-sif its distlmct red 
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may soon l>e covered with the crimson 
flowers; but all lovers of the plant are 
not in a position to select such sites. 
They may, however, plant in clumps of 
three or live plants in eool borders several 
feet distant from the hedge or belt of 
shrubs or other form of background, and 
train the shoots to ordinary I'ea-sticks to 
form a pyramid about 3 feet fi inches high. 
The plants so treated do remarkably well 
at Shelly Hill, Christchurch. If the soil is 
of a very clayey nature mix some leaf-soil 
with it to give the plants a start.— 
G. G. B. 

Hepatloa triloba lilaclna grandiflora.—- 

This Is an exceptionally large-flowered and 
good form of a well-known plant, meriting 
general cultivation, and especially well 
suited to cool, loamy soils in rather shady 
places. Apart from the large size of the 
flowers, there is an increased stature. In 
short, it apiiears to be a robust-habited 
variety, having flowers equal in size to 
those of II. angulosa.—E. J. 


Chionodoxa Lucillm.— My first flowers of 
Chionodoxa Lucilise opened about March 16th 
this year, but the plants are blooming very 
irregularly. Many of mine are from collected 
bulbs, which vary considerably, but a number 
of seedlings are as variable, and some of them 
look as if they were the Tesults of the crossing 
of C. Lucilise and C. eardensis. The form 
generally grown is that found by Mr. George 
Maw when searching for Boissier’s Glory of the 
Snow, which has since been introduced, and is 
a brighter flower than that of Maw's plant, 
coming nearer C. Tmolusi. —S. A KNOTT. 

Scllla bifolia. —I have a variety of forms of 
Seiila hifolia from different sources, and it is 
surprising how they vary, not only in size and 
character of flower, but also in earliness. The 
first to bloom is invariably a small-flowered 
variety with starry blooms, which I purchased 
from an English firm somewhere about thirty 
years ago. I now have this variety in two 
different positions, but both clumps are con¬ 
siderably earlier than any of my other lots of 
8 . bifolia in other parts of the garden. This 
is a dwarf variety, the flowers bright blue and 
quite erect.—S. A rnott. 

Lupinus nootkateusis.—This Lupin, grow¬ 
ing only 1J feet or 2 feet high, is quite hardy 
and perennial. The flowers are blue tinged 
with rose and yellow, and seedling raisers 
who have time and' opportunity might do 
worse than turn their attention to the raising 
of some new colours. Seedlings raised early 
under glass may flower the same year. I 
have grown this for some years, but I must 
admit that my seedlings have given Little vari¬ 
ation.— 8. Ahnott. 

Crocus biflorus Bowles' Blue,— This variety 
of Crocus biflorus is again in bloom with me. 
It in a dainty, small-flowered variety of C. 
biflorus of a charming bine, not too dark, but 
very beautiful, and quite distinct from any 
other variety of this Crocus that 1 have seen.— 
S. ARNOTT. 

Annuals. —Salpiglossis for bedding out or 
planting in borders should now be sown. The 
pricking out into boxes, etc., of half-hardy 
annuals must be attended to before the plants 
become drawn.—A. W. 


Canadian weed in small pools.— This- is 
commonly known ns Blanket-weed. Sul¬ 
phate of copper carefully applied will kill 
it without doing any damage to the Water 
Lilies. I have used it with great success 
in the following way.—Calculate ns near 
as possible the contents in cubic feet of 
the i»ol, multiply this by (11 to give the 
number of gallons of water. Allow one- 
fiftieth of a grain of copper sulphate to 
each gallon, weigh it out and dissolve in 
any convenient vessel in sufficient water 
to thoroughly sprinkle the surface of the 
pond through a iroso can, or, if the sur¬ 
face is too extensive or inaccessible, 
through a garden syringe, being careful to 
distribute the solution ns evenly ns pos¬ 
sible over the jvhole surface. The weed 
soon disappearsAtio harm being done to the 
Water Lilies.—F W. Callop. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

HONEY VERSUS SUGAR. 

After reading your reprint on March 24th 
from' Reynolds'a of what Dr. Allinson says 
on the “ Effect of Sugar on the Middle- 
aged ” the ordinary liersou In middle life 
will surely adopt, as a measure of self- 
preservation, an even stricter ration in 
sugar than that suggested liv the Food 
Controller. From what Dr. Allinson says 
it is difficult to guess which of the many 
ills that IDsh is heir to sugar will not pro¬ 
duce on the middle-aged. How thankful I 
felt, after reading-so depressing a para¬ 
graph, that I was a bee-keeiier and had a 
good store of honey. Honey, as a fact, 
produces none of the deleterious effects of 
sugar, especially Beet-sugar, and may bo 
used for all purposes for which that com¬ 
modity is used, Because it is made, not 
gathered, by the bee, and ltecause in that 
making a certain process is gone through 
honey requires scarcely any. if indeed any, 
digestion, while still providing more than 
the many benefits the human system un¬ 
doubtedly derives front sugar. It is said 
that honey does good to every single organ 
of the human body 

As an article of food it is invaluable for 
all, but for children and delicate people, 
especially those suffering from wasting 
diseases, this natural sweet encourages 
assimilation of food which otherwise could 
not be taken. Also, in addition to honey 
being a valuable nutritions food, making 
no call upon the digestive organs, it is a 
great blood purifier and heat-producer to 
our system. 

In short, I cannot find that honey has 
anything to be said against it ns a per¬ 
fectly pure, wholesome food. It has every¬ 
thing to recommend it, and the obvious 
conclusion is that nil effort should be made 
both to use more honey and to produce 
more honey. Bernard II. Hiubert. 


FOTATO SUBSTITUTES. 
Macaroni is seldom well cooked in this 
country, but is dished up lialf-raw, usually 
out of an open pie-dish from an oven that 
has scorched and dried up the top layer 
till no better than tag-rags of chamois 
leather. As a vegetable it needs to be 
txiiled till quite tender in slightly salted 
water which, when drained off, should be 
saved for soup stock. Finish off the 
Macaroni in a covered fireproof disli witli 
a smothering of sauce of milk or half 
milk, half water, thickened with a little 
flour, enriched if possible with a piece of 
butter the size of a Walnut, and flavoured 
with an eggspoonful of made Mustard and 
a little salt and jieppor. 

Hominy and Samp, the latter a coarser- 
ground variety of the former, may be used 
as a porridge, a sweet, or a vegetable. Tlie 
method of cooking for this last dish is to 
wash the Hominy or Samp in three waters, 
a rule which should be observed in liand- 
Ihig all vegetables. Four an ample amount 
of boiling water over it to soak it, and 
allow room to swell, cover it and leave it 
nil night. Simmer next day in a double 
saucepan. The Hominy or Samp should 
have enough water, with if lKissible an 
addition of milk, even skim milk, to stew 
it tender, and should lie flavoured to taste 
witli pepper, salt, and savoury herbs. Tlie 
addition of a little finely-chopped beef suet 
makes it still more mellow and wholesome. 
Send the Hominy or Samp to table piping 
hot in a vegetable-disli, with a few bits of 
butter melted in it at the moment of 
serving. 

Groats pudding lias unique qualities as 
a meat-saver and. Potato-saver. Wash lb. 
of Groats, or '‘grits,” as they are some¬ 
times called. Mbr-ttem with 1 lb. of 
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Spanish Onions Unit have been parboiled, 
salt and pepper to taste, a tenspoonful of 
chopped Parsley, another of sweet herbs, 
such as chopped or dried Sage if the 
pudding is to be eaten with pork. Dredge 
a tablespoonful of flour over tlie Groats, 
for binding. If an egg can lie afforded it 
adds appreciably to tlie nutrition and 
flavour. Add a teaspoonful of baking 
powder at the last minute before wetting 
and mixing up the dry ingredients, and 
stir in the stiff white of egg quickly and 
lightly, with a fork, last of all. Pour in¬ 
stantly into the pudding-mould lined with 
greased paper, leave plenty of room to 
swell—which should lie to at least twice 
Its raw size—drop tlie pudding-tin into 
fust-boiling water, reaching half-way up 
its side, leave fast-boiling for ten minutes, 
then draw aside to cook at a steady sim¬ 
mer for two hours. If a cloth lie.used to 
tie it in tills should be thickly floured. 

Haricot Beans should be stepped for 
twenty-four limns before cooking. They 
should never lie cooked except in the water 
they were soaked in, with whatever addi¬ 
tion may be necessary, else half their 
flavour and sweetness is wasted. 

Swede Turnips were the other day ad¬ 
vertised by ail enterprising London green¬ 
grocer as “ the New War Potato.” He 
was quite right. The English mistake 
which so long classed them ns mere eattlc- 
food was a bad one. Itutubaga they call 
them in the United States, where their 
value for tabic use has always been recog¬ 
nised, as in France, and in Ireland, where 
many people relish them even better than 
tlie white small Turnip. Mash and send 
up smoking .hot, salted and peppered a 
little, and with three tnblespoonfuls of the 
beef gravy poured over them to accompany 
the roast beef. 

Salsafy is another much neglected and 
delicious vegetable, in appearance like tlie 
Parsnip, only thinner, and in taste re¬ 
sembling Asparagus. Properly cooked and 
sent up with white sauce, there could be 
no more enjoyable dish, and the root is 
easy to grow .—Evening News. 


ROTES ARD REPLIES. 
Nonsense about the “ Artichoke.”—' The 

excitement about food now in tlie papers 
is not without a comic note. We find this 
in tlie Evening Standard :— 

Tub Artichoke : Tiie Jerusalem 
Variety Comes Into Its Own. —In 
thousands of homes yesterday tlie 
Jerusalem Artichoke furnished a topic 
for conversation and discussion. This 
Artichoke has come into its own. 
There are Artichokes that are not 
“ Jerusalem,” hut they are of a differ¬ 
ent category. They are for such as 
trifle with Asparagus; they are for 
the exquisite in taste in matters vege¬ 
table. But the “Jerusalem” variety 
is, in tlie present crisis, a real saviour 
of tlie situation. It looks something 
like a Potato, rather more nobbly,• 
IMM’haps, and eats like a mixture of 
Potato, Turnip, Celery, and smoke. 
Those who like it, like it very much; 
those who don't—simply don't. With 
a ricti white sauce, once you take a 
fancy to tlie Jerusalem Artichoke you 
are prepared to swear that it is hard 
to beat. Yesterday the Artichoke 
made a real bid as a rival to the 
Potato. But the Artichoke is handi¬ 
capped by tlie cost, 2Jd. to 3d. per lb. 
Still, if Potatoes are not to be had at 
ljd.,'why not try Artichokes at 2jd. ? 
The answer to the query brought much 
Artichoke custom on Saturday. 

Evil effects of salt.—There are, alas! 
various ways of getting acquainted with 
the efforts of the bad cook, and one in¬ 


fallible way is the heavy band with salt. 
Many dishes are made uneatable by its 
use, and, beyond a very low percentage, 
it inhibits tlie digestion of good food, 
animal or vegetable. Sir W. Robertson 
England, au able chemist as well as 
doctor, showed its effect in gout, and two 
men of tlie same qualification in Franco 
proved in the hospitals its curious effects 
ill drot«y. The force of habit makes tlie 
cook put it into nearly every dish she has 
to do with. In the cookery books, too, 
nearly every recipe includes salt, and 
often without tlie slightest need. Anyone 
taking an interest in food can prove this 
for himself, as with a good baked Potato 
or one boiled In tlie Irish way, but with¬ 
out salt in the water. As au example of 
the recipes given in a iiopular journal, we 
quote the following ; — 

The whole of the following vegetables should 
be cooked by placing them in boiling water, 
to which salt baa been added in the propor¬ 
tion of a tablespoouful to half a gallon of 
water: Turnipe, Carrots. Cauliflowers, Cab¬ 
bages, Asparagus, French Beans, Broccoli. 
Brussels Sprouts, Parsnips, new Potatoes, and 
green Peas. W. 

Two meals a day. —Being interested in 
proper diet, the reference (p. 150) to the 
custom of some people of taking only two 
meals a day naturally aroused my 
curiosity. When at college a fellow- 
student of mine, a very active man and a 
vegetarian, never took more titan two 
meals. Those meals were lunch and 
dinner. While the rest of us were at 
breakfast lie went for a three or four mile 
walk in wet weather and fine. His first 
meal every day was lunch at 1 o'clock. 
Another friend, who is a gardener and 
fruit-grower, has only taken two meals for 
a great many years—breakfast at 10 o’clock 
and dinner at 4 o’clock—and lie finds it 
most satisfactory. But he eats as much at 
his two as I do at my three meals, and is 
not a vegetarian. We certainly do take 
too many meals bes'des eating far too 
much at each meal.—M. 

The Swedish. Turnip as a vegetable.— The 
Swedish Turnip as a vegetable has come into 
ite own. In northern districts it has io-ng been 
one of the most popular of the root crops for 
domestic use. As the result of early acquaint¬ 
ance with this vegetable, many long removed 
from parts where it is in common uee retain 
their preference for i-t over tlie more delicate 
but less substantial Turnip. Taste in veget¬ 
ables, as in many other things, is largely ac¬ 
quired by usage, and the quick-growing softer 
Turnips, being better adapted for the forcing 
methods of the market gardener, have gained 
their popularity mainly because of the ease 
with which they can be procured. The Swede 
is richer as well at sweeter than tlie watery 
white Turnip, or even its more solid 'yellow 
relative. A native of a northern climate, the 
Swede is cultivated to beet advantage along 
the eastern seaboard, and therefore London 
is not easily accessible from tlie chief sources 
of supply. Moreover, the crop is bulky, mak¬ 
ing transport expensive, and os it has been 
computed that a fifty mils radius is the limit 
of profitable vegetable growing for tlie metro¬ 
politan market, .the Swede i3 likely to have 
only a short reign in London households. 
Nevertheless, this crop merits consideration by 
the numerous plot holders who are devoting 
their spare time to the growth of vegetables.— 
T he Field. 

Eating flesh.—The most frequent cause of 
colitis and appendicitis is the practice of flesh- 
eating. These diseases are practically un¬ 
known in persons who are flesh abstainers. 
The French scientist Champonniere once 
pointed out the fact that appemlioitie is un¬ 
known among the inmates cf insane asylums, 
prisons, and Catholic institutions in France in 
which meat is not used. Another great French¬ 
man, Ctombe, has called attention to the fact 
that colitis is unknown among the peaeantry 
of Switzerland, who are practically flesh ab¬ 
stainers, while it. is common among the people 
who live iff -towns and eat. meat. 
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ROOM AND WINDOW. 

OX-EYE DAISIES 

(Chrysanthemum maximum and C. Leitax- 
themum). 

By one or other ot the popular names— 
" Os-ej'e Daisy,” “Moon Daisy”- one of 
the most valuable groups of hardy plants 
is known to everybody. Hardy, vigorous, 
a true perennial, succeeding well in com¬ 
mon garden soils with but in modicum of 
attention, and producing sheaves of 
flowers for weeks on end, are some of the 
attributes which have made them popular 
and rendered them indispensable to almost 


which iu flower grow 4 feet or more high, 
and whose snowy flower-heads are seen to 
I advantage a hundred yards away; and 
those dwarfer-liabited sorts, those of 
2 J feet high or thereabouts, that play a | 
different, though equally useful, part when , 
j viewed at closer quarters. Two of those J 
with lacinated petals and having probable 
affinity to C. Leuoanthemum—the “Ox-1 
eye” or “Moon Daisy'” so widely dif¬ 
fused throughout Britain—are Kenneth 
a mV Robinson), each desirable by reason of 
their elegant bearing and rather uncom¬ 
mon appearance. At the opposite extreme | 
! the stronger-growing types appear, those 
I later-flowering sorts which, referred to in 


full of grace and beauty, lienee, it will 
be seen that there is ample material if a 
good selection is made to provide a suc¬ 
cession of flowers for fully four months. 

Cultivation is of t lie simplest. This, 
however, docs not imply neglect, since few 
plants more quickly become common-place 
if neglected than these. In strong, well- 
cultivated, loamy soils, the majority are 
good for three or four years without atten¬ 
tion, while in the lighter soils they relay 
for division and replanting biennially, this 
in all cases ensuring the finer flowers, 
the work being done in March or there¬ 
abouts. To transplant big clumps of these 
mat-forming subjects because material in 



Moon, Daisies. From a painting by M. Fantin-Latour. 


every herbaceous larder. Largely evolved 
from Chrysanthemum maximum, a com¬ 
paratively dwarf-growing siiecies first in¬ 
troduced from the Pyrenees, marked ad¬ 
vance has resulted during the two past 
decades, the modern sorts being vastly 
superior in the main to those formerly 
grown. The qualification is to some ex¬ 
tent necessary, since in these as in much 
else the desire for mere size lias been the 
only consideration, little attempt having 
been made to improve those witli lacinated 
florets, and Which, if lacking size, are so 
elegant in habit as to make them desir¬ 
able. There Is, indeed, in my opinion, 
room for both sets—ttargia nts of i ll* race, 
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lists as “ latifojium,” are in flower from 
August onwards till frost, arrives. Be¬ 
tween these extremes are the forms of ('. 
maximum, Hiesc constituting the mainstay 
of the groups, flowering in July and 
August. Flowering from late May to 
July is Hie dwarf sort known as Daviesi. 
A very beautiful form, which thirty or so 
years ago I found in a garden in Bath, and 
to which—it being unnamed—I gave the 
varietal name luiperiale, was among the 
most elegant I have seen. In tile Thames 
Valley soil, however, it was never quite 
happy, and may now be lost to cultiva¬ 
tion. Like Daviesi, it pirobably came from 
our native kind, and when in flower was | 


i plenty happens to be at hand is a common 
error. A far better way is to plant a 
number of young, vigorous pieces taken 
from tile outside of an established clump 
i a foot spirt over a well-cultivated area of 
ground. In the course of the season these 
will have become so united as to consti¬ 
tute one groat whole, giving a fine display. 
Seedling-raising from the best sorts is still 
worth while by those who have time. 

Varieties. —The following, in addition to 
those mentioned, should be in every collec¬ 
tion :—Mrs. Charles Lothian Bell, very 
large, flowers 5 inches to G inches across, 
height 2 feet; Mr*. F. Daniels, a profuse- 
flowering variety ; It. H.: Saunders, one of 
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the finest; Moonraker, probably the 
largest known variety ; Ditchbnnk, an im¬ 
provement upon Davlesi ; Yomereuse, 
large, narrow-petalled, firm; and G. H. 
Sage, whose florets arc lacininted. Top 
Sawyer and Janies Cocker are late- 
flowered sorts of the latifolium set. 

E. H. Jenkins. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Nlgellas for cutting.—NigeUas are unique 
amongst annuals, inasmuch a- they provide 
ue with a combination of beautiful flowers anil 
delicate foliage on the same stems, and for 
this reason all who take pride in table decora¬ 
tion should sow a pinch of seed in the borders 
in April or May. If a further inducement 
were needed to recommend these blossoms, it 
is that they last a long time in a good condi¬ 
tion when cut,— Leahdrst. 


INDOOR PLANTS. 

NOTES ON GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 
Abutii.OX Boui.k de Neige. — I consider 
this the most valuable member of (he 
family. Like all the Abutilons, it requires 
a couple of years’ good culture before its 
decorative worth can be realised, for it 
blooms best on a foundation of old wood. 
Grown along freely from the cutting, nice 
plants In 0-inch jots will be obtained, and 
if these are pruned rather hard early In 
April and shifted later on into 8-inch lots 
they will make good specimens that will 
furnish an abundance of bloom in late 
autumn and early winter. Making a lot 
of rather coarse roots, the soil, however 
good, becomes exhausted before the grow¬ 
ing time is over, so that, unless food Is 
given in some form, there will be a certain 
amount of defoliation, which must exer¬ 
cise an influence on the growth of the 
plants and reduce their bloom-bearing 
capacity. There is another way. It may 
he planted out for the summer. I have 
grown Abutilons in this way, thus econo¬ 
mising labour. Planted out iu June in 
fairly rich ground, the plpnts need only an 
occasional watering, and will form hushes 
4 feet high by the end of the growing time. 
Lifted carefully in September and kept 
rather close for a time, they soon recover 
from the check. The blooms of Houle de 
Neige are very pure, and those who need 
white flowers for wreath-making would 
And them very serviceable. 

Cliantiius rusiCEtis is of easy culture 
and may be taken in hand by those who 
have had no great experience in plant cul¬ 
ture. Introduced to cultivation m„lS32, 
and a native of New Zealand, it was pro¬ 
bably popular in succeeding years, hut has 
not been much grown in my time. I have 
occasionally come across a plant which 
seemed to have been grown in a half¬ 
hearted way, and I grew it myself in 
Switzerland, where, I fancy, the hot sum¬ 
mers suited it, for it bloomed well. It 
does well in loam with a little leaf-soil, 
and should be stood in the open air from 
the end of June up to September, so that 
tile wood becomes thoroughly matured. 
Some probably have discarded this 
Cliantiius because the flowers were not in 
proportion to the head of foliage, but 
where this occurs there is some defect in 
the culture. The plants have either 
suffered from partial starvation or the re¬ 
potting has been too long deferred. The 
pots should be well filled with roots by the 
beginning of September, and if several 
doses of soot-water are then given, the 
foliage will take on a deep green tinge 
which enhances the decorative value of 
this plant. Plants which have come into 
8-ineli ikits may be maintained in good 
health for several years if well fed from 
Ihe time Lhey start into growth after 
blooming. z' "» 
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Hedaroma fuchsioides.— When I first 
grew this it went by the name of Geny- 
tyllis, which was changed to the one it now 
bears about fifty years ago. In those days 
it was frequently seen in the larger gar¬ 
dens, although it must be confessed that 
only a percentage of plant growers had per¬ 
fect: success. There is no great difficulty 
In the earlier stages of growth, the treat¬ 
ment given to Cape Heaths and New 
Holland plants generally being all that it 
requires. The trouble begins when it gets 
into what list'd to be called the half-speci¬ 
men stage. What causes an npitareally 
quite healthy specimen to wholly or par¬ 
tially collapse has baffled the best plant 
growers in the kingdom so long ns I can 
remember. Sometimes only a shoot or two 
dies, and the plant suivives with only some 
loss of symmetry, hut all too frequently 
the whole plant perishes. This occurs 
during the dull winter months, a plant 
that goes through December and January 
safely rarely suffering. There are two 
other plants that suffer in the same way, 
Erica Mason! and Acrophyllum veuosum, 
a fact which has always caused them to 
be rather scarce in the form of good-sized 
siiecimeiis. This Hedaroma cannot lie 
termed showy, but it possesses a certain 
amount ot quiet beauty and is one of those 
things that by reason of its being so dis¬ 
tinct from all other greenhouse plants is 
sure to attract attention. I do not advise 
Inexperienced amateurs to attempt the 
culture of things of this nature, but 1, 
think it a pity that those who have had 
years of practice in plant-growing should 
neglect these choice, hard-wooded things. 
The man who can produce a nice, healthy 
specimen of this Hedaroma shows his skill 
and has something to he proud of. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Cinerarias, then and now.— It is ques¬ 
tionable whether to-day anyone troubles to 
perpetuate Cinerarias from cuttings, as de¬ 
tailed in the issue of March 10th (p. 132), 
however beautiful the variety. It is possi¬ 
ble to have from seed a glorious show of 
these flowers, either in the dreary autumn 
days or in the spring. For blooming from 
November onwards it is best to sow 
Cinerarias in April, the compost best 
suited for them being one made, up of 
loam, leaf-mould, and sharp sand. The 
seed should be sown thinly and given 
gentle warmth. When the plants are well 
into their second leaf they may tie removed 
to thumb-pots, but to avoid a too dry state 
at the roots it is wise to partially plunge 
the pots in cocoa-fibre. For the final 
[Kitting an addition of old rotted manure 
should be made to the compost. Green fly 
Is one of the Cineraria’s worst enemies, 
and every effort ought to be made to grow 
the plants under the coolest conditions pos¬ 
sible. Their summer quarters should be 
a cold frame having a north aspect, each 
plant having plenty of room. In Sep¬ 
tember the plants should be removed to 
Ute greenhouse, but no extremes of tem¬ 
perature should he permitted; indeed, air 
must he given when the weather favours, 
and anything like a stuffy atmosphere 
avoided. Similar rules are necessary for 
plants for blooming in March and April, 
except that the seed may be sown at the 
end of June. The beautiful star-like 
forms have captivated even the most 
prejudiced. —Leahu rst. 

Early - flowering Pelargoniums. — These 
must be kept clear of fly by occasionally 
vaporising. Regular feeding at the roote in 
also imperative to obtain the best results, 
liquid manure and Clay's fertiliser being the 
best stimulants to use. As the plants come 
into bloom remove them to the greenhouse or 
conservatory. 
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SEAKALE PLANTING. 

Fon forcing. —To secure good results in 
the shajie of fine crowns for forcing next 
winter the root cuttings should be planted 
as early in April as circumstances per¬ 
mit. Some growers get the cuttings rooted 
beforehand when crowns are required for 
very early forcing, but with this excep¬ 
tion planting in the ordinary way suffices, 
and if the ground is in good heart very 
satisfactory results are obtained. The 
cuttings are best planted with a trowel, as 
the soil ean then tie closed in more firmly 
around them than when they are dibbled 
in. The to|>s of the cuttings must be left 
level with the surface of the ground, cover¬ 
ing each afterwards with a handful of 
finely-sifted cinder-ashes to ward off the 
attacks of slugs, which quickly devour the 
young shoots as they push up. The dis¬ 
tances to plant must be governed by the 
space at disposal, 18 inches apart iu the 
rows being none too much space if it can 
be spared, with the rows from IS inches to 
24 inches asunder. With good cultivation 
the plants will appropriate the whole of 
the simcc. 

Planting permanent beds. —Now is the 
time to plant cuttings to form permanent 
beds to yield outdoor supplies after 
forcing becomes unnecessary. These 
crowns require nothing more than to be 
covered with pots or something similar 
which will effectually exclude all light or, 
what is still better, mounds of tine soil or 
ashes, which effectually blanch the growths 
as they push up. The cuttings should be 
planted in groups, triangular fashion, 
9 Inches apart, with a distance of 3 feet 
between each group. The rows of groups 
should be from 3 feet to 4 feet apart, this 
being none too much space to accommodate 
the ashes or soil when not in use. In other 
respects plant and protect the cuttings as 
advised in the foregoing instance. H. N. 


GROWING VEGETABLES IN SHEDS. 

Adjoining a warehouse I hire Tuue a long elied 
with a glass roof. Would this make a suit¬ 
able place for growing Tomatoes, dwarf 
Beans, dwarf Peas, and Lettuces? Could you 
advise anything else I might grow fairly suc¬ 
cessfully, 6eeing it gets the sun all day long? 
I should be glad if yon would give me a few 
instructions as to the best way to go about it 
and the kind of soil to use and how high I 
should require the staging from the ground. 
There is no artificial heat.—H. J. Rickard. 


[The shed in question should, with a 
little attention, be made much more suit¬ 
able for the cultivation of Tomatoes than 
it now is. This would consist in taking 
down part of the front wall, i.c., the part 
facing south, and substituting glazed 
lights 3 feet in width for the brickwork. 
These could be hinged on to the gutter- 
plate. They can then be opened for the 
admission of air when required. With re¬ 
gard to the roof, we are assuming that 
this is supplied with ventilators. If wrong 
in our supposition you must take sters to 
rectify the omission even if the other 
structural alterations suggested are not 


u-ried out. It would, however, pay you 
I do as wo advise, as it would then 
irtually convert the shed into a cold 
reen house and prove more valuable. If 
lls is out of the question we think you 
■ould not succeed in growing anything of 
very profitable nature other than Torna- 
jcs in the structure, and for these you 
•ould, at any rate, require top ventilation, 
ltliough side or front ventilation in nddi- 
on would make success more certain. 
Ohs might have been tried earlier in the 
car, hut as the qcatcjin is so far advanced 
■ is now unnecessary to sow under_glass. 
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The same also applies to Lettuces. Climb¬ 
ing French Beans would, perhaps, succeed, 
but not the dwarf varieties. On the whole, 
Tomatoes w r ould, we think, prove the most 
remunerative crop under the circum¬ 
stances. As the floor of the shed is so far 
away from the roof, stages on w'hich to 
stand the pots or boxes for growing the 
plants in would be needed. That at the 
front should be 4 feet high and 3 feet wide. 
The back stage would be better suited to 
the inirxKise if stepped and consist of four 
tiers or steps 18 inches to 24 inches in 
width. This, if the shed is 15 feet in 
width—which detail you omit to mention 
—will allow for a footpath running from 
one end to the other some 4 feet in width. 
The plants grown on the front stage should 
b> trained to wires fixed under the roof 
mid distant at least 1 foot from it. The 
wires may extend 7 feet up the roof, but 
no further. The plants on the back stage 
should be trained vertically to Bamboo 
stakes, the latter to reach up to the roof. 
Whether pots or boxes are employed, the 
plants on the front stage should stand 
15 Inches apart and those on the back 18 
irelies apart. Oiien spaces would have to 
be left here and there to enable watering 
and the necessary attention to the plants 
being conveniently paid. Pots 12 inches in 
diameter would be tiie best size to use. If 
you prefer boxes these can be easily con¬ 
structed of boards 1 inch thick and 11 
inches wide. Holes must be provided in 
the bottom as outlets through which water 
may pass away quickly. Suitable compost 
should consist of two-thirds loam and one- 
tlird leaf-mould or old Mushroom bed 
manure. To this may he added a small 
quantity of burnt soil or wood ashes. 
Both pots and boxes should lie well 
drained. The receptacles should, when 
the plants are set out, be about three parts 
full, the space so reserved being for 
affording top-dressings later on.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Trenching. -The need for trenching is 
not so great as some would have us be¬ 
lieve. It is undoubtedly of much value to 
those who wish to produce exhibition vege¬ 
tables, but in these war times, when labour 
is so scarce, there is no time nor any 
need for trenching. Cases do not often 
occur, but they are on record, where in¬ 
discriminate trenching has led to un¬ 
expected results. In one garden in which 
I was once employed the gardener insisted 
on trenching a portion of ground intended 
for Peas. The top spit was put at the 
bottom, and the crude bottom brought to 
the surface. What happened was this. 
Peas were sown, but none grew, and until 
the soil was retrenched and the spits re¬ 
versed it remained unproductive. This 
same garden was capable of producing 
quite good crops by deep digging, and so 
are most gardens. Years ago the garden 
of which I now have charge was trenched 
for certain crops, and weeks were spoilt 
by the limited staff in this work. Wlmt 
unfortunately happened was that a goodly 
jortion of the vegetable ground was never 
dug at all. simply because the available 
hands could not cope with the work. Thus 
one portion, and a rather large portion, 
too, was starved for the sake of the 
smaller portion set apart Tor certain sjieci- 
iied crops. The consequence was there 
was no uniformity of crop, winter or sum¬ 
mer. Bearing these facts in mind, I have 
set myself against trenching vegetable 
ground when the produce is required for 
general use, and I can claim to have satis¬ 
fied all demands made both as to quality 
and quantity. I certainly advocate break¬ 
ing the surface as deeply as the spade ad¬ 
mits, which will all/W>of the burling of 
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any vegetable matter or animal manure 
applied. At the present time, when lads 
and women form so large a substitute for 
adult labour, the advocates for trenching 
will certainly be forced to modify their 
custom, indispensable though it might 
have appeared in the past.—W. S. 

Early plants for allotment holders.—I 
notice it is suggested that the glasshouses 
of the Corporation of Edinburgh be used 
during the coming spring for the supply 
of early plants, of Cabbages, etc., for the 
City allotment holders. This, I fear, 
would not prove an unmixed blessing, be¬ 
cause plants raised in such a way, unless 
very carefully hardened off and attended 
to after planting, are, ns every gardener 
knows, often disappointing. This would 
be so in tiie case of the average allotment 
holder, who, living very probably at some 
distance from his allotment, might not be 
able to devote the attention needful to 
such plants in their early stages. Never¬ 
theless, if the suggestion materialises, it 
will lie interesting to learn how the plants 
turn out. Certainly, given thorough har¬ 
dening and the necessary care in their 
initial stages, the earlier maturity of the 
crops would be of great value.—A Scotch 
Gardener. 

Beet Cheltenham Green-top _One would 

think, according to the ,way this variety 
of Beet is written about, that it is a new 
or comparatively new kind. That such is 
not the case is well known. I have known 
it and been aware of its superiority for 
tiie past twenty years and more. I think 
r am correct in saying that it was the lute 
Mr. G. YYythes, when living at Syon 
House, Brentford, who first drew public 
attention to the merits of Cheltenham 
Green-top Bdct, and to him the credit ! s 
dertalnly due of making it more widely- 
known. I cannot now remember tiie pre¬ 
cise particulars, hut think lie first became 
acquainted with it when living some years 
ago either in or near Cheltenham. That 
lie held it in high esteem was evidenced 
by the large breadths he grew of it.— 
A. W. 

Early or late Potatoes.— Tiie point made 
by “A. T. Johnson” (page 120) is worth 
considering, as tiie early Potato may prove 
more valuable than the late one under the 
present exceptional conditions. It would 
appear us if early Potatoes would be in 
demand, and there is every probability 
that tiie vastly increased area under culti¬ 
vation will tend to make Lite Potatoes 
comparatively plentiful if we have an 
average season. Those with gardens and 
allotments should, I think, plant a propor¬ 
tion of each. On tiie other hand, there is 
no doubt that a vastly greater amount of 
food can be secured from tiie late varie¬ 
ties, and that an excessive proportion of 
earlies may he wasteful. There is some 
risk in taking a second crop of early Pota¬ 
toes—which some people do—from tiie 
ground from which a crop lias just been 
lifted, as I had mine frosted one year. 
Still, it is worth while to risk this if the 
first crop can be lifted in July and the 
second one put in at once. Wore we 
assured that we would have a good autumn 
without early frosts we might plant for a 
second crop of Potatoes much more largely 
than we do.—A Scotsman. 

Dwarf Beans. —Witli a shortage of green 
crops through the severe winter every 
effort should be made to get these early. 
The most important tiling is to select a 
dwarf early kind, such as Ne plus Ultra 
or Osborne’s Forcing. Canadian Wonder 
-and Negro lamgiiod are too tall. Although 
good for the main crop they take from 
two to throe weeks longer to mature. A 
raised position on a warm, sunny border 
should be selected. If this can he done at 


the foot of a wall throw out a trench 
G inches deep and 2 feet wide. Place in 
this some light, rich soil. Fill the trench 
level, treading it firmly and returning the 
soil taken out. On this ridge plant the 
seeds 3 inches apart, removing every other 
one when strong.. Sow in the last half of 
April, protecting at night when above 
ground. Another way is to sow three seeds 
in a 4-iuch pot and stand in a cold frame, 
planting out at the end of May in good 
soil, protecting at night if cold. In my 
early days in a large garden in Wiltshire 
these were planted out iu a deep trench 
and covered at night. Those were cleared 
hi time to plant Celery in the trench—C. 

Staking Peas.— I agree with “W.” that 
the usual way of staking Peas is wasteful, 
and I found mysself in the same difficulty. 
Sticks, lasting only one year, make the 
crop come expensive, but I got over the 
trouble. Having a quantity of Bamboo 
canes, I placed them 10 Inches apart at an 
angle of about 50 dogs, on en’cli side of tiie 
Peas, thus forming a cage. The first cost is 
very little more than the ordinary sticks. 
The staking is easily and quickly done, it 
gives a neat appearance when finished, 
and the Peas are easily gathered. The 
stakes may be drawn as soon as the crop 
is gathered, tied into bundles, and stored. 
They last for many years; mine have been 
in use seven seasons, and will last seven 
more. Even when an end breaks off, they 
come into use for a Pea of shorter growth, 
for I hold that all Peas are the belter for 
some support—-they obtain more light, 
keep cleaner, do not get trampled on, and 
tiie ground may lie kept freer from weeds, 
r.et your readers try this system, and they 
will never buy more Pea-sticks.—F. Gif- 

liOHD. 

Small salad.—As Lettuces become scarcer, 
the demand for email salad increases, to meet 
which 6eed of both Mustard and Cress should 
be sown in pans or boxes according to the de¬ 
mand. and be raised -in heat. Once the seed has 
germinated greater progress and more satis¬ 
factory results follow if the boxes are moved 
into a' cooler house. If difficulty is experi¬ 
enced in getting the seed to germinate satis¬ 
factorily. well water the soil beforehand, and 
after sowing and making Ihe seed firm on tiie 
surface, cover down with slates or boards. An 
even germination should then take place in 
from two to three days.— A. W. 

Autumn-sown Onions.—With the old stock 
running short in so many instances, it behoves 
growers to plant out the largest of the above 
the first opportunity on a warm border. Lift 
carefully so that all roots poitsible shall be 
saved, and exercise equal care in planting, a 
trowel being the best implement to use for 
the purpose. The rows may stand 1 foot apart, 
and as the Onions will be used as soon as of a 
useful size, they may he planted 6 inches 
apart in the rows. The remainder of the 
plants can then be put out a fortnight or so 
Later.—A. W. 

Asparagus beds will he lightly pricked 
over with a digging-fork at the first favourable 
•opportunity. If any manure from the autumn 
dressing remains on the surface and is likely 
to retard the growth of the young shoots it 
should be removed and dug into the alleys in 
order to lighten the soil for next season’s 
covering. As digging proceeds, some of the 
lightest soil procurable from the alleys should 
be spread over the surface of the beds, until 
the crowns are 6 inches under the surface. 
The beds should then be lined out about 1 foot 
from the outside row of plants. 

Cauliflowers.—Sow at intervals seed of an 
early sort, like Early London, in a bouse or 
frame, or hotbed made up out-of-doors. 
Autumn Giant, too, should be sown for later 
use. At the same time keep in reserve a patch 
of ground for the early sort, and well manure 
it. Autumn Giant can be planted at a laler 
date between alternate rows of early Potatoes 
or dwarf early Peas. Early London will come 
o-n quickly if whptl (vda-hlpheJ it is helped 
with a little guano ahd liquid-manure occa¬ 
sion ally.— Woodbasi w:cE. ILLINOIS AT 
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GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. April 14, 1917 


FRUIT. 


BOT VINES. 

Tuf. berries in the bundles will now be 
sufficiently developed to Allow of the best 
being selected to form the croi>. The 
number to leave deiionds entirely on the 
length and vigour of the canes. We have 
never found it advisable to leave more 
than nine good-sized clusters on a cane, 
even when the canes have been extra 
strong and high cultivation given. As 
soon as the canes are relieved of the sur¬ 
plus bunches the berries in those retained 
will swell rapidly and need thinning. A 
top-dressing of rich compost should now lie 
given using good turfy loam enriched with 
a concentrated fruit manure and some 
lime rubble. Make it firm, and then 
a (ford water in a tepid condition. After 
the virtues of the artificial stimulant have 
been washed out, liquid-manure may be ap¬ 
plied up to the stoning period, when 
another toil-dressing will be required ns 
soon as stoning Is complete. Keep sub- 
lateral growths stopped, and with regard 
to non-fruiting laterals, allow these to ex¬ 
tend somewhat to encourage root action, 
but do not overcrowd the trellis. If it can 
be afforded, maintain a temperature of 
70 dogs, to 75 degs. by day and 05 degs. by 
night. Damping and syringing of- paths 
and walls must be regulated in accordance 
with outer climatic conditions. W. H. 


THE NAVEL ORANGE. 

Tins is ]s>rhaps the best in a commercial 
sense of all the sweet Oranges, and its 
cultivation is spreading so rapidly that it 
will before long replace most of the older 
varieties In the Orange groves of the 
world. According to Bulletin 445, pub¬ 
lished by tlie U.S.A. Department of Agri¬ 
culture, in California alone the Navel 
Orange produces an annual income of 
something like thirty million dollars. In 
Bahia, where the Navel Orange is sup¬ 
posed to have originated, there are about 
70,000 trees of this variety, one-third being 
in full bearing, one-third in the early stage 
of fruit producing, and one-third recently 
set out. 

There is some evidence that the Navel 
Orange originated not from a seed, but as 
a bud sport from a variety cultivated in 
Brazil under the name of Daranja selects, 
and known sometimes to produce fruits 
with the Navel character. The selecla 
Orange has long been grown in Brazil for 
its sujierior fruit, which is described as 
large, of first-rate flavour, little acidity, 
scarcely any pips, and of a deep yellow 
colour. The introduction of the Navel 
Orange into the United States is attributed 
to the late Mr. William Saunders, of the 
U.S.A. Department of Agriculture. He 
obtained young grafted trees of it from 
Bahia in 1809, two of which were sent to 
California, where they flourished and 
fruited. They were called the Riverside 
Navel Orange, and afterwards the Wash¬ 
ington Navel Orange. Other trees were 
sent to Florida, but they did not do so well 
as those in California, where, by the year 
1898, many thousands of acres had been 
planted with the Navel Orange, and up¬ 
wards of 2,000 airloads of fruit had been 
distributed in one year. The Bahia crop 
is consumed locally with the exception of 
what is sold to steamships calling at 
Bahia. The fruit is gathered fresh from 
the trees and tnkefi to the markets daily 
or peddled about the streets by natives. 
The trees arc said to be most productive 
when about forty years old, ns many as 
500 fruits having been gathered in one year 
from a -single tree. They arc at their best 


from December to April. The quality 
the fruit varies, tWfiFgrowti oi lhlih^I k 
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less acid and having a thinner peel than 
that grown in California. 

The best type of Navel Orange is about 
5 inches long and 4 inches in diameter; 
the skin is thin, fairly smooth, and rich 
yellow in colour when ripe; the flesh is 
very juicy ami sweet, with just sufficient 
acidity to make it agreeable; it contains 
no seeds (pips), but at the apical end there 
is a navel-like formation, the structure of 
which is as though a miniature Orange had 
developed in the top of the proper fruit. 
There is some resemblance in the Navel 
Orange to the Jaffa Orange, but the latter 
has a thick rind, contains seeds, and has 
no navel. In the opinion-of expert Orange 
growers in the States the best form of the 
Navel Orange is without a peer in the 
whole Orange tribe. The fruit always 
fetches a good price in the English mar¬ 
kets .—The Field. 

NOTES AND HEP DIES. 

Early Melons. —The plants will now he 
making good growth, and as soon as they 
have reached to about two-thirds the total 
width of the trellis pinch out the points 
to induce a free production of laterals. If 
these do not show for fruit ns freely as 
could be wished stop them. The succeed¬ 
ing laterals are usually very fruitful. In 
any case pinch the laterals at one leaf 
beyond the fruit and fertilise when the 
flowers on tlie apex of the latter are fully 
expanded about mid-day. The best re¬ 
sults are achieved when from four to six 
of these can be induced to ojien simul¬ 
taneously on each plant. A good crop is 
then more certain titan when the flowers 
open in a desultory fashion. Non-fruiting 
laterals may be retained if there is room 
to train them iu, but not otherwise, and 
stop them when they have made from 
three to four leaves. The plants, while in 
flower, should lie kept rather on the dry- 
side, as the fruits set more readily. When 
more than a sufficient number lias been 
secured to form tlie crop give the roots a 
good soaking of tepid water, after which 
stimulants may be applied whenever water 
is required. Top-dress the roots with 
turfy loam enriched with a due proiiortion 
of bone dust or a fruit manure, placing 
tills round about, the mounds of soil 
in which the plants are set out, but not on 
the top nor round the stems, otherwise 
canker will lie certain to follow.—H. N. 

Birds and fruit buds.— Much lias boon 
heard during the last few weeks ns to the 
havoc committed by pigeons on all green 
crops, and now, with tlie approach of 
better weather and plumping up of buds, 
those birds that strip the buds from 
Gooseberry and Currant bushes and Blums 
will have to lie reckoned with. It is cer¬ 
tain that the bullfinch is much more 
numerous in some districts than others, 
and where known to lie strongly in 
evidence the only real preventive is to 
cover wherever practicable. The draw¬ 
back to tlie preventive measure sometimes 
adopted in tlie way of a mixture of soot 
and lime, either dusted in a dry state on 
the bushes or after syringing them with 
soapy water, is that such applications have 
to be renewed occasionally after heavy 
rains. Cordon and bush riums can also 
receive net protection, hut standard trees 
have to shift as best they can. I have 
never found anything placed in the trees 
in tlie way of scarecrows have much effect 
in keeping away the bird?. It is now 
generally accepted that temiiornry protec¬ 
tion in the way of nets, alike for buds and 
later for fruit, is preferable to a fixed 
covering of wire netting, ns there are un¬ 
doubtedly 7 times when it is advisable io 
nllow tlie birds free access to the buslies.— 
E. B. 8., Hardwick. 


THE WEEK’S WORK. 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom April 2nd. but bubied in snow.— i'aj-i- 
Iraga apiculata, S. EHzabetha. S. eancta, S. 
Iioydi alba, S. liurscriana gloria, S. 1>. major, 
S. oppositifolia latina, S. < Jriesbachi , Cycla¬ 
men coum, Crocus (in variety), Chinodoxas (in 
variety), Scillas (in variety), Hcpaticas, SRow- 
drops (in variety). Winter Aconite, Erica 
carnea (in variety), E. mediterranea hybrida, 
E. lusitanica, Daphne mezereum. 

The week’s wobk.—O n April let we had a 
heavy fall of enow, on the 2nd 20 degs. of 
frost, followed by another fall of enow; in 
consequence, meet outdoor work is again at a 
standstill. Specimen plants grown in tube are 
being thoroughly overhauled. After the neces¬ 
sary pruning and cleaning is done the plants 
are top-dressed with good loam to which ha3 
been added a. little well-decayed manure. 
Anyone who lias not a greenhouse, but is in 
possession of si warm, dry shed from which 
frost can be excluded in the winter, may add 
much to the interest of his garden by grow¬ 
ing half-hardy plants in tubs. The main 
points to be careful about in this case are to 
have them removed before injured by early 
frosts and no-t put completely out-of-doors too 
early in the season. If the shed has some 
light from windows and means of ventilation 
in the late spring months, the following plants 
can be safely and well grown:—Abutiloue, 
Agapanthue, Brugmansiae, Acacia lophantha. 
Erythrina crietagalli, Myrtles, strong-growing 
Fuchsias, Cannas, Euonymus, and Hydran¬ 
geas. Petroleum barrels sawn in two make 
very suitable and inexpensive tubs. They can 
be painted any colour, the iron bands being 
painted another shade if desired. Whatever 
kind of plants are to be put in the tubs, they 
should, of course, be permanently planted. If 
proper drainage is given and the right kind of 
soil used, there will be no need to replant for 
three or four years at the least. After the 
first year the soil for an inch or two in depth 
should be carefully removed each spring and a 
good top-dressing of fresh soil afforded. Hardy 
Ferns will soon be pushing up their new 
fronds, and last year’s fronds may be re¬ 
moved at the first oi*portunity. If there are 
no bulbs growing among the Ferns the sur¬ 
face 6oil should be very lightly forked over 
and a good dressing applied. Most Ferns de¬ 
light in a heavy mulch of half-decaj'ed leave-3, 
which net only conserves the moisture, but 
also provides a good rooting medium. Most 
species may be transplanted with safety at 
the present time. In making a new fernery 
it is advisable to select, as far as possible, a 
fairly moist and partially shaded spot. For 
the majority of Ferns d good loam, mixed 
with a little leaf-mould and some broken sand¬ 
stone to keep the soil porous, will prove a 
suitable compost. Ample room should be 
given (to allow the strong growers to develop. 
As soon as the soil is in a suitable condition 
the planting of Gladioli should no longer be 
delayed. Preparation of the ©oil in autumn 
or winter and an open situation are of the 
utmost importance. A deep, loamy soil, not 
too heavy, is the most suitable for Gladioli, 
but almost any soil can be made to answer 
by the addition of suitable materials. Thus, a 
light soil may be made suitable by placing a 
thick layer of rotten cow manure a foot below 
the surface; and a heavy, retentive loam may 
be brought to the proper ©tat© by the ad¬ 
mixture of lighter* material. The ground 
having been prepared, if ©lump* are -to be 
planted, With a good trowel take out the soil 
to a depth of 6 inches or 7 inches for each 
corm, then put in about 2 inches of mixed 
©and and wood ashes, lay the roots upon this, 
and carefully cover with fine soil. If it is in¬ 
tended to plant in rows, draw a deep drill 
with a hoe, at the bottom place the sand and 
wood ashes. Place the roots at regular 
distances apart, and lightly return the top-, 
soil. When -the operation is completed the 
crown of the corm should be 4 inches below 
the surface. Water must be freely and regu¬ 
larly given during dry weather, eitfier in the 
morning or evening, and a mulch of old 
manure will be beneficial and prevent eva¬ 
poration. Many herbaceous plaut© can be pro¬ 
pagated at this season w ith better results than 
in autumn. Phloxes root readily"-, if taken 
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when about 3 inches long, inserted in pots of 
sandy soil, and placed in a warm frame, and 
if planted out during summer will make fine 
strong plants for flowering next season. The 
old plants, too. are benefited by the removal 
of a few of theee shoots for cuttings, as the 
growths in any case would require thinning 
out later on if fine spikes are to be expected. 
Any eoarce variety of Michaelmas Daisy that 
ii required in quantity can be readily in¬ 
creased in the came manncy. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall Cardens, Oundle. Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Planting Peas.—So soon as milder weather 
6ets in the planting of Peas raised in pots, 
boxes, ajid on turves should be carried out. 
As they must o-t once be protected, the neces¬ 
sary number of stakes, with a good quantity, 
of spray, to place between them to break the 
force of cold winds should be prepared before¬ 
hand. New ©takes, when they can be had, are 
best for early Peas, and in trimming and 
topping the boughs as carted in from the 
wooda a great deal of spray results, which 
should b© reserved for the purpose already 
mentioned. A warm position is, of course, 
essential, and the planting should be care¬ 
fully done, breaking the balls in the case of 
pot-grown plants a6 little as possible. Plants 
grown in narrow boxes can, if one end is 
taken out, be slid dlreot into continuous shal¬ 
low. trough-like trenches opened out to the 
requisite length beforehand. When raised on 
turves, three lines of plants on each turf, the 
rows can be separated with the aid of a turf 
cutter. Then plant each portion in its en¬ 
tirety. In every cose draw soil up to the 
plants on either side of the rows before stak¬ 
ing them. With the soil in its present moist 
condition no watering will be nececseary for 
come time to come. Broad Beans, if well hard¬ 
ened. may be planted after the Peas have 
been got out. 

Bowing small seeds.--These who have been 
handicapped through a lack of frames or 
greenhouses in which to raise Leeks, Cauli¬ 
flowers. Cabbage, Lettuce, and 60 on under 
glasj must endeavour to make up for lost 
time by sowing all these at once in a warm, 
sheltered spot, pricking out and forwarding 
the plants a a much as possible directly they 
are in fit condition for handling. The soil 
should be in a high state of fertility, when 
growth, aided by warm suushiiie, will be quick. 
Sow in drills drawn 9 inches apart, and pro¬ 
tect from birds either with guards or netting. 

Outer Vino borders.— 1 There should be un¬ 
covered. and. after removing all the smaller 
particles with a rake from the surface— i.e., 
when the covering consists of long litter or 
leaves—drees the border with a concentrated 
fertiliser, using no more in all oases than the 
quantity prescribed by the vendors. This 
should be pricked in with a fork. If no top- 
dreco.ing wa3 done last autumn, an effort to 
rectify the emission should be made now. 
The exhausted surfac©scil should be pricked 
up with a fork to a depth of 3 inches and 
taken away, unless roots are present in such 
numbers as to render its removal to this depth 
dangerous. The old soil should be replaced 
with new loam of the best quality, and with 
it mix the usual ingredients, such as lime 
rubbish, wood ashes, a modicum of burnt soil, 
adding the artificial manure to it when about 
to apply the compost. If horse-droppings are 
plentiful, a light mulching of the same may 
be given on the completion of top-dressing, 
otherwise the surface is beat left bare for the 
euns rays to warm the soil until hot weather 
arrives. 

Creeper pruning. A start should be made 
with thi -5 kind of work. Wistarias need spur- 
pruning if not attended to last autumn, while 
Honeysuckles and Jessamines—particularly the 
winter-flowering variety of the latter—need 
thinning and shortening back. In the last- 
named instance to procure a good number of 
young shoots to furnish blossoms next winter. 
If not already done, Chimonanthus fragrans 
should bo ©purred in. Clematises pruned ac¬ 
cording to their needs or live section to which 
they belong Individually, Oca no thus should 
hare last year’s flowering wood cut out and a 
general thinning if jjeceeeary. The tjes ip all 
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cases should be examined and made good 
where required. Omitting to do this now oft- 
times results in much trouble and annoyance 
later on in the season. Magnolias require 
much care in this direction, os the foliage, 
being large and heavy, a whole branch or 
number of branches may later on, through 
the action of rough winds, give way and fall to 
the ground. As a rule, this shrub requires 
little or no pruning. The covering material 
afforded Myrtles, Pomegranates, scented Ver¬ 
benas, and other tender things may be dis¬ 
pensed with in so far that nothing but the 
mats remain. Whatever is necessary in the 
way of thinning out and pruning may be car¬ 
ried out and the mats returned until it is safe 
to remove them altogether. 

Wall-trained Roses. -The pruning of these 
may be safely undertaken now, after which 
whatever is found necessary in the shape of 
nailing or tyiqg should at once be done. The 
pruning must be done according to the re¬ 
quirements of the section or class of Rose to 
which each may belong. 

Roses on arches and pillars.—These, too, 
should be thinned and shortened back to 
where the wood is sound and well ripened, 
and then tied anew. Overcrowding in the case 
of rambling varieties like Mrs. W. J. Flight. 
Dorothy Perkins—in fact, all which usually 
make a large amount of new growth-should 
be avoided, otherwise when flowering time 
arrives their beauty i6 greatly impaired. 

Hybrid Brier hedges.—All dead wood should 
be cut out, the weak growths cut back to three 
or four buds, and the stronger wood, after 
being shortened, tied in to fill up vacancies. 
If not requred for this, they, too, may be 
spurred in. Hedges grown on this principle 
flower with great freedom every year. 

Nut bower or walk.—When grown and 
trained overhead to form a covered way. Fil¬ 
berts and Cobnuts will yield a fair crop each 
year, while a charming adjunct to the garden 
results. The ground beneath the trees can. 
with the assistance of Snowdrops, Crocuses, 
Daffodils, Squills, etc., be made to look very 
beautiful in the spring. The trees now need 
a general look over, when dead wood must be 
got rid of, as well as suckers at the base and 
sappy sprays on the branches. Fruiting wood, 
which is now distinguishable, should be short¬ 
ened to a bud above where <the female flowers 
are situated, and cut back unfruitful wood 
closer than this. If not yet sufficiently rigid 
to remain in position where branches are 
trained overhead to form a living arch, ex¬ 
amine the ties and make good such as require 
it. 

Shrub and tree planting.—This kind of 
work ha3 been pursued under great difficul¬ 
ties during the past month, so that there yet 
remains some small amount of it yet to be 
done before it can l>o brought to a close for 
the season. 

Fruit-trees newly-planted.—Trees which 
were planted in the autumn may now receive 
what pruning they require, after which they 
should, in the case of trees for training on 
walla, be nailed or tied in. Pyramid, bush, 
and standard trees should be finally and se¬ 
curely tied to stakes well driven into the sub¬ 
soil. The pruning of trees planted towards the 
close of the year and since should be left over 
till next autumn. 

Apricots. These must be carefully looked 
after if blinds are used to protect the blooms 
from frost. The trees should not be uncovered 
when bright mornings succeed frosty nights 
until the blooms have thawed ou-t—i.c., until 
about 10 a.m. or thereabouts. If exposed to 
bright sunlight while in a frozen state the 
majority will succumb, but if shaded so that 
the thawing is gradual many may then escape 
injury. When protected with netting only, 
the risk iu case of sharp frost occurring is 
then naturally greater. The blinds should be 
lowered early' in the afternoon when there is 
presage of frest, as the heat absorbed by the 
brickwork during the day is (to a certain ex¬ 
tent conserved, and given off in a gradual 
manner during the night. 

Chrysanthemums. The potting of late- 
flowering decorative varieties is still going 
forward and will be persevered with until con¬ 
cluded. As fast as they are potted, the plants 
are put into a cold pit and kept close for a 
few days, 


Bedding plants.—Such as are sufficiently 
well rooted will now bo moved into cooler 
quarters with a view to eventually hardening 
them off. Violas. Veronica*, Calceolarias, Pent- 
stemons, etc., should be freely aired whenever 
the weather will allow. 

Eucharis amazonica. - Plants in need of re¬ 
potting should be looked to now, first giving 
them a thorough cleaning, mealy-bug being 
very partial to them. If bulb-mite is found 
present when shaking out is done, wash the 
bulbs and roots thoroughly clean in warm 
water, and then dip them in' a solution of 
some approved insecticide. Where they have 
to be treated thus drastically the plants 
should, if possible, be placed where they will 
experience a certain amount of bottom heat 
to start them into growth again. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Grafting fruit-trees.—Healthy trees of in¬ 
ferior and out-of-date varieties make excellent 
stocks for regrafting with more suitable sorts. 
It is only when the sap commences to rise that 
a speedy and successful union between stock 
and scion can be secured. Where this work is 
to be carried out no time should be lost in 
making the necessary preparations. It is 
moot important that the stocks be sound, 
clean, and healthy. Trees headed down at the 
time of winter pruning should be cut back a 
few more inches whenever the sap is rising to 
enable the grafts to be inserted in sound bark. 
There are many methods of grafting, but in 
private gardens those generally adopted are 
the crown or wedge grafting for large trees 
and whip grafting for smaller shoots or young 
stocks. The soions, which should have been 
cut some time previously and laid in a cool, 
shady place to keep the buds dormant, must 
be prepared with a sharp knife, making the 
graft 6 inches to 8 inches long, retaining 
three or four buds on the upper part. See 
that the bark of the scion and stock fit closely 
on one side at least, secure them with raffia, 
and thoroughly smear over the part with 
grafting-wax or clay, whichever is used. Graft¬ 
ing-wax may be bought ready for use, and is 
perhaps the most convenient material. Watch 
the grafts closely during drying winds for the 
first signs of cracking in <the clay or wax. 
Cracks may be closed in the ca»'/e of the clay 
by damping it and squeezing together by the 
hand; or with wax, filling the crevice with 
fresh material. 

Vines.—Constant attention i-3 now necessary 
in the vineries with the tying and stopping of 
the young shoots and thinning of the bunches. 
Cold currents of air must be avoided. Allow 
the temperature to rise considerably with oun 
heat, maintaining an equable atmospheric 
moisrture. In the earliest houses, where the 
fruit is swelling, liberal applications of liquid- 
manure will be required, as ill nourished 
Vines are liable to atta-cks of red spicier and 
other pests. 

Vegetable garden.—Work in this depart¬ 
ment will now be pressing, both as regards 
planting the crops and attending to those 
already planted. Much depends on the loca¬ 
lity, the nature o-f the soil, and the weather, 
but no opportunity should now bo misled, 
especially on heavy land, when it is in a work¬ 
able condition of getting in the various seeds, 
plants, etc. The serious damage done to the 
ground by working on it when in a moist and 
soft condition can hardly bo over-estimated; 
but when, as sometimes is the case, we have a 
number of wet days, the difficulty can partly 
be got over by using light boards for walking 
on. The ground between the rows may be 
lightened by pointing over with a fork later 
on. 

Winter Greens, such as Broccoli, Brussels 
Sprouts. Kales, and Savoys should now be 
sown. It is a good plan to make two sowings 
of these, the first about April 10th and another 
towards the end of the month. Everything 
depends upon the weather and the locality as 
to which of the resulting plants will be best- 
for disposing in permanent quarters, and n* 
the seed bed takes up but little room, I con¬ 
sider it is a good policy to adopt this system 
generally. 1 much prefer raising these on 
6ma-ll beds, sowing thinly broadcast, rather 
than in drills, and if the young plants are not 
overcrowded it will be quite unnecessary to 
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prick out. Choose a piece of ground which liae 
not been occupied with the Braseica family 
for at least twelve months. Especially does 
this apply when the ground is at all likely to 
produce clubbing, as this is frequently con¬ 
tracted when the plants are in the seed bed. 
Strew the surface with finely-sifted cinder and 
wood ashes, and add a little fine soil on etiff 
land. Securely protect against small birds, 
for where greenfinches abound, they are cer¬ 
tain to find the seed out and in a very short 
time clear it. Small meshed garden netting 
stretched tightly about a foot from the sur¬ 
face is the most suitable for this purpose. 
Continue to prick cut Brussels Sprouts, Cab¬ 
bages, Cauliflowers, and early Broccoli which 
have been raised under glass on warm, 
sheltered borders as they become ready. 

Turnips.—Sow a good breadth in a warm 
situation. Scatter -the seeds thinly in shallow 
drills made 15 inches apart. Thin the seed¬ 
lings immediately they are large enough to 
handle, and dust them frequently with soot 
to ward off attacks of the Turnip-fly and slugs. 
It may be necessary to protect the seeds from 
birds. White Milan and Snowball are suitable 
varieties. 

Beetroot.—A small sowing of Crimson Globe 
should be made in a sheltered position, but the 
main sowing may be left for several weeks. 

Chicory.—No one should fail to grow this 
when salads are in demand during winter, as 
it is not only easily cultivated and blanched, 
but it forms a splendid substitute for Endive, 
which is often none too plentiful during mid¬ 
winter. Make two or three sowings—the first 
now—on deeply cultivated soil. Bow in shallow 
drills 1 foot apart, and thin the plants to the 
same distance. 

Seakale may at this season be easily 
blanched where it grows by placing sifted 
eo-al-ashes over the crowns abo-ut 1 foot deep. 
60 as to exclude the light. Seakale obtained 
in this manner is of excellent quality. The 
earliest plants of 

Tomatoes are well advanced, arid require to 
bo top-dressed and afforded occasional appli¬ 
cations of manure water to ensure thejr finish¬ 
ing a good crop. Exj>cse the fruits td the sun 
and light as much ah possible, and remove all 
surplus shoots as 6 O 011 as they appear. Toma¬ 
toes are sometimes infested with a 6inall, white 
fly. and when once it becomes established it is 
difficult to get rid of. On its first appearance 
fuinigato several nights in succession with 
nicotine compound. One or two applications 
are of little use. for many insects are merely 
intoxicated and rise again next day. The 
diseases which frequently give much trouble 
both in relation to the fruit and foliage are 
caused principally by too moist and stagnant 
an atmosphere, and a-3 prevention is better 
than cure, every care should be taken to pre¬ 
vent its making an appearance by a free cir¬ 
culation of air. Successional plants are potted 
on as they become ready and kept as sturdy 
as possible. F. W. Gallop. 

SCOTLAND. 

Celery trenches.—During the week'a couple 
of Celery trenches have been opened. There is 
not now. I think, the same insistence upon 
having these as deep as was at one time the 
case. Certainly, there seemed to be little 
reason in throwing out all the good soil and 
potting out the plants in cold and, perhaps, 
poor subsoil, which, however well manured, 
was not favourable for rooting. Trencher 
about 18 inches in depth are quite suitable, 
and the stalks can be quite easily moulded up 
above the level till the required blanch is ob¬ 
tained. After the soil is thrown out to the 
depth indicated, a good allowance of well- 
rooted manure is worked into the bottom of 
the trenches, and over this about 4 inches of 
finely-sifted soil are placed. The bottoms of 
the trenches form a very useful and suitable 
bed for many of the hardier plants used for 
summer planting until the beds or borders are 
at liberty for their reception. Thus, Pent- 
sternons of the Gem types. Calceolarias, hardy 
Chrysanthemums, Tufted Pansies, Mar¬ 
guerites,' and similar things will do excellently 
in these trenches, and will make robust plants, 
which can be lifted with good balls when the 
time comes. Further, by utilising the trenchee 
in this way space,is made dA cold-frames for 
les* hardy tjijnu-e. do the rkl|es need to 
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lie idle. Early Turnips may be sown upon 
them, French Beans raised in pots may be 
grown very well, or a crop of Lettuces or of 
early Cauliflowers may be taken. An alter¬ 
native crop is seedling plants of Braesicas 
generally. All of these will be cleared off 
before the soil is required in autumn for 
blanching. 

Maincrop sowings of Celery of all kinds 
were made in the course of the week, these 
being sown in pans and given a moderate heat. 
Early pricking off is desirable, and from the 
day the seed is sown until the plants are ready . 
to go out, no lack of moisture is permissible. 
Out-and-in watering has. I am convinced, more 
to do with premature bolting than any other ; 
cause. At the same time, Celeriac was sown. 
It is curious that this easily-grown and useful 
winter vegetable is not more popular. The 
culture ia identical with tliat of Celery, save 
that after planting on the level, no work in 
the way of earthing up is needful. 

Late Celery.—A considerable amount of 
Celery is yet available, and. despite the severe 
winter, it has kept well. The plants have all 
been lifted, and, without any trimming of the 
roots, but after any decayed outside leaves 
have been removed, they are stored in sand 
till required in a cool shed. Celery will keep 
for a considerable time in this way, and is 
always in request for stewing or flavouring. 

Potato planting.—In the earlier part of the 
week the soil dried up rapidly, and further 
progress was made with planting Potatoes. 
The varieties dealt with included Puritan and 
Sir John Llewellyn, both profitable kinds. 

Onions.—The planting of autumn - sown I 
Onions has been completed. These came I 
through the severe winter in a very satisfac¬ 
tory way. Rather closer planting than is 
usual has been practised—not as regards the 
distance between the lines, which remains at 
14 inches, but between the plants, which were 
put out at intervals of 6 inches. The shortage 
of Onions has led to this course being adopted, 
and alternate plants will be drawn for use 
when ready. 

Turnips and Carrots.—It is too early in our 
climate to sow with prospects of success; but 
it is always worth while risking small quanti¬ 
ties of seeds for early crops. White Stone 
Turnip and Early Horn Carrot are preferred 
at this time, and in order to keep seed-eating 
bird6 from doing damage the seeds of Turnips 
are damped and rolled in red lead previous 
to sowing. A sheltered .position is given to 
tlieso early sowings of Turnips and Carrots. 

Parsley.—A considerable breadth of Parsley 
was likewise got out at the same time. Owing 
to the abnormal winter. Parsley ia scarcer 
than has been the case for many years, and a 
box or two of young plants is being hurried 
on in heat. From sowings under glass in a 
general way, 1 prefer plants which have been 
brought on in a cold-frame for potting out, as 
I think they do not run to seed so quickly as 
when grown on in heat. 

Roots in store—Towards the end of the 
week the work out-of-doors was again inter¬ 
rupted by a snowstorm of some severity, and 
advantage was taken of this to overhaul the 
roots in the store. Potatoes, of which there is 
still a good quantity, now begin to sprout, 
and these sprouts were cleaned off, and any 
damaged or diseased tubers thrown out at the 
same time. Turnips—or, rather. Swedes—are 

keeping well, as are Parsnips, while there yet 
remain plenty of Beets. At this season of I 
the year, however, it is essential that all root 
crops in store be li>oked over at frequent 
intervals, for decay is liable to set in. and one 
bad root if not speedily removed is apt to 
spread contamination. 

Jerusalem Artichokes. Where Potatoes are 
scarce the value of the so-called Artichoke is 
considerable, and as it is not so particular in 
respect of soil as the tnore tender Potato, 
more use might be made of it. This tuber is 
frequently relegated to any out-of-the-way 
corner in the garden, and. even so, yet gives 
fairly good returns. If treated more gener¬ 
ously, the crop will be not only bulkier, but 
individual tubers will be larger and of better 
flavour. Now is a good time to make fresh 
plantations. Allow at least 3 feet between the 
rows and 15 inches between the sets. The 
white variety is much superior in all respects 
to the older purple Artichoke. Generally, the 


tubers are lifted and etored, but here I have 
never found it needful to do eo. 

Liliums for autumn use in the greenhouse 
or conservatory should now be potted up. 
Single bulbs of L. auratum in 8-inch pots are 
useful in many ways, but if good, bold masses 
be required, four bulbs in a 10-inch pot will 
produce the desired effect. The various forme 
of L. speciosum, especially the variety known 
as Melpomene, are highly decorative in early 
autumn, and the ordinary L. splendens i© not 
without value. These give height on the stag¬ 
ings until it is time to house the earliest 
Chrysanthemums. In potting, do not fill the 
pot more than half full, and cover with Cocoa- 
fibre or Moss until growth is well visible. 
Water sparingly until then, and when the 
roots show at the junction of the tuber and 
the stem, topdress the plants and give an in¬ 
creased allowance of moisture. At all stages 
of their growth it is advisable to grow Liliums 
with as little artificial heat as possible, for 
they are peculiarly susceptible to attacks of 
aphis. On the first signs of this, vaporising 
must be seen to. 

Hardy fruit-trees on walls.—The buds are 
now visibly advancing, and preparations for 
protecting the bloom should be made in ad¬ 
vance. Many pin their faith to double or 
treble thicknesses of netting, but the drawback 
in using this material is that it must remain 
over the trees whether there is froet or not. 
I prefer to make use of large sheets of Hes¬ 
sian. such as can be cheaply obtained in 
drapery establishments. These sheets are 
quickly fitted with loops, by means of which 
they can be hung to nails or spikes in the 
walls. They can be easily removed during 
sunny days, and equally readily replaced 
should frost threaten at night. Bp nice tips, 
too, are very handy, and if tucked in among 
the branches when the trees are in bloom ,they 
will make very valuable protectors. These 
tips are very useful in the case of Apple-trees, 
and their use at a critical period may mean 
all the difference between success and failure. 

Digging.—Before the snowfall much pro¬ 
gress was made with the turning over of 
vacant quarters. To make up arrears, during 
favourable weather every available spade is 
concentrated on this work, and it is hoped to 
finish when the soil is once more in a work¬ 
able state. W. McQuffoo. 

Balmae Gardens, KirJccudbrioht. 


BEES. 

rROFIT IN BEES. 

A direct annual cash profit of at least 
30s. on every 2 square yards of ground, 
with practically no labour, is a fact which 
can be agreeably proved by everyone who 
has the necessary 2 square yards, a hive 
of bees, and tin average amount of adapta¬ 
bility. 

The mere mention of bees, however, is 
usually enough to cause people to reject 
this handsome profit. Such is the stupid 
result of ignorant prejudice against the 
inoffensive, honey-making bee. And what 
a vast amount of prejudice there is against 
this ideal of industry and this mountain of 
profit, the bee! 

Whenever I suggest bee-keeping to an 
ordinary fellow-creature he retorts, with 
a sort of pitying smile, “ Oh, I’ve no time 
for bee-keeping.” 

That’s Just it. This occupation is exactly 
suited to the busy man, because, compara¬ 
tively speaking, it takes no time. Except 
on few occasions all work can be easily 
done at odd times after the usual duties 
are over. Think of the lialf-liours wasted 
over the daily paper, those times when you 
read a deal of what is not worth the time 
occupied. IIow much better to be profit¬ 
ing yourself by doing something for your 
bees—fixing foundation, making a crate, 
or pleasantly dipping into a book on the 
subject. Bee-keeping is just the cult for 
odd ‘half-hours, except, of course, at that 
delightful lraivest season, when you are 
bathed in the aroma of the liopev voq arc 
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Another matter which annoys tne Hast 
expression is that people should object to 
bee-keepftig “ because it costs so much.” 
A great rush is being made to poultry just 
now. Compare the cost of commencing 
poultry with that of starting bees. By 
the time roosting-bouse, scratehing-pen, 
and fowls have bben bought, and food- 
buying has begun, a big hole has beer, 
knocked in a £10 note. Ohe-i[unrter of 
tills would easily .set you lip with two 
hives of bees, and you won't have to run 
out in ail weathers to feed them with ex- 
pensive food. Bees feed themselves and 
you don't have to pay for their food. It 
is true that only once a year you see your 
return, but usually that is a satisfactory 
one, and honey keeps better than eggs—if 
you let it. It will also sell as well. It is 
splendidly nourishing, too. Another fool¬ 
ish; thoughtless objection is that bees are 
a lot of trouble. Again compare the 
“ twice-a-day ” care which poultry de¬ 
mand with the “odd half-hour” now and 
then which bee-keeping claims, and most 
of it indoors. I know a working gardener, 
with all day employment a mile away from 
his home, who is not only a very successful 
bee-keei>er with seven hives, but who can 
also find time' to attend to three or four 
other people's hives as well. 

The most suitable time to begin is, witli 
a stock, now before the middle of April, 
or, with a swarm, in May or early June. 
A talk with a local bee-keepter, and a text¬ 
book to read, will set you right at first. 
Most books are good, but begin witli a 
simple short one, sucli as “ Bees for Profit 
and Pleasure,” Is., or “ Modern Bee¬ 
keeping,” 6d. The ever-opieu book of ex- 
pierience will rapidly work wonders. 

In conclusion, bees provide valuable 
food, occupy little space, are worth loads 
of manure to fruit-trees, call for no atten¬ 
tion at all during several months, cost 
surprisingly little to start and maintain, 
ate practically self-supporting, and gener¬ 
ally repay, when established, at the 
gigantic rate of 000 pier cent., at least, in 
honey alone. B. It. II. 


Bees.—I feel sure that many, like myself, 
will welcome back to Gardening Illustrated the 
" Bee column.” Considering (apart altogether 
from their value as food producers) the im¬ 
mense service which bees render to fruit¬ 
growers. they .certainly deserve a corner in 
gardening papers. The writer of the recent 
notes very evidently knows his subject, his 
remarks being altogether more interesting and 
readable than those of the professional expert, 
who at times writes in a perfunctory way. 
Those of us who like to spend a leisure hour 
among the hives would willingly have more of 
these notes.— A Scottish Gardener. 




■s/ Slugs 
Slugs 


“SANITAS” POWDER 

will rid your Garden of Slugs and 
protect your Seeds and Plants from 
other pests such as Wonus, Rats, 
Mice, Sparrows, Cats, &c. 


Leaflet and Free Sample 
with instructions Free. 

6d.& l/-Tins& 15/- per Cwt.o.or. London) 
of all Chemists. Stores and Nurserymen. 

THE “SANITAS” CO.,Ltd. 

Limehouse, London, E. 
Awarded Medal at Royal Horticultural 


CORRESPONDENCE. . names op plants and fruits. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Sweet Peas—planting out the earliest 
batch of plants (Tom). —Seeing that you oom- | 
menced operations, under glass so early as 
January last, and have been growing on your I 
plants steadily since, and assuming they are | 
now nicely hardened off in cold-frames, you 
need not hesitate to commence planting into 
their flowering quarters as opportunity offers 
Begin by planting in the warmer quarter of 
the garden first, as we are sure to have many 
unpleasant nips of frost, besides experiencing 
cold and cutting winds, within the next week 
or two. Six or eeven plants in each pot; as you 
eay you have, should enable you to develop 
large, bushy clumps in the flowering season. 
Before planting take out the soil to the depth . 
of about 18 -inches, and then fill in to the sur- | 
face with some good manure. Tread the 
manure in firmly, and cover this with about | 
6 inches to 8 inches of soil. Plant in this, fill 
ing in the soil almost to the surface, leaving 
a basin-like cavity for watering. Large pots 
in case of frost should be placed over the 
planj6 during the night. 

Fuchsia for sheltered corner (H.). —If you 
have room at the start you should try the 
following three kinds, which represent the 
hardiest types of this family: cocc.inea, | 
globosa, and the well-known Riooartoni, which j 
is that most often employed. The others are 
very beautiful, too, and the first perhaps the 
most hardy. It is not often the plants are I 
killed outright. Even though the tons are cut 
down the roots break, up again. If your soil 
is badly drained, dig out a couple of feet and 
put in brickbats for drainage to the extent of 
9 inches. Then lighten the soil with sand and 
grit and leaf-eoil, and plant early in May. For | 
winter protection Cocoanut-fibre or coal ashes 
are good, or a barrowload of dry Oak or Beech , 
leaves. 

VEGETABLES. 

Rhubarb (E. 1). D.). —We advise you to ob¬ 
tain roots of both Hawkes’ Champagne and , 
Victoria Rhubarbs. The former is the earlier | 
and has stem3 of rich deep red colour, and is 
practically the best early Rhubarb in cultiva¬ 
tion, and Victoria 'is the best main crop 
variety. If rather later than the other, it is 1 
stronger, and produces stems in great abund¬ 
ance throughout a long season when the roots 
are strong. You should plant roots at once in 
deeply trenched and well manured ground— 
that is, assuming that the soil is in working 
condition. If very wet, then wait a little time 
until lit gets drier. Put out in rows fully 1 
4 feet apart, and the plants 3 feet apart in the 
rows. 


Names of plants.— T. 0. C. —1, Eupatorium 
vernale; 2, Eupatorium petiolare; 3, Salvia 
gesneraeflora; 4, Isoloma hiirsuta. 


Seed Potatoes. —We have been informed 
by Mr. W. A. Ellis, Official Receiver in 
Bankruptcy, 3, Manor Place, Sunderland, 
that the firm of Heilley, Welsh and Com¬ 
pany, lately carrying on business in New- 
castle-upon-Tyiie, which has been adver¬ 
tising seed Potatoes for sale, is unable to 
fulfil its obligations. Persons, therefore, 
who have placed their orders with Hod ley, 
Welsh and Company should take immedi¬ 
ate stops to obtain supplies elsewhere, and 
advise Mr. Ellis of the amount of any 
claim they may have against the firm 
named, and when cheques were forwarded. 


PANSY 


(Velvet 

Monarch.) 


The largest Pansy in cultivation; blooms 3 to 4 in. 
across; marvellous colours ami markings. Plant now 
lo have enormous blooms soon. Large plants, full 
of buds, 50, 1b. 9d. ; 100, 3s. Carriage paid. 


H, REEVES, Nurseryman, Sturry, Canterbury. 


ROSES! ROSES!! 


CLEARANCE SALES. 
In all very best kinds 
Carriage paid for cash. 
6 choice Standard Roses, 8s. 12 hardy Hush Roses, 5a. 6<1. 

6 grand Teas, or hybrid Teas. 4s. 6 best new Roses, 4s. 6 d. 
6 best assorted Ramblers, 3s. 6 finest climbing Rob s, 3s. 6tl. 
6 dwarf Polyanlha and monthly Roses, 3s. 6 beautiful 

yellow Roses, 4s. Weeping Standard Roses, beat kinds, 3 to 
5 ft. and 6 and 7 ft. stems, 2*., 2a. 6d., snd 3s. 6d eich. Large 
stock of Fruit Trees, Hush Fruits, Shrubs, Nursery stock of 
all descriptions. Plant now. Catalogue and Lists free. 
Established over 50 years.- JAMES WALTERS, Mount 
Hartford Nurseries, Exeter. 

NON-POISONOTJS. 


KEEP YOUR PATHS CLEAN 

WITH * r 

McDOUGALLS 

WEE D KIL LER. 

WRITE FOR PRICES AND NAME 
OF LOCAL DEALER TO 

McDougaJI Bros. Ltd., Port St., Mtnchestcr. 


G ERANIUMS, autumn - rooted. — Pau 
Cram pel, 2s. 3d. dor..; 12s. 6d. 100. Single Jacoby (crim 
son), King of Denmark (double salmon), Is. 9d. dnz ; 10s 
100. Ivy-leaf Mine. Orousse (light pink), C. 'J urner (deep 
pink). Is. 6*1. dor.. Choice named greenhouse var., 3s. do/.. 
—GEQI 1 Ci E FUL I>E R, Ko he rtabri q ge, Sussex ! _ 

F RUIT TREES true to name—my speciality. 

Fig Trees, Grape Vines, Orange Trees in pots. Scotch 
Roses, extra strong, well rooted, yellow. Is. 6d. ; white. Is. 
each. Catalogues.^ WILLTAYLER. Hampton, Middlesex. 

IWril.I.IO.WS PLANTS. — Cabbage plants, 

-LTX earliest autumn sown, 2s. 6d. 109. Prize Onions, Ailsa 
Craig, also Savoys, hardy Hath Cos Lettuce, Brusee's 
Sprouts, all 2s. 61. 100, post free. — D. HIRD (Dept. 3>, 
Boxhedge Farm, Banbury. 


MAKE YOUR GARDEN KEEP YOU 

BY USING 

RITO 

[THE HUM OSIN FOOD FOR SOIL BACTERIA). 



Extracts from letters received from pleased users:- 

TOMATOES 

“Plant3 much stronger and larger, nearly three times as 
mucli fruit on those that had the benefit of .RITO.” 

“I used RITO on Tomatoes last summer, growing in 
rather poor soil, and found it stimulated growth con¬ 
siderably, and was thereby enabled to pick an excellent 
crop. ” 

Equally good reports from growers o i all Gardon Produce. 


PRICES : —3 bushel bag, 17 6 ; 2 bushel bag, 12 6 ; 1 bushel bag, 7 6. 
Carriage paid. Cartons, 1 - each. 

Aak for Booklet, "Rlto Results," from Dealers, or 


THE MOLASSINE COMPANY, Ltd., 16, Tunnel Avenue, GREENWICH. 


RITO SUITS EVERYTHING THAT GROWS. 


WA-CHAMPAIGN 
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Wire worms and Slugs 
Killed 


PORTABLE WOOD BUILDINGS- 


Just sprinkle a little Vaporite 
powder (lj lbs. to every 10 sq. 
yards) over the ground and work 
it well into the soil when digging. 
1 he Grubs and Wireworms will 
be quickly destroyed. 






Vaporite 


(Small . 

.. 0s. 

lOd. 


1 About 7 lbs . 

.. 2s. 

od. 

In Bags J 

\ „ n ihs . 

.. 8s. 

id. 

1 „ 28 lbs. .. 

Of all Seedsmen. 

.. 5s. 

Od. 

1 


A Spadeful of Dead Grubs. 

50 lbs . 8 s . 3 d . 

Ill lbs . Us . 8 d . 

Carriage Paid . N 


Remember that Wireworms, Leather Jackets, etc., infest old grass 
land—and get a tin of Vaporite to-day. 

Write for Leaflet No. 16. 

The Strawson Chemical Co., Ltd. (Dept. P), 

79, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 4. 


“Horse 

Shoe” 

Boiler: 

FOR ECONOI 


LIST 82x of 
Complete Appa¬ 
ratus post free. 

C. P. Klnnell & Co, 

Ltd., 

05, Southwark St., 
LONDON, S.E. 1. 





-GLASS_ 

Spsclal Prices for Casb with Oriler 111 Hull. 
CLASS, 4/21 oz. 

Uoxm. 100 2(0 Boxer. 100 200 

<0. rr. „r, rt. S q ft. S(| , t 

8 x 6iil.21- 38- 12.14.15.16.13.1L, u „ 

9 x 7in. 22- 39 6 20, 22,21 x 12m. / 32 6 5 " ■ 

10 x Sin. 27 6 50- 16 ’ 1? . 18. 20 s-l 

12,13.11.15x8in,29 - 52- 21 . *ta 

111213.14x31,,. 39. M. 16.18.20. 22,21 3*- 59 ' 


11.12,13.14x31,1. 39- 53 - 1». 18. 20 , 22, 21 t— 
im ilxlOiD. 31'- 51- 20^24 x1 Si ,V.l 
!«?* , 32 • 5j • * 2* * 33 3 61 6 


16.18.20 x lOin. 

16.18.20 x lliu. 


. r. ■ “ ■ * i a o 

16m. : 

SO. 22.24 x lSin. 37 - 63/- 


25 Years’ Record I 


J ■' i ; 

ii I i * 


Chatham, 

25th August, 10If,. 

Dear Sirs, 

Will you kindly send me 

a No. 2 Greenhouse Boiler to I *<• * . - 0 • * i 

jlTiL 25 “ y° u are interested m this week s 

“*“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 

niustratedPrioB List Free. please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
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A LESSON OF TEIE TEAR. 


This hind and ugly spring has told inure 
than ever what the usual British spring 
does and the good of having hardy flowers 
in the house in spite of wind and weather. 
The Japanese, with their line native 
shrubs and flowering trees, have taught us 
the value for the house of their branches 
gathered before the natural season of 
bloom, and opening prettily in the room. 
We in Britain are richer in hardy flowers, 
aioirt from shrubs, and should make free 
use of them in the house. There are no 
collections so good in other lands, but the 
early-flowering kinds are often the victims 
of frost and storm. That we cannot help 
in the open, but to change the result much 
may be done. This season even the 
hardiest things like the Crocus have hardly 
opened. 

In gardens where there are many hardy 
plants it would bo a good plan to have a 
nursery corner to grow favourite early 
flowers in pa us or baskets to be grown 
simply in the open air and brought into 
the house soon after Christmas and set in 
eooi windows, where they would open 
cheerfully a month before their usual 
season. It is the way I tried my Prim¬ 
roses; in the woods they often show a 
flower about Christmas. By lifting plants 
with balls and setting them in a broad 
basin with a little Moss in tile crevices 
they will flower for three months in a cool 
window. Rarec Primroses, if we have 
them, and Iilue-eyed Mary (Oinplnilodes 
verna), treated in the same way, are 
pretty, and one might say it generally of 
very early flowers. 

it is often a very good way, when a plant 
dislikes our natural soil, to try it in a pot 
or pan. where it is so easy to adapt a soil 
to its needs. For years I tried in vain to 
grow the gold-netted Iris in beds, though 
with a neighbour it grows like a weed. 
Here is one of the cases in which pot cul¬ 
ture will succeed with a flower of rare 
beauty, and there are many others. Some 
soils are quite intractable to certain plants. 
No amount of labour will make them the 
equal of those in a naturally fine soil, ns, 
say. Hint in tile neighbourhood of Edin¬ 
burgh, and therefore it is often I tetter to 
give it up, just as T have done before with 
the failure in my soil of Daphne Mezereum, 
which grows so freely in Surrey cottage 
gardeus. A native shrub, too, in chalky 
woods, showing that our hardy native 
flowers are not exempt from the law of 
soils. What hardier than the Christmas 
Roses, and nothing will move them in cold 
soil*, while they may be quite free and 
handsome r,oo miles further north in 
Ireland and Scotland in a volcanic or other 
tr«i‘ fioil. 

Another gain of tin; (sat or |mn way is 
that it brings Hie beauty of things nearer 
to the eye; one sees them safe in varied 
lights. This year Crocus Imperatl rarely 
o|iened its flowers. Some lauds gathered 
began to open in the window. Even in a 
fair spring some flowers pass so rapidly 
that we may miss them, owing to drying 
winds or sunny days on warm slope*. 

The plan is admirably adapted to the 
ulplae flora, too, many gems of it being 
early bloomers and of great heautv, like 
the rosy Primrose and various Primroses 

the Indian hills, and jriron of easy culture 
they would be well wc{th^n)iig 


eacli for early bloom in a coo] window. 
As in nearly all alpine lands, the ilowerx 
are safe until the snow melts—jiften in 
summer—it is clear we treat the flowers 
harshly if we expose the very early ones 
to our snowless frosts and harsh winds, 
and therefore some handsome alpine plants 
might well be prepared in the nursery of 
hardy plants for blooming in the house. 

W. 


notes of the week. 

Crocus Bleu Coeleste. —Crocuses this year 
have had to withstand many attacks of 
storm and frost, and even the oldest 
golden have not escaped The very soft- 
coloured and distinct form with the above 
name has come best out of it so far. It is 
also known under the name of China Blue. 
—TV’. 

Draba aizoides —This, which has been 
in bloom since the third week of March, is 
among the choicest plants of the early rock 
garden. Its trim rosettes, thin, elegant 
stems, and nodding heads of lemon-yellow 
flowers afford a pretty contrast with the 
purple glory of Saxifrage oppositifolia 
blooming close by.—A. T. .T. 

Narcissus pallidus praecox.— Usually this 
has to give precedence to N. minimus or 
the Saragossa Daffodil, a small, dwarf, 
yellow Ajax, but this year, as Inst, one 
paliidus pnecox in a sheltered place 
anticipated the others. In early March a 
flower was fully open on the south side of 
a big bush of one of the shrubby Spiraeas 
which protected it from the north and 
allowed it to open earlier. I am fond of 
this Daffodil, with its soft colouring, 
which varies in the different forms.—S. 
Aienott. 

The deadly Yew —In view of all the talk 
about science and the many professors in 
our day it is sad to reaol this note in a 
daily paper: — 

More than fifty sheep out of a large 
flock pastured in West Lothian died 
from tlie effects of eating leaves of 
Yew-trees and Rhododendron bushes. 
Many more of the sheep, which escaped 
from a field, are seriously affected. 

Our planters and nurserymen should be 
held to blame for such stupidities, to the 
evil result of which our columns have 
borne testimony. 

Ccrylopsis pauciflora.— From Mr. T. 
Smith, of Newry, come some flowering 
branches of this, which lie says “ is one of 
the prettiest of early sirring flowering 
shrubs.” From Iho siieciiic name, one 
might imagine that the siiecies under 
notice was shy flowering. This Is not so 
judging by the sirecimens sent, which are 
a mass of bloom. It is really a free- 
flowering shrub. A native of Jatmn, it 
has been in cultivation twenty years or 
more, but is not widely grown, owing, no 
doubt, to its early growth and its liability 
to Injury from late spring frosts. Estab¬ 
lished plants reach a height of from 3 feet 

to 4 feel. 

Parrotia persica. —This, shown in flower 
at a recent meeting of the Royal Horti¬ 
cultural Society, blooms usually fairly 
freely. I have known the same trees 
flower each year for over twenty years. It 
lacks the beauty of the Witch Hazels, 
although a well-flowered tree in March is 
not to be despised. In addition to Its 


being an early-flowering tree its leaves 
colour brilliantly in autumn.—W. D. 

Lenten Lilies are now fairly numerous 
(March 20th), and in a few days there 
will be the usual flue display of these wel¬ 
come flowers. Planted freely in all ex¬ 
posures in the woodland, by Grass paths, 
and in the garden, the value of these 
Daffodils is great, and, as they increase 
from year to year, they are alike decora¬ 
tive when growing and can be cut in un¬ 
limited quantities.—W. McG. 

A note from Wilts —It is early days yet 
to know the exact amount of damage done 
by the cutting winds, but when St. John’s 
Wort and Berberis are brown and sere 
one trembles for one's tender shrubs; 
Azura microphylla is brown and black. 
Laurustinus is cut. Has anyone noticed 
tlie disgusting smell of the dead leaves? 
The shoots of Choisya are yellow. ,Cai- 
Iienteria is leafless; so are Berberis steno- 
phylla and B. Darwini. Cistus and 
Geanothus are apiiarently dead; qjiy 
amount of frostbite among the Roses. 
Eloagnus maeroearpa, Garrya elliptica, 
Phillyreas, and Berberis Beali are un¬ 
harmed.—M. Bcxto.x, Tockenham, Wills. 

Tender Hollies. —My Hollies have liad a 
hard time this past winter, not passed yet 
either, as there is a fall of snow on the 
ground as I write (in mid-April). Pemey’s 
Holly (Ilex Perneyi) seems quite hardy be¬ 
side the Horned Holly (I. eoniuta), of 
which a group beside it is much disfigured. 
Mr. Bean says the Horned Holly is quite 
hardy in tlie London district, eo it is to be 
hoped it is the foliage only, though au 
evergreen Holly with blighted leaves is a 
floor sight. It is too soon to speak of how 
all the fine kinds we now have, both wild 
species and garden varieties of our own 
native kind, have withstood the hard 
winter.—W. 

Notes from Bettws-y-Coed. — Daphne 
Blagyana, which has been quite unpro¬ 
tected, is at last opening its flowers. 
Strong plants of Lithospermum prostra¬ 
tum and “ Heavenly blue ” all round the 
Daphne are apparently dead. In October 
last I planted half-a-dozen Pentstemon 
lieteropliylluH, and close by three Linum 
arboreuui, very strong pit plants. Tlie 
Pentstemons are making strong growtli; 
the Li mi ms seem to be dead. Most of tlie 
Plants of Thymus ericaifolius and T. 
erectus are dead. A fine bush of T. 
vulgaris from .Sir W. Thiseltou Dyer's 
garden seems to be killed, and a year-old 
plant the'sume. This Thyme is also sold 
as T. nitidus, a most charming plant where 
it succeeds. As for Cistus, nine out of ten 
are dead. 1 counted eighteen specimens 
which have had to be pulled up. Even the 
roots are dead, yet they were all in tlie 
1 km > rest of soil, mostly growing under great 
slabs of rock. One tiling gives me pleasure, 
the true Dianthus Silencer Biekhani. T'p 
to the end of March it looked like dry liny, 
but is now quite green. All plants of 
Hyiiericum fragile are dead ; so is II. Cor is. 
H. polypiiyllum has escaped. Phllesla buxi- 
folla is uninjured.— E. Charles EiNtox, 
Cot'd Th rn\ fltllirs-y-Cottl. 

Arid Italian gardens.— In the ‘‘spring” 
number of Cain,try life are figured Some 
of the more famous Italian, or what should 
lie better called stone gardens, which were 
made by men wholly oblivious to the needs 
of a garden and of our garden flora. Just 
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glance at the court of Vlllmo mod lea, not 
even a place for a flower bed; stones every¬ 
where, and only a few wretched Aloe-like 
plants in vases of no particular distinc¬ 
tion. There is nothing bnt extravagant 
waste in such theatrical displays in the 
open air. But in Italy, where the ground 
is used in simpler ways and where Cypress 
and Olive are allowed to show their 
natural grace of form, and advantage is 
taken of the climate, which allows of the 
growth of the noble garden flora we now 
possess, then we get not only an Italian 
garden, but one for all who have eyes for 
beauty of tree or flower. Of the result of 
the natural and artistic way we may see 
excellent instances in the lake region, and 
in the southern parts, too, where Nature 
gets a chance and where the need of 
clipping all into absurd shapes is not pur¬ 
sued to the death of all charm. Some of 
tile scenes shown would do well for a 
theatre in the open air if anyone In our 
clime should long for such.—W. 

Double-flowered Peach fruiting. — Six 
years ago, in planting a garden at Hadley, 
in Hertfordshire, I put in a standard 
double-flowered Peach-tree. In August, 
1915, I was surprised to sec this tree carry¬ 
ing four or five large fruits. They were 
quite hard and green then, but a few 
weeks later the owner wrote telling me 
that they had ripened and were of first- 
rate quality. Last year the tree bore 
several dozen fruits and ripened them. I 
only saw them in the green stage, but I 
was told that they were juicy, sweet, and 
of excellent flavour, and the owner has a 
very good idea of what a good Peach is, 
having at one time grown large quantities 
of them on walls Of course, this proves 
that the flowers ure not fully double 
There are probably several extra rows of 
petals, but the reproductive organs have 
not reverted to petals, as is the case in 
fully double flowers. But what seems 
more remarkable is that a standard reach- 
tree in an open jHjsition should ripen its 
fruits without the aid of i\ wall and in 
such a high, cold neighbourhood north of 
London as Hadley Green. I have been 
told that the variety called Libra ripens 
good Peaches as a bush or standard in the 
open and without wall protection, and I 
am experimenting with it here, but at pre¬ 
sent my tree is too young to have given 
results.— Clarence Klijott, Stevenage. 

Narcissus minimus. —This and N. minor 
—the latter, by the way, regarded as the 
type, and the former a variety only—are 
both ideal for the cold-house if grown iu 
pans, for which work they are eminently 
suited. Here they may be seen to advant¬ 
age and enjoyed to the full, whereas, if iu 
the open, unless on a grassy bank or iu 
the rock garden, where they should be seen 
through the thinnest cariiet of greenery, 
they would soon be spoiled by rain or be¬ 
spattered with soil. Two Inches or so 
high, the subject of this note 4s as per¬ 
fectly formed ns any trumpet Daffodil, its 
well-flanged rim ns strong a feature as in 
many leading varieties. Because of its 
miniature habit, of growtli it is not popu¬ 
lar with the majority. It may, however, 
l>e grown in the alpine-house with ad¬ 
vantage. since in the early days of the year 
flowers of its colour arc not plentiful there, 
and no other plant is likely to come into 
competition with it. Despite its size, it is 
considered of good constitution. Estnb 
Iishe* groups of it were recently very beau¬ 
tiful in the rock garden at Kew, while 
pans of it in the alpine-liouse were also 
very pretty. A dozen or more of its bulbs 
may easily be grown in a pan 0 inches in 
diameter.—J. 

-To my former list of soring flowers 

jn bloom Naitissu* Vin'ipi)s| jfjjls to be 


added. Quite expanded, the neat little 
blooms were observed on March 2Gth. 
Certainly the bulbs are in a favoured 
place, being grown in a bank of rockwork 
well sheltered by a greenhouse, while the 
easterly wind is broken by a Beech hedge. 

N. eyclamineus sometimes runs this variety 
rather closely, but N. minimus is quite the 
leader during the present season.—VV. 
McGcffog, Balmae, Kirkcudbright. 

Saxifraga Criesbaohl.— This is a far 
more variable species than was at first 
supposed. When the species gained a 
First-class Certificate in February, 1903, a 
form with reddish glandular pubescent 
stems, drooping or sub-erect inflorescences, 
and flat rosettes of leaves was that gener¬ 
ally seen, though minor differences of 
stem vigour and leafiness were also re¬ 
marked. Of such a form an illustration 
in colour appears as a frontispiece in Mr. 
Irving’s book on the genus. At the Royal 
Horticultural Society's show on the 27th 
ult. two large pans of a very distinct and 
handsome form were sent, up from the 
Wisley gardens of the Society. These 1 
had seen last year, and remarked upon 
their distinctive character. In this, the 
flattish rosette of the first-known form is 
replaced by one of conical shape, the 
shorter leaves more silvery, closely imbri¬ 
cated, and very rigid. The flower-spike is 
bolder, almost erect, more. densely fur¬ 
nished with broadly ovale leaves—in the 
older form the stem leaves incline to spoon 
shape—which are heavily tipped with 
glaucous green and coloured blood-crim¬ 
son at their bases. This form, too, would 
ai>pear later in flowering, hence is distinct 
in many ways. It is said to be a free seed¬ 
ing variety, hence should soon become plen¬ 
tiful. If naturally later, its flowering will 
be welcome by reason of the succession it 
will afford to the better-known kind. No 
alpine attracted more than this on the oc¬ 
casion named.—E. H. Jenkins. 

Cydonia Maulei. — This April-flowering 
shrub is a native of Japan, and it may 
often be seen represented in Japanese 
drawings, either alone or in companionship 
with other attractive flowering shrubs. 
Here it forms a very beautiful object when 
iu full flower, whilst in autumn it serves 
the double purpose of providing fragrant 
and showy fruits which, on the plants, are 
pleasant to look upon, and from an econo¬ 
mic i>oint of view can lie made into an 
excellent jelly. Growing from 2 feet to 
fret high, it forms a rather dense bush 
with bright green deciduous leaves, the 
almost brick-red flowers being borne a 
little in advance of the new leaves from 
buds on the previous year’s wood and from 
short, spur-like growths. The individual 
flowers are more than an inch across, and 
are often crowded together on the branches 
considerable numbers. There is a 
variety called alba, with whitish flowers, 
which"is inferior to the type, but superba, 
with larger flowers, crimson in colour, is 
superior to the common kind. Cydonia 
Maulei grows well in ordinary garden soil, 
particularly where it is well drained and 
of a loamy nature. A sunny position is 
desirable, or it may be planted at the foot 
of a low wall and allowed to grow over it. 
Projiagntion can be effected by layering 
branches or by detaching small sections 
witli a few roots from the base of an old 
plant and planting them seiiarately.—D. 

Erica mediterranea. — The Southern 
European Heaths have had a bad time 
during the last few months, for they were 
seriously injured by the eold and dry winds 
of early February, whilst subsequent frost 
and sunless weather have given them no 
opportunity up to early April of making 
even a partial recovery. But E. 
mediterranea hns not suffered nearly so 
much ns E. lusitnnicn, E. arhorea, and E. 


australis, and with mild weather many of 
its flowers would still expand. The reason 
for its extra hardiness is that it does not 
naturally occupy such a warm region as 
the other species, being a native of South- 
West Europe and not the Mediterranean 
region as a whole, as the name might 
imply. It is found in Spain and Portugal, 
whilst one variety is wild in Ireland. 
Although often seeu as a comparatively 
small bush 2 feet or 3 feet high, it some¬ 
times grows much larger, and specimens 
10 feet or 12 feet high have been recorded 
in the British Isles, such specimens having 
a considerable spread. It is usually at its 
best from late March until the middle of 
May, during which time its branches are 
laden with rosy-purple flowers. It has 
several varieties which, as a rule, are no 
improvement on the tyi>e. Altai, witli 
white flowers, is, however, distinct, whilst 
nuna is of dwarf, compact growth and very 
suitable for grouping with the type. Like 
other Heaths this is seen to the greatest 
advantage when grown in large masses, 
but if planted close in the first place lbe 
bushes should be thinned out as they gain 
size, so that some of the chief plants may 
develop to the best advantage.—D. 

Chionodoxa gigantea —Collected bulbs 
of this fine Glory of the Snow vary con¬ 
siderably in their colouring, apart from 
the Tare white and pink varieties which 
are in existence. Seedlings, also, give 
similar differences in hue, although all are 
of varying shades of purple. Some are 
pale, others are bright purple, and others, 
agaiD, are of a glowing purple which is 
most effective and pleasing. In the matter 
of form, also, there is considerable differ¬ 
ence. A proportion is quite starry and 
others approach more or less to the perfect 
rounded outline. There appears but little 
difference, if any, between some of the 
varieties received as C. gigantea and those 
obtained as C, Alleni. The main distinc¬ 
tion between the two ought to lie in the 
latter producing more than one flower on 
a sea[ie, but this is not invariably the case. 

I have a few exceedingly good forms of C. 
gigantea in my garden. I can never under¬ 
stand why the authorities class C. gigan- 
tea, which is synonymous with C. grnndi- 
flora, as a form of C.-Lueilia?. It seems 
to me as if it were as worthy of specific 
rank ns the tiny C. nana, which I have 
had for some years.—S. Aiinott. 

Golf and its effect on landscape design. 
—The Americans seem to have become 
more daft about golf than our own people. 
Mr. Wilhelm Miller, the landscape gar¬ 
dener, is laying out their greens and does 
it in a true way. The effect of these 
breezy, open spaces on the landscape is 
really good. He says iu the Golfers' 
Magazine (Chicago) :—- 

Tlie principles of la ml scale garden¬ 
ing are so few and simple JJiat anyone . 
can understand and enjoy them. 
Whether he can apply them is another 
matter, but everyone should know 
enough about the subject to decide 
whether his landscape man is giving 
him what he ought to have or not. It 
is commonly said that the whole art 
of landscape gardening, as applied to 
home grounds, can be reduced to three 
fundamental principles. The first is 
the open central lawn—not a lawn 
spotted with flower beds or fancy 
trees. The second is the grouping or 
massing of trees and shrubs, which is 
better than scattering or dotting them 
about. The third is the free use of 
curved lines, which are more natural 
than straight ones. 

His advice is wholly good, but the use of 
such illogical terms as “ garden architect ” 
lie keepsi!on with and the term "gar- 
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deuesquo is awkward. It is a i hjo r term 
te describe the spotty-dotty way of plant¬ 
ing and scattering about of ugly, showy 
balding and carpet gardening. To show’ ! 
the need of the right words about the sub¬ 
ject we see that in the same Golfrrs' 
Magazine there is an advertisement of a 
s»ed house as giving expert advice on | 
“golf-course architecture." As well de¬ 
scribe a landscape painter like Constable 
or Daubigny as a landscape architect. And 
thd absurdity is caused by the misuse of 
the term by American designers of gar¬ 
dens and parks.—W. R. 

Campanula uniftora. — A curious little ! 
Bellflower, which is, I think, not on the | 
market at present, although another is 
offered under the name, is Campanula uni- 
flora, a native not only of North America, 


TREES AND SHRUBS. 

SYRINGA WILSONI. 

This new Lilac Imlougs to the same sec¬ 
tion of the family as the Himalayan 
Syringa Emodi, and will probably form as 
large a bush. It is a native of China and 
is one of Mr. E. II. Wilson’s introductions, 
lie having collected seeds in 190S from 
plants growing in thickets at altitudes 
varying from 2,500 feet to 3,000 feet in 
Western Szechuan. From what can be 
seen of it at present it is likely to grow 
well in the British Isles and to form a 
large bush. The leaves are rather like 
those of S. Emodi, and there is a similar 
inflorescence of white or pale lilac flowers 
produced in June. The inflorescence is 


rosy-red blossoms, is the form generally 
met with, but there are some distinct 
varieties well worth cultivation. Among 
them are albidnm, whose flowers are 
nearly white. This variety is sometimes 
liable to die off without any apparent 
cause. In atro-ruhens the flowers are very 
deeply coloured, but smaller than those of 
the ty|>e. The racemes, too, are smaller. 
The variety Brocklebanki, which received 
an Award of Merit from the Royal Horti¬ 
cultural Society three years ago, is re¬ 
markable for its rich yellow foliage. A 
double-flowered form, flore-pleno, is in 
cultivation. This is later in flowering than 
the others, and the blossoms last well. The 
variety splendens, as grown by some, is 
the finest of all, but this name has been 
used for more than one form. The allied 



where it extends from Labrador and Arctic 
America to Alaska and south in the 
Rockies to Colorado, but also of the arctic 
rigious of Europe and Asia. It is a 
pcrenuiali producing one blue flower on a 
stem and opening In summer. The height 
of Hie plant is about ti inches at the most. 
Tlie flower is erect and the leaves are 
either linear, linear oblong, or the lower 
ones spoon-sbaped and obtuse. They are 
either entire or hut sparsely toothed. The 
calyx is large for the size of the flower. — 
Ess. 


Primula rosea. This gorgeous Primula 
is now showing Hie first of its brilliant 
carmine-rose flowers above its almost leaf¬ 
less crowns. It is growing in a wet, but 
well-drained, situation close to running 
water and does not seem to object to half 
shade. The flowering season is prolonged 
almost into summer, the stems gradually 
increasing in length until by seeding time 
they are some S inches high. There are 
other forms — viz., P. grandiflora and P. 
splendens—but it Is difficult to imagine 
anything more striking in colour than the 
type.—A. T. J., Worth 1 Vales. 

Oracocephalum grandiflorum.— This is 
a rare plant in gardens at the present 
time. It is, indeed, doubtful if it was 
ever plentiful. Its bane is its liability to 
be attacked by slugs. In some winters, 
also, it appears to die off badly, and Is 
only for those who can take special care 
of it. I can well recollect seeing a good 
stock of it twenty-five years or so ago in a 
small nursery near Glasgow. It seems to 
like a nice sandy learn and peat.—S. 
Akxott. 


Google 


Flowering shoot of Syringa Wilsoni. 


often larger than that shown in the aeoom- 
iwnying illustration, being well branched 
and up to 0 inches long. It thrives under 
similar conditions to the other Lilacs, re¬ 
quiring a sunny position and good loamy 
soil. So far this section of the family 
does not apiiear to have been crossed with 
Hie S. vulgaris varieties. If, however, 
hybrids could lie raised between the two 
types it would doubtless result in a more 
lengthy Lilac season, an important matter 
with such a popular flower as the Lilac. 
At present the different species of the 
Emodi section do not produce fragrant 
flowers like those of S. vulgaris and S. 
perslea. Probably, by crossing, fragrance 
could be introduced. D. 


The Flowering Currant (Ribes san- 
guineum).—The typical kind, with its 


Ribes aureurn, with golden-yellow flowers, 
and its variety aurantiacum, in which they 
are more of an orange tint, are also hand¬ 
some flowering shrubs. Between the two 
above-named species a hybrid has been 
raised. This, which is known as Ribes 
Gordouinnum, is in many respects inter¬ 
mediate between the two, the flowers be¬ 
ing reddish outside and yellow within. — 
K R. W. 

Escallonia Langleyensis.— This is often 
referred to as an evergreen, hut in my gar¬ 
den, in a south-west suburb of Loudon, it 
loses all its leaves during the winter, how¬ 
ever mild the weather be. The specimen 
is trained to a fence facing east. In 
normal seasons it breaks out freely into 
growth directly the warm weather sets in, 
and flowers profusely.-. This winter it has 
suffered very much, to what extent cannot 
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be determined at present, but it is to be 
hoped that this, one of the most admired 
objects in the garden, is not too hard hit. 
Strange to say, there are more leaves on 
it now than ever before, ns, instead of 
dropping, they have shrivelled up on the 
plant. In losing its leaves in winter 
Escallonia Langleyensis is but following 
one of its parents, E. Philippiana, which 
is totally deciduous. Up to the present E. 
Langleyensis has proved perfectly hardy, 
for it was only in the nursery stage during 
the severe winter of 1895. The present 
one will serve to test the hardiness of the 
many different subjects of recent introduc¬ 
tion. For clothing a wall or fence E. 
Langleyensis is'desirable, as if the main 
branches are fastened to the support the 
long, slender, semi-pendulous shoots will 
depend therefrom in a pleasing and in¬ 
formal manner.—W. T. 

Stachyurus prscox _Although not a 

new shrub, this is not well known, though 
its distinct appearance and decorative 
character warrant its extended cultiva¬ 
tion. A native of .lupin, it there grows 
at least 10 feet high, and it may attain the 
same height here. The young branches, 
of a dark reddish-brown, are conspicuous 
in winter, not only by their colour, but 
by the fact of the inflorescences being 
formed in autumn and hanging from the 
branches with unopened buds throughout 
winter. So long as the buds remain dor¬ 
mant they are not injured by severe frost, 
but after expansion sharp frost may do 
serious damage. The inflorescences ap¬ 
pear from the leaf-axils, and are catkin¬ 
like in appearance, each one 3 inches to 
5 inches long, and made up of a large 
number of small yellow flowers. As a 
rule, they ore at their best in March, but 
this year they are very late, and cannot be 
at their best before the middle of April. 
To succeed with this shrub it should bo 
given a sunny position sheltered from 
cold winds, and should be planted in good, 
well-drained, loamy soil to which a little 
leaf-mould or peat has been added. Cut¬ 
tings of short, half-ripe shoots can be 
rooted in summer by inserting them in 
light soil in a close and warm frame, or 
ripened shoots 9 Inches to 12 inches long 
may be inserted out-of-doors in autumn.— 
P. 

Forsythia intermedia. — Forsythia sus- 
pensa merits all that is said in its favour 
on page 188. The desirable qualities of 
F. intermedia, or, at all events, some of its 
improved forms, must not, however, be 
passed over. The ordinary form of F. 
intermedia is generally regarded as a 
hybrid between F. suspensa and F. viri- 
dissima. Since the original F. intermedia 
was sent out some varieties thereof have 
been put into commerce, of which, I think, 
the best, is speefcabilis. This is described 
by Mr. Bean as in many respects the most 
beautiful of the Forsythias. Iu this the 
flowers are larger, of a deeper yellow, and 
more abundant than those of the type. 
The variety speetabilis was given an 
Award of Merit by the Royal Horticultural. 
Society a couple of years ago. For group¬ 
ing on lawns or in similar positions F. 
intermedia can be strongly recommended, 
as it forms a more decided bush than F. 
suspensa, though in this resi>ect this latter 
varies considerably. At one time the 
stiffer-growing kind was known as F. 
Fortune! and the loose-habited one as 
Sieboldi. The most recent of the For¬ 
sythias, F. europam, and the least orna¬ 
mental of all, was first discovered in 
Albania about twenty years ago. Com¬ 
pared with the others it is not worth plant¬ 
ing, but interesting as being a native of 
Europe, whereas the others come from 
China.—K. R. W. 

Google 


! PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

SOWING SEEDS ON MOSS. 

I expect most gardeners have, at one time 
or another, been worried, in raising small 
seeds which are slow in germinating, by a 
crop of beautiful Moss strangling the 
tiny seedlings. I find it an excellent plan 
in raising many kinds of alpine plants 
whose seeds arc small to wait until the 
soil in the seed-pap has developed a good 
crop of velvet Moss and then sow the seeds 
on the Moss. Growing velvety Moss is an 
almost perfect medium for the germina¬ 
tion of many small alpine seeds, especially 
if you keep a sheet of glass on the i>ot to 
maintain a moist atmosphere. If you sow 
your seeds on or in the soil the chances 
are that Moss will develop and smother 
the young plants by rising up round them. 
Wait until the Moss has formed and sow 
on it, and then not only does it help 
germination, but the seedlings, by sitting 
ujK>n tlie surface of the green velvet and 
sending their roots down through it to the 
soil beneath, are safe from strangulation. 
Last year I was given a pinch of seed of 
some large silver Saxifraga, a special form 
of S. Cotyledon I think it was. I scattered 
it over a big Mossy stone lying on the 
shady side of an old Nut bush in my gar¬ 
den. That stone is now spangled all over 
with silvery seedlings, some of them \ inch 
across, ready, when a little larger, to be 
gently lifted from the Moss and pricked 
out in the rock garden. One of the worst 
I»ests in the seed-raising department is 
Liverwort. If Liverwort and Moss appear 
on the soil of the seed-pan it is generally 
a case of Liverwort first, Moss a bad 
second, and the seedlings nowhere. But I 
have never seen Liver-wort appear once a 
pot is well covered with Moss. This is 
another point in favour of sowing on Moss. 

Stevenage.. Clarence Elliott. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Saxifraga Obristii. — 1 This, a distinct 
hybrid resulting from .the crossing of S. 
marginata and S. Burseriana, is unlike 
either irarent in habit, and suggestive only 
of a glorified form of S. marginata in its 
flowers. In flower quality alone it is most 
satisfying, and if one could get flowers in 
plenty none would appeal more strongly 
when the Burseriana season is practically 
over. Unfortunately, it does not flower so 
freely as one might wish. It has a highly- 
encrusted habit of growth, but of a 
strangely elongated runaway type, which, 
not condescending to flower, presently be¬ 
comes straggling and altogether not 
cushion-like. This, indeed, appears to be 
its natural habit, and the least protection, 
even that of a cold, continuously-venti- 
lated frame, but quickly increases it, with 
an almost sure loss of flowering rosettes ns 
the result. Mulching with loam and pul¬ 
verised rock modifies the elongated growth 
to some extent, though the better remedy 
is complete exposure (not to full sun) and 
tightly wedging it between rocks, where, 
in strong loam and broken rock in about 
equal parts, It will produce a more corn- 
pact tuft. Occasionally, S. Salomon! 
gives a few elongated growths, and more 
rarely a form of S. cassia, and, so far as I 
remember, without ever producing a 
flower. —E. II. Jenkins. 

Viola pseudo-gracilis. —It is curious that 
so distinct a species as Viola gracilis 
should so seldom come true from seed. 
Without any artificial crossing seedlings 
from it seem almost always to vary 
slightly from the true plant. The forms 


one gets are nearly always pretty, yet I 
like the graceful broken outlines, the solid, 
intense, violet colour, and clear white eye 
of true gracilis always a little better than 
the best seedling varieties and much better 
than many. The most desirable break I 
have yet seen is V. pseudo-gracilis. The 
flowers are slightly larger than in the type 
and of a very brilliant reddish-violet. The 
plant is compact and flowers continuously 
from March till September. By March I 
mean March, not the disreputable period 
from which we have just emerged. But 
even now my plants of Viola pseudo- 
gracilis are iu bud and showing colour. 
Another pretty break from V. gracilis is a 
pure white seedling which turned up in a 
Yorkshire rock garden and of which I was 
given cuttings. It promises well and will, 
I think, be a good plant for the rock gar¬ 
den.— Clarence Elliott, Stevenage. 

Viola heterophylla.— Viola lieterophylla 
is, I think, the daintiest and prettiest of 
all the small mountain Tansies. It is rare 
in gardens, and yet there would seem to be 
no reason why it should be rare, for here 
it is perfectly at home both on limestone 
moraine and in ordinary garden loam. In 
fact, it looks rather sturdier and happier 
than it did among the Primula speetabilis 
turves on the Aina Tombea. It seemed 
then an impossibly frail little plant to dig 
up and send home. In fact, my foreman, 
who was with me, refused to have any¬ 
thing to do with it. However, I took a 
few roots, and somehow they survived the 
journey. The plant forms a neat little 
tuft about 2 inches or 3 inches across. The 
flowers are a bright violet with a reddish 
tinge, and are marked with a few elearly- 
deflned ray lines of darker purple. The 
plant is easily increased by seed, which it 
sets freely, and I find it not at all fasti¬ 
dious in the matter of soil. All it asks is 
that it need not compete with large, coarse, 
romping alpines. — Clarence Elliott, 
Stevenage. 

OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

BURNING AND SEED GERMINATION. 
Your Los Angeles correspondent raises an 
interesting question (p. 187) in remarking 
that “some plants rarely germinate un¬ 
less their seeds have l>een burned,” though 
it is probable that few readers will go so 
far ns to agree with tliat statement taken 
literally. It is, however, very curious how 
certain plants will appear after burning. 
On the Welsh moors thousands of tiny 
Foxgloves will spring up in the wake of 
burnt Gorse. Were these seeds there be¬ 
fore the firing took place, or did they 
come there afterwards? If the former, 
how is it they did not perish? For they 
appear more luxuriantly on patches where 
the heat has been severe and prolonged, 
and the soil baked, than in places where 
the herbage was merely singed away. If 
they were sown there after fire where do 
they come from, for Gorse is usually 
burned in spring and the seedlings come 
up a few months later? 

I can corroborate all that Mr. Harry 
Johnson says in regard to this phenomenon 
in California, having seen the wonderful 
show of flowers that so quickly covers the 
track of a Brush blaze in that land of 
sunshine. Also, everyone who has ever 
travelled in Canada must have noticed how 
Epilobium angustifolium races over the 
blackened waste. And it does not seem to 
matter whore you are. It may lie many 
miles from a clearing, in the depths of 
some forest where no Willow Herb is seen, 
yet if you come across a little patch, or it 
may be many square miles of charred tim¬ 
ber, there you will see the “ Fire-Weed,” 
ns it is so aptly called, covering the 
blackened vegetation with its rose-purple 
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flowers. This must be one of the most 
cosmopolitan plants in the Great Dominion, 
for it follows the railway cutting in an 
almost unbroken band of colour for 3,000 
miles from Vancouver to Quebec. It is as 
much at home iu the defiles of the Rockies 
as it is on the plains of Saskatchewan; as 
beautiful on the banks of the St. J-nwrence 
as it is in the forests of the Pacific shore. 

Doubtless the killing out of strong vege¬ 
tation gives seedlings of weaker plants a 
chance of life, and that, together with the 
fertilising properties of wood-ash, may 
help to explain the joint mentioned by 
your correspondent. I never could feel 
quite sure that this matter has been satis¬ 
factorily explained. It is often as much 
of a mystery as the sudden appearance of 
thousands of Charlock plants on a pateli 
of old iwsture recently turned tip and 
miles away from any cultivated land. 

_ A. T. J ohx sox. 

HABRANTHUS PRATENSIS. 
Until a few years ago Habranthus pra- 
tcrisis was little known to the general 


If reports of hardiness arc as one would 
hope, Habranthus pratensis will be more 
sought after than ever before, for it is a 
brilliant flower. The blooms are carried 
in umbels of four upon stems 12 inches to 
18 inches high. They are vivid vermilion- 
scarlet, feathered with yellow at the base. 
It is a free grower, and the bulbs, which 
are about the size of a medium Narcissus 
bulb and much like Narcissus bulbs in 
general apiiearanee, increase fairly rapidly ! 
by offsets. It should be planted in good 
loam in a sunny i»osition, and it flowers in 
May and June. It belongs to the 
Amaryllis family and is synonymous with 
Amaryllis pratensis. It would be an 
interesting experiment to attemjit hybrid¬ 
ising it with some of the finer forms of 
greenhouse Amaryllis with a view to 
raising an improved race of hardy or half- 
hardy Habranthus. Clarence Elliott. 

Stevenage. 

'NOTES AND REPLIES. 

May-flowering Tulips.—I should be ex¬ 
tremely obliged if you will kindly tell me the 


Habranthus pratensis. 


gardening public, nor was it generally con¬ 
sidered a hardy plant. Iiut at the Great 
International Flower Show at Chelsea it 
was shown in splendid form in Messrs. 
Wallace and Co.’s outdoor garden exhibit, 
and ever since then the plant line been 
growing in popularity as a hardy bulb. It 
was introduced from Chili in 1S40, and 
Nicholson gives it as “nearly hardy.” 
Now it will be interesting to hear how 
Ilabranthus iiratensis has fared in the 
oieu ground, and if it has maintained its 
reputation of hardiness after the severe 
weather of the pwst eight weeks. If it has 
survived the February of 1917 it may 
surely be called truly’hardy. It is to be 
hoped that gardeners in various parts of 
the country who had bulbs in the ojien 
will scud in reports to Gardening Ii.lus- 
tbated stating liow they have stood this 
winter, and under what conditions of soil 
and aspect, and if with the shelter of a 
warm wall, or the protection of ashes or 
litter, or wlint-not^—^ 
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class to which the Tulips belong that are left 
in the ground unmolested year after year—the 
sort that one sees in such great masses iu old 
country gardens and that flower so profusely? 
Should they lie thinned out at all—if so, hdw 
of tell ? Also, are there really good white ones 
and yellow ones amongst them or any speci¬ 
ally striking colours? A few years ago I had 
some bulbs given me from an old vicarage 
garden, and have been so pleased with them, 
although they are not very special colours, 
that I am anxious to grow more of the same 
sort. From the bulb catalogues I have not 
been able to decide which sort they are, and 
have wondered if they are Darwin Tulips or 
Cottage Tulips.— Bothnia. 

[Your Tulips may belong to either the 
“cottage” section or wlnit are known as 
“ breeders,” both of which contain con¬ 
siderable variety. The flowers of those 
first named are distinctly elegant in out¬ 
line, are also more taixring, and the stems 
more graceful. These are in almost end¬ 
less variety—white, golden, yellow, prim¬ 
rose, flame, pink, crimson, salmon, rose, 


scarlet, and much besides. The others art 
of more capp'd outline, the colours more 
restricted, lour better plan would be, to 
send us representatives of what you have 
at flowering time, as then they can be 
correctly grouped. If, at the same time, 
you will say what colours you prefer, we 
will name some suitable ones.] 

Narcissus Double White.—Will you please 
kindly tell me the name of a double white 
Narcissus—pure white, roeette-6hape flower, 
one on a stem, that blooms rather late, and 
is- generally seen in the Whitsuntide decora¬ 
tions at the churches? Any information con¬ 
cerning it would be very much appreciated — 
Bothnia. 

[This is the “ Gardenia-flowered Nar¬ 
cissus” (N. itoetieus fl.-pl.), a fragrant, 
May-flowering sort, and one of the latest 
to bloom. It is addicted to so-called 
“ blindness,” more particularly when 
grown in light, much-drained soils and in 
southern gardens. The variety has an un¬ 
mistakable preference for stiflish soils that 
are also constantly cool and moist. Un¬ 
like many of its tribe, it dislikes lifting 
and drying off, and is best when per¬ 
manently planted. It should be planted 
6 inches or 8 inches deep. August ia the 
best planting season, though if you cannot 
give it the soil and other conditions named 
you are hardly likely to meet with much 
success in your district, where a jiartially 
shaded position or north border with mois¬ 
ture near the roots is the most likely to 
meet its special requirements.] 

Boissier’s Glory of the Snow. — Both 
Boissier’s and Maw’s varieties of Chiono- 
doxa Uuciliic are again in bloom, the latter 
generally coming in a little before the 
former, and it is .easy to see the greater 
brightness of the one found by Boissler, 
which has the iirlority in jtoint of dis¬ 
covery. It more resembles C. Tmolusi in 
intensity of colour, blit C. Tmolusi has 
greater warmth in its tints. I consider 
Boissier’s form superior to that of Maw. 
There ought to be far more made of those 
Clilonodoxas than at present, and the three 
most nearly allied—Boissier’s and Maw’s 
C. Ducilire, and Mr. Whittall’s C. Tmolusi 
—are of great beauty. I have selected 
some nice seedlings, but, unfortunately, 
these are slow of increase.— S. Arnott. 

Annual Sunflowers.— Many will be look¬ 
ing for easily-grown and showy flowers for 
the ensuing season, anil such might give a 
thought to the annual Sunflowers. The 
name, generally speaking, conjures up the 
tall, coarse form with large blooms, but 
there are many small-flowered anil quite 
neat varieties. These are valuable In 
sheltered places, and give a wealth of 
material for cutting. Sunflowers must 
have a rather rich soil, as, being vigorous 
growers, they enjoy good food. There is 
a handsome variety bearing pi le primrose- 
coloured heads with a dark eye which 
is very attractive, while Helianthus 
cueuiuerifolius has blooms not much larger 
than those of the yellow 1’aris Daisy and 
is equally free-flowering.—A Scottish 
Gardener. 

Are Crocuses small this year?—I have 
heard quite a number of people lamenting 
that their Crocuses are unusually small this 
year, and in my distriet, at least, this appears 
to be the case. The only way in which this 
can be accounted for, I think, is that the past 
summer was unfavourable to the production of 
large corma and that this has had its influ¬ 
ence on the flowers. Some of the epeoies also 
appear to be giving rather smaller blooms than 
usual.—S. Arnott. 


" The English Flower Garden and How 8 
Grounds." — -V.ir Edition, lith, revised, tcith drncri.plions 
Qj dll the beet plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium Sue, I. is.; 
poet frte, 15e. 6d. 0/ att Booksellers or from the oOU-e 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

THE SWEET CORN VARIETIES. 
With a view to calling attention to tlie 
value of what we think the liest addition 
to out summer vegetables we quote this' 
article from the Garden Magazine. Our 
seedsmen and gardeners arc not yet fully 
aware of the good of this wholesome and 
agreeable food. We have tried some of 
Hie varieties named for several years, and 
rarely without good result, though our 
trials were not in favourable conditions. 
In warm valley soils there can be no doubt 
of success over a large area. 

There is one sure way to beat Jack 
Frost at his own game. Simply start 
your seeds of Sweet Corn indoors 
while lie .still makes surprise visits 
outdoors. Handy little paper pots 
may he I Height at surprisingly low 
cost. Most seed stores now stock 
them. Take three evenly-sized kernels 
to every 3-inch pot and press them 
about 1 inch deep into the soil. Ho 
this any time after April 1st and keep 
the pots reasonably warm and the soil 
evenly moist. Within two weeks 
sprouts will show. When the little 
plants are about 3 inches high begin 
to keep them cooler to save them from 
becoming drawn. It is hardly safe to 
set them outdoors before all danger 
from frost is over—about the time the 
Maple trees are out in full leaf. There 
are two ways of 

Setting out these pots. If you 
have succeeded in raising three tine, 
sturdy plants of about equal size, set 
out your plants in hills 3 feet apart, 
pots and all. The lots easily rot, 
while protecting the young Corn from 
cut-worms early in the season. But 
do not forget to tear off the bottom of 
each pot so that the roots may spread 
quickly. On the other hand, if you 
have not succeeded in getting a good 
“stand” (and this frequently happens 
to all of us, no matter Imw carefully 
seeds are selected) set your pots 1 foot 
apart in rows, with 3 feet between the 
rows. And do not set your ix>ts in one 
straight row, 50 feet long, but rather 
in five short rows, each 10 feet long, 
forming a little “block” or square. 
This is a jioint some gardeners are apt 
to overlook. Yet, upon its observance 
depends entirely how well the plants 
are fertilised, which, in turn, deter¬ 
mines how well the ears will be filled. 
While the subject of fertilisation is 
liefore ns let me caution you not to 
plant white and yellow sorts of the 
same season of maturity side by side. 

If you do you are bound to find yellow 
kernels all through the harvest of 
white ears and vice versd. Not that it 
matters much or affects the quality in 
any way. But do not suspect your 
seedsman of selling you a poor strain 
if you ignore the question of cross- 
pollination. 

Corn for five from July to frost. 

—About Decoration Day I generally 
sow three 15-foot rows each of Golden 
Bantam and Sweet Orange. A week 
to ten days later I sow an equal 
amount of space to Howling Mob and 
Goldeq Rod. Of course, middle of 
April, I start about fifty pots of Early 
Dawn in our warm and sunny cellar. 
This generally ensures us the first ears 
of the season for the “ Fourth of 
July” dinner. For a succession up to 
frost I depend on repented sowings of 
Golden Bantam and Howling Mob. It 
is, perhaps, worthy, of mention that 
these two sorts seem to have a heavier 
husk thau mosCoHjers. As thf result, 
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they not only resist the attack of 
worms admirably, hut also stand 
slight frosts without material injury 
to the ears within. 

Notwithstanding many opinions of 
others to the contrary, I have found 1 
the growing of corn in rows, with the 
plants 1 foot upart in the row, to he 
far preferable to the hill method. A 
given area will then yield more ears 
and, where the soil is rich and well 
manured, the ears will be just as large 
ns those grown on plants in hills. In 
poor soil, of course, where manuring 
in hills has to be resorted to, the 
method of planting in hills is the only 
choice. Where Corn is planted in 
rows slight hilling is advisable, especi¬ 
ally in windy sections. Every time 
the wind blows your Corn over, its 
development receives a setback. 'J'o 
get the beat out of every ear of Corn 
you grow, regardless of variety or in 
which season you harvest it, the ques¬ 
tion of 

Gathering is of prime importance. 
To know whether the Corn is “ready” 
(at the best stage of development in 
flavour and quality) open the husk 
just a little and press a finger nail 
against a well-developed kernel. If 
the skin yields to a slight pressure and 
plenty of milky juice is noticeable, the 
ear is ready for pulling. When 
gathering the first picking, do not pull 
or jerk the whole plant, but rather 
give the ear a twist and a downward 
break. 

Do not gather (he ears until about 
half an hour before you wish to eat 
them. Have the water boiling and 
boil ten minutes. 

The choicest white kind*. — Early 
Dawn, Pocahontas, Gregory's Original 
Crosby, Howling Mob, White Ever¬ 
green, and Country Gentleman. 

The pick of ye/low kind*. Golden 

Bantam, Golden Sugar, Seymour's 
Sweet Orange, Golden Rod, Golden 
Cream, and Carpenter’s Golden Sweet. 

[ With reference to tlu: above note, I find 
Messrs. Harr do offer the floe varieties of 
these in their present year's list, as below: 
Cory, forming medium sized cobs, early, 
sweet, and of delicate flavour, 5j feet; 
Country Gentleman, a tall late variety, 
forming medium-sized cobs of fine flavour, 
4 feci; Golden Bantam, a very hardy 
variety of dwarf habit, which may be 
planted out earlier than the others, cobs 
of medium size with bright-golden seeds, 
rich and sugary, 3 feel; Howling Mob, a 
vigorous-growing early variety of medium 
heiyht, producing two fine cobs to a stalk, 
with 12 rows to 14 rows of pearly-white 
seeds of delicate sweet flavour, 5 feet. 
These I hare tried and find good. The 
best kinds, sent me by Messrs. Tliorburn, 
of Barclay-sheet, New York, hare, it is 
feared, gone down in a torpedoed ship .— 
W] 


NOTES AND REVUES. 

Pecans in April.— At last MM. Lewie 
Solomon, in Covent Garden, have had a 
consignment of excellent Pecans, large and 
in a good state. I hope they will be able 
to secure some of the present year's Nuts 
in autumn. A good point as to this Nut is 
the way it keeps in a good state.—W. 

The Newtown Pippin in April.— I have 
just had some of this from MM. Lewie 
Solomon, the best Virginian seen for many 
a day, pretty In colour and not green like 
the Oregon fruit of the same sort. The 
flavour is wonderful, though gathered 
off the tree many months ago. A few slices 
in salad of the day, Lamb's Lettuce and 
Beet, made it delicious. 1 cook the fruit 
and also eat it raw.—W. 


Peas and Beans.— In the rush to grow 
Potatoes other vegetables are 1 icing for¬ 
gotten. I have during the last few weeks 
asked many persons what they are going 
to grow on their plots, and almost invari¬ 
ably I get this reply : “ I am going to plant 
the whole of it. with Potatoes.” Surely in 
these "days of meatless meals Peas si ml 
Beaus are a great deal more useful than 
Potatoes, and ought, not to be crowded out 
of the allotments by the other crop. Tall 
Pens are more trouble to grow than dwarf 
ones on account of the sticks they require. 
Much the same holds good of Runner 
Beans. Potatoes contain very little true 
food—they arc nearly all starch, useful 
enough for keeping up the heat of the 
body, but of no value for the building up 
of fresh tissue. Peas and Beans, on the 
contrary, are rich in flesh-forming food, 
and a meatless dish made with them does 
one more good than a lot of butcher’s meat, 
despite all that may be said to the con¬ 
trary. —E. T. Ellis, Wert wood, Eeelrsall, 
Sheffield. 

Bracken and Hop as vegetables.— When 
cooked as advised by “ H. T. C.” (p. l(i<i) 
these plants are excellent. Both must he 
gathered when quite young. Young 
Bracken Sprouts, as they are often called, 
should afford a good supply of green food 
In those localities where the plant abounds. 
Hops are not so easily obtainable, lmt 
plenty may be had in the Iiop-growing dis¬ 
tricts over a fairly long i*riod during 
spring and early summer. Under no cir¬ 
cumstances would it pay to grow the Hop 
as an article of food unless one had a jiar- 
tlcular relish for it, and did not happen to 
live in a Hop country. Our food supply 
will best be replenished by concentrating 
on the proved and well-established vege¬ 
tables of our country and cultivating 
plenty of them.—M. 


The Dates of Egypt.— In Egypt there are 
about fifty varieties of Date-palm, the 
chief kinds in Kliargu Oasis. The ,Sa£di 
Dates of the Oasis are generally con¬ 
sidered superior in flavour to almost any 
other Egyptian variety, and have, in cou- 
sequence, a ready sule in the Nile Valley. 
The other varieties are not exported to 
any great extent, except, perhaps, the 
Fillig. The Tamar, while producing a 
heavier crop than, perhaps, any other 
kind, yields fruit of comparatively poor 
quality, which is, on that account, almost 
entirely used for home consumption. The 
Hauirflwl trees are very limited in num¬ 
ber, hut produce fruit of large size and 
excellent flavour. Hamrilwl Dates are, 
however, regarded as having bad keeping 
properties. Dates are met with of almost 
every variety of colour, except pure black 
and white. All the different kinds ripen 
at or about the same time—in the -early 
part of September. A tree will bear from 
eight to ten bunches, each carrying from 
12 lb. to 20 lb. of fruit, so that, in full 
bearing, it will yield 100 lb. to 200 lb. of 
Dates annually. The fruit exported from 
the Oases, being entirely disiiosed of in the 
native markets of the Nile Valley, is 
packed and sewn up without any special 
care in Palm-leaf baskets. For local use 
small quantities of selected fruit are fre¬ 
quently preserved in a moist state in 
earthenware jars.— “An Egyptian Oasis.” 

[North Africa is clearly full of valuable 
food. How the Arabs use the Dales 
should be told us by travellers ulto know 
the lands. The Dates sold in our cities 
seem smeared over with sticky manu¬ 
factured sugar, of which it would be well to 
get rid. We should know the best varie¬ 
ties to use in their best state for eating. 
Egypt is but one of the lands where this 
story of z fruil food abounds. —W-J 
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ROOM AND WINDOW. 

THE FINER SNOWDROPS. 
Snowdrops are universal favourites, par¬ 
ticularly. perhaps, of those whose oppor¬ 
tunities permit of their being employed on 
a generous scale as in the woodland and 
like places. With respect to certain Lilies 
1 have frequently urged that they are more 
content when sharing the root companion¬ 
ship of other plants. Of no other group of 
bulbous-rooted subjects, probably. Is this 
more true than of the Snowdrops. In¬ 
deed, some of the best-devekqied clumps 


that rich soils are not to their liking, while 
none will lx! disposed to question the suit¬ 
ability of the environment. Those 
enumerated below are among the more 
handsome of these plants. Those possess¬ 
ing any of them should remember that 
during the past two years the usual sup¬ 
plies of collected bulbs have not been 
forthcoming, hence special endeavour 
should t>o made to secure all the seeds 
that ripen. Seedling-raising is quite a 
simple matter, and, in existing circum¬ 
stances, well worth while. 

G acanthus Ai.leni. — Regarded as a 
natural hybrid between G. latifolius and 


green and white; charming for bowls or 
for naturalising, preferably always in poor 
ground. Cassaba, known also as robustus, 
is a fine, tall-growing form, and Whittali, 
with broad, blue-green leaves and hand¬ 
some globular flowers, is one of the giants 
of the race. Asia Minor. 

G. Foster!. — This rare and beautiful 
kind has been called the “ King of Snow¬ 
drops.” It is also one of the most. dis-. 
tinct in habit, its blunt Scilla-like leafage 
separating it from all. 

G. Ikaiii.*. — Dwarfer-growing than 
some, witli handsome snow-white flowers, 
this lias also marked characteristics par- 



of G. nivalis 1 remember to have seen 
were associated with Portugal Laurels, 
where they constituted as perfect a fringe 
to the shrubs as it were possible to con¬ 
ceive. The extraordinary growth denoted 
a long tenure of the ground, their iierfect 
health demonstrating that they were quite 
couteht. On Grass or in woodland they 
are equally happy, or, again, where Fern, 
Hepatiea, Cyclamen, Lenten and Christ¬ 
mas Rose, with Winter Aconite and others, 
give of their best beneatli deciduous trees 


the Snowdrop also appears to do uncon 
monly well. In these and like places the 
obtain an unmistakably permanent hold < 
the soil, evidence ato-iiyst hand, I|thii 


it. hj-sl uana, t, thin 

Google 


G. eaucasicus, both of which occur in the 
same region. It is an exceptionally large 
form with flowers almost twice the size of 
those of the first-named, the broad, blue- 
green, arching leaves being in proportion. 
Asia Minor. 

G. caucasiccs. — In all probability a 
geographical form of G. nivalis, having a 
taller habit of growth, broader leaves, and 
later in flowering. 

G. Elwesi is one of the best known and 
most deservedly popular, of all single 
Snowdrop, ns it is also one of the hand¬ 
somest. 'Tlie large snowy-white flowers 
have a somewhat globular outline, the 
inner segments marked by rich einerald- 


! ticularly in its broad, glossy, arching, and 
recurving leaves. At a recent meeting of 
the Royal Horticultural Society Mr. Her¬ 
bert Chapman, Rye, exhibited in flower a 
tine panful of home-raised seedlings, 

I which, by reason of the stoppage of im¬ 
portations, were iiossessed of more than 
ordinary interest. The species is now 
quite rare. Island of Ikaria, Asia Minor. 

G. Imcerati (the Italian Snowdrop).— 
The Italian form of our common Snowdrop 
and a beautiful and graceful plant for 
which no praise is too high. The some¬ 
what globular flowers are snow-white, the 
inner segments richly margined with green, 
into this category fall G. Meivillei and G. 
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Atkinei, the latter true, of considerable 
rarity. It Is a stout-habited plant, the 
flowers of great purity. 

G. latifolius is one of the most dis¬ 
tinct, both as regards its broad, strap¬ 
shaped, green leaves and the smallness of 
its flowers, which, notwithstanding, 
possess a grace of their own. Caucasus. 

G. PLiCATTJS.—The giant Crimean Snow¬ 
drop is not only one of the most desirable, 
but, generally speaking, one of the easiest 
to grow and increase. Among its varieties 
there are early and late flowering forms, 
which render it of still greater value. Its 
bulbs are larger than the majority, its 
channelled, glaucous leaves often a foot 
long by on inch wide when fully grown. 
Usually a free-seeding sort, endeavour 
should be made to increase it by raising 
all possible seedlings, as no importations 
have come to hand during the past two 
years. E. H. Jenkins. 


FERNS. 


FRILLED HARTSTOXGUES 
(SCOLOPENDIUUM CRISPUM). 

As a subscriber to your journal for very many 
years, I should esteem it a favour if “ C. T. D.” 
could give us an article on the cultivation of 
Scolopendrium criepum, naming what he con¬ 
siders to be the very best six and general 
treatment of them—that is to say, when and 
how to pot, most suitable soil and position for 
them, also whether he thinks it advisable to 
syringe the fronds or keep them dry, and 
whether they can be grown in pote?—G. 
Nicholas. 


[Amongst the many curious and beaut iful 
forms into which our native hardy Ferns 
have sported, the frilled Hartstongues 
must undoubtedly take prominent rank, 
and since they are just as hardy as the 
common tyi>e it is really astonishing that 
so few people utilise them both for garden 
and room decoration. For the benefit of 
such plant-lovers as have not yet made 
their acquaintance a short description may 
be welcome. The common Hartstongue 
(Scolopendrium vulgare) is unique among 
our native hardy Ferns in having quite 
plain, undivided fronds, 2 feet Jong under 
favourable conditions by 10 inches wide 
on an average. These are borne on a stalk 
several inches in length, the frond proper 
then commencing by forming two rounded 
lobes followed by a plain, flat, strap-like 
leaf, tapering eventually to a blunt point. 
As a starting point for almost infinite 
diversity nothing could be simpler, yet, as 
will be gathered from these notes, a single 
section would far and away exhaust the 
spare which I could devote to its de¬ 
scription. I will, therefore, adhere to 
one, viz., the frilled or “crispum ” section. 
This, which is much more beautiful than 
the common type, is distinguished there¬ 
from by having the fronds deeply frilled; 
that is the main feature of the “ crispum ” 
or frilled section, but this is, again, sub- 
characterised in various ways by greater 
width, deeper frills, fringed edges, varied 
cresting, etc., etc., and combinations of 
these diversities. The section, in short, 
may be said to represent the more charm¬ 
ing of the hundreds of types of varieties 
of the Fern which has no rival amongst 
all the Ferns of the world as regards wide 
deviation and diversity, viz., the common 
Hartstongue. As regards 
Culture and general treatment of the 


Hartstongue, it is by no means a dainty 
Fern, ns may be judged by the fact that in 
a wild state we find tough, little, leathery 
specimens in the chinks of old walls and 
full-sized ones almost waist-high in shady 
woods and hedgerows. For pot culture ,i 
fairly open compost suits it. Syringing 
the fronds we do not advise, 
cleansing purposgg^ Under 
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especially if crested, are better without it. 
Pot culture suits them admirably, but the 
pots should be well drained. The six best 
crispumsare S. v. c. grande (Wills), specio- 
sum. nobile, Bolton’s (broad form), Stans- 
ficldi, and Perry’s best. Much depends, of 
course, upon the environment, success be¬ 
ing largely due to protection from wind 
and a generally moist atmosphere. Both 
these advantages are afforded by an 
ordinary greenhouse.— Chas. T. Druery, 
It, Shaa-road, Acton, II' 3 j 


INDOOR PLANTS. 

THE DOUBLE WHITE PRIMULA. 
This variety of the Chinese Primula may 
be grown year after year without any 
signs of deterioration; indeed, it is now 
considerably over forty years since I used 
to handle it in large quantities. At that 
time I was engaged in a market nursery 
where this Primula was largely grown for 
the supply of cut flowers, most of which 
were disposed of as single pips, packed in 
shallow boxes. The main object was to 
maintain a good succession of blossoms 
throughout the winter, when there was a 
great demand for them, ns it must be 
borne in mind that the different kinds of 
flowers then grown were much more 
limited in number than they are at the 
present day. By the end of March the 
plants used to get shabby, and, despite an 
occasional stimulant, tile flowers poor. 
They were increased by what may be 
termed a modification of layering, that is 
to say, the plants were individually gone 
over, ail flower-spikes removed, and the 
whole of tlie bad loaves cut off close to the 
stem. Some fibrous loam and peat with a 
little sand were then banked around the 
lower part of the stems, and secured in 
position with two or three pegs. The 
whole of tlie plants being treated in this 
way the house was kept somewhat closer 
than before, and during bright weather 
the occupants were given an occasional 
light syringing. Under these conditions 
masses of fresh roots wore pushed forth 
into the new soil, and when they were con¬ 
sidered to be sufficiently advanced tiiey 
were taken in hand, turned out of their 
pots, and divided into as many plants as 
were considered desirable. Potted into 
small pots in a mixture of loam, leaf- 
mould, and sand, they, with the bouse kept 
rather close and shaded, soon took 
possession of the new soil. Later on, when 
sufficiently advanced, they were shifted 
into pots 5 inches in diameter, in which 
they were allowed to flower. For the first 
potting the strongest only were chosen, tlie 
plants being divided into two batches. 
The varieties raised by the late Mr. R. 
Gilbert, of Burghlcy, which in their day 
created quite a furore, I could never in¬ 
duce to grow with tlie same freedon* as 
the ordinary Double White. As far as 1 
know they have now dropped out of 
cultivation. W. T. 


HOTES AXD REPLIES. 

Potting Vallota purpurea.—Kindly tell me 
in what sized pots to plant bulbs of Vallota 
purpurea and if they should be potted singly 
or several in a pot? The bulbs are about the 
size of Walnuts.— Curious. 

[Care should be taken not to put the 
Vallota bulbs into pots too large for them, 
as they will not flourish in a mass of soil. 
Pots 1 inches in diameter will be quite 
large enougli for single bulbs, or you may 
put three into a 5-inch pot. Water 
sparingly till the bulbs are well rooted. 
As Vallotas should not be disturbed more 
than is absolutely necessary the soil in 
which they are i>otted should be of a good, 
lasting nature, consisting for the most 


part of loam lightened to a certain extent 
by a little leaf-mould and sand. The 
amount of these two last will depend ujion 
the consistency of the loaui. The i>ots, of 
course, must be clean and effectually 
drained.] 

Edging plants for greenhouse stages.— 

“ W. T.,” at page 150, inquires about 
flowering plants for the above purpose. 
In addition to those recommended in tlie 
reply to his query—C. isophylla, C. i. alba, 
and C. Muyl—I suggest tlie following : — 
Thunbergla nlata and its varieties and 
Verbena radicans. The former may be 
readily raised from seeds sown now, and 
while its slender stems will climb if sup- 
I>ort be given, yet, if allowed' to fall over 
tlie edge of tlie pots, they make attractive 
edging plants. Verbena radicans is quite 
different from the ordinary Verbena, being 
of a trailing habit, with, however, typical 
Verbena blooms of a purple shade. 
Cuttings strike readily.—W. McG. 

Fuchsias.—If these have been kept dry dur. 
ing the winter, and if it be now desired to in¬ 
crease the stock, the old plants may be lightly 
pruned and brought into heat. Bearing in 
mind that the balls will be duet-dry, they must 
be thoroughly soaked, and the best way to ac¬ 
complish this is to plunge the pots bodily in 
a tank for an hour or two. Afterwards a 
light syringing twice daily will assist in the 
production of cuttings, which, if taken oil 
with a heel, will 60011 root. We do not now 
6ee the large specimen plants of Fuchsias, 
some 6 feet or even more in height, and which 
were so popular in former days chiefly for 
furnishing large houses or for exhibition. 
These were generally grown in 10-inch pots; 
and where they may yet find favour, they 
should now be taken in hand. It is not ad¬ 
visable to repot such specimen plants annually. 
When I grew them I found that it was quite 
sufficient if the soil was removed from the 
eurface of the pot to a depth of 4 inches and 
replaced with a light, but rich, mixture, in¬ 
cluding, if possible, some spent Mushroom-bed 
manure or similar substance. Fuchsias suc¬ 
ceed best when they can be given partial shade 
—at 1 any rate, during the sunny hours of a 
summer day. 

Potting and pricking off in the case of 
plants anti seedlings raised in heat now form 
part of the ordinary routine work. In the 
course of the week a large number of the vari¬ 
ous Salvias, including 8. rutilans. 8. Pride of 
Zurich, S. Glory of Stuttgart-, an-d 8. splendens 
were potted off, and further batches of cuttings 
were inserted. Newly-rooted plants of Fuchsias 
for the open air and of Eupatoriums were 
dealt with at the same time, as were young 
Coleuses, Biplacus glntinosu6, and various 
kinds of Tradescantias. Pricking off included 
seedlings of Ageratum, Coleus, Lobelia, and 
the earlier sowings of single and double 
Asters. The supply of soil for these purposes 
is, previous to using, heated by laying it on 
the floor of a greenhouse over-night.—W, McG. 

Tuberous-rooted Begonias that have been 
wintered in shallow boxes partly filled with 
sand will now be placed in boxes of leaf- 
mould and sand and given an intermediate 
temperature in order to start them into 
grow-th. As soon as growth has well com¬ 
menced they will be potted in a rich compost 
composed of good fibrous loam, leaf-mould, a 
little dry cow-manure worked through a fine- 
meshed sieve, sand, and broken charcoal. 
After potting, the plants should be stood near 
to the glass in a house or pit. where a mini¬ 
mum temperature of 50 degs. is maintained, 
and shaded from bright sunshine.—F. W. G. 

Caladiums that have been wintered in their 
pote under the stages of the stove are now 
showing signs of growth. The tubers will now 
be shaken out of the soil and cleaned of any 
decaying matter previous to starting them in 
shallow boxes filled with leaf-mould and silver 
sand. As soon as they liave made suitable 
roots they will be potted in a compost of good 
fibrous loam, peat, leaf-mould, a little dried 
cow-manure, charcoal, and sand. The plants 
should not be potted too firmly. Any repot¬ 
ting of the plants must- be carried out before 
the plants have become in the least potr 
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VEGETABLES. 

THE ART OF DIGGING. 

There are those who consider that dig¬ 
ging is a purely mechanical operation, and 
one which is proper work for the garden 
labourer—quite beneath the dignity of the 
gardener proper. They are quite wrong. 
Digging is, as I have styled it at the head 
of these notes, an art, and one which is 
not easily acquired. Those, too, who look 
upon It as the appointed task for labourers 
would do well to consider that the right 
tyje of garden labourer is, and prides him¬ 
self upon being, an expert spadesman, and 
quite the equal of the more highly-trained 
journeyman with that implement, whether 
in trenching, ridging, or plain digging, or 
in the makrng of a Celery trench. There 
a-re diggers and diggers. Some never 
really acquire the correct knack, and to 
such, no doubt, the work is more or less of 
a mechanical nature. But it is a pleasure 
to watch, and a greater pleasure to assist, 
a squad of skilled spadesmen in the turn¬ 
ing over of a break. 

It is very much to be feared that head 
gardeners do not now pay so much atten¬ 
tion to the training of apprentices as they 
did in former years. I have had journey¬ 
men who served their apprenticeship in 
excellent places, and under good and cap¬ 
able gardeners, and who were yet unable 
to “ change the hand ” at the end of the 
break. For the benefit of the uninitiated, 
the phrase implies that a skilled spades¬ 
man is able to work with his face towards 
the end of the spading—that is, when 
going along from right to left, the right 
hand grasps the box of the handle, while, 
when coming back, the left hand Is upper¬ 
most. Let those who may not have prac¬ 
tised this changing give it a trial, and they 
will find that it is not quite so easy as it 
seems. It may be compared to the diffi¬ 
culty experienced by a sportsman who fires 
from his right shoulder when he tries to 
fire from the left. It is only by long prac¬ 
tice that perfect ense comes. 

The care of the spade, too, is of the 
utmost importance. It ought to be firmly 
impressed on the mind of the digger that 
when work ceases for the day the spade 
must be thoroughly cleaned before being 
laid past. If one man is in charge of a 
squad of diggers, it is sound practice to 
make that man personally responsible for 
Ibe cleanliness of the spades. Good work 
cannot be done with a dirty or half-cleared 
spade, and, in addition, when the spade 
is bright the work is much less fatiguing. 
Nor does it pay to hurry men over a break. 
The puce must, necessarily, be that of the 
slowest, and while, when all are equally 
willing, the quicker diggers will cheer¬ 
fully help on a slow one, yet it is not fair 
to ask them to do more than their honest 
share. 

Then, too, a sufficient opening ought to 
be kept in front. It is idle to expect good 
work when the spadeful which is being 
turned over falls back almost into the 
place from which it was lifted. Further, 
if level digging be expected, the opening 
must be kept straight and of the same 
width. Among young hands and in the 
case of beginners there is an irresistible 
desire to pat or break the spadefuls as they 
are laid over, but the older and more ex¬ 
perienced digger throws over his spndeful 
almost automatically into the very place 
required, and leaves it there without 
further attention. A beginner who is in¬ 
clined to break up or pat the soil as he 
turns it over ought always to be stopped 
and set to watch the manner in which a 
more experienced man goes about the 
work. Confidence soon follows, and the 
correct method Is soon acquired. 

Like, I daresay, nmnjr more practical 
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spadesmen, I have been doing what I can 
in the way of helping allotment holders 
who are making a beginning during the 
present season. One practical lesson in 
the use of the spade is, I find, worth more 
than an hour’s explanation, and it is sur¬ 
prising how readily, after a demonstration, 
the idea is grasped by those who had pre¬ 
viously thought that digging was the 
easiest thing in the world—till they came 
to try it! To those who may be helping in 
a similar way, I venture to suggest that 
demonstration is better than advice. 

A Scottish Gardener. 


SPRING WORK IN ALLOTMENTS. 
Cabbages and other winter greens grow¬ 
ing in soils of medium quality and in ex¬ 
posed gardens have suffered less than 
those growing in rich soils in sheltered 
gardens. Allotment holders should plant 
more extensively than in recent years, as 
we may not experience such severe frosts 
for many yea re. Any Cabbages that have 
survived this winter and are now growing 
freely should be hoed through regularly 
once a week, as the loosening of the soil 
will let in air and warmth, and induce a 
healthy growth. If nitrate of soda is pro¬ 
curable sprinkle about a teaspoonful on 
the soil round each plant in showery 
weather or lightly wash, it in with a rosed 
watering-can. Then there is the case of 
the allotment cultivator who docs not 
[tossess a single autumn-raised Cabbage 
plant. If he favours Cabbages he must at 
once sow a pincli of seed thinly in a shel¬ 
tered place, or, better still, in a box, and 
cover with loose squares of glass. Trans¬ 
plant the seedlings once 4 inches apart to 
a nursery bed prior to finally- planting in 
the open quarters. Sow seeds of a good 
early variety. Box-raised Onions should 
be planted out now. It pays to be some¬ 
what particular in the carrying out of this 
work. For the benefit of allotment holders 

1 will briefly explain how I grew nearly 

2 cwt. of Onions from one rod of ground 
last year, and I had no difficulty in selling 
tlie bulbs for twopence per pound soon 
after they were harvested last autumn. 
The bulk of the plants was raised in boxes 
and transplanted once to deeper boxes be¬ 
fore they were finally planted in the open 
bed. The ground had not been cropped 
for several years. It was trenched 22 
inches deep in the middle of winter. Early 
In March I forked in two barrowloads of 
rotted manure. Early in April 1 bushel 
of wood-ashes and 1 peck of soot were 
forked into the surface. In the middle of 
April the Onions were planted out 4 inches 
apart—a few rows 6 inches apart—in rows 
9 inches asunder. Seeds were sown in 
four rows and the resultant plants duly 
thinned out. The roots were carefully 
preserved and the planting done with a 
trowel. 'Water was applied several times 
when needed mid a few applications of 
manure-water were given. Nothing more 
was done except to keep the soil free from 
weeds. The largest bulbs measured 19 
incites in circumference, the average size 
being 9 inches. 

Maincrop Carrots must be sown now. 
Deeply dig and thoroughly break up the 
soil. It is neither necessary nor advisable 
to put in any manure. Sow the seeds in 
shallow drills 3 inches wide, scattering the 
seeds evenly and thinly. I keep away 
slugs by mixing fine, dry coal-ashes with 
dry soot, scattering a Aery small quantity 
on the young plants when they are damp 
Maincrop Potatoes should all be planted 
forthwith. In the case of heavy soils the 
tubers may be covered with a littery 
manure if the latter is available. In cases 
where artificials are used it is advisable 
to plant the tubers, cover them with about 
2 inches of the soil, then scatter on this 


covering-soil the Potato manure at the rate 
of nearly 2 oz. per yard run of row before 
putting on ttie remainder of the soil. If 
artificial manures are buried below the 
“sets” the roots, which grow from the 
stem above the sets, do not receive much 
benefit. Transplant young Brussels Sprouts 
to a nursery bed 4 inches apart. Young 
Cauliflowers should be similarly treated. 
The box, or it may be potful, of Celery 
seedlings must be carefully transplanted to 
a moderately rich compost made rather 
firm to induce a sturdy growth. A nice 
breadth of Turnips should be sown now. 
Few plants will bolt to flower, but some¬ 
times many do so when raised too early. 
Sow maincrop Peas thinly and in broad 
drills. ■ G. G. B. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Cabbage Harbinger. —The reputation of 
this variety of Cabbage as an exception¬ 
ally early sort has been fully established 
for some years past. To this recommenda¬ 
tion now has to tie added that of hardiness, 
evidence of which was forthcoming in the 
heads that were brought up from the 
Royal Horticultural Society’s gardens at 
Wisley and exhibited at the fortnightly 
meeting held at the Drill Hall of the 
London Scottish, Buckingham Gate, on 
Tuesday last. Neither hearts nor leaves 
showed the least sign of having passed 
through such au ordeal as was imposed on 
them by the succession of severe frosts 
which have characterised the past winter. 
This speaks volumes for its hardiness, 
particularly so at a time when Brnssicns 
in general have fared so badly all over the 
country. The heads were not large, but 
quite up to the average, for if. must he 
borne in mind that Harbinger is not a 
large-headed variety. In point of earli¬ 
ness they were but a few weeks behind the 
time the heads are usually ready for cut¬ 
ting in a normal time. This is, therefore, 
a wonderful achievement when the nature 
of tlie weather conditions they have passed 
through is taken into consideration, and 
will doubtless lead to its being extensively 
planted next autumn for cutting the fol¬ 
lowing February and March. The best 
time to raise the plants is early August, 
sowing the seeds on or about duly 2Rtli.— 
A. W. 

Big produce.— The exception taken by 
“ 0. T.” in your issue of February 24th to 
the remarks of “ S. H.” concerning the 
rage for large blooms of Chrysanthemums 
being on the increase lias interested me. 
I agree with “ C. T.” that this is not so. 
From an exhibitor’s point of view big 
blooms may be desirable, but take the 
average grower, whose aim is blossoms 
for general decoration and for cutting for 
tlie home, or, for that matter, the one who 
cultivates for sale, and we find it is the 
moderate-sized flowers produced in plenty 
that are the most popular. Not alone in 
Chrysanthemums do we find this prevail¬ 
ing, it obtains in other departments. Take 
Tomatoes and Onions as examples. It is 
not the largest specimens that are valued 
most in the kitchen. Offer a buyer two 
Perfection Tomatoes weighing } lb. each, 
or an Ailsa Craig Onion scaling 1 lb., and 
if it is a lady who is marketing she will 
in nine cases out of ten choose the moder¬ 
ately-sized produce. Bigness does not 
always ensure better-flavoured vegetables; 
on the contrary, it is the moderate-sized 
yet perfectly-grown article that gives the 
most satisfaction. I remember on one oc¬ 
casion much heartburning being c-uused at 
a show in connection with an exhibit of 
Vegetable Marrows. The schedule speci¬ 
fied “ the best pair of Marrows fit for the 
table.” To the surprise of some exhibi¬ 
tors who had staged the largest they could 
cut, their produce was passed over for a 
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small pair of Moore’s Cream, perfect iu 
form anil condition, and witljout blemisU, 
The award of the judges was quite correct, 
ns the pair they selected for first honours 
complied In every way with the stipulation 
in the schedule. It was n case where 
“bigness” had been looked ui>on as the 
one thing essential, whereas the smaller 
pair which'gained the prize met fully the 
conditions, in that they were best fitted 
for table use.— Woodbastwick. 

Herbs.—The sowing of seeds of the annual 
kinds and the propagation of others by divi¬ 
sion or by cuttings should no longer be de¬ 
layed in order that they may become well 
established before dry weather sets in. 


BEE& 

HINTS TO BEE-KEEPEBS. 
Fruit-uhowkrs who may have no inclina¬ 
tion towards bee-keeping for the sake of 
honey should, nevertheless, keep a hive or 
two of liees for tile sake of fruit of all 
kinds. I know of a head gardener to a 
small country house who does this. Until 
recently he had a small, low, bee-shed 
facing S. or S.E., well roofed and just 
wide enough to take a shelf for two skep 
hives. Now he has a standard-frame hive 
and a covered skep, but only because it 
was simpler to do this than to repair his 
old weather-worn bee-shed. He never 
troubles about honey, though he does give 
extra room in his woollen hive. Ills chief 
object being the necessary and effective 
fertilisation of fruit blossoms. He secures 
an abundance of fruit, little and big, and 
if a swarm comes off his hives lie takes it 
into a spare straw skep—a simple and safe 
operation—and either gives it away or ex¬ 
changes it with another skep hive. Of 
course, to a bee-keeper proper this is a 
loss in honey, but, after nil, the bees’ chief 
work in life is to assist the blossoms Into 
their fruiting stage, in which essential 
labour they are the chief operatives. 

The above procedure also encourages an 
increase In the number of bees, which is 
specially to be desired, so long ns the Isle 
of Wight scourge continues its course of 
destruction. There is a further possible 
advantage, however, which is worth con¬ 
sideration. As a bee-keeper I incline to 
the opinion that more skep hives may 
mean stronger strains of bees, with con¬ 
sequent greater power of Uisease-rcsist- 
nuce. This opinion—not favoured in 
“expert” circles, I believe—is largely 
based on the common sense of letting the 
bees live their own natural life as much as 
possible. Every bee-keeper knows that a 
common cause of “spring dwindling” is 
the opening of the wooden hive for ex¬ 
amination and feeding at unsuitable.times 
and with too much frequency. liees suffer 
badly from cold and from having the tem- 
lierature of their hives lowered by man’s 
ill-timeil intrusions. The straw hive 
practically forbids inspection. Hence, the 
ImS‘S live an undisturbed life, just as if 
their home were in a tree or a wall. Of 
course, standard-frame hives must be kept 
for honey-producing, but it is the greatest 
unwisdom to sweep away straw hives alto¬ 
gether, for many reasons. 

Ilee-keepers should now prepare for the 
accommodation of the profitable May 
swarms. In making up the standard- 
frames never omit to secure the four joints 
with adhesive tape and tacks. Wire nil 
frames, of course. If the frames are not 
made strong the comb is liable to draw 
them apart anil fall out in a dreadful mess 
when an examination of the hive is being 
made. Spring-cleaning must be most care¬ 
fully done in our treacherous climate. For 
spring feeding, where practised, use 
Fascall’s “ Bacterol Bee Food,” the result 
of a generous Government concession to 
bee-keeiicrs. Bernard R. Hibbebt. 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom April 10th. — Pulmonariat, Hcpaticas 
(in variety). Cyclamen Coum, Snowdrops (in 
variety), Iris histrioides major, I. stylosa. 
Crocus (in variety). Scillas (in variety), Chiono - 
doxas (in variety). Sari fray a Burseriana, S. 
apiculata, S. a. alba. S. oppositifolia latina, 
S. Eliiabetha, S. sancta, S. Boydi alba, S. 
Grie8bachi, S. Faldonside, S . Paulina, Erica 
carnea (in variety), E. mediterranea hybrida. 
Narcissus minimus, N. minor, N. pallidus 
prsecox, Daphne Rlezereum. 

The week’s work.— Planting in the rock 
garden is being proceeded with as fast as the 
state of the weather will allow. Clumps of 
Ourisia coccinea lifted, divided, and potted up 
last autumn and kept in a cold-frame 
throughout the winter have made excellent 
plants, and wiill be planted in their per¬ 
manent positions at the first opportunity. 
This somewhat, capricious plant requires a bed 
of fairly rich soil composed of loam, leaf- 
mould. and well-decayed manure in a parti¬ 
ally-shaded, fairly-moist position; but too 
much shade favours leaf-growth at the ex¬ 
pense of flowering. In planting, the rhizomes 
should be kept near the eurface, as it is the 
extending sections of the rhizomes only that 
flower. Montbretias wintered in cold-frames 
have made sturdy growth. They have been 
hardened, and will be planted out as soon as 
the weather is favourable. The ground where 
it is desirable to form groups should have 
plenty of old hotbed manure or leaf-eoil 
trenched in. For grouping, the plants may be 
placed 6 inches apart. At this distance they 
form masses of colour, but if a border is used 
for their special culture, plant in rows 1 foot 
apart and. 6 inches apart in the rows, this 
allowing room to hoe between the plants. 
Bchizostylis coccinea is a charming bulbous 
plant resembling a miniature Gladiolus of a 
bright scarlet colour. As it flowers in late 
autumn or early winter it ie particularly valu¬ 
able, and being of easy culture it should be 
grown in quantity. It flourishes beet in a 
deep, moist loam. It frequently suffers from 
drought, and if planted in light, sandy soil 
must be kept well supplied with water during 
the growing season. The plants may be 
divided at the present time and planted in 
rows 9 inches apart and 3 inches apart in the 
rows. By October tlie6e will have grown into 
nice sturdy plants, just beginning to push up 
their flower-spikes. They should then be care¬ 
fully taken up and transplanted closely in a 
row at the foot of a south wall where some 
temporary protection can be given, as, 
although the plant is hardy, the flowers are 
liable to be damaged by severe frost. 

Kniphofias protected in autumn by tying 
the leaves together and placing cinder ashes 
over the crowns will now be overhauled and 
afforded a mulching of rich farmyard manure. 
Any plants that have been wintered in cold 
pits should now be planted in their permanent 
position. Groups of these plants.are very effec¬ 
tive when planted on the banks of a lake or 
stream, or on the margins of a shrubbery. 
They are also suitable for the mixed border, 
and some of the dwarfer varieties may be 
planted with good effect in the rock garden. 
Violets will grow almost anywhere with very 
little care, except in very stiff or clayey soil 
or in town gardens that are shut in by high 
walls. Deep loam or soils of a moderately 
heavy nature are the best; sandy soils must 
have an abundance of good decayed manure 
dug in. Plants that have been grown in cold- 
frames for the production of blooms in winter 
are now growing freely, and any quantity of 
runners or divisions with roots may be ob¬ 
tained. These will be taken at the first oppor¬ 
tunity and planted 1 foot apart on well-pre¬ 
pared beds. Partial shade is desirable, as they 
will not be so liable to attacks of red-epider. 
In dry weather they should be frequently 
watered. Keep the surface-soil stirred and 
free from weeds, and cut off runners. By the 
latter part of August they will produce a few 
blooms, and early in September a sufficient 
quantity of the best plants may be put into 
frames placed on raised beds of leaves in a 
sunny position and filled with good soil to 
within a few inches of the top of the frame. 
On the approach of winter the lights should 


be put on, admitting abundance of air on mild 
days, by this means a succession of flowers 
may be kept up all the winter. Violets will 
bear a considerable amount of sunshine, but 
they resent forcing. If planted at the foot of 
south walls they frequently dwindle and die 
alter the first season, but it is worth while 
to plant a few annually in such a position, 
as they give some early flowers. I usually pro¬ 
pagate and grow a sufficient number of plants 
on specially prepared beds each year to be 
transplanted in September to frames and 
various positions outside—at the foot of 
south, north, and east walls, sunny banks, and 
shady spots—as by this means Violets may be 
picked in greater or less quantities during 
three parts of the year. F. W. Gallop. 

Liljord Hall Gardens, Oundle, Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 

Carrot sowing. —Another sowing, and a good 
one this time, should now be made of Short¬ 
horn varieties, Gem being a quick grower and 
attaining a good proportion in lees time than 
many. If left till growth is mature, the 
roots are then of quite a large size. Early 
Nantee is a fine sort to sow to form a suc¬ 
cession to the above. As mentioned in a pre¬ 
vious note, the seed is best sown in drills 
drawn 1 foot apart in nice friable or easy, 
working eodl. Borne sifted leaf-mould or old 
potting-eoil spread over -the eurface before the 
ground is raked down will considerably lighten 
it and ensure a more suitable seed bed in 
oases where the soil is heavy and retentive. 

Maincrop Carrots.— The plot intended for 
these should now be made ready. If there is 
a good quantity of ashes on hand resulting 
from the burning of garden rubbish they can¬ 
not be put to a better purpose than to dress 
the plot from end to end with before either 
raking or lightly forking the surface over 
prior to sowing. If the surface is at all wet 
or sticky, boards should be laid down on which 
the ashes can be wheeled out and spread. 
Unless the weather promises to continue fine, 
it is not prudent to prepare more ground than 
can be sown in a day. The drills, which should 
be shallow, may be from 12 inches to 15 inches 
apart, and directly the seed is sown the drills 
should be closed in with the feet, and trodden 
firm. The final raking ie best deferred until 
sowing for the day—when a large area has to 
be sown—ie nearing completion. As to varie¬ 
ties. the long varieties may be selected for 
friable, sandy soils. For other classes of soil 
the intermediate varieties are best. Of the 
former, Altrincham and Long Surrey are the 
beet, while any of the various* forms of the 
intermediate variety, which generally bear 
the name of the vendors, can be recommended. 

Red Cabbage. —Those not having the con¬ 
venience for raising plants should purchase a 
score or so, according to requirements, and 
set them out 18 inches apart each way on 
well manured ground. If extra large heads 
are desired the plants should, when in full 
growth, be assisted with repeated soakings of 
liquid-manure or an artificial fertiliser. These 
plants can generally be obtained cheaply from 
growers who annually raise various kinds of 
vegetable plants for disposal and advertise the 
same. 

Early Celery.— The plants are now large 
enough for pricking out. If but a few dozens 
are needed, rather deep boxes will suffice" for 
the purpose, but when a larger number is re¬ 
quired a frame in which Potatoes have been 
forced on a hotbed answers best. No other 
preparation beyond levelling and making the 
soil firm is necessary, as this will suit their 
requirements. The second early and succes¬ 
sive lots of plants should, when ready, be 
dealt with in the same way. Celeriac and 
Celery for the latest supply must now be sown 
and raised in gentle warmth. 

Autumn-sown Onions.— The remainder of 
these should be transplanted without further 
delay. As this is a valuable crop, every plant 
worth being planted should be got out into 
rows on well manured ground at a distance of 
9 inches apart in the row's, the latter to be 
from 15 inches to 18 inches asunder. En¬ 
courage those previously planted by keeping 
the soil etirred between them, and when they 
commence growing freely give occasional 
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light sprinklings of soot cr guano between the 
rows, preferably before rain, otherwise hoe or 
rake it in. 

Onions raised in heat.—If duly hardened, 
plants of Ailsa Craig or any other approved 
variety may be transplanted in lines 18 inches 
apart and not closer together than 9 inches 
in the lines or rows. To obtain the best re¬ 
sults the ground must have been well pre¬ 
pared for them, but an excellent crop of bulbs 
can be had from a 6ite made ready in the 
ordinary way—as for spring Onions, for in¬ 
stance. Lift the plants carefully with a trowel 
to secure a good ball, use the same imple 
ment for replanting, and firm the soil in a 
methodical manner about the roots. When 
finished, rake and level the soil down between 
the rows to give all a finished appearance. 

Chicory.—A few rows may now be sown on a 
piece of well-worked soil to provide roots for 
early use. 

Grafting.—This may now be undertaken ex¬ 
cept in districts where as yet the sap is not 
what is termed well "on the rise." In this 
case it should be deferred for another week 
or ten days. Hardly anyone now uses a mix¬ 
ture of c-lay, cow-clung, with a little chopped 
hay worked in with it to make it more hold¬ 
ing for enclosing the grafts after they have 
been worked on the stocks, but tho6© who 
prefer it to grafting-wax should get as much 
as will be required in readiness beforehand. 
The ingredients must be thoroughly kneaded 
and worked together, and the whole when 
ready for use placed in the shade and kept 
covered to prevent it from drying. Some prac¬ 
titioners enclose 4he clay daubs with Moss to 
prevent them from drying and cracking. A 
supply of this should in such case be ready 
to hand. Grafting-wax is to be purchased 
cheaply. Before the scions are worked on the 
stock or branches of a tree which is to be re- 
grafted, as the case may be, the latter should 
he cut back to the exact point where the 
scions are to be inserted, and if large enough 
to need the use of a saw in doing 60 , pare 
the wounds perfeotly smooth with a sharp 
knife. The latter is most essential for the 
preparation of the scions, also the branch or 
stocks on which they are (to be worked by the 
process of “whip" grafting or whichever 
method is preferred. The scions must be se¬ 
cured in place by broad strands of raffia 
bound firmly round both stock and scion, but 
so long as they are firmly held in position 
le<?e of it is required if grafting-wax is em¬ 
ployed than clay daubs, for the simple season 
that the former, when applied, very effectually 
excludes air, which clay does not, hence the 
necessity for employing more binding-on 
material when the latter substance is used. 
The scions must be selected from well-ripened 
pieces of on© year or two year old wood with 
the buds in a dormant condition. To prevent 
them from drying while grafting is going for¬ 
ward they should he kept in a waterpot or 
bucket containing a few inches in depth of 
water. Clay daubs need looking to frequently, 
and if any cracking is observed fill up the 
figures at one© with moist, freshly-worked 
clay. 

Second house.—Here disbudding should 
either have been concluded or nearing comple¬ 
tion. Start tying down as soon as the shoots 
are of a sufficient length, see that fly does not 
gain a footing by keeping the tree thoroughly 
syringed daily, but, if necessary, vaporise 
two evenings in succession, abstaining from 
afternoon syringing on both occasions. Give 
border watering every attention, and if a 
stimulant has not been given sine© the trees 
passed out of flower, attend to this the first 
opportunity. 

Late houses.—With the trees just coming 
into flower great care is needed, especially if 
the houses are unheated. In that ease the in¬ 
ternal atmosphere must be kept as dry as 
possible during cold weather, and close the 
veutiiatorB early on bright days to husband 
6olar heat. lit is a great help in such a con¬ 
tingency. if th© material is at hand, to 
cover the roof at night with tiffany or scrim 
canvas. All anxiety, however, is removed in 
this direction when lat© houses are sufficiently 
heated that no risk from froet is likely to 
occur. As th© flowers open they must be ferti¬ 
lised by hand if bees in sufficient number do 
not visit them- 8*>t*e growers ^fect this 

t Go gie 


setting by gently dewing the flowers with clean 
water about th© middle of th© day. In th© 
case of trees not yet in bloom it is a good 
idea to fumigate or vaporise beforehand. As 
in the foregoing instances the borders, if in¬ 
side, must have their needs promptly attended 
to, and if water is required, afford it before 
the trees come into, and got on any account 
while in, bloom. 

Pot Vines.—To enable the berries to con¬ 
tinue swelling without check stimulants 6hould 
be regularly supplied to the roots in liquid 
form. As soon as the nutritive properties of 
the mulching last applied become washed out, 
renew it. If full of roots, leave it, and place 
the new material on top and around it, as the 
more roots the canes are encouraged to make 
the larger size will the berries attain and the 
better the ultimate finish. Until colouring 
commences, previous recommendations as to 
airing, temperatures, damping, etc., should be 
continued. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Strawberries.—If litter is obtainable, it is 
a good plan to mulch the beds now, as the 
rain will wash all the ammonia out of it, and 
the sun and wind together will bleach and 
sweeten it and leave it in excellent condition 
for the fruits to li© upon to ripen. Before the 
litter is placed in position clear off all weeds 
and dead leaves from the plants, and if former 
directions as to dressing the borders and beds 
with soot and wood ashes have not been 
attended to get it done at once. The litter 
should be well worked round the collars of the 
plants, and it should be placed sufficiently 
thick between the rows so that the soil will 
be well covered when the litter comes to be 
trodden down. Other materials sometimes 
employed for this purpose are dried Grass and 
the short Grass collected by the mowing- 
machines. The first, if fairly long and well 
dried, answers every purpose, but th© second 
is very objectionable, as the short, dry par¬ 
ticles on the surface of the mulch adhere to 
the fruits, while that underneath become a 
decayed mas6, and is anything but pleasant 
to walk on. 

Grapes stoning.—Vines on which the 
Grapes have passed through the stoning period 
should have all laterals stopped, assisting the 
fruit towards the last swelling with plenty of 
food in the form of liquid or chemical manure. 
Attend to airing and damping down, and, if 
necessary to hurry the crop, make th© most 
of sun heat in preference to the employment 
of much fire heat. Look over th© Vines on 
which the Grapes are about to enter on the 
stoning period, and etop all sub-lateral 
growths in close. Then let them alone until 
the seeds or stones have become well hard¬ 
ened, after which resume stopping again. 
Maincrop Muscats have broken well, and are 
rapidly approaching the flowering stage. As 
Muscats revel in strong heat, the night tem¬ 
perature should now range from 65 degs. to 
70 degs., and that for the day from 75 degs. 
to 80 degs., admitting air soon after the latter 
figures are reached. Do not hurry to tie 
down the laterals in place, all that is needed 
being to keep the points away from the glass, 
and where a difficulty is experienced in setting 
Muscats, this will be found a great help, as 
the points of the bunches can then be easily 
kept up to the light. Give every attention to 
the fertilising. If there is likely to be a 
dearth of foreign pollen at the time the Vines 
are in flower collect it beforehand from such 
freeeetting kinds as Alicante and Black Ham¬ 
burgh, and put into a clean cardboard box, 
where it will retain its potency for several 
weeks. 

Peas. To ensure a constant and regular 
supply of Peas from the middle of .June to the 
end of September sowings ought to be made 
every ten days or a fortnight. The large 
Marrows are always most appreciated. These 
must be 6own thinly. More Peas are spoilt by 
sowing too thickly and allowing them to be¬ 
come overcrowded than from any other oauee. 
Marrowfat Peas should be sown in double 
lines in the trench, placing the seeds at a 
regular distance of 2 inches apart, removing 
every other one when about 3 inches high, 
and in the case of extra strong growers 
8 inches between tb© plants is pone too much. 


Make the soil firm before sowing. The drills 
should be flat at the bottom, 6 inches wide 
and 4 inches deep. It is not advisable to give 
a selection, as most people have their own 
favourites, and there are many varieties 
which do admirably in some localities but fail 
to a great extent in others. I am not much in 
favour of the very dwarf varieties, as the 
yield is very small compared with that of the 
taller ones. At the same time, they have their 
value, especially where suitable supports are 
difficult to obtain; and in small gardens and 
on narrow, sunny borders it is always well to 
grow some. 

Leeks raised in heat and afterwards care¬ 
fully hardened will now be fit for planting. 
Take out a trench in a precisely similar 
manner as is done for Celery, placing about 
4 inches of good half-rotted manure in the 
bottom on which place about 6 inches of good 
soil, then tread lightly. Plant with a garden 
trowel, disturbing the roots as little as pos¬ 
sible. Every inducement should be given the 
plants to start away into new growth as 
quickly as possible by frequently sprinkling 
in dry weather and giving shelter in frosty 
and stormy weather. 

Autumn-sown Cauliflowers must be planted 
out immediately the weather is favourable. 
The cold winds and sharp frosts recently ex¬ 
perienced make one rather chary about sub¬ 
jecting such a valuable crop as this to the 
mercy of the weather, but the time lias 
arrived when they must have attention. In 
our ca6© the plants are thoroughly hardened, 
having been exposed to several degrees of 
frost whilst in the frames, and if given the 
protection of a few Spruce or other evergreen 
branches placed round the plants when 
planted out, no further protection will be 
necessary. A sowing of 

French Beans will now be made in cold 
frames where the surface of the soil is within 
18 inches of the glass. Dwarf free-bearing 
varieties are chosen, and these are planted 
in rows 18 inches apart. The Dwarf Butter 
Bean may also be planted in the same way. 
This is a free-cropping Bean of excellent 
quality, and can be produced with exactly the" 
same treatment. 

Lettuces raised in gentle heat are now 
plentiful, and as soon as carefully hardened 
will be prick©d out in .quantity on warm 
borders about 4 inches apart. Frequent sow¬ 
ings should be made of both Cos and Cabbage 
varieties, and it proves a great saving of time 
and labour if these can be sown where they 
are to remain, as it is not only the time re¬ 
quired for transplanting that has to be con¬ 
sidered, but also the attention needed after¬ 
wards in the way of watering should a spell 
of dry weather set in later in the season. A 
pinch of seed scattered between Celery 
trenches. Asparagus beds, or other places 
where it is not possible to grow a permanent 
crop is a ready way of having plenty of good 
Lettuce, so long as frequent sowings are made, 
and such plants are not- likely to run to seed 
so quickly as thos© put out on recently-dug 
ground during dry weather. 

Parsley raised in boxes and afterwards 
pricked out into other boxes is now ready for 
planting out. F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Broad Beans.—Among other things, some 
lines of early Broad Beans were sown in the 
course of the week. I am no great admirer 
of the leviathan pods of modern days, and I 
think it will be admitted that th© older and 
smaller types are much more delicate in 
flavour than the larger-i>odded kinds. Tho 
sowing in que«t.ion consisted of Aquadulce. a 
Bean which I have grown consistently for 
over twenty years. Buooessional sowings will 
be made at intervale, the next- lot being 
Mazagan, also a small seeded and good Bean. 
In sowing, the seeds are put out with a 
dibber at a distance of 8 inches, while between 
the lines 30 inches are allowed. I prefer this 
plan of seeding, as rate or pheasants do not so 
readily find the seeds as when they are drilled 
in. 

French Beans.—For early planting out, a 
sowing of these was made in a cool-house. 
Very often when the seedlings are ready a 
spars cold-framG happens to be at liberty, and 
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if planted therein an extra early crop can be 
obtained. Every grower lias, of course, his 
particular favourites for this work, and I 
prefer Canadian Wonder and Negro Long-pod. 
At the same time a ©owing of Veitch’e Climb¬ 
ing French Bean was made under similar con¬ 
ditions. Vegetables will be more extensively 
grown for winter use during the forthcoming 
season, and extra lines of these Beane will pro¬ 
vide large quantities of material for bottling 
or for preserving in salt. 

Brassicas.—Full sowings of all the Bras- 
eic-as have gone out in the open. These in¬ 
cluded Ellam’s and Enfield Market Cabbages, 
Walcheren, Eclipse, and Autumn Giant Cauli¬ 
flowers, Red Cabbage, Early TJlm and Drum- 
bead Savoys, Dalkeith and Scrymgeour’e 
Giant Brussels Sprouts, and two varieties of 
Curly Kale. Seedlings of all these previously 
sown in cool conditions under glass were 
pricked off, some into boxes, others into cold- 
frames. Those in boxes are principally Cauli¬ 
flowers, including Early Snowball and Early 
Erfurt, as well as those above mentioned, and 
they will for a time be given a little heat. 

Pricked-off Onions and Parsley in frames 
now require almost daily attention in respect 
of watering. Early ventilation is necessary, 
and at all times let them be kept as cool as 
possible. Too much heat will Result in weak 
and spindly plants—hardly worth putting out. 
Unless frost threatens, let a little air be left 
on the frames during the night. Under 6uch 
conditions growth may be slower in the early 
stages, but ultimately the plants will be 
thrifty and may be transplanted with the 
minimum of check when hardened off. 

Second-early Potatoes.—The quarter in¬ 
tended for the second-early crops of Potatoes 
is in the course of being forked up. It was 
well manured and deeply dug in early winter, 
and as the present forking goes on a good 
dressing of wood ashes (which have been kept 
quite dry) is being worked in. The varieties to 
be planted include, among others, Beauty of 
Hebron and Sir John Llewellyn. The former, 
if now of some antiquity, succeeds to perfec¬ 
tion in the soil of these gardens, and it has 
never been judged expedient to discard the 
variety in favour of newer kinds, w'hich might 
not, conceivably, be 60 satisfactory* 
Gooseberries are on the point of bursting 
into leaf. Although during last season no 
signs of caterpillar were observed, yet the 
usual precautionary measures will not be 
neglected in order that they may be kept clear 
of that pest. Presently, choosing a damp, but 
not a wot, morning, the bushes will bo liber¬ 
ally dusted with dry soot. This is quite as 
effective as any of the advertised, and some¬ 
times poisonous, specifics. After this is com¬ 
pleted the brakes will be hoed over. Similar 
precautions are taken in the case of Red 
Currants, which are at times liable to the 
attentions of the eawfly. 

Black Currants.—As is usual at this time, 
a close inspection was made among the bushes 
to make quite certain that no traces of big- 
bod were present. Up till the present this 
pest, has not been observed in these gardens, 
but, as it is known to exist in the neighbour¬ 
hood. the need for vigilance is obvious. If 
detected in the early stages, and the in footed 
buds promptly picked of! and burned, there 
seems to be no reason why it should not be pre¬ 
vented from obtaining a lodgment; but, so far, 
the bushes are immune. 

Rose pruning now claims attention. Much 
is written, and will continue to be written 
year by year concerning the pruning of Roses. 
In I lie case of these, ns of fruit-trees, the 
operators observation and common sense will 
be tlio best guide. Not all Roses as is equally 
the ease with fruit-trees—require the same 
treatment,, and experience soon shows what is 
the correct way. Broadly speaking, all un¬ 
profitable wood should be cut out—that is, 
pithy and immature growths and those of a 
weak and straggling nature. Begin first with 
H.P.’s, afterwards attend to Hybrid Teas, and 
finish up with the more delicate Teas. It goes 
without saying that all—without, exception— 
newly-planted Roses ought to he cut down to 
about. 12 inches from the ground line. If this 
ii not done it is idle to expect good results, as 
the tree does not get ail opportunity of form¬ 
ing til© growths which lay the future founda¬ 
tion of the plant. 2H^same thing bay be ob- 
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eenred in the practice of cutting down Rasp¬ 
berry canes in their flret season, and for a 
similar reason. 

Box edgings.—It may appear early for the 
cutting of Box edgings, but I have cut them 
at this season for many years with eatisfac- 
tory results. A good start has been made 
with the work during the week. There is 
much to be got over, and it will be persevered 
with as opportunity arises. W. McQdffog. 

Balmac Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

April 11th, 1917. 

Wintry weather conditions and the near 
proximity of Easter were, doubtless, the 
principal reasons for a smaller exhibition 
than usual on the above-named date, albeit 
there was much both to interest and at¬ 
tract. The magnificent collection of Dar¬ 
win and other Tulips from Wisbech, grown 
in bowls of fibre, was in the nature of a 
revelation, and highly instructive to boot. 
Finer growth or foliage could not have 
been possible by any method of culture. 
Roses from Twyford were delightful for 
their freshness, fragrance, and variety, 
while demonstrating the most skilful 
cultivation. Choice collections of alpines 
were in considerable force, their variety a 
tribute to the wealth obtaining in these 
flowers early in the year even with arctic 
conditions prevailing. Daffodils, too, 
played a not unimportant part, and, with 
Carnations and Orchids, much flower 
beauty was brought together. No fruit or 
vegetables were shown, and one novelty 
only—an Orchid—obtained recognition. 

TULIPS. 

The collection of Darwin and other 
Tulips from Messrs. R. H. Rath, Limited, 
and for which a gold medal was awarded, 
was much the finest exhibit in the hall. 
Grown entirely in fibre in bowls, and 
numbering close upon a hundred, the group 
extended to a full table-length—roughly 
79 feet—hence making a grand display. 
Finer produce from any method of culture 
could hardly he conceived, and, variety 
being considerable, it showed that all alike 
were amenable to the treatment. One end 
of tlie group comprised the lovely pale pink 
Suson, a refined and beautiful variety, 
which, with the ever popular Clara Butt, 
might bo considered indispensable. Europe, 
a brilliant scarlet of the largest size and 
having a base of pure white, stood out well 
among the rest, though Isis, in the same 
colour range, was very striking too. 
Panorama, dwarfer than some, is a bronze 
with a ruddy suffusion on its rounded 
checks, as lion till fill as it is distinct. 
Goliath. «iuito a giant even among the 
Darwins, is a big bronze-shaded flower-, a 
great Tulip if less refined than some. 
Faust (glossy maroon), Bleu amiable (the 
best of the mauves). and Wally Noes (|»ale 
violet and lilac) were other good things. 
Mrs. Moon (yellow) and Inglescombe 
(yellow) are cottage Tulips of great beauty 
and elegance of outline. 

NARCISSI. 

Only one collection of those I lint from 
Messrs. Barr mid Sons was on view, 
though, by reason of its extent, a large 
lumber of varieties were included. A 
central feature was largely made up of 
seedlings, the majority being under num¬ 
ber. Many were very beautiful. Among 
them was Golden Arrow, a big Cyclamineus 
hybrid of intense colour and Golden Queen 
of Spa in effect. It is very striking and 
beautiful. Golden Chief, a magnificent 
rich self-jvllow Ajax with imposing crown, 
stood out from all; not less so the chaste 
white trumpet sorts. Mrs. G. li. Barr and 
Loveliness, both of which, grouiied in some 
<iuantity, were productive of good effect. 
Volcano, a double iucomparabilis with 


richly coloured centre petals, was very dis¬ 
tinct, while such as maximus, still un¬ 
beaten for colour. Firelight, a small 
brilliant cupped sort, I xml Roberts, and 
Weardale Perfection were among others in 
a notable lot. 

ALPINE AND HARDY PLANTS. 

A novelty was introduced into this sec¬ 
tion by Mr. Clarence Elliott showing in 
shallow pans alpines suitable for table 
ornaments, some being rather prettily 
arranged. Only the more miniature¬ 
growing sorts were employed, these being 
either in flower or the forward bud stage. 
In this way Saxifrages of the oppositifolin 
set, S. Paulin* (yellow), Anemone vernalis, 
Muscari azureum, Puschkinia, Iris reticu¬ 
lata, Houstonia ceerulea, Androsace laevi¬ 
gata (rosy), and others were associated. 
Messrs. R. Tucker and Sons showed a 
great variety of alpines in flower iu shallow 
boxes or trays, a convenient and inex¬ 
pensive way for times like the present. A 
batch of Androsace (Douglasia) lievigata 
(rich rose) was most attractive; equally so 
Saxifraga oppositifolin iatina and others 
of the set. The rare 8. Vandelli, S. 
Rochelliaua lutea, 8. Petraschi (white), S. 
Haagi (rich golden), and a distinct form 
of S. Griesbaelii were others of note. In 
Messrs. Barr’s collection Iris japonica, 
Cliionodoxa gigantea, Saxifrages iu 
variety, notably Petraschi, Faldonside, and 
FuuHme, were remarked. Conspicuous iu 
a extensive and varied lot from Mr. G. 
Iteuthe was a fine array of Hepaticas, in¬ 
cluding the rare double blue. Here, too, 
was seen a choice assortment of Saxi¬ 
frages, a very telling effect being secured 
by disposing them in generous groups. The 
lovely S. Irvingl, S. Haagi (rich yellow), 
8. Paulin* (full of bud and blossom), and 
S. Burseriana minor were some of them. 
Shortia galacifolia, S. g. rosea, and 8. 
uniflora, and Anemone blanda rosea were 
others of note. The most brilliant thing 
was Rhododendron strigillosum, a new¬ 
comer with medium-sized crimson-scarlet 
dowel's. In a more congenial season this 
would doubtless be much improved. 

ROSES. 

A most charming exhibit of these came 
from Mr. Elisha J. Hicks, the group at¬ 
tracting largely throughout the day. 
Wedded to freshness and high cultural 
excellence was the fragrance of not a few, 
the new yellow climbing Lady Hillingdon, 
of which a most sumptuous vase was 
shown, being one of the most pronounced 
in this resjiect. Ada Faiillin (rich rose 
externally, shell-pink within) has long, 
gracefully-formed flowers and recurving 
petals. Mrs. Elisha ,T. Hicks, a new H.T. 
nut yet in commerce, has pale pink flowers 
of richest fragrance, the renowned Mrs. 
G. Norwood, of deep pink, lieing well-nigh 
unique in this res|>ect. Obviously Mr. 
Hicks is working for fragrance in this 
queen of summer and autumn flowers, and 
i-s attaining it with a no inconsiderable 
measure of beauty and refinement in the 
flower. A nice lot of Princess Mary, Mme. 
Edouard lien-lot, with Rosa ilugouis 
(creamy-yellow), R. Mo.vesl. and li. M. 
Brilliant, an improved seedling form, were 
also on view. 

ORCHIDS. 

The most conspicuous novelty was 
Odontioda Coronation Orehidhurst, variety, 
which gained a first-class certificate. The 
plant has a very sturdy, vigorous habit, 
and bore a much-forked raceme with forty- 
nine flower* which, at a short distance, 
gave a remarkably pretty rose-pink and 
white effect. It is considered to l>e one of 
the finest yet raised. It came from Messrs. 
Armstrong and Brown. Other notables iu 
till' group were h Wros of bdontoglossums, 
as O. Conqueror, O. Fnbia Orehidhurst 
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variety, O. ardentillus, and O. eximillus, 
nil Doveltie*? of fligli rank. Brasso-Loelio- 
Cattleya Wo tan var. Excelsior, a remark¬ 
ably handsome hybrid of clear rose-pink 
with yellow centre, was very fine in 
Messrs. Sander and Sons’ group, who also 
staged Cattleya Snow Queen and others. 
In a small collection from Messrs. Stuart 
how and t'o. I-aelio-Cattleya Calabria was 
hoi; iI>le for itw rich apricot-coloured sepals 
and jietals and orange-coloured lip. 
Cattleya Schroder® Purity was also good 
from this source. From Messrs. Charles- 
worth and Co. Odontiodas were very good, 
particularly O. Lambeauiana Ruby Gem, 
and O. ISrewi. which is of a dark glossy 
maroon. Sopliro-Lielio-Cattleya Meuse, 
with a rich rosy effect of sepals and petals, 
iuul crimson lip, was most distinct. 
Cattleya Lady Rowena (white |x;tals and 
lip and yellow tube), as shown by Mr. J. E. 
Shill, The Dell Gardens, Englefield Green, 
was a handsome, finely-proportioned flower. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

VEGETABLES. 

Disposing of surplus garden produce (S .).— 
It would never do for you to 6eud what small 
quantity of spar© garden produc© you may 
have to London. Th© cost of transit would 
come to more than the produc© would fetch. 
No salesman would care to b© bothered with 
to little. You had far better try and agree 
with some local dealer or greengrocer in a 
near town, who would take or fetch what you 
may have. It is, all disappointment to send 
little lots to London. ._ __ 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Planet, jixn., cultivators (A. H. Maude ).— 
With reference to th© inquiry of A. H. 
Maude,” in a recent issue, as to the Planet, 
jtin., cultivators, this is my experience with 
them : — 1 have had several models, and used 
them for years. They save an immense 
amount of time and work. The combined 6eed 
drill and ho© is not worth while, unless one is 
workiug a big- garden—say, 2 acres, anyhow’— 
and the hoe on this is less strong than the 
straight wheel hoe without seeder. The single¬ 
wheel machine is best for heavy work, especi¬ 
ally if tli© ground is a little rough; but on 
thoroughly well tilled land the two-wheel 
pattern does double the work in the time. 
Personally, I prefer th© single-wheel for 
general purposes—say, th© No. 17J or No. 18, 
but any mo-del with a plough attachment is 
all right. The clearance in the two-wheel 
machine ie about 16 inches I think (from 
memory). All these machines are well within 
the strength of an ordinary gardener. A boy 
can do a good deal with them.—P. Larcom. 


8XORT REPLIES. 

T.»<1U Gardener. The Leeks will be of no 
rain© whatever. As for the Parsley, ©land it 
in the open air in a sheltered place for about 
a week, then plant out. Your best plan will 
be. as regards the l/cck*. to get a. few plants 
fi' m some gardener in your neighbourhood. 

-i. Gladstone.—Your best plan will be to 

wait until the weather gets warmer and 
growth is active, then you may cut the plant© 

down to where the young Glioote start.- 

J»\ f. lies. —Specimen, owing to bad packing, 
much knocked about. Evidently one of the 
millipedes—a foe. Dennis Uannifinn. 1 , 
Write to MM. Vilmorin et flip.. Paris. 2. Your 
second query was answered some weeks ago. 

NAMES Or PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants.—F. Dickens. —1, Soft Shield 
Fern (Polyeticbum angular© proliferum); 2, 
Asplenium bulbiferum. 


Sugar Beet.— Now that .sugar is so 
scarce and likely to be scarcer, it might be 
a great help to some of your readers, like 
myself, if you would insert an article on 
the value of Sugar Beet and how to use it 
with various jams, and the proportion of 
sugar to be used as well.— Philip W. G. 
Filbert. 
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MAKE YOUR GARDEN KEEP YOU 

BY USING 

RITO 

(TUB HUMOSIN FOOD FOR SOIL BACTERIA). 

Extracts from letters received from pleased users:— 

RUNNER BEANS. —Rito treated plot yielded 31 lbs. 2 oz. ; un¬ 
treated plot, 9 lbs. 7 oz. 

POTATOES. —One trench of Potatoes containing ten plants 
treated with rich farmyard manure produced 18 lbs. 
A similar plot treated with Rito produced 28 lbs. 
Rito-treated Potatoes perfectly sound and clean, 
others much diseased. 

Equally ffood reports from growers of all Garden Produce. 



PRICES :-3 bushel bag, 17 6 ; 2 bushel bag, 126; 1 bushel bag, 7/6. 
Carriage paid. Cartons, 1/- each. 

Ask for Booklet, “Rito Results," from Dealers, or 

THE MOLASSINE COMPANY, Ltd., 16, Tunnel Avenue, GREENWICH. 


RITO SUITS EVERYTHING THAT GROWS. 


For Destroying Weads, Moss, &c., on Garden 
Walks, Drives, Roads, &c. 

‘Acme’Powder Weed Killer 

Awarded 

Gold Medal by Anglo-American Exhibition; 
Commended by Royal Horticultural Society. 
Dissolves Quickly in Cold Water. 
Sizes—No. 1—Sufficient to make 25 gallons, 2 3 Tin. 
No. 2— „ „ 5U 4 2 ,. 

No. 3- „ ,, 100 6 - „ 

No. 3, Carriage Paid. Tina free. 

LIQUID WEED KILLER—Send for particulars. 
Lawn Sand. —Marvellous killing effect on weeds, 
but fertilisen thegrass. 71ba, 23; lilbs., 43; 
carriage paid on 56 lbs. 18/-. 

Arsenate of Lead Paste.— For destroying all 
leaf-eating insects, caterpillars, &c. 1 3 per lb. 

“ Fumerlte.”— For destroying all ground vermin. 
To be dug into the soil. 11 tbs.. 4'-; 28 lbs., 7/d; 
56 lbs., 14 -; 25 - per cwt., carriage paid. 
Extract of Quassia, pint, 16; carriage paid 
on 1 gallon, 5/-. 

Compound' Quassia-Tobacco Insecticide. 

Pint, 1 6, post free. 

ACME CHEMICAL CO., Ltd., 

TONBRIDCE, KENT; and 

RIVER STREET, BOLTON, LANCASHIRE. 


LETHORION 


IMPROVED METAL 

VAPOUR CONE FUMIGATOR. 

INTRODUCED 1885. 

The marvellous effect of this simple and 
cheap method of Fumigating Greenhouses is 
fully borne out by the enormous inorease of 
sales year by year. 

Only a match required for the proper start¬ 
ing of the cone to secure startling results. 

Cone No. 1, for Frames and “ Lean to’s " up to 1,000 cubic 
feet. Price 6d. each. 

Cone No. 2, for small Greenhouses up to 1,500 cubic feet. 
Price 8d. each. 

Cone No. 3, for general .use in large Greenhouses, 2,000 to 
2,500 cubic feet. Price 1 - each. 

Full Directions accompany each Cone.. 

To be had from all Dealers in Horticultural Sundries 
throughout the Kingdom. 


SEND 

FOR 


CATALOGUE FREE. 



Poultry Houses, from 35 - Portable Hut, 63/- 

W. COOPER, L TD 

74-3, Old Kent Rd., LONDON, B.E.15 

S TEEL HAND PLOUGH AND TRENCH 
HOE. - A WONDERFUL LITTLE TOOL A I 
woman can do more with it than two men with spades. 
(Jets more useful every day. Price 3s., carriage paid. — ; 
LAND TOOL CO.. 19. Allsop st.. Raker st , Lo ndon. W. 

TOWN GARDENING.—New and greatlv 

improved Fidition. By B,C. RavexSCROFT. A HanJ- i 
book of Trees, Shrubs, and Plants suitable for Town Culture 
in the garden, window, or greenhouse. By post, 2s. 6 1 net. 
—MANAGER. 63. Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 1 .ondon. W.G. 2. 


COK.RY tSc CO., I® T: 

Bonded Chemioal Works, Shad Thames, 
LONDON, 8.E. 


THOMSON'S 


MANURES 

PERFECT PLANT FOODS 
UNRIVALLED FOR 
ALL GARDEN CROPS. 


THOMSON sSONS, Ld. 
CLOVENFORDS,N. B. 


The Offices ot “GARDENING ILLUS¬ 
TRATED" are at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
London, W.C. 2. where all Communications, 
Advertisements, and Editorial matter 
should bo addressed. 


Mention “ Gardening Illustrated.” 


WON-POISONOTJS 


KEEP YOUR PATHS CLEAN 

WITH ^ e 

MeDOUGALLS 

WEEDKILLER. 

WRITE FOff-f»R,tCES| 

OF LOC*L'i)fcALrN , -Tb 

McDouriall Bres,-Ltd., PjorLSt., MaflC tester 
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Wireworms and Slugs 
Killed 


THE CHEAPEST IN ENCLAND. 


rs?_ 

-fa 7 


Just sprinkle a little Vaporite 
powder (li lbs. to every 10 sq. 
yards) over the ground and work 
it well into the soil when digging. 
The Grubs and Wireworms will 
be quickly destroyed. 


Vaporite 

( .Small . On. lOd. 

About 7 16*. *»■ 3d. , 

„ 11 lb* . 8s. Id. 1 

„ 2Slhs. .5i. Od. 


isllI 



Copyright Registered. 


PORTABLE 

BUILDINGS. 

Made in complete sec¬ 
tion best Quality 
Red Deal (not in¬ 
ferior Foreign Match 
Hoard8 as other 
makers), planed and V- 
ioint e<l on strong fram¬ 
ing. Hoof covered with 
compressed AsphalUS 
over tongued lmn.nl*. 
Door fitted with Htrons 
hinges, lock and key, 
.bolts, etc. 






v ' - 




A Spadeful of Dead Crubs. 


( ST, lb*. 
In Bag* i M2 lbs. 


\ „ 28 lbs. . Ss. Od. | ( Carriage Paid. 

Of all Seedsman. 

Remember that Wireworms, Leather Jackets, etc., infest old grass 
land—and get a tin of Vaporite to-day. 

Write for Leaflet No. 16. 

The Strawson Chemical Co., Ltd. (Dept. P), 

79, Queen Victoria Street, E C. 4. 


joudhboroudh 



.GLASS., 


Special Prices for Cash with Order 111 Hull. 
GLASS. 1 oz. 


ItOXCH, 100 
8f| ft. 

8 i 6iti.24 - 

9 x 7 m.26 - 


200 I Boxen. 100 - 200 

xi.ft. sq.ft, sq.ft. 

40- 12,14.15,16. 18,1 fi1 r 

42 6 20.;2.2f x I2m j 36/ " eiG 

53 - i 10 -, "■ ' 8 . 2 " 'J 

?5 6 .g'isVk o. 38- 64- 


10 , Sin. 29 6 53- > 6 '>»• l8 . 20 'T 

12,13,11.15.8.n. 316 55 6 , G ig' -v, ™ ii >38 - 64- 

11.12.13, HxOin. 33- 57- V.j,„ '* ] 

12.13. 14 x 10 in. 34- 58 - j 20,22,24 x15in f 

13 x llin. 35 - 59 6 | 18. 20, 22. 21 x 40 - (7 - 

16,18,20 x lOin. 1 «« R1 J Min. ; | 

16, 18,20 x llin. J 01 ® , 20.22, 21 x 18in. 42 - 69 - 

PUTTYJJesi^,»ft.-lcwt , 14 6; lewt.,7 9; Jowt., 

DIAMONDS. 7 6 and 10/6 each. j 

GLASS GUTTERS. 6-wheel, 1/6 each. 

BEST MIXED PAINTS.—7-lh. lovertlns. White, 

8 - 8tono; ordinary colours, 6 - per stone. 

r. A T. ROSS, LTD., 

^—BURTON ST.. HULL. Estab. 1813 .mm 


CASH WITH ORDER. KLrong 

.Sizes. Kh»or. 

6 ft. long, 4 ft. wide, 7 ft. high .. £4 2 G 11- 

7 ft. long, 5 ft. wide, 7 ft. 4 in. high 4 16 6 15 6 

8 fL long. 6 ft. wide, 7 ft. 8 In. high 6 8 0 22 - 

9 ft. long, 7 ft. wide, 8 ft. high 7 8 0 27- 

10 rt. long, 8 ft. wide, 8 ft. 4 in. high 8 9 6 36 - 

12 ft. long, 8 ft. wide. 8 ft. 4 in. high 9 12 6 42 - 

Carriage Paid to auy Station In England and Wales. 
Catalogue, with Testimonials, post free. 

J. T. HOBSON & CO., 

Largest Makers of Portable Buildings. 

Established 70 Ybaus. SSDFORS. 
Works, 6 acres. 


LION CYCLES, £6 6s. Od. Cash, 

or 15/- with order ant monthly payments. 

Signed Guarantee for all time. 

Packed in crate free and carriage paid. 

Since 1905 I have advertised in this naper, and have ma la 
and sold over 20.00’) Machines NO EXTRAS: Lamp, Hell, 
Pump, an t everything included. Carriage paid. Y<»U 
CAN IllDK AND TEvSTTHH MACHINE KOlt 10 DAYS. 
IK YOU DO NOT APPROVE I PAY ALL CAdtltlACE. 

1 have thousands of testimonials. Write to-day for copies 
and Catalogue, with illustrations and full specituvation. — 
UEOItCK HEATSON. LTD., ‘ LION CYCLE ’ WORKS. 
85. MONK PLY STREET . HIKM 1NDHAM .__ 

Advertisement Rates. 


Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

“CARDENINC ILLUSTRATED.” 
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A NOTE FROM EGYPT. 

My excuse for writing to you is that I am 
a disciple of yours. That is to say, I 
have read your books with great enjoy¬ 
ment, and, in my small way, try to carry 
oat your ideas in my own small garden in 
South Wales. My chief hobby is Irises of 
all and every sort, and I have lately seen 
some very beautiful ones in the desert 
here. I am writing about sixteen miles 
east of El Arish, where we, after over a 
year on the desert, at last get on to the 
border-line where desert stops and once 
again we get a certain amount of soil in¬ 
stead of sand. 1 know the beautiful little 
Iris reticulata, which comes, I believe, 
from Palestine. This I have not seen yet. 
The one I have seen grows from a rhizome 
and stands about 9 inches high, of a light 
purple colour, and in shape like the so- 
called German Iris (forgive the word). 

I have dug up a few stems of this Ills 
and have posted them home to my wife. 
If they escape the submarines I have told 
her to send you some in case they prove 
Interesting or new. Of course, it is the 
wrong time to dig them up, but it is no 
good wniting till the flowers are over, for 
I may then have neither the time nor 
opportunity to do so. We may move 
where they do not grow, or I may stop a 
bullet and be sent to hospital. I should 
like to hear from you very much if the 
roots interest you or are worth growing. 
Hitherto I have seen very few flowers of 
any interest. In January there were some 
rather pretty Crocus-like flowers growing 
round El Arish from a bulb or conn. They 
had all the appearance of a Crocus, but 
had many heads growing from the same 
stem, mostly of a faint purple colour or 
nearly white. I am looking forward to 
seeing the country further east, around 
Gaza, but we are not there yet. I am 
afraid in a few weeks, when we hope to 
move, many of the flowers will be over, 
Including my great friend Iris reticulata, 
still I may be able to identify leaves and 
dig up the netted bull). Y'ou have no idea 
what a joy it is, after so long on the 
desert, to see a bit of Grass here and there 
and a flower or two. If you can tell me 
of any tiling special in the plant line to 
look out for it would add interest to our 
patrols. By-the-bye, 1 think I included In 
my box of Iris roots some little bulbs that 
will, I think, become a kind of small 
Crocus.— Cyrix. Joynson, 2nd Lieut. War¬ 
wick Yeomanry. 


NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 

A note from Fillingham Castle _When 

I go out the sight of the garden is most 
depressing. All the half-hardy shrubs and 
plants are killed and many,Roses. Ameri¬ 
can Pillar is quite dead and many others. 
All the Cist uses, all the A’cronicas but one 
sort, all Tree Lupins and the Bamboos 
look as it burnt—quite drab, and drab is 
the colour of the Grass. How we shall 
keep all the stock alive till the Grass and 
Clovers grow Is a mystery. There are no 
roots left.—G. T. Portmax Dalton. 

The creeping Rosemary.— After flowering 
and adorning the crest of a retaining wall 
for years this has perished, struck hard 
by frost without the snow blanket. How¬ 
ever, a plant that, has graced the rocks for 
some years should noJJjj? abandoned. It is 
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a distinct variety of the Rosemary and 
used to flower late in autumn. A southern 
form, it is a little more tender than the 
wild plant. As the Rosemary grows over 
such a large area of Southern Europe, other 
interesting forms of a plant that so many 
enjoy might be found.—W. 

Wild Primroses early blooming.— Seldom 
are these seen doing well in gardens, nor 
do they look so well as when seen wild 
with natural surroundings. In some locali¬ 
ties they bloom much earlier than in 
others. In some districts in Dorset I have 
noticed how early blooms may l>e had. 
This year I had sent me from West Dorset 
in the last week of March a nice gathering. 
These had fine blooms with long stems, so 
different from what we can get in our hot, 
dry, Surrey soil. In some seasons I have 
seen them blooming well early in January. 
—F. C. 

From Knap Hill,— I know M M. Cbenault 
are very great on grafting and are 
considered among the best propagators in 
France. 1 think the climate at Orleans is 
too dry and hot for layering Rhododen¬ 
drons. Weeping Beech may be grown 
from layers, but. it takes two years for 
them to root. I hardly think M. Cbenault 
is quite correct in writing “ La greffe est 
le triomphe de l'Art sur la Nature.” The 
flowers of Andromeda jnponicn must be 
very hardy as I have a plant in full bloom 
now. I see Epigrea repens is just showing 
flower.— Anthony Waterer. 

The Saragossa Daffodil.— Last year this 
little Ajax Daffodil, found years ago by 
the lute Mr. Peter llarr, did not flower so 
freely as usual, and was to bo broken up 
and replanted, as the clump appeared to 
have becouie too crowded. This purpose 
was not carried out on account of the 
pressure of other matters, and this year 
it has flowered almost as freely as it ever 
did. In many seasons it has been my 
earliest Daffodil, although between it and 
N. minimus there has been hut little to 
choose, while sheltered plants of N. 
pallidus prwcox have had priority in some 
years.—S. Arnott. 

Saxifraga Griesbachi Wisley variety.— 

The Royal Horticultural Society showed a 
few good plants superbly at the last fort¬ 
nightly meeting at the Drill Hall, and one 
of the best tilings was a special form of 
Saxifraga Griesbachi, two large |«ns each 
witli several dozen flowering plants. In 
this form the arched flower-stems are 
larger and thicker than usual, and the 
crimson-scarlet velvet with which they are 
clothed is richer and shows up the deep 
apple-green tiiis of tile crimson velvet 
bracts. Mr. Wright tells me that the 
original plant cropped up among a batch 
of seedlings and apparently conies true 
from seed, for all the plants shown were 
alike. It is so distinct and such an im¬ 
provement oil the tyjie that I suggest that 
it be called Saxifraga Griesbachi Wisley 
variety.— Clarence Ei.liott, Stevenage. 

Anemone trifoliata.— Will any of your 
correspondents who grow Anemone tri¬ 
foliata tell me when the plants usually ap¬ 
pear above ground? Mr. P. Neill-Fraser. 
of Edinburgh, brought this Anemone here 
about twenty-three years since, and up to 
the spring of last year it never showed 
above ground before May. At the end of 
March. 191(1, I saw the plants, and thought 
tile extraordinary early season was the 
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cause. At the end of March this year the 
same thing happened, and even flowers are 
now opening. The soil is mostly sand and 
peat, with a thick covering of Fir needles, 
on the south side of a great extent of rock. 
Most of the roots have never been moved 
since they were first planted.— E. Charles 
Buxton, Coed Dcrw, Bettys-yCoed. 

Primula Gloire de Nancy and P. La 
Lorraine. — M.M. Lemoine et fils, of 
Nancy, have given us many charming 
hybrid plants, aud to them we owe two of 
the many hybrid Primulas now grown. 
The two under notice are the result of 
hybridising Primula Veitcbi and I’, cortu- 
soides. They show distinct traces of the 
influence of P. Veitcbi in their habit and 
general appearance. They have large, 
beautifully-fringed flowers, those of Isi 
Lorraine being of a pretty rose, while 
those of Gloire de Nancy are deeper in 
hue. They make excellent pot plants, and 
are also useful in the rock garden.—S. 
Arnott. 

A note from S. Africa _I wish to tell 

you that when I bought the first number of 
Gardening Illustrated I ever saw, at a 
8. African railway station, I saw some seeds 
advertised which I thought I would like 
t.o try, so I sent to the place for them in 
England and I got two packets. I sowed 
some the very day they came, and I have 
some plants of a lovely large-flowering 
scarlet Lychnis. It is really very striking. 
I saw an adverse criticism on it in a later 
number of Gardening Illustrated, but I 
think it is a most striking flower and well 
worth growing; each flower is as large as 
a two-shilling-piece and the colour is 
brilliant, even more so than our much- 
admired Barberton Daisy. I am very- 
pleased with it.— Mrs. H. Edwardes, 
Duvban, Natal. 

Note from Ashbourne. — We had some 
I inches of snow, but now everything is 
again normal. The Embothriume will be 
a blaze this year, as will the flowering of 
all shrubs, which promise well after the 
hard winter. The alpine Auriculas are 
already commencing to flower. A good 
Anemone, earlier than the l’au Anemone 
and larger in flower, is Anemone 
syrlaca, vivid in colour and apparently 
hardy, to he had from Smith, of Newry. 
Wlten at Kew I saw with, much surprise, 
Nothofagus betuloides quite uninjured 
by frost or snow; a true evergreen and 
good in shape. Mr. Watson tells me that 
he considers it quite tlie hardiest of the 
race, but very hard to procure. On my 
return home I at once planted out my 
specimen in a sunny spot, and hope it may 
succeed.— Rich. II. Beamish. 

Veronica corymbosa.— By this name I 
have grown for many years a delightful 
rock garden Speedwell, which is still tin) 
scarce in gardens. It deserves attention 
if only on account of its flowering time— 
August and September, when other rock- 
garden plants are few and far between. 
I have often had it in bloom well into 
October. It would l>e acceptable at any 
season, though I prize the deep blue, 
densely-;)rranged spikes of bloom all the 
more because of their lateness. I see that 
Veronica corymbosa is also offered as V. 
corymbosa strieta, and it will possibly be 
found that it is a form of V. spienta. It is 
a choice little plant only inches or 
0 inches high — S. Arnott, 
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Jasminum Beeslanum. — In reply to 
“ A. T. .T., N. Wales,” in your issue of last 
■week, I should like to give my experience 
of this, plant. I was allured by the notice 
of a red Jasmine, in a plant catalogue, 
and sent for a plant of it in the autumn oi 
1914. it bloomed the next year, but the 
flowers were very few, on single stalks— 
quite unlike the habit of the common 
white Jasmine—scentless, and of a very 
unpleasing, dingy shade of red. It was 
trained up strings in front of a west wall, 
and grew vigorously, reaching well above 
the top of the o^-foot wall, but it had only 
one solitary bloom in 1910, and ns the 
foliage is very insignificant—somewhat like 
a small Privet—I decided that it was not 
worth keeping, and so grubbed it-up last 
autumn, never regretting the loss of a 
plant less.—A. G. S., Leamington. 

Daphne Mezereum alba.— This is always 
tile earliest here, but this year it has been 
much less satisfactory than usual. I can¬ 
not recollect my plants doing so badly be¬ 
fore, as they almost invariably make a 
fresh display if the first blooms have been 
caught by a specially severe frost and been 
destroyed. This year the white Mezereon 
has never had many flowers open at a time. 
One large and handsome plant is genernlly 
a picture, but this season it is very ]>oor. 
The red-coloured forms are more attrac¬ 
tive because of their exceptional shade. 
They are also more appreciated because of 
the bright scarlet berries, those of the 
white one being yellow.—S. Akxott. 

Wallflowers and the severe frost.— 
Seldom have these suffered so much as this 
season. In my garden I have lost 
thousands, but all have been injured 
Vulcan has come out the best. I did not 
anticipate tills in a dry, light soil. Even 
iu the most sheltered gardens the major 
portion is dead, both young and old plants 
alike. .My plants were raised on hard, 
poor soil. Seed was sown at the end of 
April so that the plants might get a long 
season to grow. Early in August I planted 
a lot for seed so that they might get 
established. These fared no better. Some 
strong plants put out amongst Polyanthuses 
early in September suffered less than any, 
although in a most exposed position. We 
shall miss them this season, the more so 
as so few bulbs have been planted. It 
would bo interesting to hear how they have 
fared in other districts. In some of the 
villages In the West these are quite a 
feature when in bloom.—\V. T Surrey. 

Camellia reticulata.— Although there are 
few gardens in the British Isles where this 
handsome Camellia can he grown success¬ 
fully out of doors, even against w-alls, it is 
one of flic most beautiful evergreen shrubs 
for planting in a prepared border in a cool 
greenhouse or conservatory.. Originally 
introduced in IS20, it has never been com¬ 
mon. the more easily-grown and hardier 
varieties of P. ju|K>nieu quite supplanting 
it in gardens, although O. reticulata is 
infinitely preferable. It is a native of 
China and forms a large hush or small 
tree of looser habit than C. jnitonica, the 
branches longer and more slender. The 
leaves are a good distinguishing feature, 
for, instead of being deep green and glassy, 
and oval, like those of the commoner bush, 
they are more or less ovate, w-ith pointed 
ends and dark in colour. The flowers bear 
a resemblance to those of a semi-double 
Tree Pieony, for they are from 5 inches to 
7 inches across, with large, irregular- 
shaped lietals enclosing a central mass of 
golden stamens. The petals are of a rich 
shade of rose, and as the flowers are borne 
freely a large bush presents a wonderful 
sight. To sueceed with C. reticulata it 
should be planted In a light position In a 
well-drained ''order made up of good loamy 



soil to which a little peat and sufficient 
sand to keep it porous have been added. 
In some Cornish gardens and in the south 
of Ireland good plants are here and there 
met with in the open, hut further north 
indoor culture is essential. As a rule, it 
gives better results planted out than it 
does when grown in [Kits or tubs.—D. 

The Trade practice of grafting trees 
and shrubs.— Most growers, as distinct 
from propagators for trade purposes, will 
have read with deep interest the recent 
articles on this subject, together with the 
correspondence these have elicited. There 
are few things more tantalising than 
receiving grafted trees and shrubs, os the 
amount of disappointment they cause is 
Incalculable. The failure of many grafted 
plants to do well—where they do at all—is 
[latent to all. The amateur iu a small 
way, with hut little knowledge of plants, 
is often at a loss to know the cause of his 
shrubs going wrong. In nothing does he 
suffer so much as the Rose. This is 
natural, seeing that it is so deservedly in 
the first rank of favourites and that the 
nurseryman is expected to he able to meet 
the demand for the new varieties within a 
short time of their introduction. He can¬ 
not do this without budding on other 
stocks. This is unfortunate, as the own- 
root Rase is the ideal for the amateur, who, 
if inexperienced, is so liable to neglect the 
suckers which come up from the stock and 
rob the Rose of its nourishment. As for 
the Clematis, there can he little doubt that 
the countless losses of this grand plant are 
mainly due to the use of the coarser s[ieeies 
as stocks, and it is pitiful to hear the 
lamentations as to the losses which have 
taken place in so many gardens.—A 
Grower for Many Years. 

The past winter. —The past winter has 
caused one to revise former estimates of 
hardiness, and even some plants which in 
the course of many years’ experience never 
suffered before are little but wrecks, 
though not, perhaps, entirely lost. There 
have boon some curious anomalies. Most 
winters a hedge of oval-leaved Trivet loses 
all its leaves early in its exposed situation, 
hut this winter it has cast fewer than 
usual and is still fairly well clad. Mans- 
rock plants have suffered severely. Some 
of the Candytufts, such as Climax and 
others of its class, are seared as with lire. 
Aubrietias have lost most of their leaves 
iu many positions and look most disconso¬ 
late. Even the Arabises are little better 
than the Aubrietias. iEthionemas have 
had a hard tiuicv, and I fear many which 
have been grown here for years are now 
gone. Borne of the Erodiums appear to 
have gone, hut Hypericum reptans, which 
I have lost once or twice in unusually 
severe winters, apiiears almost unscathed, 
much to my surprise. Much, of course, de¬ 
pends on the [Kwitiim and exposure. Cistus 
laurifolius, for example, has been lost in 
one [dace, but not in another. Ilellanthe- 
mums have hardly suffered. Roses have 
passed through a trying time, having made 
shoots two or three times and having them 
shrivelled up by frost. The New Zealand 
Flax is unscathed here. I am writing this 
on April 11th, when there has been a heavy 
fall of snow. I fear the winter will have 
left behind it a tale of plant losses un¬ 
usually long and containing many un¬ 
expected deaths among one’s favourite 
flowers.—S. Arnott, Dumfries. 


Index and Binding Cases for oompleted 
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Case ran be obtained from any newsagent, or from the 
Publisher, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, Londetn, T V.C. S. If 
ordered together, the price rtf the Index and Binding Case is 
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GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 

TIIE CANADIAN I’OND-WEED. 
Hundreds of readers have learnt to rely 
niton Gardening Illustrated for guid¬ 
ance in matters horticultural, but the 
editor, like Homer, must have been 
nodding when lie [tassed for the press Mr. 
Gallop's misleading statement (page 207) 
that the Canadian Pond-weed ” is com¬ 
monly known as Blanket-weed.” The two 
growths are as remote from each other in 
kind as are an Oak and the Moss growing 
on its trunk. Blanket-weed is one of the 
Conferva', a lowly genus of freshwater 
Alga?, inhabiting stagnant pools where it 
forms slimy masses of unbrahehed green 
filaments, absolutely flowerless, and in¬ 
creases by swarm-spores which are pro¬ 
duced in myriads without any form of 
conjugation. The Canadian Pond-weed 
(Elodea canadensis, known to the older 
botanists as Anacharis alsinastrum) be¬ 
longs to the relatively highly-organised 
family of llydrocharideie. It is dioecious, 
that is, hearing male and female flowers 
on separate plants. Luckily, only the male 
plant lias become naturalised in this coun¬ 
try, but it is indemnified for enforced 
celibacy through being endowed with the 
power of propagation from the smallest 
fragments of stem and leaf. To attempt 
to eradicate this weed by doses of copper 
sulphate, as recommended by Mr. Gallop, 
would prove about as effective as [fills to 
avert un-earthquake. The only remedy is 
patience; for the Pond-weed exhausts the 
soil in about three years, retires to the 
bottom where it forms a close, green car¬ 
pet 4 inches or 0 Inches thick, lying low 
for fifteen or twenty years, when it pushes 
forth again with amazing vigour and fills 
all the water for another term of two or 
three years. Some ten or twelve years 
ago a visitation such as I have described 
occurred in Loch Levon to flic dismay of 
trout-fishers. I wrote to tile Scotsman 
newspaiwr bidding anglers to passese their 
souls in patience, for the tribulation would 
pass away in its own time and nothing 
could be done to hasten its departure. The 
lake has been quite clear of the pest for 
several years. The Canadian Pond-weed 
is very nourishing diet, attracting immense 
flocks of water-fowl, and I have seen cattle 
browsing greedily on it In the rivers of 
Hampshire, but the Blanket-weed is 
nothing hut an allliction to man and beast, 
fowl and fisli. Herbert Maxwell. 

Monrcith. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The windhover a friend. —This diminu¬ 
tive falcon should hold a prominent place 
in the affection and esteem of every right- 
thinking [terson, because of its ceaseless 
and tireless pursuit of mice, moles, and 
cert i in noxious insects, such as the click 
beetle—parent of the wireworm. «The 
annual loss to agriculture through the 
depredations of these creatures must lie 
enormous, and to persecute their enemies 
is worse than senseless. One sincerely 
holies that this appeal will meet with an 
active and generous response by all those 
who have the interests and welfare of 
their country at heart, and that the kestrel, 
or windhover, together with the raptores 
as a whole, will receive that protection 
which is their right. In conclusion, one 
can only regret that it should he necessary 
to undertake special pleading in a country 
where a Board of Agriculture exists and 
the provisions of a Wild Birds’ Protection 
Act are operative. It is, to say the least 
of it, a tragic and-mournful testimony to 
the apathy of those who profess to govern 
us and to administer the products of their 
own departments,— (I/mnfnj Life, 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

THE HARDY CLETHRAS. 

Tfiree species of Clethra are included 
among hardy shrubs, though it is douhtful 
whether two of them are of much value 
except in gardens in the most favoured 
parts of the country; and in some of them 
a fourth species can he included—namely, 
the evergreen, C. arborea, a native of 
Madeira, sometimes called the Lily-of-the- 
Vnlley tree. In Cornish gardens fine ex¬ 
amples of the last-named are sometimes 
met with, though further north its proper 


ties, which differ from the type in the 
downiness of their leaves or size of 
inflorescence. The most distinct are 
Michauxi, pnniculata, scabra, and tomen- 
tosa. Of these, paniculata and tomentosa 
are specially worthy of notice. 

C. acuminata, the white Alder of Vir¬ 
ginia and Florida, grows much more up¬ 
right and dense than the last-named. 
Mature plants are 3 feet to 4 feet high. 
The inflorescences are smaller than those 
of C. nlnifolia, but the flowers are 
fragrant. 

C. canescens (here figured) also bears 
fragrant flowers, it is the most tender of 



Flowcrinj shoots of Clethra cancsccns. 


place is a cold greenhouse or one from the three, and young plants are liable to 
which frost is just excluded. Where one , be injured in winter, and again by late 
species only is required, preference should 1 spring frosts when growth is starting. In 
be given to this instance also the flowers are white 

C. AL.xiFor.iA, for, in addition to being , and fragrant. D. 

hardier thau the other kinds, its in- | - 

florescences are longer. It is found in the I Aegle sepiaria. — Know'll also by the 
eastern States, from Maine to Georgia, I names of Citrus trifoliata and Limonia 
and is known under the name of “Sweet , trifoliata, this is the only hardy member 
Pepjjer-bush.” TJnder cultivation it forms ! of the Orange family. The flowers, which 
a bash 3 feet to 4 feet high. The flowers are pure white, are about a couple of 
are white, and borne in upright panicles , inches across and freely borne, usually in 
In September, and among other recom- the early part of May. In that stage a 
moadations, their fragrance takes a fore- good specimen is very attractive. In the 
most position. TJKe^ are severfd jrarie- i milder parts of the country it bears fruit 
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freely. It Is a native of Japan and China, 
will reach a height of S feet to 10 feet, and 
as much through. Smaller specimens will, 
however, flower profusely. It can be 
readily raised from seeds, and may also 
be struck from cuttings. A warm, well- 
drained situation suits it best. Though 
grown in this country’ for many years, it 
Is, even now, far from common.—K. R. W. 


SHRUBS AT KEW AFTER THE 
SEVERE WINTER. 

The winter of 1910-1017 will long be re¬ 
membered as one of the most cheerless in 
the memory of man. December, January, 
and February were singularly sunless, but 
a few hours’ sunshine being recorded 
during the period, whilst October, 1910, 
and March, 1917, had considerably less 
than the normal amount, of sun. Through¬ 
out the winter the weather w r as very cold, 
frost, if not continuous, being recorded 
with considerable regularity during De¬ 
cember and January, with many foggy 
days and frequent falls of rain, sleet, and 
snow. In February, when an improvement 
was expected, the easterly and northerly 
winds that had prevailed for the greater 
iwrt of the winter increased in violence, 
and for several days they wore icy cold 
with considerable frost. Previous to this 
period shrubs had not suffered seriously, 
and early-flowering subjects, such as 
Witch Ilazels, Jasminum nudiflorum, and 
early Ericas, though later than usual, were 
opening their flowers. The February cold, 
however, checked everything, killed the 
flowers of various shrubs, and crippled the 
growth of numerous subjects. As the wind 
lost some of its violence the frost increased 
in intensity and further injured plants 
that were already feeling the cold. A 
heavy fall of snow came too late to afford 
protection, and a large number of low- 
growing plants have been killed or injured 
as a result. In some cases certain plants 
which were exposed to the north and east 
have suffered more severely than others of 
the same species which were sheltered 
from those points. This is specially 
noticeable in common Laurel, Sweet liny, 
Clioisya ternata, and Oval-leaved Privet. 

Semi-tender shrubs from New Zealand, 
Chile, South Europe, California, and other 
countries, which have grown for many 
years uninjured against walls, have 
suffered severely, and the following list 
includes some of the most seriously-injured 
subjects on the walls at Kew. Among the 
Esicallouias most of the evergreen siieeies 
have lost all their leaves. E. macrnnthn, 
however, still retains some, though they 
have lost their fresh green colour and the 
points of the shoots are injured. Of other 
species E. lllinita lias had the young wood 
killed, E. Balfouri lias had the wood killed 
back to a considerable extent, E. punctata 
is killed hack to two-year-old wood, and 
most other species are in a similar plight. 
The more tender Ceanotluuses, such as C. 
rigldus, C. Lobblanns, O. pnpillosus, C. 
Integerrimus, and C. dentntus, have had 
the leaves killed, and in most cases last 
year’s wood lias been destroyed well buck 
towards the base. Some very exposed 
plants look as If they will not recover. C. 
velutinus lias had its leaves injured, but 
the wood appears sound. Cennothus 
thyrsitlorus growing in the open has had 
every leaf turned brown and some of the 
younger wood killed. Corokea Cotoneaster 
has lost its leaves and the younger wood 
is killed. Feijoa SellowUina has lost its 
leaves, but the older wood seems to be 
alive. Diospyrus Kaki against a south 
wall is uninjured. Olea europma has lost 
all its leaves and the youngest wood is 
killed; older wood is sound. The leaves 
of UmbeHularla californicn have been 
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turned brown; in fact, a plant growing 
against a wall looks more unsightly than 
hushes growing in the open. The common 
Myrtle (Myrtus communis) has lost all its 
leaves and a considerable amount of the 
younger wood, and the same remarks ap¬ 
ply to the small-leaved Myrtle (M. c. 
tarentinn). Abelia floribunda has had the 
young wood injured and.the leaves have 
fallen, whilst the following shrubs have 
received similar injury. Convolvulus 
Cneorum, Anthyllis Barba-jovls, Anagyris 
i'cetida, Osteomeles Schweriui, O. sub¬ 
rotunda, O. anthyllklifolia, Stranviesia 
undulata, Pyraeantha angustifolia, Vitis 
striata (apparently killed outright), 
Teucrium frnticosum, Aznra Gilliesii, 
Abutilon vitifolium, Olearia macrodonta, 
Corokea macrocarpa (appears to be quite 
dead), Discarin serrata (wood and spines 
injured), Tricuspidaria dependens (very 
badly injured), Garrya macrophylla, Pitto- 
sporum tenuifolium, Rosa bracteata, Uep- 
tosperrnum laevigatum, Bigelovia graveo- 
lens, Sophora tetraptera, Grabrowskia 
boerhaavifolia, and Leptospermum sco- 
pnrium vnr. Nlchollii. 


In the open ground several Heaths have 
si life red badly. Erica arborea, E. lusl- 
tanica, and E. australis have in many cases 
been killed outright, and in others very 
severely injured. Many bushes were from 
3 feet to C feet high. E. mediterranea has 
only suffered when in very exposed places. 
Some dwarf Heaths, such as E. Tetralix, E. 
ciliarls, and E. ciliaris var. Mnweann, are 
quite brown. E. arborea vnr. alpina, on 
the other hand, is practically uninjured, 
llelianthemums and Cistuses have suffered 
very badly. Of the Cistuses, C. mons- 
pellensis, C. villoses, C. v. undulatus, C. 
crispus, C. alhidus, C. taurlcus, 0. creticus. 
and C. platysepalus have been killed out¬ 
right in most instances. The following 
kinds are still alive, though damaged:— 
C. corbariensis, C. cyprius, and C. Doreti. 
C laurlfolius is uninjured. In addition to 
many garden Heliantliemums the following 
have been killed or seriously crippled :—H. 
formosum, H. alyssoides, H. hnllmifolium, 
and H. ocymoides. Several Hyiiericums 
have felt the cold seriously, notably II. 
pntulum and H. p. Henryl. Where at all 
exjiosed the leaves of Arbutus Andrachne 
and A. Menziesi have been turned brown; 
Arctostaphylos Mangnnita has had its 
leaves injured. Eucryphia cordifolia is In 
the same plight, but older wood looks as 
if it will recover. Bamboos make a sorry 
spectacle, more particularly such as 
Phyllostaehys mitls, P. aurea, P. Quilioi, 
P. Custillonis, Arundinaria Simoni, and A. 
anceps. Arundinaria fastuosa has not 
suffered very much, and in sheltered places 
the leaves of A. japonica are no worse than 
usual at this time of the year. A number 
of plants of Cytisus Dallimorei have had 
all the young wood killed. Many of the 
new Chinese Itubt have been killed to the 
ground-line, but will doubtless grow again 
from the base. Bushes of Viburnum 
rhytldophyllum growing in the ojien look 
very ragged, many of the leaves having 
fallen, while others are brown or cut up 
into ugly sections. New Zealand Veronicas 
have suffered seriously, many species be¬ 
ing killed outright. Those still alive are 
V. buxifolin, nutkaensis subalpina, salici- 
folia, wonticola, Traversi, arborea, ligus- 
trifolia, Stunrti, pinguifolia, obovata, 
pimeleoidea, Godefrovana, imvis, Dnrwiu- 
iana, loganloides, carnosula, and Hectori. 
Many of these are, however, injured. 


There are many other shrubs injure! 
but tiie extent of the injury cannot t 
determined until the growing season 
well advanced. Unfortunately, up to tl 
present date (April 10th) April has lice 
as bad as the cat/ 


Digit IZ 


cartel* myths^jl^T 


plant life, and has given little chance for 
crippled plants to recover, for the first ten 
days have seen enow, sleet, frost, blizzards, 
rain, and a little sun on almost every day. 

As a guide to prevailing conditions it 
may be stated that Crocuses are now 
(April 10th) in about the same condition 
as they usually are during the first week 
of March. A few flowers are open on one 
or two of the earlier kinds of Narcissus 
that usually open in February. Double 
Daffodils arc not nearly in bloom, and only 
a stray Primrose flower here and there can 
be seen, rrunus cerasifera, P. divaricate, 
P. triflora, and I*. Amygdalus, normally 
March-flowering species, are not showing 
colour. Forsythin suspensa is not in 
flower and the early-flowering Magnolias 
show no signs of opening, while the same 
may be said of many other early-flowering 
shrubs. The effects of the early months of 
1917 on the garden will long be remem¬ 
bered. D. 

Kew. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Pieris japonica. —This requires similar 
cultural conditions to the Rhododendrons, 
for it dislikes lime and thrives best where 
both soil and atmospheric conditions are 
on tiie moist side. It must not, however, 
lie supposed that it can lie grown in any 
wet soil free from lime, for anything like 
sour soil is fatal to its well-being. In 
places, however, where Rhododendrons 
thrive it may be expected to give good 
results and flower well each year. A 
native of Japan, it is usually met with in 
this country between 3 feet and 5 feet high, 
although under the most satisfactory con¬ 
ditions it may attain a height of 10 feet. 
The waxy-white flowers are home in 
terminal inflorescences, a number of pen¬ 
dent racemes each 4 inches to 0 inches 
long being borne together. Tiie clusters 
are formed in autumn and remain dormant 
until March, the flowers being at their 
best, as a rule, during the latter part of 
March and April. Although plants raised 
from seeds grow very slowly during tiie 
first two or three years, they usually form 
superior plants to those raised from layers 
or by any other method. Of several other 
species of Pieris tiie most useful are I’, 
floribunda, an evergreen bush from the 
south-eastern United States, distinguished 
from the previous plant by its -weaker 
growth, smaller, dull green leaves, and 
erect inflorescences, and 1’. formosa, a 
native of the Himalaya, a beautiful, large- 
growing evergreen with pendent clusters 
of w hite flowers produced from the points 
of the shoots in May. Unfortunately it is 
less hardy than the other two, hut gives 
excellent results in the South of England, 
Ireland, and other places. A pleasing fea¬ 
ture connected with this shrub is the ex¬ 
ceedingly beautiful effect made by the 
reddish hue of its young leaves during 
May and early June.—D. 

Snow as a blanket.— The greater part 
0 : our imported timber comes from the 
forests of Canada, Scandinavia, and 
Russia. All these countries suffer from a 
very severe winter. For nearly five 
months of the year their surface is buried 
deep under snow, and the thermometer in 
the heart of the greatest Pine forests not 
uncommonly falls to 30 dogs, below zero, 
i.e., 02 degs. of frost. Snow is one of the 
best non-conductors of heat or cold in the 
world, and when the fall is a foot deep a 
thermometer showing fiO degs. on its sur¬ 
face will, if buried beneath the snow, rise 
to about 30 degs. The snow, therefore, is 
an enormous blanket protecting the roots 
of the trees from the intense cold. The 
same snow blanket preserves the beautiful 
alpine flora of the many mountain ranges. 


FRUIT. 

MANAGEMENT OF PEACH-HOUSE. 

Mv gardener has gone to the Army, and my 
Peach-house has to almost take care of itself. 
Kindly give me some guidance as to what 
ebould be done.—S. 

[Whilst the trees are in bloom give 
plenty of air—a little at a time—by oiien- 
ing the top ventilators only, leaving just a 
chink on all night (this is to allow any 
moisture to escape). Go over the flowers 
between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. each day with 
rabbits’ tails—usually two of these on the 
end of a stick. Draw these very carefully 
across tiie centre of the flowers, which 
will carry the pollen from one flower to 
the other, thus setting the fruit. If the 
borders have been well soaked, no more 
water should be necessary until the fruit 
is set, when a good soaking should be 
given. Whilst in bloom, the aim should 
be to keep the house as dry as possible, 
reducing the air early in the afternoon so 
as to retain sun heat as long as possible. 

Disbuddixg. —Always leave—at the first 
thinning—two buds at the base of each 
shoot and one at the tip; and later, when 
you can see the buds at the base are grow¬ 
ing all right, reduce them to one. 

Thixxing the fruit, —In thinning the 
fruit, try and get them evenly distributed 
all over the tree—average -them about 
1 foot apart ; but where the shoots are 
weak and thin, do not leave a fruit on 
them, but counter-balance this by leaving 
two, or even three, on a very strong growth 
near the top of the tree. The fruit should 
be as large as a Builacc before the first 
thinning takes place, and at this thinning 
always leave two fruits where you want 
one, and remove the least promising one 
at the final thinning, which should take 
place when the reaches are the size of 
Walnuts. Attend to the earliest trees 
first, then you will be able to keep pace 
with the succeeding kinds. Give plenty of 
water at this stage, and damp the floor of 
the house early' each afternoon and close 
the ventilators, retaining all the sunshine 
possible. The trees are benefited by light 
sprayings at this stage.— E. M.j 

[See also par on early Peaches in 
“ Week’s Work,” “ Southern Counties."— 
Ed.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Mealy-bug on Tines. —Some Yinee in a cold 
greenhouse have mealy-bug showing rather 
badly, mostly around the shoots, which are 
about 1 inch long. The rods were ecraped, but 
not washed this winter.—E. A. Cox. 

[The only thing to be done now is to get 
some methylated spirit and a camel-hair 
brush. Dip the brush in the spirit and 
then lightly touch the insects, when they 
will at once be killed. This is a tedious 
business, but the remedy Is an effectual 
one. Do not let tiie spirit come into con¬ 
tact with the wood more than can lie 
helped.] 

Peaches and Nectarines.— The fruits in the 
second house are now stoning, and care is 
needed to avoid a check to the growth by 
careless ventilation, remembering that, 
although the eun heat is getting daily more 
powerful, a too free admission of air causes 
draughts to circulate round the trees. The 
ehoots require to be tied into their places 
on the trellis, removing all bat those actually 
required for next season's crop and the neces¬ 
sary extension of the trees. In securing the 
shoots avoid pressure with the tying material, 
as any Injury to the young and tender bark 
is a prolific cause of gumming. Syringe the 
trees freely both morning and early after¬ 
noon on bright day's with water of the same 
temperature as the house, and attend to the 
watering at the roots. Give a stimulant as 
soon as the fruits have begun their second 
swelling.—FI W. G. 
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A group of Anchusas. 


at i-losc quarters, and for which, judged 
by the generous planting, it was not in¬ 
tended, it was magnificent in the picture 
and good a hundred yards away. A glori¬ 
ous plant and a great bloomer, it is not 
Improbable that its free-flowering charac¬ 
ter is to some extent its undoing, the 
plants being so exhausted by the process as 
to be capable rarely, if ever, of producing 
the same picture-making results unless 
special culture is resorted to. This much, 
indeed, should be anticipated by all who, 
year by year, would have a rich display of 
th «5 fine plant. In this connection it is 
important to remember that a season’s de- 
• velopment is necessary before the plant can 
give of its best. For this reason the 
raising of new stock either annually or 
biennially is more or less a necessity. Of 
the several 

Methods or/nfCREASE —division of the 
niot, seeds, n^d cutfiliPthe last 


the forthcoming plant, the roots often 
breaking freely from the apex. Given 
greenhouse treatment in a temperature of 
r,o degs. or 55 degs., growth ensues in a 
few weeks, and with rough leaf develop¬ 
ment the young plants may be i»tted 
singly, regarded, indeed, as seedlings or 
freshly-rooted cuttings. With careful 
treatment young plants will be ready for 
putting out in May, forming during the 
season a big rosette of nearly prostrate 
leaves upon which a good flowering in the 
ensuing year depends. No other method 
of increase can compare with this for quick 
results or reliability, every plant coming 
true to its kind. Seedlings, of course, are 
good and make fine plants, though occa¬ 
sionally those incline to vary, whereas 
division is slow and uncertain, with poor 
results. As to soils the plant is not fastidi¬ 
ous, though best, I think, on cool loams of 
good depth or those of a calcareous nature. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 
Hardy-flower borders.—To those who are 
interested in hardy flowers spring is far from 
being the least interesting season of the year. 
Apart altogether from the usual bulbous 
flowers associated with this time, the young 
growths of the various oubjecte now pushing 
through the soil present many and varied 
tints. One of the most, pleasing is that noticed 
among the shoots of Tradeecantia virgin if a, 
while the many kinds of Pseonies show young 
growths varying in hue from crimsou to a 
shade which is almost, blhck. The young 
growths of Hoteia japonic®-, too, are exceed¬ 
ingly pretty, and the various shades of green 
observed among other plants are highly orna¬ 
mental at this season. If it is intended to 
sow colonies of hardy annuals in bare places 
in the hardy-flower borders, the sowing ought 
to be attended to without delay. Good, bold 
patches are better than small ones, and such 
things as Lavatera trimestrie, the Uodetias. 
Shirley Poppies, Mignonette, Miss Jekyll s 
Nigella, Eutoca visoida, and others are very 
durable and showy. Sowing should be done 
quite thinly, and early and severe thinning 
should be the rule if the beet results are ex¬ 
pected.—W. McG. 

Cytisus stenopetalus.—Recently’ in a neigh-, 
bouring garden I noticed what appeared to bo 
an exceptionally fine piece of Cytisus race- 
mosus. I was informed that the variety was 
C. stenopetalus—a name hitherto unknown to 
me. The foliage was identical in shape with 
that of C. racemosue, but the leaves were more 
glaucous, and perhaps slightly larger. The 
racemes were larger than in the better-known 
variety, while the individual flowers were 
finer. On the whole, however, it was quite 
pardonable to mistake the plant for a speci¬ 
ally good piece of C. racemosue. I cannot find 
the name C. stenopetalus in any plant 
dictionary at my disposal. A Scottish 
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OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

“ ALKANET ” (Axchusa). 

The Italian Alkanet and its varieties are 
without a parallel among blue-flowered 
herbaceous perennials at any season of the 
year. They are seen at their best if 
grouped on a generous scale, when, if well 
cultivated and afforded room for develop¬ 
ment, they readily attain to several feet 
high, yielding fountains of brilliant blue 
flowers that defy description. Grouped by 
the hundred, as I once saw the Dropmore 
variety—the finest of the set—in a Surrey 
garden, it api>culed to me as the most 
sumptuous feast of blue I remember to 
have seen, while worthily representing a 
first-rate plant. Too dazzling for viewing 


named is far away the best for attaining 
the object one has in mind. It is best done 
in winter, or not later than March in 
ordinary seasons, though in a season of 
exceptional lateness like the present there 
is nothing to prevent an extension of the 
limit indicated. Usually there is plenty of 
root pieces available, even those plants 
whose crowns have collapsed through 
flowering or frost may still yield a few. 
All that is necessary is to detach from 
the parent plant ns many roots as are 
deemed advisable. Cut them into inch-long 
lengths or thereabouts, carefully reserving 
tlie end nearest the plant’s crown for the 
top of the cutting, and so insert them in 
sandy soil in pots or boxes that the top of 
the root is just seen. The larger roots 
may be cut in half lengthwise, or even 
quartered, as much for making the most 
| of the material at hand as for securing 
| immunity from congested top growth in 


I have had splendid results, too, on light 
loam over gravel; indeed, it seems quite 
content in most well-cultivated soils. For 
general utility and good display 

A. italic a and its varieties are un¬ 
equalled, though since the coming of the 
Dropmore variety the typical kind lias 
been less in vogue, though still good. The 
Dropmore form is only equalled or sur¬ 
passed by the Lissadel variety, whose clear 
blue flowers are larger, and either or botli 
in the hey-day of their beauty—June to 
August—are meet satisfying. Opal is in 
every respect similar, save colour, which 
is of Cambridge-blue tone. For this 
reason it is best planted alone or in near 
proximity to Lilium candidum if a fine 
contrast is desired. Room for develop¬ 
ment is necessary for all these, since with 
good treatment the plants may reach 
(i feet high and be as much through. 

A. capensis, a pretty plant of 2J feet or 
3 feet high and as brilliant in colour as 
the Vernal Gentian, is somewhat tender, 
suited only for favoured gardens near the 
coast. 

A. myosotidift.ora Is a dwarf-growing 
kind of tufted habit, rather more than a 
foot high when fully grown, though 
interesting and beautiful long before by 
reason of its numerous Forget-me-not-like 
sprays of flowers. Individually the 
brilliant blue flowers remind one rather of 
those of Omplialodes verna than aught 
else, hence the specific name “ niyosotkli- 
flora ”—for the flowers are hardly Myoso- 
tidium-like — appears somewhat far¬ 
fetched. It is, however, a cliarming plant. 
At home in cool, loamy soil in slight shade 
it begins to flower in May and continues 
for weeks. The only other kind to be 
named is • 

A. sempervirens, not quite good enough 
for the border or for association with tlie 
best, though useful and desirable for the 
shrubbery border or for naturalising in 
semi-wild places. It is dwarf In habit and 
a true perennial. E. H. Jexkixs. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Butter Beans.— The Butter Bean is quite 
distinct from the Haricot de Soissous, as 
it is edible-podded, whereas the latter is 
tough-podded. The large white Bean sold 
in shops as Butter Bean is not. a Butter 
Bean at all. I am having a trial made 
this year of various Beans, and hope to 
know more about them.— Peter R. Babr. 

Savoury Groats and eggs.— Into a pan 
of boiling water put a cupful of Groats, a 
pinch of salt, a small Onion finely sliced, 
and cook for about an hour, then strain. 
When they are quite dry return to the 
pan with two woll-lienteii eggs and two 
tablesitoonfuls of grilled cheese. The 
Groats (the whole grain of the Oats) are 
not easy to obtain. We may state the only 
house we have got them from is Cooper's, 
High-street. Anna in, N.B. This form of 
Oats should he more used, as the grains 
are as large as Rice. 

Diseased Potatoes. — During the past 
year I have seen Potatoes being raised in 
many parts of the country. In almost 
every case disease was most rampant 
where raising was delayed until late in the 
season. It would appear that the longer 
any variety is allowed to remain in the 
ground after approaching ripeness the 
more liable is it to disease. The crops 
that were dug early have kept better in 
the store than the late-dug ones. Early 
lifting is very important, and will need to 
he emphasised this year. In normal times 
the late crop is lifted any time during the 
autumn. This year, however, planting 
ought to ire done with the aim of producing 
a Crop that will be ready for lifting in 
good time and before disease spreads, as 
often happens after the late summer or 
first autumn rains.—M. 

Wartime allotments _1 am of the same 

opinion as “A Scottish Gardener” in 
Blinking that tile present enthusiasm for 
allotments is only a passing craze. In this 
neighbourhood, a south-western suburb of 
Dondon, every available spot Is being 
turned into allotments. Some of them, if 
properly handled, will no doubt give good 
results, while, on the other hand, there 
are many from which no decent crops can 
lie exacted. The main talk of the 
different workers Is of Potatoes, yet many 
allotments are totally unsuitable for their 
production. In some places they are full 
of Couch and other formidable weeds, 
which need to bo thoroughly forked out 
and burnt. The digging, moreover, is of 
a very nondescript character, in some in¬ 
stances little more than a scratching over 
of tlie surface. Such land is, of course, 
very poor, and naturally requires a liberal 
dressing of manure. Again, a good deal of 
the soil about here is of a stiff, clayey 
nature, on which the water lies for some 
time after rain; very unsuitable conditions 
for Potatoes. The local authorities here 
have for years devoted a considerable 
tract of land to allotments, and these, of 
course, being continually worked, may be 
depended upon to give good results, which 
cannot be expected of much of the freshly 
broken up land.—K. R. W. 

Vegetable gases. —During the cooking of 
all kinds of foods gases are developed 
which, if retained in the food, give it a 
strong flavour and odour, and which there 
is reason to believe are injurious. What 
all these gases are and just how they act 
are not yet known, because very little re¬ 
search lias been made along tiiese lines. 
If tlie food be thoroughly ventilated while 
cooking, the gases will pass off in the steam. 
Many experiments have shown that foods 
which are well ven ^lnR ^^iirii^g-<|^ing 


are better flavoured than those which are 
closely covered. Experiments have also 
shown that thoroughly ventilated foods are 
more wholesome than those that are not. 
Potatoes cooked in dry heat, as by baking 
in tlie oven, roasting in ashes, frying in 
deep fat, or steaming in their jackets, re¬ 
tain all their salts and other constituents, 
and the flavour is more pronounced and 
savoury than when cooked in water. But 
Potatoes so cooked must be served just as 
soon ns they are done, or else they are 
liable to become soggy and bad-flavoured. 
—U.S. Bulletin. 

The Pecan Nut. —Please change speci¬ 
mens of yours with mine recently bought 
at Oovent Garden. I cannot think that 
your note in Gardenino Iu.iistkated of 
March .‘!1 can lie about the same Nut. I 
found the shell hard and tlie kernel dry 
and hitter, leaving an unpleasant parched 
feeling in the mouth for some time. In 
every way lids Nui, ns 1 have it, is in¬ 
ferior to tlie Walnuts that grow.close to 
my house. No need to go to the Mississippi 
for good Nuts. Tell me, please, what the 
Hickory has to do with these Nuts? Do 
they grow on the Hickory-tree? I make 
out that Is what you mean by the last 
paragraph of your note.—S. 

sense of taste must be lost 
through the use of Tobacco. The sample 
he sends is a first-rate one, though not 
so tender in the shell as some ice have had. 
“ S.” has, ice fear, tried to cat the little 
partition in the middle, of the Nut! A big 
mistake tcliich should correct itself. The 
Pecan Nut (Garya olivatformis) is borne 
by one of the noblest trees of the North 
American Sylva, often Kelt over 100 feet 
high, and most abundant and of the largest 
size in Arkansas and Eastern Texas; but 
grown in other Stales its culture as an 
orchard tree increases, ft is certain, like 
the Newtown Pippin, to have a good place 
in our markets. It will not grow well in 
our land—a good reason to encourage its 
importation. —Ed.] 


TO SAVE POTATOES. 

Tiie Parsnip. —There are many people 
who do not like Parsnips or who will only 
tolerate them with boiled salt meat or salt 
fish. But with the abundance of Potatoes 
that we have had hitherto there has been 
but little incentive to their better use in 
more carefully considered ways. Among 
these, one of the best and simplest is, first 
to boil the Parsnips; they take three- 
quarters of an hour—perhaps an hour if 
very large. They are then sliced length¬ 
wise and cut into square sectioned fingers; 
a good general size is 1} inches long by 
a inch the two other ways. On a plate is 
made a dry mixture of flour, with white 
pepper and salt and .spiced herbs. Tlie 
pieces are rolled about in this so tliat all 
their sides are coated. The actual size 
and shape of the pieces do not much 
matter, but it is obvious that the smaller 
they are the larger is tlie proportion of tlie 
nicely flavoured coated surface. They are 
then fried—or, more properly speaking, 
saute —in butter or margarine till they are 
lightly browned all over, and have become 
refined and savoury morsels such as are 
hardly recognisable as our old friend the 
Parsnip. This way can be varied by cover¬ 
ing the fingers or chips witli a very thin 
batter of flour and milk, the batter being 
flavoured in the same manner. 

The Swede.— Swedes are good in slices 
with a nice white sauce or cooked by any 
of the methods mentioned for Parsnips. 
The excellence of thoroughly well-pre¬ 
pared mashed Turnip—a good white 
Turnip—is not enough known or ap¬ 
preciated. The Turnips should be boiled 
in salted water and passed through a 
sieve; from its watery nature it conics 


through as a wettish puree. This must 
then be got as dry as inissible and receive 
a good flavouring of ■salt and black pepper, 
and be finally mixed with n little thick 
cream. It might be expected that the 
same treatment would do well in tlie ense 
of Swedes, but the Swede has not the 
distinctive flavour of the Turnip; for the 
very good reason that a Swede is not a 
Turnip at all, but a Cabbage. 

It is hardly necessary to remind readers 
of the excellence of the thick vegetable 
soups such as dried Pea, Dentil, Carrot, 
Turnip, Jerusalem Artichoke, and Onion; 
hut, as we are also reducing tlie consump¬ 
tion of meat, it may lie well to give a re¬ 
minder of tlie goodness of tlie tme French 
vegetable Julienne. It is made by first 
frizzling a chopped Onion in 2oz. of blitter 
—it must not bo at all burnt—then adding 
Carrot, Turnip, and Celery nil chopped 
small, and frying all together for half an 
hour, when one pint of water is added and* 
the cooking is continued till all the vege 
tables are completely softened. 

Rice can be made to take the place of 
Potatoes in many ways, and we have 
already borrowed, to our great advantage, 
the methods of cooking of the eastern and 
southern countries from which we imiiort 
it, anil where it forms so large a propor¬ 
tion of the sustenance of tlie native 
Iieoplos. Tims we have the curry and 
kedgeree of India, tlie risotto of Italy, 
and the pilaf of the Turks. Risotto and 
pilaf are variants of the same tiling, tlie 
chief difference being that risotto is cooked 
in a stronger meat stock and is more highly 
flavoured. An adaptation of pilaf, sucii 
as any handy cook can make, should in 
any case lie more often on an English 
table, made in some such way as the fol¬ 
lowing :—Cook 5 oz. or (i oz. of well-washed 
Rice for five minutes in boiling water, 
thoroughly drain and put it in a casserole 
witli 1 oz. of butter and pepper and salt; 
add J pint of light stock or strained vege¬ 
table julienne and cook for another twenty 
minutes. Any small pieces of meat or 
shredded chicken or chicken liver may be 
added, but it is quite good alone, if more 
flavour is wanted, a piece of chopped 
Onion can be cooked in the butter for ten 
minutes before tlie Rice is put into the 
casserole.— Gertrude Jekyi.l in Country 
Life.. 

Cheaper Apples. —After an unprecedented 
boom, accompanied by exceptionally high 
prices. Apples are now cheaper. This 
change was fully exjiected, for the simple 
reason that the public, weary of tlie con¬ 
tinued costliness of all foodstuffs, have 
been compelled to decide what they can do 
without.- Naturally, expensive Apples 
would be included in that category. Nova 
Scotian Apples, which are not of first-rate 
quality, have realised as much as 50s. to 
55s. a barrel, containing about 120 lb. net 
weight of fruit. Such rates, although 
justifiable by tlie strict law of supply and 
demand, are far too high Consumers are 
not prepared to pay Sd. per lb. for common 
Apples, consequently, large numbers of 
people having declined to buy the fruit, 
the market value has fallen rapidly. In 
ordinary seasons market fluctuations for 
that class of fruit vary at the rate of Is. 
or at most 2s. Gd. a barrel, but the recent 
high prices have been followed by a much 
greater reaction. Quotations are now 7s. 
to 10s. a barrel lower than those of*last 
week; a change of such magnitude not 
having been previously recorded in the his* 
tory of the fruit trade. This merely serves 
to illustrate that the public are really 
masters of tho situation. They are not 
compelled to buy fruit except at such rates 
ns they may deem reasonable .—Daily 
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ROOM AND WINDOW. 

TWO FRIENDS OF TIIE EARLY YEAR. 
Tins spring might well be thought of as a 
test year and a lesson to keep to things 
that never deceive one or fail In frost or 
storm. Among mine that never show any 
fear of gale or cold are the Fairy Daffodil. 
Narcissus minimus, and the Tnuriau 
Sciila. here set in a Japanese vase. It was 
a risky idea to put this fragile Daffodil of 
the higher mountains in British meadow 
Grass, but 1 did it over twenty years ago, 
and it has never failed to flower every 
year si ne'e in a most modest and charm¬ 
ing way, so small that it would not he seen 
except I.y those who look for its coming. 


worth trial in all ways, the period of 
blooming being so short. Plants that 
bloom for months tit a time best deserve 
the flower-bed. This Sciila is a tine rock 
garden plant set in the Mossy Kockfoils 
(Saxifraga of the Moss-like group) or any 
small, creeping rock plant which will keep 
it free of the rain-splash. This kind is 
sometimes classed as a form of S. bifolia, 
a common plant in France, hut from a 
garden point of view it is- distinct and 
much better. 

The little vase is an example of Japanese 
artistic bronze beautifully designed, the 
little stand of Itamboo sticks tied together 
witli some “ withy ” of the land, the out¬ 
side of b.isjn part is gracefully moulded 


INDOOR PLANTS. 

AMARYLLISES. 

Fon a long time the value of the Amaryllis 
was imperfectly realised, and, except in 
the case of a few enthusiasts, this line 
bulbous plant was accorded but liai>- 
hazard culture. At some of our more im¬ 
portant exhibitions, however, well-grown 
groups of Amaryllises were shown, their 
stately appearance, combined witli the 
richness of their colours, drawing atten¬ 
tion to their merits. Now, it is safe to 
say, none of the bulbous plants which may 
lie flowered in spring or early summer are 
more popular. 

The culture of the Amaryllis presents 



The Fairy Diffjdil (Narcissus minimus) and the Taurian Sciila (S. taurica) 
in Japanese bronze vase. 


At the time I put it in the Grass I had 
nothing in the shape of a rock garden, and 
so took the risk of putting it into a lawn 
mown twice a year for liny. It does not 
hike any harm, the tiny leaves dying off 
before the mower comes. Needless to say, 
in any kind of mixed border it would have 
been lost long ago. It shows well the value 
or the wild garden way of keeping good 
things without care -or loss. In the 
severities of the past March it may have 
been glad to get into the house. 

The other charmer in the vase is Sciila 
taurica, a very early and finely-coloured 
kind which thrives at the foot of walls 
and in a casual way. I never had enough 
of it to try It in theTheadow Groks in 
which the Italian Sci{jajHrj^s,i{3a^\s 


and with several bats in relief, so well 
done that one who fears a living bat may 
look with pleasure at them. It is signed 
by tlie artist whose name it would lie n 
pleasure to put in English. W. 


Crocuses in the house.- This year I have en¬ 
joyed these in my room. In September I 
potted some bulbs from my own garden, where 
they thrive well. I etood them on a cold north 
border till the approach of winter, when they 
were put into a frame and covered with M06s. 
Here they remained till February, and were 
then put into a cold-house. When in bloom 
they were brought into the house, where they 
remained in good condition for three weeks. 
Everyone may have tlieee, seeing how cheap 
they are and needing no fire heat to bring 
them in early.—W., Surrey. 


no great difficulty. Some fail because they 
give the. plants too little heat while they 
are making their growth, and others be¬ 
cause they store them away in too warm 
a place and before the bulbs are thoroughly 
ripened. In the latter ease, when the 
bulbs are started in the following season, 
many of them fail to bloom at all, and 
those which do flower bloom at irregular 
intervals. 

Opinions differ ns to the best time at 
which to reixit. Some growers prefer to 
d > this as soon as the plants go out of 
bloom. Others—of whom I am one—rely 
upon repotting the bulbs previous to start¬ 
ing them in spring. This would seem to 
be the better way, for the plant during its 
growing season has the benefit of the fresh 
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compost, which should he composed of 
three parts good fibrous loam, with one 
Iiart of leaf-mould, and a little well-rotted 
cow-manure, and, of course, a sufficiency 
of sand. 

After flowering, the pots may be re¬ 
moved from the stove to a cooler house, 
which will aid the bulb to mature its 
growth. When it is clearly visible that 
growth has ceased, gradually reduce the 
supply of moisture, and finally withhold 
it altogether. Then store in a cool, dry, 
and frost-proof place until the time comes 
round for starting them to work once more. 

A Scottish Gardener. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Lapageria falling.—I have an old plant of 
Lapageria rosea, of which I send you three 
leaves, all of which are turning dry and brow n, 
as these specimens. This disfigurement always 
begins at the tip of the leaf. One leaf is a 
young one, but the same disfigurement has 
begun; and I have noticed that all the young 
leaves on a young shoot dry and shrivel like 
this one. Can you tell me the cause and 
suggest a remedy? The plant appears to be 
perfectly healthy, as it is covered with young 
green shoots, and till I brought it here to an 
old greenhouse it never had this disfigurement. 
It ie grown in a wooden tub and kept rather 
dry.— (The Rev.) F. Sterrv, -V. Devon. 

[As the Lapageria succeeded perfectly In 
its previous situation it is evident that the 
greenhouse in which it now is does not suit 
it. The conditions most favourable to the 
successful culture of the Lapageria are a 
structure free from frost and so situated 
that it is shaded from direct sunshine. 
Added to this a moist atmosphere, such, iu 
fact, as greenhouse Ferns delight in, is 
suitable to the requirements of the Lnpa- 
geria. You have made one mistake in 
keeping the soil dry, for, given effectual 
drainage and the roots in good condition, 
the Lapageria will be benefited by a liberal 
amount of water, especially during the 
growing season. An excess of fire-heat is 
very Injurious, for in a sheltered position 
in your neighbourhood the Lapageria 
should be almost, if not quite, hardy. If 
the trouble is caused by the roots being in 
a bad state the plant must be turned out 
of the tub, nil loose soil removed, and the 
plant re-tubbed in a compost made up of 
fibrous peat, silver sand, and a sprinkling 
of nodules of charcoal. The soil must not 
be a 1 lowed to get too wet, although when 
the roots are active plenty of water must 
be given. A dewing with the syringe two 
or three times a day will be very helpful. 
When all care Is taken an old plant that 
has fallen into ill-health is not easy to 
restore to its former shite.] 

Lorraine Begonias.—A r cuttings become 
available they should be taken from the old 
plants, inserted round the edge of 5-inch pots 
filled with light sandy eoil with a surfacing of 
sand, and placed in a propagating case or 
under cloches, plunging the pots if possible in 
a fermenting bed on which Melons or 
Cucumbers are being grown. The unoccupied 
portions of these beds may be utilised for the 
propagation of many tilings, provided cloches 
or a handlight are at disposal Into which to 
put pots of cuttings.—A. W. 

Cyclamens.—Plants raised from seed sown 
in October last should now be shifted from 
small 60's into pots 5 inches in diameter, using 
a compost consisting of turfy loam two thirds, 
peat one third, with a liberal quantity of silver 
sand. Stand the plants on a shelf to prevent 
them becoming drawn in a house where the 
day temperature ranges from 60 dege. to 
65 dege. with artificial heat.—A. W. 

Perfume in the greenhouse.—Beautiful 
blossoms are often to be found in greenhouses 
to the exclusion of those which impart sweet 
fragrance, but such tilings as Heliotrope, Mig¬ 
nonette, Niootianas. the Lemon-scented Ver¬ 
bena (Aloysia). and the old-time Oak-leaved 
Pelargoniumsyekpuld be remembered now.— 

TowNSMAN - (jQ glC 


ROCK, ALPINE, BOO, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

SAXIFRAGA FALDONSIDE SPORTING. 


subject, revealing in no uncertain way tbe 
true origin of Boyd’s hybrid, tiie origin 
Which, so far, is nothing more than a 
surmise. E. H. Jenkins. 


Mr. Clarence Elliott’s description of 
the sporting of this precious alpine at 
page 20(i has more than ordinary interest 
for those who have watched the progress 
of these yellow-flowered sorts since the 
coming of S. Boydl—the parent of them ail 
—many years ago. The coloured plate in 
The Garden, .Tilly 5th, ISflO, from a draw¬ 
ing of S. Roydi made at Kew by the late 
Mr. Moon most faithfully represents Hie 
original, and as there is still not a little 
confusion in the minds of some as to the 
true plant the plate referred to might with 
advantage be consulted. There it will lie 
seen that the flower has obovnte petals 
which, parting when about half developed, 
produce a certain starriness. Faldonside 
is of a superior type altogether, a true 
alpine with a “highly-developed florist’s 
flower” as Mr. Elliott puts it. Its jietals 
are roundly formed and always overlap, 
the net result a flower of almost circular 
form which is also larger than the original 
S. Boydi. The more closely I study S. 
Faldonside the more I am convinced that 
all the forms are not alike. Indeed, I 
luive two at the moment in flower, one 
with almost golden-yellow flowers, the 
other of quite a pale canary-yellow tone. 
In habit, the two are identical save that 
one is a little more mound-like in the tuft 
than the other. Both have flowers of the 
same circular form. About, the distinct¬ 
ness of these two there is no doubt. I 
have, however, seen a third occasionally 
exhibited whose large flowers are pule— 
almost primrose-yellow, though this may 
be due to frame treatment or even artificial 
heat. With age the flowers reflex slightly 
at the margin, and if memory serves me 
aright its i>etals are less substantial. All 
these I regard ns seedling variations too 
near, i>erhaps, to merit distinctive names, 
yet distinct enough when seen side by side. 
Mr. Farrer at one time, in addition to S. 
Boydi, referred in his list to “ No. 1 and 
No. 2, interesting hybrids from Boydi.” 
As neither Cherry-trees nor Faldonside 
were then specifically mentioned, the num¬ 
bered sorts may probably have included 
those good forms. In any ease, it shows 
clearly that for years past variety was not 
unknown, Mr. Elliott’s “ creamy-white ” 
sport savouring of the unique among the 
Saxifrages. From so good a stock as 
Faldonside, the newcomer, when ready for 
distribution, will receive a warm welcome 
from all lovers of alpines. Mr. Elliott’s 
remark that “ Faldonside is, of course, a 
hybrid ” is hardly correct, the parentage 
given (Bunseriana and aretioides) being 
the presumed parentage of S. Boydi. This 
occurred as a natural hybrid, a solitary 
plant alone appearing. From it seedlings 
were presently raised, and these, on 
flowering, approximated so nearly, it was 
thought, to the original S. Boydi that they 
were distributed as such, though the 
differences were observed subsequently. 
Hence there is not much room for doubt 
that this precious set of yellow-flowered 
Saxifrages, which included Faldonside and 
others, originated as seedlings of S. Boydi. 
The minor differences of the two forms of 
Faldonside I have described above appear 
also to strengthen the seedling idea. 

For a dozen years I tried to get a 
Burseriana form and aretioides in flower 
together in older to cross them and see if 
I could re-make Boydi and so finally estab¬ 
lish its parentage. I always failed to do 
so. Possibly, however, the raising of a 
series of seedlings from both Boydi and 
Faldonside might throw some light on the 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Saxifraga pungens is a compact-growing 
hybrid, of rather distinct, habit, said to have 
originated from crossing S. Rocheliana and 9. 
juniperifolia, the latter a notoriously shy¬ 
blooming species from the Caucasus. Tufted 
in habit, and showing but little influence of 
Rocheliana and none of juniperifolia. this 
species has obviously given it colour, the net 
result of the oross, so far as flower-eflect is 
concerned, being a pale-fiowered 8. eancta. It 
ie interesting by reason of its parentage rather 
than as one of the more desirable hybrids.— 
E. J. 


VEGETABLES. 

ECONOMY IN THE USE OF GARDEN 
SEEDS. 

It Is important in the national interest 
that everyone who is sowing vegetable 
seeds should exercise economy in order 
that no more seed should be sown than is 
necessary. In ordinary times seed, whether 
plentiful or scarce, is often used with a 
free hand, but at present the seeds of many 
vegetables arc neither plentiful nor cheap, 
arid it is not only a wise economy, but also 
a duty, to make them go as far as possible. 
The following hints from the Board of 
Agriculture may be of use in this con¬ 
nection :— 

(1) The seeds of many vegetables, especi¬ 
ally if they are of a good harvest, retain 
their germinating power almost unim¬ 
paired for several years. This is true, for 
example, in the case of leguminous plants 
—Peas, Beans, Scarlet Runners, French 
Beans, etc. Therefore, before opening this 
year’s,seed-packets, seeds of these vege¬ 
tables left over from last year should be 
tested in order to find out whether they* 
will germinate well or not. This is very 
easily done. All that is necessary is to 
line two saucers with pieces of wet flannel 
or blotting-paper. A known number of 
seeds <twenty or thirty) are placed, well 
separated from one another, in one of tlie 
saucers. The other saucer is then inverted 
on the one containing the seeds, and the 
saucers are stood in a moderately warm 
place and covered with a bowl or jar or 
with newspapers to prevent drying up. 
Tiie seeds will germinate quicker if, before 
they are placed in the saucer, they are 
soaked overnight in water. Tiie Baucers 
should be examined daily, and after an 
appropriate time the seeds which have be¬ 
gun to sprout are counted and removed. 
The rate of each seed's germinating varies 
very much according to the kind, so that 
the test must run on for a time varying 
from a few days to ten days or a fortnight. 
If a fair pro[>ortioii of last year's seeds 
germinate they should be sown, and this 
year's seeds kept in their unopened packets 
for use next year. (2) Seeds should be 
sown as thinly as possible, but at the same 
time it must be remembered that, if sown 
too thinly, there may lie gaps when the 
seedlings come up. (3) Some seedlings 
transplant quite well, so that with them 
thinnings can be used to increase the num¬ 
ber of rows. (4) Take care that no waste 
is allowed in such seeds as those of Cauli¬ 
flower, ns the supply will probably be short 
next year. A few dozen seedlings (good 
varieties) of Cablinges and Savoys are 
often a welcome gift to the smaller gar¬ 
deners. (5) In an ordinary year the seeds 
of Scarlet Runners, Broad Beans, and Teas 
riiion perfectly well in this country, and 
growers of these plants should save a fair 
amount of seed from their own gardens. 
Anyone who has Parsnips, Beet, Carrots, 
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Leeks, Celery, or Cabbages sown last year 
should let some of them go to seed, and, if 
successful, the seed should be saved. Home- 
saved seed should be protected from birds, 
should he allowed to ripen thoroughly, 
should be harvested when ripe, all the 
bad seed picked out and burnt, and the 
rest kept away from the air in a cool, dry 
place. The risk of disappointment in some 
eases, owing to a wet autumn, is well 
worth risking. (6) Another thing which 
amateurs would do well to remember is 
that mice are very fond of certain kinds of 
seeds—certain I’eas, for instance—the 
seed, therefore, should be slightly 
moistened and mixed with a little red lead; 
it is then left alone by vermin. Remember 
also that birds are very apt to pick and 
destroy seedlings, particularly on Sundays 
when nobody is about. Where netting is 
not available three or four strands of black 
cotton stretched over the rows will often 
serve to keep the birds away. 


POTATOES. 

I au not at all surprised that good crops 
of Potatoes should have been raised under 
the conditions described by “P.ourne Vale" 
(p. 188). There is a common belief that from 
ground which has come into a “ rubbishy ” 
condition, full of Coueli and other coarse 
herbage for a couple of years or more, 
better crops will be obtained without dung 
than whore the land has been worked and 
manured in the usual manner. To my 
knowledge tills belief is founded on facts, 
but I cannot explain why it should be so. 
it may be that the growth of native 
herbage in a measure restores the land to 
its primitive condition, and we know how 
well Potatoes do on ground which has 
never before been cropjied with them. The 
great danger where Grassland is broken 
up is wireworm, which for the first season 
is in many districts very destructive and 
to a considerable extent destroys the value 
of the crop. There are various prepara¬ 
tions nowon the market which are said to 
be effective when applied to the land be¬ 
fore planting, but I have no exiierience of 
them. The safest way is to crop with 
Corn the first year, which, being hoed, rids 
the soil of tills post. It is many years 
since the planting conditions have been so 
unfavourable, the long, severe frost and 
snow which has been falling at frequent 
intervals for weeks past have kept the 
ground so cold and surcharged with 
moisture as to render all but the very light 
lands unworkable. Planting during March 
has, in a general way, been impracticable, 
and in any case I cannot see that any 
advantage would have lieen gained by 
planting under such conditions. In my 
opinion the sets have been bettor and have 
advanced more under cover. 

Those who have made a practice of box¬ 
ing up tlieir sets in early winter find them¬ 
selves now well repaid for the little labour 
which this practice entails. . When Pota¬ 
toes last summer were making from Cs. to 
8s per bushel I should have dug Star of 
Reading if I had had the time. What I 
thought was a chance missed turned out 
to be a blessing, for when they were dug 
they were put into boxes and stood in a 
cool vinery, where they remained all the 
winter. By the New Year they had formed 
sprouts which in March were i incli long 
with embryo roots. The forwardcst I 
planted under glass in the latter end of 
the month, and in ten days they were push¬ 
ing roots quite freely into the soil. On the 
other hand, I bought some May Queen just 
before the severe frost, some of which 
were just beginning to show eyes, but they 
cannot be so early as my own seed. I also 
tiotight some Sharpe’s Express fr< 
the leading firms, and fa poorty- l< > 



which cost me 4s. the peck, I never saw. 
They were mostly eating size, which I 
should not have minded, as full-sized 
tubers can be cut, but some were frozen 
and some were diseased. There was not a 
nice-looking seed Potato among them. 
This I did not discover until they had been 
cut a week or so to sprout. I am afraid 
that there will be many samples of defec¬ 
tive seed this year and gappy rows will 
probably be in evidence. I do not very 
well see bow we can blame the growers, as 
many of their best men were taken and 
the gathering in of the crop had to be done 
by inexperienced men, women, and boys, 
who could not distinguish between a sound 
and a slightly tainted tuber, a few r of which 
suffice to poison a clamp. The sprouting of 
late kinds preparatory to planting is de¬ 
cidedly advantageous. The tubers are on 
the way, and in a season like this, when 
the ground is so cold, the grower can defer 
planting until It becomes drier and 
warmer. As a fact, the tubers are better 
out of the ground, where the eyes will con¬ 
tinue to develop, whereas in tile cold earth 
they remain dormant, 

As I write (April 10th) the snow is 
coining down thickly, and we have had this 
with rain and frosty nights for some 
weeks. The general practice is to start 
digging for Potatoes in the latter end of 
February, but 1 get some doue all through 
January if the weather permits. Before 
the long frost set in I had a good bit dug, 
and, being east up in big lumps, it was 
repeatedly frozen through, which must 
iiavc a beneficial effect. Fortunately, I 
have plenty ol good seed of Up-to-date and 
Dalliousie of my own saving. Last year 
was, as your leaders know, unfavourable 
for Potatoes, so I selected seed from the 
best growths only, picked them out at 
digging time, and stored them under cover. 

Surrey. Bvfleet. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Care of manure. —Animal manure must 
always be protected from rain and air. 
The air absorbs nitrogen and the rain 
washes out nitrogen and other elements of 
plant food. If possible, manure should lie 
stored in a pit or a covered she<l and the 
top covered with soil. A good plan is to 
sprinkle over the heap a quantity of 
gypsum, cover with 5 inches or <i inches of 
soil, and to tread the whole very firmly. 
When spare liquid manure is available it 
should be poured over the heap, before 
covering, to the point of saturation, but 
not allowing it to trickle away. In no 
case should heaps of manure be placed in 
odd corners of the garden exposed to all 
winds and weathers. When this happens 
the most valuable elements of plant food, 
namely, nitrogen and potash, are lost.—M. 

Purple Sprouting Broccoli. — This is a 
reputedly hardy and certainly a very popu¬ 
lar vegetable in the spring, but the wintry 
weather has been too much for it this 
season. I made two sowings last year, 
one at the end of March and the other iu 
early June. The growth of the plants 
from the first sowing put out on some 
firm but fairly fertile ground was rather 
more vigorous than was anticipated. It 
presents a sorry picture now, as after 
many weeks of frost not more than 5 per 
cent, of the plants has survived. The 
much smaller plants from the second sow¬ 
ing have stood much better, but the 
weather again, though it did not kill the 
plants, was very destructive. There is 
great loss among all Broccoli. The sorts 
which have survived the rigours of the 
winter are Late Queen, Model,,and other 
late-maturing kinds occupying the site of 
an old Strawberry bed, the holes for plant¬ 
ing being made with an iron bar. The 


undug Strawberry bed is well known as 
an ideal spot from which to secure a crop 
of summer-maturing Broccoli. This, how¬ 
ever, was not of sufficient extent to ac¬ 
commodate all, and I certainly hoped that 
position was not so essential as it would 
be for others of a more tender constitu¬ 
tion. I have but little doubt that had the 
plantations of Furple Sprouting Broccoli 
referred to occupied the Strawberry site I 
should now have a prospect of a spring 
supply, whereas now the ground is being 
prepared for immediate planting witli 
Potatoes. Winters like that of 1910-17 are, 
fortunately, not of frequent occurrence.— 
W. S. 

Vegetable Marrows which were raised early 
and planted in frames on gentle hotbeds are 
growing freely and need constant care and 
attention. Every inducement should be given 
them to make a short, eturdy growth. Syringe 
and shut up fairly early and cover the glass 
at night. The female flowers should be ferti¬ 
lised in the same way as Melons to obtain a 
good crop. After a good set has been ensured 
add a slight mulching of warmed soil. Seed 
for the main crop in the open may be sown 
now. Often Marrows are sown too early, con¬ 
sequently the plants become drawn and 
starved in the pots before the weather is suffi¬ 
ciently favourable for planting them out. 
Such plants seldom do any good. Having re¬ 
gard to the likelihood o-f unfavourable weather 
continuing far into the spring, this tender 
vegetable cannot be planted out until the end 
of May or early in June, and even then one 
rune a risk of slight frosts checking grow-th. 
I find it best to raise the plants in a genial 
temperature in April and plant them in rich 
soil in old frames placed on a partly spent 
hotbed in the same way as Cucumbers are 
grown in frames. Thus planted they become 
quickly established, and as the season ad- 
vanoee the frames are entirely removed.— 
F. W. a. 

Turnips.—A good breadth of these should 
l>e sown at once—one half to consist of Snow- 
ball and the other portion of Red Globe to 
form a succession. Make the soil firm before 
drawing the drills, and net the plot over as a 
protection against small birds. Keep the bee 
at work between the lines of earlier-sown 
plants, and dust them occasionally with soot 
or Tobacco powder if sparrows commence eat¬ 
ing the young leaves. On some soils flea-beetle 
commences its depredations so soon as warm 
weather eets in, and the surface of the soil 
becomes dry. Good antidotes for this pest are 
to damp the foliage and dust it with a mix- 
ture of soot and lime. Syringing with liquid- 
manure in a weak state is a good deterrent, 
and if poured on the soil between the rows iu 
a stronger condition it not only has the same 
effect, but is laying up a reserve of plant food 
which will prove beneficial later on. Spray* 
ing with Quassia, extract is another remedy, 
the bitter principle of the drug rendering the 
foliage distasteful. It is always a good plan 
when this pest has to be reckoned with to 
keep the soil uniformly moist between the 
rows.—A. W. 


Potato disease and spraying against.— In 

the interesting note at page 154, “ West Wilts " 
gives us his experience of spraying last year. 
By many spraying is considered the antidote 
against disease, but, according to “ West 
Wilts,” it had no value last year. It would 
be interesting to many to hear from “ West 
Wilts ” at what stage of growth and how many 
times the spraying was done, also if the 
haulm had fallen over, or whether it was still 
upright? Had the disease made its appear¬ 
ance before spraying was done? Perhaps 
some others will give their experience on these 
points.—W est Sorbet. 


Autumn-planted Cabbages. — While the 
plants in the seed bed perished during the 


frost to the last plant, those which were put 
out in late autumn into their permanent 
quarters have come through practically un¬ 
scathed. Growth is now on the move, and in 
the course of the week a good dressing of a 
compound chemical manure was applied and 
the quarter well hoed. The hoe will from this 
time onward he kept, ait work at close intervals 
in order tha-t the sun's rays maj reach the 
roots—W. McU. 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom April 17th. — Anemone blanda, A. Pul¬ 
satilla ( Pasque-flower ), A. Hcpatica, Primula 
denticulata, P. cnshmeriana, P. Julia, Polyan¬ 
thus, Aubrietias , Pulmonaria angustifolia 
azurcfa, P. officinalis. Crocus (in variety). 
Scillas, Chionodoxas (in variety), Snowdrops, 
Puschkinia scilloidcs. Cyclamen Coum, Nar¬ 
cissus (early varieties), Saxifrages (in great 
variety), Draba hrunixfolia. Daphne Mezereum, 

A ndromeda polifolia, Erica cornea (in variety), 
K. mcditerranca hyhrida, Sisyrincliium gran- 
diflorum. Iris stylosu. 

The week’s work.— Biennials and perennials 
of various kinds will be sown at the first 
favourable opportunity. The seed is sown 
thinly on a well-pre-pa red border and the seed¬ 
lings pricked out sis soon as large enough to 
handle. Antirrhinums sown in heat and 
pricked off into boxes, having been well hard¬ 
ened. will now Ik* planted out in the positions 
in which they are 4o flower. Bast Lothian 
Stocks and Pentstemons will also be planted 
in hold groups in a mixed border. As soon as 
the ground gets a little warmer seeds of the 
more tender annuals may he sown in the open 
ground, and if a second sowing of many of 
thoee that were put in at an earlier date be 
made in various parts of the garden the period 
of flowering may be prolonged. As soon as 
large enough to handle, the seedlings must be 
gradually thinned, finally leaving sufficient 
space for each plant to develop properly. 
Ionopsidium aoaule (Violet C’rese) is a charm¬ 
ing little Portuguese annual about 2 inches 
high, and is well suited for growing in chinks 
of steps on the rock garden. Associated with 
even the choicest of alpine plants it holds its 
own as regards beauty, and never overruns its 
neighbours. It flowers eight or nine weeks 
from sowing and afterwards sows itself freely, 
reappearing year after year. If sown now it 
will flower in June, and will last a consider¬ 
able time in beauty, then seed, and fresh 
seedlings will give a late autumn display. 
Sedum cceruleum is another charming little 
annual suitable for the same purposes. 

At this time of year the water garden needs 
attention. Clean out leaves and other matter 
that have accumulated during the year, and 
if there are arrangements for letting out the 
water down to the muddy bottom of the pond, 
it will greatly facilitate the work. The accu¬ 
mulation can (then be scraped to the sides 
with garden rakes, (taking care in so doing 
not to break or injure in any way the crowns 
and young (growths of the plants. Pull out all 
weeds. Although the best time to plant the 
hardy Nymplueas is just as they begin to 
grow, this work can be successfully performed 
at any time during the next three months. 
Many established clumps of the stronger-grow¬ 
ing sorts require dividing about every alter¬ 
nate year, as they produce such numbers of 
large leaves that the flowers are almost, if not 
qilite, hidden, and masses of leaves are pushed 
up out of the water a foot high. Take a sharp 
spade and out through the rhizome generally 
found above the surface of the mud, and dig 
it out with as many roots as will adhere to it, 
and if desired divide again into single crowns 
and replant at once. Throw old sacks or mats 
over all the crowns, whether divided and re¬ 
planted or not, until the water is turned on 
and covers them, for the delicate young leaves 
aro very sensitive to sun and air. Plant direct 
in the 6oil in preference to placing in baskets 
and such-like receptacles. The depth of water 
will depend on the strength of (the plant. The 
vigorous Marliaeea hybrids should be planted 
in 3 feet to 4 feet of water. Many varieties 
will succeed when planted in water 6 feet to 
7 feet in depth, but w'ill be somewhat later in 
flowering. The small-growiug N. odorata, N. 
pygmaa. and their varieties will grow freely 
in from 9 inches to 18 inches of water. 

There is no better time for planting Bamboos 
than the end of April or early in May, as then, 
when planted under favourable conditions, they 
grow with the greatest freedom. It may be 
thought by the inexperienced that transplant¬ 
ing can be successfully accomplished at almost 
any period from autumn to spring, but such 
is not the case. Plants that have their roots 
seriously distufTTBil during late autumn, 
winter, or vci\4pai‘l£jpri,,i(Tl<|fo&t begin to 


grow again anything like so satisfactorily as 
those that are transplanted as new shoots 
begin to push up. Select a site sheltered from 
the north and east. The ground should be 
trenched to a depth of 2 feet, and if it is not 
naturally rich, half-decayed leaves and well- 
decayed manure should be added during the 
operation. The depth to plant can be deter¬ 
mined by the root-stock, the top of which 
need not be covered with soil. After the work 
has been finished each plant should be care¬ 
fully watered, special care being taken to 
thoroughly soak the ball of roots. As 60 on as 
settled, a muloh of well-decayed manure and 
leaves will help to keep the roots moist. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall Cardens, Oundle, Norlliants. 


.SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
Early vinery.- -As stnm as >the berries finish 
stoning the border should receive its final 
dressing of artificial fruit manure. This should 
be washed in with water in a tepid state, as it 
would be most unwise, seeing the soil near the 
surface is now full of feeding roots, to attempt 
forking or raking it in. The laterals which 
have been let go unstopped for the time being 
must be stopped, but not all at once, as this 
would administer such a check to the root- 
system that shanking later on might develop 
as a result. If done gradually no harm will 
accrue, and afterwards keep them regularly 
stopped. As a rule, once a week is often 
enough to do this. Maintain a sufficiently 
humid atmosphere to keep down insects, as 
well as to assist the berries to continue swell¬ 
ing without check. This can be effected by 
judiciously damping the floors and syringing 
back walls and other exposed surfaces. Too 
much moisture, on the other hand, is harmful 
and leads to the production of the warty ex¬ 
crescences on the undersides of the leaves 
which many imagine to be a disease. Ventila¬ 
tion must be carefully carried out during the 
fitful weather usually experienced during this 
month. When possible put on a chink of air 
soon after damping down in the morning, 
which w’ill avert ill effects should a sudden rise 
in temperature occur. Both for the sake of 
economy as well as the well-being of the Vines 
and crop, 6hut up early enough to run the 
temperature up to 85 degs. or even 90 degs., 
as no harm need he feared if damping down is 
done at the same time. In connection with the 
manuring of the border, although no further 
applications of artificial manure are required, 
it does not preclude the employment of diluted 
liquid-manure, which may he used up to the 
time the berries commence to colour. 

Early Muscats. —In regard to the watering 
and feeding of the roots, damping down, etc., ! 
these require much the same treatment as the 
foregoing. Thinning until the berries have 
finished 6toning should no-t be too freely done 
in case all do not stone properly. Where 
Muscat6 set without much trouble this precau¬ 
tion is, of course, unnecessary. 

Late Muscats.— As the Vines come into 
flow r er raise the day and night temperatures 
to 75 degs. and 65 degs. respectively, and ferti¬ 
lise the bunches about 12 a.m. If any Black 
Hambro or Black Alicante, for instance, 
happen to be in flower in another house em¬ 
ploy the pollen, which can easily be collected, 
from the bunches on them with a large camel- 
hair brush to 6et the Muscats with, this being 
more potent and reliable. See that the border 
is sufficiently moist before the bunches begin 
to flower. Do not hurry to reduce the bunches 
on each Vine to the proper number until the 
berries begin to swell sufficiently to determi¬ 
nate which are the best to leave. After setting, 
reduce the day temperature when derived from 
fire heat to 70 degs. 

Late Vines.—With an increase of sunshine 
and daylight growth becomes rapid after the 
Vines have been disbudded and warrants the 
temperature being increased to 65 degs. by day 
and 60 degs. by night. When they come into 
flower an increase of 5 degs. more is then 
necessary. If possible. 60 time the watering of 
the border, if an inside one. that nothing in 
this direction will be needed while the Vines 
are in flower. After the amount of rain and 
enow which has fallen during the past three 
months, outer borders will be moist enough for 
some long time to come. Between now and the 


flowering period pay every attention to stop* 
ping and tying, rubbing out all eublaterals 
between the rods and bunches and ©topping at 
the first leaf those which show above them. 
The main laterals should be stopped at the 
second leaf above the bunches, but those not 
fruiting may be allowed a little more latitude 
if the Vines are not nearer together than 
4 feet. 

Early Pigs— The setting period past, syring¬ 
ing may be resumed, and if necessary the crop 
can now be forced hard with impunity by the 
employment of an abundance of heat and 
moisture and a free use of stimulants when 
water is needed, which will be pretty frequent 
in the case of pot-grown trees. 

Late house. —This, if not done, should be 
started by closing the house and giving the 
border a thorough soaking of tepid water. A 
day and night temperature of 55 degs. and 
50 degs. w’ill for the present suffice. In the 
case of unheated houees these should Tie kept 
open, except in very cold weather, a short, 
time longer or until a sufficient amount of 
solar heat can be husbanded by early closing 
to keep the mean or night temperature rang¬ 
ing between 45 degB. and 50 degs. 

Outdoor Figs.—Where protection has to be 
afforded the covering material may be partly 
removed and the remainder of it in about ten 
days. Then whatever is required in the way 
of pruning should be done, followed by tying 
or nailing, as the case may be. Where trees 
need no protection, as is the case in warmer 
and favoured districts, the trees should be 
attended to at once. Care must be taken to 
leave a sufficiency of young or fruiting wood 
in all parts of the tree as will ensure a good 
crop. This is easily distinguishable, as the 
young fruits, although as yet in an embryonic 
stage, are now plainly discernible. Where 
through overcrowding branch thinning has 
become a matter of necessity, paint or dress 
the wounds with knotting after paring them 
smooth. Neglect in regard to this often re¬ 
sults in much loss of wood from canker. 

Early Peaches.— With the exception of 
pinched-in 6hoots at whose base promising 
fruits are situated, the growths on the trees 
should be strictly limited to such as are re¬ 
quired for next season’s needs in the shape 
of fruiting wood, with the exception, of course, 
of the shoots left at the extremities of the 
fruit-bearing branches, which should be 
©topped so soon as the stoning of the fruit, is 
complete. All surplus and badly-placed fruits, 
too, should ere this have been removed with a 
view to affording relief to the (trees as far as 
possible, as -the stoning period taxes the ener¬ 
gies of the trees. Tying-in should be strictly 
attended to. See that the borders do not want 
for water, syringe the foliage thoroughly morn¬ 
ing and afternoon, ventilate as freely as cir¬ 
cumstances permit, and close sufficiently early 
to bottle up a fair amount of solar warmth to 
economise flreheat. 

Autumn - fruiting Raspberries.— The old 

canes should be cut down to within a couple 
of inches of the soil, and, after raking up 
pruning© and other rubbish, give the surface 
right up to and round the stools a good dress¬ 
ing of well-rotted manure. Where the stools 
have become overcrowded they may be thinned 
out, taking care not to disturb those which 
are to remain, so that the crop will not be 
prejudicially affected. The thinnings, if re¬ 
quired, may be planted elsewhere to form a 
fresh plantation or by the 6ide of a footpath 
to be eventually trained to a wire trellis. 

Seakale.—A constant watch must now be 
kept on the mounds of 6oil or ashes with 
which outdoor Seakale crowns are covered. 
When cracks are ol>served in til© mounds it 
is an indication that the growths are pushing 
up through. The ashes or soil should be re¬ 
moved, and if the Kale is found to be of suffi¬ 
cient length it should be cut, cutting the root 
portion with it to the level of the ground. If 
more than is sufficient for the day’s require¬ 
ments is ready for cutting at any one time, it 
will keep fresh if placed in a few inches of 
water and stood in a dark place. 

Cauliflowers.—The remainder of the frame- 
grown. autumn-raised plants should now be 
got out. Well manured ground is equally a? 
essential in regard to success as the lifting cf 
the plants with a good ball of soil. If frost 
is apprehended, place inverted fb wer-pote over 
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•them at night until all danger is past. Plante 
ra^ed from deed sown in January and later 
must bo pricked off either into framee or 
boxes. The eame remark also applies to 
Brussels Sprouts and other Brassicas raised 
under glaee. 

Sowing.— A. general sowing should now be 
made outdoors of Borecole in variety, main- 
crop Savoye. and the early varieties of Broc¬ 
coli \ the beginning of May being quite soon 
enough to sow the late kinds, also Savoys. 
Leeks for late supply should also be sown at 
the present time. To ensure an unbroken 
supply, more Spiuach, Lettuces, and Radishes 
should be sown. 

Globe Beetroot may ako be sown in a warm 
spot. Good crops of this will be particularly 
useful during the summer and autumn. Bow 
New Zealand Spinach in small pots for plant¬ 
ing out towards the end of May, and Vegetable 
Marrows for planting outdoors. If Tomatoes 
intended for the same purpose are in danger 
of becoming pot-bound before they can be 
planted out give them a shift into larger pots. 

Rose pruning.—This, owing to exceptional 
weather conditions, is in arrears, but, given a 
few days’ line wreather, much of it can be car¬ 
ried out very quickly. Teas and their hybrids 
should be left till last. Hybrid Perpetuals and 
others of the more hardy species have taken 
little or no harm from the frost, but with 
ihe first-mentioned the contrary ie the case, 
and many varieties will have to be cut back 
hard. Before pruning in their case is com¬ 
menced the protecting material should be re¬ 
moved and the soil heaped up round the stems 
drawn away and levelled down. When prun¬ 
ing is finished and the beds or borders, as the 
case may be, made ready for digging, give 
them either a dressing of well-rotted manure 
or an approved artificial fertiliser. Either 
should be pointed in, but when doing so avoid 
injuring the roots. Vacancies can be filled by 
the employment of pot plants, provided they 
are in a dormant state. Place a fair propor¬ 
tion of good soil round the balls at the time 
of planting to give them a 6tart. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Peaches and Nectarines have made little 
progress during the recent cold weather, but 
the buds are showing colour, and a few warm 
days will bring them into bloom. Attention 
to the means ot protection, previously advised, 
is necessary to preserve the flowers from in¬ 
jury. With regard to the prospect of a crop, 
the young wood is studded with buds, and, 
given fine weather at the time of flowering, 
there will be no difficulty in the setting. Apri¬ 
cots also promise a good crop, as the spure 
and young wood are bristling with bloom bnds. 
These also require protection. Sweet Cherry- 
trees have an abundance of plump, healthy 
buds, and the same may be said of Morellos. 
Plums are not 60 promising, the bird6 having 
played havoc with the buds, on walls. aUo 
bushes and standards. Apple-trees are full of 
flower-buds, and promise an abundant crop. 
Pears also are full of promise. Currants, 
Gooseberries, and Raspberries all look well, 
and we may expect an average crop. In this 
locality the amount of rain (including melted 
enow) registered as yet for this year has been 
considerably below the average. From 
January 1st to April llth inclusive it is only 
4.69 inches. Recently-planted trees must not 
be allowed to suffer from lack of moisture at 
the roots, and it is advisable to examine these, 
especially on walls, and. if found to be dry. a 
copious watering should be given. If not 
already done, attend to the mulching of all 
fruit-trees. The advantage of a good mulch 
for fruit-trees, whether wall, bush, or espalier, 
in dry seasons cannot be over-estimated. If 
mulching serves to check to some extent the 
trtion of the ana’s rays, it also serves to 
check evaporation. Still further, mulching 
more thoroughly utilises every artificial water- 
io* or shower that falls, and helps to main- 
tJu this moisture much longer than is the 
caw where there is no such covering. 

Brussels Sprouts, early Broccoli, Cauli- 
. _ r.hhaee, and Lettuces raised in boxes 

have been well hardened and 
under f? ~ warm border. Plenty of 

or leaf-soil ought always 


Tricked out on 
light, eifted raonI'J 


to be mixed with the ordinary soil whenever 
this is found to be at all lumpy or stiff, and 
after the surface has been moistened the 
plants should be pricked out 4 inches apart 
each way, putting them in up to the seed 
leaves. They should be well watered in, and 
moistened overhead occasionally if the weather 
is fine and dry. Protect from frost for a few 
days with branches of evergreens or mats, and 
they will not be long before they commence 
to grow strongly. When they have made suffi¬ 
cient growth to be moved to their permanent 
quarters and the site is ready for them, a 
good watering should be given, the transplant¬ 
ing being done with a trowel, so as to pre¬ 
serve a ball of soil about the roots. If drawn 
and planted with a dibber they are usually a 
long time in recovering from the check. To 
those contemplating planting out vegetables, 1 
would strongly advise the U6© of the garden 
trow'el only. My method is first to draw out a 
drill about 2 inches deep, then the trowel is 
used to loosen the soil and prepare a hole for 
the young plants. These holes are made a 
little larger than the diameter of the roots, 
so that they can be spread out to their full 
length. The holes are not made too deep, just 
so that the roots may benefit by the influence 
of the sun. When the plants are placed in 
position the soil is carefully drawn in and 
made firm as the work proceeds. After com¬ 
pletion, if the weather is dry, a copious water¬ 
ing is given, and round the base of each plant 
some dry soil is strewn. This simple device 
materially prevents evaporation in hot and 
dry weather. 

Celery trenches are being prepared for the 
earliest sowings. It is better to put out the 
plants in a 6mall state, provided they have 
been properly hardened, than to allow them 
to become starved. I have found Solid Ivory 
a good variety for early use, as it matures 
quickly and takes up little room. The 
trenches are -taken out to a good depth and 
nearly filled with good manure. It is only 
necessary to have the trenches deep enough to 
receive plenty of water. I consider it a mis¬ 
take to plant too far away from the surface, 
especially on wet, heavy ground. The ridges 
may be planted with Lettuces, where they will 
grow luxuriantly and will not be detrimental 
to the Celery crop. 

Beetroot.—A full sowing of this vegetable 
will be made as soon as the weather is favour¬ 
able on ground deeply worked and not 
manured—that occupied with Celery last year 
being very suitable. The largest-growing 
kinds will be better left for another ten days 
or a fortnight, or the roots in all probability 
will become too large and coarse. Complete 
the planting of 

Onions raised under glass as speedily as the 
weather will permit. Plant carefully, and 
make very firm about the roots, and unless the 
weather is showery frequent sprinklings over¬ 
head will be necessary to promote a quick 
growth. Those sown in the open last month 
are not yet through the ground; as soon as 
they are through a dusting of soot and wood 
ashes will be given and the ground between 
the rows stirred with the Dutch hoe. 

Parsnips should be treated in precisely the 
6ame way. Soot, besides being a good stimu¬ 
lant, does much to prevent the foliage from 
becoming disfigured by the fly, which often 
attacks them in a young state. The first sow¬ 
ing of 

Sals&fy and Scorzonera will be made as 
soon as the weather permits, and another a 
fortnight later. If sown too early many of 
the plants will run to flower, and are then 
worthless. To obtain clean specimens, deep, 
flnely-broken-up soil is necessary. If 

Cucumber seeds be sown now the plants 
will be ready for planting in about a month, 
a time when frames on hotbeds that have been 
used for growing early vegetables are no 
longer required. Such frames may be advan¬ 
tageously used for growing Cucumbers during 
the summer. The heat from the hotbeds, if 
properly made at the start, will be sufficient 
for the Cucumbers. Plants in bearing require 
to be frequently looked over for the purpose 
of tying in and stopping sufficient young shoots 
at the second joint to cover the trellis with¬ 
out crowding, taking out the surplus leaves 
and growth that has borne fruit. The earliest 
batch of 
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Tomatoes has set a good crop of fruit, and 
is afforded weak liquid-manure at every alter¬ 
nate watering, aud an occasional slight 
dusting of fine bone-meal. Plante for succes¬ 
sion have been placed in their fruiting pots. 
Those intended for planting in the open have 
been shifted into 5i-inch pots, and are induced 
to make good, strong, sturdy plants. Small, 
late plants cannot be depended upon to ripen 
their fruit* and are practically worthless. 

F. W. Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Hardy fruit-trees.—The advancing season is 
making itself evident on hardy fruit-trees. 
Already the earliest Peaches are in bloom. 
Pears and Plume, too, are rapidly pushing 
their buds. As was previously recommended, 
protecting material ought to be got ready, for 
during the critical time of blooming frosts 
are generally more or less in evidence. Two 
points may be referred to in connection with 
wall fruit. The first is that in many cases, 
owing to the lack of 6un during 1916, the 
ripening of wood was very indifferent, and, iu 
a great measure owing to this, there is almost 
sure to be a good deal of bud-dropping among 
©tone fruit, and not a few barren trees in the 
case of Pears. The second point worthy of 
notice is that, owing partly to the long and 
severe winter, and partly owing to the scarcity 
of artificial food, the etocks of bees have been 
in many places decimated. Tho remaining in¬ 
sects will, as well, be later in getting to work, 
and it will be much later before the young 
broods are on the wing. It follows, therefore, 
that where pollination of fruit-tree blooms is 
left entirely to insect agencies tlie result is 
bound to be disappointing. To minimise this 
state of affairs hand-fertilisation ought to be 
undertaken, more especially in the case of 
Peaches. Nectarines, and Pears. Let this ferti¬ 
lisation be carried out when the eun is bright 
at mid-day. It is surprising the area of bloom 
which can be touched over iu a couple of hours. 

Fruit-trees in pots under glass. These, or 
•the majority of them, being now in bloom, the 
flowers are regularly fertilised every day. 
The rabbit’s tail is unequalled for this pur¬ 
pose, tho fur collecting the pollen more 
readily (I think) than does a camel-hair hr noli. 
Strict attention must now be paid to the needs 
of the plants as regards moisture, any defi¬ 
ciency of water being certain to result in the 
falling of the blooms. Keep the atmosphere 
as dry and buoyant as possible during the 
period of setting, and a3 soon as tho young 
fruits begin to cast off the oases let the syringe 
be used freely. Aphis docs not readily attack 
fruit-trees which are regularly and effectually 
syringed, but should the young tips of the 
6hoots become affected no delay should take 
place until vaporising is done. 

Summer Time in the garden. -Summer 
Time comes into operation at an earlier date 
this year than was the ease in 1916. For some 
time, therefore, the clock and the eun will not 
clash, but as the season advances it will be 
found that shutting-up time must not be at 
a hard-and-fast hour. Generally speaking, in 
the ease of Melons, Vines, and plant-houses in 
former summers 5 pm. was the recognised 
ehubbing-up hour, but, as the eun has not ad¬ 
vanced with the clock, it will be necessary to 
defer the closing time till 6 p.m. summer time. 
Ingrained habits are not easily got rid of. and 
perhaps a little awkwardness may be experi¬ 
enced at first. 

Melons.—Where Melons are grown for 
autumn use in brick pits a beginning may be 
made with the preparation of hotbeds. Tho 
pits used for this purpose here are about 5 feet 
deep, with a flow-nnd-return hot-water pipe 
running throughout their length. After the 
fermenting material has been sweetened it is 
trodden very firmly into the pits. Black pack¬ 
ing means a sudden, but fleeting, heat, and as 
Melons require a good deal of bottom warmth, 
it is neoessary to provide that over as long a 
period as possible. As soon os the pits are 
filled, the mounds of loam—mixed w r ith mortar 
rubbish—are put out in the centre of each 
sash, and these mounds, too, are firmly 
trodden. A couple of seeds are then sown on 
each mound, and no water ie given until the 
seedlings appear. In a general way, germina¬ 
tion is certain, bu»t to obviate accidents a few 
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seeds are sown in pots which are plunged in 
the hotbed. 

Seeds. —When these hotbeds are at work they 
may be utilised for raising the seed of plants, 
which succeed to a greater degree with a little 
bottom heat. Among these may be mentioned 
the various kinds of Celosias, which if sown 
round about this time make handsome plants 
for late eummer and autumn work in green¬ 
house or conservatory. Balsams, too, although 
they will succeed quite well without bottom 
heat, will come away much more quickly if 
treated like Celoeias. 

Tuberoses, too. if plunged in these hotbeds 
come away quickly. They are moot useful 
plaifts, and given a hotbed at work, they can 
be grown with but very little trouble. Five 
tubers in a 7-inch pot make very useful pieces. 
Pot iu good sandy loam, plunge to the rims of 
the pots in the bed, giving no water until 
growth is visible. Afterwards water freely 
and remove to a cooler place. Red-spider i6 
apt to interfere with the folia-ge of Tuberoses, 
so that syringing is needful to keep this 
minute pest at bay. 

Hardy-flower borders.—As time permits the 
hardy-flower borders will be broken down with 
tho hoe. Very little staking was done last 
season, and certainly in the eummer the 
borders looked equally as well as when much 
more time had been devoted to them. As the 
6 ea«on wore on, however, and the autumn 
gales came, it is idle to deny that the borders 
assumed a very untidy appearance. Further, 
when in winter the stems had to be cut over, 
the work was delayed by reason of the way in 
which they were twisted about, and it was, 
altogether, a much more unpleasant job than 
cutting over usually is. So that, as far as it 
may be found possible, more time will be given 
to staking and tying the border plants. 

Btove.—I had an opportunity recently of 
seeing a good batch of seedling Amaryllises 
in bloom, and one cannot help being struck 
with the value of these fine bulbous plants for 
early w'ork in the etove. They are quite easily 
managed, only requiring a long rest in the 
winter, and some good, sound loam in which 
to grow them. Seedlings, when they bloom, 
are often equal, or nearly so, to named and 
expensive varieties. Himantophyllums (Olivias) 
niay be grown along with them if desired, but 
they do beet in a cooler house. More Gloxinias 
have been potted up. In cold weather, such as 
we are here experiencing, it is much better to 
attend to the needful potting in the stove. A 
chill in the potting-shed will cripple Gloxinias 
for the season. A further batch of Gesneras 
was at the same time art-tended to. Cuttings of 
Begonia Gloire de Lorraine were put into the 
propagating-ease. These are intended for late 
work. Fine-foliaged plants of all kinds will 
now strike readily iu heat if kept close. 

Greenhouse.-—There has been a good display 
of Narcissi, but now that these begin to bo 
quite numerous out-of-doors they are not so 
valuable under glass. Their places will shortly 
be filled with double-flowering Begonias and 
other subjects which bloom during the summer 
ami autumn months. Begonia fuchsioides is. 
if old-fashioned, not without value at this par¬ 
ticular season. Arum Lilies have bloomed 
well, and are being allowed regular doses of 
stimulants. Zonal Pelargoniums begin to be 
attractive, and the various Primulas yet re¬ 
main effective. The routine work of watering, 
etc., is attended to in the morning, and when 
possible abundant ventilation is given. Both 
in the case of greenhouse and of stove, more 
firing than is usually needed at this season has 
been required owing to exceptionally severe 
weat her. 

Work outside has been again held up by 
frost and by successive falls of snow. It js 
very unfortunate that this should be so in a 
reason when an early seed-time would have 
been of advantage. Such things as it is pos¬ 
sible to hasten on under glass for transplant¬ 
ing to the open air when conditions are suit¬ 
able are being dealt with. W. McUuffog. 

I'almae G arde n s, K irk cud b'ri ght. 
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BEE3. 

BEES FOR FERTILISING. 

It is imix>ssible, this year especially, to 
press too much the duty of every gardener 
doing his utmost to get a hive of bees in or 
near his garden and orchard, even if he 
does not wish to try for honey. Since I 
wrote my last notes on this point the Royal 
Horticultural Society has held its meeting 
in London. At that meeting Mr. E. A. 
Ruuyard, in his lecture on “ Increasing the 
Home Food Supply,” deplored the scarcity 
of bees, and suggested fertilisation by 
hand, even in ojien orchards. 

Tills is practically a call to gardeners to 
arrange at once for a swarm in May or 
early .1 a no. The old-fashioned way with 
bees will produce the necessary fertilisa¬ 
tion. It will certainly increase the number 
of bees in the country, give no trouble, 
and cost nearly nothing. But suffocation 
must not be practised, and lioney must not 
hi taken. ix:t gardeners, therefore, put tip 
a small rainproof shelter such as I s]>oke 
of last week, make it inaccessible to mice, 
buy a straw skep, get some bees, and then 
leave them to it. An early swarm will 
store enough honey for its own winter sup¬ 
ply, if the season lie normal, and the bees 
will be quite happy and contented. So will 
their owner he when he sees them in every 
blossom of libs fruit-trees, large and small. 
My further point is that no gardener will 
rest content with this state of things. 
Next winter will find him satisfying his 
new thirst for bee-knowledge, and pro¬ 
bably, in the long evenings, knocking to¬ 
gether a modern hive—quite a simple job 
for an adaptable iierson with half-a-dozen 
tools. Come, gardeners, theorise no longer. 
Bn practical. This is just the very time 
to start, and even if you only keep bees in 
a skep hive for your garden fruits you will 
be doing a good turn both to your country 
and yourself. 

Bee-keepers should now lie tilling crates 
with sections or shallow frames, in each 
case fitted with full foundation. Success 
crowns the efforts only of him who looks 
ahead. Have crates ready to put on at 
the required time. If swarming is to be 
discouraged give plenty of room above in 
good time, and admit plenty of air below 
by raising the front of the outer brood- 
box witli i-inch wedges, in warm weather, 
or on noticing the least sign <rf clustering 
outside tlie hive. It saves winter feeding 
to have as-mnny frames as passible in the 
brood-box to nil bees. If an early swarm 
is oxi>eeted to produce surplus honey, hive 
it on seven frames only, and keep very 
warm. 

For stings, prevention is better than 
cure, and simpler, roo. Show no bravado 
and take the usual precautions. When 
stung, scrape the sling and its poison-bag 
off' at once with the finger-nail; then try 
Onion-juice, methylated spirit, diluted 
ammonia, or frequent applications of cold 
water. If persistently chased do not strike 
out at the raider, but plunge into some 
tree foliage. Bees naturally have no dis¬ 
position to sting, and only do so when 
annoyed. Never walk in front of their 
hives. B. It. II. 


Dutch Bees. Can any reader of Gardening 
Illdetrated tell me where to obtaiu some 
Dutch bees?—R cshford. 


The double Sulphur Primrose. Can you or 

any of your readers tell me where I can set 
a plant of the old double .Sulphur Primrose? 
Ae I remember it many years ago, it had 
very large outer petals—aa largo as a two- 
ahilling-piece or larger—and a tight little tuft 
of quite small petals in Hie middle. 1 think 
it must be very scarce, but I hope hot quite 
lost to English gardens.—C. Phbntis. 


GARDENERS AND NATIONAL 
SERVICE. 

The Director-General of National Service, 
recognising the great importance of food 
production by small cultivators, lias agreed 
to the following recommendations, made by 
the Department of Food Production, on 
the subject of gardeners and National 
Service :— 

A gardener exempt from military service, 
who is cultivating not less than one acre of 
ground devoted exclusively to vegetables will 
be recognised as doing work of national im¬ 
portance, and instructions will be issued by 
the authorities that gardeners who fulfil this 
condition should be left to continue their work. 
The acre may be either wholly in a private 
garden or part in a private garden and part iu 
another private garden or allotment. 

Similar considerations will be extended to a 
gardener who, though cultivating less than one 
acre of vegetable garden, places his spare 
time services for the purpose of advice and in¬ 
struction at the disposal of the local Food Pro¬ 
duction Society or other organisation formed 
for the purpose of increasing the vegetable 
food supply. 

Vacant situations which admit of the carry¬ 
ing out of these conditions may be filled by 
men who have enrolled as National Service 
Volunteers, and may be retained until the men 
are required for National Service. 

Except in the case of luxury fruits and 
crops, provision will be made for the similar 
retention of the minimum number of skilled 
meu necessary to maintain cultivation in fruit 
gardens, fruit plantations, market gardens, 
and fruit and forest tree nurseries, and also 
glasshouses pat to the use of essential food 
production. 

Luxury gardening, bedding out, lawn tend¬ 
ing. etc,, will enjoy no consideration whatever; 
on the contrary, in the event of places where 
gardeners are engaged in such work becoming 
vacant, they will not be allowed to be filled by 
men within the specified ages. 

It is not intended, however, to discourage 
more than circumstances necessitate the up¬ 
keep of collections of plants of great rarity or 
value, the possession of whicli in this country 
is a great asset to the horticultural industry. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

VEGETABLES. 

Potato Pioneer (T. H. Evans ).—We have 
made inquiries about the Potato mentioned, 
and regret being unable to obtain the infor¬ 
mation you are requiring. If the name is any 
criterion, we should eay it is an early variety. 
In that case you can plant it at the end of 
the present month. The crop would be ready 
for lifting about the middle or end of July. 
Should it be a late kind, plant the beginning 
of May and lift about mid-September. 

SHORT REPLIES. 

U. Cotes .—'The manure you refer to may be 
used. Spread it on the surface of the ground 
in the usual way and dig it in deeply, then 
draw out the drills at various distances, this 
depending on whether the Potatoes are early 
or late, and plant therein, covering up to a 
depth of about 6 inches. 

NAMES OF PLANTS AND PRUITS. 

Names of plants. — Mrs. Sterry.— Dog's-tooth 

Violet (Erythro uium Dens-canie).- -F. A . 

Figgot .—Alpine Forest Heath (Erica carnea». 

- Huntingdonshire .—The common Wood 

Sorrel (Oxalis Acetosella). 


White aphis on Tomatoes and Cucumbers. 

—I shall be much obliged if you can, through 
yortr paper, throw some light on the destrnr- 
•tion of this terrible pest. I tried every known 
remedy last year without success; in fact, the 
remedy was worse than the disease. I found 
various applications of syringing the Cu¬ 
cumbers partially saved them, but totally 
destroyed the Tomatoes. If the poet becomes 
general it will be worse than the Gooseberry 
and Onion fly, and threaten a valuable in¬ 
dustry.—C. A. W. Codrill. 
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NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

Syringa Wilsoni. —A plaut of tliis species 
has flowered here two years in succession, 
and the blooms have a delicious fragrance 
which may be described as more akin to 
that of .Jasmine than of Lilac. It grows 
under the shelter of a wall facing west, in 
a light soil. The shrub flowered in mid- 
June.—H. It. 6. Haigham, Norfolk. 

Erica carnea.— The typical E. carnea is 
a little later in flowering than some of 
Backhouse's varieties, but has now come 
into line with these, and all are now 
making a brave show. It is wonderful 
how well this Heath stands bad weather. 
In a winter almost unprecedented in living 
memory in these parts the flowers have 
stood all the changes of a most inclement 
season and are as bright and fresh as if 
the times had been most propitious.—8. 
Arnott. 

Oresitrophe rupifraga. — This novelty, 
introduced from Northern China three or 
four years ago, was recently noted in 
flower in the hardy plant department at 
Kew. It is a herbaceous perennial belong¬ 
ing to the Saxifrage order, producing from 
a woody underground rootstock firm, 
leathery leaves each 4 inches or so across, 
which, on issuing from the soil, are, in 
their bronzy character, somewhat sugges¬ 
tive in miniature of those of some of the 
deciduous fibrous-rooted Iiegonias. The 
flowers are white, produced a score or 
more in a rounded cluster at the top of a 
6-inch-high stem. Though not yet tried in 
the open, jt is expected to prove quite 
hardy.—E. J. 

Saxifraga Sundermanni.— This is stated 
to be a hybrid between S. mnrginata and 
S. Ilurseriana, but the flowers are not 
large enough or solid enough for the first- 
named at its best. There is all the free¬ 
dom of the second parent, and with its 
abundance of milky-white flowers on red- 
tinged stems the hybrid is very pretty. Its 
freedom of flowering, however, would np- 
1 <-:i r to suggest that S. Ilurseriana 
macrnntha and not typical 8. Ilurseriana 
was the one employed, the crowded hillock 
of small rosettes being also suggestive of 
the influence of the same form. In any 
case it is of compact habit, an easy doer 
as the majority of those endowed with any 
Ilurseriana influence usually are, and may 
lie Increased freely if desired. Of it there 
appear to he two forms in commerce, one 
having higher stem colour and three or 
more flowers in a cluster, whieli are also 
of a distinct white, and that above de- 
scribed whose peduncles are most fre¬ 
quently one-flowered.—E. It. 8. 

Saxifraga Haagei. —Probably no yellow- 
flowered hybrid yet raised can equal this 
as a carpeter, or compare with it in colour 
or its remarkable freedom of flowering. 
It is a hybrid raised from 8. saneta crossed 
with 8. Ferdinandi Cobufgi and endowed 
with the best of both pa rents. From the 
last-named—a rather mifl’y doer witli the 
richest golden-yellow flowers of any mem¬ 
ber of the family—it has obviously in¬ 
herited its fine colour; its carpeting habit 
and sturdy and free growth from the mat- 
forming ,H. saneta. In freedom of flower¬ 
ing it is superior to the lust-named, as a 
yard-wide group of it uow in flower in the 
K>w rock garden amply testifies. Five or 
scren in fl cluster on 8-inch-high stems, the 
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flowers keep up a display for a long time, 
remaining perfectly clean throughout be¬ 
cause of the density of the cariwt from 
which they spring. Far happier, ap¬ 
parently, when planted out in a good bed 
of gritty loam than confined to pots or 
pans, it seems to enjoy full exjiosuie more 
than most of its tribe and to be also free 
from disease so far as present experience 
goes. Its dense growth demands periodical 
division after flowering,, say every second 
yen r. 

Habranthus pratensis in Suffolk.— In 

compliance with Mr. Clarence Elliott’s re¬ 
quest on page 221 of Gardening Illus¬ 
trated I write to say that I have never 
seen my Habranthus looking more healthy, 
and it lias not been protected in any way 
throughout this terrible winter. I see that 
W. Robinson, in his well-known " English 
Flower Garden,” says it is quite hardy in 
northern and eastern counties. Certainly, 
I have never given mine any protection at 
all since it was first put in, some seven or 
eight years ago. It did not flower at first, 
hut now dues regularly, and the blooms 
are very handsome. It. increases of itself, 
and I look to have a good many this year. 
It is in a sunny position and the soil rather 
sandy and with lime in it naturally not 
added.—R osmehe. 

- Mr. Clarence Elliott, in April 21st 

issue, enquires about the hardiness of 
this brilliant Amar.vllid. It has stood the 
past winter and the still more trying 
spring in the oiien here without the 
slightest protection, and is now pushing 
strongly. I trust Mr. Elliott will not 
carry out his proposal to hybridise 
Habranthus. For some of us the natural 
species are infinitely more attractive than 
what Perdiui. condemned ns “Nature's 
bastards.” The blossoms of this species 
are of such a vivid, even violent, vermilion 
that one should lie careful in what com¬ 
pany it is planted. There is a clump here 
a few feet in front of an Austrian Copper 
Rriar, and the effect is no infelicitous that 
the bulbs must be moved elsewhere. Iberis 
Little Gem and Muscnri eonicum (Heavenly 
Blue) are the only suitable neighbours I 
can think of for so flaring a flower.— 
Herbert Maxwell, Monreitfi . 

Saxifraga Bilekl.— 1 This is a pretty and 
interesting hybrid raised by crossing 8. 
aretioides and 8. tomheanens'.s. The 
flowers are yellow and may in effect be 
likened to those of 8. aretioides primulina, 
a plant still rare in collections. It is, how¬ 
ever, much earlier in flower than it, and 
in this respect agrees with 8. touihennensisi 
as it dors also in its hillock-forming 
clusters of rosettes. In fact, it is a canary- 
yellow 8. tombeauensis. Exiierience is ns 
yet young witli it. though, even so, there 
is not lacking that transparent thinness of 
petsi 1 of 8. tombeanensis which docs not 
make for longevity. The influence of that 
siccies, too. is .seen in the size and form 
of flower and length of stem: peduncles 
usually one-flowered, though now and 
again they are two or three flowered. I 
know nothing like it at the time of its 
coming—this year it is opening in mid- 
April, when the flower-huds of 8. aretioides 
have barely emerged from the rosettes. 
Its parents are among the smaller-growing 
of the cushion rook foils and better suited 
for rock crevices than for richer soil areas, 
hence doubtless Hie hybrid will he suited 
to like places. Neither parent, however, is 


particularly easy to keep in good condition 
in lowland gardens.— E. H. Jenkins. 

Bee-keeping. —I am very pleased to note 
the return of your paragraphs re “ Bee¬ 
keeping,” as I have often thought of 
making a start in this work. I have, how¬ 
ever, one difficulty which appears to me 
insuperable, but ou which I can find no 
assistance in various hooks I have on the 
subject. This is “swarming,” and I 
wondered whether you could deal with tiiis 
in an early issue. Can swarming be pre¬ 
vented, and how? I could run one hive, 
or perhaps two, but it seems to me that in 
tlie spring the bees will rtTiturally “swarm,” 
and that it will then he necessary for me 
to follow and “ take ” the swarm or lose 
all my bees. Is this so, or does only a por¬ 
tion of Hie occupants leave tile hive, a i>or- 
tion which could be abandoned by anyone 
who did not wish to increase the number 
of hives kept? Could you have an article 
dealing with this jioint, and, perhaps, a 
simple article on beginning bee-keeping, 
within the next few weeks, so that one 
could obtain a colony and start next 
month?—C. C., Bromley. 

irythronium Dens-canis. —I have been 
surprised to find that these have come up 
and flowered quite at their usual time 
(beginning of April), so that they are 
ahead of Daffodils and other spring 
flowers, which this year are 'so late. I. 
should be glad if anyone could teli me why 
seme of the plants of Erythronium fuil 
year after year to produce flowers, though 
the leaves come up strong and healthy. 
Tlie flowers are quite the prettiest spring 
flowers there are I consider, but one does 
not often see them grown. Mine are very 
sheltered.— Bosmere. 

The Spurge Laurel (Daphne Laureola).— 
l enclose a spray of Daphne laureola 
which l found to-day wild. Halting in an 
old lane near this wild East Coast (not 
more than a few hundred yards from the 
sea and near VVeybourne, Norfolk) I 
noticed its sweet [icrfiime, and, looking 
round, saw a few plants, about 2 feet high 
and through, growing in the hedgerow 
facing full east and apparently quite nt 
ljouie. The yellowish-green abundant 
flowers were not attractive, lint tlielr 
fragrance more than repaid for their lack 
if colouring. It is a good evergreen shrub 
mil worthy of a place in any garden. See¬ 
ing it wild was a great pleasure to me. 
i’lie berries are very poisonous.—E. M. 

The Mezereon (Daphne Mezereum).— 
•This appears to ^flourish in this district, 
iml it was a-Ndrprlse to me to see a magni¬ 
ficent siiecinien growing near a cottage 
door. The bush in question was from 
S feet to "9 feet in height and had been 
trained to tlie cottage wall. It was fur¬ 
nished from the ground upwards with long, 
loose branches wreathed with their 
fragrant pink blooms, which scented the 
place. The position was full north, and ns 
other plants near—though away front the 
wall—were growing vigorously il showed 
that this is the best position for tills line 
shrub, and not where plants are exposed 
to a large amount of sunshine. I thought 
tin* unusual size of the shrub and the 
method of training it to tlie wall might 
prove interesting to readers of Gardening 
Illustrated who have found difficulty in 
growing it E. MAflKfiAM. \Vft/bnurjir. 
Norfolk. 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



244 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


May 5, 1917 


VEGETABLES. 

FORWARDING VEGETABLES. 

A warm or south or south-east border, 
sheltered by a wall or thick hedge will 
help forward some of the most useful and 
acceptable vegetables if cold frames are 
not available. Overhead shelter of some 
kind will be necessary if, as seems likely, 
the present weather continues, and this is 
best supplied by some lengths of tiffany or 
dressed covers stretched over llazel or 
Osier rods. It is decidedly preferable to 
anything one has to put on, and remove 
with every change of weather, as dry 
Bracken or Heather, the usefulness of 
which comes to an end if exposed to a 
heavy storm. The things one is anxious to 
push forward as quickly as possible in a 
season like the present, wlieu all veget¬ 
ables are so scarce, and which will come in 
quickly from sowing or planting, are early 
Potatoes, dwarf Kidney Beans, Carrots, 
Lettuce, a Cauliflower like Early Snow¬ 
ball, and a Cabbage of tbe Flower of 
Spring type. It is also essential that here 
as well as in the larger plantings in the 
o|ien care should be taken to plant no more 
than will be likely to meet requirements, 
and so avoid anything in the way of waste. 
Such a border should be in good heart and 
in light, workable condition. Other kinds 
may, of course, be included if space per¬ 
mits, but the things above enumerated de¬ 
serve first consideration. 

It is gratifying to find,, in connection 
with the increased and improved culture 
of vegetables, that the authorities are pay¬ 
ing attention to school gardens by largely 
adding to their numbers and asking for 
regular and systematic Instruction in the 
same. Those best able to help in the 
matter seem, ns a rule, very willing to do 
so in the parish from which I write. For 
instance, the reetor lias kindly given over 
a very substantial slice of bis paddock—a 
bit of excellent land close to the schools 
and quite sufficient to give a nice little plot 
to those of the older scholars able to 
manage it._E. B. S. 

PATRIOTISM AND POTATOES. 

Thk ravages of war and (lie failure of the 
British Potato crop last autumn have 
caused a great stimulus in every village 
and town to plant more Potatoes. This 
stimulus has been widely promulgated by 
the pressure Government has brought to 
liear on the problem of home-grown food. 
That there is n brisk movement abroad is 
shown by tbe action of County, Urban, add 
Parish Councils, which have purchased so 
largely from Scotch-grown stocks, aud 
there has been no little anxiety because of 
the tardy action of the growers and rail¬ 
way authorities in delivering the pur¬ 
chases. One wonders why there is suffi¬ 
cient surplus of Potatoes in Scotland to 
meet this great influx of orders, especially 
as we hear of losses sustained by frost 
iu the North. It may be true that stocks 
have been seriously depleted, first by 
disease, and, further, by the shortness of 
the crop. 

The war has made almost a clean sweep 
of the rising manhood of the country-side, 
and (he remaining adult population are. 
many of them, placed under an obligation 
to national service. The combination of 
these conditions gives rise to thoughts ns 
to the future. The effects of the war have 
certainly wrought many changes, botli in 
town and country. It is to be hoped this 
activity on the lent of the people in the 
cultivation of the Potato will be rewarded 
by bountiful cro]*-\ Tbe high price of 
bread and the prospect of a still higher 
rale will put a full value on home-grown 
Potatoes as thejv'csme into usp in the 
summer am! auhtnu. ^me DYjiti* anti¬ 


cipate that this much-extended planting 
will bring about a glut of Potatoes and 
that the prices fixed by the Government 
will tend to depreciate their commercial 
value. These, however, are matters that 
need not disturb one for the present, for no 
one eau give an estimate of what the 
future crop may be. Among the poor, 
Potatoes will he in greater demand than 
lias obtained for many years by reason of 
the high price of other foodstuffs, and 
this demand will be felt from the earliest 
weeks of the new summer crop. One can 
only hope that there will lie no late frosts. 
Drought again on light and poor soil will 
tell its tale ; and last, but not least, there 
is the dreaded Potato disease. If the 
weather should be stormy, as was the ease 
last year, spraying is of little value. 

W. S. 


HERB-GItOWING FOR COTTAGERS. 

A noon deal has been written lately about 
the cultivation of medicinal plants, the 
object being to collect all those varieties 
of medicinal herbs which hitherto have 
been Imported from abroad, nnd particu¬ 
larly from Germany. There is an oiqtor- 
tuni’ty here for small-holders and cottagers 
to co-operate in this work, and although 
the price obtainable for these herbs does 
not, on tile average, probably rank very 
high, n good deal will naturally depend 
upon the manner in which they are col¬ 
lected and dried. When I see what a num¬ 
ber of different herbs are grown in cottage 
gardens on a small scale that might easily 
he increased twenty-fold I come to the con¬ 
clusion that the whole of our national re¬ 
quirements might be supplied by our own 
growers, and cottagers and smnll-liolders 
should take advantage of the present 
opportunity to produce Ihc supplies re¬ 
quired. Here are some of what may lie 
termed the “regularly cultivated” plants, 
required in large quantities for medicinal 
puriMises :—Camomile (flower), Raspberry 
(leaves), Rosemary, Peppermint, Penny¬ 
royal, Marshmallow, Hyssop, Rue, Sage, 
Old Man, Thyme, and Sweet Marjoram. 
(Where not otherwise stated the whole 
herb is used.) These can even now he 
found, singly, in every cottage garden of 
any size. 

Then there is a lot of wild plants, some 
of which are very plentiful, whilst others 
are rare; but the following can be usually 
found without difficulty, and, given proper 
treatment in the way of drying and pack¬ 
ing, should pay well:—Dandelion (root), 
Oomfrey (root), Burdock (root and leaves), 
Agrimony, Dog's Mercury, Hemlock 
(leaves and flowers), and Yarrow. 

Another branch of the same industry 
relates to the providing of dried flowers, • 
fruits, seeds, and roots. Some of the last- 
named have already been referred to, but 
there are others, such as Bryony, Male- 
fern, Dock, Colchicuin, anil Horseradish, 
for which substantial orders are given out 
by wholesale chemists. In regard to 
flowers, these are required for perfumery 
(r.rj., Rose petals), or for making syrup 
(c.}/., Violet), or for distillation (Lavender). 
Besides those named there are Coltsfoot, 
Elder, Marshmallow, and numerous others. 
Then, as regards fruits and seeds, there 
arc many that should be easy to obtain in 
plenty. " For example Henbane, Hem¬ 
lock, Celery, Fennel, and Maw (Papaver 
sumnifemm). As to which of these vari¬ 
ous herbs and plants should be cultivated 
a good deal deiiends, of course, on soil and 
situation, but there is not one amongst all 
those I have named that cannot be culti¬ 
vated in this country. Individual chemists 
in country towns have experimented 
successfully with the cultivation of medi¬ 
cinal plants, and I have one particular 
chemist In mini! who carries on business 


iu a Midland agricultural town, where he 
has several allotment gardens in which he 
cultivates sufficient medicinal plants to 
provide material for many of the extracts 
nnd tinctures required in liis^own business. 
My advice to cottagers and allotment- 
holders who are disposed to experiment in 
this way is to choose some one or two of 
the herbs I have mentioned which they 
know from experience will flourish on their 
ground, and grow a decently large quan¬ 
tity. While the herbs are growing they 
should make enquiries of local chemists 
with a view to ascertaining what portion 
of Hie plant is required, when it ought to 
be gathered, and how it should be pre¬ 
pared for sale. Probably the retail 
chemist who gives this information will 
uot be a prospective buyer himself, but lie 
will give the name and address of some 
large wholesale manufacturing chemist 
who would probably purchase, the whole 
supply in one lot. There is really no diffl- 
eulty in finding a market for produce like 
this, the tiling is to grow something in 
sufficient quantity to offer for sale. 

Pharmacist. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Thinning vegetable seedlings. — All 

seedling vegetables that are in their per¬ 
manent places should be thinned as early 
as possible, so ns to ensure strong, sturdy 
plants being left. The distances njiart 
which should be allowed for the plants 
must be regulated by their kind. Unions, 
which are often thinned too severely, may 
be left o inches apart. The bulbs will then 
at maturity “sit on the ground,” riiien 
much better, and yield a fur heavier crop 
than when the plants are thinned to 
I! inches apart in the hope of growing 
specially'fine examples. This temptation 
to grow exhibition vegetables should lie re¬ 
sisted just now, when all our efforts should 
be directed towards growing as much good 
produce ns passible. If Carrots are grown 
in small successions 1 rows to obtain small, 
tender roots throughout the season, and 
the sowing has been made thinly, very 
little thinning will ho required, but when 
sown in bulk the seedlings will need 
5 inches each. Parsnips at maturity re¬ 
quire from 7 inches to S inches, the latter 
distance for roots on strong land, while 
Beet should be allowed from (j inches to 
8 inches.— Garden. 

Specialising in winter Greens. —Notwith¬ 
standing the havoo made by the past winter 
on Breen crops, many people who hope that we 
are not likely to have another winter like it. 
are making arrangements to opecialise in such 
things as Brussels Sprouts, Savoys, and Sprout¬ 
ing Broccoli. When I say specialise, I do not 
mean that they are going to be content with 
growing plants between rows of Potatoes, but 
are preparing ground by well manuring it 
now, so that the young muff now in the seed 
beds will have good material front the start. 
Many allotment-holders who have not been 
able to eecure sufficient eeed Potatoes are now 
turning their attention towards winter Greens 
and sowing seed on their own plots. Given a 
normal season few crops pay better for the 
little attention they require. People, too, are 
beginning <to recognise that it is a great ad¬ 
vantage to afford liquid-manure during iho 
growing season and to dress the ground occa¬ 
sionally with nitrate of soda. This is ran i-i- 
larly to he recommended on land broken up 
this spring where it hue not been possiblo to 
supply much humus in the shape of farmyard 
m an u re.—L eah pest. 

Early Tomatoes. Plants raised from seed 
sown iu January are now ready for shifting 
into the pots in which they are expected to 
fruit- Pots 10 inches and 12 inches in diameter 
are suitable sires, and these need not be. when 
the plants are placed therein, more than three 
parts full, which leaves ample space for top- 
dressing when the plahts begin to fruit. A 
mixtnre of turfjL loam with leaf-mould or old 
Mushroom dung adde<. do afford the necessary 
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amount of nutriment, and wood aabee or 
burnt «oil, to eupply potash, suffice for the pre¬ 
sent. making the compoet Arm about the balls 
a-s planting goes on. Very good results are 
a loo to be had by the planting-out method, 
forming a long, narrow border, supported by 
turf walls, near the front wall of the house 
for them. We have before now secured heavy 
crops of fruit by growing them in this way. 
La.ter-raised plants must be potted on into 
larger pots as required.—A. W. 

Grow plenty of Parsley. — T have been re¬ 
minded several times recently to "be sure 


Potato planting.— It would be well if many 
cultivators when planting these would stop 
and think how the foliage of these when 
planted so close would develop. When visiting 
allotments and small gardens. I find that the 
sets are planted too close both in the rows 
and from row to row. I am convinced nothing 
engenders disease 60 much a9 when the halum 
is crowded. Air and light go a long way 
towards promoting a hard, firm growth, which 
resists the disease. Added to this, I believe 
the crop, when more room is given, is heavier 
and the tubers larger. -J. Crook. 



The Imperial Crocus in Japanese bronze vase. Sussex, late March, 


and grow plenty of Parsley." It its an injunc¬ 
tion. I apprehend, which most folks with a 
garden will not let pass l)y. as Parsley is such 
a nseftil commodity in the kitchen throughout 
the year. Let arrangements be made then for 
a plentiful supply by sowing, not only in beds, 
but in odd corners in the garden, at the edges 
of pat bn. etc. In regard to a winter crop, 
seed must be got in in J nly. and occasion 
should be taken to make me of aheltered 
bordere and fnvmo lights. Thin sowing is the 
best alwaye.-W 09 CWSTW.cg. 
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Autumn sowing of Broad Beans.—Where 
these are needed over a long season, autumn 
sowing can be recommended. At the close of 
March I saw a large patch that was sown in 
early November. The plants were well above 
the ground and looked well, a few only 
having failed to grow. The best was Longpod, 
and I was told by one gardener this was his 
usual time of sowing. From these he gathered 
a fortnight earlier than from those sown in 
February- The soil is light and sandy and the 
garden is a aheltered one.— West Subrev. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

ROOM AND WINDOW. 

IMPERIAL CROCUS IN 191'. 

This fascinating plant usually shows its 
first flowers with me in meadow Grass on 
a southern slope about the first day In 
January, but not this year, when it had a 
struggle to appear in March. It is planted 
in various spots both in the garden and 
meadow, hut. through March and April it 
hardly dared to open, except in a tuft of 
the Garland-flower (Daphne Oneorum), 
which, on a dry hank, gave it a little 
shelter from the east wind. For the most 
part only the long buds were seen, hut 
these, brought into the house, soon began 
to unfold, another instance of the value of 
giving hardy flowers the shelter of the 
house—not only the buds, ns in this case, 
lint also grown in pans or pots to bloom 
in the house about Christmas. I hope to 
plant some loots in pans, leave them in a 
nursery bed, and plaee them in a cool 
window free of ail disaster. W. 


INDOOR PLANT8. 

VOTES AXD REPLIES. 

The netted Iris and its use in the house. 

—Some years ago I attempted to grow Iris 
reticulata in the open ground, hut I had 
to give it up as a bad job. A neighbour 
who used to live near Eton, and who could 
glow it there “ like a weed,” essayed to 
do the same on settling down here, hut 
will, indifferent success. I conclude this 
hardy little hull) lias its likes and its dis¬ 
likes. My object in penning these lilies is 
to say that it has settled down now all 
right as an inhabitant of a cold frame in 
pots and pans filled with a good, light, 
porous compost, and with the bulbs care¬ 
fully rationed with nourishing food when 
the time of their leafage comes round. The 
beautiful little Cantab, the charming blood 
relation of I. reticulata, is equally at home 
under similar conditions. They both look 
so happy that I am sure they like their 
treatment; lienee I pass on my experience 
ns a “tip” for those who ns yet are 
strangers to their charm.—Josucn Jacob. 

Potting composts.— Some private gar¬ 
deners and amateurs carry their mixing to 
extremes. What difference can it make to 
the plant to prepare a special comiiost for 
it alone? A soil that is good for Cine¬ 
rarias is, to my mind, equally good for 
Geraniums, Primulas, or even Carnations, 
yet there are those who will add a half 
Iiortion more of leaf-mould or of loam, or 
a dash more sand or oyster shells, char¬ 
coal, or bone-meal. There is no necessity 
forthis. If you have plenty of time and help 
and a variety of materials you can go on 
making up fanciful composts for each dif¬ 
ferent plant you grow, but it is not neces¬ 
sary. For Ferns use a little peat. For 
cactaceous plants, Gerberas, and some of 
Ihe South African bulbs add old spent 
lime from the joints of demolished brick 
or stone walls—if you can get it. For 
many of the Orchids pent and Sphagnum 
are the natural rooting materials; while 
for Rhododendrons we avoid lime, hut 
with these well-defined families the com¬ 
pounding fad may stop.— Gardeners’ 
Chronicle, of America. 

Thunbergia natalensis.— One of the 
most accommodating of the family, T. 
natalensis succeeds equally well either 
under greenhouse or stove treatment. 
After flowering. I find that it pays to cut 
the plant over close to the pot—in the same 
way as the Clematis Jackman! is done In 
the open. Strong siiobts then push up 
from Up bTTSc ofc ttH« L plant which re- 
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average border. There is a species—F. 
eliitrnlensis—of this type which is said to 
bo without this peculiar odour. It ap¬ 
pears to be an earlier bloomer than F. im- 
perialis, but whether it is equally hardy 
and good in other respects I do not know. 

A. T. Johnsox. 


WHEN TO USE THE HOE. 

Hast gardeners make a mistake in allow¬ 
ing weeds to grow into full-sized plants 
before they destroy them. This means 
treble work in the end. First, the work 
is luiiek harder; secondly, the weeds 
will have to lie collected and taken away; 


will be in the rows themselves; whereas if 
left a little too long it will mean band- 
weeding the whole bed, a slow and back- 
aching job. Added to this, the constant 
working of the soil between growing crops 
is of great benefit, npnrt from keeping the 
weeds down. Especially is this so in dry 
weather, as it closes up the cracks id the 
soil and prevents evaporation.—J. D. 
Pearson in The, Garden. 

- Digging and trenching are recog¬ 
nised methods of rendering soil productive, 
but the value of hoeing is much less ap¬ 
preciated. Too often hoeing is delayed 
until weeds make their appearance, and 


Flowers of Iris histrioides major in a vase. (See opposite page.) 


and, thirdly, much seed will have beer 
shed to start a new crop. I have knowi 
amateurs leave weeds to grow until the} 
could not use a hoe from fear of destroy¬ 
ing “ the Wheat and the Tares," aud, con¬ 
sequently, had to slowly and laboriously 
fork out the weeds. Now, if the weeds 
are hoed off while still quite young—not 
mneb beyond the seed-leaf stage—they will 
die at once unless the weather be very- 
showery, anil the work will go easily aud 
quickly. Take the case of beds of vege¬ 
table "seeds. If the hoe be run between 
the lines of seedlings as soon as they are 
visible and continued throughout the 
season, the only bfraa-weeding necessary 

^ * QIC 


then very often the solo object in mind is 
the destruction of the weeds. There is, 
however, much more in hoeing or otherwise 
loosening the surface soil than merely kill¬ 
ing weeds. Everyone knows that most 
soils as they dry show cracks or ownings 
all over the surface, and into those cracks 
the air penetrates at orce in such volume 
that it dries out the soil to a considerable 
d«-pth. Further, when the? soil is carrying 
a crop of plants of any kind their roots 
spread more or less through the soil, and 
consequently all roots which lie in the way 
of a crack become broken as the soil con¬ 
tracts. The ends of the roots, being thus 
exposed, are also liable to dry up, and the 



plants suffer seriously, and may get a fa til 
check, lty keeping the surface soil con¬ 
stantly loose and friable to the depth of 
an inch or so the formation of cracks is 
prevented, and thus not only are weeds 
eliminated, but the soil is actually kept 
moist and at the same time sweetened by 
air, which, instead of. pouring in through 
large spaces, is admitted uniformly over 
the ground through millions of tiny spaces 
between the particles of soil. Iloelng, 
therefore, conserves the moisture in the 
soil, and is far more beneliclal in times of 
drought than artiticial watering. Never 
mind though no weeds are to be seen or 
though the soil looks hsise enough, hoe it 
again whenever the soil Is not too wet and 
as long as you can get to work between the 
plants.— frith Hardening. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The Foam-flower (Tiarella cordifolia).—This 
doe*! well under deciduous trees, in which 
situation it may be seen in the glens of the 
Canadian Rockies, covering with its bright 
green and bronze the track of the disappearing 
enow. The Foam-flower, as it is called, makes 
a good carpeter, an admirable edging plant, 
and it does well almost anywhere in the rock 
garden. Its adaptability for spring and 
autumn planting is in its favour when required 
for use in conjunction with bullie or bedding 
plants. Propagation is easily effected by divi- 
eion or by the little runners which are some¬ 
times apt to get troublesome in places where 
they are not wanted.—A. T. J. 

Crocus Zmper&tl.— Late this year, like 
most other flowers, Crocus Imperati has bene¬ 
fited by having better weather than it often 
has to encounter when it comes very early. 
Not that the conditions have been favourable 
—far from it—but they have been better than 
those we generally experience in January aud 
February, and. in consequence, the flowers 
have lasted longer than usual. Its warm-like 
purple flowers of varying shades, whether 
Bpre buff outside or prettily feathered, look 
charming in the spring sun. aud a good clump 
or two give great delight to everyone.- Ess. 

Narcissus minimus.— This, the smallest of 
the Trumpet Daffodils, is also one of the 
earliest, but some folks are not too fortunate 
in retaining it. Mr. James Davidson. Summer¬ 
ville. Maxwelltown, grows it exceptionally well 
in the border, and this j’ear. though late, it 
has been exceedingly fine. By the way, some 
of the collected bulbs of N. minimus which 
have been imported in late years are larger 
than the original as we knew it years ago. In 
all. however, the same form of flower and the 
good yellow colour are present.—8. Arnott. 

Montbretia crocosminflora. -Although an 
old variety, this surpasses many of the newer 
kinds for general cultivation. Winters like 
the past prove the hardiness of things. Mont- 
hretios are considered somewhat tender. This 
is true iu heavy, cold soils, but not so in dry, 
sandy ones. In my garden at C-amberley they 
are so hardy and free that they grow in any 
place. This season when going over the 
borders I found the clumps had not suffered in 
the least. The eorms pay to replant every two 
years.—J. Crook. 

Bcilla bifolia rubra.- This is always a scarce 
plant, and sometimes nurserymen who know 
it not sell the flesh-coloured one (Bcilla bi¬ 
folia carnea) for it. There is. however, no re¬ 
semblance between the two. 8. bifolia carnea 
is much smaller, of a pure flesh colour, and, 
however pretty, is far from equal to B. b. 
rubra, a form of B. bifolia major, a vastly 
finer thing than most varieties of 8. bifolia. 
8. bifolia rubra is taller than the commoner 
varieties of 8. bifolia, the flowers of a good 
pink.—8. Abnott. 

Wallflowers will be much later than usual in 
blooming during the present spring. Nor are 
the plants at all up to the average. This is 
partly accounted for by the severe frosts and 
the heavy falls of snow which have been more 
than ordinarily numerous throughout the 
winter. Then, too, the absence of really 
favourable weather when Uie plants were 
young resulted in somewhat stunted growth.— 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

MRS. EARLE ON SWEET CORN. 
Mits. Earle praises this-, and with good 
reason, but is hardly fair to the best late 
summer ami early autumn esculent. She 
says it must be raised in heat, whereas in 
her warm Surrey soil it will thrive sown 
in the open iu the middle of May and not 
transplanted. 

The plants must be brought on in a 
little heat, and not planted out in rich 
soil till finite the end of May, as any 
l’rost injures them. Maize will, per- 
linps, never lie as popular with us as 
it is in America, because the half-rijic 
growths are very ugly to eat; they are 
plain boiled, covered with a piece of 
cold butter, taken with both hands 
and simply gnawed.— Garden. 

Fancy the Briton, who accepts without a 
groan the made dishes of the cook and 
her mincing machine, straining at these 
delicious eohs. Surely there is no need 
to gather the half-ripe growths. She 
undervalues the vegetable. The great 
thing is to gel the improved American 
kinds, as Bolden Bail tain, among the best 
on riles, Country Gentleman and Howling 
Moll to come later. Those who have not 
houses and frames will succeed with these 
in the south, sowing rather thinly in 
.1 {-inch-deep lines, liiinning the seedlings a 
little. Do not plant in trenches as some 
<lo, just. in warm, good loam. Have 
nothing to do with the bold Briton who 
takes some common Maize and calls it after 
liimself. W. 


RICE AT THE CARLTON CLUB. 
Croquettes. —The simple croquettes are 
made with Rice thrown into a saucepanful 
of boiling salted water, ns much water as 
the vessel will hold, and must boil furi¬ 
ously and continue bo to do during the 
allotted time of from twenty minutes to 
half an hour, according to the nature of 
the Rice. Then the water is strained from 
it and the Itiee mixed witli the yolk of an 
egg—one or more, according to the quan¬ 
tity, sufficient to bind it—salted and 
peppered and rolled into small oblong 
shapes. Then take two soup plates and 
pour into one some finely-grated bread¬ 
crumbs, and into the other a pinch of salt 
and an egg well beaten. Dip the cro¬ 
quettes first into the breadcrumbs, then 
into tlie egg: turn them on all sides. Place 
a frying-pan on the lire with a mixture of 
fill and butter (the best combination for 
frying), and when this Is hot—which can 
be gauged by throwing into it a small piece 
of bread and noting when the fat bubbles 
round it—fry a golden-brown. Make a 
sauce witli cliopiied Onion fried in butter, 
tiour, stock, salt, pepper, and curry 
powder, and serve it with the croquettes. 
Croquettes of Rice with cheese are made 
in tlie same manner as ia the preceding 
reci|ie, with tlie addition of grated cheese— 
Parmesan for preference—before the mix¬ 
ture is rolled into shape. These croquettes 
are placed on tile dish in pyramid form 
with a sprig of fried parsley at the top. 
Croquettes with Tomato sauce arc a 
variant of the above, with a couple of 
sjioonfuls of Tomato puree iu the sauce 
made as already indicated, omitting tlie 
curry powder. 

Risotto differs from the ordinary way of 
preparing Rice in that it is cooked in stoek, 
chicken broth if possible. The Rice is 
washed and dried, thrown into a saucepan 
with a lump of butter, and constantly 
stirred with a wooden spoon. Another 
saucepan containing hot broth is at hand, 
and immediately the ltice looks dry a 
ladleful of this liqiutLjs pound into it and 
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it is stirred again. This process is con¬ 
tinued for about half an hour until the 
Rice is quite cooked, adding stoek, a lndle- 
ful at a time. A little saffron is mixed 
with a cupful of tlie broth and poured over 
tlie Rice to colour it. Grated Parmesan is 
mixed with it, with salt and pepper, just 
before serving. 

Compote of Rice.— The Rice is boiled in 
milk sweetened with sugar; when cold it is 
mixed with fresh cream, mixed lightly with 
a fork and spoon, and placed in a silver 
dish. Six pennyworth of cream for tliree- 
jiennyworth of Rice, in ail costing a 
shilling, sufficient for six iieople .—Country 
Life. 


MISLEADING FOOD REFORMERS.* 
This book is by Mrs. Blatcb, formerly 
principal of the Eustace Miles School of 
Cookery. We are sorry to say it is not on 
a good plan. The projier way would have 
been to enumerate tlie good kinds of food 
obtainable from tlie vegetable kingdom. 
Tiiis is not done here. The first recipe is 
misleading, in that it describes a plant as 
an Artichoke which is not an Artichoke 
at all. The Girasole is meant. Then there 
are recommendations to use some things 
we do not approve of—salt, baking powder, 
vinegar, and Cayenne ]iep]ier. One of the 
worst tilings the Food Reformer can do Is 
to imitate tlie flesh-eater by the names lie 
gives to his dishes, and so make his efforts 
ridiculous. Our best, garden dishes need 
not Imitate anything. Mock game dishes, 
ragouts, and fricassees are best let alone. 
The use of iiatent foods occurs here and 
there. For instance, on page 05 is a 
recipe for a Potato salad, bringing in 
Heinz Mustard. Good human food should 
cot depend ou any patent article. No 
doubt there are some good things in the 
work—with tlie author’s experience it 
would be strange if it were otherwise. 
Our readers must exercise discrimination 
iu availing themselves of these recipes, 
and we would like Mrs. Rlateh to give us 
a book on simpler and more natural lines. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The evil effects cf salt in human food. — 

The name Sir W. Robertson on the note 
on this subject in a recent issue was a 
misprint for Sir W. Roberts, who made 
some very valuable researches into the ill- 
effects of salt in the causation of gout ami 
other ills in our body as We creep on to old 
age, and miseries that should never bother 
us.—W. 

Salsafy. —This is not always grown as it 
should be where there is room. 11 is easy 
to grow, very hardy, and a useful addition 
to winter vegetables. Seed should lie sown 
In April in ground quite free from manure 
on tlie top, but some good rotted manure 
buried deeply is a help. It can be cooked 
in a great many ways, and is generally 
hc-liied by a little Lemon-juice. I find one 
of tlie best ways is either in shells or 
earthenware saucers, cut up in a sauce 
exactly like scalloped oystei-s and served 
with pieces of Lemon. Another good way 
is to cut it lengthwise, fry in egg anil 
breadcrumbs like smelts, and serve witli 
Parsley sauce apart and Lemon-juice.— 
Mas. Earle in Garden. 

Some food values. —Most vegetables con¬ 
tain a very large proportion of water. 
The Potato contains only .75 per cent., 
which is not a much higher percentage 
than in raw meat. But the Turnip con¬ 
tains as much as 90 per cent., which is 
more than the amount in milk. Unlike 
the Potato, however, the Turnip or swede 
contains no starch; the carboh yd rates are 
in tlie form of sugar, and the same, of 

* “One-hundrutl-nrul-one Non-flpsh Recipea." Publishers: 
I/*ngimtn3, Gieen and Co. Price Is 6d. 


course, is true <if tlie Beet. Tlie Carrot 
has also a good deal of sugar, but its )>er- 
eentnge of moisture is about midway be¬ 
tween that of the Turnip and tlie Potato. 
The Parsnip has more sugar than tlie Beet 
and less water. The Onion contains 90 
per cent, of water, and therefore is not a 
heavy diet except to carry. But all these 
vegetables—certainly the Onion—contain 
“ vltamines,” which are necessary aids to 
the absorption of food by the consumer.— 
Lancet. 

Spinach Beet.— In small gardens tlie 
Spinach Beet is particularly valuable, as 
it gives such liberal returns for the small 
amount of space occupied. In my sub¬ 
urban garden, which is in ij hot and dry 
position, the common Spinach runs to seed 
quickly, while the Spinach Beet is very 
satisfactory. The first sowing is made at 
tlie end of March or early in April, and 
picking commences in about six weeks or 
a little more from that date. This crop 
will keep up a succession till autumn 
is well advanced; in fact, given mild 
weather, leaves may lie gathered in the 
winter. The best yield at that season is, 
however, furnished by a second sowing, 
unde towards the end of July, at which 
time if well watered when necessary the 
plant grows rapidly. Those from bolh 
sowings will, however. It allowed to sUma 
over the winter yield frequent pickings 
again in the spring. At present they pre¬ 
sent a very unhappy appearance, owing to 
the severe weather, hut are quite safe and 
ready to start into growth again. A good 
plan is to sow the seeds in drills IS inches 
apart, though sometimes a less distance is 
recommended. The plants may be thinned 
out to <i inches or thereabout, front each 
other, the thinnings supplying tlie first 
dish. Rich, well-dug soli is necessary 
for the best results.—YV. T. iu Gardener*’ 
Chronicle. 

Various follies as to food.— Surely it is 
unwise to attempt to get starch from 
Bracken, as Dr. Shiply tells us. There are 
so many ways of getting it easily, and the 
learned doctors tell us to keep off the 
starchy Potato and other forms of starch, 
pure flour in many ■forms. Nettles, too, 
what a vain pursuit! It is only when very 
young and tender tlie rising Nettle is eat¬ 
able, and no one with tlie smallest cottage 
garden should waste a minute on Nettle 
grasping for tlie pot. Wo have such good 
store of garden food even in hard winters 
and are now so well supplied with cereals 
and fruits that come to our markets from 
warmer regions that there is no need to 
hunt for things of doubtful quality in the 
wilds. I was sorry to see someone worry¬ 
ing liimself (and 1 hope not others) about 
the Dalilia-root as a food.—W. 

Savoury Xientils and Bice.—Ingredients: 
6 oz. of Lentils, d or. of breadcrumbs, two 
medium-sized Onions (finely chopped), about 
8 ox. of mashed Potato, 5 ox. of Rice, one 
taoleepoonful of chopped Parsley. one tea- 
epoonful of mixed herbs, seasoning. Well wash 
and look over the Lentils and Rice, and cook 
separately in plenty of boiling salted water. 
When quite soft drain off the liquid, keeping 
back a little of it. Put the breadcrumbs, 
chopped Onion, Parsley, and lierba into a 
basin with tho Rice and Lentils, and if in¬ 
clined to bo dry. add a little of the liquid 
mentioned above. Turn all into a greased pie- 
dish, cover with mashed Potato, and bake in 
a rather hot oven till nice and brown.— Home 
Cookery. 

Spinach.— Spinach may be, and in these days 
of scarcity ought to bo, sown every few weeks 
in every garden. It is a quick-growing crop, 
given anything like weather, and therefore 
without robbing the soil may be sown between 
rows of late Potatoes, as it will be ofl long 
hefore they get any size in the haulm. It 
pays to well manure the ground for Spinach, 
and thin sowing should be the rule.—T owns- 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

TUE MOCK ORANGES 
(PHii.ADri.rnus). 

The Mock Oranges, or Pbiladelphuses, 
blossom after the bulk of tlie spring- 
flowering shrubs is over, and may be 


purple blotch*!* at the base. A good deal 
of variation in habit is noticeable, for 
there are bushes of all sizes, from the 
large- growing r. grandiflorus, which l 
sometimes grows 18 feet or more high, to 
the dwarf P. microphyllus, which is 
sometimes fully developed at a height of 
2 feet. They are natives of S.E. Europe, 


a good surface dressing of well-decayed 
manure now and then. Although they will 
grow in semi-shade, an open position is 
desirable, and it is advisable to so arrange 
their planting that the roots of vigorous- 
growing trees are not likely to interfere 
with them. The strong-growing species 
rarely need pruning, while the dwarf P. 



Philadelphus grandijlorui. From a painting by A. Hayward. 


considered ns the forerunners of the 
smaller, summer-flowering set. Moreover, 
they are very beautiful when In bloom, 
and the majority are fragrant, whilst 
there are few gardens where one or more 
species or hybrids cannot be grown. In 
most cases the flowers a re white, 
one or two iustni^fes 
Digitized i 



Asia Minor, China, and the United States 
of America. In addition to the species 
there is a very beautiful series of hybrids 
raised by the late M. Remoine, of Nancy. 

The Mock Oranges thrive in ordinary 
garden soil, but show a partiality for good 
loam. They are gross feeders, and where 
the soil is poor it is a good plan to apply 


microphyllus can also be left unpruned 
for years, but the hybrids, of which P. 
Eemoinei is an example, give the best re¬ 
sults if pruned annually. This pruning 
should he carried out as soon as the 
blooms fade, and the okl flowering wood 
should be cut away to where vigorous 
young shoots arc being formed. In many 
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instances they can be removed to the 
ground line. Their removal allows the 
full energy of the plant to be concentrated 
upon the production of vigorous young 
shoots, which, in the course of the 
summer, grow from 2 feet to 3 feet long, 
and bloom from end to end the following 
June. Propagation is easily carried out 
by means of young shoots 4 inches or 
f> inches long inserted in sandy soil in a 
close frame during June and July. The 
commonest species is 

P. conoNARius, a very free-flowering 
bush, sometimes more than 12 feet high, 
with a considerable spread, its fragrant, 
creamy-white flowers being each over 
1 inch across, and borne in good-sized 
racemes in June. It is a native of S.K. 
Europe and Asia Minor, and appears to 
have been grown in England since 
the earliest recorded days of horti¬ 
culture. There are several varie¬ 
ties, but all are inferior to the 
type. 

P. Falconebi is another large- 
growing bush, and very beautiful 
when at its best, but, unfortu¬ 
nately, it cannot be relied upon to 
bloom so freely as the others 
already mentioned. Its pure white 
flowers are each about li inches 
across, and less strongly scented 
than those of P. coronarius. 

P. Gordon'ianus.— A free-growing 
shrub, with blossoms considerably 
larger than those of the preceding, 
and also very much later in ex¬ 
panding; indeed, it is especially 
valuable from the fact that it is 
about the last of the Mock Oranges 
to unfold its flowers, as they are 
often borne well on into July. It 
Is a native of North-West America, 
and was introduced in 1823. 

P. graxdiflohus, flowering shoots 
of which we figure to-day. Is also 
a desirable species. Sometimes 
over IS feet high, it grows into a 
large, wide-spreading bush, and 
hoars pure white flowers, which 
are each over 2 inches across. 

Those who find the scent of the 
common Mock Orange too powerful 
should plnnt P. grandiflorus, for 
its flowers are almost, if not quite, 
stentless. The variety laxus is a 
]>eculinrly free-flowering variety, 
the blooms rather smaller than 
those of the type and the branch 
system looser. The variety 

P. ttirsutus, which we figure to¬ 
day, is less showy than most kinds, 
the flowers being small and soli¬ 
tary. They are, however, borne 
so f reely that a well-flowered 
specimen is very pretty, and the 
effect quite distinct from that of 
other kinds. 


2 inches across. In the variety Coulter! 
the petals are blotched with purple, and 
by using it us a parent a hybrid with 
purple-blotched flowers has been raised. 
This is called purpureo-maculatus. It 
resembles the Demoinel group in habit 
and in size of flowers, but is rather less 
hardy than 

P. Lemoinei, which, when left unpruned, 
grows about 4 feet high, but plants pruned 
annually are usually about 3 feet in 
height, the majority of the hybrids being 
of similar growth. P. Lemoinei is very 
free-flowering, and its variety erectus 
may be Included as one of the most useful 
twelve flowering shrubs. Other useful 
hybrids are Avalanche (very large pure 
white blossoms), FaJitnsie (also with very 
fine white flowers), I’oulc d'Argcnt 



A floivering spray of PhiLide'phus 
hirsulus. 


P. latifolius is another strong¬ 
growing species of the P. grandiflorus type, j 
in fact it is sometimes called P. grandiflorus ! 
var. floribundus. It grows quite as tall 
as P. grandiflorus, and its pure white 
flowers are very similar in appearance. It. ; 
however, blossoms even more freely than 
that species, and is well worth planting as 
an isolated bush. 

P. Macdai.ex.e grows about 0 feet high 
and forms a rather dense mass of slender 
branches. It is a native of W. China and 
was introduced to France about 1895. The 
flowers are white and each about J inch 
across. 


I’, mi.xtcanus is a rather tender species 
from Mexico, suitable for the south-west 
counties, hut not hardy about Txindon. It 
grows C feet or S feet high and bears large, 


handsome, fr 

Digiti 


rnxrmit flowers, 1 eac' 

Uoogle 


ach about j 


(double white). Pavilion blauc (flowers 
white and large), ltosaeo (flowers semi- 
double, eaeli 2 inches to 3 inches across), 
and Virginal, witli double flowers. The 
hybrids are usually seen at their best 
when planted in groups and pruned 
annually. In unpruned plants the branch 
system is inclined to become very dense 
and the flowering branches short, the 
graceful habit which is such a charm of 
pruned plants being ttius lost. 

P. mtcroptiylltjs Is a dense busli from 
2 feet to 4 feet high, with small, twiggy 
branches, tiny grey-green leaves, and 
very fragrant white flowers. It Is an 
excellent litlle bush and was used by M. 
Remoine as a parent for some of his best 
hybrids. P. microphyllus is a native of 
W. North America. 


FRUIT. 

GRAPE VINES. 

Deluxe the winter the Vines may be ex¬ 
posed to the frost and the rods will not 
sillier; indeed, they will be in a better 
condition in spring than if subjected to a 
rather warm temperature. Directly the 
buds begin to swell and the young, tender 
leaves to unfold, regular attention must 
be paid to their manifold requirements, 
otherwise unsatisfactory results will 
follow. 

Guard against late frosts by having the 
pi lies warm every night till the month of 
May is ]Kissed, then the sun-heat, hus¬ 
banded in the afternoon, will be sufficient 
for all varieties except the Muscats, which 
will be all the belter for a little artificial 
heat till the end of June at least. When 
the shoots are about 1 inch long and the 
bunches can be clearly seen, remove all 
except the one bearing the best hunch 
from each spur. 

As tlie retained shoots reach towards 
the roof-glass pinch off the ends two or 
three joints beyond the bunch and keepi 
them free from touching the glass by 
lightly tying them to the wires. In this 
way gradually depiress them till the final 
tying to the wires is done when the Vines 
are in flower. If they are tied down too 
soon some may lie broken off and lost. On 
these young side branches laterals wilt 
grow which must be stoppied above the 
first Joint, one leaf only beijig retained. 
In due course sub-laterals will appiear just 
beyond those leaves, and they must be en¬ 
tirely removed when about 1 inch long. 
Thus there will remain for the summer 
the main rod, the side branches with their 
main leaves, and one leaf on each lateral 
growing from those branches. 

Watering. —The roots do not grow 
freely much before the month of May, so 
that it would be unwise to keep) the soil 
wet, as such a condition would be pire- 
judicial to their growth and increase. A 
wet surface and a dry under soil would 
also be bad for the roots. The. whole of 
the soil in the border should be maintained 
in an even state of moisture, and, provided 
tlie drainage is good, the best way to at¬ 
tain such a condition is to apply enough 
water when needed fb thoroughly soak the 
soil down to the drainage. Repeated ap¬ 
plications should lie the rule till the Graiiee 
are nearly ripie. 

Feeding. —Apply diluted liquid manure 
about three days after an application of 
clear water and in sufficient quantity to 
also piercolate through the soil to tlie 
drainage. The best times for such stimu¬ 
lants to be given are, first, when the young 
berries are just formed; second, a week 
after the hunches are thinned; third, im¬ 
mediately the stones have become hard in 
(he berries; and lastly, when the berries 
begin to colour. Artificial manures may 
be applied as well as the liquid manure, or 
ih place of the latter. While the Vines ait? 
in flower and during tlie time the berries 
are rlpiening the atmosphere in tlie vinery 
must be kepit rather dry. At other times 
a moist atmosphere is essential, especially 
on sunny days. This is secured by damp¬ 
ing the borders and piaths. 

TiorRXE Vai.e. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Vine planting. —Whore this is contem¬ 
plated in either inside or outside borders, 
it should be carried out at once if dormant 
canes are to be'empilo.ved. Holes several 
times larger than the diameter of the pots 
in which the canes have been grown must 
be opened out to a depith of 12 inches or 
l!j> inches. This-will allow of the roots 
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being laid out at full length in all direc¬ 
tions. That this may be the more readily 
done, the soil should first be washed away 
from the roots, after which they can be 
disentangled. New compost should be 
placed beneath, around, and over the roots, 
which should be laid out in a nearly hori¬ 
zontal position. A mulch of horse-drop¬ 
pings, with a little short litter mixed with 
it, should, after planting is completed, be 
spread on the surface. In regard to luside 
borders, a good soaking of water may be 
given to settle the soil about the roots 
before applying the mulch. The compost 
should consist largely of turfy loam forti¬ 
fied with bone-dust or a little concentrated 
fruit-manure, a fair quantity of burnt soil, 
and the more charred wood it contains the 
better for the purpose, and some lime rub¬ 
bish or old plaster. Mix this in a shed 
and keep it under cover until wanted.— 
H. N. 

Variation in Apple Cox’s Orange Pippin. 

—I often think there must be two varie¬ 
ties of Cox’s Orange Pippin in cultivation. 
The one makes a rather weak-growing, 
open bush ; the other Is a very strong, up¬ 
right grower, much addicted to pushing 
adventitious shoots, and gives consider¬ 
able trouble in pruning. The fruit of the 
latter is not so highly coloured as that of 
the former, but this is possibly the effect 
of its denser growth. I have both sorts of 
trees growing together on the same stock 
(Paradise) and treated alike. I can ac¬ 
count for the difference in no other way 
than by supposing that Cox’s Orange 
1‘ippin has perhaps descended from two 
pips of the same Apple. Can any of your 
readers throw 7 any light on this subject?— 
H. A. WHiFFEN in Garden. 

[The variation we have never seen, hut 
it might result from pips taken from tiro 
different Apples, or even from pips from 
the same Apple. A ease in point is the 
Hampshire form of Blenheim, which in 
shape is more conical than the Oxford 
Blenheim , hut which to all intents and pur¬ 
poses is the Blenheim, as pointed out by 
ihe late Mr. Barron .] 

Protesting frult-treeg.— Fortunately, fruit- 
tree* generally are in a backward condition, 
but, iso far circumstances permit, protec¬ 
tion should be given to Plums, Cherries, and 
Pears on walls before they come into bloom. 
Old fish-netting can be pressed into service for 
the purpose. Boughs of evergreens, lightly 
disposed or worked in among the branches, 
will also ward off a considerable amount of 
frost. The great thing to remember when 
making use of such material is to place no 
more among the branches than will screen the 
blossoms from sunshine in the event of frost 
being experienced. Bees must have free access 
to the flow ere, and there must also be a free 
circulation of air between the wall and wood.— 
A. W. 

Strawberry beds. —Not for a number of 
years have the Strawberry beds been &o 
weather-beaten. The foliage in all cases has 
i*een killed by the combined action of the frost 
and the bitter east winds. Indeed, it is a ques¬ 
tion whether it would not be advantageous to 
cut the leaves over with the scythe, but, in the 
meantime, they have been left as a protection 
to the fresh foliage now pushing up. In the 
course of the week the mulch of short manure 
which was laid between the lines in late 
autumn has been forked in and a dressing of 
slaked lime was applied to kill such slugs as, 
attracted by the spring-like weather, may 
have ventured to the surface.—W. McG. 

Fertilising fruit-trees.— I eaw in The Times 
recently an article on fruit inoculation by Mr. 
Bnnyard. Fertilising fruit-trees by the aid of 
a rabbit's tail by hand I consider a very 
tortuous metho<l of fructifying hundreds of 
fruit blossoms (instead of bees doing it, which 
in consequence of disease are very scarce). I 
merely syringe mine, at a few feet off. with a 
rose on the syringe, and spray with tepid 
rain water, and it answers very effectually. I 
have also done it with ool4 rail 
good results.-C harles Philips 


THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom Apkil 24th. —Double and single Arabia, 
Aubrietias (in variety), Draba brunixfolia. 
Saxifrages (in great variety), Syntliyris reni- 
formis. Anemone blanda, A. Pulsatilla (the 
Pasque-flower) (in variety). Primulas (in 
variety), Hepaticas (in variety), Cyclamen 
Coum, Scillas (in variety), Sisyrinchium gran - 
diflorum, Chionodoxas (in variety), Puschkinia 
scilloides, Crocus (in variety), Romuleas, Tulip 
species, Viola gracilis, early Narcissi (in 
variety). Erica cornea (in variety), E. mediter- 
ranca liybrida, E. codonodes, Daphne Mese- 
reum, D. Cneorum, Andromeda polifolia. Poly¬ 
anthus (in variety), Violets (in variety). 

The week’s work— Herbaceous plants will 
now be sufficiently advanced for the crowns to 
be thinned, an operation that should not be 
over-looked in old-established plants, for they 
mostly show far more growths than they can 
bring to perfection. The extent to which thin¬ 
ning may be done must be judged by the 
nature of the plant and its growth. No rule 
can be laid down for all. As a general rule, 
the best and strongest growths will be found 
farthest from the centre of each clump. 
Scarlet Lobelias may now be safely planted 
out, for if they have been well hardened off 
they will not be likely to suffer from any 
frosts that we may now expect. They enjoy a 
rich soil, and should always lie planted in a 
moist part of the garden; indeed, they much 
prefer a swampy bit of ground. For long and 
late flowering, seedlings are far better than 
plants raised by division, and as they come 
almost true from seed, there need be no fear 
of an undesirable mixture of colour. It is full 
early to sow seeds for next year’s batch, but 
it should not be delayed much longer, as the 
seedlings grow but slowly and the seeds lose 
their germinating powers if left too long in 
the packets. They germinate best in a cool, 
shaded frame, and may be grown in shade 
throughout the summer, pricking them off 
into shallow boxes in the autumn in time to 
get well established before winter. Wallflower 
seed should now* be sown, as the Wallflower re¬ 
quires a long season to develop into a sturdy, 
bushy plant that will stand the winter. Some-, 
times the plants are injured by sharp frosts 
following much wet in winter. This is very 
largely the result of sow-ing the seeds too late. 
Sow the seeds thinly in drills 6 inches apart, 
and as soon as the plants are large enough 
prick them out in an open situation in rows 
1 foot apart and 9 inches between the plants. 
Pinch off the tap-root, as this induces them to 
form fibrous roots near the surface. If time 
an4 space can be afforded, they will repay 
transplanting again early in September. 
Singles are best as they can he relied on to 
come fairly true to colour. Cannas that were 
started in boxes have been divided and potted, 
up; they will be kept growing slowly and 
sturdily. These are very useful for furnishing 
portions of the summer garden, and are not 
so generally grown for this purpose as they 
deserve. The dwarfer of the large-flowering 
varieties form effective beds by themselves, the 
vigorous growers being useful for furnishing 
bare places, each as a wide opening in the 
shrubbery, allowing ample room for the full 
development of their noble, arching foliage. 
Temporary protection afforded during the 
winter to tender shrubs on walls and in the 
open has been removed, and the necessary 
pruning done; this lias had to be severe in 
many cases where the subjects are badly cut 
by the recent severe frosts. 

Climbers of early growth, such as most of the 
Clematises, must now be looked over and the 
best young shoots tied into position and kept 
from intertwining. Protect young shoots com¬ 
ing from the base. Tea. Noisette, and any 
other Roses that have been left over with a 
view 7 to retarding the growth of latent buds 
should now 7 be attended to. slightly shortening 
strong 6hoots and cutting out weakly spray 
and dead wood. When the pruning is com¬ 
pleted, lightly fork the beds or borders, work¬ 
ing in a dressing of well-decayed farmyard 
manure. Carpet the beds with any dwarf¬ 
growing plant, Tufted Pansies being excellent 
for this purpose. Mignonette or any other de¬ 


sirable dwarf annual may be sown very thinly; 
in foot, anything that will clothe the bare 
ground. F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall Gardens, Oundle, Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Cucumbers. —To maintain fertility at a high 
standard the roots should be kept generously 
supplied with stimulants, not adhering to one 
thing alone, 6uch as an artificial fertiliser, for 
instance, but changing the diet as often as 
circumstances permit. Diluted liquid in a 
tepid condition is always good, but if its use 
is continuously persisted in for any length of 
time the compost is apt to become sour. 
Guano dissolved in the water at the rate of 
1 oz. to each gallon constitutes an effective 
change, and the same with regard to Clay’s 
fertiliser. Additions of fresh compost afforded 
in just sufficient quantities on each occasion to 
keep the roots in a healthy state of activity 
must also have strict attention. These 
measures, combined with free syringing of the 
foliage and the maintenance of a humid atmo¬ 
sphere will promote vigorous growth and keep 
up the supply of fruits. To make way for the 
new growths, which should be stopped at one 
or two leaves beyond the fruit, some of the 
older bine must be dispensed with. This should 
be done a little at a time. As is usually the 
case, two and three fruits show on these 
growths, but one only should be left, and that 
the best. With care, the fruiting should, and 
can be, managed so that instead of a glut 
occurring at any one time, there will be an 
ample quantity coming on in various stages of 
development to keep up an unbroken supply. 

Frame Cucumbers. —Unprecedented weather 
conditions have, so far. prevented the plants 
being set out in frames and pits in which hot¬ 
beds have been made up to afford the requi¬ 
site amount of warmth. Until a favourable 
change takes place the plants are best kept in 
warmer quarters, and rather than allow them 
to become root-bound and the foliage a pos¬ 
sible prey to red-spider, give them a further 
shift into still larger pots. In the meantime, 
maintain the hotbeds in a state of efficiency 
and plant on the first favourable opportunity. 
The mounds of compost should be placed in 
the frames and pits a few days beforehand, so 
that they may get nicely warmed through. To 
give the plants a good start make the greatest 
possible use of sunheat to ensure good tem¬ 
peratures, close up early, and cover the 6ashes 
at night to avert loss of heat. In the case of 
hotbeds from which a good deal of vapour is 
still being given off, a chink of air should be 
left on at the back of the frames throughout 
the night. If this ammoniacal vapour cannot 
escape from the interior of the frame the 
foliage will be badly scalded as soon as the 
sun shines on the glass in the early morning. 

Frame Melons.— The foregoing remarks 
apply in an equal degree to Melons which are 
to be grown under much the same conditions. 
While present conditions continue it is useless 
to set out the plants, and if any of those on 
hand are likely -to become overgrown, sow 
more seed and raise a fresh batch with as 
little delay as possible. Raised in heat, the 
resulting plants will grow quickly, and soon 
be available for setting out on the mounds of 
soil, which, unlike those for Cucumbers, should 
consist of turfy loam with the addition of a 
little lime rubble if of an adhesive nature, 
and of bone-meal if of a poorer or hungry 
quality. 

Tomatoes.— The-earliest plants now require 
liberal treatment, both to enable them to per¬ 
fect the fruits nearing maturity and to con¬ 
tinue yielding in a satisfactory manner. Top- 
dressings and mulchings are, if not. equally as 
important as affording food in a liquid state, 
very essential, and should receive proper 
attention. Pinch out all side growths as they 
push out, and confine the plants to one stem 
only. A fruit manure, such as is used for 
fruit-trees under ‘glass, is a very good change 
in the way of plant food for Tomatoes, as it 
contains a certain percentage of potash. 
Diluted liquid and guano may also he given 
in the way of a change. Succeseional batches 
of plants must be kept tied to trellises and 
stakes and side shoots persistently suppressed 
on cordon grown examples. Keep them rather 
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on the ilry side to favour free setting of the 
earliest-produced trusses of flowers, and tap 
the plants about mid-day to disperse the 
pollen. Some go over the flowers with a 
camel-hair pencil to ensure fructification. 
Plants intended for setting out in cold-houses 
and pits when clear of their winter occupants 
should be given a shift into larger pots unless 
a change to warmer weather quickly takes 
place. 

Cinerarias.—Seed should new be sown to 
afford plants for winter flowering. This should 
he raised in genial warmth. Make another 
sowing in about three or four weeks’ time. 
The plants recalling from this sowing will 
bloom next spring. The large-flowered or 
florists’ type of Cineraria is not so fashion¬ 
able as used to be the case, but when well 
grown the flowers are very handsome and a 
great variety of colours is to be had. The 
small or polyantha and stellate flowered types, 
most useful for decoration, are by many pre¬ 
ferred. 

Primula sinensis and stellata.—Seeds of 
both sli on Id now be 6own under the 6ame con¬ 
ditions as the foregoing. Sow again in a 
month’s time for spring flowering. The im¬ 
proved forms of Primula obconica and P. 
malacoides are so useful for all kinds of de¬ 
coration that a good batch of plants of both 
should now be raised, which will come into 
flower in early autumn. 

Mushrooms.—A good-sized bed or a series of 
beds should now be made up in a cooler struc¬ 
ture than the Mushroom-house proper to 
afford a supply during the month of June. 
Stables not in use or sheds will answer the 
purpose, and the beds may be either on the 
flat or ridge-shaped. The beds to succeed these 
may be made up outdoors in a shady, cool 
spot. If the manure is to be had, no effort 
should be epared in regard to making this 
matter as far a3 possible a success, as the 
crop3 will help to eko out the daily supply of 
food. Do nc-t rely on old or inferior spawn, 
but get. the best obtainable in a fresh condi¬ 
tion when the beds are ready for spawning, 
and use sufficient of it to ensure good results. 
One word of caution anent outdoor beds, and 
that u to have means at hand for protecting 
them in the event of heavy rain setting in. 
Waterproof canvas covers, shutters, or corru¬ 
gated iron sheeting will do this. 

French Beans.—In view of the season being 
so backward, it would be prudent to make a 
sowing in largo CO pots for planting out as 
soon m circumstances permit on a warm 
border. This will mean a considerable gain 
in paint of time ever sowing direct in the 
open ground. The plants mu6t be thoroughly 
hardened off before being eet out. The rais¬ 
ing should bo accomplished in a cold pit. An 
early or forcing variety answers beet for this 
ptirpcce. 

Asparagus. A sharp look out should now 
Ihj kept, as the growths, under the influence of 
increased solar heat, will soon be pushing 
through the surface of the beds. Until of a 
sufficient length for cutting, a little soil should 
he drawn over them as a protection against 
frost. Those in the hahit of applying salt as 
a manure to the beds should abstain from 
doing co this season until the present incle¬ 
ment spell of cold weather has passed away. 
To apply salt while there is a risk of snow 
©torn? occurring is inimical to the well-being 
of the crowns on account of the two— i.e., salt 
and enow—reducing the temperature of the 
coil to a low point. 

Ridge Cucumbers.—It is quite early enough 
to sow the seeds, for, according to present ap¬ 
pearances, there is no likelihood of growers 
being in a position to plant out before the 
end cf May. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Vines in late houses.—These are now 
making rapid progress, whiich will necessitate 
disbudding and stopping of the shoots. Not 
only is this sometimes neglected, but fre¬ 
quently the laterals are trained far too closely 
together, and both the fruit and wood suffer 
in consequence. Bring the laterals, as soon 
as they are sufficiently Ann, gradually down 
to the trellis, secure them, and stop eub- 
laterals before the flowers expand, 60 that the 
Vines do not r/6efte a check dtlring the flower- 
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ing period Dy their having attention in this 
way. Maintain during the flowering season a 
night temperature of about 65 dege. for 6uch 
varieties as Alicante, Lady Downe’s, Appley 
Towers, and other free-setting varieties. The 
borders are well watered prior to the flower¬ 
ing stage being entered on, which serves the 
needs of the roots until the Grapes are set. 

Early Peaches have finished stoning, and 
the temperature of the house has been raised 
several degrees. The final thinning has been 
carried out, and the fruits that are left are 
ewelling freely. The borders are watered a6 
often as necessary, and weak manure-water 
afforded at each watering. For Peaches I have 
found guano an excellent manure when ap¬ 
plied in solution, and nothing can beat it 
when it can be obtained good. In late hou6C6 
a little time is spent daily in disbudding, thin¬ 
ning the fruits, etc. In this way the work 
comes lighter than if done all at once, and it 
is far better for the trees that disbudding 
should be done a little at a time. Do not rub 
out any ehoots that have well placed fruits 
at their base, but pinch such ehoots when they 
get about 4 inches long, leaving three or four 
leaves to each shoot. Syringe freely every day 
with clear water. 

Melons.-The fruits on the earliest plants 
have set freely, and those retained are swell¬ 
ing fast and need supporting. Square pieces 
of netting with a length of string at each 
corner are used for this-purpose. The plants 
are afforded a brisk top and bottom heat, 
abundant moisture, with liberal supplies of 
tepid water at the roots, supplemented with 
weak liquid-manure. The foliage is copiously 
syringed twice daily on fine days, damping all 
dry surfaces and pathways frequently. 
Melons succeed very well through the summer 
in frames on hotbeds, where a bottom heat of 
about 75 de-gs. can be maintained. The pre¬ 
sent is a suitable time to sow seeds for raising 
plants for this purpose. 

Chrysanthemums.—The earliest plants are 
sufficiently well rooted for shifting into 32's, 
the strongest plants being taken first. The 
compost for this potting will consist of three 
parts good fibrous loam, one part leaf-soil, 
and one part manure from a spent Mushroom 
bed, adding sufficient sand to render it porous. 
The plants are potted moderately firm and 
placed in a oold-frame, keeping them rather 
close for a few days, and then removing the 
lights in the daytime. 

Spring-sown Cabbages, raised in boxes 
under glass and afterwards pricked off into 
frames, have been thoroughly hardened, and 
will now be planted out. Another sowing of 
several varieties has been made to supply- 
heads through August and September. Several 
varieties of Cauliflowers have been sown to 
provide plants for a succession to those raised 
in boxes and pricked out into frames a month 
ago. I have also just made a cowing of the 
mid-season Broccoli. Another sowing will be 
made in a fortnight. Late varieties will not 
be sown until the second or third week in 
May, as the ground on which to plant is not 
available until early Potatoes are cleared off. 
Consequently, if sown too early, the plants 
would be likely to get stunted before they can 
be planted out; moreover, with early sowing 
and planting, the plants get so large that the 
growth does not become sufficiently hardened 
to withstand severe frost. I raise the plants 
on a partially-shaded border, and sow thinly 
in drills 1 foot apart, pricking out the seed¬ 
lings on to beds as they become large enough. 
Small sowings of early varieties of Turnips 
will be made once a fortnight. 

Dwarf French Beans, raised in 6mall pots, 
will now be ready for planting out in cold- 
frames. The frames are clooed as early in the 
afternoon as possible in order to husband the 
sun heat, and the lights are covered at night. 
To ensure a continuous supply until the out¬ 
side crop comes in further sowings will be 
made under glass, sowing the seeds in the 
frame in which, they are to be grown. 
Another sowing will be made in small pots to 
be transplanted later on to a sheltered border 
in the open. As soon us the ground is warm 
enough a sowing will also be made on a south 
border in rich, sandy soil, covering the seeds 
with 2 inches of sifted soil from the potting 
bench. Plants in pots which are fruiting 
freely are afforded the temperature of an 


ordinary greenhouse. The foliage is 
thoroughly syringed twice daily on fine days, 
and diluted manure water afforded at every 
other watering. A sowing of 
Scarlet Runner Beans will be made in 
boxes and pi ace 1 in a eolrJ-f r *»me to furnish 
plants for planting in the open ground next 
month if the weather is favourable. Seedlings 
raised in this way come into bearing before 
those sown out-of-doors. The earliest Celery 
plants that have been pricked out into boxes 
are being hardened off preparatory to plant¬ 
ing them out. Complete the planting of 
Potatoes as speedily as possible, but choose 
fine weather if possible, especially so on wet, 
heavy land. It will be far better to wait a few 
days than to attempt the work unless the 
ground can be worked and left in good condi¬ 
tion. Those growing in pits and frames should 
be well earthed up before too much top growth 
is made, otherwise much damage will be done 
in the process. Give air freely, and remove 
the lights entirely whenever the weather is 
favourable, as the more sturdy the growth the 
better will be the yield. Early plantations 
made on warm borders will have to be watched 
and the young growths covered up with soil or 
come other protecting material. 

Mushrooms.—After this time the best Mush¬ 
rooms will come from beds made up in the 
open, for though fairly good ones may be 
grown in houses cet apart especially for them, 
much better results follow when they are 
grown in cellars or in beds made in cool 
positions in the garden during the summer. 
When the latter way is adopted the ridge form 
of bed is undoubtedly the best, and it should 
be well covered with litter to maintain an 
equable temperature and to retain the neces¬ 
sary degree of moisture, and also to keep it 
dark. During very dry weather the litter 
should be removed from such bede and a 
copious watering with tepid water given. 

F. W. Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Outside work.—The outlook at the time of 
writing is serioue, so far as work on the 60 -il is 
concerned. After a short interval of fairly 
seasonable weather, when some progress was 
made, the conditions altered euddenly. and a 
further Gnowotorm cf much oeverity has been 
experienced. Drifting has been common, and 
by actual measurement the 6now lay over 
3 feef deep in parts of the garden, and out-of- 
door work has been entirely suspended. This 
is especially unfortunate at the present crisis, 
when an early seed-time would have been of 
great advantage. 

Shrubberio3.—Much work was caused among 
the shrubberies by the snowfall referred to. 
Of a soft, clammy nature, the snow adhered 
to the branches, and as it fell during the 
night the dwarfer shrub3, more especially 
those of a spreading habit, were prostrate at 
daylight. Bamboos, New Zealand Flaxes, 
Arundos, and Pampas Grasses were also forced 
down by the accumulation of suow. Thcoo 
were seen to as promptly as conditions 
allowed, and by beating them with light poles 
they soon resumed their erect form. Not much 
damage is noticeable as a result, except that 
a fine piece of Clioisya ternata has lost a large 
central bough. On the whole, it is satisfactory 
that ©o little damage has been done. Wire 
netting over Gooseberries?, etc., also colleoted 
the enow, which soon choked up the meshes. 
By beating the wire from the inside with the 
back of a- wooden rake the wet 6now dropped 
through, and but little damage, which can be 
repaired with a few- nails, was dona. 

Cauliflowers in pets and boxes, and which 
are ready for going out when circumstance3 
permit, are kept on the dry side, for, being 
somewhat thickly pricked off, if too much 
water be given there is a danger of black-leg 
in the young plants. By giving only a 
moderate allowance of water, this may to a 
great extent be prevented. Until the soil is 
ready for their reception, the plants, freely- 
ventilated, are being hardened off. Other 
Brassicas have been pricked off for success ion al 
purposes into cold-frames in the course of the 
week. These include Brussels Sprouts. Savoys 
(Drumhead and Early Ulm), Cabbages, Red 
Cabbages, and further lots of Cauliflowers, in¬ 
cluding Waloheren, Eclipse, and Autumn Giant. 
Eclipse does not seem to be eo well known as 
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deserve. Ifc ia a Cauliflower which 
taa ed in m-sized head, with a clo6e, firm, 
Jgld, and is intermediate between Wal- 
ifpDd Autumn Giant. Purple Sprouting 
was sown in a ran during the week, 
is, in a, general way, not a success in 
gardens, birt the variety mentioned i6 
in the spring. Asparagus Kale i« a 
1 vegetable in the early months of the 
bat the severe winter has, for once in a 
been too much for it. 

ona and Leeks in frames are making pro* 
but will be a little later than usual in 
ready fer going out. Given good 
Jier at planting time, this lateness is in 
no great drawback; indeed, I think that 
ionally one ia in too great a hurry to get 
and similar things out. Autumn Onions, 
were transplanted a few weeks ago, will 
probably be found to have suffered to 
extent when the ©now melts. As soon as 
ound is dry enough, therefore, the young 
will be gone through, firmed up and 
s made good. There is a certain amount 
xiety felt regarding Onion seed sown in 
en; but, as it is very hardy, the chances 
lat it will germinate satisfactorily, 
lias.—The wintry weather was suitable 
^overhauling bulbous and tuberous-rooted 
s in etore. Dahlias will not, in the 
Irity of cases, be propagated; but, follow- 
the course adopted last year, will be 
ed out. in a dry state. The exceptions 
be those of which the tubers last year 
ed an unwieldy size, and 6uch will be 
in a gentle heat, and a few cuttings 
ch put in. Year-old roots planted out 
[year early in May in a dry state made a 
fine show at a date not noticeably later 
usual, and if the individual blooms were 
eo fine, they wore ,at all events, quite as 
y and more numerous than those from 
g plants. 

Ivla patens.—Roots of this favourite blue 
were started at the same time for the 
action of cuttings. This does not prevent 
sowing of a packet or two of seed of 8. 

as seedlings I think ultimately make 
better plants, although they Tlo not bloom 
Jearly as those from cuttings. There is a 
e variety of 8. patens, but it ought to be 
a wide berth. 

matees.—These are being potted on as 
Kemes necessary. As the 6ize of the pots is 
1 Hu-ed the compost is of a rougher ebar- 
r, and in all cases when the fruiting-pot 
ached sufficient space is left for top-dress- 
|j As in the case of Chrysanthemums, I am 
feel iever in elaborate formulas when prepar- 
oil for Tomatoes. Good, well-rotted loam, 
tie leaf-mould coarsely-sifted, and a pro- 
ion of rood ashes (failing these, a little 
[). with just enough sand to make the whole 
us, ought to do quite well in the early 
es of the plant. When the crop is set and 
e nourishment becomes necessary, resort 
be had to top-dressing, and afterwards 
liquid manure or to chemical aide in solu- 
I am quite convinced that the indiscri- 
te mixing of strong chemical manures 
h potting soils is altogether wrong in prin- 
le. and that it leads directly to many of 
» obscure troubles which attack not only 
atocs but other plants grown in these 
emist-ehop ” mixtures. 

anish Xrices, etc , in cold-frames. — 
ish Irises and eimilar things, such as 
jolus Colvillei albus, G. The Bride, and G. 
rmanni, which are grown for cutting. 
$ now mad© very considerable growth, and 
irder to minimis weakly growth as much 
las possible now being admitted. As 
as the temperature becomes slightly 
the eaehee will be entirely removed, 
protection afforded by the sides of the 
v beinir sufficient to ensure that the 
will ho a- fortnight or three week6 
than those from the open. 

t Peas._Thcee are being hardened off, 

iro out at any time after the soil 
l^Jrv enough for planting. The quarter 
f for their reception will be well 
. . soot deeply hoed in. Owing to 
er |ng and the 6mall amount of 
free-no ^ jce pt. in their initial stage) by 
g> ' e | hev -will, a? usual, be largely 
cut bloofn. Other work <lur- 
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ing the week comprised pricking off and pot¬ 
ting off in the case of young etuff, the prepar¬ 
ing of Potato sets of the later varieties, and 
generally pushing on work indoors, in order 
that when better weather comes the arrears 
caused out-of-doors by the snowstorm may be 
quickly overtaken. W. McOorroo. 

Bnlmcie Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


KOVAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

April 24th, 1917. 

Dv far the best meeting of the year was 
held on this dote. Of the exhibits, the 
more prominent were the early hardy 
flowers and alpines. Narcissi—a superb 
collection, gaining a gold medal—and the 
Roses, the last, from several sources, 
being particularly good. In addition, a 
capital collection of ent Tulips and an 
extensive display of forced Lilacs and 
other shrubs, together with Ferns, Orchids, 
and Carnations, contributed to a display 
almost os full and varied as the old-time 
exhibitions held in the same building years 
ago. No fruit or vegetables were shown, 
though a collection of the latter in the 
dried state exeited some interest. Three 
new plants received recognition. The 
Southern Section of the National Auri¬ 
cula and Primula Society’s exhibition was 
held in conjunction with the above, a very 
meagre display being got together. 

HARDY PLANTS AND ALPINES. , 

On tills occasion " more than oue im¬ 
portant novelty was seen, one, at least, 
Schizocodon mnerophyHus, made Its nppear- 
anec for the first time. Compared with 
other known species of the genus, the new¬ 
comer is a giant, the much larger leaves 
on the scale of Galax aphylla, the plant 
also of a like vigour and freedom of 
growth. The inflorescences were each 
fully (I inches high, the flowers, not yet 
fully expanded, of a rosy hue. It was 
shown by Messrs. T. S. Ware, Limited. 
Another delightful novelty was the rare 
and beautiful Isopyrum grandiflorum, 
whose violet - coloured. Anemone - like 
flowers, solitary on 4-lnch high stalks 
above a dainty tuft of Meadow Rue-like 
leafage, compelled admiration. This was 
shown by Messrs. Bees, Liverpool. A 
third alpine, which commanded a good deal 
of attention and gained an Award of Merit, 
albeit it is by no means a novelty, was a 
well-flowered example of Androsaee cilia hi, 
the tuft practically iiiddcn by the brilliant 
carmine-red flowers which nestle on J Inch 
high stalks. It came from Messrs. R. 
Tucker and Sons, Oxford, who also showed 
many choice alpines in flower, notably 
Saxifraga scardica obtusa and S. dnlinn- 
tica (which appear identical), S. Roclie- 
liana, S. Petraschi, Viola gracilis, Morisia 
hypogsen (very beautiful), Androsaee pyre- 
ualca, Primula nivalis, and Puhnouaria 
nsiurea (excellent in colour and not more 
than (! Inches or so high). A collection of 
alpines from Messrs. Waterer, Sons, and 
Crisp, shown for convenience bedded out 
in shallow wicker-baskets, made a goodly 
display, and Included the pretty blue- 
flowered Omphalodes cappadoeica. Pri¬ 
mula Crispi (a brilliantly-flowered hybrid 
Primrose with a great leaning to r. aenulis 
in habit and flower), the lovely yellow 
Saxifraga Cherry-trees, S. scardica obtusa, 
and S. Rochelliana (both white-flowered). 
Thus shown, they were suggestive of the 
display such things make when used on 
a generous scale. Plants of Interest or 
importance in a rather extensive collection 
from Mr. G. Iteuthe included the best form 
of Primula Juliie (with rich red flowers 
and almost crimson centre), Daphne Bln- 
gayana. Tecophylkea cyanocrocus (a most 
brilliant hit of blue), Sisyrinehiura grandl- 
flonim, apd the interesting Wue-flowered 


Synthyris reniformis. In addition, there 
were many clumps of Hepaticas in variety. 
In a large assortment from Mr. G. W. Miller 
brightness was afforded by such early 
flowers as Primroses, Heavenly Blue Mus- 
cari, Mossy Saxifrages ; tlie double blue 
Hepatica, Daphne Blagnyana, and Saxi¬ 
fraga Ferdinands Coburgi (yellow) being 
also remarked. Mr. Clarence Elliott 
showed alpine Primulas In variety, Messrs. 
Barr and Sons, J. Cheal and Sons, and 
Misses Hopkins also contributed small col¬ 
lections of hardy flowers. 

NARCISSI. 

The gold medal group of these from 
Messrs. Itnrr and Sous was tlie outstand¬ 
ing feature of the meeting, a magnificent 
collection. Rich In novelty — a large 
number of seedlings being unnamed—it 
also contained many first-rate varieties. 
Quite in the front rank is the* new self 
yellow trumpet sort Michael, granted an 
Award of Merit as an exhibition flower, 
for which pun>ose, indeed, this much re¬ 
fined sort Is obviously well suited, though, 
by reason of stature and vigour, it is also 
full of promise as a garden variety. Lord 
French is another superb yellow, King 
Alfred one of the more conspicuous. Sun¬ 
rise and Jasper are brilliant red-cupped 
sorts, very effective in even a big group, 
while Vivian Gosnell, Ulysses, Mrs. G. If. 
Barr, and Lolnh were notable among white 
Ajax varieties. Lord Kitchener (giant 
Leedsi), Bernardino (whose broad, creamy 
perianth and prettily-fluted cup richly 
stained with orange and apricot render it 
most distinct), White Queen, and Basilia 
(Giant White Leedsi), were others of note 
In a splendid lot. 

ROSES. . 

The rich collection of these from Mr. 
Elisha J. Hicks, and for which a silver 
Flora medal was deservedly awarded, ap¬ 
peared to attract everybody. Beautiful as 
a whole, in great variety, charming in 
their freshness and In not a few instances 
of pronounced fragrance, die group was 
among the best features of the meeting. 
Great stands of such as Ada Paulliu, Mrs. 
Dunlop Best (apricot-tinted). Mine. E. 
Herrlot, Mrs. George Norwood (rich pink, 
highly fragrant), Climbing Hillingdon (of 
a much more intense shade than the 
original and of pronounced fragrance), 
Joanna Bridge (whose large saffron tinted 
buds presently oi>en into big semi-double 
flowers of rich cream), and Princess Mary 
(intense crimson-scarlet, single) were a 
few among many arranged on a generous 
scale. A dozen superb flowers of the new 
H.T. Mrs. Elisha Hicks, one of the most 
fragrant Roses yet raised, together with 
pot plants of Rosa Willmotta> (with single 
rose-pink flowers) and R. llugonis 
(creamy-yellow) were others in this superb 
lot. Excellent, too, were the Roses staged 
by Messrs. B. It. Cant and Sons, the half- 
dozen stands arranged along the hack in¬ 
cluding such as Sallie, Golden Ophelia (a 
very charming variety), the white single- 
flowered Silver Moon, and the Hon. Mrs. 
R. C. Grosvenor, the last of rare petal 
quality and coloured cream and flesh. 
Perhaps the most charming and decorative 
of the big stands was one filled with Gold¬ 
finch, a cluster Rose of cream and gold, 
whose array of golden-coloured buds in 
conjunction with the flower-colour named 
render it one of the most charming of 
Itoses. Cut blooms in boxes were also 
shown well. Captain Grant (a rich red) 
being noted among -them. A smaller ex¬ 
hibit of Roses was staged by Messrs. 
Frank Cant and C’o., Colchester, Rich¬ 
mond, Lady Roberts, Mrs.. Foley llobhs 
(very fine). Sunburst, and Mine. Edouard 
Harriot being noted among others. 
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TULIPS. 

A very flue collection of Tulips in the 
cut state came from Messrs. Dobbie and 
Co., the flowers Iu the pink of condition 
and staged in first-rate style. La Tulipe 
Noir (the nearest approach to black), Mme. 
KreUige, Europe (brilliant carmine-rose 
with pure white base internally), Rev. H. 
Ewbank of heliotrope shade), Harry 
Veitch (crimson), Ellen Willmott, Orange 
King, Mrs. Moon, and Clara Butt were 
among the best. A silver-gilt Banksiau 
medal was awarded. 

CARNATIONS. 

Only two exhibitors staged these [>opu- 
lar flowers, Messrs. Allwood Brothers and 
Messrs. Stuart Low and Co. In the 
former lot the novelty of the moment was 
Rosalind, a yellow ground'fancy variety 
conspicuously marked with scarlet. It is 
a large flower of good petal quality. 
Brilliant, a white ground fancy, is heavily 
marked crimson. Benora in in the same 
class, but with scarlet markings. Bishton 
Wonder and Wivelstield Wonder were 
others of note. In the group from Messrs. 
Low and Co. Eileen and Red Ensign were 
the outstanding novelties. White Wonder 
and British Triumph were also of high 
merit. 

GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 

In this section Messrs. William Cutbush 
and Sons had a showy lot of Azaleas, the 
rich and varied masses of blooms asso¬ 
ciated with Ferns and Palms being most 
effective. Lilacs, too, were in considerable 
force and particularly well done, the 
double white Mme. Lemoine and Marie 
Leg ray (single white) being two of the 
best. Wistarias and other plants were 
freely employed, and at one end a beauti¬ 
ful and well-flowered batch of Dielytra 
spectubills. The centre was entirely of 
alpiues. Primula The General, Saxifraga 
Faldonside (a delightful colony), Andro- 
sace carnea, Narcissus triandrus albus, 
and other good plants being remarked. 
Messrs. H. 11. May and Sons contributed 
Ferns in variety, Cinerarias, and Clematis. 
Included in the last was C. montaua 
rubens (a very pretty variety), together 
with Nellie Moser, Lady Londesborough. 
and Mrs. Quiltor (very fine white). Messrs. 
Stuart Low and Co. showed a variety of 
Acacias not often seen to-day, in company 
with various New Holland plants, 
Leschenuultia, full of rich blue flowers, 
being remarked among them. A bright 
and telling lot of Zonal Pelargoniums came 
from Messrs. Canned and Sons. 

ORCHIDS. 

A delightful group, replete of novelty 
and higli-class productions, came from 
Messrs. Armstrong and Brown. Oil this 
occasion it was particularly rich in Odonto- 
glossum hybrids, O. Mars (wholly-coloured 
mahogany-red save for a snow-white mar¬ 
gin.) being one of the beet. Others were 
O. Rex, O. Victory, O. criepum Dread¬ 
nought (reddish witli white margin), and 
O. Fabia purpurenm. Miltonia Blueana 
albescens (wholly white save for the light 
brown centre) wiis also very good. In the 
group from Messrs. Charlesworth and Co. 
Lmlio-Cattleya Serbia Perfecta was the 
novelty. The sepals and petals are pink, 
the goffered lip of rieli crimson. It gained 
an Award of Merit. Odontioda Brewi 
(rich maroon), O. Coronation Fowler's 
variety, Sophro Ludio-Cattleya Meuse, 
and Odontoglossum illustrissi’mum were 
other good tilings. Cattle.va Mary Sander 
(white) and Brasso-Cattleya Digbyano 
Warner! (pink with deeply-fringed lip) 
were the more tolling items in a small 
group from Megs**;. Sander a ad Sons. 
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BEES. 

Procuring Stocks of bees. —Having read the 
articles on bee-keeping in your issue of April 
14th, I am writing to ask whether you or any 
of your readers could kindly tell me where 1 
can procure good, healthy etocke of bees at 
the present time? I am very anxious to 6tart 
bee-keeping in my own village this summer, as, 
in view of the shortage of sugar, it is obvious 
that honey would be a very valuable food, 
particularly for the children. However, so far, 
I have failed in my efforts to secure stocks, 
and should bo extremely grateful if you can 
give me any assistance.— Victoria de B. Gibbs. 

[We are afraid it ! s rather late to ob¬ 
tain an established stock of bees now. It 
is not wise to remove bees, except possibly 
for long distances (over 2J miles), after 
mid-March at latest. A swarm in May or 
early June should provide you with sur¬ 
plus honey to the extent of about 21 lb. 
If you have failed to And any private or 
amateur bee-keepers to let you have 
swarms, try Mr. E. .1. Burtt, Stroud Road, 
Gloucester, which is more or less in your 
neighbourhood. It would also be well to 
get into touch with your county secretary 
of the British Bee-keepers’ Association. 
Write to the B.B.K.A., 23, Bedford-street, 
Strand, W.C. 2, for liis name and address. 
Without, an enthusiastic local bee expert 
to supervise and to be at band to do the 
right tiling at the right time, we regret to 
say your laudable scheme of stimulating 
file-keeping in your village would not fie 
likely to succeed ns it deserves. It is too 
fiig an undertaking unless you know some¬ 
thing of bees yourself. Began in a small 
way, and you should get to work at once. 
We will kelp you iu every way we can ] 

Starting bee-keeping. -I have read in your 
paper that bee-keeping ie a very profitable 
industry. I should be very grateful if you 
would give me acme idea cf the beet way to 
start and the meet inexpensive method of pro¬ 
curing the various bee appliances that are re* 
quired.—N ew Venture. 

[The inexpensive way in bee-keeping is 
to begin in a small unambitious way, and, 
firstly, to make your own hives. This is 
not difficult, provided you get hold of good 
instructions or a good model. Half-a- 
dozen tools and a packing-case, if you are 
handy, will suffice. Get Geary’s “ Bees for 
Profit, and Pleasure ” (Is.), which is short 
and concise, and also explains the making 
of a good hive, though not the kind we 
ourselves prefer. Unfortunately, in this, 
ns in almost everything else, prices have 
risen greatly—in some instances by 100 per 
cent. You must negotiate ;U t onee for your 
hive, and its occupants ought to be in posi¬ 
tion certainly by mid-June, if any surplus 
honey is to lie obtained. See also reply 
above. ] 


Wakeley's Hop manure.— The obtaining 
of animal manure is one of the burning 
questions of the day to tlie gardener, more 
esiiecially in connection with the growing 
of vegetable crops. As a good substitute 
for this we have found Wakeley's IIop 
manure very good, as it opens up the soil 
and furnishes the 1 needful humus providing 
tiie crops with the necessary constituents 
in the way of plant food, as nitrogen, 
phosphates, and potash. It is reasonable 
in price, and, being supplied in bags, there 
is but little trouble in the way of delivery. 
No matter Jlow long it is kept it is free 
from smell, another advantage being that 
there are no weed seeds in it, this being a 
drawback where horse manure is used. A 
friend of ours who grows fruit-trees in 
pots finds it very useful for top-dressing. 
We have also used it freely for hardy 
plants anil Ruses, and find il fulfils ail 
that is claimed for it. The best way we 
find when using it is to spread it on (lie 
surface and lightly fork it Jn. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Eccremocarpus scaber (A. L .).—This is a de¬ 
lightful old climbing plant for adorning walle, 
trellises, and pillars, and for association with 
the Canary Creeper, Clematis, and the beet 
climbing plants. The orange-red flowers are 
beautiful and borne freely, and the foliage is 
good. If the roots are protected during winter 
it is uninjured, and the plant annually in¬ 
creases in size. It is increased freely by seeds, 
which are plentifully produced. 

Deutzia gracilis (E.).— If, as a result of cut¬ 
ting hard down your plants of Deutzia, you 
induce strong, young shoots to break up, these 
will during the summer ripen well, and flower 
freely next year. Strength of growth depends 
on treatment. Perhaps your plants are in 
poor soil, and want to be turned out, have the 
balls reduced, and be repotted in good soil. 
Watering them as they are with liquid-manure 
once a week would gTeatly help them. Cer¬ 
tainly they seem to need some feeding. 

Asparagus in greenhouse (W .).—The plant 
you term Asparagus Pern, really a misnomer, 
is Asparagus plumoeus, and is a climbing 
plant. It is perfectly capable of doing well in 
a greenhouse—that is, from now to November- 
warmed only by the sun. It likes a little 
shade, but not too much. Planted out at the 
base of a back wall in good soil, and trained 
up to wires or string, it will grow well for 
several years. Or it may be grown well in 
fairly large pots, not too large at the first, but 
of good size when the plants are several feet 
in height, with a temperature of from 45 degs. 
to 50 decs. In the winter the plants should 
keep well, but not make much growth. With 
10 degs. more of warmth, good free growth 
would be made all the winter. 

TREES AND SHRUBS. 

Pruning Forsythia (A .).—The best way to 
prune this is, immediately after flowering, to 
cut out the wood that has bloomed to a strong 
eye at the bottom of the shoot, so as to en¬ 
courage young wood, which will flower freely 
next year. Some, again, leave the plant alone 
and allow it to grow at will. 

VEGETABLES. 

Onions for seed (Inquirer ).—As the new 
stems become tall, either tie each lot to a 
separate stick loosely or run some rode along 
on either side fixed to other stakes, to keep 
the stems erect and.unharmed by wind. Onion 
6eed takes a long time to ripen, and it may be 
September before yours will be ready to cut. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

Clias. Alcock .—Write to the Secretary, Royal 
Horticultural Society. Vincent-square, West¬ 
minster, S.W. 


NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants.- E. Pceters .—The Earth- 

Nut is Oarum Bulboeastanum.-P. Kerslake. 

—Form of Elseagnus, so far as we can judge 
from the frost-bitten specimens you send. 


CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

M.M. Vilmorin, Andrieux, et Cie., 4, Quai de 
la Megiseerie, Paris.—List of Hardy Plants, 
Dahlias, Cannas, Chrysanthemums, etc. 


OBITUARY. 

Mrs. Mtm»rf. of Rlahnf.vix.—W o regret to 
record the dentil, at Glasnevin, at the age 
of eighty-eight, of Margaret Moore, relict 
of the late Dr. David Moore. Dr. Moore, 
who died 111 1879, was for many years 
the Curator of tlie Botanic Garden at Glas- 
neviu, Dublin, a position in which ho was 
succeeded by his son. Sir Frederick W. 
Moore. Tier loss to those who know one 
of the most interesting gardens in Euroi>e 
opens up long and pleasant souvenirs of 
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notes of the week. 


Iris stylosa—Those have failed with me 
entirely this year for the first time, though 
with friends living near they are now be¬ 
ginning to flower.— Bosmere. 

Habranthus pratensis. — With reference 
to your note on the hardiness of H. 
pratensis I have a plant now making 
shoots under a south wall. I planted the 
bulb two years ago -1 inches deep. It has 
had no protection.— 1 l imbtedon, Surrey. 

The White Snow Glory.—Very late this 
year, the group makes a brave show at the 
end of April, and I am much pleased with 
the good white one brought home by the 
late Mr. Geo. Maw and given me by his 
son. It adds a distinct charm, good in 
colour aud a free grower.—W. 

A note from Monmouth. — My garden 
fac-es practically due south on a steep red 
sandstone slojie, and has a view extending 
from renarth'to Avonmouth. In normal 
winters Palms. Drachmas, Myrtles, and 
even Agaves stand out of doors all the 
winter. Of late years I have had New 
Zealand Flax, Draeieuas, and Yuccas 
flower freely.—I’. Ke its lake, Newport, 
.Von. 


Ixias in the open in Scotland.— Some 
years ago a small colony of Ixias was 
established in these gardens at the foot of 
a south wall, in which position it has 
flowered every season. Encouraged by 
tills, in the late autumn of 1916 a large 
quantity of these bulbs was procured, anti 
they were planted in a similar position. 
Despite the very severe winter, every one 
of these bulbs has survived, and the 
growths are now 2 inches or more above 
the ground.—W. McG., balmuc. 

Pulmonaria angustifolia azurea.— This 
I.ungwort is worthy of note because of its 
early coming and the richness of its 
Gentian blue flowers. An early spring 
flower in normal seasons and with a con¬ 
stitution that fits it for either border or 
rook garden, it is by no means so well 
known as its merits justify, Rarely more 
than a foot high, it is as hardy and free- 
flowering as it is robust, and grows in 
most well-cultivated soils, including chalky 
loams, in which it thrives.—K. .1. 

Campanula sulphurea. — Your corre- 
Rjiondent, Cyril Joynson (April 28th, p. 
221), should get. in the summer, seed of a 
charming little Campanula, which is" 
frequent on the coast sands of Palestine, 
t*. sulphured. lie will know it at once by 
its dwarf habit and yellow blooms. I had 
it for many years, and lost it through mis¬ 
adventure. Dr. Post calls it an annual in 
its native place, but as it ripens good seed 
here and is not straggly, that is no dis¬ 
advantage.—It. K. It. 

Tulips retro flexa.—Earlier titan usual, 
mill certainly before it was expected, in 
view of the backward spring. Tulipa retro- 
flax,, nas' noted in bloom oil April 25th. 
dinars n favourite, its lemon-yellow 

Ilancis are welcome, and although, by 
nuison of its rather slender stems, the 
hlnnins of T. retroflexa are not of much 
, when cut. .vet they add greatly to the 
irmietlvciiess of the hardy flower borders 
n Hte spring- The newer variety. T. 
,„H.VI giandill'da. is not yet in flower, 
Sf^ttoUtzly 1-tor than the type.- 
ff V. nnJmae. 
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Narcissus Sir Watkfn. — This grand 
flower still holds its own, and I do not 
think I have ever seen it finer than this 
year. It is now wonderfully cheap. It Is 
one of the best of its class for the border 
or in Grass, while for cutting it Is of in¬ 
estimable value, lasting long in water, 
owing to Us great substance. Many of the 
short-cupped Daffodils are too flimsy for 
standing long when cut. but this cannot be 
said of Sir Watklu.—Ess. 

The Canadian Bloodroot (Sangnlnarla 
canadensis) apparently revels in the gar¬ 
den of Mr. E. A. Hornel at Broughton 
House, Kirkcudbright. There are runny 
large clumps in the borders. In April 
these were very beautiful with their 
masses of white flowers when they opened 
to the sun. In some gardens this San- 
guinaria is of slow increase, Init at 
Bioughton House it spreads rapidly,'soon 
forming big clumps and flowering freely 
in the rich alluvial loam.—8. Aiinott. 

Asperula hexaphylla. —In a recent issue 
Mr. Clarence Elliott (page 161) refers to 
this Woodruff as having an offensive 
odour. This variety is grown somewhat 
extensively here, and has been freely used, 
in conjunction with early Sweet Peas, in a 
cut state. I have never noticed the odour 
referred to, nor has it been objected to in 
the rooms in which it was employed. Is it 
possible that locality may have something 
to do with the drawback to which Mr. 
Elliott refers, or may it he inferred that 
the odour of Sweet Peas neutralises that 
it the Woodruff? Other comments would 
be interesting.— A Scottish Garde.ner. 

Forsythia suspertsa. In the midst of n 
snowstorm of unprecedented severity for 
the advanced season (April 11th) the 
golden sprays of F. suspensa are in full 
bloom. The interesting note over the 
initial “ I).,” in the issue of April 7th, 
gives a good idea of the requirements of 
the Forsythia. I hardly agree, however, 
with all his remarks on pruning, as I 
think that the retention of the current 
season's wood at full length Is better than 
spurring. In my own case, superfluous 
shoots are cut entirely out to prevent over¬ 
crowding. The Forsythias are here grown 
on walls.—W. McG., Hal nine. 

Douglasia laevigata. — Mr. Tucker, of 
Oxford, recently staged a lovely lot of tins 
plant in flower at a fortnightly meeting 
of the Royal Horticultural Society, giving 
preference to the generic name Androsaee 
it Kew, where it was also noted in bloom 
recently. The Oxford plants were par¬ 
ticularly good, and. being in quantity and 
crowded with the rich rosy-red flowers, 
were singularly attractive. There is an 
exceptional warmth of colour In this inch- 
high alpine that compels admiration and 
which, rare at any time, has hut few 
equals among the alpines of early spring. 
Fit subject for the moraine, it succeeds 
also in gritty loam and may he grown in 
pots.—E. II. J. 

Narcissus W. P. Milner.— With the wealth 
of Daffodils unfolding day b.v day, there is 
a temptation to run after the more im¬ 
posing, richly-coloured sorts to the neglect 
of dainty sorts like the above. Never n 
high-class flower, and not lag enough for 
tile majority, whether for the garden or 
the exhibition stand, its true sphere of 
usefulness only came into prominence when 
in 1914 the Royal Horticultural Society 


gave it an Award of Merit for its value in 
the rock garden, though it is equally good 
in Grass and naturalises fairly well. It Is 
less than a foot high, the crinoline-formed 
crown of a dainty sulphur colour, the 
perianth a little paler. It Is, however, 
a graceful and pretty plant, and, being 
exceptionally cheap, may be freely 
planted. During recent years it has been 
grown in fibre in bowls, and may be said 
to be one of the lest for this purpose, the 
flowers being whiter than when grown in 
the otien air, though not, in my opinion, 
so beautiful.— E. II. Jenkins. 

The Mexican Orange (Choisya ternata) 
has been pretty badly hit during the last 
winter in some south of Scotland gardens. 
In few places does It apjiear to be dead, 
but the foliage is badly seared and 
browned. The white flowers look so much 
belter against the glossy green foliage, 
which is generally so plentiful that they 
will lose a portion of their charm if tile 
new leaves have not sufficiently ret,laced 
the old ones. I have many visions of huge 
plants of Choisya ternata in full iierfec- 
tion, and it is with regret that one sees so 
many large siieclmeiis so badly injured.— 

8. AltNOTT. 

Primula Julias.— This Caucasian species 
is now (May 1st) nicely in flower, the rich, 
reddish-purple blossoms freely sprinkled 
over the low tufts of roundish leaves. A 
deciduous sissies of which in winter there 
is little evidence save for an exposed 
rhizome here and there, it lias come along 
quickly since the going of the frost and is 
now one of the brightest patches In the 
garden. Just now, too, its full height is 
but an inch or two, whereas later, a fuller 
leaf-growth develops and an increased 
stature that are but the outeome of a cool 
soil and shelter-affording rock. In a fairly 
stiff loam that is cool and moist it seems 
at home, and, if the soil he rich, will as¬ 
sume an unusual vigour. Those who have 
not a rock garden may grow it in shady 
nml cool spots, affording it plenty of mois¬ 
ture from this time onwards. I have not. 
yet tried it in wet or boggy ground, but it 
is Hie ty[«' of plant I should expect to do 
well in such or something akin. There is 
a poor variety with washy-coloured flowers 
which is hardly worth growing. Tlmsc 
interested should enquire for the true one 
whose flowers are of a rich red tone.— 8. 8. 

The Rose-scented Cowslip.—I have heard 
front Mr. Bowles with regard to the Rose- 
scented Cowslip, or, rather, Oxlip, of 
which I recently wrote in Garokninc, 
Illustrated. lie tells me tiiat it conics 
nearest to Primula elntior, var. fra grans 
Fax. My plants in the oIkmi are flowering 
freely, but owing to the hitter weather the 
flower-heads are rather small and wizened, 
and they seem to have little heart for 
giving off their pleasant scent. A plant 
which I [Kitted lip and brought Into a cool 
greenhouse for hybridising has produced 
four or five very fine flower-heads with 
large, handsome blossoms. Their scent, 
also has developed well in the more genial 
atmosphere of the greenhouse, and is quite 
powerful. I am crossing it (both ways) 
with a brilliant crimson Polyanthus, and. 
with the optimism broil of a few plant - 
breeding successes, and quite undamped by 
a good many failures, 1 already see a race 
of highly-coloured Polyanthuses filling iny 
spring flower-bed^; with gaiety and inr 
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whole garden with perfume.—C larence 
Elliott, Steven i>ic. 

Tulipa Kauffmannlana aurea. An ex- 

eeptlonally line form of this—taller and 
with more handsomely - proportioned 
flowers than is usual—was recently noted 
In bloom in the alpine house at Kew. The 
plant had attained the unusual height of 
15 inches or more, its rich colour catching 
the eye at once. Slightly flushed red on 
the outer petals, all else was coloured a 
rich butter or golden-yellow. Internally 
tlie flower was wholly golden and of re¬ 
fined tone. It is much the best form of 
T. K. aurea I have seen.—E. J. 

Tulipa Kauffmanniana.— This lias be¬ 
haved in rather a curious manner with 
me this year. It is just now in full 
blossom (April 28th), but the flowers, in¬ 
stead of sitting almost upon the soil like 
great Water Lilies, with stems 2 inches to 
A inches high, have run up to a foot high 
or more. What I think has happened is 
this—after flowering in a normal season, 
with typical short stems, the stems run 
up till the secd-imds are a foot or so above 
the ground. This year the buds were 
pushed out from the leaves, and then the 
long-continued cold prevented their ex¬ 
panding. They were held up for three or 
four weeks, still tightly furled, but the 
stems could not wait for the process of 
expanding and seed-setting, hut went 
straight ahead with their lengthening. 
This has robbed the plants of one of their 
most characteristic charms, but I feel sure 
it Is only on account of the abnormal 
season.— Clarence Elliott, Stevenage, 

Shortia uniflora grandiflora. —"This 
Japanese evergreen alpine, 1 inches or 5 
inches high, the big, almost crown-large 
blossoms issuing from a tuft of smooth, 
leathery, green, crimson-touched leaves, is 
one of tiie alpine gems of the year which 
no collection is complete without. The 
plant referred to has been grown in a 
shady corner of a well-aired frame, not 
because of lack of hardiness, but because 
only an occasional flicker of sunlight 
reached it, and all along it has appeared 
ijuite content. The uniformly cool condi¬ 
tions have obviously suited it, and that is 
the chief tiling the cultivator should hear 
in mind. In a more or less Sliongy mix¬ 
ture of leaf-mould, peat, and a little loam 
it bus done well, preferring this, I think, 
to a closer compost with more loam. 
Those who can plant the Shortias in cool, 
moist, woodland places where decayed 
vegetable matter in plenty Is at baud 
should not fail to do so. At the same time, 
a few examples in pots or pans also are 
well worth while in order that protection 
may lie given as flowering time approaches. 

Rose Climbing Lady Hillingdon.— Ever 
since its coming, a few years ago, the 
lovely and fragrant yellow-flowered ltose 
Lady Hillingdon has been one of the most 
popular, delightful in the bud at all times, 
a free and continuous bloomer, and par¬ 
ticularly good and rich in colour during 
the autumn. A year or two ago a climbing 
sport of it occurred in the collection of 
Mr. Elisha J. Hicks, and which, like the 
sports of other dwarf sorts that have from 
time to time apjieared, promises to surpass 
the original in beauty and utility. Quite 
small plants show the climbing tendency, 
the growth being quite distinct from that 
of the original. Of rich saffron-yellow 
tone, fai more intensely coloured than the 
original, the firmer texture of the flowers 
and larger size were also remarked, 
though, apart from these, its almost unique 
fragrance arrested attention. A flower of 
it in water was good for nearly a week, 
tiie perfume being retained to the last.— 
E II. JexkixSj—* I 
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FRUIT. 

AI*PLE-TREES ON GRASS. 

I am very much puzzled to account for the 
fact that fruits of very large size have 
been grown on some Allington Pippin-trees 
on Paradise stock planted in a neglected 
corner full of every rank weed. The trees 
are quite young (about five years), and are 
probably more slow growing than if 
planted in well-cleaned soil. They belong 
to a neighbour of mine, who gives them no 
attention whatever, bu.t the result in fruit 
is apparently as good as if the trees were 
well eared for. In my own land I have 
growing trees treated alike to begin with 
and of the same age. One lot was seeded 
down to Alsike and Clover last spring, and 
the other kept clean and well hoed. At 
the end of the year one lot was just as 
perfect as the other, as regards growth, 
but the Apples grown in Dio part where 
the Clover and Alsike were sown were 
much more highly coloured, and ripe 
sooner than those grown on the cultivated 
portion, while equally large. I am not 
advancing any dogma that Grass, etc., arc, 
on the whole, the best for fruit-trees. I 
merely wish to hear the views of others, 
and especially some explanation of these 
results. I see flint farmers in Cornwall, 
when a tree fails in their orchard, plant 
close to it*n branch, usually a very large 
one. They simply stick it Into the ground 
by main force, and I learn that most of 
the old orchards have been all propagated 
in this way. I certainly do not advise it, 
hut that the results are pretty good is 
certain. I think that it all points to the 
fact that Apples and Pears, at any rate, 
are, in good soil, pretty well able to look 
after themselves under even adverse con¬ 
ditions, and that where labour is scarce 
no one need hesitate to plant in Grass or 
even in an odd corner that one does not 
cure to cultivate. I must say that the 
Apples grown in the weed Imtali were very 
good, up to the average, and quite sur¬ 
prised me, ns I thought it ought to be im¬ 
possible to get fruit of such good size and 
appearance. Some relatives of mine in 
America tell me that their trees in Grass 
colour their fruit muc-h better than those 
on cultivated land, and, as stated, my ex¬ 
perience Is the same, hut why should it be 
so? Ho tiie Grosses draw up some special 
ingredients from the bottom soil which 
specially manure the roots for colour, or 
is it because tiie roots are cooler? After 
all, trees in a state of Nature have their 
roots entirely over-grown. Is Nature the 
best guide, and are. we mistaken in culti¬ 
vating the soil with the hoc? My mind is 
open to learn in this matter. 

AY. J. Farme.ii. 


Home-grown Apples. —I do not believe 
that any one dozen kinds of Apples could 
lie named that would suit all soils. I could 
never see the wisdom of growing so many 
sorts as many do. I would advise all 
having trees to give them every attention 
during the season In luy light soil I 
find it pays to feed, keeping the roots near 
the surface. To free-hearing kinds in 
bush form I find it pays to give a soaking 
of manure-water. This stimulates root 
action and increases the size and colour of 
the fruit. That line late kind, Stunner 
Pippin, needs high culture to obtain fruit 
of the best. Thinning the fruit is im¬ 
portant. Surely if it pays to do this to 
other crop's it will with these. Often half 
may be taken off. During the first four 
months of this year I have been using 
Annie Elizabeth, Newton AYonder. Tower 
of Glamis, and Stunner Pippin. Those 
have been stored in cases in a shed.—J. 
Crook, 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

CHRYSANTHEMUM NOTES. 

There are new varieties being distributed 
this year that would in normal times have 
created quite a great amount of interest, 
especially among growers of the flower 
who favour giant blooms. I refer to the 
yellow form of the white Queen Mary, one 
of the largest of Chrysanthemums. Theu 
we have Louisa Pocliett, a huge Japanese 
flower of lull shape and of blush-white 
colour. I should think that this variety 
is the last word in size. It is of excep¬ 
tional substance of petal. A small-flowered 
variety of value for cutting is I,a Negrcsse, 
crimson with gold tip. This is one of the 
better of recent things, and it bears double 
blossoms. There was nothing last autumn 
that apjieaied striking in respect to liie 
IKipular singles, and I should be content to 
grow all those various sports of the Mensa 
breed in preference to others. Margaret 
de Quincey is a delicate pink-coloured sort 
that has come to the fore, and, as a late- 
blooming bright pink, Mollie Godfrey 
should be grown. This is probably by it¬ 
self of tiie colour. Mrs. Walter Ilemus, in 
red shades, is esteemed, but. still, when 
well grown, nothing yet in the colour can 
be compared to Sundown Radiance. 

II is doubtful if many plants will this 
year be cultivated for exhibition blooms 
because of Die labour entailed, and for a 
greater reason still, because there will lie 
no shows to exhibit the flowers. The 
National Society will, as far as is known, 
hold its annual meeting in Loudon—that is 
about all. Show Chrysanthemums, then, 
being for present purposes a thing of tiie 
iiast, some attention will probably be paid 
to growing plants in various sizes for house 
decoration. One may go on rooting 
cuttings for this phase of culture, while 
for outdoor flowering kinds propagation 
may still go on. For market the plant will 
lie very much in evidence, especially for 
the supply of late cut-bloom. Last season 
not nearly enough was tiie general com¬ 
plaint of Chrysanthemum buyers, notwith¬ 
standing big prices. In winter there was 
a shortage of flowers from bulbs and little 
to take their place. I noticed one error 
growers of late Chrysanthemums made 
last year. That was, they were too atten¬ 
tive to white and grew not enough of 
yellow, bronze, and red. The host of the 
last-named shade brought remarkable 
prices. 

This year we can hardly think of the 
weather as in ordinary seasons. Any way, 
it is safe to state that all plants should be 
in cool frames by the end of April. In 
greenhouses they become yellow and 
stunted after a few days of hot sunshine. 
In frames we can give tiie plants almost 
open-air treatment with just protection 
from frost at night and from cutting winds 
by day. Daily attention to watering and 
a sprinkle overhead in Die morning of fine 
days should aid a sturdy growth free from 
insect pests, and if green fly appear, as 
they do in silting, a dusting of Tobacco 
powder in the points of the growths will 
get rid of Die same. Re-potting must not 
be neglected, for it is inadvisable to allow 
the roots to become matted while the 
plants are small. Chrysanthemums are 
not particular as to soil, that is to say, 
they wall grow in most mixtures, but 
yeliow loam of rather a stiff nature is 
favoured, because, this holds moisture. In 
early stages leaf-mould may be added: 
afterwards, however, loam with a small 
quantity of bone-meal may well be used. 
A 5-inch potfui to two bushels of soil is 
n safe proportion. If til's compost is got 
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ready and kept wliere it can be used at i 
any time—in a state neither wot nor dust 
dry—the work of potting is made pleasant. 
Firmly ramming the soil in tlie pots is good 
practice, this causing a hard, short-jointed 
growth, and helping the substance of 
eventual flowers. The matter of topping 
tlie shoots may be dealt with in a word. 
It is unnecessary, and even harmful, if wo 
desire nice blossoms, nor does it in the end 
shorten the height of our plants or make 
them more bushy than they would he if 
left to brnneh naturally. Give ample room 
to eacii sj>ecimen from tlie first. This i 


OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

HONEY-BALM 
(Mluttis Melissophyllum). 

Tiie native Melittis MelksophyUum is not 
well known in many parts of the kingdom, 
so that its inclusion as a garden plant is 
not surprising. Its odour is pleasant when 
growing, but when it is dried it is particu¬ 
larly agreeable. Tlie (lowers are of a 
pretty pink. There is, however, a superior 
variety, called grnndiflora, which may 



The Honey Balm (Melitlis Melissophyllum). 


tends to the making.of clean, hardened 
foliage, which will hang to the plant lo 
tlu- last, provided, of course, constant at¬ 
tention is given to tlie watering. The had , 
effects of frost in past years warn ns that | 
it is unsafe to put our plants entirely in 
the open till well on in May, and then the 
proper sticks in tlie way of support should 
be furnished. It is always advisable to fix ' 
posts and run wire to them on which to 
fasten the above-named, for the Chrys¬ 
anthemum gets top-heavy and damage 
will lie done if allowed to lie blown over. 

II. Shoes with. 

Digitized by GOO^lC 


well he cultivated in gardens. It has been 
considered by some to lie a distinct species, 
and has been named M. grnndiflora, but 
botanists now agree that it is simply a 
variety of M. Melissophyllum, from which 
it differs in being slightly taller and in 
having larger leaves and flowers. It is, 
however, one of the plants which may And 
a place in gardens, and it is especially 
valuable as being suitable for growing 
under trees. It will also do in tlie open, 
although it never attains its full beauty if 
in a dry border. In a shaded part It looks 
well. 


AMONG TIIE HAKDY FLOWERS. 
Gladiolus primulinus. — lie fore I knew 
this Gladiolus I was much taken with the 
popular name of “ Maid of tlie Mist ” given 
it. I procured some conns and greatly 
admired the graceful habit mid soft prim- 
rose-yellow flowers. Since that time I 
have grown some of the lovely hybrids 
from this Gladiolus, now commonly sold 
ns “ primulinus hybrids.” Very beautiful, 
indeed, they are, and tlie range of colour¬ 
ing is so good that I think they might be 
more grown. They may not be so brilliant 
ns some of the other hybrid Gladioli, but 
there is a softness about the shades whieli 
appeals strongly to me. The pity is that, 
like most other Gladioli, the conns are nut 
perfectly hardy, and must lie lifted before 
winter sets in. I plant them about 0 inches 
dee)). 

Primula japonic a. — I find that this is 
not always long-lived and does not invari¬ 
ably give good results. I have lest many 
plants and I have others which have lived 
for years and now flower freely. I was in 
a garden last year where tlie ladies to 
whom it belongs were bewailing the fact 
that they could not keep their plants of 
Primula jupanica for more than a year or 
so. On asking them about tlie place, and 
seeing it for myself, I found that the 
ground was rather light and dry. Now, 
this is tlie case in the places where I have 
lost my plants, and the greatest success 
has attended those grown in stiff soil or 
by the side of water. I have just been 
examining some plants in a little bog 
which gets all tiie overflow from a tiny 
Water Lily pond. This lias been constantly 
wet (genuinely wet, not only moist, hut 
actually soaking) and the plants are in the 
pink of condition, much better than any 
others I have. 

Sowing hardy Primulas. — Be careful 
not to empty tlie seed-pots, of hardy 
Primulas when tiie first seedlings have ap¬ 
peared and been pricked out. I now re¬ 
tain these pots, which are carefully 
plunged in the open, and bring them into 
my small greenhouse in early spring, when, 
as a rule, a second crop of seedlings will 
appear, sometimes almost equal in number 
to those which came up first. I have 
found this with I\ jnponica, P. pulveru- 
lenta, P. Sieboldi, and one or two others. 

Iris sihiuica Snow Queen. — Some 
authorities say this is not a variety of tlie 
Siberian Iris, but that, after ail, Is a 
matter of no importance. What we 
amateurs are most concerned about is its 
value as a garden plant. The title may 
seem a little grandiose, but it is not so in 
comparison with other names bestowed on 
plants, and this Fleur-de-Lis is of compel¬ 
ling beauty. It lias larger flowers than tlie 
usual varieties of I. sibiriea, and these are 
of great substance and of a good white. 
Some of tlie sibiriea seedlings are thin and 
small in size of flower, but Snow Queen is 
much finer than anything I have seen 
among tin's class of Irises. Tlie flowers 
are elegant and free from tlie lunipinoss a 
few of these noble flowers possess. 

Saving seeds op early bulbs.— Wliat a 
waste there must be witli the seeds of 
early bulbs! Many of them seed freely, 
Put tlie capsules open and the seeds are 
scattered, and few germinate, or, if they 
do, get little chance of doing any good 
through being disturbed in our cultivation 
of the border. We all might do a little in 
tlie way of collecting the seeds of these 
early bulbs, sowing them in places where 
they will have a chance of developing into 
full-sized bulbs. No doubt it is a slow plan 
of raising Snowdrops, Snowflakes, Scillas, 
Crocuses, and such like, hut if we keep 
going on year after year, never missing a 
season, then, after tiie first Seedlings come 
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into bloom, we shall have an annual pro¬ 
fession of young plants coming into flower 
with a prospect of a new variety. 

An Amateur of IIaiidy Flowers. 


A NOTH FROM 1SEXIIILL-ON-SEA. 
If we are to believe the flowers, spring lias 
at last arrived, although the weather until 
<iuite recently has been a direct contrast. 
Even so late as the’ 23rd and 21th ult. 
we had 8 degs. and 7 degs. of frost, 
hardly conditions to woo Flora's best 
mood. Nevertheless, the day (April 25th) 
being sunny, a casual look round the rock 
garden revealed many cheering sights and 
some disappointments. Eranthis hyemalis, 
for instance, is all leaves and no flowers. 
E. eilicieus has a few solitary blooms. I’.oth 
these have decreased since being planted 
<■11 the rockery some three years ago in 
somewhat sticky loam. Chionodoxas, on 
tlie other hand, show an increase. C. 
snrdensis is especially strong this year. 
.0. Iiiiciliie in its variable forms, too, is 
good, hut the gem of the family is C. 
grandiflora, dwarf in stature and exquisite 
lilac-mauve in colour. A dozen or more in 
a flump are a sight to cheer one. Sciila 
sibirica looks especially bright this year. 
■S bifolia, deeper in colour and earlier, is 
very pretty. Ilyacinthus nzureus is a 
lovely light blue gem and shows up well 
above a mossy carpet of Saxifrage mus- 
eoides, which enhances its value; so also 
does the dainty Narcissus cyclnmineus just 
out. It has exactly doubled itself in four 
years, judging by the quantity of flowers. 
It is a choice tiling and makes one wish 
for more of it. Most of the early Crocuses 
and Galanthus varieties are past glories. 
Their time was short with the unkind 
weather and the attentions of the too 
ubiquitous sparrow, which, by the way, 
wants persecuting vigorously. Leucojum 
is in full leaf, so does not mean to give us 
any flowers this year. The blue Greek 
Anemone (A. blanda) shows a precocious 
flower or two poised on its leafy stalk, 
with tlie promise of more witli warmer 
nights. A. apennina looks promising, 
latter follows a nice lot of a double form 
of our own native A. nemornlis, very 
slow of increase and very beautiful. A. 
fulgens and the Pasque-flower never stay 
long in our pasty loam. 

Of the Saxifrages, which no rockery can 
he without, the cushion forms taking pride 
of place and precedence in flowering, the 
exquisite Sax. Burseriana starting the 
programme, glistening white, apieulata, 
Elizabeths?, sancta. Salomon!, Boydl alba, 
and Rochelliana almost complete the list 
of free-and-easy doers now at their 
best. Primulas, like the season, are very 
late, P. rosea just showing colour, beauti¬ 
ful pink when full out. Our native P. 
farinosa is in full leaf, beautifully mealy. 
I*, marginata is just out. P. cashmeriana 
and P. denticulata, like Cabbages, are just 
bursting, showing of good things to come. 

llorhiU-on-Xva. \y. I). 


FLOWERS FOR BORDER. 

I have a wall facing north-west by north. In 
lront of it is a border about 4 fee*t wide, and 
about 6 inches above the level of the path. 
The border gets little eun—none until the 
afternoon. Will you kindly advise me what 
flowers I had better grow in it? —Gilbert H. 
Chilcote, Hill Crest, Truro. 

[There are many tilings, bath annual 
and perennial, together witli bedding 
plants, eo-called, and Roses, which could 
be grown in a border getting sun only in 
the afternoon. Though it is too late for 
planting the Roses now, we have in mind 
gardens witli an almost due north ex¬ 
posure in which every year Roses and 
tuberous Begonias are quite a feature. In 
such instances much depends upon soil 


cultivation and things akin. Free-flower¬ 
ing perennials suited to the position in¬ 
clude Michaelmas Daisies, Delphiniums, 
Heleniums of sorts, ierenniul Sunflowers. 
Lupinus polyphyllus, Everlasting Pea, and 
Hollyhocks. These are of tall growth and 
best suited to the hack line of the border. 
Of a less height and suitable for the 
middle row are “Moon Duixies ” (Chrys¬ 
anthemum maximum) (see special article 
in our issue of April 14th), single and 
double Pyrethrums (rich and varied in 
Colour), Flag or Bearded Irises, Phloxes, 
Delphinium Belladonna, Trolllus (if the 
ground is fairly moist or cool), any of the 
Poach-leaved Bellflowers tCamiianula 
persieifolia) in blue and white, Gnillardins, 
Aster Amelins in variety, A. acris, and A. 
hevigatus. The front row may he wholly 
Of such Tufted Pansies as Swan (pure 
white), .1. B. Riding (rich mauve), Maggie 
Mott (soft violet-blue), Flower of Eden 
(yellow). Bullion (golden), and Amy Barr 
(deep red-mauve), or these in generous 
patches alternated by such dwarf-growing 
herbaceous plants as Campanula White 
Star, C. Riverslen (deep blue), C. eaipatica 
alba. Lychnis Viscarin rubra plena, llepa- 
ticas, Iieueheras of sorts, Geum Hel- 
dreiehi splendens (orange), G. Mrs. Brad¬ 
shaw (brilliant crimson), Armerias, double 
white Arab is, Aubrietias, Anemone Pulsa¬ 
tilla, Phlox subulata, and others. If it 
were desired to add annuals, such as 
Godetia, Indian Pink, Nemophila, Legion 
of Honour Marigold, Chrysanthemum 
coronarium anti C. tricolor, I’hacelia, 
Orange King Marigold, Stocks, and China 
Asters might be employed witli advantage. 
The annuals,' with the exception of the 
two last-named, could lie sown where re¬ 
quired to grow in the border, the others 
should he raised in a frame and trans¬ 
ferred when ready.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Flag or Bearded Irises.— Could you tell me 
the names of some of the beet Flag Irises? I 
have Germaniea, Florentine, Mine. Chereau, 
flavescens, a light blue one with golden 
standards and brown falls, and others of 
which, unfortunately, I do not know the names. 
I am very anxious to get some of the best- 
colon red varieties with blue, yellow, and red¬ 
dish shades. — P. Kerslake. 

[There is to-day a great wealth of these 
flowers, varieties immeasurably superior 
to those in general cultivation a few years 
ago and a few of which every garden 
should possess. The present time is, for 
this abnormally late season, fairly good 
for planting, though a month earlier in 
ordinary seasons would be much better. 
The following are excellent. Ed. Michel 
(mauve to deep mauve), Le Beaute (clear 
soft blue), Isolene (silvery-lilac and mauve 
with rich orange heard, most distinct). 
Iris King (fawn-yellow and crimson), 
Prosper Laugler (bronze-red and velvety 
ruby-purple, a grand Iris), Carthusian 
(soft blue, giant-flowered), Jacquiniuna 
(coppery-crimson), Black Prime (one of 
the best). Monsignor (velvety crimson and 
purple), Alcazar (satiny-mauve, purple 
falls), Her Majesty (silvery-pink and rose), 
Lohengrin (silvery-mauve), and Dalmatiea 
Princess Beatrice (soft pale blue). Others, 
as Mrs. II. Darwin (pure white anil [cr- 
haps the most free-flowered of all these 
Irises). Rhein Nixe (white, edged mauve, 
a very tine contrast), Dalmatiea pallida, 
Mrs. Neubronner (golden yellow self), 
Maori King (golden and maroon), and 
Caprice (rosy-mauve) are all first-class.] 

Sisyrinchium filifolium. — This is a 
native of the Falklands and is much be¬ 
loved by the inhabitants of “ these miser¬ 
able islands,” as Darwin called them, 
where it goes by the name of Pale Maidens. 


It grows about 0 inches high, with Rush¬ 
like leaves and a graceful, wiry stem, 
terminating in a sort of spathe, from 
which depend two or three pretty white 
blossoms like Snowdrops of satin, lined 
with choeolate-purple veins. These bells, 
which are very fragrant, hang two or three 
at a time, each on a very slender stalk, so 
that they toss and nod in the wind—the 
terrible Falkland wind which blows with¬ 
out ceasing. As the first flowers fade— 
and they only last a day or two—others 
come out from the spathe to take their 
place, and a succession is kept up for 
several weeks. The soil of the Falklands 
is peat, but here I glow the Pale Maidens 
in loam, with a little leaf-mould or peat 
added, and I find it quite an easy plant to 
manage. It flowers in May, generally in 
time for the Chelsea Show, and it seeds 
quite freely here, flowering the second 
year after sowing. Sisyrinchium filifolium 
is a rare plant iu cultivation, and was very- 
rare indeed—if not extinct—before I had 
the good luck to run across it in hunting 
for O.xalis enneaphyila. I brought home 
all tlie plants I could find, nursed them 
with some difficulty through the Tropics, 
and have since increased their number con¬ 
siderably by means of seeds. Having dis¬ 
tributed a good many I hope it is now 
firmly re-established among the choicer 
rock garden plants of English gardens.— 
Clarence Elliott, Stevenage. 

Digitalis ambigua. —This is a true peren¬ 
nial Foxglove, and that fact, coupled with the 
flue yellow colour of the belle, should make it 
a favourite for the wild garden, herbaceous 
border, or shrubbery. It is sturdy in habit, 
throws up several noble stems to a height of 
3 feet, and is a vigorous, easily-pleased plant 
on any free, well-drained soil, in eun or shade. 
The belle are mottled with chocolate. This 
species also appears to be known as D. grandi¬ 
flora and D. ochroleuca. The flowering season 
being July to August, D. ambigua groups well 
with the native species.—A. T. J. 

Bartonia aurea (syn. Mentzelia Lindleyi).— 
Anyone fond of annuals should try this Cali¬ 
fornian plant. It is in every way satisfactory 
for sunny, well-drained positions and a soil 
that is not too rich. I sow the seed in early 
May ill masses, rather sparingly, where it is 
to flower. Germination is usually good, and 
the plants grow fast until about a foot, in 
height, when the first flowers open. These are 
as largo as a half-crown nnd of a ehining gold. 
The outer edge of each wide petal ends in a 
fine point, giving the flower a distinctive ap¬ 
pearance.—A. T. J. 

Tradescantias in 3pring. -The old Bpider- 
woits or Tradescantias are not now so much 
cultivated as they were years ago. A point in 
favour of T. virgiinica and its allies is that 
they give some wonderfully effective colouring 
in spring when they begin to grow. They are 
then of various shades of purple and red, and, 
in association with other subjects, help to 
brighten lip the borders in the spring.—9. A. 

Galantlius Ikariee. Mr. Jenkins, in his 
article on " The Finer Snowdrops ” says cor¬ 
rectly that Galanthus Ikariee is now quite rare. 
I think this is due to the circumstance that it is 
not so enduring in this country as we should 
like. 1 find that it often fails to appear in 
spring at the usual time. This appears to be 
a common, though not invariable, experience. 
—8. Arnott. 

Iris reticulata. —In spite of the bad weather 
Iris reticulata has done very well this season, 
although later than usual. It was, however, 
practically over before April 10th. and the 
stormy weather has prevented us from enjoy¬ 
ing its exquisite flowers in the open so well as 
usual. Krelage's variety is not so bright, blit 
is. I consider, an even better doer than most 
of the other forms of tlie Netted Iris.—8. A. 

Narcissus pallidus prsecox.—This appears 
to be flowering remarkably freely this season. 
It Is now (April 18) in bloom in many parts 
of the garden. Some recommend partial shade 
for N. pnllidus prsecox, bud I find it does not 
object to full sun with me. I have now grown 
it for close on thirty years.—S. Arsott. 
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ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND j 
WATER GARDENS. 

FERNS IN THE ROCK GARDEN. 

It should be part of the general scheme 
iu rock garden construction to provide 
accommodation for certain members of; 
the Fern tribe, and those of your readers ] 
who have visited Friar I’ark and seen the 
rook garden there must have been im- I 
pressed with its all-embracing character 
and the endeavour which lias been made 
to cater for the many phases of vegetable 
life which, legitimately, might find place 
therein. The accompanying illustration 
shows a small piece of the famous rock 
garden named, and is very suggestive as 
to how the work may he done. If I re¬ 
member aright the part shown is among 


favouring chinks in walls in Nature, are 
obviously well suited to crevice planting iu 
the rock garden. The Parsley Fern 
(Allosorus crispns) is, often enough, 
happier wedged between blocks of sand¬ 
stone or other rock, with but little more 
than disintegrated rock for its diet 
throughout the year than when in richer 
soils, while in a cool si>ot it will show a 
greater vigour of growth than if fully ex¬ 
posed. The Cambrian Polypody (P. cam- 
bricuml and others akin have a special 
liking for magnesian limestone, though it 
is not essential, seeing their root-fibres 
cling to broken brick or old mortar just 
as freely. Where dripping cave or mois¬ 
ture-directing rock is available free use 
should he made of the crested Hart’s- 
tongues (Scolofiendriums), revellers in 
loamy soil! moisture, and cool conditions, 



Ferns in the rock garden at Friar Park. 


the extensions of recent years, the idea \ 
being that it should ultimately play the 
tart of a rocky Fern-clad ravine and so 
assist to render what is obviously a trea¬ 
sure-house of alpine plants richer and 
more complete than it was before. Plant¬ 
ing in crevice and Assure has ever been 
made much of at Friar Park, this doubtless 
being the secret of success with many a 
plant. Witii root-fibres far away in the 
cool recesses of rock, and with a diet more 
consistent with its needs, many a choice 
or difficult alpine lives longer and flowers 
more freely. 

The smaller-growing Ferns. Wall Rue 
(Asplenium Itutn muraria), Black-ribbed 
Spleenwort (Asplenium Trichoma ties), and 
Scaly Fern (Ceterach offieinarum), appear 
to have as great n dislike for soils rich in 
humus as any of the higher alpines, and, 
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while those of the crispum class, inilis- , 
peusable because of vigour and the lustn 
of their fresh green fronds, are happiei ' 
far in rich loam and leaf-mould from 
which moisture is never absent. In wel 
or boggy positions the sensitive Fern 
(Onoclea sensibils) should always he 
found, the hardy North American Maiden¬ 
hair (Adiantum pedntum) preferring a 
sheltered spot free from the cutting winds 
and nipping frosts of early spring, when 
the young fronds make their appearance. 
It and the ‘‘Oak Fern - ’ (PoIy]x>dium 
Dryopteris) are happy in peat, loam, and 
leaf-soil in about equal parts, both pre¬ 
ferring light shnde. Big-growing sorts 
like Athyrlum and the larger l’oly- 
stielnims, are both numerous and good, 
growing well iu rich soils with partial 
shade for preference. E. H. Jenkins. »j 


XUTEX AX U ltKl'LlUX. 

Saxifraga Petraschi.— A little specimen 
of this, with some five dozen or so Dower¬ 
ing rosettes, has been attractive for weeks 
past, despite the arctic weather conditions 
experienced. Grown in a pot entirely in 
the open, not even plunged, and therefore 
exposed in the most complete manner, the 
plant early showed a tendency to bloom 
well, and with it a brilliance of flower 
stem and bud I had not before seen. For 
a month or more the brilliance of the stem- 
colour, referred to, was remarkable, and 
to-day (April lfith) the effect is enhanced 
by the snowy-white of the expanding 
flowers, which, remembering that they 
come in clusters throe to live on each stem, 
will he maintained for some time. While 
tile exposure of this plant has afforded me 
a new experience in the direction indicated, 
there are not wanting signs that the flower 
size is lacking, since S. retrasehi, at its 
best., is one of the finest whites I know. 
Then, too, the exposure has robbed it of 
all tlie silveriness with which a frame- 
protected example of the same stock is so 
amply endowed. Hence it cannot be re¬ 
garded an all-round gain. This, notwith¬ 
standing, the results are so dissimilar and 
the stem effect in the one so good that, for 
the sake of embracing both it and big 
flowers, l would still cultivate the plant 
fully exposed and in a frame for its varied 
beauty and interest. S. Petraschi is a 
hybrid of !->. tombeanensis and S. Roche- 
liana. —E. II. Jenkins. 

Saxifraga Juniperifolia and S. sancta. 

I find some confusion exists in respect 
to these two very distinct kinds, which 
come respectively from the Caucasus and 
Macedonia. S. juniperifolia is compara¬ 
tively rare in collections, and, being a shy 
bloomer, is not likely to become popular. 
Those who say it flowers freely witli them 
rarely grow, I think, the true plant. One 
such instance is prominent, a patch 2-j 
feet square and probably at this moment 
freely studded with golden-flowered 
trusses. It is not >S. juniperifolia, how¬ 
ever, but S. sancta, from which it is dis¬ 
tinct in many ways, more particularly in 
colour, the form of its flower-clusters, 
which incline to pyramidal, its much 
longer, erectly-extending leaves, and, not 
least, its decidedly mounded or cushion¬ 
like tufts. S. sancta, on the other hand, 
is a mat-forming sjiecies, tablelike; as 
tiae a carjietcr of the soil as tlie genus 
contains. The leave's forming the rosettes 
are horizontally disposed—not erectly-in¬ 
clined as in S. juniperifolia—shorter, and 
of a darker green. In flower-freedom it 
Is immeasurably superior, its lietals more 
decidedly golden in colour. S. sancta, too, 
is a reliable spring-flowering kind, late 
March or early April being its usual time, 
whereas S. juniperifolia is erratic and may 
be in flower in early February or two 
months Inter. —E. It. Jenkins. 

Iaithospermums apparently dead.—In hie 
interesting notes from Bettwe-v-Coed. Mr. 
B. Charles Buxton mentions that Lithoeper- 
mum prostration amt L. p. Heavenly Blue are 
apparently dead. I hope Mr. Buxton and those 
who have plants of these Gromwells in this 
condition will not destroy them, as they will 
probably break afresh. Two years ago mine 
were like this, and one of them, of large size, 
would have been missed. However, it revived 
again, and was as good as ever by autumn. 
My plants this year have suffered again, but 
not to the eatne extent as two years ago.— 
S. Arnott. 


"The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds." —New Edition, lfth, rei-ised, u -ith descriptions 
of all the in-st plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, tnetlinin Sro, ins.; 
post Jree, ins. Gd. 0/ ail Booksellers or front the a [tire 
of Oaroeniso Iu.i;stk n >::. till, Uncdns Inn fields, 

London, ire, i. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

WINTER SALADS FROM HARDY 
OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

The Briton is so wo 11 stored with the flesh 
of tminmls tli.it it is not necessary to invite 
iiini to n cold meat wind ns is done l>y 
writers on the subject. Surely the fresh, 
healthy things of the garden are the only 
ones worthy the name of a salad, and if 
we can have them from outdoor things all 
the better. That we may do so has struck 
me this winter and spring, in which 1 have 
enjoyed salads fresh from the garden, and 
that in the worst season ever remembered 
ns to weather. Corn salad was the base, 
and it came in in all the hard weather, and 
is still now (April) in use. Its gentle 
flavour aids Celery, Witloof (a form of 
Chicory), Rcetroot, and a few slices of any 
brisk Apple (English or foreign), and 
home-grown Watercress. All are hardy, 
and most people can grow them easily. 
Those with much glasshouse space may 
add other things, but none better. For 
Watercress the large, fresh, improved kind 
Is worth growing in a bed. as in our climate 
there is usually sufficient water to keep it 
in a good state, whereas in the stream it 
Is often swept away by siuitos. Close 
set in a lied away from water it comes on 
clean and fresh. From the herb border a 
few trifles may often be added. Chervil or 
Tarragon and a little box of Chives set in 
a cool window will give more tender leaves 
than the outdoor'plants that come later. 
Some praise wild tilings like Dandelion, of 
which there is no scarcity, and in France 
they grow improved forms of it, lint with 
Chicory, Scnrolle, or Endive in the garden 
there is little need for it, and many do not 
care for tin 1 bitterness Of same herbs when 
one may get the essential salts from other 
salads. As an aid to the salad-bowl and 
to cookery the herb garden should be kept 
and lierb flavouring always used before 
any of the spices of the shops. IV. 

COOKING PEARS. 

Why a man should grow the woody and 
tasteless tilings classed as cooking Pears 
is a question that may well be left to the 
fortune-teller. This, from Mr. A. K. 
Goodwin, in The Cnrdrn, deals with their 
cookery : — 

While on the subject of culinary 
Pears, is there any other fruit about 
which the cookery bonks give so much 
bad advice? Nearly fiery recipe ad¬ 
vises you to add Lemon, Allspice, stick 
Cinnamon, and a Clove or two, to say 
nothing of a glass of port wine. People 
who practise this nonsensical kind of 
cookery certainly need not trouble 
what varieties they plant, for any 
flavourless trash will do. Nor is it in 
the least surprising that people who 
eat fruit cooked in this highly-spiced 
way should find it unwholesome. Here 
we like Pears cooked on nature!, put 
into a stew-jar, just covered with 
water and cooked with a ti/t/r sugar 
until they arc .soli. There is no time¬ 
limit for cooking. Some sorts, like 
I Hack Worcester, will stand twelve 
hours' Stewing and are all the better 
for it. Ijeinons are good in their way, 
but they are the curse of most English 
kitchens*, and Mrs. lieeton is much too 
fond of them in her recipes for cooking ' 
Pears. In Parkinson’s day baked 
Pears were held in high esteem, and, 
in addition to tin* “ Worster," lie men¬ 
tions several varieties, such as the 
“ Gilloflower ” and the Turnop,” as 
being suited to tiiis purpose, though 
tlie last-named scarcely sounds 
alluring. lie sums up his notes on 


Pears by remarking that “ tlie most 
excellent sorts of Pearcs serve to make 
an after-course for tlieir master’s 
■ table, where the goodness of bis 
Orchard is tryed. They are dryed also, 
ami so arc an excellent repnste if they 
be of the best kindes tit for the pur¬ 
pose. They are eaten familiarly of all 
sorts of ] k-ojiIc, of some for delight, 
and of others for nourishment, being 
baked, stewed, or scalded.” 1 need 
hardly add that man;/ d ' rt Peare arc 
t.rcrlfrnl far rtewintj return they can he 
e jut red for the kitchen. They should he 
cooked just before ripening. 

The last words in this note are the wisest. 
There is no sense in giving space in gar¬ 
dens to the worthless trees called cooking 
Pears. It is an instance of the false 
classification of lists. 

In the same article I find this of a stew¬ 
ing Pear:— 

General Todlebest is of great merit 
us a culinary Pear, but the fruits want 
lo bang late and do not mature if the 
autumn is cold. In a bad season they 
are woody and tasteless, but, ns a rule, 
they are sweet and of a pleasant 
aroma. 

Why waste years in growing such kinds 
when you can cook any good Pear? If any 
of these bad apologies for Pears is worth 
a place let it lie tlie ('atillae, but tlie dismal 
fact is, that in gardens where many look 
in vain fur a stock of really good Pears, 
we may see trees of these substitutes 
wasting good ground and tlie gardeners' 
time.—E d. 

MRS. EARLE ON RED CARItAGE. 

Rod Cabbage is not often grown, or, 
at any rate, not given space enough to 
lie well grown, because in tlie cata¬ 
logues it is railed Pickling Cabbage, 
as if it were not otherwise useful when 
cooked in various ways. It should be 
cut into very fine shreds, then scalded 
by pouring a kettle of boiling water 
over it, and when cool, but not cold, 
it should be dressed witli oil and 
vinegar and a few herbs if you have 
them, covered up, and allowed to stand 
for two or three hours. 

This, in The Carden, is right enough, but 
no sign in it that some forms of tlie Rod 
Cabbage treated as the Belgian cook does 
are excellent. Tlie result in tlie hands of 
a good conk is hotter titan that given by 
tile green forms of Cabbage, good as many 
tire. This year tlie Red Cabbage has, with 
me, withstood tin* cold better than Savoys 
and Coleworts. W. 

NOTES AXD REPLIES. 

Jam-making.—In view of tile shortage of 
sugar, coulil you give your readers in Garden¬ 
ing Illustrated any recipes for making jam 
without sugar, or with a small quantity of it? 
If so, you would confer a boon on all fruit¬ 
growers in the country. If we cannot make 
jam, what are we to do with our surplus fruit? 
Jam is an excellent food, and most useful in 
many ways to housekeepera.—E. E. Moore, M.D. 

| Wli.v not preserve tile fruit whole? 
Well done we fi ml it very useful.—En.] 

The Tree Onion (Allium Cepa vnr. vivi- 
pnniui) l.ike the Potato Onion, tlie Tree 
Onion, which was recently commented 
upon in the “Garden Fond” column, 
seems to have almost passed out of culti¬ 
vation. I have not grown it now for a 
long time, and the last occasion on which 
I saw it was in tlie cottage garden of Mr. 
William Davidson, who was, at that time, 
gardener to the late Major Comrie, of 
Gaitgill, in the Stewnrtry. Probably it 
may be in existence at Gaitgill still, but of 
tiiis I have no certain knowledge. The 
Tree Onion is rather a singular variety. 
It runs up witli a strong stem,.some 2 feet 



high, on the top of which the ueual flowers 
are produced. Instead, however, of seed- 
capsules being formed, the germs swell, 
and towards the end of the season a crop 
of bulbs is obtained from the top of the 
stalk, and which are collected for planting 
in the following year. When these arc 
planted they produce ground bulbs of con¬ 
siderable size, while the stem supplies 
again the successional bulbs for the next 
season’s planting. The Tree Onion is said 
to have been introduced from Canada, but 
it seems possible that it is merely the com¬ 
mon Onion introduced to the Dominion by 
early settlers from France, and changed 
to the viviparous form by the climate. A 
similar change may be noticed among Oats; 
indeed, among Peas, in a cold, humid 
season. The flavour of tlie Tree Onion is, 
like that of the Potato Onion, milder than 
that of the ordinary varieties, and it 
is unaffected by the Onion fly. — W. 
McGuffoo, Ba/mae, Kirkcudbright. 

Pickling Onions and Chives. — Pickling 
Onions are not often grown, because pickleo 
are considered unwholesome; hut they have 
great merits. The two be«t kinds of small 
white Onion are The Queen and Silver-skinned. 
Braised in a little butter they are very deli¬ 
cate. and an excellent, addition to Rice or' 
Macaroni. Chiveo, or Rush Onions, are peren¬ 
nials and need nothing but dividing now and 
then in March. Tlio young green shoots are ex¬ 
cellent when cut up with Chervil as a flavour¬ 
ing for any salad. Oerarde grew them in his 
old London garden, and recommends them to 
be eaten with oil and vinegar, "being first 
boiled, which is very good for old peoplo who 
are dull and without courage; it rejoicetli and 
comfmteth the heart and increases their 
strength.” Garden. 

Saving the sugar.—I see one of the food 
controllers is responsible for the statement 
that small quantities of sugar may be set 
aside weekly for the summer jam-making. 
This is a rather farcical suggestion eccing 
that in the majority of cates the supply is 
quite insufficient for ordinary household pur¬ 
poses, even by the practice of strict economy. 
They might as well tell us we shall be allowed 
to hoard Potatoes now there are none to 
hoard.—E. B. H., Hardwick. 

Corn salad, or Lamb's Lettuce, may be 
sown from March to September, and will grow 
anywhere if thinned out; but the important 
sowing for winter uoo is made in August, as it 
is invaluable in winter either cooked or raw. 
The salad used to be served in Paris 
restaurants, witli or without Beetroot, invari¬ 
ably all the winter and spring, iu my day.— 
Garden. 

U3ing “ waste.” —From I lie outside leaves 
of Cabbages, IiOttuces, and Cauliflowers, 
from tlie outside layers of Onions, from 
the peelings of Potatoes, Carrots, Turnips, 
and Apples, from tlie stalks of Celery and 
Parsley, and from other foods that are 
thrown away, we can have the most ex¬ 
quisite consumme. Tlie three conditions 
are :—First, that tlie materials should be 
thoroughly cleansed before they are used; 
secondly, that the liquid should not boil; 
and, thirdly, that, when it has been pressed 
out and strained it should lie nicely 
flavoured for those who do not appreciate 
tlie natural flavour. But people waste 
tilings everywhere. One Interesting form 
of waste is, however, before the tilings 
reach the people at all. 1 mean tlie waste 
in tlie process of manufacture. Let us 
take four simple articles—Wheat-flour, 
polished Barley and Barley-meal, polished 
Rice and Rice-flour, and sugar. Here, 
with tlie exception of tlie recent improve¬ 
ment in Wheat-flour, we have foods pro¬ 
vided for the people without ail their 
proper elements. It is very largely in the 
outer layers of tlie Barley and Rice, and 
in tlie dark-coloured part of tlie sugar 
that some of tlie best elements are to he 
found.— Eustace Mii.es in the Daily 
Ch ron icle. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

THE CORTLOPSIS. 

The Corylopsis is closely allied to Hama- 
melis, but from a sniierfleial jioint otj.view 
tlfe two families ilo not bear any striking 
resemblance. As will be seen from the 
Illustration of C. ptmciflorn, the flowers of 


like fragrance. The Corylopsis requires a 
fairly light, well-drained, loamy soil, a 
sunny position, and shelter from the north 
and east. Unfortunately, Ihe plants com¬ 
mence to grow and flower early in the year, 
and are sometimes crippled by frost, 
therefore they are not suitable for cold 
places. 

0. spicata, the commonest kind, is a 


which we figure to-day, another Japanese 
siiecies, is a very beautiful shrub when 
well grown. The upper surface of the 
leaves is green, the under side glaucous, 
lmt there is usually, when young, a well- 
defined margin of red or brown. In early 
spring, when .the leaves are developing, the 
ell'ect of the green and red is charming. 
The fragrant (lowers, which have prim- 



Fioicering shcots of Corylopsis pauciflora. From a photograph of specimen 
scut by Mr. T. Smith, Kcwry. 


Corylopsis are small, fairly regular in out¬ 
line! and produced in pendulous catkins, 
whereas the flowers of Hnmamelis are 
familiar by reason of their long, narrow, 
often curiously crinkled or twisted petals, 
and by their being borne in an almost 
stalkless manner on the branches. They 
have one point in common, however, for 
In each case the hlossoms have a P run rose- 

Digitized by CjOOQLC 


native of Jaisin, and was introduced about 
lStlt. During March and early April the 
primrose-coloured flowers appear in droop- j 
ing catkins each i inches to •“! incites in ! 
length, from axillary buds. In,the absence j 
of frost they are sliowy for a period of I 
several weeks, while their fragrance is 
very noticeable. 

pu'cui.oni. a flowering branch of 


rose-colon red petals ami red anthers, are 
produced two or three together in short 
axillary racemes. It is one of the more 
tender kinds, and is well worth a wall or 
cool-house. 

C. Giuffithi is found in the eastern 
parts of the Himalaya, where it is said to 
grow at elevations of 5,000 feet to S,00O 
feet. At itsjiestjt attains the proportions 
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of a small tree 20 feet or so high, or it may 
be of bush-like habit. It was introduced 
into English gardens in 1879, but has not 
become common on account of its rather 
tender constitution. The prltnrose-coloured 
flowers are each 1 inch or so in diameter, 
and appear in dense-flowered catkins 2J 
inches or 9 inches long in May. 

C. Vkitchiana is one of six sjiecies which 
occur in eastern and central China. It 
was introduced by Messrs. Veiteh early in 
the present century, their collector, Mr. 
E. II. Wilson, having gathered seeds in 
1900 in Western Hupeh. It forms a shrub 
5 feet to 6 feet high with long and ralher 
slender branches. When young the leaves 
are margined with red and brown. Ten 
to fifteen primrose-coloured flowers are 
borne together in dense racemes. 

C. multiflora resembles closely the last- 
named, although the racemes are rather 
longer. There are, however, certain 
botanical differences which separate the 
two species. It Is a native of central 
China. 

C. Wilsoni.— This, with the last-named, 
is distinguished from other kinds from 
central China by having one or more leaves 
developed on the lateral flowering 
branches at the time the leaves expand, 
whereas in most eases no leaves are 
developed until after the blooms have 
faded. The flowers in this case have the 
usual primrose colour and fragrance. 


SOME EARLY-FLOWERING 
MAGNOLIAS. 

With one or two exceptions the Magnolias 
are remarkable for their large and attrac¬ 
tive flowers, whilst several of the siiecies 
also have bold and handsome foliage. 
They are easily divided into two distinct 
groups by reason of their time of flower¬ 
ing, one group blossoming in advance of 
the new leaves and the other bearing its 
Cowers from June onwards. Although the 
Magnolias are not suitable for every gar¬ 
den there are many places, in addition to 
the south and south-west counties, where 
they thrive, for they are hardier than 
many jieople imagine, and, provided the 
soil is right and they are given a position 
sheltered from very cold winds, but ex¬ 
posed to sun, they do well in the north- 
midland counties and even in other places, 
especially if given a wall. In the south, 
however, they thrive in the oiien ground 
and form good-sized trees, such as are to 
be seen at Guunersbury House, Kew, and 
Syou House, which rarely fail to flower 
well al their appointed time. One of their 
worst enemies is spring frost, which, when 
the flowers are open, turns the edges of 
the petals brown, whilst cold east winds 
have the same effect. Magnolias require 
moist yet well-drained soil and succeed in 
light, warm loam to which a little peat or 
kaf-niould has lietn added. Their 
partiality for peat or leaf-mould is seen 
by tiie way la which the roots of newly- 
planted siieeliuens quickly permeate those 
material.-, lmt tletter results are obtained 
by mixing a little jieiit or leaf-mould with 
loamy sail than planting in pure [ieat. 
Magnolias are increased by seeds, by layer¬ 
ing, or by grafting, but as the varieties 
cannot be raised true from seeds, and as 
the seeds of some species are difficult to 
procure, resort has usually to be made to 
one of the two latter methods. As a stock 
a strong-growing species such ns M. Kobus 
or M. acuminata 16 usually selected. 
Rranches i re layered in spring and they 
nra usually allowed to remain for two 
years before lifting, for badly-rooted 
layers are diflleult to establish. Once 
Magnolias are planted they should have 
ns little root-disturbance as possible, for 
the roots often die back if injured, and 
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line specimens may be easily ruined by 
carele-ss transplanting. 

In addition to the early-flowering 
Magnolias being valuable for the outdoor 
garden they can be grown in ]>ots and tubs 
for greenhouse and conservatory decora¬ 
tion during late winter and early spring. 
Tiie following selection includes the best 
of the early section :— 

M. Camubelli.— Although one of the 
most beautiful of all Magnolias, this is 
not one of the most useful, for it is very 
tender and only succeeds in the mildest 
parts of the country. It is, however, 
grown and flowered successfully by Sir E. 
Lmler at Leonardslee, near Horsham, and 
fine examples exist at Abbotsbur.v Castle, 
Dorset, and Fota. among other places. A 
native of the Sikkim Himalaya, it has been 
described as one of the most gorgeous trees 
of that region. In its native habitat U 
grows from 80 feet to 150 feet high. The 
flowers, which are usually borne during 
March and April, are each 9 inches across, 
tup-shaped, fragrant, and deep rose with 
out, paler within. Flowers have been ex¬ 
hibited oa several occasions at the fort¬ 
nightly meetings of the Royal Horticul¬ 
tural Society. 

M. coxspict’A, known ns the Yulan or 
Lily-tree, is a deciduous siiecies growing 
up to -Ml feet or more in height in this 
country, though usually much dwarfer. 
It Isa native of China, and was introduced 
about 190 years ago. Old trees exist in 
l ir.ny gardens, some in the open, others 
against walls, its flowers, which usually 
cqien during March and April, arc white 
and fragrant, with thick, fleshy petals. 
The fruits are red when rqie, but, like 
those of other early-flowering species, they 
are rarely borne freely enough to cal 1 for 
siieclnl notice. 

M. conn ata is usually Included as a 
variety of M. acuminata, but it'is a much 
dwarfer tree and flowers earlier. A native 
of Georgia, it is one of the least attractive 
Magnolias when in bloom, the flowers 
small and yellowish. 

M. Kobus. —-This, a native of Japan, 
where it grows SO feet high, ap|>ears to 
have been introduced to this country about 
1879. The white flowers are each from 
9 inches to -1 inches across. It is a less 
attractive tree than either M. eonspiena 
or M. saliclfolia. The Jaiianese use it as 
a stock for other siiecies. 

M. Lk.wki.—A lthough usually classed 
as a hybrid of M. conspicua and M. 
obovata, the shape and colour of the 
flowers, together with the shape of the 
jietals, are suggestive of M. Campbell! 
rather than one of the other siiecies. It 
forms a large bush or a small tree of 
spreading habit, with fine, sliajiely flowers 
with wide, thick, shell-lilte petals which 
are rosy-purple outside and whitish 
within. The flowers oi>en mainly during 
late April and May, but others expand 
during summer. 

M. obovata.— This .Taimnese and Corean 
species grows about S feet high and forms 
a large, wide-spreading hush. The flowers 
.-ire reddish-purple anil appear about the 
same time as the young leaves. A few, 
however, continue to ojien during summer. 

M. s a i.ic ifolia. — This was originally 
sent to this country eleven years ago. A 
native of Japan, it forms an erect tree of 
graceful appearance with glistening white 
flowers each about 4 inches across and 
be me freely in April in advance of the 
leaves. It promises to be one of the most 
useful of all the early-flowering Magnolias. 

M. Soulanoeana, a hybrid between M. 
eonspiena and M. obovata. grows 15 feet 
to 20 feet or more high, forming a rounded, 
bushy head tearing freely large, white, 
fragrant flowers which are marked on the 
outer surface with pale purple. Few 


plants are more free-flowering. There are 
other hybrids of similar parentage, such 
as M. Soulangeana nigra, Norberti, Alex¬ 
andria, speciosa, superba, etc., that are 
also useful. 

M 4 stellata, a free-flowering hush from 
Jniian, varies a good deal in size, for it is 
met with as a bush 9 feet or 4 feet high 
and sometimes it exceeds 12 feet in height 
with a considerable spread. The fragrant 
flowers, usually produced in April in ad¬ 
vance of the leaves, are glistening white 
with numerous narrow petals. It is quite 
one of the best early-flowering shrubs, 
although its earliness sometimes leads to 
its flowers being injured by late frosts. 
It was originally introduced In 1877. 
There is a variety rosea, with rose-flushed 
flowers that are generally less tenutiful 
than those of the type. Tills species Is 
closely allied to, and perhaps a variety of, 
M. Kobus W. D. 


VEGETABLES. 

VEGETA1SLES FOR WINTER. 
Peas.— It behoves us to endeavour to grow 
all the vegetables we can for next winter, 
which we are warned may he a time of 
trouble and scarcity. During the last few 
years dried Peas have become an article 
of diet, and those who have ground to 
spare can hardly do better than crop it 
with Peas to he harvested when fully 
matured for winter use. I am doing so. 
and should use much more ground for the 
purpose if I had it to spare. Peas are very 
nourishing, more so than Potatoes, and 
form a welcome change during the winter. 
Dwarf varieties that need no staking 
should lie employed, such kinds as William 
Hurst and English Wonder, which do not 
run more than 2 feet' high, can be sown 
about 2 feet apart and need no more atten¬ 
tion than dwarf Deans. These dwarf 
kinds bear good pods with good quality 
Peas in them. Those who have sticks and 
the time can, of course, use the taller 
kinds. 

Cor.EwortT.s.—I have always thought that 
Cabbages such as Wheeler's Imperial, 
Early Y'ork, and Flower of Spring, grown 
for a late autumn and early winter sup¬ 
ply, represent this vegetable in its best 
and most tender form. I do not know of 
anything more succulent and with a liner 
flavour limn this form of Cabbage when 
thoroughly well grown. Sow in the middle 
of June in the southern counties ami 
earlier in the midlands and northern dis¬ 
tricts, and plant oil ground that is tolerably 
rich, as in very poor soil the hearts are 
wanting in sueeulency. These Colewort 
Cabbages are wanting in hardiness. They 
cannot he relied on to keep good after 
December, and if hard weather should set 
in in that month they will spoil. I made 
a practice of lifting mid laying them in 
under an evergreen hedge or fence and 
covering with litter in hard weather, 
which prolonged the supply through 
January. 

"Christmas Drumhead Cabbaoe. —This 
is one of the finest Introductions of recent 
years and is becoming more iHipular every 
year. It can be grown in the same way 
a* (lie Colewort. to come in during the 
autumn and early winter months, and it 
can he had in famous condition all 
through the winter months. A Cabbage 
that can te depended on to furnish tender 
white hearts at that period of the year is 
very valuable, and I advise your readers 
who wish for a good supply through the 
winter to grow it. It is so hardy that 
only a sonii-nrctic winter will damage it. 
For a succession two sowings must he 
made, one some time in April the other 
for winter use not eArlier than June. The 
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distance apart must be regulated by the 
nature of tlie ground. In well-enriched soil 
they must have several inches more space 
than where it is rather ixwr. 

Brussels Sprouts for mid-winter should 
be sown in April and planted out about 
the last week in June. They will button 
lip quite late in nutumu and will bo ol 
just the right size in the early mouths of 
the year; in fact, they will be available 
through March. Where they club badly it 
is wiser to leave them aloue and grow 
some other form of greenstuff, such as 
Curled Kale, which is very useful as 
coming in when other green vegetables arc 
over. 

Swedes and Turnips.—T he Swede lias 
never ranked among garden croiw, (he 
greater portion of the public never having 
had it on their tables. The shortage of 
Potatoes and vegetables generally lias 
brought it into prominence, and I would 
advise your readers who may not live in 
localities w lie re large areas of Swedes for 
cattle-feeding are grown to give it a place 
in the garden, for we do not know how we 
may be circumstanced next winter. The 
Sweile is of very easy culture, extremely 
hardy, and those who once get a liking for 
it will put it on a level with the Turnip 
for winter use; in fact, I have heard more 
than one say that of the two they prefer 
the Swede. I think that the tnste"for this 
esculent must he, in a measure, acquired, 
but it is, nevertheless, a fact that this 
winter, Swedes have been in universal de¬ 
mand and made bigli prices, so that we 
may take it for granted that in tlie future 
they will have a place among vegetables 
that can be depended on for winter use. 
Swedes should never be sown before the 
end of June or beginning of July, other¬ 
wise they become tough and flavourless; 
therefore they can ivell, occupy any piece 
of ground that has been eropfietl with early 
Potatoes. In this district, as in many 
others, there are acres of Swedes, and iii 
a general way a bushel of Swedes can be 
bought for less than a shilling, hut in the 
neighbourhood of towns they cannot be 
got*in this way, and in any case it is better 
to grow some than chance what can lie ob¬ 
tained elsewhere. For the first time I am 
going t-o grow some, for then I shall he sure 
of a supply and have them when I want 
them. Allotment holders and those who 
are now in possession of war plots should 
not forget the Swede furnishes so much for 
such a small outlay. As regards Turnips I 
strongly advise sowing tlie Green Stone 
variety for winter. There is a prejudice 
against it on account of its colour and be¬ 
cause It is so much used by farmers for 
feeding, hut in my opinion it is the best 
flavoured, and certainly tlie hardiest kind. 
Sow the beginning of August for winter, 
but you may sow three weeks later for 
small roots or to stand for “tops" in 
Spring. ByFLEET. 


THE CULTIVATION OF PARSNIPS. 
The Parsnip is of more value as an article 
of food than is commonly supposed. It 
contains about 17 iier cent, of dry matter 
as compared with about 12 per cent, in 
Swedes, 13 per cent, in Carrots, and 25 per 
cent, in Potatoes. The dry matter of Par¬ 
snips differs from that of Swedes and 
Carrots in containing an appreciable pro¬ 
portion of starch, thus resembling tlie 
Potato. The food value of Parsnips is 
about three-fourths that of Potatoes. 
Since, therefore, difficulty may he experi¬ 
enced in obtaining sufficient “seed” Pota¬ 
toes during the coming spring. Parsnips 
might well be grown as a partial substi- 
tnte. 

An average crop of Parsnips will yield 
at least 10 to 12 tons per acre (140 lb. to 
168 lb. pier rod of 30i square yards). At 
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the present time Parsnips are worth about 
£8 per ton, but the normal run of prices 
is rnuc-U lower. Surplus supplies will fur¬ 
nish excellent feeding material for pigs, 
for which purpose they may be used, when 
available, to eke out small Potatoes. 

Varieties.— The modern Parsnip is a 
cultivated form of the Wild Parsnip (Peu- 
cedanum sativum) often found in hedge¬ 
rows and on roadsides, especially on 
chalky soils. There are several culti¬ 
vated forms, of which tlie following are 
the chief:—(1) Tlie “Student” Parsnip, 
with a long root and slightly concave 
crown; (2) the “Hollow Crown,” with 
thicker root at the top and deeper hollow 
crown; and (3) a Turn ip-rooted form. 
For rich land the Student is, perhaps, the 
best variety, but for general purposes the 
Hollow Crown type is the most suitable. 
Of the latter variety several types have 
been brought out by seedsmen. As tlie 
seed does not retain its vitality long, care 
should be exercised in purchasing. Even 
two-year-old seed is very unreliable. 

Soil and its preparation.— The Parsnip 
is best adapted to rich, sandy soils such 
as are found in the principal market-gar¬ 
dening districts. On such land it is rela¬ 
tively easily dealt with on a large scale, 
but where the labour and expense of lift¬ 
ing need not lie considered. Parsnips may 
be grown successfully on nearly all kinds 
of soil from light sand to heavy clay, pro¬ 
vided it is well cultivated. The extremes, 
whether of light or of heavy soils, are the 
least suitable. (As a rule, Parsnips will 
answer better than Potatoes on heavy 
soils.) There need lx* no hesitation in sow¬ 
ing Parsnips on recently broken Grass 
land provided the soil has been turned 
over to tlie depth of about a foot and tlie 
subsoil well stirred. On a Held scale the 
land is usually ploughed as deeply as pos¬ 
sible in autumn, cultivated once or twice 
before mid-February, and then harrowed 
till a fine seed-bed is obtained. On tlie 
heavier class of soils late cross-ploughing 
is rarely an advantage. A deep tine tilth 
lessens the risk of curving and “ forking” 
of tlie roots. As, however, the bulk of (lie 
root of the Hollow Crown varieties is 
formed in the first foot of soil ,“ forking,” 
deeper down, is not of so much conse¬ 
quence. 

Manuring.— Parsnips come best after a 
crop that has been heavily dressed with 
farmyard manure; as a rule, no dung 
should lie applied directly to the crop or 
“ forking ” may result, but If tlie soil is 
poor, about 15 tons- of dung per acre (2 cwt. 
per rod), applied in autumn, and dug, or 
ploughed, in, will he an advantage. Par¬ 
snips grow over a long period, and, hence, 
the object of manuring should he to supply 
a sufficiency of fertilising material that 
will become gradually available through¬ 
out the season of growth. During the 
working of the land tl e following artifi¬ 
cials, whichever are most readily obtain¬ 
able, should lx? harrowed in :—0 cwt. of 
superphosphate or S cwt. of basic slag per 
acre (1J- lb. and 5} lb. per rod, respec¬ 
tively), or an equivalent in tlie form of a 
mixture of superphosphate and steamed 
bone flour, or superphosphate and ground 
mineral phosphate. Just before sowing 
the seed, sulphate of ammonia at the rate 
of 1 ewt. per acre (J lb. per rod) should 
he worked into the top soil, and, after 
singling, a further dressing of sulphate of 
ammonia, at tlie same mte, should be ap¬ 
plied between the rows. In the case of re¬ 
cently broken Grass land, or land pre¬ 
viously well dressed with dung. 15 ewt. to 
20 cwt. per acre (11 lb. to 15 lb. per rod) 
of lime should be worked into the ground 
when cultivating. 

Rate and method of sowing.— Parsnips 
should be sown as early in the year ns the 
condition of the soil will permit, usually 


from about the middle of February to the 
second week in March. Seed is usually 
drilled at the rate of 6 lb. to 7 lb. of seed 
per acre (1 oz. per rod, or, say, 200 feet 
of drill), in rows 15 inches to 18 inches 
apurt, and about 1 inch deep and lightly 
covered. If the seed is known to be of 
satisfactory germinating jxiwer, it may 
be economised by mixing with bran, sand, 
or similar material, or, in the ease of 
small areas, three or four seeds may be 
dropped together at intervals of about 
8 inches along tlie row. When grown as 
a farm crop it is, often desirable to mix 
Parsnip seed with a small quantity of 
grain, which serves to indicate the rows 
and assists in cleaning where necessary. 
When tlie plants show Hie “trne” leaf as 
well as the “ seed leaf,” usually about a 
month from sowing, they should be thinned 
out to about (i inches to 8 inches apart. 
(This is usually done by bunching with tlie 
line and afterwards singling by hand.) 
Tlie soil between the rows should be stirred 
several times in the course of the summer. 

Luting.— When grown on a field scale 
Parsnips may lx* harvested towards the 
end of October. Lifting is usually done 
witli a fork, care being taken not to in¬ 
jure the roots. The tops are then cut off 
close to Hie crown and 4lie roots clamped 
in heaps 2j feet to 3 feet wide aud from 
(i yards to 8 yards long, or in small round 
heaps. The heaps ;)iv covered with straw 
and then earthed half way up; after a 
short interval the earthing up is completed. 
The more popular, and perhaps preferable, 
method is to leave the roots in the ground 
and lift them ns required. A slight frost 
is believed to improve tbe flavour, and 
even a prolonged frost appears to do 
little, if any, damage. Tlie remainder of 
tlie crop should lx? cleared off and clamped 
in a cool place before top growth begins, 
usually in February. A suitable site for 
a clamp is under a north wall nr on a 
northerly slope. 

Cooking.— The full food value of Par¬ 
snips is obtained only when they are boiled 
whole, till quite soft. Cut up and served 
with butter or dripping, snlt and pepper, 
they make a most wholesome dish. They 
are also excellent for flavouring soup and 
stews, and for making vegetable pies, etc. 
In various parts of the Continent salt, fish 
and Parsnips are a favoured dish.— 
Leaflet No. 70 of tlie Hoard of Agriculture 
and Fisheries. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Sprouting ot late Potatoes.— Some growers 
of Potatoes, whilst careful to sprout early 
varieties before planting, do not always 
trouble about late sorts, consequently it some- 
limes happens that the sets fail to start in the 
ground. It is admitted, of course, that not a 
few varieties are slow in “ chitting,” but if 
between now and date of planting the boxes 
of seed ran be removed to a warmer atmo¬ 
sphere for about a week and sprinkled now 
ami again with water, sprouting will take 
place. I have always found it a great gain 
to start with tubers that have sprouted.— 

W. F. P. 

Resuscitated winter Greens. - A good few ^ 
breadths of winter Greens that, were almost 
regarded as hopeless in the arctic weather 
experienced since Christmas have recovered 
somewhat, and promise slight gatherings of 
tops and side shoots. This is especially notice¬ 
able in such things as Kale and Purple Sprout¬ 
ing Broccoli. I have noticed that 6ome who 
were able to spread about the ground dried 
Pea haulm and straw have not been quite so 
bard hit in the great frost, whilst those who 
had their plants under south wall9 have come 
oft the best.—W. F. D. 

Leeks. —The inaincrop sewing of Leeks was 
made during the week in rich and well-exposed 
eoil. The variety favoured for thie purpose is 
the old and reliable Musselburgh Leek, still 
one of the best and most, reliable for winter 
and spring use.—W. McU. 
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provision for sowing tho maincrop varieties, of 
which the Cheltenham Green-top is to be recom¬ 
mended. Rake the surface down to a fine tilth 
in order to obtain a good seed bed. Draw 
shallow drills 1 foot apart and sow the seeds 
two or three in a place about 9 inches apart. 
If there has been a difficulty in raising a crop 
in previous years give the plot a dusting of 
«oot in a not too fresh condition or of wood 
ashes. 

Grafting.—As the sap is now flowing more 
freely, this operation should be pushed on 
with and brought to a close before the weather 
becomes too warm, as both stocks and scions 
would then be in too advanced a stage for a 
encceoiful result to follow. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Peach and Nectarine tree3 on a south wall 
are now in full bloom. As soon as the petals 
fall, disbudding will be commenced, and com¬ 
pleted in several operations at intervals of a 
week or ten days, according to tho growth of 
the treos. Disbudding requires much judg¬ 
ment, for if too many buds be removed at 
one time a check will result, and many of the 
fruits will turn yellow and fall off. The shoots 
at the back and front of the branches should 
be first removed, any young fruits found at 
the base of the shoot being left if it be thought 
desirable to retain them. It is better to nip 
off the point of the shoot in this case, leaving 
the base of the shoot with the young fruit on 
it. Tho points of the other shoots should for 
the present not be pinched. It may be neces¬ 
sary with some of them later on to avoid 
crowding, but the third disbudding is the best 
time to do this. If fruits have set thickly, the 
worst placed should first be removed, always 
dispensing with those that are small and weak. 


Apricots are commencing to bloom, and will 
also shortly need attention in the matter of 
disbudding. If properly attended to at this 
season very little pruning will be required 
uext winter. Train in young growths near to 
the base of branches that are likely to become 
useless and have to be removed in the near 
future, and preserve others that are wanted 
for filling up epaees and for fruiting the fol¬ 
lowing year. Disbudding is one of the most 
important details in fruit culture, and should 
only be performed by an experienced hand. 
The 

Gooseberry crop promises well, but this fruit 
is easily damaged by late spring frosts. 
Almost as soon as the leaves are formed they 
are liable to attacks of the Gooseberry and 
Currant eawfly, which commences to hatch at 
the end of April and the beginning of May. 
Prompt measure© should be taken to destroy 
these pests. Tho shoots should be examined 
two or three time.? a week for the purpose of 
destroying any caterpillars that may be 
found, pinching them with the fingers. A dust¬ 
ing of lime and soot is often beneficial to the 
trees, as it destroys many insects on the plants 
and in tho ground. Arsenate of lead or some 
other poisonous insecticide is most efficacious, 
but there is danger of some getting on to the 
fruits, and I do net care to use these poisons 
except in extreme cases, and then the fruits 
are always washed before they are used. The 

Thinning of Grapes now requires almost 
constant attention. One most important point 
in Grape thinning is' <to commence early. 
Begin thinning at the bottom of the bunch 
and work upwards. Take out all inside berries, 
cross berries, and small berries first. The 
berries left should be the large ones that point 
straight out. The habit of the different varie¬ 
ties should be studied, as some varieties re¬ 
quire more thinning than others. 


Asparagus is much later than usual owing 
to the continued slight f rests, but I notice that 
the crowns are now on the move, and after a 
few warm days and nights it should be both 
plentiful and good. The surface soil has again 
been lightly stirred with a digging-fork to en¬ 
able the young shoots to push through the 
ground without injury. Afterwards a good 
dressing of common shit was given, this not 
only acting as a manure, but greatly assisting 
in keeping down weeds. Cutting Asparagus re¬ 
quires great care, otherwise a large number of 
the heads under the ‘Surface will be destroyed 
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with the knife. The soil should be carefully 
drawn back from the shoot to be cut prepara¬ 
tory to working the knife carefully down to 
its base, so as not to injure any of the unde¬ 
veloped surrounding growths. It should be 
cut before the heads are much run out, and 
the greater the length of blanched stem the 
better. A further sowing of 

Broad Beans has been made to furnish a 
late supply. This sowing was made on ground 
of a retentive nature that was well trenched 
and manured, so that the plants will be able 
to withstand drought and heat. When the 
plants of the earlier sowings have reached a 
height of about 4 inches the rows will be 
moulded up to steady the plants. Continue to 
sow successive beds of 

Spinach.—At this season a rich and deeply 
cultivated site should be chosen, as this veget¬ 
able has a tendency to bolt on poor and 
shallow soil. Thinning the seedlings to 6 inches 
apart immediately they are fit to handle will 
also help to prevent bolting. New Zealand 
Spinach is very useful during hot, dry weather, 
as the plants revel in drought and sunshine. 
The 6eed may b© ©own in boxes at the present 
time, planting out the seedlings when the 
weather is sufficiently warm, remembering that 
the plants are easily injured by frost. A email 
bed planted on a south border will generally 
suffice for any medium-sized establishment. 
Seeds may be sown in the open during the 
second or third week in May. The earliest- 
planted 

Potatoes are pushing through the soil, and 
require protection from frost. The soil is 
drawn up to the stems of the plants and a 
quantity of covering material is at hand. No 
overhead covering should be allowed to remain 
on during the day. Potatoes in pits are ven¬ 
tilated freely, removing the lights entirely on 
fine mornings, replacing them at night. When 
the weather is favourable ventilation is per¬ 
mitted at night. They are afforded liberal 
supplies of water as required. A sowing of 

Scarlet Runner Beans has been made in 
boxes and placed in a cold-framo to furnish 
plants for putting out in the open ground next 
month. Seedlings raised in this manner will 
come into bearing two cr three weeks before 
these sown out-of-doors. Continue to plant out 
in various parts of the garden 

Lettuces which have been forwarded under 
glass. Sowings of both Cabbageo and Coe 
varieties are made once every teu days. Prick 
out 

Celery at 4 inches apart on a firm bottom, 
so that a ball of soil may be lifted with the 
roots at the time of transplanting. Celeriac 
requires to be grown in soil which has been 
well enriched with farmyard manure. The 
second week in May is the best time for plant¬ 
ing. Allow tho plants plenty of room, and 
keep them well supplied with water. If the 
weather is favourable the maincrop of 

Beetroot should now bo sown. If tho seed 
is good and the ground in good working order 
quick germination and a healthy growth 
should result. Ground that was well manured 
for a previous crop best suits Beet, contact with 
fresh manure causing the roots to fork badly 
and inducing a rank growth. Tho ground 
should bo stirred to a good depth, a loose soil 
favouring the germination of the seed and a 
clean straight growth of the roots. The drills 
on heavy ground should be drawn at 18 inches 
apart, but on light or poor soils 15 inches will 
be ample. Sow thinly, and cover with some of 
the finest surface ©oil. As soon as seen, the 
plants should be well dusted with soot and 
lime. P. W. Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Stove.—With the higher temperature out-of- 
doors and the increasing sunheat there is not 
the same necessity for firing to the extent 
which has hitherto been advisable in view of 
the recent severe weather. When watering is 
done in the early morning the fire may be 
damped down, and merely kept alight until the 
afternoon is far advanced. By early closing 
the heat of the sun may be conserved, but at 
the same time it is bad policy to allow the 
thermometer to fall too markedly during the 


night. There are many young plants just at 
this time which require a little nursing, and 
any great variation in the heat, while it may 
not injure them seriously, may yet check their 
growth. If a sufficiency of cuttings of the 
various 6tove subjects has not yet been se¬ 
cured, this ought to bo seen to without delay. 
Such things as Acalyphas, Dracaenas, Crotons, 
and winter-flowering Begonias generally, will 
root readily in the propagating-pit at this 
season. Where the ©tove is used as an auxi¬ 
liary to the forcing-house there will be a 
steady stream of plants at different stages 
passing through. In such a case the house 
will be more or les© congested, and its appear¬ 
ance may not be so bright as usual. Bloom is 
fairly plentiful, among other things ©tray 
spikes of Pancratium© are being thrown up. 
These are from plants which were recently 
broken up, for, as is generally the case, the 
disturbance upsets the bulbs, and for a time 
render© their period of blooming rather un¬ 
certain. A useful little subject is the Artillery 
plant (Pilea mueeoea), which is not now so fre¬ 
quently met with as waa at one time the case. 
It is very useful in pans, equally so in quite 
small pots, and it is quite easily increased by 
means of cuttings. Selaginellas and Lycopods, 
both in this and in other cooler houses, give 
signs of renewed growth, and may, if needful, 
be divided or repotted. Climbing plants mak¬ 
ing strong 6hoots must be tied in and spaced 
at regular intervals. During summer these 
may be allowed a little liberty of growth, for 
they act as a shade to the plants grown under¬ 
neath. At the same time it is as well to bear 
in mind that there is a distinction between 
liberty and licence. 

Greenhouses. These are quite attractive 
now, although the increasing numbers of 
blooms and of flowering shrubs in tho open 
rather tend to discount flowere under glass. 
Arum Lilies are now’ being regularly assisted 
by means of liquid-manure, which 5s given to 
them at almost every watering. This not only 
encourages luxuriant and healthy leafage, but 
assist© in the production of massive spathes. 
Very attractive are the minute starry blooms 
of the Diosma. This plant is additionally 
attractive by reason of the faint Pine-like 
perfume which is emitted by the ©hoot© if 
brushed against or bruised. Primulas of many 
kinds bulk largely in the display just at pre¬ 
sent. I*, kewensi© has seldom been more satis¬ 
factory. While seedling pieces of this and of 
P. verticillata may produce flowers individu¬ 
ally larger, yet I think that for effect two- 
year-old plants are to be preferred. Both of 
these Primulas show to advantage when grown 
in pans. Plants of Nicotiana Sandera?. pre¬ 
viously referred to, yet remain in excellent 
condition and have well justified their inclu¬ 
sion for early spring work under glass. Pelar¬ 
goniums are showy, and now receive a little 
chemical stimulant in eolation twice a week. 
Except on cold, dull days, or when tho ther¬ 
mometer shows a marked drop around 8 p.m., 
the fire is dispensed with. In tho case of Arum 
Lilieo and of Pelargoniums of the Regal 
family, occasional vaporisings .are needful to 
prevent outbreak© of aphides. 

Hardy fruit.—Peaches and Nectarine©, while 
to some extent in flower, arc not generally so. 
The lateness of the season is very noticeable 
in the case of these trees, for usually at this 
date the earliest varieties have 6et their crops. 
The outlook, however, eo far as bloom, at any 
rate, is concerned, is highly gratifying. Plums, 
also, appear likely 4o be a good crop, and tho 
buds are on the point of expanding; iudeed, 
in tho case of Rein© Claude de Bavay, upon a 
brick wall facing south, the blooms are already 
open. Pear© do not in a few cases promise 
quite so well a© is generally the case in these 
gardens, a few varieties—notably Souvenir de 
Congres and some tree© of Marie Louise 
d’Uccle—being barren. Beurr6 Hardy, Louise 
Bonne, Jargonelle, William’s, and Beurr6 Gif- 
fard are the furthest advanced of the others, 
and will very shortly be in bloom. Concerning 
Apples and Cherries, present indications point 
to, at least, a satisfactory show. 

Sweet Peas.—The planting out of Sweet 
Peas raised in pots has been delayed by reason 
of the wetness of the ©oil. The plants have 
now been well hardened off. ami, as the 
weather elgin pcint io more’ .at^.factory con- 
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ditione, planting out will shortly he under¬ 
taken. 

Hardy Chrysanthemums. —There hae been a 
certain scarcity of the right type of cuttings 
from the old stools of these useful plants dur¬ 
ing the present spring. Many of these were 
either blind or produced embryo buds in the 
tips of the shoots, with the result that propa¬ 
gation has been somewhat delayed. A suffi¬ 
cient number has now been obtained, and they 
are in the course of being hardened off with 
a view to early planting. 

Vegetable garden. —A renewal of compara¬ 
tively favourable weather—one cannot say 
more than comparatively—has permitted a con¬ 
tinuance of work upon the coil. All digging 
hae now been finished with the exception of 
the quarters occupied by Curly Kale and 
Spinach Beet. From both of these good pick¬ 
ings will be procurable until the plants go to 
flower in the middle of May. Celery trenches 
have now been finished, and seedlings of that 
plant were in the course of the week pricked 
off. The varieties handled included Wright’s 
White, Grove Pink, and Major Clarke’s Red. 
The last is an excellent late variety, not, I 
think, sufficiently well known. We have etill 
at this late date a considerable quantity in 
very fair order. Cauliflowers raided in heat 
are being hardened, and such plants as have 
survived the winter in cold-frames may be 
put out at any time. Sowings—fairly liberal 
ones—of Scarlet Nantes and cf Early Horn 
Carrots were made, as were at the came time 
sowings of Golden Ball and White Six Weeks 
Turnips. A small quantity of Chervil was sown. 
It is curious that, while Parsley suffered 
severely during the past winter, Chervil came 
through practically unscathed, and is, as a 
matter of fact, more plentiful than Parsley. 
Plants of the latter, raised in a gentle heat, 
are being inured to a lower temperature. 
Further sowings of Peas were made. At this 
season I like to make good sowings of the 
Gladstone Pea, but, as it was impossible to 
obtain that variety. Autocrat was substituted. 
Other sorts included Duke of Albany and 
Stratagem. More Broad Beans went out, and 
a large quantity of all kinds of Braseieas was 
pricked off into cold-frames now vacant. 

W. McGuffog. 

Balmac Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


PAINT IN TIIE GARDEN. 

No paint should be of such a kind or tint 
that it either wars with what is near or 
unduly attracts to itself. If we take the 
case of plants in tubs, there is an unhappy 
convention that the tub must be a bright 
green and the hoops black; the greener the 
green the hotter the painter is pleased. 
He only thinks of the tub, not knowing 
that whatever its colour may be it should 
he quite secondary to that of the plant. 
It is a safe rule that no tint of green 
that is cruder or greener than that of the 
leaves should go on the tub, and there 
is no need to paint the hoops another 
colour: in fact, it is better, besides being 
a considerable saving of labour, to paint it 
all out of one ]M»t. If it is asked what 
colour other than white it is best to use 
for seats, a neutral grey may safely he 
advised; such a grey as may be matched 
from the hark of young stems from 3 inches 
to 4 inches in diameter of Spanish Chest¬ 
nut or from many kinds of tree bark. This 
at any rate would be safe. Rut anyone 
who is careful in the matter of colour 
would have some pieces of hoard painted 
in a series of such tints and see which 
would suit the actual place, according to 
its asi^ct and its own special conditions. 
The lovely silvery-grey of Oak unpainted, 
as in an old park paling, or of old Elm 
wenther hoarding can hardly he matched 
in paint because its quality is a matter of 
surface texture as well as of actual colour, 
hut something of the kind might he at- 
tempted. I or simple hoard seats fixed on 
stumps in woodland a useful colour is that 
of a scale of bark of Scots Fir, a warm 
grey. Rut in all pointing of seats the con- 
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siderations that matter are that they 
should he visible enough, but not unduly 
prominent, and that their colour should 
harmonise with what is near, but should 
never compete with It.—G ertrude Jekyli. 
ill Country Life. 


BEES. 

REES AND FERTILISATION. 

This is the blossom period of the year, and 
it so happens that in this particular spring 
nil flowers arc very lale. It is to be 
hoped that fertilisation will be generally 
effective. Of course, some fruits, such as 
tlie Strawberry, the Loganberry, and the 
Raspberry, are callable of fertilising them¬ 
selves ; but, as'a rule, an external agent 
is required to carry the process through, 
and even the above-mentioned will have 
larger and more fruit if bees get to them. 
Gardeners must not overlook the fact that 
the bush fruits—Gooseberries, Currants, 
and the like—derive immense advantage 
from the attention of bees to their blos¬ 
soms, as well as the larger fruits, such as 
Apples, Rears, I’lurns, etc. I believe the 
last-named fruit, except the popular Vic¬ 
toria, will never, or only seldom, set with¬ 
out the assistance of Some insect. I am 
told this is so, but it would be interesting 
to have the opinion of some expert fruit¬ 
grower on the subject. How important is 
the activity of the bee is shown by the fact 
that, after careful experiment and calcu¬ 
lation, it has been proved that no less than 
■SO per cent, of fruit fertilisation is done 
by this particular insect, all others sharing 
with the wind the remaining 20 per cent. 
If there be no bees near, what a loss there 
must inevitably la 1 , therefore, of fruit, 
both as to quality and size. Striking au 
average, the duration of fruit-flowering 
periods is about nineteen days, I suppose, 
taking the case of the larger fruits only. 
Consequently, there is none too much time 
for this work to be finished effectively on 
the thousands of blossoms, seeing that each 
one must be visited not less than five or 
six times to make the operation complete. 
This refers to the time after the blossoms 
are at their best and ready for the bees’ 
labour. Gardeners say that fruit blossoms 
reach tills stage in a week when the 
weather favours growth. 

The Americans in the past have been 
foremost in experimenting upon fertilisa¬ 
tion. One definite instance only may be 
quoted. It refers to seed-growing, but can 
lie applied equally well to fruit-growing 
also. Of 100 flower-lieads of Red Clover 
protected by a fine net, not one produced a 
single seed, while 100 heads left oiten, and 
which were visited by bees, yielded 2.7S0 
seeds. Instances could lie given of fruit- 
trees, too. Certain branches of these have 
been covered, others have Ihm-ii uncovered. 
The former limbs blossomed well, lull no 
fruit followed. Those exposed to the bees 
bore plenty of fruit. Bee-keeping and 
fruit-growing are inseparably interre¬ 
lated. It is time England woke up to this 
fact and definitely encouraged the cull n[ 
the bee on a large scale. It must be noted, 
too. that only nne-tentli of the nectar is 
over gathered from flowers. 

Itee-keciiers in May must diligently 
build up their stocks in anticipation of the 
honey flow. Surely tills year tills will be 
a heavy one, because flowers, etc., have 
been delayed and will doubtless burst out 
in great profusion when they have a 
chance. We hope there will lie no very 
late frosts. Look out for swarms in tin- 
second half of this month, and have every¬ 
thing ready In good time. If tlie locality 
be on early one it is possible to put a 
suiier on in May, but be careful to keep 
tlie hive very warm. B. R. II. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Annual from Salonica (Prentis ).—The plant 
is Hypecoum grandiflorum, belonging to the 
Poppy order. It hae a fairly wide distribution 
throughout the Mediterranean region, though 
whether it is much known or grown at the 
present time is a moot point. If seeds cannot 
be had in this country then you m*ight prob¬ 
ably get your friend to send you eome, 

Pelargoniums for winter flowering (M. T ). 
—To have Zonal Pelargoniums in flower during 
the winter months cuttings should be taken at 
onoe. Insert singly in 6mall 60-pots in equal 
proportions of sandy loam and leaf-soil, and 
stand in a warm greenhouse. When the cut¬ 
tings are well rooted and commence to make 
a little growth, pot on into 5-inch pots and 
stand in a cool frame for their summer 
quarters. Keep all long ehoote pinched back 
to form a plant of good habit, and pinch the 
flower-buds out as they appear. At the end 
of July another shift may be afforded, a 6-incli 
or 7-inch pot being a useful size. Place back 
into the frame, and continue pinching for a 
month or six weeks. For the final potting 
loam and leaf-soil in equal proportions, with 
the addition of a little well-rotted stable- 
manure and a small portion of sharp sand, are 
essential. At the beginning of September dis¬ 
continue pinching, and give a weak stimulant 
twice a week. As soon as the plants begin to 
show flower, otand in a greenhouse for their 
winter quarter-3. Care should be taken during 
the winter months with the watering. 

Azalea mollis after blooming (T. F. and 
Inquirer ).—When flowering is over the plants 
must be gradually hardened off. If this is well 
done, ancl when all danger from frc6t is over 
the plants may be plunged out-ol-doors in an 
open spot. A bed of Cocoanut-flbre refuse is 
the best plunging material, as it keeps the 
roots in a uniform state of moisture. During 
the summer the plants must be carefully 
watered, and occasionally a little weak liquid- 
manure given. In this way the flower-buds 
will set quite freely, and the blossoms on estab¬ 
lished plants remain fresh longer than those 
that are just lifted from the open ground and 
taken into the greenhouse. Planting out and 
forcing in alternate years are also practised 
with advantage by many, but in either case 
the principal road to success i6 to see that the 
plants are properly supplied with water 
throughout the summer and are not crowded, 
as a free circulation of air is very necessary 
to the formation of flower-buds. Unless very 
leggy we should not advise you to prune, as 
they will naturally branch out later on, more 
especially if you plant them out, which may 
be done now. 

VEGETABLES. 

Growing Peas in trenches (P —As a pre¬ 
caution against drought, in 'the case of mid¬ 
season crops, we consider this is a decidedly 
satisfactory mode of growing Peas. We have 
seen trenches prepared as if for Celery, about 
6 feet apart, with a good quantity of old Musb- 
room-bed-manure forked into them: and as 
soon as I he Peas were up and staked, a good 
mulching of half-decayed manure was applied, 
by means of which one good soaking of water 
kept the soil moist for a considerable period, 
and ensured a fine crop of tender Peas. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

Ed. P. Fro ft ..—Sorry to Fay we are unable to 
say, but it is quite an easy matter to fertilise 
the flowers in the middle of the day when the 
pollen is dry, using a camel-hair brush or a 
rabbit e-tail for the purpose. 


NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Name of plant .—Ohtoy .—The Pasque-flower 
(Anemone Pulsatilla). 


Dutch Bees (Ruahford ).—For Dutch bees, 
which are said to be good disease registers, 
though I have never tried them, try Mr. 
J. C. B. Mason, The Bee Farm, Bures, Suffolk. 
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THE GOOD NURSERY AND ITS 
PROPAGATOR. 

A nurseryman who read my notes of late 
•was so deeply moved as to write to the 
office to withdraw liis advertisement, a 
inode of reasoning which needs no com¬ 
ment ; but in the hope of proving to him 
that my writing on the matter is not 
against but for his work, I will call liis 
attention to a few facts. We are all in¬ 
debted to the good nursery, and cannot do 
without it and its owner. To those who 
have long knowledge of our rapidly chang¬ 
ing London, the loss of some of the old 
nurseries is frequently felt. Osborne’s, of 
Fulham, a most interesting nursery, of 
it both the line shrubs and owner have 
left pleasant memories, Lees, of Hammer¬ 
smith, Rollison, of Tooting, and many 
others now covered by the dismal 
structures of the modern architect. And 
now Coombe Wood, for trees and sbrubs 
the richest in Europe, has gone the way 
of many others, and our hope Is that the 
young men will replace them in a way- 
worthy of the theme in our land rightly 
supposed to l>e the homo of gardening. 

Full of good things ns these old nurseries 
were, they had not the vast resources in 
stocks of things to graft on of the modern 
nurseries. Quince, Paradise, Mnnetti, 
I’.rier, which have their uses, and, as we 
shall see, their dangers if tiie propagatoi 
is not made to look a little beyond his own 
nose. 

LOSS OF THE CLEMATIS. 

No one who considers the matter can sup- 
Iiose that the present way of growing the 
Clematis is right. Everybody complains 
of it both on the Continent and in this 
country, and many give up the attempt 
to grow it,' as they say the plants die. 
There is not the slightest reason why this 
should be. One has only to go into a large 
or small garden, and perhaps he will not 
find more than one or two plants, if any, 
of one of the most beautiful climbers of the 
northern world, and one that is admirably 
adapted for our climate. This state of 
things arises from the artificial and round¬ 
about way of grafting the Clematis on the 
wild plant of the Surrey hills. I have 
proved this from my own plantings. Not 
one-tenth of the plants is sold or grown 
that ought to lte. This is surely no gain 
to the nursery business? 


LOSS OF A FINE EVERGREEN 
(TTHLLYREA DECORA) FROM 
GRAFTING. 


The beet of its family known to us was 
found many years ago by Ralansn on the 
coast of the Black Sea. It was systemati- 
cally killed by the propagator grafting it 
«n the Privet. That is not a matter of 
argument, but rests on the evidence of the 
late Mr. Anthony Wnterer. of Knaphill, 
who told me of his losses. My own large 
group of it. after an ugly existence, died. 
This is what -Mr. Bean says in “ Trees and 
Shrubs," Vol. 2. page H2: It in veil/ dis¬ 
tinct from the others. . . . Owing toils 
being grafted on the Privet (an evil prac¬ 
tice ) man// of the plants were sliorl-lived. 

The Privet disfigures many gardens 
owing to Its being misused as a stock on 
which to graft the Lilacs. The Zoo in the 
Regent's Park Is full of jr—and many 
other gardens, public and private. I fan¬ 
cied I was alone in /fiy'liatjed of itluntil I 
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read in The Garden lately that in some 
cities in China its ill-odour in flower had 
such bad effects that Its use had to be for¬ 
bidden. 

GRAFTING WITHOUT NEED. 

Can anything be more absurd than to 
graft the Pyracantha, which in many parts 
of our country fruits as freely as the Haw¬ 
thorn? The right, way is to raise it from 
seed, which has the additional advant¬ 
age that it may give us a little variation 
that makes a plant more precious. My 
catastrophe with the shrub arose in con¬ 
nection with a large group I bought in a 
Surrey nursery, not knowing it was on 
the Quince. After a time the Quince be¬ 
gan to show up from the mass, and I had 
to take it all to the fire-heap. Any such 
work ns this surely cannot do any good 
to the nursery trade. It may he an ex¬ 
ceptional case, and may have arisen 
from the abundance of stocks in the 
nurseries which causes the propagators to 
set to work. The misery is that many 
things do take on a stock at first, but 
death comes afterwards. These facts will 
apjieal to any nurseryman who takes a fair 
view of tlie matter. 

A GRAFTED OAK. 

A most ridiculous example is from my 
own garden, a few searlet Oaks, which 
came in somehow. No mutilated invalid 
from the War is more pitiable than the 
nsiiect of these young scarlet Oaks. We 
all love the scarlet Oak, and as it grows 
a little slower than the Red Oak (Q. 
rubra), it is grafted. My trees are so 
bad that they would all have been put on 
the fire long ago only I keep them in case 
Mr. E. A. Runyard, or any of the younger 
men we look to for keeping up the old 
tradition of our good nurseries, should ask 
for an object-lesson when lecturing at the 
Royal Horticultural Society “on gains 
and losses from grafting.” 

OSMANTHUS. 

Let me end with an interesting group of 
evergreen shrubs. Mr. Iiean, in the work 
above cited, page 110, condemns the prac¬ 
tice of grafting them on the Privet, and 
says they are healthier and better on their 
own roots! 

Many more instances could be given, and 
some even more hurtful. W. R. 


NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

Abutilon vitifolium hardy.—I am very 
much surprised to see that a large bush of 
Abutilon vitifolium bas survived the 
severe winter, although badly cut. It is 
now breaking strongly from every joint. 
The plant is 11 feet high and about 0 feet 
or 7 feet through.—F. W. Gai.i.oi', IAlford 
JJail, Oundlc. 

Anemone fulgene.— One of the best dis¬ 
plays at present (May 1st), and certainly 
the brightest from a colour point of view, 
is that provided by a border of some hun¬ 
dreds of A. fulgens planted at the foot of 
a wail. While stray blooms have been in 
evidence for some time, yet it is only now 
that their full beauty is realised. Behind 
a bed of yellow Tulips the vivid searlet of 
the Anemones makes a striking and effec¬ 
tive contrast, and their period of bloom¬ 
ing will be prolonged till early in June. I 


fancy tills variety would do well in Grass, 
in conjunction with Erythroniums, 
Crocuses, and Narcissi. I, however, hesi¬ 
tate to risk the experiment when they do 
so well in a situation such as they now 
occupy.—W. McGtiffoo, Batmae, Kirkcud¬ 
bright. 

Hardiness of Habranthus pratensls.— 

Regarding Mr. Clarence Elliott’s recent 
note on Habranthus pratensls and his 
query as to whether it came through the 
recent severe weather successfully, I was 
passing the other day a bed of these 
beautiful bulbs and found them coming 
out as usual. Upon further examination 
I found they appeared to be quite un¬ 
affected by frost.— Rout. W. Wallace, 
Kilnfield Gardens, Colchester. 

The May-flower (Epigaea repens) in 
Surrey, —This fragrant and charming little 
shrub comes to us in fine state from Knap- 
hill. I have never seen it so well done. 
With me it has often failed. I have seen 
it in New Jersey cariieting the Pine woods 
and often wondered why we could not 
grow it here more successfully. The snow 
blanket in winter no doubt helps to keep 
it at rest until the line days come. Where 
I saw It the soil was poor, sandy stuff like 
much of our Surrey soil.—W. 

The Lyre-flower (Dielytra spectabllis) in 
Scotland. —Should the weather we are at 
present (May 2nd) experiencing continue, 
the Lyre-flower will be in bloom in a few 
days. Naturally early, D. spectabilis oc¬ 
casionally makes considerable growth 
during a favourable spring, only to be de¬ 
stroyed by late frosts. Owing to the late¬ 
ness of the present season it (lid not come 
away so rapidly as usual, and may, there¬ 
fore, miss any frost sufficiently severe to 
damage it.—W. McG. 

Narcissus princeps and N. Empress.— 
Of these two varieties, both grown in poor 
soil, not divided and the foliage allowed 
to die down, I find that princeps pro¬ 
duces few, if any, flowers after the first 
season. I have tried two lots of bulbs at 
different times with much the same re¬ 
sult. Empress, on the other hand, con¬ 
tinues to produce blooms of good quality 
and increases in number for at least three 
seasons, and, so far as I can see, will con¬ 
tinue to do so. Although N. princeps is 
one of the cheapest varieties, I think it 
hardly worth inlying because of its rapid 
deterioration and the second-rate quality 
of I lie flowers.—G. L. J., i'rogdon. 

Crocus biflorus var. Weldeni. It Is 
worthy of record that of all llie Crocus 
sliecics I grow G. biflorus Weldeni stood 
tlie bad weather best and made the 
bravest show. Some years ago I com¬ 
menced with a dozen corme, which have 
increased into quite a respectable clump, 
and as (unlike G. biflorus, which is quite 
sterile) in addition it seeds freely, a stock 
is quickly worked up. Tlie ground colour 
is white, streaked and feathered ex¬ 
ternally with exquisite shades of soft 
lilac and almost to blue. It is a native of 
the limestone hills of Dalmatia, where it 
flowers in January and February. It was 
introduced by the late Rev. H. Harpur- 
Crewc. of Tring, who received it from 
Major R. F. Burton, who collected it at 
Trieste. A coloured portrait will be 
found in the Botanical Magazine, t. (>211. 
My soil is light arid wilrrn 'and contains 
lull little lime, and is I have not added 
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any for this Crocus I presume that it is 
not necessary for its well-being.—A rthur 
It. Goodwin, in The Garden. 

The New Zealand Veronicas. — It is a 
year for new resolves and lessons. Among 
mine is giving up growing these hand¬ 
some, bushy plants, all now dead with 
me. More than ever one must in all in¬ 
land gardens keep to the really hardy- 
plants, those that faced the past winter 
without hurt best of all. The lesson is 
ns much needed in the warm south as else¬ 
where, as we hear of great losses in the 
best parts of Devon, where planters are 
led to depend much on half-hardy plants. 

—W. 

Sorbus peklnensis. — I was amused at 
the discussion on grafting and “ Sorbus 
[ickinensis " par example. My sjcecimen 
very lwssibly came from M. Ckenault. Any¬ 
how, it is grafted high on a Rowan, and 
it is very difficult to distinguish and saw 
or cut out the branches that will spring 
from the stock. I have two seedlings 
raised from its yellow berries and they 
appear to be growing away all right. You 
may be interested to know that Sorbus 
pekinensls was the earliest tree to come 
into leaf last year, and carried its young 
green leaves unharmed through the heavy- 
snowstorms of March, 1910. It was, I be¬ 
lieve, s-till bare of leaves on April 20th, 
1917.—C., Sussex. 

Viola pseudo-gracilis.— Not long ago 1 
wrote in praise of this. I have since come 
to the conclusion that it is an even better 
plant than I then thought. I have it 
dowering next to the tme V. gracilis, and 
its colour, a warm violet, is very telling 
at a distance. V. gracilis 1 should place 
among the twelve best rock garden plants, 
and V. pseudo-gracilis I would bracket 
with it. 1 have had one difficulty with V. 
gracilis, and that is that it is too proud to 
show itself off to Royal Horticultural 
Society audiences. The stems stand bolt 
upright and the flowers bend forward and 
stiffiy down, tbe splendid purple colour 
sulking almost to dinginess. It does not 
do this in the garden, only at shows. V. 
pseudo-gracilis looks as though it would 
sit up at shows and look folk in the face. 
The pure white V. gracilis of which I 
wrote will. I fear, be of no value for rock 
gardens, except those theatrical contrap¬ 
tions of cement of the Mappiu Terrace 
order, on which even Rose Dorothy 
Perkins is permissible. It is a lovely- 
flower of purest white, but tbe blossoms 
are too big and round to associate with 
alpines.— Clarence Elliott, Stevenage. 

Saxlfraga scardica. The true form of 
this is among the rarest aud, perhaps, also 
one of the most difficult to manage. The 
false form, to which the varietal name 
obtusa has been given aud which is nearer 
the form of Rocheiiaua known as corio- 
pliylla. is dwarfer in growth, more of a 
carpeter, and quite an easy doer. The 
true plant is twice the height of the other, 
its glandular stems fully 1J inches long 
the distinct milk-white flowers to the uum 
her of eight or ten arranged candelabrum 
fashion at its summit. The acutely 
[minted leaves are each J inch long with 
many minute chalk dots at the margin. 
Hence In a variety of ways it is quite 
distinct from the plant which usually does 
duty for it. It appears to dislike much 
soil about its roots—a sort of starvation 
diet—half finely-sifted gravel or broken 
brick and half soil suiting it best. This, 
in conjunction with a dryish position, is 
tlie best treatment I know for it. So fai¬ 
ns I know- the plant has never been in 
cultivation in any quantity in this coun¬ 
try, and but very few of the alpine plant 
specialists knmy__ it. It is, from the 
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specialists knovv it. it is fro 
Balkans.—E. IITJenkins. 


TOMATOES. 

The experience of Tomato growers last 
season seems to have been very varied. 

Iu the case of trade growers it must have 
been highly satisfactory where no mishap 
occurred, but in many cases the benefit of 
abnormally high prices was discounted by 
tbe inferior quality of the fruit. I do not 
remember so many complaints of fruit not 
colouring as was the case last summer. 
This occurred in some places where 
Tomatoes have been largely grown for a 
good many years. It is seldom that ex¬ 
perienced market growers make a cultural 
error, so that this non-colouring can 
hardly have been brought about by un¬ 
skilful treatment. It must have- been the 
season or the soil which prevented the 
fruit finishing properly. The fact of many 
of these failures taking place in the 
northern counties would seem to indicate 
that the cold, sunless weather experienced 
in August exercised a baneful effect. If, 
at the same time, there was a deficiency 
in the soil of any one element necessary 
for the culture of the Tomato the mischief 
W'ould be accentuated. My plants grew 
w-ith their ordinary freedom, set their 
first trusses, and no plants coukl have 
looked better, but w-lien (lie first fruits 
came to full size they stood still for several 
v;eeks and looked as if they were never 
going to ripen. The plants, however, con¬ 
tinued to extend and make normal growth, 
and the curious part of the affair was that 
the fruit on the upper trusses began to 
colour, and many liiieued before those on 
the bottom truss showed signs of doing so. 
All is well that ends well, however, and 
when "the weather changed the fruit 
ripened, not only rapidly, but well; iu 
fact, the fruit was tbe best I have had for 
years. I could hardly find an imperfectly 
coloured fruit. An amateur told me thut 
his plants behaved in exactly tiie same 
nay, and I have wondered whether this 
was a common experience last season. 

Variolas remedies, suc-h as sulphate of 
iron, nitrate of soda, and superphosphate, 
have been suggested for non-colouring. In 
one case it was suggested that 2 inches of 
soil should be put over the roots, with the 
idea, presumably, of increasing surface 
roots. I think, however, that this is not 
a practice to be. recommended. It may- 
answer in a very fine season, but should a 
period of dull weather set in it would be 
liable to bring on a certain amount of 
torpidity of tlie roots. I am convinced 
that many of the failures, either iiartial or 
complete, may be traced to inactivity of 
the roots just when they should be doing 
their best to maintain health and vigour. 
In August of last year there was absolute 
need for very careful watching, both as 
regards watering and ventilation. The 
change from a period of hot sunshine to 
one in which the sun scarcely apiiears for 
days together is very great, and few plants 
cultivated under glass feel this change 
more tiian the Tomato, which, in a damp, 
moist atmosphere, is in unnatural condi¬ 
tions. It is needless to say that when 
these conditions prevail watering must be 
less frequent, but there is one point which, 
I fancy, some overlook, and that is Ihe 
amount of water given each time. One can 
hardly do worse than allow plants to be¬ 
come very dry in dull weather and follow 
with a thorough soaking. It is just the 
way to inflict a severe check and render 
the plants liable to the attacks of the ene¬ 
mies of the Tomato which are too numer¬ 
ous for the comfort of those who grow this 
esculent. When a bad time sets in the 
soil should certainly become fairly dry be¬ 
fore watering, but not dust-dry, and just 


enough water should be given to moisten, 
but nut soak, tbe soil. Iu this way the 
roots will keep working and there will lie 
progress as regards the growth of the 
plants and swelling of the fruit, the func¬ 
tions will remain normal, and vitality will 
be sufficiently strong to enable the tissues 
to resist fungoid attacks. 

It is well known to experienced growers 
that tlie Tomato exhausts tlie soil more, 
probably, than any other esculent in culti¬ 
vation, and that continuing to grow it year 
after year in the same soil is about the 
best way to invite failure. Therefore, 
there is absolute need for in some way 
changing it. 1 have been growing Toma¬ 
toes quite fifteen years in the same spot 
and have never had one of those failures 
that occur at times ill their culture. 

Dust season there were instances of 
Tomatoes failing, which in one cnee need 
not occasion surprise. The man covered 
his ground with glass, so that he had no 
reserve of fresh soil. Under such circum¬ 
stances he could only expect failure in the 
course of time. In this district I can 
easily obtain new soil. I can get road 
trimmings, and have ground from which 
I can bring in fresh, clean, sandy loam, 
which is peculiarly grateful to the Tomato, 
but in populous places where soil has to be 
bought in tlie ordinary way or brought 
from a distance a change means, in the 
ease of large houses, a heavy outlay. There 
is one thing that I make a i»iut of doing. 
Every year 1 char ail the weeds and 
rubbish I can collect, so that I have a nice 
heap at command at this time of year. 
This, with lime, is, I believe, the finest 
thing that can be used for the Tomato. It 
is rich in potash and puts strength and 
high colour into the foliage. 

Byfleet. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Using nitrate ol soda and sulphate 


of 


ammonia. —I have a Quantity of nitrate of 
soda and sulphate of ammonia (in lumps). 
What can I use them for? Would they do for 
dressing Asparagus beds with?--WiNTON. 

-- In your issue of March 12th you adviso 

nitrate of soda as a good food for vegetables. 
Will you kindly tell mo at what time or times 
in the growth of the plants (i.e., should it be 
before planting or while tlie plants are grow¬ 
ing?) and the method (whether in solution 
with water or in powder?) the nitrate should 
bo applied, and about how much (say per yard 
of drill) should be U6ed at a time?—C hiswick. 

[Both of the nitrogenous manures men¬ 
tioned are quick acting, and, therefore, of 
great service iu accelerating the growth 
of vegetable crops. Either may be em¬ 
ployed at intervals during the growing 
season at the rate of from 3 oz. to 1 oz. 
per square yard, but do not exceed the 
latter quantity. Sprinkle the chemicals 
in both cases after crushing ail lumps 
and reducing the whole to a fine condition 
on the soil between the crops, and rake or 
hoe them in. Nitrate of soda would be 
the better to employ for Asparagus.] 

Sugar Beet for fruit-preserving.— In the 
public press one finds now frequent refer¬ 
ence to the Sugar Beet as a possible factor 
in the preserving of our summer fruit. 
The fact of the scarcity of ordinary sugar 
seems to be acting ns a stimulus to some 
enterprising seedsmen, who, probably with¬ 
out any real knowledge of the process of 
fruit-preserving, are advising that this be 
grown. We have recently iu the horti¬ 
cultural press had the exiierienee of Mr. 
Molyneux, who has put this Sugar Beet 
to the test for fruit-preserving and found 
it valueless. That Sugar Beet can be 
successfully grown is well known, but what 
purpose is there in such nu undertaking if 
there is no plant to convert it into food? 
U lias been cried ns a cattle food, but the 
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consensus of opinion is that the Mangold 
has much greater value.—W. S. 

Trenching.— “ W. S.,” page 211, whose 
remarks are generally to the point, goes, 
for once in a way, rather astray on the 
subject of trenching. At the present time, 
doubtless, there Is not so much trenching 
done, but to decry it as “ W. S.” does is 
raising a false issue. Many have fallen 
Into the error which he mentions—bringing 
up unsuitable soil. I venture to say that 
“ W. S.” would not fall into that error 
now. but would bastard trench his quarter 
until he had his subsoil ready for the top. 


tide have been upeet by the extended wintry 
weather. Still, when Cabbages once get a hold 
and the fine weather 6ete in they grow very 
quickly, and I would counsel all who can 
secure, either through the advertising columns 
of Gardening Illustrated or elsewhere, com- 
paot-growing sorts, like Ryder’s Twelve Weeks, 
Cocoa Nut, or some other similar approved 
sort, mulching the plants with manure and 
feeding from time to time to hurry them on.— 

WOODBASTWICK. 

Sowing of Beet.—Many fail with Beet from 
sowing when the soil is wet and cold. For a 
main crop the end of April or early in May 
is time enough. In heavy soils I have found 
it a good plan to cover the seed with some 



Tritonia crocala. From a drawing by H. G. Moon. 


There Is nothing like deep cultivation car¬ 
ried out in an intelligent manner. Wlint 
about Teas, for example, during a dry 
summer, on ground which has only been 
dug deeply? What about Onions? “ W. S.” 
—exhibition bulbs altogether out of the 
question—need not teil me that, he will 
have the same bulk, or quality, of crop 
from a deeply dug break as he will have 
from a quarter which is trenched. In 
short, trenching is always superior to 
digging.— A Scottish Gardener. 

Late spring Cabbage. —With few exceptions, 
oil our calculations in regard to the cutting of 
spring Cabbages between now and jWliitsun- 
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light soil. When I am sewing I put three or 
four eeeda together, thinning the seedlings to 
one plant when large enough.—C. 

New Zealand Spinach is one of the most 
useful vegetables, especially so in hot, dry 
eca<3on8 where Spinach is in demand, and yet 
for some reason it is little grown. Just the 
opposite to ordinary Spinach, it appreciates a 
hot, dry season, and when cooked can hardly 
be distinguished from the other. One or two 
sowings should be made during April in boxes 
and planted out in a sunny position on fairly 
rich land in May. It is somewhat tender, 
consequently, it must be protected against 
frost, especially when in a young stats.— 
P. W. O. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

# INDOOR PLANTS. 

THE TRITONIAS. 

Some of the Tritonias, more particularly 
the species here ligured—T. erocata—are, 
as well as several of their allies, such ns 
Babiauas, Ixias, and Sparaxis, of great 
value for greenhouse decoration when 
grown in pots. In particularly favoured 
districts they may be successfully grown 
out of doors in a warm, sheltered border, 
where the soil is of a sandy nature and 
well drained, but in most parts of the 
country they must be considered in the 
light of greenhouse plants. 

For their successful culture in pots care 
should bo taken not to delay the pur¬ 
chasing of the bulbs too late in the season, 
as, like Freesias, they are very apt to 
suffer if kept out of the ground too long. 
They should be potted by the end of 
August, or, at all events, during the firot 
half of September. A cause of their de¬ 
terioration if potting is long delayed is 
that they become too dry, especially if, as 
often happens, they are kept on ware¬ 
house shelves or similar positions. In the 
case of most of them half-a-dozen bulbs 
in pots 5 inches in diameter will form 
effective little masses when in flower. 
When potted their treatment should be 
that generally given to Freesias, that is to 
say, they should be stood in a cold frame 
to which plenty of air is admitted. They 
will only need sufficient water to keep the 
soil slightly moist till growth commences. 
When the young leaves appear and the 
nights get cold they are safer if taken 
into the greenhouse, where they must, 
however, have plenty of light and air. 
Most of them bloom during the spring and 
early summer. As with Freesias, when 
the pots are well furnished with roots an 
occasional stimulant will be useful. This 
may well be continued after the flowers 
are over, in order to build up the bulbs for 
another season’s display. When flower- 
stems and foliage die down the water sup¬ 
ply must be discontinued. 

Tritonia erocata, whose general ap¬ 
pearance is herewith well shown, is the 
oldest species, having been introduced 
from South Africa in 3708. The flowers 
of tliis are of a bright orange tint, and, 
seen in a group, are particularly effective. 
There is a variety of this known as Frince 
of Orange, whose large orange-coloured 
blossoms are suffused with scarlet. It is 
a very desirable form, anti wns, I believe, 
given an Award of Merit by the Royal 
Horticultural Society four years ago. 
Other desirable garden kinds belonging to 
tliis section are Chereau (salmon-pink), 
Etna (vermilion-scarlet), Jules Fnvre 
(salmon and orange-red), and Queen 
Emma (salmon-orange, rose centre). 

Beside Tritonia erocata the Kew Hand 
List gives Thyalina, lineata, and rosea, as 
well as l’ottsi, which last, introduced in 
1S77, when crossed with Crocosmin aurea 
gave us Montbretin erocosmlrcflora. By 
tliis was laid the foundation of the pre¬ 
sent-day race of Montbretias which are 
now so much appreciated. The Babiauas, 
Ixias, and Sparaxis are nearly related to 
the Tritonias, and well worthy of associa¬ 
tion therewith. The Babianns are re¬ 
markable for their dwarf habit and the 
striking contrasts in the colour of the 
flowers. In atro-cyanea they are coloured 
purple-blue and white, and in rubro- 
cyanea blue and crimson. There are 
others, but these two are among the most 
noticeable. The species of Ixia are few 
in number and only two of them are. 
generally grown, but the garden varieties 
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are numerous. Tlie species are I.via 
Bucephalus (magenta-purple) and I. viridi- 
flora, whose blossoms are of a quaint green 
colour with an almost black centfle. The 
Simrnxis are, generally speaking, of 
dwarfer habit than the Ixins. There are 
many garden varieties, all forms of 
Sparaxis grandiflora and S. tricolor. 

K. R. W. 


THE SCARBOROUGH LILY. 
There is no other greenhouse plant like 
the Vnllota purpurea, as it Is as distinct 
as It is showy. Plants in small pots are 
useful, but to realise its full beauty one 
must have specimens that have been estab¬ 
lished in 8-inch pots several years and that 
will have three dozen or more expanded 
blooms on them with flower-stems the size 
of the butt-eud of a fishing-rod. Such 
plants, clothed with abundant foliage 
having the deep green hue which indicates 
perfect health, are wonderfully effective 
and good for conservatory decoration at 
a time of year when something totally 
different from the ordinary run of things 
used in summer and early autumn is wel¬ 
come. There is one thing that must be 
borne in mind with respect to the culture 
of the Vnllota, and that is to avoid over- 
Iiotting. Tlie roots will soon decay if they 
are in contact with soil that has become in 
the least sour or stale, therefore never re- 
pot until absolutely obliged to do so. Tlie 
safe way is to allow the plants to remain 
two years undisturbed without reiiotting; 
in fact, Vallotas can be kept in perfect 
health for years without repotting if well 
cared for in the mnfter of watering and 
given some liquid manure when in full 
growth. The finest lot of plants I ever 
had had been quite five years in 7-inch and 
8-inch pots, and in July I used to put them 
in the open air in a sheltered place and 
bring them in when the first flowers were 
expanding. I found that rain and the 
night dews in August put colour into the 
foliage and substance into the flower- 
stems. and in this way they could be 
brought in successively. 

Vallotas can be raised from seeds. Tlie 
I axis continue to swell all through the 
winter and the seeds ripen in spring, but 
the plants must not lx* dried off, although 
they will not need so much water as in 
autumn. Most of the seedlings I raised 
bloomed, but not one was in any way 
superior, and some were not nearly so 
good, so I did not repeat the experiment. 
I do not know if the variety exiinia, which 
has finer flowers, was raised in this coun¬ 
try or was introduced. J. Coiinhill. 


rOTTIXG COMPOSTS. 

The extract from Tlie Gardeners’ Chronicle 
of America which is given on page 245 of 
Gardening Im.ustrated is very much to 
the point. There is no reason for various 
complicated mixtures in tlie case of what 
may lie termed commonly-grown plants, 
such as those referred to in the note in 
question, and also many others. Again, 
the giving of exact proportions may be 
very misleading, as the loam, which forms 
tlie bulk of the mixture, varies greatly in 
consistency. Some loams are of a stiff, 
almost clayey, nature, while others are 
very light. It stands to reason that the 
first-named require a greater amount of 
opening medium, such ns leaf-mould or 
[•oat. than do the latter. The ideal loam 
is, of course, between these two extremes, 
such ns that known as Surrey or Bedford¬ 
shire loam. While fairly heavy, this is at 
the same time very friable, and combines 
well with any mixture. 

Again, leaf-mould varies to quite ns 
great an extent as the loam, for ideas of 
leaf mould are very,different. Fog the pot 
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culture of various plants only the best 
should be employed, and that made from 
unsuitable leaves, or of too rotten a nature, 
especially if containing insect pests, should 
be avoided. The finest leaf-mould for 
general purposes is that which used before 
the war to be sent here in considerable 
quantities from Belgium, particularly for 
Orchid culture. It is much the same as 
that in which the Indian Azalea makes 
such luxuriant growth in that country. 
Still, in many woodland districts, especi¬ 
ally where the Oak and Beech are largely 
grown, deposits of good leaf-mould may 
often be found in hollows or depressions of 
the ground. In such places tlie accumula¬ 
tions of years gradually decay and form a 
very valuable addition to potting soils. 
Where, however, leaf-mould only of very 
inferior quality is obtainable it is better 
to use peat in its place. 

For what may be termed general potting 
purimses a mixture of two-thirds loam to 
one-third peat and a sprinkling of -silver 
sand will suit the majority of generally- 
grown plants, except hard-wooded sub¬ 
jects and those referred to in the article 
in question. Gloxinias—and, in fact, 
most of their allies—prefer a little more 
leaf-mould. When a considerable amount 
of potting is to lie undertaken it is a very 
good plan to mix enough compost to last 
some time, as labour is greatly economised 
thereby. Another point with regard to 
potting soil of almost as much imiiortance 
as the ingredients of which it is comix>sed 
is to see that it should be in a suitable 
state of moisture, as, if too wet or too 
drv, satisfactory work cannot be done with 
it.' _ W. T. 

XCITES AND REPLIES. 

Trltonla crocata falling to develop ltj 
flowers. —Would you please let me know the 
cause of the enclosed Tritonia leaves turning 
brown before the flower-epikes have opened? 
I have left some of the soil attached to the 
bulbs for your inspection. They were potted 
in August and given the same treatment as 
Freesias.—J. McB. 

[There has certainly been some error of 
cultivation to account for the leaves of 
the Tritonia dying off In the way they 
have done. What Is the cause is impossi¬ 
ble for ns to say definitely, as there is 
nothing in the soil to account for the 
trouble. The most probable reason, we 
should say, is that they have been kept 
too dry at the roots, for when grown lu 
pots the Tritonias, if effectually drained, 
need to be freely watered during the grow¬ 
ing period. Again, is it possible that they 
have suffered from frost? In order to 
give of their best the Tritonias, at least 
the forms of T. crocata, should be wintered 
in n structure in which the minimum tein- 
perature does not fall below 45 degs., but 
a good, light, airy position must be as¬ 
signed them. See also article and illus¬ 
tration on page 2(>9.] 

Treatment of Tuberoses. —Will yon kindly 
tell me whether I have done right or not in 
this ease? A month ago I had about a dozen 
Tuberoee bulbs sent me. I planted them in 
an ordinary- pot. about 3 inches across the top, 
in some good potting soil made up of leaf- 
mould. sand, and a little soot. I planted them 
bo that the top of the bulb wae just above the 
ground. They are in a email greenhouse with 
no heat, but there is no eign of them starting. 
Please let me know, if you can. whether they 
may be dead? If bo, tell me, 60 that I may 
get some more bullie; and the proper treat¬ 
ment for them to bring them a3 near as pos¬ 
sible to perfection.— Amateur. 

[Considering the cold weather that we 
have experienced since Ihe Tuberoses were 
[lotted, they cannot iu a structure without 
any fire heat be expected to push up their 
leaves yet. We cannot say whether they 
are likely to grow, and time only will 


prove this. The [lotting mould referred to 
Is a strange mixture, unsuitable for plant 
culture. A compost made up of two-thirds 
good loam and the remaining part of tlie 
ingredients mentioned by you would be 
very suitable for many plants. Briefly 
stated, tlie most suitable treatment for 
Tuberoses, when they are not forced, but 
grown solely for greenhouse decoration, is 
to put them Into [rots 5 Inches iu diameter. 
Before doing this any old straggling roots 
should be out off. and also any small bulbs 
at the base of tlie principal one. If these 
last are allowed to remain they will only 
push up leaves and weaken the main 
flower-stem. In potting, the bulb should 
be put at such a depth that it is two-thirds 
buried in the soil. Then, if placed in tlie 
warmest part of tlie greenhouse, only 
enough water must be given to keep the 
soil slightly moist till the plants begin 
to grow, when the supply should lie in¬ 
creased. After this they must have a good 
light |iosition, and as the pots get full of 
roots an occasional stimulant, either of 
weak manure and soot-water combined or 
one of the many plant foods now to be 
obtained, will be very beneficial. Success 
in tlie culture of Tuberoses depends u[ion 
the condition of tlie bulbs and their size. 
As you put yours into pots 3 inches in 
diameter, we are Inclined to think that 
the bulbs must be small ] 


FERNS. 

POLYPODIES. 

While the larger Ferns are often common 
In our woodland, and not infrequent in 
gardens, less attention Is paid to the 
smaller and lierhaps more graceful rtrns, 
such as tlie Oak Fern. Yet these are the 
ones that are best suited for the rock 
garden and choice borders, and, of course, 
for the hardy fernery. The large family 
o; the Polypodiums contains many good 
hardy kinds, the principal being the 
common P. vulgare, which has about a 
score of cultivated varieties differing more 
or lees widely from each other. Though 
preferring shade, they will thrive even 
exjiosed to the full rays of tlte sun, if 
given a good supply of water at the roots 
during summer. Plant them iu fibrous 
loam and tough, fibrous peat, with a 
liberal addition of leaf-mould, to which 
add a thin top-dressing of similar material 
every autumn. The evergreen PolyiKi- 
diums associate well with flowering plants 
that do not require frequent removal, and 
they may be made to cover bare spaces 
beueath trees, or to overrun stumps. A 
beautiful effect, too, is got by their use as 
a carpet or setting to some of the plants 
in tlie rock garden. Besides P. vuigare 
and Its varieties, there are several deci¬ 
duous kinds, such as P. Dryopteris (Oak 
Fern) and P. Phegopteris (Beech Fern). 
They thrive best In peat, loam, and sharp 
sand, with some broken lumps of sand¬ 
stone, and prefer a dry situation In the 
rock garden, or any position which is not 
fully exposed to the sun. A slightly 
shaded spot should be selected, where they 
might be planted among flowering plants 
suitable for the same treatment, and 
affording tlie needed shelter. P. Itobert- 
ianum (Limestone Polypody) is a very 
beautiful deciduous siiecies, somewhat 
difficult to manage: it should have a dry. 
sheltered position, does not mind sunshine, 
and prefers a mixture of sandy and fibrous 
loam, with a plentiful addition of pounded 
limestone. I’, alpestre resembles tlie Lady 
Fern; the fronds dark green, and some¬ 
times exceeding 2 feet in length. It may 
with advantage be grouped with Lady 
Ferns, as it flourishes tinder similar troat- 
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ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER. GARDENS. 

TRIALS WITH EDGINGS. 

I am food of these, as, if well chosen, they 
add a great charm. Early-flowering bulbs, 
as Crocuses, set deeply in the earth, 
say 10 inches, with all their charms, pass 
away soon, and to enjoy their beauty I 
make good edgings of them, that remain 
long in place and allow of a summer 
charmer growing over them. An edging 
of Sir Walter Scott Crocus set deeply 
has flowered well for many years. On top 
of it is planted the blue Bindweed (Con¬ 
volvulus niauritunicus), which only begins 
to show its growth as the leaves of the 
Crocus die down. This edging during the 
past few summers was a joy to see. A 
covering of Bracken saved it for several 
winters, but this past winter it was not 
applied and I have lost the plant, and 
follow this year with some pretty annual. 
I am working the Snow Glories into the 
same system. Over edgings of the Snow 
Glories, which I am not certain will put 
up with an evergreen over their heads, 1 


no scent, hut a bunch of them gathered 
and placed in a vase has such a charm of 
form and marking that one can almost 
forgive them for the omission. The plant 
flowers in May, and is quite easy to grow, 
enjoying a rich and fairly moist loam. It 
does not increase by runners, ns does the 
scented Violet, hut forms compact masses 
of rather fleshy rhizomes. The leaves are 
rather large and coarse. They follow the 
flowers, and the plant is summer-lea ting.— 
Clarence Elliott, Stevenage. 


PRIMULA VISCOSA HYBRIDS. 
Strictly shaking, these should he called 
Primula hirsutn hybrids, as P. hirsuta 
and not I’, viseosa is the correct name of 
the little cluret-coloured alpine sjiecies 
which 1ms been mated with the border 
Auriculas with such excellent results. 
But the name viseosa is in such general 
use that I have used it here. The true 
Primula viseosa is a rather coarse, 
purplish-violet flowered species, and 
known familiarly as Primula graveolens. 
The best known of the I’, viseosa hybrids 
is Mrs. Wilson, a first-rate border or rock 


The great feature of these viseosa 
hybrids is that their colouring is brighter, 
more luminous, and carries further than 
that of the border Auriculas. Border 
Auriculas are fragrant and velvety, but 
comparatively dingy. In colour effect they 
have a range of a few yards only. The 
viseosa hybrids have a range of 100 yards. 
The most vivid and telling that I have 
yet obtained is one that I call Primula 
Ruby, of the colour of the best form of 
Saxifrage retusa. I did not raise it my¬ 
self, but bought the original plant five or 
six years ago. The flowers are on the 
small side, hut the trusses are full and 
tlie plant wonderfully free-flowering. Each 
blossom has a clear creamy-yellow eye, in 
vivid contrast to ruby petals. 

During the last week a great number of 
my seedling viseosa hybrids have been 
coming into flower, many of them for the 
first time. As is so often the case, and ns 
happened last year, one particular seed¬ 
ling stands out among all the rest as in¬ 
finitely better than Its fellows. Last year 
it was Zuleika Dobson. This year it is 
one which will make a good companion to 



Purple Crocus in Cat's-foot. 


sow liefore the leaves have died a light 
annual like our airy Gypsophila, the great 
Pimirernel, the Swan River Daisy, or any 
kind that suits one's taste and soils. 

Purple Crocus and Cat's-foot.— One of 
the most striking effects this late spring 
is this handsome purple Crocus springing 
out of a carpet of our native Cat’s-foot 
tAntennaria dioca). Used as a low. grey 
margin to a mixed bed, the stately Crocus 
springs clean out of it. and makes one 
doubt if even among Mr. Bowles’s novelties 
there is a more precious kind in the bulb 
list than O. purpureas grandiflorus. W. 

Viola septemtrionalls.— A year or two 
ago this plant received an Award of Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society, 
since when it has passed almost entirely 
out of notice. I have never read of it in 
tlie gardening papers, and I have never 
seen it at shows or in gardens—except in 
tlie garden of my neighbour, who sent it 
up and got the Award for it, and ill my 
own. The blossoms, exactly like large 
single Violets, with exceptionally long, 
firm stalks, are pure white, exquisitely 
pencilled with dark violet lines radiating 



garden plant like a com|«iet, very free- 
flowering Auricula, with white-eyed 
flowers of a line lavender-lilac. Mr. James 
Douglas has raised some line hybrids of 
this race, among tlie heat of which was 
P.ookham Gem. which gained an Award 
of Merit. This, crossed with, I think, 
Prince of Tyre, a tine alpine or border 
Auricula, gave a set of seedlings some of 
which flowered here last year, among them 
being Zuleika Dobson. When shown at 
tlie Royal Horticultural Society under 
this name a good deal of speculation arose 
as to who was the namesake of my 
Primula. One correspondent suggested 
that I should drop the Dobson and call it 
Zuleika, which he thought “ quite a pretty 
and euphonious name." The Floral Com¬ 
mittee of tlie Royal Horticultural Society 
conferred an Award of Merit uikiii Primula 
Zuleika Dobson—unanimously I am told. 
The single rosette carried a truss of live 
blossoms, each t j inches across, several 
degrees richer in colouring than Mrs. Wil¬ 
son, and with a clear white eye. This 
year tlie plant carries three trusses from 
throe leaf rosettes, but the blossoms are 
a trifle smaller titan those of last year. 


Zuleika Dobson, equal to it in size aud 
quality, but even more wonderful in 
colouring, a rich crimson with a pure 
white eye. It is to lie called Phyllis 
Elliott. Another, Flora Rose, is of a 
lovely violet-blue, a mil one which is a, 
larger and possibly finer "Ruby” has 
been christened Mrs. Tommy Gregson. 
They are a bewildering lot of beauties, 
and tlie finest patch of colour I have just 
now (April 28th), is a couple of frame-lights 
of staging, rods, lilacs, and violet-blues. 
A few fantastic mongrels have appeared, 
a great many good tilings not quite good 
enough to name and work up into big 
stocks, and a few, a dozen perhaps, of 
outstanding merit, while there are hun¬ 
dreds of last year's crosses thick on the 
seed-pans as tiny seedlings. 

Stevenage. Clarence Elliott. 

Index and Binding Cases for completed 

Volume.— rite Index to Volume XXXVIII. of Garden* 
iso Illustrated is now readg fprice 3d., post free Sld.t. 
The Binding Cans for the same volume is also available 
(price Is. lid., bp post Is. Od-I. The Index and Binding 
Case ean be obtained from anil neicsagenl, or from the 
Publisher, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. I. If 
ordered together, the price of the index and Binding Cast is 
Is., post free. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 


SPINACH COOKERY. 

Clearly a practical cook writes as below 
on tbi.s : — 

There is some difference of opinion 
regarding the proper way in which to 
cook Spinach. Some cooks maintain 
that the less water used the better the 
Spinacli; some steam the Spinach and 
use no water at ail ; while others boil 
the Spinach until tender in an ordinary 
humility of water, and then drain it, 
and rinse if, in cold water before 
pounding it in a ntonlar. Aiy own 
opinion is that only the water that 
clings to the leaves should go into the 
pot. I may ns well give my recipe 
here : Take 3 lb. of Spinach, young and 
freshly gathered. Pick away the 
stalks, wash the leaves in several 
waters, lift them out with the hands 
that the sand or grit may remain at 
the bottom, and drain them on a sieve. 
Put them into a saucepan with a good 
sprinkling of salt and the water which 
clings to the leaves, and let them twit 
until tender. Take the Spinach up, 
drain it. and press it well. Chop it 
small, and pint it into a clean saucepan 
witli a little pepper and salt and a slice 
of fresh butter. Stir it well for live 
minutes, then serve. To obtain a good 
colour, green vegetables should always 
boil in an open saucepan, and the 
water should bo (juito ltoiling before 
putting them in. Another important 
]>oint in file cooking of vegetables is 
to have plenty of water, except in (he 
case of Spinach. There are several 
reasons for this. In the first place, if 
the quantity of water is not, large, the 
moment the vegetables are put in the 
water goes off the lioll, whereas it is 
important that Hie water should boll 
the whole time. Again, it is well 
known how extremely disageeable 
Green-water smells; consequently, 
should a Cabbage, say. lie placed in a 
small quantity of water, the disagree¬ 
able smell becomes accentuated. Here 
let. me say that Green-water should 
never on any account be poured down 
the sink, as the smell that will arise 
therefrom will probably pervade I lie 
whole establishment, and cause the 
customers to think that the drains are 
out of order. The best way to get lid 
of the water is to pour it down an out¬ 
side sink. — Licensed Victuallers’ 
Gazelle. 


SOME SCOTCH FOOT). 

The noMEr.Y Kail. —The distinctive dish 
of Scotland is undoubtedly its Kail. That 
homely plant has been the native stand-by 
in our domestic economy for centuries. 
Ray, tlie naturalist, who visited us in 
1GG2, noted that we used “ much ixtttage 
made of Coal-wort, called Keal, sometimes 
broth of deeorticated Barley.” The Cab¬ 
bage proper, owing to its circular shape, 
was distinguished ns “Bow-kail.” It is 
so referred to by Burns: — 

“ Poor hav’rel Will fell nff the drift, 
An’ wandered through the Bow-kail.” 

But Kail early became a generic name 
for all the Cabbage tribe, and likewise a 
synonym for broth. So thoroughly bad 
the green Kail established itself among us 
in cot and hall that it still gave a title to 
kitchen and cottage gardens after those 
were stocked with Onions, Carrots, Becks, 
and other vegetables of later Introduction! 
Even the Potato patch remained “the 
Kailyard.” 

Kail then was the chief dish in the menu 
of the majority of our ancestors. With it 
“tumbling in the boilin’ flood” of which 
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the poet wrote was beef; and the “good 
Kail” of the monks of Melrose “on Fri¬ 
days when they fastit.” was, wc may be 
sure, made from the best stock. But 
Burns also knew the bee floss water-Kail, 
or, as lie called it, “muslin Kail.” 

The oiiidi.e cake. — If Kail was the 
chief disli in the national menu, Oatmeal 
was the staple ingredient. Oats or Ates 
(with Barley a good second) was the 
Scottish farmer's main crop. Whenten 
bread came late into use even as a dainty, 
and then as “ baker’s bread the bakers 
being those who baked bread to lie sold, in 
distinction to the home-made cakes and 
linn nocks. Bannocks (and likewise baps) 
might lie of Barley and Pease, or later of 
Wheat, but when cake occurs without 
further denomination you may be sure 
that Oatcake is meant. The girdle for 
making it was hence for centuries a neces¬ 
sary imrt of the plenishing in each house¬ 
hold, and Froissart describes the Scottish 
soldier of five hundred years ago cam¬ 
paigning with his broad plate of metal 
under the flap of his saddle and the little 
bag of Oatmeal behind it.—Dundee Courier. 


Sweet Corn from America.— Sweet Corn 
as known to the Americans, that is to say, 
from garden forms, is a valuable food in 
n any parts of our country. Some seeds 
that were sent to me from America were, 
unfortunately, on a lorpiedoed ship, and 1 
was in despair until a parcel of good seed 
came lo hand from Messrs. Tliorburn, of 
New York, the oldest seed house in 
America, seed of whose selection may be 
trusted for being a.s good as it can bo. 
Gardeners who have plenty of glass can 
give it a start, but in much of our country, 
where the soils are good and warm, glass 
is not necessary, as it may lie sown in the 
middle of May in the open air with every 
chance of success. The kinds sent to me 
by Mr. Tliorburn are Seymour’s Orange, 
Golden Evergreen (rather late). Howling 
Mob, Cowley Dawn. Thorburn’s Nordlioiin, 
ami Golden Bantam (early).—W. 

A much needed appeal.— Tlie necessity 
for a reduced consumption of bread staffs 
Is so vital that we venture to make n 
special appeal to all women, whose cir¬ 
cumstances enable them to do so, to give 
up eating flour food of any kind at after¬ 
noon tea. Tea, coffee, cocoa, yes—but no 
bread stuffs of any kind. To women who 
lunch well and dine or sup well, a solid 
afternoon meal is not a necessity. — 
Dorothy 0. Peel, Maud Pemrkr Reeves, 
Women’s Service, Ministry of Food. 

-English people who have lunch in 

the early afternoon, sitting down to a tea 
meal with table laden with sweet cakes 
is a sight a foreigner can hardly see any 
sense in. Nor is there any. The after¬ 
noon tea is harmful in various ways, and 
the body needs no solid fowl at that hour. 
As to thirst, there can be no harm in 
allaying that iii any simple way, hut food 
at that hour takes away from the enjoy¬ 
ment of the evening meal, which is best 
partaken of when the day's work—of farm 
and garden—Is usually over. 

Bottling fruit without sugar.— With the 
present scarcity of sugar some of your 
readers might be glad to know of a simple 
and successful method of bottling fruit 
without sugar and without any expensive 
apparatus. Procure some glass bottles 
and some bladders from the butcher. Soak 
the bladders in cold water and cut into 
round pieces large enough to cover the 
mouths of the bottles and be securely tied 
down. Put the fruit—Gooseberries or 
Damsons or Plums, whatever is in season 
—into the bottles, and let stand in the 
oven until the skins show signs of crack¬ 
ing. Have a kettle of fast boiling water 


ready, and as soon as the bottles are re¬ 
moved from the oven pair the boiling 
water over the fruit, completely covering 
it and right up to the very top of the 
bottle. Cover at once with the bladder 
and tie down. The whole aim is not to 
allow one instant of time to elapse between 
pouring in the boiling water and covering 
with the bladder. The fruit can be used 
at any time, and will be found equal to 
fresh. I have followed this method for 
years, and have used the fruit for tnrt6 at 
Christmas and In the later months — 

Country Life. 

Vegetable waste. —IIow much good food, 
for instance, is wasted from Potatoes in 
the peeling process, and, in addition, what 
valuable chemical salts are removed—salts 
which form just under the Potato skin and 
which are eo fine in helping to destroy the 
deadly uric acid in the human frame, 
which is the base of various bodily ills. 
In the case of Turnips, Carrots, Onions, 
and Parsnips the peeling destroys so much 
food, and this waste occurs in nearly all 
households, be they large or small. Again, 
in preparing the Beetroot for table, so 
many remove far too large a part of the 
crown, and this part, to my mind, is the 
most delectable i>ortion of the Beetroot.— 
E. Beckett in The Garden. 

Savoury Bice with grilled Tomatoes.— 
Ingredients : 5 oz. of Rice, 1 oz. of dripping, 

3 lb. of Tomatoes, one rather large Onion, 
2 oz. of grated cheese, good I pint of water. 
Chop the Onion finely and fry a nice golden- 
brown in the dripping. Dip two of the largest 
Tomatoes into boiling water for a second or 
two, then remove the skin and mash up the 
pulp with a fork. Wash the rice thoroughly 
and place in a saucepan together with the 
fried Onion and Tomato pulp; season very 
lightly. Allow all to cook together till the Rice 
is well swollen; stir frequently to prevent 
sticking, and add more of the stock if the 
mixture is inclined to become dry. About ten 
minutes before serving add tile grated cheese 
and mix well in. Serve piled tip on a hot dish 
and garnish with the rest of the Tomatoes 
nicely grilled. Home Cookery. 

Garden Swedes. One of the most useful 
vegetables which i hnvo been able to " pit ” 
ouceessfully this winter Itat been the garden 
Swede. A moderate-sized bed, from a compara¬ 
tively small packet of seed, yielded enough 
Swedet to last until well into April. Now ia 
the time to sow in drills, very thinly, and 
with room between to avoid the necessity of 
much subsequent thinning. Everyone who re¬ 
gards soup3 with favour should not forget ttie 
value of a few rows of Swedes.—W. F. I). 


THE ANCIENT ART OF BREAD¬ 
MAKING. 

The art of bread-making is among the 
most ancient of culinary arts. The 
ancients made their bread as most primi¬ 
tive tribes still do by simply forming -a 
cake of flour and water and baking on a 
hot stone. Bread made in this way is 
toothsome and is suiterior from a health 
standpoint to our bakers’ loaves. The 
negroes of the South make delicious Corn 
bread, “ hoe cake,” by baking the cakes 
on a board before an open fire. To be 
really wholesome, bread should be made 
of the whole grain. Besides iron, lime, 
and other necessary salts, the bran con¬ 
tains a rich supply of vitamines, which 
are lacking in the fine flour. 

The art of baking has doubtless been of 
great service to the human race. Never¬ 
theless, recent observations made by the 
famous ITofessor von Noordeu and other 
medical authorities would seem to indi¬ 
cate that the baking of cereals, to some 
degree, lessens their nutritive value. It 
is known that vitamines are of Ihc highest, 
value in maintaining the nutrition of tlie 
body, and it has been shown that a high 
temperature destroys the yitamincs.—Good 
Health. 
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OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

THE GREAT PILE WORT 
(Ficabia cranwflora). 

Tins handsome and showy plant is classed 
in some books ns a form of onr common 
Pilewort, but in the garden it is quite dis¬ 
tinct in size and nil ways. I brought it from 
France many years ago and gave the first 
plants in cultivation about London to 
Roliert Parker at Tooting. It is a very 
early, bold flower, which should be placed 
on sunny banks in poor soil, but will grow 
in any, and in certain woody spots might 
be naturalised. It is common in S. France, 
Is quite hardy, and of easy increase. 


winter and spring without protection of 
any kind, as I had always imagined that 
it was tender. Probably it is more a 
matter of suitable soil, good drainage, and 
thorough ripening than actual tempera¬ 
ture. Not a foot away from the blue 
Chilian Crocus is a plant of Gentlana 
verna, which is also now in flower. In 
colour the two are identical. —Clarence 
Elliott, (Stevenage. 


HARDY FLOWER NOTES. 
Aconituus. — All the members of the 
Monkshood family that I am acquainted 
with are free-growing, and, when well 
established, require no more care than to 


flowers is very pleasing. It also lasts 
much longer in bloom. It is one of those 
things that should be, in some degree, 
isolated, as, crowded by other tilings, it 
loses half its decorative value. There is 
also a white variety of this which has 
some value. The largest of the family is 
A. miniatum, quite a noble, hardy plant 
growing over (j feet high, a tine thing for 
the herbaceous border as a companion to 
Phloxes, perennial Asters, etc. A. Fischeri 
| inis large flowers, A. japonicum is good, 
and A. antumnale should not be omitted, 
as it blooms when there is not too mueii 
variety in the outdoor garden. Among the 
yellows A. orientate is good. These 
Monkshoods are useful garden plants, as 



Flowers of the Pilewort (Ftcaria, grandiflora) in a bronze bowl. 


Flowers were so few this spring that I 
brought a few into the house. W. 


The blue Chilian Crocus (Teeophylipa 
Cyanocrocue) in the moraine. — Thk 
glorious little bulb has proved hardy in the 
open here. I planted a bulb of it in my 
limestone moraine two summers ago, and 
then forgot where I had put it. A few 
days ago (May Gtli), In passing the moraine, 
I noticed a pa tell of vivid blue, and at 
first thought it was Gentiana verna. To 
iny delight I found it was tiie blue Chilian 
Crocus. The plant has evidently increased 
since I planted it, as there are three shoots 
above ground in a 3-inch triangle, two of 
them flowering', and the third with leaves 
only. I am very pleased to find that the 
Plant has lived' through the past severe 
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be kept free from weeds. The old A. ; 
Napellus will live and thrive in partial 
shade, and where it is in company with 
stronger vegetation. For some years I 
have had some plants in what would be 
considered a very bad position, in a great 
measure smothered by trees and big Black 
Currant bushes, and they are quite at 
home. They came there in quite an acci¬ 
dental way, and as they are useful for 
furnishing cut blooms they have not been 
disturbed. I do not know of any other 
flowering plant that would flourish under 
similar conditions. The variety bicolor is 
a charming thing and well deserving of 
liberal culture, which it should have if its 
worth is to be realised. It has a more 
branching inflorescence than the type, and 
the mixture of blue and white in the 


they give a good return for a small a 
of care. 

Androsace sarmentosa. —Early in De¬ 
cember I put panes of glass on my plants, 
where they remained until the middle of 
March, the weather being so wot. There 
was a free current of air under tiie glass, 
so that the protection from frost was very 
slight, the soil in which they grow being 
frozen as hard ns a brick. I was much 
surprised, when the glass was taken oil’, to 
see that in spite of the prolonged severe 
winter, growth had been made continu¬ 
ously. When covered the crowns were 
pushing up, the outside leaves beiug dis¬ 
coloured, hut during the winter the crowns 
developed and were, when uncovered, balls 
of silvery-white foliage, the discoloured 
portion having quite disappeared. Had It 
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been a mild winter I should not have been 
so much surprised, but it is the flrst time 
X have known an alpine plant to continue 
it? development during a prolonged, ex¬ 
ceptionally hard winter. This Androsaee 
is worth growing for its foliage effect 
alone. 

Anemone blanda was later than usual 
this year in coming into bloom, but ex¬ 
panded flowers were open in the severest 
weather. In spite of upwards of thirty de¬ 
grees of frost, bitter winds, and driving 
snowstorms they responded to the influence 
of an hour or two of sunshine. This 
Anemone is a plant for every garden. 

Dwarf perennial Asters.—O n account 
of the value which they possess for autumn 
decoration and their easy culture, Michael¬ 
mas Daisies are indispensable and largely 
grown. There is, however, a section of 
this family which is not so much in evi¬ 
dence, the members of which arc, on ac¬ 
count of their dwarf, compact habit, of 
much value to the owners of small and 
medium-sized gardens, the owners of which 
naturally wish for as much variety as 


WINTER PROTECTION OF BORDER 
PLANTS. 

Various opinions arc expressed from time 
to time as to the advisability of winter 
protection for hardy, or so-called hardy, 
plants, but in the majority of cases i 
nothing is done in that direction. We go 
on, possibly, for many years until there 
comes a season like that of 1S95 or 1917, | 
which proves too much for them, and we 
have cause to regret that precautions were 
not taken. It is the more regrettable be- ( 
cause very little trouble is necessary in 
making such protection effective; just a j 
thick mulch over the stools and preferably 
something that will not blow about and 
that can he scattered over the border or 
incorporated in the same when not re¬ 
quired, ns rough leaf-soil, spent Mushroom- 
bed manure, peat Moss, or Hop manure. I 
find border Chrysanthemums and Fuchsias 
arc badly hit. Fortunately, so far as the 
first-named are concerned, there is a small 
supply in pots to take their place, hut it 
will be difficult to replace the Fuchsias. 
Iu tlie case of a few old clumps of Ohrys- 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Climber for wall.— As a reader of your 
paper I shall feel much obliged if you can, in 
your columns, advise me as to the most suit¬ 
able creeper to cover a low wall under the 
glass of a conservatory. It is very hot in 
summer. I would prefer something which 
flowers.—W aluno. 

[The American Honeysuckle (L. semper- 
virens) if a summer flower is desired, or 
the Japanese Honeysuckle. If a spring- 
floweriug shrub would do there is a fuller 
choice.] 

Raking beds.— Many allotment gar¬ 
deners are finding that gardening is not 
such plain sailing as they fondly imagined. 
The other night I was watching one of 
them endeavouring to rake a seed lied, and, 
along with a few stones, lie had a wheel¬ 
barrowful of soil from tlie surface of the 
bed. It is safe to say that, in addition, 
lie had raked out a considerable propor¬ 
tion of the seeds. Raking, like digging, is 
not tlie simple operation it appears to be 
to the onlooker. Apart from levelling the 
soil, 1 deprecate tlie use of the rake. 



Part of a group of the Pilewort (Ficaria grandiflora). (See page 273.) 


possible. These iierennial Asters range 
from 1 j feet to 4 feet iu height and are, 
therefore, just the thing for the borders 
that one so often sees in villa gardens, 
which are of no great width and contain a 
mixed collection of hardy plants, tender 
plants, and annuals, and which often have 
a very pleasing appearance. Aster Amelins 
is pretty well known. It grows about 
4 feet high and is a very effective garden 
plant. Ferry’s Favourite, its counterpart 
in all hut colour, which its a nice shade of 
pink, is very good. Punctntus is a valuable 
species not much exceeding 2 feet and 
which lias the merit of blooming over a 
period of two or three months, and is 
charming. A. dumosus is but 1 foot in 
height, A. ericoides grows 2] feet high and 
lias a very compact Heath-like habit. A. 
Thomsoni, pale blue, blooms freely and 
continuously for several months when in 
fairly rich ground, and A. ptarmicoides, 
1 foot, is also good. There are others, but 
these are good and very useful where tlie 
tall-growing kinds are inadmissible. 

J. X'ORNHILL. 
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anthemums that have remained undis¬ 
turbed in tlie same position for live or six 
years, forming, in fact, a sort of summer 
hedge or screen, I find occasionally some 
live hits which, with a little coaxing, will 
come round and flower successfully another 
autumn. This is noticeable with Julie 
Lagravere, still oue of the hardiest of the I 
border kinds, as it is the best of its colour, 
and a sort familiar in gardens for many 
years known as Cottage Pink. Most of the 
old clumps of Antirrhinum in tlie open 
border are (lead, but this Is no particular 
loss, as seedlings raised early will flower 
the same season. I see a few plants in an 
old rubble wall have come through safely, 
which empliaslses the protective character 
necessary to keep the collar of the plant 
from coining into contact with hard, frozen 
soil. The half-hardiness of another popu¬ 
lar border plant, the rentstemon, or that 
section known as florists’ varieties, is now 
so well recognised that it is treated as an 
annual and raised from seeds in the spring 
or from cuttings in the autumn. E. B. S. 

Hardwick. 


There is far too much needless raking in 
many guldens, this only resulting in a 
super-excellent seed-led for weeds.—A 
Scottish Gaiiof.ner. 

Anemone stellata.— It is said that this Wind¬ 
flower cannot be relied upon to pass through 
a severe winter; and this allegation may some¬ 
times prejudice intending planters against it. 
Some years ago a large number was planted 
here in various exposures, and the winter 
through which we have passed may be taken 
as having provided a sufficiently severe test of 
its hardiness. On looking round. I find that at 
practically every station they are coming up 
freely, and, as the season is an exceptionally 
late one, no doubt the few colonies not yet 
visible will put in an appearance before long. 
—W. Med. 

Pulmonarias.— If not among the choicest of 
spring flowers, yet a few of the newer kinds of 
Pulmonarias are not without- value in the 
hardy-flower borders were it for nothing else 
than to relieve the prevailing tone of yellow 
given by the variotts kinds of Narcissi. Pul¬ 
monarias will succeed almost in any soil or 
exposure, but if wanted early a sunny, not 
too rich position will be found to suit them 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom May 8th. — Forsythias, Ribcs sangui- 
ni'um (in variety), R. aureum, Bcrbcris Dar¬ 
in ni, B. Aquifolium, B. japonica, Primus 
Amygdalus (common Almond) t P. Ccrasus 
sinensis pendula rosea, Purus Mains flori- 
bnnda, Magnolia conspicua, M. Soulangcana, 
M. stcllata, Viburnum rhytidopliyllum, Garrya 
elliptica, Andromeda polifolia, Daphne 
Cneorum, Erica australis, E. mediterranea 
hybrida, E. c.arnca (in variety), Narcissus (in 
great variety). Fritillaria imperialis (Crown 
Imperial), F. Meleagria (in variety). Tulips (in 
variety). Hyacinths (in variety), Sisyrinchium 
grandijloriim , Chionodoxas (in variety), Pusch- 
kinia scilloides, Scillas (in variety). Iris lacus- 
tris, I. stylosa, Romuleas, Anemone coronaria, 
A. nemorosa (in variety), A. Robinsoniana, A. 
apcnnina, A. ranunculoidcs, A. thalictroides, 
A. Pulsatilla (Pasque-flower), Primulas (in 
variety), Pulmonaria angustifolia azurea, P. 
officinalis , Cardamine digitata, Physochlaina 
oriental is, Mertensia virginica, Syntliyris reni- 
formis, Ouriaia coccinea, Androsacc Cliamae- 
jasme. Saxifrages (in great variety), Draba 
Aisoon, D. brunixfolia, Morisia hypogaea, 
Armeria coespitosa, Potcntilla alba, Aubrietias 
(in great variety), double and single Arabia, 
Alyssum aaxatile. Auriculas, Polyanthus (in 
variety). Viola gracilis, Sweet Violets (in 
variety), Tufted Pansies (in variety). Forget- 
me-nots, Caltha polypetala, Wallflowers, An- 
chum myosotidiflora, Muscari (Grape Hya¬ 
cinths (in variety), Erythroniums (Dog's-tooth 
Violets) (in variety), Omphalodes cappadocica. 

The week’s work.— At the time of writing 
(her© lias been very little rainfall for several 
weeks, and though the ground is still moist 
enough below for established plants, those with 
no deep roots are suffering. Many plants in 
(he roek garden, especially those recently put 
out, require watering daily. Water applied in 
the evening docs most good. The rock garden 
now requires much attention. Car© must be 
taken that the strong-growing plants do not 
overgrow t he choicer alpines. Aubrietias are 
now a pleading feature. As they go out of 
flower they will in places be cut back. The re¬ 
sulting growth will then, when sufficiently 
hardened, be available for cuttings, which will 
be dibbled into 3 inch pots filled with sandy 
soil, five or six in each pot. The pots are 
placed in a cold frame, keeping it close and 
shaded until roots are formed. In making 
Aubrietia cuttings do not remove the flower- 
buds, but allow them to develop, as this has 
a material effect upon their otriking freely. 
As soon a.s the young growths of alpine 
Phloxes are sufficiently hardened they will be 
secured for cuttings and treated in the same 
way as Aubrietias. 

Primroses.— In these gardens it is necessary 
to divide and replant these at brief intervals 
in order to obtain the best results. The best 
time to do this is directly the flowers are over. 
In planting set the divided portions rather 
deeper than were the old plants. All the 
attention they will require consists in water¬ 
ing freely in dry weather. Bunch Primroses 
(Polyanthus) raised from seed sown in boxes 
are ready for pricking cut into nursery be-ls 
on a cool border. There are now many fine 
strains which come fairly true from seed. The 
present is a suitable time to sow seeds in a 
cool spot out-of-doors. Myosotis (Forget-me- 
not) may be sown at- the same time. The 
plants do quite well if sown on a bed of fine 
•oil in the open air. but 1 prefer to raise them 
in boxes in a cold frame, os the seeds usually 
germinate more freely when eo treated. Ane¬ 
mone coronaria seeds may now be sown for 
supplying flowering plants next year. The 
seed beds should be prepared where the plants 
are to remain and flower, therefore the ground 
should be in a fairly good condition and well 
tilled. Sow the seeds thinly in drills 9 inches 
apart. The seeds can be more evenly and 
readily distributed if they are mixed with par¬ 


tially dry sand. 

As the Forsythias pass out of blocm they re¬ 


quire, in whatever form they are grown. 6ome 
annual pruning’. The shoots made now and 
those that result from this pruning will fur¬ 
nish the flowering wood for another year. The 
flower-shoots of this should be e, 
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back to three or four buds, and any pruning 
required may be done at the same time. 
Forsytliia 6uspenea and F. viridissima thrive 
here planted in the open in sheltered positions, 
and have not been injured by the recent 
severe winter. In very cold districts they re¬ 
quire the shelter of a wall. As wall plants, 
the shoots should be nailed in loosely. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall Gardens, Oundle, Nortliants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 

Pot Vines.—When the Grapes begin to colour 
cease giving stimulants and rely on clear tepid 
water to supply the needs of the roots in 
regard to moisture. As the colouring pro¬ 
gresses gradually reduce the supply of atmo¬ 
spheric moisture by ceasing to syringe and 
damping down less often during the day. At 
the finish the temperature should be gradually 
lowered, and when fully ripe a day and night 
temperature of 60 degs. and 50 degs. will 
suffice, with abundant ventilation in the day¬ 
time. 

Early vinery.—When the first few berries are 
seen to be changing colour a final watering of 
the inside border— i.e., if its condition will 
allow of its being done without causing a 
saturated condition of the soil—should be 
given. This should suffice to carry the Vines 
over the colouring period or until the Grapes 
are ripe. Liquid-manure may be given on 
this occasion, but not afterwards. Ventilate 
early on bright mornings at the apex and the 
front also as the day wears on. This latter 
should consist of merely a chink to start with, 
increasing it in a corresponding degree a6 the 
colouring proceeds. When this stage is reached 
a slight, amount of ventilation may be left on 
both at the top and front of the house through¬ 
out the night, but until such is the case the 
front air should be shut off in the afternoon. 
Keep a look out for red-spider, and if any are 
present either vaporise the vinery with a 
proper vaporiser or otherwise resort to the old- 
time practice of painting the pipes with a mix¬ 
ture of sulphur water and a little soft soap 
added to render it more easy to apply to the 
pipes. This is best done with a brush. The 
pipes should be heated to about 160 degs., or 
until the hand cannot be held upon them. The 
best time to paint the pipes is after sundown, 
so the pipes should be heated to the requisite 
degree in advance. After the vinery is well 
filled with the fumes of the sulphur shut down 
the valves and allow the surplus heat to pass 
into other or adjacent houses. Wash the pipes 
clean the following morning. If any of the 
insects, on examining the foliage, are found to 
he alive, repeat the sulphuring the following 
evening. A light attack can be got rid of by 
simply sponging the affected leaves with warm 
soapy water. 

Early Tigs.—As the fruits approach the 
ripening stage the amount of overhead syring¬ 
ing must be reduced, otherwise decay will set 
in. As compensation for loss of moisture im¬ 
parted by these means, damping of the foot¬ 
paths and surface borders should be continued 
until the fruits begin to ripen generally, when 
it must perforce be abandoned. As regards 
'•he roots, their wants must be attended to in 
the same way as before, as the supply of water 
must in no wise be restricted. 

Second house.—Here the fruits will be swell¬ 
ing apace, and as soon as they come into 
flower, which period as has before been men¬ 
tioned, is denoted by the eyes on the apex of 
the fruits opening slightly, syringing of the 
trees must for the time be abandoned. Once 
this stage is passed, of which indication is 
given by the orifices closing, syringing can 
then be oafely resumed, and, if necessary, the 
crops forced on towards maturity. For this 
purpose sun heat- will now T play an important 
part, and if the house is closed as early as 
may be compatible with safety it will render 
the employment cf much fire heat at night 
unnecessary. 

I«ate house.—Influenced by the warmer 
weather and bright sunshine the trees are 
now well on the move and the fruits visibly 
swelling. An excellent crop is showing. As 
these trees will carry but one crop, they 
should not, unless necessary, be hurried and 


run the risk of inducing a second crop to 
show on the current season’s growth later on. 
All weak shoots should be pulled off and those 
of stronger growth thinned and regulated, so 
that they have ample space for developing, 
and finally become thoroughly ripened with¬ 
out crowding taking place. Ventilate abun¬ 
dantly during the day, and close at night for 
the present as a precautionary measure. 
When the season becomes more advanced the 
ventilators may be left open throughout the 
night. The border should receive ample sup¬ 
plies of water, and if the trees are well estab¬ 
lished or aged afford diluted liquid-manure. 

Onions.—The plants, under the influence of 
siinheat, are at last pushing through the soil, 
and will now grow apace. Advantage should 
be taken of the fact to run the hoe through 
the soil between the row6, blit exercise care 
when doing so, and on no account disturb the 
planto. A little soot, not in too fresh a state, 
may be sprinkled on the soil afterwards. This 
may be repeated at not too frequent intervale. 
The same treatment should be accorded plants 
which have been raised under glass and set 
out as advised. 

Autumn-sown Onions.—These are now get¬ 
ting a good grip of the soil, and are growing 
away nicely. To stimulate growth sprinkle a 
little sulphate of ammonia between the rows, 
not exceeding 1 oz. per square yard, and hoe it 
into the soil. 

Parsnips. -These, like the preceding, are 
now visible above ground, and should be dealt 
with iu a similar manner. Attend to maincrop 
Carrots in the same way when well above 
ground. 

Late Broccoli, etc.—Seed of the Broccolis 
should now be sown in drills 9 inches to 
12 inches apart, and be protected from birds 
by straining netting over the plot afterwards. 
As it is doubtful whether time and labour will 
allow' of the plants when large enough beiug 
pricked out before they are planted in their 
permanent quarters, the seed should not be 
sown too thickly in the row’s. Late Drum¬ 
head Savoy and London Rosette Colewort 
should now be sow’n at the same time. 

Lettuces. -The sowing and raising of an 
ample supply of both the Cos and Cabbage 
varieties should now’ have attention, as the de¬ 
mand for both will be great for a long time 
to come. At present, the thimfings may be 
transplanted, but as summer advances it does 
not pay to do so, consequently sowing should 
be done more frequently, saturating the soil 
after the drills are drawn should the weather 
be very dry. 

Trench Beans.—If nod already done, the 
first sowing may now take place, selecting a 
sheltered piece of ground for them. An early 
variety should be chosen, and do no-t sow too 
close together. The rows may be from 
18 inches to 24 inches apart, according to 
space at command. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Peaches.—When swelling, Peaches require 
abundance of water at the roots, and only 
close observation and experience will tell the 
grower when the trees need it. If watering be 
necessary more frequently than usual, it is a 
good 6ign, for the roots are in a healthy con¬ 
dition and have good drainage and open soil. 
When the fruit commences to ripen give an 
abundance of air, so that the flavour of the 
fruits is improved. Tie in the young growths, 
especially those which shade the fruit, and the 
leaves which cover the fruits should be fast¬ 
ened to one side while the fruits are colouring. 
Trees in succession houses should be kept tied, 
and no more wood laid in than is absolutely 
necessary. Pleaty of room should be given for 
the development of the foliage. In dull 
weather an atmospheric temperature of from 
60 degs. to 65 degs. is maintained. The final 
thinning of the bunches of mid-season Grapes 
should be done before the berries become too 
crowded. After the final thinning of the 
berries the border may be given a good dress¬ 
ing of rich farmyard manure, and the manu- 
rial properties washed thoroughly into it with 
tepid water. Watering should be discontinued 
as the fruits approach the ripening stage, and 
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a chink of air left on the top ventilators at 
night. 

Melons.—When the earliest fruits commence 
to ripen, the atmoephere of the house ehould 
he kept cooler and drier, and a constant circu¬ 
lation of air maintained. Do not withhold 
water too eoon or the flavour of the fruite will 
be impaired, but etimulante ehould not be 
given at this stage. The flavour is much im¬ 
proved if the fruite are placed in a cool room 
for two or three days before being cent to 
table. A batch of plants ehould be ready to 
replace the old ones as soon as the fruits are 
cut. Thoroughly cleanse the house before re¬ 
planting. A batch of plants may now bo 
raised for planting in a cool pit. Hero of 
Locking© is a variety of good constitution and 
very suitable for frame culture. Make a 
hotbed of ©table litter and leaves, and see that 
it is quite firm. The beet rooting medium is 
loam to which has been added a good 
sprinkling of mortar rubble. This, too, must 
be rammed firm. If the loam is poor add bone- 
meal at the rate of a 7-inch potful to a barrow¬ 
load of soil. Except when the plants are in 
flower, the pit should be closed early in the 
afternoon after a good syringing. Cover with 
mats during the night, and occasionally add 
fresh material round the outside of the pit to 
maintain a steady heat of about 70 degs. 
Open the lights early on fine mornings to let 
rank gases escape before the sun has time to 
injure the plants. 

Brussels Sprouts that were pricked out 
from the earliest sowing have been planted in 
their permanent quarters. The rows are 3 feet 
apart, with a distance* between each plant of 
2 feet 6 inches. Each plant was carefully lifted 
with a ball of 6oil attached to the roots, and 
the noil made firm about the roots when plant¬ 
ing. afterwards giving a good watering. 

Cauliflowers recently planted out have 
needed frequent waterings, as dryness at the 
roots usually results in stunted growth and the 
plants bolting. The aim should be to grow 
these plants without a check from start to 
finish. Another small sowing of Early Giant 
mid Autumn Giant will be made, as these 
varieties, provided they are lifted during 
November and placed in cold frames, will 
furnish a supply of small heads of first-rate 
quality up till mid-winter. When the young 
plants of 

Scarlet Runners sown in boxes are a few 
inches hi^li they will be planted out in 
trenches prepared for them by digging in 
plenty of decomposed manure. They will be 
protected from cold wind© with Spruce 
branches. Slugs also must bo guarded against, 
the best deterrent being a dusting of hot lime 
applied in the early morning. A sowing will 
now be made in the open. The rows should 
not be Ices than 7 feet apart, choosing rich 
soil for this crop. The climbing Butter Beans 
and other varieties may also be 6own now. 

Maincrop Onions have come through the 
soil well. A dressing of soot and wood ashes 
has been afforded and the Dutch hoe passed 
between the rows. The 

Thinning of crops should be attended to as 
eoon as the seedlings are large enough. One 
of the greatest mistakes in the cultivation of 
vegetables ie overcrowding. Especially does 
this apply to Peas and Beans, which are often 
sown and permitted to grow too thickly, the 
consequence being the plants crowd each other, 
and the yield is poor and of short duration. 
All ©mall crops, as Onions, Parsnips, Turnips, 
Beet, Lettuce, etc., ehould be thinned out 
twice. Keep the ground 6tirred between the 
lines with a Dutch hoe, and duet over the 
ground frequently, but lightly, with fresh soot, 
which is not only one of the best etimulante 
at this season, but protects the above-named 
crops from birds and other pests. 

Tomatoes for planting in the open are now 
in cold frames, which are given plenty of air, 
with the lights drawn off during the day. 
Each plant is secured to a 6take and over¬ 
crowding avoided. Planting out will be com¬ 
menced shortly. The soil should be pressed 
very firmly about the balls and water care¬ 
fully afforded till the roots have taken posses¬ 
sion of the new soil. Remove all laterals as 
fast as they appear, keeping the plants to one 
stem. ^ F. W. Gallop. 

Digitized by CjOO^lC 


SCOTLAND. 

Potato-planting.—Under the most favour¬ 
able conditions, as regards weather, much pro¬ 
gress has been made during the week with the 
planting of Potatoes. While in normal times 
some prejudice may exist as to the advisabi¬ 
lity of dibbling in the sets, yet it cannot be 
denied that when the quarter has been 
manured and dug during winter, this prac¬ 
tice is much more speedy than any other. The 
only point in this connection is to see that 
the implement has a blunt end in order that 
the seed tuber w r hen dropped into the hole 
may rest on the bottom. If a pointed tool be 
used there is bound to lie a cavity beneath the 
seed in which water may collect. I have 
always found Potatoes put in by this method 
do quite as well as those planted in drills or 
dug in. The varieties handled at this time in¬ 
cluded Sir John Llewellyn, Great Scot, King 
Edward VII., and Arran Chief. This com¬ 
pletes Potato-planting in the garden, but 
there remains a large breadth to be attended 
to, which, however, will be put in by horse 
labour. 

Carrots.—A good bed of Carrots Vas sown 
during the week, the variety being Long Red 
Surrey. In view of the fact that Carrots are 
in this district a precarious crop, special pre¬ 
cautions were taken in preparing the seed bed. 
A large quantity of fine soil from various 
sources was put through a riddle of i-inch 
mesh, and, after a proportionate amount of 
sand was added, sufficient 6oot to colour the 
whole was added, and the mixture was 
thoroughly incorporated by turning a few 
times. Lines were then drawn 14 inches apart, 
and along each line holes were made with a 
crowbar to the depth of 9 inches and at in¬ 
tervals of 7 inches. These holes were then 
filled firmly with the mixture above alluded 
to, and half a dozen oee-ds were sown on each 
station. A light dusting of soot was then scat¬ 
tered ever the surface, and then the bed was 
raked level. This method certainly entails a 
good deal of trouble, but if followed, fairly re¬ 
liable crops can be grown in districts infested 
by the Oarrot-fly. When germination takes 
place periodical dustings with soot will be 
found advantageous, and the seedlings ohould 
be thinned at an early stage, leaving the 
strongest. 

Beet.—Should extra fine roots be desired, 
the plan adopted above can be recommended 
in the ca-ce of Bee»t. If, however, a light and 
free quarter which has not been recently 
manured is available, seeds may bo sown in 
shallow drills without any danger of the roots 
being coaree or forked. While I prefer to 
delay the bulk of the sowing until the second 
week in May. a few lines were, nevertheless, 
got out in the course of the week—the old, but 
still good, variety Nutting’s Dwarf being pre¬ 
ferred at this time. 

Cauliflowers, both autumn-sown and those 
raised in heat during the present season, have 
now been put out. It is advisable when plant¬ 
ing these rather delicate (at this eeason) plants 
that a drill 3 inches or 4 inches deep be drawn 
with the hoe, and in this the plants are to a 
considerable extent sheltered. In addition 
should the nights be oold, or should frost 
threaten, flower-pots ought to be inverted over 
them. Light dustings of soot from time to 
time will not only stimulate growth, but, in 
addition, will prevent slugs doing damage. 

Peas from pots were at the same time put 
out. These are of the dwarf varieties, and, 
although but little staking is necessary, yet 
it is as well at the time of planting to place 
Spruce tips on either side of the rows, not no 
much for support as for shelter. Further suc- 
cessional sowinge were made. Alderman, of 
robust growth and a very fine podder, ie a 
favourite. The 6eeds, too, are of good flavour, 
and the variety is not liable to be affected 
with mildew. Being of a branching habit, thin 
sowing ie advised, or, ehould it be necessary 
owing to the presence of vermin to oow rather 
thickly, let superfluous oeedlings be removed 
at an early stage. These can be transplanted 
ehould it be necessary. 

Broad Beans. — Rucceesional sowings of 
Broad Beans were at the same time made. 
Preference is now given to the Windsor varie¬ 
ties, Taylor’s Broad Windsor being a good 


cropper, and possessing good colour and 
flavour. 

Cucumbers.—Seeds of Cucumbers—Telegraph 
and Tender and True—were sown in the course 
of the week. Plante from this sowing are 
useful for planting out in cold frames after 
such things as Celery or bedding plants have 
been put out at the end of the month. The 
frames may be correctly described as cold 
frames, for, although hotbeds were put in 
early in the season, the heat at that time will 
have gone. Nevertheless, Cucumbers succeed 
perfectly well during the summer and early 
autumn in such conditions and produce plenty 
of fruite. 

Vegetable Marrows. -When Vegetable Mar¬ 
rows are to be grown iu the open, it is, I 
think, unwise to sow 6eede too early. The 
young plants are apt to be knocked about, 
and at times, perhaps, rather neglected in re¬ 
spect of regular repotting, which is as neces¬ 
sary in the case of Marrows as in that of 
Melons if success is to follow. Therefore, 
while a few plants for early work are already 
available, the main sowing was delayed until 
now. The varieties grown are the old 6orte— 
Long White and Long Green—which in ordi¬ 
nary seasons provide plenty of Marrows. 

Shrubberies.—Following the usual practice 
at this season, a look round was given among 
the shrubs. It is regrettable to notice from 
correspondence in these columns that in many 
place© the winter has dealt severely with the 
occupants of the chrubbery. Chiefly owing to 
our comparatively mild climate, and no doubt 
to our proximity to the sea. no losses of any 
importance have eo far been observed. Flower¬ 
ing Ghrubs of all kinds, including Rhododen¬ 
drons, Azaleas, Barberries, Lilacs, Deutzias. 
Spiraeas, Byringas, and others of a similar 
nature, are well 6et with budG. Kalmia lati- 
folia is not, perhaps, quite so free as is gener¬ 
ally tho case, but, taken all round, there is a 
promise of a fine display. Ribes in variety are 
highly attractive just at present. The varie¬ 
gated Aucuhas, it may be mentioned, have not 
suffered in the slightest, degree from the severe 
winter. 

New Zealand Flaxes and Pampas Grasses, 

too, as well as Bamboos, have com© through 
without injury from frost or snow. Now is a 
good time to plant Bamboos, and where con¬ 
ditions are favourable they increase rapidly. 
Pampas Grasses, also, may be successfully 
divided now. W. McGuffog. 

Balmae Gardena, Kirkcudbright. 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

May 8th, 1917. 

An exhibition of much excellence mul 
variety was brought together on the occa¬ 
sion of the fortnightly meeting held on the 
above-named date. In its fulness, the 
quality of the exhibits, and the congested 
condition of the gangways it. was reminis¬ 
cent of many an old-time Drill Hall 
gathering. Reducing the number of tables 
by one and extending the remainder would, 
apparently, do much to relieve the conges¬ 
tion referred to, and enable both Fellows 
and visitors to inspect the exhibits. Main 
features of the exhibition were the ex¬ 
hibits of alpines, flowering shrubs, Roses, 
Carnations, and Narcissi. The vegetable 
collection from Reading also demonstrated 
the variety and high excellence available 
when these are undertaken on special lines. 
The exhibit, while highly attractive, was 
of teaching value also. 

ALPINE AND HARDY PLANTS. 

These, from Messrs. R. Tucker and 
Sons, claimed immediate attention, rare 
and choice subjects being freely staged. 
Here were seen the lovely Daphne rupes- 
tris In two forms, large and small 
flowered, while rich and pale coloured re¬ 
spectively, Geum reptans (rich golden), 
Asperula suberosa (pinky tubes on woolly 
mounds of leaves), Douglasia prsetutiana 
and D. vitallna (golden and yellow 
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flowered resi>ectively, and not an inch 
high), and Ranunculus bllobus (white). 
Viburnum Carlesi was very beautiful. In 
an interesting lot from Messrs. R. W. Wal¬ 
lace and Co. the brilliant Tulipa Clusiana 
was one of the more showy things, the 
glossy black Frltillaria obliqua, one of the 
more interesting, and the new Chinese 
Primulas, sino-purpurea and cliionanthn, 
certainly the finer novelties. The first- 
named, of rich purple tone with white eye, 
gained an Award of Merit. Apart from 
these were some new Irises, hybrids of 
orchioides, Warleyensis, and others akin, 
but which as yet have not received dis¬ 
tinctive names. Mr. George Kerswell, St. 
Thomas, Exeter, had a rich display of the 
flowers of Gentinna acaulis, more intense 
and brilliant than is usual for that unique 
old garden plant. An extensive exhibit 
from Mr. G. W. Miller contained a lnrge 
variety of the old - fashioned garden 
flowers which appeal to all, including Poly¬ 
anthuses (single and double), Primroses, 
Tufted Pansies, Crown Imperials, Mus- 
caris, and the like, all showy, easily 
grown, and hardy. Mr. Clarence Elliott 
confined his attention to hybrid Primulas 
—I’, viseosa and other species—the hybrids 
showing a goodly range of colour and size 
of flower. In an extensive lot from Mr. 
G. Reuthe there were pins of Narcissus 
triundrus albus, of the rare Calypso bore¬ 
alis, and groups of a richly-coloured 
Primula Julia?. Ranunculus rutwfolius 
(white) and the fragrant Matthiola Vule- 
slana (a miniature bush of a few inches 
high, having heliotrope shade of flowers) 
were also noted. In shrubby plants, the 
rare miniature Rhodothawnus Chaune- 
cistus (with pinkish-coloured, salver- 
shaped flowers) was quite an attraction, 
not less so Rhododendron oleiefolium (in 
effect like a richly-coloured R. racemosum, 
but with distinct foliage). Very fine, too, 
was a big bush of Viburnum Carlesi, 
carrying a load of its white, fragrant, 
wuxy-looking flower-trusses. 

ROSES. 

These were beautiful, not least notice¬ 
able being a fine group of Paul’s Scarlet 
Climber, from the raisers, Messrs. Win. 
Paul and Soli. Young plants, IS inches 
high, grafted this year, carried.a solitary- 
truss, autumn-grafted last year and year- 
old examples all demonstrated freedom of 
growth and flowering, the group of pot 
plants creating a brilliant siiectacle in the 
dingy exhibition ball. Very fine, too, were 
the Roses from Mr. Elisha ,T. Hicks. Ou 
this occasion his new Rose Charles E. 
Shea, which last year gained the Gold 
Medal of the National Rose Society, was 
a prominent feature, a big stand of it the 
admiration of all. Well poised ou 18-iuch 
self-supporting stems, it is at once a 
variety of distinction and merit, the 
flowers, rich rose colour, long, sbaiiely, and 
fragniut. Sonning Dean is a snow-white 
cluster* variety, very pretty, with 
numerous pea-green buds peering through 
the clusters. The new- H.T. Mrs. Elisha J. 
Hicks, Climbing Hillingdon, and Mrs. 
George Norwood (all fragrant in the 
highest degree) were specially good, while 
the Crimson Princess Mary, Queen of the 
Belgians, and Joanna Bridge represented 
single-flowered sorts. A Silver Gilt Bauk- 
sian medal was awarded. In that from 
Messrs. B. R. Cant and Co., Rose du Barri, 
Fortune’s Yellow, Golden Ophelia (a de¬ 
lightful-coloured rose), Sallie (cream, 
flesh-tinted), and American Pillar were all 
excellently displayed. A brilliantly- 
coloured seedling II.T., which is of much 
promise, has not yet received a distinctive 
name. In a nice lot from Mr. George 
Prince, Flame of Fire was one of the most 
notable, its distinctive Apricot toile a great 
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attraction. Others of note were the old 
yellow Banksiau, Red Copper Brier, 
Climbing Richmond, and the fine pillar 
Rose Florence H. Veitc-h. Two pretty 
Wichuraiana varieties were noted in a 
group from Messrs. Frank Cant and Co.— 
viz., Grace and Golden Ray. Cynthia 
Forde (pink), Hugh Dickson and Itosa- 
belle Walker (reds), and Mme. E. Herriot 
were others. 

AURICULAS. 

Finer groups than were seen at the re¬ 
cently held Auricula show- were brought 
together, and attracted much attention. 
One of the foremost was that from Mr. 
J. C. Allgrove, whose tine lot of alpine 
varieties included Argus, Dean Hole, Fire¬ 
fly, Duke of York, Edith Winn, Phyllis 
Douglas, and Majestic, while of show 
varieties, George Lightbody, Buttercup, 
Mrs. Henwood, Lady Vcitch, and Heather 
Bell were notable. The remarkable single 
Primrose Evelyn Arkwright was well 
show-n. Mr. James Douglas also staged a 
notable lot of these flowers, the choicer 
things including Harrison Weir, Gordon 
Douglas, Canary Bird, A. Barker (a fine 
green-edged variety), Dean Hole, Admira¬ 
tion, and Prince Charming. Those from 
Mr. Charles Turner, though not seen in a 
good light, contained one or two excellent 
sorts, notably Mikado (a rich dark self 
with white paste), Edith (a rose-coloured 
alpine), and Golden Gem. These were in 
groups, not as single specimens. 

GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 

A tine table of Calceolarias, hybrids in 
large measure, as also others of the her¬ 
baceous set, came from Mr. Mond, Seven- 
oaks (gardener, Mr. Hall). Unfortu¬ 
nately, none of them was named. Messrs. 
H. B. May and Sons contributed Rex Be¬ 
gonias, Hippeastrums, and a great variety 
of hardy and other Ferns. Zonal Pelar¬ 
goniums from Messrs. II. Cannell and 
Sons were particularly bright and attrac¬ 
tive. Crimson Crampel and Salmon 
Crampel were two of the finer sorts, 
though Maximc Kovalesky is unequalled 
for its brilliant scarlet colour. An excel¬ 
lent strain of Sciiizanthus—Dr. Badger's 
hybrids—was staged by Messrs. Dobbie 
and Co., and gained ail Award of Merit. 
From seeds sown ou February 3rd last 
flowering plants were presented in a high 
state of perfection and In great variety, 
while notable also for the excellence of the 
flowers. Messrs. Filter contributed Clema¬ 
tises in Variety together with many shrubs 
in flower and otherwise. The feature of 
the group was the array of Rosa Hugonis, 
a Chinese species, wreathed witli single 
flowers of the size of the Dog Rose, but 
of a creamy-yellow- tone. It gained an 
Award of Merit. Fursythias and Azalea 
mollis, and others in a group from Messrs. 
William Cutbush and Sons, were asso¬ 
ciated with a delightful lot of Primula 
eoitusoides, very pretty and bright in 
colour. 

CARNATIONS. 

The chief novelties noted among these 
were Mrs. Myles Kennedy and Mephisto, 
both of the perpetual-flowering section, 
shown by Messrs. Stuart Low and Co. 
The latter has a peculiar pink and white 
variegation, which is also novel in its 
class. Apart from these, Red Ensign 
(rich scarlet) and Countess of Wilton are 
other new sorts, the former particuiarly 
good in colour. Rosalind and Highland 
Lassie (yellow ground fancy and white 
ground fancy respectively) were among 
newer sorts in Messrs. Allwood Brothers’ 
group. The most brilliant thing in Mr. 
J. C. .Tenner’s lot was Aviator (a fine rich 
scarlet). Garola and British Triumph 
were also good. 


NARCISSI. 

These were in strong force, and, con¬ 
sidering the exceptional sun heat and cold, 
parching winds, which play havoc with 
such flowers, were in fairly good condi¬ 
tion. Some beautiful novelties were 
staged by Mr. Herbert Chapman, Rye, 
whose Vintage (a large self yellow tri- 
andrus hybrid) gained an Award of Merit. 
It is very distinct. Diamond Pendant (a 
white drooping sort). Alabaster (triandrus 
hybrid). Crimson Braid (a magnificent 
poeticus), and Statuesque (a big creamy 
Leedsi) were other novelties in a nice 
assortment. Mr. W. B. Cranfield, Enfield, 
gained an Award of Merit for Helmet (a 
giant white Leedsi of enormous propor¬ 
tions). It will make a flue show flower. 
Queen of Dawn (a lovely Barri) was the 
outstanding novelty in Messrs. Barr’s 
group, with shapely, creamy - white 
perianth segments and large, flattish, ele¬ 
gantly - crimped crown. It gained an 
Award of Merit. Challenger (Barri), 
Caedman (poeticus), Indamora (lovely 
trumpet sort), Royal Lady, Yellow Prince, 
Buttercup, Incognita, and Annie Hollow-ay 
were others of note. In a goodly gather¬ 
ing from Messrs. J. R. Pearson and Sons, 
Great Warley, Mrs. Wolseley (white 
Leedsi). Scarlet Eye, Mrs. R. Sydenham, 
and Whitewell were remarked. Two good 
things from Mr. Martin Sutton, Erlcigh 
Park, w-ere w-hite Colossus anil Mont d’Or 
(a fine trumpet sort). In an extensive 
gathering from Messrs. R. H. Bath, the 
rich yellow- Buttercup (a Jonquil hybrid), 
Sarnbande (poeticus), White Knight, 
White Slave, and Inglescombe were re¬ 
marked. 

ORCHIDS. 

Dendrobium illustre var. Florence Bar¬ 
tels fa yellow'-flowered hybrid with crim¬ 
son lip) from Sir Jeremiah Column, Bart., 
gained an Award of Merit. In a group 
from Messrs. Armstrong and Brown, Odon- 
toglossum c-rispum President Wilson (a 
finely-marked sort) received a Preliminary 
Card of Commendation. Cnttleya Skin¬ 
ned alba was in specimen form very chaste 
and beautiful. Miltonia vexillaria G. D. 
Owen (rose and crimson), Brasso-Cattieya 
Shilliana (very pleasing pink throughout), 
and Odontogiossum poiyxanthum (yellow 
ground blotched red) were others of note. 
Messrs. Charleswortli had a group rich in 
Odontiodas, Odontoglossums, and Brasso- 
Oattleyas. Seleuipedium caudatum var. 
Sanders-, with Vanda suavis were noted in 
Messrs. Sander's group, while Mr. C. F. 
Waters contributed a series of Dendro- 
biunis of which D. nobile virginale and 
D. ii. nobilius were some of the best. 

VEGETABLES. 

The collection of twenty-six dishes of 
vegetables from Messrs. Sutton and Sons 
demonstrated what is possible in this 
direction. Potatoes Ringleader and May 
Queen, Snow AVhite and Satisfaction Broc- 
colis, Harbinger and April Cabbages (bulb 
nicely hearted), French Beans Tender and 
True and Masterpiece, Green Bush and 
White Bush Vegetable Marrows (ideal for 
table use), Twentieth Century Mush¬ 
rooms (perfect dishes), with Asparagus, 
Seakale, Chicory, Lettuces Golden Bail, 
White Heart, and Ideal, Rhubarb, Spinach 
Beet, Cucumbers, Radishes, and others 
were excellent. A Silver Gilt Knightian 
Medal was deservedly awarded tills fine 
collection. Dishes of new Potatoes from 
the Society’s garden at Wisley, from sets 
planted January 5th Inst, included The 
Factor, Great Scot, and Arran Chief. The 
tubers were of large size. A dozen 
baskets of old Potatoes, shown by Messrs. 
Dobbie and Co., in excellent condition, in¬ 
cluded Village Blacksmith, King Edward 
VH The Factor, and Arran Chief. 
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BEES. 

BEE-KEEPING. 

The Times recently admitted to its columns 
a contributed article on “Perplexed 
Cottagers—The Need for Authoritative 
Guidance ” in rural occupations. The 
subjects dealt with included bee-keeping 
in the following terms:— 

On bee-keeping much doubtful ad¬ 
vice is being given to an unfortunate 
peasantry. To begin bee-keeping now 
means considerable initial expendi¬ 
ture, and the risk of failure is, per¬ 
haps, greater than in any other branch 
of petite culture. Whole districts have 
been swept clear of bees by Isle of 
Wight disease, and there is a strong 
impression amongst country people 
that the experts who were called in to 
help were largely responsible for the 
spread of the disease by carrying the 
infection from hive to hive. However 
desirable a larger supply of honey may 
,be for the nation, no prudent man 
could advise a poor person to invest 
much in bees now. 

Doubtless the writer had authority for 
his statements, but for my part I, who 
have an eagle eye for anything concerning 
bees, can say I have seen no advice what¬ 
ever, good or bad, publicly given for this 
branch of rural employment. 

My contention has always been that to 
commence bee-keepingf need not mean 
“considerable initial expenditure” unless 
the tyro buys everything from a dealer's 
catalogue. This is quite unnecessary, and 
I speak from experience. There is no 
need, for instance, to buy a fitted hive 
costing anything from £1 10s. to £2 10s.. 
which obviously leaves no room for profit 
in the first season. It is by no means a 
difficult matter to make a hive. Then buy 
tlie internal fittings to meet the require¬ 
ments of a swarm, at a cost of about 15s. 
It is, however, quite possible to begin 
cheaply with bees in a straw skep, having 
a fitted suffer for it. ready to be put on 
when required. This costs just about 
15s., bees and all, though a dealer natur¬ 
ally charges a higher price for swarms 
than an amateur would. When once 
established, bees cost almost nothing. 
Further, no one would think of com¬ 
mencing in a district infested with Isle of 
Wight disease. 

The whole question of beginning may 
be summed up thus, to make sure of 
success ns far as one can. Begin modestly 
with one hive. Also get a simple book on 
the subject, or, better still, make the ac¬ 
quaintance of a practical amateur bee- 
keeper, from whom to obtain advice and 
guidance as to making a wooden hive, etc., 
obtaining flic bees, and settling them in 
I heir home safely. 

I agree that (lie Government has never 
definitely encouraged this cult, but such 
paragraphs as the above, in an important 
newspaper, do not help those who in 
their small sphere of influence are trying 
to remove many misconceptions and mis¬ 
understandings concerning this attractive, 
profitable, and simple employment. If the 
bee-keeping industry does not spread, 
fruit-growing will seriously suffer. 

_ B. It. H. 

Treatment of old hives and frames. — I 6ee 

a letter in last week's iauie advising gardeners 
to keep bees for the fertilisation of their frilit- 
treea. I wrote to our local paper to ask ad¬ 
vice on that very point, as we have the promise 
of an abundant blossom, and nearly all our 
bees died last year. Is there any society to 
whom application could be made for a swarm 
or a hive now on reasonable terme, ae the price 
1 have heard of seems prohibitive? 1 should 
be glad if full advice could be given in your 
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columns, and also if it could be told tts what 
ought to be done with the old skepe and 
frames which were in use last year. People 
seem afraid to risk expenditure, unless they 
could feel tolerably sure of a crop of honey.— 
T. D. Chute. 

[Supposing your bees died from so- 
called natural causes, such as cold, or 
damp, or starvation, all appliances—hives, 
frames, crates, etc.—need only be well 
scraped. Except in the case of starvation 
there is likely to be some honey. Extract 
this from the old brood combs, and in any 
case refit the frames with new foundation. 
It is a tiresome business, seldom satisfac¬ 
tory;*^ clean up brood frames. Shallow 
frames, extracted, may, of course, be used 
profitably again and need not be refitted. 
If, however, your bees died from Isle of 
Wight disease bum all frames, quilts, 
combs, and dead bees. Honey left behind 
is quite good for human consumption, 
though not for bees. Char the surface, 
inside aud out, of all hives and crates, 
witli a painter’s blowlamp and then print 
thoroughly all over, getting well into the 
crevices, with this solution—Calvert's 
No. 5 carbolic acid 2 parts, water 1 part. 
The ground on which the hives stood 
should be treated with lime turned in ] 

Bees in the garden. — I shall be grateful if 
you can tell me how to encourage bees in my 
garden, as I do not this year intend to keep 
even a ekep. There must be simple plants 
to put in out-of-way places or near fruit- 
treee. I am near a moor, and hope to get 
some help from the Heather bees if I could 
arrange attractions.—A gnes I. Fitzherbekt. 

[If bees are kept within two miles of 
your orchard and garden you will have no 
need to do anything to entice them into 
your domain of fruit-trees and flowers. 
They will come readily enough. If, how¬ 
ever, there are no bees within that radius, 
you cannot attract them, for the usual 
flight of a bee from its hive is reckoned at 
about two miles in search of food. I lees 
may, nevertheless, travel much further, 
but only if nectar and pollen are scarce 
iu their own locality, but obviously this is 
very much the exception in England. 
Healher only blooms in late summer (July 
to September), and it is the practice of 
liee-keepers who go iu for Heather honey 
to transport hives to the moors just for 
the flowering period, taking them back 
again afterwards. Should there he any 
bees already on the moor contiguous to 
you they will certainly visit your trees, 
etc., before the Heather comes into flower. 
A full list of bee flowers was published 
in our issue of March 24th last, which you 
will find useful.] 

Spraying fruit-trees and bees.— Is there any 
reason to suppose that, the spraying of fruit- 
trees is in any way responsible for the death 
of the been? It scema ead to think that we 
may again lose our little friends, which may 
mean so much to us this summer and autumn. 
Any hints would he valuable. T. 1). Chute, 
(irrat Huullun ltectorj. Lurid Stratton, Nur- 
lolk. 

[It is reasonable to conclude that the 
custom of spraying fruit - trees with 
poisonous liquids is dangerous to bees if 
done when the bloom is nearly or already 
open. I imagine spraying, to obtain good 
results, should be done some time before 
blooming or well after, roison on petals 
in any stage must lie Injurious to bees. If 
practised before or after blooming there 
would seem to be no danger. It ought to 
he made an offence against the law—as is 
the case, I think, in some parts of the 
U.S.A.—to spray trees with poisons at 
wrong times, in order to protect bees from 
death and beekeepers from loss, and espe¬ 
cially now that the necessary bcc is becom¬ 
ing scarce. Will not tho British Bee¬ 
keepers' Association move in the matter?— 
B. R. H,] 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


TREES AND SHRUBS. 

Cytisus after blooming (M .).—These should 
be cut back directly they have done flowering, 
and as soon as the young ehoot6 produced after 
this operation are from i inch to i inch long 
ie the time to repot them, after which do not 
expose them to direct draughts for a week or 
two, till the new roots take possession of the 
fresh soil. During the summer it is advisable 
to plunge them outdoors, taking care that they 
do not 6uffer from want of water. Give them 
an open position to allow' the wood to get well 
ripened for the next season’s blooming. 

Pruning Jasminum nudiflorum (A .).—This 
Jasmine flowers on the young wood, and if 
pruned hard a good many of the blossoms 
; would be cut away, unless the cutting-in was 
done immediately after flowering. The best 
time to prune is early in spring. By doing this 
and allowing the plant to have its own way 
long flowering 6pray« will be obtained. In 
mild seasons it often flowers in December, but 
the usual time is from the beginning to the 
end of January. It should always have a 
warm, sunny aspect, against a wall if possible. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Acetylene gas refuse (B. Bretlicricl :).—From 
an analysis of the resJdue from acetylene gas 
it has been found that the value of this pro¬ 
duct is entirely due to the lime it contains, 
other plant foods, as nitrogen, potash, and 
phosphates being absent. The lime is present 
either as slacked lime (in fresh samples) or 
carbonate of lime (mild lime) in samples which 
have been exposed to the air. It should prove 
an effective and cheap dressing for all pur- 
pcoes for which lime is recommended, and 
should be of special value on soils which are 
sour or deficient of lime or inclined to be stiff, 
and as a top-dressing for pasture. 


SHOUT REPLIES. 


Col. Bootliby .—Your best plan will be to 
write to a firm of wholesale chemists, who 
would, no doubt, be able to give you full in¬ 
struct ions. 


The Netted Iris ar.d its use in the house. 

—We regret that no acknowledgment of 
the source of (lie above note was given in 
our issue of May 5th, page 245. We now 
find that the nute, written by Hie Rev. 
Joseph Jacob, was taken from The Harden 
of March 51st, page 107, and arc sorry that 
the source was not given. 



DAVIES for BAMBOO. 

From Twigs to Yacht Masts. 

GARDEN CANES, 3ft.. 2 6 : 4ft.. 3 3, 3 6, 4 - : 

6ft., 9 •; 7ft., 10'-. All per 100. 

Tapering Bamboos. 8ft. long. 12 6; 10 ft, Ion*. 

20 - per 10(i. PRICE LIST FREE. 

A. E. DAVIES & C0., 1C4 ^DON, c k ,y c Rd - 

GARDEN NETS.--. v fl 7jr^ 

square mesh Nets bound with cords, guaranteed cover 
measured lengt h nnd width 4 square yards, any length, width 
supplied; selected weather proor stout 1-inch square mesh 
Nets, bound with cords, any size, 2Jd. square yard ; ditto, 
medium, 2d. square yard, ib supplied to Royal Gardens 
over 30 years. I am the largest Hand Krakled Net Maker 
in the United Kingdom ; ako Maker of Tennis Nets, Rick 
Covers. Greenhouse Shading:, etc. <;cods promptly 
despatched by passenger train, carriage paid, on receipt of 
order, and satis faction guaranteed; samples posted mi 
application. W. OLIVER ALLEN, Garden Net 
Works, Port hleven, Cornwall. Established 100 year* 
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NOTE ON WINTER’S EFFECTS. 

I saw in a gardening paper Hint Erica 
lusitnnica was killed at Kew this winter. 
Mine have not turned a hair, and I saw 
vours had not. I have not lost very much. 
My chief disappointment is the Pitto- 
spornms, which have caught it rather 
hadl.v, and, except P. eugenioides, they had 
stood for two years quite unscathed. 
Several, however, are more cut back than 
dorse and most of the commoner Berberis, 
and Driniys has suffered less than either 
of the two latter, as only its points are 
killed, and not all of them. Eugenia apl- 
eulata has gone after standing for seven 
years, and most of the Crlnodendrons 
are killed. Eucryphia, I am glad to see, 
Is perfectly happy. Ilex Insignia is gone, 
but this I expected. Escnllonia lnngley- 
ensis looks very sorry for itself, and also 
Ceanotlius Veitehl, both, 1 mean, away 
froni walls. That fine evergreen Ilex lati- 
folius seems to have enjoyed the winter, 
and so do the Camellias, which are now 
masses of bloom—a month behind time. If 
they could always bloom so late as this 
they would be much more useful. One or 
two rather treasured Eucalypts have 
gone, but not before they have given me 
some ripe seed, and at C feet to 10 feet a 
year we soon have something again. E. 
Guunl and the Whittingham var., and E. 
coccifera are quite ail right, and various 
others have only the foliage killed. On 
the whole, I have fared quite as well as I 
expected if we can call it a really bad 
winter. But was it? In the warmer parts 
of the garden we never exceeded 18 degs. 
of frost in the screen and 22 dpgs. on the 
lower ground. I fear Nature has much 
greater possibilities than that for us. 

Sussex. A. T. S. 


NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

Variation In Cox's Orange Pippin.— This 
has been noted by me ; but not to a greater 
extent than would be attributable to varia¬ 
tion iu aspect, soil, and stock, the last- 
named having the greatest influence.— 
Will Taylkk, Osborn Nursery, Hampton, 
Middlesex. 

lamlum Orvala seeds itself freely nearly 
always on the edge of a border. It came 
originally from Mr. Woolly Dod's garden. 
A beautiful pure white seedling is now in 
flower. This is the only variation in 
colour I have ever seen.— E. C. Buxton, 
Vtttwg-y-Cocd. 

Th# Algerian Iris (I. stylosa).—I know 
of several failures this year with this Iris. 
With me, at the foot of a south wall in a 
narrow border, It flowered well, if a little 
late. I flml the plants that grew luxuri¬ 
antly last season flowered sparsely this 
year.—H ants. 

Agio sepiaria planted ten years ago 
never flowered. On May 1st a quantity of 
hods which are just opening api>enred. 
Several plants of Olearia stellulata close 
to the Mgle are quite spoilt by the frost. 
Magnolia stellnta has more flowers than 
ever before in sixteen years. Every Cistus 
near it has been killed.—E. C. Buxton, 
Jkltwe-y-Coed. 

Primroses in the garden. —Visiting a 

neighbouring garden the other day I 
noticed at the front of several of the 
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hardy-flower borders large masses of the 
ordinary Primrose. While I admit that 
they brightened up the borders, yet they 
appeared to me to be out of place. Prim¬ 
roses are, I think, much more beautiful in 
Crass, whether in woodland hank or " by 
the river’s brim.”—W. McG. 

Escallonia langleyensis. — This Escal- 
lonia, the subject of a note of mine in Gar¬ 
dening Illustrated for April 21st, is, I am 
pleased to say, much less bit by the frost 
than I feared when I last wrote. Only 
about 0 inches of the extreme tips of the 
shoots are killed, and, with these excep¬ 
tions, the entire plant is now studded with 
tiny tufts of bright green leaves. It gives 
me great pleasure to record this as this 
Escallonia Is so beautiful when in bloom.— 
W. T. 

Cornus Nuttalli in Ireland. — I send 
flowers of Cornus Nuttalli. It has been 
growing here a good many years now, but 
this is the first time it has flowered. As 
you will see, none of the blooms are per¬ 
fect, ns the buds were injured by frost. 
It is of free growth, attaining 10 feet or 
12 feet high.—T. Smith, Newry. 

[Regret to see this noblest of the Cornus 
tribe suffering a little in our climate. It 
may thrive on high ground.— Ed.] 

Viburnum Carlesl. —This precious shrub 
is in beautiful bloom as I write (mid-May) 
in a border of shrubs where various others 
were winter-killed. A native of Corea, it 
is, judging by my own plants, hardy in 
our islands and worthy of a good place for 
its effect out-of-doors or for use in the 
bouse as a cut flower. In northern or 
cold inland parts, if not found hardy, the 
flowers are so beautiful and fragrant that 
it will be found worthy of the protection 
of a cool bouse.—W. 

Omphalodes cappadooica _This is nil 

improvement on the older Navelwort (O. 
vorna) or Creeping Forget-me-not. The 
blooms are larger—as large as a three¬ 
penny bit—produced in greater numbers on 
the brandling stems and of a very beauti¬ 
ful shade of opal changing to a deep sky- 
blue. O. eappadocica enjoys a cool, shady 
spot in peat and leaf-soil. I have it grow¬ 
ing among a colony of the more robust of 
tile earlier, moisture-loving Frimulas, and 
what suits one suits the other, the com¬ 
bination being a very happy one—A. T. J. 

The Snake’s-head Iris (I. tuberosa).— 
Reputedly tender, I. tuberosa has come 
safely through the late severe winter, 
although, in order to help it, a few Spruce 
brandies were stuck among the bulbs dur¬ 
ing the severe weather. Not one of the 
showiest of Irises, this is not noticeable 
at n distance, but it has a quiet charm of 
its own, and amply repays close inspection. 
To-day (May 1st) the earliest blooms were 
noticed. Here it succeeds in a free, light 
soil at the foot of a south wall.—W. 
McGuffoo, Balmae, Kirkcudbright. 

Ribes cruentum.— This is a delightful 
Gooseberry efiecies from California. The 
bush is of rather erect habit, and the long 
branches are just now covered from top 
to bottom with a profuse crop of pretty 
blossoms. They haug iu twos and threes 
at every joint, looking just like tiny 
Fuchsia flowers, with bright crimson re¬ 
flexed sepals and delicate shell-pink petals. 
My bushes have stood the past winter in 
an exi>osed position without protection. A 
flowering brauch which I put before the 
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Floral Committee of the Royal Horticul¬ 
tural Society last year received an Award 
of Merit. The plant fru'ted with me last 
year, but the berries are neither edible nor 
ornamental. They are small and armed 
with a thick coat of stiff bristles.— 
Clarence Elliott, Stevenage. 

Suckering Rose Mme. Hoste. —This term 
may be applied to the work of removing 
the Dog Rose growths from a group of 
Mme. Hoste, one of the fairest of Tea 
Roses. It survives on the Dog Brier, on 
which it can only he bought from the 
trade, but the best blooms I ever saw—and 
very fine they were—were on a plant the 
station-master near struck from a cutting. 
It grew in a narrow border made up of 
the sweepings of the yard, loose manure, 
and sand, etc., not a bit of clay in it—just 
the soil a Tea Rose likes when on its 
natural root.—W. 

Androsace clllata. — No alpine was so 
brilliant as this when recently exhibited by 
Messrs. 11. Tucker and Sons before the 
Royal Horticultural Society, who gave it 
an Award of Merit. It is not, of course, a 
novelty, though ranking among the choicest 
of alpines. It grows an inch or so high, 
the densely-packed cushions of glabrous 
leaves studded witli rich carmine red 
flowers larger and more intensely coloured 
than usual. A Pyrenean species, it is more 
amenable to cultivation than some. A 
lovely plant for the moraine, while suc¬ 
ceeding iu pots in loam and grit or in rock 
and soil-charged crevices where in the 
growing season it would not be starved 
from lack of moisture. Seedling-raising is 
the best method of increase.—E. H. J. 

A new hybrid Pink.— A very showy nnd 
interesting hybrid Pink is just coming into 
flower with me. A friend in Steveunge 
who has done much hybridising raised it a 
couple of years ago. The seed pnrent was 
Dinnthus neglectus and the pollen parent 
a crimson-scarlet Sweet William. I have 
called it Dianthus Firefly. In habit the 
plant is intermediate between its parents. 
Tim flowers, borne in a small cluster, are 
of a fiery red and are carried on a 9-Inch 
stem more slender, wiry, and graceful 
than that of a Sweet William. Stems and 
leaves are tinged with purplish-red. The 
plant Is easily increased by cuttings and 
has a much better habit and constitution 
than most of the hybrid Pinks with Sweet 
William blood in them. It promises to be 
a useful addition to the rock garden-and 
the flower border, especially as it has a 
very long flowering period.— Clarence 
Elliott, Stevenage. 

Pyrus floribunda.— Among the various 

species of Pyrus are many trees of con¬ 
siderable vaiue, and of that number P. 
floribunda is certainly one of the most 
free-flowering, for it would be difficult to 
imagine a plant more completely covered 
with bloom than is the case with this 
species each May. A native of Japan, it 
may he found as a small tree, but more 
frequently it assumes the habit of a large 
bush, amply branched to tile ground line, 
with a diameter of 15 feet or 20 feet. The 
flowers are of the familiar Apple shade, 
but in the variety atrosanguinea they are 
of a darker and richer tone. Where one 
tree only is wanted the variety ought to 
be grown in preference, but where space 
can be spared for a group of trees both 
the type and variety should be included. 
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Whenever it is planted care should be 
taken to give it ample loom for develop¬ 
ment, for its effect is spoiled if it is 
crowded by other shrubs or if the branches 
have to be pruned severely. A position on 
a lawn is usually suitable for a single 
specimen, whilst if a dozen or so plants can 
be placed in a commanding position on a 
mound or hillside the effect is very fine. 
— D. 

Clazed paper and small-type books.— 

Leopardi, writing about 1830, says:— 

You may judge of the economic wis¬ 
dom of the day from the so-called 
compact editions which consume little 
I mi tier but much of eyes, although in 
defence of the sparing of paper it may 
l>e urged that, though much is printed, 
little is read. Besides this I have to 
complain of the giving up of the heavy 
type of last century and the substitu¬ 
tion of thin type, and of the introduc¬ 
tion of shiny paper—things pretty 
enough to look at, but utterly destruc¬ 
tive of eyes; reasonable enough, 
though, in days when books are 
printed to be looked at and not to be 
read, 

A good greenhouse plant. —For early 
spring work in the greenhouse the value of 
Alonsoa incisifolia is undeniable. I have 
rarely been more impressed witli its value 
than during the past month or two, when, 
owing to the absence of Dutch Hyacinths 
and iiu|>orted bulbs generally, reliance had 
to be placed upon other things. Gener¬ 
ally speaking, A. incisifolia is grown in 
5-inch pots, but a few were potted on into 
8-inch jKtts. These turned out remarkably 
well, blooming much more profusely, and 
enduring over a longer period than those 
in smaller pots. This Alonsoa is inclined 
to be straggling in habit, but this can bo 
corrected by frequent pinching in the 
younger stages of the plants. A. incisi¬ 
folia is easily increased from seeds ; but 
cuttings of tiie young wood taken at this 
time root freely, and the plant is equally 
valuable for summer and autumn work in 
the flower garden.—A Scottish Gardener. 

Lithospermum prostratum.— In answer 
to Mr. Arnott’s kind inquiry about my 
I.ithosi>ermums, most of them are making 
new growth. Watering had no effect, but 
there was a nice, warm rain for an bulli¬ 
on May 10th, and more since. There is 
one fqxit here covered with Erica carnca 
where many seedlings of L. prostratum 
have come up. It seems strange that these 
plants should be even more burnt up than 
those fully exposed. Another curious 
tiling, which, 1 believe, I referred to a few 
weeks since, is that a plant of Daphne 
Blagynna surrounded by Lithosiiermums 
flowered beautifully in March and April, 
and had no protection whatever. The last 
fortnight of the frost ruined a fine crop of 
flowers on Shortia galacifolia.—E. Charles 
Buxton, Coed Derw, Betlws-y-Coed. 

-I was glad to read on p. 259 a note 

from Mr. Arnott to the effect that Litho¬ 
spermum prostratum and L. p. Heavenly 
Blue will recover from severe “ frost-bite.” 
I have some large clumps which were, to 
all appearance, dead. They were, however, 
given the benefit of the doubt, and to-day 
they are covered with little mounds of 
fresli and vigorous green.—A. T. J., N. 
IT ales. 


Index and Binding Cases for completed 

Volume.— The Index to Volume XXXVIII. oj Garden¬ 
ing Illustrated i$ now ready (price 3d., post free S±dJ. 
The Binding Case for the same volume is alto available 
(pries Is. 6d ., by post Is. 9dJ. The Index and Binding 
Case can be obtained from any newsagent, or from the 
PuiAUher, 03, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. If 
ordered together, the price of the Index and Binding Case is 
Ms. , post free. 
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FRUIT. 

RELEASING THE APRICOT. 

Sir Frederick MooRe writes from Glas- 
nevln : — 

I quite agree with you as to the 
Apricot. I have only one Apricot left 
now, and unless I get it on some suit¬ 
able stock 1 will never plant again. 

Mr. Franeisque Morel writes from Lyon : — 
Varieties of Apricots from seed do 
not now exist. It might be jtoesible 
to get Apricots so, but they might be 
of middling quality only. Possibly 
there might be some good ones 
amongst them, but it would only be 
by chance. By sowing seeds of the 
best Apricots and Peaches there would 
be a chance of getting like varieties, 
but the seed would have to be from a 
good variety and not bought, as the 
nurserymen buy them, from all sources 
for getting stocks on which they graft 
good varieties. Certainly,.by sowing, 
one can get good fruits, since all the 
best Apricots have been got in that 
way, but bow many thousands would 
have been sown in order to get one 
very good one? 

[77ic remedy is lo raise seedlings of the 
best-knoun varieties of Apricot as grown 
in France and Britain. Grafting on the 
Plum has been a complete failure for many 
generations. —En.] 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Seedling Victoria Plum. —I have a seedling 
Victoria Plum, two years old. What in the 
method of grafting, and does it differ from 
Apple-tree grafting?— March On. 

[The best way to test the merits of the 
seedling Plum mentioned is either to bud 
or graft it on a Plum stock. If the latter 
is of no great size or about 14 inches in 
circumference then insert buds of the seed¬ 
ling in the early part of August next. If 
much larger, then resort to grafting, doing 
this next spring. The grafting is carried 
out on the same lines ns that for Apples, 
the best method being “ tongue ” or, as it 
is termed by some, whip grafting.] 
Pear-trees not bearing. I have a Hessle 
Pear-tree, bought from a nureery three years 
ago. It was then sold to me as a five-year-old 
tree. It ia quite healthy, but has never yet 
had any blossom on it. What is the remedy? 
I also have a Jargonelle Pear, same age. This 
has this year only two bunches of blossom. 
How can I encourage the above to bear fruit? 
—March On. 

[Unless the Ilessle Pear Is making an 
undue amount of growth it should come 
into bearing next year. It would Like two 
seasons for the tree to become established 
and settle down to its work, so to speak. 
The fact of the Jargonelle already carry¬ 
ing some blossom is encouraging, and it 
will doubtless flower with greater freedom 
another season. If the failing of the tree 
to bloom in the first-named instance should 
arise from an exuberance of growth lift 
and transplant in autumn as soon ns it 
begins to slier! its leaves.] 

Treatment of Vine.—I have, in a cold green¬ 
house. two Black Hamburgh Vines, four years— 
probably five years—old. and I am advised to 
only allow one branch to grow from each side 
of the stem. Is this correot, and how long 
must they grow before I pinch the ends off?— 
March On. 

[Tiie advice given you regarding the 
lateral growths of the Vine, which you 
term branches, is quite correct. They 
should be pinched or stopped, ns it is 
usually termed, at the second leaf beyond 
the bunches showing on them in every in¬ 
stance. This will occasion other growths 
to push out from the axils of the leaves, 
which are termed sublaterals. Those pro¬ 


duced between the bunches and Vine-rods 
should be rubbed off, but pinch all others 
with the exception of that at the top at 
one leaf, and continue to do so throughout 
the season. The growth at the top, already 
alluded to, should be pinched at the second 
or even third leaf if there is space enough 
for the leaves to develop without crowding 
resulting.] 

Apple Gascoigne's Seedling failing. —Fruit- 
trees as a rule do well in my ground, but I 
cannot get the above Apple nor the Pear 
Beurrd Hardy to do any good. We have stiff 
clay soil and are open to the north and east, 
getting cold winds, but also plenty of sunshine. 
Are they unsuited to the position?—H. F. W. 

[We can understand Gascoigne's Seed¬ 
ling Apple not succeeding in such a posi¬ 
tion and soil ns those you describe, hut fail 
to understand why the rear Beune Hardy 
does not, as we know of instances where it 
is growing in soil of a similar nature and 
in positions where the trees do not ex- 
l>erienee nearly tiie amount of sunshine 
yours evidently enjoy. The trees we 
allude to are on the Pear stock. Are 
yours on the same stock? If not, that no 
doubt is the reason they fail to give satis¬ 
faction, as the Quince, which is the other 
stock on which Pears are worked, is un¬ 
suitable for clayey soils. We can suggest 
no other reason unless it should be that 
the trees are making a too vigorous 
growth to bear fruit, and stand in need of 
a check in tiie sliaiie of root-pruning to 
render them fertile. If you would kindly 
communicate again with us, giving any in¬ 
formation you can on these points, we 
shall be glad to advise you further. Tiie 
Apple in question needs a medium loamy, 
warm soil and situation to get it at its 
best. Perhaps you can remove and afford 
it a warmer ixjsition elsewhere and render 
the staple, by adding such ingredients as 
burnt soil, old lotting soil, and, if you 
can spare it, some turfy loam, more suited 
to its requirements.] 

War economy.— ” E. B. S.,” page 18S, 
commenting upon my note on this subject, 
says that it would be difficult to say which 
would be more trying to a good gardener : 
To uproot the Vines, etc., or to see tiie 
crop lianging and lie unable to give it even 
a small amount of attention? I agree. 
But what surprised me during my visit 
to the place in question was this : There 
were three men busy with the much less 
important—unnecessary, indeed—work of 
cutting lawns with mowers, even at that 
early date. Doubtless, Grape-thinning 
and tying, witli tiie work in connection 
with Peach-houses, are skilled work : but 
in the present emergency a handy labourer 
might, conceivably, he entrusted witli at 
least Peach-house routine. I do not know 
the practice prevailing in “ E. B. S.’s" 
district, but I do the greater part of the 
Grape-thinning in the evening, as it is 
more pleasant to manipulate the berries 
when the sun is off the roof. I deprecate 
tiie rooting-out of Vines and of Peaches at 
this time. If labour is not really avail¬ 
able, it is a simple matter to cut out the 
bunches and allow the rods a season’s rest. 
This in many cases would be of advantage 
to not a few Vines. “Where there is a 
will, there is a way,” and rooting out for 
the sake of “economy” is false economy. 
—A Scottish Gardener. 

Fruit-trees on walls.— Owing to the drought, 
bright eunshine. and drying winds during the 
last few weeks, fruit-tree border.- are in many 
eases very dry, and need water. Thie is espe¬ 
cially necessary in the case of fruit-trees in 
dry or exposed situations and young trees that 
were planted last season. Such trees suffer 
irreparable injury if they are allowed to be¬ 
come dry at the roots. If these treee have not 
already been mulched, as was advised in former 
notes, it should be done without delay.— 

f. w. o. Original from 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

THE WHITE SNOW GLORY. 

Oxe of the prettiest effects of this late 
spring was from an edging of the white 


down the fissure® of the rocks are green 
cascades of Campanula foliage, soon to be 
changed to mauve; also grey cascades of 
Dlanthus awaiting the pink blush that 
their blossoms will create. Further on, by 
the small pools near the waterfalls, are 
birds bathing in the sun-warmed water, 
frightening the newts and young frogs 
amongst the new red leaves of the Water 


sarmentosa will soon be in flower. Lew 
down amongst the rocks are patches of 
Primula rosea that loves moisture, and 
Ranunculus amplexicaulis, with its grey- 
green foliage. Higher up, hanging over 
the rocks, we discover Dryas oetopetnla, 
while, like a stream of blue, the Grape 
Hyacinth runs away down by the side, its 
colour only equalled by that of Gentiana 
acaulis and G. verna in the moraine gar¬ 
den at its feet. Here akso we find Suxl- 
fraga Aizoon rosea, Lychnis alpina, Andro- 
sace Chumbyi, and the last remaining 
blooms of Saxifraga oppositifolia, Clark’s 
Seedling. Amongst the grey rocks and 
chippings the pale pink of Armeria caespi- 
tosa, with its short tufts of flower, is seen 
to advantage. Phlox subuluta Brightness 
Is fully out and makes a bright patch of 
colour seen from a distance. The beauti¬ 
ful Epimedium pinnatum colchicum and E. 
maerauthum, with their heart-shaiied, 
delicate foliage, well in the shelter of a 
large Moss-covered rock repay for closer 
inspection. As we wend our way from the 
garden the sweet scent of the creeping 
Arbutus (Epigica repens) wafts towards 
j as. It has profited by the kindly care of 
the Pine above it, which has covered it 
through tlie winter with its needles. The 
rock garden season is m>on us. As Lewis 
Morris says:— 

“Maytide will not last; 

Forth, forth, while yet 'tis time before 
the spring is past.” 

Catherine Patehson. 



U lute Snow Glory edging. 


SAXIFRAGA GRISEBACHI. 



Snuw Glory (Cliionodoxa Luciliie alba). 
All white varieties of flowers are not 
improvements, but this is a bright, effec¬ 
tive variety and well deserves attention, 
lake tlie rest of the group, the flowers ore 
«j short-lived when the sunny days come 
that this way of growing it among some 
summer flowers is good. 1 follow in this 
case witii a dwarf summer-flowering Cali¬ 
fornian annual. VV. 


Lily. High above us Erica carnea and E. 
mediterranea are now past their best, but 
the bees still seem busy with them. 

The Rockfou.b make good imtches of 
colour. Aubrietin Moerlieimi, with its pile 


I send a view of Saxifraga Grisebachi, 
which I thought might do for Gakdening 
Illustrated. I doubt if there are any 
better plants of it in the country. The 
centre plant has twelve flower-spikes. S. 


A HOCK GARDEN IN OXFORDSHIRE. 
Spring has, without doqbt, arrived, and 
should there still be any doubt about it let 
us seek tlie rock garden for further con 
Graintion. I,ast week-end was an ideal one 
fur seeing it at its best. The sun shone 
brilliantly and the sky was a clear forget- 
me-not-blue, which gave colour and light 
to the falls, pools, and brooklets, also add¬ 
ing grandeur and depth to the rocks, 
amougst which we should discover the 
many bright jewels we sought. It is a 
mistake for anyone who loves rock plants 
to seek rest in a rock garden, for to such 
an one there is no rest, and one must 
wander from rock to rock seeking fresh 
beauties at every turn. 

The winter lias licen a cruel one, and we 
hastily piss the many victims, amongst 
which arc Thymus azoricus, Lithospermum 
prostratum, the Cistus and Helianthe- 
muius, and several Veronicas, and turn 
oar eyes to the fairy-like beauty of Mag¬ 
nolia stollatn. Not one blossom lias a 
brown mark tills year, which is an excep¬ 
tion. One has been advised to cut the 
blossoms and bring them indoors to pre¬ 
serve the flowers from the cutting winds 
and frosts, but this has not been necessary 
this season. Daphne Biagayana is another 
pleasant surprise, as it has never been so 
successful with us before, albeit we shook - 
our heads some weeks earlier when W’O saw 
that it had not been pegged down as in 
other years and, therefore, foretold its 
failure. After enjoying its fragrant 
blossoms we tear ourselves away very re¬ 
luctantly from the sed ucti ve perfume. All 
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Part of a group of Saxifraga Grisebachi in the 
rock garden at Lilford Hall. 


pinky-mauve flowers, makes a good con¬ 
trast to A. Dr. Mules and A. Mrs. Lloyd 
Edwards, the latter, with its glints of hiuo, 
amidst the deep violet. Tlie Prophet- 
flower (Arnebia eehioides), witii its black 
spots, is beautiful now and at its best. 
Close to it grow the lovely Anemone 
Robinsoui and A. bluuda. Androsace 


Grisebachi is perfectly hardy, having had 
no protection whatever. F. W. Gallop. 

Aubrietias.— Few people will agree with 
Mr. Farrer when he save that " Aubrietias are 
everybody’e plants, ” as many of the beautiful 
hybrids—notably Fire King, Leichtlini, and 
Mrs. Lloyd Edwards—are difficult in place*. 
They and others will grow and bloom, but net 
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so freely a* they ehould. 1 think it ie u mis¬ 
take to attempt Aubrietiae in "any poor ami 
eunny soil” (regretting, once again, to And 
myeelf disagreeing with Mr. Farrer). At any 
rate, they do beet with me where the soil ie 
cool and fairly damp, and not too much eun. 
The Aubrietiae in the rock gardens on the 
Great Orme at Llandudno are a wonderful 
show every year. They get very little sun, 
having a north-east aepeot, and arc backed by 
high terraces and dills. The rock need is lime¬ 
stone, and the soil a rather stiff, rich, red 
loam.—A. T. J. 


COItYDALIS ALLENI. 

Last autumn I received from Miss Allen, 
daughter of the late Mr. James Allen, of 
Sheldon Mallet, some roots of Corydalis 
Alien!. The roots consisted of little tubers 
about the size of Hazel Nuts, and I had 
them i>otted up singly in (10-sized pots. 1 
wintered them in a cold-frame, and six 
weeks ago they came into flower. 1 was 
then a little disuppointed with them. 
Each jM.>t had a show of rather pretty, 
fresh green foliage, like tender-looking 
Thallctnim leaves, and from one to three 
blunt spikes of |mle yellow blossoms with 
little pinkish-lilac standards. It has been 
in flower for six weeks. The spikes stand 
a good 12 inches high, and, in spite of 
their long duration, the first blossoms to 
open are still fresh and good. The very 
fact of its coining into flower so early is 
much hi Its favour. Its foliage is fresh 
ami lender, and Its big flower-spikes of 
little yellow and pale lilac-pink arc de¬ 
cidedly attractive. It is a plant for the 
woodland, for the rock garden, or for a 
sheltered corner among out-of-the-way 
plants—Anemones and choke early bulbs. 
1 have a little group which 1 planted 
at the foot of a hedge, and this 
gives a fair Idea of its attractive char¬ 
acter. 1 nui told that the plant should 
he lifted every year or two, divided, and 
replanted after flowering. Can anyone 
tell me the origin of this species? 

Slerennye. Clarence Elliott. 


Pentstemon rupicola a hardy plant.— 

When this little rock species came to me 
about eight years ago it was called I’. 
Menziesii Douglas). Utter it was said to 
he 1’. Davidsoui, and under that name it 
received an Award of Merit. Now it has 
been found to lie 1’. rupicola, and as such 
was recently figured in tile Uotanicai 
Magazine. Although still rather rare, P. 
rupicola is fairly well known, and Mr. 
Jenkins lias more than once praised it in 
Gardening Illustrated. 1 have had it 
planted out oil my rock garden for seven 
or eight years, and It has gone through 
each winter without any protection, a ltd 
now it lias survived the winter of 1910-17. 
Many of the little grey box-like leaves 
were scorched and dry, and a day or two 
ago 1 went over (he plants and rubbed 
them all off. They were ns dry ns tinder. 
The little, prostrate, woody stems are, 
however, alive ami healthy, and are fast 
breaking into fresh leaf, and will soon bo 
in flower. I grow the plant among narrow 
crevices lictween rooks facing full south, 
and the plants cover themselves each May 
with great, tlattish. Inch-long tulie flowers 
of an intense ruby-red. Close to my colony 
of P. rupicola I have a plant of my new 
P. crlstatus. Tills is much like P. rupi¬ 
cola in habit, hut faster-growing and more 
inclined to root as it goes. The leaves are 
reddish-purple and glossy, small and box¬ 
like, and the flowers rich violet. The two 
make a splendid contrast. Pentstemon 
rupicola is a cliff plant, native of Mount 
Rainier, in Washington, where it is found 
at about 11 .(MM) feet. The habitat of P. 
cristatus I do not know. Roth plants are 
good iu tile dry wall. Clarence Elliott, 
Nleicnuye. 
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TREES AND 8HRUB8. 

DAVIDIA INVOLUCRATA. 

When Mr. E. H. Wilson first visited China 
one of tile principal objects of his mission 
was to procure seeds of Davidia involu- 
crata. M. Vilmorin already possessed a 
siiecimen in ills arboretum at Les Rarres, 
and a young plant from that had been pre¬ 
sented to Kew, liut It was not until Mr. 
Wilson sent home a large consignment of 
seeds that the tree became available for 
general cultivation. It has now been in 
the country long enough for a good idea 
to be formed of its suitability for our 
climate, and it has stood the test well. On 
one or two occasions young shoots and 
leaves have been injured by late spring 
frosts, hut it lias passed through winter 
cold without injury. During the growing 
season vigorous and long shoots are formed, 
whilst the leaves maintain a healthy ap- 
IHNimnce throughout the summer. Out-of- 
doors flowers have been produced by a 
number of trees, but the best opportunity 
of acquiring nil idea of its floral value is 
given by the oldest tree growing at Kew. 
This is to lie seen in the Himalayan House 
—a wing of the Temiierate House, which 
is heated practically ns a cold house. The 
tree is now about 25 feet high, with a good 
head of branches, bearing hundreds of in¬ 
florescences. which attract much attention 
by reason of the pair of large, white bracts 
which enclose each head of flowers. These 
bracts are each from 4 inches (o (i inches 
long, and about 5 inches wide, having the 
appearance, as seen from below, of white 
tissue i«iier. 

Although only one species of Davidia 
was thought to exist, differences, which 
are apparent among young trees, have led 
botanists to suggest that there arc three 
species, differing from each other in the 
colour ami hairiness of the leaves, the 
oldest one, introduced by Father Farges 
to France, lteing now called D. Vilmori- 
niuna and the other two D. involucrata 
and D. laetn respectively. For all of these 
trees there appears to be a great future, 
as they do so well under varying conditions 
ami in any good garden soil. D. 


NOTES AND REVUES. 

Planting a Yew hedge.- Can any of your 
readers give me a summary of the beet method 
to grow a Yew hedge? Do the plants do better 
on a flat site or on a raised one? How near to 
each other should they be planted to get fine 
bushes? Do they like manure, a dry site or 
plenty of moisture? Is the ground to be kept 
open, and what is the beat time for clipping?— 
G. K. Allen. 

[A good Yew hedge can be grown in a 
variety of soils, that of a fairly moist 
character, without lieing water-logged or 
sour, being iierhaps the most suitable. 
Loamy soil on the heavy side is prefer¬ 
able, although very good hedges can tie 
grown on light soil. At Leatherliead, 
Yews ought to give excellent results. Pro¬ 
vided tile soil Is well drained the hedge 
may lx* formed on tin* ground-level, but in 
places where it becomes very wet at cer¬ 
tain periods of tile year it is advisable to 
raise the level a little above that of the 
surrounding ground. If the ground is 
naturally good it is not necessary to pro¬ 
vide manure at planting time, hut if it is 
very lkxir a little well-decayed farmyard 
manure or bone-meal may lie incorporated 
with the soil. Root action is stimulated 
by mixing decayed loaves witti the soil 
placed alsnit the roots at planting time. 
To get a fine hedge it is necessary to pay 
■■articular attention to the choice of 
plants, taking care only to select those 
that are well provided with branches to 
ttic groiind-liue. for if weak places occur 
about the lower parts in the first instance 


it is a difficult mutter to get the gaps filled 
afterwards. Flauts with several leaders 
are preferable to those with single leaders. 
The distance apart to plant will depend 
upon tlie size of the plants. As a rule, 
from Ij feet to 2 feet will be : about the 
necessary distance, the outside branches 
being allowed to touch. Planting is best 
carried out during early May or Septem¬ 
ber, and after planting it Is a gisxl plan 
to mulch the* ground immediately above 
the roots with decayed leaves and well- 
rotted manure. Clipping may be carried 
out in August or early September. April 
is also a good mouth, but it is really 
better to clip at the end of the growing 
season.] 

Propagating Pieris japonica.— In the 

article on this delightful evergreen shrub, 
page 234, the writer refers to Its proimga- 
tlon by .seeds or layers. It cun also be 
readily Increased by means of cuttings. 
Retween thirty years and forty years ago, 
when it was but little known, I was called 
upon to supply as large a quantity as pos¬ 
sible as soon as I could. Having n number 
of plants that had been flowered under 
glass, and which were pushing out new 
shoots in all directions, I took them off as 
cuttings directly they had lost their succu¬ 
lent character. They were then dibbled 
into iKits of sandy peat pressed down 
tirinly, and placed in a close propsgating 
case in a temperature rather warmer than 
that in which they had grown—in fact, 
what may be regarded as a warm green¬ 
house or intermediate structure. The re¬ 
sult exceeded my anticipations, for a very 
large iKireentage of the cuttings rooted, 
and I had soon several hundreds of nice 
young ] limits. There was plenty of time 
to harden them off before winter, and they 
grew away freely afterwards, and made 
good specimens. Your correspondent does 
not say how the long, pendulous racemes 
of flowers have fared during the winter 
through which we have just passed, as 
they are by no means immune from injury 
during ordinary seasons—that is, if sharp 
spring frests put in an appearance.— 
K. R. W. 

Berberis Darwini. — Ini reduced from 
rhil.H* in 1S49. this soon became popular, 
and has lx*eii widely grown iu gardens for 
many years. It varies a good deal in 
habit, and though usually about fi feet or 
S feet high, plants growing in dense shrub¬ 
beries have lx*en measured between 12 feet 
anil 18 feet high. The finest specimen 
noted by me grew iu a Falmouth garden 
and was 12 feet high and as far through. 
It stood on a lawn and was a very sliniiel.v 
plant. The flower*. Ixiruo in short racemes 
during April ami May, vary somewhat in 
colour, for they may be rich orange ap¬ 
proaching to orange-scarlet, or they may 
tie pale orange. They are borne freely 
every year except sometimes after a severe 
winter, when exposed plants may have the 
younger wood injured. Usually, however, 
it is quite hardy. It can lxi used for a 
variety of purposes, for it makes excellent 
shrubbery groups, is useful for largo, bold 
masses in jiark or garden, and forms a 
fairly g<xxl hedge. It is one of the i«rents 
of It. stcnophylla, another free-floworing 
evergreen which can legitimately be in- 
eluded in a list of the twelve most useful 
shrubs.—D. 

Cy (Ionia Maulei. This shrub, referred to b.v 
” D.” on pairs 218. is not yet in flower with 
me (April 18t.ti >. The white variety, as your 
correspondent justly says, is "inferior to the 
type." it is distinctly disappointing, ns the 
flowers are not pure enough to justify the 
name. The variety superlia is excellent, and 
is iierhaps the best of the forms of Cydonio 
Maulei. I have a handsome Cydonia which is 
taller than the other forms of Maulei (if it Is 
oils of these', and produces great numbers of 
flowers of a showy brick-red.—8 . Abnott. 
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INDOOR PLANTS. 

THE ANISEED TREES (lixiciuw). 
Tuk ecuu« IUiciuui, which la-longs to the 
Magnolia family, is hut a limited one, con¬ 
sisting as it does of four or five specie#, 
natives of China, .liipiin, and the Southern 
United States. By far the showiest mem¬ 
ber of the genus is that herewith figured, 
Illiciuu rmmiH.U'ii, which was intro¬ 
duced from Florida in ]770. The qualnt- 
loohlng flowers, which are so well lmr- 
trayetl, are.deep crimson lit up in the 
centre by a light-coloured tuft of short 
stamens. It is sometimes catalogued as a 
hardy evergreen shrub, lint it can only he 
regarded in that light in the favoured 
parts of these islands, such as in the 
milder parts of Devon and Cornwall. 
With Die protection of a warm wall it will 
withstand ordinary winters in the London 


meree, which is imported from China into 
Europe and America for flavouring. The 
name of Star Anise is derived from tin- 
fruits, whose several carpels arc disposed 
in a star-like manner. Formerly Hie Star 
Anise was regarded as tile produet of I. 
anisatmn and 1. religiostmi, Isith of whose 
fruits are similar in slmpe, but it is now 
acknowledged as the product of 1. verum. 

Tuk Wintkb’h I’.abk (Drimys Winter!), 
nearly related t<> the above, first came into 
prominence by the bark being used as a 
medicine for scurvy by Sir Francis Drake 
as long ago as ir>7!(. It was, however, nut 
introduced iu a living state till 1827. The 
flowers are a good deal in the way of those 
of the lllieiums. hut of an ivory-white 
colour. The bark is bitter. K. R. W. 


(JR HEX HOUSE RHODODENDRONS. 
Or late years the several hybrids that 
have been obtained from Rhododendron 



tluwcniuj slioots of lllicium floridanum. 


district, hut flowers far mure satisfactorily 
when grown under glass. The leaves, 
when rubbed, have a pleasing aromatic 
odour. This lllicium will thrive in an 
ordinary mixture of loam, peat, and sand, 
and when planted out prefers a certain 
amount of peat in the soil. The best 
known of the other s|»eeies is 

I. loa.uaosi M. a larger grower than the 
preceding, while the flowers are of greenish- 
yellow colour. Its degree of hardiness is 
about the same as that of 1. floridanum. 
hut. owing to Hie iHMirly-tinted flowers, it 
is far less ornamental. In the “ Diction¬ 
ary of Hardening " I. nnisntum is regarded 
as the same as I. rcligiosmti, hut in the 
Kew Hand List they are kept distinct. 
Other siiecii-s are 

I. 1-AKviKLor.i M, with yellowish flowers, 
from the Southern United States, and I. 
verum, of considerable economic interest 
It is the source of the Star Anise of com 


Griflilliiaiiam, or Auckland! as it is more 
generally called, have come prominently 
forward, lull there are many others well 
worthy of cultivation. The typical R. 
Edgeworthi, a large white flower stained 
with yellow ill the centre, is of a some¬ 
what si niggling habit, lienee it is gener¬ 
ally suiierseded In some of the hybrids in 
the production of which it luis played a 
part. The flowers of these hybrids retain 
the delicious fragrance of R. Edgeworthi. 
Prominent among them arc R. fragran- 
tissinuuu. R. Lady Alice Fitzwilliam. and 
It. Fosterianum. This last, a. hybrid be- 
tween R. Edgeworthi and It. Veitchianum, 
has (larlicularly large flowers, and. when 
al its best, is a very striking object. 
Rhododendron Veilcliianum is a native of 
Mouimein and well worthy of a place 
among the most select, it is, when young, 
of a somewhat straggling nature, hut 
afterwards forms a more shaiiely plant. 


Tile large white flowers a re not so fragrant 
as those of It. Edgeworthi, hut their beauty 
is much enhanced Ity the manner in which 
the edges of the petals are cristied. This 
feature varies, however, iu different in¬ 
dividuals, and iu the variety hevlgatuw it 
is altogether wanting. A group of hybrids 
from It. Edgeworthi raised many years 
ago by the late Mr. Isaac Davis, of Orrns- 
kirk, seems to have drop|ied out of culti¬ 
vation. This is a pity, as they could lie 
readily flowered in a smaller state than 
most of these hybrid kinds, ixirtieularly 
Countess of Derby and Mrs. .lames Slunve. 

The pale primrose-tinted It. Daihousiie 
has, in conjunction with Hie small-growing 
R. eiliiitnm, given us it. Countess of 
Haddington, a very popular greenhouse 
Rhododendron. The flowers of this are, 
when first expanded, of a deep pilik, 
changing afterwards to blush-white. The 
hugest-flowered of all of these hybrids is 
It. Vietoriaiuim. iu the production of which 
It. Daihousiie was associated with Hie 
creamy-tinted It. Nuttsilli. This last is a 
tall-growing siieeies, and is not seen at its 
liest In isits or tolls. When grown iu tubs 
or pots the Rhododendrons of this class do 
not need annual reiiotting, for they will 
keep in healtli for years without being 
disturbed at the roots. In this case some 
stimulant should he afforded them during 
the growing iieriod, a mixture of clear 
•soot-water and liquid manure suiting them 
well. Beside the above and others of this 
class there is cpiite another section to 
which the term greenhouse Rhododendrons 
is often applied. It is, however, some¬ 
what of a misnomer, as the members of 
ibis group require a structure somewhat 
warmer than an ordinary greenhouse. I 
refer to what are known as the 
Javanese Rhododendrons, obtained by 
the crossing of R. jasminiflorum, R. 
javanicum, and other species, all natives 
if the Malayan Archipelago. In a winter 
temperature of 55 (legs, to (ill degs. these 
will be just at home. The Javanese 
Rhododendrons differ widely from all the 
others, as they bloom at different periods 
of the year; in fact, where a number of 
plants is grown, flowers may be had 
throughout tile year. These Rhododen¬ 
drons resist tlie sulphur-laden fogs so 
often extierieneed in winter better than 
must indoor subjects. K. R. W. 


norm and replies. 

Perpetual - flowering Carnations. — The 

earliest balch, raised from nuttings inserted 
last October, is now ready for shifting into 
6 |-inch pots, iu which they will flower. The 
pots must be scrupulously dean and well 
drained. The compost used consists chiefly of 
good fibrous loam with the addition of a little 
wood ashes, mortar nibble, soot, and coarse 
sauil, adding a 6-incli pot-ful of an approved 
Carnation manure to each barrowload of Hie 
compost. The plants should be disturbed as 
little as possible in turning them out of their 
pots, auil Ire potted moderately firm, leaving 
ample space for water. The repotted plants 
are placet! in a span-pit near- to the roof-glass, 
and a. temperature of about 55 degs. by night 
and 65 degs. by day afforded for a short tune, 
with ample ventilation after the first week, 
lightly dewing them over with a syringe ill 
warm, sunny weather. When the plants com¬ 
mence to grow freely they will be removed to 
cold-frames.—F. \V. G. 

Getting Chrysanthemums Into cold frames. 

No matter whether Chrysanthemums are 
grown for exhibition or for home decoration, 
the time Ims arrived when their presence in 
the greenhouse is no longer desirable and 
when their removal to a cold frame is mx-es- 
sary. Now that we are feeling tho power of 
the sun more, the sooner removal is effected 
the better, and with some forward plants o 
shift into larger pots should also take place 
Anything in the direction of coddling Chrysan¬ 
themums ought to bu gyqjited. Townsman 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

THE BEST APPLES. 

Tins Apple figured in the Field lately as 
Newton Wonder is a handsome and a good 
one, and is well known and mueh culti¬ 
vated in Northern France as La Reinette 
d’Angleterre. The fact is clear, beyond all 
doubt, that it is the same Apple. I have 
submitted fruit of it of my own growing 
to the most serious student of Apples in 
England, and he agrees that it is the same. 
Whatever the cause, such re-namings 
should be shut out of our view, as there 
are too many Apples in cultivation, and 
the same tiling has been done in the case 
of Pears, and whether such luisnamings 
arc done by mistake or not, they should 
be corrected. 

There is every reason, nowadays, in view 
of food reform, that we should grow only 
the best Apples for use, and the multiplica¬ 
tion of novelties is against progress. 
Many that are hot good in quality are in 
cultivation, and those which find their own 
sugar—the only right way—are few. We 
do not pay nearly enough attention to 
growing our own best Apples, such as the 
Ribston and the Blenheim. Novelties are 
often brought out that are not nearly so 
good as the old ones. This is a matter 
well worth the attention of our Horti¬ 
cultural Society, and it would then be 
doing what is done in France—where every 
three years the list of standard fruits is 
revised and all inferior kinds and those of 
no distinct value are excluded. 

The British love of hair-splitting is 
carried out to the injury of the greatest 
fruit of the north, the division of Apples 
into dessert and cooking The best eating 
Apples are the best to cook, as 1 have 
proved for many years in cooking every 
good kind—Ribston, Blenheim, D’Arcy, 
and Cox’s. The only reasonable division 
of Apples is into the good and bad, the 
latter the larger division and far too 
numerous. A sour Apple by the addition 
of manufactured sugar is made worse. 
The thing to strive for is the Apple that 
finds its own sugar, as do the Blenheim, 
D’Arcy, Ribston, and Newtown, being per¬ 
fect when cooked without any of the 
enemy factory sugar. 

Certain Apples classed as cooking sorts 
do yield a good acid flavour, but all first- 
rate Apples from the Stunner to the 
Ribston furnish a good acid in addition to 
the needed qualities. 

Our own Apple® are as good as any, but 
they are too little grown. Even from the 
best houses in Covcnt Carden one cannot in 
winter get a bushel of Ribston or Cox's. 
The Americans, on the other hand, when 
they get a good thing grow it and send it 
in quantity as in the case of the Newtown 
and the Baldwin.— Fiehl. 


. THE ARTICHOKE NOT AN 
ARTICHOKE. 

An editorial note on jingo fill of Garden¬ 
ing Illustrated draws attention to the 
fact that the Jerusalem Artichoke is not 
an Artichoke. It is, of course, a Helinn- 
thus, a perennial Sunflower. But it has, 
I think, no other common English name 
than Jerusalem Artichoke, no if we want 
another name we must invent it. That for 
a considerable time would lead to as much 
confusion as may arise now through call¬ 
ing two distinct vegetables by the same 
surname. Artichoke, and it’s no use ask¬ 
ing any but a super-greengrocer for a peck 
of Heiianthus tuberosus. In the mean¬ 
time let me recommend readers of Gardkn- 
ino Illustrated to try Jerusalem Arti¬ 
chokes cooked in a casserole. Scrub but 
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do not j>eel them, cut into very thick slices, 
put in the cassarole with Lentils and 
Maize-meal, flavour with a very little 
garlic, cover with stock, and cook slowly 
in the oven. Done in this way one does 
not mind what they are called. 

Garden nomenclature is full of such 
curious errors ns that of calling Heiianthus 
tuberosus an Artichoke, The Nasturtium 
is not a Nasturtium, but a Trojiamlum. 
Watercress is not a Cress, but a Nastur¬ 
tium. Syringa is Philadelphia!, and Lilac 
a Syringa. Even the scarlet Geraniums in 
the flower beds at Kew are Pelargoniums, 
whilst, strictly sjeaking, in eating Apples 
we eat the stalks and throw away the 
fruits, for pijis are the true fruits, and the 
jiart we eat only an enlargement of the 
stalk. Possibly some day Heiianthus 
tuberosus will be discovered by some 
enterprising daily jwper or invented by 
some Wizard of the West, and then it may 
hope to receive a popular name and we 
shall all be forced to eat standard Sun¬ 
flower roots. The inventing of English 
names for plants is a funny business. I 
met a man recently who called Primula 
farinosa Mr. Farrer's Primrose. 

Stevenage. Clarence Elliott. 


FIRST STEPS FOR BEGINNERS. 
The following suggestions, issued by The 
Order of the Golden Age, will prove help¬ 
ful to those who are desirous of giving up 
the list* of flesh-food and adopting a more 
natural dietary :— 

Give up flesh meat, replacing it by eggs, 
soft cheeses, macaroni, Peas, Lentils, 
Nuts, dried fruits, and good brown bread. 
You will soon lie able to do without fish 
also, but it is best to proceed slowly and 
surely, a step at a time. 

Eat less rather than more. Fruitarian 
food is much more nourishing than 
butcher's meat. 

Eat dry foods rather than sloppy ones; 
they are more easily digested. With 
liorridge take toast, Granose biscuits, or 
Corn flakes, to assist proper salivation. 

Persons of sedentary habits should let 
at least one meal a day consist of raw fruit 
only, or of fruit with brown bread and 
butter. Let your bread be well baked. 

Dried fruits, such as Figs, Dates, 
Prunes, Raisins, Sultanas, etc., are very 
easily digested, and if blended with Nuts 
they make a perfect meal. 

Do not make the mistake of attempting 
to live on Potatoes, white bread, Cabbages, 
etc., or merely upon the ordinary conven¬ 
tional dietary with the meat left out. 


COOKING WITHOUT FIRE. 

In France, where the “ marmite nor- 
vegienue ” (Norwegian saucepan), as this 
system is called, is becoming daily more 
IKipular, Iwith in town and country, it is 
acknowledged to effect a great saving in 
the consumption of coal and gas, and also 
in the attention required. When once the 
marmite is prejinred in the correct way 
and the time is known for finishing the 
cooking of any article of food, the stew, 
or whatever may be in the course of pre¬ 
paration, can be left without, fear of the 
saueejian boiling over or burning from 
want of moisture. 

The Norwegian marmite can be bought 
for fifty francs in Paris, but thrifty 
Frenchwomen make use of any old case or 
box and obtain the same results from it. 
I know Parisiennes w'ho have made one of 
these marmites out of an ice-cream freezer, 
or a small travelling trunk, a hat-box, even 
a metal bath. 

The tirst thing to lie done is to paste 
brown paper, or strips of felt, all round 
to make the case airtight. Then the 


ingenuity of woman comes into play with 
the object of prejiaring a warm neat to 
receive the bird, joint, or vegetables. Some 
cram newsjiapers and wood-fibre as tightly 
as iKissible, just leaving sufficient room in 
the centre for the jiot or pan. Some use 
small cushions for the Interior of the mar¬ 
mite and wrap the entire case in a blanket. 
Others use straw. The essential thing is 
to lie able to retain the heat when once the 
partly-cooked food is introduced, covering 
the case with whatever is most convenient. 
Many of these airtight combinations of 
straw, pajier, etc., are so compact that 
when removed they have the solidity and 
appearance of a weird nest, the deep 
hollow in the centre, where the cooking 
utensil was placed, not having changed its 
shape. 

The best saucepan to use for cooking 
without fire is the well-known common red 
earthenware casserole, as it is generally 
termed in England. This should be pro¬ 
cured with n cover, and sufficiently large 
to hold the family dinner. The drawback 
of the earthenware saucepan is that it is 
liable to break, but with ordinary care a 
casserole may last for years. In France 
it is the custom to smear the bottom of 
the pot or pan with garlic—on the outside, 
of course—before using it; this proceeding 
is said to insure its life. 


NOTJSS AM) lth'l'1.1 h'S. 

Humble pie. —Cold Potatoes can be used 
uji in many ways, but the following 
method makes an excellent dish :—Slice 
the Potatoes and line a pie-dish with 
them, and on this put a little Parsley, 
pepper, salt, and a small amount of Onion. 
Add another layer of sliced Potatoes and 
seasoning, which may he repeated until 
the dish is full, and over ail may be 
poured a l’ttle milk. The dish eau thou 
be put into a warm oven and allowed to get 
thoroughly heated through. It should he 
served hot.—P., in Irish Gardening. 

A May salad. —Where there is no forcing 
of salads one may have a fair substitute 
from outdoor things, as Beetroot, Corn 
salad, very hardy even in such a winter 
ns the jiast, and a few small slices of an 
Apple (1 am now using Reinette du 
Canada), a few young leaves of Dande¬ 
lion. and for those who relish herbs a 
sprinkling of the true Tarragon or Chives. 
.Watercress, too, is a guild help, but it 
should be grown for winter and spring 
use close set In a garden bed so as to he 
independent of Cress grown in a stream at 
that season. It, like the Corn salad, 
should lie grown quite close together so as 
to escape the rain spla-shings, and in that 
way also escape any suspicion of the im- 
jmrities of market-grown Cress.—W. 

The Dandelion as a vegetable.— No 
reason why this jiest of all gardens should 
not be made of some use. A corresjioudeut 
of The Times writes :— 

“ My wife and I spent 3s. on rail¬ 
way tickets for a little ouiing re¬ 
cently, and we brought home between 
(1 It), aud 7 lh. of Dandelion leaves. 
When cooked these were equal to the 
best Spinach and the quantity was 
enough, with meat, for seven persons. 
At the present market price of very 
second-rate Greens the Dandelion 
leaves were well worth the 3s. spent 
on railway fare, to say nothing of the 
health benefit of the picnic.” 

It may be used well in cookery, and the 
French, who are good judges, grow im¬ 
proved forms in their gardens. It is so 
plentiful with us it is best to begin by 
using up the common form, which is very 
good as au addition to the hardy salads of 
the spring.—Wi 
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OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

THE BLUE HEPATICA. 

I beoan by socking interest among the 
double and white forms of this, but even¬ 
tually had to come to the idea that the 
tiest of all is the wild blue of the Alps of 
Europe in many parts. A rather shady 
position suits it better than full exposure. 

W. 


AMONG THE HARDY FLOWERS. 
The doubi.e Poet’s Narcissus.—I have read 
a good deal about the failure of tills to 
o|ien its flowers. It is undoubtedly a 
serious'fault, and I should like if the 
readers of Gardening Illustrated would 
give us their experiences. My garden is 
dry and well drained, and the average 
rainfall is about 53 inches. The soil is a 
sandy loam in some parts and in others 


The seewng of Meadow Saffrons. —Some 
of the Colcliienms seed very freely, but I 
do not think that I have ever observed 1 
more seeds on them than this year. Col- 
chieum s[ieciosum is one of the best of all 
in regard to seeding, and if we take care 
of the seeds and sow them when they are 
ripe we may soon have plenty of this 
showy and handsome Meadow Saffron. It 
is one of the large flowered ones which 
have been called the “ Tulips of Autumn,” 
and it well deserves the name. But for 
the time the seedlings take to reach a 
flowering stage, we should be able to have 
a big stock of these grand flowers, for 
such they are, although some of the colour¬ 
ing may lie a little lurid. 

Grace Hyacinth. —I have these in clumps 
in the border, in groups on the rock 
garden, and in the rougher Grass. They 
are nice anywhere, but the prettiest effect 
comes from some which had been planted 


TUFTED PANSIES. 

In southern districts, especially where the 
soil is of the light, very porous nature, 
which is much in evidence in this district 
and which parts witli moisture so rapidly, 
the successful culture of these charming 
hardy flowers is sometimes fraught with 
some difficulty. In a fairly moist summer 
this difficulty does not obtain, hut we 
should always anticipate a bad season 
for growth and take measures to counter¬ 
act tlie influence of abnormal spells of 
heat and drought. The great enemy of 
tlie Tufted Pansy is intense heat, which, 
prolonged, exercises a very debilitating 
effect. Tufted Pansies should be planted 
in autumn, but there is no reason why they 
should not do well put out in early spring. 
When planted at that time they should he 
trodden in, and, should tlie weather lie 
dry, the depression in tlie earth made by 
the foot should be filled up with water, 



The Blue Hcpatica (Gravelyc). 


rather stony. Generally speaking, the 
double Narcissus poeticus flowers we 11 in 
every part of the garden, but last year, 


at tlie base of a big shrubby Spim*H which 
arches prettily over. (I got this as S. 
hypcriclfolia.) The few bulbs put in have 


being cold, it did not bloom quite so satis¬ 
factorily. This year the flowers are just 
opening as I write. 

The Prophet-flower '(Arnebia eehioides). 
—Most folks are much interested in this I 
even if they know nothing of the legend 
which is attached to it. I have been told 
by a friend that at home the Prophet- 
flower likes a clay soil, and that it Is 
found largely on this, where, however, it is 
almost dry during tlie heat of summer. I 
have not observed any appreciable differ¬ 
ence between plants grown on clay and 
those in light loam. I have only two or 
three times saved a seed or two, but it is 
a rare occurrence to find a properly formed 
and ripened seed. I have been told that 
this is a general experience. What say 
others? 


increased, and self-sown seedlings have 
sprang up and flowered at irregular inter¬ 
vals. The ground is carjHsted with a little 
white Violet, and the combination is ex¬ 
quisite. From the carpet of white and 
green there rise tlie conical, blue racemes 
of the Muscari, and over all hang arching 
sprays of the Spiraea, giving an almost irn- 
Iierceptible yet beautiful screen. 

Trillium orandiflorum.— Some of the 
forms of T. grandiflorum are not so good 
j as others. I have had for some time im¬ 
ported plants, which never satisfied me 
after seeing a good form in another garden. 
I have now a good form with snow-white 
flowers, much broader in the petal and 
more substantial than in my old plants. 

An Amateur of Hardy Flowers. 


and when this has soaked away fill in level 
with loose soil, which will act as a mulch 
and prevent evaporation. Later on, when 
tlm hoe has been used, a mulch of rotten 
manure or partly deconqibsed garden re¬ 
fuse a couple of Inches thick will make a 
vast difference in the health of the plants 
and will screen the roots from tlie parch¬ 
ing heat and save labour in watering. 

Tufted Pansies are liable to a disease 
which in periods of great heat is apt to 
cause severe losses. Whether this is of 
fungoid origin I cannot say, but I believe 
that it is fostered by the frequent water¬ 
ings that are given in a time of drought 
when there is nothing to screen the sur¬ 
face soil from the fierce rays of tlie sun. 
Many experience a difficulty in keeping up 
a stock of the named kinds which are iu- 
disiiensahle where colour effects are de¬ 
sired. One cannot depend on flowering 
plants to yield good cuttings, even if they 
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iiri> made in sufficient quantity, which is 
fiequently not the case, ns they nre too 
wiry to make roots freely. In order to 
make sure of getting the right kind of 
cutting, plants should Ik- put into well- 
enriched ground mid not allowed to hloom, 
a north or east border lieing the best situa¬ 
tion for them. The cuttings made under 
such circumstances are succulent, root 
with freedom, and make nice, healthy, 
little plants ready to resjMUid to good cul¬ 
ture the following season. Tufted Pansies 
are, of course, easily raised from seels, 
and one gets a very pleasing mixture of 
colour. Byfleet. 


THE SHAGGY WINDF1XJYVER 
(Anemone vebnalis). 

Tuts higli alpine siiecies, difficult to col¬ 
lect, but easy to raise from seed—if you 
can get fresh seed—and not difficult to 
grow, is, I think, the queen of the 
Anemones. I have four or live clumps in 
splendid bloom in my limestone moraine, 
the largest with sixteen flowers and buds 
(April 28th). In autumn it is i>ossible to 
tell which plants will flower the follow¬ 
ing spring, for hard conical buds can be 
found sheathed among the leaves in the 
heart of the plant. In earliest spring the 
buds begin to push up, and they nre 
covered with the finest silky fur. By 
March or April the silky stems run up to 
a couple of inches high, and then tile 
blossoms often on (i-incli to 4-inch stems. 
The flowers are large, white, flushed out¬ 
side with soft dove-grey, or sometimes 
pale pink and blue-grey, the insides of the 
lictals white, and in the centre of all a 
crown of yellow anthers. latter the Iietals 
lose substance and wither, and are fol¬ 
lowed by a silvery, feathery mop of a 
seed-head. Directly seeds are rijte and 
can lie stroked from the stem they should 
lie gathered and sown. 

A good many of the Anemones—verualis, 
Pulsatilla, nlpina, etc.—as well as the 
Clematis produce seeds with long, 
feathery awns. Not only should they be 
sown as soon as rijie, but I And it n good 
plan to sow' each seed separately. It is a 
little more tedious, but the seeds germi¬ 
nate well in that way, and it saves both 
crowding and subsequent pricking off. I 
have found Anemone verualis ns a 
meadow plant in short alpine turf, but 
here it flourishes in [sits in loam, and also 
In limestone moraine (without subter¬ 
ranean water-works), two-thirds lime¬ 
stone chips and oue-tliird soil. 

Stevenage . Clarence Elliott. 


norm ANI) UUl’UKK. 

Daffodils. 1 do not know how the 
majority of Uaudunino Illustrated 
readers have fared with their Daffodils. 
In this district I never rcinewlier such a 
short flowering season. Owing to the very 
cold spring, flowers were late in opening: 
in fact, mid season and late sorts came out 
together, and during the first few days of 
May it seemed likely we should have a tine 
display. On May bill, however, the 
weather changed, a high and bitter wind 
raged for many hours, and on Sunday 
morning the majority of the flowers pre¬ 
sented a very sorry a p| vara lice, the 
perianths lieing the worse affected and 
looking as if they had been scorched- Of 
tile different sections I lind Hie trumpets 
have suffered most, especially those flowers 
where the iierianth Is inclined to he of a 
light, flimsy character, as in princeps. The 
loss is noticeable in all places where tlie* 
blooms were excised to tin* foroe of tlie* 
wind, and is the more regrettable in a 
season like the present, when other flowers 
arc so late in o(ieiiing. The same wind 
knocked the taller of the Polyanthuses 
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about considerably, but, fortunately, bad 
no effect on the Primroses, of which there 
is now a very pleading display.—E. R. S., 
Hardwick . 

Fritillaria aurea. —This plant is seen to 
the best advantage when planted in 
breadths on gentle slopes or raised borders, 
sowing the bulbs broadcast as one would 
do Peas. ]| is very hardy, and the bulbs 
should not be lifted to store. They attain 
a much larger size and flower in greater 
profusion when allowed to remain in the 
ground. It is an Asia Minor plant, and 
one of the most fascinating of all FriUl¬ 
ianas. It grows hut a few inches high, 
and bears a solitary, pendulous, balloon- 
shaped flower from 1 inch to 2 inches 
across, golden yellow in colour, faintly 
netted on both surfaces with maroon 
tracery, but more heavily flecked maroon 
on the outside. The outer base of the 
flower is also flushed with the same colour. 
The bulbs are scarcely larger than a good- 
sized Pea, but they are wonderfully tena¬ 
cious of life.— The Garden. 

8cilla Lilio-Hyacinthus. —The Pyrenean 
Squill, known long ago as the Squill with 
a root like a Lilium, is again in bloom, and 
looks well in good clumiie, although there 
are some who criticise it as having too 
large foliage for the racemes of bloom It 
produces. It is a capital thing for the 
border or planting in Grass, where it is 
vigorous enough to hold its own in places 
which are comparatively rough. The 
normal colouring is blue, inclining to 
purple, but there is a little variation in 
the shade. There is in cultivation a white 
variety, still scarce, but there is no ap¬ 
parent reason for its scarcity, as it in¬ 
creases freely by offsets, and in some old 
gardens is quite plentiful. — S. Arnott. 

The Meadow Saxifrage (Saxifraga granu- 
lata).—I have been much aetoniehed by the be¬ 
haviour of this perennial native plant this 
year. It lias suddenly appeared in small 
patches in many dry places on my lawn, where 
a plant hae never been eeen before--of that I 
am certain. It ie true, it grows freely in the 
orchard, some 30 yarde away, but a id rip of 
Graee between the orchard and the lawn 16 
quite free fnm it. How did it get there? The 
lawn has had no top-dressing this winter. 
Does the plant spread by seed as well as bulbs, 
and if so, h w long will seed remain dormant, 
in the soil? How am I to get rid of it?—A. H. 
Maude 

Wallflowers. — Owing possibly to labour 
shortage, many Wallflowers were not trans¬ 
planted last summer. I refer to the trans¬ 
planting of the seedlings to nursery beds prior 
to their removal to the flowering quartern. All 
such plants were weakly and badly rooted, and 
when the severe frosts came they perished. A 
few of my own plants, grown in a gravelly 
soil in an exposed position, have scarcely lost 
a leaf. They were seedlings grown in a not- 
too-rich soil in their early stages, and so be¬ 
came very stocky, with numerous side branches 
and plenty of fibrous roots. Early planting in 
the autumn is essential to success.— Bourne 
Vale. 

Lawns. I read the other day. with some 
amusement, in the garden column of a local 
weekly journal, a- disquisition upon lawns. 
The readers of these notes, it may be assumed, 
have not. nor are interested in, lawns, and the 
beet ways in which to obtain a good sward and 
to eradicate weeds. Headers are, generally 
speaking, artisans and allotment-holders, and 
to devote space to lecturing them about lawns 
and flower beds thereon seems to me to be the 
height of absurdity. A few practical hints on 
seed sowing or on soil cultivation are worth 
more than many columns of learned talk about 
lawns. A Scottish Gardener. 

M The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds." —New Edition, IJlh, revised, with descriptions 
oj all the bee l plants, trees, a ad ah rubs, their culture, and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood, (’loth, medium 8 ih>, 15s.; 
post free, 15s. fid. OJ all Booksellers or from the office 
of Oakdkninu Illustrated, 03. Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
London, IV.C. 3. 


VEGETABLES. 

PROFITABLE V EG ETA BLES. 

1 noted in a recent number (he n- 
I urns obtained by iiu ulloluicut holder from 
bis Onion bed, and tbe prosiiecl of the ex¬ 
treme difficulty of obtaining foreign sup¬ 
plies leads to the suggestion Ibat special 
attention might well lie given to Hie culti¬ 
vation of Onions, together with the uiosl 
profitable vegetables. The mistake has 
often been made in Hie lost in all gardens 
and allotments, whether on u large or 
small scale, of plant.ug too many green 
vegetables, especially those that come in 
quickly and are soon over, wiUi the result 
that barrow-loads find their way to the 
manure-heap. It is distress ng iu a season 
like the present to contemplate row after 
row of routing stalks of many members of 
the Cabbage family and to think of the 
labour and money wasted. Of course, this 
is an exceptional season, and it is not often 
they are so badly hit, but there is always 
the chance of such losses. Of course, one 
is glad to have them alike in sufficient 
quantity and variety, but they should not 
monopolise the ground to the exclusion of 
more profitable tilings. All stem, tuber, and 
bulb vegetables that give a good return in 
proportion to tbe care bestowed on them 
and keep well should be largely grown, 
and the liest sorts in each family selected- 
deep and heavy Onions, for instance, Oar- 
rots of the intermediate type, mild- 
flavoured Parsnips (not too large), white 
Giinsoles, Leeks, and the like, also Pota¬ 
toes of good quality, not too strong in the 
haulm, and that ripen quickly. The old 
practice of allowing Cabbage stems to re¬ 
main for a second cutting should be aban¬ 
doned. They are too long in tbe ground. 
Instead, sowings should be made in tbe 
spring respectively of a small, quick-heart¬ 
ing sort and of that known as Christmas 
Drumhead—an excellent Cabbage of small 
size. This admits of three successive cut¬ 
tings of nice-hearted Cabbages for some 
eight continuous months and the immediate 
removal of stems. A little practice will de¬ 
termine the most profitable Green to grow 
for the other four months’ supply, except in 
a season like the present, when tlie weather 
has upset the best-laid schemes. Only 
sufficient Cauliflowers should be planted, 
resjiectivcly from February (under cover), 
early April, and mid-May sowings to meet 
the demand and avoid waste. Households 
are fortunate who have a good stock of 
dried Peas and Beans to fall back on—a 
Marrowfat in the former and Green Hari¬ 
cot or Butter Beau in the latter. 

_E. B. S. 

DIGGING. 

There are now engaged in cultivating the 
land thousands of men who probably never 
thought that they would lie occupied iu 
Hint way, and who have pretty well every¬ 
thing lo learn. It is said that out of evil 
comes good, and there is no doubt that 
this war will be the means of imparting a 
piaetieal knowledge of vegetable culture 
in many thousands who would never have 
thought of taking a spade iu their hands. 
The very foundation of successful vege¬ 
table culture is digging, and I may say at 
once that it means more than evenly turn¬ 
ing over the soil in a neat way for the re¬ 
ception of seed and plants. The method 
commonly followed by amateurs, and ton 
often. 1 fear, by professional gardeners, is 
to leave a nice even surface, each spit of 
soil being carefully broken ns it is turned 
over. This is a lieraieious practice, and 
in the long run makes tilings more diffi¬ 
cult for the grower, that is, if lie is not 
Indifferent to the condition of the soil, 
when lie gels Ids crojis in. I have lioeii in 
places where the whole of the kitchen gnr- 
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tli'ii miis dug over IK'fore Christmas jiml 
everything was ueat aud level, but I would 
rather have the ground undug and covered 
with the autunm growth of weeds until 
February. 

When ground is neatly dug over in 
winter, by the time the cropping season 
arrives it has oome into a close, pdsty 
condition, quite untit for seeds, and every 
bit must be forked over and sweetened be¬ 
fore anything can be put into it. The con¬ 
dition of the same soil turned up in big 
clods is totally different. Excessive mois¬ 
ture drains away, frost aud wind can act 
freely on the top spit, so that every |iar- 
ticle is sweetened and mellowed, and in a 
condition which allows the initial stages 
of growth to be made with freedom. In 
order to realise the effect of this rough 
digging, the condition of the soil when 
turned up and when sowing time comes 
should tie compared. Take a handful at 
digging time aud you will find that it is 
more or less sour. Do tile same when it 
has had a mouth or two of exposure and 
you will hud that, it is odourless, which is 
the normal and proper condition of the 
soil. 

There is, of course, a right and a wrong 
way of digging, and the novice generally 
adopts the latter. He is apt to begin in a 
hurry, wants to make a lug show in a 
short time, and winds up by getting what 
a writer in a contemporary humorously 
describes as “ gardener's backache.” The 
nuiu who lias done no harder work than 
use a i»en or who has been engaged in 
work totally different from gardening, and 
who makes up his miud to go in for a spell 
of digging should go cautiously to work 
One hour per day should lie the extreme 
limit for a beginning; any attempt to rush 
tlie job will be a ease of more haste less 
sjieed. The professional gardener and the 
cxiierieuced amateur who began early in 
life are quite aware that digging is work 
that cannot be rushed. They work at a 
twice that they know they cun keep up for 
days togetiier, and their muscles are iu a 
different condition from those of the man, 
perhaps luiddlo-aged, who attempts this 
kind of work for the first time in bis life. 
The mistake so frequently made is iu big 
spits. Take only just as much as can lie 
conveniently lifted, stand well over tlie 
simile so that it goes into the soil perfectly 
straight instead of in a slanting imsition 
and the physical strain will lie reduced to 
a minimum. J• Cobhhili.. 


INTEltCKOlTlNG IN THE 
VEGETABLE GARDEN. 

Last year 1 utilised in this way a fairly 
large plot net apart for Brussels Sprouts. 
The ground was dug early and well 
manured for tlie Sprouts. The preceding 
crop was late Potatoes. Having a quan¬ 
tity of winter Lettuces in the seed-bed, 
and also many Cabbage plants not cleared 
from tlie seed-bed, 1 used these as an 
intercrop. The Brussels Sprouts were set 
out at SO inches apart, which left space 
for a single row of tlie Lettuces and 
Cabliages. Not all the ground was so 
planted, simply because there were not 
enough plants to do this. Itotli intercrops 
did well and proved very useful, but 
throughout the season the Sprouts showed 
their resentment to the joint occupation, 
anil which is apparent even to-day, tlie 
stem-growth being about half that of the 
plants that were given the full space. Of 
course, there was a corresponding less 
yield of Sprouts. 

Oil another occasion ground bad been 
cleared of early Potatoes. The next crop 
was to la* Klniwherries, and ns there was 
an interval it was sown witli Cabbage 
Lettuce as a catch crop -at least, a i»ir- 
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tiou of it was so used. Here, again, tlie 
same symptoms were plainly seen, for tlie 
Strawberries growing on the portion of 
ground occupied by the lettuces showed 
marked debility, aud tlie crop compared 
badly with that of the plants adjoining. 
These are only two instances. I have 
planted a few Broad Beans among Cab¬ 
bages and Potatoes. The Beans among 
Cabbages were recommended by an ob¬ 
servant gardener as a means of combating 
tlie caterpillar plague in summer Cab¬ 
bages. In my case, however, it failed, so 
far as it affected the caterpillars, for the 
butterflies frequented the bed as though 
no Broad Beans were there. 

Some sow Asparagus beds with Lettuces. 
I have seen lieds so fully occupied witli 
them that the Asparagus shoots had to 
push through them. This is false economy, 
for it is certain the Asparagus has to 
suffer. To many it does not occur that 
lettuces take up a considerable amount 
of soil nutriment. 

A writer in a contemporary lust year 
suggested planting alternately Sprouts 
and Cauliflowers, tlie latter being early 
varieties that would tie cleared before the 
Sprouts had become fully grown. This 
form of intercropping (lid not satisfy and 
will not 1 m; repeated. I have seen very 
good results from planting midseason 
Potatoes a yard apart with winter 
Borecole and Broccoli, and in .some cases 
Brussels Sprouts between. The prinelim 1 
difficulty here is clearing tlie Potato crop 
without dahiaging the winter plants, and, 
should tile weather lie unsettled when 
digging the Potatoes, more trouble is 
added. I have found it better and more 
economical to grow one crop at a time, 
clearing one and planting another in rota¬ 
tion. Two good crops are generally as 
much as the land can carry in a year. 

West Wilts. 


AN OBJECT LESSON IN VEGETABLE 
GROWING. 

At the fortnightly meeting held by tlie 
Royal Horticultural Society oil Tuesday, 
May 8th, at the Drill Hall. Messrs. Sutton 
staged a flue collection of vegetables com¬ 
prising some 20 dishes in nil. The exhibit, 
as a whole, served to illustrate what cau 
be done in nil untoward season such as the 
present has lieen by the exercise of fore¬ 
thought and ingenuity in making use of 
means at command which in tlie past have 
been put lo other purposes. Vegetables 
coming under this category were Potatoes. 
French Beaus, Bush Marrows, and 
Cucumbers. The first-named, consisting 
of Ringleader and May Queen, were 
planted on February 5th, rather more than 
three months ago, the results obtained in 
liolli cases being excellent both iu regard 
to size anil quality. Tile Basil Marrows, 
ho far as could lie gathered, laid Im'cii 
grown in jmhI.s. the varieties lN*ing the green 
and tlie white. The fruits were of medium 
size, well formed, and nil that could be de- 
sired for table use. The Masterpiece and 
Tender and True French Beans bore 
evidence of high eulture, while excellent 
examples of a Cucumber named Market 
were in evidence. Lettuces of both Cos 
and Cabbage kinds were shown, also 
several varieties of French Breakfast 
Radishes, all of which had Im'cii grown in 
frames. Asparagus was represented by a 
bunch of very line produce of a variety of 
the firm's raising named Perfection. This 
was from outdoor beds, and really repre¬ 
sented the first of the present season's 
growth. Some nice heads of Harbinger 
and April Cabbages were staged, also of 
Snow White and Satisfaction Broccoli. 
These, of course, had also been grown out¬ 
doors. The other ileius, but which were 


no less inii mu-1 ani. of which the collection 
eons.sted were Perpetual Spinach. Rhu¬ 
barb, Seakale, and a very flue dish of 
Mushrooms.—A. W. 


THE SPRAYING OF POTATOES. 

As all gardeners arc aware, (he spraying 
of Potatoes is ail important means of pre¬ 
venting loss from disease, and iu order to 
put the means of spraying within the reach 
of allotment-holders and gardeners gener¬ 
ally the Director of Horticulture is mak¬ 
ing arrangements to provide for the spray¬ 
ing of all Potato crops grown by small 
cultivators. The Food Production Depart¬ 
ment is ordering from the manufacturers 
a large supply of the best types of Knap¬ 
sack Spraying Machines, and is making 
arrangements for the sending out in 
packets, ready for making up, of the 
materials for spraying. For the benefit of 
those who have not had exiierience in the 
use of the Kuupsnek Spraying Machine, 
demonstrations by experts are being 
arranged in different parts of the country. 
An illustrated leaflet describing bow and 
when to spray will be ready for issue in 
about ten days’ time, and may be had free 
of cost on application to the Director of 
the Horticultural Section, Food Produc¬ 
tion De|>a rtweiit. 72, Victoria-street, 
London. S.W. 1. The price of the Knap¬ 
sack Spraying Machines which have been 
selected is f.'i each, inclusive of packing 
ami delivery. As it is anticipated that 
there will lie a very large demand for the 
machines, all those who wish to purchase 
them should send in their applications 
without delay to the Food Production De- 
lairtment, 72, Victoria-street, London, 
S.W. 1. 


NOTES AND REDDIES. 

Failure of Onion Bets.—I have about 400 
Onion Aii*a Craig sets, planted about eix weeks 
ago. The tope are fairly green, and they seem 
to be quite healthy, hut the buibe feel very 
soft. Will you please advise?—M arch On. 

[You cannot reasonably expect tlie 
Onions in question to have already formed 
bulbs. If they are, as you state, in a 
fairly healthy condition it is as much as 
you can c.x|iect, esjiecially when the nature 
of the weather which has lieen experienced 
since the bulbs were first planted is taken 
into consideration. Given warmer weather 
and genial rains you will find them make 
rapid growth and begin to bulb in due 
cou rue.] 

Onions treatment of.—(1) Do spring-sown 
Onions require to be transplanted or let grow 
on in same ground? 12) If transplanted, what 
distance should Rousham Park Hero he put 
apart? (3) Is liquid-manure good for Onions? 
(4) What size should Celery Plants be when 
you put them in trenches? (5) How are Onion 
plants net?— Krnp.st Krnnbdy. 

| ill Spring-sown Onions do not require 
I ransplanting unless there should be any 
vacancies In the rows, when sueli can he 
made good by lifting and transplanting 
some of the plants from where they are 
too close together ill the drills. (2) They 
should, however, Is 1 thinned to a distance 
<if from -1 inches toll inches apart, accord¬ 
ing to Hie pur|rise the bulbs are required 
for. If for ordinary kitchen use l inches 
will suffice. Imt if larger examples are de¬ 
sired leave them not less than I! inches. 
(:t> Yes, liquid manure, when tlie Onions 
are growing freely, may lie applied to the 
roots witli beneficial results. It should, 
however, Ik- diluted according to its 
strength, otherwise more harm than good 
may result. (4) Celery, when ready for 
planting in the trenches, should be fur¬ 
nished with from four to six leaves, the 
outer ones fully de.vcloi>od, and he from 
1 inches to I! inches in height, according to 
the treatment lIK'S 1 liiivv received, or if of 
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robust habit or the reverse. (5) Onion 
plants may be set with a dibber, but if 
carefully lifted and due regard paid to the 
preservation of the roots they are best 
planted with a trowel, as holes large 
enough to accommodate the roots properly 
are easily oi>ened which calimit he done 
with a dibber.] 

Seedling Cabbage plants and frost.— 

The wholesale destruction of young Cab¬ 
bage plants in seed Jieds during the recent 
severe frosts seems to me to justify the 
extra work entailed in pricking the seed¬ 
lings into nursery beds. AVhen in the seed 
beds the roots are close to the surface, and 
the stems—naturally tender—are fully ex- 
jK>sed. Were the seedlings pricked off the 
stems would be buried for the greater 
part of their length, the roots would be 
further down—in short, the plants would 
he in better case to withstand the vicissi¬ 
tudes of winter. This is corroborated by 
the fact that plants from the same seed 
beds, transferred to their permanent 
quarters in early September, are un¬ 
scathed.—A Scottish Gardener. 

Maize or Sugar Corn is not so largely grown 
in this country ns a vegetable as it deserves. 
In the United States Maize is regarded as a 
vegetable, and grown specially for that pur- 
pcse. The culms should be gathered when of 
full size and the enveloping sheath still quite 
green- that is, before the seeds have become 
hard and floury and the white pulp of the 
interior still a soft paste. The culm is boiled 
and served up entire, or the seeds are taken 
off and served up like Kidney Beans. For an 
early supply sow the seeds singly in po>t6 of 
loamy soil and place in a temperature of 
55 degs., and grow on under glass till the end 
of the month, when, after having been hard¬ 
ened off, they may be planted 2 feet apart in 
a warm part of the garden. A succession may 
be obtained by sowing in the open air as soon 
as the ground has become somewhat warmed 
and there is no longer any danger of frost. 
When the plants commence to grow, occasion¬ 
ally star the surface of the ground with a hoe 
and water in dry weather. I have found 
Extra Early Dwarf, Early Concord, and Early 
Crosby reliable varieties.—F. W. G. 

Spinach.—This is now growing fast, and, 
seeing that green vegetables are so scarce, in¬ 
stead of thinning the plants in the usual way, 
allow them to become further developed, and 
draw the surplus and use for food. A slight 
dressing of sulphate of ammonia hoed in be¬ 
tween the rows will both accelerate growth 
and promote the production of succulent leaves 
of a large size. The same kind of manure will 
also prove beneficial in regard to Perpetual 
or Spinach Beet which was sown last autumn. 
More seed of the latter, «s well as the former 
or summer variety, should now be sown.— 
A. W. 

Scarlet Runners.—As these will in all prob¬ 
ability be in great demand this season, a first 
sowing may now be made. The seed may be 
sown in drills, but to obtain a long and con¬ 
tinuous supply the ground where the sowing 
is to be made should be prepared in the same 
way as for late Peas or for early Celery. 
Well-rotted manure ehould be placed in the 
bottom of the trenches, and if more than one 
row is required allow a space of quite 10 feet 
between them. In this case the second or sub¬ 
sequent sowings may be made ten or twelve 
days later.—A. W. 

Staking Peas with Bamboo canes.—I was 

much interested in the letter of “ F. Gifford," 
in Gardening Illustrated, April 14th, about 
staking Peas and advocating the using of 
Bamboos. Gould fuller details be given for the 
amateur gardener, as "put in 10 inches apart 
at an angle of 50 dogs" does not give much 
help?—M. W. 

Moss litter for manure.—I have used peat 
Moss litter manure for the garden with suc¬ 
cess, but I find that the general experience is 
no-t so satisfactory. This is probably due to 
the fact that T never use it in a fresh state, 
hut only after it has lain for some time. I 
believe that it is often employed in too fresh I 
a condition.—H. A. ' 

Digitized by GOO^lC 


THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom May 15th. — Aubrietias (in variety), 
Androecice arachnoidea, A. villosa, A. sarmen- 
tom, Armeria emspitosa, Morisia hypogaea, 
Saxifrapes (in variety). Arenaria balearica, 
Hutc.hinsia alpina, single and double Arabis, 
lberis (in variety), Dryas octopctala, Potcn- 
tilla alba, Geums (in variety), Dianthus Napo¬ 
leon III., Gentiana acaulis, Anchusa myosoti- 
diflora, Veronica filiformis, Omphalodcs verna, 

O. cappadocica. Phlox divaricata, P. reptans, 

P. setacca (in variety), P. subulata, Ourisia 
coccinea, Draba Aisoon, T). hr u.ni a: folia, San- 
guinaria canadensis (Hloodroot). Ifeucheras, 
Arnebia erhioidCs (Prophet-flower), Chrysogo- 
num virginianum, Auriculas (in variety), Mer- 
tensia ec.hioides, M. virginica, Pulmonaria offi¬ 
cinalis, Lotus siliquosus. Violas (in variety). 
Forget-me-nots (in variety), A quilegia Helena, 
Epimcdiums (in variety), Thulict rums (in 
variety), Primulas (in variety). Dielytra spec- 
tabilis, Anemones (in great variety), Iris (in 
variety), Muscari (Grape Hyacinths) (in 
variety), Tufted Pansies (in variety), Sweet 

,Violets, Tulips (in variety), Polyanthus (in 
variety), Scillas, Chionodoxas, Caltha palustris 
(Marsh Marigold), Caltha pnlypetala, Narcissi 
(in variety), Fritillaria imperialis (Crown Im¬ 
perial), F. Mclcagris (in variety), Trillium 
grandiftorum, r Ergthroniums (Dog’s - tooth 
Violets) (in variety). Ericas (in variety), Andro¬ 
meda polifolia. Daphnes (in variety), roly gala 
Chamwbuxus purpurea, Pyrus Malus (in 
variety), Primus (in variety), Kcrria japonica, 
Cydonias (in variety), Herberts (in variety). 
Viburnum Carlesi, V. rhytidophyllum, S pi nr a 
arguta, S. Thunbergi, llibes sanguincum (in 
variety), Osmanthus Delavayi, Forsytlnas, 
Magnolias (in variety). Lilacs, Amclanchicr 
Hotryapium (the Snowy Mespilus). 

Thb week’s work. —At the time of writing the 
ground is very dry, only .05 of an inch of rain 
having been registered during the past month. 
Recently-planted trees and shrubs must be 
given liberal supplies of water until eetab- 
lished. To conserve the moisture in the soil 
mulchings of decayed leaves and litter should 
be applied. Rhododendrons especially should 
not be allowed to become dry at the roots, 
a liberal mulching of farmyard manure l>eing 
of great benefit to these. A good soaking of 
liquid manure is of much assistance to estab¬ 
lished clumps of Pseonies. All the varieties of 
Narcissi and most other bulbs have bloomed : 
remarkably well, but owing to the dry ! 
weather and great sun beat, the flowering ^ 
season has been an unusually short one. The 
present is a suitable time for marking such as 
need to be taken up when the foliage is ripe, 
divided, and replanted. This is necessary in 
many places in from three to five years. 
Annuals sown early and pricked out into 
frames are now being planted in their per¬ 
manent. quarters. The young plants are given 
a thorough watering and damped overhead for 
a few days, thus encouraging a free start. A 
little extra trouble taken at first is amply re¬ 
paid by their quick and rapid growth. It is 
yet too early to plant out many of the more 
tender plants, such as Heliotropes, which are 
far better left where they can be afforded 
shelter in case of cold winds or frosty nights. 
Plante put out too eoon often receive a check 
from which it takes them a long time to re¬ 
cover. All plants intended for beds and borders 
should now be thoroughly hardened for plant¬ 
ing out as soon as all fear of frost is over. 
Perpetual Carnations which have flowered in 
pots throughout the winter may now be 
planted out on well-prepared beds and borders, 
and will produce an abundance of bloom 
throughout the summer. 

Climbers grow rapidly at this season, and 
thinning out the weak, flowerless shoots, and 
nailing or tying in sufficient young wood to 
cover the allotted space must be attended to. 
In the treatment of climbing plants crowding 
of the growths should be avoided or the de¬ 
sired effect will be spoiled. This is particu¬ 
larly applicable to Clematises, Loniceras. 
Roses, Vitis, and Wistaria. If the soil of the 
borders in which climbers are growing is dry. 
water should be afforded freely from time to 
time. When the free growth of Roses on walls 
is prevented they are particularly liable to 


attacks of green-fly. If this makes its appear¬ 
ance the ehoote should be syringed with eome 
approved insecticide, 6iich as Quassia extract. 
This remedy, being prepared in a concentrated 
form, can be readily used by simply mixing 
with it the desired quantity of water; and 
for syringing Roses and other subjects in¬ 
fested with green or block fly it is a cheap and 
effectual insecticide. F. W. Galeop. 

Lilford Hall Gardens, Oundle, Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Broccoli.—As eoon as the heads have been 
cut pull up the old stems, clean the ground, 
and then prepare it either for late I’eas or 
Celery. For the Peas take out trenches about 
T foot in width and the same in depth, and 
place well-rotted manure at-the bottom for the 
roots to feed in, and return sufficient of the 
soil to fill the trench to within a couple of 
inches of the surface so that a trough-like 
hollow remains for the conservation of water 
when this has to be given. The Celery trenches 
can be opened just as fancy dictates or ac¬ 
cording to the system of growing this crop 
which finds favour. In either case the ground 
between the trenches and Pea rows can be 
utilised for the growing of other things in the 
meantime, so that there will be no necessity 
for the ground to lie idle. 

Cauliflowers. Proceed with the planting of 
these as soon as they are large enough. With 
regard to those for autumn supply, set them 
out not less than 30 inches apart, and 6cw 
between them Turnips, Dettuces, or something 
which will turn in quickly. 

Vegetable Marrows.—If there are hand- 
lights to spare, the forwardest of the plants 
may be got out without further delay. Most 
people prepare a heap of material the ingre¬ 
dients of which generate a certain amount of 
heat, which gives the plants a good start. If 
the handlighte are placed on these heaps and 
the plants set out, watered home with tepid 
water, shaded for a day or two, and then aired 
during the day, they eoon become established, 
and may be left entirely unprotected by the 
end of the month. Old hotbeds are also good 
places on which to set out Marrows. Failing 
either of the foregoing, the next best thing to 
do is to open out a trench a yard in width 
and as long as is deemed necessary, and fill it 
to a depth of 2 feet, with fermenting material. 
The soil thrown out of the trench can be uti¬ 
lised for the covering of the manure. On this 
set out the plants in due course, and protect 
with boxes or anything of a like nature till the 
plants get a grip of the soil and all Hanger of 
frost has passed. Everyone who has a garden 
should grow as many Marrows as possible, 
both for present and future use. When fully 
matured and carefully stored they keep in ex¬ 
cellent condition for a long time. A person 
mentioned the other day that he had got one 
of last year's crop still perfectly sound. The 
fruit when ripe can be used in a variety of 
ways, and is very wholesome. 

Salsafy, Scorzonera, and Chicory.—The 
foregoing should now be sown in drills stand¬ 
ing 1 foot apart. Ground which has been well 
manured for a previous crop and is not too 
heavy is to be preferred for these crops. The 
two first-named are not what may be termed 
popular vegetables, and it is, therefore, useless 
to grow any great quantity of either. Chicory, 
on the other hand, is very useful, if only to 
afford material with which to eke out the 
supply of salading in the winter. Anyone 
having a cellar or similar place can easily 
secure a good supply of the leaves during the 
winter. The leaves are also used for cooking 
as well as for the making of salads. 

Disbudding.—This, as far as it applies to 
Peach and Nectarine trees, must be com¬ 
menced. After being dormant for a longer 
period than usual, the ehoote will now develop 
quickly and require immediate attention. 
This must be spread over a period of from ten 
to fourteen days, much depending, of course, 
on weather conditions. If a dull and cold spell 
should set in it is best suspended for the 
time being and resumed again on the return of 
bright, and warmer weather. Tf it continues 
warm the matter may have attention every 
two or three days. At the outset the fore- 
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rights. or those shoots which are produced at 
a right angle or nearly eo to the wall, should 
be removed. These shoots, owing to their 
awkward position, are of no use for furnishing 
the tree with fruiting wood for another year, 
hence the reason why they should be dispensed 
with. It is from the shoots situated on the 
rides of the branches that a final selection has 
to be made, and the nearer they are to the 
base of the branch on which they have their 
origin the better. It is customary to leave the 
shoot at the tip to draw the sap. one about mid¬ 
way. and one or two at the base at the finish. 
If the shoot situated about the middle distance 
D found later on to be superfluous it is rubbed 
or pulled off. and the same with one of the 
basal shoots if both are not required, the pre¬ 
ference always being given to that on the 
upper side of the branch. Keep a good look 
cut for aphides, and dust the colonies when 
found with Tobacco powder. Should any of 
the leaves exhibit 6igns of blister remove and 
burn them at once. 

Apricots.—The border, or that portion of it 
next the wall, should be examined, and if 
found to be getting dry water it liberally. The 
protective material and appliances can soon 
be dispensed with for this season. 

Late Vines. -Muscats, both black and white, 
should be carefully set as soon as they come 
into flower, using pollen taken from a free- 
setting variety for the purpose. It is also good 
practice to extend the same amount of atten¬ 
tion to Gros Colman when the latter is worked 
on a Muscat stock. If stopping has been 
attended to up to the time the Vines began to 
flower they will take no harm until setting is 
complete, but it should be resumed again as 
soon as that stage is reached. Start -thinning 
when the berries are visibly swelling, begin¬ 
ning with Black Alicante and Gros Maroc. first, 
a6 the berries of these soon become eo wedged 
together if it is delayed for a few days as to 
render the process very tiresome and laborious. 
The thinning of White Muscats. Mrs. Pearson, 
and Lady Hntt may be left till last. See that 
the border receives all the water it requires, 
and afford an artificial stimulant at the same 
time. 

Bedding out. — Hardy subjects, such as 
Violas, Pansies, Pentstemons, Phloxes, Aga- 
thaeas. and other things of a fairly hardy 
nature may now be planted, which will allow 
of time taken up in the watering, etc., of them 
being diverted into other channels. The pits 
and frames vacated by them can then bo used 
for the hardening of more tender subjects yet 
in warmer structures. 

Liliums in variety.—The bulbs which were 
potted 6ome eight or nine weeks since and 
6 tood in frames to make a start will be ready 
for planting out in beds, borders, and shrub¬ 
beries by the third week of the month. Cool 
treatment and an abundance of air have 
rendered such growth as has been made quite 
hardy, and they will be proof against frost 
should such occur about planting time. 

Gelosias.—Plante for pots should be attended 
to before they get crowded and drawn in the 
receptacles into which they were pricked off. 
After being potted, stand them on a shelf close 
to the glass, and on no account should they be 
allowed to get 60 dry as to be at the point of 
flagging. Pots 6 inches and 7 inches in 
diameter are suitable for C-eloeias. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Peaches and Nectarines on a south wall 
have set- an abundant crop of fruit, and the 
temporary protection has been cleared away. 
The thinning of the fruits will now receive 
attention, removing all badly-placed ones, re¬ 
taining only those fruits that are most pro¬ 
minent and taking the lead in size. The final 
thinning will not be carried out until they 
have finished stoning. The trees have been 
well watered, and when a full crop is swelling 
weak liquid-manure from the farmyard will 
be frequently given. To young trees making 
strong growths only clear water should be 
afforded, but this should be liberally supplied 
during long spells of drought. Continue to dis¬ 
bud at regular interval till the shoots have 
been reduced to the desired number. The spell 
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of cold north-east winds recently experienced 
is likely to bring an attack of aphis, which re¬ 
quires very persistent measures to keep in 
check. Beside the periodical applications of 
Quassia extract, the trees must have a 
thorough washing with clear water in tho 
afternoon during mild weather. Cold winds 
also favour blister on the leaves, and these 
must be picked off and burnt. A look out 
must also be kept for the first appearance of 
mildew', and the affected parts dusted with 
flowers of sulphur. 

Raspberry plants are now growing fast, and 
the young canes should be thinned unless re¬ 
quired for future transplanting. They may be 
thinned down to two or three growths to each 
stool. When stock is required for forming new 
plantations the suckers more distant from the 
stools should be allowed to remain. An turn n- 
fruiting varieties should be afforded sufficient 
room to allow of the canes being tied thinly 
to the wires. Stir the surface-soil and apply 
a good mulch of half-rotted manure, and if 
the weather is dry follow this with a thorough 
soaking of weak liquid-manure. 

Cineraria seeds should now be sow’n in well- 
drained pans filled with sandy soil. Place the 
pans in a close, but not a high, temperature, 
where plenty of shade and moisture can be 
afforded. The seeds should be sown thinly, 
as Cinerarias sown at this time grow so freely 
that it is not necessary to prick the seedlings 
off into boxes or pans. Immediately the plants 
begin to make their second leaves they may be 
transferred direct to thumb pots, using a rather 
coarse soil, and in doing this take care not 
to cover the hearts of the plants. After pot¬ 
ting, place the plants in a close frame, attend 
to shading, and sprinkle with tepid water both 
morning and evening until well established. 
The main batch of Primulas should also be 
sown now, and a further sowing may be made 
about the middle of June for late flowering. 
A compost of equal parte of good fibrous loam 
and leaf-mould with a small addition of sharp 
sand is suitable. Press this compost firmly 
into the pots or pans to within half an inch of 
the top. Water before sowing, and sprinkle 
sufficient sand over the surface to cover the 
soil. On this sand sow evenly and thinly, as 
Primula seed usually comes up irregularly, 
and a thin sowing admits of the removal of 
plants that may be ready without disturbing 
the remainder. Cover the surface with just 
enough fine soil to hide the sand and gently 
press the surface. Place the pots or pans in a 
warm corner of the greenhouse, cover with 
glass, and shade with a sheet of paper. While 
the seed is germinating the temperature should 
not rise above 70 degs. Immediately the plants 
are large enough to be handled prick off round 
the rims of small pots, and place in a pro- 
pa gat ing-ca6e. Water with care, and shade if 
necessary. Two-year-old Malmaison Carna¬ 
tions are coming into flower, they are shaded 
from bright sunshine, abundance of air and oc¬ 
casional stimulants being given. The flower- 
stems are neatly staked, and the buds thinned 
to one on a stem as soon as they appear. 

Early Peas, owing to the long spell of cold 
weather, will be very late this year. It has 
been necessary to give plenty of water at the 
roots, and the ground between the rows has 
been mulched with stable-manure, which will 
help to retain the moisture in the soil. To 
produce supplies from the middle of August, 
large sowings should now be made, and, ns 
this crop will have to be grown through the 
most trying part of the season, special pre¬ 
parations should be made. If the ground on 
which they are to be grown was recently' oc¬ 
cupied by Bras3icas, the plot should be dug 
and trenches taken out at the proper distance 
apart to tho depth of 15 inches. At the bottom 
of the trenches should be placed 9 inches of 
good, rotten manure and trodden lightly, after¬ 
wards covering to the depth of 4 inches with 
soil, which, if dry, should be given a good 
watering. The seeds should then be sown 
thinly and covered with the remaining 2 inches 
of soil. Afe soon as the young plants are suffi¬ 
ciently' advanced they should be earthed up 
and staked and the ground between the rows 
mulched. Large sowings of French Beans have 
been made on sheltered borders. For a supply 
from June to October a sowing will be made 
every fortnight up to the end of July, and even 


later where protection can be given. A small 
sowing of 

Endive has been made, sowing the seeds 
very thinly in shallow drills. When large 
enough the seedlings will be transplanted to 
rich 6oil in an open situation. The large- 
leaved Batavian varieties should be planted 
about 12 inches or 15 inches apart each way. 
but for the Green-curled les3 epaoe is needed. 

Dandelion also makes a good addition to the 
salads when forced. Seed should now be sown 
in shallow drills on a piece of ground well 
drained and not too rich. When the seed 
germinates and the plants are large enough, 
thin out to a foot apart. 

Radishes.—Make frequent small sowings 
from now onwards wherever the space per¬ 
mits. Water the seedlings as often as possible 
to hasten the growth of succulent roots. Fort¬ 
nightly sowings of Mustard and Cress are 
made on a warm border in the open. At this 
season the flower-stems of 

Seakale usually show abundantly, especially 
on plants of more than a year old, and these 
muot be removed by cutting them off low 
down, but taking care not to injure the leaves. 
The young sets planted out last month will re¬ 
quire to be disbudded, leaving the strongest 
one. Every encouragement should be given 
the plants to make a robust growth. A slight 
dressing of guano will shortly be applied, stir¬ 
ring the surface-soil with the Dutch hoe. 

Vegetable crops generally should be given a 
good mulch of some kind or another, whether 
the soil is light or heavy. A good mulch i3 
valuable to most vegetable crops, as it not only 
acts as a stimulant, but also conserves the 
moisture in the soil. For all the larger-grow¬ 
ing vegetables-, such as Peas; Beans of various 
kinds, Cauliflowers, etc., half-decayed stable- 
manure is preferable to anything else, whilst 
for the smaller-growing kinds, such a-3 Onions, 
Carrots. Turnips, Lettuces, etc., manure from 
a spent Mushroom bed provides excellent 
material. If this cannot be obtained, leaf- 
mould will answer the purpose, and if nothing 
better is obtainable the Grass from the lawn 
may be used. F. W. Gallop 


SCOTLAND. 

Cyclamens. -In the course of the week a 
batch of seedling Cyclamens was potted from 
thumbs into 4-inch pots. This is a rather 
larger shift than is usually given, and wai 
principally done with a view to time-saving. 
It will be neoesetary for a time to be very 
careful in watering, but if that be done there 
is no reason why these plants should not do 
as well as if they had been treated in a more 
orthodox fashion. The batch will be grown on 
under greenhouse treatment until July, when 
the plants will be placed in cold frames. When 
possible, the sashes will be removed and the 
syringe kept at work upon the foliage. Given 
this treatment, the plants may he relied upon 
to give a good account of themselves when re¬ 
turned to their flowering quarters and to 
bloom freely during the early months of next 
year. 

Lobelia Kathleen Mallard.—This double- 
flowered Lobelia is very free, and is well 
adapted for the greenhouse or conservatory. 
It is showy, too, when grown out-of-doors; but 
the heavy blooms are apt to rot after a spell 
of wet weather. On the whole, therefore, it is 
more effective under glass, and a quantity of 
well-rooted young plants has been put into 
pots and shallow pans. These are chiefly 
4 inches and 5 inches in diameter, the pans. I 
think, being more suitable for this Lobelia 
than are the pots. 

Routine work under glass.—Under the pre¬ 
sent circumstances the work under glass must 
suffer to some extent. Watering must, of 
course, be attended to daily in the case of pot 
plants, and as often as becomes necessary as 
regards fruit-houses. Details in respect of the 
latter may be given attention to at stated 
intervals, and if these intervale be rigidly 
adhered to, what may perhaps be considered 
a rather haphazard method will be found to 
answer fairly well. It is now necessary to de¬ 
vote at least one day per week to potting, re¬ 
potting, and attending to plants. Peach-thin¬ 
ning is yet being carried out! This and similar 
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work—G rape-tli i UI 1 ins. for example—can be 
done more comfortably in the evening. Figs 
now require, and are benefited by, frequent 
allowances of etiniulanta. Well diluted liquid- 
manure is preferable to chemical substitutes 
when it can be procured. This gives, I think, 
more tone and vigour to the leaves, and in all 
cases strong foliage is a sure index to healthy 
trees, and assists greatly in the formation of 
good crops of fruit. 

Hardy fruit-trees.—On walls the outlook is 
encouraging. Except, as previously indicated, 
in the case of a proportion of Pear-trees, 
bloom, or the promiee or bloom, is abundant. 
Weather conditions, too, are, so far, favour¬ 
able. Within three weeks we have in this dis¬ 
trict passed from arctic weather to summer. 
Peaches and Nectarines on walls, now well set, 
have never required protection. In such a 
season, readily affixed and readily removable 
' coverings, such as I referred to some weeks 
ago, are preferable to fixed cotton nets or 
similar things, which when put on must re- 
•main until danger from froet is over. When 
trees can be fully exposed without risk when 
in bloom, the freer circulation of air assists 
to some extent in the dispersal of pollen end 
aids the bees and other insects in that w u k. 
In the case of Peaches, Nectarines, Plums, and 
Pears now iu bloom, in addition to these in¬ 
sect fertilisers, hand-pollination is being 
attended to. As soon as it is noticed that the 
fruits are formed a thorough drenching with 
soft water will be given to each tree. This 
helps to give the young crops a start and will 
be attended to, even should something else 
have to stand. 

Hardy-flower borders.—When for a series of 
years hardy-flower borders—so far as cleaning 
is concerned, at all events—‘have been left to 
young hands, many of us during the present 
season will be finding that there is rather 
more Bishop weed among the clumps than we 
approve of. Young men lack the patience to 
take time to root out this pest, and hack it 
over by the ground-line, leaving the roots to 
ramble and increase. I have a special anti¬ 
pathy to Bishop weed, and during the week, 
while borders were being broken down and 
cleaned. I have made, as the work went on, 
a point of clearing it out as thoroughly as 
possible. Perseverance generally eradicates 
it, but. unfortunately, there are places in 
which it cannot be conveniently got at. and 
which serve as bases for future raids. As the 
borders are attended to, the needful stakes 
are placed in position, and a few of the more 
advanced subjects—a collection of Japanese 
Preon-ies among others—have received their 
preliminary ties. Like others who are speci¬ 
ally fond of hardy plants, I was rather sur¬ 
prised to read in these columns of the break¬ 
ing up of a well-known collection in order to 
set the borders free for vegetable growing. 
The idea is praiseworthy, but it would seem 
that the labour entailed in lifting the plants 
and preparing the borders for their new occu¬ 
pants would absoyb the value of the latter. 

Hardening off. The time is again at hand 
when hardening off in the case of such plants 
as may have been raised for summer planting 
must, be attended to. A sheltered place is de¬ 
sirable for this purpose, for weather observers 
will have noticed that about this time there 
are generally some days of bleaching east 
winds. These are very hard indeed upon 
tender plants, so that shelter of some kind is 
necessary. We are not yet beyond the risk of 
damage from frosts, so that the plants put out 
to harden must also be in a position which 
admits of their being quickly protected should 
the thermometer drop too low. 

Asparagus is now plentiful from the beds 
out-of-doors. The fine weather of late has 
brought, it on quickly, and the first. cutting 
was made only a few days later than the 
normal date. Close cutting will now be prac¬ 
tised until the Asparagus season is over. 


Potato planting was during the week con¬ 
cluded. A large area waa put in by horse 
labour, and included good breadths of King 
Edward VII. (always a favourite), Arran Chief, 
Great Boot, and Up to Date. Small sowings of 
French Beans and of Climbing French Beane 
were also made. W. McGuffoo. 


lem, Kirkcudbright. 

Google 


balmae Gardens , Kirkcudbright. 

Digitized by 


BEES. 

THE SWARMING OF BEES. 

Some bee-keepers, and many beginners 
who have possessed themselves of useful 
elementary information on the general 
modus operandi, are perplexed about 
swarming. Those who only want one 
hive, or at the most two, say they would 
rather have no swarms at all, because 
they do not wish to increase their hold¬ 
ing of bees. This cannot be, in the natural 
course of things. Let me endeavour to 
clear up the matter. Briefly, swarming is 
the bees’ natural method of propagating 
its species, and without it the bee would 
become extinct. Towards the close of May 
the hives become crowded with youug bees, 
which hatch out by thousands each day. 
What is to happen? The bee is well 
aware, and acts accordingly, but in a 
spirit of the most wonderful self-sacrifice. 
The older bees forthwith proceed to build 
queen-cells, in which the ruling queen de¬ 
posits eggs. When the first queen-cell is 
sealed over, the older bees resolve to take 
an almost reckless course—viz., to seek a 
new- home, leaving their old habitation, 
thoroughly furnished and plentifully pro¬ 
vided with food, for the rising generation 
and its own new queens—for there will be 
several at first. Out comes the swarm, 
forcing the queen to come, too. She 
alights on a branch or something near, and 
her excited subjects, well filled with honey, 
cluster round her. Obviously, the main 
stock is considerably weakened, because 
probably half of the colony has left it. 
So severe is the weakening that little, if 
any, surplus honey will be stored for the 
bee-keeper. Herein lies the novice’s per¬ 
plexity. He expects honey, hut if his bees 
swarm lie will most likely have none. 
What is he to do? He may either try to 
prevent swarming or he may let them do 
so and then deal with them in such a way 
as to obtain a fair amount of honey. 

Prevention of swarming— Give plenty 
of room well in advance of the bees’ needs. 
Swarming takes place, as we have seen, 
owing to overcrowding and consequent 
over-heating. Therefore, before the need 
of room shows itself, put on the excluder, 
and above it a crate filled either with sec¬ 
tions or shallow frames, and cover with 
quilts as usual. In hot weather open the 
entrance to its full width and raise the 
hive in front above its floor-board. This 
mode cheeks, and probably prevents, 
swarming, but no method can be said to 
be Invariably successful. If bees once get 
“ swarming fever,” as it is called, it is 
almost impossible to prevent them. 

Profitable treatment of a swarm.— Have 
a hive ready, furnished with new- brood 
foundation or with some empty brood- 
comb, or both. When the swarm has 
clustered remove the hive from which it 
made its exodus to some other spot. 
Place the newly-fitted hive on the old loca¬ 
tion and immediately hive the swarm into 
it. Put excluder and crate on—the latter 
from the parent hive if it. had one—and 
cover all up warmly. By evening the bees 
will have got well to work, and all flying 
bees, ignorant of what has taken place, 
will join tlie swarm, thus strengthening it 
to such an extent that surplus honey will 
result. The old depleted stock will now 
he only a “nucleus hive,” to be sold or 
used for the building up of a colony for 
another year. A late “nucleus hive” is, 
however, of little profit. This second sug¬ 
gestion will necessitate re-queening after 
a couple of years to ensure the possession 
of a vigorous and prolific queen. A 
troublesome method to prevent swarming 
is to examine the combs weekly and cut 
out all queen cells. “Casts,” or second 


swarms, may be prevented by cutting out 
all queen cells, but choose a strong-looking 
one near the middle of the brood-chamber. 
A short article such as this cannot be ex¬ 
haustive, but what I have said will remove 
most of the difficulties. The two methods 
I have somewhat fully described are gener¬ 
ally recognised as satisfactory. They each 
have the additional advantage of sim¬ 
plicity. 

Bees in my district—the Midlands—are 
working phenomenally fast upon the fruit 
blossoms which have burst out with re¬ 
markable suddenness and profusion. Bee¬ 
keepers should keep a careful eye on their 
bees, and provide plenty of storage-room 
in good time. It is quite easy for bees to 
overrun their owner when nectar is plen¬ 
tiful. B. R. H. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Bees.— There are many reports that, not 
only those who still have bees, but also 
those who have lost some of their colonies 
through the Isle of Wight disease, arc- 
taking measures to increase the number of 
their hives. Several whose apiaries have 
been willed out by this puzzling scourge 
are courageously starting afresh; but, 
further, which is particularly satisfactory, 
there are very many people to whom this 
is an entirely new occupation who are 
strenuously striving to obtain stocks or 
swanns. I should like to ask w’hat the 
British Bee-keepers’ Association is doing 
to encourage bee-keeping?— Enthusiast. 


National Rose Society.— In view of the 
exceptional circumstances now prevailing, 
the Council of the National Rose Society 
have thought it right to cancel their great 
summer show, which was to have been 
held at the Royal Botanic Gardens on 
Friday, July Cth, 1917. In order, how¬ 
ever, that nurserymen may have an oppor¬ 
tunity of exhibiting their latest produc¬ 
tions arrangements have been made in 
i conjunction with the Royal Horticultural 
I Society for a special display of new seed¬ 
ling Roses to be held at the Drill Hall, 
Buckingham Gate, on Tuesday, July 17th, 
and also for a modified autumn meeting to 
be held in the same hall on Tuesday, Sep¬ 
tember 11th, 1917.—Courtney Page, Hou. 
Secretary. _ t 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Improving clay soil (A. S .).—In order to im¬ 
prove clay soil such substances should be 
added to it as will render it more porous. 
Road-grit, old mortar-rubble, wood-ashes, burnt, 
vegetable refuse, leaf-mould, and freeh manure 
from the stable with plenty of litter in it, are 
all good. The ground should be broken up and 
well trenched two spades deep, and a quantity 
of the materials mentioned incorporated with 
it. You cannot expect any permanent success 
to be attained by merely surfacing the clay 
with a layer of eandy soil. You could grow 
Asters and Stocks, Sweet Williams, Carnations. 
Pinks, Campanula grandis, C. latifolia, C. 
Medium (Canterbury Bell), Pansies, Lychnis 
| clvalcedonioa, Lupins, Delphiniums, Japanese 
Anemones, Sunflowers, both perennial and au- 
' nual, Michaelmas Daisies, Pyrethrum uligi- 
I notiiiin. Coreopsis, Day Lilies, and other 
1 flowers. 

j Layering Perns (A .).—'There are a few of 
what are called proliferous Ferns, producing 
tiny plantlete on the fronds, that can be in- 
I creased in the way referred to. But if these 
plantlets be cut off and planted thickly in 
eandy soil in pans or pots, and covered up for 
’a time, they soon root and make nice young 
plants. Generally Ferns are raised by mowing 
the spores obtained from prolific fronds, cut 
when well filled with brown spore cases on the 
undersides, laid on newspaper to dry, then 
shaken out, gathered up, and sown thinly on 
sandy soil in pots or pane, gently moistened, 
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and stood in a warm greenhouse or frame, and 
ehaded. Precently the surface of the soil be¬ 
comes coated with a greenish growth, from 
out of which tiny Pern fronds spring, and soon 
after these seedlings can be lifted out and be 
potted up singly. 

VEGETABLES. 

Spraying Potatoes (T. Plater ).—The proper 
proportions of the sulphate of copper and lime 
solution, commonly called Bordeaux mixture, 
are 1 lb- of each. Tie the sulphate, which is 
bluestone, in a coarse piece of canvas, and put 
it into a wooden tub holding some 10 gallons. 
Put in 2 gallons of boiling water on the sul¬ 
phate. and let it dissolve during the night. 
Also in a pail dissolve the lime, which should 
be fresh, ami when clear add the water to that 
in the tub. Still further, dissolve in hot water 
1 lb. of common treacle, and add that also. 
Then fill up the tub. The solution should be 
applied about the middle of July, with a 
second application three weeks later. It must 
be applied in the form of spray from a knap- 
sack-eprayer, or by the aid of a spraying 
syringe. It is best applied in the evening. As 
prevention is better than cure, it is well to 
spray all the Potatoes, whether early, mid¬ 
season, or late. See also article on “Spraying 
Potatoes,” on page 287 of this issue. 


SHORT REPLIES. 


Miss Bickerateth .—Write to Messrs. Barr and 
Sons. King-street, Co vent Garden, London, 


ITS NOT TOO LATE TO USE RITO No. 1. 


You may liave been disappointed in not having obtained RITO, owing to the 
enormous demand, in time to sow in the trenches when planting Potatoes. It has been 
found by practical tests to do equally well if hoed in the surface soil just as the tubers 
come through the ground. 

For Peas, Beans, Carrots, Onions, Cabbage, and all garden .produce, if already 
planted, sprinkle RITO on the surface soil and hoe it in. Either water or the rain will 
wasli the RITO sufficiently deep to produce excellent results. 

Extracts from letters received from pleased users: - 

RUNNER BEANS. —Rito treated plot yielded 31 lbs. 2 oz. ; un¬ 
treated plot, 9 lbs. 7 oz. 

POTATOES. —Our trench of Potatoes containing ten plants 
treated with rich farmyard manure produced IS lbs. 
A similar plot treated with Rito produced 2S lbs. 
Rito-treated Potatoes perfectly sound and clean, 
others much diseased. 

Equally good reports from growers of all Garden Produce. 


PRICES: -3 bushel bag, 17 61 2 bushel bag, 126, 1 bushel bag 76 

Cartons, 1/• each. 

Ask for Booklet, "Rito Results,'’ from Dealers, or 

THE MOLASSINE COMPANY, Ltd., 16, Tunnel Avenue, GREENWICH, S.E. 10. 


RITO SUITS EVERYTHING THAT GROWS. 



W.C.- D. Hall - Write to the Board of Agri¬ 
culture for their leaflet No. 250, “ Fruit 

Bottling for Small-holders,” and No. 299, 
‘ Harvesting and Storing of Garden Veget¬ 
ables.''- Miss Jeavons— See note by Messrs. 

Barr and Sons in our next week's issue.- 

Euston Road .—The only way to find out the 
value of the powdered leather is to have it 

analysed.-fish.-Alsine verna is now 

known as Arenaria verna, under which name 
yon will find it in the book you mention. We 
cannot trace the variety pleniesima you men¬ 
tion. You will also find it in British Flora. 

Bentham.- J. S .—Very hard to say what may 

be the cause, but from what you say as to 
the soil, this, coupled with the unseasonable 

weather, is most likely the cause.- E. Miller. 

—The Cress referred <to is the Improved Broad- 
leaved, eeed of which can be had of MM. Vil- 
morin et Cie., 4, Quai de la Megisserie, Paris. 

- Beatrix Foster .—See note in our issue of 

May 12th, page 256, under the heading of “ The 
Rose-eoented Cowslip.” 


NAMES OF FEASTS AND FRUITS. 


Names of plants.—B. C. rhomimet.—Fritil- 
laria kamtsohatensis.— -Jas. Vick .—A poor 

form of Saxifraga Rhei.- W. A. —1, Epime- 

dium pinnatum; 2, Star of Bethlehem (Orni- 
Ihogalum nutans); 3, Ribbon Grass (Phalaris 

arundinacea); 4, Saxifraga hypnoidee.- 

V. L. —1, The Wood Anemone (A. nemorosa); 2, 

Umnurn maculatum. - IF. J. S.—l. Magnolia 

Sonlangeana; 2, Berberis Darwini; 3, Dcutzia 
gracilis; 4, Pyrue (Malus) fioribunda; 5, The 

Mexican Orange-flower (Ohoisya ternata).- 

T. C. A. —1, The double Meadow Rockfoil (Saxi¬ 
fraga granulata fl.-pl.).; 2, Musoari botryoides; 
3. Spirtea prunifolia fl.-pl.; 4, Berberis Darwini. 
-J. P.—1, The Pasque-flower (Anemone Pul¬ 
satilla); 2. Oarda.mine pratensis fl.-pl.; 3. Judg¬ 
ing by the foliage, your specimen is Trades- 
eantia virginica: 4. The Foam-flower (Tiarella 
cordifolia). — Ej mouth. — 1 , The Mexican 
Orange-flower (Choisya ternata); 2, Magnolia 

Soulangeana; 3. Prunu6 triloba fl.-pl.- H. H. 

OldiQow. —When sending specimens for name 
a number should be affixed to each one. This 
you have omitted to do, and we are thus un¬ 
able lo cingle each one out so that you may¬ 
be able to distinguish them. 


Books received.—" The Hunting Wasps,” by 
J. Henri Fabre. translated by Alexander 
Teixeira de Mattos, F.Z.8. Hodder and Stough¬ 
ton, London.-” Jottings of a Gentleman Gar¬ 

dener,” by E. T. Ellis, F.H.H.8. London : L. 
Reeve and Co., Limited, 6, Henriet-ta-etreet, 
Covent Garden. W.C. 2. 
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Slugs 

Slugs 


“SANITAS” POWDER 

will rid your Garden of Slugs and 
protect your Seeds and Plants from 
other pests such as Worms, Rats, 
Mice, Sparrows, Cats, &c. 

Leaflet and Free Sampte 
with instructions Free. 

6d. & i/'Tins & I5/-per Cwt.(f.or, London) 
of all Chemists, Stores and Nurserymen. 

THE “SANITAS” CO.,Ltd. 

Limehouse, London, E. 
Awarded Medal al Royal Horticultural 
Exhibition . 10 /J._ 


MANY YEARS RFPUTATION. 


EUREKA 

LASTING RESULTS-NO NEW EXPERIMENT. 




LABOUR SAVERS .“Eureka" lawn sand. 

Soilfume. Nicotine, insecticides Fumers. 
Sprays, and other Chemicals a Sundries. 

See List Plcase ask your agent for the Eureka 
articles - They are always satisfactory If any \| 
DIFFICULTY in OBTAINING we send direct, carriage paid 


OrlyAdJrtssTOMLINSON & HAITWARD L” LINCOLN. 


T ry eureka transparent water 

PROOF PAPER, the only effective substitute for 
glast on the market; suit able for light s or houses. Sample, 
etc., stamp.—C. A. CHRISTIANSEN, Southall. 

Mention “Gardening Illustrated.” 


PORTABLE WOOD BUILDINGS. 



7ft. by 5ft., £4 17s. 6*1. ; 8ft. 
by 6ft., .£5 12a. 6*1. ; 10ft. by 
* 7ft.. £7 5a. ; 12ft. by 8ft., 

& £9 18s. 6.1.; 15ft. by 9ft., £13; 
N 16ft. by 10ft., £15 17s. 6d. ; 
20ft. by 12ft., £24 ; 30ft. by 
14ft., £37 15s.; 35ft. by 15ft, 
£48 7s. Cd. ; 40ft by 16ft., 
£60. 


PORTABLE STABLE. COACH. AND 
HARNESS HOUSE. 



Suitable for 1 pony and trap, 
14ft. long by 10ft. wide, £16 10.*. 
For 1 horse and trap, 15ft. long by 
12ft. wide, £21 15s. ; 2 horses and 
trap, 20ft. long by 12ft. wide, £28 10s. 


COTTAGES. DWELLING HOUSES. Ac. 

Containing two Bedrooms, 
Sitting Room, and Kitchen. 
Price ou Rail at Works, 
£87 10s. Two Room Cot¬ 
tages from £31 15s. 

For other designs, see 
List. * 

CUCUMBER FRAMES 




r One-light frame, 4ft. by 3ft. 

-_. . 32m. 6U. ; two-light frame, 6ft. 

Creenh0U808, from by 4ft , 52s. 6*1. ; three-light 
£6 6s. frame, 10ft. by6fb., £5. 

POULTRY APPLIANCES 

of every description supplied. 

Poultry Houses from 35 /* 
For Brooders, Foster Mothers, 
Coops and Runs, Fattening: 
Pens, Poultry Fencing:, etc.. 
See List . 

SEND F OR CATALOGUE, FREE. 
W. COOPER, L TD 

743, Old Kent Rd., LONDON. S.E.15 
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Wireworms & Slugs 
killed. * 

Insect pests In the soil cause an immense amount 

of damage in gardens. 

A little Vaporite, however, worked into the soil 
when digging quickly destroys all injurious soil 
insects and effects a really wonderful improve¬ 
ment in the plants. 

Buy a tin from your Seedsman to-day. 

Vaporite 



.. Os lOd. 

. ., 2s. od. 

.. Sa. id. 

.. 5* Od. 
Of all Seedsmen. 

In Bags 

HO lbs . 8a. 3d. 

liJlba. .. .. Us. 8d. 

Carriage Paid. 

Ask for leaflet No. 16. 


The 

Strawson Chemical 
Co., Ltd. (Dept. P), 
70. Queen Victoria Street, 
E C. 4. 


GLASS.. 


8peclal Prioes for Oasli with Order In Hull. 
CLASS, 4/21 08. 


Boxes. 100 200 

8<|. ft. <Ul.fl. I 

8 x 6in. 28 6 45- 12,14,15.16.18, 

9 x 7m. 29 - 47 6 20,22.24 * 12... 

10 x 8iu 


Boxes, 100 203 

sq.ft, sq.ft. 

I 40 - 68- 


li 8ln' .. 3JG 59- 16 >7. 18, JU i-j 
1,13,14, lt> x Bin 35- Cl- ip ,o on 22 24 1 
11,12,13,14x9in. 316 62 6 Vl4.m. . J 


42 - 70 6 


x 14 in.. 

12.13. 14 x lOin. 37 6 64- 20.22.24x 15in. 1 

13 x llin. 38 6 65 6 18. 20, 22. 24 x 44 - 73 G 

16,18,20x10111. l 4n _ fiR | 16I„. : 

16,18,20 x lliu. J °®" 20,22,24 x 13m. 48- 77'- 


PUTTY, Best Soft.—1 cwt., 14 6; icwt.,79; lewt, 
4 6; 14lbs., 2 6. 

DIAMONDS, 7 6 ami 10 '6 each. 

GLASS CUTTERS, 6-wheel, 1/6 each. 

BEST MIXED PAINTS.—7-lb. lever tins. White, 
8 - aton-j; ordinary colours, 0/- per atone. 


ftBURTON ST., HULL. Estab. 1843. ■ 



AT POPULAR PRICES. 


The most reliable substitute for stable manure, mixed 
by our special process, is cleaner to handle, and givrs 
letter results, and ready for immediate use. Highly 
recommended by all Horticultural Societies, as specially 
adapted for mixing with the soil in preparing for the 
Spring and Summer Crops. 

Sent on receipt of I’.O. 56 lbs ,-2s. 6d ; 1 cwt., 3a. 6d.; 
2 owl., 6s. 6d. CARRIAGE PAID, Bickford* area, or 
00 miles by rail. Over that add 3d. per cwt. for every 50 
miles, or part. 

A. W. MASKELL & CO., Ltd., 

Montague Building*. PL AI STOW, E. 


RUSTIC POLES FOR GARDENS. 

BEST ENGLISH OAK, 12 ft., 2-3 in. diam, 16; 

3—4 in., 19. 

BIRCH AND CHESTNUT. 12ft.. 2-3in. dlam., 13; 

3-4 in., 16. 

Short Ends, 6 - per UK) ft. Longer lengths if required. 
JUustruled Sheets of Pergolas, Arches, Fences, free. 

W. WALTERS & CO., 

Amberley Works, Croydon, Surrey. 


DAVIES for BAMBOO. 

From Twigs to Yacht Maets. 

I GARDEN CANES. 3ft, 2 6; 4ft, 3 3, 3 6,4 - ; 
| 6ft. 9 -i 7ft , 10All per 100. 

Taper in «r Bamboos. 8ft long, 12 6: 10ft. long, 
I 20 -per 100. PRICE LIST FREE. 

I A. E. DAVIES & C0., ,ll YoN e DON', C E.c Rd " 


"DEADERS will oblige by mentioning Gar- 
-*-l» dekino Illustkatrp whenanaweringadr^ytisaatenta. 
Business firms are always pleased to hear from our readers. 



LIST 82x of 
Complete Appa¬ 
ratus post free. 

C.P. Kinnell & Co. 

I/TD., 

66 , Southwark St, 
LONDON, 8.E. 1. 


Foremost for 
30 Years. 


“Horse 

Shoe” 

Boilers 


FOR ECONOMY. 


First invented and First ever since. 

BEWARE OF IMITATIONS 

The “PERFECT" 

WEED KILLER 

PRICE: 4 Tina, to make 100(Tails, of Liquid, 9s , carr. 
paid; also in Liquid, allsized Packages, 4 Calls., to make 
100 (Jails., 9a., carr. paid. Prices reduced for quantity. 
Sole Makers— 

MARK SMITH, Ltd., Louth 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Sale of Surplus Stock. 

We still hold certain 9mall storks of 

GARDEN SEAT8, CARDEN ENGINES & PUMPS, 
also CARDEN ROLLERS, WATER CARTS, 
CARDEN ARCHES, and HAND LICHTS 

which we shall be pleased to clear at special prices, subject 
to being unsold. Particulars on application. 

BOULTON & PAUL, Ltd., ROSE LANE WORKS, 

NORWICH. 

wdir-FOisonrovs. 


KEEP VOUR PATHS CLEAN 

WITH f. ,. 

McDOU GALL'S 

WEED KILLER. 

WRITE FOR PRICES AND NAME 
OF LOCAL DEALER TO 

McOougall Bros. Ltd., Port St., Manchester 


B EDDY & SONS, Torleven Works, l'orlh- 

• leven. Cornwall. — The largest manufacturers of 
GARDEN NETTING in the kingdom New stout, ami 
specially strong square inesli Netting, half inch and one 
inch mesh, at 4d. per square yard; light new square mesh, 
suitable for .Strawberry beds, at 3d. per square yard. These 
Nets ar-j bound all round with stout cord, and cover their 
measured length and width. Any length or width .supplied. 
Repaired Nettings in all sizes in stock State your require¬ 
ment* and we will quote lowest prices. Also maker* of 
TENNIS NETTINGS. RICK COVERS, GREENHOUSE 
SHADINGS. WASP NETTINGS, PACKING AND 
TARRED TWINES of all kinds. All Goods sent by 
PASSENGER train Carriage Paid on receipt of order. 


PORTABLE WOODEN BUILDINGS 

4 TENANT’S FIXTURES. 

Strong, weatherproof, and good workmanship guaranteed. 
Absolutely the lx*st value obtainable. All building* are 
substantially const ructed 'in complete section^ of Htrim^ 
framing and covered with beat Longued at ul .grooved mutch* 
board*, despatched prompt and complete in perfect readi¬ 
ness for easy erection. 

THE POPULAR CHEAP HUT. 

Most suitable for work- 
shop, store room, he. 
Almost a necessity in 
every gat den. 

6fr.. by 4 ft. .. £3 0 0 

7ft by 5ft. .. 3 16 0 

fill. by 6ft. .. 5 2 0 

9ft .- by 6ft. .. 5 12 6 

10ft. ‘y 7ft. .. 6 l‘J 6 

12ft by 8ft. .. 8 18 U 

15ft by 9ft. .. 115 0 

If complete with strong floor, 10s , 13* 6*1., 20s., 22s , 28&., 
38s. 6d., 5Is. extri respectively. 

PORTABLE BUILDINGS of evory description. 

ILLUSTRATED LIST POST FREE. 

C. ALBERT «Sc CO. 

181, BRIXTON HILL. LONDON, S.W. 2. 



LION CYCLES, £6 6s. Od. Cash, 

or 15/- with order an 1 monthly payment*. 

Signed Guarantee for all lime. 

Packed in crate free and carriage paid. 

Since 1905 I have advertised in this paper, and have male 
and sold over 2>J,000Machines. NO EXTRAS: llell. Pump, 
anl everything included. Carriage paid. YOU CAN 
RIDE AND TEST THE MACHINE FOR 10 DAYS. IF 
YOU DO NOT APPROVE I PAY ALL CARRIAGE. I 
have thousands of testimonials. Write to-day for copies 
and Catalogue, with illustrations and full specification. — 
GEORGE BEATSON. LTD , “ CION CYCLE WORKS, 
85. MOSELEY STREET. BIRMINGHAM. _ 



GARDEN N ETS. iST,, ‘rWS 

square mesh Nets bound with cords, guaranteed cover 
measured length and width 4d square yard, any length, width 
supplied; selected weather proof stout 1-inch squire mesh 
Nets, bound with cords, any size, 2|d. squire yard; ditto, 
medium, 2d. square yard, a* supplied to Royal Gardens 
over 30 years. I am the largest Hand Braided Net Maker 
in the United Kingdom; also Maker of Tennis Nets, Rick 
Covers, Greenhouse Shading, etc. Goods promptly 

dispatched by passenger train, carriage paid, on receipt id 
order, and satisfaction guaranteed: a-mmles posted <n 

application. — W. OLIVER ALLEN, Garden Net 
Works, Porthleven, Cornwall. Established 11X) years. 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 


In consequence of the Whitsuntide Holiday, 
wc shall be obliged to so to press earlier with 
the number of GARDENING ILLUSTRATED 
to be dated JUNE 2nd, 1917. 

Orders should be sent as early as possible 
in the week preceding to ensure insertion 
No advertisement intended for that issue cat 
be received, altered, or stopped after the first 
post on THURSDAY, MAY 21th. 


G ARDEN NETTING, l‘2lb. bag odd pieces, 

3s. 6d., carriage paid —U. J. HASSON, Rye. 


If you arc interested in this week’s 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three months, 2/6 ; six 
months, 5/-; twelvemonths, 10/-; for Abroad, 12/*; Annual subscribers 
will receive the year’s complete Index to the volume free of charge. 

To Publisher or Newsagent :— 

Please deliver “ Gardening Illustrated ” weekly for which I 
enclose _ 

Nam c ______ 

(Mr., Mrs., or Miss) 

Address (in full) _:___ 


Printed and Published by the Proprietor, W. ItouiNSOJt, at the Office, 63. Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. 
May 26, 1917. Telephone: liolborn 731. 
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FROM F1LUNGHAM CASTLE. 

I have been meaning to write to you. 1 
know you like a few notes from a Lincoln¬ 
shire garden, and I am also sending you 
some from a Suffolk garden which will, I 
think, interest you. I think here each day 
I find more to deplore in the garden. J 
have little or no hoi>e now that any Choisya 
will come round, and 1 fear most of the 
Buddleias are dead. The rockery beds, so 
gay last year with Cistuses and Rock 
Roses, are a sad sight. The JEthionemas 
are dead and most of the hybrid Pinks, 
even Mrs. Sinklns and Anne Boleyn. In 
the lain let's not an Anchusa is left, and 
hardly a Gaillardia, very few hardy Chrys¬ 
anthemums, no C. Model, and, I fear, little 
life left in Lemoine’s lovely hybrid 
Clematis (herbaceous). The Daisy-tree of 
New Zealand is quite alive and well, and 
I never had the Mezereons so good and full 
of flower. All the plants of Euphorbia 
Wulfeni are quite gone, and all Rush 
Veronicas but one, which has a small leaf 
aud white flower and which is quite un¬ 
touched even in different aspects. The 
Roses are very sod to see. Great bushes 
of .Mister Stella Gray have to he cut down, 
and the standard Roses are hard hit,’ 
even where they ate not killed. Escal- 
lonias of four sorts, Evergreen Laburnum, 
Coroniila coronnta, White Brooms, aud 
some Ceauothus are, if not killed, terribly 
crippled, and last, but not least to me, all 
the Gorse is killed. 

I am getting on very well with no 
gardener, and I never had the kitchen gar¬ 
den look so well or so well done. The 
Daffodils have been, and are, splendid, hut 
are going over fast. After three hot days 
we have a bitter wind to-day—no doubt a 
belated Blackthorn winter as it is only 
just out. The extreme frost lias not, alas' 
killed the wasps. I saw three queen wasps 
yesterday. Fortunately, plenty of bees 
has survived. Habranthus pratensis lias 
come up very strong and could not look 
better, and the Belladonna Lilies are all 
right, and I hope, and think, the Crinuuis, 
as also Zephyrs Tithes eundida, are quite 
alive. E. F. Portman-Dalton. 


NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

A note from Glasnevln.— Do yon grow 
Exochorda macrantha, E. Giraldi, ami E. 
racemosti? All are hardy as nails and the 
finest tilings we have at the present; worth 
a place in every garden, although short¬ 
lived in flower. Primus tomentosa, one of 
Wilson's Chinese plants, another mil 
beauty, has come to stay.—F. W. Moo mo, 
Glasnecin. 

Sweet-scented Polyanthus Primrose_I 

was much interested in reading about the 
Rose-scented Cowslip, as for years I have 
been growing a Polyanthus Primrose 
which, on account of its perfume, 1 named 
“Apricot.'' The flowers are rather small 
and of a brownish-crimson colour. A 
bunch of it would scent tlic whole room.— 
A. DO.NO VAN. 

Golden Bells (Forsythia). — I never re¬ 
collect having seen the Forsythias so full 
of bloom as this year. They are later than 
usual, but have been literally covered with 
flower. I have to grow mine against a 
wall, but they are not “cabined, cribbed, 
confined," and hau&ajot from the hall in 
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a free-and-easy manner. I grow several of 
these Forsythias, but prefer F. intermedia 
and F. Fortune!. As a hush in the open 
the Forsythia Is delightful.—S. A. 

Jonquils. —Jonquils are now (May 10th) 
in bloom. By reason of their perfume, 
distinct from that of the other members of 
the family, Jonquils are deservedly popu¬ 
lar, and when out and arranged, with a few 
of their Rush-like leaves, are very attrac¬ 
tive. Apart from tlieir value in the open. 
Jonquils are invaluable for early work 
under glass, but they do not care for 
forcing, in the strict sense of the word, 
being more amenable to rather a gentle 
heat.—W. McG. 

Epimedium Musschianum. —'This, intro 
duced by Siebold somewhere about 1837 
and figured by Maund in his Botanic Gar¬ 
den, I have grown for many years. 
Maund's figure does not do justice to it. 
It generally grows 10 inches or 12 inches 
high. 'The flowers are not so pure white 
as one might perhaps like, hut the foliage 
possesses all the charm of sha]ie and tint¬ 
ing which are so prominent among the 
Barrenworts. It is now in bloom with me. 
—Dumfries. 

Narcissi and Primroses.— It is several 
years since I have seen the Narcissi in 
Grass anil border so strong as they are 
this year. All were late, about a week or 
ten days, in flowering, but the blooms 
were worth waiting for. Surely such a 
grand display of home-grown flowers will 
encourage cultivators to pay still more at¬ 
tention to the growing of bulbs. Forced 
bulbs, when planted out, are rarely given 
the attention they deserve. If they were 
they would recover in half the time they 
usually take. Primroses have done much 
better in some districts than Polyanthuses. 
Tiie latter have suffered from frosts, 
especially in positions where the hot sun¬ 
shine could reach them early in the day. 
The old plants suffered most, while youug 
ones, even late-raised seedlings, suffered 
very little.—G. G. B. 

Primula Juliae and Anemone blanda.— 

Primula .Tulue is flowering 1 letter tills 
year with me than I have ever seen it, 
probably because my plants are larger and 
better established than in previous years. 
A patch on the moraine, a foot by, 
perhaps, fl inches, is one solid sheet of 
eliiret-crimson. The prettiest effect with 
it was on a small rock garden where a 
patch had a colony of violet and lavender- 
hlue Anemone blanda as a background. 
This combination was quite unpremedi¬ 
tated, but it is very tolling and worth re¬ 
membering. There are two forms of 
Primula Julia* in cultivation—one a very 
rich claret-crimson, the other a paler, 
weaker-coloured edition of this. My pre¬ 
sent stock all came from a few original 
plants of the darker form, hut I find that 
soil has a certain influence on the plant. 
Those on the limestone moraine are a good 
deal paler than those in ordinary strong 
loam. Last year some of my pot plants of 
Primula Juli:e produced quite late in the 
summer a crop of double flowers flecked 
with white, which were certainly very 
ugly.— Clarence Elliott, Stevenage. 

The Cherry Plum (Primus cerasifera).— 
It is but rarely one sees the Cherry Plum 
in flower during the first week of May. the 
leaves rapidly expanding at the same time, 
but such is the case this year. As a rule, 


it may be seen in bloom during the latter 
half of March, and at that period it is 
really more effective, for at the present 
time the leaves detract somewhat from the 
beauty of the snow - white flowers. It 
usually grows into a low. round-headed 
tree with an ample and well-proportioned 
branch system, and is very hardy, 
although from its early flowering it only- 
sets a thin crop of its small, cherry- 
coloured, pleasantly-acid fruit. For plant¬ 
ing in a conspicuous position with a back¬ 
ground of evergreens it is most useful. 
The fruits are imported from the south of 
France in July and are valuable for cook¬ 
ing a week or two in advance of our 
earlier varieties. It may be that after 
the late flowering in this country a better 
crop of fruit than usual will be developed 
this year. The Purple-leaved Plum, often 
called 1’. Pissardi, is a variety of P. 
cerasifera and is correctly known as 
variety atropurpurea.—D. 

From Ashbourne. — The wealth of blos¬ 
som of every kind is remarkable this 
spring. Tiie Japanese Cherries have ex¬ 
celled themselves; rose, red, yellow, and 
white, double and single, are hearing a 
profusion of flowers, and the Chilian Fire- 
hushes are already in good bud with great 
promise. The alpine Auriculas, despite the 
past cold winter, are also fine in purples, 
bronzes, browns, golds, yellows, and 
whites. The other day I saw an excellent 
idea carried out practically and success¬ 
fully. A small greenhouse had been con¬ 
verted into a covered moraine in which 
were growing the rarer rock plants of tiie 
higher Alps, such as Daphne rupestris, 
Caiiqianula Allioni, and other beautiful 
difficult plants. Air was freely admitted, 
the sun jioured down its warmth, and the 
owner, an enthusiast, was judiciously ap¬ 
plying water when necessary. The result 
was happy, as ail the plants were thriving 
and quivering with healthy life. It is 
original and tends to give one a good im¬ 
pression. so often nullified by our winter 
conditions. Have you grown any of the 
newer Flag Irises? Messrs. Wallace and 
Co. possess a good collection, and tiie more 
recent introductions are. interesting in 
shapes and colours.— R. II. Beamish. 

Three attractive dwarf Rhododendrons. 
—Amongst the numerous species of Rhodo¬ 
dendron introduced from China during tiie 
present century are three with bluish 
flowers and valuable additions by reason 
of their distinct colour, free-flowering, and 
coming into bloom while quite small. The 
first to attract attention was R. intriea- 
tum, a dwarf evergreen 1 foot to 1} feet 
high, of compact habit, with terminal 
heads of bluish or violet flowers each 
rather more than j inch across. Tiie 
clusters of flowers vary in size, hut usually 
from four to six blooms are borne to¬ 
gether. It is a native of Szechucn, 
Western China, and was collected by Mr. 
Wilson at altitudes varying from 10.000 to 
15,000 feet. The other two species are It. 
fnstlgiatum and R. nigro-punetatum, closely 
allied plants which are very similar in 
general appearance, but possess small 
botanical differences from It. intricatum. 
It. fastigiatum, introduced in 1911 by Mr. 
Forrest, is interesting on account of the 
first plants flowering in several pa i ts of 
the country within about eighteen months 
of the seeds having been sown. All can 
be increased from cuttings Inserted during 
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summer, aud it is not an unusual thing 
for some of these cuttings to flower the 
following spring. All three species are ex¬ 
cellent for small beds on the outskirts of 
lawns or for planting in good-sized groups 
in the rock garden. All three bloom during 
April and early May.—D. 

Narcissi in herbaceous borders.— When 
Narcissi are planted among the regular 
occupants of the herbaceous border they 
seem to brighten that part of the garden 
before the plants have made much growth. 
Especially is this noticeable at the back of 
the border. Narcissi like Sir Watkin, 
Emperor, and Ilorsefieldi flower freely and 
regularly for many years without replant¬ 
ing. If care is used when digging over the 
borders before the bulbs show through the 
soil no interference need take place. The 
smaller-growing forms can be equally well 
accommodated near the front of the border, 
and, with care, a bright annual display 
can be bad before the regular occupants 
flower.—E. M. 


Viburnum Carlesi.— This is the pick of 
the basket, so to speak, among an extensive 
genus. The flowers, resembling those of a 
pink and white Bouvardia, are very freely 
produced and are delightfully, fragrant. 
The plant is vigorous and, as the experi¬ 
ence of the past winter has proved, as 
hardy as our native Way-faring tree; 
albeit, some vigilance is necessary by 
reason of the frequency with which it has 
been propagated by grafts on the last- 
named species (V. Lantana), which closely 
resembles V. Carlesi in foliage and is very 
apt to send up suckers’ from the stock. 
The newcomer (it came to Kew first in 
1002 and is a native of Corea) is easily 
propagated from cuttings, and, as it has 
not yet ripened seed here, that is the 
safest way of getting up a stock. It is a 
shrub whereof one can hardly have too 
much. —Herbert Maxwell, Monreilh. 


Calceolaria John Innes. —This pretty, 
hardy hybrid was raised at the John Innes 
Institute. It comes rather near Calceo¬ 
laria polyrrhiza, but is larger and hand¬ 
somer in all its parts, and a decided im¬ 
provement on that excellent old species. 
It has the same running habit, spreading 
freely underground, and in July it throws 
up hundreds of fi-ineh stems, each carry¬ 
ing a solitary blossom, yellow with hand¬ 
some chocolate-red si>ots. I find it very 
easy here in ordinary loam. It responds 
to good living and very quickly tires of 
tile restrictions of lot culture. A batch 
that I had in large 18 size pots a couple 
of years ago was vigorous until a week or 
two before tile plants should have 
flowered. Then they suddenly went into 
a sickly decline. It was sheer starvation. 
They were given a couple of thorough 
waterings of artificial manure in solution 
(Clay's I think it was) at intervals of 
two or three days, and they rapidly 
picked up, put on chiorophyl, and soon 
afterwards flowered splendidly. Calceo¬ 
laria John Innes requires a good yard or 
so of ground to run about in, but though 
a land-grabber, it is easily kept in check.— 
Clarence Elliott, Stevenage. 

Increasing Anchusas _With reference to 


tile note on Anchusas, by E. II. Jenkins, in 
your issue of April 28th, may I be allowed 

to give my ... in propagating this 

plant for the benefit of those who have not 
the facilities to provide a temperature such 
as he mentions? I insert my root cuttings 
about the end of October, using pieces 
about 1 inches long, in fairly deep seed- 
hexes, leaving tops exposed just level with 
the soil and placing a covering of j inch 
of sand over the whole. The boxes are 
placed in cold frames with no protection 
whatever. They are tit to be planted into 
the nursery beds AUmjt June, allowing a 
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foot each way between the plants. Ail 
flower-spikes are kept picked off as they 
appear. By the end of October or early in 
November very line plants are the result. I 
always plant a few more than I want for 
the production of good, healthy cuttings. 
I find it better to plant into (lowering posi¬ 
tion in autumn than spring (this on a light 
loam over gravel). I do not think it n 
good plan to pot the young plants, there is 
always a tendency towards starvation in 
this method, and I find, after a fair trial, I 
get much stronger and healthier stuff by 
adopting the nursery bed method.—D. 
Wilmshurst, B.E.F., France. 


FRUIT. 

APPLE-TREES ON GRASS. 

Mu. W. ,1. Farmer (May 12, p. 256) may¬ 
be interested to learn the results of a trial 
conducted at Wisley by the Royal Horti¬ 
cultural Society in order to determine the 
relative value of planting on Grass land 
and cultivated land. The trial was, I be¬ 
lieve, started in 1912, when five trees each 
of several varieties, some on the Paradise 
stock and some on the Crab, were planted. 
At planting time the whole of the trees of 
eaeli variety were practically identical in 
size and vigour. After planting, two of 
the trees were turfed right up to the 
stems, other two were virtually in circular 
beds on Grass, the beds roughly 3 feet or 
so in diameter, while the fifth tree in 
every case was in the open quarter to 
which was given the usual methods of hoe- 
cultivation Seen in July, 1910, the result 
was as follows :—Those with turf right up 
to the steins had, to all intents and pur¬ 
poses, remained stationary—at the time of 
which I write they appeared to be slowly- 
dying of starvation—those in the circular 
beds had not. quite doubled iu size—the 
trees at planting time were 2 feet or rather 
more high, while the tree in the clean, 
cultivated land in every instance had at¬ 
tained to between 7 feet and 8 feet high 
and reached a diameter of between 0 feet 
and 7 feet. The varieties included iu the 
trial were Emperor Alexander and Ribston 
Pippin (on Paradise stock), Beauty of 
Bath, Newton Wonder, and Mank's Codlin 
(on the Crab), 

Tlie result showed—(1) the superiority 
of the trees growing on cultivated soil; 
(2) the greatly diminished size of those in 
the circular beds: and (3) the starved look 
of those trees turfed right up to the stems. 
The trial plot was situated at one-end of 
a fruit quarter of considerable extent, the 
whole of which received the same prepara¬ 
tion prior to the original planting. The 
conclusion I arrived at was that the trees 
with turf right up to their stems were 
being starved out of existence, in all pro¬ 
bability by the exclusion of either light 
and air, or moisture, or the whole com¬ 
bined. It should be stated, however, that 
the Wisley soil is very light and sandy; 
that the Grass was of a moderately coarse 
nature and probably not only absorbed all 
the rainfall, blit also drew upon the soil 
for further supplies of moisture. This 
view is strengthened to some extent by the 
increased development of the trees ill the 
circular beds to which light, air, and 
moisture, .though not in fullest measure, 
had access, and further, by the good fruit¬ 
ing examples often seen on Grass, and 
more particularly when growing in cool, 
deep loams where the moisture was ample 
for the needs of both fruit-trees and Grass. 

Obviously for so light a soil as that at 
Wisley the planting on Grass was wrong, 
and sooner or later those trees turfed right 
to the stems must jierisli. At the same 
time it would have been most interesting 


and instructive also if a like experiment 
with similar varieties and stocks had been 
carried out in soils and under conditions of 
an opposite nature and where moisture is 
not lacking. To some extent irrigation 
might also settle that side of the question. 
I came to the conclusion that the exclusion 
of moisture, light, and air was the greatest 
bar to progress to the trees on Grass at 
Wisley, though some scientists hold that 
the Grass in like circumstances is largely 
to blame. Mr. Farmer himself shows that 
Apple-trees are not jeopardised, but, 
rather, that improved fruit-colour obtains 
when tlie trees are associated with Grass, 
while the presence of certain other herb¬ 
age does not, apparently, count. 

E. H. Jenkins. 

- “ W. J. B'armer,” in May 12th issue, 

page 256, is rather depressing, tending to show 
futility of human effort. Tlie ground around 
Tea bushes in Ceylon is dug in alternate years, 
and in the fruit districts of Australia the land 
is frequently worked. Perhaps " W. J. 
Farmer’s" highly-eoloured fruit was due to 
some disease.—A. F. Turns*, Blatchcombo, 
Paignton. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Strawberries —As soon as labour will 
permit, the litter usually placed between 
the rows and around the plants to protect 
the fruit from being splashed by soil when 
ripening may be got on and spread. The 
object In getting the work done so far in 
advance is that, as the material used for 
this purjtose is the longest of the litter 
used for bedding down horses, it may 
become washed clean by rain and free 
from taint before tlie fruit ripens. Before 
littering down the beds give the surface 
soil a good hoeing and then sprinkle it 
with a mixture of equal parts of lime and 
soot, which will act as a deterrent to slugs. 
Look after newly set out plants and stir 
tlie soil between if it lias been much beaten 
down by recent rains.—H. N. 

Early Melons. —The weather having taken a 
more favourable turn, the fruits are now mak¬ 
ing rapid progress, and will soon be entering 
on the ripening period. To enable them to 
swell to a good size without becoming gross, 
stimulative waterings may be continued, but 
such should not be administered in too strong 
doses at any one time, and be discontinued as 
soon as it can be seen that the Melons aro 
about to change colour. As tlie fruits are 
now becoming heavy, the supports should be 
examined, seeing that all is safe in case of 
an accident occurring. In other respects, pre¬ 
vious treatment should be continued until the 
ripening stage is actually reached. Plants to 
supply eucceseional crops should have the 
female flowers set about the middle of the day 
as they open, stopping the laterals at the first 
or second leaf "beyond the fruit at the same 
time. To encourage a free and abundant set 
keep the soil about the roots on the dry side 
for tile time being.- A. W. 

Apple Annie Elizabeth.— About the year 
1866 a Mr. Gretoreux, a solicitor of this town, 
brought for our inspection and opinion a dish 
of a seedling Apple, which lie stated he bad 
raised from seed from a fruit of Blenheim 
Orange. We were at once interested in it. as 
we found it excellent in form, colour, size, and 
quality, also a good keeper. We inspected the 
tree growing at Knighton the following sum¬ 
mer, ami found it a sturdy grower, making a 
fine standard; also a good cropper, with fine 
foliage and vigorous habit.— John Harrison, 
Leicester, in Garden. 

Gooseberries and Currants. —As soon as the 
leaves begin to expand they are in some 
seasons attacked by a speoies of red-spider, 
which, if not destroyed, eoon does an incal¬ 
culable amount of harm by extracting the 
juices from the young leaves. When found to 
be present, tlie bushes should be sprayed with 
an insecticide. This may be applied with a 
spraying syringe, but if many busbes have to 
be sprayed it is much more economical to eut- 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

room and window. 

the shamrock tea 

(Parophctus communis). 

This jrraccful trailer we usually plant on 
a Iwink in the flower garden or even on the 
surface of tubs of Myrtle to “soften 
tliein a bit, and it usually flowers very late 
in autumn. This year, however, we found 


into a pot or pan, they soon come into bloom 
indoor*, anrl the flowers lost much longer in 
perfection than when exposed to the vicieei- 
tudeo of our winters—8. Ahnott. 


INDOOR PLANTS. 

NOT FIX ANT) KKPTJES. 

Cactus-flowered Zonal Pelargoniums.— 

A dozen years ago or thereabouts those 
wore in favour, but nowadays they seem 
to have almost, if not quite, disappeared. 



The Shamrock Pea (Parochalus communis) 
in house. April. 


it flowering in a cool house ill spring and 
took the opportunity to try it in a jar in 
the house. There is a curious fascination 
about the plant both in leaf and flower. 
It is of easy culture In the open air or in a 
cool frame in summer. 


Primula denticulata in pots.—The valuable 
article on “ A Besson of the Year ” cannot fail 
to lead others to follow the course taken with 
such success by “ W.” Primula denticulata 
and its variety cashmeriana are capital for 
this purpose and of the easiest cultivation, 
l^aken up in autumn or early spring and put 


Digitized 


Google 


One drawback was their thin, wiry growth, 
with a tendency to grow naked at the base. 
^Though distinct, these Cactus Pelargoniums 
failed to hold tlieir own against the im¬ 
proved forms of the Zonal varieties, which, 
despite the many criticisms levelled against 
them, still stand out as the most useful of 
all classes of greenhouse-flowering plants. 
One prominent feature of Zonal Pelar¬ 
goniums is that, with com iui rati vely little 
trouble, they may be had in bloom all the 
year round, even in the depth of winter, 
at which time they are much appreciated. 


For blooming at that season those with 
single flowers are preferable, the uni¬ 
versally-grown Paul Crampel being equal 
to any.—W. T. 

Kalanchoe flammea. — Few plants took 
the public fancy so quickly as did this 
showy-flowered succulent when it was first 
introduced about twenty years ago. It is 
a native of Somaliland, from which seeds 
were sent to Kew. Being in many gar¬ 
dens now much appreciated for the em¬ 
bellishment of the greenhouse during the 
latter part of May, also during June and 
July, its general appearance Is fairly well 
known. The leaves are of a thick, succu¬ 
lent nature, the flowers, of which great 
numbers are borne in a terminal flattened 
head, being of an orange scarlet colour 
and in shape somewhat suggestive of those 
of a Bouvardia. It is readily increased 
from seeds or by cuttings, and the plants 
will thrive in ordinary potting compost. 
From their succulent character watering 
must be carefully carried out during the 
winter. Another showy species is Kalan¬ 
choe Dyeri, a native of Nyassaland. It is 
a tall grower, reaching a height of 3 feet 
to 0 feet, and bearing early in the year 
large heads of white Jasmine-like flowers. 
Several hybrids have been raised, notably, 
K. kewensis, K. felthamensis, and K. Ena, 
but they are not in general cultivation.— 
K. R. W. 

Calceolaria violacca.- This it? one of the true 
species of Calceolaria, ami stands out as a 
charming and distinct feature in the green¬ 
house. It is essentially a shrub, and forms .a 
miieh-branehed, bushy specimen, clothed with 
coarsely serrated, hairy leaves, while Ihe 
flowers are of a more open character than 
those of Calceolarias in general. They are in 
shape a .good (leal like a helmet, and, instead 
of being yellow, as in many members of the 
genus, they are a kind of violet-mauve, dotted 
inside with purple, with a yellow suspicion in 
the centre. It is a native of Chili, and was 
introduced therefrom in 1852.—W. T. 

The African Hemp (Sparmannia africana).— 
Recently I saw a plant of this, which was at 
one time more popular than is now the case. 
The piece was planted out in what appeared 
to be a pretty rich soil, and, as a consequence, 
the growth was gross and the foliage extremely 
coarse. This is not the way to get the best of 
Sparmannia africana. When I used to grow 
it, plants were limited to pots 8 inches in 
diameter, and they made fine pieces, 3 feet or 
thereby in height, and which annually 
bloomed profusely—usually beginning to flower 
during March. Throughout the summer they 
were placed in the full eun.—W. McG., lialmae. 

Callas. When these have ceased flowering 
they should be hardened off and planted out. 
The advice is not tendered because it is con¬ 
sidered the beet method of .treatment during 
the summer, but on account of its lessening 
labour in regard to watering—a great ad¬ 
vantage under present conditions. Q’h© site 
selected should be open and exposed to the sun 
the day long, 60 that the crowns may become 
thoroughly ripened. Division of the crowns 
should be done at the time of planting. Other 
forced plants should also be planted out, or, 
if not knocked out of the pots, plunged, which 
will at any rate greatly lessen the amount of 
water required in an ordinary way. 

Fuchsias.—Plante intended for setting out 
in isolated positions and as dot plants in large 
beds have received a shift into larger pots, and 
are being kept rather closer until the roots 
have taken possession of the new compost, 
when they will then be gradually hardened off. 
The same treatment will also have shortly to 
be extended to Grevillea robusta and Euca¬ 
lyptus in variety. 


"The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds.”— New Edition, 12th, revised, with descriptions 
of all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium Svo, 15s. ; 
post free, 15s. Gd. Of all Booksellers or from the ojfice 
of Gardening Illustrated, G3, Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
London, W.C. t, — 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

ORNAMENTAL FLOWERING 

CURRANTS AND GOOSEBERRIES. 
Although the majority of the more 
beautiful-flowered Currants and Goose¬ 
berries have been grown for many years 
in our gardens they may still be included 
amongst our most useful flowering shrubs, 
more particularly the Currants, and, 
furthermore, they give so little trouble and 
thrive under such varied conditions that 
they may be grown by anyone, and are 
IHjpular alike in the gardens of the wealthy 
and in those of cottagers. Planted in 
ordinary garden soil they make rapid 
growth and never fail to produce a plenti¬ 
ful supply of flowers, while they are easily 
increased from cuttings of ripened wood, 
large cuttings inserted out of doors rarely 
fail to root, whereas softer shoots placed 
in a close frame during summer are not 
to be depended upon and often prove un¬ 
satisfactory. 

It. sanguineum, a native of Western N. 
America, has been grown in this country 
fur close upon a century, having been 
originally introduced by David Douglas in 
1820. It well deserves the distinctive title 
of Flowering Currant, for not only is it 
the most beautiful, but it may well be in¬ 
cluded amongst the twelve most useful 
flowering shrubs. When mature it is seen 
as a large bush (5 feet or 8 feet high with 
a similar spread, and at flowering time it 
is literally covered with racemes of rosy- 
red flowers which are borne from the buds 
of the previous year's wood. Variations 
in colour of flowers occur from time to 
tune, and some of those have been per¬ 
petuated and given varietal names. Of 
them the following are very distinct and 
worthy of consideration. Albidum, a 
variety with almost white flowers, the 
blossoms having but a faint pink flush. 
Like many albinos it is less vigorous than 
tlie tyjie, and apparently perfectly healthy 
plants have a habit of dying suddenly for 
no good reason. Atrosanguineuui, which 
bears finer and more richly-coloured 
flowers than the type, is a particularly 
sirong-giwing variety. Atrorubens is 
also remarkable for its richly-coloured 
flowers. They are deep red, but smaller 
than those of the type, and the bush is of 
weaker growth. Superior to it in both 
growth and size of flowers, whilst the 
colour is quite as rich, is splendens, per¬ 
haps the best of all the varieties. Flore- 
pleuo is easily recognised by its double 
flowers, whilst glutinosum, sometimes kept 
up as a distinct species, bears paler flowers 
than the type and sometimes produces a 
few racemes of flowers later In the year. 
As a rule, these secondary racemes are 
longer and looser than those of the type. 
Another shrub which is sometimes included 
as a variety and sometimes given specific 
rank is malvaceuin. In this case the 
flowers are rather smaller than those of 
R. sanguineum. It also bears a few in¬ 
florescences at irregular intervals during 
summer. The fruits in all eases are blue- 
black. 

It. aurkum, the Buffalo or Missouri 
Currant, a native of the Central United 
States of America, Is another very beauti¬ 
ful Currant. As a rule, it is rather 
dwarfer than R. sanguineum, and does not 
grow into such a shapely bush, still, it 
attains a height of 5 feet or (i feet, and, 
with a little pruning whilst young, gets 
over any irregularities of growth that may¬ 
be likely to occur. It was introduced in 
1812, and though scarcely so popular as R. 
sanguineum. Is widely grown. Easily 
recognised in summer by reason of its 
gloesy green leaves, which, by the way, 
usually turn red in autumn, it is at once 


distinguished in April by reason of its 
golden, deliciously fragrant flowers, which 
are borne in racemes 2 inches to 3 inches 
long from last year’s wood. It has several 
distinct varieties, the best one being 
aurnntiacum, which, in addition to flower¬ 
ing more freely and producing richer- 
coloured flowers than the type, is a 
dwarfer plant of better natural habit. It 
is tlie best to plant when a single kind 
only is required. Pru?eox blooms a little 
in advance of the type, whilst tenuifloruui 
bears longer and looser racemes than the 
species with little fragrance, and the fruits 
are pale yellowish instead of the familiar 
black-purple of the type and other varie¬ 
ties. 

It. Oohdonianum is a hybrid between 
the two' last-named siieeles, and is inter¬ 
mediate in character between them. It 
lias tlie vigorous habit of It. sanguineum, 
whilst its leaves are smoother than those 
of that species, but less glossy than those 
of It. aurenm. It i« said to lmve been 
raised in 1837. Tlie inflorescences are 
of good size and the flowers are reddish 
without and yellowish within. As nil orna¬ 
mental plant it is rather inferior to its 
parents. 

It. ali'inum. — Although of no interest 
from a flowering point of view, except that 
male and female flowers are usually borne 
oil separate plants, the Alpiine Currant is 
worth growing by reason of its dense; 
compact habit and its adaptability, for it 
gives good results under most adverse con¬ 
ditions, thriving in pioor soil and in full 
sun and shade. In fact, it can lie used 
both for sunny banks and for undergrowth 
in woods. It may be seen between 3 feet 
and 12 feet high. The fruits are red. It 
is found wild in some parts of the Rritish 
Isles. I'uiniluni is a dwarf variety and 
nureum lias yellow leaves, the colour be¬ 
ing best during early spring. 

R. bkacteosum. — This Western North 
American shrub lacks the attractive 
flowers of It. sanguineum, but is worth 
growing for its pendent racemes of 
yellowish-green flowers. The racemes are 
each (> inches to 8 inches long and appear 
freely in May. The leaves are usually 
larger than those of most other Currants. 
It was originally introduced about ninety 
years ago. 

R. cekeum is another distinct and at¬ 
tractive shrub from Western North 
America. Introduced ninety years ago, it 
is not well known and is re presented in 
few gardens. It grows about 4 feet high, 
forming a rather dense mass of short, 
stifflsh branches. The narrow, tubular 
flowers, each about J inch long and white 
tinged with rose, are produced freely in 
May. As is the case with most of the 
other Currants, compiarativcly young 
hushes are more free-flowering than old 
plants. 

It. Gayanum, though not well known, is 
worthy of extended cultivation both by 
reason of its grey-green evergreen leaves 
and yellow, fragrant flowers, which are 
borne in short racemes in June. It is a 
native of Chile and grows into a bush 
4 feet or more high. Another evergreen 
species is It. laurifolium, introduced from 
Western China in 190S. It grows 0 feet 
high, bears ineffective greenish-yellow 
flowers and black, oval fruits. Male and 
female flowers are on different plants. 

It. lacusthe appears to connect the 
Currants with tlie Gooseberries, for it has 
spiny stems like the latter and in¬ 
florescences closely resembling the former. 
It is widely distributed in N. America and 
was introduced about 1812. Tlie chief at¬ 
traction lies in the elegant racemes of 
flowers which are borne during May and 
Juno. The flowers have a reddish calyx 
and white, pink-tinged petals. 


R. speciosum, commonly called the 
Fuchsia-flowered Gooseberry, is tlie most 
beautiful of the Gooseberries when in 
flower. Introduced from California in 
1.82S, it grows into an erect bush (1 feet or 
more high, with bright brown stems 
covered with stiff, bristly spines. The 
flowers are bright red and borne several 
together from the buds of tlie previous 
year during April and May. They are 
each about 1J inches long, with long, red, 
protruding, thread-like stamens which re¬ 
mind one of tlie flowers of a Fuchsia. Un¬ 
fortunately, it often begins to grow very 
early (December or January), and the 
young shoots are crippled by frost. When 
it escapes cold in spring it is a very beauti¬ 
ful object in full flower. 

R. amiotum is a very distinct Goose¬ 
berry from California. It usually forms 
a spreading bush 2 feet or 3 feet high, 
although it may grow much taller. The 
brandies are armed with very strong 
spines and the flowers are borne singly or 
sometimes two together from the leaf- 
axils, with the young leaves in May. They 
are rather larger than those of the ordi¬ 
nary Gooseberry and have a crimson calyx 
with white, rose-flushed petals. The 
berries are very curious. In colour they 
are purple and covered by stiff bristly 
hairs. A closely allied shrub is It. omen¬ 
tum, also from California, which has very 
similar flowers and reddish, spiny fruits. 
Another shrub belonging to the same group 
and very similar in general appearance, 
differing, however, in botanical details, is 
It. Lobbi from Western N. America. 

It. Menziesi is a vigorous, spiny hush 
0 feet or 8 feet high, bearing Gooseberry- 
like flowers which have a red calyx and 
white petals. Except when in flower in 
May it has few’ recommendations. Intro¬ 
duced from Western North America about 
1830. 

It. I’lNETOBUM is a curious Gooseberry 
which was introduced in 1902. It is a 
native of New Mexico and Arizona, where 
it is known ns tlie Pine-wood Gooseberry. 
The flowers are orange-coloured, larger 
than those of most Gooseberries, and pretty 
individually, though they are not produced 
freely enough, as a rule, to be really 
showy. It grows 5 feet or more high and 
forms a fairly erect, spiny bush. D. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Seeds of Gorse.—A note from a friend in 
Vermont. U.S.A., asking for seeds of the Whin, 
reminds me of the practice adopted by the 
late Mr. William Thomson, widely known 
locally as the shoemaker-botanist of Kirkcud¬ 
bright. When Mr. Thomson wished to raise 
seedlings of Gorse, instead of gathering the 
seeds, he collected a email bagful of the eoil 
from beneath the bushes. This he spread in a 
corner of hie garden, and it never failed him, 
seedlings being produced in excess of his re¬ 
quirements. The hint may be worth passing 
on to those interested.—M. McG„ Balmae, Kirk¬ 
cudbright. 

Rhododendron prsecox.—In some seasons this 
Rhododendron escapee severe frosts when in 
bloom, and affords a wealth of its lovely 
Peach-blossom flowers. This year it has suf¬ 
fered badly, aud the display of bloom has been 
meagre iu the extreme.—8. Aknott. 

Young Cedars.—I have been watching some 
young Cedars, planted a few years ago. to see 
whether the damage done to them by the frost 
of the past hard winter amounted to death. 
So far. there is no hope, and they are appar¬ 
ently all dead.—M. 


Index and Binding Cases for completed 
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(price Is. Gd , by post Is. Sd .A The Index and Binding 
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ordered together, the price of the Index and Binding Case is 
Is., post free. 
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ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

trials with flower garden 

EDGINGS. 

owdkoi'S. —Snowdrops are vary slow in 
tlio natural soil of the place. In the pre- 
pa red beds they do better, and hest in an 
edging of (he Mossy Roclifoil (Saxifraga 
hjpnoides) or one of its varieties. The 
larger Snowdrops being welcome early 
flowere, they look well in the beds and 
seeiu to do all the better in the carpet of 
Itockfoil than in the open. 


rRIMULA ROSEA. 

Having been acquainted with this s]>ecieR 
since now nearly forty years ago seeds 
were first distributed from Kew ns 
"Primula sp. Kashmir,” I think it is not 
ill very large measure cultivated anything 
like half so well as it might be. Either 
with tlie original distribution of seeds or 
very early subsequently eauie the infor¬ 
mation that it was a bog-loving kind, and 


that rarely exceed an inch or two high 
but misrepresent this fine species—10-inch 
or foot-high tufts of leaves, when these 
are fully developed, are a better evidence 
of success. Tha t 

Seedling raising periodically, as op¬ 
posed to division of the roots, ensures 
greater vigour there is little doubt, but 
that it must be followed by generous treat¬ 
ment also I feel assured. There will 
always be, of course, those differences of 
growth which arise from soil and local 
climatic conditions, and where they favour 
the plant a fairly generous treatment as 
well should complete the success. Where, 
j however, I think there are greater room 
and need for improvement is in those in¬ 
stances where the plant is belittled—where 
its above-ground height is but the measure 
of its meagre rooting below tlie surface— 
and which in all probability is due to a 
perpetually saturated soil, which, too often 
bordering on stagnation, does not repre¬ 
sent the Nature-governed bog. In such in¬ 
stances the plants raised a foot higher, so 
that their root tips could reach moisture, 



Edging of the taller Snowdrops, in A lossy R:chfoil many years. 


doubtless those who had a bog garden in 
those days made room in it for so good a 
plant. Not then having a bog garden, 1 
had to provide a substitute, and selected 
a fairly cool and shaded silo where double 
Primroses had done moderately well, 
though the soil was very sandy and light. 
This I counteracted by a heavy dressing 
of old cow-manure, which I think highly 
of for all classes of light or much drained 
soil. In this Primula rosea was planted, 
and in a short time the seedlings were 
revelling in it as tlie growth amply testi¬ 
fied. Treated as a hog plant, the plants 
are but the merest caricatures of those I 
have in mind. I have decided that the 
conditions of the artificial bog—whether 
It is a question of partial stagnation or 
due to tlie hardness of the water, I cannot 
sav—are not generally suited to its well 
being. Instances to the contrary naturally 
occur, a notable one where the plants in 
their hundreds carpeted the ground in 
luoist, tii in woodland, occurring to my 
mind. Here an even greater vigour obtained 
than in the manured ground mentioned. It is 


not general, howevj 
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might soon reveal the cause of the trouble. 
Where no artificial lxig garden exists the 
generous and cool treatment I have de¬ 
scribed will form no mean substitute. 
With it should be associated the sowing of 
new seeds almost as soon ns gathered and 
tlie subsequent ensuring of soil as continu¬ 
ously moist as though the freshly-ripened 
seed's had fallen on their native hogland 
in tlie Himalayas. E. II. Jenkins. 


Campanula Steveni_This fine species 

comes, I believe, from the Caucasus. It 
came to me from Air. T. Smith, of Newry. 
He was showing me over his wonderful 
nursery some years ago, and told me that 
it was a very good plant. The plant forms 
a close, neat mat of narrow, fresh, green 
leaves, and in May it throws up a forest 
of tapering 9-inch spires of bright lavender- 
blue bells. It is the first Campanula to 
flower here, coming with C. abietina, which 
it closely resembles in habit, though C. 
abietina lias bells of a curious reddish- 
violet. The two flower together. I have 
heard many people complain that they can¬ 
not get either of these species to blossom. 


Here the trouble is that they are apt to 
flower themselves to death, but I get over 
this by pulling away a number of “ Irish¬ 
man's cuttings,” young side-shoots with a 
root or two attached, and growing them on 
to flower tlie following year. Campanula 
Steveni is easy to grow in any decent light 
loam in full sun. It is in full flower with 
me now (May I7th), and is very brilliant, 
graceful, and charming. Soon after I got 
C. Steveni I obtained its white variety, C. 
Steveni alba. For the first year or two it 
never bloomed, but in 1915 it flowered 
freely with me and turned out to be a 
pretty thing. It is not a pure white like 
the white C. persicifolia, but has a wash 
of palest blue in it.—C larence Eli.iott, 
Stevenage. 

AN DR OSACE IIEI A’ ET1C A. 

The Androsaees of woolly, tufted habit 
are bad doers. Even in the moraine they 
die off. In tlie cold frame or the alpine- 
house they may be managed with a little 
care, but in the open air, even with sheets 
of glass over them, which I never will 
allow to disfigure my rock garden, they 
are more often dead than alive by the end 
of our English winter. I am, therefore, 
pleased to have wintered Androsnce 
Helvetica in the open without protection. 
I have it In a deep, narrow, natural crevice, 
in a big waterworn limestone rock, which 
ii half buried at the southern end of my 
moraine. This crack probably runs right 
to thp heart of the rock, but is s i narrow 
that it is not possible to run a knife-blade 
into it deejicr than an inch or so. Last 
summer 1 had a batch of minute rooted 
cuttings of Androsace lielvetlea in pots, 
and I thought this crevice looked an ideal 
home for one. I took one whose head was 
no bigger than a boot-button, washed all 
soil from the roots, cleared an inch-deep 
space in the crack of the rock, and tickled 
the roots of Helvetica into place with a 
spoonful of gritty soil and with the aid of 
a match-stalk, and then finished off with a 
surfacing of limestone chips. Then I for¬ 
got all about it until u day or two ago 
(May 1711 i) when I came upon my plant, 
doubled in size since last year, a tight, 
compact dome of grey silky wool with four 
i or live exquisite flowers, looking exactly 
like large pure white Forget-me-not 
flowers, sitting tight and absolutely stem- 
less upon the grey foliage. The crevice 
which lias suited my Androsace so well 
lies on tlie up])cr side of the rock, and runs 
down pripemliciil.ii'ly into it. I was so 
pleased with this success that I at once 
sowed a pinch of seed of Erilriehium 
lianum in the same crack on either side of 
Amlrosaee Helvetica. I Have always been 
given to understand that Eriti'icliium 
annum is a lime hater. As a matter of 
fact, it is an nnti-everything in Ibis coun¬ 
try. Clarence Ei.i.iott. 

Stevenage. 


\ NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Douglasia vitallana lias many cynenyma. 
Now it is Aretia or Androsace. more rarely 
Gregoria, and often as a-t the head r.f this 
note. It is yellow-flowered, and form.s a looae- 
epreading tuft of rosettes. At one time it was 
considered to be the only yellow kind, hut 
another, I). prietutiana. whoae flowers are 
larger and more decidedly gotten, has more 
than a suspicion of glaucous-grey in ite leaf¬ 
age. and is. therefore, quite distinct. Both are 
desirable, the latter rare.—8. S. 

The white Apennine Windflower. —A re¬ 
markably pretty white form appeared soma 
years ago among aome imported conns which 
I purchased. Tlie flowers are large, white 
when open, but the backs are prettily tinged 
with a delicate blue colouring, delightful when 
the blooms are closed towards evening or in 
dull weather. This variety strongly reminds 
one of A. Wanda erythiniea.—S. Abnott. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 


POISONING BY RHUBARB LEAVES. 


More than once this yenr we have called 
attention lo the danger of writers advising 
people to use Rhubarb leaves as Spinach— 
a proposal that could only he based on 
ignorance of the plant. 

An Inquest was held at Enfield recently 
on the body of the Rev. IV. It. Colville, 
minister of St. Paul’s Presbyterian 
Church, Enfield, and formerly of Hove. 
Mr. A. M. Forbes, the coroner, said there 
was grave reason to fear that Sir. Col¬ 
ville’s death had been caused or ac¬ 
celerated by eating Rhubarb leaves cooked 
as a vegetable. There had been state¬ 
ments in the Press recommending the use 
of Rhubarb tops in the same way ns Cab¬ 
bage or Spinach. An analysis had been 
ordered so as lo ascertain the chemical 
const I Incuts of Rhubarb. So far as he 
could make out from inquiry, there did not 
npjiear to be in existence any note of the 
analysis of Rhubarb leaves. An exhaus¬ 
tive analysis would be made by the Home 
Office analyst, and until its result was 
made public he advised iieople to leave 
Rhubarb leaves alone. Hugh Colville, 
aged 1.1, said that on April 2(1 he visited, 
with his mother, a greengrocer’s stall in 
Enfield. His mother purchased a bundle 
of Rhubarb, which appeared quite fresh. 
His mother told him that she intended to 
cut the leaves off and use them as a veget¬ 
able, as she had seen a recipe in the news¬ 
papers. In reply to the jury, the Coroner 
read out the recipe, which was headed, 
“War Time Tip from the National Train¬ 
ing Schools of Cookery.” Tito witness, 
continuing, said that the Rhubarb was 
eaten for Sunday's dinner, and in Hie even¬ 
ing all tlie members of the family com¬ 
plained of sickness and abdominal pains. 
Lily Gibbs, lti, a servant, said that after 
the tops of the Rhubarb were cut off they 
were washed and put into boiling water 
for 20 minutes. A little salt and soda 
were added, and they were drained, cut 
up, and put into an iron sutieeimn for boil¬ 
ing. Nothing else was added. Dr. R. I. 
Gardner said lie attended Mr. Colville dur¬ 
ing the three days before his removal to 
the Enfield Hospital, where ho died. Mr. 
Colville complained of violent abdominal 
pains whenever he moved. The doctor 
said that in his own mind the illness was 
associated with the Rhubarb, and he 
treated Mr. Colville accordingly, hilt with¬ 
out avail. 

Lady Rolleston says in a letter to The 
Times :— 


Soda was one of the ingredients 
added lo the Rhubarb leaves which are 
supposed to have boon the cause of 
the Rev. W. R. Colville’s dealh. The 
Rhubarb leaves are most probably 
quite harmless, hut common washing 
soda Is a deadly iioison, and the 
symptoms that the family suffered 
from were caused by the soda. If 
very little is used a dull headache and 
slight nausea are the result, if more 
is put in, violent sickness, 1*1 ins, and 
faintness are the result, and even 
death. Common washing soda is tin* 
refuse of glass, and is quite unfit to 
be u-sed iu food, but, unfortunately, is 
frequently added to vegetables, from 
the palaee to the cottage, as the cooks 
do not dlsinguish the very great dif¬ 
ference between bicarbonate of soda 
and common washing soda. 

[Lady Rolleston is quite right in de¬ 
nouncing the use of soda in food, hut 
wrong in what she says of Rhubarb lean s, 
which arc full of a poisonous acid. The 
harm has come ^TIO ii a ouifcj exfonrous 


statement in an important journal that 
Rhubarb leaves were used as Spinach in 
France, the fact being that Rhubarb in any 
form is not seen in French gardens. —En.j 
Of the poisonous effect of Rhubarb 
leaves I wrote in Country Life some 
months ago, and I see it lias arisen again. 
With regard to the letter in the 
Daily Mail suggesting the use of 
Rhubarb leaves for Spinach, some 
years ago an enthusiastic vegetarian 
and I cooked large Rhubarb leaves as 
a vegetable and were very ill for days 
after eating them.— Victoria Burns. 

The writer evidently thinks that, as people 
eat Spinach without harm, every leaf at 
hand may be chopped up and cooked, and 
has no idea ihat there are deadly poisons 
among plants.—W. 

It appears that. I>r. Rendle, of the 
British Museum, wrote some few weeks 
ago to the Daily Mail recommending 
Rhubarb leaves as a war food, and on 
Sunday, April 2Slth, a family in Enfield 
after liartaking of the leaves, which had 
been cooked in the same way as Spinach, 
were seined with abdominal pains, and the 
father, the Rev. YV. It. Colville, died the 
following day from what the doctor de¬ 
scribed as irritant poisoning. The coroner 
ordered a careful analysis of the leaves. 
Dr. Rendle has since sent the following 
warning to the Daily Mail :— 

“ In recommending the use of Rhu¬ 
barb leaves for Spinach I gave the re¬ 
sult of my own experience, and the 
knowledge that these have in Hie past 
been extensively used ns a lot-herb. 

I have, however, received several 
letters from medical men and others 
referring to ill-effects arising from Hie 
use of the leaves as a vegetable. It 
would, therefore, be well lo experiment 
with very small quantities in the first 
instance. One knows, of course, that 
some people cannot take Rhubarb, and 
such would lie well advised to avoid 
use of the leaves.” 

[It serins alarming lo hear of a learned 
doctor of the British Museum tilling 
people to poison themselves when even a 
slender knowledge, of medical or even 
garden literature would have shown ilial 
Rhubarb leaves were poisonous.—En.] 

DRIED HARICOT BEANS AND PEAS. 
We are receiving numerous inquiries from 
amateurs just now in respect to 1 lie 
harvesting of Haricot Beans and Peas for 
use next winter, and we think a few notes 
011 tlie subject may lie of some service to 
your readers. All tlie wliite-secded varie¬ 
ties of both Dwarf and Runner Beans are 
suitable for winter use as Haricots, as 
also are Excelsior (a golden-brown seeded 
Dwarf Bean) and the Dwarf Green 
Haricot. 

To harvest the Beans. —In the case of 
the Dwarf varieties all tlie pods should be 
allowed to remain on the plants and rii>en 
naturally in tlie sun. About the end of 
September the plants should lie pulled up 
and hung in a dry, airy shed or spare 
room. In the case of Runner Beans, a 
first picking green is sometimes taken by 
growers, lull it is perhaiis generally safer 
to let tlie whole crop ripen. The plants 
may well be pinched back after a good 
crop has set. As tlie haulm of Runner 
Beans is large for hanging up, the indivi¬ 
dual pods may he gathered in autumn and 
placed iu an airy place to complete their 
drying. 

Peas.—T lie best variety to sow now is 
Little Marvel. When dried it not only 
cooks well during the winter, but lias the 
further advantage of maturing early, and, 
being a dwarf-growing variety, it does 


not need staking, and Is more easily 
handled. The treatment in harvesting is 
tlie same as for Haricot Beans, a full crop 
being allowed to develop on the plants and 
ripen entirely outdoors if the weather is 
favourable, or the whole plant may he 
pulled up in autumn and hung iu a dry. 
airy shed or spare, room. It is a most iiu- 
iwrlant point for amateurs lo hear in 
mind Ihat the Beans or Peas must be 
thoroughly dry aud the seeds quite hard 
before they are s ton si for the winter. 
Last autumn, owing to the continued wet 
weather, it was necessary for many seed- 
growers to finish the drying of both Beans 
and I'eas in trays before they could be 
safely stored. Like most other things, 
however, only ordinary care is required to 
ensure success, and in view of the pro¬ 
spective shortage of food for next year it 
is “up to all” to do what is jiossible to 
produce a reserve of food by their own 
endeavours. Barr and Sons. 


NOTES AND RE FLIES. 

Wanted good early Cabbages. -It is not 

pleasant to see a plot of so-called early 
Cabbages, many gone to seed and few 
worth gathering in May. There are vari¬ 
ous mu eh-praised kinds that do not give 
anything like the effect of tlie plots one 
used to see iu cottage gardens. Is this 
owing to giving up good old sorts for mere 
earliness? A word or two from some of 
your readers might be helpful. Mere 
earliness in our climate is not a thing to 
seek, and to see a plot full of plants gone 
to seed is a poor reward for our trouble.— 
W. 

Sapucaia Nuts (Leeytlils Zabueajo).— 
•Tust as the Pecan, the best Nut to eat of 
tlie northern world, goes out this year, a 
good supply of an excellent tropical Nut. 
the Sapucaia, comes into our market, and 
not always in a fair state. It is gathered 
from a wild tree, and probably by tbe 
natives, in various States, hut. when the 
Nuts come in of fair size and in condition 
they are good, indeed. There is a vast 
amount of the very best food in Nuts, 
•sime as yet not iu use in our country and 
some requiring the mill to make them more 
easily dealt with, but tile two Nuts named 
here are eaten with relish as they come 
from tlie shell. \Y. 

Rhubarb leavei poisonous (M. 1. A .).— 
There are curious folk in France as else¬ 
where, but, as a rule, no Rhubarb is grown 
in French gardens, and a French eook 
would laugh at the idea <>f using the leaves 
of Rhubarb for Spinach, French gardens 
being usually welt stored with the true 
Spinach. Recommending its use should he 
treated as an offence, as there is ample 
evidence of its poisonous nature and the 
fatal accidents arising from its use. Even 
the stalks, not so full of tlie dangerous 
acid as the leaves, used in excess lead to 
serious disease, as we may read In some 
medical books. An awful tiling about the 
accidents is, that anyone should write 
about tlie matter without having taken the 
least trouble to look into the nature of tlie 
tiling itself. Even tlie absurd statement 
was made in print that Hie French used 
tlie leaves as Spinach, which anyone with 
the least knowledge of French cookery or 
French gardens should know was im- 
imssible. 

Freak foods.—Despite all the warnings given 
from lime to time in the horticultural press 
as to the dangerous constituents in Rhubarb, 
the inevitable poisoning cases have at length 
occurred. Irresponsible writers and faddists 
write eulogies to the dailies about using all 
kinds of weeds as foods at the present time. 
These notes obtain a wide circulation, and 
sooner or later someone pays the penalty —A 

Scottish Gardener. QF ILLINOIS AT 
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OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

BLUE WOOD WINDFLOWER IN 
MEADOW GRASS. 

Tms is so well known now there is no 
need to soy more of it than that it is a 
plant one run hardly put into a- spot in 
which It. will not thrive In snn or half¬ 
shade. Wo mean with no mure care than 
is given to the Daisy, it is by far the 
most delicate and true in colour of any 
form of the Wood Anemone. To increase 
it we hike it up when the leaves fade a bit 
and replant soon, as the roots are apt to 
perish if left long exposed. 

MAY-FLOWERING TULIPS. 

Ir is, I think, a great mistake to plant 
.May flowering Tulips in beds from which 


many years they are quite as giant as when 
first put out. It is, I am quite sure, much 
more satisfactory to grow Tulips in sucli a 
way than to put them among herbaceous 
plants in the hardy flower borders. In the 
latter case they are certain, sooner or later, 
to be damaged as the annual cleaning up 
goes on, and, no matter how carefully they 
may lie labelled when planted, tin* labels 
are equally sure to be lost, and when they 
are, there is no guide for the workmen, 
and disaster soon follows. 

It may be objected that when their 
season is over the empty beds are ail eye¬ 
sore. They need not bo When the blooms 
give signs of failing a selection of hardy 
annuals sown broadcast will give a useful 
show' in autumn. Eschecholtzia cnll- 
fornica, Collinsia- bieolor, Aiyssum, or 
Cornflowers can lie recommended for this 


plies a plentiful array of its mauve or 
red coloured flowers. It is said that P. 
Sibthorpi, which varies in nature, is the 
jiarent of all our forms of red, pink, 
purple, and blue Primroses. However this 
may be, the plant under uotice is one of 
great value, and nowhere more than by 
tiie side of a little water-course. It 
evidently appreciates occasional breaking 
up and replanting, the result of this being 
healthier plants and larger and more plen¬ 
tiful flowers.—S. Akxott. 

SEEDLING AUBRIETIAS. 

I have often tried raising Aubrietias from 
seed saved from the finest-named varieties 
as well as from careful crosses which I 
had made between the best varieties, lint 
although the flowers of most of the seed¬ 
lings were bright and pretty, none of them 



they have to be lifted, before they are 
thoroughly ripened, in order to make room 
for summer-flowering plants. No matter 
law carefully the lifting and replanting 
arc done, the bulbs are sure to deteriorate, 
and, in the course of a few seasons, to be¬ 
come worthless. In these gardens Tulips 
arc grown to a considerable extent—more 
especially the Uesnerhum and Darwin 
tjpes, with a certain number of the 
brilliantly-liucd 1’arrot Tulips. There are 
given quarters to themselves and are never 
lifted, being allowed to ripen off naturally. 
During their growing season they are 
allowed a stated quantity of artificial 
immure, which not only assists in pro¬ 
ducing good blooms, hut also keeps the 
bulbs in tune. As a result the display 
ai.nually Is very fine, and although the 
varieties have been planted now foria good 

d, it l GO' gle 


purpose. When the foliage of the Tulips 
is ripe and cleared away the annuals will 
he found to have made a fine green cariiet 
underneath, and, as has boon said, they 
will flower freely in late summer and 
autumn. We are not now so dependent 
upon the Low Countries for Tulips as was 
the case years ago. The finest Tulips in 
these gardens were grown in Ireland, and 
in the matter of price they compare very 
favourably with those of foreign origin. 

W. MoGpffog. 

Euhnae Gardens. Kirlcvdbrig/it. 

Primula Sibthorpi. —I wonder why this 
plant is not more widely cultivated. It 
very often blooms in the autumn, and witli 
favourable weather may give a stray bloom 
or two during mid-Winter. In earliest 
spring it makes a great effort, and sup- 


were distinct enough to be worth naming 
and perpetuating. Last summer, however, 
a very promising self-sown seedling made 
its appearance on the outskirts of a bed of 
Aubrietia Violet Queen, a strong-growing 
! variety with immense violet-purple blos¬ 
soms. Tiie seedling is like Violet Queen 
in liahit and size of blossom, hut in colour 
j I lie flowers come nearest to those of Fire 
King, a brilliant crimson. It is a promis¬ 
ing plant, but it will lie next spring before 
1 can judge whether ils first promise will 
lie fulfilled. A day or two ago (May 11th) 

I I came ui»n another pretty seedling, also 
self-sown, which had sprung up on the out¬ 
skirts of a lied of that loveliest of all 
Aubrietias—Lavender. In the next bed to 
it is a mass of Aubrietia Mikado. The 
new seedling is almost intermediate bc- 
tween the two, a curious smoky lnvender- 


Blue Windflower in meadow Grass. Gravetye, end of April. 
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pink ; but it is difficult at present to truly 
judge it, growing as it is with several 
square yards of solid lavender on one side 
of it and a sheet of smoky lilac-crimson 
on the other. Only when it is isolated and 
grown in a mass will it be possible to 
know if it is as good as I think it is. 
Aubrietia Mikado is not very well known. 
It was raised by Mrs. Lloyd Edwards, and 
shown by her at the International Show at 
Chelsea. It is unlike any other Aubrietia 
l have seen. In colour it somewhat re¬ 
sembles Carnation Mikado, a subtle 
smoky purple, difficult to describe. I like 
Aubrietia Mikado best when a mass of it 
is running into and mixing with less masses 
of, say, A. Fire King and A. Dr. Mules. 

Stevenage. Clarence Elliott. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

. Violets. —It falls to the lot of few to have 
euch a wealth of garden Violets in variety os 
have appeared at several recent meetings of 
the Royal Horticultural Society, but a very 
interesting and varied display can be made in 
the majority of gardens, even those of small 
size. With the wild sorts just now—May Day— 
at their best, they are naturally most accept¬ 
able in these places where they are scarce in 
hedgerow and meadow, and in those parts 
where the soil is of a light sandy nature one 
may walk miles without finding anything in 
the way of a Violet, unless it is the ecentleee 
form. In the garden the beet place for them 
is a slightly eloping bank in a shady corner, 
with the soil made suitable, and a few rough 
stones here and there to separate, if necessary, 
the different lit<tle colonies in varying shades. 
One can get quite a nice little variety even 
in the wild 6orts.—E. B. 8, Hardwick. 

Saxifraga crassifolia. — Anne Pratt, on 
Saxifrages, elates: "Another of our garden 
species, Saxifraga crassifolia, is very common 
in Siberia and Upper Asia. Its leave* are 
used as a substitute for tea, and, growing on 
elevated spots, the plant is called by the Rus¬ 
sians Tea Mountain. The leathery, spongy 
leaves of this plant fall off after a time, when 
those only are gathered which are quite black. 
They require no preparation, and the tea made 
from them is described ao having an astringent 
flavour like that of Chincoe tea, but the aro¬ 
matic property is eaid to be wanting.” The 
last sentence involves a high probability!— 
L. J. Rogfrs. 

Queen Anne's double Daffodil (Narciceus 
capax fl.-pl.) —Of all the Narcissi grown here, 
and they are many, my favourite is Queen 
Anne’s double Daffodil. Its pale lemon-yellow, 
star-shaped blossoms have an individuality 
about them which is all their own, and which 
singles them out for remark even by casual 
observers. During the present 6eaocn this fine 
variety is not blooming so well as is generally 
the case. The bulbs are now rather over¬ 
shadowed by trees, and it is probable that they 
would appreciate shifting to a place in which 
they would receive more sunlight.—W. McG., 
Halm ae. 

Sweet Peas. —Considerable progress has been 
made with the planting out of Sweet Peas. 
Although many of the borders usually devoted 
to flowers have meantime been given over to 
vegetables, yet, chiefly for their value for cut¬ 
ting. the area devoted to Sweet Peas is not 
much less than usual. As the wire supports 
upon which they grow were previously in posi¬ 
tion, the work of planting is not a long one. 
A sowing was also made in the open for guc- 
cessional purposes.—W. McG. 

Narcissus cernuus plenus. — I have had this 
in my present garden for twelve years, but it 
increases slowly and dees not flower freely. 
It is one of the moschatus type of dwarf white 
trumpets, but with double flowers. It appears 
to like a dry, stony soil.—8. Arnott. 

The Pasque-flower at Kirkcudbright.— No¬ 
where have I seen the Pasque-flower (Ane¬ 
mone Pulsatilla) do better than in the garden 
of Mr. E. A. Hornel. at Broughton House. Kirk¬ 
cudbright. There it grows well in a border of 
good alluvial loam which has been well 
manured.—8. Arnott. 
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VEGETABLES. 

RUNNER BEANS. 

These im\ generally, every year fairly 
well represented in the majority of both 
large and small gardens, blit there is 
ample room for their extended cultivation. 
They are very remunerative and will yield 
good crops in dry seasons if properly 
treated. They may'be grown on the same 
plot of ground year after year for a long 
time with great success, ae I have proved. 
Many inexperienced cultivators sow the 
seeds too early, do not pay enough atten¬ 
tion to the thorough digging of the soil 
and the manner of applying the manure. 

In a large garden I had charge of 1 
grew a row of Runner Beans in the same 
position for ten years. They were so 
grown to form a background to a her¬ 
baceous border ns well as for the pods. 
The roW was 330 feet long. Every winter 
four cartloads of manure were dug deeply 
into the soil and well mixed with it over u 
space 1 feet wide. Generally, the middle 
of May was chosen as the date for sowing 
the seeds in two shallow drills in the 
centre of the treated ground, 13 inches 
apart, the seeds being dropped C inches 
apart in the drills. In due course the soil 
was drawn up to both sides of the two 
rows of plants, and stakes about 10 feet 
high put in One year was exceptionally 
dry and bad for vegetables, generally, and 
Runner Beans throughout the country cast 
their flowers freely. My plants did not 
east many of their flowers, and during the 
month of August, the most trying one, 1 
gathered 10 jieeks of pods. Neither mulch¬ 
ing nor watering was resorted to. but, 
owing to the method of applying the 
manure, the roots had permeated tlie 
whole of the manured portion, forming a 
vast network of roots. 

Allotment holders and villa gardeners 
should, in every ease where they can pro¬ 
cure good rotted manure, mix it with the 
soil as advised above rather than place it 
in a shallow trench and thus confine it to 
a very limited space. Furthermore, if any 
suitable material be available for top- 
dressing, it should be put on before the 
moisture lias evaporated from the surface 
sail. Such surface mulchings, if applied 
early, are more beneficial than watering 
Inter on. U. G. B. 

GROW AND SAVE HARICOT BEANS. 
Ar.L cottagers in France, also in parts of 
Belgium, make a point of growing them, 
and in those parts the dried Beans, hang¬ 
ing up under the eaves of outhouses and 
in sheds, form a familiar feature of the 
countryside in the autumn. If those who 
are taking up food plots in southern parts 
of this country would only make a point 
of growing even a small quantity the total 
crop would he enormous and of great 
national value. We know of allotment 
holders in the neighbourhood of Canter¬ 
bury who get enormous crops of Haricot 
Beans from their plots each year. Haricot 
Beans and Butter Beans are merely varie¬ 
ties of the ordinary French Beans and 
Dwarf Beans. They are almost invariably 
grown for use in the green state, and only 
in very few gardens are they dried for use 
in winter. The writer is acquainted with 
a gardener who last year chanced by way 
of a novel experiment to sow a few Haricot 
Beans which he had bought from a grocer. 
To liis surprise they proved to be identical 
with a Dwarf French Bean which lie had 
grown with pride for at least twenty 
years. The Beans were allowed to mature, 
but owing to the wet autumn they were 
hung up on wires and lijieued off in a 
stokehole. When it was found that the 
Beans dropped readily from the dried pods, 


the whole were placed into sacks and 
beaten, after which the Beans were 
screened off. The fortunate gardener who 
tried this experiment has an ample supply 
of tliis highly nutritious food product to 
meet the demands of his household, and, 
needless to add, lie intends growing 
Haricot Beans on a much larger scale this 
year. Soil should he selected which is 
light rather than heavy, and the dwarf 
varieties should he grown ill lines 1! feet 
apart and Iff inches in the lines. Seed 
should be sown from the middle till the 
end of May .—Country Life. 


ALLOTM ENT GAR DENS. 

At the beginning of February this year 
the Brentham Horticultural Society was 
authorised by the Borough Surveyor of 
Ealing, under the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations (Cultivation of Funds Order), 
to occupy the Grass land (some 1 j acres in 
extent) at Dibden House, Hanger Dane, 
Ealing, for the purpose of “War” Allot¬ 
ments. Thirty-three allotments were 
I legged out and cultivation proceeded as 
rapidly as the weather would permit. 
Some of the allotments were shared by the 
holders, and about fifty men in all were 
working upon them. Just before Easter 
tile work of erecting two sheds was put in 
hand, without any notification whatever to 
the Society, for the purpose of testing 
smoke bombs. The attention of the 
Bo rough Surveyor was called to the build¬ 
ings by the Horticultural Society, but. as 
the sheds did not encroach upon the allot¬ 
ment ground and as it was assumed that 
I hey were serving some national purpose, 
it was not considered worth while to press 
for their removal. On May 3rd. however, 
a notification was received from the 
Borough Surveyor that the construct ion of 
a factory on the allotments was under con¬ 
templation. I’rmupt and vigorous action 
was necessary if the land was to be re¬ 
tained for food production, and the oir- 
.eiiiiistanees were at once brought to tin* 
notice of the Ministry of Munitions, the 
Board of Agriculture, and the Member fur 
Ealing (Mr. ID Nield), who placed ques¬ 
tions upon llie Notice Paper of the House 
of Commons. As, however, tlie materials 
for the factory began to arrive and no de¬ 
finite action bad apparently been taken by 
ony public body to retain the whole of the 
allotments for fowl production, the Horti¬ 
cultural Society called a protest meeting of 
allotment holders on Saturday, May Iffth. 
A well-attended meeting, which included 
representatives of the North Ealing and 
the Ealing. Hainvell, and District Socie¬ 
ties, decided to make strong representa¬ 
tions of tile need for immediate action to 
tlit* Board of Agriculture and the Town 
Council. A tentative proposal was made 
to the Society that eight of tlie thirty-three 
allotments should he given up and the re¬ 
maining twenty-five fenced off. but the 
meeting was unanimously of opinion that 
on grounds of principle this should not be 
entertained. 

After llie protest meeting a notification 
was received from the Ministry of Muni¬ 
tions that the London District Engineer 
would visit Dibden House on Slay Dlth, 
and the Society asked the Borough Sur¬ 
veyor to attend and tiie Board of Agricul¬ 
ture to send a representative. The estate 
agents acting for tin factory proprietor 
were also present. After the position Imd 
been explained, the compromise by which 
for llie present eight of the thirty-three 
allotments would he taken, coupled with 
eom]iens.ition. was definitely refused by 
the allotment secretary, who represented 
the Society. The stand taken up by the 
Society was |rjcqjprte^ D 1 - the factory pro¬ 
prietor, who arrived at Dil deu House just 
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before the meeting broke op, and be de¬ 
cided to abandon the proposal to build upon 
the allotments and seek a site elsewhere. 

The incident shows the danger to which 
allotment holders are exposed of liaviug 
their ; * war ” plots confiscated, and it also 
shows the great advantage of combination 
.nmongst allotment holders. Had not the 
tenants been members of a Society which 
had the organisation for making an im¬ 
mediate and vigorous protest there is but 
little doubt that some, if not all, of the 
plots would have been confiscated and the 
food produced in the country correspond¬ 
ingly decreased. 


NOTES AND RErLIES. 

Cutting of seed Potatoes.— In view of 
the shortage of seed Potatoes growers 
should not hesitate to cut the bigger 
tubers. Some varieties, such as Up-to- 
date and Abundance, stand cutting well; 
others, such as King Edward and Ninety¬ 
fold, may be much injured by cutting; 
others again, such as Arran Chief, are 
uncertain. Cut tubers are always less 
sife for planting in dry soils than in moist 
logins, and are less satisfactory in a dry 
than in a moist spring, but every variety 
of Potato can ba cut and successfully used 
under all ordinary conditions if carefully 
treated Two points must receive atten¬ 
tion. The grower should make certain 
that an “eye” or bud capable of growth 
is present in the set (if Potatoes have been 
slightly sprouted there is no difficulty in 
deciding as to this i>oint). and the cut sur¬ 
faces should be sprinkled with slaked lime 
which forms a crust and prevents the 
Potato drying after it has been cut. This 
is especially necessary if there is any like¬ 
lihood of delay between cutting and plant- 
iu g.~Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

Onions (large) for keeping.— In many 
gardens, when sown in the open, the Onion 
crop is not very reliable. For daily con¬ 
sumption large bulbs are not wanted. It 
is fa r more profitable to sow Alisa Craig 
or Cranston's Excelsior in autumn or in 
isms or boxes early in the year, planting 
them out in rich soil. Those sown in 
autumn have suffered this year from 
.were cold. Some years ago I tried these 
two and several other kinds, and could see 
no difference ns regards hardiness. This 
year the Trii>olis have suffered badly. I 
know several growers who depend for their 
large bulbs on seed sown at the close of 
the year. If the sowing is deferred till 
February or March then more heat is 
needed. This is detrimental to them later 
on.—D orset. 

Forcing of winter Greens. —Winter Greens, 
Cauliflowers, etc., are being pushed into the 
market for sale almost regardless of the need 
for hardening off before being planted out. 
Many of the&e plants have been raised in heat 
under glasa at expross e-peed, and it is sheer 
folly to expect all of them to survive if planted 
direct in the open ground, yet many allo-tment- 
iKdders. without previous experience, are at the 
present time planting out Cauliflowers that 
only need one or two cold nights to cripple 
them entirely. If plants so reared cannot bo 
hardened ofl first, some provision ought to be 
made for covering them at night for a time.— 
Townsman. 

Potato Myatt's Prolific.—This year, when 
all sorts of Potatoes are being planted, I have 
noticed that this very old variety is being 
offered in many places along with another old 
laniard sort—Rivers’ Early Ashleaf. I knew 
hoih theoe forty years ago as good croppers, 
and it speaks much for their good qualities 
that they should be in commerce to-day. I 
well remember the time when. a3 exhibition 
varieties, the two mentioned were staged, and 
I question whether, as first earlies, they are 
not to be preferred to 6ome of the present-day 
forts. Certainly a/3 croppers they still hold 
their own.—W oodbastwick. 


THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom May 22nd.— Herberts (in variety). 
Lilacs (in variety), Pyrus Malus (in variety). 
Primus (in variety), Ribes (in variety), Amc- 
lanchicr Botryapium (the Snowy Mespilus), 
Spirzea arguta, Spira’a Thunbergi, Mag¬ 
nolias (in variety). Daphnes (in variety), Vibur¬ 
num Carlesi, V. rhyt idophyllum. V. utile. 
Kerria japonica. Azaleas (in variety). Rhodo¬ 
dendrons, Andromcdas (in variety). Daphnes 
(in variety), Choisya ternata, Cytisus (Broom) 
(in variety), Deutzias (in variety), Laurus 
nobilis, Staphylea colcliica. Wistarias, CraUe- 
gus (in variety). Clematis alpina, Ericas (in 
variety), Polygala, Chumsebuxus lute a . Epime- 
diums (in variety). Periwinkles, Aubrietias (in 
great variety), Saxifrages (in variety), AEthio- 
nema Warley Rose, Androsaces (in variety), 
Silene Hookeri, Morisia hypogxa, Armeria 
esespitosa, A. Lauclieana rubra, Pentstemon 
Davidsoni, P. Scouleri. Dryus octopctala, Ane¬ 
mones (in great variety). Ranunculus (in 
variety), Iris (many species and varieties), 
Trilliums, Lily of the Valley, Oralis ennea- 
phylla, Muscari (Grape Hyacinths), Tulips (in 
variety), Narcissi (late varieties), Primulas (in 
variety), Cheiranthus (in variety), Gentianas, 
Violas, Omphalodes cappadocica, Alpine 
Phloxes (in variety), Houstonia coerulea, Sapo- 
naria ocymoides, Hutchinsia alpina, A renarias 
(in variety), Lithospermum prostratum., Gypso- 
phila prostrata, Potentilla alba, Geums (in 
variety), Heucheras, Ourisia coccinea, Thalic- 
trums (in variety), double and single Arabis, 
Chrysogonum virginianum. Anchusa Myosoti- 
diflora, Dianthus Napoleon III., Mertensia 
ecliioides, M. virginica, Asphodelus subalpinus, 
Fritillaria Meleagris (in variety), Aquilegias 
(in variety), Meconopsis integrifolia, Masus 
rugosus, Lotus (in variety), Arnebia ecliioides 
(the Prophet-flower), Orobus vernus (in several 
colours), Corydalis (in variety), Dorontcums, 
Solomon's Seal, Nepeta Mussini, Matthiola vale- 
siaca, Wallfloicers (in many colours). Polyan¬ 
thus (in variety), Tufted Pansies (in variety). 
Forget-me-nots (in variety). Sweet Violets, 
Dicentra spectabilis, Ornithogalums (in 
variety), Megaseas (various), Calthaa (in 
variety), Aponageton grandiflorum. 

The week’s work. —Since writing my last 
notes there has been a welcome rain, and the 
weather is now ideal for planting. The hardier 
kinds of summer-flowering plants having been 
got out, the planting of other less hardy sub¬ 
jects (if the weather continues mild) will be 
proceeded with. Theoe include Heliotropes, 
Begonias, Gannas, and sub-tro-pical plants. 
The plants should be given a good soaking of 
clear water on the same day as they are in¬ 
serted. and afterwards (if the weather ie dry) 
frequent sprayings with a syringe or rose-can 
will keep them fresh during the time they are 
becoming re-established. The arrangement of 
the plants is to a great extent a matter of 
individual taste. 

Annuals.— Many of those first sown now re¬ 
quire thinning. This should be done gradu¬ 
ally. Mignonette, Poppies, etc., should be 
allowed ample room for development, and 
more seed may now be sown for later displays. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall Gardens, Oundlc. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Azaleas, etc.—Preparations for moving out¬ 
doors Indian Azaleas, Cytisuses, Coronillas, 
Acacias, and other hardwooded plants should 
now be made. A semi-shady position ij best 
for them, and there should be depth enough of 
ashes so that the pots may be plunged to the 
rims. A piece of light tiffany may be stretched 
over the heads of the plants during the hottest 
part of the day until the foliage gets 
thoroughly hardened. Syringing w r ith clear 
weak 60 ot-water will be beneficial for some 
time to come. As soon as Camellias have com¬ 
pleted their growth they also will be the better 
for being outdoors for the next three months. 
The pots should stand on bricks or boards to 
prevent worms gaining ingress, and be stood 
where sunlight will be intercepted or filtered 
by the overhanging branches of trees. If pos¬ 
sible a standpipe or tank should be near at 


hand, so that they may be quickly watered 
and given an occasional washing in hot 
weather. 

Schizantliuses.—These, as they are now 
nearing the flowering period, should be 
afforded ample space, so that the symmetry of 
the plants shall not be spoilt and growths be¬ 
come drawn. Weak liquid-manure and an oc¬ 
casional dose of Clay’s fertiliser will afford all 
the food they require. Watering will need 
close attention as the pots are now crammed 
full of roots. Lightly shade during the day, 
increasing this as the flowers open. 

Cyclamens.—Young plants may now be 
moved to a house where, although they will 
experience a cooler temperature, the latter 
will not fall below 55 dege. at night. During 
the day the temperature may range from 
60 dege. to 65 dege., according to the weather, 
allowing a further rise of 10 dege. with sun- 
heat. Ventilate at the top in the early part 
of the day, and at the front afterwards, but 
cold or cutting draughts must be avoided. It 
is a good thing in the growing of Cyclamens 
if the house is provided with wooden ventila¬ 
tors or shutters near to the ground in addi¬ 
tion to the ordinary or glazed ventilators, as 
the former can then be made use of when it is 
risky to open the latter. Stand the plants 
wide enough apart so that they are just clear 
of one another on a layer of finely-sifted allies, 
which should always be kept moist. In hot 
w T eather gently dew the foliage over twice 
daily, and keep a keen look out for thrips. 
If the house is occasionally vaporised and the 
surroundings kept moist these insects seldom 
give trouble. As soon as the pots are well 
filled with roots give them the fiual shift, put¬ 
ting the largest examples into 7-inch and the 
smaller plants into 6-ineh pots. If not new, 
they should be scrubbed clean, and wash the 
crocks also. Mix the eompost and let it lie 
for a few days before using it. This ohould 
consist of one half turfy loam, one quarter 
peat, one quarter leaf-mould not in too de¬ 
cayed a condition, a little lime rubble about 
the size of small Peas, rejecting the dust, and 
a liberal quantity of coarse silver sand. If 
the loam is not of good quality a small addi¬ 
tion of Clay’s fertiliser may be intimately 
mixed with the whole. Pot moderately firm, 
and keep the corms well above the coil. 

Hydrangeas. — Plants now showing for 
bloom must be kept well supplied with stimu¬ 
lants if fine heads are looked for. Liquid alid 
artificial manure may be given in alternate 
weeks. 

Primulas and Cinerarias. The young ceed- 
lingo resulting from the early eewings should 
be pricked ofl either into pans or boxes, and as 
soon as they have made four or five leaves pot 
them up, using 60’s for the purpose. They 
should then be placed in a frame or pit facing 
north and afforded more air ao growth pro¬ 
gresses. 

Libonias. L. floribunda and L. penrhesi- 
ensis are both useful for autumn decoration, 
the former being the better of the tw’o. The 
rooted cuttings should now be potted off and 
returned to heat to get them established. A 
little peat may with advantage be mixed with 
the compost. 

Amaryllises.—If a pit or a frame is at 
liberty the plants may be moved from where 
they have been flowering and plunged to the 
rim in partly-decayed leaves. These will pre¬ 
vent the soil drying out too quickly and avert 
a too frequent application of water, especi¬ 
ally when the ripening period of the foliage 
sets in. 

New Zealand Spinach.—This, though not a 
true Spinach, is an excellent substitute, and 
moreover, possesses the merit of not running 
to seed. The plants must be afforded a rich 
soil and an abundance of space, as, with good 
cultivation, one plant will cover a fairoized 
area of ground. Disturb the roots as little as 
possible when turning the plants out of the 
pots, make the soil firm round them, and water 
them home. We have before now. when a suit¬ 
able site has not at the time been available, 
set them out on old hotbeds, which the plants 
quickly covered and afforded innumerable 
gatherings of leaves throughout the season 
and until destroyed by frost . 

Perpetual Spinach.—This has again asserted 
its claim to be regarded as a valuable winter 
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vegetable. Many will also find it of the Utmost 
service if the summer should prove hot and 
dry, in the event of their having failed to sow 
the New Zealand variety. Summer or round 
Spinach quickly runs to seed and the hotter 
the weather the shorter the period it is avail¬ 
able. The perpetual variety is. on account, of 
its enduring so long before running to seed, 
valuable, and if the quality is not. ho good, it. 
can be relied on to produce great quantities of 
leaves. Sow again for succession. 

Early Peaches.—As the fruits approach the 
ripening stage the treatment as regards airing, 
syringing, and the maintaining of a moist 
atmosphere must bo modified somewhat. A 
lees amount of water must, therefore, bo need 
for syringing when the fruits begin to colour, 
and it must bo discontinued when they begin 
to soften and indicate by the aroma given oil 
that they are approaching maturity. Damp¬ 
ing down may bo carried out on the same 
lines, and if the border docs not. contain 
moisture enough to l:\st till I ho fruit has been 
gathered rectify matters at one© by giv.ing it 
a good soaking of water in a tepid state. 
Look tho fruits over daily as they ripen, and 
place them in the fruit-room, padding before¬ 
hand with cotton-wool that portion of I he shelv¬ 
ing where they will be placed. If any of the 
fruits are to bo sent through the post or by 
rail it is necessary to ensure their arrival in 
good condition that they be gathered before 
being perfectly ripe. Care in the gathering is 
essential in any oaae, as nothing is more detri¬ 
mental to the appearance of the fruits than 
bruise© or indentations inflicted by pressure of 
tho thumbs or finger©. In the second-house the 
fruits will have finished wtoning and be ready 
for reduction to the final number to form the 
crop. Peaches may stand 1 foot apart each 
way all over the trees, and Nectarines a trifle 
closer. Where poesible, select fruits situated 
on the upper side of the branches, a*3 these are 
always well coloured ami develop high flavour. 
Where the selection of fruits situated on the 
under side of the branches is unavoidable, ex¬ 
pos© them to full light, os much as possible, 
either by tying the foliage oil one ©id© or by 
elevating them on pieces of lath. Give the 
border a final dressing of artificial manure and 
well wash it in afterwards. For some little 
time, with the exception of stopping all 
growths extending beyond the limits of the 
trelli-3. cutting or pinching back lateral 
growths, and keeping the young wood tied 
down to the trellis, the culture, such as syring¬ 
ing the foliage abundantly twice daily, damp¬ 
ing down, and ventilating daily in accordance 
with climatic conditions, will be of quite a 
routine nature. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Grapes on Vines started at the end of De¬ 
cern ber are now oolouring, and require a drier 
atmosphere. Gradually decrease the moisture, 
with a freer circulation of warm air, leaving 
tho top ventilators open a little at night. 
Sudden change© of temperature must be 
guarded against as these cause moisture to 
condense on the berries, which iu detrimental 
to the bloom. The laterals will now be allowed 
freer extension until the Grapes are cut. The 
border having been well watered and mulched, 
these Vines will not require any water until 
tho Grapes are cut. In the case of succession 
vineries damp them down as often as the dry- 
neoa of the atmosphere demands. On dull days 
once will be sufficient, while on bright days 
it may be done four times. Ventilate freely 
on all favourable occasions, ©o as to keep the 
leaves firm and healthy, beginning early in 
the morning to prevent scalding of the foliage, 
and increasing it as the temperature rises. As 
it declines in the afternoon reduce, and close 
when it does not exceed 85 degs.: blit little 
fire heat will bo required, except at night and 
on dull days. 

Hardy fruit.—At the time of writing the 
blossom on most fruit-trees is very plentiful, 
and many trees have already set their fruit. 
The disbudding of the ©hoot© and thinning of 
the fruits of all trees will now need frequent 
attention. A well-balanced and fertile tree 
may often bo secured by the timely removal 
of badly-placed ©hoots and the pinching in of 
other©. If the work U» properly done, this? will 
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render It unnecessary to use tho knife severely 
in the winter season. Peach and Morello 
Cherry-trees, owing to the multitude of young 
growths, require prompt and frequent atten¬ 
tion during growth, the treatment being iden¬ 
tical in each case. After a sufficient number 
of the current year’s ©hoot© have been laid in 
for producing fruit next year all enrplu© 
shoot©, together with fore-right growths, mind 
be kept pinched (and in some canes rubbed off) 
to within one joint of their origin. Very 
strong growths should be cut back to the 
lowest lateral or removed in order to direct 
the flow of sap into the weaker ones. Apricot, 
Pear, and Plum trees also require tho same 
treatment as regards the training in of young 
growths at regular intervals over the available 
wall space, and the pinching of the some in 
the manner and for the purpose described 
above. A keen look out for insects of all de¬ 
scriptions which attack fruit-tree© must now 
be kept, applying suitable remedies as soon a« 
an at tack is detected. In the ca 40 of aphis, if 
once the leaves and shoots are allowed to 
become curled, it is a very difficult matter to 
kill the insect©, and the young growths are 
liable to become crippled for the season. 
Where the cod 1 in-moth is prevalent means 
should be taken to destroy it at ibis season, 
the best time For applying an insect icide being 
immediately after the petals have fallen and 
the fruits are set. Strawson'© arsenate of lead* 
paste, mixed according to direction© supplied 
with same, and distributed by mean© of a 
©prayer, is a very effectual dressing. As this 
is poisonous, great care is necessary in its use. 

Asparagus beds are now in full bearing, 
and all ©hoot© may bo cut for a time, but, 
generally speaking, not after June 21st. as if 
the head© are removed much later than this, 
next, year'© crop may be seriously weakened. 
I always discontinue cutting an soon as the 
first dish of Peas grown in the open is obtain¬ 
able. Afterwards tlie beds are hand-weeded a© 
often as necessary, and n dressing of an ap¬ 
proved fertiliser applied during showery 
weather. 

Early Peas may be forwarded considerably 
by pinching out the point© of the growth© as 
eoon as a fair quantity of pod© ha© set. Give 
plenty of water at the root and damp over¬ 
head on fine afternoons. 

Onions sown in tho open ground this spring 
will now require thinning. The thinning out 
should be done gradually, and before the 
plant© are large enough to be seriously checked 
by the root disturbance. Those to form large 
bulb© should be eventually thinned to a dis¬ 
tance of about 7 inches apart, but the best and 
longest-keeping bulbs are obtained by leaving 
them more thickly on the ground or fro*u 
3 inches to 4 inches apart. A few row's may 
be left unthinned to supply small bulbs for 
pickling. Weeds may be destroyed with the 
hoe, but only the surface of the groun 1 should 
he disturbed, as a firm root-run h necessary to 
induce the formation of ©olid, small-necked, 
and early-maturing bulbs. In many instances 
it is advisable to tread the ground as much 
os possible without actually crushing (the 
plants. A little eoo-t dusted over the bed© in 
showery weather will greatly assist tho plants, 
but soot should never be applied in dry weather 
unless a copious watering is given afterwards. 
Transplanted Onion© intended for producing 
extra large bulbs have needed damping each 
evening and copious watering at the roots oc¬ 
casionally. When the .plants are growing 
freely the row© will l>e mulched with horse- 
droppings, such as are used for Mushroom 
culture. Any 

Leeks should be lifted without delay and the 
stems buried to a good depth U> preserve them. 
Prepare the ground f«»r the coming maincrop, 
nnd if large Leek© are required make trenches 
similar to those intended for Celery, with the 
exception that more ami richer manure should 
be dug into the bottoms of tho trenches. For 
ordinary purposes a plot of land that ha© 
been deeply dug and well manured will answer 
well. The drills should be drawn out rather 
deeply at 15 inches apart, putting the plant© 
9 inches apart in the rows. Frequent sowing© 
of 

Spinach should bo made, choosing the 
Broad-leaved long-standing varieties, which are 
a great improvement on the older kinds. Sow 


at this season In the coolest part of lho 
garden on well-manured and deeply-worked 
©oil. There is often a difficulty in maintaining 
an unbroken supply of true Spinach during 
the summer months, but, the New Zealand 
Spinach is a good substitute, and is preferred 
by some as it lacks the peculiar bitterness of 
the former. A ©mall ©owing of this may now 
be made on a ©oulli border, a© mentioned in 
former notes. Tho main crop of 
Parsley will now l>© ©own in row© 15 inches 
apart. Another sowing will be made about a 
month later in a sheltered position, where it 
will be possible to protect it by the use of 
frames during severe weather in winter. A© 
soon a© these latter plant© are la-rge enough 
they will be cut down close to the ground 
level. They then make short, sturdy growth© 
before the commencement of winter. 

F. W. Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Chrysanthemums. It, may appear rather 
early for the final pot-ting of.rhrywanthemnm©. 
but when plant© are ready for moving on 1 
think it i© bettor to get them out of hand a© 
time permit©. Therefore, in the course of the 
week a good start ha© been made with this 
work. Houghly-chopped loam, with a little 
soot and leaf-mould, and a sprinkling of coarse 
©and i© employed at this time, and very firm 
potting id practised. The pot©—of size© com¬ 
mensurate w'ith the vigour of the plant when 
full-grown are filled little more than half full, 
this allowing top-dm-©ing to he done at a later 
date. When the compost is in a suitable ©>ta!e 
of moistnes© no watering i© necessary for a 
few day©. A light sprinkle over with the 
syringe is, however, of advantage in the early 
afternoon. This work will now be persevered 
with until it i© completed. 

Border Chrysanthemums. At a slightly 
later date than usual the planting of hardy 
Chrysanthemum© ha© been completed. Owing 
to the increased area under vegetables, the 
number of these useful flow ere ha© been 
much curtailed during the present season, but 
sufficient ha© been planted to afford not only 
a good display, but which will also provide 
plenty of material for cutting, while the ©tcck 
will be kept up for, it ii hoped, an increased 
quantity in the course of another season. 

Nerines.- These, now quite ripened off. will 
for a short time still l»e allowed to remain 
under gla&3. When tho night© become warmer 
the pot© will be ertood at the foot of a south 
wall, where the lmlba will be thoroughly 
baked. This is the best way to ensure freedom 
of flowering in the ca»*e of Nerines. A note 
some time ago in Gardening Illustrated ha© 
led to a small quantity of N. Bowdeni and N 
Fothergilli being planted out experimentally 
8houhl this be a success, more extensive plant¬ 
ing out will be done. Certainly, it would seem 
that where (a© is tho case here) Crinum© and 
Belladonna Lilies succeed in warm borders, 
there ought to be n. possibility, at least, of 
success with Nerinew. 

Valotta purpurea.—Among autumn flowering 
bulbs few are showier or so easily managed n© 
the Soarboro* Lily. A© the plant© have now 
made considerable growth they have been re¬ 
moved from their quarters in a cool-house to 
a cold-frame. For a little time the eashee will 
be kept on, with, of course, plenty of ventila¬ 
tion, but a© tho season advance© tho sashes will 
be removed and the plants exposed. They will 
be returned to the temperature of the green¬ 
house early in 8epteml>er, at which time they 
are or considerable value. V. purpurea, like 
many other bulbous pot plant©, object© 
strongly to frequent disturbance in the way of 
repotting, and when quite pot-bound a regular 
and free crop of spikes may l>e expected year 
by year. 

Arum Lilies.—Without entering into tlie 
vexed and debatable question of drying off 
versus planting out Arum Lilies, the pot© in 
which a good botch—now going over—was 
grown being required for other purpose©, tba 
plant© were during the week planted out. 
Naturally, rather a poor piece of soil is 
©elected for this purpose. and one which has a 
full exposure to the sun. Grown in this way. 
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the plants do quite satisfactorily, and I have 
never noticed the “laziness'' of plant* eo 
treaietl ■which is referred to by critic* of the 
method. Arum Lilies were during the present 
spring noticeably good and free, attributable 
no doubt to regular doses of liquid-manure ia 
a diluted form and occasional supplies of weak 
•soot-water. 

Watering.—Even when the ordinary number 
of summer-bedding plants i« greatly reduced, 
watering is no small item in the day's work. 
Much, of course, depends on whether the 
*eaiher is very sunny or the reverse, but daily 
inspection is neceoaary if the plants are to 
thrive. It may now' be needful to look over 
pot plants in green houses twice* a day, and if 
this be done it is all to their advantage. 

Onion beds.— Sown-out Onions have germi¬ 
nated very’ well, and, as it was possible to do 
so, the bed was freely dressed with eoot, and 
the hoe was run between the lines. The seed¬ 
ling weeds soon disappear under a hot eun, 
and after a shower euch weeds as remain 
among the seedlings will be hand-picked. 
Thinning will bo done as soon as possible. 
Sometimes. 1 fancy, this is carried to extremes. 
If the seedlings be left at a distance of 
4 inches apart, the bulbs, it will be found, will 
be of quite a useful size. Recently-planted 
Onions from sowings made in heat have picked 
up well, and meantime entail no further work. 
Autumn-sown varieties are making robust 
growth; indeed, were it necessary to do so, 
alternate plants might already be drawn, the 
plants having been put out rather more 
thickly than usual. A light dressing of a com¬ 
pound fertiliser wac dusted among them, and 
the lines were afterwards hoed. Very little 
feeding will be allowed in the case of these 
Onions during 1 the present season. 

Cauliflowers.—Good plantings of Cauli¬ 
flowers were made under favourable condi¬ 
tions. The varieties put out included Wal-~ 
cheren, Eclijx^e, and a limited quantity of 
Autumn Giant. These Cauliflowers are avail¬ 
able in the order named. A succession will be 
kept up by plantings from the seed-bed in the 
' pen. Drills 4 inches deep are drawn with the 
edge of the hoe, and into these drills the plants 
are put. They are sheltered to a considerable 
extent from cold winds, and as growth pro¬ 
gresses the soil is filled in eo that the base of 
the plant rests upon the level. This does away 
with the sometimes unnecessary work of 
moulding up the stems. Cauliflowers are so 
much in request that a little extra work need 
not be grudged to make them a success. 

Brussels Sprouts.—Under similar condi¬ 
tions a few' line* of Brussels Sprouts were 
planted. These come in during early winter, 
but as there is always a risk of such plants 
going to 6eed prematurely, more reliance is 
placet! upon those from open-air sowings. 

Red Cabbages. There is not much demand 
for Red Cabbages, and a strictly limited 
number was planted. The variety is certainly 
very hardy, and came out well after a winter 
which was too severe for many other kinds of 
Brassicas. 

General kitchen.garden work, meantime, 
claims precedence, and is being’pushed on as 
rapidly as possible. More Peas were sown dur¬ 
ing the week, and these which required atten¬ 
tion were seen to in tlio matter of supports. 
Aa has previously been said, the correct sort 
of Peo-etake*=i is difficult to obtain in this <li«- 
trict—albeit a well-wooded one and the need¬ 
ful support is given by w’ire-net.tiug of a good 
guage and a wide modi. Such wire-netting is 
rather expensive, but if looked after, its life 
is considerable -some rolls now being used for 
the seventeent h mioce^sive fmwn and not very 
noticeably the worse for wear. More Carrots 
of the intermediate type were sown, and as 
*oon as Stocks, Aetera, etc., from cold-frames 
go out, frame culture will be commenced. 
Early Horn and Nantes are used for this pur¬ 
pose. Further ©owing* of Turnips and Swedes 
were made. The latter do very well in the 
garden, although not perhaps eo large as those 
KTown in the field. Salsify was sown in rich, 
but not recently manured, soil, and eucces- 
eional rows of Broad Beaus and French Beans 
finished the flowings of the current week. 

W. McGi'Ffog. 
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The Drill Hull was filled to overflowing 
on the occasion of the fortnightly meeting 
held on the above date. Darwin and 
other Tulips were a show in themselves, 
and from many sources, though best of 
all from Edinburgh and Reading. In ad¬ 
dition to these, considerable interest 
centred on the flowering shrubs, Roses, 
alpine and hardy plants generally, and 
Auriculas, which were particularly good. 
Orchids, too, were in larger numbers than 
usual. Not least among instructive ex¬ 
hibits were the superb new Potatoes from 
Messrs. Sutton, splendid examples, which 
cauglit the eye of everyone. Curiously, in 
an exhibition of such magnitude new 
plants were scarce, only three—an Orchid, 
a flowering shrub, and a Tulip—receiving 
recognition. 

TULIPS. 

Despite the season—the shortness of the 
growing period this year had in some in¬ 
stances affected the size of the flowers— 
these wore generally of high merit, the 
great array of them flooding the dingy 
Drill Hall with flower beauty and bright¬ 
ness. Those from Messrs. Dobbie and Co. 
—a magnificent collection imposingly dis¬ 
played—were as line as could be desired, 
well meriting the Gold Medal awarded. 
Notable examples in a great gathering 
were Eclipse (Dutch breeder sort) (glow¬ 
ing crimson-scarlet), Inglescombe Yellow, 
Npra Wa re (lovely heliotrope shade), 
Louis XIV. (bronze). La Tulipe Noire 
(glossy maroon, almost black), and Re¬ 
membrance (the best probably of the 
heliotrope class). Mrs. Moon and Ellen 
Willmott, elegant and unequalled among 
yellow-flowered Cottage sorts, were also 
good. The collection from Messrs. Sutton 
and Sons was smaller, though flowers of 
liie highest quality were shown. Here, 
Clara Butt (an indispensable pink), Dow 
Pedro (deep bronze), Bacchus, Cardinal 
Manning, Rev. H. Ewbauk (heliotrope), 
Sunbeam (cream and rose, a really de¬ 
lightful combination), Moonlight (yellow), 
and the brilliant Farncombe Sanders were 
among the host. Another collection of 
high excellence was that from Messrs. 
Barr and Sons-, which also, embracing a 
delightful assortment of the old English 
florists’ Tulips, covered a wider Held of 
Interest. Here the violet and heliotrope 
shaded varieties were concentrated in a 
central group, such as Remembrance, 
Franz Hals, Valentine, Rev. II. Ewbanlf, 
Meiicette, and Dal Ongaro being noted 
among tbem. Goudvink (a lovely tiling 
in old gold and bronze) and Golden Bronze 
stood out from the rest, of which there 
was a rich collection. Amlronmque (ruby- 
red) was very fine. Messrs. It. W. Wal¬ 
lace and Co., and Messrs. It. II. Bath, 
jLlmited, also staged big collections. 

' HARDY PLANTS AND ALPINES. 

Of these, not a few of the choicest were 
noted in a group from Messrs. It. Tucker 
and Sons. Notable instances were Phlox 
Douglasl (blue), the rich, clear blue of 
Aquilegin glamlulosa, and 1 lie canary- 
yellow of Anemone sulphured. Viola 
pedala, V. heterophylla, and V. Bertolini 
(the last of Anemone Kobinsoniana shade) 
were of irresistible charm, while I’in- 
guicula Reuteri (creamy white, faint pink 
markings) was not least among them all. 
Mr. H. J. Elwes had a few blooms of 
single-flowered Pieonies, one of soft yellow 
shade among them, with Cushion and 
other Irises—choice things, doubtless, all, 
but without names are not of teaching 
value. A wealth of the brilliant blue 
(lowers of tile common Geutiauclln come 


from Mr. George Kerswcll, who, from the 
Exeter district, shows this uncommonly 
well. The more notable things In a big 
group from Mr. G. W. Miller were the 
Globe-flowers—of which a large collection 
was on view—and Habranthus pratensis, 
the rich scarlet-flowered Amaryllis, which 
has proved quite hardy. In that from 
Messrs. William Cutbush and Sons, and 
associated with flowering shrubs, two 
rarely-seen things—Schizocodon soldanel- 
loides, with pink, tubular, much-fringed 
blossoms, and Erinacea pungens, a little 
bush full of sky-blue. Pea-shaped flowers— 
were charming, though more showy per¬ 
haps the rich red of Incarvillea grandi- 
flora. Then, the Auriculas from Mr. J. 
Douglas proved an irresistible source of 
attraction. George Lightbody, after 
nearly sixty yours, is still one of tbe best 
shoAv varieties, while Beauty (green edge) 
was also noted. Mrs. .1. Douglas is re¬ 
garded as the best blue alpine. Kaffir, 
Argus, Dean Hole, Mrs. Henwood, and 
Roxborough xvere others that stood out 
well in a delightful lot. Androsace 
Chumbyi (rose), Campanula Allioni (big 
violet bells), and Llnaria Cymbalnria 
rosea were seen in a group from Mr. 
Clarence Elliott, Daphne Cneorum alba 
and Oxalis adenophylla (the last full of 
buds, but requiring sun to open) being also 
remarked. Choice Anemones in a group 
from Mr. G. Reuthe included A. alpina, 
A. sulphuroa, A. rupicobi, and A. globosa. 
Haberleas in variety were very pretty, 
though perhaps the finest plant of ail, 
which was freely shown, was Oxalis ennea- 
phylla grandiflora. Myosotis rupicola and 
the new Lithospennum oleoides (with 
bluish flowers) were others of note. 
Mossy Saxifrages in variety, Androsace 
villose. Daphne Cneorum, and Haberlea 
virginalis (pure white) were shown by- 
Messrs. Baker, Wolverhampton, among 
many things. Gentlana acaulis alba 
(rare, but poor against the fine blue kind) 
was included. 

FLOWERING SHRUBS. 

These were of unusual beauty and in 
much variety. The newer things came 
from Messrs. Paul and Son, who gained 
an Award for the lovely Exochorda Alberti 
macrantha (a delightful plant, having 
3 feet long sprays of pure white flowers). 
The new- white Pyrus Malus Sargenti was 
also shown, together with Amelnnchiers 
and others. Mr. Charles Turner contri¬ 
buted freely of Lilacs (single and double, 
not a few being very line). Reaumur 
(Award of Merit, 191(1), Congo, Negro, and 
Souvenir de L. Spath are very dark- 
coloured sorts, Charles Sargent (pale- 
coloured double), Mine. Lemoine, Mine. F. 
Stepman, and Miss Willmott. the best of 
the whites, the two last-named being 
double-flowered. Magnolias aud the pure- 
white Pyrus Sargenti were shown. In an 
interesting gathering from Messrs. ,T. 
Ohoal and Sons, the lovely Prunus serru- 
lafa .T. II. Veitch was well shown, together 
with Pyrus Malus speetabilis Riversi, P. 
M. Scheideckeri, P. M. sanguinea (a beau¬ 
tiful dark-rosy form), Exochorda alba, 
Magnolia Soulangrnna rubra, and the 
snowy Spinea arguta multiflora. Messrs. 
Piper showed Rosa llugouis, beautiful 
examples of Wistaria sinensis alba, 
Cytisus Dallimorci, Genista Andreanu 
prostrata, Lonieera scmpervlrens, with 
Clematises and other plants. 

ROSES. 

These, if less well represented than at 
the last meeting, were well shown by lead¬ 
ing Anns, Mr.'Elisha .L Hicks having an 
excellent, lot, in which Climbing Hillingdon 
(rich yellow) was n striking feature. 
Mauum Turbat (pink - flowered cluster) 
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was charming, ns were also Climbing 
Orleans, Ellen Poullsen (rosy and bright) 
and the rich crimson Princess Mary. In 
show boxes a large variety was on view. 
In the group from Messrs. Frank Cant and 
Co. ninny standards of Cluster and other 
Hoses of well-known sorts were seen. In 
addition, stands of Richmond and Mrs. 
Foley Hobbs were in the foreground. In 
that from Messrs. Wm. Paul and Sons, the 
cream-coloured Souvenir de Gustave Prat, 
Yellow Bauksinn, Portia, and Paul’s 
Scarlet Climber were the chief, while from 
Messrs. B. R. Cant and Sons, Silver Moon, 
Blush Rambler, Goldfinch, Snow Queen, 
Anna Olivier, and Lady Roberts were 
among the more prominent sorts. 

GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 

Messrs. Carter and Co. contributed a 
very tine strain of Streptocarpi, in which 
pure white, pink, blue, violet, purple, and 
red coloured flowers of large size ap¬ 
peared. New Sweet Pens from Mr. 
Robert Bolton included Orange King 
(very fine colour). Victory (rose and 
blue) and Valentine (pink). Obviously 
distinct and good sorts, they were 
far too densely arranged to show their 
true worth. Carnations were shown 
by Messrs. All wood Brother's and Stuart 
Low and Co., the last-named firm’s group 
including the new Perpetual-flowering 
Malum ison Mophisto (rose and white 
fancy), which is of exceptional size. 
From this latter source came a consider¬ 
able variety of greenhouse shrubby plants, 
Grevillea, Epacrls, Eriostemon, Erica ven- 
tricosa vars. E. King Edward VII., and 
the lovely Leptos-fiermum Nicholi (covered 
with sprays of ruby-crimson flowers). 
Hlppenstrums, standard Fuchsias, Ver¬ 
benas, anil a choice assortment of Ferns, 
which included the New Zealand Oak 
Fern (Polypodium Vidgeni), were contri¬ 
buted. by Messrs. H. B. May and Sons, 
who also had a choice lot of hardy Ferns. 

ORCHIDS. 

Sir Jeremiah Column, Bart., Gatton 
Park, Iteigate (gardener, Mr. W. Collier), 
contributed some very fine Odontiodas, not 
the least beautiful being O. St. Quentin 
(golden-yellow with red markings). O. 
Ada and O. Bradshaw® (both rich- 
coloured and dark) were also noted. 
Choice things, too, came from Messrs. 
Armstrong and Brown, whose new Odon- 
tioda General Haig gained an Award of 
Merit. It is one of the O. Coronation set, 
with rose and white flowers margined 
with violet. Cmlogyne pnndurata (flowers 
green and black), Miltonia vexillaria 
G. I). Owen, and Brasso - Cattleya 
lligby and Mossiie splcndens were others 
of note. There were many choice Odou- 
toglossums flowering for the first time. 
In an interesting lot from Messrs. J. 
Cypher and Sons, Brasso-Oattleva Marome 
was one of the finer things, Ltelio- 
Cattleya Fascinator being also remark¬ 
able. A specimen of Epidendrum xnnthi- 
num x E. Boundi carried several terminal 
clusters of orange flowers, the variety 
notable for having been in flower for eight 
consecutive months and still in present¬ 
able condition. Messrs. Charlesworth anil 
Co. had a bank rich in Odonfoglos.sums 
and Odontiodas, together with Cattleyas 
and Miltonins, which the exigencies of 
space preclude giving in greater detail. 
Other Orchid groups were contributed by 
Messrs. Sander und Sons and Messrs. J 
and A. McBean. 

FRFIT AND VEGETABLES. 

An exhibit of new early Potatoes from 
Messrs. Sutton and Sons was admired by 
nil, and doubtless was the most instruc¬ 
tive exhibit in Ji^e show. J'lanted on 
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February 5th, and grown in a cold-house 
throughout, produce in the highest state 
of perfection had resulted, large in size, 
and clean throughout. All were first-early 
varieties, seven varieties (roughly a peck 
of each) being staged. The varieties were 
Dunottar Castle (oval), Gladiator, Ring¬ 
leader, May Queen (splendid sample),' 
Cnrisbrook Castle, Sutton’s Asblenf (all 
Kidney varieties), and Harbinger (flat 
round). A rather extensive collection of 
vegetables was sent from Polesden Lacy, 
Dorking, by the Hon. Mrs. R. Grevllie 
(gardener, Mr. II. Prince), French Beans, 
Potatoes, Tomatoes, Carrots, and A si >a va¬ 
gus being included. 

A complete list of (he certificated plants 
and medals for groups will be found in 
our advertisement pages. 


BEES. 

SOME BEE FLOWERS. 

During May and June there are many, 
blossoms which stand out pre-eminently as 
good flowers from which bees get an 
abundance of nectar for honey-making. 
Among these are Apple, Raspberry, Holly, 
Hawthorn, Ragwort, White Clover, 
Borage, Charlock, Mustard, Sainfoin, 
Vetch, and Limnauthcs Douglasi. The 
Ragwort is in bloom witli White Clover, 
which is unfortunate, because the honey 
from it is unpleasant both in taste and 
aroma, whereas White Clover is exactly 
tile reverse in both resjiects. For the 
honey connoisseur, therefore, the Ragwort 
often spoils the White Clover honey, 
though the ordinary iierson would fail to 
notice the taint. There is, of course, no 
remedy. Sainfoin and White Clover en¬ 
able the bee to produce a light-coloured 
honey of rare und pleasingly delicious 
quality and scent in astonishing quanti¬ 
ties. The former grows in its wild state 
in chalky limestone districts, but is now 
largely cultivated as a forage-plant by 
farmers elsewhere.. The botanical name 
of Sainfoin, Onobrychis, has a grotesquely 
amusing derivation. It is from two Greek 
words, meaning “ the ass ” (onos), and “ to 
bray ” (brychasthai), the idea being that 
this animal testifies his impatience to par¬ 
take of so agreeable a provender as this 
sweet herb when opportunity offers for the 
gratification of his desire. With regard 
to Hawthorn, it is not generally known 
that the nectar from this blossom is very 
plentiful, and the resulting honey jiartl- 
cularly luscious in taste and aroma. My 
own apiary is in a forest country where 
llnwlhorn-trees grow in wild profusion. 

I have, therefore, gratifying reason for 
knowing this from happy exiierience. 
Limnanthes Douglasi flowers in May and 
June—late this year in the Midlands. It 
Will grow almost anywhere. Is most 
copious in flowers, and furnishes a rich 
harvest for the bees. If any plants could 
claim cultivation exclusively for bees, they 
would be this one and Borage. This latter 
blooms continuously from June until 
November, or the first frosts, and besides 
producing a honey of tine quality, is visited 
by bees even in moist weather. I give this 
on the authority of Langstroth. I have 
noticed this with the Ilasplierry and some 
Pears, too. 

June is an important month for bee¬ 
keepers. who must watch their bees closely 
and he quick to detect tile need of fresh 
crates. A strong stock in a good season— 
as 1910 was—will fill a crate (20 to 
25 lb.) in eight or ten days. If the bee- 
master be unobservant, he may Ibid Ills 
bees swarming through lack of space, thus 
losing the rich harvest he would have en¬ 
joyed had he supplied further empty 


supers at the right time. Put the new 
super next above the excluder, and under 
ihe crate already on, of course. 

_B. lL II. 

Bees.—Erratum—In our issue of May 
20th. 1917, page 290, column 3, lines 1 and 
2 should read : “ ... by cutting out 

all queen cells but one. Choose a strong- 
looking one. etc.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

The Madonna Lily failing (J. 13. Ward).— 
Various remedies have been tried, but up to 
the present none of them seem to have given 
general satisfaction. Spraying the plants with 
a solution of 2 oz. of sulphide of potassium 
dissolved in 3 gallons of water has been re¬ 
commended, at the same time removing any 
decaying foliage and burning it. Lifting the 
bulbs aud shaking them up in a bag of sulphur 
have in some eases proved efficacious. 

VEGETABLES. 

Tomato leaves curling (H .).—We do not 
think 'there is anything the matter with >mur 
Tomato-plants because the leaves curl some¬ 
what, as that is a common feature with many 
varieties. So long as the leaves remain clean, 
stout, leathery, and of good colour there is 
nothing to fear. Give very little top air at 
night, however, whilst, the nights are so cold, 
and especially be careful not to expose the 
plants to a cold draught, as that is harmful. 

Treatment of Seakale (Scalicile). —Yes; all 
of the heads should be cut off level with the 
ground, leaving none whatever. If any were 
left they would only flower and produce seed, 
and be of no praotical use for future require¬ 
ments in the shape of affording Kale for cook¬ 
ing. The pots may be removed directly the 
produce under each has been cut. When cut¬ 
ting the stems down to ground-level place a 
handful of fine sifted ashes over the cut sur¬ 
faces afterwards to prevent slugs from eating 
the young growths when they appear. The 
number of growths to leave on each stem de¬ 
pends on the age of the latter. If they were 
planted last year one only will suffice; if two 
years and upwards, then from two to three 
may be retained, according to the size and 
vigour of the root-stem. In all cases select the 
strongest of the growths for retention, and 
thin out as soon as the be^t of the shoots can 
be determined. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Destroying wireworm (Chiswick ).—'The best 
cure for wireworm is gas-lime, but as this 
must be dug into the ground at least three 
months before you sow or plant any crops, the 
season would be too far advanced for them 
to be of any value. Rape-cake is a good 
trap. Bury small pieces just below the soil to 
attract wireworms. You might also bury 
small slices of Mangolds, Turnips, Potatoes, or 
Carrots below the surface, a small skewer 
being stuck into each piece to show where it 
is buried. These traps should be examined 
every morning. Any of the soil fumigants now 
on the market are also good remedies, digging 
these into the soil according to the instruc¬ 
tions given with each. 


SHORT REPLIES. 


E. P. S .—You are doing quite right, but. in 
addition, we would suggest giving the tree a 
good mulch of well-rotted manure. Though 
the leaves are browned, it is just possible that 

the plant may recover.- Woodleigh .—We see 

no reason why the screw-top bottles should not 

answer, the point being to exclude the air.- 

Barnet .—Sugar Beet, is of no use in preserving 
jam. See note on “ Sugar Beet for fruit pre¬ 
serving,” May 19th, page 268. The only way is 
to bottle the fruit if you are uuable to get 
sugar. 


NAMES OP PLANTS AND FRUITS. 


Name of plant, -ff. Burgess.— The 
Cherry (Prunue Padue). 
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NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

A lilac Chelranthus. —This (Cheirantlius 
Iinifolius), which I got from Mr. Clarence 
Elliott, is one of my prettiest flowers in 
May—a tine colour, dwarf habit, and quite 
hardy when so many things we believed in 
have perished. It is a plant to adorn any 
rock garden, though it does well in borders. 
Its native country is Spain.—\V. 

Valerians _I thought Valerians were 

proof against weather or poor soil, but I 
find many are killed and no seedlings have 
appeared. In the same border Tree Lupins 
and many other plants are untouched. The 
week ending May 19th has been all that 
the heart of a gardener could desire, 
gentle showers of rain and everything 
looking bright.— E. C. Bpxton, Coed JJerw, 

Btltm-ij-Cord. 

Paeony-flcwered Dahlias. —It is question¬ 
able whether these giant-flowered Dahlias 
will ever become really popular. Cer¬ 
tainly they are very showy, but their 
growth is gross, and the blooms, if strik¬ 
ing. are coarse. At one time I was rather 
taken with them, but their aggressive 
habit and the fact that the blooms are of 
little value for cutting led me to alter my 
opinion of their value.—\V. MnG. 

" Suckering ” Tea Rases —A week or two 
ago 1 told of the struggle to free Mine. 
Iloste Rose of the strangling Dog Brier, 
and now have spent a warm evening with 
others, the worst being Souvenir de Stella 
Grey, and wondering at the stereotyp'd 
ways of the propagator in giving us such a 
needless labour. Some of the plants were 
dead, others so feeble that they could not 
give the stout cutting to insert in Sep¬ 
tember. The culture of this llose must he 
given up by me if healthy growth and 
bloom cannot be secured.—W. 

Ths white Lilac. —The old white Lilac is 
flowering exceptionally well this season. 
In one place where two or three big bushes 
are backed by some dwarf Yews the effect 
is very pleasing. There are few flowers 
that show to better advantage in large 
dark vases- if lightly and naturally 
arranged, only they must be used sparingly 
if the room is small. The majority of the 
plants in the neighbourhoixl seem to he 
worked on the old purple. They seldom 
fail to flower freely, hut make very little 
annual growth, a fact possibly attributable 
to attacks of one of the forms of fungus to 
which the Lilac is subject and which often 
causes a premature dropping of the leaves. 
—E. B. S.. Hardwick. 

The Prophet-flower (Arnebia eehioides). 
—This plant is now so beautiful that I 
feel justified in emphasising its more ex¬ 
tended culture : although long introduced, 
I believe it is still comparatively rare. It 
is not fastidious, for if planted in full sun¬ 
shine it makes a very effective group, but 
it prefers paid la 1 shade, and is happier 
under these conditions, the growtli being 
taller and the flowers larger. It usually 
commences t<> flower about the middle of 
April (but was a few weeks later this 
yean, and goes on till midsummer. If the 
old flower-stems are cut off it will bloom 
again in the autumn. Directly It.has done 
flowering is the best time to prcqiagate this 
plant. It sometimes ripens seeds, but the 
crowns can be easiliv'spiit up withlpieces 
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of the roots attached, or even cuttings very 
soon make good plants if inserted and kept 
shaded and moist.—G. 

Golden Crass. —Mr. E. A. Bowles found 
this some years ago in the Botanical Gar¬ 
den at Birmingham and gave me a plant. 
The colour is really golden, and the flowers, 
on stems about 2 feet high, very graceful. 
It was quite indifferent to tlie hard winter 
and is really first-rate. I have not seen 
it offered for sale, but a well-known 
nurseryman told me he had a good stock.— 
E. G‘. Buxton, Coed Vcrw. Bettws-y-Coed. 

Alpine Anemones.— I was interested in 
reading, in tire issue of May 20th, page 2S0, 
Mr. Clarence Elliott’s letter on alpine 
Anemones. I sowed some seeds of the 
Sulphur Anemone three years ago. The 
plants come up each spring, and now, in 
their third year, are about 2£ inches high, 
witli their three-parted leaves and little 
furry stems. At their present rate of 
growtli I cannot expect to see them look¬ 
ing at nil like their parent or flowering 
for another ten years.— St. Mary’s Garden, 
Stoke Prior, Wore*. 

The “Stubwort” (Oxalis Acetoselln).—I 
had no idea 'this little native gave such a 
beautiful effect until the other day when 
marching along the road between Shering- 
lmm and Holt I saw 7 great masses of it 
clothing the steep banks. The flowers 
almost hid its fresli green leaves. I have 
often seen it in small patches in woods in 
Sussex, but never before as it is seen in 
the district referred to. The spot where I 
saw it so effective is where the road w 7 inds 
Ihroilgh hilly country with a small wood 
on one side and a large hedge on the other. 
If such an effect could lie obtained with 
lliis tiny plant in the alpine garden it is 
well worth including, for we grow many 
plants of less beauty.— E. Markham. 

Crafting. —In these gardens there are 
many very large specimens of Moutan 
Paxmies, which are. when in bloom, quite 
a feature. The plants, on tHoir own roots, 
are of great age and size. A gentleman 
in the neighbourhood, seeing them In 
bloom, procured from a continental 
nursery a dozen plants. These I saw 7 
shortly after their arrival. They were 
weeily-lookiiig, grafted stuff, and were for 
a season grown in (Kits in a cold-frame. 
In the month of May following they were 
planted out. This was three years ago. 
Not one of them survive to-day. Grafting 
is a fatal mistake when propagation can be 
effected, as in the case of Moutan Piconies, 
by layering.—\Y. McGuffoc., ltalmac, 
Kirkcudbright. 

Ribes Maximowiczi.—This is an interest¬ 
ing and attractive species of recent intro¬ 
duction. for, although specimens were col¬ 
lected during the latter part of last cen¬ 
tury, it was not until seeds were sent to 
Messrs. Veitcli liy Mr. E. H. Wilson, in 
1904. that it become available for the 
gardens of the British Isles. Under 
normal conditions it grows up to 9 feet 
high in China. Here it has already grown 
into a vigorous bush half that height. It 
belongs to the Currant section of the 
family, its leaves being somewhat like 
those of the Black Currant in appearance. 
Leaves, stalks, and young wood are, how¬ 
ever, sticky to the touch through being 
covered by soft, glandular hairs. The in¬ 
dividual flowers are small and dull purple, 


both calyx and corolla being coloured, but 
as they are produced many together in 
stiff, erect, cylindrical racemes, they have 
a striking appearance. Male and female 
flowers are borne on different plants, and, 
so far, the fresh fruits have not been 
noticed, but on dried specimens they are 
very conspicuous by reason of the glandu¬ 
lar hairs that thickly cover the berries. A 
hybrid between this and such a species as 
R. sanguineum ought, to make a good 
garden plant. H. Maximowiczi can be in¬ 
creased in the same way as the common 
Currants.—D. 

Wayside bloom. —This district is rich in 
wayside bloom of all kinds, and at the 
present time the show 7 is attractive. The 
Whins are in gorgeous flower—rather later 
than usual. The snowy blossoms of the 
Sloe, of which there is a great quantity 
in every coppice and hedgerow, arc also 
noticeable. Presently May blossom will 
succeed the Sloe, and the flowers of the 
Crab-tree will shortly open. In places on 
the margins of woods near to the roads 
Laburnums and Rowan trees have been 
freely planted, these adding greatly to the 
interest of the wayside. Fortunately, 
motor traffic is not excessive, and, as a 
result, the trees are not spoiled by dust, as 
is all too often the case.—W. McG., 
Halmae, Kirkcudbrigh t. 

Primula Forresli. —Questions have been 
raised with regard to the hardiness of 
Primula Forresti. Professor Bayley-Ital- 
four, in his paper at the Primula Confer¬ 
ence, says it is “ not quite hardy—in the 
north, at least—more resentful of damp 
than cold.” This has been borne out by 
experience since the Conference was held 
in 1913, although in certain positions and 
places in the north it has stood well, even 
without tlie gliiwi covering suggested in 
the paper referred to. In my garden it 
lias stood two winters without covering, 
hilt, has been in a dry, unusually well- 
drained position. In other parts it has 
succumbed, more to damp than cold. In 
the wall garden of Sir Herbert Maxwell at 
Monreith, Wigtownshire, 1*. Forresti also 
stands well, tlie retaining wall, combined 
with the mildness of the climate of Wig¬ 
townshire. apparently suiting this fine 
Chinese Primula.—S. Arnott. 

Narcissus poeticus ernatus fl.-pl _This 

novelty gained an Award of Merit when 
shown before tlie Royal Horticultural 
Society on May Nth and needs no recom¬ 
mendation beyond that conveyed in the 
above name. It is just a double-flowered 
ornatus, and, as such, destined—assuming 
the doubling to be constant and the variety 
of good constitution—to enjoy as wide a 
popularity as the single-flowered form has 
now for so many years. Ill the doubling 
all evidence of the brilliant pheasant-eye 
crown of the original lias been deleted, a 
rosette of petals of snowy purity alone re¬ 
maining, together with the fragrance typi¬ 
cal of the lari'. In double white Narcissi 
the newcomer is practically alone, the 
later-flowering double, the Gardenia- 
fiowered Narcissus (N. p. fl.-pl.), in no sense 
a serious competitor, the so-called “blind¬ 
ness ” to which it is addicted and the fact 
that it cannot lie forced limiting its general 
utility. Tiie variety ornatus submits to 
moderately early forcing with impunity, 
and as the new double Is T likely to be simi¬ 
larly endowed, it will prove of especial value 
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to market men and florists.. Judging from 
the small handful of flowers shown all wore 
identical in their rosette-like formation 
and unsullied purity, the only difference 
remarked being the texture of the petals, 
which appeared less substantial than in a 
well-grown p. ornatus. Remembering the 
season has this year been so unkind to all 
the Narcissi this valuable novelty may have 
suffered with the rest. I do not know its 
origin, but, from the habit being Identical 
with that of the single form, should 
imagine it to have originated as a sport.— 
E. H. Jenkins. 

Viola gracilis from seed.—I am posting 
you a box of flowers of Viola gracilis seed¬ 
lings. A trial bed of them is very bril¬ 
liant here just now ; not one has come 
true typical gracilis. Some of the lighter 
shades and those with rayed centres of 
peacock-blue are, I think, delightful, and 
the stems are good and long for picking. 
In the same box are a few blossoms of my 
Viola septemtrionalis. The plants should 
have been grown in rather richer, moister 
soil than these have had. The stems then 
come fjuite half as long again, and the 
flowers a good deal larger. This species 
is finite hardy. It stood out in an open 
position both at the nursery and in 
my private garden, without any protec¬ 
tion whatever, and last winter has left it 
untouched.— Clarence Elliott, Stevcnaye. 

Dianthus barbatus x neglectus.—I am 

much interested in Mr. Elliott’s descrip¬ 
tion of this hybrid. I made a similar 
cross in July, 1014, and the seedling 
bloomed within eleven months, with 
bright-rose, single flowers, with a very 
marked grey-blue eye. The buff reverse 
of the mother plant is lost. The flowers 
are absolute mules, and have these last 
two years refused to take any pollen what¬ 
ever. The flowering period, even here, is 
from June till autumn. Hitherto, the 
early flowers have been stamenless, but in 
August they develop stamens. The growth 
of tlie plant is prodigious, not much taller 
than D. neglectus, quite green. The side 
shoots root before division, unlike any 
alpine Pink I know of. In 11)15 I took 
twenty tufted plants off the seedling. I 
have not counted how many I have now. 
Rooted shoots may be snipped off at any¬ 
time of its growth. It has proved per¬ 
fectly hardy and sturdy, and only very 
few plants have damiied off.— L. I. Rogers, 
llollin Lane, Leeds. 

Meconopsis integrifolia_ A few days 

since I saw a tine colony of this in full 
bloom in the rock garden at Wisley. For 
so late a season the opening of so large a 
number of flowers in the earliest days of 
May was hardly to be exiieeted, yet their 
coming, and in such iierfection. proves that 
tlie plant is quite hardy. Tins reminds 
me of a remark made by Mr. E. It. Wilson 
a year or two after he sent home (lie seeds : 
“ All the flowering examples I have seen,” 
lie said, “ have been most dlsupiwinting, 
and I can only attribute it to coddling. No 
plant is more iierfectly hardy,” he con¬ 
tinued, "and any attempt to grow it in 
frames must end in failure.” A day or 
two later I was able to show Mr. Wilson 
a photograph of a magnificent group grown 
by Mr. Milner. Tetley Hall, Sheffield, a 
bleak and cold district bordering on the 
moors and 700 feet, above sea level. The 
picture proved tlie truth of bis words. 
The present time is ideal for planting, and 
young, vigorous seedlings should lie put 
out at once in a well prepared bed of loam 
and ricli vegetable mould.—E. H. Jenkins. 

Rosa Hugonis. — Gaining an Award of 
Merit on May SUi when shown before tlie 
Royal Horticultural Society should serve 
to bring into promtxeneo one of the most 
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charming of single-flowered Roses. The 
species is from Western Chinn, and is be¬ 
lieved to be the only yellow-flowered Rose 
introduced from that country. It has been 
some years in cultivation, and occasionally 
large specimens are seen in private gar¬ 
dens. One such that I recall last year 
reached fully D feet high and (! feet or more 
through. In the bush form noted the 
above-named specimen when in flower do¬ 
lled description, though it promises equally 
well—as witness the certificated examples 
—when grown either as a pillar plant or 
as a weeping standard. It Is, valuable, too. 
because of its early flowering. Mr. Elisha 
Hicks lias been exhibiting sprays of it for 
weeks past, hence we have proof that it 
forces well, while, apart from all, tlie 
pretty shade of yellow renders it quite 
unique. The elegant pinnate leaves in 
character are akin to those of R. Moyesi 
and R. Willmott®, constituting a pretty- 
foil to the charming flowers.—E. II. 
Jenkins. 

The Honey Balm (Melittls Mellsophyl- 
lum).—I was glad to see someone writing, 
in your paper of May 12th, about Melittis 
Melisophyllum. a plant so seldom spoken 
of or even known. I have only once found 
it wild in England, in a lane in »S. Devon, 
after flowering time, and it did not seem 
a very good specimen, but I have found it 
in abundance in Switzerland, and thought, 
it n beautiful and charming plant. It 
grew about IS inches high, strong and 
healthy, with pink and white flowers 
nearly ns liig as those of a' Snapdragon. 
It grew in Grass with shade overhead 
from thinly branched trees, so that the 
sun could come flickering through—the 
same kind of shade that Hepatieas like. 
I got a plant at Rex, in tlie Rhone Valley, 
six years ago, and after keeping it a 
month in a small tobacco-tin I planted it 
in my wild garden as soon as I got back 
to England. 1 was very much pleased 
when it came up the following year. I 
have it in Grass, and each year it gets 
stronger and flowers better. This spring 
it has about six stems. I have some seed¬ 
lings as well from It. It Is certainly a 
plant that should be more widely grown. 
— St. Mary’s Garden, Stoke Prior, 
Worcester. 

China Rose Countess de Cayla. — Having 
enjoyed this attractive Rose for some 
years, I had begun to think it one of the 
Roses that might be trusted on the Brier, 
but I find some of a large group in good 
soil infested with suckers of the Brier, 
some trees dead, and others very feeble. 
In pulling up the plants, the stock in some 
cases as well as the Rose was quite dead. 
In others, the Brier stock had made 
vigorous efforts to spread in the soil. In 
both cases tlie effect—evil for the Rose. So 
I shall have to till up the gaps in this great 
bed witli some summer plant, and begin 
the growth of tlie charming Countess again 
in autumn, next time certainly not on 
tlie Brier or anything but tlie root of the 
Rose. There is not anything masquerad¬ 
ing in the name of science or art more 
fatuous than the stereotyped practice of 
grafting a beautiful China Rose on the 
wild Brier. There is really no more 
reason to graft a China Rose ou a Dog 
Brier than to graft a Raspberry. It 
is only the stereotyped way of tlie Rose 
propagator, lending in due time to the 
death of a lovely Rose, and filling the 
good soil with long and hideous roots of 
the Dog Brier.—W. 

Narcissus Buttercup.— Tills is the result 
of a cross tietwoen N. Emperor and N. 
Jouquilln. Many Narcissi tills season have 
been very poor. Late in flowering gener¬ 
ally. tlie consistently dry, parching winds 


by day and night, together with strong sun 
during tlie day, have been too much for 
them, and large numbers had hardly 
reached their prime before they were 
shrivelled up. That above named is an 
exception. A late-eomer naturally—and 
later than usual this year—it is only now 
(May 11th) in its prune, and, save for the 
Jonquil itself, practically alone. Not only 
rich in colour and of groat reflnemeat 
throughout, its flue petal texture enables it 
to endure far beyond the limits of most 
other sorts. This last property it doubt¬ 
less inherited from the Jonquil, from which 
also it gets its delicate perfume. A small 
dump of it is now very fine, the tallest 
stem just 22 inches even in my very light 
and dry soil, and in a most exceptional 
year. Doubtless in a better, cooler soil a 
finer stature would result, and with it even 
larger and more handsome flowers. A 
quality I admire in Buttercup is that the 
flowers look at one and are, therefore, good 
from afar. It is, happily, a good doer.— 
S. t>. 


Rose Charles E. Shea_ This Rose, which 

last year gained the Gold medal of the 
National Rose Society, was among out¬ 
standing novelties at the Royal Horticul¬ 
tural Show on May 8th, when its raiser, 
Mr. Elisha .1. Hicks, included a magni¬ 
ficent stand of it in liis line exhibit. Of 
rich rose colour, very fragrant, of fine 
form, and well poised on IS-inch long 
stems, it surpassed ail else in tlie Rose line 
in the exhibition, unless it was that other 
richly fragrant Rose, ('limbing Hillingdon, 
in tbe same exhibit. Everybody loves a 
fragrant Rose, and those named, together 
with Mrs. George Norwood and Mrs.' 
Elisha J. Hicks, ail rich in this attribute, 
have recently npiieared from the above- 
named raiser. It is to lie hoiied lie will 
give us many more of other shades equally 
fragrant and so enable gardeners to dis¬ 
pense with many that are not and which 
have little more than colour and form to 
commend them to notice.—E. 11. J. 


Narcissus princeps. Of ihis good and 
graceful variety “ G. 1,. J.. Croydon,” 
writes, at i«ige 2(i7 of Gardening, that 
“although one of the clieaiiest varieties, 
I think it hardly worth-buying because of 
its rapid deterioration and second-rate 
quality of tlie flowers.” No one, I think, 
lias ever said that N. princeps was first- 
rate, so that tlie consensus of opinion 
would in that respect agree with that of 
1 G. L. J.” Tlie ease is different when he 
sjienks of its “ rapid deterioration,” since, 
after a thirty years’ experience of it (dur¬ 
ing which I must have burnt some tons), I 
found the variety practically became a 
weed, the smallest chats from screening 
coming up everywhere, making in a couple 
of seasons, on hard-standing ground used 
for Carnations in summer, sturdy growth 
and Nut-lmrd bulbs that surprised one. 
These were never planted, and their only- 
covering was ashes over a hungry bit of 
stony ground. Many, wheeled to the rub¬ 
bish-heap with the sweepings, came up as 
thick as spring Onions, and lo such an ex¬ 
tent. that such material was subsequently 
taken to the coke-heap. In the open 
quarters, of poor soil generally, tlie variety 
did well, many thousands being lifted an¬ 
nually for forcing. Bulbs overlooked at 
such a time were of unusual strength the 
following year. N. princeps does bpst of 
all permanently planted— i.e., naturalised 
in cool, moist loams—when it assumes 
considerable vigour. In oue instance, 
where it lias boon so planted for a score of 
years it gets far above knee-high each 
year, producing sheaves of flowers which 
make one admit that for such a soil it is 
by no means a Daffodil to be despised.— 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

NARCISSUS LEEDSI WHITE QUEEN. 
Turs is a handsome, vigorous, and early- 
flowering variety, and should ho inoludod 
in every on I loot ion. It may be best <le- 
serlbed as a glorified pure white Sir 
Watkin. The flower is of good substance 
and quality, it has a large, pure white 
perianth, and broad overlapping segments ; 
the cnp is beautifully frilled and opens a 


its the strain is nil exceptionally good one 
and the plants are doing well, there has 
been a most attractive display.—S. Arnott. 


HARDY FLOWER NOTES. 

Pm.ox saffbuticosa. —Although this sec¬ 
tion of the family is not so effective as the 
varieties of P. decussate commonly grown, 
it certainly deserves more attention than 
it gets from hardy flower growers gener¬ 
ally. The varieties in this section being 
inferior in vigour to the more or less 
rofcust-habited kinds so much in favour, 
they need a little more care as regards 



Narcissus Leedsi White Queen. From a photograph in the gardens 
at Lilford Hall, Oundle. 


very- 

age. 


pale vellow, but grows white with 
F. W. G. 


Primula c.ashmeriana.—This has within 
recent years given us a considerable 
number of varieties of varying shades and 
colours, ranging from deep purple, rose, 
and light purple to white. The size of 
heads and of individual flowers has also 
been increased. One of the best stocks I 
have seen for some time was observed re¬ 
cently in the grounds of the old M’Lellon 
Castle of Kirkcudbright. For some years 
a careful and skilful series of work in con¬ 
nection with the preservation of this fine 
old castle has been m^rogress 
planting of V. ca.shurtriumKp-ar 



choice of position and feeding, as, unless 
well nourished, they are almost valueless 
for garden decoration. Being of lowly 
stature and not quickly forming big stools 
they are well fitted for the borders that 
are commonly found in villa gardens of 
moderate dimensions. Coining into bloom 
considerably earlier than the decussata 
varieties and producing their flowers more 
continuously they are certainly worthy of 
hareful culture, but, as before mentioned, 
this they must have, for, half-starved, they 
present a miserable appearance, and should 
a hot spell of weather come they quickly 
go out of bloom. I have no ex[ierience of 
these in northern districts and on heavy- 
land, but should say that in localities 


where hardy plants come into bloom 
rather late they- would be valuable. On 
light soils and in the warmer districts a 
mulch of manure or vegetable refuse will 
make all the difference in a dry time. 

Reults sylvestris certainly lias its 
charms, being a glorified form of our own 
little species, but possessing, unfortunately, 
an element of tenderness which renders il 
a prey to hard winters. It is one of those 
things which should be systematically pro¬ 
tected, so that the grower is not caught 
napping and from want of a little atten¬ 
tion at the right time lose Ills stock of 
plants, which is what happened to me some 
years ago. A good protection is that 
afforded by- leaves kept from blowing away 
by a branch laid on them. 

The Creeping Rosemary mentioned by 
“ W.” (p. 2ill) is, I suppose, Rosmarinus 
prostratus, which I took to ho much 
hardier than it is. I thought it would he 
as enduring as the common Rosemary, and 
put it on a mound in an exposed iiosition. 
It is killed, root and branch, and must 
therefore lie classed among the things of 
which a hard winter takes heavy toll. It 
is good for covering big stones or creeping 
over bare places, and is a good companion 
to the dwarf kinds of Co tone.aster. 

Zauschneria californtoa. —I was fully 
aware that this eouhl not stand the com¬ 
bination of wet and cold which often 
characterises the English winter, and 
therefore protected with a pane of glass 
until the very hard weather set in and 
then put a flower-pot over the crowns. 
When a change came I unfortunately ro¬ 
ll oved the protection, and, being unwell 
when the last and most damaging frost 
came, it was not replaced, the consequence 
being that there Is not a vestige of life left. 
I bis Californian plant should have one of 
the warmest positions in the place close to 
a south wall if possible, hut even there it 
is not safe without some kind of protection. 

Plumbago Larpents3 is a very easy 
plant to grow, increasing freely by means 
of its underground stems, and is truly 
valuable as giving a hit of blue colour 
quite late in the autumn when the floral 
procession is nearly closed. The difficulty 
I have found is to place it so that it gets 
enough exposure to ripen the growths and 
bring on flower expansion and at the same 
time afford some protection against autumn 
frosts, which in a very open position will 
sometimes quite destroy the blooms. 
Hitherto I have grown it near a Holly- 
hedge and facing west, where in a fairly 
warm summer and autumn free from sharp 
frosts it gives a nice display. I have put 
several clumps at the foot of a low wall 
facing yvest where more sun comes, and I 
have no doubt that the flower-buds will 
form more abundantly, but it is the late 
frosts I fear. This Leadwort is not a plant 
for northern districts, but in the warmer 
counties it should have a place in most 
gardens, as although it may fail sometimes, 
it affords real pleasure at a time when 
there is so little variety in the outdoor 
garden and blue flowers are very scarce at 
that time of year. 

Anemone ai-ennina. —I do not remember 
to have seen this Windflower in such line 
condition ns it -is tills season. Like all 
other hardy plants it was late in throwing 
up its blooms, and since the flow-ers began 
to expand we have bad no frost worth 
mentioning, no rain, and the sun has been 
hot, so that the blooms are in every way 
perfect. I have several tolerably large 
beds of this Anemone, and crowds of 
beautiful blossoms facing the sun form a 
lovely garden picture. These beds are 
sheltered by a thick Holly hedge which 
keeps off cold winds, n^y object being to 
increase the stock I transplanted two years 
ago into well-stirred sweet soil, adding 
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some leaf-mould. At the beginning of the 
winter I top-dressed with leaf-mould and a 
little rotten dung, and the plants evidently 
enjoy this liberal treatment. 

Anemone banunclloidks, the yellow 
wood Anemone, should be massed to 
realise its decorative worth, ami, like the 
foregoing, certainly enjoys good food. I 
gave mine a top-dressing of rotten manure 
in the winter, the effect of which is notv 
plainly seen. The foliage is very luxuriant 
and hundreds of blossoms are now (May 
1st) expanded. The effect of this mass of 
yellow' blossoms in the bright sunshine is 
very good. My beds of this are on a 
slightly sloping bank. J. Cobnhiix. 

Byfleet. 

THE MOHAVE DESERT. 

A little before Christmas a year ago I 
went to live in the desert—in the heart of 
Mohave. My botanical expeditions had 
led me, to be sure, many times into and 
through the desert, but I had never before 
resided continuously in one place and 
watched the seasons come and go, the 
changes in the animal life, the changes in 
the rich and varied plant life. 

Now it appears that a certain widespread 
misapprehension must be corrected at the 
outset. Apparently the popular conception 
ot a desert is that derived from the picture 
in the fifth-grade geography —a level, 
boundless and naked waste stretching to 
indefinite horizons, with a camel or two 
in a religious attitude in the foreground, 
the nose of the camel complacently and 
conveniently thrust into the sand. These 
ideas will lie found somewhat defective in 
the way of preparedness for actual experi¬ 
ence in one of the two great Californian 
deserts, that of the Colorado, and wholly 
defective for the other, the Mohave. 

The two outstanding features of the 
Mohave Desert, which everywhere stamp 
its 25,000 square miles with restless inter¬ 
est, are the numerous mountain ranges and 
the abundant plant life; the mountain 
ranges on every hand exciting the imagina¬ 
tion by their peculiar or geometrical and 
often fanciful outlines, whilst constantly 
playing their colours against the changing 
tints of air and sky; the vegetation, no 
less singular on account of its strange and 
curious forms and the remarkable charac¬ 
ter of the structures designed to bring 
about the most rigid conservation, over 
lung and indefinite drought periods, of the 
minimum water supply, all this likewise 
makes unceasing demand upon the 
traveller’s interest and attention. 

The Mohave is really an inland plateau, 
ranging on the average from 2,000 feet to 
5,000 feet and with two main seasons, the 
cold or winter period and the heat or sum¬ 
mer period. Rainfall is both extremely 
deficient and erratic. In the depth of 
winter, during my residence at Waterman 
ranch, in the geographical centre of the 
Mohave, ice formed nearly every night, 
tlie mercury occasionally falling to 9 degs. 
below zero, and in early January the whole 
desert was under snow. Great troops of 
Uaiubel quail flocked into the barnyards 
for food and the protection of the build¬ 
ings; occasional sparrows likewise fore¬ 
gathered eagerly for provender; a rock- 
wren or two flew from rock to rock on the 
low cliff's; bush-tits enlivened the Mesquite 
trees; the earth was suddenly alive with 
the tell-tale tracks of the wild creatures— 
and in the depths of night we heard the 
distant passenger call of migrating geese. 
Then after a fortnight came'a most un¬ 
usual rain—not like a thunder shower in 
the desert, with blue sky showing in 
liutehes here or there or off' on the horizon, 

1 ut with tlie clouds close all around and 
raining in the mltkllo, ae the much forc- 
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man happily expressed it. Thenceforth 
there was reason to watch eagerly for the 

SHORT SPRING 

which comes stealthily and departs sud¬ 
denly. One could follow the minute 
germinating seedlings and see them in¬ 
crease and expand, on mesa and in 
bottoms, but the winter shrubs, masses of 
rigid Thorns and Spines, evaded the 
vigilance of the watcher, because these, 
after long waiting, are extremely sensi¬ 
tive to a positive rise of temperature after 
moisture. There followed then a warm 
night and the next day ail the Trumpet 
Thorns and Water Jackets, but yesterday 
masses of white spiues, were to-day draped 
in garments of delicate green—a green 
which lost nothing in having as its foil 
tlie gray rocks of the desert and the dull, 
dark foliage of the ever-present creosote- 
hush, the most abundant and widespread 
of desert shrubs. 

In tlie real, but short, springtime come 
days of high colour, and these fleeting 
days usually fall iu April. Untold billions 
and billions of flowering annuals a few 
inches higli which for weeks have been 
gathering force vegetatively in the desert 
washes, suddenly burst into bloom, form¬ 
ing broad bauds of colour, which stretch 
on and on for leagues and leagues through 
the desert, winding like particoloured 
ribbons amongst the pastel-coloured hills. 
For a few days there is a riot of Evening 
Primroses, Gilias, Owl’s Clover, Phacelias, 
Mimuli, Poppies, and various Composite. 
Diiuc Sunbonnets and a prostrate Naina 
form patterns of delicate and alluring 
colours on the sandy mesas. 

DESERT SHRUBS 

come into flower with these annuals. The 
yellow of Cassia stretches up the sloi* for 
miles, Stanleya lifts its yellow wands, 
whilst here and there are small colonies of 
the Da leas, enriched with their royal- 
purple blossoms. Swarms of bees buzz 
about tlie curious Turpentine Broom, 
plundering its inky flowers. There shrubs, 
and many other such as the widespread 
Sand-Bur, do not occur in the great valley, 
but the annuals mentioned above some¬ 
times do occur, or more often are repre¬ 
sented by close relatives. 

Through such a world we drive one day, 
on and on, until coming to the fine, gently 
sloping mesa which leads to the mining 
camp of Cooigardie. On this mesa are 
scattered by hundreds the 

JOSHUA TREES, 

or Yucca brevifolia, like an open orchard, 
tlie branches weighed down with dense 
clusters of flowers—flowers with some¬ 
thing of the heavy feeling of some Orchids. 
This may well lie the finest of all Yucca 
groves. Everywhere are tlie flowering 
annuals; shrubs bloom on every hand; a 
mocking bird flings out jubilant notes 
from the tiptop of a Yucca branch. The 
whole landscape is luminous in sunshine; 
violet airs hang like gauze around tlie 
horizons; purple mountain ranges stretch 
northward and are lost in the confines of 
the Fanamint and of Death Valley. This, 
therefore, is spring time in the desert. 

One small tree deserves siiecial notice, 
since it resists completely the blandish¬ 
ments of the early spring. The Mesquite 
holds back its foliage aud makes no ad¬ 
venture until all frost danger is quite 
passed. It Is the surest index of weather 
in the desert. Of the Mesquites there are 
two species, the Honey Mesquite, with 
straight pods, and the Sercw-benn Mes¬ 
quite. with tightly-coiled ones. Tlie Honey 
Mesquite, even more than the Screw-bean, 

\ as a highly useful tree to the Indian. 
The sweet nutritious pods furnished him 


food, the foliage sufficed as a browse for 
his pony, with its poles he constructed a 
dwelling, and its lull'd wood provided 
material for a large variety of household 
implements and utensils. The Mesquite 
occupied as important relation to his 
domestic economy as the Canoe Cedar to 
the North-West Indians or the Bread-fruit 
Tree to the South Sea Islander. Nor does 
the white settler neglect the tree so highly 
regarded by the Indian. —Willis Bins 
J Epson in The, University of California 
Journal of Agriculture. 

Mesquite is Prosopis juli flora—a deci¬ 
duous small tree or shrub—characteristic 
of llte Mohave and Colorado deserts. It is 
a remarkable desert tree, very useful to 
desert tribes and white settlers. The 
flowers furnish food for bees, hence tlie 
common name “ Honey Mesquite.” 

Screw Bean Mesquite is Prosopis pubes- 
cens—also a small tree, with spiny 
branches. Grows in deserts of South Cali¬ 
fornia. Beans sweet and nutritious, used 
by Indians as food, also as fodder for 
cattle. Built belong to Pea family — Leyti- 
minostc. W. J. B. 


THE WHITE CUP 
(NlERKMBEBCIA B1VULABI8). 

Tins beautiful dwarf rock garden plant 
is, oil account of its name, too often given 
tlie wrong sort of soil and aspect, with the 
result that it falls to flower. It comes 
from La Plata, where it grows by stream- 
sides, but it is a good plant for the rook 
garden. Its specific name denotes that it 
is a stream-side plant in its native country, 
and on account of its name it is constantly 
planted in moist places In the rock garden. 
People are always writing to me saying 
that they put it by the pond, or in a damp 
spot, and that it has grown and spread 
profusely, but never flowered. Nicholson 
sayk that moisture and a little shade are 
the chief conditions required. My own 
experience is tlie exact reverse of this. I 
grow the plant in (iO size pots in light 
loam, aud in a cold frame, which is such a 
sun trap that it becomes a furnace even 
with the lights entirely removed, as they 
are, from March till September. By the 
time tlie plants are ready to flower they 
have become i>ot-hound, the pots a solid 
mass of roots and running stems, and then 
they cover themselves with a sheet of 
white eup-shaped flowers for six or eight 
weeks. I have also grown the plant on 
the flat in a rock garden, where the soil 
was sandy and hungry, and exposed to tlie 
full sun. Here, too, it flowered with 
almost unbelievable profusion. 

Nierembergia rivularis flowers at a very 
useful time of year—July and August— 
when tlie main flush of alpine flowers is 
past. The plant runs about freely, form¬ 
ing a mat of slender-rooting stems just 
under the surface of the soil. The flowers 
are pure white, cup-shaped, like those of 
a white Cauqianula carputiea, eacli J) 
inches across (Nicholson says an inch, hut 
he is wrong) and carried singly and erect 
upon inch-high, slender, corolla tubes 
which serve ns stems. Each blossom has 
a tinge of yellow at its liase, and each 
lasts hut a day or two. They have, how¬ 
ever, the happy gift of dying tidily and 
completely away, to be succeeded by in¬ 
numerable buds which are ready and wait¬ 
ing to take their place. 

A broad, well-flowered patch of Nierem¬ 
bergia rivularis is beautiful in the rock gar¬ 
den, and to obtain it I suggest tlie sunniest 
and hottest spot that can be found, rather 
light soil, and that the space allotted to 
the plant be bounded by sunken rocks, so 
that the plant may he confined and be as 
matted ns my )>ot plants become. I give 
hint, trusting that, as it is- suggested 
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by my own practical experience and by 
the many letters l receive from disap¬ 
pointed correspondents who have treated 
It as the name suggests and failed, it may 
lead to as good success as 1 have had with 
this charming plant of late summer. 

Stevenage . Clarence Ei.i.iott. 


XO TES AXD REPLIES. 

Staking hardy plants,— The growth of 
many hardy herbaceous plants is now very 
rapid, necessitating constant attention in 
thinning and stating. Staking and tying 
should not be left till the plants have grown 
so loosely that the shoots drop about or 
have become broken by high Windsor heavy 
rains. Damage by .storms Is not readily 
repaired, lint much ma.v lie averted by 
timely attention to staking and tying. 
Discrimination must be used in this work, 
and the individual habit of growth 
studied. Avoid tying the plants into 
shapeless bundles. Stakes should be 
fixed in such a manner that they are not 
conspicuous. Brushwood, such as is ob- 


ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

TRIALS WITH FLOWER GARDEN 
EDGINGS. 

Greek Windflower and purple Rock 
Cress. —Later far than usual, the Aubrietia 
came into bloom in April—a number of 
varieties of this lovely flower. It is in a 
narrow border, not in the garden, but to 
guard the shrubs on the walls of a court¬ 
yard. It has a stout stone margin with 
Aubrietia covering and behind the Greek 
Windflower. Owing to the wonderful 
range of colour and size of I he flowers, 
this, on the whole, was the most charming 
effect of any edging. W. 


CAMPANULA ALLIONI. 
Campanula Allioni is the quaintest and 
one of the most interesting of the high 
alpine si>eoies. The stem is an inch high, 
or, at most, 2 inches; and the flower, in 
size and shape, is exactly like a solitary 



Greek 


11 'indflower and purple 


Bock Cress in narrow border. 


tainalde from Beech or liirch branches, 
makes excellent supjKirts for certain 
plants. These hold the shoots in a natural 
position, and after a short time become 
quite hidden by the foliage of the plants.— 
F. W. G. 

Anemones.—There is now (April 21et) a 
bright display of Anemone fulgens, the blooms 
of which are very useful and durable when 
rut. The display will lie prolonged until mid¬ 
summer. and I do not And it necessary to lift 
die oorrna every year. The earliest blooms of 
A. stellata were observed on April 16th, a 
slightly later date than usual. —W. McG. 

Adonis aiunrensis fl.-pl.— 1 The double variety 
of the Amcor River Adonis blooms later than 
the single one and is different in habit. The 
single one is taller and more erect and a finer 
plant in every way. I believe peat is often 
prescribed for the Amoor River Adonis, but I 
do not find that it ie necessary.— S. Arnott. 

The Pasque-flower (Anemone Pulsatilla) In 
Hants.—How well this Anemone lias flowered 
this season in spite of the severe wintry 
weather! Plante freely exposed on a rock 
garden facing eouth have given blossoms in 
profusion.—E. 3f. 
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Canterbury Bell blossom. Ttt some varie¬ 
ties the bells are smaller, but in my best 
deep-violet form they are quite as big as 
Canterbury Bells. This best form came 
to me a good many years ago from Ireland. 
Five or six years ago I saw a plant grow¬ 
ing in a chalet garden, above Tendo, 
whose bolls seemed even larger and more 
purple than in my Irish form. A root of 
this was promised to me, and last summer 
the owner kindly sent me one. The plant 
had been iiaclied with Moss in a card¬ 
board box, and both were as dry as tinder. 
Not very hopefully, I floated the exhausted 
stems in water for a day and a night. 
They plumped up wonderfully, and I 
planted them in a big pan of moraine soil. 
In a few weeks they began growing, by 
which time autumn had set in, and soon 
after C. Allioni retired underground for 
the winter. A good number of sllvery-leaf 
rosettes have come up this year, but none 
so far are strong enough to flower, and 
for another year 1 must content myself 
with memories of the splendour of the 
plant as I saw it in its native valley. 


Campanula Allioni is very plentiful behind 
the Hotel de la Poste at Mont Cents, but 
it is a comparatively poor variety, with 
narrow lilac bells with pinched waists, in¬ 
stead of the bulging lines of the Irish and 
the Tends forms. Once upon a time I 
heard of a pure white C. Allioni ; in fact, 

I bought a plant of it, but it jierished. 

Culture.— I have never had any diffi¬ 
culty in growing C. Allioni here. The 
plant has a running underground habit, 
and enjoys a loose, open soil through which 
to ramble. It is happiest on the moraine, 
but I have tried it in ordinary rich loam, 
in which it thrived lor a year or two, 
until it was destroyed through misadven¬ 
ture. II flowers in May, and until this 
year it has been very regular in opening 
in time for tile Chelsea show. It is deci¬ 
duous, the rosettes of narrow, silvery 
leaves dying quite away in winter. Mr. 
Farrer has said that it is a difficult species 
and a lime-hater. But here, at any rate, 
it has disregarded his pronouncement, and 
lives here happily in a limestone moraine, 
which is watered pretty often with cold, 
hard water from a chalk well. 

Campanula excisa is “ passionately anti- 
calcareous” with Mr. Farrer. With me 
it is innocent of such passions, or else it 
lives them down. I have it on the same 
limestone moraine, where it is squirted 
with the same chalk water, and it runs 
about freely, and produces its pretty bells, 
each with five round holes—or apparent 
holes—between the iietals. 

Stevenage. Clarence Elliott. 


NOTES AXIL REPLIES. 

The Alpine Wallflower (Cheiranthus 
alplnus).—In May and .Tune the clear 
yellow flowers and brown, unowned buds 
of the Alpine Wallflower form a bright 
feature of the border or rock garden. 
It is partieularly pleasing when hanging 
over an edging of stones or draping a 
rocky ledge or bank. Under favourable 
conditions the Alpine Wallflower Is a true 
perennial, and will live for many years. 
It may, however, become rather bare aud 
leggy, and can lie bellied by cutting it 
■slightly back early in the summer. It is 
better, however, to raise young plants 
from cuttings or seeds.—S. Arnott. 

Gentiana acaulls.-Later than usual, this is 
now only beginning (May 8th) to bloom with 
any freedom. It is a very capricious plant, 
growing like a weed in some gardens, while in 
others ita life ia one long struggle for exist¬ 
ence. I find that it likes rather light and 
sandy soil, which ia made very firm round the 
roots. This c.an lie provided by treading, or 
even by running the garden roller over the 
newly-putront plants, and after frost. G. 
acaulia ia fairly fond of moisture, tint resents 
shade. The late Mr. Jeffrey, when at St. Mary's 
Isle Gardens, need to say that the beat way 
to treat the Gentianella was with contempt— 
that is, to plant it and leave it alone. Cer¬ 
tainly, two long double lines in front of a 
vinery border used to bear out Mr. Jeffrey's 
plan.—W. McG., Ilalmac, Kirkcudbright. 

Pink Arabis.--Is there any form of pink 
Arabia other than aubrief ioides? The latter is 
described by various writers as difficult and 
capricious and very ready to succumb to 
damp. The kind I have is perfectly sturdy, is 
flowering (May 18th) as abundantly an any 
nlbida. Under the same conditions of soil and 
aspect, every Aubrietia has been cut down to 
the ground this winter, and will probably not 
flower before June, so that, in comparison, this 
Arabia is far the stronger plant.—L. I. 
Rogers, 6, HoUin-lane, Leeds. 


“The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds." —ditto Edition, lfth, revised, with descriptions 
of all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture ami 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium Sco, las.: 
post free, ISs. Oil. Of all Booksellers or from the other 
of Garuenino Illustrated, 03, Lincoln's Inn field j, 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

WAR TIME RECITES. 

Barley Js one of the best grains to take 
the place of Wheat. It is very rich in 
iron and the phosphntos, and therefore a 
good blood maker and bone builder. 
Maize has a large proportion of fat. Rye 
flour and oatmeal are very rich in protein. 
Barley flour, not Barley meal, should he 
used. It can be obtained at most of the 
large stores in London. 

Barley bread (approximate yield : 1 quartern 
loaf).—2} lb. war flour. (3oz. uncooked) lib. 
cooked Pearl Barley, tepid water in which 
barley was cooked, i oz. yeast, 2$ teaspoonfuls 
salt, 1 tea*vpoonful sugar. Put flour, cooked 
Barley, and salt into a basin. Mix well. Mix 
yeaet and sugar together; add water, about 
1 pint. Make a dough with these ingredients. 
Set dough to rir*e for two or three hours. 
Knead dough, add more flour if neceesary. 
Form into loavee. Bet loavea to rise for half- 
an-hour. Bake in a hot oven. Note.—3oz. Pearl 
Barley will yield rather more than 1 lb. of 
cooked Barley. 

Oatmeal bread (approximate yigld : 1 quartern 
loaf).—2} lb. flour. (2 oz. uncooked) 1 lb. cooked 
oatmeal, \ pint tepid water (about), 3 <>z- 
yeast, 2£ teaspoonfuls salt, 1 teaspoouful sugar. 
Put flour and Balt into basin. Mix yeast with 
Hugar, add tepid water. Add yeast, water, and 
flour to oatmeal; make into a dough. Set to 
ri6e for two or three hours. Knead into loaves ‘ 
(add flour if necessary). Set to rise again. 
Bake in a hot oven. Note.—2 oz. coarse oat¬ 
meal and 1 pint of water will yield 1 lb. of 
cooked oatmeal. 

Semolina, Hominy, or Maize fritters. —Ingre¬ 
dients: 1 pint milk, 1 gill eemolina (hominy or 
maize), J teaspoonful salt, pinch pepper, \ tea¬ 
spoouful mixed mustard, 1 teaspoonful grated 
ch«ese. egg, and a little fine oatmeal. Cook 
the semolina in the milk, adding the other in¬ 
gredients. When cooked it should be very 
firm. Spread out rather thickly on a greased 
baking-sheet till cold. Then form into fritters, 
dip in egg and fine oatmeal, and fry in deep 
fat. Can be served with Tomato sauce. 

Scotch broth. —Wash and eoak for two to three 
hours a teacupful of Barley. Take whatever 
vegetables are ip season (Cabbages, Cauli¬ 
flower, Turnips, Carrots, Leeks, or Onions) and 
chop them together. Place the Barley in a 
pan with a quart of water, and when boiling 
add the chopped vegetables with a small piece 
of butter and a teaspoonful of salt. Boil all 
together for two hours. 

Vegetable tie. —Take Onions, Potatoes, Car¬ 
rots, Turnips, and any other vegetables; peel 
and cut into slices, partly cook, add seasoning 
as desired; strain and save the Avater; put 
vegetables into a pie-disli, make a thick brown 
gravy, pouring this over the vegetables. 
Cover with pastry and bake one hour. 

Savoury gravy. —Cut up finely an Onion, 
bruise a Tomato, dredge or sprinkle over a 
lablesipoonful of flour, and fry until nicely 
browned in about 2 oz. butter. Strain if de¬ 
sired; add boiling stock or water until the de¬ 
sired thickness is obtained; add seasoning; 
boil a minute, and eerve. 

Date pudding. —3 lb. Avheatmeal flour.} lb. white 
flour, i lb. 6Ugar, h lb. Dates. 1 tablespoonful 
treacle, 1 egg or little milk, } lb. butter. Hub 
butter into flour, add sugar, Dates (stoned and 
chopped), and mixed to a rather stiff dough 
with, treacle and the egg (beaten up) or milk. 
8-team two hours. Sultanas, Currants, chopped 
Figs, or ground ginger may be used in place of 
the dates.— The VcoeUirum. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Seakale worth eating. I mu now enjoy¬ 
ing Seakule advanced a little in what may 
lie called a more natural way than that of 
the usual forcing in houses or sheds. It Is 
merely covered by a bed of leaves over the 
roots where they grew all the past summer. 
The shoots are large and (lie flavour deli¬ 
cious. It is in quality far better than the 
forced stuff of the market, slim and ]K»or, 
and served wiUr^iiielted butfpr in the 
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restaurants. The true growth is in no 
need of melted hutter or any sauee, and is 
refreshing with the line natural salts of 
tlie vegetable.—W. 

The alpine Strawberry.— Mrs. Earle 
says a good word for this in The Garden :— 

This is the time of year to eow the improved 
alpine Strawberry, eo very much cultivated 
and eaten in France, and appreciated by 
children as the fruits are so easy to pick. 
That called the Red Alpine is. I believe, one 
of the beet, ami the eeed must bo obtained 
from a first-class liouee. It ie beet eown every 
two or three years, as plante grown from 
runners deteriorate. When well grown they 
produce fruits from June to September, and 
are an excellent addition to Strawberry jam. 

[Weil done, the alpine is really a more 
useful aid to the table than the larger and 
more popular Strawberries.—En.] 

The Board cf Agriculture and cooking. 
—The full food value of Parsnips is ob¬ 
tained only when they are boiled whole, 
till quife soft. Cut up and served witli 
hutter or dripping, stilt and pepper, they 
make a most wholesome dish. They are 
also excellent for flavouring soup and 
stews, and for making vegetable pies, etc. 
In various parts of the Continent salt fish 
and Parsnips ;ire a favoured dish,— Leaflet 
A’o. 70 of the Board. 

I The Board might veil consult a good 
cook and have their notes revised hg him. 
The above is a common wag, bill not by 
any means the best. —Ed.] 

Sunflower seed as food. — A corre¬ 
spondent of The. Tima calls attention to 
the usefulness of Sunflower seed as food. 
It produces a very good oil, which is quite 
suitable for margarine-making as well as 
for the manufacture of soap and nitro¬ 
glycerine. It is also an excellent chicken 
food, and would be the best substitute at 
present for Corn and Maize. The Sun¬ 
flower can he grown by practically every¬ 
body, and there are still about thrpe weeks 
left during which the seed can be sown. 
Ilotli Russia and Germany appreciated its 
qualities long ago, and Sunflower oil, 
crushed from seeds grown in small gar¬ 
dens, is one of the principal oils on which 
Germany has to fall back at the present 
time. 

Scurvy Crass in salad.— The British 
Scurvy Grass (Cochlcaria officinalis) is 
finite a pretty plant on the rock garden, 
and is also worth growing as a flavouring 
to salads. 1 have u plant or two growing 
here on my rock garden, and they are now 
in flower—rounded fl inch hummocks of 
heads of small white blossoms. The 
leaves are thick and fleshy, and when 
eaten alone have a hot, Nasturtium-like 
taste, with a very curious flavour like the 
smell of chloroform. A dozen or two of 
the leaves thrown in with a Lettuce salad 
are exceedingly good, and no doubt very 
wholesome. Years ago it was considered 
a valuable anti-scorbutic, and was much 
used on long sea voyages. Cochlcaria 
officinalis is an annual or biennial, and is 
easily raised from seed. It is a native 
plant, and is said to frequent muddy sea¬ 
shores. I collected my plants on tlie top 
of a mossy old stone wall in a Somerset¬ 
shire churchyard. — ('i.aukvce Elliott, 
Stevenage. 

The Welsh Onion (Allium fistulnsum).— 
Some time ago “ A. YV.” drew attention to 
the value of tlie green tops produced by 
the planting out of Onions which had 
begun to grow soft in spring, and which lie 
referred to—the leaves, that is—as Scal¬ 
lions. Equally valuable for this purpose 
is a variety which I have seen grown in 
Wales—Allium fistulosum, or, as it was 
called, the Welsh Onion or Ciboule. The 
variety does not bulb, and is grown simply 
for the green leaves which it produces in 


spring. Seed is sown early in August, and 
germination is usually very rapid. In 
late October the leaves wither, and the 
ground appears to be empty, but in the 
beginning of the year the foliage reap¬ 
pears, and is ready for use In March. The 
flavour is strong, resembling, in my 
opinion, that of Garlic rather than that of 
the true Onion. By the way, I lie Scallion 
is another name given to long-necked 
Onions, which produce leaves freely, but 
which do not bulb. In Scotland in some 
districts the green tops of Onions are 
freely used in a raw state, as are the 
young plants from the seed-bed at thinning 
time. These are colloquially known as 
“ Syboes.”—W. McG. 

Red Cabbage hardier than the green.— 
A very common error is to suppose that 
Red Cabbage is only good for pickles—an 
odious mixture of harmful acid and raw 
nature. It is really for hard winter and 
spring use a better vegetable than the best 
green varieties, and in tlie past hard 
winter it lias proved hardier than the 
green sorts commonly grown. Now, at 
the end of April, it is in good use, when 
the best Sprouting Broccolis that we have 
hitherto looked for in spring are dead or 
so defaced as to be useless. The outer 
leaves of the Red varieties protect the 
hearts, which, if these are pulled off, are 
valuable for the cook. Therefore, two or 
three heads should be grown by every gar¬ 
dener, and I lie idea of wasting them for 
pickling wholly given up. To get the good 
of tliis vegetable we must follow the Bel¬ 
gian and French or other sensible ways of 
cooking it, combining it with other dif¬ 
ferent foods, as Rice, with which it forms 
an excellent dish. In that way the gar¬ 
dener and cook may learn that it is not. 
merely a form of Brassica for some disuse 
like pickling, hut for winter food the most 
precious of the race.—YV. 

Preserving vegetables.—Jam being out of 
the question this year, can any of your readers 
suggest a way to use tlie jam-pots which every 
good housewife has in stock for preserving 
vegetables, such as Runner Beans, Vegeta-blo 
Marrows, Cucumbers, Cauliflowers. Brussels 
Sprouts, and uuripe Tomatoes, for wiuter use? 
Last year I tried some Runner Beans preserved 
with salt in bottles. They came in useful last 
February, when no fresh vegetables were to 
he had. I wished I had put down some more, 
but bottles I should have to have bought; jam¬ 
pots and tins nro always on hand. Could 
vegetables he preserved in tlie silicate of soda 
or water-glass used for preserving eggs, and 
would the water-glass ho harmless? Would tlie 
paper cover of tlie jam-pot lie sufficient to 
keep out the air from the pickle?—W m. Boom. 

Gather garden food young. French Beans 
and Wearlet Runners are never picked young 
enough; they should not he loft to require the 
order in all cookery hooks: "String the Beans 
and cut them up." Nothing ought to he cut 
but the stalk. The string should not have 
grown, and tlie Beans should he cooked whole. 
They are then, with a little butter added, a 
vegetable really worth eating. The same thing 
applies to Scarlet Runners. The more they 
are picked the longer they continue to liear. 
This is also .the ease with Vegetable Marrows, 
which ought not to lie larger than a big Lemon. 
—Tltc Barden. 

Drying Broad Beans and Peas. I wish to 
keep spare Broad Beans and Ptas in a dry 
state for use during the next winter. Will you 
kindly, in your paper, give a few hints on the 
procedure? Should they he allowed to get 
quite ripe and hard, and simply stored in that 
state in a receptacle until required?—J. L. 

Condiments. — Mustard, pepper, paprika, 
cayenne, and vinegar have no food value, but 
they are powerful irritants. The hcalth-6eeker 
will give them a wide berth. Salt should he 
used very sparingly. It is often abused by 
tlie British cook. It. is so easy to add it to a 
dish if need he. Flavourings should come from 
the herb garden—not-from the shop. 
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ROOM AND WINDOW. 


ROSES. 


THE WHITE SNOW GLORY 
(Chioxodoxa Lrcii.i.E alba). 

Tins phi nl. refmwl to «>f late, is a very 
graceful tiling, a ml was welcome in I lie 
house in n late spring. AY. 


XOTJIti A XI) II111’LIES. 

The white Japanese Wistaria (W. multi- 
Juga nlba) lives very well when cut in 
good sprays and used for house decoration. 
With a little attention in the way of cut¬ 
ting the base of the stem and changing the 
water, bold sprays will last a whole week 


ROSES ON LIGHT SOILS AND IN 
IRELAND. 

The following note comes to me from Sir 
Frederick Moore, of Gtnsnevin :— 

“ I have seen a great deal of money 
sjient and a great deal of trouble gone 
to in making gardens to grow Roses 
which have ended in failure, although 
they were tried on their own roots. I 
specially rooted some to have them 
tried. This garden is an instance. 
We have a poor, dry, hot soil, and 
Roses are our poorest feature.” 

It may well lead to a consideration of 
some importance as to what is the cause 


comes entirely from trusting too much to 
the Brier and other stocks, like the 
wretched Manetti, which will not thrive or 
let anything else thrive on a poor soil 
These dry soils are as much amenable as 
any others if deep enough. Whatever the 
soil we have, that is considered essential, 
and rightly so. 

A fair way is to try tile Iioses on their 
own roots in weII-prepared soil, by put¬ 
ting in cuttings in the way described. For 
Teas and Chinas this i« essential. They 
will do better in such soils than on heavy 
clay, and people may enjoy them so to 
their hearts' content. And that is a thing 
anyone can prove for himself. 

The effect of stocks. —Everyone says: 
“ You are happy in having a good Rose 



Flowering spikes of the white Snow Glory (Chionodoxa Luciiiee alba) in a bronze vase. 


developing tlioir buds (o the very end of, 
the long racemes. With a few bold sprays ' 
of the white Lilac Alba grandillora a 
fall vase may bo made most beautiful, 
flic Chinese while Wistaria is such a 
fragilenml fading beauty that il is.of lijlle 
use in (tmiparisoii, and il is worth knowing 
that ihe beautiful white Japanese is so 
useful ami lasting as a cut flower. It is 
also to be noted that it will thrive on a 
dry, calcareous soil, which is so harmful 
to the Chinese Wistaria, and is, generally 
speaking, much less affected by had 
weather. Flowering as it does after the 
Chinese forms (except the little-known 
s [wie$ W. brachybotrys, which blooms 
three weeks later), it often escapes the 
'old rains in May.—E. n. Woodall, in The 
Garden. 
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of Roses not succeeding in light soils. I 
believe there is no reason whatever for it 
if we only follow Nature’s ways. Sir 
Frederick says lie lias tried botli ways, 
blit I have tried the trade, both in Prance 
and in England, and never could get any 
plants of ltnses on their own roots. The 
way I practise here is to put in good, well- 
ripened wood in September, and in one year 
I get strong, healthy plants by taking tlie 
precaution to pineli off all the flowers that 
come early in the year. 

The best way is to consider points 
that cannot be argued about—that is to 
say, the broad fact that in some soils, 
such as at Glasnevin, in Hampshire, in 
Surrey, and in much of our country, people 
suppose, and rightly suppose, that as 
things are they cannot grow Roses. That 


soil.” That implies tiiat all Roses do well 
on such a soil, and is not true. I have 
grown Tea and China Roses for many 
years now in good numbers, ami I have 
found that half the fine Ton Roses decay 
and finally perish on the Brier. Tills very 
spring I had to lake away a number that 
were killed, not only the plants themselves, 
hut the Briers as well, for some curious 
reason— that is to say, both stock and 
plants. That would never happen with 
things on their own roots. I have lately 
burnt twenty-four plants of a beautiful 
Rose called Marquis de Sinety, but it 
never did any good ns bought, blit will 
remain in a gouty, miserable state. On 
tlie other hand, a few cuttings I happened 
to put out grew 1 as freely as Gioire de 
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ROSE-GROWING FOR CUT BLOOMS. 
The Americans are successful in growing 
Roses under glass for supplying cut blooms 
in winter. Their methods differ from ours, 
for the very sufficient reason that they 
enjoy a great deal more bright sunshine 
in winter than we do. One of their best 
growers, in a paper read at a meeting of 
the Fort Wayne Florists’ Club in 
February, stated that he preferred -Roses 
on their own roots to grafted ones, be¬ 
cause he had proved that they gave better 
results. He puts in cuttings formed of 
good, healthy shoots in January and 
February, and as soon ns they are rooted 
he pots them in in-inch pots, shifting them 
again when they are ready to be planted 
in the houses. He proceeds: — 

“ The next work is to get your bench in 
good order for the young stock. Give the 
I tench a good lime wash. Have the bottom 
of itench a bout a inch between boards for 
drainage. Place on this bottom some good 
manure, or green sod will answer well: 
then till your bench with good sod soil. I 
think sod soil is better, but it should be of 
a heavy nature, not too stiff, or it will not 
drain well in the dark days of winter. If 
your soil is in good condition press It down 
before planting the stock. Only water 
around the plants when they are newly 
planted, until they show' signs of growing, 
then water the whole bed. After they are 
growing well waiter heavily. Spray them 
well on all bright days. As soon as the 
buds npjiear thin them until strong plants 
are built up, but do not allow all the buds 
to mature. Thinning must be practised 
right along to give you stronger stock and 
a more uniform cut. In the cutting of the 
flowers aim to leave two or three eyes."— 
Field. 


GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 

A CRUSADE AGAINST SPARROWS. 
The Minister of Agriculture is anxious 
about tlie damage which may be done to 
our urgency crops this year by sparrows. 
Tlie matter is of special importance in 
towns, because of the wide extension of 
suburban cultivation, and because the 
swarms of sparrows that ravage our grain 
crops are mainly town-bred and migrate 
to the country when the grain is matur¬ 
ing. Next to the grain, Peas. Beaus, and 
young salad crops suffer most from these 
jiests. It is Impossible to estimate the 
damage done to these garden crops; but 
we know, from actual examination of 
hundreds of birds (shot over mature grain), 
that a single sparrow on a single day will 
eat over 40 grains of corn. This Is con¬ 
firmed by similar examinations conducted 
officially over many parts of tlie world, 
and these also agree on the very small 
percentage (under 5 per Cent.) of insert 
food found in the sparrows examined. On 
tlie other hand, we know that sparrows 
drive away really insect-eating birds, and 
do not themselves lioeome carnivorous until 
gorged witli vegetarian food. Ignoring 
the waste of grain in the field, the harm 
done to grain that is sprouting or milling, 
and the robberies from shed and thresh¬ 
ing-floor, quays, and ’ stables, etc., and 
assuming that each acre is ravaged for 
eight days or ten days of a peck a day, 
valued at 2s., we have to face a possible 
loss of bread stuffs alone to the tune of fl 
Iter acre. As we should have approxi¬ 
mately 8,000,000 acres under grain this 
year, the possible cost of allowing s|wr- 
rows to multiply reaches the Incredible 
figure of £S,000,000! The actual money, 
however, is comparatively a trifle: but we 
cannot afford this year to lose tlie food 
which it represents. It is of vital Im¬ 
portance, therefore, that there should be 
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an immediate and simultaneous crusade 
in town and country against these pests; 
and experience elsewhere— e.g., in Bel¬ 
gium and New Jersey—suggests that, to 
be really successful, efforts must be asso¬ 
ciated with a capitation fee—say, 5s. per 
100 birds (or eggs). L. IV. Lyde. 


FRUIT. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Caterpillars Injuring Gooseberry-bushes.— 

Enclosed you will find some caterpillars that 
are playing havoc with m.v Blackberry and 
Gooseberry bushes. They eat up all the leaves 
ant leave nothing hut the bare wood. Is 
there any preparation that I could spray them 
with without injuring the berries? —Alex. K. 
Milne, Kirriemuir. 

I Tlie caterpillars forwarded are those of 
the Magpie-moth (Abraxas grossulariata). 
We do not care to risk advising the appli¬ 
cation of any remedy containing poisonous 
ingredients,, neither do we consider them 
necessary if proper use is made of such 
simple materials as road dust, soot, or the 
residue from the burning of garden rub¬ 
bish, provided it is in a perfectly dry con¬ 
dition. Before applying either of the 
three named the infested bushes should lie 
thoroughly wetted with a sy ringe. Then 
dust tlie leaves both on tlie under and 
upiie'r sides with the material you decide 
on using, taking care that the caterpillars 
are well coated with it. This will cause 
them to at once let go their hold and fall 
to the ground, when they can he quickly 
destroyed with the hack of a spade if 
there is any life left in them. Lime may 
lie cast over them if preferred in lieu of 
the beating witli a spade. Give the bushes 
a good washing a few hours afterwards or 
the next morning. In all probability two 
applications, seeing the attack is a had 
one, will be necessary. Next winter wash 
the bushes with caustic alkali solution, 
burn the prunings, and when digging re¬ 
move the soil from beneath the hushes to 
a depth of 4 Inches and burn or bury it 
deeply between tlie rows. Dust the bared 
surface under the bushes with freshly- 
slaked lime, make .good the deficiency with 
soil from between tlie rows, and well dress 
this witli lime also.] 

Washes for fruit-trees.—One of your 
readers a few weeks ago wrote you con¬ 
cerning winter washes for fruit-trees, 
statiug that he did not believe in their 
value. After some years of experience, I 
agree with him. 1 have never found any 
of them of the slightest good in destroying 
Ameriean-blight, nor do they reach the 
hiding places of the codlin-moth. For the 
last three years I have used the old for¬ 
mula lime and salt, and never again do I 
intend to abandon it for any of (lie modern 
mixtures, which I believe injure the bark. 
I am certain the injury to young trees is 
very great. My trees are now in a perfect 
condition of cleanliness and beauty. With 
regard to Bordeaux mixture. I differ from 
your correspondent. A weak solution cer¬ 
tainly checks scab on old trees, and I find 
it effective in all cases of fungoid jiests— 
Onion rust included.—F. M. G. 

Plums.— With the ever-increasing need 
for protection for Plums when in bud, 
flower, or fruit, it is always advisable in 
small plantings to use those varieties 
which are amenable to cultivation as 
cordons or whose habit Is such that very 
little growth is annually made, and so they 
are able to be grown as small bushes, that 
is, if one is unable to give them the pro¬ 
tection of a wall. I often think that 
Plums might be much more extensively 
grown, even iri small gardens, oil the lines 
indicated if tlie necessary jiroteetion could 


be given. It is such a useful fruit, as, 
given a careful selection of varieties, it 
can be had for use in various forms for at 
least four months of the year, that is, 
fresh from tlie trees, uud then there are 
several kinds which afford splendid 
material for bottling, and so extending 
the season. For bottling there is hardly 
anything to equal the old Green Gage if 
taken when it is fairly well advanced in 
the sugary stage and yet by no means dead 
ripe. This, too, is the type of Fluin that 
can be advantageously grown as a small 
tree, being very prolific from quite an early 
stage, and consequently making very little 
annual growth. Oilier dessert kinds of 
similar character, not too large and ripen¬ 
ing in succession, aie Angelina Burdett. 
Jefferson's, and Ickworth Inijieratrice, a 
further extension for cooking being made 
by tlie inclusion of Early Prolific aud 
Coe’s Late Red.—E. B. S., Hardwick. 

The finest grafting-wax.— Grafting-wax 
may be made of a great variety of sub¬ 
stances. I have tried many, all efficient, 
but the host of all Is the following :—8 oz. 
common resin, 4 oz. to G oz. methylated 
spirit, and 1 oz. of Coooanut butter (jimb- 
tibly Olive oil would answer as well). 
Melt all together in a bottle with a wide 
mouth and n lid that fits close without 
being absolutely tight. I melt on the stove, 
heating gradually at first. In the original 
recijie, given in Uahoexing Illustrated 
two or three years ago, beef suet was the 
third ingredient, but I find the vegetable 
butter excellent- This wax keeps liquid a 
long time if kept airtight after being made. 
It sets hard a day or two after applica¬ 
tion. and the growth is splendid from the 
graft. Grafts may he put on with jierfeet 
success even where the leaf is in its early 
stages of growth. I have begun as early 
as March 17th in forward seasons. Pears 
are best grafted as soon as the buds show 
signs of growth—about March 15th in 
normal seasons.—W. J. Farmer. 

Strawberry beds and borders.—Owing to un¬ 
favourable weather the cleaning and putting 
of these in order for the season have had to 
be unavoidably postponed. An eflort should 
now be made to get on with the work and 
bring it to a speedy conclusion. If yet to be 
mulched with manure, this should be wheeled 
on. spread, and then lightly pointed in. 
Deeper digging than this is to be deprecated, 
otherwise quantities of roots will be destroyed, 
which at this period would prove very harmful 
and afieet the future crop. Artificial manures 
may be used in lieu of the foregoing. Soot is 
also a good fertiliser for Strawberries. Either 
should be lightly worked into the soil, when 
rain will do tlie rest.—A. W. 

Apples and Pears promise very heavy crops, 
making it imperative to thin freely where 
fruit of the finest quality Is required. Pears 
especially, which have reached the thinning 
stage, should have all the requisite attention 
given to them, and the fruit severely thinned, 
or the trees will be over-taxed, and the crops 
sutler in consequence. Water must still ho 
plentifully supplied to all newly-planted trees, 
particularly to those that were .planted lute 
in the spring. Considerable advantage will he 
derived in retaining the moisture in the 
ground, if the soil above the roots is well 
covered with half-decayed manure or even 
Grass mowings, which may. if needful, be re¬ 
newed from time to time. 

Pot Vines.—Strong growth ie a sure indica¬ 
tion of good root-action, and where this is 
present plenty of nourishment is necessary to 
keep the Vinee in good health. If top-dressing 
has not been already done, it ought to be no 
longer delayed. Roughly-chopped loam with a 
proportionate addition of a chemical manure 
is best for this purpose. Syringing may be 
oafel.v continued until it in noticed that tlie 
berries begin to chango colour. At all times 
draughts ought to lie avoided. These aid in 
the development of. if they do not induce, 
mildew. il 1 1 fl . i i 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

THE WHITE PYRUS JAPONICA. 

A spring never passes tliat I do not enjoy 
the wondrous variety of purt? colour of the 
varieties of Pyrus japonica, and say surely 
this is the best hardy 'shrub that ever 
came from Japan. One or more of the 
white forms are very beautiful. The 


peat, as few of them are benefited by it. I 
have only once or twice had E. m eel iter ran ea. 
slightly injured by fronts in an experience of 
thirty years or more.—8. Arnott. 

Treatment of Magnolia.—I shall be much 
obliged if you will give me a little advice 
about two Magnolias which have suffered 
severely from the unusually charp winter. 
They are about 30 feet high, growing up the 
side of the house, aspect south-east. I have 
been advised not to prune hard, as it is said 
(here) to stop their flowering. The boughs are 


by you are the evergreen Magnolia gran- 
diflora, as you speak of them being bare 
except a few discoloured leaves at tlie 
ends of the shoots. A by of the deciduous 
kinds would, of course, be quite devoid of 
the old foliage till growth recommences. 
We should advise you to wait a little in 
order to see how fur the trees are likely to 
recover before attempting (o prune them 
In any way. Then, when new growth is 
1 mshed out, you will be able to estimate 



orange-reds are the most showy. Their 
use in the house as one of the best spring- 
blooming shrubs we have, needs no telling 

W. 


SOTES A\D REPLIES. 

The Mediterranean Heath.—I grow this in 
loamy soil, not too heavy, and pe:U is never 
added to the compost. There is too much 
made of the difficulty of growing these hardy 
Heaths, and nothing is more responsible for 



very long and straggling, projecting from the 
house. Now most of 'them are bare, except a 
few discoloured leaves at the end, and are 
mest unsightly. There is an occasional at¬ 
tempt at a leaf bud, only at the end, but it 
does not seem to be coming to anything, 
though the new leaves aro quite out on the 
more sheltered parts of the trees. I should be 
very glad to know what ought to be done. 
Magnolias of that size are valuable. May they 
be cut back, and when? How close may they 
be cut?—A. U., Cornwall. 

[Presumably, the Magnolias referred to 


the damage done, and, of course, cut 
away all dead wood. At the same time, 
you must bear in mind that old MngnoPas 
very much resent being cut hack hard. 
That, however, will not prevent you from 
shortening back any branch that is out of 
proportion lo the rest of the tree, but, 
generally speaking, the less pruning the 
Magnolia gets the better. It is quite jk>s- 
sihle that some shoots which appear life¬ 
less now may push Out now leaves in a 
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VEGETABLES. 

TRENCHING. 

The note by “ \V. S.“ (page 211) is very 
appropriate for the present time, when so 
imieb is being written and -said on the sub¬ 
ject of trenching. The operation is one 
that, performed by a man who understands 
Ills work, may prove, in a number of 
eases, to bo highly beneficial. On the other 
hand, it may ruin a soil for many years if 
done by a man who does not thoroughly 
understand what he is about. During the 
present season a good deal of “advice for 
amateurs” has been found in the columns 
of the lay press, and among many first 
essentials to success there laid down lias 
been those of deepdigging, two-spit digging, 
and bastard trenching. I am very much 
afraid that many gardeners, new to the 
work, will be disappointed with results. 
In ail soils the available plant food is more 
abundantly present in the first <! inches 
than lower down, and in old, poor sod 
land there is very little below that depth. 
Most plants secure the greater part of 
nourishment from the upper soil. Obvi¬ 
ously, then, to put the richer vsoil in the 
bottom of the trench, as is so often done, 
mends that food is placed beyond the reach 
of roots. Stir the under-soil and subsoil 
by all means, but at first, and for be¬ 
ginners, keep it in the bottom. Depth can 
be added to any soil by proiier cultivation 
and cropping, and liy judicious manuring. 
The process is, however, gradual, and not 
capable of accomplishment in one season. 
Many instances of injudicious trenching 
have occurred in my experience, and here 
is one of them. An enthusiast who knew 
a little of gardening thought lie would 
work wonders on a piece of land in the 
north of Cheshire. About eight years ago 
lie dug it. to a great depth, turning all tliu 
top soil into tile bottom. For years after¬ 
wards nothing would grow in any form, 
and only during the last two or three years 
has anything approaching original fertility 
of (lie soil been attained. M. 


ASPARAGUS BEDS. 

Jo tlie beds were given a good coating of 
manure, as advised last autumn, the 
material should be broken down to a line 
condition as a preparatory measure before 
covering it with a couple of Inches of fine 
soil taken from the alleys. The making 
up of I lie edges pf the lieds should be 
attended to at the same time, setting out 
the beds to their original width. If neces¬ 
sary, put new stakes at each corner at 
either end of the beds. The edging up 
should, both for the sake of appearance 
as well as'to keep them straight, be done 
with a line. It is necessary to do this 
every year, -as the resits on the sides of 
the lieds are apt to iiecome exposed as a 
result of the edges falling and washing 
down into the alleys. Where the manur¬ 
ing was omitted and the crowns are not 
deeply covered with soil, it is feared-much 
damage will have been done by the recent 
severe frost. Whether such is the ease or 
not, the manure, which should be the best 
procurable, must now lie given and spread 
over the beds after freeing them of weeds. 
As regards the dressing of the lieds with 
salt and artificial manures, this had better 
lie deferred until warmer and more settled 
weather sets in. 

New nuns.—If the forming of new beds, 
either by planting or sowing, is contem¬ 
plated, the soil preparation had better be 
undertaken at once, so that either method 
may be carried into effect when a favour¬ 
able opportunity presents itself next 
month. In either case the soil should be 
deeply stirred and enriched with manure. 
Heavy soils shouW^in additiorl he liglit- 

C.O guf 


ened by affording a dressing of old lime 
rubbish or pit sand if it can lie procured. 
Leaf-mould, if plentiful, is also valuable 
in these circumstances, as it not only 
lightens and renders the soil more suit¬ 
able, but raises its temperature, conse¬ 
quently the crowns lie warmer and drier 
during the winter, and, as a result, start 
earlier into growth in spring. If there is 
no hurry for Hie lieds to come into use, 
sowing gives by far Hie least trouble, 
which at the present juncture is a con¬ 
sideration. Planting gives the best results 
when one-year-old roots are employed. 
The time to do this is just before they 
start to grow. A gain in point of time 
over sowing in the open may be effected 
by sowing tile seel very thinly ill pots 
and raising it in genial warmth under 
glass. If two or three seeds are sown in 
medium-sized imts and the plants thinned 
down to one when it can lie seen which is 
the strongest, they are then in capital con¬ 
dition for setting out about the end of 
May. I have before now reaped most ex¬ 
cellent results by the adoption of this ex¬ 
pedient. Unless the situation of the 
garden is low and damp, the beds, which 
may lie from 3 feet to 4 feet in width, may 
be on the flat, otherwise they would be 
best raised some 0 Inches above the sur¬ 
rounding level. A. W. 

SOME COLOURED POTATOES. 
Apart from the Potato Edward VII. the 
English lieopie seem to have taken a pro¬ 
found dislike to coloured varieties. This 
dislike is not well founded; in fact, it 
amounts to nothing but prejudice, for there 
are many excellent coloured sorts, among 
them The Rector, Exhibition Red, Crimson 
Kidney, and Kerr’s Pink, 

Tlie Rector is pink, a late heavy cropiier, 
good cooker, having a splendid flavour, 
round in shape, and practically immune 
from disease. No other Potato has such 
disease-resisting i towers. Exhibition Red 
is a tine exhibition variety and red in 
colour, as indicated by the name. I have 
r.ot grown it myself, but those who have 
say that it is the finest coloured kidney 
variety ever introduced. Certainly the 
tubers have a first-class appearance, being 
very firm and smooth. They cook splen¬ 
didly and the flesh is white. Crimson 
Kidney is a variety that I thought was the 
last word in Potatoes of its kind, hut Ex¬ 
hibition Red Seems to have stepi>ed in be¬ 
fore it,‘although for excellence the latter 
Is run very closely. It is as good a cooker 
and yields well, but the flesh is yellow. 
Crimson Kidney is well adapted for grow¬ 
ing on light soils. Kerr's Pink is a good 
cropper of fair quality, although not so 
good as many of the white varieties in this 
respect, and cannot, in my opinion, touch 
those coloured sorts mentioned above. The 
variety is a late one, round, with a shallow 
eye; when cooked it is not usually very 
floury. 

There are several varieties, including 
Cardinal, Edgecote Purple, Emperor, Gar¬ 
den Favourite, Prize taker, Purple Eyes, 
that have some very good points, and two 
others that merit attention. These are 
Edzell Blue and Golden Wonder. The 
latter, a nniincrop kidney and an excel¬ 
lent variety of splendid flavour, 1ms a 
yellowish skin netted with brown. Edzell 
Blue is a round early sort, a good cooker 
of excellent flavour, said to be resistant to 
wart disease, and can therefore be planted 
on infected ground. Both varieties are 
good croppers. M. 


VOTES AND REfLIES. 

Vegetable crops at a standstill.—Can you 
kindly help me with suggestions as to the 
failure of vegetable seedlings to make any pro¬ 
gress after germination? The seeds appear to 


germinate—‘though not particularly well—but 
after the seed leaves have appeared above the 
soil no further progress is made for weeks. 
The vegetables to which I refer are Brassicas 
(of kinds), Lettuces, and Parsnips particularly. 
The so.il—last year Grass land used as a 
poultry-run -is a sandy loam, recently dug. 
hut not manured. During the recent dry spell 
the seed beds were watered frequently. The 
change in the weather has not. led to any 
noticeable improvement, though one would 
have thought the last week or ten days would 
have been ideal growing weather. Would old 
seed behave in this way, or would deep sowing 
have the effect described? In any case, can any¬ 
thing be done now? Many thanks for interest¬ 
ing and enlightening article on "The swarm¬ 
ing of bees” in last week’s issue. I have 
started with one hive, and shall look for your 
interesting notes weekly.— C. C., Jtromlcy. 

[The only thing we can suggest ns being 
likely to cause the various subjects named 
by you to fail in making further progress 
after they reach a certain stage of growth 
is that the soil when the seed bed was 
being prepared was not made sufficiently 
linn. A loose root-bold, coupled with a 
dry time, produces precisely the effects 
described by you on Brassicas; in fact, 
on vegetable crops in general. We cannot 
lie positive that this is so in your ease, 
seeing we have no specimens of the plants 
to help us in arriving at a conclusion, but 
we have this season frequently had to 
caution allotment holders and point out 
the evil results arising therefrom if this 
matter is overlooked or does not receive 
proiier attention. In giving this opinion 
we are assuming that other cultural de¬ 
tails, such as digging and manuring of the 
soil, have had due attention.] 

The-Tree Onion. —This variety of the 
Onion used to grow wild on the sand dunes, 
fringing some of tlie beaches of the North 
Island of New Zealand. I do not know 
whether it had been washed up from a 
wreck or was indigenous to the country. 
It used lo be cultivated in tlie gardens, 
but for some reason or other lost favour, 
cultivators preferring the larger and 
stronger - flavoured varieties. Potato 
Onions- were also quite common, as well as 
another Onion much grown by the Chinese 
vegetable hawkers and gardeners. I do 
not know its name, but the first year it 
grew into a fair-sized bulb, then if planted 
in the early spring tlie outside leaves ap¬ 
peared to rot away, and dozens of tiny 
green Onions appeared. These were sold 
as spring Onions, and were very delicate 
in flavour. It was, I suppose, a variety 
of the Potato Onion. Tlie small, green 
Onions were used ns sets, and produced 
Iaige bulbs of good flavour. I never saw 
Hie bulbs flower or produce seed in any 
way.—II. T. C. 

Runner Beans.—I hear on all hands liow 
difficult it is this season to obtain sticks or 
rods for Runner Beans owing to their increase 
in price. Coir yarn, a rough, stringy sub¬ 
stance, forms a good substitute, however, for 
sticks, and if a cross frame-work of wood can 
bo erected, it is not an expensive matter to tie 
lengths of yarn to it, pegging these into the soil. 
Where Runner Beans cannot be grown, the 
dwarfs, like Canadian Wonder, are a very good 
second, lake up little room, and, if sown in 
May on well-manured ground are wonderful 
croppers.—W. F. D. , 

Onion Brown Globe.—The globular type of 
Onion is, I think, superior to that of a flat 
character, for the bulbs are deeper, and for 
this reason give more weight. One of the best 
keepers is Brown Globe, which runs the red 
varieties very closely in this respect. Much, 
however, depends upon whether seed of a well- 
selected strain can be obtained. It always 
pays to give an enhanced price for such, and 
in the caye of Brown Globe a really good selec¬ 
tion grows difficult to obtain. In the case of 
Onions—indeed, of many vegetables—a variety 
is apt to get a bad name from not being closely 
selected.— A Scottish Gardem.s. 
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THE WEEK'S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

Is bloom May 29th. — Wistarias, Clematis (in 
variety). Honeysuckles, Laburnums, Lilacs, 
single and double Thorns v Chestnuts, Pyni8 
Malua (in variety), Prunus (in variety), 
Japanese Cherries, Ribea (in variety), Berberis 
(m great variety), Staphylea colcliica. Mag¬ 
nolias (in variety), Rhododendrons (in variety). 
Azaleas (in variety), Kerria japonica, Cydo- 
nias (in variety), Deutziaa (in variety), 
lialesia tetraptera (Snowdrop-tree), Cytisus (in 
variety). Viburnums (in variety), Spiraea 
argnta, S. confusa, S. Thunbergi, Daphnes (in 
variety). Cornua florida, Andromcdas (in 
variety), Osmanthus Delavayi, Lily of the 
Valley, Polygala Chamzebuxus (in variety), 
Cvtoneastcrs, Lupins (in variety), Doroni- 
cums, Diccntra spectabilis (Bleeding Heart), 
Delphinium nudicaule, Chrysogonum virgini- 
anum, Arnebia echioides, Ncpeta Mussini, 
Oeums (in variety), Cardamine digitata, 
Heuchcras (in variety), Potcntillas (in variety), 
Polyanthus (in variety). Forget-me-not (in 
many shades of colour). Tufted Pansies (in 
great variety), Gatania splendcns, East 
Lothian Stock, Street Peas, Darwin and Cot¬ 
tage Tulips (in many colours). Tulip species, 
Camassia, Muscari (Grape Hyacinths) (in great 
variety). Iris (many species and varieties). 
Asphodel us subalpinus pyrcnaicus, Anemones 
(in great variety), Fritillaria Meleagris (in 
variety). Ranunculus speciosus fl.-pl., Ixioli- 
rion tataricum, Eremurus himalaicus, Mer- 
tensia virginica, M. echioides, Matthiola vale- 
siaca, Tiarella cordifolia (the Foam-flower), 
Pulmonaria officinalis. Corydalis (in variety), 
Thalictrums (in variety), Pentstemon David- 
toni, P. Sc outer i, Epimediums (in variety), 
Lotus (in variety), Aquilegias (in variety), 
Narcissus pocticua (single and double), Tril¬ 
lium grandiflorum, Gentiana acaulis, G. verna, 
Arcnariaa (in variety), Morisia hypogaea, 
Aubrietias (in great variety), Hutchinaia 
nlpina. Saxifrages (t'n variety), Androsaces, 
Silene Hookeri, Oxalis (in variety), Drytis 
octopctala . Alftinc Phloxes (in great variety), 
Veronica filiformis, Auriculas (in variety), 
Draba Aieoon, D. bruniaefolia, Armeria exspi- 
tosa. Campanula pulla, Haberlca rhodopensis, 
Hamondia pyrcnaica, Omphalodes cappadocica, 
hardy Primulas (in variety), Dianthus Napo¬ 
leon III., Lychnis (in variety), JEihionemas, 
Cheiranthus (in variety), single and double 
Arabia, Ourisia coccinea, Meconopsia (in 
variety), Trollius (Globe-flower) (in variety), 
Achilleas (in variety). Genista pilosa, Hyperi¬ 
cum reptanp. Thymus (in variety), Saponaria 
orymoidcs, Wahlenbcrgia scrpyllifolia, Wald- 
ttcinia J ragariuides, IK. trifolia, Onosma 
tauricum (Golden Drop), Cotyledon simplici- 
folius, Gnaphalium trinerre, Gypsophilas, 
Houstonia ccerulea, lberis (in variety), Lewisia 
Howelli, Linariaa (in variety), Erinus alpinus, 
Sednma (in variety), Lithospermum prostra- 
tum, L. p. Heavenly Blue, Iceland and Oriental 
Poppies, Rodgersia palmata. Rheum palmatum, 
Remerocallis, Calthas (in variety), Ranunculus 
Lingua, Aponogeton distachyon, Periwinkles, 
Sweet Violets (in shady spots). 

The week’s work. —The hot weather and dry¬ 
ing winds of the past week have parched the 
ground, and much watering is again neces¬ 
sary. Pentstemons. Phloxes. Delphiniums, and 
Pyrethrums require an abundance of water in 
dry weather, and where practicable such bed6 
should be top-dreseed with short dung. The 
hoe should be used frequently, especially after 
water is applied. Beds containing seeds of 
biennials and perennials require sprinkling 
every evening until the seedlings are well 
through the ©oil. The planting of all summer- 
flowering plants should be completed as soon 
as possible, remembering the season at its best 
is only a short one. Give every plant all the 
facilities possible for making a good start 
Dahlias raised from seed, cuttings, or tubers 
should now be planted in mixed borders or 
beds which have been prepared for them. 

Sweet Pras are making good progress, and 
it is necessary to train the leading shoots sc 
that they will grow in the right direction 
Where the soil is dry, watering must be. re 
sorted to, but it should be remembered that 
excess of water will result in a too vigorous 
growth and coarse flowejC^If soot was dot in- 
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corporated with the eurtaceeoil previous to 
planting, a dressing of this should be placed 
around the plants now. Soot is rather slow in 
its effect, its chief value lying in imparting 
brilliancy to the flowers, but its application 
should not be overdone, or it will produce a 
gross habit in the plants. Roses in various 
aspects are now producing strong growths. 
Endeavour to keep them clean of insect pests. 
Maggots require to be sought often, or they 
will disfigure the foliage. Green-fly can be 
kept under by spraying the plants with 
Quassia compound. Frequent aeration of the 
soil and sprinkling with artificial manure, 
which in dry weather should be well watered 
in, will stimulate growth in all Roses. The 
climbers on poles or other supports will need 
the strongest growths secured, but do not 
give too severe attention to this detail, or 
much of the natural beauty of the plants will 
be marred. F. W. Gallop. 

Lilforcl Ball Gardens, Oundlc, Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Sweet Peas.—The earliest set-out plants 
must be protected from slugs by* dusting lime 
frequently ou either side of the rows. Later- 
planted batches, which have been supported 
for the time being with spray cut from the 
tops of the stakes, should now be finally 
staked. Those sown direct into the ground 
should also be moulded up and staked. A 
final sowing may now be made. These plants 
will yield a late supply of bloom, which will 
prove useful for cutting. 

Bedding out.—This may now bo undertaken 
generally, as frost is hardly to be expected 
after this date. The hardier of the various 
subjects should be got out first, and those of 
a tender nature—Dahlias included—left till 
last. Half-hardy annuals may also be planted, 
and to render them fully effective employ 
them in good bold groups and set them out 
sufficiently close together that when in flower 
the ground may be well covered. Antir¬ 
rhinums should, if not already done, also be 
planted, and if a long border is to be filled 
with them, which is a very effective way of 
making a display, set out each variety in good 
bold blocks and arrange the colours so that 
they harmonise one with the other. Hardy 
annuals can, now that the soil is moist, be 
effectively thinned. Allow each plant space 
for full development, as this is the only way 
of getting the most out of these beautiful fre-e- 
flowering subjects and ensure their blooming 
over a long period. Another good sowing of 
Mignonette of both the large-flowered and 
common variety should now be mode, and as 
soon as the plants are well above ground thin 
to a good distance apart, so that, each may 
become a good specimen. Plants in large 
pots and tubs of Hydrangeas, Agapanthus, 
Chrysanthemums, Lilies, Ivy-leaved and Zonal 
Pelargoniums, Lantanae. Myrtles, Lemon- 
scented Verbena, and the like, may, if duly 
hardened, also be placed in position by the 
side of walks and appropriate spots on lawns. 

Rose garden.—The soil in beds and borders 
should be vigorously hoed. Where Violas are 
to form a groundwork for the Roses, the same 
can then be planted without further delay. 
A sharp look out for maggot must be kept, 
looking the bushes over frequently, or many 
flower-buds may be partially or wholly de¬ 
stroyed. 

Tomatoes. —For training against fruit walls, 
outbuildings, and fences, the plants, if they 
have been duly hardened, may now be safely 
planted. For the open ground, it is just as 
well to wait another week before doing so, 
but stakes may be driven in where they are 
to be planted, and, if requisite, compost mixed 
for the purpose in the interval. Indoor Toma¬ 
toes will now require every assistance, both 
in the way of top-dressings and manurial 
waterings. When grown in pots stood upon a 
stage, some of the compost may be placed on 
the latter and around the pots. The roots will 
quickly take possession of it, when more may 
be applied. This is of great benefit to plants 
heavily laden with fruit. The tying of suc¬ 
cessions! plants must be duly attended to, 
and pinch out lateral growths as fast as they 
appear. Plants set out in pits should be 


stopped to make them break. From three to 
four shoots on each plant are usually neces¬ 
sary to ensure the space at command being 
well covered. These growths are )>est sup¬ 
ported on something which will keep them 
clear of the soil, such as long litter or the 
upper portions of old Pea ©ticks. The fruits, 
as they set and 6well off, will then bo out of 
the reach of slugs. Afford plants in bearing in 
other structures as much relief as possible by 
gathering the fruits as fast as they begin to 
change colour. If laid on a shelf in full suu 
they quickly finish up. 

Forced Mint and Tarragon.—The pots nud 
boxes containing roots of these should, unless 
the plants are quite exhausted, be stood where 
they will experience plenty of light, and be 
well looked after in the way of watering, and 
afforded a stimulant now and again to en¬ 
courage a new and free growth. When estab¬ 
lished in this way the plants respond much 
more readily when placed in warmth in the 
winter or early spring than fresh-lifted roots. 

Chervil.—When in continuous demand, sow¬ 
ings should be made at short intervals to en¬ 
sure an abundance of green leaves. As 
Chervil quickly runs to seed in hot weather, 
summer sowings are bent made on a border 
facing north. Home-saved seed is the most 
reliable in the event of its being necessary to 
raise plants as quickly as possible. A point 
should, therefore, bo made of allowing a cer¬ 
tain number of plants to go to seed each year, 
harvesting the seed as soon as ripe. 

Autumn-sown Onions.—After the welcome 
rains which have fallen, these should grow 
apace. To assist growth strew a small quantity 
of sulphate of ammonia between the rows. 

Early Cauliflowers.—These must be assisted 
either with a liquid or artificial stimulant, so 
that no check to growth shall occur. These 
will turn in in time for Celeriac to be planted 
as a sucoeesional crop. 

Long-rooted Beet. Directly the plants are 
of a sufficient size thin them to 9 inches apart 
in the rows, and then well hoe the ground. If 
birds are troublesome sprinkle the leaves 
when moist either with stale soot or Tobacco 
powder. 

General work.—Turnips will now require 
thinning, and after the recent rains the flea- 
beetle should, for a time, at any rate, give 
little or no trouble. Make eucceeeional sow¬ 
ings, and endeavour to get the seedlings into 
good growth before hot, dry weather is likely 
to set- in again. With the advent of min slugs 
will put in an appearance and prove very de¬ 
structive unless measures are taken to cope 
with them. Lime and soot or lime and finely- 
sifted cinder ashes mixed together are good 
remedies, but it is useless to only dress once. 
It must be frequently renewed to be of real 
service until drier weather again sets in. The 
staking of Peas must be done before the plants 
mako too much growth and topple over. 
When this occurs the plants never lay hold of 
and climb the sticks properly afterwards. 
Take advantage of the ground being moist to 
get all Cabbages, Cauliflowers, or anything 
else of a similar nature planted out. After 
the heads of spring Cabbages are cut remove 
a few of the older leaves, dress the ground 
with an artificial, and then stir it with a hoe. 
A fine crop of CoUards will then quickly re¬ 
sult. 

Outdoor Seakalc. This being over for the 
season, the mounds of soil or ashes, as the 
ca/*e may be. should be removed and laid in 
ridges between and clear of the rows of plants. 
Cut down close to the ground all root stocks 
which have not yet had attention, and cover 
each with a handful of ashes. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Fruit-trees on walls.—The shoots of these, 
owing to the milder weather, are glowing 
freely, and disbudding should be brought to 
a close by the removal of all those shoots that 
will not be required next season. The fruits 
have now arrived at a sufficient size that par¬ 
tial thinning may be carried out. A fair 
average crop for a healthy tree to develop is 
one fruit to each square foot of space. In 
detenpming the* crop, the habit of the parti- 
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cular variety should be taken into account, 
whether the individual fruits are large or 
email, and, in addition, the health of the indi¬ 
vidual tree should be considered. Young and 
vigorous trees may be allowed to carry more 
than others, but even in this ease over-crop¬ 
ping is not to be recommended, as it invari¬ 
ably results in unfruitfulness later on. Nec¬ 
tarines may 1)« left a little closer than 
Peaches. Apricots, likewise, should he thinned 
without delay, for by this time most of the 
imperfectly fertilised fruits will have fallen. 
The stoning is always a severe test of the 
strength and vigour of the tree, and in the 
case of Apricots it is specially neceesary to 
thin carefully. The final thinning of the fruit 
should take place immediately the stoning is 
over. Cherries have set remarkably well, tlie 
weather having been exceptionally favourable. 
Where the fruits ore too numerous, t lie 
clusters should be partly reduced, removing 
first any malformed fruits. Prompt attention 
to this will promote the growth of those that 
remain, causing them to have increased and 
permanent vigour. Plums are a much lighter 
crop, and will require but little, if any. 
thinning. 

Hippeastrums. — These are sometimes 
neglected after they have flowered, but this 
should not be permitted. It is an excellent 
plan to plunge the pots in a cold-frame con¬ 
taining light loam or Cocoa-fibre refuse, leav¬ 
ing them there until the leaves of the bulbs 
fade. 1 plunge the pots until the rims are 
buried, and occasional waterings suffice after¬ 
wards. In the autumn it is usually found 
that numbers of the roots have gone over the 
side? o-f the pots in eearch of food. Hippeas¬ 
trums must not be coddled, but the frames 
may be closed at night for a few weeks, leav¬ 
ing a little air on after that time. Cuttings 
of 

Winter-flowering Begonias may be inserted 
a? they become ready. These are- often found 
to be freer in growth than the earlier-rooted 
ones. Plants raised at this date are very 
useful for growing in small pots. They should 
be grown in a house or pit where a moderate 
temperature is maintained, and where the 
young plants may receive plenty of shade. 
Early-struck cuttings should be encouraged to 
make free growth by repotting them as often 
m the roots require more room. Yellow thrip 
is sometimes troublesome, and as a preventive 
the house or pit should bo lightly fumigated 
occasionally. The welcome change in the 
weather has done much to improve the crops. 
Slight applications of artificial manures may 
now be frequently made with advantage, and 
the surface soil should be frequently hoed. 
Continue as becomes necessary do thin the 
various crops. Make the final sowing of 

Broad Windsor Beans in a cool portion of 
the garden. Plants raised earlier in the 
season and now flowering should have the 
points of the growths pinched out imme¬ 
diately a good crop of pods is assured. 
Should black aphis put in an appearance, 
syringe the growths with a solution of soft 
soap or some equally reliable remedy. 

Brussels Sprouts. There should be no de¬ 
lay in getting out the plants for the main 
crop. The j e plants to do them well need good 
culture, and the ground should have been 
well prepared in the winter. Plant in drills 
drawn at 2 feet 6 inches apart, and allow the 
same distance between the plants. The space 
between the rows may for the next two 
months be occupied with Lettuce or Spinach, 
but this should he cleared quickly, aud not 
allowed to run to seed. 

Coleworts should be sown now for early 
winter supplier. The ground for this crop 
should not be too rich, a? the plants require 
to be grown as hardy and short-jointed as 
|HJs?ihle. A sowing of Christmas Drumhead 
Cabbage, a valuable winter Cabbage, may also 
be made now. The plant* should be set out in 
rows 18 inches apart, allowing 1 foot between 
tho plants in the rows. 

Cauliflowers planted early are afforded 
liberal supplies of liquid manure, and will 
noon be ready for cutting. The varieties are 
Firet Crop and Magnum JBonum. Other varie¬ 
ties that will follow quickly are Snowball. 
Walcheren, aud Early London. Further 
plantations of Ea/Ty^jomlon will le made for 
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use in August, and these will be succeeded by 
Autumn Giant. Frequent sowings of 

Turnips should now he made, choosing a 
part of the garden which is sheltered from 
strong sunshine. Turnips require liberal sup¬ 
plies of water during dry weather to promote 
a quick growth. Red Globe is one of the best 
varieties for present sowing. Young Turnips 
sown a month ago should be carefully thinned 
to 9 inches apart. If the fly is troublesome, 
dust the plants lightly with soot in the early 
morning while the foliage is still damp. A 
good sowing of stump-rooted 

Carrots will be made now to afford supplies 
through the winter. Scarlet .Model is one of 
the best varieties for this sowing. Seeds of 
early varieties may be sown as late as the 
middle of July on a warm border which has 
been prepared for the purpose, and which may 
have been previously occupied with Lettuce. 
If the Carrot-fly should prove troublesome, 
frequent dustings of soot should bo applied 
to make the plants as distasteful to the in¬ 
sects as possible, or liberal waterings of soot- 
water may be given with equally good re¬ 
sults. 

Vegetable Marrows. The lights and frames 
may now be removed from those plants which 
have been fruiting for tho pn*»t month or six 
weeks. Thin out the shoots and give a good 
surface dressing of loam and half-decayed 
manure. Peg out the growths, and keep the 
plants well supplied with wafer, with occa¬ 
sional doses of diluted liquid-manure. Under 
this treatment the plants will continue to 
bear freely until the autumn. Later-raised 
plants may now lie safely planted in a fairly 
open part of the garden. They are very 
useful for covering large rubbish-heaps or any 
unsightly places, but it is advisable to give 
them a good start by placing a reasonable 
quantity of good half-decayed manure under 
the roots when planting. 

Tomatoes may now bo safely planted out. 
If wall space is available, better results may 
be obtained by placing the plants at a 
distance of 18 inches apart, and training them 
to single stems, than by planting in an open 
border. When the plants are well established, 
liberal supplies of manure-water should be 
given to aeeuat them to grow freely. 

F. W. Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Winter-flowering Zonal Pelargoniums.—If 

these are not already in their flowering-pots, 
they ought to be attended to as soon as pos¬ 
sible. Generally speaking, pots 5 inches or 
6 inches iu diameter will be the best for 
ordinary purposes. If too much root space be 
given growth is apt to be too prolonged, and 
will not ripen thoroughly before tlio plants 
are required. Pot very firmly, using good, 
sound loam with a little leaf-mould and the 
merest sprinkling of sand. The pots may 
either be placed on an ash bottom in cold- 
frames or on an ash bed in the open---prefer¬ 
ably the latter. In any case, they must be 
fully exposed to the hiiii. and the watering 
should be scrupulously attended to. Pick off 
tho flower-buds as they form, and at intervals, 
when growth has made some progress, assist 
the plants with liquid-manure. 

Cinerarias.—The earliest lot is now in 3-inch 
pots. These are plunged to the rim in a cold- 
frame which does no>t at any time receive an 
excessive amount of sun. Watering is done 
carefully. Regular shifts will be given as pro¬ 
gress is made. 

Herbaceous Calceolarias. A good sowing 
may now be made at any time to provide 
plants for next season. The best way is to fill 
a pan fairly firmly with light soil, on the top 
of which a little silver eand is scattered. 
After the seed is sown merely press it into 
the soil without covering. A sheet of ob¬ 
scured glass placed over the pan will prevent 
the soil from extremes of moisture, and hasten 
germination. As soon as the seedlings ore 
noticed remove the glass, otherwise damping 
may ensue. In pricking off do not discard the 
smaller plants in favour of such as have a 
more robU6t. growth, for the former, almost 
certainly, will produce the best-coloured 
blooms. 


General greenhouse work.—The houses have 
been overhauled during the week and refilled 
with fresh plants, these taking the place of 
Primulas, Pelargoniums, Cinerarias, and such 
like, now past their best. The new occupants 
include double-flowering Begonias and two- 
year-old plants of Zonal Pelargoniums, which, 
with Btatice profuse, and a selection of other 
flowering plants, may bo relied "upon to keep 
the houses gay until autumn is well advanced. 
Some more use is being made of Coleuses than 
ha? hitherto been the case, these being bright, 
lasting, and entailing but little work. 

Tomatoes. Another good batch ha* been 
put into the fruiting pots during the week. 
More of these than usual are being grown. 
Apart from aji occasional tie-in, the removal 
of side-shoots, anl the needful watering, 
Tomatoes are not exacting plants to grow. 
The compost for the Anal petting consisted of 
loam, a dash of lime,‘and plenty of wood 
ashes. No sand was given, and potting was 
done very firmly, sufficient space being left for 
top-dressing at a later date. 

Peaches and Nectarines in pots.—These 
have been allowed to come away almost, natur¬ 
ally, and at present thinning and disbudding 
are being seen to. Both operations are done 
by degrees, and in the ease of thinning suffi¬ 
cient fruits are left to give a, margin for drop¬ 
ping at stoning. As soon as this i-3 over, the 
fruits will be thinned down to the proper 
number. Regular (twice a day) syringing is 
now the rule, and no lack of root moisture is 
allowed. 

Figs.—These, now growing strongly, are 
being regularly given chemical manure in 
solution. Figs under glass may be given more 
concentrated food than almost any other fruit, 
and the atmosphere may, with advantage, be 
kept, pleasantly moist by damping the paths 
occasionally or by using the syringe. 

ICardy fruit-trees arc now in full bloom all 
over. The display of flower is, perhaps, net 
quite so lavish as is generally the case, still 
there is a good promise of fruit. The only 
drawback is tho prevalence of bitter east 
winds, which teem in this district to be asso¬ 
ciated with the month of May, more especi¬ 
ally with its close. Han l-fertilisation is being 
carried out a* far as is found possible in the 
cave of wall and of dwarf-trained trees, as in¬ 
sects are not yet, owing to the cold, numerous. 

Hardy-flower borders. Further progress 
was made during the week with the staking of 
hardy plants. Tho first, clean-up of the season 
among borders of considerable size and ex¬ 
tent takes some time, hut, if regularly 
attended to afterwards, they can be kept tidy 
with but little labour. 

Vegetable garden.- During the week Curly 
Kale which had gone to flower was cleared off, 
and the quarter which it occupied was at 
once prepared for late Peas. Trenches 2 feet 
wide and 18 inches in depth were opened at 
distances of 5 feet, and after a good dressing 
of rotted stable manure was worked into the 
hot-torn, the greater part of the soil was re¬ 
turned to the trenches, trodden firmly, and 
levelled in readiness for sowing at. a later date. 
For present sowing Autocrat, is a good Pen, 
and one which resists mildew very well. So, 
too, is Walker's Perpetual Beater, a variety 
which, if now of some antiquity, gives a good 
account of itself. Such lines as needed sup¬ 
ports were attended to. and between these 
sowings of Victoria Spinach were made. This 
variety is superior to the ordinary form of 
round Spinach. A further line o-f Broad Beans 
was planted. Climbing French Beane may now 
bo .freely sown. These are heavy bearers, and 
give huge crops of pods for preserving. These 
Beans have ousted the Scarlet Runner from 
these gardens. Further sowings of the dwarf 
Negro Long-pod were made; Salsafy was sown 
in soil which was not recently manured; a 
further, and final, sowing of Beet (Cheltenham 
Green Top) was put in; and a few more lines 
of Carrots were sown. A small quarter cleared 
of Spinach Beet was turned over and refilled 
with Potatoes, of which some 6€<h1 tubers of 
Up to Date had been left from the general 
planting. Suooeesional sowings of Lettuces, 
etc., are being maintained as becomes needful. 

□ rigir il fr. w. mcguffog. 

ara.ru. 
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BEES. 

TAKING SWARMS. 

When bees are kept in skeps it is difficult 
to prevent them swarming, but it is quite 
easy to take the swarms. When the bees 
are noticed to be crowding about the en¬ 
trance to the hive prepare a spare step. 
Cleanse it thoroughly and allow the sun 
to shine into it for a day or two. Keep 
a watch upon the bees, and when they 
swarm notice where they settle. If the 
day is very hot a few handfuls of water 
splashed upwards among the bees will 
generally hurry the settling. When all 
have settled and are hanging in a quiet 
mass is the time to think about taking the 
swarm. Protect the head with a bee veil 
and hat. llub the inside of the sleep with 
a little honey and hold it upside down close 
underneath the swarm, Brush the bees 
lightly into it with a soft brush or shake 
the branch (if it is a thin one). This must 
be done quickly and firmly so as to deposit 
all the bees in the empty skep, cover 
rapidly with a clean sheet, and carry the 
skep to the place where it is to remain. 
Some persons leave the sheet wrapined 
around the skep until the evening, when 
it is gently removed. This effectually im¬ 
prisons the bees, and if the weather is very 
hot prevents them reswarming. Ily the 
next morning they will have settled down 
and accepted their new quarters. This is 
the old-fashioned method I learnt years 
ago. and I have never known it fail. At 
that time it was quite a usual thing for me 
to take the honey from a hundred hives 
during the season; but, naturally, the 
yield from skep hives is never so great as 
from frames. My bees were always 
healthy, and, ns I never "smoked” them 
when taking the honey, they were not bad- 
tempered. T. C. 

CURRENT WORK FOR BEE-KEEPERS. 
The bee-keeper’s duties during June are 
very similar to those of May—namely, 
attention to swarming (which in England 
becomes more general than in May) and 
the provision of additional siqiers as those 
already on become full. Some people re¬ 
move full su]iers and replace them by 
empty ones, or even withdraw full shallow 
frames one by one and insert empty ones, 
or the same ones extracted, iii their places. 
Thus the honey is dealt with at once, in¬ 
stead of being left and extracted at one 
operation at the end of the season. Honey 
isalways more easily extracted immediately 
the crates or frames are taken from the 
hives. The only advantage of this latter 
method Is that it saves much “tiering,” 
if the bees are working well and continue 
strong, without throwing off swarms. If 
section crates are used, the filled sections 
ate withdrawn, empty ones are put into 
the gaps, and the whole restocked crate 
taken back to the hive. When crates or 
individual frames are removed a large 
carbolic cloth is essential for covering the 
removed crates or frames as they are 
taken off and set down in a carrier, while 
the hive is being closed up again. Other¬ 
wise. the flying bees cannot be got rid of 
before carrying I lie frames indoors for 
extracting. A large, not too stiff, feather 
is necessary for brushing the bees off the 
separate shallow frames. To set a super- 
clearer the previous evening underneath 
the crate to be removed Is the simplest 
way, but some bee-keepers do ns mentioned 
above. With sections, the clearer must be 
used. The non-clearor method is con¬ 
sidered by many a troublesome job, though 
in this year of sugar shortage it is likely 
to be adopted in order to get the honey as 
quickly as possible on the market, at its 
present high price, 0*40 get it into use in 
the home to save -ugar ^ O I C' 


It is an undoubted fact that from the 
arrival of William the Conqueror's forces 
at the Norman Conquest dated the gradual 
decline of the making of mead—the drink 
of our Saxon forefathers. The Con¬ 
queror’s retainers brought with them 
foreign drinks from the juice of the Graiie. 
The more recent introduction of malt and 
other liquors unfortunately contributed to 
the more complete ousting of mead- 
milking, which has almost become a lost art. 
However, inasmuch as the summer months 
of June and July provide the most suit¬ 
able temperature for mead-making, 1 
venture to submit the following recipe (of 
tile Rev. G. W. Bancks) for the benefit 
of those who wish to try this wholesome 
and novel drink :—2 lb. to 4 lb. of honey, 
according to the strength of wine required, 
to every gallon of boiling water, with the 
rind of two Lemons. Pour into a iierfectly 
clean cask. When lukewarm add a little 
brewer’s yeast or a little ferment. Cover 
the bung-hole, and let it stand until fer¬ 
mentation ceases. Then bung up tightly. 
Bottle off after six mouths at least. To 
ensure thorough fermentation, add 5 o/.. 
each of phosphate of ammonia and cream 
of tartar to a 9 gallon cask. Mead, like 
all good wines, improves by keeping. It 
is said to resemble champagne in colour 
and sparkle, though it loses its fizz in ess 
at once on being poured into a glass, but 
its taste is unique, peculiar, and most 
agreeable._ 11. R. Ii. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Daffodils not flowering (S. G .).—The Nar¬ 
cissus family is so large and the species so 
variable that no one treatment can be meted 
out for all. We are pleased. therefore, you 
specify a few kinds, for in this way our reply 
can be equally definite. Of the four kinds 
named in your letter two only are suitable to 
permanent planting—viz., princep© and Barri 
conspicuus. The others—Golden Spur and ob- 
vallaris—should be lifted each year in July, 
and replanted the first, week of September or 
earlier. Double Daffodils and Jonquils should 
be treated in the same way. Other kinds for 
permanent planting are: maximus (planted 
6 inches deep in heavy soil). Emperor, Empress, 
Sir Watkin, Horsfieldi, Grandee, most of the 
single incomparabilis, ornatus, together with 
the old single Pheasant’s-eye, and the double 
Poet’s Narcissus. All the poetictis kinds are 
impatient of much disturbance, by reason of 
their nearly evergreen and certainly con¬ 
tinuous root action. With the exception of 
maximus and these Poet’s kinds, the others 
named should be lifted every third year. At 
such times a fresh spot, removed from large 
tree roots, and well dug and manured (the 
manure placed deeply below the bulbs) should 
be selected. 

FKU1T. 

Treatment of Raspberries (Mrs. Gillett ).— 
Given good cultivation, a plantation of Rasp¬ 
berries will go on yielding satisfactory crops 
of fruit for a good many years, but there 
comes a time when, in spite of all care, eigne 
of exhaustion, both in the size and quality of 
'the fruit and growth, become visible, which 
may be taken as an indication that the time 
has arrived for the making of a new planta¬ 
tion. There is no set time as to when renewal 


I becomes necessary, but, as a rule, gardeners 
replant when mattere are satisfactory every 
, ten or twelve years, and do not wait until 
I deterioration sete in before doing eo. Seeing 
that the plantation in question has been in 
| existence for such a number of years, we con¬ 
sider the advice tendered you to be worthy of 
consideration. The season is. of course, too 
far advanced to put the advice into practice 
now, but in the autumn we certainly advise 
you to take steps to form a new plantation in 
another part of the garden. Deeply dig and 
thoroughly manure the soil to a depth of at 
least 2 feet beforehand. It is always a good 
plan to buy in new canes for the purpose, as 
a change of stock invariably produces benefi¬ 
cial results. 

Peach leaves, injury to (E. Leslie ).—The 
leaves you send are what is known as blistered. 
This is due to cold, cutting winds. The only 
remedy is to pull off the bad leaves. In a few 
weeks, given more genial weather, the trees 
will cease to bear 6uch leaves, and the subse¬ 
quent growth will be healthy, though in 6ome 
seasons the damage is sufficient to injure the 
crop. The best way to avoid this trouble is to 
grow the trees on a wall that has the least ex¬ 
posure to such cold winds and to protect with 
blinds or fish-netting. Leaf-blister is more 
prevalent in some seasons than others, and the 
more ungenial and cold the spring the worse 
is the attack. If the weather is cold and wet 
we should strongly advise you to efficiently 
protect your trees in the way advised above. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Destroying ants (Peach ).—If you can find 
the nest, opening it and pouring in boiling 
water will soon settle the business. If the 
nest be in a position where it cannot be 
reached, the ants may be trapped wholesale by 
taking a garden-pot, ©topping up the hole at 
the bottom, and turning it upside down near 
the centre of the neat; then water the ground 
round the nest well and frequently. The ante 
will soon begin to remove their nest to the 
shelter of the pot, which, in the course of a 
week of two, will be found full of ants and 
their nest. The pot and it© content© oan then 
be thrown into boiling water. If the nest is 
in such a position that this plan cannot be 
adopted, you must persevere in trapping the 
ant© with piece© of eponge soaked in treacle, 
or treacle spread on pieces of tile, slate, etc., 
saucers of 6ugar-and-water, etc. Chloride of 
lime, paraffin, or diluted carbolic acid, thrown 
about their haunt©, may drive them away. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

Joseph Redmond. —1, The only way is to 
persevere in chopping up w r ith the hoe tho 
growths as they appear. 2. "Common Weeds 
of the Farm and Garden,” by H. C. Long. 
Smith, Elder, and Co., 15, Waterloo-place, 

London, W.C.- Mrs. Macfarlane .—See reply 

to "Peach,” re “Destroying ants,” above.- 

J. L., page 310.—See note on “ Dried Haricots 
and Peas,” in our issue of June 2nd, page 298, 
col. 2. 


NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants.— IF. Grant .—Spirtea pruni- 

folia.- H. M .—Spiraea caneacene.- R. V. 

Ferroll. —1, Limnanthes Douglasi; 2, Veronica 
sp., specimen too peer to name with any cer¬ 
tainty. Exmouth. —1, The Star of Bethlehem 

(Ornithogalum nutans); 2, Specimen insuffi¬ 
cient; 3. Weigela rosea variegata; 4, Weigela 

rosea; 5. Cotoncaster horizontalis.- Cress .— 

The common Winter Cress (Barbarea vulgaris), 
not edible. 
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Wireworms & Slug's 
killed. 

Insect rests in the soil cause an immense amount 
of damage in Hardens, 

A little Vaporite, however, worked into the soil 
when dinning quickly destroys all injurious soil 
insects and effects a really wonderful improve¬ 
ment in the plants. 

Buy a tin from your Seedsman to-day. 

Vaporite 

In Tins:— 

Small .. Oh. lOd. 

7 lbs. .. .. i'g. oil. 

J't lb■*. .. .. ,1g. jd. 

US lbs . Sa. 0(1. 

0/ all StdUmcn. 

In Rags:— 

.V! lbs. .. .. flu. ,1d. 

m ibs . m. sd. 

Carriage Paid. 

Ask for leaflet No. 16. 

The 

Strawson Chemical 
Co., Ltd. [Dept. P) y 

70, Queen Victoria Stroet, 
E C, 4. 


Sale of Surplus Stock. 

AVe still hold certain small stocks of 

CARDEN SEATS, CARDEN ENCINES & PUMPS, 
also CARDEN ROLLERS, WATER CARTS, 
CARDEN ARCHES, ami HAND LICHTS 

which we shall be pleased to clear at special prices, subject 
to being unsold. Funiculars on application. 

BOULTON & PAUL, Ltd., ROSE LANEWORKS, 
NORWICH. 



MANY YEARS RFPUTATION. 

EUREKA 

LASTING RESULTS - NO.NEW EXPERIMENT. 


i LABOUR SAVERS/eureka" lawn sanp. 

I SOILFUME NICOTINE. INSECTICIDES FUMERS, 


SPRAV5. AND OTHER CHEMICALS & SUNORIE 

See List Please ask your agent for the Eureka ^ 
ARTICLES - They ARE ALWAYS SATISFACTORY IF ANY \ 
DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING WE SEND DIRECT. CARRIAGE PAID 


a.i. Add, bsTomlinsoh & Hayward L" Lincoln. 


DAVIES tor BAMBOO. 

From Twigs to Yacht Masts. 
GARDEN CANES, 3ft. 26 : 4ft., 3 3, 3 6,4-; 

611 , 1) -; 7ft . 10 All per 100. 

Tapcrinpr Bamboos, 8ft. long. 12 6: 10ft. long, 

20 - per 100 PRICE LIST FKEE. 

A. E. DAVIES & C0.,noN D r oN. C E y c R "-’ 


BAYLISS. JONES Si BAYLIS& 

WOLVCRHAMPTON.noLONDON 


IXTOdXT - TF* «3 X S «CS> TVT43 trs - 


KfiCP YOUR PATHS CLEAN 

WITH 0 

McDOUGALLS 

WEED KILLER. 


WRITE FOR PRICES AND NAME 
OF LOCAL DEALER TO 

McDougall Bros. Ltd., Port St., Manchester. 


HAND HI,OUCH AND TRENCH 

HOK. A wonderful little tool. A woman can do more 
detail work with it than two men with spades. Gets more 
useful every day Many.repeat orders received, including 
Rojrxl K<*w Gardens Price 3s., carriage paid. Garden 
Tools of all variety. Good line in Hose .Pipes and tit tings. 
Please mention icquiremems.— LAND Tool. ,CO., 18, 
Allaop Btrcct, Upper l;y*n>trcct, London, M.W. 1. 
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Forkmost for 
30 Years. 


“Horse 
Shoe” 
Boilers 

FOR ECONOMY. 


LIST 82x Of 
Complete Appa¬ 
ratus post free. 

C. P. Kinnell & Co. 

Ltd , 

65. Southwark St., 
LONDON, S E. 1. 


First, invented and Firnt over since. 

BEWARE OF IMITATIONS 

The “ PERFECT" 

WEED KILLER 

PRICE: 4 Tins, to make 100 Galls, of Liquid. 9s , carr. 
paid; also in Liquid, all sized Packages. 4 Galls., to make 
100 Galls., 0s., carr. paid. Prices reduced fur quantity. 
Sole lUafars— 

MARK SMITH, Ltd., Louth 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


GARDEN NETS. 

square mesh N'eLs bound with cords, guaranteed cover 
measured length and width 4jd. 8q. yard, any length, width 
supplied; selected weather proof stout 1-inch square mesh 
Nets, bound with cords, any size, 2Jd. square yard; ditto, 
medium, 2*1. square yard, as supplied to Royal Gardens 
over 30 years. I am the largest Hand Braided Net Maker 
in the United Kingdom; also Maker of Tennis Nets, Rdclfc 

Covers, Greenhouse Shading; etc. Goods promptly 
dispatched by passenger train, carriage paid, on receipt of 
order, and satisfaction guaranteed: samples posted on 
application. W. OLIVER ALLEN. Garden Net 
Works, Porthleven, Cornwall. Established 100 years. 


THE ST0URBRIDCE HEATING 
APPARATUS 

FOR GREENHOUSES, 
CONSERVATORIES. Sc. 
Most economical and efficient. 
This apparatus has attained 
great popularity. Made at our 
own foundry and under our 
own supervision. Before order¬ 
ing elsewhere, send for Revised 
Price List, giving full particu¬ 
lars, free by post. 

J. & W. WOOD. 

Birmingham Street Foundry, 

STOURBRIDGE. 


CIREMATION atGOLDER'S(;REEN,N. w., 

\J and WOKING.—Large chapels, organ. Provision for 
deposit of urns, and for monuments. I .css costly than 
burial. Descriptive booklet free on application to— LONDON 
CREMATION CO., 324. Regent - street, \V Telegrams, 
“Crematorium, Tjondon ' Telephone , l'.' i? Oerrard 

■pEADERS will oblige by mentioning Gar- 
-Lu dbninq Illustrated when answering advertise¬ 
ments. Business firms are always pleased to hear from our 
readers. 



GLASS., 


Special Prices for Cash with Order In HulL 
CLASS, 4/21 oz. 


Boxes, 100 200 I Boxes, 100 200 

eq.fr sq.ft. sq.ft, sq.ft. 

8 x Bin. 266 45 - 12.14,15.16. 18. ) , n 

9 x 7m. 29 - 47 6 - (J . 1 ' 2 - 24 x 12ln. J 10 “ b8 ’ 

10 x 8 iii.32 6 59 - 1G 'J 7> 18 ' 20 *1 

12,13,11,Jox Sin. 35- 61 - ig lo'on oo «i -42- 

11,12,13,14 x niu 3 i 6 62 5 x lim '.r'? J 
12,13. 14 xlOin. 37 6 64 - | 20j22. 24Vi5in^ 


70 6 


44- 


13x11 in. . . . 38 6 65 C 18! SO, 2*2, 24 x , 

16,18,80 s luiu. | .. ; mu, ; I 

16,18,20 x lliu. ) b ° m i 20, 22. ‘21 x 1 Sin. 45' 


73 6 
777- 

PUTTY. Ileal Soft.— 1 curt , 14 6; Jowt.,70, 4owt . 
4 6 ; 141 1>»., 2 6. 


DIAMONDS. 7 6 and 10/6 eaoh. 

GLASS CUTTERS, 6-wheel, 16 each. 
BESTMIXEDPAINTS.-7.il). Ievortins. White, 
10 3 stone; ordinary colours, 7/« per stone. 

F. Ac T. ROSS, LTD., 

BURTON ST., HULL. Eslab. 1S43.<—■■ 


LION CYCLES, £6 6s. Od. Cash, 

or 15/- with order and monthly payments. 

Signed Guarantee for all time. 

_ Packed in crate free and carriage paid. 

Since 1905 T have advertised In this paper, and have made 
anti sold over 20,009Machines. No EXTRAS: Bell. Pump, 
and everything included. Carriage paid. YOU CAN 
RIDE AND TEST THE MACHINE FOR 10 DAYS. IF 
YOIJJX) NOT APPROVE 1 PAY ALL CA RBI AGE. f 
have thousands of testimonials. Write to-day for copies 
nml Catalogue, with illustrations and full specification.— 
GEORGE BHATSON. LTD., “LION CYCLE” WORKS, 
85. MOSELEY STREET. BIRMINGHAM. 


Advertisement Rates. 


Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


Line Advertisements. Single insertions. 9J. ner 
line, minimum three lines (about twenty words till the first 
three lines, and nine words each additional line). Front 
page, if guaranteed, Is. per line. No reduction for series. 

Terms for Display Advertisements, 1 O 4 . pjr 

inch (reduction for senes). 

Advertisers not having a regular account at the 
must accompany their orders with remittance. Orders an 1 
advertisement copy should he addressed— 

MANAGER, 

63, LINCOLN'S INN FIELDS, LONDON, W.C. 2. 

B KUDV & SONS, Torleven Works, Forth- 

• leven. Cornwall. The largest manufacturers of 
CARDEN NETTING- in the kingdom. New stout and 
specially strong square mesh Netting, half inch and ono 
inch mesh, at 4d. |>er square yard; light new pquare inesh, 
suitable for St rawberry beds, at 3d. per square yard. These 
Nets are bound all round with stout cord, and cover their 
measured lengt h and width. Any length or width supplied. 
Repaired Nettings in all sizes in stock. State your require, 
nieift* and wo will quote lowest prices. Also makers of 
TENNIS NETTINGS, RICK COVERS, GREENHOUSE 
SHADINGS. WASP NETTINGS, PACKING AND 
TARRED TWINES of all kinds. All Goods sent by 
PASSENGER train Carriage Paid on receipt of order. 


If you are interested in this week’s 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three months, 2/6 ; six 
months, 5/-; twelvemonths, 10/-; for Abroad, 12/-. Annual subscribers 
will receive the year’s complete Index to the volume free of charge. 

To Publisher or Newsagent :— 

Please deliver “ Gardening Illustrated ” weekly for which I 

enclose __ 


Name ____ 

(Mr., Mrs., or Miss) 

Address (in full) _i_ 


PrintedAhd Published by the Proprietor, W, Robinson, at the Office, 63. 

Juno 9, 1917. Telephone* llolbyni , 


Li.K-.diiT Inn lAobb, London, W.C. 1- 
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JUNE 16, 1917. 


THE WINTER. 

Tue dismal tale of disaster from Filling- 
hiini Castle, in your issue of .lime l!nJ. 
urges me to send you a few notes of a 
more cheery character, also from an 
eastern garden further north. Shaking 
generally, it is surprising how little [ier- 
nianent damage has been caused by the 
severe winter. Crinodendrons are nearly 
all killed back to within a few inches of 
the ground: a few killed outright. 
Choisyas are none the worse, except in ex¬ 
posed positions, where their foliage is 
somewhat damaged. Anchusas ore un¬ 
touched, some Cist uses killed, but many 
survive. Lemoine’s herbaceous Clematises 
are none the worse; Euphorbia Wulfeni 
as it was ami flowering. Olearia Haasti, 
as in ’9a, is killed so far as large individual 
specimens are concerned; younger plants 
seem to have escaped. The same may be 
said of O. maerodouta. Griselinia lineata 
is killed to tlie ground. Escnllonias are 
all damaged, tint will be themselves again 
in a year’s time. Lapageria, on north 
wall, is killed to the ground and [lerhaps 
dead. Camellia reticulata, on the same 
wall, is untouched. Sophorn tetraptera 
var. microphyllu, on the house wall, lias 
the foliage killed for the first time. It is 
now in full flower, hut lacks much of its 
usual charm without the background of 
green. A few Desfoutainens are killed in 
exiioseil situations; Gnrrya elliptica un¬ 
injured. 1 tain boos are all browned, but, 
si> far as I have observed, alive. Azam 
microiihylla is untouched, but A. serrate, 
on wall, cut down. Ceanothus dentatus, C. 
rigidus. and C. Gloire de Versailles arc 
all badly cut back ; Iliuldlcia Oolvillci and 
others intact. Only It. nivea has suffered. 
Most Veronicas have passed through the 
ordeal well, except the epeciosa group and 
the hybrids with large, soft leaves from 
the north Island. I fear my only siiecl- 
men of the Whittingliain var. of Eucalyptus 
urnigera (24 feet) is, or will shortly be, no 
more. Archibald Buchan Hepburn. 

Suwaton, East Lothian. 


NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

The Fire Lily (Hnbranthus pratensis).— 
TliLs is coming up bold a« a Dock after 
tlie [last hard winter. 1 had failures wilti 
it for some time until tlie example of Mr. 
All™ at Clinton set me to work, and now 
I have the pleasure of seeing a little group 
of it coming into brilliant flower. It lias 
no background to help the effect anil no 
carpet to grow out of, hut these tilings 
may come in time.—W. 

Japanese bronzes.— ■Will von please tell 
me where the bronze bowls of which illus¬ 
trations have lieen given in recent issues 
can lie obtained most cheaply and of most 
artistic designs?—C iias. Touch. 

[They have lieen bought at sales and 
auction rooms for some years in this 
country, and occasionally at Christie's. 
The best of them cannot lie bought cheaply. 
The great want in our country is pots of 
opaque design that will do for flowers.) 

Daphne Cneorum. — The “Garland 
Flower " has no equal among the members 
of its race for colour effect, free-flowering, 
uni! fragrance. Yard-wide patches full of 
the fragrant clusters of rose-coloured 
Dowers have been delightful against grey 
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rocks. Good in itself, tlie colour warmth 
afforded by free grouping is singularly 
effective. In early May nothing was finer 
at Wisley, where on the rockery slope near 
the glasshouses established patches were 
beautiful.—S. S. 

Rose Gloire de Dijon in Scotland.— 

Rnther later than usual, the blooms of 
Gloire de Dijon are now (May 27th) almost 
fully ex[umded. The plants referred to 
are trained on the front of n greenhouse, 
and, in addition, are further well shel¬ 
tered, on one side by tlie garden wall and 
on the other by a Beech hedge. Under 
such conditions early blooms arc to lie ex¬ 
pected, but, as has been said, these are 
not quite so early as usual.—\V. McG. 

The English Bluebells. — I prefer the 
selected forms of the English Bluebell 
(Seilla festalis or S. nutans) to the forms 
of the Spanish Squill (Seilla liispanica). 
The former have a more graceful arching 
habit and the flowers are every bit as flue, 
though not, Herbal'S, so open in the shajie 
of tlie bell. The selected forms range from 
deep blue purple, through light blue, to 
white tinged with blue; pure white and 
through pale rose to deep red.— Dumfries. 

Lilas Francisque Morel. — This deep- 
coloured (almost dark purple) variety has 
the largest trusses of tlie newer Lilacs. 
So far it lias not flowered so freely with 
me as other varieties, and the size of the 
trusses and their weight appear to be 
rather too groat for some of the branches, 
which do not hold themselves so well up 
as one would like. It is. however, a hand¬ 
some Lilac, and in some places may have 
done better than with me. I have now' 
grown it for a considerable number of 
years.--S. Ar.nott. 

The music of wild flcwers.—There is an 
interesting pn[ier in tile ’’Quarterly " for 
April by the Rev. ration Vaughan. In it 
we read Dr. Arnold, of Rugby, used to 
say “ Wild flowers are my music." lie 
found in wild flowers in the simple love of 
our wayside flora that refreshment and 
recreation which many persons And in 
music. “ I cannot perceive,” lie wrote to 
a friend witli reference to music, "what 
to others is a keen source of plea.sure, but, 
on the other hand, there are many men 
who cannot enter into the deep delight 
with which I look at Wood Anemones or 
Wood Sorrel.” 

Campanula Saxifraga and C. attica. — I 

am herewith enclosing for your inspection 
two very nice Cam pa mi las. C. Saxifraga 
and C. attica. I think them both good. 
C. Saxifraga has stood this very hard 
winter in an ojien rockery and is now a 
mass of bloom, about (> inches high, and, 
as you will see, very large flowers for such 
a dwarf plant. 0. attica is an annual and 
quite one of tlie best, and continuous in 
flowering. —(’has. Oakford, The Gardens, 
Melts Park, Frame.. 

We quite agree with you ns lo the merits 
of tlie Bellflowers named, but which your 
specimens did not reveal, owing to their 
dried-up condition. 

Campanula Saxifrage.. — This dwarf- 
growing. early-flowering kind, from the 
Caucasus, is by no means common in col¬ 
lections, yet lias no equal at tlie time of its 
coming, which usually is May or early 
.Tune. It is quite hardy, and as seeds are 
occasionally offered I hero should lie no lack 
of it. On Mount Beschtau, whore it is 


found, it is said to form "broad tufts,” 
though such are rarely, I think, seen In 
cultivation. Among perennial kinds I 
know of none to compete with it in earli- 
ncss, and a patch of the erect blue flowers 
would make an interesting and pretty fea¬ 
ture in tlie rock garden. Four inches to 
(> inches high, tlie simple stenis are one- 
flowered. It grows well in gritty loam. 
Slugs are Its worst enemy.—E. II. J. 

Landscape painting.—What I object to 
is the booming of rubbish (such as a child 
with its tirst box of paints does), under the 
name of futurism, vorticism, cubism, etc. 
In order to make the public swallow this, 
in spite of the evidence of their own eyes 
(when they see green hands, blue faces, 
one eye higher than the other, etc ), they 
are given a long preface, signed in full, in 
their catalogues, pulling the pictures they 
have come to see. The whole thing is so 
childish that one cannot treat it seriously, 
except for the wrong It does to artists. 
Walter Winans In The Times. 

[Lovers of landscape in art. as well as in 
Xaturc, must regret the toleration of snrli 
debased forms of art as those referred to. 
Landscape painting was often had enough 
before, deliberate attempts to steal tlie 
heart out of it were made. They are only 
ways of avoiding serious study and life 
labour without which such art as that of 
Corot or Daubigny and the great laud- 
seape painters cannot be done. —En]. 

Erinus alpinus. -In the old and lofty 
walls surrounding these gardens Erinus 
alpinus is quite at home. The plants are 
present by the thousand, and now, in tlie 
end of May, the display has commenced. 
One west wall, a little later, will be a 
solid sheet of bloom, and the rosy-purple 
blooms, when there is a breeze, are espeei- 
ally attractive. No doubt originally 
planted years ago in limited numbers, E. 
alpinus, suited by the environment, lias 
penetrated athwart the whole of the walls 
by wind-scattered seeds. Occasionally, 
but rarely, I come across variations in 
colour—chiefly of n delicate shade of pink 
and of white. Tlie latter does not appeal 
to me, and no effort is made to increase 
the numbers of tlie white-flowered plants. 
It is curious to observe seedlings which 
have germinated, and make a bold effort 
to survive, upon absolutely bare stones. 
E. alpinus can tie usefully employed in the 
rock garden, bearing in mind its particular 
requirements. — W. McGuffog, llalmae, 
A irkcudbright. 

Pyrus Malus floribunda.—In Gardknino 
for the 21’itli last I ol.serve that l’yrus 
tloribuiula is stated to be a native of Japan. 
This seems lo lie very doubtful. Professor 
,1. Matsumura’s “ Index I’lniit-iniin Japoni- 
Oiiruni,” 3912, l’lianerognnihe. Vol. II., p. 
204, says of Malus floribunda, synonyms 
of which are Pyrus s[ieetabilis and I’, 
floribunda, " flab. Japmiia, cult." The 
Japanese name Kuido is the same as the 
Chinese hai-t'ang, being, ill fact, a lingu¬ 
istic modification of the same. I never 
saw a standard of this plant in Japan, the 
only form known to me being a large bush 
such as I bought five year;; ago from 
Messrs. Robt. Veiteh and Son. of Exeter, 
under tlie name of Pyrus Malus Park- 
mannl. It is distinguished by the way in 
which the buds, of a beautiful deep pink, 
hang down, and it flowers less Abundantly 
than a so-called Pvrus floribunda and I’. 
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iitrosniiguiuea which I also have. I have 
no doubt that all those varieties are of 
Chinese, not da pa nose, origin.—Eu.\ kst 
Satow, Beaumont, Oltery St. Mary. 

Illicium religiosum. — In his useful 
notes on the genus Illicium (page 283) 
“ K. It. W.” does scant justice to I. religio- 
sura. lie describes the flowers as “ poorly- 
tinted ” and “ of a greenish-yellow colour." 
Perhaps they vary in hue. I enclose a 
spray, from which I think you will con¬ 
sider ivory or cream a better description 
of them. As for hardiness, the bush 
stands hero In the open, receives no pro¬ 
tection, and has not changed a leaf during 
the past destructive winter. It Us one of 
the choicest evergreens.— Herbert Max¬ 
well. Monrrith. 

[Evergreen leaves of Jinn texture and 
fresh colour, ami creamy-coloured floirrrs. 
In the open, too, ill A'. Britain, and hardy 
after such a irintcr prove its rulin' for Si 
large area in our isles .—En.] 

Daphne Blagayana.—A colony of this, 
from 2 feet to 3 feet across, was, at. flower¬ 
ing time, a week or two since, one of the 
finest things in the rock garden at Wisley. 
There must hard been a hundred or more 
of the flower-heads expanded at the'time. 
The group also commanded attention by 
reason of its good growth and vigour, and 
not less its compactness. As .often seen, it 
is a spare, leafless shrub, while at Wisley 
its healthy look and dense growth were as 
much to admire as its Due flowering. Obvi¬ 
ously the plant at Wisley is at home. A 
cold clay soil it dislikes, one of loam, pent, 
and leaf-mould in about equa 1 parts being 
better. With an inclination in some in¬ 
stances to spread and become leafless, it 
is best, retained in health by stem-layering, 
which also assists to a more compact 
growth. Books generally refer to it as a 
hardy evergreen shrub, and its hardiness 
lias- been proved unmistakably this year, 
since the promise of a good flowering 
practically synchronised with the termina¬ 
tion of tile more severe part of the )«st 
winter. At Wisley it occupied a rather 
cool and sheltered spot.—E. II. Jenkins. 

Annuals in the rock garden.—These are 
generally taboo, or considered bad taste, 
but with the prosjject of so many hare 
pockets, line to the terrible wilder, some¬ 
thing had to bo done to cover up the all 
too glaring patches. Accordingly the fol¬ 
lowing were sown in pots early and are 
now mostly in flower, adding no little 
interest and charm. That exquisite blue 
Californian annual Pliaceliu Campanu¬ 
la ria was sown in some quantity. Such a 
Gentian-ldue is this that many people ex¬ 
claim : " What lovely Gentians.” I do not 
know if Gentians obtain on the mountains 
of tlm western hemisphere (perhaps some¬ 
one can enlighten me). If not, it would 
seem that here Flora tried to produce with 
her brush that exquisite colour she had 
achieved in the East in the Gentians, 
innopsulium acaule (the Violet Cress) is a 
beautiful miniature crucifer, and once it 
finds a congenial home requires no further 
care, provided it is not overrun with 
coarser tilings. Saxifraga Cynibalarla is 
a small yellow miniature, one of the few 
a nnua 1 Sa xifrnges. 1 1 is very welcome a nd 
cheerful, and will seed itself and come up 
year after year if not overrun. Sedum 
coeruleum is half-hardy, and, to get early, 
must be raised in a frame. It is a very 
pretty variety of the great family of 
succulents. The last three subjects are 
raised in small (sits in very gritty, poor 
soil, and planted intact from the pot. 
Leptosiplum hybridan is another useful 
annual in pretly shades of orange for a 
sunny spot. The above take up the 
running after the Aubrietias, A raids, and 
Alyssnm arc over ^-y 1 lu.th 



FRUIT. 


FRFIT-TREES IN GRASS. 

1 THINK Mr. Jenkins is right in supposing 
that the very ill-results of Grass round 
trees at Wisley were due to the poor nature 
of the soil concerned. I am pretty well 
satisfied that in good soil such as mine, 
trees in Grass do as well as any reasonable 
person need desire, and that it is quite 
possible that the expense of cultivating 
many fruit plantations might be saved by 
sowing them down to Grass, or, prefer¬ 
ably, dwarf Clover. Geese allowed to 
graze under the trees would keep the vege¬ 
tation down. Mr. Turner thinks my con¬ 
clusions " rathe*’ depressing, as tending to 
show tlie futility of human effort," but 
surely it should be rather the reverse, as 
showing how \ye may avoid needless 
labour, os|>ecially in times such as these. 
The high colour of the fruit was certainly 
due to no disease; at any rate, if a disease, 
I should like to see it spread, but many 
other people have likewise observed the 
extra colour of Apples grown in Grass, not 
only "here, but in the United States. In 
extra good sail if, as is probably the case. 
Grass checks growth a little, it is a good 
tiling, as it prevents the making of too 
much wood at the expense of fruit. 

I have seen the Wisley results held up 
as a warning to everyone not to grow trees 
in Grass, whereas the logical inference to 
draw from them was that similar results 
might be expected in similar soil. I have 
seen many orchards on Grass, and where 
otherwise as well cared for as they should 
be I have not noticed that the practice was 
injurious in the long run, and the question 
is, din's the extra expense of keeping the 
soil clear of Grass pay proportionately? 
In hot, dry countries it might, and pro¬ 
bably would, as the Grass takes away some 
moisture, a point mentioned by Mr. Jen¬ 
kins. but in a moist climate this would be 
no drawback; iierliaps it accounts for llie 
extra colour. With most people, at present 
it is either fruit on Grass or not at all, 
owing to shortage of labour. 

My land lias been deeply dug. I cannot 
really' trace any ill-effect from tlie Grass 
so far. If in the course of time there 
should be any I will publish the fact. 

W. .1. Farmer. 

Redruth , (Join trait. 


each, may be left to mature oil rods 10 feet 
to 12 feet long and well established. Young 
Vines should not lie iTnpjied the first year, 
and those planted eighteen mouths ago 
may lie allowed one, or at most two, 
bunches. Many more bunches may appear 
on tlie Vines, but it is. ultimately, more 
beneficial to tlie latter if they are not un¬ 
duly emptied, as even one good bunch is a 
great strain on a young Vine. Where two 
bunches form on a side branch retain the 
one nearest the old main rod. It will he 
more compact in form, possess a harder 
stem, and not be so liable to shank as in 
the case of the one nearest the end of the 
shoot. Usually only the very small, seed¬ 
less berries need tie cut out of such bunches 
as those of Black Hamburgh anil Muscat 
of Alexandria. An export would he able, 
to almost finally thin a hunch the first 
time, but the amateur should do the work 
in two or three thinnings-out. First re¬ 
move all the tiny, seedless berries, then 
the smaller ones where there is much over¬ 
crowding, and at the third thinning cut 
out those berries that would, if left in, 
cause undue pressure of berry on berry, 
cracking in consequence late in tlie autumn 
resulting. The following points should be 
noted:—Round-berried Grapes with short 
foot-stalks must be more severely thinned 
out than oval-shaped ones possessing long 
footstalks. Gros Col man represents the 
former and Muscat of Alexandria the 
latter. 

There are usually three berries at the. 
point of each bunch: the three berries 
should always be retained. There is more 
room near the top of tlie hunch than the 
point, so the cultivator should leave rather 
more berries in proportion at the top than 
tiie bottom. The bunches of late sorts 
should always lie a little more severely 
thinned than those of early ones, and, in 
tlie case of tlie late sorts, very few inside 
berries must lie left in the bunch, as they 
are likely to decay without being seen and 
so cause the loss of the whole hunch. 

Where it is found necessary to tie up 
the shoulders of the. larger bunches do this 
before cutting out any berries. A tine 
bunch of Gros Column, when thinned, 
should contain from seventy-live to ninety 
berries. When thinning out the berries 
use a clean forked stick or a strand of 
raflla to steady tlie bunch, but never touch 
it with hand, head, or scissors. 

Bourne Vale. 


GRAPE VINES. 

Owing to the rapid growtli of the shoots, 
regular and constant attention must be 
given to stopping and tying to avoid over¬ 
crowding. When overcrowding does occur 
a good deal of time is taken up in recti¬ 
fying the mistake. Much young wood lias 
to be cut out in a short time, and there is 
a risk of a serious check being given to 
the Vines generally. 

The final tying-down of the main side 
shoots should he done when the Vines are 
in flower, or, at latest, when the berries 
are just set, as then, even such varieties 
ns Rlaek Alicante and Appley Towers, 
which are easily broken, may lie safely 
brought down to the horizontal wires, or 
nearly level with them, without loss of 
shoots and valuable bundles. 

Thinning bunches and berries. —All ex¬ 
pert grower would l>e able to remove many 
surplus bundles before the flowers develop, 
and also to thin out the berries when the 
latter are about tlie size* of duckshot, but 
the beginner must wait until all tlie 
bunches have set their berries before 
thinning the former—reducing them in 
number—and until the latter are twice tlie 
size of duckshot before thinning them. 
Ten bunches, weighing about one pound 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Plum-trees not bearing.—Would you 
kindly tell me what you think can be the 
reason why four Gage Plum-trees, growing 
on a south wall, produce so very little 
fruit? The Gages are Lawrence, Guthrie’s, 
Guilin's, ami Green Gage. The trees look 
perfectly healthy, make good growth, and 
flower well; but, in spite of the flowers 
being well fertilised with a rabbit’s tail, 
hardly any of them set. Can you suggest 
any remedy? The trees have been in the 
same position for five or six years. They 
are well manured and pruned. Some 
Peaches and Nectarines on tlie same wall 
hear extremely well. —K. M. Baines, 
Hassocks. 


[The fact of the trees having been in the 
same position for five or six years without 
having been apparently lifted, that they 
have been well manured, and make good 
growth at once furnishes ns with a solu¬ 
tion to the problem as to why the trees in 
question fail lo fruit. If you lift and 
transplant the trees after shortening back 
the main roots somewhat, doing this in the 
autumn just about the time of the fall of 
the leaf, mixing at the same time a liberal 
quantity of lime rubbish with the soil, such 
treatment should matters and 

make Ilji'_tputs fruitjul, You should also 
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OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

T1IE EFFECTS OF THE WINTER. 
The notes from “A Rock Garden in Ox¬ 
fordshire ” induce me to make a few re¬ 
marks concerning some <ff the effects of 
winter on the plants in my garden close to 
Hie eastern borders of Kirkcudbrightshire. 
We have suffered a good deal, and Lltlio- 
s|humum prostratum, as has been the case 
with your correspondent from Oxford¬ 
shire, has been badly cut. It has no sign 
of life at present, but I am heartened by 
a former experience when this plant looked 
every whit as bad, but eventually re¬ 
covered, sending out fresh growth in an 
amazingly free manner later in summer. 
Thymus azorieus lias gone lien* also, but 
iiios-t. of tiie Hellanthemums have sur¬ 
vived. A little one called surrejanum lias 
suffered most. Few of the Cistuses are of 
much value here, but C. sa Ivor folios lias 
been the hardiest. The New Zealand 
Veronicas have stood as well as usual, ex¬ 
cept, V. x Edinensis. The most unex¬ 
pected loss has been a very tine plant of 
Acnntlloliinon glumac-eum which is unite 
brown. It may break away again, hut I 
am doubtful. My friend, Mr. T. O. 
Walker, of Annas Rank, Carnforth, who 
has a rather milder climate, informs me that 
A. glumaceum has been apparently killed 
with him also. He inis also had Alys- 
sum spinosum apparently destroyed, hut 
hopes it may break away. With me it lias 
been a good deal cut. but is not dead, and 
a good many of the leaves are quite fresh. 
Some of my flowers of Magnolia stellata 
were caught by frosts, but the later ones 
have fared better. Daphne Blagayana has 
done exceedingly well, hut the Prophet- 
flower (Arnebia echioides) lias been killed. 
Some i>f tiie Chinese Primulas have been 
killed, but others remain. Androsnces and 
-KHiionemas have, as a rule, suffered 
badly. Aubrietias have done very well, 
and are as good as usual. A few of the 
spring-flowering Phloxes have been u little 
browned, hut they are coming well into 
bloom, and have not suffered greatly. 
Early Rhododendrons lmve lasted but a 
short time. Most flowering shrubs are 
either full of bloom or give every promise, 
and the same may lie said of flowering 
trees. Nicdwetsky's Crab is lovely as this 
is written.■ Although there are some gaps, 
1 think the losses are not so great as I had 
anticipated in view of the character of 
the weather of the past winter and spring. 

S. AnNOTT. 


AMONG THE HARDY FLOWERS. 
Tiie Summer Snowflake.— The Summer 
Snowflake (Leucojum icstivuni) with me is 
always disappointing. Asa garden flower 
it is inferior to tiie Spring Snowflake 
(Lcucojuui vernum). I am informed that 
there are different stocks of the Summer 
Snowflake, some of them more free-flower¬ 
ing than others. It is, 1 suppose, ungrate¬ 
ful to criticise Ibis plant adversely, but I 
feel I hat it is one we could almost do with¬ 
out in a border. In long Grass it looks 
belter, and I am disposed to consider that 
this is its true rOle. It flowers at a time 
when rough Grass is generally fairly long, 
and this helps to make It look less leggy 
than if it were to bloom when the Grass 
is quite short. 

True Goi-dex Crown. —Thanks to tiie 
kindness of a friend who has grown tills 
Tulip for many years. I have now a good 
number of bulbs of it. My friend told me 
Hint I need not trouble about it if it got 
a fair elm nee in the border or Grass. He 
said that it would increase well and 
flower freely, and that it required no lift¬ 
ing, drying off. and replanting, while it 



proved for many years, after having been 
given his bulbs from an old cottage garden 
where it had been from time immemorial. 
I have proved tiie accuracy of his state¬ 
ment. I have it now in Grass, in a 
border, and in a little rock garden, where 
its handsome flowers are welcome. I 
plant this Tulip about 5 inches deep, and 
leave it alone until it becomes a little too 
crowded, when I lift as soon as the foliage 
withers, and replant at once. 

Tin: Red-fruiteo Raneukrry (Aetica 
spientn rubra).—This is in bloom, hut it 
would not enli for any mention because of 
any effort it has when in flower, as it; is 
later in the season that the Red-fruited 
Baneberry attracts us most. Following 
tiie dull flowers are clusters of shining red 
berries, which are poisonous, as, indeed, 
are those of the black-fruited one. 

Tiie Nootica Sound Lupin. —One of my 
acquisitions in the way of hardy flowers 
line been Lupinus nootkaensis. It comes 
before the other Lupins, and is a pretty 
plant, with bluish and white flowers, and 
not growing more than 12 inches _ to 
18 inches high with me. 

Ramonpias.— What is the best place to 
grow Rnmondias? I have seen them doing 
well in old walls and in the dry retaining 
walls of terraces. They suffer from con¬ 
tinued dry weather. A good soaking of 
water helps them greatly, but I cannot but 
think the constitution of the plant must 
have suffered from the trials they have 
undergone. Wliat has amazed me, how¬ 
ever, is to see in one or two places how- 
self-sown seedlings seem to have estab¬ 
lished themselves in the crumbling mortar 
of old walls and how wonderfully well 
they have stood dry weather in such 
places. 

An Amateur of Hardy Flowers. 


TUB PLANTS. 

Very little is likely to be done again this 
summer in the way of flower gardening, 
hut in those places where some of tiie 
plants used for this purpose have also 
been grown in large pots or tubs to 
brighten up certain parts of the garden, 
and have come safely through the winter, 
they will soon be coming away strongly, 
and may lie placed in position. The best 
of tiie Zonal Pelargoniums, like Paul 
Cramped and King of Denmark, a few Ivy¬ 
leaved sorts, with Fuchsias and Mar¬ 
guerites, are probably tiie best plants for 
the ordinary householder—that Is, where 
no heated structures are available to keep 
tilings like Heliotrope and Salvias through 
the winter. Plants like the above do not 
require repotting for several seasons, but 
under such conditions they should have 
tiie top soil removed some two or three 
inches and replaced with a compost of two 
parts loam and one of cow-manure, also 
manure-water must lie given, say, twice 
a week, after the plants show signs of 
flowering. Of hardy plants, Funkias, 
CEnotheras, and Phloxes artf good tub 
plants, and make a brave show during Hie 
flowering season, but for a brilliant and 
lasting display for a few summer mouths 
there is nothing better than the Fuchsias 
and Pelargoniums. The principal diffi¬ 
culty cxpicrieiiced with such plants in 
small gardens is that the positions they 
occupy are often fully exposed to the sun 
and the owners have no opportunity of 
giving them any attention from early morn¬ 
ing until evening, with tiie result that the 
soil dries out quickly mid foliage and 
flowers suffer. To prevent this it is ad¬ 
visable to fasten a strip of canvas loosely 
round that part of the tub exposed to tiie 
sun, and to damp this and the ground 
round the tubs thoroughly when watering 
in the morning. It is wonderful- how 


attention to tiie above tends to the pre¬ 
servation of health in the plant and the 
retention of the display of bloom, especi¬ 
ally- in hot, dry summers. 

Another plant I might have mentioned 
as forming a good companion to the 
Fuchsias and Pelargoniums, and that does 
remarkably well in tubs, Is the Maiden's 
Wreath (Francoa ramosa), the tall, grace¬ 
ful spikes of which go well with the 
bright colours. Plants only or in part 
notable for their foliage it is hardly neces¬ 
sary- to include, because in the majority of 
gardens there is already plenty- of foliage. 

Hardwick. E. It. S. 


NOTES FROM THE WILD GARDEN. 
The old Lyre-flower (Dielytra specta- 
liilis) has been one of the successes of the 
woodland this spring. It was in bloom 
witli the belated Daffodils, and its rosy, 
heart-shaped flowers afforded a bright 
touch of colour among the yellow-green of 
unfolding Ferns. Another very pleasing 
effect has been produced by Lily of the 
Valley naturalised among Ivy. The latter 
Is a mat of foliage with stems several 
inches thick, but the Lily of the Valley 
evidently likes it, for every year shows an 
increase of the colony. Nor do the bloom 
spikes deteriorate, notwithstanding the 
impossibility of giving any attention in the 
way of manure. The explanation probably 
lies in the fact Hint the Ivy collects fallen 
leaves, which turn into mould. Thus !1 - 
proves a most effectual summer mulch, the 
soil beneath it being always cool and damp 
in the hottest weather. 

With the above principle in view a bank 
of Azaleas (mollis and Ghent varieties) 
recently planted lias been carpeted with 
London Pride. The hitter will, it is lioiied, 
conserve the leaf-fall ns well as the mois¬ 
ture, and at the same time prove to lie a 
more attractive mulch than i>eat, leaf-soil, 
or any other orthodox dressing. So far 
tiie result lias been most encouraging from 
a purely- spectacular joint of view. Both 
Azaleas and Ixindon Pride were out taml 
still are) at the same time, the character- 
isle grace and cloudy effect of tiie latter 
being an admirable foil to the rather stiff 
form and extravagant colours of the 
former. It should, perhaps, he stated that 
Azaleas grow very slowly, remaining 
almost dwarf, in this sharply-drained, 
shaley loam, bushes ten years old being 
now no more than IS inches high. Yet 
they I doom profusely, those which get the 
poorest living, and jierhaps tiie most severe 
baking, often doing the best. Another 
plant that lias done very well in the woad- 
la ml Is Arenarin uiontaaa. It has become 
naturalised among quite lusty growth, 
raising its lovely white flower-heads well 
above its comiianiohs and so adapting it¬ 
self to circumstances. It sows itself freely 
and looks very charming in the lialf-sliadc 
among Woodruff, Aquilegias, Welsh Poppy, 
native Ferns. Il.vjierieiiui ealycinum, and 
others, and seems quite indifferent as to 
soil and other considerations. The 
Trolliuses, which grow about the feet of 
tiie herbaceous Spirals and tall Astilbes 
along the stream side, are among tiie most 
satisfying of spring flowers. They are 
also among the most satisfactory, for 
nothing ever eats them and they can he 
relied upon to bloom well year after year 
without attention Though I have a warm 
admiration for tiie noble orange-red varie¬ 
ties, these do not look so well in shade as 
those which possess the beautiful bright 
yellow of T. europiums. Though tiie latter, 
when in its native «od, seems to prefer 
full sun, provided there is a sufficiency of 
moisture, it will, like its cultivated proto¬ 
types. do very well in practically total 
sii-ide Saxifrage peltnta, with the curious 
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fist-like crowns from which rise fall and 
sturdy stems crowned with bright row 1 , 
may also Ire catalogued among the “ post¬ 
proof” inhabitants of the river bank, iiut 
I am far from being dogmatic on that 
point. Most cherished, perhaps, of the re¬ 
cent additions to the water-side is a plant 
of Lysicliitum khamtschatcense, a yellow 
Arum with a glorious spathe of butter- 
yellow which I first saw growing and 
blooming in hundreds in a bit of boggy 
Grassland on Vancouver Island. It will 
be some time, I fear, before my long-sought 
three-alid-sixpenny baby comes to flower¬ 
ing age, but there is some comfort in the 
thought that, so far, it also is “ slug- 
proof.” On the other hand, its relation, 


charm. 11. rugosa is, perhaps, a little too 
aggressively robust to be in such select 
company as that of R. Hugonis, R. Moyesi, 
and others of equal elegance and refine¬ 
ment, but I must own up to a partiality 
for single Roses, and the old R. rugosa, 
parent of so many charmers, is one of 
them. 

It is gratifying to note that all the 
plants of DIplacus glutinosus which 
bloomed so well on the Heath bank as late 
as Last October have come through the 
winter and are now making robust growth 
from the base. The great advantage of 
this beautiful Californian is its habit of 
blooming best on the current year’s wood, 
which means that it can tie cut down every 



Lathyrus grandiflorus. From a drawing by II. G. Moon. 


the stinking Skunk Cabbage (Syrnplo- 
carpus fret id us), which lives hard by, is 
undergoing its annual metamorphosis in 
the digestive tracts of slugs in great 
variety and number, and it is on the cards 
that, when the enemy has finished off the 
fckunk Cabbage he may descend upon my 
golden beauty. 

First, as usual, among the Roses of the 
wild garden, R. rugosa was in bloom be¬ 
fore the end of "May, followed a day or so 
later by the exquisite little honey-scented 
R. Hugonis The only fault to find with 
the former is its habit of wandering, but 
set where it may do as it pleases it is an 
unfailing delight. In foliage, flower, and 
fruit it is good. Aphis troubles it not, 
caterpillars it does not know, and from 
April to December At>is never without a 


?rAt>is never wtthou 

Google 


winter and treated in every respect like a 
hardy Fuchsia. A. T. .Ionssox. 

N. \]'ule< __ 

The Caffre Lily (Scliizostylis coccinea).— 
Where this is planted in suitable soil it 
soon increases, and is apt to become rather 
crowded. The present time is very suit¬ 
able for breaking up congested clumps and 
replanting the rhizomes. When this is 
being done strong pieces may be put into 
a special place for lifting and potting up 
in October for greenhouse work, the 
scarlet spikes being of considerable value 
for that purpose. Where it is possible to 
do so, a good plan is to pot up the pieces 
now and plunge the pots. They can then 
be lifted at the required time without auy 
check.—W. McG., Bahnae. 


THE TWO-FLOWERED EVERLASTING 
I’EA (Lathyrus grandiflorus). 

This, as may be seen from the accompany¬ 
ing illustration, is one of the choicest of 
Everlasting Peas. In many respects it re¬ 
sembles the Sweet Peas of our gardens, but 
differs chiefly in having a perennial root, 
the stalks neither winged nor flattened, 
the leaves broadly oval, not lanceolate 
oval, the flower-stems shorter, and the 
flowers considerably larger. Its introduc¬ 
tion is somewhat obscure, the raisers be¬ 
lieving that they received the seeds from 
Leghorn. It is certainly, however, a native 
of Europe. Italy, Sicily, and other parts 
of tlie Continent are given in botanical 
works as localities for this handsome Pea. 
It is certainly one of the hardiest of the 
genus, and from its neat and extremely 
fiee-floweriug habit a very useful and at¬ 
tractive border plant. The flowers, very 
like those of the Sweet Pea, but larger and 
of a brilliant bluish-crimson, arc at their 
best in June and early July, and usually 
borne in pairs. L. grandiflorus well de¬ 
serves a place as a choice border plant, and 
it' a little pains be taken to train the plant 
early up branches or trellis-work it forms 
a neat and very attractive object. It has 
not so far varied in colour as the Ever¬ 
lasting l’ea. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The white Lupin dropping its flowers.— 

I have a large plant of white Lupin grow¬ 
ing at the foot of a wall facing east. It 
has been there five or six years, and each 
season it lias dropped many of its flowers 
just as they opened. Last year I gave it 
copious waterings, thinking the dropping 
might be due to drvness at the root, blit 
with no better result. This year 1 have 
not watered it at all, and the flowers have 
dropped worse than ever. It has fifteen or 
sixteen spikes. Is this fault peculiar to 
the white variety, and is there any cure for 
it? If not, I shall dig the plant up and 
replace it with one of the blue ones, which, 
with me, preserve their . spikes intact. 
Perhaps other readers will givc their ex¬ 
periences.—A. G. S., Leamington. 

[Lupins take a great deal out of the soil, 
and, like all leguminous plants, are very 
dependent on nitrates in the soil for their 
well-being. Can it lx* that the soil is ex¬ 
hausted and that it is dry just where the 
roots arc, although it looks moist on the 
surface? We should advise you to try 
what a heavy mulch of rotten manure will 
do, if the weather is dry giving frequent 
supplies of water to wash the goodness 
down to the roots.] 

Gladioli.—Owing to circumstances, these 
have, like other things, been given less 
attention than usual. In ordinary times 
two good batches were started at intervals 
in boxes, and planted out when the growths 
were about li inches high. These were 
succeeded by plantings of conns in a dry 
state, also at intervals, so that it was pos¬ 
sible to have a continual succession of 
spikes from July till (in open seasons) 
November. All, however, are this year 
being put out in a dormant state, and in 
two large batches. Each conn is planted 
with the trowel, about -1 inches deep, and 
a small quantity of sea sand is placed 
round each one. They are being planted 
more closely than is usually done, for, as 
it will he impossible to stake each indivi¬ 
dual plant, they will be kept from falling 
about when in bloom by short branching 
Pea sticks.—A .Scottish Gardener. 

Primula Sieboldi Magenta Queen. —This is 
now tMay 17th) in bloom. Like other things, 
it is behind its usual time, but is, nevertheless, 
very welcome. It is equally at home in the 
rock garden and in the mixed border, while 
it succeeds in a marked degree under partial 
shade of large examples cl the Moutan Pseony, 
1 —W. McG., Baimue . 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

EARLY CABBAGES. 
Complaints are appearing iu Gardening 
concerning autumn - planted Cabbages. 
These, it appears, are bolting in a whole¬ 
sale way in different places. My own ex- 
l>erienee is different. A good, lint not ex¬ 
ceptionally large, breadth lias proved all 
that could be desired, not one solitary 
plant having gone to seed. They "were 
later than usual in coining into use, but 
that was entirely due to the lateness of 
tile season. In an ordinary season cutting 
begins in April, lint during tile present 
season May was some little way advanced 
before it was jxisslble to cut. 

Regarding the failures alluded to, it is 
difficult to form a detinite opinion without 
some details to go upon, and it is useless 
to theorise. It may be taken for granted, 
however, that the growers who have failed 
are quite aware of the correct time at 
which to sow and the correct course to 
follow afterwards. It may lie allowable, 
perhaps, to infer that, in same cases, the 
desire to have specially early crops at the 
present crisis may have led to premature 
sowing, and that this is resjionsible for the 
bolting. Apart from early sowing, plant¬ 
ing in loose soil is a sure way to encourage 
bolting. In my own case autumn planting 
is done in September upon the quarter 
which was occupied by early Potatoes. 
This, after the crop is lifted, is not dug or 
manured in any way; the soil is merely 
hoed over and levelled with a wooden rake. 
The first sowing is usually made on, or 
near, July hl'.th; the second at the same 
time as the autumn Onions, round about 
August 12l:li. Observation leads me to pre¬ 
fer, and to rely upon to a greater extent, 
plants from the later sowing— irrespective 
of variety. 

With regard to sorts, all of us have, no 
doubt, favourite varieties. The following 
1 have found very satisfactory both in 
point of earlinoss and as regards freedom 
from bolting:—Harbinger, Flower of 
Spring, and April; equally so First and 
Best, Mein s No. 1, Ellam's, and Early 
E tain lies. Were 1. for any reason, con¬ 
fined strictly to two varieties, 1 would, 
without hesitation, rely on Ellam's and 
Mein's No. 1. Both are of excellent 
flavour, very hardy, and equally early. 
Ellam’s is a neat little Cabbage, while 
Mein’s can be cut early as a small head, 
or by waiting a week or two ns a larger 
sample. There is this difference between 
them, that whereas Ellam’s, if left, would 
hurst, Mein's increases in size—keeping, 
meantime, in good condition—for a con¬ 
siderable time. There is a further differ¬ 
ence between the two varieties. When 
Ellam's is eat, the stock may he pulled up, 
hut when Mein's is cut, the stock will, if 
allowed to remain, throw out a good and 
well-flavoured supply of second growths, 
which are, as a matter of fact, preferred 
to Coleworts. 

1 do not claim that the varieties alluded 
to are superior to the other Cabbages men¬ 
tioned. It. is merely a personal opinion, 
lml it is only by collecting personal 
opinions and personal experiences that the 
truth can be arrived at in the matter of 
Cabbages as of other things. 

A Scottish Gardener. 


A good substitute for Spinach.—In a 

hot, dry season there is generally a short¬ 
age of Spinach, caused by the plunks going 
to seed prematurely. Substitutes, there¬ 
fore, are valuable, and one of the best of 
these may be found in Kale. To buy seed 
for this purpose would, of course, be 
rather expensive ; but when the plants go 
to seed a few of these may lie permitted to 
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remain for supplying the needful quantity. 
It will be found that n very few plants 
will provide a large quantity of seed, and 
tiiis, immediately it is rii>e, may lie sown 
thickly in a long row. The young leaves 
of the seedlings make an admirable sub¬ 
stitute for the true Spinach, and when 
cooked and served in tile same way, only 
a connoisseur is able to distinguish the dif¬ 
ference. In picking, the crowns must not 
be broken, and fresh supplies may be con¬ 
stantly gathered during late summer, 
throughout the autumn, and again in early 
spring.— A Scottish Gardener. 


ON INCREASED FOOD PRODUCTION. 
The Pumpkin is not often grown in this 
country, though in the Australian Colonies, 
in South Africa, and in America it. is 
second only to the Potato in iui|K>rtance as 
a food crop. Pumpkins or Gourds, includ¬ 
ing Squashes, are easily stored, and keep 
well for ten months or more. They pro¬ 
vide a welcome change, and besides being 
eaten as a plain vegetable can be cooked 
in many ways, Pumpkin l’io being especi¬ 
ally good. The most useful and the best 
keeping variety of Pumpkin, which is 
grown universally iu Australia and New 
Zealand, is the Ironbark. The Hundred¬ 
weight is similar (and possibly the same 
under a different name). This can easily 
be grown to 40 lb. or r>0 lb. in this country, 
allowing only one fruit to a plant, and 
feeding liberally. In Australia fruits are 
seen up to 120 lb. But if three or four 
fruits are allowed to mature they will he 
15 lb. to 25 lb. each, and these are more 
useful. Another good large variety is 
Large Tours or Mammoth French. The 
best flavoured Pumpkin is one known as 
The Turban or Turk’s Cup in New Zealand, 
but it probably has- other names; the 
French Red Etampes is similar. This is 
also a handsome fruit, having a huff- 
orange skin, with scarlet bosses on (lie top 
part. It is ii medium-sized Pumpkin, 
weighing from 15 lb. to a maximum of 
about GO lb., but the plants take up less 
space, and more fruits |ier plant can lie 
grown. It is said to he less hardy than 
the Ironbark. I have not grown it here, 
but in New Zealand it grows quite well. 

The best Squashes are the Mammoth 
White Iiusli. Early White Bush, and Ihc 
Hubbard. They keep well, but are also 
good to eat In a young state like Veget¬ 
able Marrows. 

The fruits of both Pumpkins and 
Squashes should be harvested when ripe, 
or as late as liossible before frost comes, 
and the Ies-s rii»e ones eaten lirst. They 
keep best In a dry, cool store protected 
from frost.—A. J. Bliss, in Gardeners' 
Chronicle. 


NOTES AND REEDIES. 

Adulterated Wheatmeal. — From our 
point of view no bread can equal that made 
from good Wheatmeal, preferably stone- 
ground. It is with something of a shock, 
therefore, that we have just been advised 
by a noted firm of millers tlvit it is not 
liossible for them, or for any other firm of 
millers, to supply pure Wheatmeal. By 
order of tlie Food Controller it must be 
mixed with other cereals - . The effect of 
this is very marked on the bread produced. 
Many of our readers follow the sensible 
hut unfashionable plan of baking tlieir own 
bread, cakes, and jinstry, and of using re¬ 
liable Wheatmeal fur the purpose. Mixed 
with other grindings bread so made is of 
ii different colour, crumbles too easily, 
rapidly goes rancid, and has a poor flavour. 
Half the quantity of suitable bread would 
be more satisfying than the present allow¬ 
ance of an adulterated Wheatmeal which 
has lost its savour and its good keeping 


qualities. Wheatmeal bread such as we 
have in mind would keep sweet easily for 
a month and be relished when eaten. The 
present mixture is not relished and does 
not keep. 

Scarlet Runners.—Iu your issue of April 
7th (just received, April 24tlil 1 observe 
that tin- " big lien ns of the Scarlet Runner 
are of no use as food.” It may interest you 
to know that I find them extremely useful, 
and in taste strongly resembling the Broad 
Bean. We use the Beans when the pods 
have grown too old for ordinary use. The 
Beaus are delicious in a casserole stew 
with some meat, and also by themselves. 
It may interest you also to know that in 
this neighbourhood Scarlet Runners were 
thought to lie purely ornamental, and till 
1 showed my servant and neighbours that 
I did not die of poisoning after eating 
them they were unused. Your pniier is of 
great use here to me, and I hope to write 
some account soon of the 'difficulties in 
gardening iu this climate. — Wixifked 
FitzGerald, 30.1, Victoria Avenue, .Niagara 
Falls, Canada. 

More Olive oil.—Use Olive oil in some 
recipes in place of butter. It is delicious 
in gingerbread and baked Beans. It Is 
economical in frying because any Olive oil 
left in the pan tan be filtered through 
cheese-cloth and kept in a cool place for 
future use. It can be used over and over 
again. Olive oil should be hot before the 
article to be fried is placed, in the pan. 
Its temperature can be raised to over 
GOO degs. before it burns, whereas butter 
burns at u little over 200 degs., suet at 
about BOO (legs., and lard at 325 degs. 
Olive oil, with the high degree of heat, 
quickly coats the outside of the article 
with a crust which prevents the oil from 
penetrating. Butter, on account of the 
low temperature at which it must be kept 
so that it will not scorch, is really a poor 
frying medium. When chickens or other 
birds are roasted, grilled, or boiled, they 
should be bash'd with Olive oil. When 
preserving fruit, rub the pan with Olive 
oil, to prevent the fruit from burning.— 
Enod and Cooking. 


Butter Beans_These grow to an average 

height of about (i feet if well cultivated, 
and pod freely. When ready for use the 
pods, each alxnit 0 inches long, lire of a 
rich golden colour, and very thick and 
fleshy. They are cooked whole, being 
stringlcss, mid when properly served are 
delicious. The best variety is Mont d'Or. 
General culture for all climbing Beans 
should he in the form of either deeply- 
trenched and well-manured soil, or else 
trenches 2 feet wide should lie opened for 
each row, the top spit of 12 inches being 
thrown clean out. then a thick dressing of 
manure cast into the bottom, and this 
should be mixed well, by deep forking, 
with the bottom soil. The top soil may 
then be replaced, and have mixed with it 
some well-decayed manure. The Beans 
should he sown in drills 3 inches deep, 
drawn with a large hoe, (i inches apart, 
down the middle of the prepared trench, 
and the seeds placed in regularly down 
each drill, hut not opposite to each other, 
fully it inches apart. So treated the plants, 
later, being properly supixirted by tall, 
stout sticks or spray branches, will grow 
strongly and crop for a very long season. 
Sowings may be made from Hie middle of 
May—generally a safe time—to the end of 
June. The later sowings will give very 
late cropping plants, but these should be 
grown where some slight protection from 
early autumn frosts can lie conveniently 
furnished. To secure continuous cropping, 
hard gathering of the i>ods is essential.— 
The Garden. 
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'TREES AND SCRUBS. 

VIHUHNUM CAIU.ESI, 

This seems to be the best of tlio Viburnums 
so far as known, and lias withstood the 
last winter bravely in a border where 
shrubs have fared badly. It is a native 
of Korea, coming to us through Julian. 
It has with me no special soil or care. 
Mr. C. Elliot tells me the Japanese do 
not use their beautiful bronze vases and 
jiots for flowers, but put them away in 
store to lie looked at only on holidays. As 
these vessels fire far more fitting in every 
way than any of the glass or other ware 


memory. Some plants have pure white 
flowers, with no trace of pink 

AucffiBAi.n Ruouan Ileeni'itN. 
ftmeatoi i, Katl Ltl/iinn. 


VARIATION IN DAPHNE RUPESTRIS. 
At a recent Royal Horticultural Society’s 
fortnightly show a well-flowered batch of 
Daphne rupestris was shown by Mr. U. 
Tucker, of Oxford, and among the plants 
were two apparently distinct forms. One 
had flowers which were very much larger 
i and rather paler in colour Ilian in the type. 
The flowers of the other plants were like 
those of the type. 1 believe Mr. Tucker 


of this plant were more freshly opened 
than those of its neighbours, which had, 
fierhaps, opened earlier, and so faded. 
Closer observation this year shows that 
the flowers do not change colour very much 
with age, and that my brilliant rose form 
is really a variety. 

For a good matiy years I have been try¬ 
ing to grow Daphne rupestris on its own 
I’m its. I have tried plants in various soils 
and aspects, and have imitated as nearly 
as possible the natural conditions in which 
I have found the plant growing wild. I 
have had it in pits and 1 have had it 
planted out, lint on its own roots it is never 
really satisfactory with me. It lives and 



Viburnum Carlesi in Japanese vase. 


we see in Europe it is hard to believe. 1 
have great pleasure in their use and And 
the flowers look far better than in the 
Usual glass or ware. \V. 

■— I can fully endorse all Sir Herbert. 
Maxwell’s remarks on the above, but a 
note of warning tuny not be amiss to those 
"ho may contemplate acquiring specimens, 
as all the plants Of Viburnum Carlesi are 
not the true V. Carlesi. There is in the 
market a variety, a poor tiling, apart from 
Ihe scent, that resembles a depauiierate 
Laurestinus in its flower. My plants came 
from Holland and proved a great disai>- 
liointment. The right variety is among 
the many treasures I carefully guard: that 
come from Messrs.^Veitch, of happy 
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collected his original plants in the same 
locality in which 1 collected the stock 
which I grow here,, but I cannot find the 
same large-flowered form among my 
plants. It is to bo liojied that he will set 
to work to multiply this excellent variety. 
In looking over my plants, however, 1 have 
discovered a very striking colour form 
which came to me from Edinburgh and 
which is planted out in a series of running 
crevices among limestone rocks at one end 
of my moraine. In this variety the flowers 
are very much brighter and darker in 
colour than in the type; a brilliant deep 
rose Instead of soft pale rose. I noticed 
th“ same thing last year when the plants 
bloomed, but thought then that the flowers 


just sulks, and will not flower, or only 
very sparsely. Reluctantly I have grafted 
it, and I have watched the grafted plants 
make sturdy, bushy little siiecimens, which 
from tlie very first cover themselves with 
a heavy annual crop of glorious, waxy, 
fragrant blossoms. 1 am always careful 
to graft only on stocks which have been 
established for a year or two in the pots. 
For the lirst year or so the stocks throw 
out suckers from below the graft, but these 
arc easily rubbed off, and the plants grow 
out of this tiresome habit and give it up 
after the first year or two. 

Mr. Farrer’s plant of Daphne rupestris 
is, I believe, a grafted s'pecimen. It must 
be of p great: agep and I should be very 
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much surprised to hear that it ever sends 
up any suckers now. Although I have 
failed to have any satisfaction with Daphne 
rupestris on its own roots it is possible that 
others have been more fortunate. If they 
have, some details of how they achieved 
success would be interesting to many 
readers of Gardening. 

Stevenage. Clarence Elliott. 


CHOOSING EVERGREEN SHRUBS. 
The notes that have appeared as to the 
effects of the late winter on vegetation 
lead to tile conclusion that with very few 
exceptions evergreen shrubs have been hit 
badly, even some of the Hollies presenting 
a sorry npiiearanoe. That being so, it be¬ 
comes a little difficult to know what to 
choose for planting in the way of the best 
evergreens. One of the best, relying 
solely on its evergreen character for 
beauty and effectiveness, is undoubtedly 
the Bay (Laurus nobilis). A combination 
of evergreen with more or less of a 
pleasing display at different seasons in 
the way of flower is most acceptable as 
represented by Viburnum Tlnus, Berberis 
Darwiui and Ii. stenophylla, Choisya 
ternata, Escnlkmia maernntha, and E. 
philippiann, and when these fail it is difli- 
eult to find substitutes, it may be urged 
that there are very few seasons so de¬ 
structive to plant life ns that through 
which we have just passed, but there is 
always tile chance of getting them, and it 
will take years to replace the crippled 
growth on many bushes. We shall miss 
tlie pleasing display on the large bushes 
of Laurustinus, and a considerable amount 
of care will be advisable so to prune as to 
avoid unnecessary mutilation, although in 
tlie majority of cases the shrubs will lodk 
bare for some time, as all the exposed 
parts are a mass of brown foliage with 
flower-buds and also last season's stem- 
growth destroyed. 

In a season like this, when brown foliage 
and dropping leaves are so common, it is 
interesting to note in a neighbouring gar¬ 
den some masses of tlie dark-leaved Ivy, 
which have come through quite unscathed. 
They were planted on a triangle of iron 
toils, the growths brought across at the 
top, interlaced a bit, then allowed to drop, 
and now form columns of bright foliage 
about 5 feet in height. Possibly some 
correspondent with an opportunity of 
noting all the best shrubs will give us a 
list of those which have come through 
safely or, at any rate, with but little in¬ 
jury. E. B. S. 

llardwick. 


THE’ EXOCHORDAS. 

A good deal of attention has been directed 
io the Exocliordas during the present 
season, firstly from tlie fact that they have 
in most cases flowered so well, and, 
secondly, tlie hybrid E. mnerautha was a 
short time since given an Award of Merit 
by the Royal Horticultural Society. By 
l'ar the oldest member of tlie genus is 

E. grandiflora. which was introduced 
from Northern China by Robert Fortune 
nearly seventy years ago. It forms a 
freely-branched, deciduous shrub up to 
10 feet or so in height, which in the mouth 
of May is clothed with racemes of pure 
white blossoms. It used to be very gener¬ 
ally known as Spiraea grandlflora. A 
second species is 

E. Alberti, of a sturdy, erect, habit of 
growth, altogether lnrgcr and more 
vigorous than E. grandlflora. Tlie blos¬ 
soms are pure white. A decidedly un¬ 
common species is 

E. Giralui, which Mr. Bean considers 
may possibly be a variety of E. grandiflora, 
but one likely to prove even superior as a 

Digitized by GoOglC 


flowering shrub. In Gardening for June 
2nd Sir F. W. Moore refers to the Exo- 
ehordas as being as hardy as nails and 
worth a place in OA’ery garden. 

E. MACRANTHA, above alluded to as of 
hybrid origin, was raised by M. Lemoine, 
of Nancy, from E. Alberti, fertilised with 
the pollen of E. grandiflora. It is in 
general appearance about midway between 
its parents, the pure white flowers being 
very freely borne. K. R. W. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Fothcrgilla major.—The Fothergillas are 
included in the same natural order of 
plants as the Witch Hazels, and are quite 
as interesting and showy, although per¬ 
fectly distinct. Until a few years ago the 
only siieeies grown here was F. Gurdeni, a 
slender-branched shrub with small heads 
of white flowers, but there are now two 
others available, F. major and F. monti- 
eoia, closely allied plants of which F. 
major is the better known. The plant 
under notice Avas originally introduced 
over a century ago, but was lost until its 
reintroduction early in tlie present cen¬ 
tury. it is a native of the Eastern United 
States, and under normal conditions forms 
a hush upwards of (> feet high. Here it 
appears as if it will grow 3 feet or 4 feet 
high, forming a shapely bush with broad, 
oval leaves which in autumn turn to a 
bright golden colour. The flowers are 
white and produced in rounded, cylindrical 
heads from the points of tlie shoots. In¬ 
dividually they are small, the most con¬ 
spicuous part being the stamens, but, as 
they are borne many together, they are 
collectively very attractive. It should be 
planted to form a group In light, loamy 
soil to which a little i»eat has been added, 
and it is wise to apply a surface dressing 
of leaves to tlie ground in order to keep 
the soil about the roots iiermunently moist. 
Cuttings of young shoots inserted in light 
soil In a close frame during summer root 
readily and good flowering plants are soon 
secured. Flowering takes place during 
May and early June.—D. 

Crataego-Mespilus. — There are three 
trees included uuder this composite generic 
name, two being graft hybrids between the 
White Thorn (Crfitiegus monogynn) and 
the Medlar (Mespilus germauica), and the 
other a supposed natural seed hybrid be¬ 
tween the same trees. They are a pecu¬ 
liarly interesting trio, for tlie graft hybrids 
produce several quite different types of 
flowers and fruits in addition to being ex¬ 
cellent flowering trees. C.-M. Asnieresii 
and C.-M. Dardari are the two in question, 
and both form bushy-headed trees 15 feet 
or so in height. The former is less vari- 
able than the other, which produces leaves, 
flowers, and fruits like those of the Haw¬ 
thorn and Medlar and others of an Inter¬ 
mediate character. C.-M. Asnieresii also 
shows considerable variation in the size 
and arrangement of the flowers and in tlie 
outline of the leaves. The third plant is 
C.-M. grandiflora, sometimes called Me- 
xpilus Smith! and Pyrus lobata. This lias 
much larger flowers than the Thorn, but 
instead of being borne singly as in tlie 
Medlar they are in clusters. Tlie leaves 
also show characters differing from those 
of tlie Thorn or Medlar, but more closely 
resemble those of tlie latter tree. Ail 
three trees are easily grown, and are in¬ 
cluded in the front rank for ornamental 
purposes —W. 


"The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds."— JNVir Edition, Wh, revised, with descriptions 
of all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium Svo, Ijs .; 
post free, 16s. 0d. 0/ all Booksellers or from the ofice 

of Gardening Illustrated, 63. Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
London, 11’. C. £. 


VEGETABLES. 

PEAS FOR A BATE CROP. 
Arrangements should he made with as 
little delay 11 s possible for ensuring a crop 
of lute Peas. If it is possible to select the 
ground, that which was manured earlier 
in the season will suffice. In the top spit 
superphosphate of lime may be used witli 
much advantage. I prefer to sow Peas 
below the ground-level, ns then one has 
room for mulching when the jiod s begin to 
form, and during a time of drought a more 
liberal supply of water and liquid manure 
can be given. In tlie preparation of the 
ground it will be found time well spent if 
tlie bottom spit is well broken up before 
adding manure. On new ground it is 
often best to wait a Couple of days, so that 
the soil limy get a chance of drying. 

Sowing. —Whatever may have been tlie 
practice in relation to sowing early Peas, 
there is always a disposition to sow much 
too thickly. For late cropping, however, 
tlie reverse ought to he tlie case, as the 
best results always follow when plenty of 
room is given. Three inches between the 
seeds for an autumn crop are none too 
much for sorts like The Gladstone, Auto¬ 
crat, and those of tall growth, as Ne Pius 
Ultra and British Queen. One is more 
likely to have good dishes of Peas ns late 
as tlie weather holds fairly good where 
tlie plants have been given plenty of room 
and whore air and sun can get between 
them.- It is the thickly-sown rows that 
have the battle for existence and which 
too often succumb to attacks of mildew. 
Bate sorts should tie staked as soon as 
earthing up has been done, and not left 
until they get too tall. 1 like to sow be¬ 
tween June 1st and 10th. In tlie southern 
counties a little later will suffice. 

Stimulants. —Few tilings in tlie vege¬ 
table garden respond more quickly to 
stimulants than Peas. Mulchings of 
manure, a soaking of liquid manure after 
the ordinary watering, or a dressing of 
some well-known fertiliser will soon have 
tlie desired effect, and though in a dry 
time Peas are amongst tlie first to suffer, 
if care has been taken to work in some 
good dung at tlie base before sowing tlie 
ill-effects will be considerably minimised. 

Beahurst. 


CURRENT WORK IN ABBOTMENTS. 
Box-raised Onions should te planted out 
during the month of April when tlie condi¬ 
tion of tlie soil and the weather are 
favourable. This year, however, only iu 
a very few instances lias it been jiossible 
to do tlie work in April. The majority of 
the Onions will have been planted out dur¬ 
ing May. 

We will presume that all are now in 
their permanent quarters. If the allot¬ 
ment is at some considerable distance from 
the cultivator’s dwelling-house there is a 
possibility of tlie plants suffering some¬ 
what from lack of water during the first 
stage of growth. East year a small culti¬ 
vator planted oiU 1,000 Onion plants of 
the varieties Ailsa Craig, Premier, and 
Rousham Park Hero. He consistently 
watered them during a spell of dry 
weather and was ridiculed for doing so by 
a neighbour—a large cultivator. The re¬ 
sult was that the latter’s crop ripened 
prematurely and was a comparatively 
light one, that of the forinec maturing 
more slowly three weeks later and being a 
very heavy one, the total weight being 
about 2 ewt. and the bulbs very fine 
ones. The large cultivator, who did not 
believe in taking any trouble with liis 
crops beyond that of ordinary hoeing and 
thinning out, said tic was astonistied at 
such good results. When tlie soil is ap- 
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proaching dryness thoroughly soak it with 
dear water at least twice a week, and, 
hdween each watering, use the Dutch hoe 
letween the rows. Surface mulch early if 
suitable material can be obtained, and feed 
when the plants begin to grow freely. If 
the young plants are allowed to get very 
dry, and remain so, they lose valuable 
time and have to start growth again tit the 
beginning, as it were. 

Thinning out seedlings. —This is a 
very Important item in the management of 
tkp crops. The earliest to need thinning 
will be Parsnips. Their leaves, even in a 


Iwiee except where they are not numerous 
in the rows. If possible always retain a 
seedling that is a little isolated from the 
others, as then there will not be any risk 
of disturbing it when the others are with¬ 
drawn and discarded. The final thinning 
should be to a lam t 5 inches apart for 
medium-sized roots. If the thinning is 
tentatively carried out many bunches of 
young Carrots will be available for tbe 
market or home use instead of all the 
surplus being thrown away. 

Turnips. —The garden Swede is finding 
more favour than usual now, although it 


young stage, are large, and overcrowding 
soon occurs. Thin out the plants to an 
average of 9.inches apart; if two good 
specimens are growing about 5 inches or 
li inches apart and there is a space of a 
foot between these and the next good plant 
retain the two, and so on. Where plants 
are growing thickly in the rows the dis¬ 
tance of 9 inches can be made the rule 
right through. 

Oarkots will next require attention, 
and the more crowded the seedlings are in 
the rows the earlier should tlie work of 
thinning out be done. In the case of 
Carrots it is advlsablyTOHiiin the se(filings 


lvisabl«'TO»thin the sealing 

CjO gle 


has been much appreciated for several 
years by the few. It will be quite soon 
enough to sow the seeds in June. The 
early crops of garden Turnips will require 
to be finally thinned now, and more seeds 
must he sown to ensure a succession of 
tender roots. 

Slugs and the Turnip fi.y. — The 
former often destroys Carrots wholesale. 
The best preventive I have used is a mix¬ 
ture of ashes and soot. These ingredients, 
in a dry state, 1 scatter about twice a 
week on tile Carrot bed, and I notice ttiat 
singe travel very slowly over them and 
many of them turn away from the bed 


Viburnum Carlcsi after winter in open border. Sussex. (See page 325.) 


itself. To stem the ravages of the Turnip 
fly mix a wineglassful of petroleum with a 
gallon of water; stir violently, syringe on 
the liquid early in the morning, and then 
throw dry road dust thinly on the wet 
Turnip-leaves. The road dust must be 
procured from roads not frequented by 
motors. Sow seeds at the end of May and 
early in June of 

Beet, Dwarf and Runner Beans, the 
former in soil broken up very flnel.v to a 
depth of at least 18 inches. The Dwarf 
Beans should he thinly sown in rows 2 feet 
apart, forming a plantation by themselves. 
The Runner Beans will be much more 
remunerative if sown in isolated rows— 
that is, about 12 feet or 15 feet apurt— 
with other kinds of vegetables between. 
Drop the Beet seeds about 3 inches apart 
in a zigzag line in the drill; there will 
not be any waste of seeds nor will it be 
necessary to do much thinning out. The 
final thinning should be to about 7 inches 
apart. 

Peas. —Stick the earliest plants well, 
using plenty of small sticks at the bottom 
of tile taller ones, and keep the latter 
almost ns wide apart at the top ns they 
are at the bottom then the haulm will not 
fall through. About this time begin to 
put on surface mulches where soils are 
naturally dry. Sow seeds of mainerop 
varieties freely now, and reserve a few of 
the earliest round-seeded sorts to sow for 
late use, as these often succeed where late 
Marrowfats fail. 

Greens.— Brussels Sprouts should be 
planted in their [lermauent quarters as 
early as possible. Make the soil moder¬ 
ately rich and have it lirm. If the plants 
do not make satisfactory progress give a 
small dose of nitrate of soda two months 
after the Anal planting, l’ouug plants of 
Cottagers’ Kale, Savoys, Broccoli, Cauli¬ 
flower, etc., should be transplanted to 
nursery beds for a time rather than leave 
them crowded ia their seed beds. The 
transplanting will make them stocky and 
well fitted for withstanding rough weather 
in open allotments. All the ISrassieas are 
gross feeders and must be grown in fairly 
rich soil, otherwise they will not be re¬ 
munerative. Although the ground should 
be rich it must also be firmed for all these 
crops that are to remain in it during the 
winter. G. G. B. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Value of spent Hops_I am able to get 

cheaply considerable quantities of spent 
Hops from a brewery and also stable 
manure made with peat-moss litter. I am 
somewhat doubtful as to whether these are 
good for garden work, and shall be obliged 
if you will tell me whether they are, and, 
if so, how they are best treated and used ? 
—C. James. 

[Siient Hops are of little or no manurial 
value for a garden. They may, however, 
be used for lightening a heavy and reten¬ 
tive soil and for the surface mulching of 
fruit-trees. Even then too great a thick¬ 
ness of them should not be placed round 
the trees, as it is essential that air and 
warmth should not be excluded. What we 
should advise you to do with them is as 
follows :—If you contemplate doing any 
trenching next winter or intend forming 
new Asparagus beds another season mix 
them with the subsoil. In this way you 
could get rid of a considerable quantity. 
They would in that case prove of real 
benefit by lightening, draining, and warm¬ 
ing the subsoil, as well as in preparing it 
for being brought to the surface In the 
future. Peat-moss litter, again, is only 
suitable for employment for garden pur¬ 
poses in a similar manner. This, of 
course, has one advantage over spent Hops 
in that it possesses a certain amount of 
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far too many shoots are usually produced 
on the spurs. It is yet too early to stop 
the growths. If aphis appears on the 
points of the growths, syringe with an 
insecticide. Quassia extract is a safe 
remedy for these and similar insect pests. 

A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Ripe Grapes.—Houses containing ripe 
Grapes which are being cut as required 
should be ventilated rather freely, and 
during the day, in the present warm 
weather, abundance of air should be ad¬ 
mitted both through the top and front ven¬ 
tilators. Black Grapes are apt to lose 
colour, and should they have to hang for a 
long time they will keep better if a light 
.■•hading is placed on the roof—either a 
couple of thicknesses of fish-netting, thin 
tiffany, or stippling the glass with whit¬ 
ing. Damp the surface of the border and 
the paths once on dull days, but more fre¬ 
quently in hot weather. During the day 
no fire heat is necessary. The valves may 
lie closed, or, if the fires are stopped very 
early in the day, the valves need not be 
interfered with. Now that the fruit is 
finished, the sub-lateral growths may be 
allowed to extend. After the fruit is cut 
give the foliage a thorough syringing with 
clear water, as red-spider may lie present. 
The water may he applied with a good 
force by means of a hose-pipe. 

Early Peaches are nearing the ripening 
stage, and have been afforded a thorough 
watering, so that no more moisture will he 
required till the,fruits are all gathered. 
All the fruits should, if possible, lie on the 
upper side of the trees, where they will ob¬ 
tain the maximum amount of sunlight and 
air. Some varieties, when the fruits are 
ripening, need a slight protection from 
bright sunshine to prevent scalding. Dur¬ 
ing the ripening the house should be kept 
dry, and plenty of air admitted through 
both the top and bottom ventilators. The 
fruits in 

Late houses are making rapid progress, 
and an abundance of air is admitted both 
night and day. The trees are thoroughly 
syringed with rain-water in the morning 
ami afternoon, and the atmosphere kept 
cool and moist by damping the walls and 
paths frequently. It will be safe now to 
finally thin the fruits. 

Perpetual - flowering Carnations for 
autumn and winter flowering are all in 
their flowering-pots, and are stood on a 
lied of ashes in cold-frames. The only 
attention they now need is ample ventila¬ 
tion, careful watering, and an occasional 
look over for stopping the shoots. The 
extent to which stopping is carried de¬ 
pends on the variety. Some sorts should 
not lie stopped after the first week in June, 
while others may he stopped up to the 
second week in July. 

Autumn-sown Onions, which were trans¬ 
planted in the spring, are swelling their 
bulbs, and are afforded liberal dressings of 
artificial manure so that supplies may be 
available as quickly as possible. Stir the 
soil between tile rows. Spring - sown 
Onions raised under glass and which have 
since been planted out are now well estab¬ 
lished. They require to have the? soil made 
very firm about the roots. Use the Dutch 
hoe frequently and dress the surface of the 
soil with soot each week. 

Early Leeks_Endeavour to obtain as 

soon as possible the desired height of 
blanching by gradually earthing up. 
Plenty of water must lie given at the roots, 
and the tops should be sprayed every fine 
afternoon. Continue to put out the later 
sowings as the plants become ready. Fol¬ 
iate plantings, deep holes may lie made, 
dropping the young plants in to the depth 
of aliout 10 inches and gradually filling up 
as growtii advances. Young plantations of 

Seakale intended for forcing next season 
are sufficiently advanced in growth to re¬ 
quire attention. Each plant should he ex¬ 
amined arid the yoiing^cignvths reduced to 

Digitized by vjOOglC 


one on each, so that good single crowns 
may he available for forcing. When this 
has been done, loosen the soil between the 
rows with a hoe, and if the ground is dry 
give the roots a liberal watering. As tire 
season advances a dressing of guano or 
soot may he given with advantage. The 
plants will require hut little more beyond 
keeping the ground free from weeds, 
although it should be remembered that 
Seakale crowns force best after a damp 
season. Therefore, if dry weather pre¬ 
vails, water liberally while the plants are 
growing freely. A second sowing of 

Runner Beans should he made about the 
middle of this mouth in order to keep up 
a supply as far into the autumn as pos¬ 
sible. A site sheltered from the west wind 
should he chosen for planting, because 
rough winds in October often damage the 
plants and spoil the crop. When the 
young plants are well through trie ground 
pluoe strong sticks in position, so that the 
growths may have a good support from the 
commencement. When the shoots reach 
the top of the sticks pinch out the tops in 
order to promote the groutli of side 
blanches, which will furnish extra pods. 
A sowing of Climbing French Beans may 
also lie made iu the same manner. 

Cucumber plants require constant atten¬ 
tion otherwise the crop will suffer. Bed- 
spider, which is a troublesome pest at all 
times, is especially in evidence at this 
stage. Vigorous syringing and frequent 
damping of the beds and bare spaces will 
do much to check trie spread. Dryness at 
the roots is one of the chief causes of red- 
spider ; therefore, guard against this hy 
affording liberal supplies of moisture and 
occasional applications of manure. If the 
growth shows signs of attack from red- 
spider, syringe the plants in the evening. 
Cut the fruits as soon as they are of a suit¬ 
able size, and if not required immediately 
stand the stalk end in water. Regulate 
the growth at least once weekly, remov¬ 
ing all useless shoots. Continue to top- 
dress the plants with suitable material as 
often as necessary. Plants growing in 
frames will need the growths regulated and 
pegged down. Syringe the foliage each 
afternoon, and close the frame early or 
late in the day according to the weather. 
When the fruits commence to form top¬ 
dressing should he afforded and stimulants 
when watering, exactly as recommended 
for the plants m houses. F. W. G. 


.SCOTLAND. 

Summer planting_During the week a 

beginning was made with the annual 
summer planting. This has been to a con¬ 
siderable extent curtailed. Much more 
use than usual is being mads of semi-hardy 
and easily-raised subjects, such as Pent- 
steinons, Antirrhinums, and similar things. 
Some beds are lieing filled with hardy 
Fuchsias, with a view to their being per¬ 
manent. Other beds will be occupied hy 
Salvia Pride of Zurich, which is easily pro¬ 
pagated to any extent during tile spring. 
Others, again, will lie filled with Begonias; 
in fact, the summer-bedding stuff has been 
this year selected with a view to reducing 
propagation and work to a minimum, while 
the class of plants chosen will give a good 
display. Owing to a combination of cir¬ 
cumstances, the work has been begun ap¬ 
preciably earlier than usual. The beds 
were empty, the plants were well hardened, 
and the soil was in excellent order owing 
to recent rains. In another way this 
rather early planting was expedient, for 
the saving of time in respect of the daily 
watering is considerable. 

Margaret Carnations_In a hardy-flower 

border, the hack of which is occupied hy 
Phloxes and Eryngiums, a large quantity 
of these useful annual Carnations was 
planted. These, if not equal to border 
varieties, are very free-flowering, and fill 
up rapidly, while they bloom at about six 
months from seed, and continue in bloom 
throughout the season. A further sowing 


has just been made. The resulting seed¬ 
lings will he pricked off into boxes, and 
ultimately potted into 5-inch pots. Grown 
in cold-frames, these, when housed in 
November, will bloom throughout the 
winter, and will to some extent take the 
place of Perpetual-flowering Carnations, 
the culture of which lias meantime, and it 
is hoped only temporarily, been given up. 
These Margaret varieties cause no work 
beyond watering; they are not liable to 
lust or other disease, and if vaporised 
lightly now and then, aphides, their only 
enemy, are quite easily kept at bay. In 
former years I have hail these in bloom 
from November till April. , 

Cosmos.—Some use is being made of 
Cosmos—-the early - blooming varieties. 
The old C. bipinnatus is not to he recom¬ 
mended. Owing to its late period of 
flowering, the blooms very seldom expand 
before the plants are cut over by frost. 
The early-flowering sorts bloom from June 
onward. 

Gooseberries and Currants promise very 
heavy crops. Whitsun has come and gone, 
hut, as yet, young Gooselierries are too 
small to pick, although they are usually 
available at that season. A close watch is 
being kept for outbreaks of caterpillar. 
We rarely suffer much, but vigilance is 
necessary, and on the first symptoms of the 
pest the bushes are freely dusted with soot. 

Pears and Plums are setting fairly freely. 
In the case of trees yet in bloom ill a 
westerly exposure hand-pollination is yet 
being continued, although, with the more 
genial weather, insect life is much more 
numerous than it was even a week ago. 

Peaches and Nectarines_There are indi¬ 

cations of a particularly heavy crop in the 
case of both of these. The young fruits 
are swelling freely, and, while some little 
thinning has been done, it is well to spread 
this necessary work over a somewhat pro¬ 
longed period. 

Morello Cherries_On a long north wall. 

these are at the time of writing in full 
bloom. As there is a large number of 
trees, both old and young, pollination is 
left entirely to insect agency with always 
very satisfactory results. 

Apple-trees_I cannot recall a season 

when Apple blossom was so late. In a 
general way, we expect a full bloom dur¬ 
ing tile closing days of May ; indeed, the 
frost has done damage at that time. This 
season it will he well into June before 
Apple blossom is general, except, of course, 
in tile ease of wall trees. Those are in ex¬ 
cellent form, Ribstoii Pippin, as usual, 
being earliest in flower, closely followed by 
Scarlet Nonpareil and Margil. 

Wasps and rats.—The usual crusade 
against wasps and rats Is in full swing. 
A bounty of one penny on the production 
of the body of a queen wasp or of a rat is a 
good speculation on the part of fruit¬ 
growers and of gardeners generally. The 
payment of a similar bounty in the case of 
sparrows and of their eggs—3d. per dozen 
was paid for the latter—some years ago 
has resulted almost in the extermination 
of these birds. They are now almost as 
seldom seen as the cuckoo in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of these gardens. 

Vegetable garden_Sown-out Onions 

have now all been hand-weeded. At the 
same time, where the seedlings were very 
thick, a little thinning was done, and the 
lines were afterwards dressed with soot 
and hoed. More Cauliflowers and Brussels 
Sprouts were put out. Plants of the former 
from autumn sowings are decidedly in ad¬ 
vance of those, from spring sowing in heat. 
Put out some time ago, the former are 
coming away rapidly. Afore Cabbages and 
Red Cabbages were also planted. A 
further and filial sowing of Broad Beans 
was made. Parsley has been thinned, and 
the best of the thinnings were trans¬ 
planted. A final sowing of Carrots was 
made in the open. Early Turnips have 
been thinned, and more seed was sown. 

W. ArrGuFFWi. 
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ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

June 5th, 1917. 

The fortnightly meeting, held on the 
above date, was far more enjoyable than 
some of its immediate predecessors, owing 
to the increased width between the tables, 
which, while showing the exhibits to 
better advantage, also enabled visitors to 
inspect them with a greater degree of 
comfort. On all sides, too, there was 
much to admire. Irises, the newer 
Bearded sorts more particularly, fasci¬ 
nated many by their beauty. For the rest 
there were line displays of Roses, flower¬ 
ing shrubs, Carnations, white single 
Pieonies, Eremuri, and much besides. 
Orchids were in the minority. 

HARDY FLOWERS AND ALriNES. 

The gold medal group of Sweet Peas, 
Snapdragons, and Columbines, from 
Messrs. Dobbie-and Co., was the outstand¬ 
ing feature of the exhibition. Finer 
hybrid Columbines of the long-spurred 
section we have never seen, the variety 
embracing salmon, pink, red, scarlet, 
cream, white, blue, and others, with not 
a few harmonious combinations. Elegant 
in the highest degree, few plants are more 
pleasing in the garden or when cut. The 
Snapdragons afforded a remarkable colour 
range in which red, scarlet, golden, prim¬ 
rose, white, and others were remarked. 
Prima Donna, a pleasing combination of 
salmon and maize colouring, is of the 
medium set and gained an Award of 
Merit. Amber Queen, Maize Queen. Mdon- 
light (reddish-apricot, one of the most 
showy), Nelrose (pink), Golden Morn, and 
Coccineum were among the liner sorts, the 
white, yellow, and primrose seifs being 
also good. Sweet Peas, too, were excel¬ 
lent, Ivorine, Dobbie's Cream, and Tom 
Jones (violet and blue) being some of the 
varieties. The entire group was ad¬ 
mirably displayed. A group of hardy 
plants from Mr. ,T. C. Allgrove grew out 
from a background of towering spires of 
Eremuri, chiefly, however, of such ns E. 
robustus albas and E. Elwesianus. Many 
were 7 feet or more high and most im- 
jiosing as a whole. Robinia Kelseyi (pink- 
flowered, flrst-class certificate), Deutzia 
Vilmorime (white, long sprays, most pro¬ 
fusely flowered), and Magnolia Watsoni 
(these gaining Awards of Merit) were also 
noted. Tlie rare Magnolia parviflora 
(creamy-white with crimson anthers) was 
in quantity and in excellent condition, 
while Rheum Alexandra 1 , remarkable for 
tlie leafy sulphur-coloured bracts which 
furnish the flower-stems, was given a cul¬ 
tural commendation. The alpine group 
from Mi-. G. G. Whitelegg was noteworthy 
for the great wealth of Edraianthus 
Pumilio and E. puiniliorum, a hundred or 
more plauts of the first-named sheeting 
the forefront of the exhibit with its Royal 
purple bells. It was the finest exhibit of 
the plant we have yet seen. Dianthus 
alpinus (unusually rich in colour), Saxi- 
fraga calabrlca (snow-white), and 
Asperula Gussoni were among other 
things. Mr. G. Reuthe staged a consider¬ 
able variety of hardy plants, which in¬ 
cluded not a few choice si>eeies of Rhodo¬ 
dendrons, notably R. Roylei (varying in 
colour from light to deep red), It. Keysii 
(a continuous-flowering kind with briek- 
red cylindrical flowers). It. campylo- 
carpum, R. eiunabarinum. and others. A 
vase of Magnolia Watsoni displayed this 
noble creamy-flowered kind to advantage, 
while Embothrium coccineum (brilliant 
scarlet), Edwardsia grandiflora (yellow), 
and species of Leptostiermum among 
shrubby plants were others of note. 
Among nlpines, Cotyledon simplicifolius 
(with drooping, golden-yellow flowers), 
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Orchis maeulata alba, Dianthus alpinus, 
and pretty groups of Ramondia serbiea 
and It. Natalia- were particularly good. 
Miss Wiilmott, Warley Place, contributed 
a charming basket of the not often seen 
Campanula rupestris, a biennial species 
from .Spain, having erect, pale blue, 
white-throated bells, tiie plants but an 
Inch or two high. As shown it was most 
attractive. From Mr. Amos Perry came 
a series of new Poppies and a fine blue 
variety of Iris sibirica named Perry’s 
Blue, which gained an Award of Merit. 
It is both good and distinct in colour. 
Pieouia alblflora grandiflora has never be¬ 
fore appeared at one of these meetings in 
such quantity or splendour, tlie great 
white saucer-large blossoms and golden 
anthers being admired by all. It came 
from Mr. F. Gifford. Of quite another 
tyjie was the lovely tree Ptooriy Esperance, 
of which three handsome flowers were re¬ 
marked in an extensive group from Mr. 
G. W. Miller. It is a semi-double-flowered 
variety, the cupped lemon-coloured flowers 
suffused rose with crimson base and 
golden anthers; the most beautiful hardy 
plant in the whole show. The same ex¬ 
hibitor also staged a very handsome stand 
of Heuchera tiarellaoides, a graceful 
pink-flowered sort everybody should grow. 
Another feast of beauty was the collection 
of Iris from Messrs. Wallace and Co. 
Teeming of the modern improvements 
of a great race, it appealed to all lovers 
of hardy flowers. Some of tlie choicer 
sorts were Prosper Lnugier (best de¬ 
scribed as a glorified Jncqulniana), Ring¬ 
dove (rosy-mauve, deeiier-coloured falls, 
(Award of Merit), Rhein-Nixe (white and 
violet-purple), Lohengrin (rose), Ma Mie 
(white, pencilled violet, a lovely sort), 
Isoline (pink and old rose), Alcazar 
(violet-purple and bronze), and Edouard 
Michel (deep wine colour). Many others 
were on view, the yard-high spikes with 
endless buds demonstrating great freedom 
of flowering. Of a different pattern-were 
the early hybrid bulbous Irises from Mr. 
Herbert Chapman, Rye. These precede 
the Spanish Irises by a fortnight in their 
flowering, and, while more vigorous, have 
bolder and more handsome flowers. The 
range of colour, too, is excellent. Two 
plants of merit, Dianthus Firefly and 
I’entstemon Davidsoni, now referred to P. 
rupieola, were noted in a small collection 
from Mr. Clarence Elliott. 

FLOWERING AND OTHER SHRUBS. 
An excellent group of Clematis was 
arranged by Messrs. Fii>er, such sorts as 
Nellie Moser, Marcel Moser, Villi' de 
Lyon (a bright carmine-red of the A’iti- 
cella type), and Mrs. Cliolmondeley (light 
blue) being among the more prominent 
sorts. The new Actiuidia Ilcnryi, with 
firm, glossy leaves and drooping clusters 
of rose-coloured flowers, was also re¬ 
marked. Some splendidly-flowered ex¬ 
amples of the now scarce Azalea roweflora 
also found place in the group. The fine 
pure white double-flowered Lilac Ellen 
Wiilmott was one of the best tilings in a 
group from Messrs. Paul and Son, 
Cheshunt. Liter than any other white, it 
is also probably the best. It gained an 
Award of Merit. A pretty pink, single- 
flowered Rose was labelled Rosa rnicro- 
phylla x R. nigosa. Tlie flowers are 3 
inches across, the hybrid intermediate in 
habit between the parents. Rosa xantbina 
(yellow) and Lonicera fuehsioides (an im¬ 
proved scarlet trumpet Honeysuckle) were 
very beautiful. Mr. It. C. Noteutt con¬ 
tributed a collection of Lilacs, Crata-gus, 
and Cylisus. Among the good things from 
Messrs. ,T. Cheal and Sons were Azalea 
Davies! (white and yellow), A. coecinea 
splendens (a lovely bit of colour), and A. 


occideutalis in variety. Viburnums, 
Deutzias, Spira-as, and the uncommon 
Fraxinus Ornus were others in the same 
group. 

GREENIIOUSE PLANTS. 

Standard Fuchsias, scented and Ivy¬ 
leaved Pelargoniums, Heliotrope, sweet- 
scented Verbena, and others of like 
character were freely arranged by Messrs. 
II. B. May and Sons over n groundwork 
of the best of tlie crested Scohqieiidnums 
and other hardy Ferns, while Gardenias, 
Hydrangeas, and Verbenas in well-grown 
examples were also freely employed. 
Asparagus defies us, one of the most 
graceful of its set, was also noted. Par¬ 
ticularly good, .sturdy, and well-flowered 
were tlie Streptoc-arpi from Messrs. Stuart 
Low ami Co The batch was interesting 
and instructive because cold grown 
throughout, which should make them more 
serviceable to many amateurs. All colours 
were represented. lA-ptospermum Nicholi 
(red), L. Boscaweni (pink), and L. verti- 
eillatum (scarlet) were also well shown by 
Messrs. Low Hydrangeas in variety and 
Hippcastruins with liardy flowers were a 
contribution from Messrs. William Cut- 
bush and Son. Fancy and Regal Pelar¬ 
goniums with others of the Ivy-loaved 
section were nicely displayed by Messrs. 
Canned and Sons, some of the dark- 
flowered sorts of tiic first-named set be¬ 
ing very attractive. Thalietrum aquile- 
giiefolium rubruiu from tills firm was 
particularly good. 

ROSES. 

These, from Mr. Elisha J. Hicks, were 
beautiful; none more attractive, perhaps, 
than tlie enppery-SQlmori hybrid Briar 
Louis Barbier. In addition. Queen of the 
Belgians (single pink). Star of Honour 
(single white), and Princess Mary (single 
crimson) were very good. Paul’s Scarlet 
Climber was tlie most notable item in a 
big group from Messrs. W. Paul and Soli, 
White Tausendschon being also re¬ 
marked. Both were in pillar-formed ex¬ 
amples. Messrs. F. Cant and Co. and 
B. R. Cant and Sons each contributed a 
small collection. 

CARNATIONS. 

Mr. J.,Douglas showed an excellent col¬ 
lection of greenhouse-grown border Car¬ 
nations—Orange King. My Clove (of a 
beautiful pink shade), Goliath (yellow). 
Mrs. Brotberston (freckled clove), Lieu¬ 
tenant Shackletou (buff), and Hercules 
(maroon). All were very fine. Mr. J. C. 
Jenner, Messrs. Stuart Low and Co., and 
Messrs. All wood Brothers ail showed 
perpetual-flowering sorts, tlie last-named 
firm also displaying their new race of 
Dianthus Allwoodi (hybrids of Carnations 
and Pinks), which, as shown, appeared 
soiuewlm t weedy-looking. 

ORCHIDS. 

The only Orchid novelty of the meeting 
was Miltonia vexillarin Sir Mervyn 
Buller, a pink-flowered sort with crimson 
centre. It gained an Award of Merit. 
Odontioda General Haig (rose and white), 
Odontoglossum Chanticleer, O. cxlriiillus, 
and O. Menicr St. Vincent, and O. 
Epicnsta (an exceptionally dark variety 
witii rosy tips) were all noted in a charm¬ 
ing group from Messrs. Armstrong and 
Brown. Sir Jeremiah Column. Bart., had 
a handsome siiecimen of Dendrobium 
acuminatum ; also Tliunia gattonensis 
and Saccolabium ampullaeeum. Messrs. 
Sander ami Sons showed a variety of 
Lielio-Cattleyas and Miltonia s, Messrs. 
Stuart Low and Co. exhibiting Cattleyns 
and Odontiodas in variety. 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLES. 

No fruit was slipjvn. and the only ex¬ 
hibit of vegetables was that from Messrs. 
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Barr anti Sons, which gained a Gold 
medal. Some five-dozen dishes of excel¬ 
lent produce were staged. Potatoes In¬ 
cluded Sharpe’s Express, King Edward 
VII., May Queen, and Midlothian Early. 
Marrows Long Green and Perfection. 
Carrot Iiarr's Earliest, a perfect Sample; 
while Alderman Peas, Delicacy Cucum¬ 
ber, Asparagus, and Stirling Castle 
Tomato were among other things. Salads 
were In plenty, and all were first-rate. 

A complete list of the certificated plants 
and medals awarded will appear in our 
next issue. 


BEES. 

FRUIT-PRESERVING AND HONEY. 
The Fond Production Department has been 
requested to make a statement on the 
above question, and has announced that 
honey may be used in fruit-preserving w ith 
success. As a substitute for sugar in jam¬ 
making honey is splendid, but, of course, 
only few- have it to spore, or can obtain it. 

I am told that in large towns it can only 
be purchased to-day at such a high price 
ns 2s. or 2s. fid. a pound. New honey will, 
however, be on the market very soon now-, 
and in rural districts will be purchasable 
at very little above normal prices, I think. 
The rule is to use honey in the same pro¬ 
portions as sugar for jams, hut those who 
do not keep bees and can only obtain honey 
by purchase will find the price far higher 
than that of sugar. It may safely be said 
that honey can be used for all purposes 
for w hich sugar is used. Honey-users find 
that with fruits, etc., it improves the taste 
far more than sugar does. Its sweetening 
properties certainly seem to bo more pro¬ 
nounced. which leads one to the conclusion 
that it is economical and that less weight 
may be used than sugar. I think it is 
quite likely that honey can still be ob¬ 
tained first-hand from the amateur bee- 
kce[ier at reasonable prices. In these days, 
when only Barley-flour is being used in 
patriotic households for the few cakes and 
little pastry made, it is well to note that 
honey is of especial value because of the 
freshness and keeping lowers it imparts. 
Prospective purchasers should be on the 
look-out for this season's honey. Bees are 
working exceptionally fast, and nectar is 
coining in plentifully. Where bees are 
kept, honey will probably be abundant. 

Bee-keepers should still watch their bees 
diligently, and take every care to make 
the most of swarms, as suggested in these 
I ages a week or two ago. Ventilate freely 
on hot days. B. R. II. 

Spraying and bee disease_The busy- 

bodies who now control the food of the 
country—much to everybody’s dissatisfac¬ 
tion—arc making great parade of the 
virtues of spraying. We see that a lesson 
in Potato spraying has been given to a 
Society gathering in Kensington Gardens. 
Spraying, it is urged, prevents disease. 
Possibly, but what causes the disease in 
the first instance? Some unhealthy condi¬ 
tion that ought to have been prevented. 
Spraying may do good, but it may also do 
harm. Poisons may get on greenstuff 
which is to be eaten, on fruit, and if human 
beings do not suffer, the bees or other bene¬ 
ficent insects probably will. In my garden 
—where I do not use much manure, chemi¬ 
cal or otherwise—I have felt no need for 
spraying. I have an idea that it will yet 
lie found that spraying is responsible for 
the poisoning of bees aud the so-called Isle 
of Wight disease. I would like to hear 
other gardeners’ experiences.—W. 

Growing Sugar Beet.—Having been told 
that the cultiv-at.irvn of Sugar Beet ia quite dif¬ 
ferent- -especially in the manner of watering— 
from that of ordinary Beetroot, I shall be 
grateful for in4rtrnctiom=a*VEN 
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CORRESPONDENCE. bhobt replies. 


Questions. —Queries and answers are in¬ 
serted in Gardening free of charge if corre¬ 
spondents follow these rides : All communications 
should be clearly written on* one side of the paper 
only , and addressed to the Editor of Gardening, I 
03, Lincoln's Inn Fields , London, W.C. 2. \ 
Letters on business should be sent to the Pub¬ 
lisher. The name and address of the sender 
are required in addition to any designation he 
may desire to be used in the paper. When 
more than one query is sent each should be on a 
separate piece of paper, the name and address 
being added to each. As Gardening has to be 
sent to press some days in advance of date , 
queries cannot always be replied to in the issue 
immediately following their receipt. We do not 
reply to queries by post. 

Naming plants. — All who wish their 
plants to be rightly named should send fair 
examples of each—the stem , leaf, flower, or fruit. 

(Snippets of leaves and points of shoots are use¬ 
less. ) Not more than four plants should be sent 
in any one week by the same correspondent. 
Where more than one kind is sent they should be 
numbered. Of conifers the fruit should always 
be sent. 

Naming fruit. —Several specimens in dif¬ 
ferent stages of colour awl size of the same kind 
yrtally assist in its determination. We have 
received from several correspondents single speci¬ 
mens of fruits for naming, thi.se in many cases 
being unripe and otherwise poor. We can under¬ 
take to name only four varieties at a time. 


FRUIT. 

Propagating Loganberries (Bon Accord ).— 
The Loganberry lends itself readily to pro¬ 
pagation by division of the roots, every piece 
having an eye or growth attached to it even¬ 
tually forming a stool. It can also be in¬ 
creased from cuttings made from the tops of 
shoots produced the previous year. These 
should be about 18 inches long, and be planted 
in firm ground in February or earlier—say, 
when the cuttings of Gooseberries and Cur¬ 
rants are put in. Stock can aloo be raised 
by pegging the ends of the growing shoots 
into the ground during the summer. The first- 
named method, however, is the best, as, if 
divided and planted in autumn, eo that new 
roots are produced before the spring, good 
6trong oanea are forthcoming the first year. 

VEGETABLES. 

Sowing Beetroot (S .).—The time for sowing 
varies from the beginning of April to the 
middle of May. In the majority of soils the 
first week in May will be found to be the be6t 
time; if sown too early, especially if the soil 
be rich, it is liable to run to Geed, or the roots 
to grow too large, medium-sized roots being 
always most highly valued, more particularly 
for salading. The seed should be sown in 
drills 15 inches asunder and li inches deep. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Scum on pond (T. Millie Dow )—The best re¬ 
sults are obtained by spraying on to the 
water’s surface a solution of the copper sul¬ 
phate, the efficacy of which is only determin¬ 
able by experiment, and to be guided by the 
uses to which the pond is put. For example, 
if fish, water-fowl, or water-plants are grown, 
much harm might quickly ensue, and the same 
is possible where the overflo w is put to use else¬ 
where. The sulphate is chiefly valuable for 
checking the growth of ©cum and other aquatic 
vegetation. If you are chary of using the sul¬ 
phate, then the only way i3 to skim the ecum 
off. 


Greenfields.— Kindly 6end a complete plant, 
and we will then do our best to help you. 


NAMSS OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 


Names of plants. — G. F. Ashton. —1, Meadow 
Saxifrage (Saxifraga granulata); 2, Salix psu- 
tandra; 3, Petasites fragrans; 4, The Bird 

Cherry (Prunils Padus).- A. Robertson. —1, 

The common Horsetail (Equisetum arvense); 2. 
Impossible to name from such a dried-up scrap 
as you send us; 3, Clematis montana rubene; 
4, The Soft Priokly Shield Fern (Polystichum 

angular© proliferum).- W. G. Wilkinson. —1, 

Phlox setacea Pink Beauty; 2, P. e. The Bride; 
3, P. e. Model; 4, P. e. lilacina: 5, Specimen 
insufficient; 6, P. s. atropurpurea. 


Trilisa odoratlssima (Vanilla-plant).— I will 
be glad to know if above plant could be used 
in flavouring puddings, and where it could be 
obtained ?—A. Donovan. 



PORTABLE WOOD BUILDINGS 

of every description—Offices, Workshops, 
Studios, Stables, Motor Car Houses, etc. 



Greenhouses, from 

£6 6s. 


Rustle Houses and 
Shelters, from £5. 

For other designs, see List 


POULTRY APPLIANCES 

of every description supplied. 
POULTRY HOUSES from 37 6. 


For Brooders, Foster Mothers, Coops and Runs, Fatten¬ 
ing Pens, Poultry Fencing, Oog Kennels, etc., 

SEE LIST. 


SEND FOR CATALOGUE, FREE. 


W. COOPER, Ltd., 

743, Old Kent Rd., LONDON, S.E.15 
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Copyright Itegiatei'eff. 


PORTABLE 

BUILDINGS. 

Made in complete sec¬ 
tion best quality 
Red Deal (not in¬ 
ferior Foreign Mu tell 
Boards as otlicr 
makers), pinned and V- 
joinled on strong fram¬ 
ing. Hoof covered with 
com pressed Asphalto 
over tongued hoards. 
Door lilted with strong 
hinges, lock and key, 
bolts, ele. 


CASH WITH ORDER. Strong 
Sizes. Floor. 

6 ft. long. 4 ft. wide, 7 ft. high .. J£4 7 6 11- 

7 ft. long, 5 rt. wide, 7 ft. 4 in. high 5 16 17 ■ 

8 ft. long, 6 ft. wide, 7 ft. 8 in. high 6 14 6 22 6 

9 ft. long, 7 ft. wide, 8 ft. high 7 16 6 29 - 

10 ft. long, 8 ft. wide, 8 ft. 4 in. high 8 19 0 38 6 

12 ft. long, 8 ft. wide, 8 ft. 4 in high 10 1 6 46- 

Carriage Paid to any Station in England and J Vales. 

Catalogue, with Testimonials, post free. 

J. T. HOBSON & CO., 

Largest Makers of Portable Buildings, 

Established 70 Years. BEDFORD. 


_GLASS- 

Special Prioes for Cash with Order In Hull 
GLASS, 4/21 oz. 

130X08, 100 200 1 Boxes, 100 200 

sq.ft sq.ft. Bq.ft. sq.ft. 

8 X Bin. 26 6 45 - 12.14,15.16. 18, 1 

9 x 7m. 29- 47/6 20,22.24 x 12ln. ] b8 " 

10 x 8iit. 32 6 59- i 16 i| 7, 18 - 20 

12.13,14.15x8in. 35- 61/- ™ }42 - 70 6 

11,12.13,14 k 9in 3 > 6 62 3 , x liiM ' 1 

12,13,14x 10111. 37 6 64- 20,22,24 x 151 n. 1 

13 x 11 in. 38 6 65 6 1 18, 20. 22. 24 x 44 - 73 6 

16,18,20xlOhi. 1 4 (| _ fiQ 16m. ..) 

16,18,20 x llln. j 120,22,24 x 18in. 46 - 77 - 


I 10, ZO. ZZ. Zt X / - S3 o 

16in. : ..J 

I 20,22,24 x 18in. 46 - 77/- 


PUTTY. Best Soft.-1 cwt . 146; iowt., 7 9; lewt., 

4 6; 14lbs., 2 6. 

DIAMONDS, 7 0 and 10/6 each. | 

GLASS CUTTERS, 6 wheel, 16 each. | 

BEST MIXED PAINTS.—7 -lb. lever tins. White, I 
10 a stone; ordinary colours, 7/- per Btone. 

r. -fc T. ROSS. LTD., 
—BURTON ST., HULL. Esub. 1843.^—* 

Sale of Surplus Stock. 

We still hold certain small stocks of 

CARDEN SEATS, CARDEN ENGINES & PUMPS, 
also CARDEN ROLLERS, WATER CARTS, 
CARDEN ARCHES, and HAND LIGHTS 

which we shall he pleased to clear at special prices, subject 
to being unsold. Tart ionium on application. 

BOULTON & PAUL, Ltd., ROSE LANE WORKS, 
NORWICH. 



DAVIES for BAMBOO. 

From Twigs to Yacht Masts. 
GARDEN CANES. 3ft, 2 6; 4ft, 3 3, 3 6,4-; 

6ft, 9-; 7ft. 10All per 100. 

Tapering Bamboos, 8ft. long, 12 6 ; 10ft- long, 

20 - per 100. PRICE LIST FREE. 

A. E. DAVIES & C0.,n^ e p r l t N, e k , . y c Rd " 


NOST-FOISONOTJS. 


KEEP YOUR PATHS CLEAN 

WITH #. e 

McDOUGALLS 

WEED KILLER. 

WRITE FOR PRICES AND NAME * '* 
OF LOCAL DEALER TO 

McDoutfall Bros. Ltd.. Port St.. Manchester. 


LION CYCLES, £6 6s. Od. Cash, 

or 15/- with order and monthly payments. 

Signed Guarantee for all time. 

Packed in crate free and carriage paid. 

Since 1905 I have advertised in this paper, and have made 
and sold over 20,000Machines. NO EXTRAS: Bell, Pump, 
and everything included. Carriage paid. YOU CAN 
RIDE AND TEST THE MACHINE FOR 10 DAYS. IF 
YOU DO NOT APPROVE I PAY ALL CARRIAGE. I 
have thousands of testimonials. Write to-day for copies 
and Catalogue, with illuntrutions and full specification. — 
GEORGE BEATSON, LTD, ‘LION CYCLE" WORKS. 
85. MOSELEY STRRET. BIRMINGHAM 


VAPORITE '" sect * ** 1 1 

Of all Seedsmen 

3TOAW90N C*£MICAI C* T9 OUKN VICTORIA ST LONDON 
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LETHORION 


IMPROVED METAL 

VAPOUR CORE FUMIGATOR. 

INTRODUCED 1885. 

The marvellous effect of this simple and 
cheap method of Fumigating Greenhouses is 
fully borne out by the enormous increase of 
sales year by year. 

Only a match required for the proper start¬ 
ing of the cone to secure startling results. 

Cone No. 1, for Frames and “ Lean-to s " up to 1,000 cubic 

feet. Price 6d. each. 

Cone No. 2, for small Greenhouses up to 1,500 cubic feet. 
Price 8d. each. 

Cone No. 3, for general use in large Greenhouses, 2,090 to 
2.500 cubic feet.' Price 1/- each. 

Full Directions accompany each Cone. 

To be had from all Dealers in Horticultural Sundries 
throughout the Kingdom. 


Bonded Chemical Works. Shad Thames, 
LONDON. S.E. 


MANY YEARS RFPUTATION. 

WEED 
^KILLER 

LASTING RESULTS-NO NEW EXPERIMENT 


EUREKA 


AT POPULAR PRICES. 

The most reliable substitute for Kt-able manure, mixed 
by our special process, is cleaner to handle, and giv*s 
better results, and ready for immediate use. Highly 
recommended by all Horticultural Societies, as specially 
adapted for mixing with the soil in preparing for the 
Spring and Summer Crops. 

Sent on receipt of l’.O. 56 lbs., 2s. 6d. ; 1 cwt., 3s. 6<I ; 
2cwt., 6s. 6d CARRIAGE PAID 60 miles by rail. 
Over that add 3d. per cwt. for every 50 miles, or part. 

A. W. MASKELL & CO., Ltd., 

Montagun Buitdinga, PLAISTOW, E. 


First invented and First ever since. 

BEWARE OF IMITATIONS 

The “PERFECT” 

WEED KILLER 

PRICE: 4 Tins, to make 100Galls, of Liquid. 9s , carr. 
paid; also in Liquid, all sized Packages, 4 Galls., to make 
100 Galls., 9s., carr. paid. Prices reduced for quantity. 
Sole Makers—, 

MARK SMITH, Ltd., Louth 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


LABOUR SAVERS.' eureka” lawn sand. 

Soilfume nicotine insecticides Fumebs. 
Sprays, and other chemicals & Sundries 
Sce List Please ask your agent for the Eureka 
articlfs - They are always satisfactory If any 1 
DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING WE SEND DIRECT. CARRIAGE PAID 


□i.irA^i.s»:TcHLiH5DH & Hayward L" Lincoln. ) \ 


Advertisement Rates. 

Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


Line Advertisemcnta.-Single insertions. 91. nor 
line, minimum three lines (about twenty words HU the first; 
three lines, and nine words each additional line). Front 
page, if guaranteed. Is. per line. No reduction for aeries. 

Terms for Display Advertisements, Kb. p^r 

inch (reduction forfieriea). 

Advertisers not having a regular account at the office 
must accompany their orders with remittance. Orderj and 
advertisement copy should be addressed — 

MANAGER, 

63, LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS, LONDON, W.C. 2. 


If you are interested in this week’s 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three months, 2/6 ; six 
months, 5/-; twelvemonths, 10/-; for Abroad, 12/-. Annual subscribers 
will receive the year’s complete Index to the volume free of charge. 
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NOTES FROM EAST LOTHIAN. 
Although we have experienced a very lute 
spring the severity of the winter, so pro¬ 
nounced in the south, has done but little 
damage along the fertile eoast-strip of the 
Lothiuns. The sheltering belt of trees and 
sbrubbevy which surrounds this garden in 
an old-world village in the westward dis¬ 
trict of the county of East Lothian has 
suffered badly and is seared as if by fire 
on the windward side of the northern and 
eastern exjKxsures, but its beneficent pro¬ 
tection has stood the plants in good stead. 
Among 

Shrubs, Eucryphia pinnatifolia is quite 
unharmed and is now clothed with an 
abundant crop of beautiful, healthy 
foliage. Crinodendron Hookcri was com¬ 
pletely stripped and presented nothing but 
bare, dead-looking branches at the end of 
April. Now it is covered with plump, red 
buds, all of which are just about to burst 
into a display of leaves. Magnolia cou- 
spicua speclosa. to my mind one of the best 
of the deciduous Magnolias, is much later 
in flowering than usual, but is now covered 
with its handsome blossoms. Exochorda 
mac-rantha, undoubtedly the finest of the 
tribe, is robust and sound, and so, too, is 
Desfontainea spinosa, which, midst frost 
and snow, yielded me a bunch of its gaily- 
coloured tubes for the decoration of the 
table on New Year's Day. Philesla buxi- 
folia is new showing its buds, and at last 
I have managed to establish this lovely 
plant. Bits of old, half-rotted branches, 
as thick as one’s arm, should be sunk in 
the position prepared for this shrub. 
Spartoeytisus nubigemis is quite at homo 
and received no protection, but Noto- 
spartium Carmichaelire was cut to the 
ground. Seedlings of the New Zealand 
Broom were only put out of doors last 
summer and, in consequence, did not be¬ 
come thoroughly established before winter 
set in. The plants, however, are now 
making strong shoots from the roots. 
Embothrium coccinoum is, I am delighted 
to find, quite happy and at home in our 
fertile, kindly soil. Heimia grnndiflora, 
cut to the ground, is already pushing fortll 
promising growths from the base of the 
plants. Daphne rupestris, the gem of the 
race, has surpassed itself this season and 
is low smothered with its delightful fra¬ 
grant bells. I prepared for it a position 
that closely approximated to what it en¬ 
joys on tile Lombardy precipices, and gave 
it abunda nee of limestone. The trouble of 
doing so lias been repaid. On the 

Rock garden there are one or two losses, 
but these I attribute to carelessness, and 
the experience will lie borne in mind. 
Mertensiix lnnceolatn is very robust and 
will soon be a blaze of colour. Otnplia- 
lodes cnppadocica is now full of flower. 
Raoulia australis promises to spread over 
its allotted space and has proved quite 
hardy. The labour in preparing a special 
pocket for CEnothera marginata lias borne 
fruit, and this lovely Evening Primrose is 
now satisfactorily established. Viola 
grscllis Is a perfect weed here, running 
through the soil like a wild Convolvulus. 
It is a perfect sheet of amazing purple, 
but difficult to keep in its place. It is 
strange that the yellow and sulphur forms 
will not thrive here at all. Sodtun pul- 
chelluin and S. trifijlujn have 
In a pocket tilled wall uotluiig 



red ashes Potentilla nitida gives early pro¬ 
mise of a rich crop of bloom. Aphyllanthcs 
monspeliensis has already its rush-like 
leaves tipped with azure blossom. This is 
a delightful plant too little known, but at 
home here in full exposure to sun in light, 
sandy soil. Georoe M. Taylor. 

a, Joppa Parle, Portobcllo. 


NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

Oxytropis.—I hope to send you a few 
flowers of Oxytropis hybrida alba grandi- 
florn the early part of next week. I have 
got quite a fine range of new colours in 
this interesting family, crimson, pink, 
heliotrope, and many shades of soft slaty- 
blue.—Auos Perry, Enfield . 

Primula Auricula and Primula rosea.— 
A plant of the alpine tyjie of P. Auricula, 
with its grey leaves and pale yellow 
flowers, with I*, rosea closely associated 
and flowering at the -same time, made a 
strikingly beautiful colour combination 
and one that seemed well worth following 
up on a larger scale. 

Viola sylvestris alba.—There is. It ap¬ 
pears, some doubt as to the precise name 
of this plant, but Mr. E. A. Bowles, who 
has made a careful study of the Violas, 
thinks the above is the correct name, it 
is a beautiful little Violet for the rock 
garden, moraine, or semi-wild place. It 
is rather taller than the white variety of 
the Dog Violet (Violu canina alba). The 
flowers are also larger, and 1 think a little 
purer in colour — S. Arnott. 

That “rat of the air," the house 
sparrow,—In the vast catalogue of evil 
done by this ugly iiest little is said of its 
injury to the garden. My early Crocuses 
it usually makes a salad of, disfiguring all. 
Gardeners should combine witli the 
farmers in destroying the bird. Driving 
away the insect-eating birds is one of its 
lees crimes. Nests about house or gar¬ 
den should be destroyed, and some efficient 
trap, like the French rat-trap, that catches 
a lot at a time, devised.—YV. 

China Rose Countess de Cayla.—When 
will Rose lovers be wise and refuse to buy 
budded or grafted plants of such a charm¬ 
ing Rose as this? It is easily propagated 
by cuttings or layers, and to bud it ou the 
Briar is to court disappointment and loss. 
This craze for rapid propagation, fostered 
by the demand for cheap plants, has meant 
untold loss and trouble ; n the long run. 
Even paying a good price does not. how¬ 
ever, mean obtaining this Rose on its own 
roots, and buyers should have a guarantee 
from the vendor that the plants are on 
their own roots.—S. M. D. - 

A note from Middlesbrough. — It will 
probably lie Interesting to note that while 
the shrubby varieties of the Veronicas were 
practically killed and V. Hulkeaiia, which 
lias usually done well outside with me, 
some of tlie smaller shrubby ones, such as 
V. loganioides, V. Guthrinnn, and the 
trailing V. Allioni, have come through un¬ 
scathed. V. BidwllU suffered very badly, 
as did V. salicifoiia, but this seems to he 
recoveriug. -It is very noticeable that most 
of the New Zealand species suffered very 
lmdiy, others being tlie Olenrias and 
Ilelichrysum bellidioides. Of the Cistnses, 
while O. eorharlcnsls, C. corslcus, and C. 
erispus have practically been killed, C. 
lada'niferus, C. florentinus, and small 


specimens of C. liisitanlcus and C. for- 
mostis have come through all right. As a 
possible result of the severe winter I may 
say that many of the alpines, such as 
practically all the Saxifrages, Androsaces, 
etc., have never flowered more freely than 
they have or are doing this year.—T. 
Ashton Loftuouse, Linthorpc, Middlct- 
brough. 

Azalea Caldwelli_I got this at Cripp's, 

a good nursery at Tunbridge Wells, think¬ 
ing it might be worth a place as a curiosity, 
and now after several years' trial I find 
it a lovely kind, red of a soft shade and 
distinct. It is a dwarfish kiud growing 
with me in cold, stiff loam; no pent near. 
The effect of sprays in the house is very 
good. Wliat a loss that nurseries like that 
at Tunbridge Wells should go back or be 
lost to us. Alas! the young men are not 
always layers of the old stock.—W. 

Waldsteinia trifoliata. This, now in 
bloom, is, I think, tlie I test of the genus. 
It flowers freely, is good for a sunny or a 
shaded position, and soon covers a good 
space witli its fresh green loaves bedecked 
with numerous golden blooms. Although 
it will quickly cover a good space it can he 
kept within bounds without much trouble. 
It is of a trailing rather titan a creeping 
habit, but will root along its branches 
when these lie prostrate. This VVnld- 
stelnia does well as an edging, looks pretty 
in masses in rough places, and many other 
uses for it will soon occur to those who 
have a plant or two. It does not seem to 
be generally known that it makes a capital 
plant for a retaining wall.— Dumfries/ 

Magnolia parviflora. — Even more wel¬ 
come than usual, this comes in early June 
so fresh and fair after the larger kinds 
have passed. The purity of colour of the 
petals and the contrast with the beautiful 
central mass Is charming on hot days when 
this year many flowers look a little 
fatigued. A native of Korea and other 
regions near, it Is, happily, hardy, and 
with its late and continuous flowering is 
more precious for us than the earlier 
kiuds that bloom in masses and are fre¬ 
quently disfigured by frost, and is more 
adapted for general culture, not being so 
large a grower. It should in all cases be 
raised from layers where seed is not to-be 
had. The unopened buds are fine in form 
and the plant a »lovely gain to our garden 
flora.—W. 

Erinacea pungens.—At Wisley recently 
n nice plant was noted on the open rockery, 
though, so far as I remember, no promise 
of a coming flowering. It had, however, 
wintered well, aud probably a roasting hot 
summer might mean much to it so«far as 
its flowering another year is concerned. 
A small specimen in my own keeping-lias 
also conic through the winter well, though 
it has not given me a solitary flower this 
year. Mr. Grandfleld has, on occasion, 
brought nicely flowered examples of it to 
the Chelsea Show, where its sky-blue 
flowers did not escape the notice of lovers 
of alpine plants. A nicely-flowered ex¬ 
ample, too, was noted among choice things 
in a group shown by Messrs. Cutbusli be¬ 
fore the Royal Horticultural Society on 
May 112nd. The plant forms a dense, 
spiny, almost leafless bush rarely more 
than a few inches high,ji|s known to ,noBt 
hardy plant growers. In the rock garden 
it shou'd be given a sunny spo t in gravelly 
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or gritty loam, perfect drainage being irn- 
Iiortant. It comes from Valencia and 
Morocco, and usually flowers in May.— 
E. H. Jenkins. 

Dwarf Oriental Poppies.—I send you a 
few flowers of Pa paver Perry’s Pigmy and 
Pa paver Perry’s White Pigmy. I have 
leen carefully selecting for many years 
past many forms of Papavcr orientale 
with the idea of raising a strain of dwarf, 
small-flowering Oriental Poppies, and 1 
have been particularly fortunate in raising 
quite a number of what I think are sterling 
varieties. Pa paver Perry's Pigmy is 
already quite a popular plant in America, 
and I have exported these last two years 
many thousands. When placed before the 
Committee of the Itoyal Horticultural 
Society I received a unanimous Award of 
Merit for it. I am sorry I cannot send you 
more flowers as, owing to my stock being 
late in being propagated, my full collec¬ 
tion will not flower before next year.— 
Amos Perry, Enfield. 

Freeing the Apricot.—The Apricot is un¬ 
questionably a native of the mountains of 
North China,, eg., about Peking. The 
Index Florae Sinensis (Journal Linnean 
Soc., XXIII., p. 217), compiled by W. R. 
Hemsley, of Kew, says : “ The Apricot is 
regarded as indigenous in Dahuria, Mon¬ 
golia, Mandshuria, and Northern China.” 
It occurs wild in Korea also. Bret- 
schneider sent in 1SS0 and 1SS1 stones of 
the wild Apricot of the Peking mountains 
to Kew Gardens and to the Arnold- 
Arboretum, near Boston, IJ.S.A. The 
form is (or was) cultivated at Kew (see 
Kew Bulletin, 1897, App. I., 38). It 
flowered at the Arnold Arboretunf in 1S8S. 
Itretschneider says that Primus armeniaca 
(Apricot) with small, yellow, edible fruits 
abounds in the mountains of N. China and 
S. Mongolia. Oil is expressed from the 
kernels. Maxlmowez, in Mel. Biol., XI., 
073 (18S3), distinguishes three forms of the 
wild Apricot—(1) var. typica, in mountains 
about Peking. (2) var. mandshuriea, in 
South Mandschuria. (3) var. sibirica, in 
Dahuria am} S.E. Mongolia. This variety 
was called Prunus sibirica by Linnaeus. (4) 
var. Ansu, a peculiar cultivated foun in 
Japan.— Augustine Henry, Royal College, 
of Science, Dublin. 

Zauschneria californica. — I am be¬ 
ginning to think that the winter climate of 
Leeds is comparatively balmy, though it 
was not the Impression I had last winter. 
This plant lias stood all the severest com¬ 
bination of wet and damp, and is growing 
as freely as ever, only it never flowers. I 
have never given it any protection, either 
with panes of glass or flower-pots. It 
grows in a raised-up sandy bed which gets 
sun all tile summer months, hut lias none 
to excite growth in winter. I should much 
like to know what treatment it wants 
to make it flower. I have been told that it 
wants very dry soil, but moisture near it, 
also that there are two varieties, one 
which flowers and another which does not. 
Anyhow, there is no doubt as to-its hardi¬ 
ness.—L. ,1. Rogers, 6 , Jlollis Lane, Leeds: 

——- A plant in an exposed position has 
come through the winter, but its not having 
flowered last autumn may have saved it. 
Several other plants, unfortunately, do 
not look like appearing again, such as 
Campanula Zoysii, which seems to have 
beeu frosted at tlie roots, probably while 
uncovered -with snow. Verbena ehanicp- 
dryoldes, which went through the previous 
winter, has been killed. Of course, it was 
one of the most likely species to suffer, the 
same as Convolvulus mauritanieus and C. 
Cneorum. neither of which has reappeared. 
It is rather unfortunate, ns they were all 
useful late-flowering species. Erodium 
corsicum was practically killed] Onosma 
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albo-roseum struggled through to April, as 
did many other things, including many of 
the Veronicas and Cistus, but the frosts in 
early April proved most disastrous to 
many things that had resisted all the 
severe weather we had had previously. It 
is little wonder, seeing that 24 to 30 de¬ 
grees of frost were registered in this dis¬ 
trict on the night of April 1-2.— T. Asiiton 
Loftiiouse, Middlesbrough. 

Note on winter's effects.—I see my letter 
in your paper, but two mistakes make part 
of it rather absurd. It says the I’itto- 
sporums had stood two years quite un¬ 
scathed. I never said that; it was either 
seven years (this is their pci-hal here) or 
many years. I had grown them in Lincoln¬ 
shire and never lost one, bar P.eugenioides, 
till this year. The next mistake is comic. I 
said that several were no more cut back 
than Gorse, etc., which is. I think, a 
notable fact, but in your (taper it says they 
are more cut hack than Gorse, which 
makes a futile remark of it. Since writing, 
I find that nearly all the Crinodendrous, 
though they looked ns dead as door-nails, 
are breaking from the old stems, and 
Ceauotbiis Velteht is far less damaged than 
I thought. Greviilea rosmarinifolia has 
caught it for the first time these seven 
years: nothing but weight of snow lias 
hurt it before. The Soli minis are my chief 
loss, all the top being killed, and I expect 
it will be two years before they give a riot 
of bloom again.—A. T. S., Sussex. 

Notes from Hillbrook Place.—I have 
just been home, and must write you a line 
on tlie damage done in the garden. To 
start with, it is not nearly so bad as I 
expected, and I think many of the things 
that were thought to he dead will get over 
it in time. When I arrived home, Ber- 
beris Darwini, for instance, was very 
badly injured, and one might have cut it 
right back if one had had the labour. 
However, ten days of sun revived it, and 
by the time I left you could really not tell 
that it had been affected at all. Of course, 
the spring bloom was no good, but this 
really does not matter. None of the other 
Barberries were hurt, exegpt Fortunei, 
which was cut back, but is growing from 
the base, and my only plant was moved 
last year, which hardly gave it a fair 
chance to stand that sort of winter. The 
Rock Roses have suffered badly, but a 
lot of these are getting over it. Ceano- 
tlius, also, with the exception of two or 
three plants, are all killed, and apparently 
cannot be called hardy with me, but this 
is the same everywhere. Fremontia is all 
right and going to bloom. A few of the 
tii>s were cut hack where it caught the 
draught. Solarium jasnunoidos will take 
some time to get over il, but is far from 
dead. . Crinodendron lost most of i(j* 
leaves, hut is starting again and will be 
very little affected. The Chinese Rhodo¬ 
dendrons seem on die whole to have en¬ 
joyed the winter. The only Rhododen¬ 
dron to suffer is K. grande, which lias been 
killed, hut the plant was not in very good’ 
heart before the winter. It,-chinabarinum 
was in wonderful flower, as was It. intrica- 
tum. Arundo conspiCua seems hurt, and 
whether this will get over it or not seems 
rather doubtful. The Pampas Grass, how¬ 
ever, is not affected. The New Zealand 
Flax is badly cut about, but will, I hope, 
get over it. The Gunneras also, in spite of 
protection, have not liked it, and a large 
number of the plants lias been killed. I 
do not think that I have ever seen Azaleas 
and the named Rhododendrons in such 
flower as they were this year. As to fruit 
in the kitchen garden, it ought to be 
wonderful, and will take a lot of thinning 
out if we have the labour.— Maurice 
Yorke. 


FRUIT. 

APPLES ON GRASS. 

In connection with the recent correspond¬ 
ence -as to the relative merits of Apples 
from trees on Grass and cultivated land I 
should say, from fairly careful observa¬ 
tion during the last forty-five years, that 
tiie balance is altogether in favour of 
cultivated land, that is, so far as quality 
and size are concerned. The colour is 
largely a matter of soil and atmospheric 
influence, and, as Mr. Bill Taylor ob¬ 
serves in a recent issue, of stock. Of 
course, both Apples and l’cars will go ou 
fruiting satisfactorily for many years in 
orchards, always provided the soil is suit¬ 
able. and possibly much better results 
would be obtained if tin- trees received 
careful attention in I he way of annual or 
biennial thinning out, top-dressing, etc.. 
Hut under ordinary circumstances one gets 
quantity from such trees at the exp-use of 
other important qualities. The best 
Itibstons I ever saw came from an old 
kitchen garden in Sussex, standard trees 
growing in a fairly strong Joam that had 
been under cultivation for about ISO years. 
Tlie gardener tended these Ribstonsas care¬ 
fully as his wall trees. There were no, or 
very few, crossing shoots or spindly growth, 
they had large, well-balanced heads, and 
in flower and fruit were a perfect jncture. 
At the same place in a slip garden were 
some tine espaliers equally well earsd for, 
of sorts famous In the southern counties, 
the Nanny Apple, tlie old Nonpareil, and 
Cockle Pippin, that were, in their respec¬ 
tive seasons, very good. Personally, I 
would never plant Apples in any form on 
Grass, and in the case of taking over trees 
growing In it. should make it a first con¬ 
sideration to remove tlie turf thinly for a 
space, say 12 feet in diameter, about the 
trees, and at the proper time break up the 
Surface with forks and mulch with good 
manure; not heavy, close stuff, but short 
and good, that having served its end in 
providing nourishment would break down 
easily and he incorporated with the soil. 

I 1 urdu icl'. F. B. S. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Apricots.—Coping boards, poles, and 
anything else employed in connection w ith 
tlie protection of the trees while in bloom 
may now lie removed and stored away for 
future use. This done, lightly prick up 
tlie hard, trodden soil in the alley and 
mulch with short litter. Test the border 
as to its condition, especially near the base 
of the wall, and give a good soaking of 
water should it be found approaching dry¬ 
ness. - Where heavy crops have set, the 
\uvikest and smallest of the fruits may lie 
pulled off forthwith, •which will hasten tlie 
swelling of tlie remainder. A good look¬ 
out must lie kept for the leaf maggot, 
whose presence will lie indicated by the 
leaves assuming a rolled and twisted ap- 
"pearanee. A |dnch lietwixt finger and 
thumb is the best men ns of dealing with 
this pest. Insecticides are of no avail, as 
they are unable .to come into contact with 
the insects. Trees fully furnished with 
branches and boating wood should have 
ait young shoots pinched back to four 
leaves. In cases where there are vacancies 
t i be filled, select and reserve tlie best- 
situated shoots for the purpose. In re¬ 
gard to younger examples reserve all the 
shoots that may appear necessary for 
training in later on. If any exhibit a dis¬ 
position to grow away from tlie otliers 
pinch out the points and so equalise the 
saii-flow. In fine, warm weather wash or 
well hose tlie trees fxj\Vat<(Ts the close of the 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

TALL HBATHS OF S. EUROPE. 

No not'd to say more in praise of these 
lovely hardy youths of Spain and Portu¬ 
gal—Erica Itisitanlca and E, 'australis. 
They may have suffered in low grounds. 
Here they have added a new charm to 
both winter and spring gardens. The 
spot where they grow is about 400 feet 
above sea level,.the soil loam. No culti¬ 
vation of any kind is given after the plant¬ 
ing. The. Portuguese Heath flowered 
gracefully through all the storms, snows, 
and frosts of a very ugly winter, and only 
in May lost Its rosy buds. W. 

DEUTjJIAS. 

Among lhe most popular early-flowering 
shrubs the Deutzjns have long been leaders, 
ranking as garden shrubs with such com¬ 
mon favourites as the Lilacs and Spirieas. 


lielow zero, but It never continues for any 
length of time. 

Deutzias always flower best on the 
young wood of the previous year. The 
thinning out of old wood and old flowering 
sprays when the plants are dormant should 
always be attended to. It is now a good 
many years ago since Lemoine, of Nancy, 
France, began the improvement of Deutzias 
by crossing the different species and re- 
crossing the hybrids again with species. 
In the resulting progeny there are 
many lovely garden shrubs in which 
free flowering, size of blossom, and rich 
colouring have been greatly developed. 
More recently we have been given, 
through the travels of E. H. Wilson 
in China, several interesting stiecles, 
natives of Western Chinn. These, as is 
tile ease with other of Wilson’s plants, are 
introduced through the Arnold Arboretum. 
I purpose to call attention lo what 1 con¬ 
sider the lies! of tlie newer species and 


right branching habit. The corymbose 
flower clusters, produced on the ends of 
branehlets, 3 inches to 5 inches long, are 
exceedingly variable in colour, shading 
from pinkish-red to purplish-red. It blos¬ 
soms about June 21st. Mr. Wilson, when 
visiting here on January 7th, was much 
surprised and pleased to see, by the old 
flowering branches, how well this blooms 
with us. 

Deotzia Sieboldiana is not a new species, 
but is rare in cultivation. It is the lowest 
growing of all the Deutzias, and has a 
very neat, compact habit. It has smallish 
white flower panicles, which are not con¬ 
spicuous ; but it is a very graceful shrub. 
It flowers about June 19tli. 

Deutzia Vu.morinae is a gem amongst all 
(lie IJcutzia species and hybrids. It will 
ultimately attain a he'ght of from 4 feet 
lo 5 feet. The handsome white, loose, 
corymbose flower clusters are produced at 
the ends of branehlets, 11 inches to G Indies 



Tall Heaths of S. Europe, intact after severe winter. Gravetyc Manor, early May. 


It is, however, true that they cannot he 
classed among the hardiest of shrubs, but 
where they get winter protection, and even 
in the colder regions where the winter 
snow mantle is sufficient, they never fail 
to give a wealth of bloom in early summer. 

Where the temperature is likely to drop 
considerably below zero, anil to remain 
there for some time, Deutzias will hardly 
succeed, unless very well protected. It is 
important to plant them on a well drained 
light loam, on land gently sloping if at all 
]>ossiblo, where' tile frost will not settle. It 
would lie a mistake, where the winters arc 
cold, to idaut them in the cenlre of a well 
protected hollow, where the frosty air is 
sure to lodge. It is wiser to plant on the 
slopes loading to the hollow, giving oppor¬ 
tunity for tile cold air to settle lower 
down. We have a large collection of 
species and hybrids in the public parks of 
Rochester, and they flower splendidly. 
Occasionally the terrurfeTature drocs 1 little 
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hybrids, with notes as to their flowering 
period. 

SrEciEs. 

Deutzia discolor produces dense com¬ 
pound corymbose clusters of white flowers 
along the branches. It is a strong grower, 
and very handsome in bloom. In normal 
seasons it flowers about June 25th, and 
grows from 3 feet to 4 feet high. 

Deutzia glomeruliflora lias flowered 
with us for two seasons, and is one of the 
many good things introduced by Wilson 
from Western China. It has distinct 
grayish-white leaves which are very pubes¬ 
cent. The white flower corymbs are pro¬ 
duced abundantly along the branches, 
which are slightly curved toward the ter¬ 
minals. The flowers are fully opened 
about June 1st. It forms a neat shrub 
2 feet high at present; what height it will 
ultimately attain I do not know. 

Deutzia longifolia has a distinctly up- 


long. It usually flowers about June 1st to 
June 5th. 

Deutzia Wii.soni flowered with us for the 
first time in 1916. The white flower 
corymbs are very compact, and arc pro¬ 
duced on the ends of hr aiclilets 2J inches 
to 3 inches long. The leaves are pubescent 
above and grayish tomentose beneath. It 
blossoms about Juue 19th. Our plants are 
small, but it is said to attain a height of 
6 feet. 

Hybrids. 

Deutzia car.nea has numerous panicles, 
eaeli 4 inches to 4J inches long, of pink or 
pinkish-red flowers, and blossoms in a 
normal season about June 28th. This is a 
hybrid between Deutzia gracilis and D. 
purpurascens, and is usually catalogued 
under the name of Deutzia discolor carnea. 

Deutzia ei.eoantissima sends up slender 
branches, which produce branehlets each 
5 inches long, terminated by broad 
corymbs of handsome white flowers, which 
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are tinted outside and inside with pinkish- 
red. It usually blossoms ntwmt June 11th. 
Tills is a hybrid between Deutzia purpur- 
aseens and it. Sieboldiana, and is cata¬ 
logued under the name of Deutzia discolor 
elegantissima. 

Deutzia kai.mlxflora.—As the name im¬ 
plies, the flowers have a faint suggestion 
of Knltnia blossoms. They are produced 
in smallish corymbose clusters. The blos¬ 
soms are rose-tinted inside and strongly 
marked with carmine outside. This is a 
hybrid between Deutzia parviflora and D. 
purpurascens. We find this to be one of 
the mast tender of the hybrids. It is apt 
to be injured in a very severe winter, it 
is usually in bloom about June 1st. 

Deutzia Leuoinei Houle de Neige is 
always noticeable in bloom, the numerous 
dense upright panicles of crenmy-wliite 
flowers standing out prominently. This is 
one of the'progeny of Deutzia gracilis 
crossed with- D. parviflora. It is very 
hardy, and blossoms usually about May 
JOtli. 

Deutzia maonifica and its forms repre¬ 
sent hybrids between Deutzia sea bra and 
D. Vilmorimo. Deutzia magniflca for- 
roosa has double white flower panicles 
with petals somewhat reflexed on branch- 
lets 5 inches to 8 inche^s long. This is very 
free-flowering, and would appear to be au 
excellent form for cutting. It flowers 
about June til st. 

Deutzia mXgnifica insigxis hears strong 
marks of Deutzia Vilmorina?, one of the 
parents. The branches are slender and 
dark-coloured, with smallish leaves. The 
double white, broad flower panicles, some¬ 
what inclined to be corymbose, on slender 
branehlets each 5J inches long, are very 
conspicuous, it blossoms about June 19tli. 

Deutzia magnifica latiflora has single 
large flowers on upright panicles. The 
pure white single blossoms are very attrac¬ 
tive. The flowers on our plants, however, 
do not attain the size the originators claim 
for them, as they state they are 1] inches 
across. Perhaps when the plants become 
better established the inflorescence may 
Improve. It blossoms about June 21st. 

Deutzia myriantiia is a hybrid between 
Deutzia parviflora and Deutzia setchuen- 
ensis, as given by M. Lemoine. Alfred 
Itehder places it as a hybrid between 
Deutzia Lemoinei and D. purpurascens. 
This is hardy with us, which surprises me, 
as one of the alleged parents, Deutzia set- 
eliuensis will not stand our winters. 
Deutzia myriantiia is a charming garden 
plant. The large, loose, pure-white flower 
cymes are produced on slender branehlets, 
and stand out prominently. It blossoms 
about June 21st, and grows into a bush 
2j feet to 3 feet high. 

Thf. Rosea family. 

The following Deutzias are all the result 
of crossing Deutzia gracilis with Deutzia 
purpurascens:— 

Deutzia rosea is a small-growing shrub, 
with arching branches. When in bloom 
the branches are thickly covered with 
pretty panicles of pink flowers, turning in 
a few days to deep rosy-pink. This Is 
usually iu bloom about May 2Sth. It 
flowers about the same time as the common 
Deutzia gracilis. 

Deutzia rosea campanulata, one of the 
best of all the Deutzias, grows freely, the 
long, graceful, arching branches covered 
with the panicles of bell-shaped, large 
white flowers, surrounded by reddish calyx 
lobes, rendering it an extremely beautiful 
form. It usually is in blossom about 
May .30th. 

Deutzia rosea cahmjxea is a highly- 
coloured form. The habit is upright, and 
the panicles of deep rosy-pink flowers, dis- 



gular apiiearanee. The young branches 
and branehlets are darkish red in colour. 
It is usually iu bloom about June 1st. 

Deutzia rosea exijjia is a superb form, 
the habit inclined to be upright. The 
numerous flowering branehlets, each 
5 inches to 5J inches long, are terminated 
by handsome flower panicles. The blos¬ 
soms are richly tinted with deep rosy-pink 
outside. It generally comes into flower 
about May 28th. 

Deutzia rosea grandiflora forms a bush 
of considerable size, and Is inclined to 
grow more vigorously than most of the 
hybrids. This was sent out by M. Le¬ 
moine a number of years since. The white 
flowers, each nearly l inch across, and 
beautifully rose tinted on the outside, are 
borne ou numerous ample conspicuous 
panicles. It flowers about May 30th. 

Deutzia rosea multiflora has white 
flower panicles, which are thickly clustered 
together on compact small bushes. It is in 
full bloom in normal seasons about 
May 28th. 

Deutzia rosea vexusta has very pure 
white flowers. The flowers are borne on 
large conspicuous 'panicles on fastigiate 
branches, which renders it very distinct 
amongst other Deutzias. It blossoms 
about May 28th.— Joilx Dunbar, Rochester, 
in Garden Magazine. 


TREE THORNS OF THE NORTHERN 
WORLD. 

I SLxn you flowers of one of the new 
American Thorns (Crataegus submollis. 
It is of tree-like habit, handsome as a 
flowering tree, and quite good. 

Neirry. T. .Smith. 

lOur own Thorns and others being now 
in great beauty, it is a good time to say 
some words about these important trees. 
Some of them have been known in our 
country for many years, and the earliest- 
planted may still be seen in old parks and 
gardens in good health, and bearing 
handsome fruit as well as beautiful 
flowers. A great many, however, from 
being grafted ou our common Hawthorn, 
have perished. Great numbers of species 
have been discovered of recent years iu 
America, and that makes the trees nil the 
more valuable. Hardiness and beauty be¬ 
long to them in a very striking degree, 
and for our cold country the part that 
they live in, the Eastern States of 
America, is proof enough of their value. 
It is very likely a selection from among 
them would give us the finest fence plants 
for the northern world. The use of iron 
and wire fences in a country place or 
garden is an ugly infliction, and is also 
very dangerous on the farm. —Ed.] 


Clematis recta. —This frequently, hut 
erroneously, called C. erectn, is a nou- 
climbing species of much beauty. It is a 
good border plant, growing some 3 feet or 
-1 feet high. It generally blooms from 
June to August, giving a long and plenti¬ 
ful supply of starry, white flowers, small 
in size compared with those of the i>opu- 
lar C. Jnekmanni and other favourite 
Clematises, but valued for their abund¬ 
ance. C. recta is a variable plant iu size 
of flowers, and it is well to ask for a good 
variety when ordering. Many plants have 
been raised from seeds, these varying 
greatly in the size and form of the blooms 
and in purity of colour. In addition to 
the single varieties, which are not gener¬ 
ally sold under sitecial names, there is an 
old double variety, C. recta fl.-pl,, which 
often reappears catalogued as a “new 
plant.” Its flowers are capital for cut¬ 
ting, and are as freely borne as those of 
the others. C. recta purpurea lias pur¬ 
plish foliage, which sets off the white 


flowers to advantage. To glow C. recta 
well It should have a good loamy soil, and 
be loosely tied to a stake, G. recta is 
easily raised from seeds, and it may also 
be increased by division.—S. Abnott. 

The Judas-tree (C'ercis Siliquastrum).— 
During May and early June the various 
trees and shrubs which belong to the Tea 
family, Leguminosaq are very conspicuous 
in garden and woodland, for at that period 
the larger number are in blossom. Easily 
noticeable among them is the Judas-tree 
(Cercis Siliquastrum), for its rosy-red 
flowers are very distinct from anything 
else at that time In bloom. Under the 
most satisfactory conditions it may grow 
upwards of 35 feet high, but it is more 
frequently seen at a height of about 20 
feet, sometimes with a trunk 12 inches or 
more in diameter. In a small garden near 
the foot of Box Hill a very old example 
was noticed a short time ago which had a 
good-sized head surmounting a trunk 10 
feet or 12 feet high and which was quite 18 
inches In diameter. A peculiarity of the 
species is that not only are flowers borne 
from the younger wood, but they also ap¬ 
pear in clusters from old branches, and 
even from the trunk, and they are often in 
such profusion as to hide the bark on the 
younger parts of the tree. Given light, 
loamy soil and a sunny position it usually 
grows well, although branches may be at¬ 
tacked and killed now and then by the 
coral spot fungus.—D. 

A beautiful Cherry (Prunus Sargenti).— 
This is oue of the most delightful of the 
single-flowered Cherries, and as it becomes 
better known it will doubtless form oue of 
our most popular late April or early May 
flowering trees. A native of Japan, it 
there attains the dimensions of a forest 
tree,' growing up to 80 feet high with a 
trunk sometimes as much as 3 feet in dia¬ 
meter. It belongs to the 1 same group as 
1*. serrulata and 1*. pseudo-Cerasus, of 
which several double-flowered forms are 
popular in our gardens. P. Sargenti was 
introduced from Japan to America by 
Prof. Sargent during the latter years of 
last century, and it was from the Arnold 
Arboretum that examples were originally 
sent to tills country. The brunch system 
is usually less gaunt and the branches more 
slender than is the case with several of the 
P. serrulata forms, but the leaves are very 
similar in outline and possess the beautiful 
leddish tinge during the early stages of 
development which is such a conspicuous 
feature in some of the 'P. serrulata varie¬ 
ties. The flowers are 1] inches across, the 
petals a delicate shade of pink, reminding 
one at a distance of the flowers of the 
Almond. They are producer! in clusters 
from buds on the previous year’s growth 
ai d from short spurs, numbers varying 
from two or three to six or so being borne 
together. After the flowers small blackish 
Cherries are produced which, though acid, 
may he eaten.—D. 

Cytisus Andreanus from seed. -A few 

years ago I was in a garden where Cytisus 
Andreanus was frequently raised from 
seeds and the best varieties selected for 
planting. Looking over a batch of these 
seedlings in bloom I remarked upon the 
freedom of flowering of the pure yellow 
varieties produced from C. Andreanus, and 
the grower informed me that he had fre¬ 
quently observed that these yellow seed 
lings from C. Andreanus flowered more 
freely than the common Broom growing 
wild in the neighbourhood. There were 
exceptions, he said, but this was the 
general rule. Since that time I have 
frequently raised seedlings from C. 
Andreanus, and of the yellows (a propor¬ 
tion of which appear among the seedlings) 
a goodly number flowered more freely than 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

ROOM AND WINDOW. 

THE GOLD-NETTED IRIS AND 
CORVLOI’SIS PA UCIFLORA. 

Roth came into blobui together, and, 
Hovers being scarce for the house, we 
were glad of them in March. This early 
Iris is slow in heavy, cool soils, free in 
open soils. 

WATERING WINDOW PLANTS. 
Maxy people fancy that if a plant looks 
sickly water is the great curative agent, 


down the side of the pot, for you will do 
more harm than good if you do. Tap with 
your knuckle the pots on your window-sill. 
One pot will ring—that is dry; another, 
knock as you like, returns nothing hut a 
dead leaden sound-Unit is wet. In all 
cases use rain-water if you can possibly 
got it, and in cold weather take care that 
the water Is of about the same tempera¬ 
ture as that of the room in which the 
plants are growing before you use it. 
Saucers below the pots are useful, but 
never allow the water to stand in them, 
hut shortly after you have watered your 


absorb water freely; and, therefore, these 
repairs are more rapidly and efficiently ac¬ 
complished where the soil is in a 
moderately dry skate. 


Primula obconica rosea for cutting.— 

Three weeks ago, while clearing a green¬ 
house of spring-flowering plants, a large 
number of this Primula was discarded. As 
there were many good blooms I cut a large 
bunch and took it home. The flowers were 
put into water, in glasses in a room, and 
are yet quite as good as they were when 
first brought in. In view of their dura¬ 
tion, whether u]>on a plant or cut, the 
free-flowering habit of P. obconica, and 
tile greatly improved colours now avail¬ 
able, it seems to be a matter for regret 
that so many people have been compelled, 
owing to its dangerous character, to give 
up tlie culture of this useful Primula. I 
am immune from its evil effects, and, in 
order to avoid danger to others, I always 
attend to this plant myself.—W. McG., 
Balmae. 


GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 


The Oold-neltcd Iris and Corylopsis pauciflora. 


ami that more water alone can restore it. 
As soon as you see the leaf inclined to 
turn yellow and sickly be careful with the 
water ; very probably withholding it for 
a few days will act as a restorative. 
The first principle of watering is, never to 
water unless the ball of the plant is dry, 
and when you water do it thoroughly, not 
ia frequent dribbles, hut give the plant a 
good drink when it is really thirsty. But 
you may possibly say. “ Yes, it's all very 
well to say ‘ when it's dry,' but how am I 
to know when it is dry? ” Ily a very simple 
process. Now, do not-t(y to push your finger 
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plants empty all that has run into the 
saucers, so that air may circulate through 
the drainage material and act on the soil 
from below as well as from above. This 
circulation of air. from below is entirely 
checked by water standing in the saucers. 
After repotting a plant give it.a good soak¬ 
ing, but for some days, possibly weeks 
afterwards, it may not require any more. 
During this time evaporation will only 
take place from the surface of the soli; 
and the roots, having been damaged, will 
have to repair the injury done to them, 
a somewhat slow process, before they c-an 


A TOT EH AND REPLIES. 

The Gooseberry caterpillar _There are 

few gardens in which the Gooseberry 
caterpillar does not, at times, make its ap¬ 
pearance. Not only does an attack cripple 
the hushes for the season, but it results in 
weak wood, and, consequently, weak buds, 
for the following year. There are adver¬ 
tised specifics for combatting this pest, 
some of them poisonous and some of them 
ineffective, owing to the lack of poison. 
To clear off the caterpillars nothing equals 
soot. Some use a mixture of lime and 
soot, hut the latter will be found quite 
efficacious used alone. Choose a damp, 
still morning, and dust the trees, throwing 
the soot with an upward jerk, until they 
are uniformly black. If necessary repeat 
the treatment after an interval in order 
to dispose of any caterpillars which may 
have escaped the first dusting. The sum¬ 
mer rains will wash the young fruit be¬ 
fore it is ready for picking, and the soot 
which falls to the ground as dusting goes 
on will provide a stimulant to the roots.— 
W. McG., Balmae. 

Sparrows and rats. — The amount of 
damage done by rats and house-sparrows 
is Immense. It is, therefore, with great 
satisfaction that we record the fact that 
the Local Government Board has author¬ 
ised Rural and Urban District Councils, 
Parish Councils, and Parish Meetings to 
si>end public money on abating the num¬ 
bers of rats and sparrows, should private 
sources prove insufficient to meet the need 
of funds. Moreover, they can act at once, 
and need communicate with no Govern¬ 
ment Depa l'tment on the subject—a re¬ 
freshing instance of freedom from red 
tape. The Local Government Board and 
the Board of Agriculture have sent out a 
joint notice suggesting the following 
methods of destruction;—(1) Rat and 
sparrow clubs. (2) The appointment of a 
rat-catcher at a fixed weekly wage. (3) 
The offering rewards for heads of sparrows 
and tails of rats. In the last ease the 
rates of payment should not exceed Is. for 
a dozen rats’ tails, 3d. for a dozen heads 
of fully-fledged house sparrows, 2d. for a 
dozen heads of unfledged house-sparrows, 
and Id. a dozen for their eggs. Responsi¬ 
ble people must see that the heads, tails, 
and eggs are destroyed when the reward 
has been paid, to prevent the ingenious 
sportsman from using the same trophies 
as a ]>ermanent source of revenue. We. 
hope our readers will see to it that their 
local authorities takd Ifull advantage of 
their uew.piiweis. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

A SOURCE OF GOOD FOOD. 
Haricot Beams. —Haricots are among the 
many foods that have rapidly advanced in 
price owing to the shortage of Potatoes, 
and now that we are urged to grow all 
vegetables having a high food value it 
should he advisable to grow Haricots more 
largely. The Dwarf Jteans and also the 
climbing kinds are largely grown by 
almost all cottagers in France, and at the 
end of September and in October one can 
see the dried Beans hanging up in all sorts 
of places. The taller kinds are grown in 
much I he same way as they are grown 
here, viz., by talcing out a shallow trench 
and sowing early in May, according to 
the district. 

The method of culture followed by most 
Iteople in the districts of Normandy is, 
briefly, as follows:—The ground is 
ploughed deeply in early spring and well 
worked with harrows when .possible; 
When the soil is in good condition it is 
made up in early May into ridges about 
three-quarters of a yard apart. On a line 
day about the third week the seed is sown 
on the sunny -side of the ridges by a man 
making a small hole with his heel, putting 
in seven or eight seeds in each, and cover¬ 
ing slightly. These clumps are about 20 
inches apart. In about ten days the seed¬ 
lings appear, and then the ridges are split 
by a small plough. The Beans in this way 
are well moulded up, this soil protecting 
them from cold and wind. From this 
time, provided the ground is clean, very 
little attention is required until the Beans 
are ripe. 

If the autumn is dry it is an easy matter 
to harvest them, but if wet it takes a long 
time to get them dry enough to store. They 
are frequently strung on wires between 
trees, or hung in an open shed to dry. Two 
clumps are tied together and are slung 
across the wire by a wisp of straw, and 
when fit are placed in an open shed, close 
up to the roof, until required for use. 
Before being used it Is necessary in damp 
weather to place them close to a lire or 
boiler so as to make the seeds readily 
come .out from the pod when beaten in a 
sack." When screened they are fit for use. 

With us the name “Haricot” is only 
applied to the dried seed, but the French 
call all sorts of Runner and Dwarf Beans 
“Haricots.” Haricots verts are the pods 
as we usually eat them in summer when 
they are green. Haricots Mango-tout are 
those that we know as “stringless.” 
Haricots Flageolet are the seeds gathered 
before they are ripe and when about three- 
parts grown, usually' of the varieties “non¬ 
stringless.” These are very much in de¬ 
mand, and are sometimes served with the 
green Beans and sometimes as a separate 
dish with melted butter or Farsley sauce. 
These can he had in this form from May 
(where forced) to September, and they 
may be preserved for winter use in boxes. 
They must he gathered when nearly ri|ie 
and carefully stored. 

Dried Haricots. —Those are the dried 
seeds of any of the kinds mentioned be¬ 
low, grown as described and preserved in 
winter and spring. The Beans that are so 
often grown here, viz.. Scarlet Runners, 
are not favoured very much by the French. 
The tall varieties grown are numerous, 
hut one of the best is Haricot de Soissons 
hla nc ii mines. This is the one frequently 
sold in simps here. Of course, others are 
used also, hut the Soissons is considered 
to possess a better flavour. Haricot St. 
Fiacre-and the varieties of Haricot Coco 
are also well worth growing. Among the 
dwarf kinds I think two of the very best 
are the Golden French Bean and Green 
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Gem, both of very line quality used either 
green or as Flageolet or din’d. They give 
a very heavy crop of seeds of good quality. 
The best French kind is Flageolet Chevrier 
de Soissons nain (white-seeded). 

The kinds known as “ stringless ” here 
are also worth growing, and give very 
heavy crops. Varieties stub as Sutton’s 
Masterpiece, Sugar Beans, and Vilmorin's 
Haricot de Prague are all good. 'The 
Butter Beans can also lie grown in the 
same way. The tall Mont d’Or Wax pod 
and the Dwurf Golden Waxpotl are both 
very good .—The Garden. 


FUEB-SAVING HAY-BOX. 

The liny-box cookery lenfleL, issued by tile 
Association of Teachers of Domestic Sub¬ 
jects, and obtainable from the secretary, 
A.T.D.S., Hastings House, 10, Norfolk- 
streel, Strand, London. \V.O. 2, price Id. 
|ier set of four, or by post ljil., gives the 
following directions: — 

Obtain a large wdo-deu box, such as a 
sugar-box. Line iL with double news¬ 
paper Fill tlie box to within 2 itiebes or 
2 inches of the top with very tightly 
packed hay, and scoop out of the centre of 
the buy a cavity large enough to hold the 
cooking utensils. Make a cushion of 
house flannel to tit the top of the box 
exactly, and stuff it tightly with hay. 
Remember that saucepans with tightly- 
fitting lids and short handles should be 
used ; also that those made of earthen¬ 
ware or aluminium are preferable to other 
kinds. As substitutes, jam-jars or large 
tins tightly covered are recommended. 

The method is as follows : The food to 
lie cooked must be brought to boiling 
point on I lie gas'cooker or kitchen range, 
and at that temperaturb—that is, boiling 
point—it must he placed in the hay-box. 
The cooking utensil must he wrapped in 
newspaiier before being placed in the 
cavity pi via rod for jt in (lie box. Over 
this place the liny cushion and close the 
lid firmly. There must lie no space l>e- 
tween the cushion and Hie lid of the box. 
It should also tie noted that to obtain 
satisfactory results the stewiian should he 
Packed as quickly and firmly as possible 
to prevent loss of heat. Different foods 
require different times for cooking. Oat¬ 
meal. for example, boiled for five minutes 
and left in the hay-box all night is ready 
for Hie morning’s breakfast. 

Meat cooked for half Hie usual time on 
Hie gas stove or kitchen range requires 
from four to six hours in the hay-box to 
cook it ; fresh fruit needs one or two 
hours in the hay-box after having been 
brought to the boiling point and placed in 
box; and dried fruit should lie soaked 
overnight, brought to boiling point, and 
put into the box for from three to live 
hours. 

THE USE AND MISUSE OF OATMEAL. 
There is much interest taken now in sub¬ 
stitutes for Potatoes and bread, and we 
give below recipes from The Times, and 
which we think anything lint Hie best that 
can be done. Oats are the noblest grain 
grown in our country, Oatmeal in its best 
form being most nourishing. We do not 
make half enough use of it in broad and 
puddings and other wholesome dishes. 

Some of these recipes are not nearly so 
good as tlie simple old-fashioned way of 
making porridge. Mixing Oatmeal with 
milk, eggs, and other things does not make 
it any better, but worse. Oatmeal of itself 
is so nourishing a food that any addition 
to it is not a gain but a loss. The com¬ 
plaints in the following quoted article 
about finding a difficulty in getting Oat¬ 
meal is quite a mistake. There is no real 
difficulty. There arc good millers in Scot¬ 


land, oud it would be very difficult to ex¬ 
haust mills such as the Craig Mills in 
Dundee. In many Important towns in 
Ireland there are also excellent millers of 
Oatmeal. There need he no difficulty in. 
getting good Oatmeal if jieople will take a 
little trouble. There i.s no Oatmeal bread 
mentioned here that is so goixl as the 
ni in pie farmhouse Oatmeal bread made of 
Oatmeal and water only. 

To avoid as far as possible such 
breakfast dishes as necessitate the 
eating of bread with them is an excel¬ 
lent plan. Perhaps the best dish of 
this kind is Oatmeal porridge. The 
porridge habit lias been growing, hut 
llio.se who do not care for it and those 
who find a difficulty in getting Oatmeal 
may like to try Maize jmrridge or 
flaked Rice as |iorridge. The follow¬ 
ing are recipes:— 

Maize Pobbidce. One breakfast cur of flaked 
Maize and one breakfast cup of milk, Soak 
tile Maize in a little -water for an hour. Add 
tile milk and cook for one hour in a double 
saucepan; add a email piece of but.tor or mar¬ 
garine, pepper and salt, or sugar. Thii can be 
cooked overnight and warmed up in th*e 
morning 

Oatmeal fritters, —Make a very etii,’ porridge, 
adding to it half a tenpoonful finely chopped 
Onion and Parsley. Spread it on a plate to 
cool. Then cut into pieces, dip in frying batter 
and fry. To add to the food value of these a 
beaten egg may be stirred in when the mix¬ 
ture ie almost cooked. 

An ArrETisiNii oatmeal pudding. —3 oz. oatmeal 
(coarse), 3 oz. flour, 2 oz. margarine, 11 oz. 
Demerara sugar, rind of one Lemon, half tea¬ 
cupful treacle, half teaspooiiful carbonate of 
soda, half teacupful milk. 2 oz. fruit. Hub 
margarine into flour. Add oatmeal, sugar, 
soda, cleaned and chopped fruit and grated 
Lemon rind. Bind together with warmed milk 
and treacle. Turn into a greased mould or 
basin and steam carefully two to three hours. 
Turn out and serve with a sweet sauce or 
custard. 

Oaten pudding. 2 oz. rolled Oats, 1 pint milk, 
one tabiespoonfiil sugar, one tablespoonful 
Raisins, small piece of margarine. Nutmeg. 
Orease pie-dish. Put in rolled Oats, sugar, and 
Raisin? (stoned and sliced). Add milk and stir 
up well. Soak Half to one hour; stir up again. 
Place small pieces of margarine on top. 
Scatter grated Nutmeg over. Bake ill a very 
moderate oven for about two hours. SuHlcieut 
for three or four people. 


NOTES .1 JfD REPLIES. 

To save Potatoes, lii Hardening Illustrated 
for April 28 there is ail article by Miss Jekyli 
on the above subject. The advice given is 
all very well so long os there are considerable 
stocks of different vegetables to fall back upon. 
Parsni)>s are practically os scarce as Potatoes. 
Again. Swedes are by April past their beet, and 
it is a far ery from then till Potatoes come 
in, particularly in such a season as the pre¬ 
sent. Beans, Peas, and Lentils are all desir¬ 
able substitutes, far more nourishing than the 
Potato itself, -but they ate now very expensive, 
and in many districts difficult to obtain. 1 
have tried many Potato substitutes, and have 
come to the conclusion that the best, com¬ 
bined with a moderate degree of cheapness, is 
Rice, plainly steamed in ettch a manner that 
the whole of the nourishment is retained. Up 
to the present the Japanese Rice seems to be 
fairly plentiful ami of good quality.—K. R. W. 

Rye Pancakes. Inside every open doorway 
in some parts of Brittany you can eee an old 
woman left in charge of the family dinner. It 
is she who makes the pancakes of Rye flour 
that the workers will eat on their return from 
the fields. A large frying-pan contains a 
ladleful of the mixture of Rye, milk, and egg, 
and as each cake is made -it is folded like a 
handkerchief and piled on the dish. In a 
short time there is a good heap of pancakes 
that will be the chief item of the repast. 
With these the farmers eat a fried egg or 
butter or jam to vary the flavour, but invari¬ 
ably pancakes, and with three or four of them 
hunger is satisfied .—Country Lite. 
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ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

ITALIAN HYBRID NARCISSI. 

Men who seek to cross or hybridise plants 
have much to answer for, as the wild 
species or varieties of them are often the 
best. These came as Italian hybrid forms, 
but they never appeared to have any dis¬ 
tinction so 1 threw them into some moist 
spots along the lake-side, where they are 
happy and do no harm. Labels are one of 
the nuisances of a garden, ranking with 
gout weed, caterpillars, and mealy bug,, 
and it is a coin Tort to dispense with them. 
Narcissi, hath as to kinds and quantity, 
have increased so much that it is iiupossi- 


eool soil and moisture, and consorting well 
with P. pulverulenta.—H eubeut Maxwell, 
Monreit/i. 

- Mr. Robinson-Douglas, of Orchard- 

ton House, Gastle-Douglas, has sent me a 
note regarding the behaviour of certain 
plants in his garden this winter. Among 
these he mentions P. Forresti, and also P. 
rufa (which he considers almost identical 
with P. Forresti). Mr. Robinson-Douglas 
states that they were both good plants and 
had glass coverings, but, except for a weak 
effort of 1*. Forresti, seem now to he quite 
dead. Orcbardton lies close to a delight¬ 
ful little bay on the Solway, where, owing 
to the Gulf Stream, the climate is greatly 
modified for the I tetter. Like all other 
gardens in I lie* Stewartry, Ore ha niton 


phuroa differs from the normal type in 
the size of its aehenes and the shape 
of its cotyledons. These, however, are 
trivial matters when compared with 
the facts that the colour of its yellow 
is never so glowing and pure, nor does 
it grow into such huge clumps, as the 
truealpiua. The linest effect I have ever 
seen of masses of A. sulphuren was 
on the Pordol Pass In Tyrol, but lovely 
as were those many acres waving with 
sulphur Anemone blossoms, I missed 
the variety and excitement of the many 
shades from pure white to citron, as 
semi on the Cenis.” 

Arabis Billardieri rosea_'Ibis is pos¬ 

sibly the plant referred to by Mr. Rogers 
in a recent issue of your paper, it is a 



A pond side in Narcissus time. 


We to keep any labelled record of them, 
nor is it needed for those who look most 
to general effects in a garden. YV. 


AO'rr.H AND UF.FI.IEX. 


Primula Forresti. I regret that-f must 
disclaim the success attributed to me liy 
Mr. Amott (p. 305) in growing this tine 
Primrose. Mr. YYhjtton, of the Glasgow 
Botanic Garden, gave me a dozen plants 
about live years ago, and it is true that 
these did w r ell and flowered freely at first 
on a dry retaining wall, but each succeed¬ 
ing winter has been fatal to one. or more 
of these plants, and now I think that only 
one remains, and that in a precarious state. 
It is evidently not a plant for the west 
coast. On the other hand. P. hektdoxa 
may be safely reeoiafuended, r^hobclm^in 


seems to suffer more from the damp in 
winter Ilian tile cold.— S. Ahnott, Sunny- 
mccul, Maxicil/toirn, Dumfries. 

The yellow alpine Windflower. — Too 
little seen well grown, even on tile rock 
garden, there Is some confusion as to 
kinds, which Mr. E. A. Bowles does well 
to make clear ill The Garden. 

“ It seems to be the botanical view 
nowadays to regard the self-yellow 
plant of the granite as no more than a 
variety of A. alpinn. But this var. 
stilphurea must not be confounded with 
the sulphur, or rather citron-yellow, 
forms found among the white type, 
and which I consider far more beauti- 
* ful, especially when their young buds 
are of the brightest turquoise tint. 
Botanists assure us that this var. sul- 


free-growing and desirable species, being 
I quite pretty when its pink flowers are well 
! out. The greyish rosettes are consider- 
j ably smaller than in the commoner Arabis 
alliida. It has gone through the past 
j winter quite well. It is all the better for 
J being cut back after flowering. Alabis 
i Sturi is another good Arabis, with small, 
i compact, green rosettes and white flowers. 
Treated in the same way as A. Billardieri 
rosea, it is much more desirable for a 
small rockery than the more rampant, hut 
beautiful, commoner species.—T. A. L., 
Middlesbrough. 

The alpine Wallflower _The alpine 

YYallflower (Clieiranthus alpinus) is very 
good this year, and appears to have stood 
the winter uninjured here. Its clear- 
yellow flowers on good plants are delightful 
in the end of May and during June. It is 
perennial, but It is advisable to keep up 
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the stock by sowing some seeds or by cut¬ 
tings, which strike readily under a hand- 
light or in a pot in a greenhouse or frame. 
—Dumfries. 

Anemone sulphurea.—My experience 
witli this species has been similar to tiiat 
of your correspondent, plants raised from 
seeds sown in 1914 coming up year after 
year, gradually getting larger and 
stronger, but up to now have done no 
more than throw up their pretty Fern-like 
leaves.—T. A. L., Middlesbrough. 


INDOOR PLANTS. 

PHYLLOCACTI. 

The members of this extremely showy race 
of Cacti are not met with in gardens so 
frequently os was at one time the case. 
It is somewhat difficult to assign a cause, 
unless it be the vagaries of fashion, for 
they have much to recommend them to the 
amateur with but a single greenhouse. 
They give but little trouble .at any time, 
and, with ordinary care, can be depended 
upon to dower well, while the blossoms of 
many of them are very striking. True, 
they do not last long, but good, healthy 
examples will keep up a succession for 
some time. There is a wide range of 
colour in the blossoms, particularly showy 
being some of those in which the centre of 
the flower is shot with a brilliant metallic 
lustre which appears to vary in tint ac¬ 
cording to the standpoint from which it is 
viewed. These Phyllocacti were favourites 
as long ago as I can remember, till in the 
latter part of the SO's of the last century 
the taste for them seemed to decline. Soon 
after this Messrs. Veitcli took the Phyllo¬ 
cacti in hand and raised a great number 
of new varieties. The result of this was 
that between the years 1893 and 1899 no 
less than seventeen varieties were given 
Awards of Merit by the ltoyal Horticul¬ 
tural Society. This led for a time to their 
culture being taken up with renewed 
energy, but it soon cooled down. Perhaps 
tiie fact that the blossoms are of no use 
lor cutting, wljicli appeal's to be the 
standard from which most flowers are now 
judged, had a good deal to do with this. 

The Phyllocacti are all readily propa- 
gated from cuttings, even good-sized shoots 
'will root without difficulty if put into i»ts 
of sandy loam and given only enough 
water to keep the soil moderately moist. 
Except when the flowers are opening the 
plants should be fully exposed to the sun 
all the year round. In the summer they 
need a fairly liberal amount of water com¬ 
bined with ample drainage, but as autumn 
advances loss will be required. Iu winter 
they do not need much water, but at the 
same time tile soil must not be allowed to 
get very dry. Throughout the summer 
they may be stood in a sunny spot out of 
doors, taking care to remove them under 
cover before heavv autumnal rains set in. 

W. T. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Elaeocarpus cyaneus.— This greenhouse 
evergreen shrub is one of the most chaste 
of the uncommon subjects now in flower in 
that structure. It is sometimes known as 
EUeocarpus reticulatus. The now recog¬ 
nised specific name of cyaneus is derived 
from the blue colour of the berries when 
ripe. The flowers, which are borne in 
great profusion, are disiiosed in racemes 
that depend gracefully from the under¬ 
sides of the shoots. Individually, the 
blossoms are bell-shaped, of the purest 
white, and deeply fringed at the mouth— 
this last forming a particularly attractive 
feature. This EUeocarpus is a native of 
Australia, whence it was introduced 
as long ago as 1803, but it is now very 
seldom seen. Otrttings of thelialf-ripened 
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shoots will strike without difficulty if put 
into pots of sandy soil and placed in a 
close propagating ease in a gentle heat.— 
W. T. 

Dissotis pluitiosa.— Among the many 
subjects suited for growing in small pots 
for draping the edges of stages next the 
foothpaths in warm greenhouses and 
stoves the above-named is unique. Not 
only is it a free grower, but its trailing 
habit renders it most suitable for the pur¬ 
pose. In addition to this it has the'good 
property of flowering also, the blooms be¬ 
ing a rose madder in colour and nearly as 
large as a shilling in size. It is also a 
good subject for growing in a basket to 
suspend under the roof. It is of easy culti¬ 
vation and succeeds well in a sandy mix¬ 
ture of loam and leaf-mould.—A. W. 

Zonal Pelargoniums.— The cuttings now 
being well rooted should be potted off and 
returned to a moderately warm place for a 
lime until they are established, when they 
should be shifted into 6-inch or 7-inch pots, 
whichever may be the more convenient size. 
When they have recovered from the root dis¬ 
turbance pinoh out the point growths of the 
plants to make them break and push out aide 
shoots.—A. IV. 


OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

OXALIS ENNEAPHYLLA. 
Several of the hardy species of Oxalis, 
although very pretty, increase at such an 
alarming rate that they soon become 
dangerous weeds. Their bulbs multiply 
and the seeds are flung in all directions, 
and once they get fairly established it is 
almost impossible to exterminate them. 

Oxalis enneaphylla, with its numerous 
blue-grey leaves and large white flowers, 
is the most beautiful of all the hardy 
species, yet, although it was introduced ns 
long ago as 1879 from Terra del Fuego, it 
has always remained somewhat rare in 
cultivation. It does not seed nearly so 
freely as most of the other si>ecies, hut 
last year my plants ripened quite a con¬ 
siderable crop of seeds, and I have been 
delighted to find numerous tiny seedlings 
springing up iu all sorts of unexpected 
places. I have several times tried to cross 
Oxalis enneaphylla with some other 
siiecies, but without success. This year, 
however, I flowered a plant of It under 
glass, carefully removed the anthers 
directly the flowers opened, and dusted the 
stigmas with pollen from a pretty, deep, 
rose-coloured species which I iuqiorted 
under the name of O. rubella, but which 
does not agree with Nicholson's descrip¬ 
tion of O. ruts?lit). Auyhow, it is a pretty 
cluster-headed si>ecies of excellent colour, 
and under its influence O. enneaphylla 
shows every sign of seeding. 

It is curious how few folk seem to know 
that the flowers of Oxalis enneaphylla are 
sweetly scented. I suppose it is that few 
people have the plant in sufficient masses 
lor the scent to reach them. Happening 
to be the fortunate possessor of a great 
many plants, I discovered their scent with¬ 
out humbling myself before them. 1 
caught a pleasant whiff of almond fra¬ 
grance in passing a lot of frames filled with 
O. enneaphylla in full bloom. I often pick 
a fully-blown flower for a friend to smell, 
and I have never found anyone who knew 
that the flower had any sort of fragrance. 
Somehow, in spite of its white waxiness, 
it does not look like a flower with a smell. 
As to its 

Culture, I have seen all sorts of precise 
and careful rules given, most of them 
different, and, so far as my experience 
goes, every one of them right. I have 
never yet discovered a soil or a situation 
in which it would not flourish. I have 
gtowu Oxalis enneaphylla iu limestone 


moraine and granite moraine, in peat, in 
rich loam, stiff loam, sunshine and shade, 
dry rock-crevices with hardly any soil at 
all, and in crevices of a dry wall. In all 
it has" flourished. Yet I constantly get 
letters from people to whom I have sent 
the plant saying that it has died. These 
letters generally come in spring. I usually 
write suggesting that they wait a few 
weeks and watch the place of death, pro¬ 
mising to send a fresh plant if there is no 
resurrection of the old. Almost always 
comes news a little later that the plant is 
alive after all. Only one hint will I give 
as to aspect, and that Is that the rare and 
pretty pale pink variety, O. enneaphylla 
rosea, is best in a rather cool and half- 
shady position, as there the blossoms keep 
their colour better and longer. Iu full 
sun the blossoms bleach almost to white. 

Stevenage. Clarence Elliott. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The Physostegias are not only of con¬ 
siderable beauty in the border iu summer 
and autumn, but will be found exceedingly 
valuable for cutting, especially the white 
one, which'in its season bears spikes of 
flowers having a general resemblance to 
those of the Heaths. They grow freely 
in any common soil, are not difficult to 
raise from seed, and may also he in¬ 
creased by division in spring. l’liyso- 
stegia virginiana, sometimes called Dra- 
cocephalum virginicum, is a good border 
plant, with spikes of small purple flowers 
on stems about 2 feet high. It is sur¬ 
passed by the.handsomer variety speciosa, 
of which there is a white form, called I’, 
speciosa alba. Within the last year or so 
there has a prion red in commerce a new 
variety, called P. v. speciosa gigantea, 
which, despite its cumbrous name, is an 
acquisition for the border or for cutting. 
Whereas the others rauge from 18 inches 
to little more than 2 feet high, the variety 
gigantea is 3 feet or more iu stature The 
flowers, of a kind of rose-purple, are in 
long graceful spikes, while they are larger 
than those of the others. The Physoste¬ 
gias are generally hardy, but where any 
doubt exists the crowus may have a 
covering of dry leaves or litter. The 
plants should never suffer from drought 
during spring and summer, and prefer a 
moist, though well-drained soil. — S. 
Arnott. 

Incarvillea Delavayi from seed. —This is 
now blooming with me from seed sown iu 
the spring of 1915. Some of the plnnts 
stood last winter witli no more than a 
light covering-of ashes. I. Delavayi does 
not seed readily in many gardens. When 
it does propagation is simple. I generally 
cut off the large [xxLs with a portion of the 
stem as soon as they turn a tawny yellow 
and place them in paper hags in a warm 
spot. They soon split open and liberate a 
large number of seeds. These are stored 
away until the following spring, when they 
are sown in boxes of light, sandy soil 
covered with a pane of glass and placed in 
a cold frame. Germination takes place 
readily, provided the soil is not kept too 
wet, and the young plants are pricked-out 
into pots or into prepared beds as soou as 
they can lie handled. If attention is paid 
to feeding and watering during the lirst 
cummer some of the seedlings will make 
strong plants by autumn, when the leaves 
will die down. At this stage the most for¬ 
ward may be lifted and planted in their 
flowering quarters, preferably iu clusters 
of three, eacli root being about 9 inches 
from its neighbour. Both these and any 
seedlings left in the nursery should have a 
covering of ashes during winter. Deep 
cultivation is essential. That, together 
with a rigid “ letting alone ” of estab- 
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lislied plants, will conduce not only to fine 
heads of large blooms, but to a greater 
number of flowering stems and more 
luxuriant foliage.—A. T. Johnson. 

Plumbago Larpentae (Ceratostigma 
pluinbngiiKiides). — Mr. Cornbill has fur¬ 
nished on page J07 a highly practical and 
useful paragraph on Lady Lnrpcnt’s Lead- 
wort, and one which should l>e taken to 
heart by those who desire to grow and 
flower it. To do it well it requires in the 
north the warmest, sunniest spot that is 
possible. It enjoys the crevices of a sunny 
retaining wall, and there will give its 
charming blue flowers at a season when 
most other plants of its class are over. 
These are not its only charm, as the leaves 
assume the most brilliant colouring imagin¬ 
able, and are as welcome as the flowers. 
A point worth remembering is to keep 


bunch-flowered Narcissus. A. narcissiflora 
is a woodland plant, but does well in the 
open border in full sun. I think, however, 
that it does best where it is partially 
screened from the sun or only receives it 
for a short time in the early part of the 
day.— S. Ahnott. 


NARCISSUS VAN WAVEREN'S GIANT. 
A fine bright yellow trumpet variety with 
primrose-coloured perianth, the hold 
flowers borne on stiff stems 18 inches to 
20 inches high and Ij inches to 5 inches 
across, lasting in bloom for a long while. 
The clump figured has developed from 
three bulbs planted in October, 1915 , so it 
is evidently a good doer. From a florist's 
point of view, jierhaps, the flower is l 
slightly wanting in refinement, but it was 


vanced, but having been caught napping 
' last season, seeds of these were put in dur- 
j ing the week. At the same time, further 
sowings will bo made round about the 
customary time. Generally, when room in 
cold-frames is to spare, seedlings are 
pricked off therein.—W. McG. 

Queen Anne's double Daffodil.—This must 
not be confounded with the distinct Queen 
Anne's double Jonquil, a variety of Narcissus 
Jonquilla. It is a form of N. capax or 
Queltia capax, to use Haworth's old name. 
It is a very old plant in gardens, but 
far from plentiful, and does not appear to 
do well in many places. In my garden it 
does well and increases fairly freely. The 
flowers are symmetrical in their arrangement, 
but without the appearauce of formality, ami 
the soft yellow colouring is very beautiful.— 
3. Arnott. 

Epimedinm pinnatum.—Maund figured this 
under the name of E. colchicum in his 



Narcissus Van Wavcren's Giant. From a photograph in Dr. WalHs’s garden 

at East Grinstead. 


aggressive plants away from it. If allowed 
to go on, these will soon oust it by creejs 
ing among its roots or covering its growths 
with a veil of foliage, which Inevitably 
means death. —is. Ahnott. 


- .7. Cornhill (June 9th, p. 207) need 

not discourage northern gardeners. I saw 
a large plant of this last autumn near 
Boston Spa. It easily stands ordinary 
winters here in proper soil and aspect.— 
L. ,1. Rogers, G. Hollis Lane. Leeds. 


Anemone narcissiflora.—At the end of 

May this year this came into bloom. Some 
plants have the exterior of the divisions of 
the flower prettily flushed like Apple- 
blossom, but others have not this attrac-. 
tion. The flowers, when they open, are of 
a good white and are in a good head which, 
with their general appearance, justifies 
tbe name of A. narcissiflora, ns they re¬ 


semble 


nothing 

Digits 


very much admired on the rock garden 
during the early days of April. 

I’. E. Wallis. 

Old .Slone. House , Last Grinstead. 


Wallflowers and Forget-me-nots _Con¬ 

trary to expectation, both Wallflowers and 
Forget-me-nots have been of quite average 
quality. Both were severely hit by the 
severe and prolonged winter, but in the 
end they picked up, and have made good 
plants, which, although a little behind 
time, have bloomed freely. Of the varie¬ 
ties grown, it may be instructive to re¬ 
mark that the Wallflower which endured 
the winter best was the old Vulcan, while 
the best Forget-me-not was Ruth Fischer. 
I do not like white Forget-me-nots, these 
always appearing to me to be singularly 
ineffective. In a general way, I prefer to 
delay sowing both Wallflower and Forget- 
me-not seeds until June is some way ad- 


" Botanic Garden,” with the suggestion that 
its proper name should be E. pinnatum, var. 
elegant. 1 do not think that the plant he 
figured shows anything to distinguish it from 
E. pinnatum, and the "Index Kewensis ” and 
“ Kew Hand-list ” are alike silent regarding 
the name of E. colchicum. It is not generally 
known that these Epimediums bloom more 
freely if the old leaves are allowed to remain 
until the flowering is over. Sometimes the 
flowers are caught and severely injured by 
late frosts, and the old leaves serve as a 
natural protection.—S. Arnott. 


Index and Binding: Cases for completed 
Volume.— The Index to Volume XXXVIII. oj (Jakdk.v- 
ino Illustrated ia now ready (price 3d., post free 3\dj. 
The Binding Case for tin same volume is also available 
(price Is. (id., by post la. 9dJ. The Index and Binding 
Case can be obtained from any newsagent, or from the 
Publisher, 63, Lincolns Inn Fields, Lo'iidon, IV.C. 2. If 
ordered together, (he price of the Index and Binding Case ij 
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VEGETABLES. 

RUNNER BEANS AND GOATS. 

1 never knew liow good Runner Beans 
could be until 1 kept goats. Like most 
other vegetables they were grown to please 
the gardener's eye. When large enough 
and stringy enough they were brought to 
the eoolt, who, with infinite labour, cut 
away the string, sliced them, boiled out 
the flavour and the goodness, and sent 
them to table mawkish, greenery yallery 
shreds. 

One day I raided the kitchen when a 
gathering of Scarlet Runners had lieen 
brought in, and I gave a demonstration in 
preparing Beans for the |*>t. I took each 
jmmI and snapiied it in half. Six or seven 
of tlie whole, lot snapped clean and crisp, 
and these were placed aside by themselves. 
In all the rest the two halves hung to¬ 
gether by strings when the i>ods were 
snapped. These were put into a basket 
aside ns unfit for human food. The seven 
youngish stringless Beans were not con¬ 
sidered, enough to make a dish, so the 
plants were picked over again very 
thoroughly. 1 stripped them of every 
single large and middle-sized Beau, and 
eventually we got unite a respectable lot 
of pods which snapped across clean and 
crisp without a suspicion of stringiness. 
These I had boiled as they were—whole, or. 
rather, in solid halves. They were not 
shredded. A knife never touched them. 
They were a revelation; solid, fleshy, and 
nutty, and full of good flavour. That is 
the way to eat Scarlet Runner Beans. But 
1 must tell about tlie goats. There were 
strong protests that it was wicked waste 
and extravagance to throw away all those 
fine large ihhIs, which 1 discarded for 
having grown stringy, and pick so many 
others before they had fully developed. I 
got over the difficulty by giving the whole 
lot to the goats, which devoured them 
greedily, and explaining that it was 
pleasanter to drink the Beans in the form 
of milk than eliew them in the form of 
string. 

As a matter of fact, it exhausts the 
plants much less if you always gather the 
Beans young, before they grow stringy, 
and you really get a bigger and a more 
continuous crop by this method than by 
allowing the gardener to indulge his 
passion for size in the Jiods. The only test 
for an edible Bean, Runner or French, is 
that of snapping in half. Insist on having 
tlie halves cooked whole and there can be 
no excuse for either stringy or tasteless 
Beans. Those that do not snap clean and 
stringless can he given to the goats or the 
chickens. A goat is a very profitable thing 
to keep in a garden of any size. She cats 
up endless garden refuse, Rose prunings, 
fruit-tree prunings, hedge trimmings, 
Green X’ea haulms, the stumps of all tlie 
Cabbage tribe, and any surplus vegetables 
that begin to run to seed, such as Lettuces 
and Spinach, as they will in the best regu¬ 
lated garden. A goat is a wicked animal 
if she gets loose in a garden, so see to it 
that the tethering pin and chain are good 
and strong. ITo]ierly under control it is 
wonderful the amount of refuse shej will 
dispose of, converting it into manure for 
the garden and excellent milk for the 
house. Clarence Elliott. 

Stevenage. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Runner Beans without sticks.— It is well 
to bear in mind that very satisfactory 
croi>s of Runner Beans can be grown with¬ 
out sticks of any kind; indeed, It is the 


method employed 
and is also 
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Issued by the Royal Horticultural Society 
under the title of “ Economy in the Gar¬ 
den.” If the plants are stopped just as 
they commence to run it is surprising what 
a quantity of Beans is produced. True, 
they are not such as one meets with at 
exhibitions, for the very long-podded varie¬ 
ties are not well suited for the purpose. 
The old Scarlet Runner is the best for 
growing without sticks. When treated in 
the way above mentioned it continues to 
fruit over a much longer period than 
Dwarf Beans.—H. P. in The Garden. 

-Where sticks are difficult to ob¬ 
tain, and this is especially the case in 
some suburban districts, a good plan is 
to follow tlie advice given in a publication 
issued l>y tlie Royal Horticultural Society 
entitled Economy in the Garden. This is 
to grow Scarlet Runners on the field 
system, namely, without stakes. Thin to 
IS Inches a|»art and pinch out tlie top when 
il begins to run. Personally I prefer to 
put tlie rows 2 feet apart, with 1 foot be¬ 
tween tlie plants. This system has been 
used by the market gardeners for years, 
as, when grown in quantity, tlie expendi¬ 
ture on sticks would form a considerable 
item even if they could be obtained. Under 
this field system one cannot count upon 
the line, large, well-sliaped pods that one 
sees at exhibitions, but as labour is so 
scarce this must be {kissed over, the ob¬ 
ject being to obtain good young Beans, and 
plenty of them. For this puriiose tlie very- 
large podded varieties are not. the best, ns 
they weigh down the branches, and, being 
thus brought so near the ground, are apt 
to get splashed by rains or attacked by 
slugs. Gardeners' Chronicle. 

Compensation to allotment holders.— 
Under the Cultivation of Lands Order, 
1917 (No. 2), holders who take allotments 
by arrangement with tlie Board of Agricul¬ 
ture were to be given eomiiensatlon if their 
tenancy were ended before January 1st. 
1918. It has lieen widely felt that this 
period is not long enough to enable allot¬ 
ment holders to obtain a full return for 
their labour. We are therefore glad to be 
able to state that the regulation lias been 
amended and another year added to the 
period. A cultivator of land under the 
scheme whose occupation Is terminated by 
or on behalf of the Board before January 
1st, 1919, will now receive from tlie Board 
“ such eomiiensatlon as may have been 
agreed, or, in default of any such agree¬ 
ment, as tlie Board may consider just and 
reasonable.” This seems to meet the 
possible hardships, ami will give such allot¬ 
ment holders every opportunity of doing 
well out of ground they have taken or may 
take. 

Rhubarb. Some of the things recom¬ 
mended to be eaten as a substitute for the 
scarce green vegetables hardly come up to 
expectations, and in tlie case of Rhubarb 
leaves are positively dangerous. Tlie 
stalks, in addition to the usual methods 
of cooking, are playing a useful part just 
at present in preserve making in associa¬ 
tion with Dates in many cottage homes. 
This, in these days of sugar scarcity, is 
an economical association, because, if one 
gels about the right proimrtion— say, 
2 lb. of Dates to -1 lb. of Rhubarb—tlie 
jam will be quite sweet enough without 
the addition of sugar. In connection with 
other things recommended as vegetables, 
as Nettle and Hop tops, they may be ac¬ 
ceptable to some palates, but are certainly 
not very popular, and are In no request 
as soon as Spinach can be obtained. 
Early sowings of this have proved very 
useful, and in some districts have for 
several weeks been practically the only 
green vegetable obtainable.—E. B. IS., 
Hardwick. 


New varieties of Potatoes.— In the rais¬ 
ing of new varieties of Potatoes is not too 
much attention given to appearance and 
shape at the expense of quality and pro¬ 
ductiveness? I have been for many years 
much interested in the work in connection 
with raising and testing new kinds, and 
the fact has been borne in on me that only 
very rarely do we find a new variety com¬ 
bining shape, appearance, quality wheu 
.cooked, and productiveness. Everyone 
admits the value of an even tuber, with 
shallow eyes, and of a nice appearance, 
but more ought to be expected of a Potato 
than its qualifications for exhibition. In 
this respect, it may be feared, judges of 
Vegetables, especially in the case of collec¬ 
tions at exhibitions, by the bigli value 
placed uixin such tubers, have done much 
mischief. Competitors, out afler a valu¬ 
able money prize, have encouraged raisers 
to select from tlieir seedlings those of the 
most sha|pely nature, irrespective of other 
qualities, ami those who base tlieir selec¬ 
tions upon notes of varieties made at our 
leading shows have increased the demand 
for such. Were more attention given to 
quality and productiveness, and less to 
shape and appearance, growers, or, at ail 
events, users, would soon find out whicli 
were the most useful. A certain type of 
tuber is called for by the exhibitor or by 
the grower of fancy varieties, and lie pro¬ 
vides that type, irresiiective altogether of 
quality, productiveness, or long keeping.— 
A Scottish Gardener. 

Celery. -Tho earliest-raised plants should 
now be put out. Lift the plants with good 
balls, and be careful to make holes large 
enough to accommodate them in the trenches. 
There is no more fatal mistake made than in 
forcing the roots and balls of soil attached to 
them into holes made not nearly large enough 
for the purpose. Lifted and planted in a 
proper manner, tho planto feel the efTect of 
removal far less than when it is performed in 
a slipshod way. Give the roots a good soaking 
of water a few hours before lifting, and take 
care to see they have a plentiful supply as 
soon as planting is completed. If a double 
row of plants is set out, the rows should be 
1 foot apart and from 6 inches to 9 inches on 
either side from the edges of the trench. Tho 
plants in the rows may stand from 9 inches to 
1 foot apart. Plant the banks of soil between 
the trenches, if it has not already been done, 
with Cos and Cabbage Lettuces. See that 
succeeding crops, pricked out in frames, do 
not suffer from want of water, and ventilate 
freely to keep them dwarf and sturdy. If not 
already done, prick out Celeriac t inches to 
5 inches apart each way, either into a frame 
or tinder handlights, on a bed of light, rich 
soil overlying some 3 inches iu thickness of 
well rotted manure, or, failing that, some of 
the more decayed |>ortion of an old hotbed. 
Make the manure quite firm before spreading 
the soil on it. 

Lawn mowings.—In these days, when every 
bit of manure is so valuable, lawn mowings 
should not be wasted. I know how very valu¬ 
able they are as a manure, both for flowers 
and vegetables. Used as a mulch they are 
good, hut undoubtedly the moot economical 
way is to make a stack of them or dig a pit 
into which they can be tipped as taken from 
tlie lawn and allowed to rot. If a quantity of 
mowings can be obtained and mixed with a 
libera] portion of leaves, a mild heat will be 
produced. A bed of this mixture will he a 
useful way of growing Marrows and Cucumbers 
this year, as stable dung is so difficult to get.— 
E. T. Ellis, Shcflicld. 

Globe Beet.—The stock of old roots being 
practically exhausted, the foregoing should be 
assisted as much as possible, so that the roots 
may be quickly available. In the absence of 
a suitable artificial, common salt, thinly strewn 
between the rows, acts as a good stimulant for 
Beet. Thin out the plants to from 6 inches to 
9 inches apart in the drills of that more re¬ 
cently sown, and ply tile hoe afterwards, both 
to aerate the soil and keep weeds under.—A. W. 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom Junk 12th. —Clematis (in variety), 
Honeysuckles, Wistarias (in variety), 
Lai)u rn unis, jasminum primulinum, Schi- 
znphragma hydrangeoidcs (Climbing Hy¬ 
drangea), Polygonum baldschuanicum, 
Herberts (in variety), Staphylca colchica. 
Viburnums (in variety), Stranvwsia undu¬ 
late, Spirwas (in variety), Kerrias, Pyrus 
Matas (in variety), Rhaphiolepis ovata, 
PMladelphus (in variety), single and 
double Thorns (in variety), Crimson Chest¬ 
nut, Rhododendrons (in variety), Azaleas 
lin great variety), Rabun (several species), 
Deutzias (in variety). Magnolias, Robinia 
Kclscyi, Calyranthus florid us, Daphnes 
(in variety), Cytisus (in variety), Cornus 
florida, Olcaria, maorodonta, Sencciu 
llreyi, Ribes speciosum, Diervillas, Vero¬ 
nica- llulkeana, V. pinguifolia, Grevillea 
sulphured, Rodgersla podopliylla, liulomus 
umbellatus, Aponogelon distachyon, ~Sym- 
phaas (in variety), Calthas (in variety), 
Ancltusas (in variety), Tradescantia vir- 
ginica, Camassias (in variety), Aquilcgias 
(in variety). Foxgloves (various colours), 
Ercmuri (in variety). Epilobium peduncu- 
larc, Heuclieras (in variety), Thalictrums 
(in variety). Iris (many species and varie¬ 
ties), Alliums, Lupins, Hemerocallis (in 
variety), Corydalis (in variety). Herba¬ 
ceous and Tree Paonies, Trollius (in 
variety), Delphinium nudicaule, f Pyre- 
tlirums (in variety), Geums (in variety), 
Erigerons. Doronicums (in variety), East 
Lothian Stocks, Gazania splendens. Tufted 
Pansies (in variety). Ericas (in variety). 
Hoses (in variety). Sweet Peas. Perennial 
Peas, Aubrietias (in variety). Mossy and 
encrusted Saxifrages (in variety), Andro- 
saccs I in variety). Antirrhinum Asarina, 
.1. gtutinosum, .Ethioncmas (in variety), 
Dryas octopelala, Armerias (in variety), 
Gtobularia nana, Dianlhus (in variety), 
Onosma tauricum, O. albo-roseum, Cam¬ 
panulas (in variety), Lewisia Hoxcelli, 
Alpine 1 Phloxes (in variety), Saponarias, 
Dwarf Veronicas (in variety), Ramnndia 
pyrenaica, Cheiranthus (in variety), 
Uurisia coccinca, Primulas (in variety), 
Otnphalodcs (in variety), Gypsophilas (in 
variety). Oxalis enneaphylla. and ear. 
rosea, O. adenophylla, Lithospermums (in 
variety), Wahlenbergias, Arenartas (in 
variety), Hutchinsia alpina, Achillean (in 
variety), Houstonia, cavrulea, Meconopsis 
(in variety), Pcntstemon Davidsoni, P. 
Scouteri, Gentiana verna, Linarias (in 
variety), Erinus atpiuus, Sedums (in 
variety), Mazus rugosus, Silenes (in 
variety), Haberlea rhodopensis. Thymus 
herpyilum (in variety), Leontopodium 
alpinum (Edelweiss), Violas (in variety). 
Hypericum reptans, Lychnis (in variety ), 
Convolvulus Cneorum, Epimcdiums (in 
variety), Tiarelta cordifolia (the Foam- 
power). Cypripedium Calcenlus, Potcn- 
lillas (/'» variety). Anemones, Mrrtrnsia 
eehioides, Arnebia rrliioides, Cotyledon 
simplicifolius. Genista pilosa, Andromeda 
polifolia, Cotoneasters, Periwinkles, Ice¬ 
land and Oriental Poppies, Lilium 
Marlagon. 

The week’s work. —The fine, dry 
weather lias ripened all but the latest 
varieties of Narcissi, and those that it is 
intended to remove had better be lifted at 
cnee before rains moisten the soil and the 
roots commence to grow afresh. After the 
bulbs are graded it is better to replant at 
once, but if this is not possible the bulbs 
may be stored in a cool place until later in 
the year. It is not advisable to expose 
the bulbs to sunshine, which I have ob¬ 
served shrivels them very considerably. 
Tulips, Anemones, and Ranunculi are also 
going to rest. These should he taken up, 
choosing a dry day for this work, and as 
they are taken up place them thinly in 
boxes, trays, or upon mats to dry gradu¬ 
ally. When the bulbs are perfectly dry 
they should be cleaned. The Tulips 
should have all the offsets separated from 
the large bulbs, and each sort carefully 
labelled and placed /TB> some drv.I airv 
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house or shed until the time for replant¬ 
ing arrives. Gladioli need frequent appli¬ 
cations of water in dry weather, and, as a 
mulching to prevent undue evaporation, 
spread evenly over the surface of the roots 
a layer about 2 inches deep of horse-drop¬ 
pings. Stake tile plants early in order 
that the flowering-spikes may be secured 
before they become damaged by wind. 
Arrange the stakes so that the top of the 
stake is just below the lowest flower. 
Continue to prune any flowering shrubs 
that require it as they pass out of bloom. 
Many shrubs are all the better for being 
pruned at this season.— Lilacs, for in¬ 
stance—if it is necessary that they should 
be kept dwarf and bushy, should be pruned 
at the present time. Trailing Roses 
should bo neatly, but not tightly, trained, 
and the young, vigorous shoots which start 
from the base should be carefully secured. 
If Roses are syringed thoroughly each 
week it helps to keep them clean and 
healthy. It is necessary to gather the 
seed-vessels at an early stage from choice 
varieties of Azaleas anil Rhododendrons. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall Gardens, Oundle, Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Frame Cucumbers. —The main growths 
must be kept stopped until a sufficient 
number of side shoots has been secured to 
furnish the surface of the bed, when they 
may be allowed to come into bearing. 
Pinch out the points at the first or second 
leaf beyond the fruits, and do not allow too 
many of the latter of one size to develop at 
one time, otherwise there will be a glut in¬ 
stead of a succession. Top-dress with nice, 
rich, loamy material at frequent intervals, 
not putting on too much at a time, and 
settle it into place with tepid water. As 
long as the weather continues lino and 
warm the plants may he syringed morning 
and afternoon, and during the day air may 
be admitted in sufficient volume to keep 
the temperature about 85 degs. A light 
shade, especially where labour is short or 
the frames have to be left to shift for 
themselves during part of the day, may be 
given for a few hours in bright weather. 
If a frame can be spared it may be pre¬ 
pared for tile setting out of another couple 
of plants to supply fruits later on when 
the crop on the former begins to wane. A 
few cuttings put in singly into small pots 
and placed under a bell gloss will speedily 
root hnd make larger plants than seed¬ 
lings would become in the same time. 

Melons. —Well-established plants set out 
now in a nice light house will furnish a 
good supply of fruit in August or early 
September. The best way is to grow them 
as single cordons about 15 inches to 
18 .inches apart in a long, narrow border 
of the heaviest loam obtainable, held in 
place by retaining walls formed of pieces 
of turf, the whole to lie thoroughly con¬ 
solidated by ramming. In this the plants 
make short-jointed, wiry growth, and the 
stems are not nearly so susceptible to 
canker as when the compost is less firm 
and richer. When the time arrives for 
adding more compost, this can be placed 
against the turf walls of the border, either 
back or front, or both. 

Late yines. —The bunches should again 
ho looked over, and subjected, if necessary, 
to a second thinning. However well the 
first thinning may be done, there are 
always some few berries which can well be 
dispensed with, and it is much easier to 
nip these out now, and with less damage 
in the way of disturbance of bloom than 
when they become larger. Keep all sub- 
lateral growths regularly stopped, doing 
this with the finger and thumb, up to the 
time that the berries are stoning, when, 
for tho time being, such close repression 
of growth may be with advantage some¬ 
what relaxed. Well drained borders will 
require frequent watering, and sufficient 
should be given on every occasion to 
moisten the soil from the surface to the 
drainage. Well-established, healthy Vines 


may have diluted liquid-manure on each 
occasion. 

Outside Vine borders. —These must now 
be frequently looked to, otherwise they 
may become very dry, and when least sus¬ 
pected. When necessary to water, ad¬ 
vantage should be taken of the opportu¬ 
nity to afford manure, cither in the shape 
of liquid or in artificial form, unless the 
crop is either ripening or has finished, in 
which case plain water only should bo 
given. As with an inner border when it 
is required, it should be afforded freely. 

Strawberries. —The beds and borders 
must he securely netted either before or as 
soon as the berries begin to show colour, 
otherwise birds will devour them. 
Whether this is to be of a temporary 
nature or a fixture depends entirely on 
labour. When properly fixed, and at such 
a height that the gathering may bo 
effected without removing them, a great 
saving of time, to say nothing about con¬ 
venience, results. In any case, the nets 
must be raised just above the level of the 
foliage, as birds are not deterred by the 
netting, and will if able to do so thrust 
their beaks through the meshes to get at 
the fruit. Late varieties under north 
walls should, if not already done, be 
littered down and netted over before the 
fruits become too far advanced. 

Violets. —These will now require careful 
attention, both to keep the plants growing 
and the leaves falling a prey to led-spider. 
Plenty of moisture at the roots during dry 
weather is very essential, applying water 
either early in the morning or late after¬ 
noon. Frequent syringings with clear 
soot-water in the evening are very benefi¬ 
cial, and soot dusted on the soil at fre¬ 
quent intervals and hoed in proves a good 
stimulant. 

Early-flowering Pelargoniums.— If these 
have been placed in full sun. the wood 
should bo thoroughly ripened and tho 
plants in fit condition for cutting back. 
This should be done forthwith, and tho 
host of the primings made into cuttings 
afterwards and inserted in small 60-sized 
pots. 

Maincrop Potatoes. — The ground 
between the rows should not only be hoed 
to destroy weeds, but forked over lightly 
afterwards, so that it shall he in good 
working order when necessary to earth up 
the Potatoes. 

Early Potatoes. —As soon as lifting be¬ 
comes general and a sufficient area of 
ground has been cleared, plant out Cole- 
worts, Lettuces, or sow Endive, unless the 
ground is required for any special purpose, 
such as late Celery. 

Parsley. —A good sowing should he made 
now to supply plants to stand tho winter. 
Narrow borders by the side of pathways 
form more suitable positions for winter 
Parsley, as they are not only more acces¬ 
sible, but are more convenient for protect¬ 
ing during frosty weather. A good plan 
is to sow a few long drills and to trans¬ 
plant the seedlings 9 inches or 1 footi apart 
to the borders where they are to stand. 
Where fruit-trees are planted on either 
side of the main walks in the kitchen 
garden, any spare ground between or 
around them may also be planted with 
Parsley to afford gatherings during the 
autumn and early part of the winter. In 
addition to its usefulness, Parsley, when so 
employed, is decidedly ornamental. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Outdoor fruit.— Most fruit-trees now 
need frequent attention in regard to pinch¬ 
ing and training the shoots. The growths 
on cordon Pear-trees against walls should 
bo topped when they have made six or 
seven leaves, pincMing them to within 
about four leaves from the main stem or 
spur. The leading growth should be left 
its entire length for the present, but if 
the trees 'have not covered the space 
allotted them any-leading shoots that are 
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growing strongly may be shortened in a 
few weeks. Later, when the uppermost 
buds of the shoots now stopped commence 
to push into growth, these secondary 
shoots should be pinched to one or two 
leaves. By doing this gradually the trees 
receive no serious check. The effect of 
such pinching is to admit sunlight and air 
both to the fruits and shoots. It often 
happens that, from pressure of work and 
other causes, the pinching of cordon trees 
is neglected. The shoots are allowed to 
grow nearly their full length, and later in 
the summer these are cut away, the effect 
being that the presence of so much wood in 
the growing season tends to over-stimulate 
root-action, causing the trees to become 
too vigorous, and later, when they are 
pruned, a severe check is imposed at a 
time when the fruits should be swelling 
freely. Pinching should be commenced as 
soon as the shoots are ready, and the same 
treatment should he followed in regard to 
pyramidal Pear, Apple, and Plum trees, 
modifying the treatment according to the 
habit of flip different varieties. Give fre¬ 
quent attention to the watering of all 
trees bearing crops. Use the hoe freely 
for the double purpose of destroying 
weeds and maintaining a laver of loose 
soil on the surface. Some soils are apt to 
get hard and cracked after watering, but 
this is prevented if the hoe is used fre¬ 
quently. 

Early Strawberries _These look promis¬ 

ing, and the fruits are swelling rapidly. 
It is necessary to protect the berries early 
from the birds by netting suspended from 
a framework made of light materials just 
strong enough to hold the nets. If the 
structure is 4 feet high the fruits can be 
gathered easily and quickly. My plan is 
to run wire netting 4 feet wide around the 
outside of the Strawberry bed, and plarc 
the fish-netting over the beds at this 
height. See that everything is in position 
before the berries begin to colour. If not 
already done, afford a layer of litter 
beneath the plants to keep the fruits clean, 
and if extra fine berries are required thin 
the trusses and support the stalks so that 
the berries may be fully exposed to air and 
sunlight. Should the weather continue 
dry it will be necessary to give a thorough 
watering to early varieties on warm 
borders. Later-fruiting kinds will greatly 
benefit if watered with liquid-manure, 
which will induce them <o continue grow¬ 
ing for a long period. It is advisable to 
make a note of those varieties that suc¬ 
ceed best, and provide fop next year’s stock 
by potting, as soon as they form, a number 
of the runners into 3-inch pots. Plant 
these runners out as soon as well rooted to 
furnish an early supply of fruit next year. 

Winter Greens. — Every opportunity 
should he taken to plant in their permanent 
positions the various kinds of Brassicas 
which will be required for use next winter 
and spring. Though it is not possible in 
many gardens to reserve plots of ground 
for the special reception of winter Greens, 
very much may he done by inter-cropping 
among such subjects as Peas and Broad 
Beans, especially where these have been 
afforded ample loom. Except in entailing 
a little extra care in gathering the pro¬ 
duce, tliese Greens do no harm to the other 
crops, and frequently during hot weather 
the latter afford just sufficient shade to en¬ 
able the green vegetables to start away 
freely. The majority of the Brassica tribe 
much hotter withstands severe weather 
when planted in firm ground, and by re¬ 
moving the first crop at the earliest oppor¬ 
tunity and forking over the surface about 
3 inches deep, little further labour will 
need to be expended on them. Overcrowd¬ 
ing must be guarded against, as plenty of 
room is necessary for the plants to build 
up a solid growth, which will enable them 
to withstand severe weather. Another 
sowing may now lie made of Rosette and 
Hardy Green Ooleworts. These arc both 
excellent varieties, perfectly hardy, and 
frequently furnish a supply of green veget¬ 
ables during mid-winter and very early 
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spring when other kinds ore scarce. 
Plants of 

Celery to form the main crop should he 

f rat into the trenches as soon as they are 
arge enough and before they suffer in the 
least through having exhausted the soil in 
which they are now growing. Water the 
bed before lifting the plants, and be 
careful in lifting them to retain as much 
soil about the roots as possible. In the 
cultivation of Celery the chief require¬ 
ment is a liberal supply of rich and 
thoroughly decomposed manure. In order 
to get the best produce, .Celery should ho 
planted in single rows, as the plants can he 
attended to more easily, and in such con¬ 
ditions they arc not likely to lieeomo 
drawn. Where large quantities are re¬ 
quired and space is limited, two or three 
rows may be placed in each bed, allowing 
a space of 10 inches or 12 inches between 
the plants each way. Celery must never 
be allowed to get dry at tile roots,, as this 
causes a check to growth, and the plants 
are more liable to attack from Celery-fly. 
Frequent dustings of soot when the leaves 
are damp are the best preventive of this 
pest. 

Celeriac does not require a trench, but 
it needs as liberal treatment as Celery. A 
liberal quantity of manure should be dug 
into the ground some time previous to 
planting, and the plants should be put into 
rows 18 inches Spart, allowing a distance 
of 1 foot between the plants in the row. 
During the growing season all side shoots 
should bo removed, and liberal waterings 
afforded during dry weather. Keep Hie 
soil free from weeds by frequent hoeing. 

Late Peas. —The latest sowing of Pens 
was made about the 21st of this month. 
For this sowing trenches are made at least, 
1 foot deep, and a quantity of decomposed 
manure dug into the middle of each trench 
until they are'filled to within 3 inches of 
the ground level. The seeds aro then 
sown, covering them with 3 inches of soil, 
this leaving the ground perfectly level. 
Peas treated in this manner are not likely 
to suffer much from dry weather. When 
the plants have been staked a mulch of 
long manure will he applied, covering the 
whole surface between the rows. I find 
Autocrat one of the best varieties for late 
sowing, and it seldom suffers from mildew. 
A good sowing of 

Chicory has been made in an open situa¬ 
tion. The seeds are sown in drills drawn 
at 15 inches apart and 1 inch deep. When 
the young plants are a few inches high 
they will ho thinned to 8 inches apart and 
the Dutch hoc worked between the rows as 
frequently as possible. As slugs are par¬ 
ticularly fond of young Chicory plants the 
beds should he dusted frequently with hot 
lime, applying this earlv in the morning. 

F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Melons and Cucumbers in pits _Growth 

is rapidly advancing in the case of both 
Melons and Cucumbers in pits. In the 
matter of stopping and training, it is all 
to the good if the necessary work can be 
somewhat anticipated, for growth is rapid, 
and even trifling delay encourages conges¬ 
tion. This in tile case of Melons should 
be avoided, for a free exposure of the shoots 
to tile sun is needful in order to prevent 
canker, or, at least, minimise the possibi¬ 
lity of attack. Canker is a troublesome 
disease, and while it is generally attributed 
to careless watering or to chills,- yet I think 
that if seed lie saved from fruits grown on 
unhealthy plants the resulting progeny is 
sure to be predisposed to canker. A genial 
bottom heat with attention to ventilation, 
combined with careful watering, goes far 
to prevent attacks of canker. During the 
week the last hotbeds have been put into 
the pits, and as soon as the heat is steady 
the plants, now ready, will he put out. 

Ripening Grapes. -As soon as the 
berries begin to colour ventilation must he 
free, a little ail- being left on even during 
the night at the apex of the vinery. If 


the state of the weather will permit, a 
little heat is advisable in the pipes in order 
to maintain that brisk and buoyant atmo¬ 
sphere winch ripens alike fruit and wood. 
'If time allows, a mulch of litter over the 
surface of the border is of service. At 
this time the roots of Vines must not suffer 
from lack of moisture. Probably no two 
men would agree as to what constitutes 
lack of moisture in a Vine border. It is as 
well, therefore, to test the soil, and if any 
doubt in the matter la? felt let the border 
be watered. If the roots do not find the 
moisture they require at the surface, they 
will descend in search of it, and when roots 
once start upon a downward career ensu¬ 
ing crops may be ruined by shanking. 

Peaches _In Peach culture it is abso¬ 

lutely necessary to keep well in advance of 
insects, .and to this end let engine or 
syringe he kept at work morning and after¬ 
noon till the last possible moment. There 
is nothing like plenty of wafer to keep 
aphis and red-spider at bay. Occasionally 
the former may find a lodgment in the ex¬ 
treme tip of a shoot. In that case a pinch 
of Tobacco powder w ill prove an effectual 
cure. No matter how healthy and how 
seemingly vigorous trees may he, the temp¬ 
tation to overcrop ought to be avoided. 
Trees are quickly worn out when too heavy 
crops are annually taken, and even if they 
survive over a number of years they are 
apt to he unhealthy. 

Stove. —Now that propagation has come 
to an end for the time being, the usual re¬ 
arrangement may he attended to. Some 
tilings at this season may quite safely he 
removed to the lower temperature of green¬ 
house or conservatory. Such things, as, 
for example, the Aealyphas, aro benefited 
by the change. Palms, too, such as the 
finer Cocos family, and Aralias, will he 
equally satisfactory for a month or two in 
the cooler house. Owing to an oversight, 
a propagating case in this house was dur¬ 
ing the week left unopened throughout a 
very sunny day, with the result that the 
inmates—chiefly voung winter-flowering 
Begonias and seedling Coleuses—perished 
to the last plant. It is of no use crying 
over spilt milk, and a fresh batch of cut¬ 
tings was immediately put in. Fires may 
now be dispensed with, not only to save 
fuel, but in order to benefit the plants, 
some of which, between the bottom heat 
of the pipes and the heat of the sun, cannot 
be quite happy. At the same time it is 
advisable to lay the’ fire in readiness for 
lighting in the event of a cold night or of a 
wet and sunless day. 

Ferns under glass now appreciate, shad¬ 
ing, which, however, ought not to be over¬ 
done. Such things as Pterises may quite 
safely go into cold-frames, the glass of 
which may lie lightly whitewashed over. 
Regular watering, a moist atmosphere, 
and occasional applications of liquid or of 
chemical manure well diluted go far to¬ 
wards maintaining Ferns in good health. 

The woodland. —It has been found pos¬ 
sible to give the walks their* first—which 
will probably also lie their final—cleaning 
lor the season. Apart altogether from 
the wealth of flowering shrubs, the plants 
naturalised, and in large quantities, are 
very attractive just at this time.. There 
arc myriads of wood Hyacinths of different 
colours, and patches of Raxifraga granulata 
and of llie Doronicums show up in con¬ 
trast,. Large colonies of Forget-me-nots 
are also very free, and in such a situation 
very enduring. The Poet ’s Narciss is just 
opening. This in the garden is quite over. 
The flowers on 

Apple-trees during the past week have 
opened in quite a remarkable way. 
Rarely lias there, been such a wealth of 
blossom, arid, given a continuance of the 
present weather, a good set ought to he 
assured. Tf there are suspicions as to the 
presence of the codlin-moth the trees ought 
to he sprayed ns soon as the petals fall, 
even if something else has to stand tem¬ 
porarily. Perhaps the cheapest tliiiig for 
this purpose is wha^jis known as “London 
purple." lmt there'are many advertised 
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and non-poisonous substances which are 
yet quite strong enough to dispose of 
maggots. 

Wall trees having set their fruits are 
being thoroughly watered as time permits. 

Vegetable garden _Thin all crops with¬ 

out delay as they become ready. Slugs 
are sometimes severe on Beet, but, if care¬ 
fully done, blanks can be made good by 
transplanting. Some of the best roots I 
ever had were obtained in this way. If a 
dry period sets in Lettuces will require 
careful handling. Occasionally, it pays to 
open out a shallow trench, fill it with 
rotted manure, and, after the soil is re¬ 
turned, sow the seeds. The coolness of 
the manure is of great service to the roots. 
Transplanting may yet-be done, but it is 
preferable to sow the seeds in their stations 
and to thin to the required distance. 
Henderson’s New' York and Early Ohio are 
long-enduiing sorts for present sowing. 
Do not plant Autumn Giant Cauliflowers in 
soil which has been heavily manured, as in 
such, growth will be gross, and the heads 
too large for dining-room use. By the 
time these notes appear. Endive may be 
sown. If sown earlier, bolting may be anti¬ 
cipated. Continue to make successional 
sowings of French Beans and of anything 
else which is likely to be in request. Push 
on the forking up between and moulding 
up of Potatoes. Sow more Turnips, and 
thin those already sown. Celery may be 
got out without delay, but it is better to 
wpit for damp weather if the plants can 
safely' be kept until a wet day arrives. 
This, of course, refers to the earlier lot. 
Mainerop and late plantings may wait yet 
awhile. W. McGuPFOO. 

Balmac Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


BEES. 

TAKING SWARMS. 

“ T. C.’s ” notes on the above in your issue 
of .Tune 9th (p. 317) were well-timed, for 
swarms were coming off then fairly freely. 
The notes were rather incomplete, and 
therefore likely to be misunderstood, be¬ 
sides* being crude, or, as it is usually 
called, old-fashioned. For Instance, in¬ 
stead of “a few handfuls of water 
splashed upwards among the bees,” I would 
suggest splashing it downwards upon the 
cluster. The idea obviously is to repre¬ 
sent rain, which always drives bees home. 
A quicker and more effective way, how¬ 
ever,-is to give a gentle dose or two of 
water from a garden syringe Into the air, 
for the water to fall upon the cluster. 
The use of the syringe is very efficacious 
in causing a flying swarm to settle, and is 
worth remembering. 

Further, “ T. C.” would lose very many 
bees from the swarm by covering the re¬ 
ceiving skep rapidly with a clean sheet and 
carrying it to its permanent position. The 
better plan is, after jerking or brushing 
the swarm into the skep. to gently invert 
the. skep on to a board close by, which I 
usually place on a sheet, one side of the 
skep being raised with a small stone or 
something. Thus you secure the bees 
which take wing on shaking the swarm, 
and also those errant ones which had not 
settled. Cover the skep with a sheet or 
leafy branch if the sun be very hot. leaving 
the entrance open, of course. Towards 
evening transfer the skep and bon id bodily 
to its prepared place, or to the wooden 
hive, at the mouth of which the swarm is 
to be thrown at once. Swarms take to 
i:eiv homes at once and waste no time in 
setting to work. In any case, which 
” T. C.” did not make clear, the skepful of 
bees should always be carried mouth down¬ 
wards. because bees creep upwards and 
iiaug from tlio top. It is best to carry the 
■skep with Its board beneath It. 

Lastly, " T. C.” omitted to say how 
honey was taken from the skep hive. This 
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any bee-keeper can do by “driving” the 
bees and then cutting away the honey¬ 
comb from the brood-comb. The im¬ 
pression to be gathered from “ T. C.’s” 
notes is that the honey was taken from a 
hundred hives during the season, leaving 
the bees in the different skeps as the bees 
are left In their bar-frame hives. 

I should like to add that judicious and 
moderate smoking of bees never angers 
them. It frightens them only. It is 
clumsy and rough handling of them or do¬ 
ing so in unsuitable weather, which makes 
bees bad-temjiered. B. R. H. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

FI.ANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Rose leaves curling {Mrs. Pemberton ).— 
The cause of the leaves curling is due, in 
the case of those you send us, to either 
cold winds or dryness at the roots. AVe 
should advise you to give the plants a good 
soaking of water at the roots and mulch 
with some half-decayed manure. Do all iu 
your power to get a new and robust growth 
on the plants, and we think that the 
trouble will very soon disappear. 

Limnanthes Douglasi (J. G. L .).—This 
is the name of the plant flowers of which 
you send. It is a showy, hardy annual 
growing about 6 inches high. Its flowers, 
which, are white and yellow, are freely pro¬ 
duced for a long time in succession. The 
seed may be sown in autumn or in March 
in ail}' free garden soil, and if the plants 
he well thinned out, good results will 
follow. There is a white-flowered form 
named L. Douglasi alba, which is well 
worth growing. 

Pansies failing (Viola ).—When Pansies 
have been exhausted by blooming, as they 
frequently are, the best treatment—in¬ 
deed, the only way to renew their vigour 
and obtain good plants again—is to remove 
all the flowers from the plants. Give them 
a rich surface-dressing of decayed manure, 
mixed with a little fine loam, and if leaf- 
mould can be added it is excellent. Peg 
the growths down into this, and they will 
start off again and flower freely. 

VEGETABLES. 

Sulphate of ammonia for Potatoes (F. A. 

Graham ).—If you can procure one of the 
advertised Potato manures, do so by all 
means, and apply it according to the direc¬ 
tions given. The last dressing of sulphate 
of ammonia can be applied just before 
earthing up takes place. On poor ground 
it may be applied again in from three weeks 


to four weeks, strewing it on the sides of 
the ridges, and, if necessary, again after a 
lapse of a similar period. 


NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants,— S. J. B. Prior.— 1, 
Diervilla (Weigela) japonica Eva ltathke; 
2, Staphylea colchica; 3, Sambucus race- 
mosa Iacmiata; 4, Polemoniiim eoeruleum 
album; 5, Spirsea sp.— —Fernside. —1, 
Saxifraga Cotyledon; 2, Thymus lanngi- 

nosus.- B. —1, The Bird Cherry (Prunus 

Padus); 2, Ribes aureufn;-3, Diervilla 
japonica (syn. Weigela rosea) ; 4, Staphylea 

colchica.- H. J. —1, Viburnum Lan- 

tana; 2, Amelanehier canadensis; 3, Loni- 

cera tatarica.- P. F. T. —1, The Rowan 

Pyrus Aucuparia; 2, Guelder Rose (Vibur¬ 
num Opulus); 3, Single Rocket (Hesperis 

matronalis) ; 4, Nepeta Mussini.- J. 8. 

—1, Limnanthes Douglasi; 2, Ranunculus 
acris fl.-pl. ; 3, Centaurea montana rubra. 

- B. —1, Lonicera tatarica; 2, Eulalia 

japonica variegata; 3, Ophiopogon Jaburan 
variegatum; 4, Helianthemum vulgare 

var.- F. H. —1, Funkia ovata ; 2, Cen¬ 

taurea montana alba; 3, Mertensia vir- 

ginica ; 4, Polemonium eoeruleum.- J .— 

1, Saxifraga grnnulata fl.-pl.; 2, Aubrietia 
violacea; 3, Epimedium alpinum; 4, Trol- 

lius europseus.- F. —1, Cheiranthus 

alpinus; 2, Veronica repens; 3, Sidalcea 

Candida; 4, Geum montanum.- J. J .— 

1, The Soft Shield Fern (Polystichum angu- 
lare proliferum); 2, Thalictrum, cannot 
say which without flowers; 3, Scolopen- 
drium, please send a fruiting frond; 4, 

Helxine Solieroli.- Oak Nangen .—AA’e 

cannot undertake to name Roses or any 

florists’ flowers.- G. F. Ashton. —-1, Good 

King Henry, also known as Mercury 
(Chenopodium Bonus Henricus) ; 2, Clay- 

tonia perfoliata.- H. II. Glasgow. —1, 

Cheiranthus Harpur Crewe; 2, Cheiran- 
thus mutabilis ■ 3, Berberis, probablv Dar- 
wini, send in flower; 4, Specimen insuffi¬ 
cient ; 5, Saxifraga hypnoides elegans; 0, 
Potentilla alba. You unduly tax our time 
by your method of numbering the speci¬ 
mens. . All specimens should be so 
numbered that they are seen at a glance 
without having to untie and unfold each 
one. _ 


Trials of Beets and Lettuces.— The 

Royal Horticultural Society is about to 
carry out a trial of Beets for late summer 
sowing and Lettuces for autumn sowing. 
One packet of each variety for trial should 
reach the Director, R.H.S. Gardens, 
AVisley, Ripley, Surrey (from whom the 
necessary entry forms may be obtained), 
on or before June 30th, 1917. 



Greenhouses, Rustic Houses, 
Portable Buildings, Poultry 


Houses, etc. 


Portable Buildings. 

WHAT 


INDESTRUCTIBLE. 
ECONOMICAL. FIRE RESISTING. 
EVERLASTING. 

STORM AND WEATHER PROOF. 
INSULATES HEAT AND COLD. 

ACID AND ROT PROOF. 
EASILY AND QUICKLY FIXED. 
HARDENS AND STRENGTHENS 
WITH TIME. 

NO PAINTING REQUIRED OR 
REPAIRS. 



Portable Cottages. 

IS “WILCOOROID”? 


“ Wilcooroid ” is a covering for every description of Portable Building. It Is Of British Manufacture* and com 
posed of the highest grade Asbestos. Fibre, and Portland Cement. The exclusively mineral composition and well known 
qualities of the components impart to “ Wilcooroid ” an absolute power of resistance to weather and atmospheric agencies. 
“ VVileooroid " is not affected by Sea Water, Acid, Fumes, Heat, or Cold. Exposed to the action of atmospheric, influence, 
" Wilcooroid" hardens rapidly and becomes absolutely impervious. It insulates heat and.cold better than any other 
material, and has stood the test for years. “Wilcooroid" is specially recommended by Fire Insurance Companies for 
Bungalows and all kinds of Portable Buildings. 

SEND FOR SAMPLE AND LIST FREE. 

V 743, OLD KENT ROAD, 
LONDON, S.E. 15. 

UNI VERS ILLINOIS AT 


W. COOPER, 


URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


UIQltl 
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Horse 
Shoe” 
Boilers 

FOR ECONOMY 


FOREMOHT TOR 

30 Yean*. 


LIST 82x Of 
Comploto Appa¬ 
ratus post freei 

C. P. Kinnell 5 Co. 

Ltd, • 

05, Southwark St., 
LONDON. 8.E. 1. 



FREE 


DAVIES for BAMBOO. 

From TwIrb to Yacht Masts. 
GARDEN CANES. 3ft . 2 6 ; Ift . 3 3, 3 6, 4 - ; 

♦ill . 9 - . 7ft . 10 All per 1»F» 

Taperim? Bamboos, 'if long, 12 «; 10ft. lone, 

per 100. PRICE LIST Flt.EE. 

A. E. DAVIES & C0., 16 ^ c D r 5 t Nt c ^ d *’ 


NON-POISONOTJS. 


KEEP YOUR PATHS CLEAN 

WITH 

McDOUGALLS 

WEED KILLER. 

WRITE FOR PRICES AMO NAME 
OF LOCAL OEALER TO 

McDougsl! Bets. Ltd.. Port St. Winchester 



M9 DOUGALL BROS LT D PORT ST MANCHESTER. 


The FOOD PROBLEM 
GROWMUSHROOMS 


r ] 1 HK H NGI FOOD CO S VIVO SPAWN SYSTEM 
enable* you to grow Mushrooms of quality, pink and 
white, breakfast nip inp m/» . all the year round Without 
manure and without previous knowledge, in Imu's, ixiin, 
luins, in collar*. allies, nhodf*. up ire room*. hi the open 
spare i-omcr* on allotment*—anywhere ; darkne** not rshen- 
tial; eoM v. ry trifling and very III l ie attention required. 

MUSHROOMS are a food of gro ii value, but they niiut 
Iw culllvalwl from pure spawn -not the maggot y sort time 
grow wild iu fields, whieii are often very pouionmis 

ASSURE YOURSELF AN INCOME 
by eelling your easily grown i ropa at front 16 to 3 6 per lb. 

Full particulars upon receipt of a 
stamped addressed envelope to — 
THE FUNGI FOOD CO. 
(Hux'J). 

20, The Bar, Baverloy, V0RKS. 


GLASS.. 


8peclal Prices for Cash with Order ii| Hull. 
CLASS. 4/2 1 ox. 


Iloxox, 100 200 Boxes, ino 300 

*q ft *n ft. sq. ft. sq ft 

8*6m. .. 26 6 45- 1 12.11.15.16.18. \ Ati L 

9x7.ii 29- 47 (i X«I.2I % I2i*i i 10 ’ 08 * 

10 x Sin. . 32 G 50- 16 * W. 18. 30 x’V 
12.13.14.15x8in 35- 61- ic ,2'on n , ii 43- 70 G 

ll,12,13,14x91 n 3i6 62 3 V 14,7.-* I 

12. 13, 14 « 10in 37 6 64 - 30.2? 21 x ir.in i 

13 x llin 38 6 65 6 19. 20. 32. 24 * 41 

16,18.20xlOin. I -1 Rft jfi,,, /* 

16 . 18 . 20 x 11111 J* 5 68 “ 20,32.21 x 18ni 43- 77- 


73 6 


■ 11 *• jowt • 7 f 


iewt. 


DIAMONDS. 7 6 and 10 6 eaoh. 

GLASS CUTTERS, 6-wheel, 1 6 inch 

BEST MIXED PAINTS. 7-lb, levertin*. White. 

10 8 atone; ordinary colours, ^ . |wjr atone 

X". A T. ROSS. 
^—BURTON ST.. HULL. Eetab. 1343 


MANY YEARS RFPUTATION. 

EUREKA 

LASTING RESULTS - NO NEW EXPERIMENT 


LABOUR SAVERS."eureka" lawn : 

Soilfume Nicotine, insecticides Fume 

SPRAYS. AND OTHER CHEMICALS A SUNDRIES. 
See List Please ask your agent row the e 
articles - They are always satisfactory I 

DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING WE SEND DIRECT, CARRIAGE F*lD 


SnlyAMressTOMLINSON&HAYWARO L T » LINCOLN. 


SAND. \ 
UMERS. 

JNORIES. 

ie Eureka J 
t. If any \ 


THE CREAT POTATO SPRAY. 

LAND SPRAYAL. 

Will crown Tour labour with success. Finest remedy for 
Potato and Tomato blight., xutl*lew, fungi, caterpillar*, and 
diifa*e* of all other crop*. One packet make* gallon*. 
Price, corrmgc paid, is 2d., or 12 a. p**r dozen 

STEEL HAND PLOUCH & TRENCH HOE. 

Mon* useful every day with growing crops. Many r«,«at 
orders, iwlndim; Kujal Kew iJardens. 3s., carriage paid. 
Tools of all variety Good line in Hose Pipes. 

LAND TOOL CO.. 

18. Allsop St., Upper Baker St., N.W. 1. 


First inveitf L *d and First 


ever since. 


BEWARE OF IMITATIONS 

The "PERFECT" 

WEED KILLER 

PltJCT.: 4 Tins, to nuke 100 nulls, of Liquid, 9 h , carr. 
i-.ud. also in Liquid, all sired Package*. 4 (tail* .to make 
1UU Galls., lb., carr. paid. Price* reduced for quantity. 
Sole Makers - 

MARK SMITH, Ltd., Louth 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


GARDEN N ETS.-i!.7„, 

square mesh Nets bound with cords, guaranteed cover 
measured length and width 4fcd sq. yanl, any length, width 
I supplied ; selected weather proof stout 1 inch square mesh 
Nets, bound with cords, any size. 3.1. soiiaru yard; ditto 
1 medium, 2 Jd square yard, a* supplied to Royal Gardens 
"V.r 31 years I am the largest Hand Braided Nut Maker 
in the United kingdom; also Maker of Tennis Net* Rick 
Covers. Greenhouse Shading, etc. Good*promptly 
, dispatched by passenger train, curn.tgu paid, on receipt of 
order, und »ati«faction guaran teed: sample* posted n», 
application. W. OLIVER ALLEN, Garden Net 
Work*, Porthleven, Cornwall. Established 100 years. 

THE APPLE in ORCHARD and GARDEN. 

—Containing full account of it* culture, with special 
chapter on Apple Cookery Price 6d. ; t»y post, 8d. — 
1’UilLlHHKlt, 63. Lincolns Inn Fields, London, W.O. 2. 


Sale of Surplus Stock. 

Wc still hold certain small stock* of 

CARDEN SEATS, CARDEN ENCINES & PUMPS, 
also CARDEN ROLLERS, WATER CARTS, 
CARDEN ARCHES, and HAND LICHTS 

wln. li wc .hall hi* jili-ascil to dour nt .pccial prititut, subject 
lo belli, Ilns.iM I’art k-utisrs on II[ipli.'.Uon 

BOULTON & PAUL, Ltd., ROSE LANE WORKS, 
NORWICH. 

Advertisement Rates. 

Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


Lin© Advertisements. -Single insertions, 9<1. pep 
line, minimum three Iiiich laboul twenty words till the firs*, 
three lines, and nine word* each additional line). Front 
page, if guaranteed. 1* per line No reduction for series 

Terms for Display Advertisements. 10a. psr 

inch (reduction for aerie*). 

Advertiser* not having a regular account at the ofll •.-» 
must accompany their order* with remittance. Order* au 1 
advertisement copy should be addressed — 

MANAGER, 

63, LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS, LONDON, W.C. 2. 



LION CYCLES, £6 6s. Od. Cash, 

or 15/- with order and monthly payments. 

Signed Guarantee for all time. 

Packed in crate free anil carriage paid 


If you arc interested in this week’s 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three months, 2/6 ; six 
months, 5/-; twelve months, 10/-; for Abroad, 12/-. Annual subscribers 
will receive the years complete Index to the volume free of charge. 


i «> ituu in crate iree anil carriage paid. 

u,..i-..i.i..... _n,„n?/"- 1 M.'Yi’V“mp To Publisher or Newsagent :- 

■lA o.erjihtUk- in.jii.Jril ('nrrioun you CAN 

Please deliver “ Gardening Illustrated ” weekly for which l 

I enclose _ 

1 

Name 


and everything inriimeci. Carriage paid. YOU ( 
RIDK AND TEST THE MACH INK FOB 10 DAYS. 

DO Nor APPROVE I PAY ALL CARRIAGE. I 
have thouiaii'l* of testimonial*. Write to-day for copies 
and Catalogue, with illu.itrationn and full specification - 

george hkathon. ltd, -lion cycle 1 ' works, 

*■» MOSELEY STBKK.T, BIRMINGHAM 

"D EDDY tt SONS, Torlevcn Works, Portli- 

— The ,ar «^t manufacturer* of 
CAHDLN NLTTINt. in the kingdom. New stout and 
•penally strong square mesh Netting, balf Inch und one 
Inch mesh, at 4d per snuare yard; light new Rquare mesh, 
suitable for Strawberry bed*, at. 3d. per square yard These 
Net* are bound all round with stout cord, and cover (heir 
rneoAUrod length and width. Any length nr width supplied 
Be pa j red Netting* in all size* in slock. State your require- 
,oweat Also maker* of 

TENNIS NfcTIINGS. RICK COVERS. GREENHOUSE 

shadings, wasp Nettings, packing and 

TARRED TWINES of all kinds. All Good* wot by 
PASSENGER train Carriage Paid on receipt of order. 
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ROSE CLIMBING CRAMOISIE. 

My favourite Rose is in flower rambling 
over a tall Holly, neither tree nor Rose ever 
touched by the pruner. It is one of a 
number of own root plants scattered about 
some years ago at the foot of Hollies and 
Laurels true (not the evergreen Cherry 
Laurel) in the hope of their thriving. 
Some have survived, and the effect of 
colour is among the beet given us by the 
noblest Roses, wild or garden. The soil is 
stiff and cold, and about the roots only 
trailing Briars and weeds. 

It Is hopeless to get a like result unless 
we get the climbing variety on its natural 
roots. Simple as that way is, one cannot 
get plants of it in the ordinary Rose 
nursery bound up in the stereotyped 
routine of murdering the China Rose on 
the Dog Briar, which soon kills the Rose, 
having first prevented any healthy growth 
of the Rose. As in many parts every 
hedgerow is full of Dog Briars, there is no 
need to stock our gardens with them. In 
these busy days the Briar coming up 
among all the bought garden Roses is a 
l>erpetual nuisance. I forget who raised 
this queen of China Roses so far as we 
know them, bui he deserves a monument, 
and the best is good plants of the Rose. 
As our Essex and other great Rose growers 
are deaf to all who ask for this Rose in 
the right way, I go to T. Smith, of Newry, 
from whom I got my plants. For those 
who already have the kind, increase is 
easy from cuttings of the firm, half-ripened 
shoots about 10 inches long put into the 
open ground in September. vv. 

NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

The white Anchusa. — Messrs. Terry 
send us a white form of the Dropmore 
Anchusa, very interesting to try for its 
effect among the blue forms of this now 
much-grown plant.—W. 

From Glasnevln. — We are having a 
splendid spring; all crops very promising, 
vegetables first-rate, and good promise of 
fruit. Flowering trees and shrubs have 
been better than usual, hut did not last 
long in flower. Do you happen to know 
of a Lilac sold by Ixunoine in the nineties 
as S. vulgaris niaerostaehya? I do not 
think it is a vulgaris form, probably a 
hybrid, but one of the most charming of 
all the Lilacs, large, loose [KiDicles of soft 
pink. —F. W. Moore. 

Zauschncria californica. — This plant 
survived last winter without any protec¬ 
tion, and lias never looked so well as it 
does to-day. For years it has been care¬ 
fully nursed through the winter, with no 
response. It lias sulked, and neither in¬ 
creased nor flowered. Now, however, in 
response to neglect begotten of lost inter¬ 
est, it has sent up several fresh shoots at 
some distance from the old root and pro¬ 
mises to flower well.— A. T. Johnson, 
A'. Wain. 

Aubrietia on wall.—I enclose you two 
photos of the old-fashioned mauve 
Aubrietia growing freely upon an old 
garden wall. They seeded there years ago, 
but this spring have been iiarticularly 
lieautiful, in spite of long and hard frosts. 
The plants hang down in clusters from a 
tiny root between the stones in the wall, 
and in oik* lmrt wherp-sjirrounded t*y Ivy 
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the effect was lovely. The plants are on 
a wall with a Tear-tree.— South of 
Ireland. 

[Many thanks for photos, which, we are 
sorry to say, are not clear enough and 
impossible of reproduction.—E d.] 

Roses and rigmaroles. — How nice it 
would be if those who raise and baptise 
Roses had a trace of poetry in their blood 
so as to keep them off ugly names. Some 
of the French names are bad, but such a 
name as Mrs. Elisha J. Hicks will run 
them hard. As all Roses of the garden 
are hybrids simple names of one word are 
usually the best, and the names of ladies 
in our own and other tongues give a large 
choice. Four or live words, like Grand- 
duchess Pieeolomlni de Quelque Chose, are 
absurd. Think of the gardeners trying to 
get their tongues round such needless 
words.—W. 

The New Zealand Veronicas. — In an 

interesting note Mr. W. D. Robinson- 
Douglas, of Orehardton, Cnstle-Douglns, 
Kirkcudbrightshire, speaks of the condi¬ 
tion of the New Zealand Veronicas after 
the winter. Like myself, he has to record 
what may be called the eccentricities of 
the season, ns many plants considered 
hardy have died and doubtful ones have 
survived. He says that while in some 
places shrubby Veronicas have perished, 
they have not suffered much at Orchard- 
ton. Here the losses among these plants 
have been small, the greatest sufferer 
having been V. edinensis, a nice hybrid 
raised by the late Mr. Robert Lindsay, of 
Edinburgh. V. saliooruioides, V. Hectori, 

V. pinguifolia, V. Lindsay), and others 
have survived.—S. Arnott. 

Grape Hyacinths.— Few spring-blooming 
bulbs can surpass these, especially when 
seen in a big mass. Early in May I saw in 
a garden at Camberley in the front of a 
bed of Ghent Azaleas a big mass in full 
bloom associated with Narcissus Queen of 
Spain. On the other side was a big mass 
of double white Arabis. I have seen these 
in this i>ositioii for six or eight years, and 
each spring they appear to me to l>e more 
beautiful. This type of gardening is by 
no means expensive, while the labour is 
very little. This Hyacinth thrives In our 
light, sandy soil. The same may he said 
of the Glory of the Snow (Chionodoxa). 
In heavy soils I have found this Grni>e 
Hyacinth hard to grow, and had to provide 
a larder of good soil, such as old [lotting 
soil, etc.—t'., Surrey. 

The hardiness of Dahlias.— I refer again 
to this subject in view of the severe frosts 
of the past winter and spring. About 
seven years ago half-u-dozen rooks of the 
I* :oony-doweie<l Sony, de Gustave Duzon 
were put out at the back of a hardy plant 
border. They have been left undisturbed 
and have annually reap[>eared, grown 
luxuriantly, and bloomed exceptionally 
well. In view of the past winter's record 
it was hardly expected that they would 
survive, hut they have done so. Now 
(June tith) they are almost a foot, in 
height, while others planted in May In a 
dormant state are only a few Inches above 
the ground. This would lead one to the 
conclusion that when well established and 
planted in a warm border, as is the case 
with those under notice. Dahlias nre 
hardier than is popularly supposed.— 

W. McG., Bolmae. 
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Geranium lowei.— In 1003 Air. Bowles 
gave me Geranium Lowei, about 15 inches 
high, like, a gigantic Herb Robert. This 
was quite hardy for some years, and 
seeded itself freely. Several plants were 
protected at the roots Last winter with a 
coating of cinders, but are apparently 
dead. I have no doubt it is liest to let 
these Geraniums seed themselves rather 
than to collect the seed. I should be glad 
to have the experience of other gardeners. 
—E. Charles Buxton, Coed Dene, 
Bett wx-y-Coeci. 

Rhododendrons in woodland shade.— 

My hushes of these have flowered freely 
this year, hut in others in the full sun the 
lovely bloom is short-lived. In a wood a 
few bushes look quite fresh and tell one 
we might well plant in the shade. In that 
case and in all cases the plants should be 
on their natural roots from layers or seed, 
otherwise we shall have another lot of the 
Fontic kind of which the land is too full 
already. As to seedlings, often excellent 
for the purpose, one might select n set of 
good colours in nurseries where seedlings 
are raised periodically. The soil in wood¬ 
land is often the best one could desire for 
the hardy Rhododendrons, the great enemy 
being the practice of grafting on the Pontic 
kind.—YV. 

Phlox suffruticosa.— I am pleased to see 
Mr. Cornhill (page 307) speaking in favour 
of the Phloxes of the suffruticosa section. 
I fear they are not so widely cultivated ns 
they were at one time in the north. Many 
of the best varieties originated in Scot¬ 
land, where at one time they were greater 
favourites than now. I believe their de¬ 
cline in public favour was due to the fact 
that they are over before the autumn 
flower shows. They make capital border 
plants and stand the northern winters as 
well as the deeussata varieties. There nre 
some lovely whites, such as Lady Napier, 
Miss Robertson, and Snowflake. Ilarri- 
soni and Mrs. Taylor are white tinged 
with pink. Rosy Gem (crimson shaded 
with rosy-lilac) is beautiful. Mrs. Miller 
(rosy-lilac) and Ciceron (dark lilac) are 
both nice varieties.—S. A. 

Fine Oriental Poppies.— These, from Mr. 
Perry's hardy plant farm at Enfield, are 
superb in colour, but had travellers. 
Growing some in Grass I have a fair idea 
of their splendid colour value. We mowed 
a meadow yesterday (June 15th) which 
had a bold group of Oriental Poppies in 
it, the effect of which often reflected in 
the near water all admired. The odd 
tiling is the plants do not suffer a bit by 
being mown over. Some we have in rough 
Grass not mown, and that is the best way 
to use the plants. In the garden they are 
in the gardener's way after their flower¬ 
ing time is past, but the finest of ail mid¬ 
summer colours may well be seen in any 
rough place qmong Grass or weeds. For 
this purpose the taller forms arc good. 
Mr. Perry has raised several dwarf, 
miniature forms of much value, and all 
would do in the Grass, though when new 
they may get a home in the flower garden 
or mixed border. 

Double-flowered white Lilacs.— On June 
5th an Award of Merit was given by the 
Floral Committee of the Royal Horticul¬ 
tural Society to Lilac .Miss Ellen Will- 
mot t. in every way a desirable variety, 
the plant being of free growth, while the 
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Individual flowers are large, of good 
eliape, and borne In huge clusters. The 
white, too. is good and clear. This variety 
cannot be regarded as a novelty, for it was 
sent out by the raiser, M. Lemoine, of 
Nancy, in 1903. The first of these double 
white varieties of M. Lemoine's raising 
was Mine. Lemoine, which until the ad¬ 
vent of Miss Ellen Willmott was the best. 

It forms a very handsome tree, ns a speci¬ 
men near where I am writing this proves. 
For forcing, Mme. Lemoine is particularly 
suited, and large numbers are treated in 
this way. Another desirable kind for this 
treatment is Mme. Casimir Perrier, whose 
blossoms are, in the open, of not quite so 
clear a tint as those of the two previously 
mentioned.—IV. T. 

Tulips In Grass. —I wonder how many of 
the wild kinds of Tulip will be happy in 
our Grass fields. One would not look for 
the hybrids of finely-bred florists' sorts to 
endure any such captivity. I have now a 
good effect in a meadow near the house 
and in view of it which is soon to be mown 
for hay, and there T. macrospeiia grows 
and puts up with the mowing twice a year. 
In many places there are bits of Grass not 
worth mowing or only mown late in 
summer, and on such spots one should 
begin. The great world of Tulips in a wild 
state in many northern meadows should 
offer us a chance of finding a brilliant kind 
that might be as happy in our fields. So 
far as one sees now the Tulip thrives best 
in a free, open soil.—W. 

Meconopsls cambrica. — of Meconopsis 
cambriea (the Welsh Poppy) I heard it 
said the other day that it is “an all-per¬ 
vading weed ’’ in a garden where it has 
been allowed to seed. It is too true in 
gardens where seedlings of all kinds np- 
penr by the thousand, but in some places 
it does not sow itself so freely as all that. 
It is, however, difficult to keep within 
bounds, and ought not to be imported into 
a good border or rock garden. In wild and 
semi-wild places the case is different. I 
know of a really pretty effect produced by 
it in a shady border under trees, where 
only a gleam or two of sunshine can find 
admission. There the Welsh Poppy flowers 
freely, and, as there are hundreds of 
plants, the effect is good, especially when 
tile sunshine filtering through the foliage 
above lightens still further the yellow 
flowers. The orange-coloured variety was 
a favourite of the late Kev. C. Wolley- 
Dod, but it is not at all common and does 
not come absolutely true from seeds.— 
S. A. 

The Soldanellas. — Soldanella alpinn is 
another plant characteristic of the turfy 
Alps, where, as soon as the snow has 
thinned sufficiently, its beautifully fringed, 
lilac bells rise up often through the snow, 
and in some places mingled with Crocus 
vermis spring up through the recently un¬ 
covered and still brown and sodden turf 
in such thousands as to spread a film of 
colour as far as the eye can reach. 
Soldanella alpina, I regret to say, is one 
of those plants that soon misses its friends 
in this lowland garden, and there lan¬ 
guishes and dies, and I have liaised to 
collect and condemn it to such a sad fate. 
On ttic other hand, l collect all the more 
assiduously the handsome evergreen tufts 
of the larger species. S. montaua, when¬ 
ever I am lucky enough to meet with them, 
for with care, which means liberal top- 
dressings and an ever-ready eye and hat¬ 
pin for greedy slugs, it will not only live, 
but thrive and flower In any half-shaded 
place. This seems to make it a much more 
robust and obliging plant in gardens. In 
spite of these good qualities the true S. 
montana is seldom offered for sale,—E. A. 
Bowles in The Garden. 
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Exochordas.—I have read with interest 
in the issue of Gardening for June ltith 
(p. 326) the notes of “ K. R. W.” on “ The 
Exochordas,” and, while I agree with the 
views expressed regarding these handsome 
shrubs, they have, in my experience, a 
serious defect, in that they are such shy 
bloomers. I refer particularly to Exor- 
eliorda grandiflora and E. Alberti. I find 
them free; in fact, luxuriant growers, hut 
I get little, if any, bloom. If you or any 
of your readers can explain my experience 
and tell me whether it is exceptional or 
not I shall be greatly obliged.—H olmes- 
trowe. 

Grafting Tree Pmonies.— Mr. McGuffog is 
quite right as to this being a stupid prac¬ 
tice. I have tiiis letter from a soldier in 
Norfolk :— 

“At a farmhouse in Sheringhnm 
Park I saw a magnificent Tree I’a'ony, 
the old pink one. It was 6 feet high 
and more through, and was carrying 
not far short of 100 massive blooms. It 
w-as a fine sight. I was in the ranks at 
the time, so could not. go and inspect it 
at close quarters, much ns 1 would have 
liked to.” 

This was probably one of the plants 
brought over on their natural roots and 
before the goose propagator had the 
fatuous idea of grafting a lovely shrub on 
the tuber of a herbaceous kind.—IV. 

Improved varieties of the Siberian Iris. 
—Evidently this Iris, of vast distribution 
in its natural habitats, varies much, and 
some good kinds are coming into gardens. 
They are graceful plants for the water¬ 
side, very hardy and needing no care be¬ 
yond right placing. Mr. Perry, of the 
Plant Farm, Enfield, sends us a series of 
these, hut Irises do not travel well and 
should be fairly judged only where grow¬ 
ing. Among them Perry’s Blue. Ednh 
Perry, Lady French, and S'Tr Dougins 
Haig are ail good kinds. As easily grown 
as any native waterside plants, they give 
welcome effects ill early summer days. 

"The Creeping Rosemary is, I suppose, 
Rosmarinus prostratus, which I took to 
lie much hardier than it is. I thought it 
would lie as enduring as tlie common 
Rosemary, and put it on a mound in an 
exiKjsed position. It is killed, root a\id 
branch, and must therefore be classed 
among the tilings of which a hard winter 
takes heavy toll.”—.1. Corniiji.l. 

-My experience of the Creeping 

Rosemary is quite in accord with that 
of Mr. Cornliill (page 307). It has passed 
through some winters, hut at the most two 
or three years may lie reckoned as its 
allotted span in our climate. This is a 
pity, as it is a charming little plant for 
the rock garden, and would have filled a 
place difficult to occupy as well liy any 
other plant. With us, however, the com¬ 
mon Rosemary perishes iii winter in many 
gardens, though it survives longer than R. 
prostratus.—S. Aknott. 

[77ic Latin term is needless ; the Gaulish 
name good. It is a southern form of the 
Hoxemarg—a hush, tiring over a great 
area, and varging from seed. This mag 
he a hiI more lender, hut it is a giant t 
cannot he without. as it is so good to grace 
a low, dig wall or a poor sandy hank. It 
roots freely. —W.] 

Geranium anemonaefolium. — In 1S97 I 
saw n Geranium in a garden at the foot of 
Snowdon, which I was told was G. 
anemonrefolium, about 2 feet high with 
bright magenta (lowers. There were many 
self-sown seedlings. I planted some on a 
very dry slope facing south, where they 
flourished for a good many years. When 
this slope was more or less cultivated the 


Geranium died out. Since then I have 
tried it in several different positions, but 
it lias not proved hardy. Three stray 
plants were protected by handlights about 
November. In the middle of April they 
seemed to be quite healthy, but died soon 
after the handlights were removed. I 
think the finest G. anemoiuefollum I ever 
had came up in a deep bed of cinders and 
lived many years. — E. C. Buxton, 
Jiettws-y-Uoed. 

Suckering Rose Marie Van Houtte.— In a 

recent note I said this was happy on the 
Briar. I now find I was wrong, as in the 
largest group 1 have, vigorous shoots of the 
Briar have sprung up. It lias fallen to me 
to look after the Rose hods, the gardener 
being in the army, and so 1 take more 
notice of the evil thing, a Dog Briar in 
the wrong place. The best blooms of 
Marie Van Iioutte I ever sfnv were on 
plants on their own roots, and so I must 
begin again and strike stout cuttings in 
the autumn in a bed where Marie Van 
Houtte ie to live, I hope, for long years, 
so as to avoid the need of transplanting.— 
W. 

Escallonia Philippiana. — Surely your 
correspondent, “ E. B. S., Hardwick ” 
(p. 326), has made a slip in classing this 
Escallonia as an evergreen, as it is 
strictly deciduous. In this latter respect. 
It is distinct from all the other Escallonlns. 
which are more or less evergreen, though 
in such a winter as the last most of them 
lost a good many ol' their leaves. It is 
questionable if, say last March, the other 
species named—E. maerantlfa—would be in 
many places looked upon as strictly an 
evergreen. In mild winters, however, it 
is fully entitled to he regarded ns such, 
whereas under any conditions E. Philip- 
pinna loses the whole of its leaves. This 
last is a very ornamental species, as it is 
of graceful habit and flowers profusely in 
June and July. Furthermore, it is the 
hardiest of all the Escallonlas. In addi¬ 
tion to this it is one of the parents of that 
desirable hybrid, E. Langleyensis. whose 
charming rosy-carmine blossoms are borne 
in great profusion, and the graceful semi- 
pendulous character of its branches stands 
it in good stead when trained to a wall 
or fence.—IV. T. 

Aster alpinus. —It was once my good for¬ 
tune to be at Mount Cenis when Aster 
alpinus was at its best. The plant was 
growing by the thousand in the short 
alpine turf which covers the curious undu¬ 
lating limy links in front of the Hotel de 
la Poste, and I s|xmt much Ume'in hunt¬ 
ing for specially good forms. The plant 
was very variable within certain limits. 
Some were larger; or smaller, or darker 
violet, or fuller-petalled than the average 
type, while a few inclined to pink and 
rosy-lilac. 1 sent home a dozen or so 
plants, all more or less distinct, and among 
them one which was quite outstanding for 
size, colour, and fullness of petal. I have 
since discarded all the other forms for tills 
one. As I saw it wild at Mount. Onus it 
was good, and stood out among all its 
fellows, hut as 1 sec it today- a fair-sized 
bed of it after several years of cultiva¬ 
tion, it is very good indeed. The flowers 
are each 2j inches across,, golden-centred, 
with a full circle of tine violet ray-petals, 
and the stout, stiff stems are C inches high. 
Tiie plant lias improved out of all recogni¬ 
tion under cultivation, good though it was 
in the wild slate. It is the best Aster 
alpinus I have eeen, though it is quite 
likely that equally tine forms are in culti¬ 
vation. To distinguish it from commoner 
forms I call it Aster alpinus Elliott's 
variety.— Clarence Elliott, Stevenage. 

[A bold, handsome form.—E d,] 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

CLEMATIS MME. EDOUARD ANDRE. 
Flowers approaching red have been scarce 
among Clematises, and until the appear- j 
ance of this, a variety vastly superior to 
the previous reddish forms in which C. 
Viticella played a part, a really crimson 
form was unknown. A seedling raised by 
a Frencli firm at Orleans, it marked a de¬ 
parture in these lovely climbers, not only in 


I vigorous grower at once remarkable for 
1 the richness and number of its crimson 
blossoms. Used in contrast with the 
lighter-coloured varieties of Clematis with 
Clio old white Jasmine or any similar 
creeper it is most effective, such serving 
to emphasise the richness of its crimson 
flowers. For growing over a pergola or a 
rustic arch or to ramble over a tree-stump 
in a sunny aspect there are few finer 
pin n ts. _ 

LIMING TUFTED PANSIES. 

I have an oblong Rose bed in turf with 
about one dozen Itose-trees in it. Five 


given me, and, having nowhere else ready 
for them to go, I had them planted in the 
Rose bed, fully expecting to see them die 
away the following season. They came 
through the winter very well and made a 
fine show last summer, again passing 
safely through the winter. This spring, 
when top-dressing, I had them trimmed 
round very hard, only leaving a tuft in 
the centre of each plant. Shortly after¬ 
wards I noticed that the snails were eat¬ 
ing some of tlie shoots off, so had some 
lime sow r n all over the bed, Roses and 
Pansies included. I noticed a difference 
In the Pansies at once after the lime. 
They grew away strongly, of a healthy 
dark green, and are now one mass of 
bloom. I have grown Tufted Pansies for 
some years past, and quite expected Pansy 
sickness, and death, being the fifth year 
in succession. J. M. H. 

Surrey. 


Clematis Mine.'Edouard Andre. From a drawing by H. G. Moon. 


colour, luit also in form,, for though a 
hybrid of C. Viticella, it bears little trace 
of its influence, being in habit and charac¬ 
ter related to the C. Jnckmani group, with 
all their vigour of growth and freedom of 
blooming. The flowers, each 1 inches to 
0 inches in diameter on well-established 
plants, are borne freely well into the 
autumn, not only lasting well, but pre¬ 
serving their colouring right to the finish. 
They are also of that peculiar velvety 
shade which seems to vary in intensity in 
different assets. The flowers may vary a 
little in size and shade in different places 
and positions, but given a fair chance this 
Clematis may be relied on as a rijpid and 
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years ago, several being dead, they were 
replaced, the surface being pointed over 
3 inches or 4 inches deep and a mulch of 
good, rotten dung spread over it. Several 
weeks later I had a nice lot of Tufted 
Pansies given me—Harlequin, I believe, 
was the name—which I planted amongst 
tlie Roses. The first year they were fair, 
the second year very good and much ad¬ 
mired, hut in the third year they died out 
completely. Each season the bed was top- 
dressed witli rotten dung (Peat-moss, stable 
dung). Nothing else was done to it, not 
even pointed over, only the weeds pulled 
out. The same autumn I had about two 
and a half dozen more Tufted Pansies 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Iris Rembrandt. —This is one of the new 
Dutch bulbous irises, a hybrid set which 
originated from the crossing of the 
Tanglers Iris (I. tlngitana) with other 
large-flowered bulbous sorts. Points of 
importance concerning them are their 
early flowering—they precede the Spanish 
Irises by nearly a fortnight—the leathery 
texture of tlie flowers, and their line pro¬ 
portions. That cited above is a fine blue, 
and of its colour by far tlie liest. The 
standards are bright purple, the light blue 
falls conspicuous by a rich orange- 
coloured blotch J inch across. There is 
nothing among the Spanish Irises to com¬ 
pare with it either in its massive propor¬ 
tions, vigour, or big bulbs.—S. S. 

Increasing Anchusas —I was pleased to 
see the note of “ D. Wilmshurst, B.E.F., 
1« ranee,” in Gardening for June 2nd, 
with respect to Anchusas. It seems to me 
that tlie reason so many people fail with 
them after tlie first year or so is because 
they neglect to propagate the root-cuttings 
which are always found on healthy plants. 
In other words, they leave the plants to 
themselves, and after a time the suckers 
suddenly collapse. I do not know whether 
I am quite right in my ideas concern¬ 
ing Anchusas, but my own experience with 
them has been similar to that of the old 
Double White Rocket, and it is that, if one 
desires to keep a healthy stock, disturbance 
of the roots and removal to another plot 
must take place. I find that if the root- 
cuttings can he planted in a cold-frame in 
autumn they are generally ready for re¬ 
moval to permanent quarters in spring; 
but, if possible, I prefer to plant the cut¬ 
tings direct into the borders and cover 
with a liandlight, and, as far as I can, 
avoid a second shift in spring. My experi¬ 
ence in potting the cuttings coincides with 
that of D. Wilmshurst—that it has a tend¬ 
ency to starvation. The best results in my 
own ease have always been obtained from 
cuttings looted out-of-doors in the borders 
and protected as suggested in bad weather. 
—WoODBASTWICK. 

Achilleas. —Of the early-blooming Acliil- 
leas there are none to rival the single 
white variety A. Clavenna?, that in June 
and July graces many gardens. The 
growth of this single form is more free 
than in the popular double kind, A. ptar- 
mica The Pearl, and it has the advantage 
of not being troubled with insect pests, 
which the double form, flowering later, has 
to encounter. Both the sorts under notice 
are rapid growers, and the difficulty often 
is to Keep the roots within bounds and 
prevent tneir spreading into other plants 
in the borders.—W. F. D. 

Gypsophilas. —The shoots of the peren¬ 
nial forms of Gypsophila sometimes droop 
unexpectedly. This is often due to their 
snapping off at the base, either through 
being blown about or in consequence of 
higli winds. To avoid loss of bloom it is 
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better now to support the bushes by three 
or lour stout stakes around which a cord 
should he drawn. This is a plan I have 
adopted for years in the case of G. pani- 
culata, and it prevents the shoots swaying 
over. Some clumps in m.v garden nave 
been in their present position for fifteen 
years, and give promise of many panicles 
tins season.—W oodbastwick. 

Sowing biennials, etc _The sowing of 

biennials should no longer be deferred. It 
is best to choose an open, sunny situation, 
and sow thinly. Biennials, 1 often find, 
are neglected in the matter of pricking out, 
but those having regard to another year’s 
display will not allow anything to inter¬ 
fere with sowing now. In this connection 
one thinks of such things as Wallflowers, 
Forget-me-nots, Honesty, Hollyhocks 
(best treated as biennials), Gaillardias; 
Pansies, and Canterbury Bells. Many of 
our favourite perennials may also be sown 
at present, such as Delphiniums, Geums, 
Pyretlirums, etc.— Townsman. 

Aubrietia Dr. Mules _If I had to choose 

one kind only, this would be the one. Re¬ 
cently I was in a garden where most of the 
kinds were growing side by side, and this 
stood out conspicuous. In a neighbour’s 
garden there are large patches in a very 
poor sandy soil. I sometimes think there 
is a difference in the shade of colour of 
the Aubrietia. This may arise from the 
soil the plants are growing in. What is 
the experience of growers who have raised 
it from seed? Does it come true?—C. 

Helianthcmums.—Last winter killed a 
number of old plants, hut young specimens 
have come through much better. It is not 
generally known, I think, how easily Heli- 
anthemums may be struck after their 
period of blooming either by layering or 
from cuttings of ripened wood inserted in 
sandy soil. There are various colours, em¬ 
bracing white, crimson, and pink, but none 
is more beautiful than the pink form.— 
Lkahukst._ 

INCOME TAX. 

The Collector of Taxes for my District in 
Central London called at my house and 
asked that he might sjieak with me 
privately. This request was granted., lie 
told me he had sent me several notices for 
payment which had not been attended to, 
and, not wishing to deal harshly with me, 
thought he would see me and make a 
lersorial demand for the money. I told 
him that my accounts were kept by my 
accountants, a city firm, to whom any 
notices received had been sent, and that I 
would at once inquire into the matter. My 
accountants replied stating that the re¬ 
quest for payment of over two hundred 
pounds, made by the Collector of Taxes, 
was made in error. 

I cannot suppose that any public servant 
would perpetrate such ah act. except 
through his not understanding the com¬ 
plexities of the Income Tax Acts. I was 
for some years a Commissioner of Income 
Tax in a London District, and formed then 
some idea of the absurdity of its ways, 
luit had no idea before that I should he 
the victim. 

As a means of taxation l'nr State pur- 
]loses our income tax is a tissue of com¬ 
plexities to such a degree that the Sur¬ 
veyors of Taxes themselves do not always 
understand them. The rain of circulars 
and notices about it is ceaseless. I have 
had one this last week asking me to state 
what I am to receive in the coming year— 
a question I cannot possibly answer. 

W. It. 

[Market gardeners and nurserymen who 
do not usually have their accounts kept by 
accountants should examine carefully all 
applications from collectors, and in case 
of any doubt seek the aid of an agent or 
surveyor used to dealing with the income 
tar. —Ea.J 
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GARDEN PEST8 AND FRIENDS. 

HOW TO DEAL WITH WIREWORMS. 
In some places recently-planted Potatoes 
are being damaged by wireworms, and In¬ 
quiries are being made as to the means to 
be taken to get rid of these pests. Inas¬ 
much as harmless soli insects are some¬ 
times mistaken for wireworms, it Is im¬ 
portant that the inexperienced should be 
able to recognise them. A wireworm is 
light brown in colour with a slightly 
polished and somewhat tough body. It is 
more or less worm-shaped, and has a dis¬ 
tinct head and three pairs of small legs 
just behind the head. Wireworms measure 
up to about j inch in length. A wireworm 
is the young or larval stage of a dick- 
beetle. The insects live as wireworms for 
three years or even longer. They are most 
active in spring and early summer ; in the 
late summer, when they often burrow deep 
into the soil, they are likely to do less 
harm. In winter, especially during cold 
weather, they may go so far down into the 
soil that they are not seen when the 
ground is being dug. A full-fed wireworm, 
after burrowing deeply into the soil in late 
summer,'changes into a “chrysalis” or 
“ pupa,” which later on turns into a beetle. 
In the following summer the beetles lay 
the eggs from which fresh wireworms are 
produced. Almost nil plants are attacked 
by wireworm, Broad Beans less, perhaps, 
than other garden vegetables. To rid a 
piece of ground of wireworms requires 
much trouble and considerable time. 
There is no simple remedy for tills pest. 

Treatment of oround not under crops.— 
If the ground is bare of crops, digging it ex - - 
l>oscs the wireworms to the attack of 
birds; similarly, poultry penned on a 
newly-dug piece of ground are useful in 
devouring wireworms. Naphthalene, too, 
at the rate of not less than 2 oz. per square 
yard, dug iu, helps to destroy the pest; 
but the price of tills may be prohibitive ; 
only so much should be spread ns can be 
dug in on the same day that it is applied. 
It is not advisable to use this insecticide 
when the ground is under a crop. Proprie¬ 
tary insecticides have sometimes given 
good results, but at other times they have 
failed completely. It is unlikely that any 
of these remedies will succeed if they can 
only be applied on the surface whilst the 
wireworms are far below. 

Treatment of ground under crops. —The 
chief means for reducing damage by wire- 
worms is to encourage the rapid growth of 
the crop. This may be done by applying, 
in tlie form of a top-dressing, either sul¬ 
phate of ammonia at the rate of 1 lb. per 
rod. or soot, one gallon per rod. In apply¬ 
ing sulphate of ammonia, which should 
preferably be in the form of a fine powder, 
care should be taken to spread it uni¬ 
formly and to hoe tlie ground immediately 
after the application in order to prevent 
the material from burning. If the soil is 
dry and water is available, a thorough 
watering after the sulphate of ammonia 
has been spread will help to wash it down 
to the roots. Soot, if taken direct from 
the chimney, should lie in a heap for a 
week or two before being spread on the 
soil. Another means of reducing the 
damage done by the pest is thorough culti¬ 
vation. Hoe frequently. If any such roots 
as Carrot, Beet, or Mangold are available, 
they may be used as “ bait.” For this 
purpose cut the roots in pieces and put a 
piece at the end of a short stick. Bury 
tlie pieces in the ground with tlie stick pro¬ 
jecting, and pull the “baits” up and de¬ 
stroy any worms feeding upon them. 

In the case of Fotatoes, even if some 
wireworms are found attacking tlie seed, 
it should not be assumed that complete 


failure of the crops will result; provided 
the growing iiarts of the plant are not de¬ 
stroyed a partial crop may be obtained in 
spite of the presence of the pest. If. how¬ 
ever, the attack Is so severe that it be¬ 
comes evident that no crop is to be ex¬ 
acted, before planting another crop, dig 
up tlie Potatoes and treat all those con¬ 
taining wireworms in such a way that the 
pests are killed. For instance. Potatoes 
may be fed to pigs or poultry. 

Crops to follow Potatoes destroyed by 
wireworm.— If transplanted plants can be 
obtained, Onions and Leeks may be 
planted. Turnips and Swede Turnips may 
also be sown, but care should be taken to 
sow sufficient seed to allow for a certain 
amount of loss. When thinning the crop, 
do not at first thin to the distance at which 
the permanent plants are to grow. At 
each thinning remove only sufficient plants 
to give room to the growth of the others. 
In the ease of crops which are pricked out, 
keep a reserve bed to replace failures. 
Good and constant cultivation extending 
over one or two seasons will generally re¬ 
duce the numbers of wireworms in the soil. 

A leaflet dealing with this subject may 
be obtained from the Food Production De¬ 
partment, 72, Victoria-street, S.W. 1. 


VOTES AND HE PLIES. 

The grey squirrel in England. — Grey 
squirrels are undoubtedly somewhat in¬ 
jurious to bird life, but apparently not to 
a great extent under normal conditions. 
However, when they become abnormally 
abundant, as sometimes happens in public 
gardens and parks, and food becomes 
correspondingly scarce, they may be re¬ 
sponsible for a considerable reduction in 
the bird population. It would then be¬ 
come a question of either feeding the 
squirrels sufficiently or eliminating enough 
of them so that the natural fowl supply 
would suffice in order to protect the birds. 
If it becomes desirable to reduce their 
numbers in London parks it would be a 
simple matter to accomplish It by baited 
traps. If they are as tame as they are in 
our parks they can readily be caught with 
a landing net. Vernon Bailey, of this 
bureau, lias a small garden at his home in 
the city where he grows a variety of 
plants. In the same yard is a large Oak- 
tree with a nesting-box in which a pair of 
squirrels have for years raised their young 
without doing any injury to the vegetation 
in the yard which they frequent.—E. W. 
Nelson, Chief, Biological Survey, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 

Cherries and song birds.—I see an ap¬ 
peal from “ L. C. T.,” Wellsville, O., ask¬ 
ing for suggestions to keep song birds from 
his Cherry-trees. Teddy bears, stuffed 
cats, etc., a re quite useless, as robins and 
starlings pay no attention to them, and 
covering trees with nets would cost more 
than the Cherries are worth. I hit on a 
device so simple It is a wonder no one had 
thought of it before. For years 1 had been 
pestered by starlings and robins, literally 
stripping my big Cherry-tree, which stands 
within 10 feet of my house. Last year not 
a bird came near it. Tills is what I did. 
I bought say 2 yards of the bright red 
cotton stuff called Turkey red, rigged it on 
a long pole, similar to the “ banners” used 
in Sunday schools, and fastened it to a 
stout limb of the tree, with the cloth hang¬ 
ing down so as not to twist around the 
pole. Every Cherry ripened. After I laid 
all 1 wanted, and supplied all my neigh¬ 
bours, I took the banner down, and within 
half n day the birds returned and stripped 
the tree. The same device will protect 
berry liatches.—C. F. W. in Rural -Veto 
Yorker. 
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ROOK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 


TANSY LA LORRAINE ON ROCK 
BORDER. 

This Pansy, a modest looking dwarfish 
kind, flowers for a long period in nil 
weathers, even in spots in the sun. It 
seems a hybrid with a field Pansy, and is, 
we think, a gain of M. Lemoiue, of Nancy. 
As so many of the Tufted Pnn.sies' are apt 
to leave one it is pleasant to have one that 
does not suffer from drought or other 
enemies of the Pansy in southern gardens. 
Tiie colour is mauve with a well-marked 
eye, and the effect in a group is pretty. 


VOTE ,S A VI) REPLIES. 

Epilobium glabellum. — Last summer I 
flowered for the first time a very pretty 


new rock garden plant which came to me 
labelled " Epilobium species, Dunedin.” 
It grew about 5 inches high and had a 
rather prostrate stem from which sprang 
a number of erect side shoots with narrow- 
ish inch-long leaves and spikes of large 
Imre white flowers. It (lowered profusely 
right through middle and late summer and 
till quite late in autumn. In winter the 
leaves were very attractively marbled 
witli red find green, becoming quite 
brilliant towards spring. X am always a 
little shy about New Zealand plants. So 
many of them, even if not actually killed 
by cold, die in the winter from other 
causes. But this New Zealand Epilobium, 
Which I learn is E. glabellum, came 
through last winter not only unscathed, 
but actually with added beauty of leaf- 
colouring. I had it in half-shade on lime¬ 
stone moraine at my nursery and on a 
sunny rock bank of loam in my private 
garden. In both places seedlings have 
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sprung up round the parent plants this 
spring. An Epilobhlm which sows itself 
about may put the wary gardener on liis 
guard. Some of them are such notorious 
malefactors in this respect. I?ut Epi- 
lobium glabellum is quite trustworthy, 
and will never become a jiest. This year 
it came into flower in May, and is still 
(June 15th) full of blossom, and looks as 
though it would continue to flower for 
many weeks yet. Epilobium glabellum is 
quite new' to me, and I do not find it men¬ 
tioned in any book on rock plants. Nichol¬ 
son’s dictionary of Gardening does not 
mention it. but it is so easily grown, has 
such a long flowering season, and is so 
neat and pretty that it should become a 
popular rock garden plant. —Clarence 
Elliott. Stevenage. 

Some wall plants.— A handsome Hawk- 
weed (Hieracium villosum) sows itself on 
old walls with me; on stone walks, too, 


where there is no room for soil of any 
kind. A few seeds might be worth sow¬ 
ing on old walls or bridges, or stony banks. 
It is interesting the love of some plants 
for walls—the Erinus in three pretty 
colours, the yellow Fumitory, a very pretty 
foreign Toadflax (Linarla pallida), which 
loves a wall and sometimes crawls through 
on the other side, our native Thymes, and 
some native Ferns of much grace. The 
Woodruff, which we never planted as a 
wall-lover, is creeping through the sand¬ 
stone blocks of a dry wall. The Kenil¬ 
worth Ivy in two forms is creeping among 
Stonecrops. The handsome Hairbell (C. 
muralls.) makes its way through walls as 
others of the alpine Halrbells would. The 
little creeping Arenaria grows over any 
moist stone on old walls, but without a 
thought of planting or sowing. If in the 
building of n dry wall one had a choice of 
plants there is no limit to the kind of rock 
plants one might grow' ou it. But even 


hungry plants like the purple Rock Cress 
will sow themselves on old walls. My 
prettiest wall effect in early spring is 
from self-sown Aubrietias on an old wall 
of sandstone blocks. Pinks, too, do well, 
and seeds might be sown on old walls of 
the Malden, Cheddar, and other Pinks. 
On my wet ground they rot away in the 
winter and ns ground plants I have to 
give them up. The number of Stonecrops 
and Ilouseleeks that grow on walls is 
without end.-r-W. 

Aquilegia glandulosa. — This Siberian 
species is, to my mind, the most beautiful of 
all Columbines. In height It is only about 
12 inches or 15 inches, but the (lowers are 
very large, of a rich sapphire-blue, with 
pure snow-white centres. It is not one of 
the long-spurred Columbines, but this by 
no means detracts from the beauty of the 
flowers. Columbines as a family are 
notorious for promiscuous breeding, but 
Aquilegia glandulosa keeps itself to itself, 
and though I grow other Columbines in 
the same garden I have never had any 
but true glandulosa from its seed. Un¬ 
fortunately, many have great trouble in 
growing the plant. Here it succeeds in 
my stiffish yellow loam without any 
trouble at all. I transplant year-old seed¬ 
lings from seetl beds in the open to per¬ 
manent flowering quarters after the first 
good soaking rain that comes in May or 
June. At tlie present moment (June 17th) 
I am patiently waiting for such a rain, for 
I have many hundred seedlings ready to 
go to their next year's flow'ering quarters. 
I recommend good, rich loam and full sun 
for the plant, and I believe year-old seed¬ 
lings transplanted at this time of year are 
a good deal more certain than older 
plants, though I have transplanted and 
successfully flow'ered older specimens.— 
Clarence Elliott, Stevenage. 

Edraianthus Pumilio.— There was a de¬ 
lightful display of this pretty alpine in Mr. 
Whltelegg’s group at the Royal Horticul¬ 
tural meeting on June 5th, somewhere be¬ 
tween 100 and 150 plants being staged. 
The whole of the plants wore in small 
I Kits and arranged as a foreground to 
other plants, constituting as rich a sward 
of alitine vegetation as could bo desired. 
Evidently raised from seeds and just 
reaching their prime, the group demon¬ 
strated in no uncertain way the best 
means of raising such plants and of at¬ 
taining perfection with them. Seedling 
raising and planting on a much more 
generous scale are the only way of 
securing a good display. The whole plant 
is not more than an inch or two high, the 
rich purple cups so thickly set as almost 
to hide the linear glaucous leaves of the 
rosette. A good moraine plant, it may be 
well grown in gritty loam on the rockery. 
—S. S. 

Cotyledon simplicifolius. — While this 
cannot be considered one of the showiest 
of alpine plants, it is, at the moment of 
writing, one of the most distinct of those 
in flower. With the early promise of 
flowering, its racemes are for a time more 
or less erect. Presently the racemes arch 
over in such a manner as to suggest at a 
little distance off a miniature 1-aburmim 
in the bud stage. In a group in the rock 
garden at Wisley it was very pretty a 
short time ago, a yard-wide patch contain¬ 
ing scores of the drooping golden tresses. 
In a frame the plant has wintered well 
with me, though just as good, or better, is 
the group referred to and which, without 
doubt, stamps it as quite hardy. It is a 
free-growing subject with fleshy, notched 
leaves, and may be increased freely by 
cuttings or seeds. It is of quite uncom¬ 
mon aspect, and worth growing on that 
account. —E. II. Jenkins, 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

RHUBARB IN FRANCE. 

It is quite true that Rhubarb is not con¬ 
sidered eatable in France, but it is much 
valued in another way. On taking charge 
of a garden in northern France the first 
thing I saw was a big plant of the common 
Rhubarb in an isolated and conspicuous 
position on the lawn. When I asked the 
man I succeeded why it was placed there 
he seemed much surprised and said that 
it was a “ belle plante ornamentale.” 
Later on I happened to visit one of the 
peasant farmers who are so numerous in 
that part of France, and the owner pointed 
out a large specimen of Rhubarb with 
much pride, making the same remark. He 
was astonished when I told him that acres 
of It were grown in England for supplying 
the London markets, and said, " I suppose 
they cat tin 1 leaves as salad.” I do not 
think that he had a very clear idea of the 
way it Is used in this country, for the 
simple reason that the pics, puddings, and 
tarts so favoured with us are unknown in 
France, and l never saw anything of the 
sort in Germany and Switzerland, although 
I lived in these countries several years, 
and I never saw a plant of Rhubarb there. 
The Rhubarb is so common with us that 
we do not recognise any beauty in it, but 
allowed to develop and to bloom, it is 
really handsomer than its relatives which 
enjoy some popularity as ornamental 
plants. Were it not a common vegetable 
and not difficult to grow it would un¬ 
doubtedly be much prized. The tine, 
Cucumbers in favour in this country tire 
not considered wholesome in France, and 
unless things have, much altered since I 
lived there, which, of course, may be the 
ease, no one would eat them. Thinking to 
surprise the natives I sent for seeds from 
England and put the plants on spent hot¬ 
beds. It was a line summer, and the re¬ 
sult was surprising, and I should doubt if 
such a crop of Cucumbers was ever seen in 
the oi>en. Tile plants grew freely and in 
the end climbed up Into the branches of a 
low tree, where the fruit hung in great 
abundance. To my great chagrin, how¬ 
ever, not a single fruit was touched. 

J. CORNHILL. 


VEGETABLES IN JUNE. 

A larger variety of green vegetables is 
grown In this country than in any other 
country of Europe, and there is no reason 
why they should not be grown in sufficient 
quantity to supply the requirements of the 
population. People are concentrating their 
efforts far tot) much upon the production 
of Potatoes and too little upon tile produc¬ 
tion of other vegetables. It would be no 
great loss to the country if the Potato were 
deposed, for a time at least, from its ltosi- 
tlon as our chief vegetable. It is far from 
being indispensable, and of late years it 
has been subject to a loss of vitality and 
to various kinds of diseases. People have 
taken so kindly to the various substitutes 
l’or Potatoes introduced during the last few 
months that I very much doubt if the 
Potato will ever be restored to its former 
sta tus. 

The excellent French custom of serving 
vegetables as a sejKirato course has become 
Increasingly popular In this country since 
the war broke out. I shall therefore give 
a few recipes of dishes suitable for this 
purpose. 

Si'iVAOH a i. a Francaise. —Take 3 11). of 
Spinach. Pick the leaves from the stalks 
and wash them well in several waters. 
Drain them: throw them into a saucepan 
with plenty of slightly-salted boiling water 
and let them boil for five minutes. Press 
the Spinach, and throw it into cold water 
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for half an hour to preserve the colour. 
Take it out of the water a little at a time, 
press the moisture thoroughly from it, and 
chop it small. Dissolve 2 oz. of fresh 
butter in a saucepan, and stir the Spinach 
in it over the fire till it is hot and dry. 
Add to it gradually two or three table- 
sjsxmfuls of boiling cream. Add a dessert¬ 
spoonful of powdered sugar and a pinch of 
salt, and stir over the lire until the mix¬ 
ture is absorbed., Then serve the Spinach 
very hot, garnished with fried sippets of 
bread. 

Sorrel a la Fraxcaise. —Take 3 lb. or 
so of fresh green Sorrel, pick the leaves 
from I he -stems and wash them in several 
waters. Put them into a stewpan with a 
pint of boiling water in which a table- 
spoonful of salt lias been dissolved, and boil 
quickly till tender. Take up, drain, and 
rub the Sorrel through a wire sieve, l’ut 
it into a saucepan, and mix with it 2 oz. of 
butter, a dessertspoonful of flour, and a 
little popper. Stir over the lire till it boils. 
Then let it cool a little, and add three 
tabk’siMMinfuls of cream, and serve witli a 
garnish of liard-lioilod eggs cut Into slices. 

Cauliflowers with cheese. — Choose 
three or four young, firm, white Cauli¬ 
flowers. Cleanse them thoroughly and 
boil till tender, but not overmuch. Powder 
them quickly with grated cheese, and pour 
a good sauce over. When firmly set, add 
another layer of cheese, and strew over 
this some finely-grated breadcrumbs. 
Brown in a hot oven, pour a little sauce 
round, and serve hot. The sauce may lie 
made as follows :—Rub a tablespoonful of 
flour into $ oz. of fresh butter, mix it 
smoothly over the tire, and add very gradu¬ 
ally a hreakfastcupful of water, a pinch of 
salt, and a pinch of pepper. Stir con¬ 
stantly till it boils, then take it from the 
fire for a minute or two and add slowly the 
yolk of an egg mixed with the juice of half 
a lemon and a teaspoonful of water. Stir 
until the whole is well mixed.— Licensed 
Victuallers' Gazette. > 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Virginian Newtowns.— As 1o the New¬ 
town Pippin, of finest flavour, Mr. 
J. Wilkinson Elliott, of Pittsburgh, 
writes:— 

Tiie Newtown Pippin you speak of is 
grown in Albemarle County, Virginia, 
which is on the eastern slope of the 
P.lue Ridge Mountains. I have been in 
this section of Virginia, which is given 
up almost entirely to growing New¬ 
town Pippin Apples, and there they 
call them Albemarle Pippins. The 
western Apples are showy, but lack 
flavour. 

The Loganberry. — As a subscriber to 
your paper I often find queries as to the 
Loganberry. In my opinion this is, unless 
grown in large siuices, perfectly worthless 
and a great nuisance at times. No doubt 
it is a fine, showy fruit, but spreading like 
a wild Raspberry. It is useless for dessert, 
and not very palatable when cooked. 1 
have had it here, cumbering the ground, 
for about ten years in a kitchen garden of 
two acres, but shall throw it out at end of 
tiie summer, it may have its uses, but 1 
have quite failed to discover them. 
Rather, any day, a good, wholesome Black¬ 
berry.—” Nortiianth.” 

Cabbages. — Spring Cabbages are very 
late this year, at least in this neighbour¬ 
hood, for, whereas at this date (June Otli) 
they are available in quantity in the 
majority of seasons, only an occasional 
head Is now to be found. The plants w T ere 
badly cut in many gardens by the bitter 
winds and frost, ami one had to sow as 
early as possible in the present year to fill 
up the gaps. With resiiect to the query 


in a recent number as to the best variety 
for summer sowing for maincrop purposes 
there are many good sorts, but nothing 
better than a good strain of Wheeler's 
Imperial. It is the general favourite all 
round this neighbourhood, and if cottagers 
and allotment-holders have a good bed of 
Wheeler’s they think themselves very for¬ 
tunate. The proper time of seed-sowing 
depends on the district, and it is lack of 
care in this matter that leads to so much 
running in the spring. On or about 
August 10th for the southern counties, ten 
days earlier for the midlands, and yet 
again ten days earlier for the north may 
be accepted as a fairly rough estimate* of 
the proper time.—E. B. S., Hardwick. 

Rural prosperity of France.— There is a 
very interesting and well informed article 
in the April “ Quarterly Review ” on the 
“Rural Prosperity of France.” It is by 
Rosamond F. Spedding, and it shows that 
an immense number of small holders and 
freeholders is one of (lie mainstays of 
France during tiie war. Also it shows 
what is not so generally known, that the 
great freedom of laud arrangements in 
France and the great variety in the land 
customs there have worked successfully. 
In various regions of France renting farms 
is usual. The perfect freedom of rural 
conditions in France is one of the mgiu 
sources of the economic and physical well- 
being of the nation. 

Wanted a good early Cabbage _In reply 

to the query in the issue of June 2nd, 1917, 
T cannot find anything to equal Sutton’s 
Harbinger, which I have grown for a 
number of years. Very few have run to 
seed, and in normal ypars the heads are 
fit to cut by the middle of April. This 
year I have a bed of 200, and only lost six 
by the frost.—\. W., Hasfield, Gloucester. 


Sugarless fruit-drying _In Switzerland, 

where I lived for many years, quite small 
cottagers wore accustomed to dry all kinds 
of fruit—Apples, Pears, Plums, Cherries, 
and even wild Whortle, or Hay Berries— 
making a good store for their long, cold 
winters. Should we be fortunate to have 
anything resembling a glut of Apples not 
one single Apple ought to be wasted. The 
better kinds would make pippins and 
Apple rings, while the inferior sorts could 
be cut up and dried without being first 
peeled. This makes a quite eatable dish 
with very little trouble. Should Plums be 
abundant various kinds of Prunes could 
be made, and so on with almost every kind 
of fruit. The method is to spread the 
fruit out carefully on tins or oven shelves 
and slowly dry it. Very little heat is 
necessary. Cherries are generally spread 
first in the sun until they shrivel, when 
they are finished oft in slow ovens. 
Further details can be supplied if desired. 
It is also possible to make a very delicious 
preserve called Apple honey, which simply 
means boiling Apples slowly for a very 
long time without any addition of sugar. 
The people of Denmark make this in Hay- 
boxes, thus saving fuel. When cooked 
long enough it is thick and brown, and 
very sweet, and will keep any length of 
time. In the present time of.need surely 
this simple method of increasing our food 
supply is worthy of a trial.— Marcus 
Knox in The Times. 

[A good irag, 6wf is there so much need 
of the drying of fruit as there used to heI 
Any country garden should hare fruit In 
the form of good Apples all through the 
winter and spring. And stocks of fresh 
fruit note come to our markets from the. 
Antipodes as soon as our winter Apples 
are over. It is, moreover, doubtful if any 
dried or preserved fruit is as good as fresh 
fruit— Ed.] 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

MAGNOLIA PARVIFLORA. 

This lias given a new pleasure even to 
those who grow all tile old kinds. It 
blooms after the larger kinds have mostly 
gone out of flower. It is a small-growing 
kind and its buds are as welcome as the 
very beautiful sculptured flowers. The 
plants are from layers, as all Magnolias 
that are not raised from seed should be. 
It grows in cool loam, which is all we 


mention is made of the fact that it was 
long known as Fotliergilla alnifolia, and is 
even now frequently regarded as such. 
Why this last Maine, which was given it by 
Liiimeus fils, has been changed, I do not 
know. — K. It. W. 

THE INI 11 GO FEIt AS FOR LATE 
FLOWER. 

Ai thocch the majority of the Indigoferns 
are found in tropical climates it is for¬ 
tunate that we have a few capable of 
standing the varying climatic conditions of 


large bright pink flowers during June and 
July. It spreads rapidly by means of 
suckers, giving us an easy method of pro¬ 
pagation, although it produced seeds for 
: the lirst time in the Arnold Arboretum 
during 191R. Another taller-growing shrub, 
introduced from Central China by Mr. 
i J3. II. Wilson and growing to the height of 
more than 0 feet, is 

I. amblyantha. The flowers,are pro¬ 
duced in slender axillary racemes, and are 
very numerous and pink in colour. Its 
great value lies in the fact that these 



The small-flowered Magnolia in Japanese vase. 


have to give it. Many of the Magnolia 
failures in our gardens result from the 
practice of grafting new kinds on old. 
A native of Julian, it is useful for the 
house when placed in a Japanese vase. 


The Fothergillas— It would be a good 
thing if writers, when referring to any par¬ 
ticular plant, were, apart from the latest 
name, to give any synonym bv which it is 
often known. The note oil Fothergillas, 
page 326, furnishes a case in point, 
under the heading /»fr>F. Gardeiji, no 
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this part of New England. Most of the 
siieeies inhabit the tropical regions of 
Africa, while a few are found in America 
and also Asia. Recent introductions from 
Asia have brought to our gardens one or 
two species that do not produce beautiful 
dyes, lint in return give us delightful 
shrubs and beautiful flowers. 

Ixdigoff.ua Kirilowi, introduced a few 
years ago from Korea by Mr. .T. G. Jack, 
forms a sub-shrub about 3 feet high and 
annually produces numerous racemes of 


racemes continue to lengthen individually 
and produce a succession of flowers from 
July to October. A few of the flowers pro¬ 
duce seeds that are contained in a long 
and narrow pod. It can bo propagated 
fairly easily from cuttings which by the 
end of the year make large plants, as it is 
a rapid grower in its early stages. Another 
low-growing siieeies and more of a hardy 
herbaceous character is 

I. DECORA VAR. AT.I!A, lF Vel'y useful plant 
for the rockery or shrubbery border. The 
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branches arc slender and annually killed 
to the ground, but they produce during the 
mouth of July numerous racemes of snow- 
white flowers. It comes from Southern 
China. A similar much-branched, low- 
growing shrub is 

I. Gerardiana, a native of the Hima¬ 
layas, which acts in the same manner as the 
former in regard to hardiness. The foliage 
is neat and pea -green in colour, and forms 
a pretty bush, but the bright pink flowers 
are not very freely produced.—W. II. 
Judd in Garden Magazine. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Cydonia japonica.—I am anxious to 
grow Cydonia japonica on a south-west 
wall, as I have seen it on a house in Hove. 
The stems are trained air about the 
windows and are covered with blossoms 
before the leaves appear. I have two 
young trees, and am training them some¬ 
thing in the way of a cordon fruit-tree— 
that is, letting the main stem lengthen a 
little each year and keeping the side 
shoots pinched. So far, there has been 
no bloom. Where am I wrong?—G. G. 

[The best way to train a tree of the 
Jaiianese Quince to get it to cover a large 
area in a short time is as a live-branched 
cordon, training up the main branches and 
stopping or spurring back the side shoots 
as mentioned in your note. These will, in 
course of time, flower abundantly, but 
until fully established the trees bloom but 
sparsely, and ofttimes not at all. The only- 
other item we detect as being wrong in 
your methods is In repressing the growth 
of the main branches or stems too much. 
By shortening them back so severely you 
induce the trees to continue making strong 
growth, and so long as this course is pur¬ 
sued you will fail to obtain the wealth of 
blossom you desire. Once the trees make 
short, twiggy growths (n lieu of those of 
some length and of a sappy nature they 
should start flowering.] 

Cornus controversa. This is one-of the 
most ornamental species of the Cornus 
family, and as its flowering qualities be¬ 
come better known it Is likely to be widely 
planted. A native of Japan, China, and 
the Himalaya, it was at one time called 
C. brachypoda, but it is quite distinct from 
that little-known species. In Japan It 
grows 40 feet or r>0 feet high with a large 
head, and from the way It thrives here 
there is reason to suppose that It will at¬ 
tain its average height when trees have 
been planted long enough to reach 
maturity. Some .years ago a tree In the 
Coombe Wood Nursery must have been 
well over 25 feet high. When not in 
flower It presents a commanding appear¬ 
ance by reason of its free-branching and 
luscious foliage, the bold, oval leaves be¬ 
ing bright green above and gi\\v beneath. 
The flowers are cream-coloured and borne 
In flat heads each 4 Inches' to 0 inches 
across, the flowering time 1 icing late May 
and early June. Sometimes a fairly good 
crop of fruit Is ripened, the perfected 
berries being bluish-black in colour. There 
does not appear to be any doubt as to Its 
hardiness, for no Injury has occurred to 
young or old plants during the late winter. 
Moreover. It is not fastidious as to soil, 
for it thrives in any fairly good loam. A 
sunny position is desirable.—D. 

Lonicera cillosa. —This pretty Honey¬ 
suckle is not often seen in gardens, but is 
well worth cultivating. The flowers are 
now opening on a sunny wall, where the 
orange-yellow flowers are quite attractive. 
The leaves are smooth and glaucous be¬ 
neath, the upper ones near the flowers 
being clasped round the stem. A native 
of British Columbia, it seems quite hardy 
in a sunny position, hut in quite ordinary 
winters we have lost plants in a shady 
position in heavy soil .—Irith Gardening. 
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FRUIT. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Training Apple and Pear trees. —I have 
an Apple-tree (Cox’s Orange) and two Pear- 
trees (Marie Louise and Doyenne du 
Comice) planted by a wall 8 feet high and 
facing south-east. The trees are 20 feet 
apart, and they have reached the top. 
Each has eight branches on each side 
trained horizontally. How much wall 
space may they cover without making too 
great demands upon them. The Annie and 
Marie Louise Pear crop well, hut the 
Doyenne du Comice, although at least six 
years old, has not yet bloomed, is not at 
all gross in growth, and in perfect health. 
Can I do anything to help it?—G. 
Gardener. 

[As the rear-trees in question stand 20 
feet apart the branches may be allowed to 
extend 10 feet on either side of the stems. 
Both varieties will cover this amount of 
space without in any way overtaxing the 
energies of the trees, and will also crop 
well. The same remarks and advice apply 
in an equal degree to Cox's Orange Pippin 
Apple. Doyenne du Cornice Pear usually 
bears well, and we think if you were to 
lift the tree wholly or in part, according 
to the strength and character of the wood 
It produces each year, it would induce it 
to become fruitful. If, when you lift the 
roots, you find them to be strong and not 
very numerous, shorten them somewhat, 
which will cause the remaining portions 
to push forth fibrous roots, which are what 
is required to ensure the production of 
fruit-buds. When filling in. place some 
good fibrous loum around the roots, and 
if the staple is heavy add a fair propor¬ 
tion to it of old lime-rubble. Lift the 

trees at the end of October next.] 

• 

Cherry not fruiting _I have, on a south¬ 

east wall, a Cherry-tree (May Duke), 
which is healthy anil not overdone with 
wood. It is wreathed with bloom every 
spring. What few fruits set drop off. I 
thought it would have been all right this 
spring, as there has been plenty of bees in 
the garden and it has not wanted for water. 
Since planting I have heard it is a tire¬ 
some setter. Would it he advisable to do 
away with it nod replant? If so, what 
sweet Cherry would you suggest in its 
place?—G. u. 

[Our experience of this Cherry- is that 
it never fails to fruit, whether grown as a 
standard or bush in the open or ns a fan- 
trained tree on a wall on aspects varying 
from that of due east to that of north¬ 
west, and in some instances due north. 
In all probability your tree has formed a 
few very strong roots which have gone 
down into the subsoil. This would, and 
does, cause garden trees to become un¬ 
fruitful. Want of lime in the soil also 
produces the same result. Tills latter 
difficulty is easily surmounted by mixing 
a liberal quantity of old lime rubbish with 
the soil. Willi regard to root trouble the 
remedy is to lift and get the roots out of 
the subsoil. Then slightly shorten them 
back, lay them out afresh in a nearly hori¬ 
zontal manner, surround them with a mix¬ 
ture of turfy loam, burnt soil, and lime 
rubbish, and till in with the staple after 
mixing the lime rubbish witli it. Do this 
about the end of October next. A good 
early Cherry to form a substitute for May 
Duke is River's Early Black.] 

Morello Cherries. —As these usually make 
more growth than is required, the trees 
should at once be relieved of all that 
will not lie required for the furnish¬ 
ing of the trees with fruiting wood for 
next season. They may, if preferred, be 
pinched in and transformed into short 
spurs, but if the trees are abundantly fur¬ 


nished with young wood in a similar 
manner to a Peach-tree these spurs are 
quite unnecessary, while the trees, as far 
as appearanee is concerned, look much 
better without them. Black fly, the enemy 
of the Morello Cherry, usually puts in an 
appearance now or a little later. This 
should be given no quarter, but syringed 
as soon as found present with Quassia 
extract. Well washing the trees at fre¬ 
quent intervals tends to keep them free of 
the pest ns well as of red spider, which 
ofttimes attacks the foliage, especially if 
there should happen to be Ivy growing in 
the vicinity of the trees. As with other 
fruit-trees, see that the soil next the wall 
is in a sufficiently moist condition. Loss 
of crop through the fruits being nimble to 
swell off properly from this cause are not 
Infrequent.—H. N\ 

Outside Vine borders should be covered 
with a light mulching, preferably of long 
strawy litter. Before applying the mulch 
it may be necessary to give a thorough 
soaking of water. If the natural drainage 
is good and the soil light, these borders 
will require liberal supplies of water in hot 
weather, and the Grapes will he much 
assisted if a little artificial manure is scat¬ 
tered over the border before the water is 
applied. In mid-season vineries attend to 
the watering of the borders and afford 
various stimulants to encourage the de¬ 
velopment of large berries, especially 
where the rods are well cropped. Plenty 
of atmospheric moisture will now be re¬ 
quired, and also a free circulation of air, 
otherwise the foliage will be apt to become 
scorched. It is wise to err on the side of 
admitting rather more than less air. The 
closing of the houses during the present 
hot weather has to be deferred until late in 
the afternoon, damping every available 
space, as walls, floors, and borders, to pro¬ 
vide humidity.—F. W. G. 

Currants and Gooseberries. —Where the 
larvie of the Gooseberry and Currant saw- 
fly infest the bushes and denude them of 
their leaves they may now be expected to 
put in an appearance, if they have not 
already done so. The best remedies are 
often those of a very simple nature, and 
such is the case in this instance. The in¬ 
fested bushes should first be well wetted 
with a syringe. Then smother the top and 
undersides of the leaves either with soot, 
road dust, or finely-sifted burnt refuse, 
which has been kept dry somewhere under 
cover. The caterpillars become choked by 
the dust, let go their hold, and fall to the 
ground, when they are readily despatched 
by heating them with the back of a spade. 
The bushes must of necessity be thoroughly 
washed afterwards. If this is done, the 
fruit is quite clean and there is no suspi¬ 
cion of any taint being left behind, as is 
tlie case when insecticides and other 
nostrums are used. Two or three applica¬ 
tions may be necessary before tile attack 
is finally subdued.—A. \V. 

Protecting Strawberries from birds.— 

I venture to write to tell you of a simple 
and most effective way of netting the beds. 
1 use stakes about 2 feet 3 inches or 2 feet 
G inches long, and drive them in about 
6 feet to 8 feet apart, running wire from 
stake to stake down the length of the beds 
and about 6 feet to 8 feet lietiveen the 
rows of wires ; none are needed across the 
beds. Then into the top of each stake a 
small wire-nail is driven and left sticking 
up a third of an inch ; the netting can then 
be stretched by being caught by the nails, 
and if the netting is well over the sides, 
with 2 inches or 3 inches on the ground, 
no birds can get ill, and if they get on the 
nets they cannot reach the fruit. I have 
done this for years, and find it perfectly 
effectual and most easy, as the net is un¬ 
hitched in a moment and as quickly re¬ 
placed. Tlie stakes need to lie driven in 
about G inches or 8 inches till firm, and to 
be long enough to be just above the plants, 
and about a foot beyond them at the sides. 

.—M. E. T Ft oil*, 
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VEGETABLES. 

IMPROVING GARDEN SOIL. 

Part of my kitchen garden i« very candy, sub¬ 
soil sand. With a view to alter its nature, I 
am preparing a compost, to be dug in in the 
autumn, of good mould, decayed leaves, and 
garden refuse, wood ashes, etc. Will you eay 
if I can improve this compost by adding a 
cheap artificial manure, and, if so, what 
amount per cubic yard of compost ? Farm¬ 
yard manure is increasingly expensive and 
difficult to obtain.—E. P. 8. 

[Seeing that the staple is already of a 
light, samly nature, and that the subsoil 
also consists of sand, the suggested addi¬ 
tion of leaf-soil and wood ashes would, 
instead of improving it, render it still 
worse by making it lighter and less reten¬ 
tive of moisture. We, therefore, advise 
you to eliminate both, and substitute in¬ 
stead a good quantity of very heavy marly 
soil or clay. Either would have the effect 
of making the staple cooler and more 
moisture-bolding, and therefore less liable 
to dry out in hot weather. The clay, 
before it is mixed with the natural soil, 
should first be dried and then reduced to a 
tine condition by pounding or beating it 
with a turf-beater or anything that will 
crush the lumps sufficiently that the whole 
may be readily incorporated with the 
staple. As regards manure, the best kind 
of material you can employ for such a 
soil is cowshed manure, not in too fresh 
nor in too decomposed a condition. Stable 
manure is unsuitable, as it is of a too hot 
and drying nature. 'Done-meal might be 
added to the marl or clay, but nothing 
would be so suitable or produce such bene¬ 
ficial results as a thorough good dressing 
of cow-manure, which is usually obtain¬ 
able at dairy farms on the outskirts of 
most towns. On account of its cooling 
nature and the tendency if has to impart 
moisture to the soil, sulphate of ammonia 
would be a good manure to apply to the 
surface during tile growing season, but it 
would be of no use for mixing with the 
rompost you suggest applying in autumn. 
Tlie trimmings, or, as they are usually 
termed in the country, “ sidings,” of by¬ 
roads and lanes in limestone districts are 
another class of material that would be of 
possible use iti such a case as yours. 
This, we imagine, would be obtainable in 
your locality, and, as a rule, it can gener¬ 
ally be had for the carting by coming to 
an amicable arrangement with the owners 
of the adjacent land.] 


TUE GROWING OF VEGETAIiLES. 
It surprises me that even in gardening 
papers there is so little allusion to various 
vegetables seldom seen in English gardens. 
I propose only to name the most unusual 
vegetables—not that they are essentially 
better, but they make a change and a 
variety which suit our uncertain climate. 
Some like a hot, dry summer, and some a 
cold, wet one. One of the best of the 
seldom-grown vegetables is 

Seakale Beet, the midribs of which are 
silvery-white and very' lurge, and should be 
cooked like Seakale. The leaves should 
be dressed like Spinach, and look well 
when put on each side of the white stalks, 
which can bo covered with a white sauce. 
It can be dug up and the roots served like 
■Salsify, or they can be left where sown 
in the summer for use in the late autumn. 
If left in the ground they sprout again. 
The second sowing should be made in 
September and the seedlings pricked out, 
when they come in most useful the follow¬ 
ing May and June. 

Rampion.— This grows naturally in the 
valleys of Switzerland. When left in the 
garden, the long-stalked flowers do most 
beautifully in witter and last well. The 
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seed is exceedingly small, and should be 
mixed with a little dry sand to prevent 
one sowing too thickly. Even then the 
seedlings will require much thinning out. 
It is best sown in drills in May. The 
young leaves are used as a salad or cooked 
like Spinach, and some plants are left 
for the flowers the following year. Here, 
again, the roots may be c-ooked, and are 
good with a cheese sauce. 

Witloof Chicory.— Few people, even when 
they grow it, understand the art of blanch¬ 
ing this. Sown* in June and well thinned 
out to quite (i inches apart and watered 
ill very dry weather, it should he dug up 
in October, and after the leaves have been 
cut off. the plant, roots and all, should be 
left on tlie bed exposed to the air for a 
fortnight or three weeks ; then the roots 
should be planted in deep boxes, leaving 
8 inches between tlie soil and the top of 
the box. A cover of some sort ought to be 
put on the box to exclude the light, and 
the box put into the warmest place you 
have. It would do in a bathroom, or in a 
warm greenhouse under the stage.— Mrs. 
Eari.e in The Garden. 


SPRAYING POTATOES. 
SiqiAYi.Nu is undoubtedly of the greatest 
value in reducing disease to a minimum, 
otherwise large market growers, who have 
to depend for a living on the crops they 
produce, would waste neither time nor 
money on it. There are, of course, those 
who aver that spraying is not worth the 
trouble, but the number of farmers and 
gardeners bolding this view is diminishing 
annually. A great deal of money has been 
expended by the State and other bodies in 
experimenting with a view to determining 
the value or otherwise of spraying, and 
the results generally are markedly in 
favour of this item in cultivation. 

\Ye do not suppose that many individual 
allotment holders will care to purchase 
the materials and act alone; in fact, the 
cost of the necessary ingredients is now so 
high thut it would hardly be worth while. 
At the present time, however, there are 
many colonies of plot holders, varying in 
number from 20 to 200 or more, and iu 
their case combination and co-operation 
will solve tlie difficulty. Let each colony 
at once elect a small committee to find out 
the quantity of material required to spray 
nil the Potatoes in the plots, and having 
done so, immediately get an estimate from 
a seedsman or horticultural chemist for 
the supply. This will show at once the 
cost per head, according to the area each 
lias to spray. Allowance must also be 
made for the hire of spraying apparatus, 
and possibly for men to do the work and 
supervise the projier mixing of the in¬ 
gredients. These are details which can be 
arranged between now and the end of 
June or early July, when the first spraying 
is usually done. The important point is 
that if plot holders seriously think of 
spraying they must set about securing the 
materials now. 

The standard spray fluid for Potatoes is 
Bordeaux mixture, composed of sulphate 
of copper and lime mixed in water. The 
ordinary formula is sulphate of copper 
(08 per cent.) 12 lbs., quicklime ti lbs. to 
100 gallons of water. From 120 to 130 
gallons may lie applied per acre. A 
further point in cultivation, which is help¬ 
ful iu combating disease, is to see that the 
Potatoes are thoroughly “earthed up” or 
“ landed,” as the thicker the layer of soil 
a In iu t them the less chance there is of 
spores, dropping from the leaves, reaching 
the tubers.— Irish Gardening. 


Broccoli, Cauliflowers, etc., dying_I 

shall be much obliged if you can tell me 
what is affecting ali my young Broccoli, 


Cauliflowers, and Brussels Sprouts. They 
are dying wholesale, and on digging up I 
find the roots covered with minute white 
grubs. The leaves are also affected. I enclose 
two, also some flying insects (on wet paint), 
which are now covering the plants.— War 
Garden. 

[The specimen flies forwarded are those 
of the Cabbage fly (Anthomyia brassic®), 
and the grubs which are eating the stems 
and causing the collapse of the plants are 
tlie la me of the same. The females lay 
their eggs iu the steins of the plants near 
the roots while they are in the seed drills 
or beds. Their presence is never suspected 
until the plants begin to look sickly and 
flag, and ultimately collapse altogether. 
Growers who are in Die habit of having 
this pest to contend with usually take tlie 
precaution to well puddle tlie roots of the 
plants, before setting tbym out, in a mix¬ 
ture of clay and soot. Tills should be done 
to such an extent that a good quantity of 
the puddle adheres both to the stems and 
roots. This is also a good tiling to do 
when setting out Bj-nssieus iii dry weather, 
as it keeps tlie roots moist and cool, giving 
the plunts a good start. The soil in gar¬ 
dens where this ]>est is troublesome should 
either lie limed or dressed witli a soil 
fumigant when digging. Wood-ashes 
should also lie mixed with tlie soil at the 
time of seed-sowing. (See also reply to 
“ Grace Gardener.”] 

Cauliflowers dying off —My Cauliflowers 
Early Bird and Autumn Giant are going 
wrong. They started off all right, and 
now, after about five weeks, they drop off 
one after the other. Iu pulling up the 
faded plants, I find little maggots in the 
roots. Early London, planted a fortnight 
later, is all right, so far. What is wrong 
with them? —Grace Gardener. 

[The grubs In question are the lame of 
the Cabbage fly (Anthomyia brassleie), a 
most difficult pest to deal with, as the 
winged female insect deposits its eggs in 
the stems near the roots, and an infesta¬ 
tion is never suspected until the eggs 
hatch out and the grubs begin to feed on 
tlie inner portion of the stems and cause 
the plants first to flag and Anally to col¬ 
lapse. The strewing of sawdust or road 
dust saturated with paraffin between the 
plants is recommended as a palliative, but 
we think that when this pest is trouble¬ 
some steps should be taken to apply a- 
dressing of lime or a soil fumigant at tlie 
time of digging, and to always take the 
precaution to dip the roots of the plants, 
when drawing them from the seed drills, 
in a mixture of clay and soot made slightly 
thicker than paint by tlie addition of 
water before planting them out. This Is 
a simple but still one of the best remedies 
to use In relation to this particular itest. 
(See also rejily to “ War Garden.”] 

Trenching. —Tlie remarks on trenching, 
page 314, by “M.,” are practical and to 
the point in the light of what has happened 
in so many parts of the country this spring. 
Deep digging has been practised on not a 
few wartime allotments where there has 
been little soil, the result being that clay 
has been brought to the surface, and in 
this material seed has been sown, and the 
outcome up to now is far from satisfactory. 
An example of misguided enthusiasm came 
under my notice a few months ago, where 
a man, in digging a piece of ground, placed 
the loam 3 feet below the surface and 
brought all the clay and marl to the top. 
In this medium Onions were planted and 
Carrots and Parsnips sown. Needless to 
say, they are not thriving, and it is ques¬ 
tionable whether the crops will he worth 
anything at all. The man has now learnt 
by experience that the soil needful for the 
production of his crop is too far removed 
from the roots, and it is his intention in 
the autumn to undo what it took him weeks 
to accomplish. —Leaiierst. 
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BEE8. 


HRATHER HONEY. 

With the advent of July the bee-keeper 
must bear in mind that it is the last month 
of tlie honey flow, unless lie lie in a 
Heather district, which carries the season 
on to September. I have no personal ex- 
jierience of Heather honey, but I know 
that this kind of honey calls for special 
treatment. It is thicker, and should not 
be allowed to be mixed with other kinds. 
When the Heather comes into bloom hives 
must receive newly-fitted crates and lie 
removed .bodily to the moors. The ex¬ 
tracting of Heather honey is a difficult 
and sometimes elaborate proceeding, the 
combs being either taken immediately 
from the hives to the extractor, or, if this 
cannot lie done, they must lie crushed in 
a special honey press at a high temiiera- 
ture. The ordinary bee-keeper, however, 
will consider the end of July as tile normal 
close of the lioney acacia, and will work 
accordingly. Supply new supers tact¬ 
fully. Before doing so try and get your 
frames or sections all sealed over. With 
tills in view it Is wise to move the shallow 
frames from the middle of the super, 
where they are tilled first and more 
quickly, to the outside, sliding the outside 
ones into the middle. If working for sec¬ 
tion lioney take off the section crate and 
sort the sections, removing the sealed ones 
to the outside, the outside partly-filled 
ones to tlie middle. Then return the 
crate. Bees always fill up the centre be¬ 
fore the sides or ends,, both in the case of 
shallow frames and sections. Add fresh 
sutlers, if and when required, of course. 

In Gardening of May Ulitli last I sug¬ 
gested a well-recognised mode of treating 
swarms profitably. There is another 
method many make use of which has its 
advantages, but disadvantages also. The 
latter include certain queonlossness for 
several days and the risk of ultimate total 
queenlessness. I am acquainted with two 
apiarians who have adopted the following 
mode with distinct success, nevertheless 
(•warms sometimes come off in July, and 
so I will give it for those who wish 
another string to their bow. Take the 
swarm and lay the sleep down close at 
hand oil a sheet, slightly wedging up one 
side to allow all bees to enter. Now go 
through the brood of the parent stock, 
frame by frame. Cut out all queen cells 
but one good strong one nearest the 
middle. Be careful to return the brood- 
frames in their original order. Replace 
supers, etc. Now lay your sheet in front 
of the ]iarent hive and pour the swarm 
out along it, not in a heap, lgit in a sort 
of line. Watch for the queen, with whom 
running bees will be seen. Hold your 
skep enticingly in front of any running 
bees, and keep drawing It away. When 
you see your chance kill the queen and 
remove her carcase at once. Then let the 
liees enter the hive (not the skep), gently 
encouraging them towards it where neces¬ 
sary with a puff of smoke. Should the 
queen by some mischance get back into 
tlie parent hive the method has obviously 
failed. The thing to do then is either to 
find her on tlie brood combs or, failing 
tills, to cut out the one remaining queen 
cell. The above plan, when successful, 
leaves the stock very strong and gives a 
new vigorous queen, though it interrupts 
honey-making for several days. 

I would advise all readers who intend to 
buy honey to negotiate now at once with 
bee-keeiiers at first hand. Bees are work¬ 
ing very fast, and extracting has already 
^gun. , ^ B. R. H. 
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OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

I.x bi.oom Junk 19th. —Asperuia Gussani, 
A. suberosa, Androsaces (in variety), 
Mazus rugosus, Aniridias (in variety), 
Houstonia carulea, Saponarias (in 
variety), Hutcliinsia ulpina, Gypsupliilas 
(in variety), Dryas odopdala, Wulilen- 
bergias (in variety), Ourisia coocinea, 
jEthionemas (in variety), Unosma albo- 
roseum, 0. tauricum, Arenarias (in 
variety). Antirrhinum ylutinosum, Oxalis 
(in variety), Ramondia pyrenaica, R. 
Mathaliw, alpine l’hhiTcs (in variety), 
Vcntsteman Scouleri. 1'. rupicola, Litlw- 
s per mums (in variety), il a licrlea rhodo- 
pensis, Saxifrages (in variety). Cotyledon 
simpticifolius, Violas (in variety ), Omplia- 
lodes cappadociea, (>. Lu cilia;, Diant Inis 
(in variety), Ajuga replans variegala, 
Seda las (in variety), Olobttlaria- liana. 
Antennarias (in variety), Lrwisia Ilotrelli, 
Paten tilt an (in variety), Mertensia eehi- 
oiiies, Lychnis (in variety), Parochetus 
communis, Cerastiums (in variety), Silene 
alpestvis, X. Schafta, Cliciraittlius (in 
variety), Frodium liybridum, E. sitpra- 
cattum, Arabia (in variety). Dwarf Veroni¬ 
cas (in variety), Leonlopodium alpinum, 
Astragalus niopspessiilanus, Linnm 
alpinum, 1. arboreum, Lotus cornieuliUas 
fl.-pl., Cypripedinm speelabile (the Mocas¬ 
sin-flower), hardy Primulas (in variety), 
Epi media ms, Thatictrums (in variety), 
Tradeseantia Virginian, Achillean (in 
variety), llel ian I Item urns (in many shades 
of colour). Ononis frill icoso , O. rot an di- 
fol ia , (Inaphnliinn Irinerre, Heueheras (in 
variety l, Hempen'/rums (in variety) Cam¬ 
panulas (in great variety). Delphinium 
nudicattlc, Hypericums tin variety), 
dwarf and prostrate growing (lenis/as (in 
variety), Cistus (in variety). Thymus Ser- 
pyllum (in several shades of colour), 
Lupins (in variety), AyuHcyias tin variety), 
Chrysogonum virginianutn, Ostrowskia 
magniflea, Eremurus (in variety), Trol- 
lius (Globe-flower), Erigerons, Anchusas 
(in variety), Gazan in splendent. Tufted 
Pansies (in variety). Liliums (in variety), 
Nepeta Mussini, Herbaceous and Tree 
Paunirs (in variety), Eremurus (in 
variety). Iris (many species and varieties ), 
Pyrvthrums, Chrysanthemum maximum 
(in variety), Meconopsis (in variety). Her¬ 
baceous Phloxes, Delphiniums, Ganns (in 
variety). Potentilias (in variety), Galegas, 
Dicentra sprctabilis, Dictamnus Fraxi- 
nclla, Foxgloves (various co/ours). Draco- 
eephalum bulla turn, Fpilobium angusti- 
fulium. Molina longifolia, <F not her as (in 
variety), Fust Lothian Stocks, Pent- 
slemons (in variety), Antirrhinums (in 
many colours). Heliotrope, Calceolaria am-, 
piexicaulis. Carnations, Siveet Peas, 
Clematis (in variety), Roses (many species 
and varieties), Jasminum pritnulinum. 
Polygonum baldschuanicuni, Escallonia 
macrantha, Carpentaria califbrniea, Ceano- 
thus (in variety), Deutzius (in variety). 
Viburnums, Diervillas (in variety), 
Spirwas, Choisga ternata, shrubby Veroni¬ 
cas (in variety). Grevillva sutphurca, Caly- 
canthus floridus, Rhododendrons (in 
variety), Azaleas, Andromedas, Daphnes 
(in variety), lierberis (in variety), Colutea 
arboreseens, Robintas, Seneeio Oreyi, 
Rn phiolcpis orata, Carex paniculata, 
Rodgersia podophylla, Sagittarius, Caltlias 
(in variety). Nymph was (in variety). 

The week’s work. —Many alpines which 
are passing out of flower have been cut 
back, except in cases where seed is re¬ 
quired. The propagation of various plants 
will now be carried out as cuttings become 
ready, as it is advisable to raise fresh 
stock to replace any plants which have 
become too large for their positions or 
that may have died. The cutting beds 
have been prepared by placing a lied of 
sand 9 inches to 12 inches deep in cold 
frames. In this the cuttings are inserted 
and the sand kept constantly moist by 
sprinkling with a rose can three or four 
times daily. The frames are kept quite 


close and no .shading whatever is given. 
Treated in this manner, tne euti.ngs of 
most subjects root freely in a few weeks. 
Anemones seed so freely that it is only de¬ 
sirable to save seeds from the brightest and 
best flowers. These were marked when in 
bloom. The seeds are very woolly, and are 
not easily separated from each other, but 
it is necessary that this should be done, 
therefore mix with them fine sand and rub 
them together. A very fine surface is 
needed for the reception of these seeds. I 
prefer to sow ill drills rather than broad¬ 
cast, as the beds arc afterwards much 
more easily weeded. Make the soil 
moderately firm, and if it is well drained 
and kept moist the seedlings will appear in 
from three to four weeks. Wallflowers 
sown early in May must now he pricked 
out in lines 1 foot apart, allowing a dis¬ 
tance of 9 inches betwppn the plants. Soil 
which has not been recently manured is 
best for Wallflowers, as growth is then 
more bushy and sturdy. Tn transplanting 
from the seed beds, pineli off the tap root, 
as this induces the plants to make 
numerous fibrous roots near the surface, 
and the plants can then lie lifted in 
autumn with good halls, which is not tlie 
case when the tap roots are leit intact. 
Another advantage is that plants grown in 
this way stand the winter better. Until 
tlie plants make new roots and become 
established they must not he allowed to 
suffer from want of water. 

F. W. Gallop. 

t.ilfnrd Hull Gardens, Oundlr. Northauts. 

SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Chrysanthemums. — These have been 
shifted into the pots in which they will 
bloom, and arranged on an open space 
having a hard base covered with finely- 
sifted cinder-ashes. Staking will lie done 
as soon as the arranging is completed and 
an improvised trellis erected to which the 
stakes will lie attached to prevent the 
plants being blown over by the high winds. 
The compost, of a substantial and rich 
nature, was made quite firm about tlie halls 
with potting sticks. The potyng was done 
just at the right moment—i.e., before the 
pots became too well filled with roots. 

Celosia plumosa _A good number of 

plants has been given the final shift, the 
pots employed being G inches and 7 inches 
in diameter. The compost contained, in 
addition to the usual ingredients, a small 
quantity of artificial manure. To he suc¬ 
cessful with Celosias, the plants must be 
kept growing continuously from the seed¬ 
ling stage until the final shift is given. 
They must flot at any time be allowed to 
become pot-bound, as the latter condition 
brings about premature flowering. A 
warm greenhouse temperature suits them 
until they come into flower, and to preserve 
the foliage intact down to the rims of tlie 
pots they should he stood a good distance 
apart on the stage and kept well up to the 
light to avert a drawn and attenuated 
grow th. Moist surroundings and a dewing 
over with the syringe twice daily tend to 
keep insect pests in check. As soon as the 
plumes begin to develop, the plants should 
he moved to the flowering-house or con¬ 
servatory. 

Perpetual Carnations _A considerable 

number of plants which will bloom during 
the winter have received their final shift. 
These will lie grown for the present in a 
cold pit and kept lightly shaded and freely 
ventilated. 

Coleuses. —Though out of fashion, a few 
well-grown plants are Very attractive when 
suitably arranged in the greenhouse or 
conservatory. The final potting is being 
given a hatch which will he grown in the 
form of hushes. These, until they attain 
the desired form and size, will he kept in 
heat and frequently stopped. 

Gloxinias. —As the plants are now 
coining into bloom generally, less atmo¬ 
spheric moisture and a free circulation of 
air are necessary, otherwise the flower- 
stems will be weak and unable to support 
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the blooms in an erect position as they 
should do. That the display may extend 
over as long a period as possible the roof 
should be shaded. 

Hydrangeas. —The latest lot of plants 
must be afforded an abundant e of air and 
lie well supplied with stimulants, if large, 
well-developed heads of bloom are wished 
for. If necessary to retard the blooming 
a light shade should be afforded in blight 
weather. Give the plants ample space and 
see that the roots do not want for water. 

Hardy fruit garden —A look out for 
signs of Pears being infested with the 
larvae of the gnat-midge (Diplosis pyrivora) 
must now be kept. Their presence is 
noticeable even to an ordinary observer by 
the fruit assuming a swollen and distorted 
appearance. Such should be picked and 
burnt. There is, unfortunately, no remedy 
known up to the present with which to 
combat this pest. Apple-trees, if infested 
with caterpillars, should, if the ground be¬ 
neath is uncropped, be sprayed with 
Swift's arsenate of lead, mixing from 4 oz. 
to 6 oz. in 10 gallons of water. If fruit 
such as Strawberries or vegetables are 
grown as an under crop, the arsenate of 
lead should not be used. This proviso is 
inserted so that no mistake should be made, 
as ouite recently, after advising that some 
badly infested trees should be sprayed with 
arsenate, it transpired that Strawberries 
were grown beneath them. Fortunately, 
there was time to prevent the advice being 
carried into effect. Correspondents and 
others, when seeking assistance re such 
matters, should be very careful to state 
whether there is an under crop and its 
nature. 

Late Peas. —A good sowing of late varie¬ 
ties should take place now and another at 
the end of the month. As previously men¬ 
tioned. each row should stand from 10 feet 
to 12 feet apart and be quite in the open. 
If the drills were prepared as advised, no 
apprehension need be felt as to their suf¬ 
fering from the effects of drought should 
a dry spell occur later on ; and should 
water have to be applied, the plants will 
benefit therefrom to the full. 

Main crop Peas _Pay every attention to 

these in regard to moulding and staking 
before they get too far advanced, and on 
light soils apply a mulch on either side of 
the rows to conserve moisture. 

General vtork. —Of this there is now a 
superabundance in the kitchen garden. 
Carrots and Beet require to be filially 
thinned, and recently-sown Turnips are 
also ready for attention in the same way. 
To maintain a continuous supply, more 
French Beans should he sown, and any 
surplus there may be of pods on previously 
sown rows should be salted down and pre¬ 
served, for winter use. Keep up a regular 
and good supply of salading, and as fast as 
the plants become ready fill up vacant plots 
with Cabbage, Savoys, Cauliflowers, 
autumn and early-winter Broccoli, and 
Kale in variety. The weather, so far, has 
been propitious for the killing of weeds by 
hoeing, and the more the hoe can be kept 
at work amongst the various crops, not 
only will their numbers be lessened, but 
there will also be less need for watering. 

Bedding out. —This, with the planting of 
all the more tender subjects, including 
Dahlias and sub-tropical plants, should now 
lie brought to a close. Until well estab¬ 
lished, other bedding plants recently srt 
out should he kept well supplied with 
water at tile roots. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Red and White Currant bushes have 
made a considerable amount of growth, 
and summer pruning must now be carried 
out, as this will admit more sunlight and 
air to the interior of the bushes, and the 
fruits will swell hotter. Stop the side 
growths at the fourth leaf, but do not 
shorten the leaders for another week or 
two. Both Red and White Currants do 
well when grown as cordons on walls, and 

Digitized by CjO< 


such plants produce choice fruits suitable 
for dessert. If some are planted on either 
a north or east wall, the season when Cur¬ 
rants are available will be considerably 
prolonged. The shoots of cordon trees 
should be cut back as in the case of the 
bush specimens. The leading shoots 
should be laid in intact, unless they have 
already covered the allotted space. In 
this latter case the points should be 
pinched out. Do not stop the shoots of 

Black Currant bushes until after the 
fruits are gathered, when all unnecessary 
growths should be removed and any other 
necessary thinning done. 

Gooseberries should be stopped in the 
same manner as advised for Bed Currants. 
If the berries were thinned, those left will 
develop rapidly. The finer dessert varie¬ 
ties should be afforded copious supplies of 
water during dry weather ,and tne foliage 
should be well syringed in order to pre¬ 
vent red-spider. After the watering is 
finished the ground should bo mulched, if a 
mulch has not already been applied. 
There are heavy crops of all small fruits 
in this locality. Aphis has recently ap¬ 
peared on the shoots in great numbers, but 
if the young growths are pinched as recom¬ 
mended and at once burned this will de¬ 
stroy most of them. A thorough washing 
with the garden engine afterwards will 
generally suffice to make the bushes clean. 
Every effort must be made to cleanse them 
before the fruit commences to ripen, or 
many of the berries will be spoiled. 

Asparagus has been very plentiful and of 
first-rate quality. Now that the earliest 
Peas arc in. cutting will‘soon entirely 
cease. Attention must now be devoted to the 
production of good top growth to help bud 
formation for another season’s crop. One 
of the most important points to be con¬ 
sidered in good Asparagus cultivation is 
freedom from weeds in tile beds, as if 
weeds are allowed to make headway much 
damage will be done. The beds must be 
hand-weeded, it being impossible to use a 
hoe without damaging the Asparagus. On 
light soils a moderate sprinkling of salt 
mid applications of liquid-manure from tile 
farmyard will be beneficial. Another 
point of great importance is the necessity 
of supporting the growths in places ex¬ 
posed to the wind. When Asparagus tops 
are much shaken by the wind, and the 
growths sometimes get broken off, the 
roots suffer. Especially is support neces¬ 
sary in the case of freshly-planted crowns, 
which need all the help possible from top 
growths the first two summers, and pre¬ 
cautions must be adopted in good tune. 
Pea stakes thrust in firmly all over the 
bed will give sufficient support, or stakes 
driven in at regular spaces and connected 
with stout twine will answer very well. 

Cauliflowers are now plentiful and good. 
The foliage is tied up immediately after the 
heads are set, to keep them white. It is 
necessary to keep the plants well supplied 
with moisture, affording liquid-manure at 
intervals. Immediately they are ready for 
cutting, the plants are lifted, nhd those not 
required for immediate use suspended with 
their heads downwards in a cool shed, 
where they remain in good condition for 
several days. Successional hatches of later 
varieties have had the soil about the plants 
stirred with a draw hoe, working the soil 
well around the stthns, afterwards apply¬ 
ing a mulch of manure. Continue to plant 
Cauliflowers raised from later sowings. 

Brussels Sprouts. —The hoe should be 
frequently and thoroughly worked between 
the rows. In the case of poor soils, slight 
applications of some concentrated manure 
should be dusted over the roots in showery 
weather. They will also be greatly bene¬ 
fited by a mulching of farmyard manure, 
especially if the weather continues dry. 
Make a final planting of later-raised plants, 
selecting a piece of good land for this crop. 
I find the variety Dwarf Gem a very suit¬ 
able one for planting at this season. 
Attend to the staking of 

Runner Beans immediately they begin 
to run. There are few crops which yield 


a better return during summer and 
autumn, especially if the best varieties are 
grown and good culture afforded. One of 
the most important items is to provide the 
Aunts with long supports. These should 
ic (except in very exposed places) at least 
from 8 feet to 10 feet in height. If the 
growths are stopped at this point and the 
plants allowed sufficient room, they will 
continue to grow and bear freely until cut 
down by frost in autumn. Apply a good 
mulching immediately the staking is com¬ 
pleted, and keep the roots well supplied 
with moisture. Those in earlier stages 
which were planted out from boxes will 
soon lie coming into flower, and if the 
growths can lie syringed early every after¬ 
noon after hot days it will encourage a free 
and early set. 

Potatoes ill this locality are looking re¬ 
markably well, and all are sufficiently ad¬ 
vanced to complete tile earthing up of the 
plants. Before earthing up Potatoes make 
sure that the surface of the soil is first 
thoroughly freed from weeds by flat hoe¬ 
ing it. When extra fine tubers are re¬ 
quired for any special purpose the growths 
should be thinned to two or three of the 
strongest shoots. This is easily accom¬ 
plished by placing the feet near the plant 
and drawing the weakest growths out with 
the hand. Many of the kitchen-garden 
crops need to be supplied with water both 
at the roots and overhead. Plenty of 
water is not only of value in increasing the 
weight of the crop, but it also improves 
the quality. F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Late Tomatoes. —In districts where 
Tomatoes cannot be relied upon to finish in 
the open air a good and useful crop mav 
be obtained from plants put into 9-incli 
pots round about the present time. These 
can lie placed in a sheltered spot and grown 
on in the usual way until the fruits have 
been gathered from those already in pots 
under glass. After these are finished, 
those which are potted at this season will 
take their places, and will furnish a satis¬ 
factory supply of late fruits. 

Planting out. —Favoured by what has 
been, on the whole, suitable weather, 
planting out has, been almost finished. 
There remain a few of the more tender 
things, such as Aloysia citriodora, but the 
work will be finished during the week. 

Dahlias. —Where these have been, owing 
to circumstances, planted out in a dormant 
state, a look round occasionally is abso¬ 
lutely necessary. Slugs are very fond of 
the young growths peering through the 
ground; indeed, they will attack them 
before they reach that stage. If not 
promptly suppressed, disappointment is 
sure to follow, so if any signs of their 
presence are seen or suspected a sprinkling 
of soot or a handful of rough ashes laid 
over the stations will prove effectual. 
Stakes, of course, ought now to be in posi¬ 
tion. 

Hardy annuals. —Early and rather severe 
thinning is necessary if the best results 
are to be attained, as when crowding is 
permitted spindly plants and a fleeting dis¬ 
play will result. Many hardy annuals will 
transplant satisfactorily, but Mignonette, 
Poppies, and Lupins cannot bo relied upon 
from transplanting. To check slugs dust 
freely with soot. 

Border Chrysanthemums _These, now 

making free growth, must not be neglected. 
Some pinch out the tips of the plants, while 
others allow them to grow on unchecked. 
It matters little which method is adopted, 
but in ajiy case the plants need to be 
timeouslv secured to their stakes. 
Damage is quite as apt to result from the 
effects of rain upon the brittle and suc¬ 
culent shoots as from wind. Let tile ties 
be loose, and keep the hoe at work among 
the plants, remembering that occasional 
stirring not only keeps down weeds, but 
checks evaporation as well. 
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Roses. —So far, there is little to com¬ 
plain about in respect of the progress made 
in the majority of cases. It has been 
found, however, that some varieties of 
Hybrid Teas have suffered more severely 
than was anticipated at pruning time. 
While there appeared to be life in the 
shoots, it has not been sufficient to sup¬ 
port the growths, and it is just as well to 
get rid of these plants without delay. At 
this particular time their places can be 
temporarily filled with suitable substitutes. 
In the other plants growth has been ex¬ 
cellent and vigorous, and a good promise 
of bloom is apparent. Suckers on grafted 
pieces must be removed as they make their 
appearance. 

Small .fruit quarters are being cleaned 
down. It has not hitherto been possible to 
attend to them, and, in any case, it is 
always advisable to delay this work until 
the crops are set. A run through with 
the hoe is in most cases all that is re¬ 
quired, and this will put the quarters tidy 
for some time. A plantation of Hasp- 
berries which has been infested with that 
pest Bell-bind (Convolvulus) has entailed 
more work, this weed being cleared out as 
effectively as possible. Crops of Goose¬ 
berries and Currants are amply fulfilling 
the expectations raised some tune ago, the 
crops of both, especially of Gooseberries, 
being considerably over the average. A 
slight attack of caterpillar on the latter 
was observed, and promptly dealt with by 
dressings of dry soot. It is curious to 
note that the attack was confined to one 
variety—Golden Lion—of which bushes 
were infected in different places. Never¬ 
theless, the bushes, irrespective of variety, 
received a regular, but moderate, dressing. 

Wall fruit. —Watering in the case of all 
wall trees has been completed. In quite 
a short time it will be possible to say with 
some degree of certainty what results may 
be expected, but present appearances indi¬ 
cate at all events very fair crops. In the 
case of Peaches and of Nectarines super¬ 
fluous shoots are being gradually reduced, 
and at the same time a little thinning is 
being done among the fruit. The set has 
been remarkably free, but it is as well not 
to thin too drastically. Mulchings have 
been shaken up and reinforced in the case 
of these trees, and in the case of Pears 
upon which the crop is visibly assured— 
for example, Jargonelle, Beurre Giffard, 
B. Hardy, Glou Morceau, and Louise 
Bonne de Jersey—the trees have been 
mulched with half-rotted manure after 
having been watered. 

Cucumbers _It is a good plan to raise a 

few young plants now (this can readily be 
done either bv cuttings or from seeds), and 
should any plant in bearing show signs of 
exhaustion a young one can be dropped 
into its place without delay. Abundance 
of moisture is necessary. Frequent top- 
dressings are necessary, and these arc, I 
think, of more use than artificial manures. 

Repotting hard-wooded plants.— Hard- 
wooded plants are grown still, but in ever- 
decreasing numbers. One of the most im¬ 
portant items in their cultivation is: Never 
be in a hurry to shift and never give too 
large a shift. In repotting, let the roots 
be disturbed as little as possible: indeed, 
the mere removing of crocks and drainage 
ought to be performed cautiously. While 
a soft-wooded plant may not suffer from 
having its collar buried a little, such a 
course is fatal to plants with a woody 
stem. Peat is absolutely indispensable in 
the case of many of this type of plant, and 
very firm potting is equally necessary. 
The soil may be well rammed home with a 
blunt potting-stiek, and very careful water¬ 
ing is needed for some time afterwards. 
Use the svringe, however, freely over the 
foliage. Generally speaking, in the case of 
hard-wooded plants file best time at which 
to repot is, it will be found, directly after 
flowering. 

General work in the vegetable garden 

has to some extent been interfered with by 



remarked that June, so far, instead of 
being called the “leafy ” month, ought to 
be referred to as the “leaky” month for 
once in a way. Nevertheless, if it be true 
as the old weather saw says: “A dripping 
June keeps things in tune,” no great liarm 
will ensue, and the soil very quickly dries 
up, so that work is never unduly delayed. 
Further, the moist state of the quarters 
permits thinning to be done with the mini¬ 
mum of check or of disturbance in the case 
of Beet, Parsley, Turnips, Onions, and Car¬ 
rots, successional crops of which have 
claimed attention. Sowings of early or of 
second early Peas may now be got in, 
although in this district these sowings are 
rather a lottery. Cleaning among Pota¬ 
toes previous to moulding up is being 
pushed on as opportunity offers, and, with 
a view to early transplanting, the Leek 
quarter has been forked up, levelled, and 
lined off. This work done in advance saves 
time when the young plants are ready. 

W. McGuffoo. 

Balmae Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

June 19th, 1917. 

The Hall was again well filled with ex¬ 
hibits on the occasion of the fortnightly 
meeting belli on the above-named date. 
Hardy plants, as befits the month of June, 
made a great display, herbaceous Pieonies 
being prominent. Roses, too, from half-a- 
dozen of the leading growers constituted a 
feast of this flower. Carnations, botli the 
border and perpetual-flowering sorts, were 
particularly well represented. Orchids, 
too, were seen in increasing numbers. 

HARDY-FLOWERING SHRUBS. 

Particularly well-grown specimens of 
many things were attractively staged by 
Mr. Charles Turner, Slough, whose group 
contained not a few of the best of the 
Mock Oranges (Philadelphus). Quite the 
most prominent was the double white 
Virginale. Conquete is another fine double, 
and both are sweetly-scented. For size, 
none equalled P. grandiflorus speciosus, 
though it perhaps flowers less freely than 
some. F. Avalanche (a pure white flowered 
variety, not inaptly named) and Manteau 
d'Hermine (creamy-white semi-double) 
were others of note. Quite elegant, too, 
was Spiraea sorbifolia, whose panicles of 
pure white flowers and pinnate leaves were 
very pretty. Weigela (Diervilla) in 
variety afforded colour to the group, as 
did also Ixmicera Heckrottt and L. 
Henderson! Mr. L. It. Russell showed a 
very beautiful lot of Japanese Maples in 
]H>ts, plants of tine ornament and distinc¬ 
tion, and admirably suited to cultivation 
in the open air. Some notable sorts were 
Acer palmatum roseo-marginatum, A. p. 
snngulneum, A. p. septemlobum elegans, 
A. p. palmatitidum. A. japonicum aureum. 
A. colchicum aureum, and A. e. rubrum. I 
In particularly good sjiecimens, their 
garden value was apparent at a glance. 
Messrs. Piper again contributed a miscel¬ 
laneous group of shrubs and climbers, the 
latter largely represented by well-grown 
Clematises In big pots. 

SWEET PEAS AND ANTIRRHINUMS. 

No groups of I’eas were shown, though 
three new varieties gained Awards of 
Merit. These were Elegance (a very 
pretty pink-flowered variety from Messrs. 
Alex. Dickson, Belfast), Mrs. Tom Jones 
(coloured violet and mauve), and Alex. 
Malcolm (of bright reddish-carmine), 
these two being staged by Messrs. Dobbie 
and Co. All belong to the waved class, 
and were characterised by length of stem 
and fine flowers. Of the Antirrhinums, 
Messrs. W. H. Simpson and Sons sent a 
considerable collection from Birmingham, 
the more distinct including Carmine King, 
Golden Beauty, and The Fawn. 


HARDY PLANTS AND ALPINES. 

A very Interesting lot of alpines was 
shown by Messrs. R. Tucker and Sons, not 
least among many being a well-flowered 
batch of Phyteuma comosum (whose club- 
shaped purple flowers are singularly 
curious). Campanula Raineri, C. pseudo- 
Raineri, C. garganica hirsuta (whose 
countless pale-blue starry flowers encircle 
mound-like tufts of hairy leaves in a quite 
distinct way) were also shown. Allium 
pedemontanum (rose flowers) and the pure 
white Silene alpestris grandiflora fl.-pl. 
were notable. Convolvulus nitidus and C. 
incauus (both silvery-leaved sorts, the 
former good for the moraine) were also 
on view. Very interesting, too, to the few 
who knew them—they would have been in¬ 
finitely more so to a much larger number 
had the S]>ecimens been named—were the 
many things brought from Colesborne by 
Mr. H. J. Elwes, Lilies. Orchids, stove, 
bulbous, and other plants being noted. Of 
the hardy plants, Orchis foliosa and a very 
dark variety, almost as large as the last, 
which we took to be a form of O. latifolia. 
caught the eye at once. A rich-orange 
Tropteolum, having affinity with T. poly- 
phyllum, was obviously a plant of merit, 
while a richly-coloured Lily, probably L. 
Willmottse, was noted among other things. 
The rarest tiling among stove bulbous 
plants was the bigeneric hybrid Ureeo- 
charis Clibrani, of which a well-flowered 
spike was shown. Messrs. J. Cheal and 
Sons contributed cut Iheonies, also Craw¬ 
ley Star and White Star Dahlias. From 
Mr. ,T. C. Allgrove came many good tilings, 
not least being the orange-flowered Trol- 
lius I.edehnuri, which gained an Award of 
Merit. The colour is exceptional, the 
large, saucer-formed flowers being semi¬ 
double. Other good things from the same 
source were Eremurus Ware! in two varie¬ 
ties and E. Lemon Queen. Of such tilings 
as Fremontin californica. Magnolia parvi- 
flora, and Philadelphus Virginale there 
were goodly displays, the golden-yellow 
flowers of the first constituting a con¬ 
siderable attraction. Northolirion Hook¬ 
er!. too, was noted among rare things. 
In a rather extensive exhibit from Mr. 
G. W. Miller the outstanding feature was 
a big central group of the pink-flowered 
Erigeron B. Ladhams. Less than 2 feet 
high, anil very freely flowered, it is the 
most distinct sort we know. Spikes of 
Lilium Martagon album were remarked 
together with Heueheras, Verba scums, aud 
other showy subjects. Pieonies and a col¬ 
lection of alpines were shown by Mr. G. 
Reutlie, in whose group a flue ex aid pie of 
Gentiana lutea was remarked. On quite a 
large scale was the exhibit of Pieonies and 
Delphiniums from Messrs. J. Kelway and 
Sons, the former including such good 
things as Bunch of Perfume, Queen Alex¬ 
andra (white), Queen of Spain (rose- 
coloured guard ]ietals. with golden centre), 
and Lady of Langixirt (pink). Dusky 
Monarch and Warspite (both very dark) 
were among the best of the Delphiniums. 
These latter were very finely shown by 
Messrs. II. Canned and Sons. Mrs. Robert 
Cobb (a very distinct mauve-coloured sort) 
standing out well. 

CARNATIONS. 

Border sorts were shown by Mr. J. 
Douglas, whose Ziska (cinnabar-red). In¬ 
nocence (pink), Renown (yellow ground, 
with scarlet markings). Dora (the deepest 
orange-coloured variety we have seen). 
Mrs. Robert Gordon ([link), and Hercules 
(maroon) were excellent. A vase of 
hybrid rinks contained a wonderful 
variety, the colour-range remarkable. 
Carnations of the perpetual-flowering class 
were shown by Messrs. Allwood Brothers. 
Destiny and Gorgeous (deep cerise shades). 
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Champion (scarlet), Wivelsfield White 
(good and fragrant) being noted. This 
firm also showed their new race of hybrid 
rinks. Messrs. Stuart Low and Co. also 
staged Carnations. 

HOSES. 

The group contributed by Mr. Elisha 
J. Hicks was very fine. This exhibitor 
arranged a great centre of his new Gold 
Medal Hose C. E. Shea, grouping three 
big stands, each containing about a 
hundred blooms. Of fine form, it is excep¬ 
tionally fragrant, and of a rich rose colour 
that appeals at a glance. A big .stand of 

is. Elisha Hicks (a lovely blush-coloured 
novelty), the fragrant, pink-coloured Mrs. 
George Norwood (which also attracts by 
reason of good form), and Grange Colombo 
(a delightful variety of ivory-white colour) 
were other superb sorts. The semi-double, 
creamy-white, rose-flushed Joanna Ilridge 
has immense saucer-formed flowers, and Is 
very free. Good varieties in a group from 
Messrs. Chaplin Brothers were the chaste 
white Mrs. Herbert Stevens. Hadley (a 
fine red). Lady Gwendoline Colvin (pink, 
semi-double, a good pillar sort). Ophelia, 
Duchess of Wellington, and Mrs. Chaplin 
(a blush-coloured H.T.). The outstanding 
variety in a small exhibit from Messrs. 
William Paul and Sons was Paul’s Scarlet 
Climber, than which, jierhaps, no variety 
is so intensely scarlet. A good vase of 
Queen of Fragrance was also noted. It is, 
however, without form or comeliness. The 
Roses from Messrs. G. Paul and Son, Old 
Nurseries. Cheshunt. were interesting be¬ 
cause of the inclusion of the new climbing 
sorts, hybrids of R. himnlaica and Poiy- 
antlia. Of these two. It. himnlaica alba 
plena and rosea plena were shown. 
Baskets and stands of Paul’s Lemon Pillar 
showed this variety well. The feature of 
a big group from Messrs. B. R. Cant and 
Sons was the single-flowered pink Cupid 
(a pillar sort of large size and very free). 
Mrs. Peter Blair (soft yellow) was very 
beautiful. Several new Roses were shown 
by Mr. Walter Bnslea, Dr. Joseph Lowe 
(in the way of Mme. Mela’ne Soupert, 
though more golden) and President 
Wilson (of salmon-pink lone) being re¬ 
marked. Two of tlie more charming In n 
nice lot from Mr. George Prince were Mrs. 
Campbell Hall (white and pink) and Molly 
Shannon Crawford (white, a lovely Rose 
in every way), Miss A. de Rothschild (rich 
golden) being also good. A small collec¬ 
tion of Roses was also contributed by- 
Messrs. F. Cant and Co. 

ORCHIDS. 

A Gold Williams’ Medal was awarded 
Messrs. Charlesworth and Co. for a magni¬ 
ficent group largely composed of Miltoulas," 
Odontlodas, and Odontoglossums. Rarely 
have the first-named been more lavishly 
displayed. The group from Messrs. Arm¬ 
strong and Brown, while rich also in 
Miltoniiis. included a lovely lot of their 
unique strain of Odontoglossums. Mil 
tonin Princess Mary (white with red-car¬ 
mine. butterfly-like marking in centre) 
gained an Award of Merit. Smaller 
groups were contributed by Messrs. Sander 
and Sons and Stuart low and Co. 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLES. 

The only representative of the first- 
named was a group of The Newberry, a 
pleasantly acid fruit from Mr. G. G. White- 
legg. It is evidently a great cropper. Of 
vegetables, the only exhibit was a collec¬ 
tion of Cabbages from Mr. R. Staward, 
I’anshanger Gardens, Hertford. Har¬ 
binger. Earliest, Flower of Spring, and 
Imperial were the finer-hearted sorts. 

A complete list of the certificated plants 
and medals awarded will be found in our 
advertisement pages. 

Digitized by GOOglC 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Questions. —Queries and answers are in¬ 
serted in Gardexino free of charge if corre¬ 
spondents follow these rules : All communications 
should be clearly written on one side ot the paper 
only, and addressed to the Editor o/Garuenino, 
63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, I V.C. 2. 
Letters on business should be sent to the l'( l'.■ 
I.1SUKR. The name and address of the sender 
are required in addition to any designation he 
may desire to be used in the paper. It 'hen 
more than one query is sent each should be on a 
separate piece of paper, the name and address 
being added to each. As Gardenino has to be 
sent to press some days in advance of dale, 
queries cannot always be replied to in the issue 
immediately following their receipt. Il’e do not 
reply to queries by post. 

Naming plants. — All who wish their 
plants to be rightly named should send fair 
examples of each—the stem, leaf, flower, or fruit. 
(Snippets of leaves and points of shoots are use¬ 
less. ) Not more than four plants should be scut 
in any one week by the same correspondent. 
Where more than one kiwi is sent they should be 
numbered. Of conifers the fruit should always 
be sent. 

Na min g fruit. —Several specimens in dif¬ 
ferent stages of colour and size of the same, kind 
greatly assist in its determination. Il’e have 
received prom several correspondents single speci¬ 
mens ot /mils for naming, these in many cases 
being unripe and ofhericise poor. We can under¬ 
take to name only four varieties at a time. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Aspidistra leaves decaying ( T. 11'. II .).— 
From the appearance of the leaves you 
send, we should say that the plant has 
filled the pot with roots and exhausted the 
soil. It must be turned out, divided, ami 
repotted into fresh soil and a (dean pot. 
This would cause new leafage to form, and 
it would be free from the spots now seen 
on the leaves you send. 

Sweet Williams (A. F.). —The SWeel 
Williams sown last year, and that will soon 
be in bloom, would flower again next 
season, hut not so well as they will this 
year. To do Sweet Williams well they 
should he treated as biennials. A fresh 
lot of plants ought to be raised annually 
to replace those that are destroyed after 
they have produced their flowers. The 
young shoots must not be removed, but if 
they are too numerous, as they frequently 
are, thin them out; it is the young growths 
being produced now which would flower 
next year. 

Increasing alpine Phloxes (Surrey). —All 
may lie freely increased from cuttings of 
the young growths when flowering is com¬ 
plete or nearly so, these, if detached with 
a heel and inserted in pots or under a hand- 
light in sandy soil, invariably rooting well 
in about a month. Care should always he 
taken that the cuttings are not allowed to 
shrivel before they are put in, as, should 


this happen, they rarely recover. In the 
case of P. amoena, increase by division is 
so simple that there is no need to trouble 
about cuttings. Those who have neither 
time nor convenience for taking cuttings 
had better resort to pegging the growths 
into very sandy soil, keeping all fairly 
moist for a few weeks, bv which time many 
of them will have rooted well. 

FRUIT. 

Disbudding Peach-trees (Inquirer).— 
This is quite a necessary part of the culti¬ 
vation of these trees, and should be per¬ 
formed as soon as the fruit is set. The 
i error made by many cultivators of Peach- 
trees, especially young cultivators, is ill 
growing too much young wood; it becomes 
crowded together, and does not ripen well, 
owing to its not being exposed to the in¬ 
fluence of sun and air. Peach and Nec¬ 
tarine-trees bear their fruit on the voung 
wood of the previous year. If it is slender 
the shoot must not be cut hack, but long, 
stoutish shoots, which are furnished to a 
certain extent with triple buds, should be 
cut back to one of these triplets. The 
centre bud of the three is generally a wood 
: bud ; single buds are usually blossom-buds, 
and if the growth is cut back to a blossom- 
| bud it must necessarily die down to the 
next wood-bud. As a rule, one shoot 
should be trained from near the base of 
the young wood, and another growth from 
its point, removing all the others, being 
careful not to break off the small, newly- 
formed fruits. 

SHORT REPLIES. 

Amateur. —Yes, you may syringe the 
Vines up to the time the first signs of the 
Grapes colouring appear, but only on fine 
days. If there is lime in the water, then 
it is well not to syringe, as the lime de¬ 
posit sticks to the fruit and leaves.- 

Stanley Gelderthorp. —Impossible to say 
what the insects are, as they are quite 
dried up.—— O. It. ltcid. —We should say 

no.-.-t Cotsivold Inquirer. —We have 

never heard of a pink Kerria.- A 

Begin net-.—See replies to “War Garden’’ 

and “Grace Gardener,” on page 35.5.- 

II. L. G. — See replies to “ Grace 
Gardener” and “War Garden,” on page 
35.5. 


NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants.— Exnwuth. —1, The 
Tulip-tree (Liriodendron tulipiferum) ; 2, 
Deutzia crenata flore-pleno; 3, The Orange 

Rail-tree (Buddleia globosa).- H. It. 

Smith, Porchester. —A. Wichuraiana hybrid, 
Alberio Barbier.- F,. A. Heard. —Impos¬ 

sible to name from the poor specimen you 

forward. - Inverness. — 1, Eheagnus 

longipes; 2, Polygonatum biflorum prob¬ 
ably, impossible to say definitely from such 
a scrap; 3, Chrysanthemum (Matricaria) 

Tchihatchewi.--./. N. 11 .—Kindly send 

more complete specimen.-H'. F,. Cowan. 

—Saxifraga Wallacei. 



Portable Buildings. 


Greenhouses, Rustic Houses, 
Portable Buildings, Poultry 
Houses, etc. 

IT IS OF BRITISH MANUFACTURE. 
INDESTRUCTIBLE. 
ECONOMICAL. FIRE RESISTING. 
EVERLASTING. 

STORM AND WEATHER PROOF. 
INSULATES HEAT AND COLD. 

ACID AND ROT PROOF. 
EASILY AND QUICKLY FIXED. 
HARDENS AND STRENGTHENS 
WITH TIME 

NO PAINTING REQUIRED OR 
REPAIRS. 



Portable Cottages. 


W. COOPER, 


SEND FOR SAMPLE AND LIST FREE. 

i 743, OI.D KENT ROAD, 
d. LONDON, S.E. 13. 
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PORTABLE 

BUILDINGS. 

Made in complete *90 
tinn best Quality 
Red Deal (not in¬ 
ferior Foreign Match 
board* a* other 
makers}, planed and V* 
jointed on strong fmm- 
i ing. Roof covered with 
compressed Asphalte 
]} over tongued boards. 
Door lilted with strong 
hinges, lock and key, 
bolts, etc. 


CASH WITH ORDER. Strong 
Sixes. Floor. 

6 ft. long. 4 ft. wide, 7 ft. high .. £4 7 6 11- 

7 ft. long, 5 ft. wide, 7 ft. 4 in. high 5 16 17- 

8 ft. long, 6 ft. wide, 7 ft. 8 in. high 6 14 6 22 6 

9 ft. long, 7 ft. wide, 8 ft. high 7 16 6 29 - 

JO ft. long, 8 ft. wide, 8 ft. 4 m. high 8 19 0 38 6 

12 ft. long, 8 ft. wide, 8 ft. 4 in high 10 1 6 46- 

Caniage Paid to anu Station in England ami J Tales. 

Catalogno, with Testimonials, post free. 

J. T. HOBSON & CO., 

Largest Makers of Portable Buildings. 

Established 70 Years. 


.GLASS., 


Special Prices for Cash with Order in Hull. 
CLASS, 4/*2l oz. 


boxes, 100 200 I boxes, 100 200 

Bi|. ft sq. ft. Kip ft. sq ft. 

8 x Sill. 26 6 45- I 13.14.15.18 18.1 

9 i 7in. 29 - 47-6 , '»■ * Kim. / 40 ' 


G8- 


10 x Sin. 32 6 59-1 16 '. 17 ' 18. 20 n x 

12,13,14,15x8in. 35- 61 - ic ,'c'on o, o, 
11,12.13,14.x 9.11. 33 6 62 3) xfiiii' " I 

12.13. 14 x lOin. 37 6 64- 20,22.24x15in i 

13 x II in. 38 6 6 5 6 18. 20, 22, 24 x 44 - 

16,18,20 x lOin. \ ca iilin. ; I 


42- 70 G 


16,18,20 x lliu. J ’ 


i20.22,2l x!8in. 43 - 77- 


PUTTY. best. Soft.-lewt, 14 6. |cwt.,7 9. Jcirt., 
4 6 ; 14 lbs., 2 G. 

DIAMONDS. 7 6 and 10 G each 
GLASS CUTTERS. 6-wheel, 1 6 each 
BEST MIXED PAINTS. 7 1b lever tin*. White, 
10 6 a ton a; ordinary colours, 7 - per stone. 

F. «S c T. ROSS, LTD, 

"■BURTON ST.. HULL. KdLnb. 1S13 c unw 


The FOOD PROBLEM 
GROW MUSHROOMS 


The fungi food CO.'S - vivo • .spawn system 

enables yon to grow Mushrooms of quality, pink and 
white, breakfast cup top sire, all Die year round Without 
manure and wit lion', previous knowledge, in boxes, pots, 
pans, in cellars, attics, sheds, spare rooms, in the open 
spare comers on allotment*—anywhere ; darkness not essen¬ 
tial ; cost very I riding and vory little attention required. 

MUSHROOMS are a food of great, value, but they must 
be cultivated from pure spawn not the maggoty sort ihui 
grow wild in held*, which are often very poisonous. 

ASSURE YOURSELF AN tNCO/VIE 
by selling your easily grown crops at from 16 to 3 6 por lb. 

Full particulars upon receipt of a 
stamped addressed envelope to— 
THE FUNGI FOOD CO. 

(box 9), 

26, The Bar, Bevarley, YORKS. 


FREE 


DAVIES for BAMBOO. 

From TwIks to Yacht Masts. 
GARDEN CANES. 3ft . 2 6 . 4ft , 3 3, 3 6, 4 - , 

6ft., 9 • ; 7ft . 10 -. All per 100. 

Tapcrina Bamboos. Sfr. long, 12 8 ; 10ft. long, 

2ft- per 100. PRICE LIST FREE. 

A. E. DAVIES & C0., ,94 LoNDON. C E y c Rd -’ 



M9 OOUGALL BROS LT9 PORT ST MANCHESTER. 



POTATO SPRAYING. 

Get a “Sovereign” Potato Sprayer ,, 

at once to insure getting a big crop of 
Potatoes. It is stronetli dent, an l 
easily used. E irn* Its coit in a 
single season. If you cannot 
obtain from your Iron¬ 
monger or Nursery¬ 
man, we will for- 

" n ^ Prick: 

receipt of ^ 

cash. Galvanized or japanned, 

4 - each. 

Polished tinplate, 

3 6 each. 

Canadian United Manufacturers’ Agency, 

12. Charterhouse Bldfts., Coswell Road, London, E.C. 

Sale of Surplus Stock. 

Wo still hold certain small stocks of 

CARDEN SEATS, CARDEN ENCINES & PUMPS, 
also CARDEN ROLLERS, WATER CARTS, 
CARDEN ARCHES, and HAND LICHTS 



whi/ h we shall be please 
to being unsold. Panic 


d to clear at special prices, subject 
nlars on application. 


BOULTON & PAUL, Ltd., ROSE LANEWORKS, 
NORWICH. 


LION CYCLES. 

Cash or monthly payments. 

•Signed Guarantee for all time. 

Packed in crate free and carriage paid. 

Since 1907 I have advertised in this paper, and have made 
and sold over20,000 Machines. NO EXTRAS: bell, Pinup, 
and everything included. Carriage paid. YOlJ CAN 
RIDE AND TEST THE MACHINE FOR 10 DAYS. IF 
YOU DO NOT APPROVE I PAY' ALL CARRIAGE. I 
have thousands of testimonials. Write to day for copies 
and Catalogue, with illustrations and full specification. — 
GEORGE H BATSON, LTD, ' LION CYCLE ' WORKS, 
85. MOSELEY STREET. RIRMINGHAM. 


Advertisement Rates. 

Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


Line Advertisements. -Single insertions. 91. w.t 

line, tnillinium three line* (about twenty wonl* till the first , 
three lines, and nine words each additional line). Front 
I age, if guaranteed. Is. Tier line. No reduction for aeriei. 
Terms for Display Advertisements. 10s. pw 

inch (reduction for Keriesl. 

Advertisers not having a regular account at the ofll '.y 
must accompany their orders With remittance. OrJerj and 
advertisement copy should be addrease l — 

MANAGER, 

63, LINCOLN'S INN FIELDS, LONDON, W.C. 2. 


U 


WOHr-FOISOSTOXTS. 


K££P YOUR PATHS CLEAN 

WITH • j# 

McDOUGALLS 

WEED KILLER. 

WHITE FOR PRICIS AND NSMK ~~ 
OF LOCAL OKALKR TO 

McDougaJI Bros. Ltd.. Port St., Manchester 


B EDDY & SONS, Torleven Works, Porth- 

• leven. Cornwall. — The largest manufacturers of 
GARDEN NETTING in the kingdom. New stout and 
specially strong square mesh Netting, half inch and one 
inch mesh, at 4d. per square yard; light new square mesh, 
suitable for Strawberry beds, at 3d. per square yard. These 
Nets are bound all round with stout cord, and cover their 
measured length and width. Any length or width supplied. 
Repaired Nettings in all sizes in stock. State your require¬ 
ments and we will quote lowest prices. Also makers of 

TENNIS NETTINGS. RICK COVERS, GREENHOUSE 
SHADING8, WASP NETTINGS, PACKING AND 
TARRED TWINES of all kinds. All Goods cent by 
PASSENGER train Carriage Paid on receipt of order. 


If you arc interested in this week’s 

GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three months, 2/6 ; six 
months, 5/-; twelvemonths, 10/-; for Abroad, 12/-. Annual subscribers 
will receive the year’s complete Index to the volume free of charge. 

I 

To Publisher or Newsagent :— 

Please deliver “ Gardening Illustrated ” weekly for which I 

enclose _ 


Please mention “ Gardening 1 

Digit \z 


tlon " Gardening lUpstr 

>y Google 


Name. 


(Mr., Mrs., or Miss) 


Address (in full). 


strated." 


Printed and Published i;r the Proprietor, \V. Robinson, at the Office, 63, Lincoln's liu Fields, London, W.O. 3»— 
June 39, 1917. Telephone: iiolborn 731. 
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FREEING THE APRICOT. 

I hope to be able to send you, this autumn, 
some Apricots grafted upon Apricots. 
They grow them so In the neighbourhood 
of Lyon, at Vienne, where we once went 
together. In that region the soil is 
favourable to this sort of stock. Else¬ 
where it is not so, us I will explain'to you 
some day in detail, after the war, if I can 
have the pleasure of visiting England 
again with Philibert Lavenir. . . The 

"Lyon Ilortieole ” will shortly publish 
your article on this subject. I shall add 
some explanations of the motives which 
guide the nurserymen in the choice of 
stocks. The Apricot, for example, they 
graft upon the Plum in the soils ill-suited 
to the Apricot, of which there are many 
in our region; for instance, strong soils, 
clay soils, and humid soils. 

As to ornamental trees, you are right. 
It is only right to cast aside such as do 
not succeed in the soil on own roots. It is 
better to keep to those known to do well 
than to introduce numerous kinds that do 
badly and look like waifs on the land- 
sea pe. 

As regards fruit-trees one is not easily 
reconciled to doing without Peaches and 
Apricots, Pears, etc., if by an artifice of 
multiplication it is possible to get them. 
So it lwpitens that about Lyon the Apricot 
is found grafted on the Plum in the 
majority of soils, on the Apricot in alluvial 
soils bordering the Rhone, on tlie Peach on 
the flinty slopes, on the Almond in chalky 
and dry soils. It is a practice which is 
found to answer well and which will never 
be given up. 

As for Lilacs, it is inexcusable to graft 
them on the Privet or on the Lilac. We 
strike them from the biul or layer and 
they thrive best on their own roots. 

The discovery of grafting Roses on the 
wild Rose has been considered to be one 
great advance in Rose culture. This grafting 
lias, in effect, enabled growers very rapidly 
to multiply nil varieties. Some varieties 
ill not grow well or succeed unless 
grafted, but the practice has also the very 
great drawbacks that you know and have 
very well shown. 

I think I can get you the following 
Apricots grafted on the Apricot, which I 
consider to be the best :— 

ill Peach—the best of all. 

lib Apricot of Nancy. 

(3) Apricot d'Ouliins. 

(ii Apricot Desfarges. 

(5) Apricot sucre de Holub. 

(0) Apricot Luizet, a very handsome, 
very high-coloured fruit, firm of flesh; n 
variety for (lacking and marketing. 

(T) Apricot d'Amguis, a small fruit for 
preserving. 

There are now no men to work, all are 
soldiers, and how many already armless, 
legless, or dead ! All our youth sacrificed, 
it will be necessary to repeople France 
anew. All the same, we count U|«m vic¬ 
tory. tlmnko to England and the United 
States, which have at last come to recog¬ 
nise that this is a war of civilisation 
against barbarism. F. Morel. 

I yon. 

[ The best tray for us is to raise seed- 
Ib'!/* of such varieties ns those named by 
M. Morel and of our own best-flavoured 
Apricots, and giant rather f lose in 
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cordon or other close trays, so as to fruit, 
and find out the best kinds. IFe might 
fail often, but be certain to succeed in 
yetting good kinds, and even some new and 
distinct kinds. We knoir nothing of the 
conditions in which the wild Apricot grows 
best, so it would be well to try it in soils 
of different quality—calcareous as well as 
sandy, well drained, and in varied ex¬ 
posures. It is a very interesting problem, 
and ilie late Mr. Barron, of Chiswick, 
thought it was the only way out of Ilie 
paralysis of I lie Apricot in our British 
gardens for ten In lies. —W. It.] 

NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

Stranvaesia undulata. — This’ wintered 
very well with me and looked a bold, free, 
graceful shrub in a border marred witli 
ugly winter's doings. I like both habit 
and flower. The fruit I have not seen. 
It. is a native of China, probably a cool 
uiountnin shrub.-- \Y. 

Orchis foliosa comes iu handsome state 
from the Daisy Hill Nursery, Newry. It 
is a valuable plant for moist, peaty spots 
near the rock garden. Good in form and 
of a rich, distinct colour, it is quite hardy 
at Newry and in most parts of our isles. 
A native of Madeira. 

Rosa Moyesi at Monroith. — This is a 
favourite at Monreith, and lias been 
planted in several positions, in each of 
which it is flourishing and flowering well. 
The foliage is beautiful in itself, several 
of the Monreith plants having reached a 
size which shows to advantage the com¬ 
bined charm of flower and leaf.—S. 
Arxott. 

The Summer Snowflake (Leueojum 
sestivum).—I always think that this plant 
is handicapped by reason of its time of 
blooming. Clumps now r (June 5th) in full 
flower are certainly attractive, but not so 
much so as is L. vernum in early spring. 
Nevertheless, the inter sort is very useful 
in Grass, or at the margin of shrubberies, 
some of the best colonies here being en¬ 
tirely under the shade of Holly-trees, 
where they appear to be quite happy.— 
VV. McG. 

Pmonia Esperance. — This handsome 
Tree Iheony was, I think, the best hardy 
]ilant shown before the Royal Horticul¬ 
tural Society on June 5th last. Three 
magnificent flowers of it were staged by 
Mr. G. W. Miller, Wisbech. One of these, 
which I brought away, lasted fully a week. 
Of soft lemon-yellow tone, suffused and 
margined with pink and splashed crimson 
at the base, it is, in conjunction with its 
cupikhI form and big tuft of golden 
authors, a variety of wondrous beauty and 
not a little fragrance. The flower is semi- 
double.—E. It. is. 

Herbaceous Paeonies at railway station 
gardens. —There is evidently keen rivalry 
among the statiomnasters on the Castle- 
Douglas branch of the Glasgow and South- 
Western Railway as to who will have Ilie 
best garden. Tlie proportion of tirst prizes 
which fall to the station gardens on tills 
part of tin; line at the annual adjudication 
is always high, and this year there is 
every prospect of this being the case again. 
At several of the stations there are some 
very tine plants of varieties of I“;ponhi 
officinalis, and at Lochanhead a good effect 


has been produced by a plant or two in 
tlie Grass on a sloping bunk above one of 
the flower borders. It docs not look an 
ideal position for the Treonia, yet it is 
growing and flowering exceedingly well 
there.—S. M. I>. 

Oxalis enneaphylla.— The ideal position 
for this charming Falkland Island Wood 
Sorrel has been frequently discussed, and 
various opinions expressed by writers, 
myself among tlie number. It is not so 
certain, however, that the plant will 
always do well in a nominally suitable 
place or badly in one generally recognised 
as unsatisfactory—the contrary is fre¬ 
quently the case. Air. E. A. Hornel grows 
it well in his rock garden at Rroughton 
House, Kirkcudbright, in a pocket of rock- 
work facing almost due south, but partly 
screened by shrubs, etc. This year, on ac¬ 
count of the difficulty of labour, tills part 
of the rock garden hud been somewhat 
overgrown, lmt the Oxalis had apparently 
not suffered in any way. as, when T saw 
it, it was flowering freely.— Dumfries. 

Pruning the taller Heaths. The Heaths 
of the south of Europe and N. Africa 
bloomed so freely this year and scorned so 
determined to waste their strength in seed- 
bearing that we had to prune in June. 
The practice gives us a fine growth for the 
coining year's bloom and also a fresh 
growth of green shoots instead of I ho rusty 
seed-bearing shoots. We do not cut to a 
hard line as is sometimes done liy men 
whose notion of form is that of a billycock 
hat, but cut to a varied line, keeping the 
natural form of the kind—the only true 
way. Clipping over to any hard line is 
against all artistic' effect. The dwarf 
Heaths like tlie alpine Forest Heath and 
the Dorset Heath (E. ciliaris) are not so 
easily dealt with as the Tree Heaths, and 
are best left alone, though we may often 
see them “ clipped ” into ugly shape's.—W. 

Clematis montana at Brcughton House, 
Kirkcudbright. —There is in the garden of 
Mr. E. A. Ilornel at Rroughton House, Kirk¬ 
cudbright, a striking plant of Clematis 
montana of unusual size and beauty. As 
seen on the second Saturday of June it 
presented one of the most delightful 
visions of floral beauty imaginable. It 
clambers up a tree, covering It with a veil 
of flower and leaf. From this, pendent 
shoots have come down and trail along a 
low railing on the terrace which separates 
the garden from tlie side of the River Dee. 
There are many thousands of blooms, and 
in some places on the plant not n leaf is 
visible through the mass of white, fragrant 
flowers. Mr. Hornel is training some of 
the shoots up nnotlmr tree, and it looks as 
if the plant would soon reach the top of 
tills also. The form of C. montana re¬ 
ferred to is the large-flowered one. C. 
montana ruhens is also doing well nt 
Rroughton House on the walls of Mr. 
Hornel's studio.— S. Arxott. 


The scent of Clematis montana.— If the 

Musk lias lost its scent, as appears to be 
the sad fact, have any of your readers 
noticed an Increase in the scent of 
Clematis montana and C. m. rubens? 
Although 1 wns previously aware they had 
some perfume, it lias seemed to nie tlmt 
this season it lias become very much more 
marked; indeed, so strong lias it been 
from plants on my house and oil several 
trees ' that in an evening it was almost 
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overpowering, the sweetness being dis- 
tinetly musky, almost aromatic.- Possibly 
tiie combination of profuse later (lowering 
at a time of greater heat and dryness may 
tie one cause. The beauty of the variety 
c. ui. rubens, if allowed to ramble over a 
Yew or dark evergreen, is much enhanced. 
Such an environment makes the colour 
almost a real pink. Alas! what a differ¬ 
ence when grown on a red brick wall. - 
Ernest Ballard, The Old Court. 

Zauschneria californica hardy. — Mr. 
Cornhlll, in the issue of June 9th tp. 307), 
thinks this is tender. I have had it for 
over twenty years in various positions, 
mainly in low, dry walls supporting hanks, 
and it has never shown a sign of injury in 
our varied winters, including 1800, when 
a'good many things perished, even the 
barn owls and myriads of small birds. It 
is the most brilliant hardy flower of 
autumn, and only needs to be plan led in 
the right place. It has no protection of 
any kind from me, and does not need any. 
—W. 

Heracleum pyrenaicum. — Not many of 
the “Cow' Parsnips” can be recommended, 
and the best of them, as II. mante- 
gnzzianum, few gardens have room for. 
Where it can lie accommodated in an 
isolated position on the lawn or in some 
place in oiien woodland it is very orna¬ 
mental and interesting. That above- 
named, now in fine condition near the rock 
garden at Kew. should make a line com¬ 
panion for it. Both are well furnished be¬ 
low, and, by comparison with the gaunt 
giant of the race (H. gignnteum), unite 
compact-habited. In this respect II. 
mantegazzlanum is the better. Both are 
white-flowered and have big ornamental 
foliage.—E. It. 

Cladothamnus pyrolseflorus. — Although 
this shrub had been known from her¬ 
barium siieeimens for about ninety years 
it does not appear to bave been in culti¬ 
vation until quite recently. It was distri¬ 
buted by Mr. T. Smith, of Newry, a 
nurseryman with a wide reputation for 
new aud rare plants, a few years ago, and 
lias stood uninjured through the recent 
trying winter. Belonging to the Erica cere, 
it is seen as a deciduous bush 2 feet or 
3 feet high, with‘upright, rather slender 
branches, bearing narrow, bright green 
leaves during summer, and from tiie lenf- 
axiis throughout June curious, reddish- 
brown flowers each about 1 inch across. It 
is a native of western N. America, north of 
Oregon, and makes an interesting addition 
to the garden, where it should be planted 
in light, moist soil free from lime, either 
in the rock garden or in such a position 
that it will not he overgrown by more 
rampant plants. Cuttings of half-ripe 
wood may tie inserted in light soil in a 
close frame in July.- I). 

Bidens dahlioides.—Iu contrast with tiie 
lists of losses recently chronicled in 
England and in Scotland we, on tiie sea¬ 
board of tiie Stewartry, have escaped 
serious damage. Curiously, losses have 
occurred in what tire considered to be 
quite hardy subjects, notably Thyme and 
Sage, both of which were killed. Among 
the plants, concerning which some doubt 
was felt, were some colonies of Bidens— 
or, as it is at times called, Cosmos— 
dahlioides. The plants have been undis¬ 
turbed for half-a-dozen years, and, in view 
of the winter and spring, little surprise 
would have been felt had they failed. 
However, tiicir broad, glossy, dark green 
leaves are pushing away strongly, and 
these will be duly followed by the lohg- 
stemined solitary flowers, typically 
Oosmos-like in colour (piuk) and which 
are produced over a long season. 11. 
dahlioides has tilbChous roots which, if 
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lifted and started in heat during tiie 
spring, provide plenty of easily-rooted 
cuttings, but it can be equally easily 
raised from seeds.— \Y. Mc(»., Huhnuc. 

Clematis on own roots.—I bave at last 
got a batch of good varieties of Clematises 
not grafted on tlie wild climber of the 
clialk hills or on anything else. They 
came from Mr. Bussell, the Nurseries, 
Uiehuionil, Surrey, and were struck from 
cuttings, liaising from cuttings is thus 
proved to be a practical way, but layering 
round the stool is the better way. The 
late Mr. F. Jniniu, of Bourg-la-Reine, 
Seine, used to get good plants by layering 
into small imts set around the mother 
stool. The right time for planting is 
autumn, but my interest in these plants 
never wanes, and if I get a batch in sum¬ 
mer I wash the roots out to try and get 
rid of tiie demon stock, and often plant 
with success in summer. The natural 
roots of the Japanese or Chinese kinds 
are usually strong and numerous, and 
easy to transplant.—W. 

From New England. — A wave of en¬ 
thusiastic and sometimes quite ill-judged 
vegetable gardening Inis swept over tiie 
Eastern States, and we ate almost grow¬ 
ing Potatoes in our liats and window- 
boxes. The ladles meet and discuss agri¬ 
cultural problems vivaciously, and 
although they undoubtedly will waste a 
great deal of seed, it will interest them in 
outdoor work and will be better for them 
than tea-drinking or bridge-playing. We 
have had a cold, late, slow spring, with a 
good deal of cloudy weather and rain, and, 
as a result, I have never seen tiie spring 
flowers more lovely or last longer; even 
now a few blossoms are hanging on the 
early Magnolias and the Daffodils are still 
beautiful, and tiie Forsythia has been a 
mass of gold for nearly three weeks. 
There 1ms been a good deal of work bang¬ 
ing over from last season, but no one is 
starting any new work, quite naturally, as 
we have got to economise if we are to pay 
our national bills, and the labour situation 
is very difficult and uncertain.— Beatrix 
Fa rr and, Nc wh a ten. 

The Yellow Wood (Clndrastie tinctoria) 
in flower.—A fine example of this rare 
tree Is flowering finely in the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, within a short dis¬ 
tance of tiie main entrance, where it forms 
a striking feature by reason of its hand¬ 
some foliage and large, drooping panicles 
of white flowers. A native of the south¬ 
eastern United States, it was originally 
Introduced in 1812, though it never np- 
Itears to have become common. Here and 
there about London old examples may be 
noted, one existing in the gardens at Syou 
House. The leaves, often a foot long, are 
made up of from live to nine oval leaflets. 
Bike tiie flowers of the laibunium, those 
of this tree are shajied like those of the 
l’ea, lint they are white in colour. As a 
rule, it does not bloom so freely as is the 
case this year, and one of the conditions 
necessary when choosing a position for a 
siieeimen is exposure to full sun. Good, 
well-drained, loamy soil should be pro¬ 
vided. The name of Yellow Wood applies 
to the timber, for it is of a deep yellow 
hue, the colour being easily extracted if 
shavings are placed in a little spirit.— 
VY. L. 

Trollius Ledebouri. — 1 consider this 
species, collected for the Messrs. Veiteli in 
Western China by Mr. Purdom a few years 
ago, the most brilliant the genus contains, 
quite eclipsing ail else in the richness of 
its colour. The petals are of the orange 
richness seen in such Day Lilies as H. 
nuruntiaca major, though far more intense 
than lids, while the erectly-disposed fila¬ 
ments nve of a richer orange than the 


petals. Nut far from the water's edge I 
planted a small group of it less than two 
years since, and while tiie plants have 
made nice tufts and flowered well they 
surpass all else in tiie exceptional colour 
of the (lowers. The species is just as 
hardy and ns easily grown as the rest, and 
while loving moisture near to its roots, is 
happy enough in any cool, moist loaui. It 
is one of the best of June flowers and well 
deserved the Award of Merit given it by 
the Royal Horticultural Society when 
shown by Mr. .1. C. Allgrove on June 19th 
last.— E. 11. Jenkins. 

Philadelphus Virginal—This, I think, is 
the best of its race, and probably also the 
most itopular flowering shrub seen this 
year. It has been shown iteforc the Royal 
Horticultural Society on more than one 
occasion recently, attracting attention both 
by the wealth of blossoms that wreathe 
the longer branches and for the snowy 
purity of its flowers. Just now, too, there 
is a. group of young plants of it at Kew’ in 
a lied not far from the main entrance on 
the Green. Apart from other good attri¬ 
butes it. is also delightfully fragrant.— 
E. J. 

- [The other day Dr. Wallis, Old Stone 
House, East Grinstead, brought us some 
shoots of. this handsome Mock Orange 
wreathed in bloom, tiie individual flowers 
larger than we have ever seen them.— Ed ] 

Geranium argenteum. — All lovers of 
lmrdy plants are acquainted with the 
pretty silvery-leaved alpine species with 
pale lilac, dark-veined flowers hearing the 
above name, though all may not know the 
selected form of it with purplish flowers 
which is referred to as No. 2. I have no 
information as to its origin, though it may, 

I think, be accepted as a seedling—not im¬ 
probably of hybrid origin—since it is 
rather taller than the tyjie, the leaf tufts 
more erectly inclined, and its less silvery- 
1<willing foliage. The reddish - purple 
flowers are of a shade between those of 
G. sanguinetim and G. armenum, and, 
being larger than in the typical kind, are 
suggestive of outside influence. Be that 
as it may, the plant is distinct among 
early summer nlpines and quite worthy of 
inelusion in the choicest collection.—E. J. 

Deutzia Vilmorinae.—This Deutzia was 
given an Award of Merit at the meeting 
of the Royal Horticultural Society on 
June Otli. It is of a vigorous and souie- 
wliat erect habit of growth, while the pure 
white flowers with their yellow anthers 
are borne in clusters for some distance 
along the shoots. In general appearance 
(his Deutzia is suggestive of some of the 
smaller-growing kinds of Philadelphus, a 
resemblance which is increased by (ho 
lateness (for a Deutzia) of its flowering 
period. It is a native of China, and was 
first sent to M. Maurice de Vilmorin by 
the Abbe Farges in 1897, but it was some 
years later before it reached this country. 
M. Lcinoinp, of Nancy, has raised hybrids 
between this sjiccles and different forms 
of D. crenata or scabra, which flower at 
about the same time, and thus usually 
escape Injury from late spring frosts, 
which often damage the flowers of the 
earlier kinds. As the parents of these are 
among the most desirable of our early- 
flowering shrubs and valuable from the 
fact that many spring-flowering subjects 
are over before their blossoms develop, 
these newer hybrids should prove good 
acquisitions.—K. It. W. 


''The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds," —New Kdilion , lith, revised, with deteri) tiotu 
of all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium Svo, IS*.; 
post free, 15s. GtL Of oil fioobtellere or from the office 
of Gahdeniko Ir.l,V'-THATEI', be,, 'Lincoln's Inn Fields. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

THE HARDY ORANGE. 

Of this, when I first Knew it, I lind read 
that the Japanese nsed.it as n fence plant. 
I hardly thought that it would succeed 
with me when I planted a bold group of it 
without much hope of its doing so well as 
I lmd seen it in France and Italy. Now, 
after waiting a while, I can say 1 never 
saw anything more beautiful and better 
for a fence than this. It would stop the 
boldest boy. I have it in cool loam in an 
orchard. As a cut flower it is good, but 
awkward owing to its spines. It is im¬ 
possible in a small view to show its bold 
and handsome buds and blossom. It is 
ipiite hardy in Sussex as tested for many 
years. W. 


of the plant, which, having no tendrils, j 
climbs by twining and will twine round ] 
and round itself if neglected. Though 
often trained upon walls or a similar flat 
surface, a better way is to find a place 1 
amongst hardy evergreen shrubs or low I 
trees through which it will" thread its way, 
hanging In graceful festoons from the 
upper branches, where its beauty is seen to 
the full, and where it is better protected 
than on a bare wall. It Is in this way 
that it roams about in the hedges and way- 
side trees of China and Japan, where it is 
so fragrant that, its sweclness first led For¬ 
tune to the spot where it; was growing. 

Propagation.-— The plant is readily in¬ 
creased from cuttings, layers, root-cut¬ 
tings, and division. Suckers often come 
from the base of old, strong plants ; these, ; 


Akehia. The flowers are iu loose clusters 
of a deep chocolate colour, in which the 
sexes are apart. Though the flowers 
mostly appear from April to June on plants 
in the open air, in mild seasons they arc 
often borne in March or even in February 
under glass, filling the air with their fra¬ 
grance, which is specially noticeable to¬ 
wards the evening. The sprays are useful 
for cutting, and last well In water. The 
seed-pods are about the size of a large 
oval Plum, with a thick outer rind filled 
with wilite flesh, in which the dark-brown 
seeds are embedded. The colour of the 
fruit varies in different plants and with the 
degree of ripeness. 

Akkrta loisata. — This differs from A. 
quinata mainly in its leaves, which are 
composed of only three leaflets, which drop 
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Flowering shoots of the hardy Orange (JEgle sepiaria syn. Citrus trifoliata) in a vase. 


AKEBJA. 

A small group of twining plants from 
Ghiua and Japan, of which two species— 
A. quinata and A. lobata—have been intro¬ 
duced, and of these the latter is still little 
known in gardens. In the far East the 
Akebla is ns common as our Woodbine, 
growing wild upon the hillsides and also 
in gardens. The Japanese use the tough 
twining stems in the ranking of wicker¬ 
work, and the ripe fruits as food. 

Culture. —Of tlie easiest culture in 
warm, light soil, it must have a well- 
drained spot in the full sun, for if the 
wood fails to ripen there will be but few 
flowers. The blooms come on side-spurs 
of the old wood, so that what pruning is 
needed should he done in summer, iu the 
cutting away of unruly shoots which 
should be so thinned and shortened as to 
allow air and sunlight to reach every part 
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if secured with a few roots, soon making 
good plants. 

A quinata. —Than this there are few 
liner hardy climbers for tbe country south 
of the Thames, and few more useful for 
the cool greenhouse in districts further 
north. It is one of those semi-evergreen 
shrubs which remain green almost con¬ 
stantly in a warm climate or under glass, 
and its pretty way of growth fits it for 
use against pillars or archways. The out¬ 
line of a graceful pillar Is often hidden by 
lieaA-y plants, but this gives n thin veil of 
pale green leaves, cut into five narrow- 
leaflets on long stulks. Their colour varies 
from a pale purplish on first unfolding to 
a lively green when fully expanded, which 
deejiens gradually until the leaves fall. 
For light screens or a glass roof where 
filtered sunlight is better than heavy shade 
there is nothing more useful than the 


earlier in the autumn, though this is 
atoned for by their purple colour before 
falling. Tbe growths, too, are stouter, 
more woody, and less graceful than in the 
old kind, though quite as hardy, and even 
more vigorous. The flowers, also, are 
smaller. It also fruits more readily. 
While in A. quinata even the single fruits 
are uncommon, in A. lobata they often 
come in clusters of three together, the 
colour a pretty pale-violet. When fully 
ripe the pods split open along the under¬ 
side, showing the rows of black seeds in 
the white pulp. 

-All too frequently we see this 

growing over a pole or pergola iu a 
tangled muss of greenery. In the northern 
counties it is treated as a greenhouse 
climber. Growing thus, the fragrance 
emitted from its blo^qipis is very striking. 
In the south it thrives in the open. A 
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10 feet high wall with an eastern aspect is 
a suitable site. As to soil, it is not parti¬ 
cular if deeply dug and well manured. As 
growth proceeds spread the shoots out 
thinly until the allotted space is covered. 
Take out the points of the main growths 
to induce side shoots to push from the 
nodes, these finally forming spurs from 
which the blossoms are obtained. As fast 
as these foreright shoots push they should 
be pinched back to an eye, thus increasing 
I he future fiower crop. When the plant is 
established summer - prune the young 
growths, not only to better display the 
blossoms, but to mature the spur-growth 
for the next season's flower crop.—E. M. 

TIII3 JAPANESE WISTARIA. 

Year by year the conviction grows on me 
that the Japanese Wistaria multijuga is 
still more precious and desirable than the 
well-known lovely W. sinensis. It is true 
that there are many poor varieties of W. 
multijuga, but when the fact is realised 
that W. multijuga will thrive on clay and 
on dry and poor calcareous soils where W. 
ehineiLsis is miserable I think a good jtrima 
facie case has been established. The 
greatest superiority, however, is in the be¬ 
haviour of the two white varieties, for the 
Japanese white W. multijuga Is so much 
hardier and resistant than the Chinese 
form that I cannot understand anyone 
planting the white Chinese Wistaria that 
flowers so early and vanishes with the first 
touch of wind or rain. W. multijuga alba 
flowers quite three weeks later, which 
means it lias a chance of better weather 
for its flowering season, and it is more 
inclined to leaf earlier than the Chinese 
form, though I strongly recommend putting 
a plant or so of the early-leafing double 
Chinese with it. not so much for the sake 
of the bloom as for its abundant and early 
leafage, which adds so greatly to the 
beauty of these white flowers. The great 
length of the racemes of the white 
Japanese Wistaria is a striking charm on 
u pergola or verandah, and I am sure it 
should not be planted against a south wall, 
as is so commonly done in the case of W. 
ehinensis. Under the shade and shelter 
of a pergola its long racemes last longer 
and develop more fully than when against 
a wall. I never knew or grew it when I 
gardened in Northern Yorkshire, but my 
impression now' is that in Yorkshire 1 
should much prefer to plant it than any of 
tlie Chinese forms. 

The nationality of W. bracliybotrys is 
not known to me, but its late flowering 
and its lovely red-mauve colouring make 
it a very desirable thing where there is 
room for so robust a grower. In the south 
it lias tlie peculiarity of flowering on the 
last year’s long shoots, so that you may 
have a garland ti feet or S feet iong fur¬ 
nished with its large and lovely flower 
spikes that do not exceed 5 inches or 
(i inches, in length, but make up for it by 
the length of tlie flowering sprays. In 
fact, every Wistaria is beautiful, and those 
who find that W. ehinensis does not thrive 
with them should at once plant one or 
several of those I have described.— Ed. H. 
Woodall in The Garden. 

XOTES AXD REPLIES. 

The Wayfaring-tree (Viburnum Lan- 
tana).—It is seldom that we have had 
such a wealth of flower in shrubberies at 
one time as during the present seasou, 
attributable, doubtless, in great measure 
to the severe weather experienced until 
very lute in the spring. The result of 
careful shrubbery planting some years ago 
is apparent in a neighbouring garden, 
w here, among other tilings, the Wayfaring- 
tree is used where it shows to great ad¬ 


vantage. It was planted in front of a low 
wall and this season, when at its best, a 
long stretch about 50 yards showed a mass 
of white a depth altogether of about 0 feet 
above and along the face of tlie wall, this 
making a splendid foreground to groups 
of Lilac, Laburnum, Uerberis Darwlni, 
and occasional plants of Prunus cerasifera 
atropurpurea. It may bo urged that it is 
a mistake to devote so much space to a 
common plant like Viburnum Lantana, 
but I hardly think there is any other plant 
that would sliow r to better advantage in 
this particular position. In tlie autumn 
the long wreaths of coloured foliage look 
well against tlie rather light wall.— 
E. IS. IS., Hardwick. 

Daphne rupestris.—Mr. Elliott refers at 
liage 325 to the variation in the plants of 
this shown by Mr. Tucker recently before 
tiie Royal Horticultural Society. The 
largest form was certainly a great gain. 
What lias struck me most of all this year 
is tlie pale colour of all the flowers I have 
seen ; pule, indeed, as compared with those 
of former years. My own specimen has 
been much better in colour than some 1 
have seen, but even this lias not. tlie rich, 
waxy-pink remembered before. In Mr. 
Tucker’s plants tlie colour of the flowers 
was nearer to lilac, and I wondered 
whether artificial bent or frame treatment 
bad caused it. I-a ter seen plants were not 
much better, and my cold frame grown 
specimen not having taken on tlie rich 
colour looked for, I have been asking my¬ 
self whether the grafting has aught to do 
with it, or whether it is due to the season. 
The plants have flowered profusely and 
are quite equal to those of former times. 
Another season I hope to give my plant 
full exposure and note the result.—E. II. 
Jenkins. 

A remarkable tree.—One comes into con¬ 
tact w'itli some remarkable trees in differ¬ 
ent parts of the country, and an Elm in 
this parish strikes me as unique. It is 
IS feet in circumference at 3 feet from the 
ground, and as it was, I am told, over 
1)0 feet high, must have been, in its prime, 
a very line specimen. Some years ago tlie 
trunk, hollowed witli age and weakened 
by decay, snapped at 15 feet from the 
ground, and tlie top came down, leaving 
the shell and pithy shoots grow'ing from 
same. One of these went up perfectly 
straight and has formed a fine head, look¬ 
ing from a distance like a young tree, hilt 
when one gets closer and finds the young 
head on tlie enormous stem tlie effect is 
somewhat ludicrous. Whether the shell 
will lie able to support this young head as 
it gets additional weight is, I think, ex¬ 
tremely doubtful. There will come a time 
when the whole or, at any rate, that por¬ 
tion of the stem from which the young 
tree grows will come down with a crash. 
It is marvellous that such a sturdy growth 
should come from a shell.—E. it. S., 
Hardwick. 

Broom.—There is no doubt that the 
Broom, when in flower, adds much to the 
beauty of the landscape. Some districts 
appear to be more suited to this plant than 
others, and on a recent occasion I was 
much impressed by the lavish display pro¬ 
vided by Broom in fields, and especially 
on the roadsides, between Dalbeattie, in 
this county, and the neighbouring summer 
resort of Kippford. In this neighbourhood 
Broom grows luxuriantly, while twenty 
miles further west it is rarely met with. 
We have made attempts in shrubberies to 
naturalise it here, but with only very 
moderate success. Oil the other hand, 
Gorse is almost a pest; indeed, it has to 
be grubbed out annually on the surround¬ 
ing farms. In the Dalbeattie district, 
where Broom grows wild, Whins are sel¬ 


dom observed, so that it seems lo be tain; 
obvious that these two plants—equally en¬ 
croaching where environment suits them— 
require altogether different soil. The 
value of Broom, where it succeeds, in 
shrubberies is not insignificant, and, 
blooming at tlie same time as the white 
and coloured Thorns, adds much to the 
early summer display.—W. McG., Kirk¬ 
cudbrightshire. 

The Pernettyas in Scotland—It would 
lie useful, as well as interesting, to know 
in what parts of Scotland the Pernettyas 
will flourish. They rank among the Host 
of our dwarf-berried shrubs, and now that 
we have so many varieties their extended 
cultivation is worth considering. This 
shrub is not sufficiently grown in Scotland, 
but perhaps those who have tried it n 
the more northerly parts of the kingdom 
will favour us with their experience. In 
the south-west Pernettyas do well, and 
at such* places as Orchardton. Castle 
Douglas, and Broughton House, Kirkcud¬ 
bright, they are long past the experimental 
stage. The flowers, which are white, 
though small, make a fine show, and the 
berries, of various colours, are good in 
places where they remain untouched by 
birds. Wo have now varieties with white, 
pink, rose, crimson, and purple-black 
berries, with those of many intermediate 
shades.—S. Arnott. 

The clashing of Azaleas and Rhododen¬ 
drons.—Although well known to experi¬ 
enced planters of such shrubs, the be¬ 
ginner is often led into the mistake of 
planting Azaleas and Rhododendrons in 
proximity, and even in some places mixing 
them. The effect is disappointing, as 
there is a subtle want of harmony between 
the colouring of the two sections, ranked 
by botanists as one genus though they are. 
Iii truth, it is better to have the two so 
far apart that the one is not visible to the 
eye at the same time as the other. 
Distance, it is true, softens the clashing 
between the flowers, but it remains.-—S cot. 

The Cress Rocket (Vella pseudo-cytisus). 

_The finest specimen 1 have seen of this 

rather uncommon shrub is in Mr. Lloyd 
Praeger’s garden, and must be quite 3 feet 
high and as much through. It is appar¬ 
ently perfectly hardy there on the south 
side' of Dublin, and lias never had any 
special protection other than occurs natur¬ 
ally from the walls hounding the garden. 
Although originally quite open to the sun, 
it is now greatly shaded by a Laburnum- 
tree which has grown up beside it, never¬ 
theless the Cress Rocket continues to 
flourish.— Irish Gardening. 

Kerria japonica_This has been beauti¬ 

ful for weeks, and in our dry soil appears 
not to have suffered from the unkind 
winter. At the close of May I saw a large 
hush at the foot of a high north wall 
literally covered with the large double 
orange flowers. Botli this and the single 
kind look well as bushes on the Grass. I 
have found tne plants benefited by the re¬ 
moval each year of a few of the oldest 
growths when .just gone out of bloom.— 
W., Surrey. 

The flowering of the Laburnum.— 

Laburnums are flowering well this year. 
In some seasons a spell of drought before 
the flowering time causes them to drop 
their blooms when about to expand and ill 
others storms denrive them of much of 
their beauty. This year a wild day in 
May threatened to work havoc with the 
flowers, but, fortunately, the injury was 
trivial, and the trees have been very beau¬ 
tiful.—Ess Aye. 

The double Plum-leaved Spiraea.— 

Although lacking the lightness and grace 
of tlie single-flowered Spineas, S. pruni- 
folia fl.-pl. pleases many with its wreaths 
of double white flowers with a soupi;on of 
green between the petals, which rather de¬ 
tracts from the purity. The typical 
single-flowered plant forms a hush 5 feet 
or so high. It is easily grown, and is 
quite hardy. —S. Arnott. 
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FRUIT. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The Apple bjossom weevil_1 should he 

much obliged if you could tell me if the 
enclosed caterpillars are those of the 
winter-moth. There was a good deal of 
blossom on the trees, which is dropping. 
On looking closely, I found a great many 
of the buds had these caterpillars amongst 
them. Would this be the cause of blossom 
dropping? It is too late to save the fruit 
this year. What should be done to pre¬ 
vent a recurrence? The garden is an old 
one, and most Of the trees are very old 
and covered with Lichen. Owing to 
shortage of labour it is difficult to have 
them cleaned. I do not mink tney have 
ever been sprayed. Should they be lime- 
washed in the winter? There was hardly 


sufficient of the caustic solution must be 
sprayed on to their stems and branches so 
that it reaches the inside of fissures and 
cracks in the rough bark. Unless this is 
done many of the insects may escape and 
set up a fresh attack next season. You 
may, in addition, limewash the stems of 
the trees, but the more drastic remedy 
previously mentioned is the only sure 
means of ridding the trees of the insects, 
whose larvae have wrought such havoc 
with the blossoms.] 

Fruit blossom in 1917.—I do not see any 

remarks about the wonderful show of 
fruit blossom and its setting so well this 
year. May it be due to the entire rest given 
through a severe winter? A Somerset 
farmer once remarked to me that we only 
get what lie called n good crop of fruit 


“ Bourne Yale,” in the issue of June lGtli 
(p. 320), ought to be of much service to 
those who, under the present circum¬ 
stances, may have to undertake this 
operation, more especially those who have 
but little practice. The advice given is 
thoroughly sound and should be of great 
assistance to such. One point particu¬ 
larly impressed me. I have grown Grapes 
for a very considerable number of years, 
yet, had I been asked to say, off-hand, 
how many berries a bunch of Gros Col- 
man, or, indeed, of any variety, would 
contain when correctly thinned I am free 
to confess that 1 would have evaded the 
point if possible. Tile number given by 
"Bourne Vale” (from seventy-five to 
ninety berries), however, w hen one comes 
to consider the matter, would be quite 



A group of the hardy Orange. (See page 363.) . 


any fruit last year. I was not here in the 
spring. The year before mere was a large 
crop—mostly of small Apples.—M rs. E. S. 
Wedderbubn, Cupar, Fife. 

[The cause of the Apple-blossoms falling 
is due to tlie larvae or maggots of the Apple- 
blossom weevil (Anthonomos pomorum), 
and not, as you suspect, to the caterpillars 
of the winter moth (Cheimatobia brumata). 
As the eggs are deposited in the unowned 
flower-buds remedies are of no avail in 
the spring, but as the adult insects 
hibernate in crevices and cracks in the 
bark of the trees they cau be dealt with in 
the winter. The trees should, therefore, 
be thoroughly dressed twice with caustic 
alkali solution, the first time in December 
and the second at the end of January. 
This will not only destroy insect life, but 
Licben and Moss as well. As the trees in 
question are evidently in a bad condition 


every seven years. Trees are allowed to 
exhaust themselves in producing such a 
superabundance of fruit that it takes 
them some years to recover, and a mild 
winter may keep them on the move when 
they ought to be at rest. Another old 
farmer told me that in days bygone lie 
allowed boys to come into his orchard and 
thrash the trees for the remaining few 
Apples on them, and that he always had 
a good crop. I see when pigs are allowed 
to rout about in an orchard that the yield 
is much increased. I think we ought to 
do everything in our power to get more 
fruit, etc., in our own land now T that de¬ 
ficiency is felt and imports are depreciat¬ 
ing our own crops everywhere.—C. 
Phelips. 

Grape-thinning. — The practical and 
interesting notes over the signature of 


near the correct quantity, larger hunches, 
of course, having the larger number. Ex¬ 
perienced thinners work almost auto¬ 
matically, and can determine subcon¬ 
sciously when a bunch is “ right.,” hut I 
question if there are many who observe so 
closely as “Bourne Vale” quite obviously 
does. —A Scottish Gardener. 

Apple bloom, colour in_Seldom has 

there been such a wealth of bloom as this 
year. In my garden I have many Apple- 
trees. The highly - coloured Worcester 
Pearmain had blooms the nearest to white 
of any kind, w hile Lord Snffield and Seaton 
House had highly - coloured flowers 
although the fruit is almost white. Cox’s 
had very handsome blooms. Another 
curious tact is early kinds do not bloom so 
early as those that are long-keeping. 
Tower of Glamis was open a week before 
Mr. Gladstone or Gox’s.—J. Crook. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

RHUBARB POISONING. 

Tiie reports published in most ot the 
luipers as to the recent deaths from eating 
Rhubarb leaves are nearly nonsense. A 
medical witness is made to say that some 
people should not eat any fruit. Those 
who have any experience In nursing chil¬ 
dren or invalids know this, but surely the 
intestinal irritation produced in some cases 
by fruit is not due to oxalic acid or any 
poison as tiie statement giveii in this con¬ 
nection would seem to imply, but to quite 
different causes. 

You would say cook tiie fruit as it is, no 
sugar or other addition is required. Few, 
iieople, I think, 1 certainly for one, can 
manage fruit without some addition unless 
it is exceedingly ripe, so ripe that even in 
tiie country, what witli wasps mid flies, it 
is difficult to obtain, and to. us town 
dwellers it is absolutely unattainable, for 
it will not stand packing and travelling. 
Therefore carbonate of soda is certain to 
be used, and if there is oxalic acid in fruits 
It is dangerous to use it, as alkali and 
oxalic acid combine to make this poison¬ 
ous compound. What is the acid in gar¬ 
den Sorrel (Rumex aeetesa) that is much 
used in France, and some English people 
arc fond of it and even make soup of it? 
Prepared as Spinach, soda would, without 
doubt, be used with it. Many people like 
a little Sorrel added to Spinach to give it 
more flavour. Wood Sorrel (O.xalis), of 
course, contains oxalic acid, but that is a 
very different plant. I see some books say 
that oxalic acid can bo obtained from 
species of Rumex. Katharine Turing. 

n, Queen’s Gale Gardens, S.W. 7. 

[All use of sodas is wrong, and those 
who eat Rhubarb leaves have to pay for 
it.—IOn.] 

EARLY LETTUCE.' 

In, the last week of May Cos Lettuce made 
from 5s. to 10s. per dozen and Cabbage 
Lettuce from 3s. Cd. to 4e. (id. per dozen in 
Coyent Garden, which prices, I should say, 
are a record for that time of year. lettuce- 
growers for market must have had a dine 
time this, season. There are men who 
grow nothing but Lettuce all through the 
winter and spring, some of them on rather 
a large scale, and these men have un¬ 
doubtedly been having tiie-time of their 
lives. In some cases the Lettuces are 
planted out, but others groxv the plants 
in boxes, sowings being constantly made 
to ensure a succession. In a light house 
heated just enough to exclude frost and 
keep down damp, Lettuce in winter finds 
just the conditions which keep the plants 
in health, and they are doubtless more 
immune from the fungoid diseases which 
sometimes sweep off whole crops when 
planted out for the winter. 

There is, doubtless, more than one reason 
for Lettuce having been so dear this 
spring. The severe winter swept off 
nearly all the Cabbage Lettuce that in a 
general way stand the winter and come 
tolerably early, and although not so good 
as those which are in market phrase 
termed French-grown, that is to say, well 
■ attended to in the matter of watering 
i when needful, they come in very useful 
- and are sold at cheap rates. There was 
also tiie fact that green vegetables have 
been very scarce, and consumers were glad 
to find something that could form, in some 
• degree, a substitute for them. I make a 
practice of sowing in frames and in the 
open air, and managed to save a fair 
amount of Cos and Cabbage Lettuces, 
although even in frames a considerable 
’ proportion was destroyed by the combina¬ 


tion of cold and damp. For the first crop 
in the spring 1 sow about the middle of 
August. I sow Commodore Nutt and All 
the Year Round in the middle and latter 
end of September. These are planted in 
the last week in February and early in 
March, and come in in May just when the 
demand for salad becomes brisk. Much of 
the lettuce that comes into the London 
markets at an early date is grown in span- 
roof houses and planted, some at the close 
of the autumn and some during the winter, 
just enough artificial warmth being given 
to keep out frost and maintain a dry 
atmosphere in damp weather. In spite of 
all the care that may he taken losses, 
caused by the attacks of a fungus for 
which there does not seem to l>e an efficient 
remedy, will sometimes occur. 

Some who grow nothing but Lettuce 
through tiie winter and spring have a 
different system, which renders them’more 
independent of weather conditions. They 
grow the plants in boxes, constantly sow¬ 
ing and pricking off to maintain the suc¬ 
cession. The boxes being on shelves or 
stages there is a greater stimulus to root 
action, consequently not many losses are 
incurred and the quality is equal to that 
of the'French Lettuces which arc so much 
in favour. Probably tiie finest of nil early 
Lettuces ft re those grown on mild hotbeds 
in private gardens. They make their 
growth so quickly that they are wonder¬ 
fully tender, hut this form of culture cau 
only be followed when there is a command 
of fermenting material. Byfleet. 

SOME VEGETABLE MARROWS. 
Moose's Cream (white).— A very prolific 
trailing variety, medium-sized, good 
flavour, splendid for exhibition, and good 
for any purpose. It does remarkably well 
in large pots grown under glass in an inter¬ 
mediate temperature. 

Pex-y-byd.—A white trailing variety, 
very free-fruiting, nearly round in shape, 
quality of tfie best; good for frame or cul¬ 
ture in tiie open. 

Custard, Improved White. — This is 
extremely ornamental when growing, 
shows and sets its fruits freely, and when 
cooked quite young is delicious. It bears 
very freely under glass, also in the ojien. 

White Bush Variety. —Produces long, 
shapely fruits; suitable for a limited space 
In the open. 

Green Bush Variety. — This differs 
from tiie above in colour only. 

Prince Albert.— A true stock of this is 
the best trailing green long sort I am 
acquainted with; a fine exhibition and 
market Marrow. 

.Sutton’s Perfection. — A variety of 
much merit greatly resembling Pen-y-byd 
except in colour. It sets its fruits very 
freely and is a splendid variety for forcing; 
good for any purpose.—E. Beckett in The 
Garden. 

Wheatmeal bread_We are glad to be 

informed by IJr. T. It. Allinson, who writes 
on behalf of the Allinson Wheatmeal, and 
Mr. Goo. Appleyard, of Rotherham, head 
of the firm of millers who manufacture 
the well-known Artox Wheatmeal, that 
both the When (meals a hove referred to 
contain 100 per cent, of the Wheat. This 
is good news. Believing in Wheatmeal as 
we do, and recommending it on all occa¬ 
sions as the best for bread-making, cake¬ 
making, and for all purposes where the 
best and most wholesome bread supplies 
are wanted, we have pleasure in giving 
publicity to the above information. Bread 
made from meal containing 100 per cent, 
of the Wheat berry will supply practically 
all the requirements of the human body 
and will greatly diminish constipation anil 
other discomforts, and incidentally reduce 


Google 


the risk of appendicitis and other troubles. 
With good Wheatmeal bread as a basis 
for one’s diet, and a liberal allowance of 
fruits and salads, such as most of our 
readers can get without difficulty just now. 
there should ho little difficulty in main¬ 
taining perfect health on wlmt may seem 
to some very meagre rations. 

Fresh Lime fruits.—The following is 
from a handbook on “ Lime Cultivation in 
the West Indies,” published by the Im¬ 
perial Department of Agriculture for the 
West Indies:—“The Lime is finding its 
way into favour, in America especially, 
and is more and more coming to lie used 
instead of-the Lemon. It is generally 
conceded by all who have become accus¬ 
tomed to the flavour of the Lime that this 
fruit far surpasses the Lemon in the 
delicacy of its flavour, and it is well 
known that when these fruits are grown 
together for household purjwses, as often 
happens in the West Indies, the Lemon is 
only used when there are no limes on tiie 
trees. A Lime squash or Limeade is much 
more refreshing than Lemon squash or 
lemonade, and for use in cooking the Lime 
is generally preferred to the Lemon. 
Limes which are to be shipped in the fresh 
state are picked from the tree while still 
green, but they must be full-grown. They 
are allowed to quail for several days in 
the packing-sheds. This process consists 
of a slight drying-out of the excess of 
moisture in the skins, rendering the Limes 
tougher and improving their shipping 
qualities, since a small amount of water is 
given off and shrinkage of the Limes in 
the package is less.” 

Chemistry and food. — There is much 
learned talk just now about food, and we 
see the following in a popular paper. It 
illustrates as well as anything can the folly 
of the modern refinements about a very 
simple matter. The right way to attack 
the question is to study the nations who 
enjoy good health, vigour, and long life 
from a very few selected foods, such as 
the Italians, the natives of the Balkans, 
the Scotch and Irish peasantry, the hill- 
men of India, and, we believe, some races 
in West Africa, wlio are said to be the 
finest in physique of mankind : — 

“Daily caloric needs. — A man 
doing moderately active muscular work 
needs 150 calories of protein, and sufli- 
cient carbohydrates and fat to make a 
total food value of 3,500 calories daily. 
At hard muscular work a mail requires 
510 calories of protein, and carbo¬ 
hydrates arid fat to make a total food 
value of 4,200 calories a day. A man 
at light muscular work, and a boy of 
fifteen to sixteen years old, require 405 
calories of protein, and carbohydrates 
and fat to make 3,150 calories. A man 
doing sedentary work, a woman at 
moderately active employment, a boy 
of thirteen to fourteen, and a girl 
fifteen to sixteen years old need 3G0 
calorics of protein and fat and carbo¬ 
hydrates to make a total food value of 
2,800 calories dally. A woman at light 
work, a boy of twelve, and a girl thir¬ 
teen to fourteen years old require 315 
calories of protein, and enough carbo¬ 
hydrates and fat to make a total daily 
food value of 2,430 calories. A boy 
ten to eleven and a girl eleven to twelve 
•years old require 270 calories of pro¬ 
tein, and fat and carbohydrates to 
make a food value of 2,100 calories.” 

Oxalic acid in Sorrel.—I see in a paper 
that Sorrel is full of oxalic acid. Having 
used the large-leaved French Sorrel for 
soup and as a vegetable for some time, I 
would like a definite medical opinion as to 
the wholesomeness of it and the truth as 
to the oxalic acid in it.—A, 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

THE ROSY CLEMATIS. 

I put tills iu various positions when R 
first Caine out, anil it lias not failed to 
charm in any. Over tile mixed border it 
gave ‘a better early summer effect than one 
looked for, and it thrives in my cool loam 
as well us the white mountain Clematis, 
of which it is considered a form, though it 
looks distinct from a garden puint of view’. 

W. 


AMONG THE HARDY FLOWERS. 
Geranium r.AXCASTiuESSK. — It is now 
some time since I aei|uired a plant of G. j 
Iaueastrlense, and it is so bright with me 
that I can hardly pass it by at present. 


horizontal crevices. By planting them 
near the foot of the rockery I find that 
they do not suffer from drought so readily 
as when higher up, but even where they 
I are I need to keep a strict watch in con- 
| tinned dry weather. I have lost some by 
• neglecting tills, and have found my once 
| healthy-looking plants almost shrivelled 
| up. A soaking with water may freshen 
them up, but I do not see how this drying 
I up can help them. With the roots snugly 
' tucked between stones and the water 
pm red on the soil behind they will keep 
in health even through the driest summer 
If the watering is timeousiy done. 

Tub Purple Toadflax. — In an evil 
hour 1 planted in my garden some hits of 
tlie Purple Toadflax (Linnria purpurea). 
As a result I have found myself handed 
over to the tender mercies of an “old 
man of tlie sea.” It is not only guilty of 


Pink Mrs. Siskins.—I am pleased to 
see how many people still grow Mrs. 
Sinkins Pink. It has its defects, beyond 
a doubt, one of tlie worst of these being 
that it splits its calyx badly and the centre 
is a little greenisii. But it has a good per¬ 
fume, flowers freely, and Lists long, unless 
we have a wet spell. I do not think that 
it suffers unite so much from rain as the 
old double white Pink, which, by tlie way, 
is still the most deliciously fragrant Pink 
we have. - 

An Amateur of.Hardy Flowers _ 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Increasing Anchusas (T/iarly): — This 
work may bo done at any time between 
November and February. Lift the plant, 
cut away as many roots as can lie well 
spared, faying all in one direction, so as to 
keep tlie upper ends always uppermost. 



Arch of Rosy Indian Clematis, mixed larder. Gravetye. 


It grows but a few inches high and gives 
a full supply of pretty little flowers of 
rose veined with red. I am toid that in 
some places it does not flourish. I give it 
full sun and a poor soil, and in tiiis it 
causes no trouble, but spreads and flowers 
freely. It is inclined to creep a little, 
hut not in such a way ns to make it ob- 
unxiotis. It-is always neat, and when in 
flower is particularly good. I am told 
that it comes true from seed, but it can 
be so easily divided that seedling-raising 
Is hardly necessary. 

The Uamoxdia. — I do not pretend to 
having been always successful with the 
Kamoiidias; on the contrary, 1 have paid 
rather dearly for my experience, such as 
it is. Now r , I Rnd that I can grow them 
best in a northern exposure, quite shaded 
from the sun, and between the stones of 
the lower part of a rockery and planted tn 
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creeping at tlie roots and running under¬ 
ground before it comes up among some 
choice plant, but it also endeavours—and 
that successfully—to scatter its seeds and 
so to multiply still further. I would 
caution my readers against its introduc¬ 
tion, and, if it lias been brought, to tlie 
garden, advise them to eradicate it as 
quickly as (lossible. Iu lliese limes, when 
labour Is scarce, it is well lo avoid such 
troublesome subjects. 

Tiie double Soapwort. — There are 
many worse-looking flowers than those of 
tlie double Soapwort, which resemble 
those of a double i’iiik, but Hie plant itself, 
alllmugli it does not seed, has a tantalising 
way of running underground for a short 
distance and then coming up iu the middle 
of a favourite plant, which cannot be 
. cleared of this intruder without some risk 
I of injury. 


Any roots from tlie size of a Cedar-wood 
pencil to tho largest available may !>e used, 
the roots to be subsequently cut into 
lengths of 1J inches or thereabouts, keep¬ 
ing the ends that would naturally be 
nearest the crown of tlie plants always as 
thu upper end. „ When tlie whole of tlie 
l oots are cut into llie above-named lengths, 
take some well-drained pots, seed-pans, or 
boxes of a sufficient depth, and having 
placed very sandy soil or Cooonnut-fibre 
therein, so arrange tlie pieces of roots that 
tlie top is just exposed to view. Well- 
drained flower-pots of 6 inches diameter 
will do quite well, each pot of this size 
being capable of holding a score of tlie root- 
cuttings by placing them at intervals 
around the inside of tlie pot. With the 
roots iu position, fill tlie central portion 
with sandy soil, and water to settle the 
whole. If you have a frame in a green¬ 
house where a temperature of. 45 degs. or 
50 degs. is maintained 1 , the pots should be 
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placed therein. Very little water will be 
required for the first few weeks, and 
growth from the apical portion of me l oots ' 
will appear in a month or six weeks. With - 
more abundant growth give plenty of air, [ 
and subsequently transplant as you would ! 
seedlings prior to planting them out in the I 
border in spring. When raised from seed, 
which is host sown ill the spring, all do- ; 
pends on the treatment given the plants 
as to when they will flower, it is alwav s 
advisable to have young plants in hand so 
as to guard against losses. 

Raising Antirrhinums.—What is the 
best time for me to sow Antirrhinums 
which 1 wish to plant out about June of i 
next year? Will August-sown plants 
come into flower too early? I want them 
to follow Wallflowers in the beds.— ; 
W. F. W. Mansi'H’.i.d. 

[As you wish for a display in tin* bile 
summer and early autumn do not sow the , 
Antirrhinum seed until the lirst week iq j 
February, starting jt in mild lieat. if you 
sow in August the plants would flower ton J 
early and the best of the display he over ' 
by the end of June or early in July. | 

Single Dahlias. -Dahlias of all kinds! 
have had, during the present season, to 
put up with wlmt may he termed rough- 
and-ready treatment. The routs, put out j 
in a dormant state, have grown freely, 
and if the resulting slnmts are well 
thinned out there will lie a useful show of j 
blooms, these, however, being smaller Ilian 
is the ease with .voting plants. A number ^ 
of single varieties is yet grown. I heir value 
for cutting being undeniable. Many oh- | 
jeet that, when cut. the petals quickly j 
drop, but tills is the result of allowing the 
blooms to be fully developed before 
cutting. If taken when, the buds are on 
the point of expanding they will open 
naturally in water and endure over quite 
an appreciable time in good condition. 
The newer Collarette varieties- are de¬ 
stined, perhaps, to supersede . tile old | 
single Dahlias. Some of I lie single vnvie- I 
ties popular almost twenty years ago are 1 
quite as good as any of the more recent 
introductions. These older kinds include 
Demon (dark maroon). Victoria (white 
edged with red). The Pride (white), Amos 
Ferry (dark red), Noel hern Star (red and 
yellow), and Jack Sheppard (yellow). - 
Kirk. 

The white Lupin dropping its flowers.— 

If “A. G. S„” l,i a mi ni/loii, will replant 
this autumn his white Lupins in manured 
ground, he will not he troubled further 
with buds and flowers dropping. . My own 
experience with these old border plants 
prompts me to say that it is a mistake to I 
allow them to remain in one position too 
long without some form of manure being 
applied. Mine have a dressing of old 
stable-manure in spring, li. is this sur¬ 
face moulding that helps them in the hot 
and dry weather we have experienced this 1 
year. It is not always borne in mind that I 
Lupins exhaust the soil after a few years, 
and it is, thcrelore, wise to remove them { 
to a fresh place in the border.— Lua ur kst. I 

Lifting Tulip bulbs.—From experience 
with May-flowering Tulips, I am satisfied 
that it is much hotter to lift the bulbs 
every year when the foliage has died down, 
which is usually in July. My plan is to 
take the. bulbs up dii'eetl.v' the foliage 
yellows and place them in boxes with a 
little Cocoa fibre, and stand them in a 
cool, airy shed until autumn. It is a inis- - 
take to leave the bulbs in the ground from [ 
one year to another, as the flowers usually 
are not so fine, and there is nlwnvs n ! 
danger of damaging the bulbs with a spade 
or fork ill the summer in the absence of ! 

foliage to indicate their whereabouts,_ 

Derby. 

Backward plants—At this season of the 
year there are numbers of plants left over 
that do not roach the size for planting out- 
of-doors. It is just these small things— 


Pelargoniums, Fuchsias, Heliotropes, etc. 
—that, if potted on and treated specially 
ill the greenhouse for a few weeks, make 
most desirable plants for autumn blooming 
under glass. They need not he dispensed 
with because t f their smallness, as, taken 
in hand, they usually conic in useful later. 
—Townsman. 

Pasonia Philomela. —Although tins is one 
of the oldest of the herbaceous Families, it 
is doubtful if it is surpassed either ill deli¬ 
cate colour or rich perfume. It also has 
the reputation of being one of the freest 
and most reliable flowering varieties of its 
race, and for Ibis reason market men 
think highly of it. The dominant colour 
is satiny-ro.se, which changes to pale pink 
with age. The central tul't of petaloids oil 
first opening are of palest lemon-yellow, 
changing to white 1 and pink later.—S. S. 

Chciranthus iinifolius_This Choirau- 

llms, nieni soiled by “ MV* in your issue of 
June !>, is a distinct and pretty plant. I 
believe, however, that it is a biennial—at 
least, this is the experience others besides 
myself have had of it. It is interesting to 
learn from “ \V.” that it stood the past 
wilder with him. It is an excellent border 
or rock garden plant, and quite distinct.— 
A Jloiinini Gahpkxkr. 

Pasany-flowered Dahlias.— “ IV. MeC.” 
(page tlOo) will find many fo agree with 
him in his depreciation of the Pieonv- 
flowered Dahlias. The flowers are too big 
and lumpy to achieve the. populaiity ol 
some of the other sections. As garden 
plants they are coarse and do not make a 
satisfactory display.—A Uokpkk G.Ul- 

lii M R. 

cor.vniv FI'JLDIXGS. 

Tni-nik must he siq.nirate dwellings for the 
working jieople, coin 1‘ortahie and healthy, 
with Kiillirieiit land to supply food for the 
family. To wait till our men return and 
then start on schemes of housing, etc., is 
to court disaster. Most of them will come 
hack in the prime of life. The single men 
will not long remain umnaiTied, and they 
will require a house. It is our manifest 
duly to provide this. We want the happy 
homes and the happy families which are 
impossible under present conditions. To 
all intents and purposes the necessary 
machinery already exists in the Local 
Government Foard. lint ils powers are 
shackled by red tape. Few of us have the 
time or pertinacity to carry through n 
housing scheme in the teetll of the opposi¬ 
tion of local interests, hacked by tile legal 
subtleties of the Local Government Foard 
hy-l.iw.s. fl’lio housing accommodation of 
every parch should he reported on by 
some callable resident. These reports 
should he carefully investigated by a 
Government inspector, and if his review 
of the ease is favourable, proceedings 
should be begun to carry out the leeoin- 
iileiuhtlions of the rfqiort. Speaking from 
a certain amount of experience I feel con¬ 
fident Unit it would lie quite possible to 
select I lie plans of a dozen cot tages and 
have them standardised, so that they could 
lie leveled in any part of the United King¬ 
dom. A price could be obtained in com¬ 
petition, which would bring the cost down 
to the lowest possible figure compatible 
with sound work. Fy having all the build¬ 
ings erected to one plan the work of super¬ 
vision would I/p reduced to a minimum. I 
believe agriculture is likely to receive 
unieh attention from Government, and the 
scarcity of farm hands will be one of the 
prinei]al problems. We shall have to de¬ 
vote inii<-Ji time nml care to this question, 
in order that the young and vigorous 
youths "f our countly may lie induced to 
settle down in rural districts.- Mekvyn 
M vautnuy in Thr Three. 

[Mr. Maearlney ecrtninly knows well 
what he Iib written about, ajtcl his ideas 
fire good. The state of agricultural build¬ 
ings in the home counties requires this 
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word of protest, mostly against the neglect 
(if architects as to the real necessities of 
country buildings. The collages and the 
farmyard are. often sad evidence of bud 
building, roofs and tiles being often, in a 
rtillcn stair. Tiles in iliu district south 
of London slauil no lime after frost fol¬ 
lowing rain , and poor' things they arc 
at best; dear at any price. In some parts 
—A ’orfollc and also hr the north of France 
—one secs tiles that last for generations 
without a crack. 

1 have two collages on my estate built 
by a town architect, and they are bad, 
ugly, and inconvenient. Architects do not 
until themselves enough of the great ad¬ 
vantage of concrete in yelling rid of 
vermin-haunted wood floors. The use of 
concrete, well applied, is a great gain in 
some ways. Buildings in the country, 
bring c.r/nised to all weathers much more 
than in town, deserve more thought than 
they generally get from builders. The 
introduction of the tin roof is a disgrace¬ 
ful thing—raid in the w inter and hot in the 
summer. This form of roof is one of the 
worst sins of our day. 

Architects do not use enough of various 
waste material in our busy land. At 
Lyons l saw very good workmen's dwel¬ 
lings three storeys high made of clinkers 
.with cement whitened or plastered over. 
Tiny looked better than our bricks, and 
are fire and weather proof. In Burgundy 
i saw useful farmhouses being made 
of clay with a rein of cement every 
yard or so, two storeys high, Willi a low 
roof of sound lilrs. Whitened they look 
guile well — cool in summer and warm in 
winter- a better house than brick. If I 
Inn/ to build a farmsteaiting voir it would 
be a fireproof structure, guile a contrast to 
the ordinary ramshackle affair. 

The gains of this plan, to summarise 
them, would be; —(1) Vermin proof floors, 
nil purls safe against entry of creatures 
that enuse great loss to the country. (2) 
Absolute security against fire, the loss of 
stock mid food from fires being very heavy. 
(•'!) Btarm proof, the flimsy, high-peaked 
buildings in common use arc by no means 
secure even from ordinary winds, feeble as 
reeds before the tornado that comes now 
and then. On a small farm on this estate 
when I came, there was a shed CO feet long, 
only a few years built, and covered with 
the henry tiles of the district. One irild 
March morning the whole lay flat on the 
earth, and had to be, carted away as so 
niuili rubbish. (4) Brought proof. In 
many dry districts the want of water is 
often a fatal drawback to the farmer. 
With my way the -whole of the roof area 
it ill be a watershed for the best of water 
for man or beast. The flat roof could he 
kept as clean as /date glass windows. (5) 
Hot proof. The limber used ill the com¬ 
mon way is often imported and of poor 
itnalily. II nils away soon, and is a great 
help to destruction in ease of fire. In my 
way it would only be, used in doors. ((I) 
Frost proof. In llie construction of the 
two-storey building it should he easy to 
provide for the storage of anything liable 
to injury in hard winters; Hie roof and 
floor structure alone would go a long way 
lo protect from any cold to which our land 
is subject. (7) Repairs done ana// with. 
The ceaseless work of ruin, frost, and 
storm on the ordinary roof is a never- 
ending source of trouble and cost with 
roofs and gutters and pipes, wholly need¬ 
less if the buildings were constructed in 
the way I mean. The buildings—two 
storeys—would be best set round an airy, 
well-drained quadrangle, all barns, wag¬ 
gon. timber, or machine sheds im the 
ground level, any workmen’s rooms needed 
on the top storey with separate stairway to 
each set of rooms, and the whole subject to 
good art hite\’^ir<il .—W.] 
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ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

THE MOUNTAIN SANDWORT 
(Akenaria Montana). 

This fine hardy plant (loos not flower long 
enough to meet my wish as a summer 
garden edging, hut set in this case behind 
a few rough sandstone blocks is excellent 
as a margin to a group of shrubs and 
flowering trees. W. 


XOTES AND REPLIES. 

Saxifraga Dr. Ramsey.— This delightful 
hybrid was ready to burst into bloom with 
the coming of June, and now, after a fort¬ 
night, is full of its white, pink-si>ottcd, 
Hawthorn-scented sprays. It is said to 
he a hybrid between S. Iongifolla and S. 
cochlearis, though one would rather have 
suspected the latter and S. Macnabiaua. 
Be that as it may, it is a graceful plant 
and an easy doer. Happily, too. it is a 
good jierennial and increases freely, a 


TOMATOES OUTDOORS. 

During the post twenty-five years I have 
grown Tomatoes in the open-air, with the 
general result that in four years out of 
five the crops have been decidedly remu¬ 
nerative. In some years very heavy crops 
were harvested, in others only moderate 
ones. This year every cultivator who cun 
should grow Tomatoes according to avail¬ 
able space and other convenience. One 
year the plants, trained to upright stakes 
in an ojieh quarter, matured about eight 
pin mis of fruit per plant. This was my 
best year. 

It is, of course, necessary to grow the 
young plants under glass, and so get them 
forward before planting them in their 
summer quarters. Where growers are un¬ 
able to do this on their own premises they 
must buy strong plants. It is a mistake 
to put out small, weakly plants. They 
should bo from 9 inches to 15 inches high 
and sturdy by June Oth—a good date for 


and clusters of fruits. Directly the Toma¬ 
toes are planted place the stakes to them 
and put on a surface mulch of rotted 
manure, or littery manure if the other is 
scarce. Do not over-water at any time, 
and do not feed before a truss of fruit has 
set. In the second week in August cut 
off the tops of each plant immediately 
above the last truss of fruit set. as fruits 
formed later will not mature in the open 
air. Retaining a growing top and clusters 
of young fruits and flowers is a waste of 
the strength of the plants. Every allot¬ 
ment and small holder should try a few' 
rows of Tomatoes in the open border this 
year. G. G. 11. 


THE GROWING OF VEGETABLES. 

A vegetable much grown in Italy and a 
little difficult to grow here is 
Fennel (Foeniculum officinale). I have 
not been very successful with it, as I tried 
sowing, which one must do till one has 
some old plants. It is best cultivated by 
division of old plaids in March, and is a 



Editing of the Mountain Sandwort (Armaria montana). 


ainst important item with many who grow 
these plants. If,' therefore, there is any 
S. lougifolia blood in it, its influence is 
not apiiarent, and the plants do not perish 
after flowering as the forms ol’ S. longi- 
folla usually do. Doth the flowers and the 
bluntly-terminated sprays of blossom re¬ 
call a modified S. Cotyledon form, aiul, 
like these, the subject of this note is quite 
happy in strong loam freely mingled with 
broken 11 mo-rubble. Darren rosettes de¬ 
tached now and treated as cuttings should 
make good flowering plants for another 
year. The hybrid seeds freely, but the 
seedlings vary.—E. R. 

Linaria alpina—A few plants of this 
snrvived the ordeal of last w inter, and are 
now blooming freely. Mr. Farrer, in one 
of his books, expresses the belief that this 
plant is a perennial and a good many 
years’ experience with it in this garden un¬ 
doubtedly tends to corroborate tnat view. 
Self-sown plants, established in a very dry 
situation, especially along the edges of 
hard gravel walks, will live for years, 
though they may die back to the base in 
the winter.—A. T. J., A T , Waits. 
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planting, as rarely do we have any frosts 
sufficiently severe lo do harm after that 
(bite. Grow the young plants in ]K>ts in a 
compost of fibrous loam two parts, leaf- 
soil one part, rotted manure, wood-ashes, 
and sand one part. The soil must be 
pressed moderately firm when the potting 
is living done. 

In the meantime the border should be 
got ready. Tomatoes thrive where soot 
and wood-ashes have been mixed with the 
soil, a handful of soot and a 0-inch potfuT 
of wood-ashes to each square yard of 
ground. The soil must be worked while in 
a fairly dry state so that it. may be some¬ 
what firmed, as a loose rooting-medium is 
bad for the plants, inducing too sappy and 
luxuriant growth. Where there are avail¬ 
able walls and suitable fences on which 
the plants may be trained, but not any 
border space in the ordinary way, form a 
temporary border behind a row of slates, 
tiles, or boards placed on edge. A border 
of this kind should measure 15 inches wide 
and 9 inches deep. All side shoots must 
be pinched out while in a young state, re¬ 
taining only the main stem, main leaves, 


perennial and a long-lived subject. If you 
have no old plants, sow seed in March in 
rows S inches apart. Water well in dry 
weather. I\ hen the tubers swell, draw the 
soil, which should be rich, over them; the 
flower-heads should be removed as they 
appear. It can be bought in ordinary 
times at Italian greengrocers’ in London. 
It should he cooked in vegetarian or meat 
stock, and served with a rich butter sauce. 
This winter, when so many vegetables 
have been killed or injured, 1 have found 
the 

Common Dandelion (Taraxacum offici¬ 
nale) most useful und wholesome as a 
winter salad. It is best to buy tlie seed, 
as there are improved varieties, and those, 
properly cultivated, produce one of the 
best winter salads we have, and salads in 
winter are most desirable. Sow the im¬ 
proved variety early in May in rows a foot 
apart, and thin out to about S inches apart:. 
Remove all flower-buds as fast as they 
appear. Lift the roots in October, twist 
off the leaves, and leave the roots a few 
days to dry ou the ground; then store them 
in a shed in dry earth or sand. Plant 
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thorn in winter in boxes or imls as they 
are wanted, and bring them on in the dark 
in a warm greenhouse or frame. If the 
leaves are allowed to get green they are 
too bitter for most people. 

PiTHsr.ANF. (Portulaea olernoea) is an 
annual, but in a light .soil and a sunny 
situation it sows itself and comes up again. 
The leaves are gathered as required; they 
can be eaten raw in salad, and arc very 
good in soup. The stalks of Purslane can 
ho pickled in vinegar, like Gherkins. When 
used as a salad, herbs—Tarragon, Parsley, 
Thyme, etc.—added, chopped line, arc a 
great improvement. The 

Tree oh Eoycti an Onion is seldom 
grown now, all prizes being given for size. 
I find it easy to grow. It is most, useful 
and delicious, and saves the keeping 
Onions. It likes n warm, dry situation. 
Instead of seeds, the stem produces at the 
extremity a cluster of hulhleta, and these 
should he gathered when about the size of 
Hazel Nuts. It, is from these the plants 
are propagated, but they do not produce 
any bulblets until the second year. They 
are excellent to eat stewed with other 
vegetables or braised in butter. The root 
bulbs soon decay, but the bulblets keep 
well.—Mns. Eari.k in The Carden. 

NOTES AND HETTIES. 

Growing Tomatoes. —Is it possible to 
grow Tomatoes all the year round in a 
temperature of from (10 dogs, to Go (legs.? 
—T. S. B. P. 

I Ves, Tomatoes can be grown the year 
round in a temperature of (10 degs. to (15 
dogs. During the winter the temperature 
should not he allowed to full below GO 
(legs., und the more steady this is kept, 
combined with a dry atmosphere, the 
better the results. The plants for winter 
fruiting should he raised early in August. 
Some growers prefer plants raised from 
cuttings to seedlings for winter fruiting, 
as these are shorter jointed and boar 
earlier than the seedlings. In winter 
the plants succeed best when grown in 
pots. J 

Raising vegetables in cold frames.— 

Never before, iierliaps, have cold frames 
been put to more practical use than to-day. 
The late spring, with its attendant cold 
•spells, has forced us to make use of these 
structures for vegetables that in normal 
times wo should not have dreamt of. 
Everyone seems imbued with the idea of 
producing something at the earliest pos¬ 
sible date. The autumn-planted Cabbage, 
cut off by frost, will lie superseded by 
plants raised on hotbeds in frames. Cnuli- 
Uowors and winter Greens are being 
pushed on for nil they are worth, and, 
given a siiell of good weather, many will 
make up for lost time. Cold frames have 
been described as “ half-way bouses,” and 
this season they are justifying that desig¬ 
nation, and Peas and Itcans in pots for 
transplanting lo the open ground have 
proved tlicir value to small and large 
growers alike.— Hkahukst. 

Asparagus protecting the growth.— 
This is important in As[iaragus culture, 
especially where grown on the single row 
system. Undoubtedly under this method 
of culture the best results are obtained if 
attention is given to protect the growth 
when cutting is finished. With the short- 
uge of labour many things will he in 
danger of being left undone. Those who 
wish to have good heads will begin to think 
how protection can he given with the least 
labour. I have tried many ways. Where 
1 had a good supply of well-branched Pen- 
stakes I used to reserve some about 4 feet 
long. These were placed thinly on each 
side of the row and were most effective. 
Where these are not obtainable I have 


used canes 5 feet long. When the growths 
had (lerelopied, these were put 10 feet to 
12 feet apart on eaeh side, running two 
strings along them, one 2 feet from the 
ground the other 4 feet. I have used n 
single line of string, tying each growth to 
Iho string. When grown on the bed system 
it is easy to place a few spray stakes 
amongst and outside the growths. Nothing 
is more injurious to the plants than for 
the growths to be broken off.— DonsuT. 

Globe Artichokes require a liberal mulch 
with some good litter from the stables. If 
they are well supplied with properly 
diluted farmyard liquid, both the size and 
quality of the heads will be much improved. 

-1>\ w. a. 

GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Grubs in soil,—I am sending herewith 
some earth from my garden in which 1 
have found a very large number of little 
grubs. It was taken from a row in which 
1 had French Beans planted, and in which 
more than half the seed failed to come up. 
The row was manured well with rotted 
farmyard manure and seaweed, both made 
into a heap twelve months ago. Could 
you say what the grubs are, and if harmful, 
and, if so, how I can best treat the 
ground?— AX. Mansfield. 

[We fail to identify the grubs sent, but 
cun safely say that their presdhee bodes no 
good to whatever you may have or propose 
growing In the soil containing them. The 
faulty germination of the French Beans 
alluded to in your note is doubtless due to 
these grubs having destroyed the seeds. 
Either the grubs or the eggs from which 
they hatched out of were Imported with 
tlie manure mentioned. The soil contain¬ 
ing the grubs gives off n very offensive 
odour and smells as though it were 
“ manure sick ” and needed a dressing of 
lime to sweeten it. This should he done 
in the winter or early in spring when the 
ground is being dug. If but a small por¬ 
tion of the garden or only where the row 
of French Beans stands is infested with 
them sacrifice the Beans and give the soil 
a dressing of fresh-slaked lime at once 
and well mix it with the soil, for the 
sooner they are got rid of the better. If 
a larger area is infected, then you must 
perforce wait until the crops are out of 
the way. If lime is not easy to obtain, 
then make use of a soil fumigant and 
apply according to directions when winter- 
digging tlie garden.] 

Raspberry leaves diseased. —Will you 

kindly tell me the cause of the disease, on 
the Raspberry leaves enclosed? There 
are plenty of foliage and a good promise 
of fruit, but I am told tlie fruit will not 
come to anything. The plants get some 
sun in the middle of the day, and all 
growth between the rows is kept down.— 
John Lewis. 

[The Raspberry-leaves sent are suffer¬ 
ing from an attack of a fungoid disease 
commonly called Raspberry rust (I’lirag- 
inidimit Rubi-idiei). The best thing you 
can do is to spray them at once with liver 
(if sulphur (sulphide of laitassium), dis¬ 
solving 2 oz. of the chemical ill 4 gallons 
of water. The best way to make tlie wash 
is to put the requisite quantity of the 
chemical into a gallon of hot water in 
which 4 oz. of soft soap have been previ¬ 
ously dissolved, afterwards adding suffi¬ 
cient cold (soft if possible) water to make 
4 gallons. If sprayed at once and in a 
thorough manner the disease should he 
arrested and the foliage saved. If the 
fruit is ripening wo advise you to wait 
until it has been gathered and then spray 
the leaves. This, on second thoughts, will 
in any ease he the better course for you to 
pursue.] 


THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In broom June 25th. —TJliums (in variety), 
<Hadiali , Eremnrus (in variety), Ostroir- 
skin mayni/ica, Anthericums (in variety), 
E rigorous (in variety), Galega officinalis, 
Sidalccas (in variety), Anch'usas (in 
variety), Chrysanthemum maximum (in 
variety), Pyrethrums, Lupins (in variety), 
herbaceous and Tree Pcconics, Hcucheras 
(in variety). Delphiniums (in variety), 
herbaceous Phloxes, Geutns (in variety), 
Aqullegias, Jfemcrocallis (in variety), 
Coryrlalis, J'linlietrums (in variety), ’ lev- 
land and Oriental Poppies, Perennial 
Peas, (lazanta splcndens, Tufted Pansies 
(in variety), East Lothian Stocks, Antir¬ 
rhinums tin many colours), Pentstemons 
(in, variety). Calceolaria amplexiraulis. 
Iris (in variety). Alliums, Cypripedimn 
spcrlabilc (the Mocassin-flower), Carna¬ 
tions, Epimediums t in variety), Em gloves 
(various colours), Trollius (in variety). 
Sweet Peas, Nepcta Mussini, Clieiranthns 
(in variety), Mcconopsis (in variety), Vale¬ 
rians, Alertensia echioides, (Enothcras tin 
variety), hardy Primulas (in variety), 
Aubriclias (in variety), Androsarcs (in 
variety), Achilleas (in variety), alpine 
Phloxes (in variety), Haberlea rliodo- 
pensis, Lithospermums (in variety), Dryas 
oetopetala, Arenarias (in variety), HUtch- 
insia alpina. Antirrhinum Asarina, si. 
glutinosum, Armerias (in variety). Globu¬ 
lar ia liana, Ramondias, Lewisia IIoiccHi, 
Oniphalodes (in variety). Convolvulus 
maiiritanicus. C. Cncornm, Hons Ionia 
cacrulea, Wahlenbergia serpyllifolia 
major, IF. Pumilio, Oxalis (in variety), 
Erinus alplnus, Leontopodium atpinum 
(Edelweiss), Sedttms (in variety), Scmpcr- 
vivums (in variety), Silencs (in variety). 
Thymus Serpyllnm (in several shades of 
colour), Potent Ufa s tin variety). Lychnis 
tin variety), Cotyledon simplictfolius, 
Oarisia coccinea, Campanulas (in variety), 
Gypsophilas (in variety), Saponaria Bois- 
sieri, .S’. ocymoides, Saxifrages (in 
variety), Onosma albo-roseum, O. tanri- 
rum, Erodiums, Niercmbergiu rivularis. 
HcUanlhcmuins tin variety), Cisttis tin 
variety), Clematis tin variety). Honey¬ 
suckles, Solatium crispum, Hoses (many 
species and varieties), Scliizophragma 
hytlrangeoidcs (Climbing nyilrangca). 
Polygonum baldschuanicum, Carpentaria 
californica, Grevitlea sulpliurea, Eseal- 
lonias (in variety), Stranvwsia viuluhila, 
Colutca arborcscens, Tcucrium frulicans. 
Olcaria llaasti, 0. Gunniana, SenecSo 
Orcyi, Philadelphia (in variety). Vibur¬ 
num Hcnryi, V. Opulus, Wcigclas tin 
variety), Raphiolcpis o vat a, Deutzias (in 
variety), Andromcdas, Ccanaihus (in 
variety), Herberts (in variety). Catyran- 
lliiis floridus, Rhododendrons and Azalias 
tin variety), Perncllyas, Cotoncaslcrs, 
Shrubby Veronicas (in variety), Spiraas 
(in variety), Clioisya ternala, Pyrus 
japoniea semperflorens, Lauras nobilis. 
Nandina domestics, Daphnes (in variety). 
Genistas (in variety), Spar Hum j tin ceil m, 
Roblnias, Magnolia ruslica fl.-rubro, 
I lap 1 1 n i pliyll a m m a cm pod urn. N ym p h tra s 
(in variety), Sagillarias, Rodgcrsia podo- 
phylla, Myosotis palustris. 

The week’s work. —Advantage lias 
been taken of showery weather to trans¬ 
plant seedlings of W allflowers, Canterbury 
Bells, Delphiniums, etc. If tlie sun is 
very powerful after they have been moved 
a moderate amount of shade is afforded 
during tlie day, removing the covering 
before night, so that the plants may re¬ 
ceive the full benefit of the dews. It is 
necessary to raise fresh stocks of Pinks 
each season or the clumps become weak 
and straggly. This work may be done now 
either hv layering the grass in the same 
manner as Carnations or by striking cut¬ 
tings. I prefer the latter method. The 
cuttings may he pulled off tlie old plants, 
and, after trimming off tlie lower leaves, 
inserted in boxes of sandy soil placed in n 
close frame for a week or two and kept 
shaded. As soon as the pipings are rooted 
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they should be inured gradually to more 
light and air. Violets intended for winter 
flowering are growing freely. The hoe is 
used constantly in dry weather to promote 
a fine tilth. Stirring the soil saves much 
labour in watering. If Violets are allowed 
to get very dry they quickly become in¬ 
fested with red-spider. During hot, dry' 
weather much benefit is derived from light 
swingings in the late afternoon, and if 
the foliage is dusted with soot at intervals 
while the leaves are damp it will be of 
great assistance in keeping red-spider in 
check. All runners are pinched off as they 
appear, so as to direct all the energies of 
the plant to the formation of strong 
crow ns. 

The varieties of Philadelphus are now a 
pleasing feature in the shrubberies, P. 
Lomoinei eroetus, P. rosteflorus, and P. 
purpureo-maeulatus being particularly 
fine. Tlie plant's do not remain long in 
bloom, and a general thinning of the older 
growths should follow the fading of the 
flowers. Weigelas also are blooming pro¬ 
fusely, and the earliest varieties arc pass¬ 
ing out of flower. These, too, if time per¬ 
mits, should he pruned at this stage. The 
pruning consists in cutting out the long 
growths which have bloomed, to allow 
space for a new crop of shoots, which, in 
turn, will flower another year. When 
treated in this manner, long shoots which 
flower throughout their whole length are 
developed. F. AV. Gallop. 

Li!ford TJnll Gardens, Oundle.Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 


Asparagus—Cutting for this season 
being nt an end, every means possible 
should be taken to ensure strong growth 
and to see that the tops as they- develop 
do not get twisted about or broken off. In 
the first instance, artificial manures or 
liquid should he resorted to for the en- 
ruuragement of a free and strong growth. 
Fish guano is excellent for this purpose, 
and it can he applied several times between 
now and the end of the season. The only 
thing to guard against is not to use too 
much on any occasion—just sufficient to 
colour the soil being ample each time. 
Peruvian guano is also a good stimulant, 
but must l>e used more cautiously than the 
preceding. Salt is by some preferred to 
anything else, and, like fish guano, may he 
given on various occasions during the 
growing season. Liquid-manure may he 
applied frequently, especially during dry 
weather. AVith regard to the support of 
the tops, this can he accomplished quickly 
with the aid of old Pea houghs, or stakes 
may be driven in at intervals along the 
sides of tlie beds to which tarred cord can 
lie attached and stretehed from end to end. 
The beds should he kept clear of weeds, 
doing this by hand, as hoeing should not 
be permitted. Beds newly formed by seed- 
sowing should be thinned, leaving one 
plant at every' 0 inches or 12 inches in the 
rows. 


Runner Beans. — The earliest-raised 
plants should l>e staked forthwith, or if 
stakes are not to be had, use Pea boughs 
in their entirety— i.e., do not trim them. 
Failing either, use coir fibre, making a 
kind of trellis work with it for the bine to 
lav hold of and cling to. A few upright 
posts or stout stakes to which three cords 
or wires can lie stretched in a transverse 
direction will form the basis of the trellis. 
To these the vertical strings can ho easily 
attached. If nothing of any description 
can be afforded for training them on, the 
points of the growths should he nipped 
out when, they are about 18 inches in 
length. They will then branch out and 
I creme of a bushy habit and cover the 
ground. The finest produce is, however, 
obtained by the adoption of either of the 
previously-named methods. If a very 
late supply is desired a further sowing 
may now be made. 


Celery. —The plants to afford the main 
■mo should be got ouCjnto the tr 
vithout further deity. ^VSipll 



soil about the roots the evening before 
lifting, and give a thorough watering as 
soon as planting is finished. In cases 
where it is inconvenient to water fre¬ 
quently, a great deal of the difficulty can 
lie surmounted by placing a mulch of 
either old Mushroom dung or leaf soil 
between the plants as soon as they are 
set out. The earlier-planted lots of Celery 
must lie well looked after in hot, dry 
weather, adopting the same means of 
counteracting drought if labour does not 
permit of water being applied frequently. 
If not done, prepare trenches for late 
Celery. These need not he quite so deep, 
especially if that fine old variety Major 
Clarke’s or Leicester Red is grown. 

Turnips —Advantage sliouhPbe taken of 
the soil when in a thoroughly moist con¬ 
dition, such as after a thunderstorm or 
heavy fall of rain, to sow a large breadth 
of Turnips. Dress the ground either with 
wood ashes or soot, or, failing these, strew 
a little artificial manure in the drills 
before sowing the seed. 'Ibis will promote 
quick growth and enable the plants to 
escape the attentions of the flea-beetle 
should a spell of dry weather set in after 
the plants are above ground. 

Early vinery. —As soon as the crop has 
been cleared, ventilators and doors should 
he thrown wide open and the greatest care 
bestowed both on watering the border and 
the maintenance of the foliage in a healthy 
condition. Frequent testing of the border 
will alone reveal when water is required, 
and when found necessary it should be 
given freely. Old and established A ities, 
if in a healthy condition, may have the 
benefit of an occasional soaking of liquid- 
manure. The foliage, if clean, may lie 
hosed or syringed frequently, but if rod- 
spider has gained a footing it should be 
done daily. If the attack is a bad one, 
either syringe with an insecticide recom¬ 
mended for the killing of this pest or with 
sulphur mixed first into a paste with soft- 
soap and a little hot water and afterwards 
diluted sufficiently so that it can be applied 
with a syringe. Where the roofs consist 
of old-fashioned sliding sashes, the hitter 
should for the time being be removed alto¬ 
gether. 

Sucsessional vineries.— Present weather 
conditions are of the greatest assistance in 
aiding the finishing in some cases and 
forwarding the colouring in others, as the 
genial warmth now prevailing outdoors 
admits of ample ventilation being afforded 
both at the front and top of the vineries. 

C'are must lie taken to see that the borders 
have copious supplies of water, except in 
the case of Madresfield Court, which must 
be given sufficient only to keep the berries 
swelling. If overdone with moisture the 
berries will start splitting. The ventila¬ 
tors at the part of the vinery occupied by 
this variety should he kept open day and 
night, more or less, in accordance with 
miter climatic conditions. The portion of 
the border occupied by tho roots should 
be covered with mats, long litter, nr 
shutters until the Grapes are thoroughly 
ripe. 

Late Grapes. —AN here that fine late-keep¬ 
ing Grape Lady Downe’s is grown, a 
critical period is m/v at hand, as during 
the stoning, scalding of the berries is apt 
to oecur unless care is exercised both in 
ventilating and in keeping the pipes warm 
during the night. If a little air is kept 
on throughout the night, that, with the 
warm air given off by the pipes, prevents 
moisture, which is the primary cause of 
scalding, condensing on the berries. The 
heat should be maintained in the pipes 
during the day, also in cool, dull weather. 

Early Peach-house. —AA'hen the gather¬ 
ing of the fruit is finished the trees should 
be well washed, and if red-spider is pre¬ 
sent syringe them either with an insecti¬ 
cide or sulphur the same as for A 7 ines. 
Keep the border well supplied with water, 
and supplement this with an occasional 
soaking of liquid-manure if the trees are 
capable of assimilating it. If the roof can 


be stripped bare the trees will greatly 
benefit from the exposure. As far as 
possible, cut out the now useless wood 
which lias carried the crop. 

Second house. —Directions given for the 
management of the early house when tho 
fruit is ripening or approaching ripening 
apply here and need not bo repeated. 
Crops in a more backward state should 
have, all the water and stimulants they re¬ 
quire at the roots, and continue to well 
syringe the trees daily until the fruits 
begin to soften. If not done, pinch or 
stop the shoots beyond the fruits to in¬ 
duce the fruits to swell to a large size. 
If necessary, afford a light shade to bleak 
the fierce lays of the sun over Nectarines 
as they approach the ripening stage. This 
is more imperative where the roof is a fix¬ 
ture and glazed with large squares of 
glass than if the house is of tho old- 
fashioned type. 

Late house. —If the fruits have finished 
stoning their reduction to safe numbers 
must take place, leaving one Peacli to 
every square foot of trellising covered by 
each tree, and Nectarines a trifle closer. 
The border should then receive its final 
application of a concentrated artificial 
fruit manure, which should be washed in 
with a liberal quantity of water. Stimu¬ 
lants may be supplied subsequently in the 
form of liquid-manure. Elevate all fruits 
inclined to hang downwards on pieces of 
lath, which in the ease of large-fruiting 
varieties, such as Stirling Castle* and Prin¬ 
cess of Wales, should he of good width, so 
that the fruits are not injured or disfigured 
at tho base. Keep all shoots regularly 
tied in to the trellis and pinch laterals 
back to the first leaf. 

Strawberries for forcing. —Take ad¬ 
vantage of a wet day to get a good number 
of 60-sized pots cleaned and filled with 
rich soil ready for the layering of runners 
of varieties of Strawberries suitable for 
forcing. A sufficient number of 5-incb, 
6-inch, and 7 inch pots should, at a suit¬ 
able opportunity, also be washed and pre¬ 
pared for the preceding to be shifted into. 
This will save much time when the actual 
potting takes place. A. AW 


AUDI,AND COUNTIES. 

Apples. —I lonrn that in many gardens 
the fruit has dropped freely, and that 
caterpillars have damaged the foliage. In 
these gardens most trees are bearing an 
abundant crop, and many fruits must bo 
removed. It is wiser to be satisfied with 
a moderate crop of good fruits than allow 
the trees to be overladen. Not only does 
over-cropping result in small fruits, but 
the trees are exhausted, and feel tho 
effect for two or three years after. Espe¬ 
cially is this the ease with young trees of 
such varieties as Ecklinville, Frogmoro 
Prolific, Lord Grosvenor, and Lane’s 
Prince Albert, these varieties usually crop¬ 
ping very freely. If extra fine fruits me 
required, water the roots whenever the 
ground is dry and afford mamirial stimu¬ 
lants. Dessert varieties need not be 
thinned so freely ns cooking sorts, but it 
is well to go over the trees and remove 
a number of fruits where they are 
numerous, for the same danger as to over¬ 
cropping applies to dessert as to cooking 
varieties. Large size in dessert Apples is 
not desired in many quarters; neverthe¬ 
less, the cultivator should see that no tree 
carries more fruits than will allow it to 
plump up its fruit buds for the following 
season. 

Strawberries. —In these gardens tho 
Strawberry season will be a short one, 
and the fruits generally on the small side, 
owing to the hot and dry w'eather during 
the swelling of the berries. AA’here Straw¬ 
berry plants are required for planting in 
the open quarters during August or early 
in September, the runners should he 
layered as soon as thflyp aye procurable. 
Pots 3 inches or 3J inches in diameter are 
the most suitable, and should be filled with 
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fresh loam made moderately firm. A few 
rough pieces of loam at the bottom of the 
pots will afford sufficient drainage. If the 
loain is poor, a sprinkling of bone-meal 
may be mixed with it. The runners 
should be pegged into the centre of the 
pots, and it will be necessary to keep them 
well supplied with water and to sprinkle 
them each afternoon with a rose can dur¬ 
ing dry weather until they are established. 
If the pots are partly plunged in clumps or 
rows this will prevent them diving too 
quickly, and the plants may be more 
easily attended to when so placed. 

Early Peach-house. —The fruits in this 
house having been gathered, the trees will 
be relieved of useless wood by cutting away 
such as has produced fruit and can he re¬ 
placed by young shoots. This will give 
the wood retained for next season’s crop a 
better chance to develop and ripen. The 
trees are afforded a thorough soaking of 
clear water, and the foliage well washed 
with the hose-pipe every afternoon. Any 
trees badly infested with red-spider are 
syringed two or three times with a solu¬ 
tion of Gisliurst compound. It is essential 
to keep the foliage healthy as long as pos¬ 
sible. All ventilation possible is ad¬ 
mitted both night and day. Trees in suc- 
cessional houses, where the fruit is swell¬ 
ing, are well supplied with water; and 
where the trees are carrying heavy crops, 
an occasional application of liquid-manure 
is afforded. 


Late Grapes are more forward than 
usual, and the final thinning of the berries 
must no longer be delayed. They siiould 
ho more severely thinned than early or 
mid-season varieties, especially those re¬ 
quired for the latest supplies. The 
bei ries in the middle of the bunches should 
be allowed plenty of room to develop with¬ 
out crowding each other. When there is 
sufficient foliage fo adequately furnish the 
whole of the trellis, all subsequent growths 
should bo regularly removed, blit en¬ 
deavour to obtain a good covering of 
growth over the whole of the trellis in 
order that the Grapes may keep in good 
condition for as long as possible when ripe. 
See that the roots are well supplied with 
moisture and plenty of stimulants till the 
berries are colouring. 

Early Broccoli should be planted with¬ 
out delay. The ground for the plants 
should be moderately rich, and sufficient 
space should be allowed between the rows 
to keep the plants from becoming drawn. 
Late varieties of Broccoli may be planted 
ten days or a fortnight later in ground 
which is not too rich, in order to promote 
the growth of hardy plants to withstand 
the winter. Let the ground he made 
moderately firm before the plants are put 
out, in order to promote a stocky growth. 
All plots recently occupied with early 
c rops should he cleared and prepared for 
plantations of Coleworts and other winter 
vegetables. Ground which has been occu¬ 
pied with early Peas and other spring 
crops should he planted with some veget¬ 
able which can be removed in time to pre¬ 
pare the soil for plantations cf early Pota¬ 
toes or Cauliflowers. If these matters are 
settled before the winter crops are planted 
there will bo less difficulty in finding 
sheltered positions for the early spring 
crops. Savoys are sometimes planted 
much too early, with the result that the 
heads come in at a time when other veget¬ 
ables are plentiful, and thus they are of 
little value. Moreover, these early plants 
are unable to withstand severe weather. 
Savoys should bo sown for winter use, as 
they are then unquestionably one of the 
hardiest and most delicious vegetables at 
that .season. Savoys should he planted at 
intervals, on any vacant plots and in any 
position which can be spared, during July, 
and even up to the middle of August. The 
varieties of medium size are much to he 
preferred to the larger ones. The trans¬ 
planting of 

Endive sown a month ago will be done 
as soon as the plants are large enough to 


handle, or they ar 
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arcjiable to breapme drawn 
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and of little value. A sowing of round- 
leaved Batavian Endive will be made now 
in order to produce plants for the winter 
supply. The seedlings, as soon as they 
are large enough for shifting, are trans¬ 
planted to a part of the garden where they 
can he protected from frost by frames or 
spare lights. 

Onions set out at the end of April for 
furnishing large bulbs are making capital 
progress. They are plentifully supplied 
with moisture at the roots, and diluted 
| liquid-manure from the farmyard occa¬ 
sionally afforded. Soot is an excellent 
stimulant for this crop, and should be ap¬ 
plied when the atmosphere is moist. 
Spring-sown Jpnions growing in light soils 
need frequent attention. In dry weather 
a mulching of horse-droppings is very 
beneficial, and keeping the ground moist 
reduces the labour of watering. 

Late Peas require plenty of moisture at 
the roots. Soft water is best, and it 
should he applied in sufficient quantity to 
reach the lower roots. If a good watering 
is given weekly it may be the means of 
keeping up an unbroken supply of pods 
throughout the autumn. Stake the plants 
when a few inches high, using new sticks 
as far as possible, as they will best with¬ 
stand the rough winds of autumn. 

F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Walks and weed-killer _During the 

week weed-killer has been applied to tho 
walks. This labour-saving liquid is by 
some looked upon as dangerous, but if 
carefully used no harm follows. In any 
case, it is a great improvement upon the 
old practice of hoeing up firm walks, and 
a yearly dressing results, not only in a 
great saving of labour, but in clean paths. 
It is immaterial whether weed-killer is pro¬ 
cured in a liquid form or in powder, pro¬ 
vided the directions which accompany each 
drum or packet are carefully attended to. 

Stove —A little shade is now necessary, 
but this ought not to be overdone. One 
is disposed to envy those who have houses 
fitted with blinds and rollers which can bo 
used as the amount of sunshine warrants. 
The preparation known as Summer Cloud 
is, perhaps, as effective as anything, for 
it breaks the direct rays of the sun with¬ 
out causing too dense a shade. Where 
there is no regular Orchid-house the stove 
usually accommodates a few of the more 
easily-grown varieties. The best time to 
place them into baskets or to repot is just 
as they are starting into growth. Even 
when repotting is not really necessary, it 
is just as well to give them a look over, and 
to see that all is well in respect of drain¬ 
age. A little of the old material inay lie 
picked away and replaced with some good 
fibrous Peat and finely-chopped Sphagnum. 
Should it bo available, a few pieces of char¬ 
coal arc handv in the compost, and help 
to keep the whole sweet. Orchids require 
rather an open compost, but this ought to 
be pressed very firmly, yet it should be 
borne in mind that tile roots will not ven¬ 
ture into a closely-packed, pasty medium. 
Tf shade bo given, let there be a space left 
exposed for such things ns Bracamas and 
Crotons, which revel in sunshine. Free 
ventilation means a reduction of moisture, 
and this must be made good by copious 
syringings and bv moistening walls and 
paths at intervals during hot weather. No 
fire ought to be necessary now that the 
thermometer remains at slightly over 
(it) degs. during the night, but some artifi¬ 
cial heat is indispensable during damp anil 
chilly duvs, .such as are occasionally ex¬ 
perienced even at the height of summer. 

Vines. —Although in a general wav sub- 
lateral growths ought to be promptly and 
regularly dealt with, yet at times when a 
crop is finally swelling a little latitude may 
be allowed in this respect. I have noticed 
that such varieties as are inclined to crack 
are benefited by this treatment (Madres- 


field Court, fur example). It is quite con¬ 
ceivable that the incessant pinching and 
the resulting diminution of the area of 
foliage may have something to do, not only 
with cracking, but with shanking as well. 
Of course, dryness at the roots may 
equally induce either of these faults, hut, 
as indicated, Madresfield Court and other 
thinned-skinned Grapes appear to bo 
materially benefited when a little liberty 
is given in respect of growth. Very little, 
if any, fire heat is just at present needed, 
but the responsible person ought always 
to he ready to get heat up on the shortest 
notice in our rather uncertain climate. 

Fruit-trees in pots, if not already top- 
dressed, ought to be attended to without 
delay. At their present stage trees in 
pots require a good deal of nourishment, 
and this can lie readily given—in the first 
instance by means of top-dressings, which 
can afterwards he supplemented by water¬ 
ing with liquid-manure, or with chemical 
aids in solution. In either case, 1 prefer 
to rely on weak applications at frequent 
intervals rather than upon strong doses 
given occasionally. Of course, everyone 
must he guided to some extent by the 
weight of crop, but even in the case of a 
tree which is disappointing as regards re¬ 
turns, it is bad policy to grudge it a fair 
proportion of attention and stimulant. 
Neglect may easily result in insect pests 
and in weakened growth; these, in turn, 
being sure forerunners of a failure the 
next year. 

Strawberries. —This is a late season, 
and the maincrop varieties are onlv now in 
full bloom. I have seen these interfered 
with by frost when at the same stage at a 
date fully three weeks earlier. During 
the week a considerable area was 
thoroughly cleaned down by hand-weeding, 
all runners cut off, and, after a scattering 
of soot was applied, the ground was well 
hoed. This, it is hoped, will suffice until 
the fruit is ready for netting, when another 
careful clean will be given, this keeping 
weeds down until picking is finished. 
Those who have any forcing to do will 
he on the outlook for runners. For this 
purpose it is better to layer the runners 
straight into small pots, the plants when 
shitted on receiving only the minimum of 
check. Watering at first may be trouble¬ 
some, but ill the long run this method is 
preferable to layering the runners into 
mounds of soil. President, British Queen, 
Sir 0. Napier, and Sir J. Paxton are good 
old forcing kinds, and so is Keen’s Seed¬ 
ling, winch seems now to bo obsolete either 
for forcing or for general culture. 

Raspberry canes, now growing freely, 
may with advantage lie reduced in number 
where they are crowded, cutting out the 
badly-placed and weaker canes. I hear 
complaints of the frequency of the Rasp- 
berry-moth (Lampronia rubella), this 
being more numerous in some districts 
than usual during the present season. In 
view of the severe winter, it seems rather 
unexplainable. It is a very irritating in¬ 
sert, laving its eggs in the embryo fruit, 
which, if not entirely destroyed, is, at 
least, disfigured by the larvae. Hand¬ 
picking, so far as I know, seems to be the 
only remedy, but in these gardens we have 
not as yet been troubled by this insect. 

Wall fruit-trees —The shoots on these 
are beginning to be prominent, but as yet 
it is rather too early to undertake whole¬ 
sale pinching. Any specially strong and 
noticeably obtrusive shoots in the case of 
Plum-trees may be removed, but in a 
general way July is the proper month for 
this work. As regards Apple-trees and 
Pear-trees, if the wood is slightly hard at 
the base and stopped at four buds, there 
will be little further growth, and these 
buds w ill absorb all the growing force. Ii 
is a good plan to begin with the upper half 
of the trees, leaving the shoots nt the 
bottom for a time. This, I think, draws 
tiie strength into the lower branches, 
w hich, it will; bp titafcicptj, are inclined to 
deteriorate. Trees, however, which carry 
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good and regular crops do not require 
much summer pruning. 

Pinks. —Pipings of Pinks of the laced 
varieties may be taken now. If put under 
a handlight in a shady border they will 
soon form useful tufts. 

Potatoes. —Cleaning among late Pota¬ 
toes is being done as time permits, and as 
these are attended to the soil between the 
rows is forked up in readiness for the 
garden plough. The growth is very satis¬ 
factory. and but few blanks have so far 
been observed. Early varieties in the 
open are quite useable, and maincrop sorts 
have been moulded up in the course of the 
week. 

Parsley. —A sowing of Parsley has •been 
made during the week. This, if cut over 
at the end of July, puts out, fine sturdy 
growths well adapted to stand tile rigours 
of winter. 

Peas —Solving has ceased, and lines re¬ 
quiring attention have received supports. 
Dwarf varieties have podded freely, com¬ 
ing into use in the early days of June. 1 
am not. however, an admirer of those very 
dwarf Peas as a stray rat can work havoc 
among them in a night or two. 

Beet and Onions hare been further 
thinned and afterwards hoed. There is a 
gratifying absence of grub among the 
Onions during tile present season. 

\Y. McGufiou. 

Hut mar (! a nl m s . Kirkcudbright. 

BEES. 

EXTRACTING HONEY. 

Many bec-keeiiers strongly recommend 
taking out full combs directly they arc 
tilled and extracting them. If this can lie 
dune it undoubtedly contributes to more 
surplus lioney, because the hies get on to 
them directly they arc put buck into lliu 
crate, being attracted by the remains of 
their own honey. In any case tile combs 
get thoroughly cleaned, ready for another 
season, but if such extraction lie done 
early in July care should be taken to re¬ 
turn the comb to the hive with as little 
delay as possible. Extractors should be 
Iierfectiy clean and free from smell, lie- 
cause honey takes up and retains impuri¬ 
ties amt odours very readily. In running 
the honey from the extractor much time 
is saved if a tine-muslin bag, tilled at the 
iiiok with a circular piece of strong wire, 
be suspended from the tap. The honey, 
running through this into .some form of re¬ 
ceiver, is rid of all bits of capping, etc., 
and bottling off can lie undertaken at once 
afterwards. lSy soaking the hag in warm 
water and squeezing out, the honey will 
commence to percolate more quickly, lie 
careful to regulate the inflow from the tap 
into the bag. according to the rate of unt¬ 
il uv. 

I Would recommend those people who 
propose to have bees next season to keep 
their eyes open for any old-fashioned folk 
with skep hives. Those possessing sleeps 
will in* wanting their honey at the end of 
July or the beginning of August, and will, 
therefore, already lie thinking of their 
murderous sulphur-pits. The promise to 
them of their honey-comb entirely free 
from bees, without any trouble to them¬ 
selves plus a few shillings, will often 
recure a stock: or two of lieos, which may 
he united quite easily and form a strong 
stuck for a fro me hive. This promise can 
he fulfilled by any bee-keeper for you, my 
prospective bee-keeper, by menus of the 
process of “driving” the bees, which is 
usually done in August. I press this sug¬ 
gestion strongly. One of my own most 
productive stocks was obtained in this 
"ay, tu tii<> mutual satisfaction of my 
friend and myself. 

Digitized by 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Tulips (O.tY/).—If the whole of your 
lulips are in the came condition as the 
.samples you submit., we should not hesi¬ 
tate about committing them to the liie- 
heap. . They arc not worth planting or 
further trouble. Tulips i,f all classes 
under cultivation do bast when lifted each 
year parly m July and stored in a dry, 
airy uuthoipp <:r slmd aw ay from sun till 
mid-October, when they may lie replanted. 
In the meantime the bulbs should lie 
(-leaned and sorted into two sizes--huge 
and small, the former In he planted in beds 
fur flowering, the others to lie grown on 
till bulbs el flow ering size are obtained, 
in this way Tulips may he grown in the 
same garden ior many years, and. if given 
Irish soil er a new position eaeli’year, so 
much the belter. 

Flag irises <■/.).- if your Irises are get¬ 
ting too thirk and showing signs of weak¬ 
ness, which, no dun lit, they will do after so 
many years, you ought to lilt, divide, and 
replant them. This may he done a., soon 
as the flowers have wiriiered. II is im¬ 
portant, however, (lull I hey lie well looked 
after in the matter of watering during hot 
weather, so that the roots may ho kept in 
a moist condition, as. unless this is done, 
tim rools i.f the divided plants will not 
take held of the fresh soil,-, and, failing 
tills, the plants will lie unable to establish 
themselves until the aiiiuiun, and their 
flowering next year will in consequence 
suffer. The sooner, therefore, you move 
the plants, after they have done blooming, 
at th" sarm* time taking Inc prt cautions 
above mentioned, the heller will he Ihe 
chance of a satisfactory flowering next 
season. 

FUR IT. 

Caterpillars en Apple-irces (A. — 

Ion do not state what kind of caterpillar 
it is with which your Apple-trees are in- 
tested, hut from what von fay we take it 
that great injury is being done to the 
toliage. Such tuning the i a e, you will he 
quite safe in spraying t lie trees vv ith Swift\ 
arsenate of lend, made by mixing 1 ox. of 
tin* latter in 10 gallons of water. 

Summer-pinching Currant bushes (Enth- 

yrwvt:r ).— It is decidedly beneficial to pinch 
till' points out of the growing shoots of 
Eed and White Curranis, but not Black 
ones, for they hear principally oil the pre¬ 
vious year’s wood, hot the Rod and White 
hear mostly on spurs. Go over tlmm as 
soon as the crop is set, and pinch out ail 
the leaders; it will increase the size a ml 
colour of fruit, and will strengthen the 
hud s on spurs for next year's crop. 

Caterpillars in Apple blossoms' (F~ A. 

(rrahtim ).-—The injury is due to the cater¬ 
pillars of the pith-ninth (Lavenia atm), 
"-flic'll tunnel through the Mom'supporting 
the flower-trusses. The only thing to he 
done now is at once to cut oil' all aliVeied 
shoots with ilower-t ni.-scs at Inched, and 
burn them. The milting should he done 
far enough hack so that there is no riik 
of having any of the caterpillars behind. 
On account oi its habits, u is a pest against 
which the usual remedies applied at. this 
time ci vear are oi no avail, hut good may 
result from spraying the trees thoroughly 
"ith caustic alkali xelution, applying it in 
sufficient quantity to admit of I lie solution 
running into every crevice of the hark. 
This should he done in the winter months 
when the trees are dormant. 

VKUiTAHbK.x 

Bottling Green Peas <J/. If. Timm). 
— 1 Green Peas for battling should he quite 
young, and also of one size. Put them into 
wide-mouthed bottles, with a pinch of salt 
mi the top. Stand the bottles up to their 
necks in a large pot of water, which stand 
over a fire and boil slowly. So soon as the 
Peis .-com to he soft, take the bottles out, 
cork them up, seal them over, and keep 
them in a cool, dry place. Buttling of 


Green Peas is work that is host done by 
sontcono who has intimate knowledge of 
the business, as a slight mistake may lead 
to failure. 

Sweet Corn e,S'. 1 . 1 .—We should thin the 
Sweet Corn to about a foot apart in the 
line, and then there is little to do hut wait 
for the hearing state to arrive, and be 
very carolul not to gather the head too 
voung or too old, when the seeds get hard. 
Whore there is time to do it, a little 
“ earthing ” up of the line may help. 

SHORT REPLIES. 

L'linier .—“Vinos and Vine Culture,” 
A. E. Barron, price os. (id., post free, from 
Mrs. Barron, 13, Sutton Court-road. Chis¬ 
wick, London, W. / ith rented. —Regret 

to say tin* contents of the box wore 
crushed beyond recognition. Kindly send 
other specimens, if you can, .enclosing 
same in tin box to guard against injury. 
—■— T.tuhj (Ten-timer. —On no account cut 
eff the Potato haulm, ft was a great mis¬ 
take In sow such a crop as Peas between 
the Pot .1 toes. Bone-meal is a very slow- 
n-tuig manure, and is very useful for 
\ iors and fruit-trees. The finer the meal 
is ground the more immediate is the effect 

oil plant growth.- E. Ilurl-le .—See reply 

to “ Scraper,” re “Preserving French or 
Runner Beans,” in our issue of September 
Ith, lido, page All, a copy of which can lie 
had el the publisher, post, free, for 2ld. 
A'- hell ling Rons, sro reply to “M. IV. E. 

Ilea re, at foot of this' page.- Mrs. 

U. /l"h man.- Me have never cooked the 
Beans of (he Scarlet Runner, hut, from tho 
note in our issue of Juno Kith, page 324, 

Ihov are evidently used in Canada. The 
dri ll seeds of the Butter Bean are excel¬ 
lent for the table'.——. 1 . .If. —N 0; the 
flowering Currant, has nothing to do with 
Mr* attack of the “big hud” on your 
Black Currants. If toe “ big buds ” are 
net numcroun' you may get, rid of the 
trouble’ by picking off and burning the in- 

lestfd buds.- Eendle .—The flue dust is 

of 110 value. Your best plan will ho to 
have the ground dressed with gas lime, 
doing ibis when the various crops have 
Icon elearod. Ground treated with gas 
lime e:iumit lie cropped for at least three 
months alter it lias been applied. 


NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

flames of plants. K. M. —Specimen 
w ith long inflorescences of white flowers is 
Cladrastis tinetoria, the other is Cratiegus 
Criix-jralli arhutifiilia.- T. X. C .—1, 

I. imieera Maaeki ; 2. Iris ensata.- Mrs. 

Mini/ M. U'«7(/y.—The Alaidenhair-trco 

(Ginkgo bilobaj.- Exmouth. —1, The 

Portugal Laurel; 2, Leycosteria formosa ; 
3, The Spurge Laurel (Daphne Laureola). 

OBITUARY. 

II. T. KING. 

A vixi.-kxown mini in the seed trade. Mr. 

II. T. King, of Coggestiall, was, we are 

: irry tn learn, killed in a recent German 
air laid. Mr, King was the head of the 
Iii m of John K. King and Sons, seed mer¬ 
chants. of Coggo: 1 1 .- 1 11. and on the morning 
of (lie raid was at a railway station, witli 
.Mr. .1. It. .Millard, tn the course of a 
journey to Lincolnshire to inspect some 
seed crops. After leaving the train they 
were crossing the platform when n bomb 
fell. Air. King is believed to have been 
killed ell tile spot, but Mr. Millard, 
although struck by some pieces of metal 
on tin* scalp, ti.nl a fortunate escape from 
dealt), (.in regaining consciousness lie in¬ 
quired for Air., King, but could gain no 
information, and lie afterwards returned 
to Coggesbail, where lie is progressing 
satisfactorily. Later an intimation was 
.eveived ", at a sussed to be that 

i»l .Mi. 1 Iri biTt King* wiiis lving in a Lui^ 
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In Cartons to make 10 gallons of Wash. 


M9 DOUGALL BROS LTP PORT ST MANCHESTER 


The FOOD PROBLEM 
GROW MUSHROOMS 


THE FUNGI FOOD CO.'S "VIVO” SPAWN SYSTEM 
enables you to grow Mushrooms of quality, pink ami 
white, breakfast cup top size, all tlie year round without 
manure and without; previous knowledge, in boxes, pots, 
pans, in cellars, attics, sheds, spare rooms, in the open 
spare comers on allotments—anywhere ; darkness not essen¬ 
tial ; cost, very trifling and very litija attention required. 

MUSHROOMS are a food of gro it value, but they must 
be cultivated from pure spawn—not the maggoty sort that 
grow wild in fields, which are often very poisonous. 

ASSURE YOURSELF AN INCOME 
by selling your easily grown crops at from 16 to 36 per lb. 

Full particulars upon receipt of a 
stamped addressed envelope to— 
THE FUNGI FOOD CO. 
(Box 9), 

26, The Bar, Beverley, YORKS. 


POTATO SPRAYING. 

Get a “Sovereign” Potato Sprayor 

at once f to insure getting a big crop of 
Potatoes. It is Btron;?, eminent, anl 
easily used. Earns its cost in a 
single season. If you cannot 
obtain from your Iron¬ 
monger or Nursery¬ 
man, we will for- 

ward on /'JT- Price i 

receipt of - 

Galvanized or japanned, 
ei 

Polished tin 

36 

Canadian United Manufacturers’ 

12. Charterhouse Bldgs.. Coswell Road, Lonuui., 


BAYLISS 

JONES & ! 
BAYLISS L-i 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
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:: London :: J 
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GARDEN NETS. -SUITES 

square mesh Nets bound with cords, guaranteed cover 
measured length ami width 4id. sq. yard, any length, width 
supplied; selected weather proof stout l in-'h gquaro mesh 
Nets, bound with cords, any size, 3d. square yard; ditto, 
medium, 2Jd. square yard, as supplied to Royal Gardens 
over 30 years. I am the largest Hand Braided Net Maker 
iri the United Kingdom ; also Maker of Tennis Nets, Rick 
Covers, Gree nhouse Shading,* t< Goods promptly 

diRpotch-'d l.y i■:iss11g<• r train, carringB paid, on receipt of 
order, and saii-factiou guaranteed: sonnies posted r>n 
application. W. OLIVER ALLEN, Garden Nut 
Wot k . 1 ‘orthlcven, Cornwall. Fatal »1 ih1h* 1 1U0 years . 

IeIORT cycx.es. 

Cash or monthly payments. 

‘Signed Guarantee for all time. 

Packed in crate free and carriage paid. 

Since 1905 I have advertised in this paper, and have made 
and sold over 20,000Machines. NO EXTRAS: ltell, Pump, 
and everything included. Carriage paid. YOU CAN 
JtlDi: A N 1) TEST T11K M A C HIN E F< > It 10 DAYS. 1F 
YOU I)U NOT APPROVE I PAY ALL CARRIAGE. I 
have thousands of testimonials. Write to day for copies 
and Catalogue, with illustrations and full specification. — 

GEORGE BKATSON. LTD.. "LION CYCLE” WORKS, 
80. MOSELEY STREET. HIRM1N G11AM. 

~D 12DDY & SONS, Torleven Works, l’ortli- 

leven, Cornwall. — The largest manufacturers of 
GARDEN NETTING in the kingdom. New stout and 
specially strong square mesh Netting, half inch and one 
inch mesh, nt 4d. per square yard; light new square mesh, 
suitable for Strawberry beds, at 3*1. per square yard. These 
Net* are bound all round with stout cord, and cover their 
measured length and width. Any length or width supplied. 
Repaired Nettings in all sizes in stock. State your require¬ 
ments and we will quote lowest prices. Also makers of 
TENNIS NETTINGS, RICK COVERS, GREENHOUSE 
SHADINGS, WASP NETTINGS, PACKING AND 
TARRED TWINES of all kinds. All Goods sent by 
PASSENGER train Carriage Paid on receipt of order. 


r PHE APPLE in ORCHARD and GARDEN. 

—Containing full account of its culture, with special 
chapter on Apple Cookery. Price 6d.; by post. 8*1. — 
PUBLISHER, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

Digitized by Google 


If you are interested in this week’s 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRA 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three months, 2/6 ; six 
| months, 5/-; twelvemonths, 10/-; for Abroad, 12/-. Annual subscribers 
will receive the year’s complete Index to the volume free of charge. 

To Publisher or Newsagent 

Please deliver “ Gardening Illustrated ” weekly 
enclose __ 

Namc_ _____i_ 


(Mr.. Mrs., or Miss) 


Address (in full)_ 
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“Horse 

Shoe” 


Boilers 

FOR ECONOMY. 


aroiir.poisoNroTJS. 


Sale of Surplus Stock. 

Wo still hold certain small slocks of 

( GARDEN SEATS, CARDEN ENGINES & PUMPS, 
also CARDEN ROLLERS, WATER CARTS, 
CARDEN ARCHES, anil HAND LICHTS 

which wo Klmll bo pleased to clear at special price?, subject 
to being unsold. Particulars on application. 

BOULTON & PAUL, Ltd., ROSE LANE WORKS, 

NORWICH, 


Liqc Advertisements. - Single insertion*. 91 Dor 

line, minimum three line? (about twenty wont? Hit tb» firs’, 
three lines, and nine words each additional Hue). F.ont 
page, if guaranteed. Is. per line. No reduction pjr .-.erier. 
Terms for Display Advertisement ” 

inch (reduction fur Aeries). 

Advertisers not having a regular account, at 
must accompany their or lers with roallttanoo. * 
advertisement copy should be addresse.* 

MANAGER, 

63, LINCOLN S INN FIELDS, LONDON, W.C. 

ARDEN NETTING, 101b. bag odd pieces, 

3s. 6d., carriage paid.— H. J. GASCON, Jlyo. 


a 


LIST 82x of 
Complete Appa¬ 
ratus post free. 


RUINED CROPS AVERTED. — Study 
“Garden Foes,” by T. W. Saunders, which 
gives not only descriptions and pictures of Garden 
Pests and 1’lant Diseases, but offers the Remedy 
for each You can save money also by making 
your own insecticides according to fhe recipes 
given. Every serious gardener should have this 
book. 

Of all booksellers, price net. nr direct from 
"AMATEUR GARDENING148a. Alders gate 
Street. London, for 3/5. 

SIMPLE GARDENING.—This is the title 

of a book that is really simple. To the beginner 
it is a mine of profit, for it explains all the funda- 
inental things about Flowers. Fruit, and Vege¬ 
tables. from digging the land to storing the crop. 
The dullest intellect may understand its plain 
reading and cxpl cit pictures. 

Of nil booksellers V- net. nr 1/2 post free from 
"AMATEUR GARDENING.' 118a. Alders gate 
St rat. London. 


r. At T. ROSS, LTD., 

BURTON ST.. HULL. Entab. 1813 ***«= 


Advertisement 


Scale of Charges fo 
Advertisements in 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


Special Pricos for Cash with Ordor In Hull. 
CLASS, 4/21 oz. 


Boxes, 100 200 

8q. ft. an. ft. 

8 x Bin. 26 6 45 - 

9 x 7in. 29 - 47 6 

10 x Sin. 32 6 59 • 

12,13,14,15x8m. 35- 61/- 
11,12.13,14x9111. 336 62 3 
12.13, II x lOin. 37 6 64 - 

13 x llin. 38 6 65 6 

16.18.20 ilOin. ) 40 . 6S . 


Boxen, 100 200 

nq ft. sq. ft. 

12,14.15,16.18, 

20,22.21 x 12in. 

16, 17. 18, 20 : 

13i i i.. 

16. 13, 20, 22, 21 j 

x Mm . J 

20, 22, 24 x lain. 1 
18. 20, 22, 24 
16m. . J 

20,22,24 x 18in. 45 • 


40- G8 - 


73 6 
77- 

14 6, Join , 7 9. Jcwt., 


16,18,20 x llin 
PUTTY. Bent Soft.—1 
46; 14115,26. 

DIAMONDS, 7 6 and 10 6 each. 

GLASS CUTTERS, C-wheol, 1/0 each. 

-7-11). lover Lius. White 
19 j stone; ordinary colours; 7 - per atone. 


GLASS. 


C.P, Kinneli & Co. 


Ltd., 

65, Southwark St., 
LONDON, S.E.1. 


MANY YEARS RFPUTATION. 


EUREKA 

LASTING RESULTS-NO NEW EXPERIMENT. 


X LABOUR SAVERS.' eureka - lawn sanp. '■ 

SOILFUME, NICOTINE INSECTICIDES FUMERS. 
SPRAYS. AND OTHER CHEMICALS A SUNDRIES. 

v See List Please ask your agcnt for the Eureka 
7 ARTICLES - THEY ARE ALWAYS SATISFACTORY IF ANY 
riFFICULTY IN OQTAINlNG WE SEND DIRECT. CARRIAGE PAID 


o.i,Addr«,T omlinson & Hayward L» Lincoln. 
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CURIOUS EFFECTS OF FAST 
WINTER. 

Its results are puzzling, some shrubs and 
plants being killed in part only. A group 
of established bushes of double Furze that 
have given a good show for mauy years 
died to the ground, while within 7 yards, 
on the same slope and exposure, there is a 
batch in fine bloom. Erinus alpinus is dead 
in some places after many years adorning 
old walls, and then, to my surprise, I find 
many plants in fine flower under the same 
conditions, so I do not give up this cha finer. 
Some, like the bushy New Zealand Si>eed- 
wells, are dead in all parts and will not be 
planted again by me. Even the grey, 
spreading Speedwells that one thought 
hardy as nails have perished in part, so 
we keep on. The Azure Sage, a joy for 
many years and that had formed 
picturesque stems, is killed to the ground, 
lint many young shoots, which I hope 
will bloom well, are springing from the 
base. Australian shrubs, like Grevilleu, 
have not suffered much, but I do not 
care for them and would not plant 
again. The Violet Cress (Ionopsidluni 
acaule), which has not deserted me for 
long years, is clean gone, the frost without 
snow having do mercy. This tiny charmer 
used to flower all the green winters in vari¬ 
ous spats, often quite pretty when not 
another plant was in bloom. Happily, it 
Is easy to get from seed. The best chance 
of saving this in the winter is by sowing 
in stony or sandy spots, on rock garden 
or even on margins of gravel walks. 1 
scatter the seed without thought of cover¬ 
ing of any kind. In the face of all the 
rum it is delightful to see the hardy things 
that never flinch from us, Wistaria, 
Clematis, and Azalea. The lesson is to 
keep to the things that stay with you. 

W. 


NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

Bipiacu3 glutinosus has lately produced 
a number of white flowers, some of them 
pure white with a tiny orange centre. The 
ordinary flowers are si dark orange. I 
should like to know whether the Diplacus 
iu a wild state produces white flowers, or 
whether this extraordinary season is re¬ 
sponsible?— E. Charles Buxton, Coed 
I'enr, Bellws-y-Coed. 

Spiraea Henryi. —There arc two distinct 
shrubs under this name. The one I send 
forms a stately shrub and is most dis¬ 
tinct.—T. Smith, Newry. 

[There is no genus of plants burdened 
< r Uli so many confusing names as flic 
Spirtra, so leading to the growth of useless 
duplicates, whereas that named as above 
’■(■presents a distinct and beautiful shrub. 
-W. R.j 

Erigeron mucronatus syn. Vittadenia 
triloba.—This charming little composite is 
nulling up again after a severe struggle 
through last winter and spring; a few 
isolated specimens where many existed 
previously. It Is quite a fairyli’ke Daisy, 
90 i’-'ld and graceful, and will seed arid 
establish itself in old walls, stone steps, 
or dry rock banks. Except for about 
unce months in normal years it is always 
flower. One of the prettiest effects' I 
have seen of it was in the neighbourhood 
hast Grin stead, whejp it was 
oet^reeu the ere vices/of 

V. iO 
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steps of a terraced mansion. Seed is quite 
easy to procure.—W. D., Bexhill. 

Cornus alternifolius.— This comes from 
Mr. T. Smith, who says it is very profuse 
in bloom and n fine shrub. Native of 
Eastern North America as far north as 
Nova Scotia, it seems to do better in the 
free, gritty soil of Newry than about 
London. 

Geranium Lowei and C. anemonaefolium 

(pp. 347 and 34S).—I wonder what those 
who know will say about the names of 
Geranium Lowei and G. anemonsefolium? 
As far as I remember, the Rev. Wolley- 
Dod called the tall one witli magenta 
flowers G. anemonoefolium and Mr. Bowles 
gave me the Herb-Robert-like plant as G. 
Lowei. In all catalogues these names 
seem to be transposed. —E. C. Buxton, 
Bettws-y-Coed. 

The effects of last winter on Bamboos. 

—Bamboos suffered a good deal during the 
Post winter in the south-west of Scotland, 
and, although I do not think many have 
been killed, in most cases they have been 
much disfigured. Mauy of the leaves are 
bleached almost white or light brown. In 
a number of instances only a portion of 
the leaf has been thus bleached, and, as 
the foliage will remain on the plants all 
summer unless removed, the appearance 
of the plants will be spoiled.—Ess. 

The Trumpet Honeysuckle (Lonicera 
sempervirens). — This is often neglected, 
as. in my own case, it does not make such 
a vigorous appeal as the Euro [nail and 
Japanese kinds, andis often ha If-forgotten 
or ill-placed. A long spray of its shoots 
brought into the house strikes one for the 
fine colour of its long-tubed flowers. It is 
said to thrive best on a warm wall. Mine 
is in a rather poor place ort a railing in 
cold soil. It may be evergreen in its own 
country, lienee the name. It is not so 
here. It is worm growing for the effect 
in the house of the long shoots with deep 
red.flowers.—W. 

Spiraea Van Houttei. —Among the many 
valuable shrubby Spineas S. Van Houttei 
deservedly ranks high. A very fine plant 
at Monreith was still in bloom in the 
fourth week of June, though earlier than 
S. bracteata growing beside it In Sir 
Herbert Maxwell’s garden. S. Van Houttei 
is worth bearing in mind by those de¬ 
sirous of adding good shrubs to their gar¬ 
dens. It is quite hardy. It was raised 
about 1802 by M. Billiard, a nurseryman, 
at Fontenoy-aUx-Roses, and is believed to 
lie a hybrid between S. trilobata and S. 
cantoniensis. W. ,T. Bean ranks it next 
to S. arguta in point of lieauty, but as the 
latter flowers earlier the two may lie 
grown. —S. Aknott. 

Climbing Cramoisie. The note on this 
(■page 347) reminds me of another charm¬ 
ing Rose I have on its own roots—viz., 
Zephirin. Tile cuttings were struck in the 
autumn of 1014, and planted the following 
autumn. It is now a bush 4 feet high 
covered with its charming [link blossoms. 
The parent bush the cuttings were taken 
from was growing by an old pale fence, 
having been there many years, and usu¬ 
ally covered witli large fragrant trusses. 
This method is undoubtedly the best way 
to grow the finest Rost's and longest livers. 

I have two others likewise on their own 
roots, but much older. They are (Truss an 
Teplitz (crimson) and Mine. Alfred Car- 


riere (white). These make a trio hard to 
beat for fragrance and for gracing pillar 
or fence.—W. D., Bexhill. 

Primula Poissoni. — Not hardy every¬ 
where and not often grown successfully 
for any length of time over the greater 
Part of Scotland, Primula Poissoni is re¬ 
liable in Sir Herbert Maxwell’s garden at 
Monreith, Wigtonshire. There are in the 
liorders several fine clumps . of this 
Primula, all of which flower well. The 
colour is not all that one could desire, it is 
true, having a tinge of the objectionable 
magenta-purple, but it is a good plant, all 
the same. —Dumfries. 

Iris chrysographis. — At Monreith this 
Iris is doing well in the border, thus show¬ 
ing its real value much better than when 
seen in the shape ol cut flowers at shows. 
I saw it when first exhibited in London, 
the Monreith flowers being liner than those 
then shown. The fails are of a rich dark 
colour, the golden markings showing to 
advantage under such conditions. It is 
about 2 j feet high, or a little more, at 
Monreith. and has flowered well and is 
quite hardy.—Ess. 

Ixias in the open in Scotland For 

almost a fortnight there has been an ex¬ 
cellent display of Ixias from a narrow 
border at the foot of a south wall, 
although now (July 1) the blooms are on 
the wane. These were planted last 
autumn, and came through the trying 
winter and spring very satisfactorily. I 
fancy, however, that their present situa¬ 
tion is rather too dry and that if the Ixias 
were not quite so much uuder (he influ¬ 
ence of the wall the blooming period would 
be extended.— XV. McG., Balmac. 

Zauschneria californlca. — I find the 
secret of getting this to bloom is to divide 
it frequently. The first year, iu a hot, dry 
rockery, it flowers capitally; the next, the 
foliage is beautiful, but very few flowers. 

I have always found it quite hardy. The 
rock garden is beginning to recover from 
the effects of the winter, and Convolvulus 
althieoides and Gentiana erueiata have 
just begun to grow again (June). Some of 
the Clstuses that we had given up as dead 
are showing signs of life at the roots. 
Mr. Elliott, Stevenage, says he has never 
found a place where Oxalis ennenphylla 
does not thrive. With me here in Surrey, 
and also in Wales, it never grows any 
larger, and annually produces one flower. 
It is in a carefully prepared bed with Gen- 
tiana verna and G. ncaulis. The bard 
winter has agreed with the Saxifrages, 
both the Mossy and encrusted forms being 
very tine this year.—N. S. C. 

Iris laevigata. —This remarkable species 
was one of the most conspicuous things in 
tlie rock garden at Kew in the middle of 
June, a fine clump of it 4 feet or more in 
height bearing many spikes of the im¬ 
perial purple flowers. With the wealth of 
the late bearded or flag Irises over ami 
that of I. Kicmpferi yet to come, this still 
rare species was alone. No species of Iris 
that I know is endowed with greater colour 
richness, none, by reason of stature and 
elegant habit, displays it to such ad¬ 
vantage. It is this grace of habit and 
flower which renders it quite distinct from 
the Ksempferi Irises. Apart from the 
colour richness, only relieved by a thin 
golden lino at (he base of (lie 'fall, the 
depth of the flower also apiieals. in fine 
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it is a distinct Iris, nil the more welcome 
la-cause of tlie time of ils coming. This 
flue Japanese species is grown in the bog 
IKjrtion of the rock garden, its near as¬ 
sociates, the true I. Kiempferi, Kodgersias, 
and other moisture-loving subjects.—E. II. 
Jenkins. 

Spiraea (Iloteia) japonica.—In some 
seasons this useful hardy plant is apt to 
he damaged by late frosts, and for that 
reason cannot be relied upon. It has 
escaped this year, and is now (.Tilly 1st) 
in excellent bloom. I find it most useful 
for planting under the shade of Apple- 
trees in rather a heavy anil moist soil. In 
such positions H. japonica grows luxuri¬ 
antly, and in seasons such as this gives 
sheaves of bloom for cutting.—W. McG., 
Ualmac. 

A note from Bettws-y-Coed. -I suppose 
you have never before wen such a 
wonderful season as this, many things 
flowering freely which never flowered be¬ 
fore. The growth of Hoses, shrubs, and 
conifers is incredible. On a part of a 
moraine where there is not more than 
3 inches of, not soil, but Fir needles and 
chips, various Heaths, such as wild 
Heath and Erica euprea and E. aurea, 
were quite killed. Close by, Brucken- 
thalia spiculifolia is not only uninjured, 
but flowering as it lias never done before 
for many years. The same in another 
spot tenanted by Cornus canadensis and 
suchlike weeds. 1 often think of VVolley- 
Ilod's last words as wo parted for the last 
time : “ At the end of life the best of gar¬ 
deners realise how little they know.”— 
E. Chahlks Buxton. 

Rose Countess tie Cayla. — The Dog 
Briar on which I bought this, having 
eventually killed the Rose, I am about to 
add the remains to the fire-heap. Mr. T. 
Smith, writing me, says how could those 
who wanted the Rose be supplied without 
grafting on the Briar? Well, I would 
rather have waited a year than lost ten 
through the demon Briar. Having some 
miles of hedgerow and copse, in which the 
wild Rose has its true place, why should 
I he forced by tbe proiiagutor to fill my 
garden plots with a rampant enemy? The 
man who propagates only thinks of the 
cheapest way to got up a stock, and lias 
not to think of his way leading to the 
death of the plant. Soon after planting 
iny Countess, bought in the usual way, I 
got a few plants from Abbotsbury on their 
natural roots which are as healthy and 
vigorous in flower as a China Rose should 
he in June.—W. 

A note from Hillbrook Place.—Take it 
over all it is very satisfactory the way 
tilings have stood the winter, and more 
especially the Ericas. 1 do not think I 
told you in my last letter that the Pingui- 
culas are evidently going to make them¬ 
selves quite at home in the garden. Grow¬ 
ing in peat, with Moss and Rushes among 
them, they look naturally right, too. The 
Primula japonica seedlings arc all over 
tlie garden and were a wonderful sight 
this year. Can you grow Hydrangeas? 
They are no good with me, as they get 
cut back every year and so never flower. 
I do not understand it, as they grow like 
weeds at Frensham, near Ilaslemere, and 
I should have thought that my garden was 
quite as much sheltered as that one. My 
gardener has been out at the front for a 
year now, and I have a man in his place 
who, while being extremely hard-working, 
knows very little about flowers. How¬ 
ever, what can you expect these days? 
What the gardens of some of the big 
houses must be like this year I do not 
know. Topiary work must be a sad sight 
now. The war AvITl amt haiml dune any 
harm if it does^a\|i(y)\vittfJllit_sort of 


garden. One thing that would have 
](leased you at Hillbrook when I was there 
was the Clematis and Wistaria up the 
trees. There is no doubt that this is the 
way to show them off, and, if possible, up 
a Conifer or Holly.— Maurice Yoiike. 

Lonicera fragrantissima. — I have seen 
many wonderful things this season, but 
the following surprises me more than any¬ 
thing elseIn November last I planted 
two very strong Lonicera fragrantissima, 
one facing west the other against a north 
wall warmed by the afternoon sun. The 
one facing west made good foliage in 
February. The other did not seem to be 
dead, but, in spite of watering, there was 
no sign of foliage. On June Uth I deter¬ 
mined to got rid of the unhappy bush. The 
following morning I found a number of 
leaves, not on the new growths, but on 
very old wood. I therefore determined to 
wait and see. On June 21st the new 
growths were in leaf and a bloom open; 
also a flower on the old wood. Had this 
Lonicera really gone to sleep for eight 
months? Lonicera fragrantissima usually 
begins to flower here in January—E. 
Chari.es Buxton, Coed Derw, Bettws-y- 
Coed. 

The Peach-leaved Bellflower (Campanula 
persieifolia).—The established plants of 
Ibis, both white and blue, are particularly 
good this year in many gardens, and at 
3 feet or more high arc making a fine dis¬ 
play. In a suburban garden recently the 
slightly curving path to the house, 30 feet 
or more in length, was bordered alter¬ 
nately on each side with big clumps of 
blue and white, the whole constituting an 
unusual feature. Thus employed, these 
easily-grown plants afforded a good object- 
lesson for their use on a larger scale, and 
certainly few plants are more showy or 
free-flowering. While easily grown, they 
prefer partial shade if they cannot bo ac¬ 
commodated with a cool, or even moist, 
rooting medium. Fully exiiosed to the sun 
and in a dry, much-drained soil, they are 
liable to the attacks of fillips, which soon 
rob the plants of their beauty. In addi¬ 
tion to those usually seen such distinct 
varieties as alba coronntn, a. grandiflora, 
Newry Giant, and pallida grandiflora are 
well worth growing.—S., Surrey. 

Roses as bushes.—One reads much 
about the pruning of Roses; also top¬ 
dressing, manuring, spraying, and other 
things incidental to success, or, at all 
events, supposed to he. That such an 
amount of fuss is by no means necessary I 
have proved in the case of a ejiecimen of 
the well-known, richly-coloured variety 
Hugh Dickson, gtruck from a cutting and 
planted out in an o[>eu ]K>sItl<jn with the 
idea of allowing it to form an isolated 
bush. The soil is of a stiff clayey nature, 
and a little manure was incorporated 
therewith in planting. Since then (that 
is four years ago) it has had practically 
no attention, except to slightly shorten 
hack two or three of the principal shoots 
which threatened to outgrow the rest. 
Very stout ones clothed with handsome 
leafage are pushed up from the base, so 
that now it forms an upright bush some 
8 feet high and about 5 feet through at its 
widest part. If has, during the present 
season, borne a large number of richly- 
coloured, fragrant blossoms, and bids fair 
to continue for some time, while the strong 
growths promise well for an autumn dis¬ 
play.—W. T. 

Persian Cyclamens.—Judging by the in¬ 
quiries made concerning Persian Cycla¬ 
mens in various directions it appears that 
these old favourites are coming in for a 
renewed lease of public favour. They are 
by no means difficult subjects, although it 
may be feared that many plants are 


siwiled through being grown in too warm 
and too dry positions. That their culture 
is not exacting may be judged by the fact 
that Cyclamens can be grown, and grown 
well, as window plants. During the pre¬ 
sent season I saw a splendid potful in a 
farmhouse window, and as I raised the 
plant from seed seven years ago, giving it 
to its present owner as a seedling, it is 
evident that under such treatment a plant 
will survive for many years. I counted 
the blooms upon this old plant and they 
numbered ninety-three in all. I admit 
that they were smaller than those on 
younger plants, hut the fact seemed to me 
to be worth a note. Tlie plant referred to 
has been rejiotted every year as growth 
begins and is grown and bloomed in a 
window with a northerly exposure. The 
coolness of such a place is obvious, and 
has, no doubt, much to do witli the 
success.—A. Scottish Gardener. 

Philesia buxifolia.—Several correspond¬ 
ents having written to me asking why 
branches should lie sunk in the positions 
prepared for the cultivation of Philesia 
buxifolia, I herewith send the following 
particulars In the Journal of the Horti¬ 
cultural Society for. I think, 1851, Mr. Lobb 
wrote as follows “ In its native country 
it forms large masses on truuks of trees 
and rocks. It is a splendid tiling seldom 
found to grow a foot high. Tlie flowers 
produced near the ends of tlie shoots, are 
bell-shaped, and sometimes as large as a 
common Tulip, of a deep rose colour. The 
petals are thicker in substance than in 
any other flower I have seen. I have 
traced it from tlie level of the sen to the 
snow-line, and it blooms more, freely at a 
great elevation.” These details induced 
me to give the plant a good thick branch 
upon which to root, and this method has 
proved satisfactory. I find, too, that 
cuttings are easily rooted in pure sand, 
provided tills of the young growths are 
used. 1 insert these when about 1 j inches 
In length, and give no heat of,any kind. 

I have now a batch of nice young plants 
raised from cuttings put in last season.— 
George M. Taylor, 2, Joppa Park, 
Portobello. 

A note from France,—In your issue of 
June 2nd it is mentioned “Rhubarb is 
rarely found in France.” This is contrary 
to my exi>erience here in Picardy, and I 
have had many a good dish of Rhubarb 
during tlie last six weeks. Your readers 
may possibly be interested to hear about 
the gardens of these demolished villages'. 
The soil is Ideal, a friable Bile orange 
loam some 10 feet deep. The flowers, even 
in the gardens of chateaux and farm¬ 
houses, are of the most ordinary varieties 
—Lilium candidmn, L. croeeum, Pseonies, 
Dielytra, Phlox, Megasea, Funkia Sieboldi 
and another (less often to be met with), 
Polygonum snclialinense and another 
dwarfer variety, Delphinium, Lychnis, 
Lilium Mnrtagon, Aconitums, and perennial 
Asters. These plants are most accommo¬ 
dating. In spite of tlie heat, and drought 
I have made quite a nice little herbaceous 
garden since the beginning of June. 
Against all rules of horticulture I moved 
plants such as Lilium candidum along a 
dusty road in a wheelbarrow without in 
tlie least disturbing their equanimity. A 
large clump of Lilium croeeum moved 
about ten days ago has over thirty 
blossoms fully open. These notes are 
being scribbled in a fine wood of 
dean-stemmed Oak and Beech. The 
Bodies are in the same wood about two 
miles away, though, except for the hum of 
planes and occasional bursts of Arc, it is 
difficult to realise that we are in the midst 
of war. Foiir 1 magpies are quarrelling 
overhead and an, oriole is busy driving 
away trespassers— Koshacatch. 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. ' G |e course of a fen- years build up a much tarnlslied the beauty of the type. If any 

__ improved strain by eradicating the poorer of your readers iiave been disappointed 

m irnnoD sorts and selecting seeds from the more with this double variety let them treat it 

OUTDOOR PLANTS. vigorous plants.— Kirk. OI i the lines above indicated. The single- 

- flowered form will give good blooms in 

CLEMATIS ON TRELLIS OP ROSE HARDY FLOWER NOTES. abundance in very jioor soils, but the 

GARDEN. The double - flowered Apennixe double-flowered vatiet) needs good nourish- 

Tms is Nellie Moser lumbling over a trel- Anemone. —Until this season I have had a llu ' ll *' i 

Used fence to a small Rose garden. The poor opinion of the double-flowered form Primroses and Polyanthuses in toe 

plant is strong, hardy, and falls over the of Anemone apennlna. It seemed to be Grass. —The winter before last I planted 

fence in barrowfuls of flowers instead of hardly worth a place in the garden, the a tolerably large lied of these, but in the 

dying off In the usual way. It is one of colour being poor and the flowers too small autumn they had become very weedy, and 

the last batch of layered plants I had from and not produced in suflicient quantity to I Intended to transplant on to dean ground, 
the late Ferdinand Jamin, of Bourg-Ia- be effective. I have changed my mind, Owing to tlie nature of the winter this 
lteiue, the lost type of French nurserymen, and now consider this variety to be worthy could not be done, and knowing from past 
He used to tell me he always regretted ! of good cultural care. When transplant experience that very poor results come 



Clematis on trellis in Bose garden. 


having given up his store ground, but, 
alas! followed the crowd of the clever 
young men who graft the Tree Pieony, kill 
tile lovely Clematis of China and Japan by 
grafting on our wild Clematis of the 
Surrey Hills, and put the Lilac on the 
offensive Privet bush to perish. W. 

Cowslips (Primula veris).—It is said 
that the presence of Cowslips in a meadow 
is evidence of bad husbandry. Be that as 
it may, there is no doubt that tney are 
attractive, more especially to those who 
are fond of the Primrose family generally. 
In the woodland they ought to be planted 
more frequently, for their period of bloom¬ 
ing comes at a very, useful time.. Those 
who are interested tnes<^flo'v«« limy in 


iug Anemones last autumn I moved a 
clump of this double variety into well- 
stirred ground and top-dressed with rotten 
dung. The effect of this generous treat¬ 
ment has been magical, the flowers this 
year being large, very full, beautifully 
formed, and of a very pleasing shade of 
blue, not by any means so bright as that 
of tile type, but very pleasing and afford¬ 
ing a nice contrast when placed together. 
In one resiioct this double form is superior 
to the type. It is much more indifferent 
to the influence of hot sun and parching 
winds, which tarnish and sometimes de¬ 
stroy the beauty of this Windflower. It 
was this year in good condition when the 
hot sun and parching winds had much 


from the spring planting of early-blooming 
hardy plants X resolved to leave them as 
they were until autumn The consequence 
is that when they came into bloom the 
foliage was embedded in Grass and tlie 
Crowfoot, which is so abundant in damp 
meadow- land. I never have seen these 
spring-flowering plants look so happy. 
The flow-ers wore above average size and 
very tine in colour; in fact, so far from 
being starved and stunted, as one might 
have thought they would have been under 
such apparently unfavourable conditions, 
they seemed to rejoice in the companion¬ 
ship of these coarse weeds. It should, 
however, not lie a matter for surprise that 
they^ should be inoroLaf home under such 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 




373 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


July 14, 1917 


conditions, for our native Primrose and 
the Cowslip are invariably associated with 
herbage. One never finds them growing 
on the bare earth. 1 am wondering 
whether the double varieties of Primrose— 
notoriously diilicult to keep in health in 
the warmer counties—would take on 
l>erenuial vigour under such conditions, it 
is the only way I can get the Cashmerian 
Primrose to succeed. On the bare earth it 
is simply a biennial. 

Saxifhaga batiioniensjs belongs to the 
showy section of the family, the bright 
pink, almost red, blossoms, borne in 
clusters on strong stems well above the 
foliage, rendering it very effective. It is 
one of those rock plants which the novice 
may take in hand with confidence, and 
would, like some others of the Mossy sec¬ 
tion, succeed well on the level ground 
where the soil is naturally rather light and 
well drained. Probably it could he used 
as an edging. 

Faib Maids of France (Ranunculus 
nconitifolius 11.-pi.).—Although an old in¬ 
habitant of our gardens, I do not think 
this is very common at the present time, 
and I fancy that this is, iu a great mea¬ 
sure, due to the fact that it does not take 
kindly to all soils and that many growers 
are not fully acquainted with its manner 
of growth. This Ranunculus lias always 
been a great favourite of mine, and I have 
during the last few years tried to 
thoroughly establish it in a way that would 
show its true decorative value. Up to the 
present success has not been what I de¬ 
sired. The plants have lived, but did not 
increase. This season, however, there is 
a change. For the past two years I have 
well dressed with manure in the winter. 
Tlie plants are very vigorous and are ex¬ 
tending by means of underground stems. 
In some soils this Ranunculus probably 
grows and increases with freedom, but 
where it does not. the only way is to give 
it ample room, so that it is not in any 
way crowded by other tilings, and feed it 
well. This is not a plant for the her¬ 
baceous border. It should have a place to 
itself where it is undisturbed by fork or 
spade and where it can remain indefinitely. 

,T. CoRNim.i.. 


BEAUTIFUL HARDY PLANTS 
NATURALISED. 

Where gardens are near streams or 
natural waters thought might well he 
given to things that take readily to our 
land, as in the notes below by Mr. N. G. 
Hadden in The Garden :— 

The yeli.ow Musk (Mimulus Langs- 
dorffi) lias recently received much 
well-merited praise in the columns of 
The Garden, for it is certainly one of 
the most attractive of waterside 
plants, either in its self-yellow or 
chocolate-blotched variety. In North 
Devon it is interesting to find the self- 
coloured form abundant in the River 
L.vn, while in the Horner (the nearest 
stream in which it occurs again) ail 
tlie plants are of the spotted variety. 
There is a beautiful colony of Mimulus 
on the bank of a roadside ditch near 
Albury in Surrey, which was still a 
. blaze of colour in mid-September last 
year, and it Is also plentiful—or was 
in my childhood—in a little backwater 
of the Dee in Aberdeenshire. Near 
this colony there grew an even more 
beautiful and much rarer alien, the 
Blue Lupine from Nootka Sound 
(Lupinus nootkaonsis), which lias 
somehow become naturalised on the 
gravelly banks of a few Scottish 
rivers. Another of the very few alien 
species of the Pga tri 
claim to distiw/ion iSv 



Coronii.la varia. Being very rare 
it is little known, yet it is a 
strikingly beautiful plant when seen 
established among the native herbage 
as it is near Bewdley in Worcester¬ 
shire. Tlie curiously-shaped, rosy- 
purple blooms of the 

Indian Balsam (Irapatiens glan- 
dulifera) make a welcome addition 
to tlie rich vegetation of a few 
English river banks. Along the 
hanks of tlie Taw above Barnstaple 
this Balsam is as plentiful as the 
native Willow-herbs and Loosestrife, 
forming quite a feature of the land¬ 
scape. There is another secies of 
Balsam which is firmly established in 
]urts of Surrey and other counties, 
and is valuable owing to its latc- 
flowering habit. This is the 

Orange Balsam (I. biflora), a 
native of North America, it grows 
strongly in damp situations and is 
gradually spreading over new dis¬ 
tricts. The rather small orange 
flowers are succeeded by wonderful 
azure-blue seeds, which are shot 
violently into the air, after the 
customary habit of Balsams. 

The Soapwort (Saponaria offici¬ 
nalis) is now abundant in many parts 
of the country, and is far more beauti¬ 
ful than its double form so often seen 
in cottage gardens. 

The Winter Heliotrope (Petasites 
fragrans) is even more rapacious than 
our native Coltsfoot, but as it 
flourishes in the poorest soil and 
clothes waste land with its handsome 
foliage it is certainly welcome outside 
the garden. The fragrant flowers, 
like Butter Bur in appearance, are 
freely borne in the depth of winter, 
especially in warm districts like South 
Devon, where the plant is abundant. 
Several foreign Geraniums have estab¬ 
lished themselves in English copses 
and waysides, the prettiest being 

G. striatum, whose dainty white 
flowers with pale mauve veinings are 
very charming, if not showy. Though 
stray plants of 

The Evening Primrose (CEnotliera 
biennis) are frequent oil waste land, 
it is seldom that one can see them 
growing in hundreds among tlie Fox¬ 
gloves, looking as completely at home 
as any native. They give a delightful 
bit of colour to parts of the railway 
bunks on the Lynton-Barnstaple line. 

(To be continued.J 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Iris germanica.—Out of seven plants 
only ono lias flowered, with no obvious 
reason why this should be so. Should Iris 
germanica be kept always moist? —Clans¬ 
woman. 

[The Flag or Bearded Irises, the so- 
called germanica forms, prefer a much 
drier soil than I. sibiricn and an open, 
sunny position, tlie latter being well-nigh 
essential to a good flowering, though some 
are fairly happy in partial shade. In 
planting, it is important that the rhizome 
be kept practically level with the surface. 
Division and replanting are best done in 
Mareh-April, selecting strongly-developed 
pieces with a 4-inch-long piece of root- 
stock attached. Where, for any reason, 
the planting cannot be done ill spring, late 
August and September constitute a good 
second. Many Irises are distinctly partial 
to limy soil and chalk. Ceilipg plaster or 
old mortar may with advantage be freely 
added in the case of these Flag Irises. 
Failing these, slaked lime may be used, 
employing it at the rate of half a peck to 
each rod of ground, and forking it in while 


fairly fresh. The “Flag Irises” are not 
moisture-loving—ordinary border soil well 
cultivated suits them well—and the heavy- 
clay soils are more or less inimical to 
their growth.] 

Iris sibirica_Can you tell me why out 

of six plants of Iris sibirica only three are 
flowering—positions almost identical? All 
were planted and divided up three years 
ago, and none flowered until this June, 
when half are in bloom. All have fairly 
good soil, on tlie dry side. Perhaps they 
should be manured in the autumn.— Clans¬ 
woman. 

[This species and all its forms are 
moisture-loving aud far more at home by 
pond-side or lake tlian in the soil you de¬ 
scribe. Plants divided and replanted three 
years ago should lie uow 4 feet or 5 feet 
high aud have been in full flower by the 
early part of June. As none are more 
easily grown, their poor flowering is 
clearly due to a cultural error, and in your 
case it would appear you have erred on 
the side of growing in dry soil. Even in 
well-enriched border soils and with occa¬ 
sional soakings of water the plants should 
have given a better account of themselves. 
It should be remembered, too, that the 
good flowering of tlie present year is 
largely dependent on the growth of tlie 
preceding year, a remark which applies 
with equal force to not a few members of 
tlie race. To your enquiry “ Why out 
of six plants of Iris sibirica only three 
are flowering?” tlie answer is that they 
have not developed a strong enough 
growth, due, doubtless, to tlie lack of 
sufficient moisture. With abundant mois¬ 
ture at their disposal even small plants 
would have produced some flowers the 
year after planting.] 

Planting Anemore Pulsatilla. — I have 
found that by far the best time for trans¬ 
planting Anemone Pulsatilla is directly 
after it has flowered, or, at any rate, 
during summer while it is in growth. 
Autumn is a had time and early spring is 
not much better. I transplanted a dozen 
or so plants of A. Pulsatilla only a week 
or two ago, in spite of the ground being 
very dry. I soaked tlie roots in water 
after lifting them, dug holes for them, 
filled the holes with water, puddled tlie 
roots in, and left them sitting in what 
were practically mud pies, and have made 
no further fuss about them. But they 
have gone ahead ever since, and the faded 
flowers with which they Mere covered at 
the time of removal have changed by now 
(June lath) into healthy aud rapidly- 
maturing seed-heads. I have shifted 
Anemone Pulsatilla in autumn and in 
spring, and have found it not nearly so 
satisfactory as when moved in summer. 
Sometimes there have been losses, and 
even when the plants have not actually 
died they have sulked badly, gone blind, 
aud failed to flower that season.— 
Clarence Elliott, Stevenage. 

Effective hardy plants.—A pleasiDg dis¬ 
play is furnished at present by a back¬ 
ground of Anckusas (the Dro’pmore variety 
and Opal) and the white Lupinus poly- 
phyllus faced with clumps of Nepeta 
Musslni and the white rink Mrs. Sinkins, 
the association of the various shades of 
blue with tlie white being both quiet and 
effective. Of the two Anchusas I prefer 
tlie former, the colour of which reminds 
one of some of tlie richest of the Del¬ 
phiniums or Gentiana acaulis. The Lupins 
are handsome and would be more in re¬ 
quest if they were not so sbort-lived, par¬ 
ticularly in a iiot time like that through 
which we have just Kissed. Of course, 
one gets a little succession of bloom by 
the removal of spikes before they are quite 
done, but ouly on a very small scale. In 
another part of the border above noted a 
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nice display of pink is furnished by clumps 
of Sweet William Pink Beauty and An¬ 
tirrhinum Nelrose. Another interesting 
companion to blue and white flowers is 
Artemisia stelleriann. I have noticed, 
with regret, tiie passing of the Columbines, 
for they have been extra good, a vigorous- 
growing sort with large flowers that 
seemed to be a combination of bronze and 
old gold, being particularly noticeable.— 
E. B. S., Hardwick. 

Veronica filifolia.—If- not one of the 
showiest members of the race it is cer¬ 
tainly among the prettiest and desirable 
because of its early flowering, the species 
in southern England having practically 
finished blooming by the middle of June. 
But 9 inches or a little more high, 
numerous stems issue from a compact Toot- 
stock, these being furnished with narrow 


linear leaves, each 1J inches long, and | 
terminated by elongated racemes of small 
white flowers freely lined with violet- 
purple stripes, particularly in the upper 
parts. In flower it is pretty rather than 
effective, though the array of spikes push¬ 
ing from the dense habit lenders it quite 
distinct. It is a native of Russia. 

Chrysogonum virginicum_This excel¬ 

lent, easily-grown subject in cool, moist 
soils produces a rich display of its orange- 
yellow flowers. Carpeting the ground 
with tufts that are about a foot high, it is 
for a long time attractive with numerous 
yellow flowers, and, by reason of height 
and good colour, may he used in a variety 
of ways either in the border or rock 
garden. It is also happy in the moister 
parts of the garden, and no hardy plant 
of my acquaintance is more quickly re¬ 
vived" in water afteV"wilting.—S, tiJ \ 

Li t' VIjO vlt 


ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS, 

TRIALS WITH FLOWER GARDEN 
EDGINGS. 

The Wall IIaihbell and Gypsophila.— 
This Hairbell (C. muralis) is the most 
vigorous I have tried, growing in all soils 
and places, and in this case planted itself 
among an edging of the dwarf Gypsophila, 
the combination a very pretty one. The 
masses of flowers it bears one wonders 
how it supports without exhaustion. It 
grows up the retaining walls, and even 
grows through an old wall without soil 
behind. W. 

GENTIANA VERNA. 

In further reference to the notes I sent 
you last year on this charming flower I 


, am now able to give a more detailed ac¬ 
count of it in its native haunts in the 
North of England, which I made a point 
of visiting recently. Although I was a 
little late in early June this year, owing to 
the flowers having come on much more 
rapidly than expected during the hot 
weather which prevailed in the latter part 
of May, I had the pleasure of seeing it 
fairly plentiful, in spite of raids that have 
been made on it from time to time. In 
one case, some years ago, I was informed 
of a party that came with two motor cars 
and with their gardeners to lift it whole¬ 
sale for a garden that was in process of 
being formed. No true lover of plants 
would destroy rare and local plants in 
quantities in their native haunts when, 
witli eare, they can be propagated from 
either seeds or runners from plants, which 


should be obtained from nurserymen who 
nrp known to raise their stock in this way, 
and not by needlessly plundering plants in 
their native haunts. I found the Gentian 
widely distributed over the district visited 
aud ou a variety of ground, although all 
would, I should say, be on a limestone 
formation. It occurred on the steep, 
terraced banks by the river side and on 
terraced pastures near the “fell” tops; 
also in some cases along the sides of the 
“ streamlets,” very frequently associated 
with the lovely Primula farinosa, the 
latter revelling in the wetter parts with 
the Gentians above, the flowers often iieep- 
iug out of the wiry. Grassy banks or 
tussocks, which, while dry above, would 
continually have water iiereolating through 
below from the numerous springs which 
occur all over the district. The flowers 
very often came out from the bank at an 
angle, sometimes at about a right angle, 
and, when the sun was on them in the 
morning, were just like sapphire-blue stars 
peeping out of the greeu herbage. They 
are generally thrown out singly, and 
nothing like so comiiact as is the case with 
well-grown plants on a “moraine” gar¬ 
den (a plant on mine covering about 
7 inches by 4 inches having between sixty 
and seventy blooms on this year). One or 
two plants which had got detached and 
had established themselves, i.e., without 
being unduly grown Into with Grasses, 
etc., assimilating more to moraine condi¬ 
tions, flowered more freely, they having 
from five to seven blooms on in a coui- 
paratively small area. 

Some of the meadows in the same dis¬ 
trict were extremely beautiful, with 
masses of the Globe-flower, in some 
eases associated with the pretty Meadow 
Saxifrage (Saxifraga granulata) and 
patches of Anemone nemorosa, including 
many of the rosy-purple forms. In the 
boggy parts the Marsh Marigold (Caltha 
palustris) gave brilliant sheets of deej> 
yellow. Along the stream-sides and in the 
drier pastures were lovely forms of Viola 
lutea and the Early Purple Orchis (Orchis 
mnculata), including some pure white and 
pale-coloured forms of the latter. 

T. A. Loftuouse. 

Linthorpe, Middlesbrough. 


Erinus alpinus.—Whilst fully agreeing 
with all Mr. McGuffog says (page 319) 
about this, 1 think the variety E. a. ear- 
mineus, which, as its name implies, is a 
bright carmine, is distinctive enough to 
merit special mention. Naturally, one 
would group it with the rosv-purple of E. 
alpinus. By itself or associated with E. 
a. albus it is charming, and possesses all 
the useful attributes of the type. Both the 
carmine and the white variety appear to 
be less upright in habit than E. alpinus, 
delighting to flatten their flowering stems 
against tile walls of the niches or pockets 
they occupy.—A. T. J. 

A pretty hybrid Cheiranthus_There is 

at Monreith a pleasing hybrid Wallflower, 
of which tlie parents must be Cheiranthus 
Marshalli and C. inutabilis. It is on the 
wall garden in proximity to its parents, 
and takes more after C. Marshalli than C. 
inutabilis, but is much darker in colour 
and lias larger individual blooms. It mar 
be described as an erect-growing Wall¬ 
flower with tawny-orange blooms. I do 
not know' if it will come true from seeds, 
but it appears to be a perennial.— 
S. Arnott. 

Veronica rupestris alba_This pretty 

trailer can claim to be a really good white. 
The flowers, instead of being turn and 
washy, are of that density and whiteness 
usually associated witli the petals of me 
Snowdrop. It is a sun loyer, but a good 
and easy doer in almost any soil or situa¬ 
tion, and possesses all the satisfactory and 
useful properties of its blue namesake.—J. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

EARLY CABBAGES. 

In view of the importance of Cabbages as 
food in early spring the interesting notes 
relating to their cultivation by “A 
Scottish Gardener” on page i»24 of 
Gardening are worthy of close study. 
The very severe ordeal through which 
greenstuff of all descriptions had to pass 
last winter prevented many who had 
planted earlier in the season securing 
much of a crop this spring. It will, I 
think, be conceded that the arctic weather 
we experienced so long was sufficient to 
test the hardiness, or'otherwise, of any 
vegetable, and though one hears com¬ 
plaints of survivors in Cabbage patches 
bolting, by far the greater number of 
complaints is from those whose ground 
was stripped bare in February and March 
by the wintry weather, which played such 
havoc everywhere. It is, I venture to 
submit, in face of the approaching period 
when seed may be sown for next year's 
stock, a fair question to ask as to what is 
really the best all-round Cabbage. 11 A 
Scottish Gardener” mentions seven ns 
being satisfactory for earliness and 
exemption from bolting, viz., Harbinger, 
Flower of Spring, April, First and Best, 
Mein’s No. 1, Eilam’s, and Early Etampes, 
but subsequently reduces his selection to 
Ellam’s and Mein’s No. 1, and rightly de¬ 
scribes them as of excellent flavour, 
hardy, and early. lie then proceeds to 
point out the one weak spot in Edam's, 
and that is its propensity to bursting if 
left much beyond the hearting period. 
This is where Mein’s No. 1 rises superior 
to all those enumerated. I write of it 
aft&r a long exi>erience and after it has 
been tested up to the hilt in periods of 
snow and extended frost, and can de¬ 
scribe it as the best all-round Cabbage I 
know. It attains a good size, yet is not 
coarse, and so far as bolting goes is fairly 
immune. Its hardiness is unquestionable, 
as many Scotch growers pin their faith to 
it. The statement already made that 
after cutting, the stock, if permitted to 
remain, will throw out new growths pre¬ 
ferred to Coloworts I can also confirm, 
and I would suggest to those who con¬ 
template sowing seed to give Mein’s No. 1 
a trial. In the hardest winter it stands 
the strain better than any I know, and 
though naturally later this year, it has 
again been, with me, one of the best. 
From the end of July to about the middle 
of August is the best time to sow seed, 
which should be got in out of doors and 
the plants pricked off in good time before 
they become thick and drawn in the bed. 
Planting oul in the iinal quarters_should 
take place early in October. 

Perhaps some of the losses following 
Cabbage arc due to their being planted in 
too loose soil. Whilst it pays to give them 
rich feeding ground, as, for instance, a 
plot that has previously been manured for 
Peas, the ground should he made firm. 
Exuberant growth in Cabbage on soil that 
is not lirm is no guarantee that such 
plants will stand frost with impunity. On 
the contrary, they are often the first to 
succumb. Jt is those which are planted on 
tirin ground that stand the best chance 
always and yield sturdy-hearted speci¬ 
mens. Leahuhst. 

Cooking Maize-flour. Here is a recipe 
for cooking Maize-flour taken from a first- 
class Italian cookery book. The Italian 
cook always boils the flour before using it 
for other dishes. Make polenta by boiling 
the Maize-flour first. Bring the water to 
the boil, a pint to an ounce of the flour, 
then stir in thc^flofir, jet i^jj^ydowly, 


stirring every now and then to keep it 
from sticking to the saucepan, for forty 
minutes. If this cooked flour is mixed 
with proportions of Wheaten-flour the re¬ 
sult will be very good, and there Is not 
the same danger of digestive irritation as 
when raw Maize is used and often not 
nearly enough cooked. The tiring of scones 
or baking them in the oven is not sufficient 
to cook Maize-flour. 


THE VALUE OF DRIED FRUIT. 

Dr. Schaer, -who has deyoted much time 
to the all-imi>ortant question of preserv¬ 
ing fruit and vegetables for the coming 
winter, says: “ Fruit is not sufficiently 
appreciated as food. It is eaten as a 
pleasant finish to a meal, while in truth it 
contains all the elements of a meal in 
itself. He asserted that 1 lb. of dried 
fruit is equal to 2 lb. o*f meat. 

“ Those who are without ovens can take 
advantage of the nearest baker and send 
their fruit, as they once sent their pies, to 
be baked. Five to fifteen minutes, accord¬ 
ing to the degree of heat, is the required 
time to bake Apples, Pears, and stone fruit 
generally, then they are laid upon wicker 
trays in the sun or in the open air to 
thoroughly finish drying. Packed in cases 
or tin boxes, or anything convenient, and 
stored upon shelves until required for con¬ 
sumption, they keep an indefinite time. As 
witli every description of dried fruit, they 
must be soaked before cooking. 

“ Apples can be cut in slices as is 
customary in the Colonies, but Dr. Schaer’s 
experience has taught him that the aroma 
of the fruit is retained to a greater ex¬ 
tent when dried in quarters and when it is 
not treated with sulphur. Apples and 
Pears are peeled, cut in quarters, cored, 
and placed In any ordinary hot oven, or in 
a baker's oven, for from five to fifteen 
minutes, then placed on wicker trays and 
dried in the sun or the open air. These 
trays in France are called “claies.” For 
commercial purposes sulphuric acid is 
used to whiten the fruit, but Dr. Schaer is 
of opinion that there is more food value in 
Apples that have not been treated witli 
sulphur. 

“ Cherries do not need baking ; they are 
simply dried In the sun. Plums of nil de¬ 
scriptions, Peaches, Apricots, Nectarines, 
are dried in the same simple manner as 
Apples and Pears, after being baked. 
Peaches, however, must he peeled. 

“ Dr. Schaer has a plan of a stove 9 feet 
by G feet., on four wheels, containing sixty 
trays, that could travel from one district 
to another. Each of these stoves could 
bake four times a day, making over 1 cwt. 
of dried fruit. The suggestion is inge¬ 
nious and worthy the attention of the 
Government seeking means to preserve 
food.”— Country Life. 


MISUSE OF THE CUCUMBER AS A 
SALAD. 

Although the preparation of Cu¬ 
cumbers for the table is simplicity 
itself, Ihere is one point worth noting 
in this respect. It is advisable, after 
having cut the Cucumber into thin 
slices to cover it with salt. An hour 
afterwards the liquid which will be 
found at the bottom of the bowl should 
be poured off. Then the plainest of 
dressings, consisting of oil, vinegar, 
and pepper, can tie added.— Telegraph. 
[This is the usual and the wrong way 
with the Cucumber, which has its own re¬ 
freshing satis. ft is the misuse of salt 
anil vinegar which gives this good thing a 
bad name. A Cucumber is no more in 
need of vinegar than a Tomato. In some 
recipes for salads icc read of the Cucumber 
being dressed with vinegar, pepper, and 
mustard, I lie vinegar used being often only 


an injurious form of acid. Those who 
venture on the vegetable in that way can 
have no notion of its quality eaten " au 
natural.TV] 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Sowens.—Of this, my “ Century Dic¬ 
tionary ” says: “ A nutritious article of 
food made from the farina remaining 
among the husks of Oats, much used in 
Scotland and formerly in Northumberland. 
The husks (called in Scotland seeds or 
aids), after being separated from the oat¬ 
meal by the sieve, still retain a consider¬ 
able portion of farinaceous matter. A 
quantity of the husks is steeped in water 
till the farinaceous matter is dissolved and 
until the liquid has become sour. The 
whole is then put into a sieve, which 
allows the milky liquid to i>ass through 
into a barrel or other vessel, but retains 
tile husks. The starchy matter gradually 
subsides to the bottom of the barrel. The 
sour liquor is then decanted off, fresh water 
is stirred into the deposit that is left, and 
the mixture, when boiled, forms sowens. 
In England it is more commonly called 
flummery. The word sowens seems to 
have some affinity with «eic ( = juice; 
hence, broth, gravy, a made dish) 

“ I wol not tel ten of her strange sewes.” 

— Chaucer. 

Under flummery (from a Welsh word 
meaning soup), I find this, from Lupton's 
“Thousand Notable Things” : “To make 
flummery that will thicken sauce excel¬ 
lently, instead of grated bread or .flower 
[sic), take a good handful of beaten oat¬ 
meal, put it into a quart of water, and 
boil it half away, then strain it through 
a sieve; let it stand by you for use. It 
is much better thnn grated bread or flower, 
or, in most eases, than eggs.”—H. J. 

The bill of fare.—The feeding and eat¬ 
ing of domestic animals are, of all forms 
of food wastagp, the most extravagant and 
the most useless. A steer eats and de¬ 
stroys ten times as much food as it pro¬ 
duces—and better food! To feed Corn to 
a pig and then cat the pig is simply taking 
the Corn second hand and with great 
wastage, for the pig uses most of the corn 
for his own purposes. The pig-eater gets 
back only a small fraction of the Corn fed 
to the pig—and Corn is vastly better food 
than pork. Corn has more food units to 
the pound and contains no tapeworm or 
tuberculosis germs. But if we do not eat 
meat wbat shall we substitute? The 
answer is simple. No substitute is needed. 
Simply drop out meat, and the immediate 
effect will be better feeding, more strength, 
better bowel action, a cleaner tongue and 
sweeter breath, more endurance, more 
efficiency, less disease, and longer life. 
Ordinary foodstuffs are able to furnish all 
tlie elements that the body needs for all 
purposes, and when meat is dropped out 
the hill of fare is at onee improved, for 
meat is the poorest, most dangerous, and 
most unnecessary of all the foods we eat. 
-It is, in short, simply a dangerous and ex¬ 
pensive luxury. The old Idea that meat Is 
necessary for strength and vigour was ex¬ 
ploded half a century ago. The healthiest, 
most enduring, longest-lived people in the 
world are flesh abstainers. —Dr. Kellogg 
in flood Health. 

The over-valued Potato. — Just now 
many may be tempted to eat the soapy, 
early l’otato, as poor a form of food as 
any grown in our Isles. Better wait until 
the tuber has formed itself, so to say. 
Far too much value is placed on the 
Potato, a tender tropical plant in the face 
of its liability as to disease, while its 
value as food is not half so good as the 
cereals hardy in our own land—Barley, 
Oats, llyc, and Wheat— 10 ':> A 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

A BRIGHT RHODODENDRON IN THE 
HOUSE. 

Tiie splendid colour of Rhododendron 
Ascot Brilliant I enjoyed this year in the 
house as well as in the open. The value 
of such kinds as this It would be hard to 
over-estimate, and it is sad to think of 
their fate in the hands of the propagator 
who stupidly puts such precious kinds on 
the too plentiful It. ponticum to die a 
miserable death in-due time. W. 


Rubus parvus. — riants grown in pots 
plunged in sand beds—as is the custom in 
nurseries—never seem unite so resistant 
to winter cold as the same plants estab¬ 
lished in open ground. Yet some plants 


take it for a Bramble. It is in no way 
showy, hut fine colour is not everything in 
the garden. One must have colour, of 
course, lots of it, but it is good to have 
here anil there plants of uuiet charm and 
quaint aspect, such as Rubus parvus.— 
Clarence Elliott, Stevenage. 

Hydrangea Bretschneideri. — Knowledge 
of the Hydrangea family as a genus of 
ornamental shrubs is often limited to two 
species and their respective varieties, i.e., 
II. Hortensia and H. panlcuiata. There 
are others that are equally desirable and 
that are well worth a trial. H. Bret¬ 
schneideri is one of these little-known 
shrubs, yet it blooms with the greatest 
freedom and creates a pleasing effect 
during the greater part of June and early 
July. A native of China, it was intro¬ 
duced about thirty-live years ago from the 


The Mexican Orange-flower (Clmisya 
ternata) at Monreith. —This is extensively 
cultivated in Sir Herbert Maxwell’s 
garden at Monreith arid also in various 
open parts in the woods, where it appears 
to lie quite at home. It makes big 
bushes, whicli flower very freely. Ohoisya 
ternata is hardier than many think, and 
even when cut to the ground often breaks 
away at the root. In such places as Mon- 
reitli, however, a severe winter has no ill- 
effect on it.— S. Arnott. 

Spiraea bracteata. —This, very fine at 
Monreith this season, is one of the 
best of the shrubby species. It comes a 
little after S. Van Houttei, and before the 
latter is over. Not so pure white as Van 
Houttei, it surpasses it hi profusion of 
flower.—S. Arnott. 

Helianthemum Miss Mould _I think 

this Sun Rose one of the best. The 



Rhododendron Ascot Brilliant in bronze vase. 


of Rubus parvus which 1 had in ]>ots in 
the open came through last winter and 
lived, and that is a pretty severe test. I 
had been told that the plant was none too 
hardy. It is a quaint little New Zealand 
species, and always excites interest. The 
stems are prostrate, thin and wiry, and 
clothed with leaves each from 2 inches to 
inches long and j Inch wide. They have 
almost the look and texture of thin horn, 
curiously mottled with dull green and dull 
reddish-green, and aimed all along the 
underside of the mid-rib with little sharp- 
hooked thorns. It is a trailer for any 
warm, sunny bank. The flowers are 
smallish and white, and not conspicuous. 
The fruit I have not seen. It is a plant 
one very seldom sees in gardens, but one 
which, for this very reason, and because it 

easant 
would 




to possess. No one| at flrsl 


mountains in the neighlwmrhood of Pekin 
and is perfectly hardy, standing quite as 
well ns 11. panlcuiata and much better 
than XI. Hortensia. it grows 10 feet or 
12 feet high, forming a shapely bush at 
least S feet across. The small cream- 
coloured flowers are produced in branched 
inflorescences which are frequently <i 
inches across. A few sterile flowers are 
intermixed with numerous fertile blossoms, 
the sterile flowers changing from creamy- 
white to reddish with age. As a rule, an 
inflorescence is borne from the point of 
each shoot. Like other Hydrangeas it re¬ 
quires rich, loamy soil to enable it to grow 
to its largest dimensions, and as it is a 
gross feeder an occasional surface-dressing 
of manure may be applied with advantage. 
A eunny position is desirable and it is 
easily increased by means of seeds or 
cuttings.—D. a 


flowers are unusually large, of a brilliant 
cherry-rod with a golden tuft in the 
centre, and no trace of a blotch. It is of 
bold, upright habit, and a succession of 
bloom is kept up for nil exceedingly long 
period.—A. T. J. 

Helianthemum Fire Ball _The colour of 

this Sun Rose that came from Wi.sley last 
year is very striking. The blossoms, 
single, self-coloured, and very large, might 
bo described as of a red-hot coppery- 
orange, but even that hardly seems to do 
full justice to such an amazing tint.— 

A. T. J. 


"The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds." —New Edition, 12th, revised, with descriptions 
of all the beet plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium Svo, 15s. ; 
post free, 15s. 6d. Of all Boo/cscUers or from the ojiee 
of Gardening Illustrated, 03, Lincolns Inn Fields, 
London, W.C. i. 
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GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Fungus on Pear-tree leaves —I should 
bo very much obliged if you would kindly 
tell me the name of and the cure for the 
disease which has badly attacked the 
Pear-tree leaves which I enclose you.—0. 
Stdickland. 

[The leaves are badly infested with the 
fungoid disease commonly called “ Tear- 
leaf blister" (Taphrina bullata). It is 
regrettable you did not seek advice when 
the leaves were first attacked, as a mild 
solution of petroleum emulsion or sulphide 
of potassium would have subdued it at 
once. The best thing you can do now is 
to spray the foliage with Bordeaux mix¬ 
ture at summer strength, i.e., about half 
the strength which it is permissible to use 
when the trees are dormant. You should 
do this three or four times at fortnightly 
intervals. Should any of the leaves fall 
now, carefully gather them up and burn 
them, doing the same at the fall of the leaf 
in the autumn. Next winter spray the 
trees with caustic alkali solution, and just 
before the buds break, with Bordeaux Mix¬ 
ture. Keep the soil clean and free of 
weeds of all descriptions beneath the trees 
at all seasons.] 

Tomato plants diseased. — I am sending 
you a stem and leaves of a Tomato plant 
which are affected with a disease, which I 
shall he glad if you could tell me what it is 
and if there is a cure for it. The disease 
first started in the stem about 18 inches or 
2 feet from the roots, and then spread into 
the leaves, and is going upwards. The 
bottom of the plant looks quite healthy.— 
G. L. 

[The Tomato stem and leaf submitted 
appear to us to be affected with the 
disease known as the "sleeping disease 
of Tomatoes” (Fusarium Lycopersici), for 
which, unfortunately, there is no remedy, 
as the attack is set up at the roots of the 
plant. The best thing to do is to take up 
and burn all affected plants and the soil 
in which they are growing also. If the 
whole crop is diseased burn the plants, 
clear out the soil, and treat it with fresh- 
slaked lime. Before growing Tomatoes in 
the same house again disinfect it, and it is 
recommended that the walls be washed 
with a solution of sulphate of iron. Wash 
the woodwork with soft, soapy water, to 
which add paraffin at the rate of half a 
pint to four gallons of hot water. Another 
season use new soil, and obtain plants or 
seeds, as tbe case may be, from a non- 
infected district as far remote from your 
own as possible. A simple means of dis¬ 
infecting the house after the plants and 
soil luive been cleared out is to get an old 
bucket, place some bot coals in it, carry 
it into the house, cast a good quantity of 
sulphur on the fire, and withdraw at once. 
See that there are no holes in the roof, 
etc., through which the fumes can escape.] 

The destruction of wasps.— In view, 
says the Food Production Department, of 
the large amount of damage done to fruit 
by wasps, and the annoyance they cause to 
horses and cattle, it is necessary that steps 
should be taken to keep down their 
numbers. The capture of queen wasps In 
the spring is very desirable, and is en¬ 
couraged in many districts by the offer of 
a small reward. It has also been found 
that traps (such as jars or bottles con¬ 
taining beer or sugar), which are often 
used later in the season against worker 
wasps, when used in spring account for a 
large number of queens. Nests should be 
marked down as soon as possible, ami 
dealt with before they have become too 
strong. Various means are employed for 
taking nests on the/gmind, such 3s burn- 
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ing or smoking them with tar, paraffin, or 
sulphur. In many districts potassium or 
sodium cyanide is used most effectively. 
However, the supply of cyanide this year 
is very uncertain, whilst the price is sure 
to be high. \Vhere cyanide can be ob¬ 
tained, its use is the best and simplest 
method for destroying wasps. A little 
cyanide is placed inside the entrance to the 
nest after the wasps have returned in the 
evening. The hole is then blocked up, and 
further trouble is seldom experienced, 
although, to make sure, the nest is some¬ 
times dug out after the adult wasps have 
been killed. It must not be forgotten that 
cyanide is a deadly poison, and great care 
must be exercised when handling it. 

Plant diseases. — “ W.” (page 331), in 
Ills article on "Spraying and Bee Disease,” 
hits, I think, the nail on the head in re¬ 
ferring many plant diseases to unhealthy 
conditions that ought to have been pre¬ 
vented. There is no doubt that a number 
of plant ailments ore set up by an exces¬ 
sive use of stimulants, chemical and other¬ 
wise. That overfeeding induces a bloated 
condition that is liable to break forth into 
ailments of all kinds is very evident to 
the ordinary observer. As illustrating 
this it may bo i>ointed cut that the suc¬ 
cessful cultivator never propagates from 
highly-fed plants, as the cuttings produced 
by these root in a much less satisfactory 
manner than those borne under normal 
conditions, and what is more, do not grow 
away with the same freedom afterwards. 
In the days of the Chrysanthemum craze 
one at least of the prominent nurserymen 
made a feature of the fact that Ills slock 
plants from which he propagated those 
for sale were grown without any artificial 
manures.—W. T. 


FRUIT. 

ADVANTAGE OF MULCHING. 
Dcbino very dry weather, after the 
ground has been previously warmed by 
means of .sun-heat, mulching is highly 
beneficial, not only in the vegetable de- 
(uirtinent, but also in that devoted lo fruits 
and flowers. It saves much labour in 
watering, and helps to enrich the soil, if 
we mulch a Vine border in autumn with 
litter, leaves, or half-rotten manure, these 
materials will, to some extent, retain the 
heat absorbed during summer, and will 
help to keep the roots warm, but if the 
mulching be left on during the warm days 
of spring and the early part of summer it 
will prevent the roots being benefited by 
tbe beat derived from the increased sun¬ 
shine. It is clear, therefore, that both in 
the case of vegetables and that of flower¬ 
beds it is necessary that the soil should 
be warmed to some extent before mulch¬ 
ing is applied, ns after that not only is 
moisture longer retained in the ground, 
but the latter is kept proportionately 
cooler than it otherwise would have been. 
Mulchings are disliked by some on account 
of their untidy appearance, especially 
when scattered about by birds in search 
of food in dry weather, but their benefit 
to vegetation in hot weather is in¬ 
disputable. 

The best material for mulching is partly 
decayed hotbed manure, but when this 
cannot be obtained, short Grass from the 
lawn may be used with advantage. Sea¬ 
weed is also excellent material. All fruit 
and vegetable crops, as has already been 
stated, are benefited by being mulched, but 
some of them more so than others. The 
Raspberry, which delights in a moist soil, 
with Its roots near the surface, should 
always be mulched in dry situations. Even 
on soils that are thin and otherwise un¬ 
suitable for Raspberries, good crops of 


that fruit have been obtained by mulch¬ 
ing. Pyramidal and bush fruit-trees that 
are occasionally root-pruned should also 
be mulched, especially in dry seasons, with 
half-rotten manure. Its good effects on 
the growth of young Gooseberries and 
Currants, and on that of stone-fruits, are 
very conspicuous; all newly planted trees, 
too, are the better for being mulched both 
winter and summer. As regards Straw¬ 
berries, the crop is quite doubled in bulk 
when the plants are properly and care¬ 
fully mulched as they come into bloom. 
Celery, too, when mulched with short 
Grass, requires but little water, and its 
growth is more robust and succulent than 
when otherwise treated. In dry summers, 
and more esjiecially towards autumn, Peas 
often become affected with mildew, unless 
a good mulching of manure about a foot 
wide he laid along the sides of the rows— 
a mode of treatment which greatly im¬ 
proves the crop. Winter Greens and 
autumn Cauliflowers progress slowly when 
planted in dry, hot weather, but if the 
ground be but even sprinkled over with 
short Grass they will be found to grow 
away freely. Potatoes are an exception; 
they do best without mulching, for should 
the autumn prove wet it would certainly 
aggravate Potato disease. 

In flower gardens mulching is highly 
beneficial, but it is unsightly if not 
covered with mould. In the case of 
Calceolarias it is absolutely essential, in 
order to maintain healthy vigour and keep 
off disease. Roses, too, should be mulched 
with horse-manure, the fertilising proper¬ 
ties of which get washed down by means 
of rain and artificial waterings to the 
roots. Plums, Peaches, Figs, or Vines 
grown in large pots should be mulched two 
or three times during the growing season, 
inasmuch as the roots are generally near 
the surface and are liable to suffer from 
want of water. Setting aside the ad¬ 
vantages of mulching, as regards the 
saving of labour and retaining moisture 
in the soil, it keeps the roots in an even 
temperature and prevents the escape of 
heat from the ground in cold weather. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Fruit-bottling facilities _The Food Pro¬ 

duction Department is receiving a large 
number of applications for fruit bottles 
from individuals and dealers. The de- 
partment wishes to point out that orders 
for bottles can only bo accepted from a 
local organisation, which should lie the 
Agricultural Executive Committee or the 
Women’s War Agricultural Committee; 
or a parish, district, or borough council ; 
or some association undertaking the dis¬ 
tribution of bottles in the district. In no 
cane can orders be accented from indivi¬ 
duals, they must apply through some 
organised body or authority, or organise 
themselves in a society. Orders should 
be for 400 dozen bottles—i.e., a 1-ton truck 
load, this being the most economical quan¬ 
tity for quick delivery. From isolated 
districts or other places where for any 
reason it is not possible to combine and 
make up a larger order, orders for 100 
dozen bottles will be accepted by tlie de¬ 
partment. No order for less than 100 
dozen bottles can be dealt with under any 
circumstances by the department; smaller 
orders must be combined by the local Agri¬ 
cultural Executive Committee. Persons 
requiring bottles should communicate at 
once with one of the local organisations 
referred to or take steps with their neigh- 
liours to form a fruit-bottling association. 
The bottles supplied are of the 2 lb. size, 
and the price is, for 400 dozen, £S(!13s. 4d., 
or £21 13s. 4d. for 100 dozen, carriage paid 
to the nearest rnilway station. 
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VEGETABLES. 

ONIONS. 

Much of the success which results iu the 
production of good Onions depends to n 
great extent on the attention paid to the 
plants during the next few weeks. If the 
bed was well prepared at the outset the 
roots will now be iiuding nutriment in the 
rotted manure and soot, etc., which 
formed the basis, and this, in a dry time, 
will do much to carry the plants on. In n 
lengthened period of drought, however, it 
is essential that water should be supplied. 
This must be given liberally. 

Feeding. —In the matter of feeding it is 
well to bear in mind that it is of little 
avail to do much in this direction after 
about the second week in August, as to 
continue to supply stimulants renders the 
bulbs liable to split, and, in consequence, 
they are unfit for keeping. Between now 
and the middle of August Onions should 
have something in the way of support 
after clean water has been administered. 
Most Onion growers have their pet stimu¬ 
lant. For a cheap and ready-to-hand 
food, salt and old soot in equal parts 
dusted about the bed act as a wonderful 
pick-me-up, and alternately guano or 
Clay's fertiliser will he found of much 
service. Such stimulants should not be 
given ofteuer than twice a week, and then 
not until the bed has been well watered 
or after rain. To give food of this de¬ 
scription when the soil is dry, especially 
in the case of Onions, is prejudicial. Those 
who were wise enough to allow 12 inches 
or 15 inches between the rows will now be 
able to appreciate the advantage, as one 
is able to get with comfort about the bed 
to eradicate weeds. These are easily re¬ 
moved with a Dutch hoe, but care ought 
to be exercised not to injure the bulbs. 
This will mean removing the interlopers 
which iiersistently appear close to the 
bulbs and, if left, sap their vitality. 


Onion fly. — This pest mostly attacks 
beds of spring-sown Onions. It rarely at¬ 
tacks the plants raised under glass iu 
heat and which have developed three or 
four leaves before being planted out of 
doors, while autunm-sown plants are 
practically altogether immune from the 
assaults of the fly. Mostly it makes for 
the tender leaves which eome through the 
soil, lays its eggs, and soon the maggot 
appears, and, once established, it quickly 
spreads in a lied. Various are the reme¬ 
dies recommended to exterminate it, 
such as soot-water, and soap and paraffin 
mixed and syringed on it, but the 
better way is to. prevent its coming. 
The method is simple if somewhat trouble¬ 
some, and per Imps looked upon by some 
as rather unsightly. It is nothing more 
nor less than placing saucers or shallow 
vessels about the bed, filling these with 
loraffiu. The odour from it will be found 
sufficient to keep the fly at bay, and is, in 
my opinion, better than having to resort 
to syringing with iiaraffiu, which, as is 
alleged by some, impregnates the bulbs 
and spoils the flavour. The “saucer 
method ” suggested is the outcome of the 
experience of a successful grower of 
Onions of many years’ standing, and is 
worthy of a trial, if only for its simplicity. 
As the paraffin evaporates, as it does iu 
the open air, the saucers should be re¬ 
filled. No fly will then approach the bed. 

Other' pests follow Onions, in the 


shape of mice, evidence of which I had 
the other day in finding a most promising 
bulb half eaten away. On showing it to 
a friend, and the situation of the bed, he 
at once suggested miep^ome of whiijh had 
been known to f«quent\ the 


f which had 
Le^ji^den. 


Spring traps suitably baited are the best 
remedy. 

Mulching the bed with old manure is 
beneficial, and this may be applied iu July. 
It keeps the roots cool and minimises the 
need for applying water too frequently. 

Kipentno. —As soon as the tops begin to 
tum yellow it Is useless attempting any 
further stimulants. The necks should he 
bent or twisted, which will aid ripening, 
after which the bulbs can be lifted and 
left oil the ground or a dry walk for a few 
days before being stored in a cool, airy 
place. Leahurst. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Vegetable Marrows failing _The early 

fruits of my Vegetable Marrows have 
mostly turned yellow-aud then fallen off. 
Vliat is tlie cause of this? The later 
fruits are all doing well.—G. M. B. 

[Complaints are often heard of Vegetable 
Marrows growing very freely, but failing 
to fruit abundantly. Scores of female 
blossoms form, oiien, and set fruit, which 
swells a little, then becomes yellow and 
drops off. This is particularly the experi¬ 
ence of amateur growers. Vegetable 
Marrows, especially the small-fruiting 
ones, are always disposed to fruit freely, 
and their failing to do so is, as a rule, due 
to cultural defects. Many of the plants 
are planted in very rich soil; in fact, we 
have known some to tie planted on the 
toils of pure manure heaps. All plants 
grown in such rich material are sure to 
make very thick, juicy stems and huge 
leaves, which overshadow all the blooms. 
Grown in this way, no heavy crop of 
Vegetable Marrows will ever be produced. 
Tlie plants must have light and air in 
order to produce hardy, close-jointed 
wood, which produces fruit freely. Where 
the plants are growing in- rather poor soil 
the shoots will be of the best description 
for fruiting. In such a case it is only 
necessary to thin tlie shoots and prevent 
them from overlapping each other. Tlie 
very large growths on plants growing in 
very rich soil must he thinned to excess 
before a heavy crop can lie produced. If 
plants overgrown at the present time and 
fruitless are carefully and well thinned, 
and a number of the female blossoms 
fertilised, a heavy crop will soon he the 
result. There are too often faults in 
watering. When tlie foliage overshadows 
the roots, no rain can reach them, and the 
plants often stiller from want of water. 
If all who liuve to complain of Marrows 
not fruiting will thin the shoots and large 
leaves freely, water those growing in poor 
soil with liquid manure, and only give 
clean water to those oil manure beds, then 
fruit will be produced in abundance.] 

Tomatoes, wood-ashes and soot for.— 
Those who can should try these stimulants, 
ns spoken of at page 198 by “Bourne Vale.” 
Some years ago, when growing these ex¬ 
tensively in boxes and large pots in diverse 
positions under glass, my method was to 
till these about half-full. When the plants 
needed support I mixed equal parts of 
wood-ashes from a smother fire, silent 
Mushroom dung, soot, and soil together. 
Every other week I gave the # Toina toes a 
surface coating. Before this was put on 
the soil was made firm, especially at the 
sides. This was continued all through the 
season. When the pots were full a thin 
strip of turf was placed round the outside. 
This allowed of earthing them up. By 
careful attention to the growths each week 
the plants continued in bearing light into 
November. Needing each year a continued 
supply of the lied Currant variety for tlie 
cook for autumn shooting parties I used 
to grow these in narrow boxes on a high 
shelf in a vinery, using the same mixture. 


The crop was enormous. Cucumliers grown 
in big tubs and boxes for seed gave splendid 
results treated in the same way.—DonsET. 

Allotment-holders and cropping_There 

seems to he little doubt that the scarcity 
of Potatoes during tlie past season, and 
which was, it may be feared, artificially 
increased by speculators, lias acted in an 
adverse way on general crops. This was 
brought home to me when, in early June, 
visiting, for their first inspection, the gar¬ 
dens and allotments in and around the 
Koyal Burgh of Kirkcudbright, in connec¬ 
tion with prizes offered by tlie Town 
Council and by tlie Countess of Selkirk, 
Baluiae. In all the gardens visited 
Potato crops preiionderated, and were out 
of all proiwrtiou to the other subjects in 
cultivation. I had the curiosity to take 
a record of one lot, an exceptional one, no 
doubt, but which illustrates my point. The 
garden in question is GO yards long by 
15 yards wide. It was cropped as 
follows:—One line 15 yards in length 
divided between Beet and Parsnips; one 
line Carrots; a small bed containing 100 
Onions; one line containing twenty-live 
Cabbages, one line divided between sown- 
out Onions and Parsley. The rest of the 
sjiaee was devoted entirely to Potatoes. 
Probably a few Kale plants may yet lie 
put in, and a few Leeks when the early 
Potatoes are lifted; but, even so, some 
education in the value of other garden 
produce appears to be necessary.— 
W. McG., lialmae. 

Autumn-sown Leeks _The question has 

recently been asked as to whether Leeks, 
the seed of which is sown iu autumn, 
always turn out satisfactory or whether 
the majority of the plants do not go to 
seed. My own opinion, based on long 
practice, is that, as a rule, satisfactory re¬ 
sults follow if tlie plants are disturbed 
several times before getting them into 
their final quarters. It is when seed is 
sown and tile plants are left in the same 
place that bolting is so often met with. 
Others hold the opinion that spring-sown 
Leeks which are permitted to go on un¬ 
checked until finally planted out are more 
reliable, and this coincides with their 
treatment of Onions. My practice has 
been to take up Leeks in June from an 
autumn transplanting, and replant iu well 
manured ground. This checks them suffi¬ 
ciently to retard their ooing to seed, and 
then they come in for lifting from October 
to Christmas, the spring-raised plants fol¬ 
lowing them.— Derby. 

Tomatoes. —Houses containing plants 
with ripening fruits are freely ventilated 
and the atmosphere kept dry. Extreme 
fluctuations of moisture in this respect 
would damage the fruit by causing it to 
split. Careless watering of the soil will 
also promote similar evil effects. Tlie soil 
should, therefore, be kept in a uniformly 
moist condition, at no time allowing it to 
become very dry. Apply light top-dress¬ 
ings of fresh compost or artificial fertilisers 
or water the roots with liquid-manure. 
Gather the fruits as they ripen, both in 
order to prevent them being spoiled by 
over-ripening, and for the sake of lighten¬ 
ing the burden of the plant. Regularly re¬ 
move lateral growths, but refrain from 
the practice sometimes followed of cutting 
off the principal leaves.—F. \V. G. 

Potatoes. —The soil between the rows of 
the main crop of Potatoes should be kept 
well hoed before the earth is drawn up. If 
the growths are too numerous, the weaker 
ones should be removed. Dust the plants 
with soot dining showery weather, and 
when sufficient growth is made support tlie 
stems by drawing the soil up to them with 
the hoe. Early Potatoes growing in cold- 
frames may, if not wanted immediately, 
he lifted and stored in a cool place in soil. 
This will permit of the frames being 
utilised for other purposes, prevents the 
tubers growing too large, and to a certain 
extent preserves their newness. 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 


In bloom July .Inn. Ccanothus (in varicl//). 
Viburnum Ilenryi, Pliiladelphus (in 
variety), Hlranvwsia undulata, Dicrvlllas 
(in variety), Andromeda arborca spcciosa, 
ltcutsias (in variety), Valycantlius 
fioridus, Daphnes (in variety), Jtubus 
(several species), Olearias (in variety), 
shrubby Veronicas, Escaitonias (in 
variety), Potentilla arborca, Rhododen¬ 
drons, Raphiolepis japontca, Hydrangea 
hortvnsis, Nandina domestica, Alex¬ 
andrian Laurel, Hpinrit Douglasi, .S'. 
assurgens, Dubinins, Abutilon vitifolium, 
DaphniphyUum macropodum, hardy 
Fuchsias, K par Hum junceum, Dims (in 
variety), Carpentaria ealifornica, Poly¬ 
gonum baldschuanieum. Solatium crispum, 
drevillca sulphurca, Jasminum officinale, 
Doses (many species unit varieties), 
Honeysuckles, Clematis (in variety), 
Yucca gloriosa. Cist us (in variety), 
<tenislas (in variety), Henceio (Ireyi, Tree 
P armies, Catalpa blgnonioides. Delphi¬ 
niums (in variety), Marina longifotia, 
Av-chusas (in variety). Foxgloves (various 
colours), Erigerons (in variety). Chrysan¬ 
themum maximum (in variety), Oslrow- 
skia magnified, Ercmurus (in variety), 
1Aliums On variety), herbaceous Phlox, 
fralegn Dartlandi, Indigofera Gcrardi- 
aua, tEnothcras (in variety), Linums (in 
variety). Lupins, Aehillcas (in variety), 
Meeonopsis (in variety), Diclamims Fraxi- 
i ir.lla, Thalietrums (in variety). Pyre- 
thrums, Epilohimn iniguxli folium, Ai/nilc- 
yias (in variety), Valerian, lleuchrras (in 
variety). Polcntillas (in variety), Oazania 
splendens. Tufted Pansies (in variety), 
Campanulas (dwarf anil tall in variety), 
Eryngium ill pin inn, E. Oliverianum, Pcnt- 
xtemons (in variety), Anthericum Litiayo, 
A. Liliastrum, East Lothian and Ten- 
week Stocks, Calceolaria amplexicaulis, 
Agcratum, Antirrhinums (in many 
colours), Canterbury Hells, Phacelia cam- 
pan ularia, Nemophilas (in variety), 
Alstrcemerias, Yerbascums, Platystemon 
ealifornicum. Mossy and encrusted Saxi¬ 
frages, Androsaees (in variety), Gypso- 
phitas (in variety), Ramondia pyrenaica, 
R. Nathiililr, Alpine Phloxes (in variety), 
Cotyledon simplicifolins, Antcnnarias (in 
variety), Dianthus (in variety). Antir¬ 
rhinum Asarinum, A. glutiuosum, Arcn- 
arias (in variety), Dryas octopelala, 
.Ethionemas (in variety), Ourisia coccinia, 
dwarf Veronicas (in variety), Convolvulus 
(in variety), Lenntopodium alpinum, 
Seitums (in variety), Orchis foliosa, 
Heinpervivnnis (in variety), Silenc alpes- 
Iris, S. fiehafta, Astragalus monsprssn- 
Itiinix, Erodiums (in variety), Omphalodrs 
(in variety), Helianthenuuns (in variety), 
Thymus Serpyllum (in several shades of 
colour). Cheiranthus Allioni, Aubrirlias 
tin shade), floustonia erenilea, Hu pin: - 
a eias (in variety), II ntrhinsia aliyna, 
II alilenhrrgias (in variety), Erinus 
alpinttx, Onosma alho-roseum, O. tauri- 
enin. Lychnis (in variety), Glossoeoma 
rtcmwlida, Aspernin (Dissoni, A. siilie- 
rnsa, Iris Rinnpferi, /. aurca, 1. oehro- 
Iritca, Rodgersia poriophyUa, Cgperus 
longus, Curex vesiculosa . C. panieiilala, 
H pi nra Ariineus, Ranunculus Lingua, 
Hagillarias, A gmplums (in variety). 


Till’, wkkk’s wouk. —'The Rose garden is 
now at its best, anil the plants require 
almost daily attention in order to remove 
tlie old flowers and to pomliat insect pests. 
On flic first appearance of mildew flowers 
of sulpliur should be dusted over the 
foliage in sufficient quantity to he plainly 
seen, allowing it to remain upon the plants 
for at least two days, when it is usually 
effective in preventing the spread of the 
fungus. If by wind or rain the sulphur 
should ho removed in a shorter time, it 
will ho necessary to make another appli¬ 
cation. The various species of climbing 
Roses are sending up a lot of growths 


from the base, AgJ rule, these ari 
numerous, and tle^ weaker one* llw^i 


ule, tliesi 


are too 
4 Id lie 


removed, securing those that remain that 
they may not become broken by the wind. 

Tufted Pansies require the old blossoms 
and seed-pods removed regularly in order 
to prolong their flowering. Neglect of 
this soon causes a total cessation of bloom¬ 
ing. On shallow, hot soils they become 
exhausted, and should lie afforded a light 
top-dressing of manure from a spent Mush¬ 
room bed or sifted leaf-soil to which has 
liecn added a little artificial manure. The 
top-dressing should, if possible, he applied 
during dull, showery weather. This will 
he of great assistance in keeping the 
plants in good health, and it will improve 
the quality of the blooms to a surprising 
degree. During times of drought they 
should ho afforded copious waterings, espe¬ 
cially if the soil is hot and gravelly. 
Autumn and winter-flowering Cyclamens 
may now he lifted and replanted if neces¬ 
sary. They do well with Ferns, which 
afford just sufficient shade to suit them. 
In preparing the site for planting, employ 
plenty of old mortar and a quantity of 
well-rotted leaf-mould. With the excep¬ 
tion of C. europmum, the conns of all the 
species should be planted shallow. The 
Ivy-leaved Cyclamen (C. hedersefolium) is 
the best all-round species, and may be em¬ 
ployed in many ways. I 11 these gardens it 
thrives in almost any position. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall Gardens, Ountllc, Norlhanls. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Sweet Cherries. —To preserve the crop, 
or, rather, to allow of the fruit hanging 
on trees on cool aspects until it is 
thoroughly ripe before sending it to table, 
the trees should he very securely netted 
over. Only sound nets should be used for 
this purpose, as, if there are any holes, 
birds will quickly discover them and work 
havoc amongst the fruit. No effort should 
be spared in getting rid of black-fly if pre¬ 
sent on later ripening varieties before the 
nets are suspended in front of the trees, 
as it is difficult to do so after they are 
netted in. Rush trees in the open garden 
should also be netted as soon as the fruit 
begins to change colour. To prevent the 
nets sagging on the trees and thus give 
birds an opportunity to get at the fruit 
through the meshes, a framework of some 
description should be erected over them. 

Morello Cherries. —These, like the pre¬ 
ceding, need to be enclosed with nets 
directly the fruits show the least signs of 
ripening, otherwise birds will devour them 
as fast as they ripen. Carry out whatever 
may be required in the way of cleansing, 
also in tying or tacking in the young 
growths beforehand. Avoid employing 
any kind of insecticide which may leave 
a hitter or unpleasant flavour behind ; in 
fact, it is best to eschew Hie use of insec¬ 
ticides altogether once the fruit com¬ 
mences to change colour. Washing with 
cold, clean water may lie carried on for a 
week or so longer, ami then he discon¬ 
tinued. 

Raspberries. —As birds take such a 
heavy toll of the fruit if left unprotected, 
steps for enclosing the whole of the plan¬ 
tation with netting should lie taken before 
it becomes ripe. In order that the crop 
may he conveniently gathered the nets 
overhead should lie quite 0 feet from the 
ground, and held in position by a frame¬ 
work constructed of tiling laths or 
battens and wires. Good stout posts 
should form the uprights. Keep the 
ground clear of weeds, and hoe off surplus 
canes as they appear above ground. Give 
every attention to autumn-fruiting kinds, 
and tic the young canes to the trellis as 
often as they require it. 

Gooseberries and Currants. —Spare no 
effort to keep weeds under lietween the 
hushes, and as soon as Currants and 
dessert Gooseberries exhibit signs of 
ripening cover them in with nets. 

Wall trees. —The pinching back and 
thinning out of superfluous young growths 
on Pear and Plum trees may now be under- I 


taken. The latter advice is in reference 
to spurs which produce more growth than 
is necessary or required to keep the tree 
supplied with fruiting wood. The weakest 
should he dispensed with, and these can, 
as a rule, be pulled clean out, if not, cut 
them out. The remainder should then he 
stopped at the fourth leaf in the case of 
Pears and the fifth in the case of Plums. 
Suitable shoots either for filling in vacan¬ 
cies between the branches or for extend¬ 
ing the trees must be held in reserve, and 
eventually he either tied or fastened hack 
with nails and shreds, and the remainder 
stopped to form new spurs. Thinning of 
the fruit on heavily-cropped trees should 
he done as soon as it can he seen which 
are taking the lead. To leave all in such 
eases will lead to the trees becoming over¬ 
taxed to such an extent that they will re¬ 
quire a season or two in which to recover, 
and cease for the time being to liear fruit. 
Keep tho trees well washed, particularly 
Plums. 

Espaliers. —Trees grown on this prin¬ 
ciple need much the same treatment as 
the preceding, and care taken in regard to 
those not fully established to leave the 
shoots at the extremities of the branches 
intact, as well as the leader on the main 
stem for extending the latter in a vertical 
direction.' 

Outdoor Figs _Thin out and regulate, 

hut do not stop the young growths in the 
trees, retaining sufficient only to well fur¬ 
nish them with bearing wood for next 
season. 

Apricots. —As soon as the fruits have 
finished stoning thin them where necessary 
down to safe numbers. As a rule, Apri¬ 
cots arc over-cropped, with the result that 
the fruit does not attain the sifce it would 
do. Feeding from the surface, either with 
artificial manure or liquid, may now be in¬ 
dulged in, and on no account should the 
roots be allowed to feel the want of mois¬ 
ture. Like Peach-trees, Apricots greatly 
appreciate a daily wash or syringing, and 
if time and labour allow, this should he 
accorded them. Keep surplus young 
shoots pinched in and tie or tack in such 
as are required for extension and the fill¬ 
ing in of vacancies. 

Summer pruning. —Bush and pyramid 
trees of Apples, Pears, and Plums should 
now he summer pruned—i.e., the young 
shoots not needed for extending the 
branches in an outward and upward direc¬ 
tion ought to he stopped to allow of sun¬ 
light and air having tree play among the 
branches for the benefit of the fruit, and 
that the latter may, as a result of the sap 
being so diverted, swell to their fullest 
size. Tlie stopping is best done at the 
fourth leaf in respect to Apples and Pears 
and the fifth for Plums. On fully-grown 
trees one or two more leaves may lie left 
on shoots at the ends of main branches and 
leaders. On younger examples these may 
either he tipped or left intact till the 
winter pruning. Where tlie ravages of 
caterpillars have caused much loss of 
foliage the pruning should be deferred 
until the trees recover somewhat, and 
even then they should be less severely 
dealt with. To combat the plague of cater- 
lillars spraying should he assiduously 
oliowed up. The fruit on heavily-cropped 
trees of Codiin varieties should he thinned 
in good time, taking off all the smallest, 
badly-situated, and misshapen fruits first. 

Seakale. —Thin down the growths 011 
the planted-out cuttings to one, leaving the 
strongest in each case. Crowns which 
were forced last winter and replanted after 
being made into sets may ho allowed to 
mature two growths, and the same with 
regard to permanent plants which supply 
the latest Kale in April and May. In all 
cases as strong a growth as possible 
should bo encouraged by a free use of 
stimulants, sucli as sulphate of ammonia, 
guano, fish guano, and salt. Should by 
chance flower-stems develop on the older 
plants, remove them at once. 

Celeriac. —This may now he planted. 
Unlike Celery, no trenches are required 

I 
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In which to grow it. The plants should 
stand 1 foot apart in the rows, and the 
latter from 18 inches to 24 inches apart, 
according to space at command. A piece 
of ground not too light nor too heavy is 
best for Ccleriac, and it should bo in good 
heart. Secure all the soil possible when 
lifting the plants, and settle them into 
place after planting with a thorough 
watering. Until established, water fre¬ 
quently in dry weather. 

Figs —The second crop on early forced 
Figs will now be swelling apace. To en¬ 
able tiie trees to bring the fruit to 
maturity the roots must be well fed, first 
with liquid-manure and then with an arti¬ 
ficial. The water or liquid, as the case 
may be, should always be in a tepid condi¬ 
tion. Where liquid-manure is unobtain¬ 
able the difficulty may be. got over by 
giving the border a mulching of horse- 
droppings. The manurial virtues of this 
will lie washed out every time water is 
applied. Except when the fruits are in 
flower the foliage must be thoroughly 
syringed twice daily. 

Trees in the late house should have all 
the air it is possible to afford them and 
be well syringed daily to keep the foliage 
clean. If the borders are well drained 
abundant supplies of water will be needed, 
and the roots should be fed in accordance 
with the crop the trees arc carrying. 

Frame Melons —When a sufficient 
number of fruits on each plant lias been 
secured, the roots watered to swell-off the 
fruits, and a top-dressing of compost ap¬ 
plied, the Melons, under the influence of 
the warm weather, will be making head¬ 
way. To keep tbo fruits dean they should 
lie elevated above the foliage on pieces of 
slate or board laid on inverted flower-pots. 
Keep lateral growths regularly stopped, 
and close the frame as early in the after¬ 
noon as is consistent with safety after 
syringing the bed surface and foliage. 
Plants intended to carry later crops should, 
as they come into flower, lie fertilised 
daily until a sufficient number of fruits has 
lieen secured. 

Herbaceous borders. —The plants now 
require a considerable amount of attention, 
liotli in the way of staking and tying, as 
well as in frequently hoeing the surface to 
keep weeds under. To get over the labour 
difficulty very many subjects may be sup¬ 
ported with old Pea-sticks. If these are 
judiciously disposed the plants look far 
better than if tied to stakes iu the ordinary 
way. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 


Fruit-trees on walls _Pinch at the first 

leaf all .sublateral growths on the Peach, 
Nectarine, and Apricot, and see that no 
fruits are pressing too tightly on tbo wires 
or against nails. If aphides or red-spider 
are present on tbo foliage use means to 
combat them. The frequent hosing or 
syringing of all fruit-trees on walls is very 
beneficial, especially after hot days, even 
if the trees are free from insect pests. 
The syringing promotes a free growth of 
both wood and foliage. Keep the border 
well supplied with moisture, using liquid- 
manure whenever deemed advisable. Fig- 
trees on a south wall have been disbudded 
freely to prevent the growths becoming 
overcrowded, also to expose the fruits to 
the light and air. Short-jointed shoots 
should lie retained in preference to those 
that are growing strongly, and avoid tying 
the branches close to the wall until 
autumn. Short-jointed shoots mature 


much better than the others, and are more 
fruitful. Established trees hearing full 
crops of fruit and growing in properly con¬ 
structed, well drained borders should be 
afforded liquid manure at short intervals 
until the iruits show signs of ripening. 
Apply no manure of any kind to barren 
trees' or those that are making gross 
shoots. Remove suckers from old trees as 
soon as they appear, and thin the fruits 
where they are too twmjerous, butjdo not 
Stop the shoots. ( / V Q I P 


Loganberries. — The strong basal 
growths of the current season should be 
reduced to five or six of the more robust, 
and these should lie secured to the wires 
or trellis so that they do not become 
broken or twisted at the base. The 
Loganberry resembles the Raspberry in 
that it requires plenty of feeding during 
summer, especially when planted in light 
soil. The recent hot weather has been 
very favourable to Melons, and if there is 
a continuance of such weather the plants 
aro not likely to be subject to canker. 
Should this disease, however, appear, let 
the parts he rubbed with dry lime and 
covered with powdered charcoal, which 
should never afterwards he moistened. In 
dull weather there is sometimes a difficulty 
in obtaining a good set of fruits upon 
Melons growing in unlieated frames. 
This difficulty, in a measure, may ho over¬ 
come by raising the flowering laterals 
towards tbo glass, thus keeping the pollen 
perfectly dry. Thin out the laterals, and 
raiso the fruits as soon as they commence 
to swell, using small pieces of slate sup¬ 
ported by flowerpots. Slightly tilt the 
liack of the lights early on sunny morn¬ 
ings, and increase the amount of ventila¬ 
tion as the sun becomes stronger; but 
close the frames early enough in the after¬ 
noon to conserve plenty of sun heat, at the 
same time spraying the plants overhead 
with tepid water. 

Celery. —Continue to plant out the 
latest hatches of Celery before the plants 
become starved or drawn. Great care 
should ho exercised in lifting, preserving 
as much of the soil as possible about the 
roots, as this will do much to lessen the 
cheek to tile plants and hasten their re- 
eoverv. Remove decayed leaves, and 
guard against the Celery-maggot, picking 
off all infested leaves. For this planting 
double rows are preferable. It is a good 
plan, especially when hot weather prevails, 
to form tho trench or trenches between 
rows of early Peas, as the latter afford 
shade to tho Celery for a week or so after 
planting. Earlier hatches are growing 
freely, and aro given copious waterings 
and frequent dustings of soot, removing all 
side growths and split leaves. 

Globe Artichokes. —The heads of these 
should be cut as soon as they have attained 
to a fair size and before they commence to 
open. If not required for immediate use, 
the stalks may he placed in a little water, 
which should he changed daily, standing 
tho receptacles in a cellar or some simi¬ 
larly cool place, where they will keep fresh 
for quite a fortnight. Keep tho roots well 
supplied with moisture. An excellent 
stimulant is sewage water. If not already 
done, mulch with long litter between the 
rows. 

Late Broccoli should he nut. out as soon 
as ground is available. It is important 
that this hatch should ho planted in an 
open position away from tile shade of trees. 
Tho soil should bo made firm before the 
plants are put out, and at least 2 feet 
should he allowed between tile plants. 
The ground on which the crop ,is planted 
should not he too rich. Before the plants 
are lifted from the seed bed a thorough 
watering should he given, and the ground 
loosened with a fork, so that the roots may 
not he injured in taking them up. After 
planting, a good watering should be given. 

Spring Cabbage is one of the most im¬ 
portant crops in the vegetable garden. 
Two sowings should be made, the first at 
the end of the second week in July, and 
the second about a fortnight later. The 
bed on which the seeds are to he sown 
should be fully exposed to light and air, so 
that hard, short-jointed plants may he ob¬ 
tained. When tho soil has been dug and 
made level, it should he trodden lightly, 
and shallow drills drawn at one foot apart. 
The seeds should then he sown thinly. A 
net should be placed over the bed as a pro¬ 
tection from birds. When the young 
plants appear a careful watch must he 
kept for slugs, which may be readily de¬ 
stroyed by dusting the bed with hot lime 


early in the morning. My favourite varie¬ 
ties are Harbinger, Flower of Spring, and 
Ellam’s Early. 

Shallots should be harvested as soon as 
lossible after the tops begin to fall. If 
eft in the ground too long the bulbs may 
make fresh roots, and their keeping quali¬ 
ties suffer._ A good method of ripening 
the bulbs is to stretch a piece of small- 
mesh wire-netting dear of the ground and 
dispose the Shallots thereon. In this 
manner they receive the maximum amount 
of sun and air, whilst rain passes away as 
it falls. When sufficiently dry, store in an 
airy place. Autumn-sown Onions should 
also lie lifteH immediately the bulbs have 
attained to a fair size and before any signs 
of splitting are noticed. It is generally 
complained that these Onions will not keep 
well, but a frequent cause of this is allow¬ 
ing the bulbs to remain too long on the 
ground before lifting. Such varieties as 
White Emperor and White Leviathan are 
generally cultivated for their earliness. 
The various forms of Rocca are a jittio 
later and will keep sound and good till tho 
spring-sown varieties are ready. 

F. W. Gallop. 

SCOTLAND. 

Cold-frames —At all-times cold-frames 
are among the most valuable adjuncts to 
the garden, and never more so than at this 
season of the year. Now that summer- 
flowering plants which have hitherto occu¬ 
pied them are planted out, the frames 
may lie cleaned down ami put to a variety 
of uses. When tile frames are portable, it 
is a good plan to turn them with their 
hacks to the south in order to make the 
interior as cool as possible, and it is as 
well to obscure tho glass with a slight 
touch of the whitewash brush. Under 
such conditions, these cold-frames will he 
found invaluable for such things as Cine¬ 
rarias, Primulas, Cyclamens, and, as was 
indicated a week or two ago, the hardier 
Ferns, such as Pterises. When such 
plants aro placed in these summer quarters 
there must, of course, lie no crowding, or 
the foliage will he spindly and lank. Let 
ventilation he free, and pay regular atten¬ 
tion to the requirements of the occupants 
in the matter of moisture. It is also bene¬ 
ficial at the close of very sunny days to 
givo an overhead sprinkling with the 
syringe. 

Hydrangeas. — Cuttings of partly- 
ripened wood will now strike readily in a 
close propagating ease. As soon as they 
are. well rooted, the young plants may go 
into 5-iuch pots and ho placed ill a warm 
position out-of-doors to ripen. Such 
plants will carry a large head of bloom, 
and if after blooming tho yearlings are out 
hack fairly hard they will break freely. 
Potted on into 7-inch pots, they ought 
during the second season to carry anything 
from six to twelve blooms. Many appre¬ 
ciate the blue shade which is obtained by 
mixing iron filings with the compost or by 
watering with a solution of alum, hut if 
peat is available and the plants are potted 
in this substance the chances are that the 
blooms w ill he of a blue shade without any 
other aid. 

Cyclamens. —Those sown in the course of 
last autumn and now in G-inch pots ought 
to ho grown from now until October in a 
cold-frame near the glass. They should 
he lightly shaded during sunny weather, 
and syringed regularly in the lute after¬ 
noon. Older corms, as they break, may 
be repotted and given similar treatment. 
I have had some success with these plants 
grown in the open, the pots being plunged 
to the rims in a bed of ashes during-the 
period indicated. Posts were driven in at 
each corner of the bed, upon which the 
sashes of spare frames were laid during 
unfavourable weather. Under such treat¬ 
ment the growth appeared to he sturdier 
than in those grown iu the more orthodox 
manner. Of course, some judgment was 
necessary in respect of watering, and of 
putting on or keeping off the sashes re¬ 
ferred to, 
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Stove flowering plants _Among plants 

which are useful in the stove during the 
late autumn and winter in a small state 
may be mentioned the Pentas family. 
These are specially useful in houses of 
moderate dimensions, and require hut 
routine attention. The varieties usually 
grown are P. rosea, P. carnea, and P. 
alba, and all need to be rather frequently 
pinched in their younger stages in order 
to make bushy plants. Good pieces can be 
grown in 6-inch pots. Centradenias, too, 
are useful at a similar time, C. floribunda 
and C. rosea making neat specimens in 
5-inch pots. Cuttings taken at this time 
of these and of the varieties of Pentas will 
readily root in the propagating case, and 
are well worth the trifling amount of atten¬ 
tion which they require. Saintpaulia 
ionantha in 4-inch pots is useful at the 
present time, and younger plants have 
been moved on to pots of that size. S. 
ionantha is useful either for edging or for 
dotting among such things as Panieum, 
Ceropcgia, and Tradescantias. 


Greenhouses. —Watering daily now oc¬ 
cupies some time, and plants in bloom or 
approaching the flowering stage are bene¬ 
fited by occasional stimulants of some 
kind. Where it can be obtained, nothing 
equals liquid-manure diluted till the mix¬ 
ture resembles weak tea. Tree ventilation 
is an absolute necessity now, and—at 
least, in the case of the ordinary collection 
of conservatory or greenhouse plants—air 
may advantageously be left on the apex of 
the houses at night. Some repotting is 
being done as becomes needful among 
double-flowered Tuberous Begonias, the 
strongest of which are being moved on 
into 8-inch and 9-inch pots. In the case 
of the present year's seedlings it is an 
excellent plan to plant these out in a 
fairly good border. This does away with 
the trouble of potting and of watering; 
the plants make good growth, and the 
seedlings can be proved quite as well as 
when grown under glass. 

Tomatoes. —Thirty years ago we were 
told that in order to secure a good set of 
Tomatoes it was necessary to grow the 
plants in poor soil. It is quite different 
now, Tomatoes being planted out in 
borders composed of fat old loam, or grown 
iii pots in similar soil. There is, I think, 
no doubt as to the correctness of the latter 
method, the huge crops obtained clearly 
showing that the rich soil suits the plant. 
Healthy and robust foliage means vigour, 
and vigour, in turn, means productiveness. 
Plants in pots, if not already top-dressed, 
should be seen to without delay. The 
stems push out roots into the new soil, and 
this is all to the benefit of the plant. In 
a general way, it is best to stop the plants 
after the sixth .truss shows, and all axil¬ 
lary growths should be kept regularly 
pinched out. No lack of moisture is at 
any time admissible in the case of Toma¬ 
toes grown in pots. 

Hardy flower borders _The plants in 

these now make a good display, and an 
hour or two is devoted at intervals to the 
tying in of such plants as require support. 
Irises are numerous, Paeonies have been— 
and are st ill—very good, atid Day Lilies give 
n fine wealth of yellow. These areamong 
tile few hardy plants w hich (or so it seems) 
increase in effectiveness if allowed to grow' 
into exceptionally large clumps. Sea 
Hollies are just on the point, of showing 
their colours, and Oriental Poppies are a 
mass of bloom. These in a cut state and 
associated with the foliage of the Copper 
Beech are very effective in tall vases in 
the house. 

Fruit-trees in pots should now he care¬ 
fully’ attended to as regards moisture. 
Never water a tree without first testing 
the pot by tapping, and when required 
let a thorough soaking be given. Liquid- 
manure may be given fairly often, but it 
must he borne in mind that ripening fruit 
is apt to be touched by the odour of this 
stimulant, so that it ought to be withheld 
when the crop is approaching the ripening 
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pots to half their depth, it is advisable to 
do so, for the roots escape by the holes 
and obtain extraneous nourishment. 

Cherries. —Morello Cherries have set a 
remarkable crop, and as some of the trees 
are of great age they have received all the 
spare liquid-manure available. By and 
bye they will receive a dressing of artifi¬ 
cial manure, which will be well watered 
in. Meantime, an evening hour is being 
devoted to relieving the younger trees 
which are obviously overcropped. 

Wallflowers and Canterbury Bells, 
having attained sufficient size, are being 
pricked off, the former into a cold-frame, 
and the latter into a partially shaded bed 
in the open. 

Celery. —Some welcome rain having 
fallen, maincrop Celery has been got out 
under favourable conditions. The ground, 
having been thoroughly soaked, it is 
hoped that no artificial watering will be 
needed. 

Potatoes. —Moulding up is being 
attended to. In the ease of late varieties 
the soil is drawn up to a sharp ridge. This 
is not so necessary in the case of early or 
midseason varieties. 

Cabbages, Broccoli, etc. —After the rain, 
further plantings were made for autumn 
and winter use, and any blanks in former 
plantings were made good. A good 
breadth of Kale was got out, this planting, 
in a general way, giving the best results. 

W. McGuffoc. 

Balmac Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

July 3rd, 191T. 

I.\ conjunction with the fortnightly meet¬ 
ing held on this date the National Sweet 
Pea Society had also arranged nn exhibi¬ 
tion of Sweet Peas. At the last moment, 
however, several leading growers were un¬ 
able to stage. Despite this, there was 
much to admire in the wealth of hardy 
flowers, more particularly Roses, Delphi¬ 
niums. Eremuri, and Lilies. Orchids, if 
less numerous than usual, were very good. 
Three new Roses and one Orchid gained 
Awards of Merit. 

IIARDY PLANTS. 

These were in great force everywhere if 
in varying degrees of excellence. Doubt¬ 
less, one of the more attractive exhibits 
was that largely of Eremuri from Messrs. 
R. W. Wallace and Co. Hybrids chiefly of 
E. Bunge! and E. Olgie, they have in¬ 
herited all the grace and charm of these 
excellent species witli a remarkable colour 
range through cream, primrose-yellow of 
many shades, even to orange, together 
with delicate flesh pink and salmon. 
Some good ones were Ilungei superbus, 15. 
pallidus, I’ink Olga; (a lovely thing), Shel¬ 
ford, Shelford No. 1, and St. Michael 
(these last embracing.coppery, orange, and 
pink shades). At one end a Water Lily 
pool had its complement of these flowers, 
backed by such giant Irises as aurea and 
Shelford Giant (a tine hybrid of aurea and 
ochroleuca, having white, gold blotched 
flowers). in that from Mr. J. C. All¬ 
grove the most striking feature was the 
variety of Lychnis fulgens. This brilliant 
strain, labelled ns L. f. grandiflora. ]xis- 
sesses the colour-embracing characteristics 
of L. Haageana (pink, cream, flesh, crim¬ 
son, orange, scarlet, and much besides). 
Three feet high or thereabouts in the 
bolder forms, and shown in pots, all their 
good attributes wore revealed, the plants 
being a great attraction. The best alpine 
in tlie group was Acantholimon venustum, 
a couple of dozen plants well dowered with 
rose-pink sprays doing it ample justice. 
In addition, there were goodly displays of 
the new rich orange Trollius Lejlebouri. of 
Eremurus Bungei in variety, and the best- 
known Larkspurs, Rev. E, Lnseelles being 


notable. A big pan of Dianthus Napoleon 
III. was a blaze of colour. Very interest¬ 
ing and beautiful, too, were the newer 
Lilies from the Alder River Nursery. 
Appearing from a background of dark¬ 
leaved Japanese Maples, the brilliant L. 
Willmott® (a new species from Hupeh) 
was charming. Graceful in all its parts, 
the 3i feet high stems carried a wondrous 
lot of flowers of tlie Turk’s cap kind, a 
dozen or more plants making a fine show. 
Even more dainty and rare is the pink- 
flowered L. eernuum (a pretty species less 
than 2 feet high), L. Golden Gleam being 
also beautiful. Others . of note wore 
regale, pardalinum and a hybrid of this 
and Parry!. Messrs. Blackmore and 
Langdon had some of the finest Del¬ 
phiniums, Lavanda, Lizzie Van Veen (bril¬ 
liant blue), Harry Smetham (intense blue). 
Elsie (sky-blue), Mrs. A. J. Watson 
(mauve), and Glory (pale mauve) being a 
selection. A bright collection of these 
came from Messrs. II. Cannell and Sons, 
Dick Sands (violet), Lolland (purplish), 
Eynsford Beauty, and Ustane (deep 
mauve) being, some of the more striking. 
Collections of these flowers were also 
staged by half-a-dozen other exhibitors. 
Lilies and many interesting things were 
shown by Mr. Reutlie. the rose, crimson, 
and white varieties of Erica clnerea among 
them. The new deep violet-blue flowered 
Cyananthus leioealyx was among choice 
things. Campanula punctata and C. 
Rainerl were also noted. Orchis foliosa, 
Magnolia hypoleuca, and Styrax japonica 
were other plants of note. Hybrid double 
Field Poppies were shown by Messrs. G. 
Stark and Sons, these embracing a 
wonderful range of colour in salmon-pink, 
orange, scarlet, and other shades. 

ROSES. 

These were particularly good. The new 
orange-coloured sport from Mme. Edouard 
Herriot, Miss May Marriott, was shown 
in quantity by Mr. T. Robinson, and 
should prove useful.' Mermaid (a deep 
cream single Wiehuraiana variety) came 
from Messrs. W. Paul and Son, ns did 
Walter C. Clark (a richly coloured and 
highly fragrant Rose). Ail three gained 
Awards of Merit. Waltham Scarlet was 
also shown by Messrs. Paul. A particu¬ 
larly fine bank of these flowers was staged 
by Mr. Elisha Hicks, Florence Forrester 
(a remarkable white with big recurving 
Iietals), Climbing Hillingdon, Iona HCrd- 
man (a lovely yellow), Red Letter Day 
(most brilliant in colour), Mrs. George 
Norwood, and Charles E. Shea being 
noted. In a rich lot from Messrs. It. R. 
Cant and Son, the liner things were the 
single pink-flowered Cupid and the rich 
scarlet H. V. Maehin. Both were well dis¬ 
played. Emily Gray (a yellow-flowered 
climbing Wiehuraiana), Red Letter Day, 
Isobel (single), and the lovely white Mrs. 
Herbert Stevens were among others. Rev. 
J. II. Pemberton showed cluster and single 
Roses, largely Pax (a white Hybrid Per¬ 
petual Musk) being of the hitler set. It is 
said to be as good in autumn as now. 
Lady Curzon (single pink Damask) is said 
to form a big shrub, and should he left 
very much -alone. Pemberton's White 
Rambler and Clarissa (yellow)-were some 
others in a large collection. The more 
beautiful of those shown by Messrs. Frank 
Cant and Co. were Lady Mary Ward 
(tawny-yellow without and yellow within), 
Red Letter Day J intense crimson-scarlet ), 
Lady Pirrle, Lyon, and Mme. Edouard 
Herriot. 

CARNATIONS. 

Mr. J. Douglas contributed a nice lot of 
border sorts, such as Linkman (one of the 
best yellow-ground fancies), Hercules (a 
big maroon-coloured variety), Booklnuu 
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Clove, My Clove (of a delightful pink 
shade), The King (rich maroon), and 
Sweetheart (apricot splashed with 
salmon). In addition, Mr. Douglas also 
showed his border Pinks, which embrace 
a wide colour-range. A general collection 
of Perpetual Carnations was arranged by 
Messrs. Allwood Brothers. 

STOVE AND GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 

Mr. L. R. Russell put up a goodly collec¬ 
tion of Caladiums, together with fine 
specimen examples of Acalypha Sander- 
iann, Medinilhi magnifiea, Dracaena Vic¬ 
toria". Murantns, Aralias, and the like. A 
rather pretty hybrid, t'nlla (Richardla) 
Elliotiopica ((’. lilllottiana x C. aethio- 
pioa) was exhibited by Mr. II. Elliott, 
Hui-stpierimint. The new-comer lias soft, 
ereainy-yellow. coloured spathes marked 
with reddish-purple at the base. The 
foliage is that, of the latter kind. Finer 
Begonias than those shown by Messrs. 
Blaekmore and Langdon probably have 
never been seen. and. while demonstrat¬ 
ing cultural excellence, were beautiful and 
refined. Dorothy Taylor (pink), Princess 
Victoria Louise (salmon), Kcnnerley Rom¬ 
ford (orange), and Lord Methuen (crim¬ 
son) were some of the best. Gloxinias 
showing a remarkable development were 
shown by Messrs. R. and G. Cuthbert, one 
named Cuthbert’s Distinction attracting 
largely. Messrs. H. It. May and Sons con¬ 
tributed a group of Ferns hardy and 
exotic, nil alike welcome amid so much 
flmxer colour. 

ORCHIDS. 

The only novelty receiving an award was 
Odontoglossum Queen Alexandra Memorla 
Lionel Crawshay (a remarkable variety 
with orange, gold-bordered sepals and 
violet lip heavily tipped white). It eauie 
from Mr. de IL Crawshay, Sevenoaks. 
Messrs. Armstrong and Brown had many 
beautiful things, none more conspicuous, 
perhaps, than Miltonia .1. Gurney Fowler 
(a handsome pink-coloured form with rich 
maroon centre). M. Blueana in variety 
was also on view. Cattleya Gaskelliana 
alba (very pure white) and an extensive 
series both of Odontiodas and Odonto- 
glossums were also staged. In a hand¬ 
some lot from Messrs. Charlesworth, 
Cattleya gigas Mrs. G. Ashworth (blush- 
pink) was of outstanding beauty. The 
pink-flowered Miltonia Charlesworthi was 
very fine, while a specimen of M. Blueana 
carried eleven sprays of blossoms. A 
small collection of Cattleyas and others 
Was shown by Messrs. Sander and Sons. 

SWEET PEAS. 

These were not shown extensively, the 
Gold Medal group coming from Mr. W. II. 
Holloway, Shrewsbury. Golden Glory 
(orange-scarlet), Jean Ireland (cream 
flushed pink, one of the most beautiful of 
Sweet Peas), Hoik- (scarlet), Constance 
Hinton (fine wliitei, and Charles Foster 
were some of the better things. Royal 
Purple, if a misnomer, was quite distinct. 
A rather dainty blush-pink, named Ele¬ 
gance, was well shown by Messrs. Alex. 
Dickson and Sons, Belfast. From Mr. J. 
Stevenson. Faith (pale blue). Peace 
(pink), King (mauve), and Austin Frederick 
(lilac and lavender) were the better things, 
while Messrs. Piper contributed excellent 
vases of Minnie Piper (pale salmon), 
Admiral Beatty (a very distinctive red), 
Mrs. Gentle (pink and white), and the deep 
mauve coloured Margaret Fife among 
many others. None we thought were up 
to their usual standard of excellence, 
apart from which the Drill Hall is not 
ideal from the exhibition standpoint. 

A complete list of the certificated plants 
and medals w 
men! columns 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Lily of the Valley failing {Ignorance ).— 
As your bed is evidently an old one, the 
roots have doubtless become crowded, and 
an impoverished condition generally has 
resulted. Select a fresh position, where 
fresh soil would be at hand. If this can¬ 
not be done, give an entire change of soil, 
taking out fully 15 inches of the old, and 
replacing by a like quantity from another 
part of the garden. Dig in plenty of old 
manure and leaf-soil, if possible. Some 
care will be required in digging out the old 
bed. Your best plan will bo to cut the 
roots out in tufts G inches or !) inches 
square, unless you can fork under them and 
lift'them out -bodily. Assuming you lift 
the beds in tufts, the latter should bo 
again divided into pieces 3 inches square 
or thereabouts, preserving the runners as 
much as possible. The rows should be at 
least 9 inches asunder, and the tufts about 
6 inches. Jt will be best to prepare the 
entire beds before replanting. In sotting 
out the individual plants, keep the crowns 
well below the surface, and, above all, 
plant firmly. The autumn is the best time 
to remake the bed. 

Raising seedling Hippeastrums (Qverist). 
—The seed pods should be by now ripe or 
rapidly approaching that stage. Tills is 
shown by the capsules turning yellow and 
then splitting open, leaving the black¬ 
winged seeds visible therein. When this 
happens the pods may be cut and laid in a 
dry, sunny place. In a few days the seeds 
may lie shaken clear, and are then ready 
for' sowing. By some it is recommended 
to keep the seeds until the spring before 
sowing them, but where a structure in 
which a winter temperature of 60 degs. is 
available a good deal of time is saved by 
sowing the seed at once. If this is done, 
the young plants will soon make their ap¬ 
pearance, and if potted singly when large 
enough they will be established in small 
pots before tbe winter. The seed is best 
sown in pans in a mixture of loam, leaf- 
mould, and sand. Care should be taken 
not to sow too thickly, otherwise the roots 
are apt to get entangled by the time the 
seedlings require to lie potted off singly. 
Plants so treated will, by the end of 
February, be sufficiently advanced to 
shift them into pots 4 inches in diameter. 
During the first winter the plants must 
be kept steadily growing, and not dried 
off in anv way, and much the same may be 
said of the second season, after which they 
may be treated as established plants. 

TREES AND SHRUBS. 

Cutting clown Hollies (F. E. R .).—The 
best time to cut down Hollies is early in 
the spring before the sap rises. A sloping 
cut is preferable to a straight one, as mois¬ 
ture is thus prevented from remaining on 
the cut portion, and, as an additional pre¬ 
caution, the wound should be covered with 
a coating of tar. Leave the side growths,, 
as they will help to draw up the sap. 

FRUIT. 

Silver-leaf in Plum-trees (Richard 
Palmer ).—There is no cure for the silver- 
leaf disease on Plum and other fruit lives, 
and when once a tree becomes affected by 
it the best way is to dig up the tree, care¬ 
fully searching for every particle of root 
at the same time, and burn the whole. If 
necessary to plant a fruit-tree in place of 
those destroyed, avoid stone fruits and 
select Apples or Pears instead. 

Injury to Nut leaves {Richard Palmer ).— 
The injury done to the leaves of the Nut- 
tree in question is we think due to the 
Nut-leaf weevil (Strophosuros Coryli). 
Beyond affording you this meagre infor¬ 
mation. we are at a loss how to advise you 
to combat and effect its destruction, as the 
authority we have consulted in the matter 
does not mention a remedy. You might 
try the effects of spraying the trees in 
December with caustic alkali solution, 


using fkis at tbe same strength as used for 
fruit-trees. You might also try syringing 
the trees with paraffin emulsion at tho 
present time. If no good results, it will 
not damage the trees. 

VEGETABLES. 

Turnips bolting ( Whitby ).—On some 
soils raising early Turnips is a difficult 
matter, as, unless carefully managed, they 
may run to seed (which yours have done) 
at the very time they ought to be ready 
for use. A sprinkling of superphosphate 
applied when the seeds are sown will push 
on the crop, and should never be omitted 
when the fly is troublesome. Sow in drills 
1 foot apart, and thin the plants well nut. 
During hot weather tho drills should bo 
thoroughly soaked with water previous to 
sowing the seeds. If the seeds lie too long 
in the soil the plants always come patchy 
and weakly. Y'ou give us no idea as to the 
soil, but if it is light tho evil you complain 
of is sure to follow, more especially if you 
have not thinned out tile seedlings freely. 

Sowing Swedes (Fish ).—The early part 
of this month will be quite soon enough for 
the sowing of Swedes in your locality, hi 
regard to cultural matters, proceed on the 
same lines as for Turnips. When tho 
plants are ready for thinning reduoe them 
to one at every 9 inches to 1 foot apart, 
and then sprinkle the sulphate of ammonia 
between the rows at the rate of 1 oz. per 
square yard and hoe it in. The quantity 
mentioned should not he exceeded. In 
from three to four weeks’ time give them 
another and similar dressing. A third 
application may be given after tho lapse 
of a corresponding-period. As to whether 
a fourth is necessary will depend on the 
condition of the crop. If satisfactory it 
will not be required. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Diseased leafage (Q. U.). — Your 

Cucumber and Tomato leaves coming from 
the same house are evidently similarly 
affected, and by thrips, very minute in¬ 
sects, not visible to the naked eye, but 
evidenced by the way the green colouring 
matter in the leaves is sucked out by these 
tiny pests. Evidently you have kept your 
house too hot, and generated in it a very- 
dry atmosphere. Slake up a solution of 
milk and sulphur, and having your pipes 
hot, coat them over with the solution to 
generate a strong sulphur vapour, as that 
helps to kill the insects. You must also 
damp the floor of the house and use the 
syringe freely. Let the temperature 
range from 70 (legs, to 75 degs. Give the 
pipes a second dressing a few days later. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

Mrs. Mary M. Waldy .—See reply to 
Mrs. E. S. Wedderburn re the Apple-blos¬ 
som weevil in our last issue, p. 365.- 

Mrs. Hove .—Write to tile Secretary of the 
Royal Horticultural Society, Vincent 
Sq., Westminster, S.W. 1, for “Vegetable 
Bottling and Fruit Preserving Without 

Sugar,” free by post for Is. 2d.- Raven. 

—Insufficient ripening of the w ood is, no 
doubt, the cause. Put it on a wall—more 
especially all-important in your district— 

and we think success will follow.- Henry 

Edward July .—The flowering of the plants 
would depend, in groat measure, on the 
treatment meted out to the seedlings. 


NAMES OP PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of Plants _ Gale How. — 1, 

Veronica incaim; 2, Red Valerian (Cen- 
tranthus ruber); 3, Thymus Chammdrys; 

4, Agatluea coelestis.- J. N. 11. —1, 

Raphiolepis japoniea; 2, Antherieum 

Liliago.- A. Robertson. —1, Peucedanum 

officinale; 2, Silene inflata, probably; 5, 
Potentilla reptans; 6, Linaria, probably 
pallida. Tho above are given with some 
diffidence. Remainder cannot bo deter¬ 
mined, Owing to their fragmentary and 

dried-up condition.- Mrs. Robert Bate- 

man ,—The Oat Grass (Bromus mollis). 
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LISTS ON APPLICATION, 





Mis 

TT\c piortccr of cheap simple and effective 
heating /or small greenhouses. Complete 
Apparatus /rum 3 4 4 0 The immense salq 
or this nonet-, and its numerous imilationr. 


NESSENCERaCO LTD 


MANY YEARS RFPUTATION. 

EUREKA- 

LASTING RESULTS - NO NEW EXPERIMENT. 


^ UBOUFUAVERS 

Soilfume Nicotine insecticides Fumers. 
Sprays, and other Chemicals & Sundries 
See List Please ask your agent for the Eureka 
articles - They are always satisfactory If any 
Difficulty in obtaining we send direct, carriage paid 


ORlyAdtressTOMMNSON & HAYWARD L” LINCOLN. 


KTOM-.POISONOTJS. 


KEEP YOUR PATHS CLEAN 

WITH > r 

MeDOUGALL’S 

WEE D KIL LER. 

WRITE FOR PRICES AND NAME 
OF LOCAL DEALER TO 

McDougaJI Bros. Ltd., Port St., Manchester 


salmon twine 
square mesti Nets bound with cords, guaranteed cover 
measured length and width 4£d. M|. yard, any length, width 
supplied; selected went her proof atoiit 1-inch square mesh 
Nets, bound with cords, any si/e, 3d. square yard; ditto, 
medium, 2l<\. square yard, as supplied I 'Royal Gardens 
over 30 years. I am the largest Hand Braided Net Maker 
in the United Kingdom ; also Maker of Tennis Nets, Rick 
Covers, Greenhouse Shading:, etc Goods promptly 
dispatched by passenger train, carriage paid, on receipt of 
order, and satisfaction guaranteed; samples posted on 
application. W. OLIVER ALLEN, Garden Net 
Works. I’orlhle\i'ii, Cornwall. Kst.il dished 100 yearn. 

LION CYCLES. 

Cash or monthly payments. 

Signed Guarantee for all time. 

Packed in crate free and carriage paid 
Since 1905 i have advertised in t his paper, and have made 
and sold over ‘20,000 Machines. NO EXTRAS: Bell, Pump, 
anl everything included. Carriage paid. YOU CAN 
KII)K AND TEST THE MACHINE FOR 10 DAYS. IF 
YOU DO NOT APPROVE 1 PAY ALL CARRIAGE. I 
have thousands of testimonials. Write to-day for copies 
mid Catalogue, with illustrations and full specification. — 
GEORGE REATSON. LTD., “ LION CYCLE WORKS, 
85, MOSELEY STREET. BIRMINGHAM. 

strong, stout, 
small mesh; will not rot ; as supplied by me to tin; Royal 
Gardens. 100yds by 1 yd., 5s.; or by L‘ yds , 10s. Carriage 
paid H. J GASKON. The Net Works, Rye. 

“D EDDY & SONS, Torleven Works, Porth- 

leven, Cornwall. — The largest manufacturers of 
GARDEN NETTING in the kingdom. New stout and 
specially strong square mesh Netting, half inch and one 
inch mesh, at Pi. per square yard; light new square mesh, 
suitable fur Strawberry beds, at 3d. per square yard. These 
Nets are bound all round with stout cord, and cover their 
measured length and width. Any length or width supplied. 
Repaired Nettings in all sizes in stock. State your require¬ 
ments and we will quote lowest prices. Also makers of 
TENNIS NETTINGS, RICK COVERS. GREENHOUSE 
SHADINGS. WASP NETTINGS, PACKING AND 
TARRED TWINES of nil kinds. All Goods sent by 
PASSENGER train Carriage Paid on receipt of order. 


*DOXES, 12 by 8 by 10, 1-inch timber, dove- 

tailed ami bound with hoop iron, 4s. por dozen. 
Suitable for all kind* of plants. — HARTLEY, Ainadale, 
Lancs. 

G ARDEN NETTING, 151b. bag odd pieces, 

3b. 6d., carriage paid.— H. J. GASSON, Rye. 


LEADERS will oblige by mentioning Gar 
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M9 OOUGALL BROS LT° PORT ST MANCHESTER. 


The FOOD PROBLEM 
GROW MUSHROOMS 


'J’llE FUNGI FOOD CO.’S "VIVO ” SPAWN SYSTEM 
enables you to grow Mushrooms of quality, pink and 
white, breakfast cup top size, all the year round without 
manure and without previous knowledge, in boxes, jkAr, 
pans, in cellars, attics, sheds, s|»are rooms, in the open 
spare corners on allotments—any where; darkness not essen¬ 
tial ; cost very trifling and very little attention required. 

MUSHROOMS are a food of great value, but they must 
be cultivated from pure spawn not the maggoty sort that 
grow wild in fields, which are often very poisonous. 

ASSURE YOURSELF AN INCONIE 
by Belling your easily grown crops at from 16 to 3 6 per lb. 

Full particulars upon receipt of a 
stamped addressed envelope to— 
THE FUNGI FOOD CO. 
(Box 9), 

26, The Bar, Beverley, YORKS. 


FREE 


Sale of Surplus Stock. 

Wc still hold certain small stocks of 

CARDEN SEATS, CARDEN ENCINES & PUMPS, 
also CARDEN ROLLERS, WATER CARTS, 
CARDEN ARCHES, anti HAND LICHTS, 

which we shall bo pleased to clear at special prices, subject 
to being unsold. Particulars on application. 

BOULTON & PAUL, Ltd., ROSE LANE WORKS, 

NORWICH. 


THE STOURBRIDCE HEATINC 
APPARATUS 

FOR GR KEN HOUSES, 
CONSERVATORIES, &v. 
Most economical and efficient 
This apparatus has attained 
great fropularity. Made at our 
own foundry and under our 
own supervision. Before order¬ 
ing elsewhere, send for Revised 
Price List, giving full particu¬ 
lars, free by post. 

J. & W. WOOD. 

Birmingham Street Foundry, 
STOURBRIDGE. 


GLASS., 


Special Prices for Cash with Order In IliilL 
CLASS, 4/21 oz. 


Boxes, 100 200 I Boxes, 100 200 

» ( l ft h<] II. «q. ft. su. ft. 

8 x 6in .. . 26 6 45- 12.14.15.16.18, \ Mn co 

y x 7 1 ii. 29 - 47 6 20 - 24 x I2»u. / * 08 “ 

10 x 6m. 32 0 50- 16 J 7 - 18 » 20 

iumm*::: 3t’« 623 706 

13.13, H* Mill. 37 6 64- 20.22,21 x 15in1 

S 6 “igj; 22 -.»*'«• ’36 

16,18,20 1 11 in J 68 ' 20.22,21 x ljfa 48 - 77 b 

CWt - 14 ® ; * cwt ' 79 ' iowt. 

DIAMONDS, 7 6 and 10 6 each. 

GLASS CUTTERS, 6-vvheel, 1‘6 each. 

MIXED P AINTS. 7-lb. lever tins. White, 

10 j stond; ordinary colours, 7 - per stone. 

r. & T. ROSS. LTD, 

i— BURTON ST., HULL. Estab 1313 ’ ■ 


BAYLISS. JONES X. BAYLISS 

WOLVERHAMPTON»~oLONDON" “ 



•TOWN HARDENING.—New and greatly 

T improved Edition. By 13. C. Ra vkksghoft. A Hand¬ 
book of Trees, Shrubs, and Plants suitable for Town Culture 
in the garden, window, or greenhouse. By post, '2 r 61 net. 
MANAGER, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, lx>ndon, W.C. 2. 

The latest day for receiving Advertise¬ 
ments is FRIDAY. 9 a.m. 


Advertisement Rates. 

Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


Line Advertisements. Single Insertions. 91. nor 

line, minimum three lines (about twenty words fill the firs; 
three lines, and nine words each additional line). Front 
page, if guaranteed. Is. per linn. No reduction for aerie* 

Terms for Display Advertisements, 10 *. p Jr 

inch (reduction for series). 

Advertisers not having a regular account at the offi-sj 
must accompany their orders with remittance. Ordori anl 
advei l:8omeut copy should be addressed— 

MANAGER, 

63, LINCOLN'S INN FIELDS, LOUDON, W.C. 2. 


}} 


If you are interested in this week’s 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED, 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three months, 2/6 ; six 
months, 5/- ; twelvemonths, 10/-: for Abroad, 12/-. Annual subscribers 
will receive the year’s complete Index to the volume free of charge. 

To Publisher or Newsagent :— 

Please deliver “ Gardening Illustrated" weekly for which I 
enclose _ 

Nam c ___ 


(Mr., Mrs., or Miss) 


Address (in full) 


u II a I nitre Iff 


Printed nod Published b, «* Proprietor,^. WfltUW?? 1 ’ W" 
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No. 2002—Von. XXXIX. 

NOTES FROM BRITISH COLUMBIA. 
I often wonder at which season my British 
Columbia garden is most delightful. I 
think it must be now—June 1st. The 
Creeping Dogwood (Cornus canadensis) is 
in full flower. It is a dense creeper, and 
its snowy-wliite flowers, each from 1 inch 
to 2 inches across, with blue-grey centres, 
make a tine show'. The Tree Dogwood is 
in full blossom, too; its flowers are each 
about b inches across. The garden is a 
sheen of blue Collinsia and pink Valeri- 
anella. The seed-pods of all my Erythro- 
niurns are standing in pink and blue. The 
British Columbia Wallflower (Erysimum 
asperum) is a mass of yellow (golden in 
the sunset). Purple and white Heather 
are in full flower. My terraced wall is a 
mass of Phlox Dougiasi, Pentstemon Men- 
ziesii, scarlet Castilie'as, Fritillaria lan- 
ceolata, blue Cataassia, and many others. 
Our rare Fritillaria kamschatcensis is in 
full flower, the blooms all at the top. 

Then this is the time for our fine- 
foliaged plants. A plant of Smilaclna 
racemosn is St feet across, and has seventy 
spikes of fragrant white flowers. I like 
tlie foliage of Smilaclna ampiexicauiis 
better, it has rough .leaves, and its cream 
flowers are at the tip. It is a very attrac¬ 
tive plant, and has such vermilion-red 
berries in the autumn. Disporum 
(Prosartes) Oreganum is like it, but has 
•shining, smooth leaves and long white 
bells. Its bright-yellow berries are plenti¬ 
ful on the plant in the autumn. Srnila- 
cina stellata romps about pretty enough. 
Achlys triphylla is lovely just now, so are 
Trautvettaria palmata, Thalietruw occi- 
dentale, with its brown and claret tassels, 
and many other lovely fine-foliaged plants. 
Adlantum hlspidulum has black stalks, 
each over 1 foot high, and the little Pelliea 
densa is beautiful in the rock garden. 

There are some rare plants now in 
bloom. Two very shy ones, Rubus pedatus 
and ltubus iasioeoccus, both with white 
flowers, and loving shade, trail about the 
logs in the wood. Tyrola uniflora is a 
precious little plant, and its flower has a 
delicious scent: and yet another tiny one, 
the smallest plant in the garden. Roinnn- 
zoffia unnlnskensis, about an inch high, has 
a root like a Potato—white at times, and 
almost black when it has died down. The 
scarlet Columbine is all over the place. 
Our Mossy Spiraea (S. peetinata) is lovely. 
Vaceiniuin parvifolium is in beautiful leaf, 
its flowers are green bells or hollow bails, 
and one does not see them until they fall 
on the ground. The Saxifrages are in 
flower, S. Marshall!, the rarest we have, 
was finer than we have ever seen it. The 
grouse destroy it, and two heavy snowfalls 
two years running have done for the 
grouse, and as there are no grouse my 
British Columbia Orchid (Calypsoborealis) 
flourished, and I had the pleasure of 
watching some hundreds of plants for 
about three weeks growing in a Mossy 
Place under the trees outside the garden, 
their pretty, pink flowers holding them¬ 
selves very straight and having a delicious 
«‘ent. Susan Stoker. 

Coirichan Lake, British Columbia, 


Go gle 


notes of the week. 

Two first-rate Dianthi.— One is Osar's 
Mantle, raised a good many years ago at 
Wenlook Abbey. This is now flowering 
splendidly, and was untouched by frost. 
Another very beautiful plant, about 
0 inches high, was given me by Mr. 
Jenkins. It has red flowers with Cream- 
coloured splashes.— E. Charles Buxton, 
Coed Derw, Bellwg-y-Coed. 

The Californian Fuchsia (Zauscbneria 
californica).—This promises well, having 
stood the Arctic conditions of last winter 
without any protection whatever. It was 
established at the foot of a bush of Aloysia 
eitriodora, which, by the way, was killed 
to the ground. This Californian plant is a 
precious thing for late effect in the rock 
garden.—W. L>., Be.Thill. 

The clashing of Azaleas and Rhodo¬ 
dendrons.— In reference to the above I 
would say that masses of Rhododendrons, 
with here and there bushes of the yellow 
Ghent Azaleas coming out of the nearly- 
joined branches of the former, are beauti¬ 
ful, and many passers by pause at my front 
gates to ndmir^ the combination on the 
carriage drive.—W est Riiu.nc. 

The Orange Ball-tree (Buddleia globosa) 
in Scotland —There are few Scottish gar¬ 
dens in which this is met with in a thriving 
condition, but at Moureith it flowers 
freely. It is grown as a bush, and cer¬ 
tainly looks much better than if it were 
trained against a wall, a method which 
we are apt to adopt with shrubs of un¬ 
certain hardiness.—S. Arnott. 

Azara microphylla In the open _This 

has generally been treated as a wall shrub, 
and in some cases has been trained too 
closely to the wall, with the result that 
its natural habit and beauty are lost. At 
Moureith there is a fine plant grown with¬ 
out support at the back of one of the 
flower borders, and this shows how much 
we lose by training it against a wall or 
fence, Sir Herbert Maxwell’s plant being 
far more beautiful when allowed to de¬ 
velop naturally. 

Spring-flowering rock plants in 1917 .— 

A friend, writing to us from Clapton Com¬ 
mon. London, E., says : “This has been a 
wonderful year for flowers, but what a 
winter It was. I lost several tilings which 
I thought were quite hardy, while, on the 
other hand, one or two, reputedly tender, 
have come through quite well. The 
silvery-leaved Saxifrages have bloomed 
this year more freely than I have ever 
seen them. Lithosperiuum graminifolium 
has been a joy this year.” 

The Pheasant's-tail Grass _I sent you a 

note at the beginning of the month de¬ 
ploring the destruction of the Pheasant’s- 
tail Grass and the scarcity of seedlings as 
compared with former years. On the 5th 
inst. I found fresli growths on various old 
plants believed to be quite dead, and a 
number of seedlings which were certainly 
not in existence two days previously. At 
the end of March a very large plant was 
pulled up from under some bushes, where 
it was overgrown by weeds. This is now 
quite a fine specimen, as good as it was 
last summer. I should like to know how 
this beautiful Grass has stood the winter 
in other gardens.— E. Charles Buxton, 
Coed Derw , Bettws-y-Cced. 
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Stuartias.— Stuartia pentagyna and S. 
pseudo-Camellia, both planted twelve years 
ago or more, have made healthy growth, 
but have hitherto failed to flower. S. 
pentagyna. which is the most in shade, is, 
however, showing bloom-buds this year for 
the first time, but S. pseudo-Camellia is still 
flowerless. Perhaps, however, these shrubs 
have to attain a considerable age before 
they can be expected to flower.— D’Arcy 
W. Reeve, Friars, Mat field, Paddock Wood. 

A hybrid Poppy —Last year I noticed 
what appeared to be a cross between 
Pa paver nudieaule and P. atlanticum (or 
pilosum hybrldum). It was over 2 feet in 
height. No seedlings have come up this 
season, but 1 notice two plants very simi¬ 
lar. They are much taller than any 
Iceland Poppies here, with semi-double 
flowers of a deep orange colour. Both 
these were seeded under P. atlanticum.~ 
E. Charles Buxton, Coed Derw, Bctlws-y- 
Cced. 

Our spring overseas _Our ugly spring 

seems to have been world-wide. Mr. J. W. 
Elliott, writing to us from Pittsburg. 
June 11th, says : “ We have had the worst 
spring here ever experienced—very cold, 
dark, and for the last two weeks exceed¬ 
ingly wet, so it is extremely hard to get 
any work done. Strawberries, l’ceonies, 
and practically everything are two weeks 
later than usual. By actual count we 
have had only six fine days since the first 
of April.” 

Lonicera tragophylla,— The men who 

baptise new plants have a fine talent in 
inventing names of little beauty, and the 
above-named, Instead of bearing its pre¬ 
sent name, might well have been called 
the Noble Honeysuckle. As in many other 
families, there are more names than dis¬ 
tinction, but here we have a beautiful 
climbing shrub, the Bowers larger than 
those of the best-known Honeysuckles and 
of a clear yellow. On a wall at Wake- 
hurst it grows freely, running into shrubs 
near. It is a native of China.—W. 

Incarvillea Delavayl _In early July few 

of tlie choicer hardy plants are more at¬ 
tractive when in bloom than Incarvillea 
Delavayl. Of rather doubtful hardiness 
in some districts, it succeeds in a marked 
way in this neighbourhood, and some ex¬ 
ceptionally good clumps were noted re¬ 
cently at St. Mary's Isle. The erect habit 
of the sterns^ with the bold, massive 
clusters of pink blooms, combined with the 
elegant foliage of tlie plant, ought to make 
it more popular in such neighbourhoods as 
this.—W. McG., Balmae. 

Dianthus Napoleon III. —A fine pan of 
this brilliant crimson hybrid Mule Pink 
exhibited by Mr. J. O. Allgrove recently 
recalls the value of one of the best low- 
growing perennials flowering in July. 
Twelve inches or 15 inches high, and of a 
sturdy, vigorous habit of growth, it, like 
others of its class, requires to be increased 
from cuttings periodically—annually is the 
safest plan—in order to ensure a goodly 
stock. In its class it is unequalled for 
colour and lowly stature. Where edgings 
are used for herbaceous borders tlie crim¬ 
son Mule Pink should always find a place, 
while a belt of it would be particularly 
effective. Like Dianthus barbntus magni- 
ficus—also a good plant—it seems to be 
happiest in i good holding calcareous 
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loam, and both are easily Increased liv 
heel cuttings inserted in a cold ffanie in 
sandy soil.—K. It. .T. 

Habranthus pratensis. — There were 
some notes in recent numbers of Garden¬ 
ing as to the hardiness of this bulb and its 
immunity from severe frost. I have it in 
a dry situation under a wall facing E.S.E., 
and have found it come up regularly with¬ 
out any protection. This year, however, it 
tried to flower at ground-level, the blooms 
opening, or attempting to open, as they 
pushed through the soil, but they were 
eaten by slugs.—D’A rcy W. Reeve, Friars, 
Matficld, Paddock Wood. 

Freeing Apricots.— I have found Apricots 
fruit very well and not die back so much 
if grown partly In chalk and old turf, 
no manure, and well watered in dry 
weather. I have lots of flowering Kale 
close to the fruit-trees, bat no bees, but I 
And syringing the blossoms very effective. 

I have this year a splendid crop of Apri¬ 
cots, which required a good deal of 
thinning. I picked 170 off one tree, and 
there are still quite 200 on it, and I had a 
good crop last year. I am trying layering 
soon. — Charles Phelips, Shillinystone, 
Dorset. 

Loss of annual flowers in 1917 —I miss 
some of my best-loved annual flowers this 
year, among others the charming 
khodanthe, the Swan River Daisy, fairest 
of the Daisies claiming the term blue; 
also some of the smaller Californian 
annuals, Reptosiphons and Sand Ver¬ 
benas. We have had worse weather in 
May and cannot blame tliat, the more 
likely cause being bad seed. Much of the 
best seed-growing land of Europe be¬ 
ing closed to us, owing to the war, may 
account for some failures. Is the failure 
general? Are we wise to sow annuals only 
in spring? Some self-sown Gentianctte 
(Phacelia campanularin) in the Rose beds 
were none the worse for the hard winter 
and spring, and so I hope to sow a bed of 
this really beautiful flower in the lightest 
and best soil, which will not prevent mo 
sowing it in spring also. If an annual 
will survive our winters it is the best way. 
Also I hope to try the great Pimpernel of 
N. Africa, which should he hardy, as so 
much of N. Africa has a cold winter.—W. 

Grand climbing Roses. — From Mr. 
George Paul, the Old Nurseries, Cheshunt, 
come vigorous shoots of some varieties 
raised in the nursery and which are named 
forms of himalaiea and bear so good a 
name. They run up trees like great 
climbers and will have a distinct use in 
being out of the way of the primer, whose 
mark is often a dismal one. Some of my 
best pieces of big Roses are never touched 
by the pruning knife.—W. 

- “ W..” who writes in the issue of 

Gardening for June .'10, page 317, of the 
climbing China Rose Cramoisie Superieur 
rambling over a tall Holly, will doubtless 
be interested in the above, a new, if small, 
set exhibited before the Royal Horticul¬ 
tural Society by Messrs. Paul and Son, 
Cheshunt, on June 19th last. They are 
hybrids resulting from the crossing of the 
strong - growing Rosa liimnlaica — by 
which, I suppose, is meant the Himalayan 
form of Rosa Brunoni I It. moschata)—and 
Polyantha sorts, and, having proved 
hardy—an attribute occasionally lacking 
in the species named in severe winters— 
are calculated in the near future to pro¬ 
vide new features of interest in garden 
landscape. The newcomers, “alba plena ” 
and “ rosea plena,” are not, it is true, 
endowed with the brilliant colouring of 
the China Rose named, hence will not 
compare wiUTTt in this redpcct. But the 
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fact that in a collide of years they reach 
a height of_30 feet to 3D feet, while proof 
of their exceptional development, also 
Indicates the lines on which they may be 
used to advantage in the wild garden or 
elsewhere. The masses of flowers are 
suggestive of Feliclte I’erpetue—the pink 
one particularly so—though they are 
larger and more double. Their coming, 
too, reminds me that tliirty-flve or more 
years ago the late Mr. Macintosh, in his 
garden at Wey bridge, planted Rosa 
Brunoni in the shrubbery borders, allow¬ 
ing it to climb and ramble at will among 
the taller shrubs and conifers.—E. H. 
Jenkins. 


FRUIT. 

THE SLOE NOT FRUITING. 

I am much puzzled to account for the fact 
that some Sloe bushes here never bear a 
fruit. They form a hedgerow 10 feet or 
more in height, proportionately wide, and 
many yards long. Every year they are 
smothered with blossom, but I have never 
seen a fruit on them. I have examined 
the flowers with the lens, and to all ap¬ 
pearance the stigma is perfect and the 
usual complement of anthers is there, but 
whether they open and shed the pollen I 
could not discover. Not far away there is 
another hedgerow composed of this fruit 
and which in most seasons bears abun¬ 
dantly, the soil being apparently identi¬ 
cal. A man who has worked many years 
on the land says that he has never known 
of a similar Instance. I could understand 
a single bush being sterile, but there are 
dozens of them, and it seems strange that 
over a iieriod of twenty years not one 
single fruit should have been formed. As 
the Sloe increases by means of seeds these 
hushes must have come originally from 
fertile parents. How is it, then, that they 
are all sterile? 

Have any of your readers witnessed any¬ 
thing similar? The man above-mentioned 
says he never has, and be has worked on 
farms in various parts of England. It is 
also curious that Damson stones that came 
accidentally into ground have produced 
the common Sloe, and this year they are 
full of fruit. I allowed them to remain, 
as I was curious to see what kind of fruit 
they would produce, hut it does not differ 
from the common species. Strange to say, 
Loudon, in the “ Hortus Britannicus,” 
does not mention the Damson. He gives 
Pmnue doinestica (the Plum), a native of 
this country, and Primus spinosa, of which 
he mentions three varieties, and the 
Bullaee (Primus insititia), but with the 
added word “ grafted,” which I do not 
understand. The Damson, as is well 
known, varies much in quality. I have 
seen it stated that the popular Crittenden 
or Farleigh Prolific Damson was dis¬ 
covered in a hedgerow. J. Cornhill. 


Stone-splitting in Peaches.— Some varie¬ 
ties of Peaches are more liable to splitting 
of the stones than others, although even 
in the case of those which are, generally 
speaking, free from that fault, there may 
be individual faulty fruits. The defect in 
such stones is, perhaps, somewhat difficult 
to explain, but it is usually ascribed to 
one or two causes. The first is Imperfect 
fertilisation of the blooms, and especially 
of tlie flowers on trees grown in the oi>en. 
In such cases the pollen ought to lie dis¬ 
tributed by means of a camel-hair brush, 
a rabbit’s tail, or something of a similar 
nature. The second cause of stone¬ 
splitting may he attributable to a de¬ 
ficiency of lime in the soil. This can easily 
be corrected by applying dressings 


freshly-slaked lime twice during the grow¬ 
ing season, in such quantities as will make 
the surface of the border uniformly white. 
While these are the generally accepted ex¬ 
planations of stone-cracking, no doubt 
other causes may contribute. Thus, for 
instance, imperfectly-ripened wood, or 
consistent overcropping, combined with 
insect attacks, might conceivably have 
something to do with the matter. So, too. 
might the cessation of watering and of 
syringing after the crop has been gathered. 
—A Scottish Gardener. 


WAR ECONOMY. 

In your issue of May 26th last “ Scottish 
Gardener” mentioned, in “War Eco¬ 
nomy,” the cutting off of the bunches of 
Grapes. It would be most interesting if 
ho or one of your correspondents would go 
rather further into the matter, and say 
what further work and expense would be 
saved.—J. 13. 

[My point was not so much the saving 
effected for a season or two, but the false 
economy which led to the rooting out of 
Vines in good health and full hearing iu 
order to reduce labour. 1 ventured to as¬ 
sert that by cutting off the bunches and 
giving the rods their head—within limits— 
for a season more satisfaction would be 
ultimately given. Of course, in such a 
ease, as “ J, B.” suggests, further economy 
would result. As the vinery might quite 
safely he ventilated fully day and night, 
the vigilance which is necessary when rods 
are carrying a crop would be, to a great 
extent, done away with. It is well known 
that plentiful supplies of fresh air are 
inimical to insect pests, and vaporising 
would hardly be needed. Of course, in 
such a case, a certain amount of stopping 
would lie desirable, and this could be done 
at practically any convenient time. Fire- 
heat being unnecessary, it follows that 
stoking would he eliminated, this including 
the weekly work incurred in cleaning flues, 
soot-boxes, etc. Not the least economy 
would be found-iu the fuel bill. In most 
gardens tills is now a very serious con¬ 
sideration. Not only is the price of coal 
or of coke excessive, hut in remote country 
places the increased cost of cartage makes 
it still more expensive. And there is the 
growing difficulty of obtaining supplies to 
contend with. To lie sure, all these econo¬ 
mies would follow were the Vines rooted 
out, but the war cannot last for ever, and 
replanting and growing on new rods can¬ 
not be done in a season. More than likely, 
too, when Potatoes, or saladings, or Toma¬ 
toes have been taken from the border, it 
would mean the renewal of that also, and 
new borders are by no means inexpensive. 
So that, in my own opinion, I would be 
decidedly against rooting out, but would 
remove the bunches and rest the rods until 
happier times return. I have omitted to 
touch on tlie question of watering. Thai, 
however, in these days of hoses, both for 
watering and syringing, is neither here 
nor there.—A Scottish Gardener.] 


Raspberries. —Loosely tie in the young 
canes required for fruiting next season and 
remove, all weak and surplus growths in 
order that as much light and air as pos¬ 
sible may reach those left. Copious sup¬ 
plies of w ater must be. given in dry weather, 
especially on light soils. If manure-water 
is obtainable, this will be very, beneficial, 
as the Raspberry is a gross feeder.— 
F. W. G. ______ 

“ The English Flower Garden and Homo 
Grounds."— Not EitUion, 11th, revised, with deseripOets 
0 / all the best plants, trees, ami sltrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on trood. Cloth, tnctlium hvo, Ids.: 
post free, Ms. Bd. 01 all Booksellers or from the ofics 
of Gaudekino Illustrated, 6J, Lincoln's Inn Fields. 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

ROSES. 

ROSE EDITH GIFFORD. 

This Rose has stood the test of time, 
especially ns n Rose for the house, where, 
iu its half-expanded state, it lasts well. It 
is a Rose that does well on its natural 
roots, forming neat hushes in a free, open 
soil. It may, indeed, he said to do in any 
way, and, grouped in a hold way, affords 
a store of tine Roses for the house. W. 

[A coloured plate of this Rose, by the 
late n. G. Moon, appeared in The Garden, 


catalogues. Mrs. Gore, in her “ Rose 
Grower's Manual,” published iu 1S3S, de¬ 
scribes ton yellow Roses of this class, 
numbering them two to eleven. These are 
difficult to identify, even with the full de¬ 
scriptions given. I have a copy of the 
Rose catalogue of .Meters. I*. Lawson and 
Sou, Edinburgh, dated 1844-5, and this 
names five yellow varieties. These are — 
“ Yellow-haired laddie, Castle Menzies”; 
“Yellow-haired Lassie, Castle Menzies”; 
“Yellow Harrisoni”; “ Yellow Victoria 
Hybrid”; and “Yellow’ Williams’ Double 
Hybrid.” The first two are juiced at 
2s. (id. each and the others at 3s. (id. each. 
—S. Arnott. 


benefited by it. For many years I have 
watched the growth of Roses in various 
soils and the manner of tlieir manuring. 
In low-lying and naturally cold soils the 
straw’ litter mulch answered, while on 
high, dry ground a thin coating of half- 
rotted manure was the better. I find 
that the plants thrive best when judi¬ 
ciously fed with liquid - manuro and 
mulched with rich manure during May and 
June when new roots are growing freely.— 
G. G. 13. 

Roses from cuttings. —The most success 
which has attended my propagation of 
Roses from cuttings has been when the 
half-ripened shoots, planted in the open 
ground, have been secured between the 
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Hose Edith Gifford , 


Vol. XXX11I., p. 310, proving its un¬ 
doubted value for so many years, even In 
these days of so many novelties in Roses. 
Edith Gifford first (low’ered in 18S4. It 
was raised by Guillot in 1883, the parents 
being Mine. Falcot and l’erle des Jardins.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The double yellow Scotch Rose —This 
old Rose lias always been a favourite in 
cottage and other gardens in tire south of 
Scotland, and even in the poorest soil and 
utterly neglected it may be seen flowering 
freely. It is again in flower, the first 
bloom having opened with me on June 
17th. It is tantalising to those interested 
in these old Roses to have to search for 
the varieties named by'the old bookstand 
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Rose Trier. —For many years I liave 
grown this Rose, and almost without ex¬ 
ception I liave gathered blooms without a 
break from June to October, and fre¬ 
quently into November. It is not by any 
means a rampant grower, and, therefore, 
does not smother everything within its 
reach, as in the case of other climbers, like 
Dorothy Perkins and Crimson Rambler, 
for example. Trier hears hugo clusters of 
semi-double, creamy-white flowers, with 
golden anthers, and is fragrant. I am at 
a loss to understand wily more do not 
grow this very charming Rose. —AYood- 
BASTW1CK. 

Feeding Roses. —In my opinion the roots 
are all too often covered by too much wet, 
stodgy manure in many low lying gardens, 
and i do not see how the plants can be 


middle of August and the end of Sep¬ 
tember. Those of the Rambler type root 
very quickly if planted in sandy soil near 
to a wall. No attempt should be made to 
remove them before the following autumn, 
as by that time they can safely be shifted. 
One may get a fence of Rambler Roses 
soon by inserting cuttings this autumn.— 
WOODU AST WICK. 

Rosa altaica _A large plant of the 

Altai Rose lias been magnificent this year 
in my garden. 1 dare not venture to 
hazard a guess as to the number of blooms 
on this plant at a time, hut it is over 9 feet 
high and of proportionate size otherwise, 
and lias been laden with its white flowers. 
It is an exquisite single Rose and brooks 
no rival among the singlet white-flowered 
wild Roses,— S3. Ahnott. 
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GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 

WART DISEASE OF POTATOES. 
Wart disease of Potatoes has spread not 
only throughout the area known for years 
past to be infected, but it has appeared, 
spasmodically it is true, in several new 
places. Steps have been taken to make the 
requirements of the Board’s Orders better 
known, and leaflets and warning notices 
have been widely distributed. Large 
posters, illustrated with photographic re¬ 
productions of Potatoes attacked by wart 
disease and by corky scab, have been ex¬ 
hibited in many prominent places, and the 
Board’s inspectors, ably seconded in many 
counties by the police and the officers of 
the local authorities, have been diligent in 
searching for the disease. As a result a 
very large number of new cases have been 
scheduled, and the occupiers warned as to 
their liabilities. The greatest number of 
new cases has been found in Glamorgan. 
In many parts of the county every allot¬ 
ment, every garden, and almost every plot 
of cultivated land is affected, so that it is 
hardly possible to Hud any limit to the in¬ 
fection. In such cases groups of allot¬ 
ments, or rows of gardens attached to 
houses in a street, have been declared in¬ 
fected areas, and a vigorous attempt made 
to bring the whole district under control. 
The reports on the intensity of the disease 
present indicate that the infection has been 
active for years past. Another district in 
which much disease has been found is 
South Lancashire. The allotments and 
small gnrdens here have, as is well known, 
been declared infected in large numbers 
for some time, but several farms were re¬ 
lated ns having infected patches on them, 
or even infected fields, which formerly 
were believed to lie free. Renewed inspec¬ 
tion has led to the discovery of very many 
farms bearing diseased crops, some of 
which were undoubtedly the cause of 
spreading disease to other places. It has 
been necessary to take legal proceedings 
in several cases against the occupiers for 
failure to report the presence of disease. 
A third district in which the number of 
scheduled premises has been very largely 
increased is the county of Durham, chiefly 
among the collieries. It is feared that the 
number of cases in this district is by no 
means complete. Other places are Car¬ 
narvonshire, Merioneth, the West Riding 
of Yorkshire, and Nottinghamshire. New' 
cases have, of course, been found through¬ 
out the infected counties, but in relatively 
small numbers. Sporadic cases, very 
puzzling as regards their origin, have been 
found in several new districts. Three 
allotments near the New Forest, at a dis¬ 
tance of many udles from any other in¬ 
fected place, have been discovered. 
Another case was reported from near 
Poole. A case was reported from Swindon 
and another from Bletchley. Several 
eases were discovered at Surbiton, where 
an infected area was declared, and an out¬ 
break took place at Putney. In none of 
these cases could any definite origin be 
traced. The owners had often never seen 
tile disease before, and Potatoes from the 
same consignment planted in an adjoining 
garden remained free from attack. 

If, however, the continued spread of the 
disease and the inability of the Board to 
check its progress from place to place are 
disquieting, the results of the Board’s 
Policy of dealing with infected premises 
once the disease has been discovered are 
highly satisfactory. Wherever the resist¬ 
ant varieties of Potatoes have been planted 
in place of the susceptible varieties good 
crops have been raised. In a few instances 
where the wrong varieties have been sup¬ 
plied in error disease has appeared, but 
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this, so far from injuring the reputation 
of the kinds recommended by the Board, 
has led to a better appreciation of them as 
soon as the cause of the failure was ex¬ 
plained. The result has been that In many 
allotments and cottage gardens the acre¬ 
age under Potatoes has increased. Instead 
of the miserably small crops, covered with 
disease, an abundant yield-of sound tubers 
has been obtained, and in some centres 
growers who had abandoned Potato grow¬ 
ing in despair have taken up the culture 
again. In a recent prosecution in Notting¬ 
hamshire one witness declared that since 
the Board had imposed their regulations 
the return from the Potatoes planted in 
the allotments he was acquainted with had 
increased threefold. The Chairman of the 
County Agricultural Committee at a horti¬ 
cultural show in Glamorgan said : “ From 
what your men say it appears that the 
crop of Potatoes at Mardy this year will 
be six times that of any previous year,” 
while a local tradesman said that prior to 
1914 his annual trade in seed Potatoes 
did not exceed one ton, wdiile in 1915 he 
sold over seven tons, all of the immune 
varieties. Similar statements were made 
at several other shows in the district. The 
Board ure informed that the allotment- 
holders in Stafford, who a few years ago 
had almost abandoned Potato growing, are 
now taking it up again as they are able to 
get good crops, thanks to the introduction 
of immune varieties. In Lancashire the 
success of these varieties has given a fresh 
stimulus to Potato planting, and similar 
stories are reiieated from other places. 
II his is no doubt chiefly due to the merits 
of the Potatoes themselves, which are not 
only resistant to the disease, but give 
better yields than the old susceptible varie¬ 
ties, though some part of the credit may 
be claimed for the policy adopted by the 
Board. Not only is a list of immune varie¬ 
ties sent to every occupier of infected pre¬ 
mises, but steps have been taken to pre¬ 
pare a series of lists of local and other 
dealers who stock these varieties, which is 
sent on application to every prospective 
grower, while every encouragement has 
been given to groups of allotment-holders 
to form co-operative societies for the pur¬ 
chase of seed Potatoes. A very large num¬ 
ber of such societies has been formed as a 
direct result of this policy, and the result 
has in nearly every case given great satis¬ 
faction. It is proposed to extend this sys¬ 
tem even further this season, and a list of 
growers who are able to supply seed has 
been prepared for circulation. It is obvi¬ 
ous that the successful cultivation of 
Potatoes is much helped by a system which 
brings to the occupier of such infected 
premises information as to what Potatoes 
he should plant and where he can obtain 
them. 

The Board have taken stops in another 
direction to assist such Potato growers. 
Owing to the kindness of the Board of 
Guardians and the master of the work- 
house at Ormskirk an extensive tract of 
land has been put at their disposal for 
testing for immunity to wort disease the 
new varieties of Potatoes that are put on 
the market, while the opportunity is also 
taken to test their cropping value. Over 
200 varieties have now been tested, and a 
detailed descriptive list of those which 
have been found to resist the attack of 
wart disease has been published. Facili¬ 
ties were given to farmers and others inter 
ested in the subject to examine the crops 
just before lifting time, and the Potatoes, 
both those which are resistant to disease 
and those which are not, were exhibited 
at the Ormskirk Potato Show which took 
place last October. The exhibit formed an 
important feature of the show, which at¬ 


tracted visitors from all parts of the king¬ 
dom. A public conference was held on the 
second day of the show at which an inter¬ 
esting discussion on several matters re¬ 
lating to Potato culture took place. The 
question of synonyms in varieties and the 
methods by which wart disease is spread 
were the chief subjects. During the jiast 
year several experiments were conducted 
at the Pathological Laboratory at Kew 
with the object of investigating certain 
problems connected with this disease, and 
Mr. Cotton, by whom the experiment has 
been carried out, was able to make some 
important announcements at the confer¬ 
ence. In the first place he declared that 
he had been able to show that the theory 
which had always been held that Synchy- 
trium (the causal organism of wart 
disease) never attacks any plant except 
the Potato is incorrect, as he had succeeded 
in showing that two solanaceous weeds 
(Solanurn nigrum and Solanum Dulcamara) 
had developed distinct though small signs 
of disease when grown in pots containing 
infected soil. He also emphasised the fact 
that the disease may be conveyed on the 
soil adhering to even sound tubers, as sus¬ 
ceptible varieties grown in pots infected 
with soil washed from immune tubers, 
grown on the trial ground at Ormskirk, 
had taken the disease. The discovery re¬ 
garding the susceptibility of the two weeds 
is, perhaie, more interesting from a scien¬ 
tific than a practical point of view, but the 
fact that disease may be conveyed by the 
soil on immune tubers is both interesting 
and important, since it not only indicates 
a new source of possible infection, but also 
further establishes the absolute immunity 
of the resistant varieties. Further experi¬ 
ments will be conducted during the coming 
year .—Journal of the Hoard of Agriculture. 


NOTES AND ' REPLIES. 

The Peacock Butterfly.— Herewith I en¬ 
close three black caterpillars of which 
there were, some hundreds on a clump of 
Nettles. I thought it might interest vou 
to see them, as people here do not seen! to 
have seen them before. I shall be glad to 
hear if you know this caterpillar and any 
information about it._A. C. P. 

[The caterpillars sent are those of the 
beautiful peacock butterfly which, for¬ 
tunately, is not a jiest of garden plants, 
devoting itself entirely or almost entirely 
to the Stinging Nettle.] 

Birds in the garden —The present agita¬ 
tion against our garden birds seems to me 
a very senseless one. They do, certainly, 
deprive us of a certain amount of fruit 
and of vegetables, such as Peas, etc., but. 
we have to be at some cost for all our 
domestic animals. If we keep a horse or 
dog a certain amount has to be spent on 
their food and housing, and in return we 
have their service and companionship. 
Now, the birds are the most useful ser¬ 
vants we have, destroying a huge multi¬ 
tude of insects. Their crops are seldom 
empty of worms, beetles, flies, etc., etc., 
which, if left alone, would do Infinitely 
more harm to our gardens than the birds 
themselves. I remember hearing of a 
similar agitation in a district in Scotland 
some years ago, when all the sparrows 
were got rid of and their destroyers re¬ 
joiced over the riddance. A few years, 
however, showed the fallacy of their 
theory, for the insects Increased to such 
an extent ,that, instead of flourishing 
crops, the country presented the appear¬ 
ance of a plague-stricken district, and 
caterpillars and greenfly destroyed the 
crops. At present I am, as far as I can, 
protecting my own Cherries and Straw¬ 
berries from the birds, but I believe I 
should lose far more than I should gain 
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were the birds themselves done away with, 
and I think others would find the same.— 
H. F. W. 

Cabbage-moths and caterpillars.— Much 
damage is done to Cabbages, Cauliflowers, 
and other vegetables by the caterpillars of 
the Cabbage-moth and of the common 
white Butterfly. The moth and the butter¬ 
fly should be destroyed when possible ; but 
a more effective mode of attack is to searcli 
the Cabbages, etc., from time to time and 
pick off and kill the caterpillars. Occa¬ 
sional spraying or watering with soapy 
water is also effective. Carbolic soap is 
perhaps the best, and a good “ lather ” 
should be used (about one ounce of soap 
to one gallon of water). It is necessary to 
begin operations when the Cabbages are 
small and the caterpillars are young. A 
watch should also be kept on the Cab¬ 
bages for the eggs of white butterflies. 
The eggs are orange-yellow in colour, and 
are laid in small groups. Tire fences or 


chief in gardens and farms cannot be dis¬ 
puted, but if they can be induced to leave 
the young succulent seedlings when well 
supplied with water the experiment is at 
least worth trying.—K. It. W. 

Slugs—I do not remember such a plague 
of slugs. Hordes of them are at work, 
and, suited by the showery weauier, tney 
are doing a lot of damage. One would 
have thought that the severe winter would 
have thinned their numbers, but they seem 
to have, on the contrary, increased. To 
thin them, free dressings of fresh, dry soot 
are being used, but these reauire renewal 
almost after every shower if tney are to be 
effective.—W. McG. 


ROOM AND WINDOW. 

THE LARGE NATIVE FORGET-ME-NOT 
AS A CUT FLOWER. 

This beautiful plant is a large and very 
free-growing form of our true waterside 
Forget-me-not, which also graces the banks 


as to why cutting a portion from the 
stem end each day tends to keep them 
fresh,, new pores ready to “drink” 
being thus oi>ened. Otherwise, (he 
stems become water-soaked. 

The first tiling to do in unpacking a 
box of flowers is to lift them out with 
care. Then ta ke each flower sepia ra tely 
and stand in cold water so deep that 
only the bloom will appear above the 
surface. When this has been done, 
carry the flowers, still in the deep 
water, to a cold room or, better still, 
stand them in an ice chest. At the end 
of an hour, unless they have been 
bruised in transit, it will be found 
Unit (lie stems have stiffened and all 
tendency towards withering lias disap- 
Iieared. if this is not the ease, add a 
few drops of aromatic spirits of am¬ 
monia to the water. This seldom fails 
to revive a flower that Is not wholly 
past doing anything with. 



The large Forgct-mc-not in the house. 


walls surrounding Cabbage ground should 
be examined for the speckled white or grey 
chrysalis of the white butterfly. The 
brown chrysalis of the Cabbage-moth may 
be found and destroyed in the soil while 
tlie land is being worked.— Food I’koduction 
Detabtment. 

Sparrows. — These are in many places 
most destructive, and at one time they 
used to do a great deal of damage to vege¬ 
table seedlings and other subjects in my 
small suburban garden. The young leaves 
of Pinks were particular favourites. Three 
years ago it was suggested by a bird-loving 
friend of mine that perhaps the sparrows 
might be seeking moisture. The experi¬ 
ment was tried of placing plenty of water 
so that they had ready access to it, and 
since that time the young seedling plants 
and the Pinks have been left alone. 
Furthermore, the sparrows do a certain 
amount of good by eating green fly on the 
Roses. That sparro/ffTNlo a deaf* mis- 
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of thousands of rivers in Europe and N. 
Asia. It is the most precious plant 1 have, 
and one of its good uses is in a large bowl 
in the house on hot summer days. It also 
forms a lovely carpet beneath Tea and 
China Roses, to the surprise of the com¬ 
mon mail, who thinks good Roses can only 
he grown on soil heavily top-dressed with 
dung. W. 


CUT FLOWERS FOR THE SICK. 
An American journal of nursing has some 
good ideas : — 

It is a popular error to believe that 
flowers should be transferred directly 
from the garden to the packing box. 
On the other hand, if the flowers are 
put into deep water for several hours, 
or until the stems have absorbed suffi¬ 
cient water to replace the sap lost in 
the separation from the parent stem, 
they become as fresh as before cutting. 
In this is also found the explanation 


Flowers of stiff, upright growth 
should be put into a vase sufficiently 
tall to humour this habit and contain¬ 
ing enough water to prevent the loug 
stems from becoming thirsty. Low 
bowls and baskets are for short- 
stemmed flowers only. 

The nurse should never allow flowers 
to remain over night in the sick-room. 
Instead, she should carry them to a 
cool, well-ventilated place. They must 
not, however, be exposed to a direct 
current of air or they will wither. 


A good room plant. —Ten years ago I 
purchased two plants of Nandina domes- 
tica, about a foot high. Two years later 
someone took them out of the greenhouse 
and put them into the drawing-room, 
where they have remained ever since with 
only the occasional attention a housemaid 
has deigned to bestow. They have not 
grown much, but ranarn delightfully fresh 

and green.—G. M. B. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

OATMEAL AND BREAD." 

An article written by Dr. E. I. Spriggs, at 
tlie request of the Food Controller, has 
interest, dealing with the question of how 
to save bread. 

There are many ways, lie says, of saving 
wheaten flour and bread. The first is to 
eat less of them. The second is to replace 
some flour or bread by the foods contain¬ 
ing protein or fat, or both, such as fish, 
Beans, Lentils, margarine, Nuts, cheese, 
eggs, and milk. Less food will then be re¬ 
quired in the form of carbohydrate, sucli 
ns bread. This plan costs more, but should be 
followed by the well-to-do, including those 
earning good wages. The third way is to 
use other kinds of corn in making bread. 
This is an advantage so long as other 
cereals are available and can be diverted 
from less essential uses, as with the 
second way the cost is greater, but if 
adopted by those who can afford it. more 
of the cheaper Wheat flour will be left for 
tlie needy. 

Oatmeal con iiuead.— The disadvantage 
of oatmeal is that it does not, alone, make 
good bread. The reason why Wheat flour 
gives the best bread is that when it is 
mixed with water a sticky substance called 
gluten is made. The dough rises because 
little bubbles of gas are formed all through 
it; when it is baked tlie sticky gluten 
holds these little cavities open, so that 
they do not collapse as the bread cools, but 
keep it spongy. Flours which do not con¬ 
tain gluten will make biscuits, but not 
spongy bread. If, however, oatmeal is 
mixed with Wheat flour, we get the double 
ndvantnge of tlie gluten in the Wheat and 
tiie protein in the oatmeal. Half oatmeal 
and half flour will make bread, but one- 
third is recommended for daily use, as 
flour already contains, by order, a small 
proportion of other meals. 

[The best bread ever made in our Isles 
teas the old oaten cake, made with oatmeal 
and water only. Its form, spoiled, with 
fnetory sugar nr other needless additions, 
survives only in the toicn baker’s shop. 
—En.] 


MANGOLD WURZEL COOKERY. 
Mas. Pembf.r Reeves, one of tlie Women 
Directors at tlie Ministry of Food, said : 
“ If people ate bread more slowly they 
would need less of it. A good many people 
say they dislike war bread, but if they ate 
it slowly and chewed it properly they 
would find it much more digestible and 
also need less of it. 

“A good substitute for Potatoes is 
Mangold Wurzels, nnd they ought to he 
used while they are in season. I have 
tried them myself and found tlie following 
recipes excellent: — 

Grill or baked dishes. 1 lb. Mangold Wurzel, 
i lb. vegetable butter or dripping, two email 
Onions, pepper and salt. Method.—Cook the 
Mangold Wurzel in the butter for about twenty 
minutee or until tender. Then add the Onion 
(which has been previously chopped) and 
pepper and salt, brain for a moment before 
serving oil cooked Lentils, buttered Rice, or 
cheese sauce. 

1 lb. Mangold Wurzel, 2 oz. vegetable butter 
or dripping, two table-spoonfuls of stork (vege¬ 
table or meat), a little pepper and salt. 
Method.—Cut the Mangold Wurzel into small 
dice. Dust them in wholemeal flour. Place in 
saucepan together with the butter and stock, 
and let simmer till tender; hut care must be 
taken that the mixture docs not boil. Serve at 
.. vegetable. 

1 lb. Mangold Wurzel. (Gut into dice and 
rook as in first recipe.) Drain, and then dip 
into a batter made from the following :—One 
egg. 1 lb. flour, 2 oz. breadcrumbs, sufficient 
milk to make a nice frying ba'ter. Fry in 
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vegetable butter ami other cooking butter or 
dripping. 

[We give this from The Times without 
comment.—E d.] 


Bad bread by order.— Allowing mix¬ 
tures of various flours and Beans, etc., 
has been a mistake and injurious to many. 
Better far have made the baker make 
Barley or Rye bread pure—both excellent 
breads, as good as that from Wheat or 
Oats, which latter make one of the best 
breads. Country Life says:— 

Tlie iiopulnr objection is mostly to 
tlie use of Beau flour, which it is 
asserted decays very rapidly and may 
he responsible for some illnesses which 
undoubtedly have been caused by eat¬ 
ing bread made of this flour. But the 
main objection is that once the door 
is opened by the admission of so many 
varieties of flour, those who are dis¬ 
honest are tempted to add to the mix¬ 
ture substances that were never put 
into the schedule. There is every¬ 
thing to be said iu favour of a pure 
bread. It must be wholesome if made 
out of wholesome flour. It may not he 
so attractive as tlie loaves to which we 
have been accustomed; but our fore¬ 
fathers ate bread made of Barley- 
meal or Oatmeal without grumbling, 
and there are many thousands to-day 
who would prefer the ioaf manufac¬ 
tured from one flour to a composite 
loaf which is produced by tlie admix¬ 
ture of many different meals. Cer¬ 
tainly the present system is leading to 
an extraordinary amount of waste. 
When tiie loaf goes wrong, it not only 
causes it to be thrown away, but 
It creates tlie suspicion that nil loaves 
of the same brand are in a stage of 
decomposition. 

--It is a great step gained that tlie 

public recognise at last, the folly and 
wastefulness of mixing with when ten 
flour substances like Beans nnd Maize 
that are of an inherently discordant 
nature therewith and require quite dif¬ 
ferent cooking. Maize-meal (not flour) 
is very largely used in Northern Italy, 
but in the form of polenta, boiled, not 
baked. It requires tlie same severe 
bailing as does f : to toll Oatmeal, and 
is prepared in ex.,. 1 1 y the same way, 
save that it is made stiffer—so stiff 
that when fully cooked it can ba turned 
out on to a board, when it will take 
tlie sliaiie of a flat, loaf of its own ac¬ 
cord. When cool this is cut up into 
hunches with a knife or a piece of 
string or wire, as cheese is cut, Where 
not indigenous tlie liking for polenta 
is an acquired taste. Exactly wlmt 
peculiarity of moisture there may he 
in Maize Corn I do not technically 
know, hut in Italy it is a matter of 
quite common knowledge that, unless 
it is very carefully dried before or 
wiicii being ground in the mill, it is 
apt to develop a iieeuHar kind of 
mouidiness which predisposes those 
who use it much and iu undue propor¬ 
tion to the malady that, twenty or 
thirty years ago, was the scourge of 
tlie North Italian peasantry, the 
pellagra —a malady so protean in its 
forms and so difficult to cope with that 
it might begin with skiu disease, and 
in had eases end in insanity.—A 
Former Resident in Italy in The 
Times. 

Sherbet in Persia.— The great beverage 
in Persia is sherbet, which is plentifully 
supplied, and of which there are many 
varieties—from the bowl of water with a 
squeeze of Lemon to the clear concentrated 
juice of any sort of fruit to which water 


is added. The preparation of sherbet, 
which is done with tlie greatest care, is 
important in so thirsty a country as 
Persia. It may he either expressed from 
the juice of fruit freshly gathered or from 
tlie preserved extracts of Pomegranates, 
Cherries, or Lemons, mixed with sugar aud 
submitted to a certain degree of bent to 
preserve it for winter consumption. 
Another sherbet much drunk Is called 
guzangebben, made from the honey of the 
Tamarisk-tree. This honey is not the 
work of the bee, but the produce of a small 
Insect or worm living in vast numbers 
under the leaves of the shrub. During the 
months of August and September the 
insect is collected and tlie honey preserved. 

Lettuce. — As atmospheric conditions 
seem to indicate a continued spell of hot, 
dry weather it may he well to give the 
reminder that small sowings of Lettuce 
should be made at briefer intervals than 
is ordinarily the case, only just sufficient 
at each sowing to meet requirements, and 
so avoiding the rather too common sight 
of whole beds running to seed. In times 
like the present, when labour is an nil- 
important consideration, perhaps the Cab¬ 
bage type is the best to sow, and of fbis 
Continuity stnnds as well as any. Sow in 
well-soaked drills iu ground made as good 
as circumstances will allow in a border or 
piece of ground not too much exposed to 
the sun. I am not at all In love with a 
sahul that contains a lot of ingredients, 
both in the way of solids and liquids, pre¬ 
ferring a good Lettuce, a pinch of Mustard 
and Cress, a few slices of Tomato, and a 
few—a very few—young onions. Failing 
the Tomato a few slices of Beet are sub¬ 
stituted, and then a small teaspoonful of 
Tarragon vinegar is an acceptable addi¬ 
tion to tlie mixture. Cold vegetables are 
sometimes added, but I cannot say I care 
for them, except, it may be, a few young 
and tender French Beans.—E. B. S., 
Hard t rick. 

Cooking English Peas. — Writers on 
cookery are now airing their views as to 
tin; French way of cooking tlieir little 
Peas, often hard nnd bad, by tlie addition 
of various things, none of them half so 
good In flavour as a good English Pea 
cooked without salt, sugar, butter, aud 
half a-dozen other needless aids. Our 
best Peas are so good uow that they only 
want light boiling in spring or rain-water 
(never overboiled). Rain-water, if saved 
from a clean surface, ft the best of all 
waters for the cook.—W. 


Potato blossoms. —I remember once be¬ 
ing sent into a crop of true old “ Ashleaf ” 
to hike out every plant that carried 
matured blossoms, as they were con¬ 
sidered “ rogues.” Several of tlie newer 
introductions bloom but sparsely, especi¬ 
ally in the south, nnd this seems curious 
when tlie Potato generally is found to 
bloom so freely iu Scotland. I know of 
one large grower who always lias the 
(lower-heads cut or pinched off, and de¬ 
clares it gives him another ton of tubers 
to tlie acre. There is no doubt Unit both 
tlie flowers and fruit which follows in 
some varieties are formed at the expense 
of the sap elaborated by the leaves, and if 
of those secretions a part is consumed iu 
the organisation of flowers nnd fruit there 
is so much the less to accumulate in the 
tubers, but if no such consumption is per¬ 
mitted the tubers become the depositories 
of all tlie nutritious matter the plant pro¬ 
duces. Some discretion is requisite as to 
tlie time when the flower-head should lie 
removed, for it should be so done as not 
to give the plant an opportunity of throw- 

g out fresh flowers. The best time is 
Just before the seed-vpssels form .—Daily 
Telegraph. 
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OUTDOOR PLANTS- 

THE PONTIC KINGCUP AND ITS 
VARIOUS USES. 

I send two views of this fine waterside or 
bog plant to show' its fitness for various 
kiuds of work. That on this page .shows 
it in a tank in the garden, where it was 
pot in its novelty days; the second in a 
ditch, where it thrives as well as any¬ 
where I have tried it. It is also in the 
loads, and one can hardly put it in any 
moist place where it will not thrive. W. 


LUPINS. 

Few hardy plants of early summer are 
more attractive than the Lupins. They 
are, it may be feared, rather ignored by 
lovers of this class of plants, their few 


attempt has been made to plant the vari¬ 
ous kinds in blocks of a given colour, and 
it must he conceded that the informal 
arrangement adds much to the charm of 
the huge collection, and shows that Lupins 
—like Sweet Peas—can he planted without 
any misgivings that the colours will clash. 
Nor is tills all. In addition, Mr. Eraser, 
in his extensive trial beds, has a thousand, 
or more, seedling and yearling plants 
from seeds saved from the cream of liis 
collection, and from which, no doubt, 
further improved varieties may he confi¬ 
dently expected. 

I It is not much more titan a decade since 
I Mr. Eraser took up the culture of Lupins 
as a hobby. It was extremely interesting 
| to notice the variety from which such a 
numerous and varied progeny has 
| originated by means of hybridisation and 


named Miss LlorneJ, and tlie other Mrs. 
VV. II. Ogilvie. The former is a dainty 
primrose-yellow, while the latter is a fine 
combination of huff and lavender. 

The whites are specially noteworthy. 
They are numerous, and, breaking away 
from the usual milk-white commonly met 
with, are of what may be correctly styled 
a snow-white colour. They arc free from 
thd objectionable habit, so common in 
white Lupins, of bud-dropping, the spikes 
being covered with bloom from top to 
bottom. 

In conversation with Mr. Fraser on this 
subject, a question as to bud-dropping in 
white varieties, and which was asked in 
Gardening of June Kith (p. 323), was put 
to him. While declining to commit him¬ 
self he expressed the opinion that this hud- 
dropping was due to the lack of nectar in 



Pontic Kingcup in garden tank. 


requirements and the easiness of their 
culture often leading to the erroneous idea 
that they are of little importance in the 
hardy plant world. When, however, one 
comes into contact with an enthusiast, the 
Lupin—for that matter any other plant— 
appears in its true light, and the full value 
of the plant is recognised 
Such an enthusiast is Mr. Thomas 
Fraser, Maxwell Knowe,* Dalbeattie, 
whose collection of Lupins is very line. 
At the present time there are close upon a 
thousand plants in full bloom, and the 
effect produced by such a number on n 
June day was magnificent. Every shade 
and every combination of colour which the 
Lupin is capable of producing were repre¬ 
sented, not in a few stray plants as Ls the 
ease in ordinary collections, but in im¬ 
posing quantities. At M'a'Swetl Knowd no 

Ci o gle 


rigid selection. lie has had marked sue 
cess, in the former case, with crosses be¬ 
tween tlie Tree and the herbaceous 
varieties, and, ns might he expected, tlie 
resulting plants partake of the Mature of 
their parents, sometimes in unexpected 
ways. Thus, there may be found plants 
with the brandling habit of the Tree 
Lupin having tlie hollow culms of the 
herbaceous variety, and typical examples 
of the latter with the distinctive blooms 
of the former. Indeed, the variations, are 
endless and amazing. In characteristic 
specimens of the herbaceous Lupin, spikes, 
by actual measurement, showed 35 inches 
of bloom, a fact which shows the success 
which attends Mr. Eraser's culture of this 
plant. Among specially fine examples of 
the Tree and herbaceous crosses were 
noted two gems, one of which has been 


tlie (lowers, that lieee did not visit them, 
and that, consequently, they dropped. lie 
was, at one time, rather troubled with 
this, but by continual selection and by 
ligidly discarding those which developed 
tills failing his plants are now free from 
it. As to 

Propagation, Mr. Eraser relies chiefly 
upon seeds, but when it is wished to in¬ 
crease any special variety lie prefers to 
use cuttings rather than to divide the 
plants. Cuttings, when obtainable, are 
put into cold frames, or, sometimes, into 
tlie oiion ground. These root readily and 
soon attain to flowering size. While 
the majority of the Lupins at Maxwell 
Knowe are grown in borders and in beds, 
yet tlicir value in Grass is well shown. 
The spikes in the Grass arc, naturally, 
perhaps not so fine, but they show the 
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value of the Lupin in such conditions. A 
curious and interesting circumstance was 
mentioned in connection with n consider¬ 
able number of seedlings in bloom in an 
out-of-the-way corner. A large quantity 
of stems when cut over had been taken 
thither in order that they might be burned. 
Some days before setting fire to them Mr. 
Fraser, in passing, had thrashed the stems 
witli his walking-stick, and in the spring 
following seedlings had freely appeared 
among the ashes of the are. 

W. McGufeoo. 

Bnhnat , Ki rkc 1 1 dljr igilt. 


AUT UMX-SOWN ANNUALS. 

One realises this year the superior vigour 
and endurance of those annuals that were 
either sown in autumn or self-sown. A 
bit of fairly good soil under an old Apple- 
tree lias been gay with self-sown Corn¬ 
flowers, the effect being enhanced by the 
fact that there is a very good jiercentage 
of maroon and silver-grey flowers among 
the blues and different shades among the 
latter. Some leaves at the base of the old 
stem protected the seeds of a very good 
variety of climbing Nasturtium, and this 
is finding its way up the tree and flower¬ 
ing freely. A very pleasing display in the 
front of a border is furnished by clumps 
of the dwarf Godetias known as White 
and Crimson Gem well thinned out. An 
effective background plant for the white 
Godetia is the dark maroon form of 
Coreopsis tinctoria, just now at its best. 
The different forms of Godetia are among 
the plants that may be recommended to 
the notice of the bee-keeper. Another 
pretty association in hardy annuals is to 
lie found in a few plants of Nigella Miss 
Jekyll on a groundwork of the two varie¬ 
ties of Nemophila atomnria. Tills makes 
an exceptionally pretty lied, the carpet of 
blue and blue and black flowers showing 
to great advantage through the feathery 
foliage. The annual Gypsophila is also a 
very pleasing companion for the Nemo- 
pliilus. I have not tried sowing this in 
autumn, lint imagine it would come' 
through the winter safely. A large bed 
will be gay a little later in the season with 
autumn-sown forms of the Sweet Sultan 
in white, pink, lemon, and yellow. 

The above are a few of the annuals that 
may, with advantage, lie sown in the 
autumn. The list can, of course, be con¬ 
siderably extended where there is sufficient 
room. E. B. S, 

Hardwick. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Herbaceous border (L. H.). — We can 

quite believe that an excess of blue might 
exist, owing to the proximity of the Del¬ 
phiniums and Anchusa, and that there may 
also be a little conflict between the two. 
In such case, moving the Anchusa to the 
ends of the border—right and left—would 
correct this. There is no pink-flowered 
herbaceous plant of tall habit of growth 
blooming at their time that would do, 
though the white or rose Everlasting Pen 
fLathyrus latifolius) might he used if 
allowed to climb loosely through twiggy 
stakes of 5 feet or 0 feet high. These, 
however, are not quickly established. A 
good white-flowered herbaceous plant of 
elegant habit and quick growth is Galega 
officinalis alba. The best Roses we know 
for the position are American Pillar, Blush 
Rambler, and Pax, a perpetual-flowering 
climber with semi-double white flowers. 
These we should keep to pillar form, as 
shutting out the good view with Roses on 
ropes would, we think, be a mistake. If 
the border is moist or cool enough we 
should prefer to use Spiraea palmata 



newer Astilbes (Ceres or Queen Alexandra) 
rather than the Rose named to give colour 
towards the front of the border. 

Oriental Poppies failing (Grizd ).—The 
Poppies were in such a state of decay 
when received that it was not possible to 
form an opinion as to the cause of the 
failure. From your description ns to the 
length of time the plants have been in 
their present position it is not unlikely 
that the soil is exhausted and deteriora¬ 
tion the result. For this, of course, the 
remedy is division and change of site, 
which will also provide new soil. Division 
may be done now if watering of the plants, 
subsequently receives attention, but if this 
is not possible the division of the plants 
had hotter he deferred till early Septem¬ 
ber. At that time, or a little later, root 
cuttings could also be tried, and new stock 
raised by these means. 

Hardy plants and the weather. — The 
weather ex[>erienced all through May was 
very trying to plants on the herbaceous 
border that are affected by-a dry time, 
Pinks, Rudbeckins, and Phloxes (the 
decussata section) being rather hard hit. 
All have picked up wonderfully since the 
soaking rain of June 29th, although it was 
a bit too late for the Pinks, the flowering 
season being quickly over. It is at a time 
like this when one gets the benefit of a 
thoroughly good preparation, for, given 
deep cultivation and some good holding 
manure, the majority of things will resist 
drought fairly well, even If they cannot be 
heljicd in the way of watering and mulch¬ 
ing. Similarly the result of careful prepara¬ 
tion is noticeable in the Rose beds, especi¬ 
ally when on the system often advocated in 
Gardening, i.e. , rather thinly planted and 
the intervening spaces filled in with some 
dwarf plant of which the best are the 
dwarf Nemesia or some of the Tufted 
Pansies. If the latter are used it is well 
to have the dwarfest types, like the Vio¬ 
lettas. Some of the families of hardy 
plants noted ns being affected by a long 
spell of dry weather are all the better for 
a rather shady iwsition where this can he 
afforded, this being specially beneficial for 
all the summer and autumn Phloxes, the 
Rudbeckins, and the Amellus section of 
Starworts.—E. B. S. 

Hardy plants—the mistake of huge 
clumps. —The vigorous growth amongst 
hardy plants since May has been excep¬ 
tional. The winter held most of them in 
check far on into April, but the welcome 
rains of June gave them such an impetus, 
the like of which some of tile oldest gar¬ 
deners tell me they do not remember. 
Instances have come under my notice 
where, owing to neglect to divide clumps 
this spring, they have grown out of all 
bounds and taken up room belonging to 
other subjects. This has been particularly 
so with Delphiniums, Campanulas, Oriental 
Poppies, and Phloxes. To have the best 
from these and many other perennials the 
safest course to pursue is to confine them 
rigidly within proper limits. In other 
words, whether we desire to increase the 
number of plants in the borders or not, we 
should periodically see to it that each 
clump is overhauled and split up, retain¬ 
ing only those for which room can be 
found. Huge bushes are never satisfac¬ 
tory, as it nearly always follows that the 
centre shoots become weak and over¬ 
crowded, and the flowers, in consequence, 
are i>oor and insignificant. — Wood- 
B AST WICK. 

Increasing Anchusas from root cuttings. 

—In respect to tills, than which nothing 
is more simple, more than one reference 
has been made to “starvation” as the 
result “of potting the cuttings.” If this 
is so, surely it must be due to the length 


of time the cuttings are allowed to re¬ 
main in the receptacles rather than to the 
method adopted. To allow the cuttings to 
remain till a “tendency to starvation " is 
evident is but admitting that the work of 
potting off or transplanting should have 
been done long before. The same would 
be true of an ordinary cutting or a seed¬ 
ling if the work of transplanting were 
similarly neglected. A soft-wooded cutting 
of anything—Carnation or Chrysanthe¬ 
mum—left too long in the cutting-pot may 
become so hide-bound as to never recover. 
“ D. Wilmshurst” (l>. 2flt) mentions that 
he employs “ fairly deep seed-boxes,” 
favouring root cuttings “about 4 inches 
lung," hence, of necessity, the bulk of soil 
would be many times greater than that 
usually employed or what is necessary. 
Your correspondent would find that lie 
would obtain equally good results from 
inch-long cuttings, and from a late 
February start, as from October, since 
little or no progress is possible between 
those times where the operator has to re¬ 
sort to open air or cold frame treatment.— 
E. H. Jenkins. 

Erythraea Massoni (syn. E. diffusa).—No 
dwarf-growing plant is brighter than this 
rose-pink-flowered Gentianwort, more 
especially when seen In a mass. It is par¬ 
ticularly good in colour if grown in pans 
for the alpine-house, though the date of 
its flowering is a little late for it to find 
many companions there. Generally re¬ 
garded ns of perennial duration, it is one 
of those, if the best is desired of it, that 
should be raised biennially from seeds. 
Well grown it never exceeds (i indies high, 
and is often seen at. ?! inches. For rocky 
crevice it is one of those plants which may 
lie relied upon, and a seed or two dribbled 
in here and there will not he without effect, 
it is otic of tile easy tilings that might go 
into the moraine, particularly as it is 
neither rampant nor encroaching. It has 
been compared to a pink-flowered Gentiana 
verna, and it is by no means inapt.— 
E. H. J. 

Narcissus Florence Pearson _For some 

years this lias been one of the most ad¬ 
mired of iny bicolor trumpet Narcissi. 
This year it iias done well, and the magni¬ 
ficent, shapely flowers have been greatly 
admired by visitors. The next in point 
of favour lias been a magnificent one 
raised by Air. P. D. Williams, Llanartli, 
but not yet named, but this is of an en¬ 
tirely different character. It has a bolder 
and more erect habit, and has grand 
flowers of great substance, the perianth 
more symmetrical than that of Florence 
Pearson and the trumpet of great size and 
substance.—S. Arnott. • 

Stachys grandiflora robusta _This, 

whether in foliage or flower, does not ap¬ 
peal to me, yet in the plant when in flower 
in June there is a distinct beauty that 
separates it from all else. From the 
colour standpoint, too, it is rather effec¬ 
tive, and at a few feet away those unac¬ 
quainted with it inquire what it is. The 
reddish-purple flowers are in spikes a foot 
or rather more in height.—E. J. 

Lysichitum camtschatcense _This un¬ 

common yellow-flowered plant is thriving 
well in one of the flower borders ill Sir 
Herbert Maxwell’s garden at Monreith, 
Wigtownshire, where it seems to stand the 
winter. This may be worth noting by 
those desirous of adding to their hardy 
borders some of the most recent introduc¬ 
tions, but who may be doubtful respecting 
their hardiness.—S. Arnott. 

Geunt Mrs. Bradshaw.—No one, I think, 
can have too much of this showy and 
easily-managed plant. Blooming at the 
same time as the white Pinks, the two 
make a very effective contrast, either of 
the larger white Pinks—Mrs. Sinkins or 
Her Majesty—being preferable to the old 
garden favourite for this purpose.—A 
Scottish Gabdexeb, 
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VEGETABLES. 

TOMATOES IN THE OrEN. 

The Tomato might be given more atten¬ 
tion, especially by cottagers and towns- 
Iieople, for it is easily grown in pots anil 
boxes placed against a sunny wall. I usu¬ 
ally employ boxes 8 inches wide and a foot 
deep, 12 inches being allowed between each 
plnnt. These are perforated with a red- 
hot ]K)ker, given an inch of drainage, and 
then filled to within a couple of inches of 
the top with chopped turves mixed with a 
little soot and sand. The plants are put 
out about the middle of May, and a fort¬ 
night or so afterwards top-dressed with an 


considered to be the only kind hardy 
enough for outdoors, has now been en¬ 
tirely superseded by such excellent sorts 
as Holmes’ Open Air, Sunrise, Supreme, 
Fillbasket, and Moneymaker. A crop 
largely depends upon a warm September. 
Tomatoes are so easily ripened indoors 
(preferably in single layers in shallow 
boxes with a lid), and the small, or green, 
fruit can be used for such a wide variety 
of pur[oses that one can hardly fail to be 
reiwid for the little trouble they entail 
and the bare wall space and standing-room, 
which are all they ask. A. T. J. 

Potatoes and disease. —The appearance 
of the Potato disease in certain districts 


where the rows of Potatoes are planted so 
close together as to leave scarcely any room 
for earthing up. Can it be wondered that 
alter heavy rain, with the tops matted 
together, disease quickly asserts itself?— 
\\ OODB AST WICK. 


Pontic Kingcup in xcet ditch. (See page 39o.) 


inch of very old cow-manure. No feeding 
is done until two or three fruits on the 
lowest truss are about as large as Peas. 
Then the plants get liquid-manure (a peck 
of poultry-manure steeped in 30 gallons of 
water) about twice a week and an occa¬ 
sional sprinkling of superphosphate. The 
roots are kept uniformly moist, hut not 
wet, and in very dry, hot weather some 
fibre or lawn-mowings are placed over them 
to cheek evaporation. The plants are 
stopped above the second leaf beyond the 
third truss. Defoliation is practised very 
sparingly, and then only whore the leaves 
happen to be screening fuliy-swelled fruit. 
The old corrugated f1 


has given rise to various theories as to tlie 
cause. My observation and experience 
lead me to state that in not a few instances 
file disease is more prevalent where close 
planting between the sets and rows has 
been adopted than where plenty of room 
has been left. To plant Potatoes close 
together, so that the haulm becomes mixed 
S up is courting failure. It is obvious to 
anyone that when air and light are ex¬ 
cluded from the haulm damp must follow, 
and this is frequently a precursor of 
disease. A good many allotment-holders, 
who put down fifty rows of Potatoes where 
there was really only space for forty, are 
just beginning to realise their mistake. I 
have been over new ground this summer 


VEGETABLE INTER-CROITIXG. 

1 strongly advocate a system of inter¬ 
cropping at the present time, especially for 
tho man with a limited s[»iee of ground. 
For the benefit of those Interested I give 
an account of an experiment I conducted 
here at Aldenham last season on a [dot 
of ground about 100 yards long and 12 
yards wide. 

Of course, the necessary preparation to 
obtain the highest return from the ground 
is a proper system of deep tillage of the 
soil in conjunction with proper drainage. 
The plot referred to was trenched 3 feet 
deep the previous season and the sub¬ 
soil at the bottom brought to the sur¬ 
face. This yielded splendid crops of Cauli¬ 
flowers and early Broccoli. Last season 
spade work was practically impossible 
owing to the unusually wet early spring, 
which, combined witli the severe shortage 
of labour, caused the preparation of the 
ground to fall into arrears. To remedy 
this I purchased a small plough, which 
proved a success on this particular piece 
of ground as well as on land near by. 
First, a thorough dressing of decomposed 
garden refuse was applied to the surface. 
During March the ground was ploughed 
twice, then harrowed down to a fine tilth, 
and about the middle of April Cauliflowers 
were planted in rows 3 feet apart, with 

2 feet (i inches between the plants in the 
raws. A row of Peas was grown on each 
side, running east to west. Brussels 
Sprouts and Victoria Kale were planted 
on June 8th between the Cauliflowers and 
in die same rows. Between the rows 
Leeks were put out about 1 foot apart for 
six rows, and the remaining rows sown 
with Turnips. The Cauliflowers were 
cleared away as they matured, and the 
ground deeply hoed. The result of the ex¬ 
periment was very satisfactory : in fact, 
it exceeded my most hopeful anticipation. 
It has also demonstrated that with a little 
careful consideration a supply of summer 
and winter vegetables can be thus obtained 
from tiie same plot, which can also be uti¬ 
lised in the following season for root crops 
or Potatoes.— Edwin Beckett in The 
Garden. 

HERB-GROWING FOR COTTAGERS. 

“ Pharmacist,” at page 244, refers to the 
“ opportunity ” there is for “small¬ 
holders and cottagers to co-operate in the 
cultivation of medicinal plants.” With¬ 
out co-operation no good result is likely to 
accrue. Co-operation is, however, not the 
only difficulty in the way, there is the 
greater obstacle of convincing the cottager 
that herb-growing is likely to be more pro¬ 
fitable than vegetable-growing or suffi¬ 
ciently profitable to make any appreciable 
extension of herb-growing really worth 
his while. In the past lie has not given 
ui> much space to herb-growing—none at 
all, perhaps, from the medicinal stand¬ 
point—and has been content with border- 
Ings here and clumps there, disposing of 
any surplus he might have In tlie fresh 
state to those who attend neighbouring 
markets. In this way the little lie ob- 
ta'ns lias not been of an encouraging 
nature, the middleman, as not infre¬ 
quently happens, getting the larger share. 
That there is room for an extended culti¬ 
vation witli profit, I fully believe, since 
not only the greengrocer, but a large i>er- 
centnge of town dwellers, Is ever ready to 
buy herbs mostly in use f<jr cooking. 

It is quite another matter when the 
cottager is urged to take up medicinal 
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herb-growing, for here one feels sure that 
cottagers' trifles would never meet the 
case. Such things as Camomile, Pepper¬ 
mint, Dandelion, and Belladonna, to name 
but n few, are required on a big scale, and 
their cultivation will have to be taken in 
hand on a pro rata basis if a medicinal 
herb-growing industry is to be a tldng of 
tiie future. In other words, it will have 
to be in the nature of farming, and on 
these lines hundreds of acres of land 
throughout the country that have lain 
idle in the past or yielded but little re¬ 
turn to their owners might he turned lo 
profitable account. The man with a ten- 
rod or twenty-rod allotment lias but little, 
if any, room for medicinal herb-growing. 
He will toil you frankly of a half-dozen 
vegetable crops that will not only pay him 
better, but provide liimseif and family 
with vegetable produce at first hand. In 
short, you cannot expect him to give up a 
certainty for an uncertainty, and never 
was vegetable cultivation on an intensive 
scale a more national need than at the 
present time. 

Of herb-growing on medicinal Hues, or 
of drying and otherwise preparing them 
for trade use, few cottagers know any¬ 
thing at all, whereas in vegetable culture 
not a few of them are. In their way, ex¬ 
perts. Hence, medicinal herb-growing is 
work to he taken up seriously on syste¬ 
matic Hues, and surely “Pharmacist” 
realises this when in a closing sentence 
he nays : "There is really no difficulty In 
finding a market . . . the thing is to 

grow xomelhing in sufficient quantity to 
offer for sale.'' Tills is exactly my view. 
Already there are herb-growing associa¬ 
tions and some private individuals who 
are taking up this work, but there is room 
for more, and on a much more pretentious 
scale. Occasionally, too, one will come 
across a few acres of IViqierniint. or 
Camomile, though they are all too rare. 
The evidences of I hose show that they are 
crops for the poaresl land, or, at least, not 
opposed lo such, and, requiring hut little 
attention, m'ght well be taken in hand on 
a comparatively liberal scab- by farmers 
aud siuall-hohlers throughout the land. 

E. II. JENKINS. 

KOTEU A.YD REVUES. 
Top-dressing. —What top-dressing ,.o 
you advise for ground which alter rain 
either sets hard and then cracks badly or 
if hoed becomes very friable and dry? 
This district is a Hop-growing one, and my 
garden was a field until last year. It. has 
been well trenched.— Lkigh. 

I Suitable top-dressing for the kind of 
soil mentioned is old hotbed material, that 
is, the leaves and manure with which hot¬ 
beds were constructed last winter. Both 
leaves and manure are then in not too ad¬ 
vanced a stage of decomposition and 
answer admirably as a mulch for soils 
which quickly become parched and crack 
when subjected to heat and drought, If 
the surface is loosened, either with a hoe 
or fork, and this material spread over it 
about lj inches in thickness there should 
be no further cracking. If the leaves arc- 
found in a flaky condition, as is often the 
case when breaking down a hotbed, they 
should lie broken roughly to pieces with a 
fork. Pent Moss litter or the shortest of 
the material remaining after shaking out 
the contents of the stable dung pit might 
also be employed, but neither would he so 
suitable as the first-named material.] 
Spraying and green crops. -Many allot¬ 
ment holders are in the habit of planting 
Iheir maincrop Potatoes in rows .10 inches 
or more apart and putting out between the 
roww plants of greens of various kinds for 
autumn winter-spring use. Snipe of those 
allotment holdecjwye desirous<>f spraying 


their Potatoes this year for the first time, 
hut are doubtful ns to the effect which 
Burgundy Mixture (or Bordeaux Mixture) 
may have upon their Broccoli, Kale, 
Brussels Sprouts, etc. They need not be 
alarmed if they will follow carefully the 
rules laid down by the Pood Production 
Department in this matter. Briefly, these 
are that the spraying mixture should he 
made from the best quality chemicals, and 
should not he too strong, and that it should 
be delivered In the form of a fine mist. 
Formerly these mixtures were used at a 
much greater strength than is necessary 
or desirable. Two pounds of copper sul¬ 
phate and 2] lbs. of washing soda should 
make 20 gallons of Burgundy Mixture—not 
10 as is often stated. If this be sprayed 
with a fine nozzle on to the Potato rows no 
injury should be done to greenstuff grow¬ 
ing between. Cabbages and Iottuees are 
not usually planted among Potatoes. 
Where they are so planted very great care 
must lie taken to clean them well before 
eating, especially Lettuces to be eaten raw. 
The spray should not be allowed to get on 
to such crops at all if it can be avoided. 
Of course, all greenstuff must be 
thoroughly cleaned before eating, whether 
it is to ho eaten raw or cooked, or fed to 
stock. Immature plants of greens need 
cause no anxiety; the spraying should do 
them good rather than harm. 

Clamps and pits.— Many liave lieen the 
losses sustained during the past winter 
through Potatoes, etc., having been frosted 
in clamps. I find on inquiry that these 
might have been avoided if, instead of pits 
being, made above ground level, they had 
been made 2 feet or 2 feet below the sur¬ 
face. Experience lias proved in cases that 
have come .under my notice, where Pota¬ 
toes lmve been thus treated, that losses 
are practically nil. The same remarks 
apply to root crops, like Carrots and 
Swedes, Beets, etc. The lesson will not 
lie lost on many, and different arrange¬ 
ments will no doubt be made another 
winter. The fact that Potatoes care¬ 
lessly loft in tlio ground when lifting 
the crop last October, and which were in¬ 
advertently turned under the soil, only to 
lie turned up again in sound condition 
when digging the ground over this spring, 
is a sufficient proof that pitting above tile 
surface! is attended with risk.— Wooubast-' 
wick. 

Shifting winter Greens to permanent 

quarters _The planting of winter Greens 

in the ground they are to occupy perman¬ 
ently is not always done with care, and the 
plants are often a long time before they 
get established. It is, of course, a great 
advantage to be able to remove plants 
from one’s own seed beds with a trowel in 
showery weather. That is the best plan to 
ensure a minimum disturbance of the loots. 
Many have to rely on purchased plants, 
which come to hand minus soil, and when 
these are planted in a period of drought 
they often fail. In such circumstances, 
planting should take place at night, and if 
the plants have flagged they should lie 
stood in water to recover somewhat, water¬ 
ing them until they take hold of the soil. 
A little trouble in this direction is always 
well repaid afterwards.— \Vqodbastwick. 

Cabbages, spring _It is not often this 

crop suffers as it has done during the past 
winter. Those having early Cabbages can 
make high prices. In proof of this, a 
neighbour of mine, having a very sheltered 
corner on a south border and protected on 
the east by some big Fir-trees, planted on 
it 400 Cabbages. These escaped, and the 
first week in May lie sold the clop for 
32s. The purchaser at once cleared them. 
The owner then gave the ground a good 
coat of manure, sowed dwarf Beans, and 
planted Lettuces between the Beans.— 
West Subrev. 

The Celery-fly. —It is better to make 
Celery plants distasteful to the fly, 
which so frequently attacks and ruins 
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them, rather than wait until the enemy 
appears. To this end I always syringe 
the plants soon after they have been trans¬ 
ferred to the trenches with a mixture of 
soft soap and Quassia chips diluted in 
water. A good many people rely on soot, 
but this cannot readily be applied to the 
undersides of the leaves, whereas, with a 
syringe, one is able to saturate the foliage 
thoroughly with the solution referred to, 
and if this is followed up in the early 
stages and persisted in every week, the fiv 
seldom puts in an appearance. Prevention 
is better than cure.— Leahukst. 

Sowing seed of spring Cabbage —It is a 
good plan to sow about this time of the 
year a little seed of spring Cabbage for 
planting out into permanent quarters in 
Oclober. Advantage should, if possible, 
be taken of a cool north aspect where for 
Rome portion of the clay shade prevails. 
The plants are not then hurried, and they 
do better. From a sowing last July of 
Mein’s No. 1, one of the hardiest, and 
which stood the very severe winter, I am 
now cutting good hearts.— Woodbast- 
wick. 

Leeks _The latpst lot of these may now 

be planted either in trenches, which is the 
best way if really fine examples are de¬ 
sired, or in h. ies previously made with an 
iron bar. These, like all other kitchen 
ganleii crops, must be kept supplied with 
wilier until the plants are established. 

THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-A111 G AIIDENING. 

Is broom July 10th .—Clematis (in 

variety), Rosen (many species and varie¬ 
ties), Honeysuckles, .hismin inn officinale, 
Carpentaria ealifornicu, Polynomial bald- 
scliiianieuin, Solatium e vis yum, Act ini ilia 
arguta, Abutilon vitifolium, Abelia 
triflora, Leptospermum senparium, Caly- 
ca n thus flotillas, Andromeda arbotea 
speeiosu, Pliiladclplitis ( late-flowering 

varieties), Weigrlas, Dculiias (in variety). 
Coin tea arborescens, Potentilla arboreu, 
Elias Volinas, Ceanothiis (in variety), 
Berber is Witsoni, Escallonias (in variety), 
Spineas (shrubby and herbaceous ) (in 
variety), Choisyn ternata, shrubby Veroni¬ 
cas (in variety), Robinias, Catalpa big- 
nonioides, Cistus (in variety), Spartium 
j an ecu m, Pernettyas, Cotoncasters, Daph- 
ttiphyUmn macropodum, Teucrium frith- 
cans, Olearias (in variety). Daphnes (in 
variety), Heriysarum multijngum, Euony- 
mus curopirus, Styrax japonicum, Scticcio 
Orcyi, Viburnums, Raphiolepis ovata, 
Orevillca sulphurea, Jastninum officinale, 
lthyncospermum, hardy Fuchsias, Yucca 
yluriosa, Eremurus (in variety), Ostvotc- 
skia magniflea, Lllivms (in variety), llya- 
cinthus candicans, Gladioli (lit variety). 
Tritomas, Ancliusas (in variety). Erytt- 
gium Oliverlanum, Erlyerons (in variety). 
Mot itm longi folia, Echinops ruthenicus, 
Sidalccas (in variety), Galeya Ilarllandi. 
Chrysanthemum maximum (in variety). 
Heleniutn autumnale, Delphiniums (in 
variety), Lobelia cardinalis, Aquilcgias (in 
■variety), herbaceous Phloxes, Lupins (in 
variety), Antherleum* (in variety). Pyre- 
thrums, Jleucheras (in variety), Ocutns 
(tn variety), Mccotiopsis (in variety), 
Funkias (in variety), Iceland and Oriental 
Poppies, Erodiums, Ginothcras (in 
variety),Acanthus Candelabrum, Scabiosas 
(in variety), Foxgloves (various colours). 
Valerians, Cheiriinlhus Allioni, Pent- 
stemons (in variety), Antirrhinums (in 
many colours). Carnations, Calceolaria 
amplexicauUs, Tufted Pansies (in variety). 
East Lothian and Ten-week ft 'docks. (Greet 
Williams. Canterbury Belts, Salvias (in 
variety). Campanulas (dwarf and tall) (in 
variety), Achilleas (in variety). A lertensia 
echioidcs, Arenarias (in variety). Convol¬ 
vulus (in variety). Ramondias, IAthosper- 
mtims (in variety). Watilenbcryia Ptimilio. 
Omphalodcs (in variety), Kierrmbcrgia 
rivularis, Saponarias, Gypsopliilas (in 
variety), Scduws (in variety), Lcontopo- 
d in in 11111 iimm, OetnpervivHins (in variety), 
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silcncH (in variety), Houstonia crerulea, 
Polenlillas (in variety), Mazus Pumilio, 
Lychnis (in variety). Thymus Serpyllum 
(in several shades of colour), Dianthus (in 
variety), JHthionemas, Androsaccs (in 
variety), Saxifrages, Orchis foliosa, Pcnt- 
stemon heterophyllus, Helianthemums (in 
variety), Irises (in variety). Ranunculus 
Lingua, Kuphar, Cyperus longus, Miscan- 
thus japonicus, S a git tar i as, Nymph ee a s (in 
variety), Spirira Aruncus, Lythrum 
roscurn, Myosotis palustris. 

The week’s work. —Cuttings ot many 
alpine plants, including Dianthus, Phloxes, 
.Ethionemas, Androsaees, Saxifrages, 
Morisia hypogaea, Antennarias, Saponarias, 
Drahas, Dryas, Linarias, etc., were in¬ 
serted during the week. Seeds of Primulas 
and other choice subjects were gathered 
and sown as soon as ripe. The seedlings 
from these wjll make strong plants by 
autumn if given careful attention. Groups 
of plants in the rock garden are regulated 
as soon as flowering is past. If the old 
spikes of Anchusas are cut hack, new 
growths which w ill continue to flower until 
the end of the season, will develop. Young 
plants raised from seed sown in the spring 
should be repotted as occasion demands or 
planted out in the reserve garden. The 
Anchusa is easily propagated, and self- 
sown seedlings are often found in the 
border. As soon as the flowers of Border 
Carnations have been gathered or have 
faded, layering should he commenced. It 
is desirable to push forward this work so 
that the plants may he nicely established 
by the beginning of September, when they 
should be planted out in the borders or 
placed in pots, according to the locality. 
In this district it is necessary to winter 
them in pots owing to the dampness of the 
atmosphere in winter. Though layering 
is a simple matter, there are, nevertheless, 
many failures. These are very often due 
to the carelessness of tho operator. Clear 
the plants of old flower stalks. Prick 
over tho surface soil and add sufficient 
taml or grit to keep tho soil porous. 
Afterwards prepare mounds of finely-sifted 
soil containing a good proportion of leaf- 
mould and sharp sand. The mounds 
should he of good size and fairly flat, so 
that the water will not run off. At the 
point it is intended to make the incision 
remove the leaves and make a slanting cut 
in an upward direction to the middle of 
the stem and about 2 inches in length, 
w ith about 4 inches of upper grow th beyond 
tho cut to form the young plant. It is 
important to fix the layer firmly into the 
soil by means of a peg and in such a posi¬ 
tion that the portion that will form the 
young plant will stand perfectly erect. 
Wire pegs are most serviceable, but it is 
necessary to use them of sufficient length 
that they will remain fast in the soil. 
When the layering is completed water 
through a fine rose can and spray the 
plants overhead every evening during dry 
weather. F. W. Gallop. 

Lilforil Hull Gardens, Oundle, Northanls. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Borecole or Kale. —The main breadths 
should now be planted. If space can be 
afforded they may stand 2 feet apart each 
way; if not, reduce tho distance to 
18 inches, both in regard to the plants and 
the width between tho rows. Draw drills 
some 4 inches deep in which to set the 
plants, and if the weather is hot and the 
soil dry dip the roots in a puddle of clay 
and old soot. A good soaking of water 
should he given afterwards. In many in¬ 
stances Kales will this season be plantpd 
between the rows of late Potatoes, and 
care must be taken to see that after they 
start growing they do not become 
smothered by the Potato tops. A timely 
bending back of the latter now and again 
from the plants will avert this. 

Broccoli. —Tho main crop varieties may 
be planted now oil firm ground. The 
latest sorts will come in early enough if 
planted in a fortnight's time. jScqne of 


the latter may be set out as close as 
18 inches apart in the rows, but all of the 
former should stand quite 2 feet apart, 
allowing the same distance between the 
rows. It is the rule with some growers to 
plant on old Strawberry beds when the 
time for discarding has arrived. Beyond 
chopping up the Strawberry plants and 
clearing the ground, no other preparation 
is necessary. Holes at the proper distance 
apart should be made in advance with an 
iron bar. A point should be made of 
setting out a good quantity of the useful 
Purple Sprouting variety. These need 
not be planted with the preceding; in fact, 
for convenience sake they would be best 
set out with the Kales, or, if necessary, 
between the Potatoes. There is an early- 
flowering form of this vegetable, but the 
ordinary kind is, all things considered, tho 
more useful. 

Savoys. —A good breadth of both Best of 
All and Drumhead varieties may be 
planted forthwith. The former may 
stand 18 inches apart all ways, and the 
latter 2 feet. Late Drumhead will turn in 
quite soon enough if planted in from two 
to three weeks’ time. These, like most of 
the preceding may, if necessary, he planted 
between late Potatoes. If planted in open 
ground, plant in drills. 

Cabbage _Fill all spare ground either 

with Cabbage or Coleworts for autumn 
cutting. The Coleworts may stand from 
1 foot to 15 inches apart eacli way. Tho 
Cabbages should have a distance of 
18 inches to 2 feet both between the plants 
and rows, according to variety. 

Tomatoes outdoors _The plants will 

now he making good growth. Pinch out 
side shoots as they appear and confine the 
plants to single stems. As soon as the 
fruit on the first two or three trusses has 
set and is swelling, mulch the surface of 
the soil and water with liquid diluted ac¬ 
cording to strength. When a sufficiency 
of fruit has been obtained to form a crop, 
stop the leaders. As growth progresses 
tie the stems to whatever they are being 
trained to prevent accidents. 

Strawberries.— In the ease of beds and 
borders from which runners are not re¬ 
quired for propagating, the plants should 
now be divested of the oldest leaves and 
runners, and after the rubbish has been 
cleared away loosen the surface with tho 
hoe and rake off the weeds. A mulch of 
rotten manure can then he wheeled on and 
spread lietween the plants whenever a 
favourable opportunity presents itself. 
Beds three years old and upwards should 
be destroyed and new ones planted on 
fresh ground. As soon as a sufficient 
number of runners has been secured for 
forcing, the number of plants required for 
the planting of new beds in the open should 
be ascertained and the runners layered 
forthwith into 60-sized pots filled with rich 
loamy soil. The earlier layering and 
planting are done, the greater the chance 
of a good crop of fruit the following 
season. In the meantime the sites where 
they are to lie planted should lie manured 
and dug, so that the soil will have settled 
and be in good working order by tho time 
it is required. 

Strawberry potting. —When the runners 
intended for this purpose are sufficiently 
rooted they should be detached from the 
parent plants and stood near the potting- 
shed in a semi-shady position for a few 
days lieforn potting them. Meanwhile, 
wash and, when thy, crook tho requisite 
number of pots, and prepare tho compost, 
the basis of which should consist ot the 
best loam obtainable. The additions to 
this may consist of good rotten manure in 
a fairly dry state, a little burnt soil, and 
lime rubble for heavy loams. In the event 
of suitable manure not being available, use 
good leaf-mould and a little bone-meal. If 
the compost is fairly dry it should be well 
rammed round the balls while potting is 
being done. Firm potting is in any case 
very essential. After being potted stand 
the plants out in tho open, not too close 
together, on a hard base covered with fine 


cinder ashes. If this is impossible, stand 
them on boards, as worms must be pre¬ 
vented from gaining an entrance through 
the crock boles. Alter arranging them, 
give a good watering, and subsequently 
water only when tho pots when tapped give 
indication by ringing out clear that it is 
needed. Except in showery weather, 
syringe tho foliage twice, and when very 
hot three times a day. When the plants 
start growing away, a little fresh soot 
dusted about on the ground between the 
pots will promote a wholesome growing 
atmosphere. 

Michaelmas Daisies _These should, as 

the tops are of good height and weight, bo 
finally staked, or high winds may com¬ 
pletely spoil all prospects of reaping a fine 
autumnal display. If time lias not hitherto 
allowed of the growths being thinned out, 
it should bo dono now. The tying in of 
too many of these is ofttimes provocative 
of an outbreak of mildew, especially in 
dull, cool weather. Tho tying should he 
done so that both stakes and ties are as 
unobtrusive as possible. 

Border Chrysanthemums. — Encourage 
the plants to grow as Treely as possible bv 
affording liberal supplies of water in hot 
weather. If at all weakly in growth give 
them either a dressing of Chrysanthemum 
manure and hoe it in or a liberal supply of 
liquid. Hoe the soil frequently and sup¬ 
port the growths with stakes before they 
are likely to become broken down by il: > 
w ind. 

Rose garden. —Keep all faded flowers 
picked off, and, as far as time and labour 
will allow-, ho? the surface as often as may 
he and preserve a tidy appearance. Whore 
Violas are planted between the Roses, little 
else is needed beyond keeping down weeds 
and seeing that suckers from stocks do not 
push up and roll the legitimate plants of 
their proper sustenance. When the first 
crop of flowers has come to an end the beds 
and borders should be dressed with an ap¬ 
proved artificial manure to encourage the 
promotion of new growth and a succes¬ 
sions! crop of flowers of high quality. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Black and Red Currant hushes are bear¬ 
ing such heavy crops of fruit that it has 
been necessary to prop up the branches. 
Advantage should be taken of sunny 
weather for the gathering of any fruits for 
preserving, remembering that it is essen¬ 
tial they be thoroughly dry for this pur¬ 
pose. 

Morello Cherries are changing colour, 
and unless the fruits are well protected 
the birds will eat many of them. Although 
tho Morello Cherry is usually planted in 
a cool position, such as on a north wall, 
the trees are benefited by an occasional 
watering, especially if it takes the form of 
diluted liquid manure. As soon as 

Sweet Cherries are gathered, examine 
the foliage, and if black-fly is present 
syringe the trees with Quassia extract. 
Use the hose in any ease, for dirt and 
rubbish accumulate at the hack ol the 
brandies against tho wall. Secure the 
leading shoots to tho wall, and pinch any 
that are growing too strongly. The prac¬ 
tice of stopping the shoots in summer is 
preferable to using the knife in winter or 
early spring. Nmv is a good time to take 
a look round and make a note of all fruit- 
trees making rank growth. r l heso will 
require root-pruning in the autumn. 
Those not growing sufficiently strong 
should also he noted. These will require 
some assistance in the shape of a good top- 
dressing. Continue to use the hoe fre¬ 
quently on all the fruit quarters. 

SctlizanthUS.— The present is a suitable 
time to make ft sowing of this in order to 
raise plants for spring flowering. Care 
must be taken to sow the seeds thinly, as 
any overcrowding at the start w-ouhl re¬ 
sult in failure. When the seedlings are 
large enough to handle transfer them to 
pots or shallow- pans, placing these in a 
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cool flame as near to the glass as con¬ 
venient. A suitable compost for the 
plants during their early stages of growth 
consists of good fibrous loam, a small 
amount of half-decayed loaf-mould from 
Oak leaves, and a moderate quantity of 
coarse silver sand. If large specimens 
aro desired, put from four to six seedlings 
in a pot and pot them into larger pots 
without dividing them. If it is found that 
the plants fail to produce side shoots the 
extreme points of the growths may he 
pinched while the plants are still young. 
For two or three days following repotting 
the plants will need a little shade from 
bright- sunshine. At all otlipr times they 
should he fully exposed to the sun, even 
during the flowering period, for the blooms 
are always brighter if kept permanently 
in the sunshine. Seedlings of 

Primulas and Cinerarias should he 
potted into 3j-inch and 4-inch pots in a 
compost consisting of equal parts loam, 
leaf-mould, sand, and manure from a spent 
.\l ushroom bed. Stand the newly-potted 
plants in a cold frame facing north on a 
bed of ashes. Failing this they should be 
shaded with mats, or tiffany. Prick out 
into boxes seedlings of later sowings, and 
treat them as recommended a (rave. Spray 
the foliage daily and admit air as the 
plants become established. If green-fly is 
troublesome fumigate with nicotine com¬ 
pound. The recent welcome rains have 
done much to improve the general appear¬ 
ance of the crops, and so far as can be 
seen at present, most of them, especially 
the root crops, are likely to give a good 
return. 

Runner Beans look very promising. On 
the earliest plants the pods are setting 
freely and the plants are vigorous. It is 
necessary to regulate the shoots in order 
to get them to cover their supports regu¬ 
larly hut thinly, cutting off such lateral 
growths as aro necessary to prevent over¬ 
crowding, and stopping trie leading shoots 
after they have reached the top of the 
stakes. Plants in full hearing may lie 
given an abundance of water, and liquid- 
manure sufficiently diluted will be very 
beneficial. Gather the pods as soon as 
they are ready excepting any that are re¬ 
quired for seed. When once a good strain 
lias been obtained every care should he 
taken to maintain it, selecting the very 
best pods only each season for continuing 
the stock. The final sowing of 

French Beans in the open has been made 
in a sheltered position, where protection 
can he given to avoid injury by early frosts. 
During the next few weeks a few sowings 
will be made at intervals in cold flames. 
Frames in which crops of early Potatoes 
were grown will he utilised and will need 
hut little preparation. The soil should he 
moderately rich and well worked, adding a 
small quantity of manure from a spent 
Mushroom bed. The drills are drawn at 
3 feet apart and made 0 inches wide and 
about 2 inches deep. The seed should he 
sown thinly in a double row, and the seed¬ 
lings thinned so that tne plants will stand 
alternately in the lows. The soil and sur¬ 
roundings should he kept moist to assist 
germination, and abundance of air 
afforded. When the seed germinates a 
dusting of soot over the soil will act as a 
deterrent to slugs, and to ensure safety 
from this pest a layer of cinder ashes 
should he placed around the interior of 
the frame. Plantations of 

Leeks may still he made for consump¬ 
tion during the spring. Good, rich soil 
should he chosen for these, and the roots 
liberally supplied with water in dry 
weather. Leeks which were planted early 
should he given liquid manure and the soil 
kept open by tho use of the Dutch hoe. 
Some varieties of 


Early Potatoes are now ready for lift¬ 
ing. This should be done as soon as pos¬ 
sible in order to prevent a second growth, 
which is almost inevitable after the first 


heavy rain. The tubers should he stored 
in a cool, dark shed until required for use. 
The seed tubers for next season’s plant- 
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ing may he exposed to the light for a few 
days in order to harden the skins, and 
then stored in a cool, dry place that can 
he freely ventilated. A sowing of 

Long-standing Prickly Spinach will he 
made on ground recently occupied by Pota¬ 
toes and another in ten days’ time. It is 
better to make two or three sowings dur¬ 
ing the month than to sow a large quan¬ 
tity at once. If the ground is dug just 
belore sowing it should be trodden moder¬ 
ately firm before the drills are drawn. 
These should he 13 inches apart and 1 inch 
deep. If slugs aro troublesome, lime 
should he dusted over the surface of tho 
bed in .the early morning and the plants 
carefully examined. The plants should he 
subsequently thinned to 3 inches apart, as 
they will stand the winter better if they 
are separated. Frequent sowings of sum¬ 
mer Spinach are still being made, and the 
plants freely watered with clear water to 
prevent their running to seed. Continue 
to plant all kinds of 

Winter Greens as the ground becomes 
available. If these have to he planted 
between the rows of Potatoes, tup Potato 
haulm should he carefully laid down, which 
will not harm the Potato crop. 

F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Potatoes. —The cleaning of late Pota¬ 
toes having been completed, they were in 
the course of the week moulded up by 
horse labour. So far, prospects of a boun¬ 
tiful crop are bright, tho growth being 
vigorous without grossness, and the haulm 
of a good, healthy shade. In a general 
way late crops are sprayed immediately 
after cleaning is done, and before moulding 
up is completed, hut it is quite out of the 
question to undertake this work, at all 
events, for the present. Early, mid¬ 
season, and main crop Potatoes, if liaulin 
is any criterion, will give a heavy yield. 
While early varieties are quite ready for 
use, owing to circumstances, they will not 
he commenced upon for a few weeks, winch 
is all to the good, as the tubers will in¬ 
crease in size throughout that period. 

Shallots. —As soon as these show signs 
of ripening they inay he lifted and laid at 
the foot of a wall to finish. If for any 
reason it is desired to increase the hulk 
the best of the cloves may he replanted ; 
these, in turn, providing a useful second 
harvest in late September or early 
October. The produce from such a plant¬ 
ing cannot, however, he relied upon to 
keep, so that such should be stored 
separately and used first. Many old say¬ 
ings in connection with different crops are 
based upon local observation and condi¬ 
tions, and ill this district thole is a saying 
that Shallots ought to he planted on the 
shortest and harvested on the longest day. 

Late Peas. —The latest sowings of Peas 
were during the week cleaned, slightly 
moulded up, and supported with wide- 
meshed wire-netting. A close watch will 
bo kept during moist weather so that inci¬ 
pient outbreaks of mildew, which it may 
lie assumed are likely to occur, may he 
checked. In the ease of other Peas, good 
results are to he recorded. 

Broad Beans. —As in the ease of early 
Potatoes, these will not he required at the 
usual time. Therefore, the earliest linos 
have been cut over almost to the ground. 
The plants will break freely from the- 
collars, and the resulting growths may he 
confidently relied upon to furnish useful 
pickings of young Beans at a comparatively 
late date. 

French Beans. —Climbing French Beans 
have been staked. These are equal in 
flavour to the more generally grown dwarf 
varieties, while their cropping is beyond 
question. Tn the course of the week a 
couple of lines of Canadian Wonder, which 
had been purposely sown rather thickly, 
were thinned to a foot apart. The hulk of 
the thinnings was at mice transplanted 
into a border from which another crop had 


been cleared. The Beans from these trans¬ 
planted thinnings will he used solely for 
preserving for winter use. 

Spinach. —Catch crops of Spinach were 
sown between lines of lato Peas. The soil 
is naturally rather moist, and in the event 
of a hot spell the Spinach may last longer 
than usual. If not, the loss is trifling. 

Vegetable Marrows _Space being re¬ 

quired for a few extra plants of Vegetable 
Marrows, a border of autumn-sown Esch- 
scholtzia californica winch had been in 
fine bloom for some weeks was sacrificed. 
Deep holes were taken out and filled with 
well decayed manure, and mounds were 
formed upon which the Marrows were 
planted. Facing the south and protected 
by the high garden wall, the plants will 
speedily occupy their allotted space, and 
may he relied upon to give a good return 
of useful fruits ill a short time. 

General work in the vegetable garden 
includes keeping the flat hoc at work 
among growing crops whenever a .spare 
hour occurs, and soping such small seeds 
as are required at the needful intervals. 
A dry period has necessitated the water¬ 
ing of recently planted Celery. I his, 
although got out under very favourable 
conditions, showed signs of flagging, and 
watering has been done in the late after¬ 
noon during the past few days. 

Hedge clipping is now due, and will he 
dealt with as time can he spared. Beech 
hedges if cut at an earlier dote are apt to 
throw secondary growths, hut if done 
round about the first week in July they 
remain tidy for the rest of the season. 
Sweet Brier may also he attended to, as 
may hedges of Privet. In the ease of tne 
former, if time does not permit of dip¬ 
ping, no great distress need he felt for a 
season, for the perfume atones for any 
roughness in appearance. 

Garden walks.— On the principle that a 
stitch in time save nine, tlie garden walks 
have received their annual freshening up 
with new gravel. Being npar tile beach, 
suitable gravel can he had for the labour 
of screening and the cost of carting, winch 
is 75 per cent higher than it was two years 
ago. 

Sweet Peas.— These have made good 
progress, and are beginning to bloom 
freely—just a little later than usual. 
Being grown on wire supports, it is neces¬ 
sary to do a little tying to the stents just 
at first in order to encourage the tendrils 
to take to the wire. This was seen to dur¬ 
ing the week, and a dressing of sulphate of 
ammonia was hoed lightly in round each 
colon}'. 

Asparagus. —Cutting lias now ceased, 
but if a few heads are wanted for any 
special purpose no harm will follow if tho 
cutting he kept within moderate hounds. 
Let the beds be kept thoroughly clean, 
and, although artificial manure is none too 
plentiful, if an allowance can he spared for 
the Asparagus beds it will be of much 
benefit to them. It ought to he re¬ 
membered that high winds will knock the 
feathery stems of Asparagus about, and 
this is undesirable. When time permits, 
let the stems ho roughly tied up, coir rope 
run round the outside being better than 
nothing. 

Pansies. —A sowing of Pansies may he 
made in a cool border. While named varie¬ 
ties may he readily propagated from cut¬ 
tings, yet it is interesting, ami occasion¬ 
ally profitable, to raise a hatch of seed¬ 
lings. The blooms of these are usually 
superior ill size to those produced by plants 
raised from cuttings. In a similar place, 
and at the same time, Forget-me-not 
should he sown if it has not been pre¬ 
viously attended to. 

Work under glass _Outside work has 

claimed precedence during the week, and 
only routine work under glass has been 
done. There are, of course, some things 
which it is inadvisable to delay, and such 
things were duly attended to. These in¬ 
cluded top-dressing fruit-trees and Toma¬ 
toes in pots, reporting Celosia plumosa, 
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PORTABLE FIREPROOF BUILDINGS. 

Indestructible, Everlasting:, Weatherproof 

u<- „,r; 

IP 


Specification. — Side* 
substantially con¬ 
ed in sections, to bolt 
or screw together nt the 
■ uilT r Tfc-> corners. The framework is 
•sifli 2tn. by 1 in., 2in. by Hin., 

■ v 2iu. by 2in., and 2in. by 3in. 
... A (according to size), good. 
- - **’ sound timbers, covered 

with our Talent Fireproof 


.sbestos Portland Cement Sheets. 

Height Height 
Lgth. Width to ridge, to eaves. 

Price. 

Floor and 
joists 

fr. 

ft. 

ft in. 

ft. in. 

£ s. 

<1 

extra. ) 

7 


7 0 

4 0 

4 17 

6 

17 6 

8 

« 

7 3 

4 r> 

5 12 

6 

25/ - "Z 

10 

7 

7 6 

5 0 

7 5 

0 

35/- 

12 

8 

8 0 

5 0 

9 18 

6 

50/- 

15 

y 

8 6 

5 6 

13 0 

0 

67 6 

1« 

10 

9 0 

6 0 

15 17 

r» 

80 - 

20 

12 

10 o 

6 0 

21 0 

0 

125 


If made with folding doors, 20s. extra. 

Carriage paid lo any station in England and Wales. Any 
size dispatched within three days. 

Workmen's Huts, Bungalows, Hospitals, Rost Huts, 
Munition Cun teens, Motor Garages, etc. 

Estimate*, Plans, and Sixcitiration# for retry description of 
Portable lin'd (liny Free. 

FIREPROOF BUILDING CO., Ltd., 

741, Old Kent Road, London, S.E. 15. 



GARDEN NETS. 

square mesh Neks bound with cords, guaranteed cover 
moasured length and width 4Jd nq. yard, any length, width 
supplied ; selected weather proof stout 1-inch square mesh 
Nets, bound with cords, any si/.*\ 3d. square yard ; ditto, 
medium, 2Jd. square yard, as supplied to Royal Gardens 
over 30 years. I am the largest Hand Braided Net Maker 
in the United Kingdom ; also Maker of Tennis Nets, Rick 

Covers. Greenhouse Shading:, etc. Good* promptly 

dispatched by passenger train, carriage paid, on receipt of 
order, and satisfaction guaranteed: samples posted r»n 
application. W. OLIVER ALLEN, Garden Not 
Works, I’nrthlevcn. Cornwall. Established 1 00 years. _ 

IiION CYCLES. 

Cash or monthly payments. 

•Signed Guarantee for all time. 

Parked in crate free and carriage paid. 

Since 1903 I have advertised in this paper, and have made 
and sold over 20,000 Machines. NO EXTR AS: Hell, Pump, 
and everything included. Carriage paid. YOU CAN 
RIDE AND TEST THE MACHINE FOR 10 DAYS. IF 
YOU DO NOT APPROVE I PAY ALL CARRIAGE. I 
have thousands of testimonials. Write to-day for copies 
end Catalogue, with illustrations and full specification. — 
GEORGE BEATSON. LID, "LION CYCLE" WORKS, 
£5. MOSELEY STREET, BIRMINGH AM. 

PROTECT YOUR GARDENS. S.*' A 

small mesh; will not rot ; »s supplied by me to the Royal 
Gardens. 1"<) yds by 1 ><1 . 3* ; or by 2 yds., 10*. Carriage 
paid II. .1 GASSON. The Net Works, Rye 


B KDIlY k SONS, lorlevcn Works, lortli- 

• leven. Cornwall. The largest manufacturers of 
GARDEN NETTING in the kingdom. New stout and 
specially strong square im-sh Netting, half inch and one 
inch mesh, at Id. per square yard; light, new square mesh, 
suitable for Strawberry beds, at 3d. per square yard. These 
Nets are bound all round with stout cord, and cover their 
measured length and width. Any length or width supplied. 
Repaired Nettings in all sizes in stock. Stale your require 
merits and we will quote lowest prices. Also makers of 
TENNIS NETTINGS, RICK COVERS. GREENHOUSE 
SHADINGS, WASP NETTINGS, PACKING AND 
TARRED TWINES of all kinds. All Goods soul by 
PASSENGER train Carriage Paid on receipt of o rder. 


■DOXES, 12 by 8 by 10, 1-inch timber, dove- 

-D tailed and bound with hoop iron, 4s. per dozen 
Suitable for all kinds of plants. HARTLEY, Aimdalo, 
Lancs. 

A DICTIONARY of ENGLISH NAMES of 

-LX PLANTS.—In two Parts: English-Latiu and Latin 
English. By Wm. Miller. 12s.; poHt free, 12s. fid. "A work 
of value which extends over a largo field, including culti¬ 
vated native and foreign plants, trees and shrubs."— Times. 
— PUBLISHER, 63. Lincoln's Inn F iolda. I«oiid on. W.C 2. 


G ARDEN NETTING, 151b. bag odd pieces, 

3a. 6d., carria ge paid.—H. J. QASSON . Rye._ 


G ARDENER required, immediately, at 
Officers' Mew, Brompton Barrnrke, Chatham. Non- 
eligible; to relieve man called up for service. Wages, 30a. 
per week. Apply—~ 
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The FOOD PROBLEM 
GROW MUSHROOMS 


TTIE FUNGI FOOD CO.'S "VIVO" SPAWN SYSTEM 
" L enables you to grow Mushrooms of quality, pink and 
white, breakfast cup top size, all the year round without 
manure and without previous knowledge, in boxes, pots, 
pans, in cellars, attics, sheds, spare rooms, in the open 
spare comers on allotment*—any whore; darkness not essen¬ 
tial ; cost very trifling and very litile attention required. 

MUSHROOMS arc a foot! of great value, but they must 
be cultivated from pure spawn—not the maggoty sort that 
grow wild in fields, which are often very poisonous. 

ASSURE YOURSELF AN INCOME 
by selling your easily grown crops at from 1/6 to 3,6 per lb. 

Full particulars upon receipt of a 
^ stamped addressed envelope to— 
THE FUNGI FOOD CO. 
(Box 9), 

20, The Bar, Beverley, YORKS. 


FREE 


Sale of Surplus Stock. 

We still hold certain small stocks of 

CARDEN SEATS, CARDEN ENCINES & PUMPS, 
also CARDEN ROLLERS, WATER CART8, 
CARDEN ARCHES, and HAND LICHTS, 

which we shall be pleased to clear at special prices, subject 
to being unsold. Particulars on application. 

BOULTON & PAUL, Ltd., ROSE LANE WORKS, 

NORWICH. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 


GLASS.. 


8peclal Plicae for Cash with Order in Hull. 
CLASS, 4/21 o*. 


Boxes, 100 200 

sq.ft, sq.ft. 

8 x Bin. 20 6 45 - 

9 X 7in . 29 - 47 6 

10 x 8iu . 32 6 59- 

12.13.14.)5x 8in. 35- 61- 
11,12,13,14x9in. 316 62 3 
12,13. 14 x 1U in. 37 6 64- 


13 x llin. 

16,18,20 x lOin. 
16,18,20 x lliu. 


Boxes. 100 200 

sq. ft. »q. ft. 
12.14.15,16.18, ‘ 

20,22.24 x 12m. 

16, 17, 18. 20 x 
13m. 

16. 18, 20. 

xliin. 

2U, 22,24 x lain. 


I x 12m, J 
18. 20 x\ 

W, 22,24J 


38 6 05 6 18. 20, 22. 24 x 


40 - 68- 


ltJin. 


40- 

68- 

42- 

708 

1*- 

736 

43- 

77/- 

79; 

Jcwt., 


4 6; Hlbs., 26. 

DIAMONDS. 7 6 and 10/6 each. 

GLASS CUTTERS. 6-wheel, 1/6 each. 

BEST MIXED PAINTS.-7-lb. leverUn«. White, 
10 8 atone; ordiuary colours, 7/- per stone. 



Advertisement Rates. 


A* wo have to print a large edition of Gardknino ILLITS- 
TKATED.it is essential that advertisement copy should reach 
us not later than the Friday morning for trio issue of tiie 
week following. 

Wo commence printing on Friday, and no advertisement 
can he altered or stopped after first post on Friday morning. 

Gardenino Illustrated is obtainable on the Wednes¬ 
day preceding the date shown on the paper. 


03. Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 


•DOWN GARDENING.—New and greatly 
J- improved Edition. By B, C. Ravenscroft. A Hand¬ 
book of Trees, Shrubs, and Plants suitable for’Town Culture 
in the garden, window, or greenhouse. By post, 2s. 6d. net. 
—MANAGER, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London. W.O. 2. 

The latest day for receiving Advertise¬ 
ments is FRIDAY, 9 a.m. 


Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


! Lino Advertisements.— Single insertions, 91 per 
line, minimum three line3 (about twenty words 611 the first 
three lines, and nine words each iuldition.il line). Front 
1 page, if guaranteed, 1*. per lino. No reduction for series. 

Terms for Display Advertisements. I 0 s. pjr 

inch (reduction for series). 

Advertisers not haring a regular account at the offi-ri 
must accompany thoir orders with remittance. Or Jen an 1 
advertisement copy should bo addressed — 

MANAGER, 

63, LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS, LONDON, W.C. 2. 


If you are interested in this week's 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three months, 2/6 ; six 
months, 3/-; twelvemonths, 10/-; for Abroad, 12/-. Annual subscribers 
will receive the years complete Index to the volume free of charge. 

To Publisher or Newsagent :— 

Please deliver “ Gardening Illustrated ” weekly for 'which I 
enclose _ 

Name _ 

(Mr., Mrs., or Miss) 

Address (in full) __ 


=TT=^ 


Printed and Published by the Proprietor, W. Robinson, at the Office, 63. Lincoln's Inn Fiel U, Lon Ion, W.O. 3.— 
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HERBACEOUS PLANTS IN THE WILD 
GARDEN. 

A charming branch of gardening which 
has been developed more and more during 
recent years is that of naturalising Daffo¬ 
dils and other bulbs in Grass. Put very 
few gardeners seem to have naturalised 
herbaceous plants in the Grass. I grow 
several clumps of common old sorts of 
Michaelmas Duisy in the rough turf of 
the wilder parts of my rather wild garden, 
and they hold their own against coarse 
Grass and weeds from year to year, and 
always give me far more pleasure than the 
finest Michaelmas Daisies in the borders. 
The tall Moon Daisy (Chrysanthemum 
Leueanthemum) is also well established 
near by, mid looks very fine in late sum¬ 
mer. Anemone Pulsatilla Is also flourish¬ 
ing in rough Grass, and seems thoroughly 
established. I have heard of A. alpina as 
a Grass plant in an English garden, and 
have seen it by the acre in alpine meadows, 
so have little fear of managing it. Paeonies 
are excellent in Grass, both the Chinese 
herbaceous varieties and the European 
sorts. Other plants Hint are flourishing in 
my rough Grass are Viola cornuta (liny- 
fields in the Pyrenees are blue witli this), 
LyehniSwbTos-Jovis, Oriental Poppies, Vero¬ 
nica spieata, Doronicums, Sweet Williams, 
Forget-me-nots, Campanula persicifolia, 
Crown Anemones, and Gladiolus byzan- 
timis. But I intend to try a great many 
more tilings. 

The groups should be irregular and not 
too dense, and bulbs may be grown in con¬ 
junction with the herbaceous plants. To 
anyone who lias a piece of rough Grass¬ 
land which is not overrun by horses or 
cattle, or a piece of lawn that can be 
spared to run wild and rough, I strongly 
recommend this form of half-wild garden¬ 
ing. 

I will mention a few other plants which 
might be tried in Grass: Anthericums, 
Aipiilegias, Aster alpinus, A. sulicoeruleus, 
any of the big Campanulas, Gentinna lutea, 
Iiudbeekias, Scabiosa caucasiea, Spirreas, 
Thalietrums, Hemeroeallis, Irises, Chrys¬ 
anthemum maximum, and Golden Rod.— 
Clarence Ei.liott in The Garden. 

[Yr.ru true, and there arc pains to he 
got inj the practice in petting the flower 
garden free of too vigorous plants. 
Many such plants arc in the wag in the 
summer garden, where all the space is 
wanted for the plants that really leant 
good soil and the gardener's constant care, 
like the Tea Rose and the Tree-Carnation. 
The herbaceous Geraniums do well, and 
arc very pretty in rough Grass or in fences : 
Lupins, too, in woodland. I heartily wish 
I had put the tall blue Lactura in rough 
Grass, as it has in my garden become a 
nuisance. So of the tall Knotworts (Poly¬ 
gonum) and many others. I never prepare 
the ground, for the plants. If a plant 
will not thrive in the natural soil it is not 
a fit subject for the wild garden; and, as 
a fact, many things do admirably jusI put 
into the turf, as with me the blue Dande¬ 
lion. tall Moneyworts, and the Pontic King¬ 
cup. A point to remember as to the wild 
garden is that some precious plants do 
heller in he turf than they do in the 
Harden, as in my case the scarlet Wind- 
floirer, which is at home in the Grass but 
used to perish in the dag-utud tended garden. 
Such effects mag oft^n buOye 


ferenccs of soil—plants thriving in cal¬ 
careous soil that might dwindle away in 
a cold one. Of the diversity and effects of 
soils on plants no icords can ever tell half 
the story; only by constant work can one 
ever understand the capacity of one's soil. 
—W. R.J_ 

NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 

Dianella tasmanica.- This belongs lo 
the Liliaeeai, and comes from Tasmania. 
It was figured in the Botanical Magazine 
in 1S05 (plate 5,531). It has come through 
the winter at Wakehurst, Sussex, without 
protection, and is a distinct and graceful 
plant, which we hope may prove hardy in 
southern gardens.—W. 

Hardiest Rock Roses. — Four Cistuses 
have survived at Kew last winter, viz., C. 
Loreti, C. corbariensis, C. cyprius, and C. 
laurifolius. C. Loreti was nearly all 
killed, also a good many corbariensis, but 
neither cyprius nor laurifolius were 
affected by cold. C. cyprius has flowered 
beautifully this summer.—W. J. 15. 

Ceanothus Cloire de Versailles.— This 
most beautiful of the flowering shrubs of 
midsummer I grow on an east wall to 
make sure of it. This year, though bloom¬ 
ing on the wall, it seems to have been cut 
in a little by the frost, whereas on an open 
bank fully exposed to all winds it is 
flowering well without protection of any 
kind.—W. 

Dianthus hybrids. —We have sent you 
under seimrate cover to-day blooms of 
seedlings from our Allwoodi strain of 
Dianthus. These are [ierietual-flowering. 
which, to our idea, is important. The old 
Pink, as you know, cannot claim to be 
perpetual-flowering.— Allwood Bitos. 

[A handsome hatch of Pink-like hybrids, 
which will be of great value if they prove 
to be perpetual-flowering; colour and 
fragranee, too, excellent.— En.J 

Arend’s Evening Primrose. — Whether 
this is a variety of (Enothera speciosa, as 
some contend, I do not pretend to decide. 
If so, it is entirely different from the white 
and pinky-white trailer we know by that 
name. O. Arendsi is a stiff, erect little 
plant, some 12 inches high. It bears an 
abundance of large and beautiful pink 
flowers which, again unlike those of <K. 
speciosa and many others of its tribe, are 
most deliciously scented.—A. T. J. 

Zauschneria californica not blooming. 
—I have had this for over a quarter of a 
century, and it never fails to flower freely. 
It is often set beneath sandstones in a 
dry retaining wall, and where it would 
not he easy to divide it. In a heavy soil, 
it might not do so well, and no doubt 
where it grows freely, division now and 
then would lie right, but the place for this 
brilliant plant is as told above or in a 
dry stony part of the rock garden.— W. 

Pheasant’s-tail Crass.— The lpst thing I 
expected to he injured by the frost is tlie 
Pheasant’s-tail Grass. As far as I can 
judge, not a single old plant has'survived. 
I divided some very large old plants in 
May. The roots seemed ail right, but 
there is no sign of fresh growth. Seed¬ 
lings come up freely at the edge of paths 
where there is natural moisture, usually 
by hundreds At present I only see them 
in one place.— E. C. Buxton, Bettws-y- 
Coed. 


The effects of last winter on Bamboos.— 

I notice a paragraph in Gardening of 
July 14 in which it is stated that in the 
south-west of Scotland Bamboos .suffered 
considerably during (lie past winter. It 
may be interesting to state that in the 
west of Scotland they hardly suffered at 
all. A few plants in exposed places looked 
a little withered in spring, but now all. 
without exception, are in jierfect health 
and appearance. I have twenty-three 
varieties in my garden.—R. S. Campbell, 
Aehnashie, Rosneath, Dumbarton. 

Trlcuspidaria lanceolata. — This, still 
often known as Crinodendron Hookeri, 
lias suffered considerably during the past 
winter and is not doing so well ns usual 
in the south-west of Scotland, where, in 
some gardens by or near the sea it is 
generally very satisfactory. There are 
two or three good plants of it at Monreitli, 
the foliage of which 1ms been disfigured 
by the weather, while the frost caused 
the loss of a number of the flowers when 
in bud. There arc still a few flowers, but 
they are sparse compared with what the 
plants bear in normal times.—S. Arnott. 

The Royal Horticultural Society's 
paperasseries.— Tlie Society lias someone 
with a genius for wasting its means in 
hard times. The following has been sent 
to us : — 

The last winter (1910-17) lias been so 
prolonged and the frost so exceptional 
in many places that injury to vegeta¬ 
tion is said to be widespread. Further, 
tlie nature ot the injuries is repre¬ 
sented as being different in character 
and degree from the experience of 
1908-9, and also to plants other than 
those noted in tlie report published by 
this Society after that winter. The 
Council, considering it to be desirable 
that a rejiort should lie drawn up deal¬ 
ing as fully as possible with the pre¬ 
sent damage, that it may, when con¬ 
venient, be published in the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s Journal, has 
requested me to collect details on the 
subject. Will you, therefore, kindly 
till up the enclosed form, and return 
it to me at Vincent Square at your 
early convenience. Additional forms 
will lie sent if requested.—E. 
Augustus Bowles. 

[Then come four pages on costly paper, 
with questions as elaborate as might be 
asked of those guilty of the Mesopotamia 
horror. All the facts wortli telling have 
been in the gardening papers already, and 
there Is no need for such costly and weari¬ 
some use of good paper.— Ed.| 

Pasony Esperance.— This Ikpony, which 
is referred to in Gardening for July 7th 
as being, in the opinion of tlie writer, the 
best lmrdy plant siiown before tlie Iloynl 
Horticultural Society on June 5tli last, 
was raised hv M. Lemoine, of Nancy. It 
was first distributed In the year 1909, at a 
price of 25 francs each. This Pieony re¬ 
sulted from the crossing of tlie yellow- 
flowered Pieonin lutea, a native of China, 
with a variety of the old Pieonia Moutan, 
and was given an Award of Merit by the 
Royal Horticultural Society on June 3rd. 
1913. At the previous meeting, on May 
14th, a variety of tlie same race was 
shown, and received tlie higher honour of 
a first-class certificate 1 . This was La 
Lorraine, distributed in the spring of 1913 
at a price of 200 francs each. In colour 
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the two are much alike, but La Lorraine 
is n very double flower, whereas Esper- 
ance is semi-double. Despite the differ¬ 
ence in price it is not everyone that would 
prefer La Lorraine, as the tuft of golden 
anthers in Esperance forms a very- 
striking feature.—W. T. 

Flowering Dogwood with distorted 
bracts. —A grower of this plant in Sussex, 
having raised the question as to the cause 
of the distorted appearance of Cornus 
tlorida in Britain in May, has led to the 
following from Professor Sargent:— 

“ I have your note of May 31st, with 
tlie deformed flowers of Cornus florlda. 

1 do not think you have a poor form, 
but the floral bracts have been injured 
by cold. This often hapi>ens here, for 
wo are in Massachusetts, nearly at the 
extreme northern limit, where this tree 
flourishes. It has never done well in 
England, and I am afraid you will 
never make a great success of it. As 
it grows in our woods it is one of the 
most beautiful of all dwarf flowering 
trees.—C. 8. Sargent.” 

A golden Thyme. In February, 1905, I 
saw a bright golden trailer growing out of 
an encrusted Saxifrage. The following 
year I was able to get it up, and soon had 
a nice plant. From October to April it 
lias golden foliage, which hitherto has lost 
its colour during the summer months. 1 
am told it is a seedling from the wild 
Thymus Serpyllum, brought originally 
from Snowdon. There is no difficulty in 
increasing it here, but various friends who 
have had it do not succeed. This year, 
for I lie first time, it has not lost the bright 
golden colour of the foliage, and is en¬ 
tirely covered with flowers. The reason 
seems to be that there is an undergrowth 
of Mentha Requienl which is so entirely 
hidden by the Thyme that it is difficult to 
believe in its existence or even to detect it. 
—E. Charles Buxton, Coed Derw, llctlirs- 
y-Coed. 

The misuse of manure In fruit culture. 

—The following, from Mr. Geo. Bunyard’s 
“ Fruit Culture for Profit,” may be read 
with profit, especially by those who look 
to stable manure as the one thing to be 
sought“ A word of caution is necessary 
to those who have the opportunity to use 
a large quantity of manure when starting 
a plantation. Having been frequently 
called in to see trees which had started 
well, and then collapsed, we traced the 
failure entirely to its too free use, which 
forced the tree into an over luxuriant 
growth, and such wood being unripe when 
winter sets in (es[>ecially that of Blums), 
lias become frozen, and bough after bough 
has died off. I have seen trees totally 
ruined after having made a splendid start, 
This is only too apparent when an early 
s?vere frost follows a wet ‘'growing” 
summer. Plum plantations, after brill, 
attacked by caterpillar, make a late 
autumnal growth, which suffers severely. 
In Apples the same tiling takes place, 
mildew also sets in, and, following the 
leaf stalk to the eyes of the shoots, forms 
canker, which eats into the boughs, and 
in a few years changes it smiling planta¬ 
tion into a miserable lot of cripples which 
cannot recover. In tills way the fair fame 
of Lord Siiflield Apple has been lost. The 
better plan is first to see how trees succeed 
without manure, which, on n moderately 
rich soil or old pasture, they may do for 
years. Such growth will lie well matured 
and able to resist our inclement winters, 
nnripened wood being the cause of so 
many trees missing a crop. Even if they 
blossom in profusion the vital organs of 
the flowers are not in a healthy state, and, 
especially with Plums, some years may 
elapse before th<r7?'oes v beeom£ teuiile,” 
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FRUIT. 

THE ASTRA UMAX APPLE. 

X kind, even in early July, that the white 
Astrachan Apple Is very good ; and, wish¬ 
ing to know something about the Red 
Astraclian, wrote to the King's Acre 
Nurseries for information. As the firm’s 
reply may be of general interest, I give it 
herewith :— 

Replying to your inquiry of the 
10th inst., in reference to the dessert 
Apple Astrachan Bed, we beg to say 
that this variety is not recommended 
for commercial use, as it is a very in¬ 
consistent bearer. The tree makes a 
nice pyramid, and blooms freely, hut is 
not very hardy. Like all early varie¬ 
ties of Apples, the fruit becomes 
mealy if kept for any length of time, 
and to be fully appreciated should be 
eaten direct from the tree. Its season 
i.s August. The variety White Astra¬ 
chan, synonymous with White Trans¬ 
parent, is a good early Apple, hut Is 
best eaten from the tree. It was intro¬ 
duced into this country from Russia in 
the 19th century, and is said by Messrs. 
Bunyard to be the Yellow Transparent 
of America. Concerning early dessert 
Apples, it is stralige, hut, nevertheless, 
perfectly true, that we have not got.a 
really first-class variety which com¬ 
bines the finest eating qualities with 
productiveness. A really good Apple 
would be a variety intermediate be¬ 
tween James Grieve and Worcester 
Pearntain, both satisfactory cropxiers, 
but leaving something to be desired in 
the way of quality. 

The firm's expression of opinion re the 
lack of first-class quality in our earlier 
Apples is, of course, correct. I had a few 
samples of James Grieve Apple from a 
Bedford nursery that were about the most 
delicious Apples that I ever tasted. 
My fruits colour beautifully, hut the trees 
never yield anything like these samples. 
I wonder why this is so. 

AY. J. Farmer. 

Redruth, Cunt trail. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Preparing ground for Strawberries.— 

Would you kindly recommend the best 
three varieties of Strawberries to grow for 
succession, early and late? As the soil in 
which I am preparing my Strawberry beds 
is rather poor, and I cannot obtain much 
stable-manure to put into the lowest spit, 
would it help to add some Rape seed or 
superphosphate to the manure and soak 
all well with liquid-manure water before 
covering over with soil?—T. M. D. H. 

[You may add Rape dust (as that is 
what, we take It, you mean by Rape seed) 
to the stable manure and use the sujier- 
phospbate in the spring, when from 3 oz. 
per square yard may he applied to the 
surface and either hoed or raked 
Liquid manure may certainly he applied 
to the stable manure before it is wheeled 
on and spread ready for digging. If the 
manure is lying in a heap Uie liquid may 
be poured over the litter, etc., in sufficient 
quantity for all to become soaked. It will 
only absorb as much ns the straw, etc., Is 
capable of retaining. To go beyond this 
would be a waste of the liquid. Sulphate 
of ammonia applied at the rate of £ oz. 
per square yard in spring would, in your 
case, prove very helpful. This can be 
added to and applied at the same time as 
the superphosphate. Three good varieties 
of Strawberries are Royal Sovereign, 
President, and Laxton's Latest.] 

Fruit-trees not bearing_ I shall be glad 

if you will advise me as to wliat course to 
take with my bush Apples on Paradise 
stock in order to bring them into full bear¬ 


ing. They have been planted ten years, 
and have borne a fair quantity of fruit, 
but have made quite a thicket ot young 
growths each season. I thinned out fairly 
drastically last winter, and have ?hvays 
pruned rather severely. The trees are on 
good ground, but rarely now dug--only 
hoed. Have I pruned too severely? The 
varieties are Brantley’s, Peasgood’s Non¬ 
such, Lord Grosvenor, Bismarck, etc.— 
Anxious. 

[Yes, you have pruned far too severely, 
especially so for the varieties you men¬ 
tion. The best course for you to take is 
at once to summer prune the trees, leaving 
the leaders from one-lialf to two-thirds 
their length and cut back the side shoots 
and spur growths to five buds. These 
latter will in all probability break at the 
tips and produce growths of less strength 
tliau the shoots on which they originate. 
These, in turn, should be cut back'to one 
bud about the latter end of August or 
early in September. At the winter 
pruning this portion of wood, i.e., the 
piece above the fourth hud, should be cut 
away, thus leaving every portion retained 
with four sound buds. The following sea¬ 
son the fourth bud will produce a new 
growth, but one or more of those buds 
below it will, in time, become transformed 
into flower-buds. Proceed in the same 
way in the next and succeeding seasons 
in regard both to summer and winter 
pruning, when die trees should, in course 
of time, become fruitful and bear good 
crops. The leaders, at the winter pruning, 
should, if not required for extending the 
trees either upwards or outwards, he cut 
back to five buds.] 

Fumigating a vinery. —Would it. be 
harmful to fumigate a vinery where there 
might be Kidney Beans or Strawberries 
on a shelf up near the glass? Would the 
fumes of the nicotine make tnem unfit for 
eating? — J. Metcai.ee. 

[The fumigation would not affect (he 
French Beans unless they were in flower, 
when it would prevent the blooms setting. 
With regard to the Strawberries, if the 
fruits were full-grown and ou the verge of 
colouring, as well as while ripening, fumi¬ 
gation, or, to use the correct term, vapor¬ 
ising, would render them not only unfit, 
but dangerous to partake of as food.] 

Scottish Raspberries. — By an Order 
dated July 10th the Food Controller lias 
directed that all Raspberries grown in 
Scotland should be delivered to him. The 
first claim on tills fruit will be for the 
manufacture of jam for the Navy and 
Army, but It is anticipated that unless 
the.crop proves abnormally small there 
will be a surplus available for private 
trade. It is proposed to arrange for the 
equitable distribution of this surplus to 
jam manufacturers, and a manufacturer 
who wishes to buy any of this surplus 
should send immediately to the Ministry 
of Food an application stating <a I the 
amount of Scottish Raspberries that he 
requires, and (b) the amount, of Rasp¬ 
berries purchased liy him in each of the 
years 1914 and 1913 from (i.) Scotland and 
(li.) all other parts of Ihe United King¬ 
dom. The price to be paid for these Rasp¬ 
berries will he tlie maximum price por- 
missible under the Raspberries (Manufac¬ 
turers’ Brices) Order, subject to any re¬ 
vision of that price which the Food Con¬ 
troller may hereafter authorise if, after 
the crop has been gathered, it appears 
that the present maximum price is not 
such as will yield the growers a reasonable 
profit. 


"The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds." —New Edition, 13th, revised, with descriptions 
oj all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium Sro, 15s .; 
post free , 15s. 6d. 0/ all Anfedlers or from the ojiet 

of Gardening Illustrated, Go, Lincolns Inn Fields 

UWVPR3ITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



GARDENING ILLUSTRATED 


405 



1 


July 28, 1917 


TREES AND SHRUBS. 

VIBURNUM SIEBOLDI. 

This, also known as V. retieulatum, is a 
wide-spreading shrub from Japan, and 
sometimes reaches a height of 10 feet to 
15 feet. If the leaves are bruised or 
crushed in the hand the odour is anything 
but agreeable, but otherwise it is not 
noticeable. The flowers, in large, flat 
clusters, are cream-coloured, or, in some 
cases, almost white, and borne in moder¬ 
ate-sized heads during June. In August 
the fruit clusters assume the richest crim¬ 
son colour and are very conspicuous and 


ornamental. In September the fruits turn 
black and soon drop. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The Indian Horse Chestnut (Jfeculus 
indica).—The Indian Horse Chestnut is a 
worthy companion to the common Horse 
Chestnut, for it blooms at least a month 
later, thus continuing the flowering season, 
while it is in every way as beautiful. In 
the north-west Himalaya it forms a hand¬ 
some tree 100 feet high, and it will pro¬ 
bably grow as large as the ordinary Horse 
Chestnut here, for the first tree planted in 
England in 1851 was 70 feet high a few 
years ago. Although introduced so long 
ago it is a vei'.v uncommon species, and no 
serious attempt appears to have been made 
to spread it widelyvnbout our gardens until 
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within the last few years. This may have 
been partly due to the difficulty in intro¬ 
ducing living seeds, but it cannot have 
been entirely the cause, for the few old 
trees in the country must have borne lots 
of good seed, as specimens twenty-five 
years old have produced the seed from 
which most of the present young stock lias 
been raised. The Indian Horse Chestnut 
can be distinguished from zEsculus Hippo- 
castanum by its larger, handsomer, and 
smoother leaves, and by its longer and 
more slender inflorescences in addition to 
its flowering during late June anil early 
July. The fruits are also loss spiny than 
are those of the better known tree.—l). 


Philadclphus Satsumi (syn. I’. Yoko¬ 
hama). — Anything more beautiful than 
this when in its best state of development 
and under favourable conditions it would 
be difficult to find. My plants are now 
(June 25tli) loaded with blossoms, which, 
owing to tlie position they occupy, are dis¬ 
played to tlie greatest advantage. They 
are each about 20 feet high and form a 
mass of foliage and flowers some 30 feet 
across. On one side they are flanked by 
the Lawson Cypress, with a background 
of Willows, a big Oak behind them, and 
in the foreground green Hollies, which 
serve as a setting to show' up the purity of 
tlie flowers. As there is an uninterrupted 
view of several hundred yards the effect is 
■ very pleasing. This arrangement is quite 
\ accidental and is, therefore, more natural. 


I have a fairly good acquaintance with 
flowering shrubs, but I do not know one 
of greater merit than this variety of tlie 
Mock Orange, which will thrive and last 
indefinitely in the poorest soil, can hold its 
own wdth a strong vegetation, lasts in¬ 
definitely with no annual attention, and 
combines great floral beauty with a de¬ 
licious perfume. Can any of your readers 
name anything which excels this rhila- 
delphus in beauty and usefulness, for it is 
very serviceable for cutting? — .1. Cornhiix. 

Ulmus viminalis aurea (Ulmus Roseelsi). 
The season has been all in favour of this 
golden variegated Elm, which has been, 
and is now, wonderfully effective. My 
tree is between 40 feet and 50 feet high 
and is well-shaped, tapering from a broad 
base to the top. It happens to be asso¬ 
ciated with dark-lnied'Conifers and varie¬ 
gated Maples, so that the bright golden 
colour is shown up to advantage and is 
really a very conspicuous object. Although 
planted about thirty years ago, it has only 
just shown that it is grafted on the Wycli 
Elm, several strong shoots of which have 
sprung from tlie base. I should say that 
this Elm is one of the few things that is 
benefited by grafting. Tlie shoots are thin 
and wiry, and inclined to he pendulous, 
and I think it would he a matter of some 
difficulty to obtain strong standard trees 
on own roots. I have, however, no ex- 
(x'rience of its propagation in the hands of 
an exjiert. It may he increased from 
cuttings, hut it lias the look of being a 
difficult subject to manage in that way.— 
Byfleet. 

Potentilia fruticosa. — From the fact 
that it dot’s not bloom till the month of 
July, this shrubby species of Potentilia is 
particularly valuable. It forms a rather 
erect, rounded shrub, clothed with hoary, 
pinnate, deciduous leaves. The rich 
yellow flowers are each from 1 inch to 

II inches in diameter, and a succession is 
kept up for some time. This Potentilia 
varies a good deal. The most marked of 

! all i.s Veitchi, which was distributed as a 
distinct species under the name of Poten- 
tilla Veitchi, but which is now regarded 
as a variety of P. fruticosa. It Is a native 
of China, and was first introduced by Mr. 
E. H. Wilson. This species is remarkable 
for its large blossoms of the purest white. 
When in full flower it is a really hand¬ 
some shrub, and keeps up a succession of 
bloom over a lengthened period. Not only 
the typical 1*. fruticosa, hut also its 
several varieties are perfectly hardy, and 
will hold their own in dry soils. A near 
ally of the above is the dwarfer-growing 
P. davurlca with white flowers.— 1 T. W. 

Cassinia fulvida (syn. Diplopappus 
chrysophyllus).—One of the most graceful 
and informal of shrubs, this ought to find 
a place where there is a little space at com¬ 
mand. It is quite hardy, and will suc¬ 
ceed in any moderately good soil. After 
blooming, the flowers are succeeded by a 
white down, which endures till the ap¬ 
proach of winter, while its yellow foliage 
and twigs readily claim attention earlier in 
the season. Its graceful shoots, moreover, 
are of service in a cut state during the 
winter months in association with Chrys¬ 
anthemums or other bold .blooms.—A 
Scottish Gardener. 

Cistus algarvensis. —Although an old 
plant of this little golden-yellow Rock Rose 
with the chocolate blotch was severely cut 
down by tlie hard winter, it has recovered, 
and is now in bloom. Small cuttings, only 
set out last autumn, survived in sheltered 
niches of the rock garden and they also 
are flowering. The upright, shrubby habit 
of this beautiful species has some ad¬ 
vantage over many other dwarf kinds of 
its race. Here it is a persistent bloomer, 
and it never gets any-protectiou,—A. T, J. 
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GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 


FRUIT PESTS AND THE NEED FOR 
SPRAYING. 

There Is no doubt need for care in tbe 
selection of patent materials for making 
sprays both for winter and summer use, 
but I cannot agree with “ F. M. G.” 
(p. 312l that all of them are of no value. 
Tlie best of them are good, but dear. 
Many are costly and useless. P>y far the 
better and cheaper practice is to mix one’s 
own materials for making sprays. 1 agree 
with “ F. M. G.” as to the effectiveness of 
lime and salt, although I think Woburn 
Mixture is superior. Winter spraying 
may not destroy American blight or the 
t'ocilin moth. As is generally known, the 
female aphis causing 

American height brings its young alive. 
The female hides in crevices of the bark 
during autumn and winter, and also on 
the tree roots near the base of tbe trunk. 
They multiply rapidly In spring and sum¬ 
mer. A caustic alkali spray will destroy 
winter broods, and a soft soap and quassia 
emulsion destroys the lice in summer. 
Unless the right materials are used this 
pest cannot be destroyed. Another point 
to remember is that the winged females 
distribute the pest by flying from tree to 
tree. Thus trees that are practically free 
from the trouble may easily become in¬ 
fested from unhealthy trees in the garden 
or orchard of a careless neighbour. Re¬ 
garding the 

Codlin moth, after letting itself to tbe 
ground by a silken thread, or escaping 
from fallen fruit, the fully-grown larva 
ascends the trunk of the tree and, form¬ 
ing a cocoon in the crevices, remains there 
until June, when it appears as a moth. 
During the month of June is the period 
when the fully-grown larva ascends the 
trunk and may he trapped by grease- 
banding. Then the caterpillars or larva: 
on die leaves and fruit-buds may be de¬ 
stroyed by spraying with arsenate of lead 
in from nine to fourteen days after the 
petals have fallen. 1 agree that spraying 
with Rouleaux Mixture is an effective 
check on fungoid diseases. There is also 
no doubt that spraying generally is in¬ 
jurious to trees, particularly young ones, 
but it is the less of two evils, and must be 
persevered with in an intelligent manner. 
In such circumstances it is advisable to 
spray only when necessary, and winter 
spraying should take place once in two or 
three years and not each winter. In the 
same column reference is made to tlie 

AlAoriE MOTH. The larvte of this modi 
appear on the Gooseberry-trees twice in 
the course of the year. Eggs are laid in 
groups during July and August on the 
under side of tlie leaves. The larvae hatch 
out and feed on the leaves for a short 
time, then they spin leaves together and 
in tills way pass tlie winter either in the 
soil or in crevices of tlie bark. They 
make their apiieatnnco again in spring, 
anil, getting on to tlie trees, feed on young 
leaves until the pupa stage is reached, 
and in July and August they emerge as 
ninths. As to the advice given in answci 
to Mr. Alex. K. Milne’s query on this sub¬ 
ject, about tlie use of soot, road dust, and 
ashes, my experience is that these 
materials are valuable enougli in their 
way, but there is nothing like spraying 
with arsenate of load. It is not advisable 
to apply the poison to fruit that is to be 
used immediately. Even then a man 
would need to eat a bushel of berries to 
flail tlie poison having tlie slightest effect. 
The best way of dealing with the cater¬ 
pillar of the magpie moth is to spray the 
Gooseberry-bushes with nil arsenate of 
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lend solution in autumn while the leaves 
are still green, and again in spring. 
People do not seem to realise sufficiently 
the value of arsenate of lend as a remedy 
against caterpillars of all kinds which at¬ 
tack fruit-trees. It is most effective and 
does not injure tlie foliage. M. 


THE CRUSADE AGAINST SPARROWS. 
Notes on this subject, in the issue of 
June Oth, remind me that in former years 
the attacks of sparrows and their in¬ 
creasing numbers began, in these gardens, 
to constitute a iositive menace. Steps 
were, therefore, taken to destroy them, 
and the methods adopted being rigorously 
pursued, it is gratifying to be able to say 
that the sparrow is, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the gardens at all events, 
almost extinct. These methods were as 
follows:—In the first place, a fee was 
offered of one penny per head for old or 
young birds produced. Secondly, three¬ 
pence per dozen were ofl'ered for eggs. 
Thirdly, every nest observed In process of 
building was ruthlessly pulled down. 
Finally, throughout tlie winter months 
sparrows, after settling down at night, 
were regularly harried by netting. Their 
haunts, of course, were well known and 
were chiefly in Ivy-clad walls, in 
Clematises of the moutana family upon 
pillars, and in Beech and Holly hedges. 
The last method was, perhaps, the most 
effective, and at times large “bags” were 
secured. The numbers gradually grew 
less, and in tlie course of a few seasons 
sparrows seemed instinctively to realise 
that the garden or its neighbourhood was 
“out of bounds.” Since January of this 
present season I have only seen two 
sparrows in the vicinity, both cock birds. 
Gardeners are all. in a modest way, 
naturalists, so that it may hardly be 
necessary to point out tbe distinction be¬ 
tween tlie house sparrow (Passer domes- 
ticus) and the pretty little hedge sparrow 
(Accentor modulnris), which is, unfor¬ 
tunately, included by reason of its name 
in the liau on the more destructive bird. 
Tlie hedge sparrow is entirely, or almost, 
insectivorous, and is, as a matter of fact, 
of service in tlie garden. The two birds 
are entirely dissimilar in appearance, in 
habits, and in food. The bill of the hedge 
sparrow is soft, as becomes that of an 
insect eater, while the bill of the seed- 
eating bouse sparrow is hard and horny. 
Instead of tlie untidy rabble of a nest 
which tlie latter makes, that of the hedge 
sparrow is open and is composed of fibre 
or similar substance lined with Moss, 
while its eggs are of a beautiful blue. It 
is hoped that these notes may lead to those 
who are destroying, rightly, the baleful 
house sparrow giving protection to the 
dainty anil interesting little hedge 
sparrow. W. McGuffoc. 

Bnl nice, K irleudbright. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Cabbages and Cauliflowers failing. —In 

my allotment I can never get any early 
Cabbages or Cauliflowers to stand." They 
all get attacked by the maggot and wither 
away. IVhat is the cause and cure for 
this?—T. Stketton. 

[The insect which causes the collapse 
and death of Cauliflowers, Cabbages, and 
other members of the lirassiea family is 
the larva of the Cabbage gall beetle 
(Curculio pleurostigmn). This beetle lays 
its eggs on tlie stems of the young plants 
in the early summer, and ofttimes, one 
might almost say, usually while they are 
in the seed drills. Where the pest invari¬ 
ably has to be contended with much dis¬ 
appointment may be saved if the stems of 
the plants, when being drawn for plant¬ 


ing, are carefully examined, as tlie pre¬ 
sence of the maggots can then be detected, 
owing to the portion of the stem where 
they are assuming a swollen and gall-iike 
apiiearance. All plants found in this con¬ 
dition should be burut. Ofttimes tlie 
plants remaining over after planting is 
finished collapse and die in the seed drills. 
As prevention is better than cure, the 
ground where the seed is to be sown in 
future should some time previously be 
dressed with lime and wood-ashes or soot. 
After the plants are well above ground or 
high enough to be out of danger take some 
fine ashes and saturate them with paraf¬ 
fin, using the latter at the rate of 1 pint 
to i bushel of, ashes, and strew them 
lightly on the soil between*the rows. If 
the weather be wet or showery this may 
be done two or three times before tbe 
plants are ready for setting out. Tbe 
offensive smell of tlie para din acts ns a 
deterrent and drives the beetles to seek 
other quarters.] 

Caterpillars on Hawthorn hedge _I en¬ 

close specimens of a caterpillar which has 
entirely eaten a Hawthorn hedge, and will, 
I fear, invade the garden it not de¬ 
stroyed. It is hardly visible, as it lies on 
the twigs and is very difficult to detach. 
I have asked a number of gardeners and 
men brought up in the country, but they 
are strange to this tiling. Could you be 
so kind as to tell me what uus pest is, 
and what could be done to get rid of same? 
—J. W. Stheader. 

(The caterpillars sent are those of the 
“ Pepper and Sait Moth,” and are an ex¬ 
cellent example of Nature’s means of pro¬ 
tecting larva* from too easy sight. They 
feed on a good many plants, mostly allied 
to the Apple and Thorn, but are not 
usually so numerous us to Constitute a 
menace to the orchard or the flower gar¬ 
den. Insects (except aphides) are un¬ 
usually numerous this year, probably on 
account of the pact hard winter, that 
killed off so many birds. The best cheek 
to these and all other biting insects is 
spraying with lead arsenate as soon as 
they make their appearance".] 

Moths _I am catching large numbers of 

enclosed moths iu my garden in bottles 
put up for wasps. Can you tell me what 
sort of caterpillar they come from and if 
they do much harm in the garden to fruit 
or flowers?— Moths. 

[The moths arrived lu a condition so 
battered and worn that it was impossible 
to recognise them, except to say that they 
belonged to the group of Noetuie. None 
are useful to any extent, and no harm is 
done by killing them. Possibly among 
them were some of the Turnip and other 
surface caterpillar moths. They were of 
about the right size, and these are ex¬ 
tremely troublesome in both flower and 
vegetable gardens.] 

Celery leaf blight —A look out should he 
kept for tlie appearance of this disease. 
It first shows in the form of pale-coloured 
spots on the leaves, and the latter soon 
afterwards wither and die off. It is a very 
destructive disease. Prompt measures 
should be taken as soon as it is detected 
by spraying the plants at once with Bor¬ 
deaux mixture or ammoniacal carbonate of 
copper solution. Pulling up and destroy¬ 
ing the plants first attacked will some¬ 
times stay the disease.—A. W. 

Codlin-moth. —Grease-banding is a dis¬ 
agreeable business arid takes a consider¬ 
able time. Last year I simply tied bands 
of old cloth, sacking, etc., round the 
trunks. The grubs collected for shelter 
beneath these, and I caught more than by 
the old method. The Apples are much 
freer from this pest this season, and the 
trouble was much less. 1 shall replace the 
bands shortly in order to eaten any grubs 
which come from windfalls.—F. AI. G. 
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OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

INCAR VILLEA BREVIPES. 

The host of the family. The blooms are 
larger than those of I. grnndiflorn and 
very distinct In colour, being of n bright 
pinkish-crimson. The flowers expand 
when about 8 inches from the ground and 
are borne on stiff stems which continue to 
grow until about 18 inches or 20 inches 
high. The flowering period lasts for about 
a month from the middle of May, after 
which I. grnndtflorn comes into bloom. 
The plant is quite hardy and is shown 
growing in ordinary light, loamy soil 
on a slojie of the rock garden. The 
tubers were planted In October, 1915, and 
flowered freely last year. This year they 
were not affected by the frost—which has 
done me infinite harm among tender plants 
—and every loot has thrown up two or 
three fine flowering shoots. I wonder why 
this handsome flower was christened 
“brevipes.” The name must be derived 
from the Latin, brevis, short, and lies, a 


flax (Linaria Cymbalaria), and occasion¬ 
ally one may find the much rarer, tall- 
growing Linaria purpurea, a noteworthy 
addition to our wail-top flora. 

Erinus ai.I'inus is a pretty little plant 
with rosy-mauvd flowers which is firmly 
established on the Roman Wall in the 
North of England and in a few other 
stations. I have seen it in abundance on 
a high wall near Monmouth, where it was 
quite an attraction to passers-by, but it 
was here probably a garden escape. 

Senecio Cineraria has made itself at 
home on the limestone cliffs at Torquay. 
Its rather inconspicuous yellow flowers 
are amply atoned for by the large, deeply- 
cut, velvety-grey leaves, which lend quite 
an air of distinction to the cliffs which 
they adorn, Many of the banks of the 
Great Western Railway have been beauti¬ 
fied in recent years by masses of the 

Oxford Ragwort (Senecio squnlidus), 
so called because it made its first appear¬ 
ance at Oxford. It is a decidedly hand¬ 
some plant and has brightened up many 
an ugly siding with its large golden 


the Primrose Peerless Narcissus <N. 
biflorusl, which carpets many an old 
orchard in the West Country just after 
the last of the Daffodils are over. It must 
have been established hero for many a 
long year; possibly it was introduced by 
the monks. Several species of Crocus are 
established in parts of Suffolk, and in one 
spot in North Devon there is a colony of 
the orange-yellow Pyrenean Lily. The 
quaint little green and black Snake's-head 
or Mourning Widow Iris (I. tuberosa) is 
admitted to the British flora on the ground 
of being naturalised about Penzance and 
Cork. 


VOTES AX I) REPLIES. 

The hardy Orange as a fence plant_I 

am interested in your article on the hardy 
Orange, especially as an orchard hedge. 
Would you kindly tell me what .soil this 
Citron prefers and wliat aspect? My 
garden is in Hampshire, with chalky and 
limestone mixture in the soil. The Cistus 
and Gentian flourish well, blit the Azalea 
and Rhododendron arc impossible. Is it 
possible to obtain this plant in England? 



Part of group of Incarvillea brevipes in Dr. Wallis's garden at Old Stone House, East Crinsteajl. 


foot, therefore it means short-legged or 
short-footed, but the plant in question lias 
much longer legs or feet than any of the 
three members of its family. Perhaps the 
Committee of the Royal Horticultural 
Society will consider the question of re¬ 
naming it. P. E. Wallis. 

Fast Grinstead. 

BEAUTIFUL HARDY PLANTS 
NATURALISED. 

(Concluded from page STS.) 

The Spur Valerian (Centranthus ruber) 
is established on so many walls and cliffs 
throughout the country that it is hard to 
realise that it is but an alien; it lias pro¬ 
bably done more to beautify otherwise 
ugly walls than any other plant, the cliffs 
at Barmouth and similar places being a 
blaze of colour when the Valerian is in 
bloom. It becomes especially attractive nt 
dusk, when the flowers are visited by 
dozens of fine moths, notably the lovely 
pink and green hued Elephant Hawks, 
which seem to prefer this to any other 
plant. Equally abundant In similar situa¬ 
tions is the dainty littl^ Ivy-Ieavei Toad- 
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flowers; in the neighbourhood of Wor¬ 
cester it is abundant and lias hybridised 
with some of the native Ragworts. Only 
two alien members of the vast tribe of 
Umbelliferre are worthy of notice. The 
first is 

Astrantia major, established In woods 
near Ludlow, a familiar garden plant of 
quiet and refined beauty; the other is the 
shrubby Spanish Rupleurum frutieosum, 
which is sometimes planted in shrubberies 
and game coverts. It is becoming natural¬ 
ised on the Malvern Hills, whither it has 
spread from the gardens of the late Jenny 
Lind. The so-called 

Tea Tree (Lyeium chinense) has been 
cultivated in England for many years, and 
when covered with its oblong red berries 
is quite attractive, though the dingy purple 
flowers are not showy, and its habit is i 
straggling. It is completely naturalised | 
along the shore of the Bristol Channel at 
various parts of the Somerset coast, and 
occurs here and there inland also. 

Only a few aliens are to be found among 
the monocotyledons, but all of these few 
are of great interest. Most precious is 


My garden lias a southern slope, but is 
unprotected by walls, and I am planning 
ail orchard for the autumn planting. I 
should lie glad to know of the suitability of 
the hardy Orange for the purpose of a 
hedge in this county.— Hopeful. 

|Our plants grow in ordinary root loam, 
untouched for pears. It is essential to pet 
good plants, and from any good tree 
nursery you should he aide to purchase this 
shrub, which has prored quite, hardy. To 
make a fence implies a number of strung, 
young plants. —Ed.] 

Meconopsis simplicifclia. —This, gener¬ 
ally considered a biennial, lias proved 
perennial ill Sir Herbert Maxwell's garden 
at Monreith. This year 1 have again seen 
the plant. It is retaining its perennial 
habit, and has again flowered after stand¬ 
ing the winter (rather a trying one) with¬ 
out apparently suffering in the least.— 
S. Arnott. 

CEnothera Arendsi _This Evening Prim¬ 

rose bears a profusion of pale, rosy-pink 
flowers on upright, 15-inch stems. The 
blossoms are large, held stiffly erect, and 
have a more delicious fragrance than 
those of any other member of this race 
that I am acquainted with.—A. T. J. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

WASTED EFFORTS AliOUT FOOD. 

In our fertile country, usually free from 
the severities of northern Europe and 
America, is there not too much effort now 
being given to the preserving and bottling 
of things that the garden should supply In 
the best state—the only state they are 
worth having in. In a booklet entitled 
“Vegetable Bottling and Fruit-preserving 
Without Sugar,” by Mr. and Mrs. 
Banks, and reviewed on p. 415, we lind, 
among things described as worth doing, 
the following. 

I should certainly not touch any of these 
needlessly preserved vegetables. All I need 
of these esculents I get from the garden in 
their fresh state. Moreover, some of the 
statements are of quite doubtful value, as, 
for example, that dealing with the Red 
Cabbage, which is spoiled by the use of 
spiced vinegar pickles. W. 

Leeks.— Select nice straight dean- 
grown Leeks, clean them thoroughly and 
cut to the lengths of the bottles. Pack 
them tightly in, fill up with water, adding 
Half a teaspoonful of salt. Put on the lid, 
etc., place in the pan ; bring it to the boil, 
and keep it gent ly boiling for one hour and a 
half. Then take out, fill up with boiling 
water if necessary, and put on the rubber 
ring and cap, etc., anti fasten down tightly. 

Runner Beans in salt.— Take a good 
glazed earthenware pan (one of the grey 
stone ones is better still) or large glass 
bottles will do; if your pan is not glazed, 
or stoneware, the salt brine is sure to 
work through. Then gather nice young 
Beans about three parts grown, and lay 
them flat in the pan, and sprinkle them 
with common salt, putting a layer ot salt 
between each layer of Beans. There is no 
need for too much salt to be used; and as 
the Beans shrink and the salt gradually 
forms itself into a liquid brine, you can 
keep on adding layer after layer as they 
shrink in the pan. 

Caubaoe.— Make a mixture qf pickling 
spices as follows:—i oz. Red Chillies, I oz. 
long Peppers, J oz. Mustard seed, 1 oz. 
Peppercorns, J oz. whole Ginger, and o or 
8 Cloves, tie them all up in a piece of 
Muslin, and boil it with the vinegar for 
about ten minutes, then take it oil and 
allow it to cool. This can be prepared, 
of course, after the Cabbage has been cut. 
Select a nice hard Red Cabbage, take off all 
coarse outside leaves, and cut it into four 
parts. Remove as much stalk as possible, 
and shred it very finely, using a hoard and a 
long sharp carving knife. Put the shredded 
Cabbage on a dish and sprinkle it well with 
salt and mix it up, and put it on one side 
for twenty-four hours, when it will have 
become of a purple colour. Then drain it 
thoroughly and place it in jars and pour 
over it the previously prepared spiced 
vinegar pickle, putting the spice bag in last 
on the top. This should be ready for use 
in about a fortnight, if kept top long the 
Cabbage will lose its crispness. 

CAtJI.lfT.0WER.— Prepare spiced vinegar 
pickle the same as for Cabbage. Select 
nice hard cauliflowers; cut them into small 
sprays and lav them on a large dish and 
sprinkle with salt and mix them together 
and put them on one side for twenty-four 
hours. Then drain them thoroughly, and 
place them in jars or bottles, and pour 
over them the previously prepared pickle, 
placing the spice bag on top, and tying 
down with bladder or parchment paper. 
This is best kept for at least two months. 

HARICOT COOKERY. 

We British know little of pure vegetable 
soups. The fault lies in the stockpot. The 
fatty substances thrown into the pot are 
sufficient to make the stock unwholesome, 
for it is useless to imagine that the cook 
skims off the fat. because she does not. And 
day after day yrorefuse is thrown Into 
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tlie pot which stands at the side of the 
stove, the greasy contents growing hourly 
more unlit for food. Let us follow the 
French and abolish the stockpot, and see 
what delectable vegetable soups can be 
made with clean boiling water. With the 
object of making the most of all we have 
at hand it is essential that we should learn 
to make soups as the French make them. 
Having lived many years In France I think 
I can satisfy any intelligent person that, 
given the same nature of food in France 
as in England, tlie supreme difference In 
the enjoyment thereof lies in the cooking. 

We all use Beans, Peas, Carrots, Onions, 
Leeks, and perhaps Barley and Rice in our 
daily soups, but can anyone conscientiously 
say that a plateful of the concoction made 
in the ordinary British home is in any way 
satisfying? In reality a thick vegetable 
soap is a most nutritious disii, and for an 
evening meal, when no meat is eaten, 
makes a substantial course. It is an error 
to imagine that the French arc fond of 
sauces. In tlie family circles, where cook¬ 
ing is at its best, the butter alone used to 
prepare meats or poultry makes the gravy. 

Dried Beans— white, brown, green, or 
red—must be soaked for forty-eight hours, 
then put into a saucepanful of cold water 
with a handful of salt and boiled for four 
or live hours. The majority of cooks serve 
Beans like bullets, but calmly tell you that 
they have been cooking “all day,” mean¬ 
ing that they have been put on the side of 
the kitchen range and left to simmer occa¬ 
sionally when the stove was hot enough. 
But Beans require to boil constantly if the 
proper nourishment is to he obtained from 
them. To make a good white Bean soup 
add a teacupful of Rice to the boiling 
liquid half an hour before serving and a 
tablespoonful of Tomato purge. Just be¬ 
fore tlie soup is ready add salt and pepper 
and a lump of fresh butter. A little more 
boiling water may be poured into the Beans 
if the soup is not quite liquid enough. On 
no account stint the butter, as it is this 
Ingredient that makes the soup appetising. 

Barley sour is made with two Carrots, 
one Turnip, a Leek, an Onion, a stick of 
Celery, and a cupful of Barley. These in¬ 
gredients are washed, and the vegetables 
are cut into small pieces the size of dice 
and thrown into a saucepanful of boiling 
salted water with the Barley and cooked 
for four hours. Before serving, a lump of 
butter is added to the boiling soup, and 
salt and pepper to taste. The longer this 
soup cooks the better it is .—Country Life. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Cooking ripe seeds of Runner Beans.— 

We recently had our attention drawn to 
an article which appeared in a horticul¬ 
tural journal warning the public against 
eating cooked ripe seeds of the white- 
seeded or other Runner Beans, as they 
might (Kissibly be poisonous. In view of 
the national inqioitaiice of our making use 
of any good nourishing food of this kind 
that might be available we forwarded the 
article, with samples of two varieties of 
Runner Beans and two varieties of Dwarf 
Beans, to Dr. Keeble, Director of the 
horticultural branch of the Food Produc¬ 
tion Department, for analysis. The 
analyst’s report is as follows. —Barr and 
Sons. 

On the 5th inst. I received from Dr. 
Keeble lour samples of Beans, marked 
respectively “ Dutch Case Knife 
Runner Bean,” “Dutch Case Knife 
Dwarf Bean,” “Ordinary White 
Haricot sold by Grocers,” and “ Scar¬ 
let Runner Xe Plus Ultra.” I have 
very carefully tested these four 
samples for the presence of a eynno- 
genctio glueoside, but in all cases with 


negative results. I have not, of course, 

examined tlie samples for other 

poisons, but I have fed the two un¬ 
cooked “ Dutch Case Knife ” samples 

to white mice without any ill result.— 

A. Chaston Chapman. 

Dried fruit. —This year the rather small 
yellow Plum Gisborne’s'iscropping heavily, 
and 1 should like to dry some of the fruit 
if tlie experiment is likely to prove suc¬ 
cessful. I have a frame, and the tempera¬ 
ture in August is likely to run about 
100 degs. for several hours a day in sunny 
weather. I have also a greenhouse. Shall 
I gather the fruits when they begin to 
soften and show yellow colour!' Must all 
fruit he sound? Many crack in wet 
weather, but are otherwise light. At a 
frame temperature of 90 degs. to 100 degs. 
how long should the fruit be exposed, and 
must ventilation be given? Should the 
glass he shaded or the exposure be given 
in direct sunlight? In either case, what 
approximate time is needed? The inside 
of the glass if the frame is kept closed at 
night will be wet by morning. Will this 
moisture be re-absorbed by the fruit? If 
so, should ventilation be given all the time 
or will the difference in temperature be too 
great? In Gardening, July lath, it is 
said that Apples to be dried are placed for 
five to fifteen minutes in a hot oven. 
Could the temperature lie given, and would 
the same treatment for Apples as for 
Plums given above answer? — F. M. 
Gould. 

Turnips— yellow or white kinds.—Pre¬ 
judice lias had much to do with yellow 
kinds not being more grown in the south. 
Cooks, too, often set their face against 
them. 1 have found this often in large 
places when 1 have grown them. One 
gentleman I served would have no’others 
in winter. I am referring to Orange Jelly 
and others of tills type. During the past 
autumn and winter I linve used this and 
the common Swedish Turnip. This latter 
has been most helpful to tlie public during 
the severe frost and well into spring. The 
advantage of the yellow kinds for winter is 
that they retain their flavour longer, 
especially when pulled up before frost and 
covered with soil. When fully grown it 
pays to lift all Turnips and cover with 
soil before severe frost. Regarding the 
time these yellow kinds should be sown, I 
have found that the first half of July 
answers well. In this way you get full- 
sized roots by winter. Snowball and oilier 
white kinds may be sown two to four 
weeks later.—J. O. 

Marrows and Courds for winter.- These, 
including the great Potiron Rouge of the 
French gardens, hitherto thought of only 
for their summer use, I have now thriving 
on a sunny place. They are grown in two 
sets, one for summer nse and the other for 
winter storage as in France and America, 
one set not to lie cut in the young state, 
but left to ripen for winter storage in tlie 
cellars. The garden should afford some 
good winter food in this way.—W. 

Carrot Parisian.—I have been trying 
different types of Carrots, and find this 
kind surpasses any other for flavour. I 
consider it infinitely better than any of 
the stump-rooted, Shorthorn type, while 
another advantage is that it is much 
earlier. I began using the roots quite 
early so as to thin them. Those who need 
young Carrots may have them for autumn 
use by sowing at the close of July on a 
warm border or in an old disused frame.— 
J. Crook. 

Loganberry. — I cannot agree with 
“ Northants’ ” estimate of the Logan¬ 
berry. I grow this trained on tlie wire 
fencing surrounding a tennis-court, where, 
in spite of the battering the plants receive 
from balls, they produce enormous crops. 
Tlie fruits are all made into jam, which is 
highly appreciated by everyone who tastes 
it.—G. M. B., St Andrew*, N.B, 
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ROSES. 

ROSE LAMARQUE. 

I think tliis old Rose Is tlie noblest for a 
warm south wall. In any case, here is 
the picture after over a quarter of a cen¬ 
tury. Several times I thought it was 
worn out, and was going to dig it up. 

__W. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Rosa rugosa fimbriata.— Many lovers of 
Roses look askance at Rosa rugosa, the 
.encroaching habit of the variety being, in 
their minds, a drawback. This fault—if 
fault it he— is not so pronounced in the 
R. rugosa hybrids, one of the prettiest of 
which is U. r. fimbriata, the petals of 


ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 


ROCK PLANTS FOR AUTUMN 
FLOWERING. 

After the middle of July, when most of 
the spring-flowering alpine plants have 
finished blooming, the rock garden will be 
looking somewhat bare unless care has 
been taken to furnish it with autumn- 
flowering species, and, although these are 
not nearly so numerous as the spring 
bloomers, there is a number of easily- 
grown kinds which will make the rook 
garden gay until quite late in the year. 
The Campanula family, with its numerous 


blue-flowered trailing plant which does 
well on a retaining wall and is quite easy 
provided it is well sheltered. It is per¬ 
haps just a little tender, and appreciates 
the protection of a rock from the nortli 
and east, otherwise it might be lost in a 
hard spell of frost. It is easily raised 
from seed, however, and is so lovely and 
continues in beauty for so long that it is 
worth taking a little trouble over. 

SCABIOSA I'TEROCEPIIALA is IlOt SO Well 

known as some, nor is it so brilliant as 
the plants above mentioned, but it is very 
pretty in a quiet way with its prostrate 
hoary foliage, studded over with pale- 
mauve, “pincushion” flowers during 
August. It may perhaps suffer a bit from 
excessive damp in winter, but otherwise 


Rose Lamarque on south wall. 


liic-li are elegantly fimbriated, while the 
looms are semi-double and of a delicate 
lade of blush-white. This hybrid, while 
at so robust as R. rugosa, is yet of 
igorous growth, and is well adapted for 
rowing in small shrubberies oil the top of 
old rockwork or similar positions.—A 
COTTItiH GARDENKH. 

Rambling Rose Thalia _This is flower- 

ig with remarkable freedom this season, 
.n archway over which it is trained is 
radically a mass of white, and on pillars 
; is equally good. I have a plant received 
s Perpetual Thalia, but, so far, I have not 
een anything which would justify the 
refix.— •Sc u Rosa. 

Rose Old Gold. —This is blooming well 
his year, the large flowers of excellent 
olour. It was introduced in 1913, and 
? a good garden Rose with me and appar- 
ntly of good coustitatien.— Sub R|Sa. 


:itati«n.—S ub Rosa. 

Google 


species of varying forms in shades of blue, 
purple, and white, is the great standby 
for the autumn, but besides Campanulas 
j there are many other good things to choose 
from. 

! Zauschneria californica (the Californian 
Fuchsia) is one of the best, and is quite 
easy to grow in a sunny, dry position, such 
as a retaining wall facing south, where it 
will be a glorious sight throughout August 
and September, with its long racemes of 
brilliant scarlet tubular flowers. It likes 
a gritty, sandy soil. 

Plumbago Larpent.e is another beautiful 
I subject for a similar position. This has 
heads of flowers of an exquisite deep blue 
during September, while in October the 
foliage takes on brilliant crimson hues, 
thus prolonging its period of beauty. 

Convolvulus mauritanicus is another 


is quite hardy and easy to grow in light, 
well-drained soil. 

Geranium Wallimianum is a gem among 
Geraniums, and is at its best in August 
and September. The best form of it is 
Buxton's variety, of a deep blue colour, 
but the type is very pretty, too. This 
species likes the shady side of the rock 
garden, and does well either on a retain¬ 
ing wall or on the flat. It is easily raised 
from seed. A very pretty plant for 
autumn, and one that is not often seen, la 
cExothera Arendsi.— This is not really a 
rock plant, but, being just a trifle tender, 
and, moreover, of neat and seml-trailing 
habit, is very suitable for a sheltered spot 
in the rock garden, where its large, pale- 
pink blossoms never fail to attract atten¬ 
tion. The 

Hardy Cyclamens are indispensable for 
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late autumn; indeed, they are among the 
most interesting of all alpine plants, as 
well for their beautiful foliage as for their 
flowers. They like a cool, shady spot, and 
must be in well drained soil with which a 
little lime lias been incorporated. 

Polycon'um vaccinifolium is a very 
useful trailer for the autumn, and I find 
it does best in a not too sunny position. 
It lias numerous little spikes of pink 
flowers in September, and is also valuable 
from the fact that its neat trails of foliage 
take on pleasing shades of crimson late in 
the season. Many varieties of 

Hardy Heaths are quite easy to grow 
even in a suburban garden, provided they 
are given peaty soil or a compost of sandy 
leaf-mould to grow in. Under these con¬ 
ditions our wild Heather, with its white 
and other cultivated forms, will flourish 
and add a great charm to the autumn rock 
garden. 

Erica vaoans (the Cornish Heath) does 
splendidly in my Loudon garden, and is 
crowded with its beautiful blossoms dur¬ 
ing August. Similar conditions suit the 
lovely Erica carueu, though this does not 
flower until winter or early spring. For a 
shady retaining wall or pocket the 

Corvdalis are charming subjects for 
autumn, our native C. lutea being as lovely 
ns any, with its deep-yellow blossoms and 
delicate pale-green foliage, like Maiden¬ 
hair Fern. This is very easy to grow, 
and once established soon seeds about, but 
can easily be kept within bounds, and is, 
in my opinion, quite an indispensable 
plant for a shady position. 

Epilobiuh Dodo.wei is another autumn 
bloomer of quite a different character. 
This dwarf-growing "Willow Herb” likes 
a hot, dry position, and looks very pretty 
when covered with its jiurplisli-crimson 
blossoms. 

Sile.n’e Schafta bears bright rose-pink 
flowers through August, and is readily 
raised from seed and easy to grow. 

Resides the above-mentioned, there are 
the beautiful autumn Crocuses and Colclil- 
eums in different species, as well as many 
of the spring-flowering alpines, which 
either go on blooming at intervals all 
through the season, like Dryas octoiietala 
or Eitliosiiermuru prostratum, or have a 
regular second blooming, like Achillea 
tomentosa, Anemone sylvestris, and 
others, so that, with a little care in selec¬ 
tion, there is no difficulty in having plenty 
of colour in the rock garden from early 
spring until quite late autumn. N. L. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Dianthus Robinsoni.—This and one oc¬ 
casionally seen under the varietal name 
Salmonea are the only mule l’inks known 
to me having the pale pink flowers which 
appear to attract everybody. The shade is 
practically identical with that of the 
erstwhile popular iierpetua 1-flowering 
Carnation Miss Joiiffe, the piiilc just as 
delicate and equally beautiful and refined. 
Unfortunately neither, I fear, is common, 
though a little clump I came across re¬ 
cently in a private garden was quite vigor¬ 
ous. I gave the gardener hints as to 
increasing it, and it will probably be done, 
though only common labour is now avail¬ 
able. It is in sueli circumstances that 
private individuals wlio possess choice 
tilings should pay attention to increasing 
them, otherwise when the Avar is over 
many a good plant may be lost. Just hoav 
any of the mule Pinks are readily in¬ 
creased by heel cuttings, fresh bits stripped 
off and inserted in sandy soil without 
further ado and given close quarters in a 
cold frame for a week or two till rooted.— 
E. J. 
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INDOOR PLANTS. 

THE AMATEUR’S GREENHOUSE. 
There is always a difficulty with the 
amateur s greenhouse where the owner 
has to leave it unattended the greater part 
of the day. Then* is, of course, need for 
additional care if, ns is often the ease, 
there are a few Vines in the structure, the 
inability to afford sufficient air and mois¬ 
ture at a critical time often resulting in 
the practical failure of the crop. If the 
day promises to be hot aDd dry it is n safe 
plan, before leaving, to put on sufficient 
air for the day, also some slight shading 
in the way of blinds unless the glass has 
been treated with a coating of Summer 
Cloud. Naturally, less air will ho re¬ 
quired if the house is partially shaded. 
Floor, wall, and staging should have a 
good damping, and In the case of the 
staging it is preferable that the pots stand 
on something that will hold the moisture 
for a little time. It is advisable that all 
plants susceptible to sun and drying winds 
should be in the coolest and shadiest part 
of the house, especially, as is often the case 
with the amateur’s greenhouse, a fair pro¬ 
portion of 1 lie inmates is often hardy 
plants which do remarkably well and 
afford much pleasure to the owner if thej 
receive the right treatment. Right away 
from early spring until autumn there are 
many of the dwarfer hardy plants, besides 
Ferns, which are very useful for the pur¬ 
pose. I soav the other day, for instance, 
some nice batches of Saxifraga Wallaces, 
Heuehera sanguinea, ami Tufted Pansies, 
which were flowering remarkably well and 
looking very happy in their association. 
The grower had evidently avoided the mis¬ 
take often made Avitli such plants, and had 
brought them along with a total absence of 
coddling. 

There is a great variety of hardy plants 
from which to choose for such a purixise, 
only, of course, for a small house it is only 
the dwarfer ones that are suitable, and of 
those tlie sorts that grow most kindly and 
freely, and flower well without any siieeial 
treatment. Where Vines are grown in 
such structures it may he well to follow the 
advice tendered by a correspondent in a 
recent number and restrict the number of 
bunches to just so many as can be dealt 
with satisfactorily iu the matter of 
thinning. What work is required in the 
x\a.v of stopping, tying, etc., could doubt¬ 
less be done in tbe brief amount of time 
available. E. ]!. S. 

Hardwick. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Cutting down stove plants_With re¬ 

gard to such stove plants as Franeisceas, 
Justicias, Hibiscus, etc., is it better to cut 
them down immediately after flowering— 
say about now—or wait till the spring?— 
J. M. 

I If you wish to cut back (shorten or 
prune them into shape is, avc take it. what 
you really menu) you may, or should, do 
so now ] 

Fuchsias on the greenhouse rcof.—One 

of the many purposes to which Fuchsias 
may be put is to train them on the roof of 
a greenhouse, under which conditions they 
are seen to great advantage. For this 
purpose I prefer the single-flowered kinds 
with medium-sized blossoms, though on 
this point opinions differ. One advantage 
of Fuchsias as roof plants is the fact that 
I hey lose their leaves during the winter, 
and therefore do not obstruct the light 
when it is so essential to the welfare of 
tlie plants underneath. Apart from the 
looser-habited garden varieties, which are 
so suitable for training to rafters, one 


species, Fuchsia dependens, is eminently 
titled for the purpose, especially if the 
structure be a fairly lofty one. In this 
tlie loose clusters of brightly-coloured 
blossoms hang down for a considerable 
distance. Fuchsias are also seen to great 
advantage Avben trained lo tbe supporting 
pillars of a glass structure.—W. T. 

Solanum capsicastrum_A good batch of 

this has been shifted into IS-incli pots to 
he grown on for winter decoration. The 
compost consisted of two-thirds loam, one- 
third leaf-mould, and a small quantity of 
burnt soil and lime-rubble broken to a fine 
condition. Firm potting is requisite for 
these plants if a well-berried condition is 
desired, and the growths must he pinched 
several times to ensure a bushy habit of 
growth. Once this object has been 
attained they may then he allowed to flower 
and fruit. They may at this stage he stood 
outdoors, when a more free set of berries 
will result than if the plants are kept iu 
a pit or frame. Being very free-looting, 
strict attention must be paid to watering, 
and, except when in flower, it is also neces¬ 
sary to keep the foliage well syringed to 
prevent its being preyed upon bv red- 
spider. The plants should be stood in full 
sun upon a bard base covered with ashes.— 
A. IV. 

Achimenes.—The different Achimenes 
are very beautiful flowering plants, and 
keep up a succession of bloom for a con¬ 
siderable time. There is also a wide range 
of colour among them—from white to deep 
purple and crimson, through various inter¬ 
mediate shades. They may he grown in 
pots, or, better still, in deep pans, while 
in suspended baskets they are seen to ail- 
vantage; indeed, they were at one time 
largely treated in this way. After growth 
is completed the soil should he kept dry, 
but not parched up. Then, early in the 
spring, the curious little tubercules must lie 
shaken clear of the old soil and started 
ill some good, light compost with which a 
liberal amount of leaf-mould lias been in¬ 
corporated. Tlie oldest species, A. eoc- 
cinea, which was introduced from Jamaica 
in 1778, is still worth growing for its bright 
scarlet blossoms.—IV. T. 

Cineraria leaves, insects in ( C. C .).— 
Your Cineraria leaves have been attacked 
by tlie Marguerite Daisy-fly, Avhieli bur¬ 
rows in the leaves of these Daisies, Cine¬ 
rarias, and other composite plants, and 
feeds on the inner surface. When many 
leaves are attacked in this way the plants 
are not only rendered unsightly, but they 
also suffer in health. The best way of 
destroying this pest is to cut off the in¬ 
fested leaves and burn them, or, if the 
attack has only just commenced, to pinch 
the leaves where the grubs are. Syringing 
with an insecticide avails little, as this 
would not reach tlie grubs, hut if done at 
the right time it might probably prevent 
tlie flies laying their eggs. 

Lorraine Begonias.—The earliest-struck 
plants should now he shifted into their 
flowering-pots, convenient sizes being those 
(> inches and 7 inches in diameter. In 
these, with good cultivation, very nice, 
useful specimens can be had, which prove 
valuable lor a variety of purposes. The 
plants should be grown on in an inter¬ 
mediate temperature in which a moist 
atmosphere is maintained. An occasional 
vaporising of the house will keep tlie plants 
free from the yellow thrip-like insect, 
which in some gardens is found very 
troublesome. Later-struck batches of 
plants should be potted on before they be¬ 
come pot-bound.—A. II. 

Aralia Veitchi_I do not agree with 

“ Kirk,” in the issue of April 7th, that 
Aralia Veitchi can only be propagated by 
grafting. Nearly eighteen months ago, 
when I was at Dumbleton Hall Gardens, I 
cut back two plants, and from the break I 
took two cuttings with a heel, and inserted 
them in pure yellow sand in a propagating 
case in a Melon house. These rooted and 
tvere potted on.-i+E.I Barker. 
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VEGETABLES. 

THE RAMBLER TOTATO. 

The Rambler is a countryman's term for 
the self-sown or self-planted Potato. In 
the course of digging and preparing ground 
for Potato planting one turns up many 
lul>ers that were missed in the course of 
digging the crop of 1910. It would natur¬ 
ally occur that the Potatoes left in the 
ground would in such a severe winter be 
kilied outright, but such does not always 
happen. Recently I dug up a fairly large 
plot that had been occupied by Cabbages 
for at least sixteen months, and in the 
course of daily cutting the ground would 
naturally have become firm. Despite the 
fact that this plot had been hoed many 
times there remained occasional Rambler 
Potato tubers, and it was found that those 
at -1 inches deep were destroyed by the 
frost, while deeper the tubers remained 
tirm and undamaged. Considering how 
deeply the frost penetrated and how firmly 
the sui-face was frozen it seems almost in¬ 
credible that a Potato tuber should have 
snivivod. In ordinary winters Potato 
tubers have come through undamaged with 
only a covering of an Inch or two of soil. 
There is not much hope for those who left 
Potatoes undug in their gardens or fields 
Last autumn, and one does hear of cases 
where dearth of labour has accounted for 
crops being left undug. 

The dearth of both seed and eating 
Potatoes must give rise to reflections on 
the imrt of those who allowed such things 
to happen. It is said there are many in¬ 
stances of garden-grown Potatoes as well 
as field stocks that were never harvested, 
the latter from stress of weather and the 
shortness of hands. There is certainly no 
excuse for cottagers who have only small 
plots adjacent to their homes leaving the 
tubers in the ground iu these days of high 
cost of living. 

I remember many years ago the late Mr. 
Iggulden, when at Marston House, in 
Somerset, made a imlnt of leaving a small 
portion of his late Potato crop in the 
ground to serve as seed for future plant¬ 
ing. This was in the eighties when Scotch 
Champion was in so much favour. For 
several years this rule was followed, and 1 
do not remember tin instance when failure 
due to frost was recorded. Yet there was 
sufficient frost to make skating possible on 
I he hike close by. Mr. Iggulden used to 
contend that this course provided a- hardy 
and more resistant Potato sot. The Potato 
is a tender subject, yet it is strange that 
i' left sufficiently deep in the ground it can 
enne unscathed through a prolonged period 
of severe weather.— West Wilts. 


VEGETABLES IX THE FLOWER 
GARDEN. 

A heal of nonsense has appeared lately in 
ibe daily papers in the shaiie of advice on 
gardening matters, and the height of ab¬ 
surdity was surely reached in a recent sug¬ 
gestion that utility and beauty might be 
combined by planting flower beds with 
golden Savoys, variegated Kales, and the 
like. I fear such beds would present a 
sorry spectacle after the spell of wintry 
weather experienced this year. It is sel- 
d na green vegetables were so hard hit, 
and in the majority of places there was little 
to be seen except bare stalks and rotten 
leaves. Quite apart from the exceptional 
weather and the wholesale slaughter of 
the Brass-lea family, it seems a pity that 
such absurd suggestions should find pub¬ 
licity. Memory recalls bygone days In the 
flower garden when much was made of 
'floured leaves, and many beds were de¬ 
voted to contrasts between such things as 
tricolor Pelargoniums, Coleus, white Cen- 
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taurea, Altemantheras, I resines, and the 
like. These have been gradually and 
almost entirely ousted to make room for 
easily-grown bright flowers. Surely even 
iu these days oue might make ait effort to 
keep the latter, and not be quite reduced 
to the necessity of filling our flower beds 
with coloured Cabbages. A note recently 
appeared as to many annuals that might 
be utilised at a minimum of labour and 
expense, but where these are not available 
the flower lover generally has a stock of 
hardy plants, and as soon as the ground is 
workable it would not take long to run 
round, taking off a piece here and there 
where they could be spared and filling tip 
small beds or gaps in borders. I am writ¬ 
ing of small gardens. If it is deemed ad¬ 
visable to transform large flower beds and 
holders into vegetable gardens they should 
be planted or sown with the most profit¬ 
able things, preferably root, bulb, or tuber 
vegetables. An object lesson as to the ad¬ 
visability of this Is the very high price 
now obtainable for good samples of some 
of these, notably Onions and Carrots. An 
allotment-holder close by cleared over 
seven pounds from an Onion bed of about 
420 square yards, besides reserving suffi¬ 
cient for home consumption. I noted 
above that the siiell of frost and bitter 
winds has been responsible for tbe whole¬ 
sale slaughter of the Rrassica family, and 
plant life generally has been hard hit. It 
is, of course, too early to form a definite 
idea of the damage done, lmt many things 
have suffered more than for years past. 
I noticed, for instance, that my plants of 
the Mexican Orange-flower (Choisyn 
ternata) and Japanese Honeysuckle, re¬ 
spectively on wall and porch, on a south¬ 
east aspect, that have come safely through 
the last seven winters are very badly cut. 

Hardwick-. E. B. S. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Should Potatoes be earthed up? —Look¬ 
ing up a point in Johnson’s “Gardener’s 
Dictionary” the other day, I was 
astounded to read as follows:—“ The main 
crops (of Potatoes) should not he earthed 
up, for earthing up diminishes the crop 
one fourth.” If this is so, why is so much 
labour wasted every year in doing it? In 
this week’s Gakdexinq I see Mr. W. 
McGuft'og says: “Mainerop sorts have 
been moulded up in tlie course of the 
week.” —Leoge Paulley, M.R.C.S. 

[The opinion expressed in the publica¬ 
tion cited is not in accordance with pre¬ 
sent practice, as it is not only necessary 
to earth-up late or mainerop Potatoes as 
well as early and second early varieties, 
but the omission to do so leads to a diminu¬ 
tion of crop and renders the tubers, on ac¬ 
count of an insufficient protective cover¬ 
ing of soil, more likely to he affected by 
disease.] 

Intercrop. —Let me urge the Importance 
of using every possible foot of ground, 
where it has been properly treated, for the 
production of vegetables. One can hardly 
draw a hard-and-fast line as to how far 
tills may be practised, but I will enumerate 
a few ways by which this may be carried 
out, and which we are now using here. 
Cauliflowers planted in frames at the usual 
distance apart are intercropped with 
Celery. These should be nice plants when 
the Cauliflowers are cleared, and it is in¬ 
tended to use them for early supplies by 
blanching with brown paper. After the 
Cauliflowers are finished we shall again 
hoi>e to use the space for either Carrots, 
Globe Beet, or Lettuce. Radishes are also 
growing lit the same pit. We are planting 
Celery in the alleys of our Asparagus-beds. 
This should do well there, and is easily 
blanched as before mentioned. Later on 
the growths of the Asparagus can easily be 
kept away from the Celery plants. Let¬ 


tuce is being grown ou Celery ridges; 
Radishes and Spinach between Peas, 
which will in their turn be followed by 
winter Greens; Cauliflowers and Cole- 
worts will he planted between rows of 
winter Onions; Leeks and winter Greens 
between crops of early Cauliflowers, etc.— 
Tlic Garden. 

The amateur's Cucumber frame.— Lack 
of attention, resulting in a very close, arid 
atmosphere, is fatal to the well-being of 
the plants, so it is advisable to put on a 
fair supply of air early in the clay and 
sufficient shading to prevent scorching if 
likely to be bright and hot. Any necessary 
watering may he done in the evening, as 
morning watering, if not carefully done, is 
apt to leave the foliage wet and he fol¬ 
lowed by scorching. In the early stages 
of growth it is advisable to damp all soil 
and wood thoroughly during hot weather, 
a cool, moist atmosphere being essential 
towards keeping in check red spider, pro¬ 
bably tbe worst enemy with which the 
grower has to deal. The test variety for 
the amateur to grow is one of the Hochford 
Market Favourite tyjie. It is a hardy sort, 
of short, stocky habit, and more easily 
kept in hand than those of long, straggling 
growth, besides being very prolific. The 
great point is to keep the growth con¬ 
stantly and regularly thinned. It' allowed 
to get into a thick mass the amount of 
cutting away necessary to rejuvenate the 
plants Is apt to cause gumming and canker, 
especially if a cold spell follows the 
cutting out. It may also be advisable to 
give it hint against a too lavish use of 
stimulants, whether in iwwder or liquid 
form. They are useful in helping to swell 
off a heavy crop quickly, but, if too freely 
used when there Is little growth or fruit, 
are apt to give the foliage a yellow, sickly 
apiiearance, ending in the collapse of the 
plants.—E. 15. S., Hardwick. 

Herbs. —The past winter has been re¬ 
sponsible for heavy losses in the herb 
garden. Old plants of Thyme iu the 
majority of cases look very seedy, and a 
sowing should be made at owe iu a pre¬ 
pared bed, unless, as often happens, 
batches of self-sown seedlings are found 
beneath the dead foliage and can he trans¬ 
planted to other quarters. Y'oung plants, 
or, rather, young rooted growths, will 
often bo found at the base of old, appar¬ 
ently dead stools of Sage. These growths 
can be severed from the parent and a new 
plantation formed. Mention made lately 
of good bee plants, reminds one of a herb 
that is a special favourite of Bees— 
Borage, of which a sowing can be made at 
any time. As it is one of the strongest of 
the herbs, extra room may be given. A 
small sowing may lie made of Sweet and 
Bush Basil and Sweet Marjoram where 
these are required, and young growths of 
pot Marjoram, also Chives and Tarragon, 
the lal.ler two often in great request.— 
E. B. S. 

Bottles for fruit and vegetables.— The 

Food Production Department has arranged 
with the Ministry of Munitions of War to 
supply glass jars for preserving fruit and 
vegetables. The price of the bottles is 
52s. per gross delivered to the nearest rail¬ 
way station. Orders must be for not less 
than 100 dozen, and preferably for 400 
dozen (one truckload). The requirements 
of every district must be ascertained by a 
responsible authority and submitted col¬ 
lectively. Only one order can be accepted 
from a locality; the orders of private in¬ 
dividuals cannot to accepted. The De¬ 
partment will shortly be in a position to 
meet demands to the extent of 2,000 gross 
jars per, week. For further particulars 
apply to The Director-General, Food Pro¬ 
duction Department, 72, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W. 1. ,rollr 
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BEES. 


BEES AND THE LAW. 

In addition to July being the last month 
in which bees gather surplus honey, it is 
also that In which bees work their hardest. 
Therefore the largest amount of honey is 
usually produced during July as compared 
with May and June, the other honey- 
producing mouths—Heather honey ex¬ 
cepted. The reason seems to he that all 
through July there is a great abundance 
of wild flowers and Clovers, both of which 
are followed by the Lime blossom, an ex¬ 
cellent yielder of nectar. Clovers and 
lames this year, in the Midlands, are 
earlier than usual, and are nearly over 
now (July 16th). Bee-keepers should not 
be exercised by their bees “ hanging out ” 
in the second half of July. What, earlier, 
would betoken swarming, now generally 
shows a glut in honey production, and the 
bee-keeiier should extract and return a 
few frames. Crates of sections, however, 
should be removed as soon as tilled, in 
order to preserve their whiteness for the 
table. Bees walking over them cause dis¬ 
colouration. During the first two weeks 
in August all crates should be taken off, 
as well as excluders. 

There are one or two regulations and 
laws about bees which are both interest¬ 
ing and uuiijue. It is a fact that bees are 
tile only living creatures which are allowed 
to go by letter or Parcel Post without 
special permission of the Postmastcr- 
Geueral. The only condition is that they 
be sent in suitable cases, and so packed 
as to avoid all risk'of injury to officers of 
the Post Office, or to other packets. Jt is 
seldom that any but a solitary queen bee 
would need to lie sent by post, this being 
s|ieedier than by rail. Hallway transit is 
more convenient in several ways for 
stocks or swarms. 

Again, English law has wisely utilised 
the almost superstitious old custom of 
“tanging the swaiming boos,” which iL 
accepts as sufficient evidence of owner¬ 
ship. Certainly the din of banging trays, 


to protect their fellows from danger from 
their bees. For instance, if A has stocks 
of bees near a public path or highway, and 
It, a passer-by, is stung, A must pay 
damages if B can prove that A’s bees did 
the mischief. A curious fact in this con¬ 
nection is that this law will punish A, 
even if B has foolishly brought the harm 
upon himself by, say, throwing missiles 
at the bee-liives and angering their occu¬ 
pants. This seems illogical and unfair, 
and would not, surely, hold good in all 
cases. Because of this law, if for no other 
reason, hives should he placed well back 
from a public road, or have a high hedge 
between them and the pathway. This will 
ccmi>el the bees to fly above the heads of 
liasscrs-by. The B.B.K.A. has a simple 
insurance scheme to indemnify owners of 
bees against liability to third parties for 
danger to persons or property occasioned 
by bees. A minimum premium of ltd. 
annually for uine stocks covers any claims 
lip to £30. B. It. H. 


Bees In the garden.— The shortage of 
sugar and the high price of bec-eaiul.v are 
having one good effect. Last year there 
were no bees to be seen in my garden or 
orchard. This year I saw n few among 
the Snowdrops that grow in the orchard, 
and when the Arabia covering an old 
water-butt stand showed its first white 
blooms two bees visited it. To-day it is a 
mass of white blossom and the air is full 
of the hum of busy bees crowding the 
blooms. Their hind legs are covered with 
pollen, and they are very busy; while in 
tile Gooseberry-bushes I lie hum is inces¬ 
sant. Not for years have 1 seen so many 
liees ns now gather honey from my bushes. 
The nearest bees are kept at least a mile 
away, so that the little creatures must 
have plenty of exercise and work to secure 
the honey harvest. Perhaps the shortage 
of sugar may result in stronger and 
healthier bees in the future.- II. T. O. 


THE WEEK’8 WORK. 


cans, kettles, etc., would tend to assemble 
useful witnesses of the rightful owner 
being on the track of his swarm. The 
" tanging” and ringing of bells at swarm¬ 
ing time have no effect whatever -upon in¬ 
fluencing the bees to settle. This has been 
established, I believe, although the custom 
dies hard. It is said to have existed in 
Greece more than 2,000 years ago. Virgil, 
professedly following a Greek original, 
siieaks definitely of the game practice in 
bis Georgies, Bk. IV., written in the year 
33 b.c. or thereabouts:— 

Hint- uhi jam emissum caveis ad 
sidera coeli 

Naro i>er arstatem liipiidam suspexeris 
ngtuen, 

* * * * 

Tinnitusque cie, et Matris quate 
eymbnln eirctim. 

[“Therefore, when you observe the 
mass, just sent out from the hives, to 
soar towards the heights of heaven, 
through the calm summer air, make ring¬ 
ing noises and rattle the cymbals of the 
mother (of the gods) round about.”] 

In English law, too, the bee-master has 
the right to go on to other people's land 
ami property—in a sensible manner, of 
course—in order to follow and secure his 
swarm. The bee-owner is protected by 
law against another person who, because 
it is on his property, either seizes or pre¬ 
vents the owner from taking away his 
swarm. But the owner must keep his 
swarm in sight. “Tanging” is accepted 
as good evidence of this. Bee-keepers 
must, howev^rpjbserve certijinjwceautions 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

I \ bt-oom Jui.v 17th.— Ceanothus (in 
variety). Escatlonias i in variety), Deutzias 
iiii variety), M’eigelas (in variety), hardy 
Fuchsias (in variety), Cutalya bignoni- 
oidcs, Rhus (in variety), Spartil/m jun- 
reinn, shrubby Veronicas (in variety), 
Bcrberis Wilsoni, Tetter in m frnticans, 
Hydrangeas, Andromedas, Nan din a domes- 
tica, Calycanthus florid us, liobinias, Indi- 
gofera Oerardiitna, Ononis fruticosa, 
Cist ns (in variety), Colutea arborescens, 
Solatium crisyunt, Honeysuckles (in 
variety), Clematis (in variety). Jusminum 
officinale, Qrevillea sulphurea, Roses 
(many species and varieties). Actinidia 
aryuta, Polygonum baldschuanicum, 
Abclia rupestris, Olearias (in variety), 
Yuccas (in variety), Hypericums (in 
variety), Styrax japonicunt, Hcdysarum 
multijugum, Daphnes, Antorpha, fruti- 
cosa, Romncya Coitileri^Eremurus Bungei, 
Trilomas, Ostrotcskia magitifica, Liliums 
(in variety), Cltrysogonum virginiatuttn, 
Lavender (in variety), Ericas (in variety), 
Hyucintlius candicans, Anchusas (in 
variety), Morina longifolia, Herbaceous 
Phlox (in variety), CEnotberas (in variety), 
Oalcga Hartlandi, Chrysanthemum •maxi¬ 
mum (in variety), Eryngium alpinum, E. 
Olivcrianum, Lapins (in variety), Eclil- 
nops ruthenicus, Funkias (in variety), 
Achitleas (in variety), Canterbury Hells, 
Mcconopsis (in variety), Vcratrum nigrum, 
Yerbaseums (in variety), Alstreemerias, 
Campanulas (dwarf and tall, in variety), 
Delphiniums (in variety), Centaurcas (in 
variety), Lobelia cardinalis, Gcums (in 
variety), Incarvillea Delarayi, Mertensia 
echioides, Lythruin roscam, Senecio 
japonica, 8. Clivorum, Lysimavhias, Soli- 
dagos, Epilobinm pedunculare, Hemerp- 


ealtis (in variety), Iris Ktrmpferi, I. nnrea, 
I. ochroleuca, Cyperus longus. Ranun¬ 
culus Lingua, Sagittarius, Aponogcton 
spathaceum. Nymph was (in variety), Ero- 
diums (in variety), Omphalodes cappa- 
doeica, O. Luciliw, Phacelia campanularia, 
Nemophilas (in variety), Anthcrieums, 
Tufted Pansies (in variety), Antirrhinums. 
Platystemon californicum, Potentillas (in 
variety). Astragalus monspessulanus, 
Dryas octopetala, Androsaces (itv variety), 
Dianthus (in variety), Oypsophilas (in 
variety), Erinus alpinus. Lychnis tin 
variety), Houstonia caerutea, Antennarias 
(in variety), llamondia pyrenaica. Con¬ 
volvulus mauritanieus, dwarf Veronicas 
(in variety), Lithospenman prostralurn 
Heavenly Blue, Saxifrdga Cotyledon, S. 
longifolia, Scdums (in variety), Silent: 
acauiis, S. maritima ft.-pi., Scmpcrvinuns 
(in variety), Acantholimon glumaceum, 
Parochetus communis, Seabiosa parnassia, 
Sayina glabra, Santolinas (in variety). 
Statice (in variety), Onosinas, Saponarias, 
Ilclianthcmums (in variety), Periwinkles 
(in variety). 

The week’s work. —Much time is now 
taken up in keeping the beds and borders 
tidy. Hoses should have all faded flowers 
removed as soon as possible. Where there 
are no flower buds on the stem it should 
he cut off to the first good hud below the 
flower. If dry, give copious supplies of 
water and a little guano, and the second 
blooming will be almost as good as the 
first. The time for 

BuniuN'ci Roses must depend on the con¬ 
dition of the stocks and on the season, but, 
as a rule, the next fortnight will be found 
suitable. Showery weather is favourable 
for Rose budding, and should the weather, 
after the buds are inserted, he hot and dry 
they must lie frequently sprayed. Roses 
are propagated readily from cuttings, a 
great many varieties succeeding best on 
their own roots. The shoots root well in 
an old spent hotbed, and should fie shaded 
from bright sunshine. As soon as the 
flowers on the lower half of the spikes of 
Lavender arc expanded the inflorescence:: 
should bo harvested. The flowers must be 
perfectly drv when they aro gathered or 
they w ill become mildewed ; and for the 
same reason they should lie tied into small 
bunches. The Lavender forms a good low 
hedge, and when so used the best time to 
perform any necessary pruning is imme¬ 
diately after the flowering is over. This 
will allow sufficient time for the new 
growths to become hardened before winter 
sets in. F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford-Hall Gardens, Dandle, Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Vegetable Marrows. —These should re¬ 
ceive every assistance at the roots in the 
shape of liberal supplies of liquid manure, 
and the fruits should lie-cut directly they 
are large enough for use. Nothing is 
more exhausting to these plants than 
allowing them to become dry at the roots 
and burdened with fruit alter it has 
attained a useable size. 

Shallots and Garlic. —These should be 
lifted and laid out to dry on mats, 
shutters, or a hard footpath. When 
thoroughly dry and mature store in a cool, 
dry place. 

Autumn-sown Onions _As soon as the 

bulbs are fully grown pull and lay- them out 
on the top of the' ground, or if the latter 
is urgently needed for cropping, on a foot¬ 
path or similar place where drying can In- 
completed. It is necessary to facilitate 
matters to turn them over every few days. 
When the tops have dried off and the bulbs 
quite dry remove them to the Onion store. 
If the bulbs are thoroughly mature and the 
harvesting effected under favourable con¬ 
ditions they will keep in a perfectly cool 
place or store for some considerable time. 

Shorthorn Carrots _A good sowing 

should now taka place to supply roots for 
winter use. When forthcoming, they are, 
on account of their superior flavour, pre- 
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ferred to the long-rooted kinds. A border, 
on account of its being sheltered and more 
convenient to. cover down in the event of 
severe weather setting in during the 
winter, is, if at liberty, more suitable than 
a piece of ground in the open. Nantes, 
Model, and Gem are all suitable kinds to 
sow now. 

Globe Beet. —Another good sowing of 
this should be made either in the open or 
on a border. The roots will come in useful 
for early winter use. Another sowing can 
l>e made next-month. The roots in this 
case will stand out if necessary through 
the winter like Shorthorn Carrots. 

Parsley. —As in many instances there 
will be a good many large pots—10 inches 
and 12 inches in diameter at liberty—it 
would be a good plan to iill a number of 
them with rich soil and sow Paisley in 
them for winter gathering. The pots can 
lie accommodated in a Peach-house or 
similar structure, but will not need to be 
moved under cover until wintry weather 
sets in. If not done as advised recently, 
a good sowing should he made outdoors on 
a border, and in the open. 

Endive. —This should he sown in quan¬ 
tity to provide an abundant supply for tlie 
autumn. Both the Green Curled and 
Batavian should be grown, especially the 
latter, as it remains in good condition and 
is less susceptible to the vicissitudes of 
autumnal weather than the former. Full- 
grown plants resulting from the earliest 
sowing should be covered down with pans, 
hoards, or slates in regard to the Green 
Curled variety, hut the Batavian should he 
tied up like a Lettuce. 

Late Peas. —These should be well looked 
after and ho moulded and staked directly 
iher are in need of such attention. Ilows 
of plants in a more advanced condition 
should be mulched and watered in dry 
weather and also given an occasional soak¬ 
ing of liquid-manure if it can he spared. 
Bows on which the pods are fast develop¬ 
ing should be protected from the ravages 
of sparrows by hanging old nets over the 
sticks. Those who care to risk it, may 
make another sowing of seed, selecting 
earlv varieties which do not grow to any 
great height, such as Ideal, foe-instance. 

Spring Cabbage.—Thosc desirous of hav¬ 
ing nice compact little heads for cutting 
early next season should sow seed of such 
kinds as Harbinger, April, Flower of 
Spring, and Ellam’s Early towards the end 
of the present month. On or about the 
2Sth is the date which has been found to 
give the best results, and the ground where 
the seed is to be sown should accordingly 
be prepared forthwith. A little lime and 
some wood aslies should be worked into 
the soil as well as some well-rotted manure. 
The seed is best sown in drills drawn 1 foot 
apart. 

Mushrooms _If an early start is con¬ 

templated and the bed is to he made up 
in tlie Mushroom-house, the collecting and 
getting together of the requisite quantity 
of manure must he the first consideration. 
This is not easy to obtain, hence the neces¬ 
sity for making a start in this direction 
without further delay. The cleansing of 
the house should he done before the bed is 
put in. It always pays to do this 
thoroughly, as the Musliroom-house is 
always a' favourite haunt for woodlice, 
while fungus germs are often present. 
After cleaning out the old beds and brush¬ 
ing down the walls, etc., fumigate the in¬ 
terior with sulphur. An old bucket partly 
filled with red hot coal, on which flowers of 
sulphur should he cast provides the best 
means of carrying this into effect. After 
an hour or so'the door and windows may 
lie opened, and then the white-washing of 
brickwork, etc., may he done. 

Winter Tomatoes. —Where these are 
grown during the winter seed should be 
sewn to supply the required number of 
plants, or cuttings may be put in instead. 
Some growers prefer the cuttings to seed¬ 
lings for winter worly -> . 
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Fruit thinning. —Heavily-laden trees of 
Apples and Pears should he thinned before 
the fruits get too far advanced, leaving, 
of course, the best as regards size and 
situation, so that they may be exposed to 
the full influence of sunshine. As fast as 
the earlier varieties of Peaches finish ston¬ 
ing perform whatever thinning is neces¬ 
sary, leaving no more on a tree to mature 
than is customary under glass. Feeding 
at the roots and applying a mulch to the 
alley are other matters also needing atten¬ 
tion. Apricots now swelling apace should 
he frequently examined, placing traps 
for woodlice if these insects are found to 
he spoiling them by eating holes at the 
base of the fruits. 

Pelargoniums. —The late-flowering batch 
of plants which have now ceased blooming 
should he placed outdoors in full sun to 
enable the wood to get thoroughly ripened. 
-Those so treated some weeks ago are now 
ready for cutting back hard preparatary 
to placing them in a co]d pit to bleak and 
form new growths. This will afford an op¬ 
portunity to work up a fresh stock of 
plants if such is needed, as the well 
ripened growths are the best of material 
from which to make cuttings. These may 
he inserted singly in small 60-sized pots or 
dibbled in round'the edges of pots 6 inches 
in diameter. On a shelf in a greenhouse 
or a cold pit they will, if well looked after, 
soon root. 

Eupatoriums. —Recently-struck cuttings 
of such varieties as E. riparium, E. ver- 
nale, and E. Weinmannianum should he 
potted off and grown on close up to the 
glass to keep the plants dwarf and sturdy. 
As soon as the roots get to work in the com¬ 
post pinch out the points of the plants to 
induce them to break. A further lot of 
cuttings of E. vernale should he put in to 
strike if plants are required to bloom about 
Easter next season. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Peaches and Nectarines on a south wall 
have finished stoning, and the final thin¬ 
ning has been carried out, leaving a well- 
balanced crop over the whole of the trees. 
It is now necessary to keep the shoots 
neatly fastened to the wall, exposing the 
fruits to the sunshine as much as possible. 
This should he done at the commencement 
of the season, for if allowed to he shaded 
till quite large and then suddenly exposed 
to the hot sun both Peaches and Nectarines 
are apt to become injured by scalding. 
The trees will now require large quantities 
of water, and will also he afforded occa¬ 
sional soakings of diluted manure-water 
from the farmyard. The surface-soil is 
carefully stirred after watering and the 
mulching replaced. Syringing is practised 
in the afternoons of hot days to Keep the 
fruit and foliage clean. If red-spider ap¬ 
pears, the trees should be sprayed with an 
insecticide at once and the spraying re¬ 
peated at convenient intervals until the 
pest is exterminated. 

Apricots. —The fruits are now swelling 
fast. M lien the foliage is dense about the 
fruits remove a few of the leaves, but not 
so as to fuliv expose the fruits, as these 
ripen better and are finer generally when 
shaded with a little foliage. A sharp look 
out should he kept for woodlice, as these 
often damage the best fruits. Syringe the 
foliage two or three times a week before 
the fruits ripen, in order to keep down 
insect pests. 

Strawberries. —As soon as the fruit has 
been cleared from established beds cut off 
the runners and remove all rubbish and 
litter from the rows, stir the surface of 
the soil with the flat hoe to destroy weeds, 
and loosen the ground. No time should be 
lost in preparing the ground for new beds. 
It should he trenched or double dug, in¬ 
corporating a liberal amount of manure 
between tlie two spits. The ground should 
he made firm by treading before planting. 
Runners may be planted as soon as well 
rooted, a suitable distance being 2 feet 


between the rows, and 1 foot apart in the 
rows. In the following season after the 
fruits have been gathered every alternate 
plant should be removed. When planting, 
make the soil about the plants very firm, 
and leave a small hollow in the soil around 
each plant, so that water can be conveni¬ 
ently applied to the roots. 

Late Vines. —Continue to apply liquid 
and artificial manures to the borders as 
often as necessary. The Grapes swell con¬ 
siderably during the colouring period, and 
derive much benefit from such applications 
of manure. Maintain a moist, genial 
atmosphere with free ventilation when¬ 
ever the weather is favourable. Keep a 
little heat in the hot-water pipes during 
cold or damp weather to prevent a cold, 
stagnant atmosphere. 

Brussels Sprouts _Strong, established 

plants should be well earthed up, and the 
soil made very firm about them to pre¬ 
vent tlie wind blowing them about. The 
recent showery weather has been ideal for 
getting 

Winter Greens planted and established. 
Any which have been placed between the 
rows of Potatoes will need exposing to the 
light and air bv bending down the haulm of 
the Potatoes about them. Savoys, Broc¬ 
coli, and Kales may still be planted on any 
available ground. These late plantings 
frequently endure a severe winter much 
better than earlier-set-out plants. It is a 
good plan to plant very late Savoys on a 
south border which has been well manured. 
These are far more useful vegetables for 
autumn and early winter than Coleworts; 
consequently, large breadths should lie 
planted on ground which has been liberally 
manured and deeply worked. Plant them 
12 inches apart each way, and make two 
or three plantings at least to allow for a 
succession. A good breadth of 

Turnips should be sown now for use dur¬ 
ing late autumn and winter. Soil that 
was well manured for some previous crop 
will be most suitable for this sowing. It 
the ground is dry, the drills should he 
thoroughly soaked with water oil the after¬ 
noon previous to sowing the seed. This 1S 
much better than watering the bed after 
the seed has lieen sown. When the young 
plants can he seen above the ground con¬ 
stant attention must he given to dusting 
them with sifted wood ashes in the early 
morning while the dew is still upon the 
plants. Keep the Dutch hoe at work be¬ 
tween the rows or Turnip-fly may prove 
troublesome. This is the most important 
sowing of Turnips during the whole year, 
as the winter supply depends upon it. 
When the plants are large enough to 
handle they should be thinned to 9 inches 
from plant to plant, as good roots form 
more quickly if given plenty of room be¬ 
tween the plants. Red Globe, Man¬ 
chester Green Top, and Golden Ball are 
good varieties for furnishing a winter 
supply. 

The Celery-fly has teen very trouble¬ 
some in this locality, and only by constant 
hand-picking and frequent applications of 
soot has the crop been able to make any 
headway. Probably the worst time for 
this is now over, but it may cause annoy¬ 
ance again in the autumn. The earliest 
plants are now large enough for earthing 
up. Before doing this it is necessary to 
see that the plants are in a moist condi¬ 
tion at the roots, and that the top growths 
aro thoroughlv dry. Earth applied about 
the stems when the latter are wet is bank’ 
to set up damping in the plants. The 
earthing up is most important, as the crop 
is liable to he ruined if the work is per¬ 
formed in a careless manner. Place the 
leaves in their proper position, and grasp 
them with the left hand, and with the 
right draw' the soil well up and around the 
plant, at the same time pressing it. well. 
After each plant has teen treated in this 
manner fill up the trench w'ith soil to the 
level of that placed about the plants with 
the hand. Earthing up should be done 
gradually and at intervals of about ten 
davs, but the progress of the plants should 
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be the best guide as to when more soil is 
necessary. 

Celeriac or Turnip-rooted Celery must be 
given frequent waterings during times of 
drought. Remove the short outer leaves 
or any side shoots that may appear, also 
any unnecessary roots that develop to¬ 
wards the base of the stem. Do this at 
intervals of from three weeks to a month. 

Vegetable Marrows are now growing 
fast, and require frequent attention, or 
too many shoots will appear and get en¬ 
tangled. The fruits, whether required for 
use or not, should be gathered when still 
young rather than be permitted to grow 
large and thus check production. When 
water is required, if practicable, alford 
weak manure water. 

F. W. Gallop. 


SCOTLAND. 

Carnations. —Grow ths will be later than 
usual in being ready for layering, but as 
much of this work as possible should be 
done during July. Mounds of sandy or 
gritty soil ought to be placed round the 
parent plants into which the layers should 
be pegged. Many may find the ordinary 
zinc pegs scarcer and more expensive than 
formerly, but excellent substitutes may be 
cut by the hundred from the stems of 
Bracken in neighbourhoods where that 
grows. Long hair-pins can also be uti¬ 
lised. Should the weather be dry, let the 
layers be watered, for it is vain to expect 
the layers to root in hot and dry mounds. 
The watering ought to he continued as 
needful till growth is assured. 

Budding. —If it is intended to bud any 
Roses on standard Briers the work may 
now be undertaken as soon as the bark 
runs freely. This is generally found to be 
during showery weather. If budding is 
only done in limited numbers, it will be 
found more satisfactory if the work is done 
in the early morning. When dwarf Briers 
are used the operation is more easily per¬ 
formed, as by scraping away the soil at 
the base, damp, easily workable bails can 
be found at any time now. 

Nets. —Some time lias been spent in 
getting nets into position over fruits 
which arc not permanently protected. All 
nets ore neatly mended during the winter. 
Care is taken to leave as few loop-holes 
for birds as possible, but even when all 
possible care is taken fruit-eating birds 
may effect an entrance, and if not cleared 
out very soon do much damage. 

Heating apparatus. — Following the 
usual practice at midsummer when fire 
heat can be dispensed with, the heating 
apparatus lias been overhauled. This 
ought to bo regularly done, not only for 
the sake of economising the coal bill, but 
for the purpose of having any defect 
remedied or repairs effected before winter 
conies again. Run the water off boilers 
and pipes, so as to clear out any sediment 
which may have accumulated, and refill 
with rain-water, if possible, in districts 
in which pipe water is known to contain 
lime. Saddle boilers should have a screw- 
plug in the side in older that sediment call 
be run out. Let all valves and connections 
be inspected and tested as refilling goes on : 
and clean out the soot from Hues and 
chimneys. Scrape the chimney-pots on 
the inside, as soot is apt to harden there 
and give trouble. When everything is 
cleaned run the heat through the pipes at 
once, in order to sec that nothing has been 
overlooked. The annual—or where pos¬ 
sible the half-yearly—cleaning of uhe beat¬ 
ing apparatus results in a saving of coal 
or of coke, a fact not to be lost sight of 
when fuel is increasingly expensive and 
more difficult to obtain. 


Winter-flowering plants _Such things 

ns Salvias of different kinds intended for 
late autumn and early winter flowering,and 
which are planted out at present, require 
to be given a little encouragement during 
dry weather in the way of watering. 
Grown in this wav Salvias give but little 
trouble. A considerable quantity of late- 
struck cuttings of-Shrysantbemiinis grown 
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on the same principle is always useful, and 
entails but little work. Kupatoriums, too, 
do best when planted out. Young plants 
from cuttings struck in April, or old 
pieces cut back at that time, have now 
broken away well, after their first pinch¬ 
ing. These will make capital stuff, which 
will bloom freely in a cool house after the 
bulk of the Chrysanthemums is over. The 
berried Solanuihs are not so often met 
with now as was at one time the case. If 
a succession be desired, one half of the 
batch may be planted out and the other 
grown along in pots. The latter will berry 
first. It is advisable to keep them in a 
cold frame from which the sashes have 
been removed. Any good pieces of such 
things as Hoteia japonica, Solomon’s Seal, 
or Dielytra spectabilis should be marked 
for forcing at this time. 

Chrysanthemums.— Staking in the case 
of Chrysanthemums in pots is being 
attended to as time permits. Now is the 
time to keep a close watch on me tips of 
the shoots for earwigs, which are much 
more in evidence during some seasons than 
others, and this is one of their plentiful 
years. A pinch of Tobacco powder in the 
tips not only acts as a deterrent, but gets 
rid of any aphis which may be present. 
The plants are now ready for top-dressing, 
and this will be attended to shortly. 
After hot and sunny days the foliage may 
advantageously be hosed lightly, but I am 
no advocate for using tfte liose for water¬ 
ing the plants. The watering-can is better 
in every way; and a showery time, indeed 
even a wet day on which much rain falls, 
ought not to be trusted to supply mois¬ 
ture sufficient for the needs of a well- 
looted plant. The vigorous foliage forms 
a water shed for the rain, and throws 
most of it clear of the pots altogether. 

Liliums. —When any of the Liliums, such 
as L. auratum or the L. spcciosum group, 
are needed for decoration in a cut state, 
or for house work in the pots in which they 
are grown, the stamens of the bloom's 
ought always to be removed before the 
pollen is ripe or the petals will be too much 
stained to be of much use. Plants now 
approaching the flowering stage should be 
assisted with weak doses of liquid or of 
chemical manure in solution. If when 
Liliums are in bloom they can be given a 
slight shade their period of effectiveness is 
considerably prolonged. 

Gooseberries. —As has been previously 
indicated, the crop ol : Gooseberries is very 
heavy. Some relief has been afforded to 
the most overladen of the bushes by pick¬ 
ing a proportion of their crops for bottling. 
While \\ hinham’s Industry is, perhaps, 
the Gooseberry most suitable for this pur¬ 
pose—that is, of course, from a cropping 
point of view—yet all Gooseberries in a 
green state bottle equally well, and as far 
as possible the bottles were filled with a 
single variety. There is generally a 
larger demand for fruit for stewing, etc., 
than has been the case during the present 
season, owing to the sugar scarcity, so that 
the bushes have been rather strained until 
now. 

Celery. — Late Celery may now be 
planted. It is not wise to defer this too 
long, but should the soil in the trenches 
be baked and dry it may be as well to delay 
for a week or ten days. Red varieties, 
such as Major Clarke’s Red and Standard 
Bearer, are good varieties for late use. 
September is apt to try late Celery if it 
be a dry season, so in its carlv stages this 
crop ought to be encouraged in all pos¬ 
sible ways, so that it may have vigour to 
resist drought at the time mentioned. A 
little soil may with advantage be drawn up 
to the stems of the earliest plants. 

Cauliflowers. —More Cauliflowers may be 
got out for autumn work, Eclipse, Autumn 
Giant, and AT alcheren being desirable 
kinds. A'eitch’s Self-protecting Broccoli, 
il planted at the same time makes a good 
succession to these Cauliflowers, although 
in some seasons I have had ic ready for 
cutting in advance of Autumn Giant. 

W. McGuffoc. 

liatmac Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

July 17th, 1917. 

As the National Rose Society and the 
Southern Section of the National Carna¬ 
tion and Picotee Society were each holding 
exhibitions In conjunction with the above, 
there was a very full meeting. Roses 
were well to the fore, the leading growers, 
in addition to staging new seedling varie¬ 
ties for certificates, putting up imposing 
banks of flowers. Sweet Peas, and veget¬ 
ables, too, were superbly shown. Hardy 
flowers were less freely shown, though a 
collection of Delphiniums from Bath 
merited all praise. Tuberous Begonias 
from the same source were magnificent. 
Orchids were represented by two collec¬ 
tions. 

SWEET PEAS. 

The outstanding exhibit of these, and 
which deservedly gained a Gold Medal, 
was that from Mr. A\\ H. Holloway, Port 
Hill, Shrewsbury, and rarely have these 
popular flowers been seen in greater excel¬ 
lence or more imposing array. AA'eil 
staged, too, they appeared to advantage. 
Freshness and good colour characterised 
the whole, a weak vase or faulty blooms 
being practically non-existent. From 
out of a big collection we made the 
following selection :— John Foster (salmon 
and orange), Jean Ireland (a lovely cream, 
touched with pink). Lord Fisher (maroon). 
Victory (perhaps the best of the lavender 
shades), Charity (crimson), Adelaide (a 
combination of violet and purple), Hope 
(cerise-scarlet), and Beryl (a clear salmon 
self). Another excellent collection was 
staged by Messrs. Piper, Ivory King, 
Warrior, Lord Fisher, Constance Acornb, 
Crimson Queen, Prince Albert (salmon on 
cream ground, very beautiful), Victory 
(pole lavender), and General Townsend 
(mauve, very fine) being among the best. 

ROSES. 

As befitted the occasion, there were 
Roses everywhere, the great banks of 
flowers, as also the novelties—which we 
ho]ie to refer to iu a subsequent issue— 
a constant source of attraction. Lamia, 
H.T. (apricot-orange) and Tim Page (Per- 
lietiana of golden lute) from Mr. W. Easlea 
were pretty. A more imposing array came 
from Mr. Elisha Hicks, whose Red Letter 
Day was the most brilliant coloured 
variety of the meeting. The semi-double 
pink Queen of the Belgians was also an 
attraction, the soft shade and the large- 
eupped blossoms both appealing strongly. 
Ophelia was line. Princess Mary was very 
brilliant, and Iona Herdman quite rich 
among the yellows. American Pillar was 
a centre of attraction in a group from 
Messrs. R. Harkness and Co., who showed 
this fine single pillar Rose more impos¬ 
ingly than we ever remember it. The new 
white Florence Forrester, one of the 
largest yet raised, and Duchess of West¬ 
minster (pink) were others of note in a 
group fronted by a great variety in boxes. 
Waltham Scarlet (single) and the new 
AA'alter C. Clark (rich crimson-scarlet, with 
a powerful fragrance) were the best things 
shown by Messrs. W. Paul and Son. apart 
from Mermaid, which was given a certifi¬ 
cate of Merit. Red Letter Day, Sovereign 
(an orange-coloured Pernetiana), mid 
Golden Ophelia were some good things in 
a nice lot from Messrs. B. R. Cant and 
Sons, who also showed the pure white 
British Queen. In that from Messrs. 
Frank Cant and Co., II. E. Richardson 
(dark velvety maroon), Mrs. C. E. Pear¬ 
son (a refined apricot-orange shaded 
salmon), Mrs. Amy Hammond (ivory 
tinted flesh), Cliatequ do Clos Vougeot 
(very dark), and Iho rich cream-coloured 
FiriTe von GoUesberg were good. 
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HARDY PLANTS. 

The Alder River Nursery, Iver Heath, 
showed some choice and well-grown Lilies 
in groups in pots, two of the more notable 
being L. Browui (true) and the newer L. 
regale (both excellent). In addition to 
these was the brilliant, graceful, and free- 
lloweraig Y\ illmottae, which, carrying 
wonderful heads of bloom renders it dis¬ 
tinct from all. The very dark flowered L. 
dulmaticum Humboldt! ningnificum and a 
towering shaft of L. glganteum were also 
remarked. Dark-leaved Ac-ers formed a 
good background. In Mr. ltcutlie’s group 
Lillian clialcedojticum Heldreichi maeu- 
L'ltuui and L. Mnrtngon dalmaticum were 
noted together with the not-often-seen 
l’oineiaua Gilliesi, the golden-flowered 
Ononis natrix, Coriaria japonica, and a 
set of tlie newer varieties of Erica einerea 
in rose, white, and crimson. Exception¬ 
ally good Delphiniums were staged by 
Messrs. Hlnekmore and Langdon, Lizzie 
Van Veen (Cambridge blue), Harry 
Kmetha in (deep jx>rcelnin-L>lue), Lord Lnns- 
dowue (deep blue self, white eye), Chantry 
Queen, and Lavanda (lavender shades) 
being prominent. 

trees and shrubs. 

Very attractive in the fruiting stage was 
Sambucus racemosa pluinosa tenuifolia as 
shown by Messrs. George Paul and Son, 
the clusters of red-scarlet fruits mingling 
with the finely-cut leafage creating a 
pretty effect. In Messrs. Cheal's gronii 
Spinea Menziesii Triomphante (with red¬ 
dish-scarlet spikes) mid S. Bumalda (a red 
form of good colour) were noted. Messrs. 
Robert Veitch and Son sent from Exeter 
a hunch of the rarely-seen Notospnrtimn 
Cartuielneliie and the equally rare Plagi- 
niithus Lyalli, variety glabrata, the latter 
a pretty wliite-flowered shrub difficult to 
show in tlie cut state. Mr. L. R. Russell 
had a collection of tree Ivies, Acers, and 
other plants. 

GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 

Here the tuberous Begonias from Bath 
claimed attention, the finest, variety shown 
being tlie frilled salmon-pink Mrs. \v. 
Cuthbertson, tlie largest and most refined 
we have seen. James Braid (cardinal- 
red) was also very handsome. Perns, both 
hardy and exotic, were extensively shown 
by Messrs. II. It. May and Sons, the former 
including a large number of the crested 
Hart's Tongues and some choice l’oly- 
stichums. 

ORCHIDS. 

Two collections only were staged, 
Messrs. Armstrong and Brown contribut¬ 
ing . Miltonia vexill.aria Frank Reader, 
M. Jules llyc de Croin, Odontoglossuni 
l’escatorei album. O. mauritanicum (cream 
and chocolatei, and the yellow-flowered 
Anguloa Clifton 5 . Messrs. Cliarlesworlh 
and Co. hail the bright-flowered Itrougb- 
lonia sanguinea, Cattle.va Gaskelliana 
alba (very pure). Odontloda Brewi (very- 
dark variety), iind Cattleya gigas Mrs. E. 
Ashworth (a pretty blush-flowered sort) 
among others. 

VEGETABLES AND FRUIT. 

Than the collection of vegetables from 
Messrs. Harr and Sons, nothing could be 
more comprehensive or of higher excel¬ 
lence. In all some sixty-live dishes were 
set up. Potatoes were very finely pre¬ 
sented. May Queen, Midlothian Early, and 
Duke of York particularly, the tubers 
without spot or blemish. Duke of Albany, 
Quite Content, and Alderman Peas were 
admirably shown: the edible podded or 
sugar l*ea St. Desirat also attracting 
attention. The Tomatoes afforded much 
colour-beauty and variety to the whole, 
I’each Blow, Golden Jubilee, Golden Sun¬ 
rise, and Froxfield Scarlet being in perfect 
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condition. Standard Bearer and Alden- 
ham Pink Celery for mid-July were 
superb, a like remark applying to Carrots, 
Vegetable Marrows, Cucumbers, Runner 
Beaus, and much besides. Cabbages, 
Broccoli, and Celery formed an excellent 
background. Quite an attraction in its 
way was tlie new Red Currant Littlecroft 
Beauty, shown by Mr. II. Close, tlie 
branches crowded with fruits, and the 
gathered examples on dishes affording 
evidence of free-bearing and high quality. 
Fruiting branches of Orpington Prolific 
Gage Plum, which gained an Award of 
Merit in October last, were also on view. 
Dishes of Apples grown by Mr. F. G. 
Duncan. Sunnyvale Orchard, Central 
Otago, New Zealand, were shown in exeel- 
lent condition, the chief varieties lieiug 
Jonathon, Cleopatra, and Stay-man Wine- 
sap. Tlie fruits were very firm. 

A complete list of the certificated plants 
and medals for groups will be found in our 
advertisement columns. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Pinching Border Carnations (,/. ,)/.)._ 
Border Carnations should certainly not be 
pinched at planting time, as such a pro¬ 
ceeding would drive them into growth and 
prevent them from blooming, the flower- 
stems and flowers being produced by the 
central growths of the plants. These, like 
Malmaisons, should he layered as soon as 
they pass out of bloom. 

Roses failing to open (S. Gladstone ).—A 
very probable cause of the flowers failing 
to open was that the plants were dry at 
the roots, and if your soil is light it was a 
mistake to use stable manure. Far better 
have added to it some heavv loam and a 
dressing of cow manure, which would have 
helped to retain any moisture. In any 
ease, you can easilv ascertain if the soil is 
dry, and it so, give a good soaking of 
water and add a heavy mulch of the stable 
manure, which is better if well rotted. 

VEGETABLES. 

Unhealthy Cucumber plants (C. If.). _ 

Your Cucumber plants are badly attacked 
by red-spider, caused by- cold" draughts, 
want of atmospheric moisture, and at 
times too much heat without moisture at 
the roots. The only- remedy is to fumigate 
and keep the foliage moist. Give air spar,-, 
ingly—indeed, large growers do not give 
any air. They depend upon moisture and 
warmth, by- this means securing rapid 
growth and freedom from spider. You 
would do well to remove hadlv affected 
leaves and lay in new wood. Maintain a 
brisk temperature, shade heavily for n 
time, damping all parts of house several 
times a day, and h,v this means you will 
soon rid the plants of red-spider. Feed 
freely when in active growth, and the pest 
will do little harm, hut when von turn out 
tlie plants you should cleanse the house 
thoroughly. 

SHORT REPLIES. 

Iter. .7. 8. S/iaw .—A not by any- means 
uncommon tree. There are many fine 
specimens throughout tlie country. 

NAMES OP PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants_ Hon. Mrs. Cross .— 1, 

Rhamnus Frangula; not a Cornel, but 

sometimes called “Dogwood.” - Mrs. 

Potter .—Loosestrife (Lysimachia vulgaris). 

-./. Hailes .—Loosestrife (Lysimachia 

vulgaris).- M. X. —1, ThaJictrum aquile- 

gitefolium; 2, Finikin Sieboldi; 3. Pole- 
monium coerulcum album ; 4, Dicentra 

spectahilis.- D. It. —1, Pteris trenuda ; 

2, Pteris serrulata; 3, Adiantum Capillus 

Veneris; 4, Polystichum angulars.- 

IV. C .—Sedum earneum variegatum.- 

Hortus. —1, Centranthus ruber; 2, Gera¬ 
nium sanguineum ; 3, Geranium ibericum ; 

4, Campanula glomerata.- G. Low .—1, 

Spinea aria-folia; 2, Sedum Sieboldi; 3, ' 


Spinea filipendula fl.-pl. ; 4, Neneta 

Mussini.-./. M. G. — 1, Epiniedium 

alpinum; 2, Centaurea montana alba; 3, 
Escalloma macrantha; 4, Henbane (Hyos- 

oyamus niger).-4. ft. —1, Lysimachia 

vulgaris; 2, Agrostemma coronaria; 3, 
Lilium colehicum; 4, Epilobiuni angusti- 

folium. - A. ft. V .— 1, Stachys Ianata; 2, 

Tradescantia virginica ; 3, Viscaria oculata ; 

4, Campanula iragilis.- X. 0. P .— 1, 

Geranium, may be G. grandiflorum ; cannot 
name from a leaf alone or from descrip¬ 
tions; 2, Linaria purpurea; 3, Cratiegus 
species probably; send when in flower; 4, 
Silphium laeiniatum, so far as can be de¬ 
termined from the small hit seat.- Pen i- 

side. —1, Sedum pruinatum ; 2, Oxalis corni- 
culata rubra ; 3, Please send in flower. 

BOOKS. 

“ VEGETABLE BOTTLING AND FRUIT 
PRESERVING WITHOUT SUGAR.”* 
During the past season lectures and 
demonstrations on the above have been 
given at the several fortnightly meetings 
of the Royal Horticultural Society by Mr. 
and Mrs. Banks. These lectures have 
now been issued in book form, and tlie 
various recipes will no doubt be useful 
seeing that there -will be little, if any, fruit 
preserving at home owing to tlie scarcity 
of sugar. The instructions as to bottling 
fruits arc very good and to tlie point, but 
we cannot see any gain in bottling such 
vegetables as Seakale, Carrots, Leeks. 
Celery, Chicory, Brussels Sprouts, all of 
which can be bad from the open air during 
the winter, and which are far more tast.y 
tban when preserved in bottles. Why go 
to the trouble and expense of bottling 
Potatoes, which can be so easily had all 
the year round if care is taken in storing 
them? The book can also be obtained 
from the secretary of tlie Royal Horticul¬ 
tural Society, Vincent-squnre, West¬ 
minster, I A) n ilon, S.W. 1. 


OBITUARY. 

MONS. PHILIPl’E DE VILMORIN. 

“ It is with the deepest grief that we 
have to inform you of the death of the 
head of our firm, M. Philippe de Yilinorin. 
Having joined tlie army, he had been ap¬ 
pointed Secretary to tlie French War 
Office Delegation in London, where he 
caught the disease to which lie has fallen 
a victim oil June 2!ttli at the age of 4,">, 
leaving a widow and six children. His 
premature death is a great loss to his 
family and to our firm.— Vilmorin 
Andrieux.” 

We read tlie above with deep regret of 
one so full of energy and knowledge. The 
eldest son of the able and much esteemed 
Henri de Vllmorfn, he was educated in 
part in England at Canterbury and after¬ 
wards went through botanical studies in 
the University of Mout|>ellier. He travelled 
extensively in Africa. Japan, and America, 
adding greatly to his knowledge in agri¬ 
culture and horticulture. His loss will 
leave a great blank in the old home of the 
family at Verrieres, where so many of us 
have enjoyed happy days among the 
flowers and trees. We have lately re¬ 
ferred to the many killed and wounded in 
this war of the staff of the firm of 
Vilmorin, and now is added the loss of 
the head of the house. The funeral took 
place at Verrieres. the country home of 
the Vilmorin family, on July 3rd. There 
was a large and sympathetic attendance, 
among which were tlie representatives of 
the President of the French Republic, of 
the Marine, Treasury, and Agriculture 
Departments, and of the various scientific 
societies of which M. Philippe de Vilmorin 
was a member. 

* !»y Mr. and Mrs. Ranks. Edited l>y the jRev. W. Wilks 
W. Wesley and 8nn, Essex-street, London, W.C. 2. Price 

^-UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



GARDENING ILLUSTRATED, 


July 28, 1917 



TT\c pioneer of cheap, simple and effective 
heating lor small qrccnhouses. Complete 
Apparatus from ii 4 4 0 The immense sale 
of this Holler, and ifS numerous imitations 
are the best testimony o/jtsjiniiuubtcd_svic^e^ 

HESSENCER aCOLTD 

Chow ric.'LTu lai. bijiud’ers a HEAnr/r. emc.-n'eersL 

iLOUC HB OriOUCH • LEICESTERSHIRE; 

| L ondo n Of f.Q .1 2 2 VICTO RIA ST ■ S - W 


MANY YEARS RFPUTATION. 

EUREKA-™ 

L LASTING RESULTS-NO NEW EXPERIMENT. J 

*)a I l .l.lll.l J Uff HBiIWi—PIPWIM^ 


LABOUR SAVERS ."Eureka" lawn sand. 
Soilfume. nicotine, insecticiocs Fumers. 

SPRAYS. AND OTHER CHEMICALS * SUNDRIES. 
See List Please ask your agent for the Eureka 
articles - They are always satisfactory If any 

DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING WE SEND DIRECT. CARRIAGE PAID 


K »nl,AddressTOMLIMSON & HAYWARD L" LINCOLN. >1 


WOW-S*OISOWOT7S. 


keep your paths clean 

WITH ip. r 

MeDOUGALLS 
WEED KILLER. 

WRITE FOR PRICES AND NAME 
OF LOCAL DEALER TO 

McDougall Bras Ltd.. Port St.. Manchester 


GARDEN NETS.-?Xli 1 ,t 

square mesh Nets bound with cords, guaranteed cover 
measured length and width 4fcd. sq. yard, any length, width 
supplied; selected weather proof stout 1-inch squaro mesh 
Nets, bound with cords, any Bize, 3d. square yard; ditto, 
medium, 2Jd. square yard, as supplied to Royal Gardens 
over 30 years. I am the largest Hand Braided Net Maker 
in the United Kingdom: also Maker of Tennis Nets, Rick 
Covers. Grconhouse Shading:, etc. Goods promptly 

dispatched by passenger train, carriage paid, on receipt of 
order, and satisfaction guaranteed; samples posted on 
application. — W. OLIVER ALLEN, Garden Net 
Works. Porthieven. Cornwall. Established 100 years. 


FIREPROOF PORTABLE BUILDINGS. 

Tenant’s Fixtures. 

• Indestructible, Ever- 
JjjfrSiK s; *5*^*5$ lasting:. Waterproof. 

- r r W Dwellings. Bungalows, 

J 'iflfl T I.Tlfif Tst Cottages, Schools. Ottices, 

IN I \L Workshops, Stores, Pnv 

a hn 2^ • 7' ilions. Huts, Shelters, 

^L-i LIU J w ji. 1 ' Stables. Garages, Hoapi- 

i 1 . ijin if tala, Factories, Hangers, 

Ctc., etc. Estimates, plans and specification for every 
description of Building, free. 

FIREPROOF BUILDING CO., Ltd., 
741, Old Kent Road, LONDON, 8.E. 15^_ 

Sale of Surplus Stock. 

We still hold certain small stocks ot 

CARDEN SEATS, CARDEN ENCINES & PUMPS, 
also CARDEN ROLLERS, WATER CARTS, 
CARDEN ARCHES, and HAND LICHTS, 

which we shall be pleased to clear at special prices, subject 
to being unsold. Particulars on application. 

BOULTON & PAUL, Ltd., ROSE LANE WORKS, 

NORWICH,_ 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 

An we hnve to print a large edition of GARDENING ILLUS¬ 
TRATED it is essent ial that advertisement copy sliouH re;icu 
us not later than the Friday morning for tne ibsuo of the 
week following. 

We commence printing on Friday, and no advertisement 
can be altered or stopped after first post on Friday morning. 

Gardening Illustrated in obtainable on the Wednes- , 
day preceding the date shown on the paper. 

63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C 2. 

rnOWN GARDENING.—New and greatly 

1 improved Edition. By B. C. Ra venscroft. A Hand¬ 
book of Trees, Shrubs, and Plants suitable for Town Culture 
in the garden, window, or greenhouse. By post, 2a. 6a. net. 
—MANAGER, 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, Ixomlon, W.C 2. 

T ennis border nets. —Limited 

duantity only. To Imng 25 x 3 yards. W r ell corded 
top and bottom. 12s. each. — THE GOlIROCK HOPE- 
WORK CO.. L td.. Lowestoft. _ 

The latest day for receiving Advertise¬ 
ments is FRIDAY, 9 a.m. 


GLASS., 


8peclal Prices for Cash with Order In Hull. 
CLASS, 4/21 ox. 


Boxes, 100 200 j Boxes. 100 203 

mi. ft. so. rt. sq.ft, sq.ft. 

8 x Gin. 26 6 45- *2.14.15.16. 18,1 40 . 6g . 

9 x 7m. 29 - 47 6 20. «L 21 x 121" I 40 68 

10x81,1. 32 6 59- J 1S " 20 x | 

12,13,14,15x8i„. 35- 61 - 16 16 20’22 4. /42 - 70 6 

11,12,13,14x901. 316 623 iiiiTT . ' J 
12,13,14 x 10in. 37 6 64- 20,22.24 x 15in. 1 
13 x llin. .. .. 38 6 65 6 18. 20. 22. 24 x 44 - 73 6 


16,18,20 x lOin. 1 flR 
16,18,20x llin. j 


18. 20. 22. 24 x 44 - 
16iu. : ..) 

20,22,24 x 1 Si ii 43- 


PUTTY, Best Soft.—1 ewt.. 14 6; Jowl . 7 9; Jowl.. 

4 6; 14lbs., 2 6. 

DIAMONDS. 7 6 and 10/6 each. 

GLASS CUTTERS. 6 wheel, 1/6 each. 

BEST MIXED PAINTS.-7-lb. lever tins. White, 
10. 9 stone; ordinary colours, 7/- per atone. j 

P. «Sc T. ROSS. LTD., 
■mBURTON ST., HULL. E«*ub 1813 


Advertisem ent Rates. 

Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


Line Advertisements.— Single insertions, 9.1. per 
line, minimum three lines (about twenty words fill the first 
three lines, and nine words each additional lino). Front 
page, if guaranteed, la. per lino. No reduction for series. 

Terms for Display Advertisements, iuj. i>*r 
inch (reduction for series). 

Advertisers not having a regular account at the offi >3 
must accompany their orderH with romitlanco. Order* an.l 
advertisement copy should be addressed— 

MANAGER, 

63, LIHCOLH’S IHH FIELDS, L0HD0H, W.C. 2 


LION CYCLES. 

Cash or monthly payments. 

Signed Guarantee for all time. 

Packed in crate free and carriage paid. 

8ince 1905 I have advertised in this paper, and hare made 
and sold over 20,000 Machines. NO EXTR AS: Bell, Pump, 
ami everything included. Carriage paid. YOU CAN 
KIDK AND TEST THE MACHINE FOR 10 DAYS. IF 
YOU DO NOT APPROVE I PAY ALL CARRIAGE. I 
have thousands of testimonials. Write to-duy for copies 
and Catalogue, with illustrations and full specification 
GEORGE BEATHON, LTD., ' LION CYCLE" WORKS, 
85. MOSELEY STREET. BIRMINGH AM. 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 

In consequence or the August Bank Holiday, 
we shall bo obliged to go to press earlier with 
the number of GARDENING ILLUSTRATED 
to bo dated AUGUST 11th, 1917. 

Ordors should bo sent as early as possible 
in the week preceding to ensure Insertion. 
No advertisement intended for that issue can 
be received, altered, or stopped after the first 
post on THURSDAY. AUGUST 2nd._ 

PROTECfYOUR CARDENS. & ffift 

Bmall mesh; will not rot; as supplied by mo to the Royal 
Gardens. 100 yds. by 1 yd.. 5s.; or by 2 yds., 10s. Carriage 
paid — H. J. GASSO N. The Net Works , Rye._ 


If you are interested in this week’s 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn f ields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three months, 2/6 ; six 
months, 5/-; twelve months, 10/r; for Abroad, 12/-. Annual subscribers 
will receive the year’s complete Index to the volume free of charge. 

To Publisher or Newsagent :— 

Please deliver “ Gardening Illustrated ” weekly for which I 

enclose _ 


Name_ 


(Mr.. Mrs., or Miss) 


rpHE APPLE in ORCHARD and GARDEN. ddv6SS (ill fllll) 

JL —Containing full account of its culture, with special 1 y 


1 —Containing full account of its culture, with special 
chapter on Apple Cookery. Price 6d. ; by post, 8d. — 
PUBLISHE R, 63. Lincoln « Inn Fields. Ixmdon, W.C. 2. 

pl ARDENER required, immediately, at 
\J officers' Mess, Brompton Barracks, Chatham. Non- 
eligible; to relieve man called up for service. Wages, 30s. 
per week. Apply— Me*s* Secretary, os above. 


Google 
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EFFECTS OF TIIE FAST WINTER. 
The past winter appears to have been the 
most destructive to vegetation we have 
experienced since that of 187S-79. Judging 
from reports received from many parts of 
Ireland, the nature and extent of the 
damage done have been erratic and vari¬ 
able. which can to some extent be ac¬ 
counted for by the differences in the 
amounts of rainfall, and of frost, that is 
by the extent of the variation from the 
annual averages of the district, in the 
County Dublin the variation has been ex¬ 
treme. The year ibid was the wettest re¬ 
corded for this district, the rainfall 
amounting to 40.88 inches, January, April, 
and July being the only comparatively 
dry months out of the twelve. It was 
also a very sunless year, so that vege¬ 
tation was ill-prepared for the almost 
arctic conditions which prevailed for so 
long. As compared with the winter of 
1S7S-79, some curious and interest¬ 
ing facts are noted. In that winter 
Arbutus Unedo and other species. Myrtles, 
Aristotelia, Laurels, Portugal Laurels, 
Sweet Bay, and Laurustinus, were very 
severely injured. This year they arc com- 
pnmtively uninjured. Himalayan Rhodo¬ 
dendrons, such as It. Thomson!, It. 
grande, It. Falcaoeri, R. fulgens, also 
suffered severely; this year they have 
escaped. Veronicas, on the.other hand, 
seem to have suffered more this winter. 
There ate many interesting features. 
Grlselinia has proved to be quite hardy. 
In Pittospnrums, I’. Ralphi and I*, tenui- 
foliuin have not suffered much, but I*. Mnyi 
is completely defoliated. A plant which 
we had. come to regard as comparatively 
hardy, Myrtus Luma (Eugenia apiculata), 
is injured, while Tricuspidaria lanceolata 
(Crinidendron Hookeria_num) is fairly safe. 
Grevillea rosmariuifolia and G. sulphurea 
have established their title as hardy plants, 
a fact forecasted several years ago by that 
excellent judge of the capabilities of plants, 
T. Smith, of Newry. 

Several species of Eucalyptus, such as E. 
urnigera, E. vernicosa, E. coceifera. E. 
pulverulenta, and perhaps E. McArthur! 
and E. cinerea, can claim to be hardy and 
to be suitable plants for many districts in 
Ireland. Others, such as E. punctata, E. 
resinifera, E. Smlthi, are killed. Ceano- 
thus Veitchi and C. thyrsiflorus have been 
badly injured. C. rigidus is quite safe, and 
about to flower. Many forms of Pborinium 
tenax (New Zealand Flax) are seriously 
cut back, just as they were in 1878-79, while 
Yuccas and Cordylines, so badly injured in 
that year, have escaped this year. Coni¬ 
fers seem to have suffered very little. A 
few of the Mexican Pines look unhappy, 
and Ouptvssus torulosn, C. Ilentliami, C. 
Goveniana look brown and rather dilapi¬ 
dated.—F. W. Mooke, Royal Botanic Gar¬ 
dens, Glasnevin, in Irish Gardening. 


NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 


'Rosa rugosa repens. — This iR a very 
interesting stubby, creeping Rose, which 
conics to us from Daisy Ilill Nursery, 
Newry. It is a good plant for a rocky 
bank or crest of a dry wall, the flowers 
rosy-pink. 


Wilson's Clematis 

now forms a graeefu 



border, reminding one of the Mountain 
Clematis, but distinct in coming In mid¬ 
summer. It is a vigorous, hardy kind, 
tried both in shade and sun. It is a native 
of Central China, its late flowering adding 
to its value. The flowers are Inrger than 
in the type. 

The Flame Nasturtium missing.— Some 
of my curtains of this beautiful plant, 
which have bloomed well for years, are 
apparently dead this year. Can it be any 
tenderness in the plant never suspected 
before? I have planted many a score in 
nil sorts of positions and succeed in about 
one case in leu, as no doubt the southern 
land is not agreeable fo the charmer.—W. 

The Purple Vetch (Vicia Cracca).—This 
wilding, very common in fence and copse, 
is a graceful twiner and of very good 
colour. It lias crept up a garden fence 
made for Clematis separating itself from 
tlie weeds and is as beautiful a Pea-flower 
us any that comes to us across tile sea. 
It is frequently near me in the crowd of 
wild tilings, and yet I like it on the gar¬ 
den fence or trellis, where it grows taller. 
Its purple flowers grace the summer Grass 
over a vast region of the northern world 
and N. Africa. —W. 

• 

Carpentaria californica in Scotland. - 

This is admittedly not too hardy, although 
not so tender as many believe. There is 
a very good specimen on the wall of Mr. 
E. A. Horner’s studio at Broughton House, 
Kirkcudbright, and it is flowering exceed¬ 
ingly well this season. It suffered HI tie, 
if any. during the; llast winter, and it is 
interesting to observe how a plant of 
Eucryphia pinnatifolin alongside of it on 
the same wall lias been damaged and still 
shows signs of Injury, while the Carpen- 
teriu is in tierfect condition.—S. Arnott. 

Spirasa Aruncus on walls.— At Argaty, 
Donne, Perthshire, the self-sown plants of 
Spirtra Aruncus have appeared and at¬ 
tained to flowering size on the walls of 
the garden. In this garden there are some 
excellent plants of this Spiraea of a good 
type witii handsome illumes of flowers, 
and it is from these that the plants on 
the walls have sprung. They look ex¬ 
ceedingly well, and it is interesting to 
observe how a plant generally considered 
fond of moisture should flourish and bloom 
in the restricted roothold and scanty 
moisture of an old wall.—S. Arnott. 

(Enothera missouriensis ((E. macro- 
carpa).—This Evening Primrose came 
through last winter successfully. It is a 
first-rate subject for dry Ranks or sunny 
ledges in the rock garden, the most severe 
drought appearing to have lint little effect 
tqion it. Its trailing stems produce from 
June to October ail endless succession of 
enormous sulphur-yellow blossoms as large 
n« those of the old Evening Primrose (C.E. 
biennis). The flowers lack tho fragrance 
of those of its taller namesake, but they 
are rendered more conspicuous by the dark 
red stems and crimson-blotched calyx.— 
A. T. J. 

Lysichiton kamschatcense _It would lie 

of interest to know if this plant, mentioned 
by Mr. Arnott on p. 759(5, is growing and 
flowering in ordinary border soil at Mon- 
reitlu I lirst saw it in British Columbia, 
half an acre of it covering a boggy pasture 
and wet ditches with its glorious spathes 


of butter-yellow and magnificent foliage, 
the latter akin to that of tlie Skunk 
Cabbage (Symplocarpus). There the 
winter is very milcl. My small plant 
(which I believe was an imported seedling 
from B.C.). set out tills spring in boggy 
ground, lias done nothing but sulk.—A. T. 
Johnson. 

Rosa moschata Plssartl. —There is such 
an increasing (and at times irritating) 
number of new Roses that the older varie¬ 
ties are discarded for novelties, sometimes 
of doubtful value. Those who still retain 
R. moschata I’lssarti are wise, for it is 
one of the very best of tlie August-flower¬ 
ing Roses we have. Its blooms are pearl- 
white, semi-double, and quite elegant, 
while they are freely produced. I fancy 
It. moschata Pissarti would be very effec¬ 
tive planted with It. rubrifolia (ferru- 
ginen), tlie leaves of which would con- 
trust well with tlie white flowers of tlie 
former.—A Scottish Gardener. 

Rose Mme. Bcrard. — Where a quickly- 
growing climbing Rose is required for a 
limited space Mine. Berard has much to 
recommend it. -Not so encroaching, or so 
vigorous as Revo IJ’Or, this variety pro¬ 
duces blooms equally as freely, and, pel- 
imp's, of better shape when half-expanded. 
These are apricot-tinted at tlie centre, 
with pale salmon on tlie outside petals. 
Mme. Berard is inclined to become hare 
at the bottom, hut this can be rectified by 
timely cutting back in the case of older 
growths and by laying in tlie resulting 
young wood. Its only drawback is its 
liability to mildew, more especially on the 
tips of young shoots, but as this failing is 
generally known it is watched for and 
dealt with in Its earliest stages.—A 
Scottish Gardener. 


Cistus Lcreti. —Can you tell me the 

origin of Cistus Loreti? I have one 
flowering freely, but see hardly any differ¬ 
ence between it and C. lusitanicus, which 
is, unfortunately, close by. Two plants 
of C. Loreti stood the winter, but they 
were only two years old.— E. Charles 
Buxton. Cord Dertr , Lcttws-y-Cocd . 

[IV. J. Bean. In “Trees and Shrubs 
Hardy in the British Isles,” says that 
“ 0. Loreti is a hybrid between C. ladani- 
ferus and C. monspeliensis, given the 
above name by Rouy and Foucand in their 
‘ Flore de France,’ II., p. 279, in 1895, 
but known in cultivation long previously 
as C. lusitanicus. It was grown at Kew 
under that name and was one of the few 
Rock Roses that escaped the frosts of 
February. 1895. It is certainly among the 
elite of Cistuses—hardy, of good habit, 
free-flowering, and especially valuable, in 
(lint its flowers remain open during the 
day.”] 


Fair Maids of France.— Probably climate 
plays a more important part than soil in 
the want of success exiierienecd by Mr. 
Cornhill and recorded in your issue of 
July Utli (p. ?>7Si. I remember it well as 
one of the freest-growing and one of tlie 
most popular border plants in my native 
place (tlie Orkneys), where the mean 
summer temperature is 55 dogs. To the 
same factor I would attribute the popu¬ 
larity of, and tlie suiierli health enjoyed 
by, the Gardenia-flowered Narcissus <V 
I>octieus plenus). Another splendid doc.’, 
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forming mats of blossom and verdure 
under border treatment and truly 
perennial, was Mimulus tigrinus, tbere 
known as “ the Blood-drop.” The old 
Dusty Miller, too, throve exceedingly, 
and, used as an edging, was cut with the 
spade, like Jjondon Bride, to keep it within 
bounds. I mention these ns 1 never re¬ 
member to have seen them, either in 
England or Ireland, anywhere so flourish¬ 
ing.—W. Balfouh Bruce, Waterford. 

Notcspartium Carmichaeliae. — This 
pretty New Zealand shrub was noted in 
Gardening, as having been shown at the 
meeting of the Royal Horticultural Society 
on July 17th. It is a native of the South 
Island of New Zealand, and, like many 
other subjects from that region, cannot 
lie regarded ae thoroughly hardy. It 
forms a very distinct specimen, made up 
of a number of arching, ltush-like shoots, 
quite devoid of leaves, which are borne 
only on young plants. The flowers, pro¬ 
duced in axillary clusters, are Pea-shaped 
and of a bright purplish-pink colour. In 
order to be seen at its best it needs a well- 
drained soil and a sunny spot. In many 
districts during the past winter it suffered 
severely. Under favourable conditions it 
will produce seeds freely. From their 
somewhat delicate nature the seeds should 
be sown under glass and the young plants 
given protection In winter till they are 
sufficiently strong to be planted in their 
permanent quarters outside.—K. R. W. 


FRUIT. 


APPLE-TREES ON GRASS. 

Since my notes on the Apple-tree trial on 
Grass at Wisley appeared in Gardening 
of June 2nd last I have had an oppor 
tunity of inspecting a tine quarter of 
Apples and Pears grown in the same way 
In the gardens at Gunnersbury House. 
Roughly, the plantation is some two acres 
in extent, the whole of the Apple-trees 
being on the Paradise stock, the Bears on 
the Quince. The chief planting was done 
twenty years ago. A few more were 
added two years later, and none since, 
liouce, all have stood the test of time. 
These trees, with very few exceptions, 
have borne excellent crops of fruit 
annually since they came into hearing. If 
greater proof were needed the healthy 
condition of the trees to-day, together with 
the heavy load of fruit now being borne 
by the majority, would supply it at once, 
't'he larger examples are in circular beds 
having a diameter of about 5 feet, though 
these are now’, ae a result of labour short¬ 
age and a great increase of vegetable 
cultivation elsewhere, freely covered by 
herbage of varying kinds. The beds have 
not always been of present-day size, but 
have been increased from time to time, 
hence it is obvious that for years quite 
the larger proportion of the root fibres of 
the trees lias been under Grass. The soil 
is very light and stony, less than 2 feet in 
depth when it rests on a deep bed of 
gravel, conditions generally, doubtless, 
that have favoured root-fibre formation 
rather than aught else. As a primary ob¬ 
ject of the planting was fruit production, 
and because of tlic light, much-drained 
character of the soil, water was laid on 
through the plantation, and which, first 
exposed in tubs before being applied to 
the trees, has, doubtless, contributed not 
a little to the excellent yield, as also the 
quality of the fruits. 

No tree in the plantation is above 10 feet 
high, and, apart from general health con¬ 
ditions and cropping, the rigid character 
of the trees aaphuled strong*-. From a 
little above griundimk a Idati off with 


three main stems each as thick as a man’s 
thigh. Doubtless, too, the measure of 
success, continued to the present time, is 
largely due to the same, though not a little 
also to the cultivation of the moment. 
Hence it is clear that fruit-trees may be 
successfully grown on Grass, the trees 
yielding heavy and profitable crops as a 
result. Among the Apples grown are 
Bott’s Seedling, Bismarck, Lane’s Prince 
Albert, Newton Wonder, Margil, Domino, 
Bromley’s, St. Edmund's Pippin, Cox’s 
Orange Pippin, and Ribston Pippin. Of 
Pears a few good ones noted were Doyenne 
du Comice, Marguerite Marillat, Marie 
Louise, Reiirro Snperfin, Michaelmas 
Nelis, Josephine de Maiines, Emile 
d’Heyst, and Conference. 

E H. Jenkins. 

-Those who have written on this 

subject do not appear to be conversant 
with tire system followed by the majority 
of those wiio cultivate Ibis l'ruit for profit. 
Their object is to form the tree and endow 
it with a high fruit-bearing capacity and 
permanent vigour in the shortest possible 
time. This can .only be accomplished by 
means of liberal culture, and it stands to 
reason that, allowing the soil to become 
and remain covered with herbage, is just 
the way to rob the roots of the nourish¬ 
ment and moisture necessary to promote 
a free, healthy growth. That there is 
plenty of Apple-trees growing in the Grass 
that are in a healthy condition and that 
yield good crops of excellent fruit is in¬ 
disputable, hut where this Is the case 
and really good, profitable results have 
been obtained it will be found that those 
trees were not originally planted in the 
Grass, but underwent careful preparation 
in the first few years of their existence. 
It sometimes happens that the market 
grower has no thought of forming an 
orchard pure and simple. He sets out liis 
trees sufficiently far apart to admit of 
cropping the ground between them until 
they come to full size. In some instances 
vegetables are grown, and, as the ground 
is annually well manured, the trees are 
not in any way robbed of nourishment. In 
tiie majority of Instances, however, bush 
fruits are grown between, the market 
grower wisely deciding not to put all his 
eggs into one basket. He knows that the 
Apple crop is uncertain and that it is sel¬ 
dom that there is a complete failure with 
this fruit and Gooseberries and Currants. 
This year, for instance, where in some 
cases Apples are more or less a failure, 
there are excellent crops of bush fruits. 
It would never do in our uncertain climate 
for any man. unless lie had a very good 
balance at his bankers, to depend wholly 
on tlie Apple. It is not only spring frosts 
that are to he feared, but diseases and 
insect pests peculiar to the Apple seem to 
lie more virulent than was the ease thirty 
or forty years ago. Grease-handing may 
have been practised when I began my gar¬ 
dening career, but I heard nothing about 
it, and, with the exception of the annual 
lime-washing practised by tlie more careful 
growers, 1 do not think that any special 
measures wore taken to combat the at¬ 
tacks of insect pests. 

Nowadays it would seem that the Apple- 
grower who desires to make his planta¬ 
tions pay must be prepared to annually 
si>end money and time on liis trees. 
Grease-banding appears to be an absolute 
necessity. During the last two years there 
has been ample proof of this. Owing to 
shortage of labour growers have in many 
instances been unable to grease-band or 
spray all their trees, and the difference 
has been so marked that the absolute 
necessity of this practice has been clearly 
demonstrated. One man I know had to 


leave half his trees untouched, the result 
being a total failure, whereas those that 
had been attended to in the usual manner 
bore a good overage crop: Is it, I wonder, 
a fact that the newer race of Apples now 
in favour is more liable to the attacks of 
insects than the varieties grown by a past 
generation of fruit-growers? In my young 
days I was frequently iu some large 
plantations of Apples, with the usual 
undergrowth of Gooseberries and Currants. 
The owner did nothing more than the usual 
lime-washing, but he got very good crops, 
and I never saw any signs of the defolia¬ 
tion and wholesale dropping of the fruit, 
which are such a common occurrence nowa¬ 
days. It is very sad to read the accounts 
of destruction this year. Trees that were 
crowded with blossom and giving promise 
of abundant crops are now leafless, a state 
of affairs which is probably duo to the 
shortage of labour, which has prevented 
tlie use of the grease-hand and sprayer. 

Since writing Ihe above, “ E. B. S.’s,” 
Hardwick, notes (p. 334) on this subject 
have appeared, and what lie has to say 
about planting on Grass should be taken 
to heart by intending planters. I have 
more than once witnessed the disastrous 
effects of this practice, and would never 
plant in that way unless compelled. Some 
years ago a man started to form an orchard 
in this way. He simply dug holes iu old 
pasture land and gave tlie trees some 
manure, but they never grew away freely, 
and eventually came into a stunted condi¬ 
tion, from which they never recovered, and 
were grubbed up. In another instance an 
orchard was formed by planting on land 
that had been well stirred and manured. 
The trees made admirable growth the first 
year, but the man sowed the land with 
Grass, which was allowed to completely 
cover the soil, and. owing to the rich 
nature of the land, grew with great luxuri¬ 
ance. I was certain what tlie result would 
be. and although that orchard was formed 
quite twenty years ago tlie owner has 
never gathered a decent crop of fruit from 
the trees; in fact, the majority of 11 lose 
first planted arc dead. Every now and 
then the man puts in young trees, hut 
allows the Grass to remain up to the 
stems. “ E. 15. S.” says, “Personally I 
would never plant Apples on tlie Grass.” 
I am in perfect agreement with him. but if 
I were compelled to do so I should go to 
work in the way lie suggests, i.e., clear the 
turf away to a certain distance from the 
stems, so as to allow of an animal top¬ 
dressing. In some cases it is intended to 
form an orchard pure and simple, but the 
trees get about seven years’ good culture 
before sowing Grass. During this period 
the grower does not trouble much about 
the yield of fruit, his object being to form 
good, healthy trees, and, as before stated, 
lie is cropping the. ground about, but not 
quite near them. When tlie trees have 
conic to tlie required size Grass is sown, 
which has tlie effect of shortening tlie 
growth and throwing (be trees into their 
full fruit-bearing capacity. The Grass 
being fell off, the trees continue to get 
enough food to keep them in healthy 
vigour. . 1 . Cornhiee. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The value of birds.— My garden is a 
veritable bird sanctuary, and I lmve many 
opportunities of watching their lmhits. I 
consider that the amount of fruit that they 
cat is compensated for by the vast quanti¬ 
ties of Insects they consume during the 
nesting season. 1 do not find the sparrow 
any more destructive than other birds; in 
fact, I might mention others that do more 
I damage the whole year through. One day, 
when the nests were full of nestlings, I 
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watched the birds feeding their young ones. 
I saw one sparrow catch six Cabbage 
moths one after another in my Cabbage 
patch, the robin and tom-tit continually 
carried small green caterpillars to their 
nest, the whitethroat captured small brown 
ones, while the willow wren and other 
warblers were busy in the Apple-trees. 
Among the Rose bushes the greenfinches 
were equally busy, while the thrushes ap¬ 
peared to find worms, caterpillars, and 
slugs sufficient for their yoting, the black¬ 
birds seemed only to bring worms, the 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

TACKING PLANTS FOR POST. 

I so often receive by post plants, cuttings, 
and specimen flowers In a shrivelled or 
half-dead condition, owing to bad pack¬ 
ing, that f think it worth while to 
offer a few hints on the subject. For 
small parcels of seedlings, cuttings, etc., 


Arrange tlie waxed paper—an ample sheet 
of it—so that after the plants are packed 
in, the flaps of paper may be folded over 
to surround the contents of the box ami 
prevent evaporation. Tissue paper and 
cotton wool used dry rot) the plants of 
their moisture, and when damp they cling 
to the plants in a heavy, soggy mass, and 
do not retain moisture well. Moss is the 
ideal packing material. It should be just 
moist. If dry it should be thoroughly 
moistened and then wrung out before use. 
It is not necessary to send a lot of soil 



Wistaria on south porch. (See page 42%.) 


starlings (there are seven nests in my 1 
chimneys) brought brown caterpillars and 
beetles that they found among the Grass 
in the orchard. It was surprising the 
quantity taken by the birds to their young 
during the short time I was watching. 
My garden is wonderfully free from in¬ 
sects this year, in spite of the extremely 
hot, dry weather. As garden pests j 
abounded early in the year when bird life, 
owing to tlie severe winter, was very 
scarce, 1 consider that this freedom is due 
to tlie birds, that are now exceedingly 

« r .-H.T. C . Q q I 


I find notiiing so good as tin boxes, and as 
packing material nothing equals Moss; 
cardboard and wooden boxes are less air¬ 
tight than those of tin, and therefore 
allow evaporation to take place. Card¬ 
board and wood are very absorbent, and 
rob the plants and the material they are 
packed in of moisture. If wooden or card¬ 
board boxes are used they should he 
lined with waxed paper, which may 
be bought from any good stationer. 
It is the semi-transparent water and 
grease proof paper which is used, among 
other things, for wrapping butter in. 


clinging to the roots of plants. In fact, it 
is quite safe to shake or even wash all 
soil from the roots before packing if they 
are properly packed with damp Moss in 
an airtight tin. I have sent such delicate- 
rooted plants as Mountain Hairbells and 
Violas by l>ost from tlie south of Europe 
to Stevenage by this method with success. 
After a week or ten days of such travel 
they are planted on arrival in a bed of 
silver sand in a cold frame, which is kept 
closed, and shaded, and fairly moist for a 
week or so, after which more air is given 
till the plants are fit to be potted or 
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l»lantt'«l In the ordinary way. Among the 
most difficult plants to travel are members 
of the natural order Cruciform—Arabia, 
Aubrletifl, Morisia liypogien, Wallflowers, 
etc. The leaves very quickly turn yellow 
when confined In a parcel, after which the 
plants become a green jelly. All these 
hints refer chiefly to seedlings, cuttings, 
and small delicate-rooted plants lifted 
from the open ground. The after-treat¬ 
ment following a normal postal journey 
for such plants, sent without soil, is a 
matter of planting in moist soil, and 
shading. The cold frame silver sand 
treatment is only necessary after a long 
journey of a week or ten days. The pack¬ 
ing of j>ot-grown jflplnes, shrubs, and big 
herbaceous plants is another matter. l<’or 
sending 

Cut flowers by post or rail the tin box 
is seldom possible, but it is well worth 
lining the boxes or hampers which are 
used with the waxed iiaper already de¬ 
scribed. Flowers are best picked in the 
early morning or late evening and stood in 
water for some time before they are 
packed. Flowers with very long stems, 
or with hard or woody stems, should have 
the bark scraped up to 4 inches or 5 inches 
from the base, and such stems may also 
be split for several inches. A very good 
plan for jiacking a big bunch of flowers 
which is to be taken a journey by hand is 
to lay the bunch upon a large sheet of 
strong paper and roll It tightly into a 
cornucopia-shaped parcel. To explain 
what I mean by rolling tightly, the dia¬ 
meter of tile rolled bunch should only lie 
about one-tliird of what it was before 
being rolled. After rolling, tile parcel 
may be secured witli string, and is then 
quite a convenient tiling to carry. The 
jiajier should, of course, envelop the buucli 
from end to end. It is surprising how 
well flowers will travel in this way and 
how fresh they are when unimeked. Many 
flowers very soon wilt and flag if carried 
loose, while a wrapping of pal or will 
protect them from sun, wind, and the con¬ 
stant rubbing and bruising which arc 
almost unavoidable and which so quickly 
simil their beauty and freshness. A 
motor journey, even a short one, will do 
more to suck the vitality from a bunch of 
flowers than anything I know. If they 
are to Ik- taken by motor they should be 
stood for a time in water, then wrapped 
in pa tier and placed on the floor of the 
car, where wind cannot reach them. 

Stcvenacje . Clarence Elliott. 


HARDY FLOWER BORDERS IN JL’I.Y. 
Ir is often said that hardy flower borders 
are most interesting during the spring 
months, or in late autumn. The reason is. 
in-limps, not far to seek. After the dull 
winter months, and the barren appearance 
of tile borders, tlie flowers of spring are 
welcomed, and, quite conceivably, may at¬ 
tain a fictitious importance. Similarly, 
when the year is on tile wane, undue value 
may easily be placed upon the final dis¬ 
play—not, certainly, by any means the 
least attractive. When these facts are 
weighed at their proi«r value it must tie 
conceded that midsummer and early 
autumn furnish a gorgeous display of 
hardy flowers. The many shades of the 
Sea Hollies are outstanding, varying in 
intensity from deep blue to an almost 
lavender colour. Erigcrons In variety 
conjure up visions of the later Michaelmas 
Daisies. If the blue of the Irises be past, 
tlmt shade is supplied by Campanulas, 
Anchrsas, and many Clematises. The 
"hlte A\ illow-lierb is a decided acquisi¬ 
tion. and far superior to tlie ordinary 
variety, which has, it must be admitted, 
a rattier Impossible colour. Hoteia 
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jaiwnlca, in shady places, still provides 
sheaves of bloom, and the flowers of the 
Winter Cherries (Physnlls) give indica¬ 
tions of a wealth of berries to follow. The 
Plantain Lilies are showy alike in leaf 
and flower, and the earlier of tlie true 
Lilies, and especially L. eandidum, are, 
alike, attractive and graceful. Chrys¬ 
anthemum maximum, in many varieties, 
makes bold and telling masses. Tlie 
Acliilleas are showy, although A. ptarmica 
fl.-pl. The Pearl is rather too encroaching. 
Tlie dull white heads of A. serrata are 
effective, and endure well when cut. while 
the blooms of A. incisifolia rubra readily 
catch the eye. Asperula hexaphylla, light 
and graceful, fills the place of Gypsophila 
panleulata, the time of which is not yet. 
Nor do we ex|«ct for a time tlie orange 
and ml spikes of the Kniphophias, 
although tlie harbingers, in the shape of 
the earlier kinds, are well forward, ns are 
those of some of tile lemon-coloured sorts. 
Heleniums, and especially II. Hoopcsi and 
II. Hollander!, provide telling yellows. 
The former Is held to be rather aggressive, 
but in only moderately rich soil this fault 
may be corrected. Statice latifolia is one 
of tlie finest of midsummer plants, while 
Ecliinops ltitro, E. ruthenlcn, and E. 
spha rocephala (the Globe Thistles), if 
rather stiff, are desirable. The soft 
lavender of Sealiiosa caucaslca is among 
tlie most attractive of the border colours, 
and it is to be regretted that tills line 
hardy plant is so erratic and capricious 
(in some places) in its behaviour. The 
Montbretias are admirable, and while, in 
certain districts, they are barely -hardy, 
in others they develop into a perfect 
plague, calling for annual thinning and re¬ 
planting. Late Columbines yet remain in 
good order, and seedling Lupines throw 
up useful spikes at Irregular intervals. 
Lysinmehlas are worth attention, and, in 
a special degree, L. eletliroides, distinct 
alike in flower and foliage from tlie ruck. 
Senecio grandiflora is a noble plant; so, 
too, is Napiea dioica, worthy of inclusion 
were it hut for its handsome palmate 
foliage. Lytlirums make excellent plants 
for furnishing, and bloom freely, Cen- 
taureas are many and free, and the scarlet 
heads of Lychnises are distinct, llelian- 
thuses, if a trifle coarse, are not to he 
despised, and llomneya Coulteri, Inear- 
villea Delavuyi, and Franeoas make a 
choice trio. Delphiniums and Galegas are 
free-flowering and Tlialietrums are not 
over-heavy. 

In addition to these bolder hardy flowers 
very many of the dwarf hardy plants 
could be enumerated, and which bloom 
during midsummer and early autumn. 
Sufficient has been said to show that, at¬ 
tractive as hardy flower borders unques¬ 
tionably ure in spring and late autumn, 
the borders have not at that time a mono¬ 
poly of all that is best and most effective. 

A Scottish Gardener. 


HARDY FLOWER NOTES. 
Protecting alfines.— It may he that 
panes of glass on rock work are dis¬ 
figuring. but when it is a question of saving 
a choice alpine from death or disfigurement 
one fuels inclined to put up with what 
may he an eyesore for one-fourth of the 
year only. There is great joy in bring¬ 
ing through a hard winter some choice 
alpine which, jiossessing an element of 
tenderness, is liable to he seriously injured 
by the sharp variations of weather which 
characterise our English climate. I could 
not grow such things as Androsaee sar- 
mentosa and A. Cluumejasme without pro¬ 
tection from winter rainfall, so wliat am 
I to do? I must either give up their cul¬ 
ture or grow them in pots and winter them 


in frames, a form of culture which, in tlie 
case of alpine plants, I detest. Their 
place is in the open ground. When 1 read 
of the line condition of such tilings in liots 
and pans I cannot help thinking that the 
grower might have employed liis time more 
profitably. That form of culture is, I 
fear, often misleading. Plants grown in 
pots and pans carefully tended and ex¬ 
hibited in fine condition are supposed by 
inexperienced growers to represent their 
normal condition. The conditions in the 
oiien are so different from those under 
glass that a considerable amount of disap¬ 
pointment is generally experienced. 

Anemone nemorosa Ri.ue Bonnet.—I 
have grown this several years, hut this 
season is the first time I have had it in 
full beauty. It is a charming little hardy 
plant, but Is very peculiar. When all 
other hardy plants are in growth it re¬ 
mains perfectly dormant. It does not 
show a sign of life until its near relative, 
A. Iiobinsoni, is in hud. It Is. I Imagine, 
a seedling from tlie latter. I do not think 
it can be a sport from tlie common Wood 
Anemone, and that is what makes tlie late 
starting into growth so puzzling. It is 
much less robust than A. Robinson!, which 
will thrive and increase in almost any 
soil, and, owing to the late start, the 
growth extends into the hot weather in 
July, and, should the season he very dry, 
the foliage dies off before its time, the 
consequence being that its jioweis of in¬ 
crease are considerably lessened. I tried 
this Anemone in various ways for several 
years with only iiartial success. 'There 
was ail absence of that vigour that in¬ 
duces perfect flower production. Last 
autumn I prepared the soil for it very 
carefully, this consisting mainly of well- 
doeomiHjsed leaf-mould with a little loam, 

I chose a position on the lower iKii tiou of 
a rock garden which is, to a considerable 
extent, shaded from hot sun. Under these 
conditions growth was evidently normal, 

I he flower-stems were thrown up boldly, 
and the blooms were large and beautifully 
coloured. Seen in its beet form this variety 
is charming and is well worth the trouble 
it may cause to provide a happy home for 
it. »- 

ZAUscHNEniA cai.i for sic a. —I can only 
say that this perished with uie. It seemed 
to he tlie last frost that came on the top 
of melting snow and which caused an im¬ 
mense amount of damage to Onions, young 
Cut-liages, and Lettuces, etc., that killed 
it. Circumstances alter eases, and there 
is no reason why this Californian plant 
should not lie able to withstand hard 
weather under certain conditions. 1 suffer 
under the disadvantage of living in a low- 
lying district, where I have a difficulty in 
keeping in health some tilings .which in 
more elevated positions succeed with but 
little trouble. 

Tritoma Tucki. — At tlie close of the 
winter a big specimen of this appeared 
practically dead, only one small shoot 
showing life. At tlie present time it is 
full of young growths which have sprung 
from the roots. Here we have an instance 
of how (lie condition of tlie soil in tlie 
resting time may enable a liardy plant 
which possesses an element of tenderness 
to withstand the severity of an English 
winter. The plant lias been in position 
some years, and its roots must be mingled 
with those of a big Douglas Fir, tlie 
branches of which kept off snow, so that 
the soil was comparatively dry when hard 
frozen. Many things that were killed last 
winter would be alive now if the roots anil 
crowns could have been protected from 
melting snow, which seems to exercise a 
more pernicious effect than heavy rainfall. 
Two big specimens of Arundo eouspieua 
were killed, a big liar-tree thirty years 
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old, and a Iterberis Darsvinl were killed 
down to the ground, but I take it for 
granted that in some places these tilings 
came through safely. J. Corniiu.l. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Propagating the Aloe. —A large, strong 
Aloe growing outside here was apparently 
killed by extreme frost last winter. It 
was cut over about a foot from the ground, 
and has put out a great many strong¬ 
looking shoots from the trunk, also one or 
two from the ground. Will you kindly tell 
me how to root some of the shoots from the 
trunk?—A i.oes. 

[The shoots that are pushed out from 
the main stem of the Aloe may he struck 
to form separate plants. To do this take 
off the new shoot at its base, cutting off 


manure of any kind. In contrast to this 
a neighbour some four years ago bought a 
case of imported bulbs. When they came 
to hand they had growths 4 inches long. 
When he unpacked them I advised him to 
cover them with Moss, placing them in a 
cold frame till the growth had hardened. 
When these were planted they grew r away 
freely, blooming in due course. At tlie 
close of the second season he gave them a 
dressing of rich manure, hoping to get 
large blooms. The result was that disease 
followed, and they have done no good 
since. I had six bulbs, giving them 
ordinary culture, and now, after five 
years, these look well.—J. C: 

Armeria cephalotes. — Messrs. Bees’ 
variety of this Thrift lias proved a good 
doer during drought on the driest of dry 


Crocus speciosus —This is one of the 

cheapest and best of the autumn-flowering 
true Crocuses. It has large, handsome 
flowers of a good blue, prettily marked 
with deep purple lines. Conns can he 
purchased in August and planted at once 
at a depth of about 2 inches. The form 
called C. speciosus Aitchisoni is lovely. 
The white variety (albus) is scarce and ex¬ 
pensive. A sunny, sheltered placo should 
always be chosen to minimise as far as pos¬ 
sible the effects of any autumn storms on 
the flowers.—Ess. 

Tropaeolum polyphyllum. — In some 
gardens this fails, and even after a few 
years’ survival may ultimately die off. In 
other places it spreads with considerable 
freedom and makes good groups. Itdoesvery 
well in some Stewartry gardens, such ns 
that of Air. Robin'son-Douglas, at Orchard- 



Japanesc Wistarias (whits and blue) bower in fruit garden. (See page 423.) 


with it a small heel of tile older stem. 
Then |a>t the shoot or shoots in a mixture 
of loam, brick-rubble broken small, and 
sand. Stand in a greenhouse if there is 
one available, or in a frame. Failing these 
they may be stood in a sheltered spot out 
of doors. Give enough water to keep the 
soil moist, but at the same time guard 
against excess.] 

Lilium candidum and disease.— After a 
long experience in various soils and locali¬ 
ties I have come to regard this disease as 
the result of too rich soil. Most people 
must have noticed how this Lily thrives 
on the let-alone system in farmhouse and 
cottage gardens. Early in the year I saw 
some very fine groups, each from 2 feet to 
3 feet across, growing under some Fir- 
trees in a border facing west. They had 
not been replanted for years, and got no 


soils. Whilst most other things were 
dying a few weeks ago under a burning 
sun, the Ruby Thrift was bearing wonder¬ 
ful heads of rosy-carmine flowers on 18-inch 
s'tems. Authemis E. C. Buxton, a splen¬ 
did yellow and indifferent to drought, was 
growing with it, the combination of colour 
(with a dash of mauve Campanula carpa- 
tica thrown in) being a very happy one.— 
A. T. J. 

Clematis Nelly Moser at Kirkcudbright. 

—Air. E. A. Hornel has growing on the 
wall of his studio at Broughton House, 
Kirkcudbright, one of the finest plants of 
Clematis Nelly Aloser which I have seen. 
When I saw it on the second Saturday in 
June it was carrying a great number of 
very handsome flowers. Their mauvo 
colouring, with the red bar down the 
centre, made the contrast against the whin- 
stone walls of the studio quite delightful.— 
S. Arxott. 
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ton, Castle Douglas, and I saw a nico 
group of it tlie other day in Air. Hornel’s 
garden at Kirkcudbright. Deep planting 
is said to be desirable in places where its 
establishment has proved difficult, but in 
some places even that fails. It is difficult 
to assign any reason for its failure, as it is 
not a plant which appears above ground 
so early as to suffer from frosts.—S. 
Arnott. 

Camassia Leichtlini. —The w-hite variety 
of C. eseulenta alba is purer in colour, but 
C. Leichtlini lias better flowers, and thu 
creamy tint of its blooms is acceptable to 
many. Within recent years varieties 
have been put on the market under the 
name of C. Leichtlini hybrids. Some of 
these are exceedingly fine, with long, 
handsome spikes of large flowers. The 
blooms are of different colours, and range 
from white through light and dark blue to 
almost purple.—S. A. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

THE POTATO AND BETTER THINGS. 
In the often heavy July rain one always 
fears for the Potato disease, and for that 
and other reasons the Potato is a greatly 
overvalued food. The farmer's fields may¬ 
be left to his care and his market, but 
with the gardens it is different, and it 
would be well if in gardens less room were 
given to tire Potato and more to plants 
just as good and not so liable to disease. 
Among things that deserve a place and 
care there is the sweet or garden Indian 
Corn, a certain crop over a large area in 
England and Ireland, and a very good 
food. The Gourds and Squashes of tire 
American garden should he grown and the 
fruits allowed to mature and provide use¬ 
ful winter food. They deserve a good, 
warm spot, and more care and room than 
they often get. A source of neglected food 
is the various Haricots and so-called 
Butter Beans, so much grown in France 
and other lands. In the past winter these 
fetched high prices, while with care in 
liarvesting a home-grown supply might be 
stored away for use. Celeriac is more 
easily grown than Celery and is a very 
good vegetable. Witloof, of the Belgian 
growers, should not be forgotten, as it is 
in use in winter when vegetables are 
scarce. These are all gcod foods, and, in 
the hands of good cooks, better than ail 
l;ut tlie very best Potatoes. 

Apart from these, some few vegetables 
deserve more I bought on the part of both 
tlie gardener and the cook. The Artichoke 
should lx? better grown, and it is easy to 
free the plants of suckers in spring. Small 
hard heads are useless for tlie table. The 
Cardoon is neglected with us, and partly 
through the cook now seldom preparing 
this good esculent as it is done in France. 
The Girasole, in some ways better Ilian the 
Potato, is a useful root, and should he well 
grown and well cooked. Lastly, in every 
garden where there is room there should 
lie a few lines of the garden Swede, which 
proved so good an aid in the past winter 
and spring. With the farm near it seems 
needless, but it is handy to have some in 
the garden, which need not he so big as 
tlie well-grown cattle-feeding Swede, and 
all the better for it. W. 


MOTES AMD REPLIES. 

Cooking the Egg plant _I have some 

well-grown plants of Aubergines, and 
look forward to eating the fruit. 1 have 
not tried them before. Which are best to 
eat? 1 have both white and purple. I 
should like a good recipe for cooking the 
Egg plant.—M. A. P. 

Sowens —In tlie issue of July 14th, 
page 380, tlie note on “Sowens” awakens 
another pleasant reminiscence, for the 
Orkney housewife took a real pride in her 
soiven scones—really a variety of pancake 
—and, as youngsters at any rate, we 
always thought them a great treat.— 
W. ualfouu Bkuck, Waterford. 

Raspberry Desirg Bruneau. Raspberries 
are of fine quality this year and are hear¬ 
ing heavy crops. The Raspberry is tlie 
most valuable of the small fruits, the 
autumn-fruiting kinds supplying useful 
fruit so long and so well. The above is an 
excellent variety, with a sweeter flavour 
than most. 

Cooked cheese (ramekins).— Put \ lb. 

of cheese (Gruybre if jiossible) cut into 
small pieces, a little butter, pepper and 
salt, and j pint of water into a saucepan. 
When tills mixture boils remove it from 
tlie fire, add, little by little, sufficient 
Maize flour and ordinary flour to make a 
stiff paste. Then ypltice it on tlib fire to 
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dry it, constantly stirring to avoid burn¬ 
ing, and remove it again from the fire and 
add the yolks of two eggs and tlie whites 
beaten to a froth. Make tills paste into 
small halls, and either bake in tlie oven 
until brown, or fry them in lard, oil, or 
butter, after having rolled them in flour.— 
Country IAfe. 

Dried Prunes,— Take 1 lb. of Prunes, 
wash them in several waters; then place 
them in a deep basin and throw over them 
three times tlie space they occupy of boil¬ 
ing water. Cover the basin and do not 
uncover it for from twenty to twenty-four 
hours. At the cud of this time they will 
have swollen to their original size. They 
can then be eaten without cooking and 
will be found delicious. If there be a little 
water remaining in tlie basin a light syrup 
can be made with it and thrown over the 
Prunes, or they can be mixed with 4 lb. of 
Figs treated in the same manner liy soak¬ 
ing in boiling water, and no sugar will be 
required .—Country Life. 

Runner Beans for soups.— Seeds of 
Runner Beans have been used in my house 
for years for soups and for “ Beans and 
bacon.” Lately, also, they have been very 
successfully substituted for Lentils in that 
excellent dish, Lentil Cutlets. In my 
opinion there is nothing in which they are 
not quite as useful as Lentils. Like 
Lentils, they have to be soaked a long 
time previous to use. After soaking, they 
must be skinned, which is an easy matter 
then, but not after cooking. This is an 
important point. When skinned, they 
have the pleasant white appearance of 
Lentils or Butter Beans. The Runner 
Beans, being larger, are better fitted for 
these purposes than the dwarf kinds.— 
S. Jackson, Shrewsbury, in Gardeners' 
Chronicle. 

Watercress as a vegetable.— It is a com¬ 
mon custom to make a salad of fresldy-cut 
Watercress, adding two parts of oil to one 
of vinegar, salt and pepper, but few people 
know that this favourite plant is excellent 
as either a soup, with the addition of 
Potatoes and Tapioca to thicken, or cooked 
in water like Spinach, clibpped and 
seasoned with butter, pepper, and salt. 
Watercress is also very palatable served 
with boiled or fried fish; it gives an im¬ 
proved flavour to whiting, hake, skate, or 
mackerel. When served with fish it is 
merely washed and treated in the way 
usual when eaten in its natural state, tlie 
fisli placed in the centre of the dish and 
the Watercress around ir. Watercress is 
recommended to all for its health-giving 
properties.— Country Life. 

Rhubarb in France.— in this district we 
have many Belgian munition workers, and 
some of tlie women coming frequently for 
Rhubarb, I asked one of them whether 
the taste for it iiad been acquired In this 
country, but she said that it is in high 
favour in Flanders and that she had been 
accustomed to eat it from childhood, but 
always as “ confiture,” never in tlie form 
of the various pastries so common with 
us. This may account for the fact, 
as recently slated in Ibis paper, that It is 
in use in Picardy, for the inhabitants of 
this part of France and the people of 
Flanders would naturally, in a great 
measure, bo mutually influenced by their 
respective customs. I should say, how¬ 
ever, that it would only ho in that district 
that Rhubarb is in use as with us.—.1. 
CoRNHILr., Byfhet. 

Barley bread. — According to tlie re¬ 
ports of the Board of Agriculture for 
July, “Barley is promising and is likely 
to be tlie best of tlie cereal crops, though 
not quite reaching the average.” This 


being so, it may be worth while to point 
out that in the northern districts of 
England Barley bread has never completely 
died out as au article of diet, and is being 
revived with great success at the present 
moment. Perhaps the word Barley 
“bread” is misleading, as the custom is 
not to make a regular loaf like the wheaten 
one. The old form in which Barley-meal 
was used was that of the Barley bannock, 
a cake about 2 inches in thickness which 
was baked upon the griddle that at one 
time was considered a necessary cooking 
utensil in every cottage and farmhouse of 
tlie North. Good cooks in the present day 
have improved on tlie bannock by making 
Barley scones, which are every bit ns 
palatable as those made from wheaten 
flour. They are also as wholesome as any¬ 
thing possibly can be in tlie way of food.— 
Country IAfe. 

Rhubarb poisoning.— We all know that 
many of the newspapers publish matters 
which will not boar investigation, but your 
correspondent, Katharine Thring, in con¬ 
demning them and advocating the use of 
soda, seems to ignore the fact that some 
people may, with impunity, take food that 
would be very harmful to others. Person¬ 
ally, I have suffered from au excess of 
uric acid from my young days, although I 
was at all times an exceedingly small meat 
eater and very abstemious in food am] 
drink. I do not know what particular 
acid is present in Rhubarb or Sorrel, liut 
I do know that both are exceedingly in¬ 
jurious to me, and will quickly bring on 
an attack of a gouty diameter. What is 
more, Lemon-juice is just as dangerous in 
my ease, though it is often recommended 
by medical men to those who suffer from 
uric acid troubles. Rhubarb loaves,' of 
course, I should not dream of eating, and 
should think that after the experience of 
this spring they will, for tlie future, be 
left entirely alone. Vinegar in any shape 
or form I dam not touch, nor, in fact, 
anything of an acid nature. It may liy 
many ho thought strange that I lie citric 
acid present in Lemons should lie injuri¬ 
ous, lint from painful experience 1 know it 
is so in my ease.— K, U. W. 

Figs in the open in Surrey and Sussex.— 

Having lost about half a life trying to 
grow that most wholesome fruit, tlie Fig. 
owing, as I think, to too deep and over- 
rich soil, I wrote to a friend who treated 
it differently, and got this reply.—W. 

“ Those Figs you sent me—now many 
years ago—have done admirably, and 
nearly every year have borne well. 
They came under French names, viz., 
Dauphine. early, large, round; Violette 
de la Frette, a smaller, longer Fig (I 
should say very near Brown Turkey); 
and Blanche d’Argenteuil, a large, 
long, green fruit, late, and generally 
not so satisfactory as the others. If 
you do not go to France for your 
plants I should say Brown Turkey is 
the safest for planting in the open. 
When I planted them 1 gave them a 
good lot of lime rubbish—anything of 
the kind I could get hold of. but no 
manure as far as I remember. Even 
so, they grow only too freely, aud I 
have to out away a good deal every 
three years. The only difficulty is to 
keep the fruits from the many enemies 
—wasps, ants, birds, rats. The French 
oiled bags are of no use, wasps eat 
large holes in them. I find common 
paper bags the best protection, and it 
is easy to fasten them with a little 
strip of lead—much quicker to fix and 
undo than any tie. I eat skin and all. 

In Violette de la Eqette especially it 
is sugary and well flavoured.—G. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

NO WISTARIA. 

Witr.N' I dime into possession of my gar¬ 
den not a Wistaria, sick or well, was to 
be seen in it, anil I tried to make 
good the void. I have often been struck 
with the little artistic use made of this 
noblest of hardy climbers in our gardens, 
though there are line examples here and 
there. The graceful ways in which one 
roes the Wistaria used abroad over gate¬ 
ways and garlanding the tops of dead 
walls in France anil Italy are not often 
seen with ns, and so I tried plants in 
various positions, not sure that soil or 
climate would give me the result hoped 


(lower that this Desfoutainea stands out 
as quite distinct from any other shrub. 
The blossoms, funnel-shaped and of a 
thick, wax-like texture, are each about 
lfj inches long and i inch in diameter at 
the oi>ening. The body of the flower is of 
a deep scarlet colour, while the lobes at 
the mouth are rich yellow, thus forming a 
very showy combination. It may be pro¬ 
pagated from cuttings or seeds. Like 
most shrubs from Chili, it thrives best in 
seaside districts. In the neighbourhood 
of London it does not, as a rule, succeed, 
and. the same applies to many other in¬ 
land places. Where it does succeed, how¬ 
ever, it is one of the most beautiful of 
hardy-flowering shrubs, and one that 
blooms from July onwards. The spiny 


coronarius, it has given rise to a race of 
small-growing kinds. The first of this 
section was P. Isjmoinei, which, or at nlL 
events the form of it known ns F. L. 
erectus, still remains one of the best.— 

Philadelphus grandiflorus _So far as 

size of individual blooms is concerned, P. 
grandiflorus is well entitled to its specific 
name. The flowers, larger than those of 
any other Mock Orange, including the 
handsome hybrid varieties raised within re¬ 
cent years, are of a pleasing white, and 
are borne freely. This season I have seen 
some magnificent bushes some 10 feet or 
1 ‘2 feet high covered with the lovely 
fragrant flowers.—D umfiiies. 

Magnolia parviflora. —“A. I). Webster,” 
in “Hardy Ornamental Flowering Trees 



Wistaria over hall door. Gravetye. (Sec also pages 419 and 421.) 


for. Well, this season plants in many 
positions flowered as well and as freely as 
1 could desire, aspect making little differ¬ 
ence. The kinds tried were all tbe ob¬ 
tainable forms of the Chinese and 
Japanese. All grew freely from the first, 
and seem to Improve yearly, getting very 
little attention ns to pruning or trimming, 
often none. „ 

Xo special care as to soil was taken, It 
being mostly cool loam. Good, strong 
plants from layers were used. W. 


MOTES AND REPLIES. 

Desfontainea spinosa. — when out of 
bloom this might be readily mistaken for 
a Holly, as the leaves much resemble those 
of some forms of 


Gd "gte" 


leaves are strictly evergreen in character. 

K. R. W. 

Philadelphus microphy llus.— Introduced 
from Colorado in tbe early 80's of the last 
century, this Philadelphus soon became 
generally distributed. It is very distinct 
from tbe other Mock Oranges, forming a 
dense mass of slender, dark-coloured 
branches, each about a yard in height. 
The flowers, each about an inch across, 
are plentifully scattered over the entire 
plant, being usually borne singly. Taken 
altogether, it is a very pleasing little 
shrub, whose flowers have a fragrance 
very suggestive of ripe Apples. Apart 
from its own intrinsic merit, P. micro¬ 
phyllus has proved of considerable value 
to the hybridist, as, in conjunction with 
other kinds, particularly the European I’. 


and Shrubs,” says that this “cannot 
generally be relied upon as hardy.” Few 
who know it will be prepared to dispute 
this verdict, but it may interest some who 
dwell in favoured districts to know that it 
is hardy and flowers well in a border in the 
garden of Sir Herbert Maxwell, at Mon- 
reith, Wigtownshire. Its rather globular, 
white, fragant flowers arg delightful when 
cut, and those who have suitable places 
will do well to keep M. parviflora in mind 
when planting flowering shrubs. — 8. 
Aknott. 


"The English Flower Garden and Homo 
Grounds —New Edition, 12th, revised, tcilh descriptions 
of all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture, and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium Svo, 13*. ; 
post free, 15s. Gd. Of all Booksellers or from the ojiice 
of Gardening Illustrated, 93, Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
London, W.C. t. 
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VEGETABLES. 

BEES AND POTATOES. 

An alarmist report lias been sent to the 
Press from North Devon, where certain 
“swarms'’ (or stocks) of bees have been 
found dead “ It is presumed,” says the 
report, “ that they died in consequence of 
having worked among the flowers of 
Potato plants which had been sprayed 
with a patent mixture to keep off disease. 
One of the experts of the Food Production 
Department said that the story was im¬ 
probable, almost to the twilit of the im¬ 
possible. lie mentioned that some years 
ago a similar aspersion was cast upon the 
washes used for spraying fruit-trees, but 
on investigation no evidence could be dis¬ 
covered in support of the suggestion. The 
bees on that occasion were found to have 
died of Isle of Wight disease. “In the 
present instance it is most likely that the 
cause is the same,'' said the export. “ 1 
do not know what the ‘ pi teat mixture 
referred to is. of course. The copper sul 
phate generally used for spraying Potatoes 
is insoluble and very unlikely to be taken 
up by bees. Furthermore, in the modern 
varieties of Potatoes much of the bloom 
droiw before opening, and if the rotate 
flower were attractive to bees there is very 
little of it about. As a matter of fact. 1 
have never seen a l;ee working amongst 
Potato plants, and I am told by bee-keepers 
that there is something about the plants 
that seems to repel bees. On the whole, 1 
think you can say safely that whatever 
pile cause of the death of these Devonshire 
bees it lias nothing to do with Potato- 
spraying, as recommended liy the Food 
Production Department.” 

DISEASE AMONG VEGETABLES: 

METHODS OF l’UEVENTION. 

It may be well t > discuss methods of pre¬ 
venting tlie appearance and the spread of 
tlie several diseases which attack \ege- 
tihlos. Prevention is better and easier 
than cure. 

During tlie last few weeks much has been 
done to prevent or counteract tlie Potato 
disease. Growers should get into touch 
with Board of Agriculture officials and 
have tlie spraying done for them with the 
proper mixture anil in a proper mnmiei. 
The Bordeaux mixture, which is usually 
employed, is rather difficult for small 
growers to make successfully and econo¬ 
mically. There need he no scruple about 
letting" it fall on other plants growing 
among or near the Potatoes, hut if those 
plants are forward and likely to lie used 
almost at once it should In* kept off them 
on account of the iwlsou. Those suspected 
of being tainted should be washed 
thoroughly before use. The mixture is 
only a preventive. Where tlie weather and 
other conditions favour tlie disease and it 
lias already ap]ieared there is little hoi* 
of the mixture being effective. 

Another preventive measure for crops 
affected with disease or dangerous insect 
posts is to burn all the waste foliage. It 
is not enough to put it on the garden 
rubbish heap whence the disease may inter 
return to the garden. Immediate burning 
is advised. Where a diseased crop lias 
been growing tlie land will have become 
foul. Tlie dull months when the soil is 
not occupied with a crop give us the 
opportunity to dress it with gas lime. This 
should be strewn over the surface and 
lightly hoed or raked in. hut as it destroys 
plant life ns well as disease tlie ground 
must not he used for cropping for at least 
two months after a mild application. Sub¬ 
sequent exposure to frost by deep digging 
aud ridging will greatly sweeten tbe soil. 

Digitized by (jOOQIC 


The same site should not he used during i 
tlie following season for the same crop. 
Wherever diseased roots have been stored 
tlie surroundings should bo well cleansed 
with hot soapy water. Bags in which 
diseased Potatoes have been stored should 
he dipped in a copper of boiling water be¬ 
fore they are again used. Sand for storing 
diseased roots should not lie used again for 
tlie purpose or put upon the garden. 

There are, therefore, several ways of 
preventing disease. Keep the soil sweet 
by thorough aeration, by trenching, deep 
digging, or ridging, and by liming. To 
ascertain whether a soil contains enough 
lime, which, it should be remembered, is 
absolutely essential to fertility, take a fair 
sample, put into a tumbler, and pour over 
it some muriatic acid. If there is no 
effervescence there is not enough lime. 
Spray before disease apiiears, burn all 
waste vegetation of diseased crops, dress 
tlie soil vacated by a diseased crop with 
gas-lime, procure trustworthy seeds and 
plants, and do not use tlie same site suc¬ 
cessively fur the same crop.— The Timet. 


Autumn-sown Onions. — A good-sized 
plot of ground on which lo sow Onions to 
stand the winter should now be got ready. 
If the plot has carried a crop which lias 
drawn largely on the manure dug in lust 
season, or such as was applied in tlie 
spring, it will he necessary to give it a 
further dressing. Soot and lime should 
also tie applied if there is reason to sup¬ 
pose that inserts are present and likely to 
give trouble. If well dug now and left, 
the surface will break down to a fine tilth 
and render seed-sowing easy by tlie second 
or third week of August. When the whole 
of the plants are U> be transplanted else¬ 
where tlie seed may lie sown on a border, 
as they will be out of the way by the 
middle of February next, so that it can 
be prepared for some other crop. In that 
ease, although the soil must he in good 
heart In order to obtain good, strong 
plants, there will be no necessity to pre¬ 
pare it so elaborately for seed-sowing. 
Another method of raising the plants 
when space is limited is to sow tlie seed 
between newly-planted Strawberries, one 
drill between eacli row of plants. Here, 
again, the Onions will not prove detri¬ 
mental in any way, as they will lie drawn 
and set out elsewhere lung before the 
Strawberries will need the space. Of 
varieties more suitable than others, per¬ 
haps, are White Leviathan and Giant 
Lemon ltoeca. Alisa Craig, Giant Zittau, 
and Cranston's Excelsior may also, if de¬ 
sired, lie sown at tlie same time. For use 
early in spring Silver Queen is useful.— 
II. N. 

Potitceo- cutting ever tha tops. — In 

small gardens tall-growing kinds are not 
to be recommended. Many growers plant 
them too close together both in the row 
and between the rows, this causing them 
to draw and get very tall. Last year in 
small gardens I found King Edward much 
grown. In some places the haulm was 
5 feet high. In my own garden I planted 
it and several other strong growers to try 
the effect of reducing tlie growths. This 
I have done for years with good results. 
I planted the tubers 2{ feet from row to 
row and 18 inches in the rows. The soil 
being new to this crop and tlie weather 
moist they grew 5 feet high, with large 
leafage. When the dry spell of July and 
early August had gone I saw signs of 
disease, and resolved t:i reduce the small 
side shoots and the lops, retaining all the 
large leaves. By so doing, the tops stood 
upright, while those not cut over fell down 
on the ground. With the moist weather 
disease set in, causing sad havoc to the 
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foliage of those on the ground, while those 
cut over retained their leafage double the 
time. When the crop was dug those cut 
over had scarcely a diseased tuber, while 
those not so treated suffered badly from 
disense.— West Surrey. 

War economy in the hitchtn garden.— 
Everyone admits tlie desirability in these 
times of tilling ail vegetable ground to its 
utmost capacity, but there is a tendency 
to overdo this, and planting green crops 
between Hie Potato rows is an example. 

I do not say this is not admissible when 
tlie Potatoes are represented by varieties 
of short, compact growth and the rows 
are fairly wide apart, but where the strong 
haulm covers all the griuiud and it is diffi¬ 
cult. except given a lot of time, to coniine 
it to the higher ground green crops get 
spindly and drawn when mixed up with 
other foliage, and if ground, is to be tilled 
after Potatoes it is far better lo have these 
ill early ami second early sorts that come 
In (illicitly and keep well, like Sharpe's 
Express, Ninetyfold, aiul Sir John 
Llewellyn, especially in gardens of small 
and medium size. As soon as the ground 
is clear plant or sow good strains of a 
dwarf Kale, Sprouting Broccoli, and 
Spring Cabbage; also Winter Spinach, 
Onions, and Turnips. This is a far more 
satisfactory way than mixing up different 
crops.—E. B. S., Hardwick. 

Two hardy Kales. —The past winter lias 
tried the hardiness of all green crops. 
Out of many Kales, 1 found that Cot¬ 
tager’s Ivale proved the most hardy—not 
one was killed. Scotch Kale, by its side, 
suffered badly. Some think Cottager’s 
Kale poor when cooked, while others oo- 
ject to its tall habit and dull colour. 
When cooked the colour is not visible, and 
I do not agree as to its poor quality. Its 
tall habit is a gain, so far as sprouting is 
concerned. The Thousand Headed Kale 
should also be grown, this having stood 
well, but much of its leafage was black¬ 
ened by frost, although no plants were 
killed. ‘ Even Brussels Sprouts, where 
large and coarse, were killed half way 
down.— West Surrey. 

Two excellent manures —Iii these days, 
when there are so many chemical manures 
on the market, some of them with a great 
reputation, it is well not to lose sight of 
two homely ingredients which everyone 
may use to considerable advantage just 
now, among vegetables in particular. 1 
refer to soot and salt. To those who are 
desirous of having hue Onions, not a par¬ 
ticle of soot from the kitchen range should 
he wasted, as, mixed with salt—coarse 
agricultural salt for preference—it forms 
one of the best stimulrfnts. ^ A little 
should be applied each week. Not only to 
Onions, but to things like Cabbages, 
Carrots, and Parsnips, 1 have used it with 
good results.—T ownsman. 

Onions on nsw ground. —A good many 
people who sowed Onion seed on new- 
ground without a vestige of manure and 
anticipated lifting good bulbs in the 
autumn are doomed to he disappointed. 
A tour round a number of allotments re¬ 
veals the fact that the absence of nutri¬ 
ment and a previous preparation of the 
ground are tlie cause of failure. The best. 
that can be done with such plants js to 
draw them for present use. There is no 
short cut to growing good bulbs for winter 
use, as it is only by rich feeding that one 
may expect to achieve such results. 
Townsman. 

Potato British Queen —My experience 
of this Potato is that, while it is one of the 
best of the second earlies, and may, if 
planted in May, be depended upon for 
lifting about the middle of July, it. is also 
a splendid late cropper, and keeps in quite 
good condition until the following May. 
Both on sandy soil and that where clay 
predominates, I beard very good accounts 
of it last year. It is a wonderful cropper 
and a good cooker.—L kahurst. 
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ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

TRIALS WITH FLOWER GARDEN 
EDGINGS. 

IX.— Campanula turbinata. —This, the 
true plant, is a handsome alpine Hairbell, 
and better for the rock garden than as 
an edging. I tried it in ordinary cool soil 
just within the stone edging, where it did 
very well. In flower the effect was fine. 
It does not, however, meet my wants ns a 
good edging to a flower-bed, as for thus 
purpose it should bloom throughout the 
summer, when the garden should be at its 
best. It is excellent for the rock garden. 

W. 


OMPHALODES LUCILLE. 

For some reason or other, Omplialodes 
Lucilia' one hardly ever sees in gardens. 
I only remember coming across it three 
times, and in each ease it was doing re¬ 
markably well. First I saw it in a 
garden at Reading, where a number of 
specimens wine very happy in good loam. 
Some of them, I remember, were growing 
in a Rose bed. Then I saw it in a Rutland 
garden, some of the best, plants forming a 
sort of edg'ng to a bod by I lie carriage- 


stock, and probably risky, and cuttings 
would, I should imagine, be very difficult 
to manage. I have never tried them, and 
so long as my plants continue to seed I 
never shall. 

Occasionally, seedlings occur with 
green instead of the typical glaucous grey 
leaves, and while-flowered specimens are 
not uncommon, but neither of tlie.se forms 
is very desirable, for nothing can equal 
the beauty of the typical plant. Ompha- 
lodes Luciiite is said to be exceed¬ 
ingly diflicult to grow, and I, therefore, 
think it worth recording what I believe to 
be the two principal causes of its success 
with me—viz., very stony, limestone soil, 
and a cool, northern aspect. I give it no 
protection in winter, and do not coddle it 
in any way. It receives a reasonable 
Amount of water in Hot, dry weather— 
cold, hard water, direct from the main. 

Stevenage. Clarence Elliott. 


DIANTIIUS FIREFLt. 

In the summer of 1915 I made a great 
number of crosses between various sjiecies 
and varieties of Dinut bus, one of which 
gave me a brilliant and useful hybrid 
which I call Dianthus Firefly. Tile seed 
parent was Dianthus neglectus and the 
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drive, where they were seeding freely into 
the limestone gravel. A third colony was 
in Hampshire, growing on a little heap of 
stony soil lieaiied against the north side 
of a wall. At that time I had a solitary 
plant of Omplialodes Luciiite doing fairly | 
well on a level bed of granite moraine, j 
The Hampshire colony suggested a better ^ 
way with the plant. I dug it up in the 
autumn, and split it up into a dozen or 
so pieces, each with a little root, which I 
planted in comfortable running fissures 
tilled with limestone moraine mixture, 
between limestone rooks which fotrn the 
skeleton of my present moraine. The 
aspect was north. The rather mutilated 
pieces all lived, and have done well. Last 
year they flowered splendidly, and this 
year they are even better. The glaucous, 
grey-green leaves, and soft blue flowers, 
like gigantic Forget-me-not blossoms, show 
perfectly against the surrounding blue- 
grey water-worn limestone rocks. The 
moraine soil between the rocks in which 
the plants are growing is made up of 
about two thirds limestone chips and one 
third loam and silver sand. The plant 
seeds pretty freely, and seeds, if sown as 
soon as ripe, afford the best means of in¬ 
crease. Old plants may be divided—with 
care—and cuttings may be struck, though 
division is a slow way of increasing the 
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pollen parent a crimson-scarlet Sweet 
William. Firefly bloomed last year very 
freely and gave a large number of 
cuttings, which struck easily and have 
made good flowering plants this year. 
They came into bloom about three weeks 
ago and are now (June 2nd) at the height 
of their glory, with the promise «f several 
weeks more of blossoming. The plant 
forms a neat tuft of foliage which shows 
strong traces of Sweet William blood, 
though it is narrower and more refined 
than that of any Sweet William. The 
flower-stems are stiff and wiry, very erect, 
j and stained at the joints with the dark 
reddish colouring which is characteristic 
of many red Sweet Williams. Each carries 
a terminal head of from one to three 
blossoms, with usually a brancblet or two 
carrying other flowers. The stems are 
each from <i inches to 9 inches high, and 
each blossom measures rather more than 
an inch in diameter. In colour they are 
of a wonderful cnrmine-ecarlet, and, as an 
added beauty, each lias a central eye of 
deep blue-black and a cluster of blue-black 
anthers. I have several plants of Firefly 
on the rock garden, some in ordinary loam 
and others in limestone moraine, and all 
have come through the winter unharmed. 

Two other hybrids of the same year gave 
great promise at first, but have since died. 


One was a cross between Dianthus alpinus 
and D. deltoides superbus. It was a glori¬ 
fied D. Woodfordensis, of superb and 
brilliant colouring. It died in its first 
year, without issue. Then there were some 
D. superbus and Sweet William hybrids, 
a dozen or so line plants of Sweet William 
mien, with clustered heads of gigantic 
Sweet William blossoms, deeply fringed, 
deliciously scented, and some of them of 
grand colouring. Unfortunately, they all 
perished. Dianthus Firefly, on the other 
hand, has an uncommonly good constitu¬ 
tion, is easily propagated, and shows every 
sign of making itself at home in English 
gardens. Clarence Elliott. 

Stevenage. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Alpine Pinks in the moraine garden.— 

Dianthus alpinus does beautifully, especi¬ 
ally in the more limy portion. Several of 
my plants were raised from seed, and the 
flowers vary somewhat, both in size, 
colour, and zone marking: it is usual to 
muleli them after blooming, and again in 
the winter or spring. Plants not in 
moraine are apt to go off through being 
attacked at the root, and also from the 
persistent attacks of the slug family. D. 
Freynii, the plant I have representing this, 
lias what I take to be the characteristics 
of this species, being dwarf, compact, and 
having flowers each about J inch in dia¬ 
meter on very short stems, but the flowers 
are white with a thin pink zone, and some¬ 
what disappointing. I), neglectus, the 
prettiest of the Dianthus family, while, 
np a rule, satisfactory under ordinary con¬ 
ditions if precautions are taken to prevent 
it being overgrown, revels under moraine 
conditions. A plant that I have in this is 
covered with its lovely blooms every 
season, and last summer had over 150 
flowers at fts first flowering. If the dead 
flowers are picked off at the time and the 
plant is mulched, it continues to bloom 
until well into the autumn. D. sylvestris 
lias flowers somewhat like those of tlie 
last, but on much longer stems—in fact, 
too long for a small moraine, the specimen 
1 had having flowering stems well over 
12 inches in length, and requiring staking 
to keep it off adjacent plants.—T. A. 
Lofthouse in The Gat den. 

Campanula Raineri hirsuta. —Last year 
I put a single plant of Campanula Raineri 
hirsuta oil a sunny slope of my limestone 
moraine. It has spread into a clump 
about a foot across, and is now (July 
10th), and lias been for the last fortnight, 
covered with blossom. In form the 
flowers come near those of Campanula 
carpatica, cap-shaped, each li inches 
across, pale lavender-blue, and carried up¬ 
right upon very short stems. The plant, 
in spite of its large flowers, is much 
dwarfer than Campanula carpatica—even 
limn the dwarf C. carpatica turbinata— 
none of the stems more than a couple of 
inches high. It differs from the Cam¬ 
panula carpatica forms, too, in having a 
running habit, while C. carpatica is de¬ 
cidedly tufted. On this account it is much 
more easily increased by division than C. 
carpatica. The leaves are more or less 
clothed with soft, downy hairs. Cam¬ 
panula Raineri hirsuta is rare in cultiva¬ 
tion, but is quite easy to grow, and a most 
satisfactory plant in every way. Although 
I am growing it at present on the moraine, 
I see no reason why it should not do 
equally well in any good, light, gritty 
soil. It would he very effective planted 
to run through narrow crevices in the rock 
garden, and also in'the dry retaining wall. 
From its dwarfness and the freedom with 
wh'ch it covers the ground. Campanula 
Raineri hirsuta is a very charming plant. 
' —Clarence Elliott 1 , StVnha<je. 
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GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 

GARDEN MICE. 

Mice are at all times destructive little 
animals, and long-tailed mice in particular 
will do no end of harm in a kitchen gar¬ 
den. Last year, despite the hard-working 
owls, they took nearly all tile fust lot of 
Reas, scratching them up just as they 
began to grow, and the rows had to he 
sown again. They also fared sumptuously 
when the Strawberries were ripe, and, not 
content with what they could eat, bit off 
and piled into heaps quantities of the 
l'ntit. Despite their destructive ways the 
long-tails are beautiful little mice, slim 
and elegant, witli large black eyes and big 
nervous ears, the daintiest of paws, and 
tlie quickest of movements, so that to 
chase one is an almost hopeless task. 
Another smart mouse which is far too 
common in the garden is the 
Bank Vole, for it is a dreadful little 
thief. It will eat anything from green 
food, such as Lettuces, up to Corn, seeds, 
and fruit. However, it is fairly easy to 
trap, a piece of luond or cheese proving 
an irresistible halt, in which particular it 
differs from the held vole, which is also 
plentiful wherever there is long, rough 
herbage, for It lives entirely on Grass, and 
no bait attracts it. As a matter of fact, 
it does not do a great deal of harm, apart 
from the tunnels it makes in the Grass, 
for it does not interfere even with 
Narcissus bulbs, ('locus bulbs it irifl eat, 
but none of ttic Daffodil lype, for I have 
tried repeatedly with captive voles, and 
you could lioL starve them into touching 
the bulbs.—Miss 1’itt in The Badminton 
Magazine. 


ROTES A\D REPIAES. 

Grubs of cockchafer.—I am sending you 
some specimens of a grub which is doing 
considerable damage to the Army gardens 
at this base, at which I am stationed for a 
few days. Every day a number of Lettuce, 
Turnips, etc., suddenly wither away, and, 
when dug up, this animal is found at tli ■ 
roots. Tno soil is sand and horse manure. 
Can you tell me, please, what they are, 
where they come from, and the best means 
of getting rid of them? Dressing the 
ground with soot has failed, so far, as they 
seem to breed and live entirely under¬ 
ground. I shall lie most, grateful for ad¬ 
vice.—C'or.ix If. Campuell (Capt.), 21 / 
France. 

[The grub sent is the larva of the cock¬ 
chafer, which is even more prevalent in 
France than in England. It is an omnivor¬ 
ous insect and lives in the grub state 
several years. Where plants are attacked 
tlie ground should be turned up as soon as 
possible in till" autumn and so expose the 
hi me to such birds as rooks, peewits, and 
gulls, which are very l'onil of them. On 
the approach of winter the larvae descend 
several inches into tlie soil and are then 
not turned out in digging. The only treat¬ 
ment possible now would lie to fork in 
some crude naphthalene or to use one of 
the soil fumigants of which naphthalene is 
the base, or to inject carbon bisulphide 
into tlie soil. The last is often done in 
France, where it is fairly cheap and where 
an injector for treating the soil is to be 
obtained.] 

Celery maggot.—The ravages being 
committed by this post are, it is feared, 
considerable this season. Unless looked 
after and an effort made to save the 
foliage either by picking off badly-infected 
portions of leaves or pinching betwixt 
linger and thumb (be jiortion of leaf con¬ 
taining tlie maggots when first they batch 
out, the plants will become greatly 
weakened and UiC'*ultiinate refillt disnp- 
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pointing. A good deterrent, is soot, and 
with tills all plants, whether they have 
been attacked or not, should he frequently 
dusted over while the foliage is damp 
either from rain, dew, or made so by 
syringing. By its judicious use soot will, 
if used in time, render Ihe plants almost, 
if not quite, immune from attack.—A. W. 

NATIONAL CARNATION AND RICOTEE 
SOCIETY. 

(SoL'THEitx Section.) 

Tni'. annual exhibition of this Society was 
hold on .Inly 17th last in conjunction with 
tlie fortnightly meeting of the Royal 
Horticultural Society. The entries were 
regarded equal to those of tile two pre¬ 
ceding years, though, generally, couiiieli- 
tion was far from keen and much vacant 
sluice was remarked. Tlie llowcrs shown 
in vases with full-length stems were the 
chief attraction, nut a few of these being 
of exceptional merit. For the first time 
in the history of the Society, so far as we 
remember, all ibnvers were to lie shown 
in rare: without rant:, which We trust is 
hut a stepping-stone to other needed im¬ 
provements, eg., tile over-dressing- we 
have hit fierin referred to Ibis as muti¬ 
lating of the dowers so painfully obvious 
among the Flakes and Rlssiirres. Why 
this should still he so is'difficult. In under- 
sin ml. particularly when in heavy type the 
closing sentence of Regulation !> reads: 
"The judges will lie instructed to pass 
over any blooms that they consider have 
Peril perceptibly dressed," Surely, liowors 
that have little more Ilian a couple of 
rows of petals have been “ perceptibly 
dreused." Mr. James Douglas was, as-in 
former years, a chief prize-winner, secur¬ 
ing seven first prizes in nil and taking Ihe 
Cartwright Challenge Cup given to the 
winner of the largest number of points in 
the open classes 1!) to IN inclusive. 

In tlie classes for "Selfs" Mr. Douglas 
was first for white, with Albion: yellow, 
with Sulphur: scarlet, with Frijiyanm; 
huff or terra cotta, with Elizabeth 
Sliiffuer; and for a self of any other 
colour not previously mentioned, showing 
the Grey Douglas, a superb flower of rare 
solidity of petal and of lavender-grey tone. 
This, without doubt, was the most ad¬ 
mired variety shown. In the maroon 
class Mr. II. \V. Frostich, Norbury. was 
first with Mrs. Geo. Marshall, Mr. 1!. 
Morton occupying the leading place in the 
yellow or buff ground fancy class with 
Skirmisher. In each of these classes six 
blooms of the one variety are required, 
preference being given—all else being 
equal—to those blooms shown without 
supports, an important item with flowers 
grown for garden decoration. The Grey 
Douglas, above named, has an exception¬ 
ally strong mid rigid stem. In other re¬ 
spects it is virtually "perfect. In the class 
for six seifs, dissimilar, in six vases, throe 
blooms ol' each variety, Mr. II. Lukoninn 
was lirst, his host Icing Hilda lilick, 
IlooUlmni While, mid Mrs. G. Marshall: 
Mr. Douglas was second, his Airs. Percy 
Smith (pink) being awarded Premier. For 
six Fancies other than white ground. Mr. 
Douglas was first, having Lord Steyne, 
Pasquin, Lieutenant Sbackelton. Edenside, 
and others. In this class the Premier 
Fancy was Lord Steyne, shown by Mr. II. 
Lnkemnn. 

In the non-competitive section both Mr. 
Douglas and Mr. Lukcman showed excel¬ 
lent collections of flowers, tlie former 
having Mona, Surrey Clove (crimson), and 
Queen Eleanor (yellow ground), in addi¬ 
tion to many already named, the latter in¬ 
cluding Border (yellow), Becky Sharpe 
< (yellow ground with crimson). 


THE WEEK'S WORK. 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In gloom July 24th. — Clematis (in 
variety), Roses (many species and varie¬ 
ties). Solatium crispum. Honeysuckles (in 
variety), Polygonum baUlschuanieum, Des- 
modium pendulfflorum, Actinidia arguta, 
Cahjeanthus ]loridns, Ceano-thus (in 
variety), Abclia rapes/vis, Dcutzias (in 
variety i, Carpentaria californica, Rhus tin 
variety), Escallonias (in variety), Colutca 
arltorcscens, hardy Fuchsias (in variety). 
Intlignfera Ocrardiana, Teucriutn fruti- 
cans, Lava leva Olbia, Spirwas (in variety), 
Herbcris M'ilsoni, Olearias (in variety), 
Catalpa bignonioldes, shrubby Veronicas 
Cm variety). Scnvcio tlreyi. Potent ilia 
arborca. Ononis frulicosa, Spurt in m jail¬ 
er am, Oiytnis (in variety), Hydrangea 
hortensis, Amlromedas, Hypericums (in 
variety), Ruphiotepis ot Mita, Lcpto- 
spermum Cliapmanni, Cass in in fulvida, 
lied guar am muUijuynm, Eremnrns 
Bunyei, I,ilium: (in variety), H yacht thus 
eiindietins, Tritomas (in variety), Incar- 
rillra llelarayi. Gladiolus tin variety). 
In l/ihiirinms i in variety). Phloxes I in 
rariely). Moving longifolia, Eriycrons (in 
variety), Heteiiiinn aiitumnale. Chrysan¬ 
themum maximum (in variety), Eryn- 
yiain OUreriauuni, ,F. amethystinum, 

Gnleyn llartlandi. Anvliasas (in variety). 
Fell inops rat liraicus, Mcconopsis (in 
ra riel in, Sidaleens (in variety), (Euothcra 
tin variety). I.ohelia enrdinalix. Lupins tin 
variety), Cheiranlhiis Allionl, Eroilinms 
(in variety), A nIherieiims (in variety), 
Canterbury Hells. Kcabinsas (in variety). 
Aeliillrns (ill variety). Campanulas. 
Funl.inx l in variety), Storks tin variety). 
Pen tut vinous (in variety), Alst rwmerias, 
Plumbago Larpeiitw, Manillas (in variety), 
Candytuft tin variety). Potent illas (in 
variety). Acantholimon ytumaeeum, Andvo- 
saec lanuginosa, Linarias (in variety), 
Itryas oetopctala, Diantlius (in variety). 
Pa rochet us com m an is. Convolvulus (in 
variety), Sa.cifraga Forlunei, Gypsophilas 
(in variety), dwarf Veronicas (in variety). 
Om phaiodes cappadocica. Nierentbergia 
rirulavis, Sedums (in variety), Houstonia 
arnica, SHenes (in variety). Thymus 
SerpyUum (in several shades of colour), 
Flh ion emu eoridifoliuin, (leums , (in 
variety), Sagina glabra, Arenariti tetra- 
r/uetra, Onosnta tauricum, Santolina 
atpina, S. viridls, Fraukcnia laris, Gen- 
liana asclepiadett , G. septemflda, Con¬ 
volvulus mauritanieus, C. Cncorum, Codo- 
nopsis ovata, Oxalis floribunda, Aym- 
phwas (in variety), Sagittarius. It u lout as 
main Halits, Cyprrus (in variety), Carer 
(in variety). Iris Ktrmpferi, Seneeio 
clironnii, S. japouica. Lysimaehias. Epilu- 
biums, Halida gas, hyihrum rnseiim. Poly¬ 
gonums (in variety), Myosotis palustris. 

The week’s work lias been mostly of n 
routine nature. Climbing Roses on poles, 
pergolas, ole., are much benefited by the 
removal of tbo old wood as soon as the 
flowering is past. Half-hardy climbers of 
rampant growth need attention and occa¬ 
sional tying and training to ensure even 
development. Sweet Peas are continuing 
to flower well, and still making vigorous 
growth. Remove all seed pods as they 
form, anil stop the leading growths to en¬ 
courage laterals. Many of the earlier- 
flowering shrubs may now lie propagated 
from cuttings of half ripened wood. An 
excellent method of striking these, is 
known as the hot-frame system. The cut¬ 
tings are inserted in rows in a bed rff silver 
sand, and the frame kept perfectly close 
and no shading given at any time of tlie 
day. Frequent syringings must, be given 
when tlie sun is powerful, or much damage 
will result. It is surprising what a 
number of species may bo raised in this 
manner, if care and attention are given to 
airing and damping. When rooted, the 
plants may be potted up singly and placed 
in cold frames, winch should be kept close 
until tlie plants have recovered from the 
shift, when they may he plunged in such 
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cold frames as can be protected during 
the winter. In the event of a severe 
winter, it is quite possible that stocks of 
various subjects in the open ground may 
snffer or be killed outright, whereas by 
this method the young plants can bo stood 
out-of-doors next spring when severe 
weather is past. 

Plants from which it is intended to save 
seed must be carefully watched, and when 
approaching ripeness the stalks should be 
cut. This should always be performed 
when they are dry. The best way to keep 
the seeds if they are not required for imme¬ 
diate sowing is to place the seed vessels 
head downwards in paper hags, tied at the 
top, and placed in a position to thoroughly 
dry and ripen. As tha older leaves of 
Nymphaeas begin to turn yellow they 
should be removed. The stronger-growing 
varieties should have many of their green 
leaves removed in order to allow the 
flowers to be the better displayed. In 
places where they can be easily reached, 
the faded flowers should he removed, their 
removal prolonging the flowering period. 

F. W. Gallop. 

I.ilforil Hall Gardena, Ounillc, Xortlianls. 

SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 
Wallflowers. —The young plants should 
now l>a planted in rows 1 foot apart with 
a distance of 9 inches ltetween each plant, 
(live the drills a good soaking of water an 
hour or so before drawing the plants, so 
that the more fibrous of the roots may he 
preserved. The lap-roots should be cut 
hack somewhat, which will induce tile for¬ 
mation of a greater number of fibrous roots 
than if they are left intact. Again, plants 
so treated always lift with a greater quan¬ 
tity of soil attached to the loots. Plant¬ 
ing may be done either with a dibber or 
trowel, and the soil should at the time he 
made very firm about the roots, and be 
well watered. 

Canterbury Bells _Those should also bo 

pricked out in lines in the open ground in 
a similar manner to Wallflowers. A good 
number of the single kinds should he grown 
for the adornment of the wild garden as 
well as for borders and shrubberies. Tlio 
double or Cup and Saucer varieties arc in¬ 
valuable for filling vacancies in herbaceous 
and mixed flower borders. A good number 
should also be potted up for growing on 
for conservatory and greenhouse decora¬ 
tion next spring. 

Sweet Williams. — These should ho 
treated in like manner. The self-coloured 
kinds, such as Pink' Beauty, are of great 
service for the filling of beds for late spring 
flowering. Other subjects, such as Cam¬ 
panulas of different species, Erigerons in 
variety, Coreopsis grandiflora, etc., should 
also be pricked out in numbers sufficient to 
meet future requirements. 

Flower garden. — As far as circum¬ 
stances permit, this part of the garden 
should lie made to look as well as possible. 
The hods should be looked over frequently 
with a view to the removal of decaying 
foliago and flowers and keeping weeds 
under. The staking and tying of all sub¬ 
jects that require it must also have atten¬ 
tion, while water must he applied to the 
roots as often as it may he required during 
spells of dry weather. Creepers on walls, 
archways, and so on require looking to 
now and again to keep them in good order, 
and the mowing of lawns and clipping of 
verges must ho done in accordance with 
labour at command. Bods filled with 
English Irises should he filled witli some 
subject held ill reserve for the purpose now 
that the Irises have done flowering. 

Plants in vases and tubs must he care¬ 
fully attended to in the way of keeping 
them supplied with water supplemented 
with stimulants for all such subjects that 
need and are benefited by their judicious 
application. 

Violets. —These must have their needs 
carefully' attended to-Hi regard to watering 
and jho damping fof ttov jj> dry 


weather. Runners should also he assidu¬ 
ously kept under and the soil between the 
rows frequently hoed. 

Herbaceous Calceolarias. — To have 
plants in flower in April and May next 
they should be raised at-the present time 
in a cold frame. A pan sown with seed 
obtained from a good source will supply 
a sufficient number of plants for ordinary 
purposes. The pan should he prepared 
with great caro and surfaced with fine, 
sandy soil. It should bo well watered and 
allowed to drain for an hour before sowing 
the seed, which, being very fine, requires 
but little or no covering beyond a little 
silver sand. Cover the pan with a sheet of 
glass, stand it on an inverted pot, and 
shade either with Moss or paper until 
germination takes place. As soon as the 
seedlings arc large enough prick them 
off into pans or boxes and return them to 
the frame. Seed of ft Clibrani should he 
sown and raised on the same lines, (hit- 
tings from plants which have recently 
passed out of flower may now lie inserted 
singly in small pots and placed in a frame 
facing the north to strike. 

Primulas _The plants raised from seed 

sown during May are now ready for trans¬ 
ferring to (5-ineli and 7-incli pots. For the 
present these are best kept in frames facing 
north and shaded during the hottest part 
of the day. The plants raised from more 
recently-sown seed should either be potted 
off or pricked off into boxes, as the case 
may lie. The foregoing advice is more 
directly intended for P. sinensis seedlings, 
but is equally applicable to other species, 
such as I’, ohconica and its varieties, and 
P. malueoides. 

Cinerarias. —The forwardest plants may 
now he shifted into 6-ineh and 7-incli pots. 
Though intended to flower early, they will 
for some time succeed best in a frame or 
pit with the surroundings kept, moist and 
cool. Succession;! 1 batches will need pot¬ 
ting into 60-sized pots in tho one ease, 
and pricking off into pans or boxes in the 
other. 

Early vinery. —The sublaterals may now 
he cut away and the main laterals short¬ 
ened if they are of extra length. II the 
partial or almost total lifting of roots lias 
become necessary in consequence of ex¬ 
haustion of tlie contents ot' the border, the 
preparations for carrying it into effect 
should bo made during the next few weeks 
so that the lifting may lie actually done 
early in September. This will consist in 
getting the necessary quantity of new 
loam dug and carted, the provision of new 
drainage material, and if the base has to 
lie concreted, the providing of the neces¬ 
sary ingredients for doing so. Ingredients 
required for adding to the loam for the 
border making would he lime rubbish, 
wood ashes, or burnt soil, and J-inch hones, 
and bone-meal, or an approved proprietary 
Vine manure may be used instead. \ ines 
from which the crop has just been cleared 
should have their foliage subjected to a 
good washing, particularly if there are any 
red-spider present. 

Mid-season Grapes. —Houses in which 
the Grapes are colouring may now he ven¬ 
tilated freely during the day and a certain 
amount left on all night or in accordance 
with outer climatic conditions. Fire heat 
during tho day may now lie dispensed with, 
hut sufficient at iiight to keep the pipes 
warm prevents moisture from condensing 
on tlie berries. 

Late Vineries. —The bunches should 
again lie looked over with a view to cut¬ 
ting out berries where there is a danger of 
wedging taking place at the. final swelling. 
This same amount of attention is also 
necessary as soon as tho berries have 
finished stoning. Every- assistance in the 
shape of liquid or an approved fertiliser 
will then he needed to enable the Vines to 
swell the berries to their fullest size. 
Until the colouring stage is readied the 
keeping of the internal atmosphere in an 
equable and healthy moist condition must, 
as heretofore, have proper attention. 


Early Peach-house. —If lifting of tho 
trees or tho renovation of the border has 
become necessary, provision for earning 
it out by tlie end of August or a little 
later should, between now and then, he 
made, so that it can when commenced he 
carried out promptly. Tlie necessaries 
mentioned in connection with the lifting of 
Vines, etc., are required ill this case also. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Summer pruning of fruit-trees should he 
brought to a close as soon as possible. 
Where early pinching was carried out, 
little now remains to lie done with the ex¬ 
ception of removing any superfluous shoots 
which have been overlooked, so that the 
sun and air may have free access to all 
parts of the trees. Stop any growths from 
shoots that were pinched back to two 
leaves beyond tho previous stopping. 

Black Currants. —As soon as tho fruit is 
gathered the bushes will be partially 
pruned to encourage the young shoots to 
grow more strongly from the base. No 
bush fruit responds better for severe prun¬ 
ing than the Black Currant, the plants 
producing a greater weight of fine fruits 
when pruned at this date than if left until 
the autumn or spring, as the shoots become 
better matured. No shoots should he 
allowed to remain moro than two years. 
By this system strong, vigorous growths 
are produced each year from the base, and 
earlv thinning greatly assists the ripening 
of the wood. Collect all primings and 
burn them to destroy any insect pests that 
may be present, including the mite that 
causes big-hud. A good dressing of tlie 
richest manure procurable should he 
spread over the roots during the winter, 
and lightly forked into the soil. 

Red and White Currants should have all 
the superfluous side shoots removed or a 
mass of foliage will he produced and pre¬ 
vent the ripening of the wood and tlie 
fruits from keeping well. 

Raspberries _As soon as the fruit lias 

been gathered the old fruiting canes should 
be cut off at the ground level. After their 
removal select as many young canes as are 
required to cover the trellis or stakes, and 
remove all others. The ground should lie 
lightly hoed over and thoroughly cleaned. 
Give the canes which will fruit next season 
every encouragement to grow’ strongly. 

Hippeastrums. —Bulbs that, were started 
early into growth are now fully matured. 
Everything that tends to keep the leaves 
alive and healthy should he done, as the 
longer they retain their vitality the 
stronger the bulbs get. A good washing 
with tho syringe should he given from time 
to time with the object of keeping the 
leaves free from red-spider. This pest not 
only weakens for the time being any plant 
that it is allowed to infest, but it also 
injuriously affects the colour of tho flowers 
of many things tlie season after the leaves 
have been attacked by it. Plants that 
flowered late and that, consequently, wore 
late in making their growth, should ue 
assisted as much as possible so as to get 
their leaves well matured. Give a thin 
shade when the weather is bright, and 
afford plenty of air with sufficient water 
to keep tho roots healthy. 

Pelargoniums of the show and fancy 
sections should now he pruned. Show 
Pelargoniums should have nearly the whole 
of the current year’s growth cut away, 
hut the fancy varieties must not lie pruned 
so hard. In' each case the grower must lie 
guided by the shape of the plant. After 
the plants are pruned and cleaned they 
should be placed in a cold frame, taking 
care not to crowd them. Lightly syringe 
the plants at least twice a day, but for 
the present do not give them any water at 
tlie roots. The frame should he well venti¬ 
lated. 

Beetroot. — Tho ea,rliest-sown Globe- 
shaped varieties, which are extremely 
useful for salads, should not he allowed to 
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remain in the ground after they have 
made medium-sized bulbs or they will be¬ 
come stringy and of little value. Lift and 
store in sand or ashes under a north wall, 
where they will last in good condition for 
many weeks. The later-sown long-rooted 
kinds should be thinned, and the surface- 
soil kept constantly stirred with the Dutch 
hoc. During showery weather small doses 
of artificial manure and soot in equal pro¬ 
portions will be beneficial. 

ScaUalc. —The crowns on plants grown 
specially for forcing have been reduced to 
one. The surface of the soil is stirred 
with the hoe as frequently as possible, and 
occasional applications of guano afforded 
during showery weather. 

Spring Cabbage. — Another sowing of 
Cabbage seed will bo made now, and from 
this sowing the principal plantation will 
be made. These plants will stand a bard 
winter better than those raised from seeds 
sown two or three weeks age, although, if 
the winter is mild, those from the early 
sowing will be ready for use when most 
winter vegetables are running to seed. 

Spinach. — Another good sowing of 
winter Spinach will now lie made on a plot 
of ground recently cleared of early Pota¬ 
toes. The sowing made at this date will 
produce plants that stand well during 
winter and meet the spring demand. Sow 
tile seeds sparingly, and thin early .so that 
the plants may grow dwarf and sturdy. 

Peas in various stages arc now doing 
remarkably well. Maim rop and late 
varieties are making satisfactory growth, 
and arc flowering, setting, ami swelling up 
well. 

Runner Beans arc an important crop in 
most gardens, and well repay any extra 
attention bestowed upon tnom at the pre¬ 
sent time ami onwards. The aim should 
be to prolong the bearing season as long ns 
possible. They are gross feeders, and a 
mulch of fresh manure will lie of great 
benefit. 

Onions grown for large bulbs should, 
during the next three or four weeks, be 
copiously watered twice a week with 
diluted liquid manure. The necks of 
autumn-sown Onions have been bent down, 
this checking top-growth and diverting the 
strength more into the bulbs. It also 
allows the light and air to reach the bulbs 
more easily. Onions for pickling that 
were sown on poor ground in March arc 
quite ripe and ready for lifting. In addi¬ 
tion to their usefulness for pickling, their 
attractive silver skins make them well 
adapted for inclusion in salads. 

Hoeing is a very important operation at 
this season when the ground is drv. The 
frequent stirring of the surface soil 
between the various crops not only 
destroys weeds, but loosens the surface 
ami forms a natural mulch. I 1 ’. \V. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Peaches end Nectarines _On south 

walls Peaches ami Nectarines have almost 
completed stoning. Growth now calls for 
attention in order to expose the fruits as 
much as possible to the sun. In order to 
admit as much sunlight as possible, obtru¬ 
sive leaves ought to be removed when they 
obscure the fruits. If time permits, a 
thorough watering, with, if possible, a 
little chemical stimulant., is of great ser¬ 
vice after the preliminary tying in has 
lieen attended to, more especially should 
the weather be dry at the time. 

Plums —The crop can now be fairly 
estimated, and it must be classed as a 
moderate one only. Some varieties are 
certainly well cropped, but, oil the other 
baud, some are practically failures. The 
latter is the case with all the Gages, which 
is disappointing. The cause may be attri¬ 
buted to the sunless weather of last 
summer and autumn, which did not permit 
the wood to ripen well. Hummer pruning 
in the case of Pbmws is almost *ompleteiL 
Grpas wood is tut a.lWS(|ti»r, and 


spurring back is done at the fourth or fifth 
leaf. No signs of aphis have been observed, 
but should this attack Plum-trees a dust¬ 
ing with Tobacco powder or copious Byring¬ 
ings will soon clear off the pest. 

Apple-trees aro casting their fruits in 
rather a wholesale way. This is more 
evident in young trees than in those of 
orchard size, the roots of which are at 
a greater depth and less liable to suffer 
during spells of drought, which at times 
occur, and which may have something to 
do with the dropping of fruit. Cochins 
and kitchen Apples generally are bearing 
fairly well, and an effort is being made to 
give these a drenching after a sprinkling of 
superphosphate has been scattered over the 
roots. No signs of the larva* of the codlin- 
rnoth are yet visible, and it is probable that 
for once in a way this pest will do no 
damage. Young trees on the Paradise 
have been mulched in the course of the 
week. 

Pears. —All ever, as is the case among 
PI urns, the yield will lie only moderate. 
No tree has entirely failed, with tlio ex¬ 
ception of one of Pitmaston Duchess, 
which, owing to some reason not exactly 
apparent yet, appears to be in a bad state 
of health. Shortening of the foreright 
shoots to four eyes is sufficient in the case 
of Pears, and any loose or overtight liga¬ 
tures are inspected and put right as is 
necessary. In the case of summer pruning 
generally, do not allow the primings to lie 
about alleys any longer than can be 
avoided. Any stray insects may quite 
readily spread from primings allowed to 
lie about, to that it is better, when at all 
possible, to ictnove them promptly to the 
fire-heap. 

Colouring Grapes —In the event of very 
sunny weather, especially in tne case of 
modern vineries which consist of much 
glass and little wood, there is a certain 
need of shade in order to prevent damage 
to ripening berries. In the case of black 
Grapes this may be provided by permitting 
a little extension of tlio area of foliage— 
even a little sublateral growth might be 
allowable in some cases. No one of experi¬ 
ence would, of course, lay down a hard- 
and-fast rule in respect of shading, but it 
will be admitted that modern houses are 
not so free from risks to colouring berries 
as the older structures with more wood in 
their composition. White Grapes, especi¬ 
ally Muscats, will do with more exposure 
to light, but during sunny weather, even 
in their case, none of the older foliage 
should lie removed. Hoot feeding need 
not of necessity be discontinued for a little 
time after the berries begin to show colour. 

Hardy flower borders. —A period of bril¬ 
liant weather lias brought on the mid¬ 
summer display of hardy plants apace. It 
has also proved beneficial in other ways, 
for in such weather it is possible to clean 
up herbaceous borders w ith the minimum 
of labour and a trilling expenditure of 
time. All the plants now staked and tied 
are making a good display, and the hoc 
can safely be entrusted to comparatively 
unskilled hands without much risk of 
damage. 

Rambler Roses.— -The shoots which will 
carry the blooms of next year are making 
considerable growth, and should from time 
to time bo loosely secured to trellis or sup¬ 
port. Those shoots, especially. I think, 
those of the Wicliurniaiia varieties, are 
very brittle and easily broken, and a very 
little care at intervals w ill prevent damage. 

Hybrid Tea Roses are making an excel¬ 
lent display. The borders have not boon 
carpeted with annuals as is customary, 
and tin* hoc can, therefore, be kept busy 
among the bushes during dry weather. 
The Hoses generally have been free, so 
far, from grub, mildew, or aphis, and when 
time permits a weak solution of chemical 
manure will be given to assist them at a 
later date. 

Wallflowers. —The plants are now ready 
for pricking off, blit this is meantime de¬ 
layed in the case of the bulk of them by 


the dry state of the soil. Following the 
usual practice, however, a considerable 
number has been pricked off into a spare 
frame. How the case may be elsewhere 1 
do not know, but the yellow varieties have 
not germinated at all well, and recourse 
lias, perforce, bad to be mad? to resowing. 
Only about 20 per cent, of the seed sown 
has come up, and the chances are that it 
has been old seed which had lost its 
vitality. 

Melons in pits. —In watering Melons in 
pits, the soil in the ipiniodiate neighbour¬ 
hood of the collar of the plant must bo 
avoided, otherwise there is a possibility of 
canker being induced, and when tliat ob¬ 
tains there is a danger of the collapse of 
the infected plant. Should this disease bo 
observed, surround the affected stem with 
freshly-slaked lime, and, in a general way, 
this will enable the plant to go on until its 
fruits are of a size fit for cutting, when 
they can be taken off' and ripened artifi¬ 
cially. 

Chrysanthemums in pots are looked over 
daily now in order that earwigs may be 
trapped and to sec that water is supplied 
as is needful. Watering should not be ex¬ 
cessive, as when too much moisture is 
given the plants will lose the foliage at 
their bases. Those intended for the pro¬ 
duction of late blooms may now be stopped 
for the last time. 

Early Cabbages. —There are two ways of 
disposing of the plants of early Cabbages 
when tile heads are cut. One is to pull 
them up and utilise the soil for other 
crops; the other is to permit the stumps 
to remain, when they will throw nut useful 
secondary growths during autumn. When 
the latter plan is followed a mulch of 
manure between the lines will be all in 
favour of a successful crop. 

Lettuces _A good sowing of the hardier 

kinds ought now to be made for late 
autumn and early winter use. Of the 
Cabbage family, All the Year Hound : and 
of the Cos varieties, Hick's Hardy Green 
or Bath Cos can be recommended. Sow in 
shallow drills and tliin ultimately to a 
fcot apart. 

Beans and Peas should he kept closely 
picked, and when time permits watering 
should be done among late Peas during dry 
weather. IV. McGuffoo. 

liaimac Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


BOOKS. 


“THE WILD FOODS OF GREAT 
BRITAIN.”* 

This is an attempt to show what are the 
wild foods of Great Britain—a very 
worthy idea. In getting out the best 
things there must necessarily bo included 
some tilings which are nut very valuable, 
sucli as the Dandelion and the Nettle, 
which get more praise than they deserve. 
'Flic hook summarises Hie fisli. fowl, creep¬ 
ing things, frogs, snails, inserts, and 
various creatures which one may cat. 
Some of the vegetable foods mentioned we 
cannot altogether recommend, as, for in¬ 
stance. Red Poppy and Shepherd's Purse 
—the less one has of these ns food I lie 
better. Home 2l!0 kinds of “wild food” 
are described, including many animals 
which would only be thought of as food 
under the direst necessity. The author 
describes it as a common-sense book for 
common-sense people, and not for food 
reformers, cranks, and faddists. It is not 
intended, lie says, for rich folk, bill for 
the very poor, chiefly men of letters and 
disabled officers having no pension. The 
writer is evidently a man of unusual ex¬ 
perience in little-trod ways of diet. 

- “Tlio Wilil Ki o.la'nf dr«it Hrtfnin: Whore to Mn«l 
’lieni tinil How tuuf'ook. Tl)em." Ry L. C_R. Cameron. 
Villi -4*5 rtipire* (21 in cofoui*). Pr cola. 61! net. Mean. 
(«co. RmtCtenifc-fina Soitu, Ltd., htirmoif. 
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BEES. 

EXTRACTING AND STORING HONEY. 
It is not safe to delay the extraction of 
honey after the first or second week in 
August, even although there may eeem to 
be signs that much nectar is coming in. 
In ordinary localities In the British Isles 
during this month bees cannot gather 
enough to till surplus frames with honey. 
If orates be left on, in the hope of their 
being added to, supposing they are not 
qaite full, what will happen is that the 
bees will commence to take down honey 
from the supers to the brood-box, and the 
honey harvest will lie unnecessarily re¬ 
duced. Honey leaves the comb more easily 
if extracted at once on removing the crates 
from the hive. 

After bottling, let the honey stand for a 
few days in a warm temperature to allow 
air-bubbles or any thin honey to rise to 
the top. Skim these off before screwing 
caps on or corking up, and give the thin 
honey back to the bees some time. Store 
your extracted honey, called also run 
honey, in a dry place which, if cool, will 
encourage granulation as t lie winter 
conics on. Granulation is the surest possi¬ 
ble sign of purity, hut. for.obvious reasons, 
honey in the comb should never he allowed 
to granulate. By placing the honey-jar, 
with tile cover off. in water just hot 
enough to hear rite Anger in, candied 
honey can be restored to its fluid state 
without injuring it. Stand the jar on a 
piece of wood in the water to keep it off 
the bottom of the reeoptacler Return ex¬ 
tracted flames to the hives to In? cleaned 
ui> by the bees before putting them away 
for next season. Wrap them up as a pro¬ 
tection against moths, dust, etc. 

After taking the crates off remove the 
excluder zinc, scrape the tops of tlie bars 
of the brood frames, etc., clean off all 
propolis and bits of comb before lay¬ 
ing on the thin quilt of calico or ticking. 
A hole V. inches square cut in the middle 
of this, covered with a piece of calico 4 
inches square, will he necessary if and 
when the bees arc fed. After autumn 
feeding, s one bee-musters lay a couple of 
sticks, lti indies long and jj inch square, 
across the top bars of tho frames I inches 
or 3 inches apart under the thin quilt. 
These are to'provide “bee-runs” from 
one comb to another. In any case cover 
up the bees with several warm quilts, and 
make sure that draughts and wet cannot 
get into the hives. 

I may be pardoned for once again (as on 
July Till) pressing the wisdom of obtain¬ 
ing “driven" bees. This not only pre¬ 
serves them from calculated murder, but 
is an inexpensive and easy way id' seen ring 
strong stocks for next year. Driving of 
bees must he done in August, if at all. 

I!. R. II. 


BEE-KEEPING. 

Ax interesting and instructive experience 
of tlie comparative cost and advantage of 
poultry-keeping and bee-keeping was 
narrated by the Rev. H. It. Jlibbert. vicar 
of Noedwood, Hurton-on-Trent, at the 
Staffordshire Bee-keepers’ Conference. 
Mr. 11 i!ihcrt, like many other people, linds 
that a £10 note goes a very little way 
where poultry art* kept, and, besides, one 
Inis to g > out in all weathers In feed one's 
fowls twice every day. Save for a little 
attention now and then, at (he right time, 
and possibly a supply of winter food, bees 
fail practically be left tn themselves. 4 The 


* This was a very good instance of the rfi«conragcinenU 
which prospective beekeepers receive from those who ought 


to do their utmost to encourage 
and “crack " beekeepers persij ^ 
outlay, and arc not content 
from any one hive 1 
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audience smiled when the rev. gentleman 
suggested that bee-keeping could be started 
at an outlay of 15s., but he astonished 
them by stating that he made his own 
hives out of wood, which cost him only 
sixpence, and two pennyworth of nails, 
lie was lucky in securing a couple of casts 
or secondary swarms, which had been left 
hanging on a hedge, and with the aid of a 
cheap handbook ho started apiculture. As 
an amateur bee-keeper, Mr. Hibbert may 
claim to have been very successful, having 
taken no less than ISO lb. of honey from 
four hives last year. It proves his con¬ 
tention that bee-keeping on simple lines 
can he made profitable, and that there is 
great need for knowledge on the subject 
to bo more widely diffused, csjiccially ill 
rural districts, having regard to the im¬ 
portance of honey ns an article of food 
and sugar substitute .—Stnffordshitc Ad¬ 
vertiser. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Sweet Williams failing iP. IF. 11.). _ 

Without seeing specimens of Hip plants we 
call only surmise that your Sweet Wil¬ 
liams have been attacked by a fungus (Enc¬ 
omia Arenarkp), a by no means uncommon 
post. \ ou had better take ofF as many of 
the infested leaves as you can without de¬ 
priving t lie plant of too many leaves, and 
burn them, washing or-spraying the re¬ 
mainder with a 3 per cent.' solution of 
copper sulphate (blue-stone) or a solution 
of potassium permanganate, of a rose-red 
colour. The plants will in all probability 
outgrow the disease, if treated as sug¬ 
gested. 

Campanula glomerata (A. .V.).—The 
plant of which you send flowers is Cam¬ 
panula glomerata, a hardy border peren¬ 
nial growing about 18 inches high, and 
producing its violet-purple flowers in 
clustered heads on the top of the stems, 
and sometimes also ill axillary clusters in 
the uppermost parts of the stem. Tim. 
plant may be raised from seeds, though a 
better way of obtaining a quick return 
would lie by the purchase of a half-dozen 
plants from any of the hardy plant 
nurserymen. It is not only quite hardy, 
but grows freely in any ordinary garden 
soil. The plant may he increased by 
dividing the roots in early spring. There 
is a large-flowered kind known as C. g. 
speciosa, a rather stronger grower. 

FRUIT. 

Spots on Pear leaves (Ed. Thos. If U- 
li/imt ).—The Apple leaves are affected with 
the. now too well-known brown-rot fungus 
(Monilia fructigena). You should spray 
the trees at once With Bordeaux mixture 
at summer strength and again after an 
interval of ten days. Assuming you spray 
with caustic alkali solution during the 
winter, spray again just before the buds 
break in spring with sulphate of iron solu¬ 
tion, and with weak Bordeaux mixture 
directly the fruit has set. Keep a good 
look out after the leaves become fully ex¬ 
panded, and if signs of the disease are 
detected spray at once with Bordeaux mix¬ 
ture at summer strength. 

Black Currants unhealthy (.1 />.«. Tucker). 
—Your Black Currant hushes are, judging 
by the specimens forwarded, badly infested 
with the bud-mite, the attack evidently 
being one of long standing. For this no 
remedy of an efficacious nature lias up to 
the present time been discovered. The 
best way of dealing with such a bad attack 
as yours appears to lie is to grub and burn 
the hushes on the ground where they are 
growing. Had the infestation been of 
more recent origin, we should have ad¬ 
vised their being cut back bard and keep¬ 
ing a sharp look out on the new growth for 
the appearance of the mite, whose presence 
is clearly indicated by the swollen condi¬ 
tion of the flower-buds, picking off and 


burning them as soon as discovered. As 
it is, we think them to bo too far gone for 
such measures to be of any "avail,' and, 
therefore, advise you to act'on the lines 
previously mentioned at once, and when 
autumn comes round to plant new bushes 
obtained from a noil-infested source in a 
part of the garden as far removed as pos¬ 
sible from where the old ones are at pre¬ 
sent. Even then a vigilant look out must 
be kept, and should swollen, mite-infested 
buds appear do not hesitate to remove 
them. 

VEGETABLES. 

Club-root (T. Stretton ).—This in Cab¬ 
bages, etc., is due to a parasitic disease 
which generally attacks tne roots and 
causes the swollen and distorted condition 
usually seen when it has become fully de¬ 
veloped. Gas-lime is undoubtedly the best 
of all remedies for its destruction, but, as 
you cannot obtain it,. your best course 
would be to well dress the ground with 
lime during the winter or very early in 
spring. Yaporite, if used according to 
directions, would also have the same effect, 
but we should prefer good air-slaked lime. 
Apply l lb. to each square yard. The best 
way is to put the requisite quantity of 
lime in heaps at regular distances apart 
and cover with a little of the soil. IVhen 
all has, th rough the influence of air and 
moisture, been reduced to the form of a 
powder, spread and dig it in at once. If 
possible, avoid growing Brassieas on tlio 
•same piece of ground for a season or two. 
Also refrain from applying artificial 
manures for a like period. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

C. If. 11. Whitworth. —Yes; beer will 
answer tlm same, purpose.- P. J. Mac¬ 

donald .—The only way is to follow flic in¬ 
structions as given in our issue of July 
21st. P .—See article “Storing Pota¬ 
toes,” in our issue of October 7th, 1 DIO, 
page 500, a copy of which can lie had from 

the publisher, post free, for 2}d.- 

Hubert Greening .—The only reason we can 
suggest is that the soil is exhausted. Trv 
what a good mulch of rotten manure will 
do, at the same time watering freely so as 
to wash the goodness of the manure down 
to the roots. On the leaves sent are traces 
of red-spider and tlirips, clearly showing 
that drvness at the roots has much to do 

with the failure you speak of.- ('has. E. 

Moody. —Yes; (he shoot marked No. 1 is 
attacked by silver-leaf. The best way is to 
dig the tree up and burn it. The other 
shoot is far from vigorous, and plainly 
shows that a good mulch of rotten manure 
would be beneficial. If the weather is dry, 
water freely, so as»to wash the goodness of 
the manure down to the roots. 


NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of Plants.— M. Elliott. —1, Lim- 
nanthes Douglasi ■ 2, Campanula glome¬ 
rate; 3, Euphorbia I/athyris; 4, Trollius 

I'uvope’us. - S. Somerset. — 1, Ruseus 

raccmosus; 2, Celsisi cretica ; .'i, Veronica 

Tencrium; 4, Anthericum Liliastrum.- 

It. />.—1. Poleinonium cteruleum ; 2, Sixlum 
speotabile ; 3, Epilohium angustifplium ; 4, 
Lysimachia vulgaris.- F. H. —4, Chrys¬ 

anthemum leucanthemum ; 2, Tradescantia 
virginica; 3, Spiriea filipendula fl.-pl. ; 4, 

Santoliua incana. - M. D .— 1, Pernettya 

mucronata ; 2, Astrantia major; 3, Heu- 
chera Kichardsoni; 4, Hemeroeallis fulva. 

-IF. ,X’. T. —1, Campanula persicifoJia ; 

2, Campanula glomerata; 3, Campanula 

niuralis; 4, Hieracium aurantiacum.-- 

Mrs. Andrews. —1, Diplaeus glutinosus; 2, 
Evening Primrose (CEnothera biennis) ; 3, 
Lcyeestcria formosa; 4, Lonieera Ledo- 

bomi.- V. —1, Inula glandulosa; 2, 

Galega officinalis alba; 3, Alonsoa incisi- 

folia ; 4, Centranthus ruber.- Brackens. 

—Weed specimen insufficient; the other is 

Corydalis cava (syn. C. tuherosa).- 

A. Gladstone. —Rose Marie Van Houtte. 


Name of fruit. — 71. F.ctdei/ f —We cannot 
undertake to name Gooseberries without 
seeing or knowing something of the habit 
of tile plaiit. 
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FIREPROOF PORTABLE BUILDINGS. 

^ Tenant's Fixtures. 

Indestructible, Ever- 
jj lasting:, Waterproof. 

■ ■ .—jM Dwellings. Bungalow*, 

>x, Oott-nges, Schools, Offices, 
jfFffU \L Workshops, Stores. Pav- 

-* I/* ilions, Huts. Shelters, 

- ; T sO Stables, Garages, Hospi- 

tale. Factories, Hangers, 
etc., etc Estimates, plans and specification for every 
description of Building, free. 

FIREPROOF BUILDING CO., Ltd., 
741, Old Kent Road, LONDON, S.E. 15. 


MANY YEARS RFPUTATION. 

EUREKA 

LASTING RESULTS - NO NEW EXPERIMENT. 


a* 


i 


LABOUR SAVERS. "eureka" lawn sand. 
Soilfume. nicotine insecticides fumers. 

5 PR AY 5. AND OTHER CHEMICALS & SUNDRIES. 
See List Please ask your agent for the Eureka 
articles - They are always satisfactory if any 
difficulty in obtaining we send direct.carriage paid 


D.liMI.«s:Tl)MimSON & HAYWARD L T> LINCOLN. 




Sale of Surplus Stock. 

We still hold certain small stocks of 

CARDEN SEAT8, CARDEN ENGINES & PUMPS, 
also CARDEN ROLLERS, WATER CARTS, 
CARDEN ARCHES, and HAND LICHTS, 

whii-.h wo .Litll bo pleased to clear at special prices, subject 
to being unsold. Particulars on application. 

BOULTON & PAUL, Ltd., ROSE LANEWORKS, 

NORWICH. 

PREMATIONatGOLDER’SGREEN,N.W., 
and WOKING.—Large chapels, organ. Provision for 
deposit of urns, and for monuments. I^esa costly than 
burial. Descriptive booklet free on application to —LON DON 
CREMATION CO.. 324. Regent - street. W. Telegrams, 
“Crematorium, T/iiidon." Telephone, 1907 Gerrard. 


GLASS., 


8peola1 Prices for Cn.li with Orrisr In Hull. 

OLASS, 4/21 OS. 

Boietc 100 200 | Bolen. 100 20) 

.0- ft. ho. ft. | so ft. so ft. 

8 x 6in. 26 6 45- I 12.14.15.16. 18. t 

9 * Tin . 29 - 47 6 : 20, ‘-2. 21 x I2n. I " 

10 x8m. 32 6 59- I6 i IS, 2l) 

12,13,14.15 x8in. 35- 61'- L ,"' 20 »2 j, 42- 

11,12.13,14 x9ii, 366 62 a; Vi,' J 


68 - 
70 0 


73 6 
77- 


12.13. 14 x lOiu 37 6 64 - 20*22 21x151.. . 

13 r lliu. 38 6 65 6 18. 20, 22, 21 x 44 - 

16 . 18 . 20 x 101 ,, I in,,,. I 

16,18,20 x llin. I 40 68 ' j so, 22,21 x 13m. 4S - 

1*6; lews.. 7 9. iowr„ 

4b; 14 lbs., 2 6. 

DIAMONDS, 7 6 and 10/6 each. 

GLASS CUTTJERS. 6-wheel, 1/6 each. 

MST MIXED p A!N T S.-7-lb. Icvcrtins. White, 
10 o atone; ordinary colours, 7/-'per atone. 

F - A T. 3ROSS, LTD, 
^"BURTON ST..HULL. KsUb. 1S13 



LION 


.Sign 
Packed i 


’CLES. 


Cash or monthly payments. 

Signed Guarantee for all time. 

1 in crate free and carriage paid. 

Since 1905 I have advertised in this paper, and have made 

. ,i,i mui M iiibi,,/,., Wit iPYTIlA.Ct- 


and sold over 20,000 Machines. NO EXTRAS: Bell, Pump, 
and everything included. Carriage paid. YOU CAN 
HIDE AND TEST THE MACHINE FOR 10 DAYS. IF 
YOU DO NOT APPROVE I PAY ALL CARRIAGE. I 
have thousands of testimonials. Write to-day for copies 
ond Catalogue, with illustrations and full specification. — 

GEORGE BEATSON. LTD, “LION CYCLE” WORKS, 
85, MOS ELEY STREET. BIRMINGHA M._ 

Advertisement Rates. 


To Lovers of the Clematis. 

“THE VIRGIN’S BOWER.’’ 

Clematis: Climbing Kinds and tbeir Culture at Gravetye Manor. 

By W. Robinson, Author of “The English Flower Garden,” etc. 


EXTRACT FROM THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

I . "I have had so much pleasure from the cultivation of these lovely plants that I venture to 
print a little book on the subject, as one sees even large gardens desolate so far as they are 
| concerned. 

11 In treating of them I go a little away from what is usual in such a matter by avoiding 
the technicalities with which so many garden books are burdened. This is a garden book, and, 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” therefore, the use of confusing terms, as serving no good end, is left out." 


Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 


Line Advertisements.— ‘Single insertions, 9J. per 
line, minimum three lines (about twenty words fill the first 
three linos, and nine words each additional line). Front 
page, if guaranteed, ls. per line. No reduction for series. 

Terms for Display Advertisements, 10*. per 

inch (reduction for Berio*). 

Advertisers not having a regular account at the office 
must accompany their orders with remittance. Orders ani 
advertisement copy should be addressed — 

MANAGER, 

63, LINCOLN'S INN FIELDS, LONDON, W.C. 2. 


Of all Booksellers, or from the Manager of “Gardening Illustrated,” 

63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

Price 3/6 net. Cloth bound, gilt lettering, on hand-made paper. Three full-page 

illustrations. 

London: JOHN MURRAY, Albemarle Street, W. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 

* 


In consequence of the August Bank Holiday, 
we shall he obliged to go to press earlier with 
the number of GARDENING ILLUSTRATED 
to ho dated AUGUST 11th, 1917. 

Orders should ho sont as early as possible 
in the week preceding to ensure Insertion. 
No advertisement intended for that issue can 
be received, altered, or stopped after tho first 
post on THURSDAY. AUGUST 2nd. 

PROTECT YOUR CARDENS. ESS* £& 

small mesh ; will not rot; »h supplied by me to the Royal 
Gardens. 100 yds. by 1 yd., 5a ; or by 2 yds., 10s. Carriage 
p aid.—H. J. GA8SON , The Neb Works, R ye. _ 

A RMY BOOTS (re-constructcd). — Cost 

Tx. Government. 22a. 6d. .Selling now at a Bargain Price. 
Specially selected, without a blemish, as good as new; un- 
fttirpassed for gardening, farming, munition, and other 
work. Single pairs, poBt free, 10s. fid. One quality only—the 
best. State.size. Money returned if disapproved. Special 
quotations for quantities.—TIIE THAMES TRADING j 
CO.. Ltd. (Army Boot* Dept.), 6. Eldon-st. TiOnd on , E.C .__ 

ARMY BOOTS (re-constructed).—A word 
xx of advice. The prices of boots and leather have gone 
up considerably, and will increase greatly by the coming 
winter. It is a good investment to buy our boots now. We 
desire to give our customers the benefit. Price and con¬ 
ditions as above. -THE THAMES TRADING CO.,. Ltd. 
(Army Roots Dept ). 6, Eldon-street , London, E.C. _ 

TAT ANTED.—A good hard-working single- 
» » handed GARDENER (help given occasionally) for 
good garden in East Cornwall : single, or married with 
small family; good references required. Apply, stating 
wages and giving references.—'* X Y. Z.,' c/o Henninghum 
it Hollis, 4. Mount-street, London, W. 1. i 

JOURNEYMAN GARDENER wanted at 

u once. Please state ago^and wages required and refer- , 
enccs to—STEWARD,ItecllynckParV, Brut jn, Somerset. 

Digitized by VjOOSjFt 


If you are interested in this week’s 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three months, 2/6 ; six 
months, 5/-; twelvemonths, 10/-; for Abroad, 12/-. Annual subscribers 
will receive the year’s complete Index to the volume free of charge. 

To Publisher or Newsagent :— 

Please deliver “ Gardening Illustrated ” weekly for which I 
enclose . 

Name _ 

(Mr., Mrs., or Miss) 

Address (in full) _____ 
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Priuted and Published by the Proprietor, W. Robinson, at the Office, 63, Lincoln's lun Fields, Loadoa, — 

August 4, 1917. Telephone: fioiberu 731. 
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No. 2005.— Vol. XXXIX. 


A HERBACEOUS GARDEN IN 
OXFORDSHIRE. 


NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 


“Won't you buy my sweet Lavender?’’ 
When those who live in town hear this 
cry they may conclude that herbaceous 
borders are at the height of their beauty. 
The old cry is about the last survival of 
the old London street cries. All Rambler 
Roses are now at their Rest, including the 
Crimson Rambler, American Pillar, Thalia, 
Iliawatha, and many others. Under these 
masses of colour large dumps of Del¬ 
phiniums grow, sturdy and firm, of all 
gradations of blue, from palest opalescence 
to deepest wine-coloured purple. Gypso- 
phila, with its little star-like blossoms, 
dances as if in contrast to its stately neigh¬ 
bours. Hoteia japonica also makes a 
fitting background to the deep blues of the 
Anchusa which grows next it. 

In tile middle of the garden round the 
grey stone dipping-well Dorothy Perkins 
and Lady Gay Roses join hands, as it 
were, and run riot over everything; a good 
test to the wooden pergola over which they 
scramble with their weighty bunches of 
flower. 

The day has been a characteristic one. 
“Hot July boyllng like to fire.” How 
pleasant now to walk in the cool of the 
garden, the slight moisture bringing out 
all the scents as they mingle with the 
evening air. Sweet Williams, Larkspurs, 
a few late Lilies, Columbines, Snap¬ 
dragons, Pentstcmons, Phloxes of all lines, 
from dolly pink to deep red, and clumps 
of other flowers of bright orange and 
yellow are here. Nasturtiums peep in and 
out of the borders at our feet and fringe 
the stone-paved walks, yet not one of these 
colours clashes, and, like taiiestry of days 
gone by, all seem „to blend. It is a 
veritable kaleidoscope of daring colour. 
As we pass under pergolas covered with 
tines and Aristolochius we enter the gar¬ 
den of sweet smells and savours. Here 
in tliis garden, surrounded by Lavender 
and Rosemary intermingled with Southern¬ 
wood, are many plants we love—the gar¬ 
den of sweet memories some call it. From 
the low, semi-circular terraced old brick 
walls hang bunches of Thyme, and in every 
nook and cranny sweet-scented plants find 
a home. Camphor, Tansy, Pineapple 
Sage, sweet-scented Pelargoniums, and 
Verbena all are here. 

In the spaces between the brick walks 
arc mats of Pepiiermint, and, 11 s we walk, 
we crush it and it gives forth its aromatic 
scent, reminding one of the little village 
store where everything seemed flavoured 
with it. Looking out of the garden 
through tlie pergola of Honeysuckle and 
Sweet Briar one catches a glimpse of a 
hod of Dahlias, and just a shadow crosses 
"tir minds that autumn will soon he here. 
In the centre of the sweet-scented garden 
is a sundial, and on it is a Cupid preparing 
for flight, and we cheer up as wc road the 
verse on tire ribbon he is holding : — 

Why com st thou hero to learn the 
hours? 

Ah. foolish one, leave Time alone and 
happy he amongst the flowers.” 



Gistus algarvensis.—I am glad to see 
this has survived somewhere, as it is such 
a precious plant, so distinct from other 
Rock Roses both in habit and flower. I 
have twice tried to establish it and failed. 
Last summer it was going strong, lint one 
could not expect it to survive the last arctic 
winter, which was so fatal to all Rock 
Roses.—\V. D., Bfxhill. 

Campanula amabilis _Mr. .T. A. Holmes 

has a tine plant of Campanula amabilis in 
his garden at Formakin, Renfrewshire. 
It is nearly 2 feet high, and carries a host of 
large, open, cup-shaped flowers of a line 
blue. I grew it a few years ago, and had the 
impression it was a biennial, but it is not 
so at Formakin. It is one of the finest of 
the tall or, rather, medium-growing Bell¬ 
flowers.— S. Arnott. 

Sambucus racemosa plumosa tenuifolia. 

—Without the masses of brilliant red 
fruits, this beautiful Elder at a short 
distance might he mistaken for one of tlie 
finely-cut leaved Japanese Acers, so grace¬ 
ful and beautiful is it. The rich colour 
and abundance of the fruits render this 
Plant highly attractive. Cut siiecimens 
were recently shown by Messrs. Paul and 
Son, an Award of Merit being granted.— 
S. V. S. 

Over-manuring fruit-trees.— In confirma¬ 
tion of your opinion that fruit-trees and 
bushes are manured too much I must cite 
some Red Currant bushes in an allotment 
here. They are borne down with fruit. I 
have never seen bushes more thickly 
covered with fruit, and their owner tolls 
me that they have received no manure of 
any kind for many years past.—Al. 
Hammond, C'ast/e Hill, Middle/iam. 

Apples dropping —Among Apple-trees 
fruit dropping continues. This is rather 
difficult to account for, although the long- 
continued drought here experienced re¬ 
cently, combined with the effects of tlie 
lack of sun during last year, are no doubt 
contributory causes. Nevertheless, I do 
not remember a similar instance of such 
wholesale fruit dropping, nor do my note¬ 
books assist my memory in this matter.— 
Kirkcudbright. 

Romneya Coulteri. — Although n large 
clump of (Ills has been established for 
nearly ten years this is the first season in 
which it has sent up suckers. Two or 
three of these have just appeared fully a 
yard from the parent plant, and they are 
bearing bloom-buds. Tlie first flowers of 
this Romneya oixmed oil July 23rd. It 
often carries as many as forty or fifty 
expanded blossoms at the same time. This 
year the canes are not so tall ns usual— 
about 5 feet. It was late in starting, 
owing to the frost, and is cut back every 
autumn.—A. T. Johnson, A’orf/i Wales. 

Notospartium Carmiohaeliae. — If not a 

plant for every garden, there arc beauty 
and distinctness in the Southern Broom 
as recently exhibited by Messrs. Robert 
Veitch and Sons. Exeter; indeed, it is 
more at home in Devon, the Isle of Wight, 
and like places than in more inland dis¬ 
tricts, where it is seldom long-lived. The 
Pen-shajied flowers are small, of pinky 
line, and appear in early July in tlie 
more favoured districts. It grows freely 
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in sandy loam. It is regarded as one of 
the most beautiful plants of the middle 
islands of New Zealand, where it is 
known as the Pink Broom.—S. S. 

The Chilian Clory Flower (Eccremo- 
carpus scaber). — This old favourite has 
made wonderful growth this year, and its 
Fern-like foliage and large clusters of 
orange-scarlet blossoms are very effective 
among a mass of purple JacUmuni Clematis 
and Tropajolum eanariense. Its relation, 
the Trumiiet Flower (Tecomn grnndiflora), 
though severely cut back last winter, is 
doing better than usual and is also in 
bloom. Tills climber clings like Ivy to 
almost any surface, and the robust Ash- 
leaf-likc foliage affords a fine setting for 
the large crimson-orange trumpets.—A. T. 
Johnson, A'. Wales. 

Aratla Veitchi from cuttings _I am 

interested to learn. July 28th. page 410. 
that “ E. Parker” has been successful as 
regards tlie rooting of A. A’eitehi from cut¬ 
tings. I have tried it, both from tips and 
from breaks taken with a heel, inserted in 
the propagating case in Cocoa-fibre. My 
attempts have invariably failed, and I 
think this is the general exjierienee. It 
would be of further interest to learn con¬ 
cerning the after career of Air. Parker's 
plants, and whether they grew as freely 
and robustly on their own roots as is the 
ease with scions grafted on, for instance, 
Aralia (Fatsia) japonica.— Kirk. 

Buddleia Colville! in Scotland _If I am 

not mistaken this first flowered in tlie 
open in Scotland on a wall in the garden 
of Air. W. D Robinsnu-Dougliis, at 
Orchnniton, Castle-Douglas. Since that 
year it lias rarely missed flowering, except 
in one year when it was badly cut in win¬ 
ter, with tlie result that as it was deemed 
unlikely to recover another specimen 
was planted on the same wall at another 
part. Happily, however, the old plant 
rapidly recovered, and this year 15. 
Colvillei is again flowering freely. It also 
does well at Alonreith and in one or two 
other western gardens of Scotland.—S. 

Xanthoceras sorbifolia fruiting. —Can 

.von tell me whether the Xanthoceras sor- 
bifolla usually fruits in this country? We 
have had a tree of it for about eighteen 
years, and this is the first time it lias 
fruited. I enclose you a fruit, of which 
there are a great many oil the tree.—(AI rs.) 
G. Green, Tlie Godlandti , Maidstone . 

[Along the south coast of England and 
in the western counties this fruits regu¬ 
larly, the seeds riiiening and germinating 
well. Tlie fruits are much after the style 
of those of the Horse Chestnut, tlie liusk 
splitting into three divisions in the 
autumn and disclosing the brown seeds, 
from which young plants are easily 
raised.— Ed. ) 

(Enothera missourionsis _This charm¬ 

ing Evening Primrose is delightful for the 
larger pockets in the rock garden, its large 
yellow flowers from among the prostrate 
foliage at once arresting attention, especi¬ 
ally towards evening, when they open to 
their full extent. It is a free-and-easy 
subject and soon fills its allotted space. 

It is a doubtful iterenuial, generally perish¬ 
ing on cold soils. As it seldom perfects 
seeds it is best to take cuttings of the 
young shoots during summer, striking 
them in a cold framd'Jin pots, wintering 
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them in the same structure, and planting 
<mt the following spring as soon as 
weather permits.—W. D., Bcxhill. 


The New Zealand Flax in Sutherland.— 

I beg to enclose a photograph of a plant of 
New Zealand Flax (Phormium teuux), the 
seed of which was brought home by the 
late Mr. MacpUcrson, of this village, it 
grows quite luxuriantly, and stands the 
winter quite well. It Is easily propagated 
by suckers, of which there are quite a 
number, planted in the various gardens in 
Brora.— Hugh A. Hunter, Moray House, 
Brora, Sutherland. 

[Many thanks for photograph, which, 
we are sorry to say, is not clear enough 
for reproduction.—Ei>.] 

Cistus ladaniferus in Renfrewshire.— 

Although Cistus ladaniferus is one of the 
hardiest of the genus it often perishes in 
a severe winter. I know of several 
Scottish gardens, however, in Which it is 
almost, if not quite, hardy. At Formakin, 
in Renfrewshire, Mr. John A. Holmes 
grows it well, but does not put absolute 
trust in its hardiness. As a precaution 
against loss Mr. Holmes keeps a plant on 
a wall and sheltered from above by 
another trailing subject which preserves 
this stock plant from the most severe 
frpsts. By this means he has always a 
reserve from which any losses may be 
made good.—S. A knott. 

Incarvillea brevipes. — It is hard to 
understand Dr. Wallis' difficulty over the 
name of this plant, for both it and its re¬ 
lation I. grandiflora are much shorter than 
I. Delavayi. The stems of all the Incar- 
vilieas lengthen as the flower-head de¬ 
velops. and they continue to do so until 
the seed is ripe. But. assuming we take 
the height of the plant at a middle stage, 
i.e., when half the flowers of I lie head are 
open, then I think we shall find that while 
the stems of I. brevipes and I. grandiflora 
are some 8 Inches high, those of 1. 
Delavayi are at least 18 inches to 20 inches. 
It is not an uncommon sight to see the 
last between 2 feet and 3 feet high, and 
that before the flowers fall. I cannot, 
therefore, understand Dr. Wallis when he 
says that I. breviiios “ has much longer 
legs or feet than any of the three members 
of its family.” Of the hardiness of these 
Incarvilleas there can be no doubt. A wet 
winter would probably try them more 
severely than hard frost.—A. T. J. 


Freeing the Apricot (p. 361).- I am pleased 
to toll you about my Apricot-trees. They 
are all grafted ones got from Messrs. 
Rivers, Sawbridgworth, Herts. I have 
two kinds—reach Apricot and Oullins. 
The latter puts on a most beautiful crim¬ 
son blush colour when ripening. I find 
Apricots do best in hard calcareous soil 
composed of chalk. They grow to wood 
directly any very rich soil is given 
them. I have only three trees, bearing 
good crops for three years running, since 1 
discovered they like chalk, which I amusing 
with all stone fruits in preference to lime 
or old mortar, as I find it keeps moist 
much louger, which they seem to require. 
I will gladly save you the seeds when ripe. 
My trees are about ten years old now and 
show no signs of gumming. They some¬ 
times crack a little, and I patch the cracks 
up with wet cement. The tree lasted 
several years in that state, and died be¬ 
fore I discovered Apricots like chalk. My 
soil is a sandy loam and requires a lot of 
watering, and I only use cow manure. The 
flavour I consider quite good. I am afraid 
of looking yet at the layered branch done 
by my gardener, who has gone to the war, 
but I see it has thrown out a shoot.— 
Charles Pheli ps. ,S7i il/inastone. Dorset. 
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FRUIT. 

FIGS DROPPING. 

1 should be much obliged if you could tel! 
me the reason for the Figs dropping off my 
Fig-tree. I enclose three fruits. The tree 
is in a very healthy state, judging from 
the leaves and general appearance. It is 
on a wall facing west, and lias been there 
for some years. The promise of F igs 
seemed good about six weeks ago, but now 
they keep dropping off. The same thing 
is happening to a much younger tree on 
the same wall.— (Mrs.) Ruth Keene. 

[The reason for the Figs dropping is due 
to the fact that the roots have got out of 
bounds, which, in turn, has produced a 
too luxuriant condition of wood and 
foliage. The remedy is to root prune the 
trees, and to prevent a recurrence of the 
trouble in future restrict the root-run, this 
being effected either by enclosing the 
border with a 4j-inch brick wall or by 
opening a trench round the border some 
t) inches or 12 inches wide and filling it 
with brick rubbish. Both the wall and 
ramp of brick rubbish should be 3 feet in 
depth. This will, or should, prevent the 
roots getting out of bounds in future, 
while the restricted area of border will 
lead to the crops ripening properly. A 
border equal in area to 3 feet square is 
generally sufficient for Fig-trees, as the 
roots can always be fed from the surface 
when the trees are heavily cropped. Be¬ 
yond this area a trench may be taken out 
to the depth already mentioned (or deeper 
if roots are found to be there), and all 
roots should be cut off as the digging pro¬ 
ceeds. When this has been accomplished 
there should remain a solid block of soil 
or border containing the roots to be re¬ 
tained. equal in area to 3 feet square. As 
there is always a doubt that some of the 
roots may have descended into the sub¬ 
soil this block of soil should lie tunnelled 
under, ono-lialf at a time, when all roots 
met with should be severed. Instead of 
again filling in beneath with soil use brick 
rubbish Instead and ram it in as firmly as 
possible. The total depth of the block of 
soil should be 2J feet. If you elect to sur¬ 
round the border with a brick wall have 
the bricks laid in cement, as the roots will 
lienetrate through ordinary mortar. The 
top course of bricks should be level with 
the surface of the border. All this cau he 
carried out early In November. If the 
trees are overcrowded with wood a 
judicious thinning of the same may he 
done next year early in March.1 


FRUIT PROSPECTS. 

Seldom have I seen such a wealth of 
bloom on most fruit-trees, especially 
Apples. Many thought there would lie an 
enormous crop. Although the blooms 
looked strong, so rapid was tile set that 
the trees were out of bloom in a few days. 
With continued warmth and an absence of 
spring frost the fruits soon began to de¬ 
velop. but although these appeared to be 
healthy, dropping soon began, and now 
(mid-July) many trees have but little left. 
On most trees there will not be half a 
crop. 

Plums are a heavy crop. Trees of Vic¬ 
toria that had a good crop last year have 
the same again. The same may be said 
of Pond’s Seedling. Some bush trees of 
the Gages that have not borne for years 
are fruiting freely. Of Gooseberries and 
Currants the crojis are good and the fruit 
clean. Raspberries arc tlio best crop for 
years, the rain swelling the fruits to their 
full size. Where a crop Is very heavy 
or where the growth is weak the fruits 
should be thinned, so that they may at¬ 
tain their full size. Where the soil is poor 


or of a light, sandy nature it pays to feed, 
the best being in liquid form, which is 
soon taken up. J. C. F. C. 


VOTES AND REPLIES. 

A neglected orchard _-I have an orchard 

of very old Apple and Pear-trees, much 
neglected. Years ago they bore excellent 
fruit, hut latterly quite heavy crops of 
small fruit, not worth gathering, hardly 
worth eating, no flavour, no size. They 
are well covered this year again. If some 
of the branches were cut light out now, 
would it cause the fruit on remaining 
branches to increase in size and quality ? 
Later on, could the entire trees be dras¬ 
tically cut, so as to get new heads next 
veal-,' or is it a ease of senile decay?— 
Novice in Pruning. 

[If the trees are in the condition stated 
we think your best plan is to grub them 
next winter, as they would not pay for 
the trouble of thinning and pruning. The 
only rational way of inducing the fruit to 
attain a larger size at the present time is 
to thin the crop to one-half of its present 
dimensions. It would not be advisable to 
thin tlie Handies now. If you have a 
good supply of liquid manure you might 
give the soil about the roots of the trees a 
good soaking of it now and again. This, 
if the roots are active and capable of 
assimilating it, will greatly assist the trees 
to produce fruit of a more satisfactory 
nature both in regard to size and flavour.] 
Strawberry leaves, spot on —I enclose 
Strawberry leaves with spots on them, and 
shall tie very much obliged if you can tell 
me if it is a disease, and, if so, what to do 
to cure it? It. appears chiefly on the' 
leaves of Sir - Joseph Paxton, much less on 
Royal Sovereign and Fillbasket. Some 
plants have completely died off.— (Mrs.) 
Helen Hutton. 

[Tlie leaves submitted are affected with 
tlie Strawberry-leaf spot disease (Sphaj- 
liella fra gar he). It is too late to apply 
remedies now, as tlie mischief is done, but 
to lessen future attacks cut off all affected 
leaves and burn them. Some growers, 
when their beds and plantations are 
attacked by this disease, mow off the 
foliage with a scythe and at once burn it. 
Tlie plants soon push up a new crop of 
leaves and become completely reclothed 
with foliage by tlie end of autumn. 
Should the disease reaiqiear next spring, 
spray tlie leaves with a fungicide, such as 
Bordeaux mixture, prior to and before tire 
flowers expand, but not afterwards, or the 
fruit will 1 m? unfit for food. If the spray 
does not subdue the attack you will have 
to wait until the crop has been cleared, 
and then follow the instructions given 
above.] 

Misuse of manure. — 1 read Mr. Geo. 
Bunyard's words on this with interest, 
having lost much by tlie practice, especi¬ 
ally in the growth of the Fig and Pencil 
out of doors and in. The insistence of 
some men for depth of border and much 
farmyard manure led to overgrowth and 
no fruit. Is not tlie need for root pruning 
a practice caused by the same rank growth, 
leading to disease, and then comes in the 
need for cutting off tlie root supply? The 
fruits named by Mr. l’unyard are not tlie 
only victims. Are not some of our vege¬ 
table gardens sour with over-manuring? 
Any production of rank growth is wrong 
in view of our long and wet winters, and 
in proof of tills we see the rarest alpine 
plants that iierlshed for years on rich soil 
quite happy in chips of stone in (he 
moraine. Consider, tiro, how often the 
natural growth of tree and flower is on 
mountain and in forest, where there is no 
chance of animal manure. Grren a fair 
climate and rainfall many of the most 
stately woods arise in that way and go on 
so for ages.— Figless, Hants . 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

THE SNOWDROP TREK. 
Fascinated by tills from the first time I 
saw it, I found it do best in free soils in 
Surrey, where it almost naturalises itself. 
I put it in various positions in quite dif¬ 
ferent soil, and was rather disappointed 
at die result, the flowers being dull and 
sparse. But this year it has come to 
its own, and, like so many other things, it 
has shown some of its natural beauties. 
Generally, a sunny position and free soil— 
if one has the choice—are the best for it. 

W. 


exceeding a foot in diameter. The in¬ 
dividual flowers are between 2 inches and 

3 inches across and cream-coloured. As a 
rule, they are at their best during July 
and early August, although inflorescences 
may appear later. Y. recurvifolia is a 
native of the south-eastern United States, 
and was introduced in 1704. It grows from 

4 feet to (i feet high, Independent of the 
inflorescence, and thrives in loamy soil, 
even that in which gravel is prevalent. A 
sunny position is necessary, and an excel¬ 
lent position for Yuccas is a sunny bank 
backed up by trees, or the upper parts of 
die rock garden. Yuccas also associate 
well with Bamboos, but they must he given 


represents each sterile blossom. Two 
species are in cultivation—S. hydrnnge- 
oidesand S. integrifolin. Both arc natives 
of China, and both are of similar habit, 
producing long, scandent branches which 
hear aerial roots after the manner of the 
Ivy. They are useful for planting against 
walls, trunks of trees, fences, or to cover 
the upturned butts of trees, and thrive in 
good loamy soil, that containing a little 
leaf-mould and well drained for prefer¬ 
ence. 

S. hydrangeoides is a deciduous shrub 
which, in a state of Nature, is said to 
grow 40 feet high when a suitable support 
for its long scandent branches is at hand. 



Snowdrop tree (Halesia). Sussex, May. 


YUCCA RECURVIFOLIA. 

Tiie hardy Yuccas are quite distinct from 
anything else in the outdoor garden, and 
may be grown, where conditions 
favourable, iu large and small gardens 
alike. Y. recurvifolia is one of the most 
imposing, its only rival being Y. gloriosa. 
The two plants arc easily distinguished, 
for, whereas Y. gloriosa has stiff, erect 
leaves, in Y. recurvifolia the ends of the 
leaves are recurved and bend down after 
they are fully matured. In colour they are 
much alike, being almost glaucous green 
when young and darkening with age. The 
inflorescences in both cases are very im¬ 
posing, for they rise from the centre of the 
branches to a height of 3 feet or more, 
with numerous side 
Digitized by 
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drier places than those required by Bam¬ 
boos. Branches removed from Yuccas can 
be rooted by inserting them in pots of 
sandy loam in a greenhouse, and if stems 
are cut into sections and placed in leaf- 
mould they will produce shoots and roots. 

D. 


THE SCHIZOPHRAGMAS. 
ScHizoniRAGMA Is an interesting family 
of shrubs closely allied to Hydrangea. 
Like many of the Hydrangeas they pro¬ 
duce inflorescences in which fertile and 
sterile flowers are intermingled, but differ 
from the Hydrangeas in tlie formation of 
the sterile flowers. In Hydrangea the 
sterile flowers are made up of four bracts, 
whereas in Schizophrngma a single bract 


It boars a striking resemblance to 
Hydrangea petiolarls. The two plants 
have often been confused, the latter being 
distributed for the Schizophragma. The 
leaves are rather large, up to 0 inches 
long, broadly oval or rounded, and the 
cream-coloured flowers are borne in largo 
flattened heads 8 inches or more across, a 
large number of fertile flowers being inter¬ 
mixed with a few sterile flowers, the latter 
consisting of a single bract each rather 
more than an inch long. 

S. iNTEoniFoi.iA is easily distinguished 
from the other species by its ovate leaves 
with a long, pointed apex and almost en¬ 
tire margin. They are dark green, the 
larger ones being about 7 inches long and 
sometimes upwards of 4 inches wide. Tile 
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creamy-white flowers, like those of the 
other species, are produced in large heads, 
a considerable number of fertile blossoms 
being intermixed with a much smaller 
number of sterile flowers. The sterile 
flowers are larger than those of S. 
hydrangeoides, being on wild specimens, 
each sometimes over 3 inches long and 
1J inches wide. 

The two species are a welcome addition 
to self-clinging climbers. The only disad¬ 
vantage they possess as climbers is Unit 
the leaves are deciduous, but (hey form an 
ample branch system and well cover their 
support. D. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Robinia Kelseyi. — This lovely l’ea- 
flowered Acacia fully deserves the award 
recently given to it. Planters may be re¬ 
minded that the wood is extremely brittle, 
and it cannot be grown in the ojien except 
ns a bush. Its finely-divided foliage forms 
an elegant backing for its bright pink 
flowers, and the safest place to grow it 
would be on a west or east wall, where 
the large-flowered Rose Acacia is also 
happy.— Georoe Uunyamj in T/ic Garden. 

[In the south, with me. it grows in 
shade, not the best place, but sheltered. 
It is a pretty good shrub and should be 
raised from seed or cuttings, as, in my 
experience of the common Robinia as a 
stock, I have lost some of the Mimosa¬ 
leaved forms. On own roots it is slow, 
lint sure. I read that R. Kelseyi may be 
grafted on the root of the common Robinia, 
but I should not risk it, and where is the 
need, as the tree bears seed freely?—E d.] 

Elm seeds. —It has been the subject of 
general comment in this neighbourhood 
that the seeds of the Elm have been much 
more numerous than is customary. Hoads 
in the immediate vicinity of this tree have 
been covered to a depth of an inch or more 
with the seeds dropped, and in the absence 
of wind to disperse them they yet lie by 
thousands. A woodman, referring to the 
matter, observed that the profusion of Elm 
seeds prognosticated a dry summer; hut 
I fancy the more correct interpretation is 
that the weather at the time of the flower¬ 
ing of the trees was suited to seed produc¬ 
tion.—-\V. McG., lialmae. 

Diervilla rosea _This, during June and 

early July, is a valuable shrub, its long 
shoots, clad with pale pink blossoms, being 
very noticeable and readily attracting 
attention. It is by no means fastidious 
as to soil, and, as some dozen or so of 
medium-sized plants flourish here in a 
shrubbery in the neighbourhood and 
partly under the shade of a large speci¬ 
men of Hodgins’s Hollv, it is evident that 
thev do not object to partial shade.— 
W. McG. 


A sacred forest in memory of soldiers.— 

it is believed that with the close of tlie 
war the entire line of trenches in France, 
extending from Alsace to tlie Belgian 
border, may tie converted into a national 
fincred forest as a tribute to tlie memory 
of the French soldiers who died there de¬ 
fending their native soil. A proposition 
to this effect lias been prepared by the 
general council of tlie Department of tlie 
Meuse and will lie submitted to not only 
France, but the entire world, which would 
always lmve the opportunity of visiting 
the line of trenches, over GOO kilometres in 
length, on which the French threw back 
tlie tide of Invasion at the battle of the 
Marne. 


■‘The English Flower Garden and Home 

Grounds.” —AVio Edition, IZlh, revised, i cUt, description. 
of all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium 3iv, 15s.: 
po*t free, 15$. Gd. Of all Booksellers or from the otfict 
of CJakdenincj Illustrated, 63, Lincolns Inn Fields, 
London, IF. <7. 1. 


VEGETABLES. 

POTATO NOTES. 

Tiie paragraph entitled “ Should Potatoes 
be moulded up?” is an interesting one. 
Probably for years after the introduction 
of the tuber it may have been grown with¬ 
out being earthed up, and it must be borne 
in mind that the Potato of three centuries 
ago would Ik' a smaller and comparatively 
poor specimen compared with that of the 
present day. With small tubers, indif¬ 
ferently cultivated, and possibly deeply 
planted, there would not be the same need 
for moulding up which at the present day 
exists. It seems reasonable to suppose 
that as more attention began to be paid to 
Potatoes, and as tlie tubers increased in 
size especially, the 'benefits derived from 
covering the roots will; a ridge of soil be¬ 
came evident. The tubers excised to the 
air would turn green and become unwhole¬ 
some for food ; and I think it reasonable 
to assume that, to prevent this, moulding 
up might quite conceivably be first resorted 
to. There might, of course, lie tlie alterna¬ 
tive reason that; when moulded up the 
haulm would not be so readily bent down. 
These old-time growers would observe the 
superiority of crops grown in this way, 
and earthing up would be established. 
Curiously, I am aide to speak with some 
knowledge of Potatoes grown without 
being earthed up. In 1891, being tlien a 
journeyman in Sir Mark Stewart’s 
gardens at Southwick, in tlie Stewnrtry, I 
paid a visit to Auehencairn House gardens, 
about 20 miles further west, during late 
September. At that time rather a large 
area of Potatoes was in the course of being 
lifted, and tlie gardener, Mr. R. Cairns, 
informed me that the crop had been 
planted by dibbling on the level, and that 
(as I could seel the growths had not been 
moulded up. The crop was in all respects 
quite an average one. While this method 
of cultivation might have succeeded dur¬ 
ing that particular year, it was not, how¬ 
ever, commonly followed at Auehencairn. 
Moreover, the quarter oil which these 
Potatoes were grown was deep, 01*11, and 
rich—qualities not always found in Potato 
ground. I have never tried this method. 
A neighbouring farmer, whose Potatoes 
are annually of a very moderate descrip¬ 
tion only, attributes bis comparative lack 
of success to the shallow nature of his 
soil, this preventing him from moulding 
them up ns heavily as he would like to do. 

Ripe versus immature seed.— An old man 
who for many years lived within a stone- 
tlnow of my cottage, and who was noted 
for his flue crops of Potatoes and their 
entire immunity from disease in parti¬ 
cular, once advanced his theory of disease 
prevention to me. Certainly it was in¬ 
genious, and was, briefly, this :—The tuber 
is a perfectly organised system in which 
tlie circulation regularly proceeds till ripe¬ 
ness ensues. As soon as a tuber (or a 
fruit) is perfectly ripe it tends to decay. 
If, however, it is separated from tlie stem 
which furnishes it with sap, the circula¬ 
tion is suddenly arrested. A ripe tuber, 
having performed all its functions, be¬ 
comes more inert; but tlie circulation of 
tlie unripe tuber having been stopiied, it 
starts more readily, and with greater 
vigour, when planted. The one appears to 
die, tlie other seems accidentally to have 
fallen asleep, and when awakened pos¬ 
sesses its vigour ami energy unspent, and 
by this very vigour Is less likely to be 
attacked by disease. I do not accept any 
responsibility for the theory. As I have 
said, it bus, at least, the merit of in¬ 
genuity, and may lead to a discussion ui>on 
a highly interesting, albeit controversial, 
subject. W*. McGuefoo. 

lialmae, Kirkcudbright. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Marrows failing. —Will you kindly in¬ 
form me why it is my Marrows arc a failure 
this year? There have been abundant 
growth, very large leaves, stems, and 
plenty of immature fruit, but invariably 
after a few days’ growth the fruit has 
turned yellow and died off or rotted. 1 
have not been troubled like this before, 
and have grown Marrows for many years. 
My next door neighbour has nothing to 
complain of, and be tells mo lie saves bis 
own seed. I wonder if the seed is the 
cause. —Marrow. 

[You send no particulars as to your 
method of cultivation, which makes it 
somewhat difficult to give a Uetinite 
opinion as to the cause of the Marrows 
Behaving in such an unsatisfactory man¬ 
ner, but we suspect it arises from an over- 
luxuriant condition of the plants, brought 
about, perhaps, througli the roots having 
had access to and revelling in a quantity 
of manure. Perhaps you set out the 
plants on a heap of manure with hut a 
small amount of soil on the surface. This, 
at any rate, is usually the cause of 
Marrows failing to set properly, or, if the 
fruits do apparently set, they never'swell 
off. The remedy is obvious. The plants 
will no doubt fruit later on. We do not 
think the seed is at fault.] 

Club in Cabbage _On some allotment 

gardens I have visited this season com- 
laints are rife in respect to club in Call¬ 
age and winter Greens generally. All 
sorts of theories are advanced as to the 
cause of this disease, some asserting that 
if the ground is previously well limed no 
such disease will appear; others arc of 
opinion that poverty of soil helps it; but 
in one garden at least I have visited 
neither of these things obtained, for in 
ground, newly broken up last year, and 
therefore in good condition, and limed 
well last winter, the Cabbages became a 
prey to this visitation, the result being 
that hundreds of promising plants have 
had to lie destroyed. I am not aware of 
anj 1 remedy when once club has made its 
appearance, and in my opinion it is futile 
to tinker with and try to eradicate it. 
Ear better is it to burn all the affected 
plants, and, if possible, burn the soil as 
well.—L kauurst. 

Mulching Vegetable Marrows —So 

careful are most growers of Vegetable 
Marrows of my acquaintance to plant on 
huge heaps of soil under which rests a good 
bed of manure that they think this is all 
they need, and are somewhat surprised in 
a time of drought to find the fruits drop¬ 
ping off in a wholesale fashion. If Mar¬ 
rows are planted on soil without a manure 
heap and mulched on the surface, one is 
more likely to get plants witn fruits at 
short joints, instead of those rambling 
specimens one is accustomed to see where 
the manure heap is regarded as indis¬ 
pensable—at least, that is my experience 
after many years with them.—L eahurst. 

Attention to late Peas _A deal may bo 

done towards helping on Peas for a late 
crop by mulching with rotted manure and 
taking care that—in the case of tall sorts 
like Me Plus Ultra and The Gladstone— 
they are sufficiently staked. Nothing 
militates more against the proper matur¬ 
ing of Peas than to permit the plants to 
sway over with wind and rain through hav¬ 
ing insufficient support. Late Peas should 
always bo given rather more latitude in the 
trenches than earlier sorts; in fact, it 
never pays to sow thickly.—AV ooiibast- 
wick . 

Asparagus _Now is the time to feed 

Asparagus. Any good fertiliser is suit¬ 
able, aild this ought to be applied either 
just when rain is imminent or it should l>e 
well watered in. Asparagus beds, it may 
be feared, are occasionally neglected in 
the matter of cleanliness after cutting 
ceases, but they ought to lie kept scru- 
I pulously free from weeds.— Scot. 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

ROSES. 

KOSE MRS. AARON WARD. 

I never know a Rose until 1 lmve grown 
it for three years or more, and this has 
stood the test. It does not perish on the 
Itriar us about lialf of my Tea Roses have. 
I had the pleasure of seeing both Mr. and 
Mrs. Aaron Ward, who grow Roses some¬ 
where in New England, and they were 
pleased with the rigour of this Rose in 
our country. W. 

-A lover of all yellow Roses, or those 

in which yellow is the predominant shade, 
were I asked to name my favourite variety 
I would unhesitatingly say Mrs. Aaron 
Ward. Indian yellow in colour, at times 
suffused with salmon-rose, the blooms are 
charming, and especially so when half¬ 
open. Apart from that, the variety is of 
vigorous growth and spreading habit, 
while it is an exceptionally free bloomer.— 
W. McG. 


ROSE LOVERS IN DESPAIR. 

Mr. R. H. Beamish, of Ashbourne, who 
does not usually give way before any 
garden obstruction, has now joined the 
many who, living on poor or dry soil, like 
Miss Jekyll and Sir F. Moore, conclude 
there Is no remedy, and feebly give way 
to their lio]>eless fate, their main delusion 
being that Roses, to be well grown, re¬ 
quire a heavy clay or stiff loamy soil. So 
Hoses do if we put them all on the wild 
Bog Rose, and it needs no professor of 
logic to show us that to force any great 
family of shrubs to exist on any one stock 
we must abandon all hot* of studying the 
natural wants of many. 

Think of what the wild Roses are in 
Nature, from the foils and moors of 
England to the vast regions of India and 
Thibet, at KHi t 130 mountain ranges, I 
have heard Dr. Henry say, and clearly, an 
immensity of varied soils and conditions. 
From those vast ranges comes the China 
Hose, the long-blooming, graceful bush 
that has given us the priceless charm of 
the Tea and China Rose, displacing the 
old summer Roses of Eurofiean origin, 
flowerless save for a few summer weeks. 

Google 


The custom of the trade compels all the 
Roses of that wholly different race to live 
on our native Dog Rose (R. eanlna), with 
the result, ns everyone knows, that the 
Rose will not thrive on the light soils that 
are found over a large area of our isles, 
so my hope is to change all this and let 
those who succeed with the Briar stock 
keep to it and those with wholly different 
soils throw the fetish of the Briar over 
the fence. We get stout plants in one 
year from cuttings of half-ripened wood 
put in in September or in warm soils and 
sheltered valleys early in October. This 
year I hoite to find spots where 1 want a 
favourite Bose to grow, and insert the 
cutting direct there so as to avoid the 
risk and trouble of transplanting—an im¬ 
portant point, though not essential to 
follow'. We usually put the cuttings into 
a nursery bed, but, where it may he* done, 
putting into the place where the Rose is 
to grow is the better wny. 

Marie van Houtte, Countess de Cayla, 
Leon Pain, Mrs. Aaron Ward, and La 
Tosea are among those I hope to insert in 


the beds they a re to live in. The beds are 
well prepared, the cuttings of half-ripened 
wood about ]0 inches long taken off with 
a heel where we can, the cutting sunk 
most of its length and witli a few leaves 
at top, Just enough to draw up the sap. 
When rooted and growth begins In spring 
the plants attempt to ^flower very soon, 
and then it is essential to cut off every 
little flower-bud, which will lead to having 
good, strong plants in about one year from 
starting. If there be any choice n free, 
sandy loam is good, but almost any free 
soil of, say, 21 feet deep, will do, avoiding 
the clay so loved of the Briar. W. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Rose Mrs. Cutbush failing to open.— In 

reply to your kind answer (enclosed) to my 
inquiry as to the Polyantha Rose (Mrs. 
Cutbush) falling to oi>en I may say that 
the soil is a stiff clay and the bed w T ns 
treated in exactly the same way as for 
other Roses, with which I have been very 
successful—the soil has at no time been 
dry and the surface lias been kept well 
hoed. Tile fact that three of the plants 
bloomed luxuriantly seems to point to some 


defect in the others, and I lmve since been 
told by a friend that it is n common and 
well-known defect in Airs. Cutbush that 
the blooms do not open. I should be glad 
lo know if any of your other readers have 
had the same exiterienee.—A. Gladstone. 


INDOOR PLANTS. 

PLANTS IN THE HOUSE—WATERING. 
Some time ago there was a most useful 
and instructive note on watering plants in 
winter. Those who grow Ferns and other 
plants in rooms often make grave errors 
in regard to watering, more plants dying 
from inattention to this than from any 
other cause. It is often asked how often 
a plant should be watered. No one can 
tell unless he knows the conditions it has 
to grow under. The same plant, if in a 
warm, dry room, wants double it would if 
in a room without a fire. Added to this 
the season of the year influences the de¬ 
mand. More Ferns are lost from lack of 
moisture than from all other causes, 
especially when the pot is full of roots. 
Only by regular attention can anyone 
expect to be successful. The best way is 
to make it a rule to attend to the plants 
on fixed days. Another error many make 
is in giving them driblets of water. All 
root-bound Ferns, etc., should be soaked 
by placing them in a bucket for twenty 
minutes at least. In winter the plants 
may not need attention more than once in 
a fortnight; in Summer twice a week. Soft- 
wooded things, such as Pelargoniums, need 
hut little during the dull months. 
Oleanders may be kept, dry through the 
winter. Vallottas are much grown by 
amateurs. Those that obtain abundance of 
flowers grow them in sandy loam, keeping 
them almost dust dry in winter. Fuchsias 
are real window plants, needing no atten¬ 
tion during the dull months. 

It is astonishing how well Cyclamens 
are grown by some cottagers. In a 
Somerset village I know I have seen 
plants tiiat would be no disgrace to any 
greenhouse. These cottagers give the 
Cyclamens a rest in summer, standing 
them in a sunny window through the 
winter and paying attention to the water¬ 
ing. A niece of mine used to grow 
Maidenhair Ferns well when residing in n 
valley in Wiltshire, but on removing to 
Surrey the plants made blit poor growth. 

_J^C. F. C. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Stephanotis fruiting. —Can you or any 

of the readers of Gardening tell mo 
whether it is a common occurrence for the 
Stephanotis to set fruit in this country? 

I have a plant now in a 9-inch or 10-inch 
pot, plunged in a Rose bed, where it was 
also all last summer flowering freely, which 
has set two fine fruits—I say fruit ad¬ 
visedly, as they resemble somewhat two 
small Melons. They are each 4 inches 
loug by 2j inches wide, having the colour 
and contour of the largest leaves, for which 
they might easily be taken at a cursory 
glance as they lie side by side. During 
the winter the plant was kept in a cool 
greenhouse, not in a stove. I should like 
to know also what the seed is like, and how 
it is distributed within the envelope, and 
how to distinguish when the fruit is ripe? 
—W. T. Hume (Lt. -Colonel), Brislington 
Home,, Bristol. 

[It is not unusual for the Stephanotis 
to fruit in this country. The fruit Is not 
edible, and will ripen in the course of next 
year, but unless you wish to try your hand 
at raising seedlings we would advise you 
to cut it off, as if left to ripen it will only 
weaken the plant. The Stephanotis is so 
easily raised from cuttings that it is far 
better, unless for the sake of experiment. 
to Increase from cuttings of n good form.] 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

WILD TALK ABOUT WILD FOODS. 
Following the recent publication of a 
practical guide to “The Wild Foods of 
Great Britain,” which indicates over 2<>0 
different articles of diet only awaiting col¬ 
lection by those who have learnt to dis¬ 
tinguish them, and provides recipes for 
their treatment in order to render them 
palatable and nutritious, it lias been de¬ 
cided to send to the villages and smaller 
towns lecturers and demonstrators, 
equipped with travelling kitchens or using 
the school kitchens and appliances already 
possessed by the various education com¬ 
mittees. 

The amount of available wild food that 
lias been wasted in England in past years 
is incalculable. In Continental countries, 
and to a less extent in Scotland, these 
natural sources of supply have never been 
neglected ; while in most parts of the- 
kingdom some one or other wild product of 
the countryside has always been used by 
its inhabitants. The instructors to be sent 
out by the county councils will find that in 
one place snails, in another the edible 
frog, in others hedgehogs, in some Nettles, 
or Whortleberries, or Avrons, or the edible 
fungus called Blewits, and on the coasts 
Dulse and Laver are already commonly 
eaten. 

Meals to be cooked and eaten. —The plan 
to be adopted is for the lecturer and de¬ 
monstrator in wild food collection and 
cookery to visit the smaller centres either 
with a caravan fitted as a travelling 
kitchen or with one of the travelling 
kitchens already possessed by different 
county councils, and after they have ex¬ 
amined the natural resources of the 
locality and determined its available food 
supply at the moment, to deliver a brief 
lecture in the schoolroom, parish hall, or 
on the village green, and to call for volun¬ 
teers from the inhabitants — school 
children, teachers, and otljers—to form a 
collection of them on the following morn¬ 
ing. This collection will he brought to 
the travelling kitchen or to that of the 
school-house, and the demonstrator will 
then give practical instruction to the vil¬ 
lagers in the different methods of prepar¬ 
ing them for food. This demonstration 
will be timed so that all the dishes will be 
cooked about midday, when the women 
will be invited to carry them to their cot¬ 
tages for immediate consumption by Iheir 
families, or, if more convenient, they can 
he eaten in the schoolroom, the demonstra¬ 
tors also partaking of the meal in order 
to give confidence. 

During the winter months, when a large 
supply of natural food is still available, 
the lectures and demonstrations will be 
continued in schoolrooms and halls, with 
the aid of lantern slides; so that when 
the critical period arrives, between 
February and June, 1918 — and lliis 
whether the war should end abruptly or 
not—practically the whole of the country 
lieople of Great Britain will know how to 
find at least sufficient wild food each in 
his own locality to keep the wolf from the 
door. 

ITTe read the above in “ The Times,” and 
hope it is not an emanation from the de¬ 
partment which la teln advised people to 
stew Rhubarb leaves, and so led to poison¬ 
ing. All this talk about living on wild 
foods is very doubtful advice, and need¬ 
less, too, if the land is made right use of. 
Hitch better advice would be to tell people 
to enlarge the uses of esculents readily 
grown in our isles, like the various races 
of Haricot Beans, as easily grown here as 
in Northern France and Belgium ; also lo 
develop more the winter use of plants of 

Google 


the Gourd tribe — Marrow, Squash, and 
Potiron Rouge of the French. These give 
a valuable supply of winter food in France 
and America, and should do the same 
here. These, and some other garden foods 
made right use of would make us more 
independent of the Potato, a much over¬ 
rated food, and liable to serious disease .— 
Eu.] __ 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Corn salad. —Now is the time to think 
of sowing this, a base of salad for winter 
and spring, of high value, quite hardy, 
and easily grown. Sow in any spare 
nursery bed broadcast and thickly. The 
plants should cover the surface of the 
ground so as to avoid the splashing of 
earth in heavy rains. Make two or more 
sawings and sow enough to last through 
the winter and spring until Lettuces come 
in.—W. 

Sugar for fruit preserving.— I wrote to 
Mr. C. S. Newcastle, care of Mr. J. V. 
Drake, 10 and 11, Mincing-lane, on June 
8lh, applying for sugar to be used in pre¬ 
serving my own fruit, enclosing stamped 
and addressed envelope. Receiving no 
reply, I wrote again, enclosing another 
stamped envelojie, with no result. It is 
now too late for Strawberry jam, and even 
if I get a permit, I suppose by the time I 
get the sugar it will be too late for Goose¬ 
berries. The few people I know who 
wrote have also received no reply. In 
view of the very large number of stamps 
which must have been received, surely 
some explanation should be offered to the 
public. I suppose the whole business is 
not a hoax, as so much correspondence has 
appeared in the papers about it, but the 
money received in the form of stamps 
should be accounted for. — R. Nolan 
Fehball. 

Keeping bread.— The bread made from 
war flour does not keep well if placed in 
the usual bread-pan. Why I do not know, 
but with me it has become mouldy within 
a very short time, yet the bread from the 
same baker, when kept in an airy place, 
remained sweet and eatable for a week, 
although, naturally, it became very hard. 
I find, however, that when soaking stale 
bread for making puddings the water in 
which it was soaked became turgid and 
unpleasant-looking. Even bread baked at 
borne does not keep much better, so Oat¬ 
meal cakes, made in the good old-fashioned 
way, and “thick Toms” and ehapatties 
have replaced bread in this household. 
The produce of the garden forms the 
principal part of every meal during the 
day, so that the consumption of bread is 
reduced to a very small quantity used for 
bread and butter at tea-time.—II. T. 0. 

Raspberries. —Has there not, of recent 
years, been too much stress laid upon size 
in Raspberries? Large and well-coloured 
fruits are, no doubt, attractive, but I in¬ 
cline to the belief that, as is the case witli 
Strawberries, some of the old varieties are 
superior in point of flavour. Fastolf, for 
example, is an excellent dessert Rasp¬ 
berry; indeed, by many it is considered 
unrivalled for this purpose. Yet it is 
scarcely' ever met with now, having been 
supplanted by kinds with larger fruits. 
For jam-making, Red Antwerp is equal, if 
not superior, to the best of the large- 
berried kinds, and it crops more freely 
and over a longer jieriod than almost any 
other variety. Fastolf, too, is a continu¬ 
ous bearer, a point not to be overlooked 
where Raspberries are appreciated. I 
should certainly plant these two old sorts 
more freely than either Superlative or 
Bnuinforth's Seedling, good though they 
be. The latter bears a very large berry, 
round and showy, but the flavour is com¬ 


paratively poor. Superlative, under suit¬ 
able conditions, can be grown to a size 
equalling that of the trashy Loganberry. 
It lias a robust habit and bears well, but 
no stretch of imagination can place its 
flavour higher than " very fair.”—A 
Scottish Gakoeneii. 

Economical Rice croquettes.— These cro¬ 
quettes have the great advantage of being 
made without eggs, without butter, and 
without milk. They are a mixture of 
Potatoes and Rice that everybody should 
make in the given proiKirtions, following 
tile reeli hi in all its simple details. To one 
cupful of Rice add four medium-sized 
Potatoes, sufficient to make about twenty 
croquettes. The Rice is washed in several 
waters and boiled for about twenty 
minutes to half ail hour (according to the 
quality) in salted water. The Potatoes 
are boiled in their skins, peeled, and 
mashed. Then the Rice and Potatoes are 
mixed in a bowl, rolled in the hand into 
oblong croquettes, salted, covered with 
flour and fried a golden-brown in dripping, 
clarified suet, or salad oil; the last is 
lighter than any frying fat and more easily 
digested. The fat or oil must be boiling 
in the frying-pan when the croquettes are 
placed therein .—Country Life. 

Eastowest Soy flour _The introduction 

into this country of the Soy Beau pre¬ 
sented possibilities that were not realised 
at first, for it ivas thought at the time 
that this product, of Manchuria was suit¬ 
able only as a food for stock. But as ex¬ 
perience in its use increased it was found 
that it was callable of being utilised in 
many forms and for various purposes. One 
of the most interesting developments in 
respect to the Soy Bean is the manufac¬ 
ture from it of Eastowest flour, an article 
that has made its appearance at an op¬ 
portune moment, and which is likely to 
gain wide popularity. The food value of 
Eastowest Soy flour will be apparent from 
the fact that it contains from 43 to 47 per 
cent, of flesh-forming albuminoids, against 
Oats only 11 per cent., Wheat 11 per cent.. 
Bran 4 per cent., Maize 10 ]>er cent., and 
Barley 10J tier cent. In colour it Is a rich 
nut brown, and the bread and pastry pro¬ 
duced by the directions given by the manu¬ 
facturers have a delicate flavour not un¬ 
like that of'the finest Oats and Wheat 
mingled. This flour can only be used in 
combination with ordinary flour, although 
gradually as the digestive -organs of 
Western peoples become accustomed to it 
the proportion can be increased. The pro¬ 
portion recommended for use is that of a 
pound of Eastowest Soy flour to a stone 
of ordinary flour, or of an ounce lo n 
pound. Either of these proportions will 
give excellent results with bread and 
pastry. Bread baked with this mixture 
will be found fresh and wholesome when 
several days old. It is extremely digesti¬ 
ble, and for children it is claimed to be 
peculiarly suitable .—The Field. 

The Black Currant Crop _For almost 

the first season during the past twenty 
years the crop of Black Currants is most 
disappointing. It is not an entire failure, 
but the bushes are only thinly .sprinkled 
with fruit. The crop is usually very heavy, 
so that such a failure is the more annoy¬ 
ing. There were no late frosts to do any 
damage at flowering time, the bushes are 
free from insects and from big-hud. The 
only reasons which can be advanced are 
that tlie sunless season of 1916 did not 
sufficiently ripen the wood, or that over¬ 
cropping ill previous years lias at length 
resulted in a demand for a season’s rest.— 
W. McGuffog, Ba/mae , Kirkcudbright. 

Ripe Gooseberry chutney _-I should be 

pleased if you or any reader of G AHnftxiNd 
Illustiiated would give me a recipe for 
making ripe Gooseberry chutuev. — 
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porate some old hotbed manure, and plant 
the cuttings or divisions 9 inches to a loot 
apart. Sprinkle with water in the evening 
until the plants start into growth. The 
best Heuclioras include H. sanguinea and 
its forms. H. brizoides is a tine hybrid, 
forming a dense mass of colour, H. gracil- 
lima is very light and graceful, while II. 
micrantha and its variety rosea produce 
tall spikes with hundreds of minute 
flowers. Rosamund, a very strong grower 
of the micrantha type, I consider the best 
of all, making numerous branching, corni- 
pink spikes, each 4 feet high. Pluie de 
Feu is a counterpart of Rosamund, except 
in colour, which is a deeper pink. Znbe- 
liana is a pretty hybrid with bright pink 
flowers. Profusion (cream-coloured) is a 
good companion to Rosamund, being simi¬ 
lar in habit. Kilnfield White is the 


them in all directions, so that there will 
be only an indifferent display. On the 
other hand, the sunny time was responsi¬ 
ble for bringing out the flowers of 
Fuchsias, Regonias, and Pelargoniums, 
and clumps of these are particularly 
bright. It is not that brightness and long 
endurance of flower cannot be had in the 
hardy plant borders. It is a matter of 
good culture and a right style of planting. 
I have been Interested lately in an associa¬ 
tion of some line clumps of the yellow 
Columbine (Aquilegia elirysantha) and 
scarlet Lychnis; also the latter and the 
double Sneezewort (Achillea ptarmica), 
which, in common with other things of 
similar habit, should not be included 
among those plants (hat resent the close 
proximity of robbers. The overcrowding, 
noted above, is also often responsible for 


THE P.LUE WINDFLOWER I3Y THE 
WATERSIDE. 

This, so often referred to in our pages, is 
free ns a wild plant in any soil. Where 
here shown it is on poorish soil by a path 
and flowers freely every year, a few tufts 
of the Tenby Daffodil near, with the Pontic 
Kingcup in the water. No form of the 
Wood Anemone has so good a colour, blue 
both inside and out. To establish in Grass 
get the true form, take up when the tufts 
show signs of withering, and at once re¬ 
plant the slender roots a few inches apuirt 
in any place where the roots need not be 
disturbed for years. Those who begin 
with it as a garden plant will gradually 
lead it into the Grass, where it will give 


Blue Wood Windflower in turj near ivater. 


as good an effect ns in the garden, and 
want no care afterwards. We are now 
(June 15th) mowing for Hay the meadow 
in which this lovely plant was like patches 
of the sky in early May. Withering early 
It lid's not seem to be any the worse, but 
it is as well to put it in Grass that is not 
mown. \\. 


HEUCHERAS. 

These have flowered well this season. 
Now is a suitable time to sow seeds or to 
propagate the plants from cuttings or divi¬ 
sion of the root-stock. The plants may be 
lifted and divided into single crowns and 
planted at once where it is intended they 
should flower next season, choosing the 
strongest crowns. Every crown having a 
few leaves will grow, whether it is de¬ 
tached with a piece of root or not. Lightly 
fork up the beds or .bonders and ipcor- 


r .borders and tacor 
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whitest I know, the flowers large and the 
spike good. F. W. G. 


PLANTING HEREACEOUS RORDEKS. 
Lovers of hardy flowers are sometimes 
surprised at the preference given to tender 
plants for the summer display. I think 
the reason is found in the lack of taste 
and discrimination shown by many in the 
pilanting of their hardy flower borders. 
Overcrowding is one of the mistakes. In¬ 
stead of nice clumps- of each siieeies or 
variety sufficiently large to show each off 
to the best advantage and of a size in pro- 
]>ortion to the area at disposal, with just 
enough space between to allow for de¬ 
velopment, there is a tendency to crowd 
single plants indiscriminately. The hot 
spell of weather through May and early 
June drew these plants up weak and 
spindly, and the gales and heavy rain sent 


many Incongruous associations. Another 
fault, the result of lack of knowledge as 
to time of flowering, is to plant too many 
things together of the same season, with 
the result that there are times when con¬ 
siderable stretches of the border arc quite 
bare of flower. E. II. S. 

Ha rdwick. 


TIGER LILIES. 

rmoit to the war large quantities were 
sent to this country every year and were 
justly valued when in bloom. Immense 
bulbs of the variety Fortunei often put in 
an appearance, and could lie depended 
upon to yield a fine display. A desirable 
feature of the Tiger Lily is that it readily 
adapts itself to cultivation in this coun¬ 
try, and fine clumps may often he met 
with In cottage gardens. It will thrive in 
ordinary garden soil, provided it does not 
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contain n large amount of lime. A pro¬ 
minent characteristic of this Lily is tire 
great number of bulbils that are produced 
from the axils of the leaves and which 
drop soon after flowering. These bulbils 
afford a ready means of increase, as, if 
treated like seeds, they will grow and in 
time attain their full size. 

The typical Lilium tigrinuiu reaches a 
height of 3 feet to G feet, while the flowers, 
which appear early in August, are, in 
colour, a light orange-red more or less 
heavily spotted with deep brownish-purple. 
Among the best of the varieties is splen- 
dens, also known by the varietal name of 
Leopoldi. While the typical kind and the 
other varieties have the stems more or 
less clothed with woolly hairs, those of 
splendens are quite smooth and with a 
shiny, almost black surface. The leaves, 
too, are fewer in number, but distinctly 
broader, and of a deeper green than those 
of the type. The flowers are larger and 
much brighter in colour, while the spots, 
though less in number, are also larger. 
With the exception of this variety the 
Tiger Lilies are not a success under pot 
culture, but splendens is satisfactory when 
grown in this way. As a rule, it flowers 
just a little later than L. tigrinum. The 
variety flore pleuo is a perfectly double 
Lily, but, to my mind, less pleasing (hail 
the single ones. Quite a giant in bulb and 
stature is Fortune!, which will push up 
stout, erect stems to a height of 0 feet to 
S feet, or even more. In a good example 
as many as fifty flowers will be developed 
in a large pyrnmidal-shaiied head. The 
stems of this are particularly woolly and 
ftie flowers are also rather paler in colour 
than in any of the others. They are also 
somewhat later in opening. W. T. 

LAWNS AS MEADOWS. 

I wonder if others have teen amused as I 
have been to see what plants bloomed in 
their lawns run up to hay owing to 
scarcity of labour. One of mine. Which is 
on a rather dry, exposed terrace, reminded 
me of an alpine meadow in June, full of 
flowers of all kinds blooming for all they 
were worth, as though it was the chance 
of a lifetime, as, indeed, it was, for that 
lawn lias heen closely mown for half a 
century or more, and no one had an idea 
that, these “weeds” existed. Of course, 
one knew there were Plantains and 
Daisies and Dutch Clover, hut the show 
of other flowers was <|uite extraordinary— 
Moon Daisies, Bird's-foot Trefoil (very 
tall for its kind and brilliantly tinted 
yellow' and red). Red Clover, White Clover. 
Hieraciums of several pretty sorts, but, 
strange to say, most numerous of all. 
Lady's Redstraw (Galium veruiu). great 
dumps of it almost everywhere. The ter¬ 
race lies west of the house, and every 
evening during weeks of tine weather the 
setting sun made a glory of these flowers 
for us. 

I often wonder gardeners do not make 
more experiments with, and use of, British 
wild flowers. Galium velum is. on a 
rookery, worth dozens of those expensive 
little things one gets tempted - to buy at 
flower shows and which bloom a few days 
and are then over for the year. This 
Galium is a joy of golden mist for weeks 
and weeks. Its tiny cousin, the small 
white G. saxatile, is also quite wortli 
planting in crannies of rock. Dyer's 
Green Weed is a handsome border plant. 
I have oil a hillside farm close by one 
Held which displays almost an acre of it 
mixed witli an equal spread of purple 
Wood Betouy, a sight worth going far to 
see. I wonder why Genista tinetoria 
should grow there and nowhere else 
within many miles. 

Google 


Of the commoner wild flowers well 
worth cultivating I may mention the fol¬ 
lowing :—First and foremost is the com¬ 
mon Hairbell (Campanula rotundifolia). 
easily the handsomest of all the rock 
garden Campanulas, for, unlike tlie others, 
it never looks shabby with dead flowers, 
in this resembling C. lactiflora, which is 
the best border plant introduced for years. 
1 have it in all sizes, from IS inches to 
8 feet. It modestly disposes of its dead 
flowers so ns to lie no eyesore. My atten¬ 
tion was first drawn to the usefulness of 
tlie Hairbell by seeing a plant of it bloom¬ 
ing for six weeks on end halfway up a 
church tower. Some years ago I found a 
white variety in a pasture. I dug it out 
with a pocket-knife and brought it home, 
and now have plenty of it. and it is charm¬ 
ing mixed with the ordinary blue. Fox¬ 
gloves I always encourage up and down 
the kitchen garden. They sow themselves 
and 1 root out what I do not want. 

A few other wild flowers well worth 
growing are Sweet Woodruff, Scabious 
(two sorts). Jasmine, true Forget-me-not, 
Geranium prntense. Golden Rod. Geiim 
rivule, Hyiierkuins, Jacob's Ladder, Malva 
nioschata, Meadow Sweet, Polygonum, 
Prunella. Red Valerian. Rest Harrow, 
and, of course, all the Orchids one can 
find. Pk v r.iii i. Turnbull. 

Sandyhrooh Hall, Axhbnunie, Derby. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Centiana asclepiadea.— There is prob¬ 
ably no species of Gentian more accom¬ 
modating than the Willow Gentian, as the 
above is popularly called. Quite happy in 
cool woodland places and in peaty soils 
with moisture, it is equally so in more than 
one class of light loam, particularly those 
of a sandy or stony uaiurc, and not less 
so often enough in loams- of a more hold¬ 
ing character where a more vigorous 
growth usually obtains. It seeds freely, 
Ihe seedlings coining up in all sorts of 
places—paved walks, gravel paths, and the 
like—though most abundant in Moss- 
covered spots or in short Grass where cool 
conditions prevail. Hence, it may be re¬ 
garded ns a first-rale subject for naturalis¬ 
ing. In the ordinary border the Willowy 
attribute is lost owing to the besom-like 
way in which it is tied. Unfettered and 
in some abundance, it is one of the best 
blue-flowered woodland plants of the year, 
flowering in August. The white form is 
poor.—E. H. Jenkins. 

The Turk's-cap Lily (Liliuui Martngon). 
—This has much to recommend it. not the 
least being its vigorous nature. I have it 
growing in my gu rden under a bush Apple- 
tree, tlie branches acting as a support to 
the 1 feet long stems. It lias been grow¬ 
ing in this position for three years, gain¬ 
ing strength each year. A surfacing of 
old silent hotbed manure was given in 
spring, tlie soil being light and sandy, and 
drying very quickly in hot weather. When 
residing in West Dorset this Lily grew' 
beautifully in the natural soil, there being 
large groups amongst tlie Grass in varied 
positions. During the eighteen years I 
had charge of this place they received no 
attention. Wishing to see tlie effect of 
giving the bulbs a good larder I planted 
some bulbs 111 a border in the kitchen 
garden. On these I have seen spikes with 
from seventy to eighty blooms on each.— 
Dorset. 

Gypsophila paniculata from cuttings.— 

Of the three methods of propagating Gyp¬ 
sophila paniculata — viz., division of 
clumps, seeds, and cuttings—the last, 
perhaps, is tlie least practised. It is by 
no means difficult, however, and anyone 
desirous of increasing his stock of plants 
call do so by taking some of the numerous 
shoots from the branches and inserting 


them round the edges of pots of sandy 
loam and placing them in cold frames, 
where they should remain until spring, 
when they can be planted in well manured 
ground in a sunny position. Such plants 
make capital flowering flushes in a couple 
of years. Care ought to be taken to give 
them plenty of room away from other 
plants in the borders. August is the best 
time to take the cuttings.— Woodbast- 
vvick. 

Permanent edgings to flower borders.— 

It is the exception rather than the rule to 
meet with permanent edgings to flower 
borders nowadays, unless it bo in gardens 
where hardy flowering plants are given pro¬ 
minence. Everyone is accustomed to the 
trim Lobelia and stiff Echeveria, yet it has 
to bo said of these that their season is but 
short. There is something, however, to be 
said of a garden where plants of an endur¬ 
ing character are used. In this connec¬ 
tion one thinks of Pinks that in June give 
blossoms in plenty of delightful fragrance, 
of Saxifrages, of the summer white foliage 
of Cerastium tomentosuiu, with its whiter 
flowers, and Veronicas, like prostrata and 
rupestris, and the common white Iberis.— 
Townsman. 

Lilium candidum.—The most popular of 
all white Lilies is assuredly L. candidum, 
the peerless white blooms of which may he 
seen in the garden of peer and peasant 
alike, vet it has to be said concerning this 
Lily that many people confess to an in¬ 
ability to grow it with anything like suc¬ 
cess, mainly, I think, because they fall 
into the common error of planting the 
bulbs in November about the same time as 
Hyacinths and Tulips, instead of early in 
September before tire new growth has well 
advanced. That is the secret of many 
failures, coupled with the fact that “the 
sunny place of the garden” is often 
ignored, and the bulbs are put in any¬ 
where.—L e.vhurst. 

Lifting Gladiolus The Bride _It is ad¬ 

visable to lift Gladiolus The Bride and 
other early-flowering varieties when the 
foliage becomes yellow, and give them a 
short rest before replanting in autumn. 
In many places they survive if left in the 
ground, hut in time they become crowded 
and do not flower nearly so well. I know a 
good garden where The Bride is grown in 
thousands, and the conns are lifted every 
year, the large ones sorted out and re¬ 
planted in the best positions, and the 
smaller conns put into reserve plots to 
grow on for another season.— Scot. 

Colchicum speciosum album. —This is 
now much cheaper than a few years ago. 
It is a good doer, and flourishes in light or 
heavy soil, preferring the latter. As there 
are no leaves until spring, a carpeting 
plant, such as a Mossy Saxifrage, over 
the resting place of the conns is ail im¬ 
provement, the green of the carpet making 
a good setting for the white flowers. 
Plant as early as the colons can be pro¬ 
cured at a depth of about 6 inches. Conns 
planted early this autumn should flow'er 
this year, and will increase in number and 
beauty.—Ess. 

Trollius patulus. —This fine Globe-flower, 
said to have come from China, has been 
in bloom for the past three or four weeks, 
and still has many lvuds to open. The 
golden-yellow flowers, each sometimes 
3 inches in diameter, spread out flat upon 
their upright stems. T. patulus lias been 
grown in the ordinary border in partial 
shade, but I think rather moister quarters 
would suit it better. It is quite distinct 
from the general run of Globe-flowers, a 
late bloomer, as I have indicated, and be¬ 
loved of all the slug tribe.— A. T. Johnson. 

Staking hardy plants. —Among other 
work on the hardy plant border which 
must either be quite neglected or only par¬ 
tially performed this season will be the 
staking of hardy plants. Where absolutely 
necessary, the quickest way to deal with 
them is to put about three fairly tall Pea 
sticks round each. This will hold them up 
well, and little or no tying is required.— 
E. B. S.. Uanhvich. 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In w.oom .Illy 81st.— Huddleias (in 
variety), Magnolia grandiflora, Ceanothus 
(in variety), Carpentaria californica, 
tipiraas (in variety), Calycantlius jloridus, 
It lues (in variety), Haber in Wilsoni, Dent- 
tins (in variety), Escallonias (in variety), 
ltapliiolepis ova In, Olearias (in variety), 
Desmodium penduliflorum, Abclia ntpes- 
trin, hardy Fuchsias (in variety), shrubby 
Veronicas (in variety), Hydrangea hor- 
iensis, Indigofcra Oerardiana, Hyperi¬ 
cums (in variety), Clethras, Spartium 
juneeum, Catalga bignunioides, Sty rax 
japonicum, Hcdysarum multijugum, Poly¬ 
gonum baldschuanicum, Schizophragma 
hydrangeoides. Honeysuckles (in variety). 
Jasmin urn officinale, Actinidia arguta, 
Hrevillea sulpHitrea, Solarium crispum. 
Yuccas (in variety), ltomneya Coulteri, 
Delphiniums (in variety). Phloxes (in 
variety), tEnollieras (in variety), Ver¬ 
benas, Qalrga, Harttandi, Si dot ecus (in 
variety), Helenium pumiluin, Erigcrons 
(in variety), E-rynyiums, Meeonopsis (in 
variety), Echinops ruthenieus, Lavateras 
(in variety). Acanthus (in variety), Aster 
Amelias, Victims (in variety), Alstro- 
merias. Lobelia cardinalis (in variety), 
Uyacinthus eandicans, Liliums (in 
variety). Gladiolus (in variety), Montbrc- 
tias. Tufted Pansies (in variety), Verbena 
reiiosa, Pentstemons (in variety), Antir¬ 
rhinums, Cosmos, Campanulas (dwarf anti 
lull) (in variety), Phacelia campannlaria, 
Mimulus (in variety), Hemerocallis (in 
variety), Lythrum roseum, Epitobiums, 
Lgsimachias, Polygonums, Cyperus (in 
variety), Sagittarius, Xympliieas (in 
variety), Aponbgeton, Iris Ktrmpferi, Arte- 
niisias (in variety), Fttnkias, Hcuchcras 
(in variety), tiedums (in variety), Con¬ 
volvulus Cneorum, C. mauritanieus. 
Unarias, Oralis floribunda, Veronica 
by alii, V. Candida, Hilene Schafta, Andro- 
*aee lanuginosa, On os in a tauricum, Plum¬ 
bago Larpenta', Pentstemon hcterophylliis. 
Diant bus (in variety), Francoa sonehi- 
fvlia, Uentiana asclepiadea, O. septem- 
liilu. Dry us octopetala, /Ethioncma coridi- 
fotium, Potentillas (in variety), Qypso- 
philas, Saxifrage Fortimei, Lithuspciintini 
prostration, Aeanthotimon ylnmacenni, 
Sra hi os a jin mass ia, Anthericums, Ra- 
ntoiidia pyrenaiea , Parochetus communis, 
Supunurius, titatice (in variety). Lavender, 
Ericas (in variety). 

The week’s work. —Many of the earlier 
varieties of climbing Roses have ceased 
blooming. Those are lreing overhauled 
and some of the old growths cut out to 
allow room for the young basal shoots. 
Where there are more shoots than are re¬ 
quired the weaker ones are cut clean away, 
retaining only sufficient of the stronger 
branches to furnish the allotted space. It 
is a mistake to tie in too many snoots, as 
unless they ripen properly the results will 
not be satisfactory next season. 

Some of the old plants of Tufted Pan¬ 
sies have been cut down to encourage 
young growth suitable for cuttings. From 
these plants good cuttings will be ob¬ 
tained bv the end of the present month or 
early in September. Tufted Pansies may 
also lie propagated at the present time by 
dividing the old plants anti planting them 
in a border, lmt cuttings are preferable. 
Monthretias are now developing their 
flower-spikes. The newer hybrids are dis¬ 
tinct improvements on the old, M. cro- 
eosmisefiora producing flowers on large, 
arching sprays, while many of the indivi¬ 
dual blooms are from 2 inches to 3 inches 
in diameter. If the ground is dry, give 
a good soaking of water. The spikes re¬ 
main in condition for several days when 
cut, and are extremely useful for house 
or table decoration. The flower-spikes of 
Gladioli should he secured to suitable 
stakes without delay. Hoe the ground 
at frequent intervals, and if the weather 
is very dry water freely while the spikes 
are still developing, clrienjonditions baing 
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desirable when the flowers are fully open. 
Let the watering be followed by a mulch 
of some light material to conserve the 
moisture. Evergreen and deciduous 
hedges may now be pruned. The present 
is a suitable time to attend to all shrubs, 
such as specimen Yews and other Conifers, 
with a view to removing unshapely growths 
and weak shoots. If this annual pruning 
is carried out neatly and regularly the 
trees and shrubs will scarcely show that 
they have l>een pruned. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hail Cardens, Oundle, Xorthunts. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Peaches and Nectarines. —The training 
in of the young shoots on outdoor trees 
should not be neglected, as so much of 
next season’s success depends on the atten¬ 
tion given to this matter now. Super¬ 
fluous young wood should Ire cut out while 
the work is going on, as it is only a waste 
of energy to train in more wood than is re¬ 
quired. Train the young shoots retained 
as straight as possible, securing them to 
the wall with shreds and nails if the wall 
is not wired. The training should be 
effected in such a way that the fruit as it 
develops will not be unduly shaded. It is 
a good plan when the main branches are 
quite unprotected to train young shoots 
on the part facing outwards to prevent the 
sun overheating the sap and injuring the 
trees. The covering of bare main branches 
in this way also adds to the appearance of 
the trees. In addition to keeping the 
trees well washed, feeding from the sur¬ 
face, either with artificials or liquid 
manure, and maintaining the mulch in 
working order are other details which 
should not he overlooked. "When water is 
laid on and hydrants fixed at convenient 
spots in the garden watering and washing 
can then he quickly effected with the aid 
of india-rubber hose. 

Apples. —The fruits on the early varie¬ 
ties of cooking Apples are now of a useful 
size for the kitchen, so where the trees are 
heavily laden and thinning has to he done 
the latter may be carried out piecemeal 
fashion and waste avoided. 

Grafted trees. —The ligatures may now 
be removed altogether from trees operated 
on in the spring, and to avoid the risk of 
the new growth on the scions being broken 
off by rough winds secure it R> sticks, 
which should ho tied on to the branches 
below where the grafting took place. All 
growths emanating from the stock should 
he rigorously suppressed. 

Late Strawberries _If necessary to in¬ 

crease the stock of any particular variety, 
the requisite number of runners should be 
layered at once into small GO pots filled 
with rich soil. If young plants are not re¬ 
quired, get all runners and old leaves cut 
away, hoe off weeds, and well mulch with 
decayed manure after clearing the rubbish 
away. Keep the roots of perpetual varie¬ 
ties' well supplied with water in dry 
weather. 

Spring-sown Onions. —Compared with 
previous seasons, these are very backward, 
and will need every encouragement to get 
them fully matured ere autumn sets in. 
The soil should, therefore, he kept well 
stirred between the rows and a fertiliser 
sprinkled on the surface occasionally and 
hoed in. 

Spinach. —Afore of this should now be 
sown. As there is less likelihood of its 
running to seed now, a much larger 
breadth should be got in of both the 
summer and winter varieties. The latter 
will, of course, furnish a supply during 
the early part of winter. Several good 
rows of the Perpetual or Spinach Beet 
should be sown. When large enough this 
can, if necessary, be transplanted. This 
proved a veritable sheet anchor last winter 
and spring, so that it will be wise to be 
prepared with a good quantity of it for the 
coming winter. 

French Beans _If there is a cold pit at 

liberty which will not be wanted for any 


particular purpose before the end of the 
year it may be made ready and sown with 
Flench Beans for autumn use. Canadian 
Wonder and No Plus Ultra are two good 
varieties, although any variety may he 
used. 

Early and second early Potatoes should 
be lifted and stored as there will be a 
danger of the tubers, if left any longer in 
the warpi, moist soil, starting to grow again, 
and thus become spoilt. A good quantity of 
both or sufficient for future needs should 
be placed on one side and laid out in single 
layers if space permits. The ground thus 
vacant can then be filled with Cabbages, 
Coleworts, or winter Greens, or as is oft- 
times the rule in private establishments, 
planted with Strawberries. If utilised for 
the former, set the plants out in drills 
drawn some 3 inches to 4 inches in depth. 
When the plants have made some amount 
of growth the drills may be filled in, which 
will steady the plants and leave a less 
length of stem exposed to the elements in 
the case of winter Greens. 

Late Melons. —If fruits are required in 
late autumn it is time the plants were set 
out. A house which can when required he 
well heated is necessary for the growing of 
this late crop. Unless there is an 
abundant supply of bottom heat the plants 
will be best grown in pots or boxes. If 
the cordon principle of cultivation is 
adopted the plants will fruit quickly, and 
if the grower is satisfied to take the first 
two or three fruits which set on each plant 
there will he a still further gain in point 
of time. If possible, give the structure a 
clean down and whitewash the walls 
beforehand. 

Cucumbers. —For a late crop it is better 
to set out young plants at once than to 
endeavour to carry on with any which are, 
through having been in hearing since the 
spring, in a partially exhausted condition. 
To ensure quick growth, and to maintain 
the plants in a vigorous bearing condition 
afterwards when daylight decreases and 
the nights become chilly the house should 
be furnished with an ample quantity of 
hot-water piping so that tne requisite de¬ 
gree of heat can he kept up without resort¬ 
ing to hard firing. A. W. 


AIIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Muscat Grapes in the early house which 
are ripe must not he exposed to the full 
sun, or the berries will become brown. It 
is a good plan to place a piece of tissue 
paper over each bunch as a preventive. 
Where only a few bunches are left it is ad¬ 
visable to cut them with a portion of the 
shoot, and place them in bottles in a cool 
room. The nouse can then l>e thrown open 
and the foliage given a vigorous syringing. 
The borders should also he given a good 
watering. If the leaves are affected with 
red-spider or thrip no effort should ho 
spared to destroy these pests. A thorough 
spraying with a solution of Gishurst com¬ 
pound late in the afternoon will he found 
effective. Grapes still swelling should he 
encouraged to ripen, for all Grapes should 
now he showing signs of colour. Alost 
varieties require fully six weeks or eight 
weeks after commencing to colour to reach 
a stage when they are fit for the table. 
Take every care to keep the houses charged 
with moisture. Use the syringe freely, 
and if red-spider is noticed employ means 
to check it. Choose a clear, warm evening 
after the sun has lost its power, and give 
the Vines a drenching overhead with clear, 
soft water, wetting every part of the 
foliage both above and below. Allow time, 
if possible, for the foliage to become dry 
the same evening, and if necessary to en¬ 
sure this, permit a little extra heat from 
the hot-water pipes with a little more top 
ventilation. It this syringing is carefully 
done the berries will not be in the least 
marked, and it is the best way to rid a 
vinery of this troublesome pest. Many 
persons prefer syringing with an insecti¬ 
cide, but this is a long and tedious task, 
and generally results in torn and scalded 
leaves, as well as marked berries. Any 
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Vines which are still growing'should he 
pinched regularly. Some varieties, such 
as Madresfiehl Court, Gros Colman, and 
Mrs. Pince, arc benefited by allowing a 
little extra growth to remain as me berries 
commence to colour, this preventing the 
berries from splitting. At the same time 
do not allow the growths to become so 
dense as to exclude the light for all these 
varieties are sun lovers, and rarely finish 
their bunches satisfactorily if subjected 
to too much shade. 

Perpetual-flowering Carnations intended 
for winter blooming are now growing 
freely, and, having filled the pots with 
roots, they are now afforded weak stimu¬ 
lants. The staking of the plants is car¬ 
ried out. a.s time permits, light Bamboo 
stakes from 3 feet to 4 feet in length 
being the best. Lightly loop up all the 
leading growths so as to keep the plants 
shapely, and in making the ties keep them 
below tile point where the stems are likely 
to ho cut. 

Chrysanthemums. The earliest batch 
has now filled the pots with roots and re¬ 
quires much water. Afford slight applica¬ 
tions of stimulants, but do not over-feed 
them, or rank, soft growth will result. 
Superfluous shoots must be removed early. 
The necessary tying of the shoots must be 
attended to. Guard against aphis and 
mildew by spraying tile plants with 
Quassia extract or any other approved 
insecticide. 

Freesias. —To obtain early flowers of 
Freesias a butch should be potted at once. 
For general purposes 5-inch pots will be 
found the most convenient. The potting 
soil should be of a rather light, sandy 
nature, containing a good proportion of 
sifted leaf-soil. About eight of the largest- 
sized bulbs should lie placed in a 5-inch pot, 
covering them with an inch deep of soil. 
Place the pots in an unheated frame, and 
cover them with leaf-mould to keep the soil 
moist without watering them until growth 
commences. 

Potatoes.— I have never seen the Potato 
crop, including early, mid-season, and late 
varieties, look more promising than it 
does this season. With a continuance of 
fine weather, not only should the crop lie 
heavy, but it may ho expected that the 
quality will lie of the highest. Alt varie¬ 
ties should be lifted immediately the 
growth is completed. A mistaken idea 
exists that unless the tubers are thoroughly 
ripened, so much so that the skins cannot 
be easily rubbed off, the crop is not ready 
for lifting, tlie consequence being that in 
many eases disease attacks them, and a 
very large proportion nf' the crop becomes 
useless. The rubbing of the skin, though 
a little unsightly at the time, does not im¬ 
pair the keeping qualities, as ill a very 
short time the skin heals over and the 
tubers are none the worse. 

Cauliflowers. —The autumn varieties of 
(lauliflowers will soon be turning in. To 
ensure fine, white beads, liberal supplies of 
manure water should bo given. Tie the 
leaves together directly a plant shows 
signs of developing a curd, in order to have 
the heads white and of the best quality. 
If it is found that they are coming into 
use too fast, some of the plants may be 
taken up and placed in a cool shed, where 
they will keep good for several days. 

Celery. —The whole of this crop ought 
now to be growing freely. It. is absolutely 
necessary, however, to have it in perfec¬ 
tion that the plants be kept well drenched 
with water, both overhead and at the 
loots; in dry weather, indeed, it is hardly 
possible to give too much, and at every 
third watering either farmyard liquid or 
house sewage should be given. Remove 
all side growths, split and deformed leaves, 
hand-pick the maggot-infested leaves and 
consign them to the fire where badly 
attacked. Continue to earth up the plants 
at short intervals, this being the proper 
method to blanch Celery. Also dust over 
the foliage with soot in the early morning 
while wet with 
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Mushrooms _Preparations will now be 

made for an autumn supply of Mushrooms. 
The house intended for furnishing these 
will ho thoroughly cleansed and washed 
with hot lime at the earliest opportunity. 
The horse-droppings are collected daily 
and laid ill a dry, open shed to he turned 
frequently. When almost ready for re¬ 
moval to the Mushroom-house they are 
placed a little closer together until the 
temperature reaches 90 degs., when they 
are turned thoroughly and removed to the 
Mushroom-house, spread out on the lied, 
and rammed firmly so that when finished 
the lied will be 14 inches deep. When the 
temperature drops to 80 degs. the spawn 
should be inserted 2 inches deep and the 
whole bed made perfectly firm and even, 
fn a day or two afterwards a covering of 
loam should he placed evenly over the bed 
and beaten lightly with the back of a spade. 
The teni])orature of the house should be 
about (10 degs., and frequent damping 
with the syringe is necessary to main¬ 
tain a moist atmosphere. F. W. U. 


SCOTLAND. 

Sowing Cabbage seed _The time is at 

hand when the earliest sowing of seeds to 
provide plants for spring cutting must he 
made, ft is a mistake to sow too early, 
plants from such sowings showing a 
marked tendency to bolt. It is soon 
enough to think of sowing during the last 
ten days of July. My favourite date is 
the 26th of the month, but a day or two on 
either side of that date is immaterial. 
Everyone has his favourite varieties— 
Kllam’s Early, Harbinger, Mein's No. 1, 
and April are all good kinds for the first 
sowing. It makes little difference whether 
the seeds be sown in drills or broadcast. 
The seedlings can perhaps bo kept cleaner 
when sown in drills, but, on the other 
hand, when the seed is broadcasted the 
plants are sturdier, less liable to become 
drawn and spindly, and there is not the 
same necessity for pricking them off into 
nursery beds. One point is insisted upon 
—namely, that the quarter selected for the 
seed-bed must he moderately firm. It is 
inadvisable, therefore, to dig and especi¬ 
ally to manure the seed-bed. Some of the 
finest Cabbages I ever saw were raised in 
the corner of an orchard, of course well 
exposed to the sun. The turves were 
merely turned over, grass side down, 
the seeds sown upon them and raked 
lightly ill. At this season of the year it is 
needful to remember that the beetle which 
in dry weather plays havoc among Turnips 
may attack germinating Cabbage seeds, 
and steps must be taken to keep this pest 
at bay. As soon as the soil gives 
symptoms of cracking under the pressure of 
the expanding seeds let it tie thoroughly 
watered and well dusted with soot. This 
treatment if periodically renewed will 
prove effective. Should sparrows he 
troublesome, it will .suffice if previous to 
sowing, the seeds are damped and well 
coated with red lead. This saves the 
trouble involved in netting the seed-lied. 

Sweet Peas. —As has been previously 
indicated, Sweet Peas during the present 
season have not been grown in such quan¬ 
tity as lias hitherto been the case. Nor 
have they received the very favourable 
situations which are generally allotted to 
them and which they certainly deserve. 
Nevertheless, slightly over two dozen 
varieties are grown, chiefly in good-sized 
groups of eac h kind. Growth lias been 
excellent, and on a somewhat retentive 
soil the drought experienced during the 
past fortnight has not visibly distressed 
the plants. Blooms are long-stemmed and 
of good substance, and during the week, 
after sundown, an application of sulphate 
of ammonia has been well watered in round 
the roots. This chemical, I think, tends 
to give a greater brightness to the colour 
in the ease of Sweet Peas. The blooms 
ought to be cut when the earliest bud of 
the, stem is just on the point of expanding. 
Taken at this stage, they open very pure, 
and last longer than if cut when tiicy are 


fully expanded. For mixing with them, 
Aspcrula hcxupliylla supplies a substitute 
until Gypsophila is in flower. Lately it 
was recorded in Gaudisnino that A. liexa- 
phylla has an objectionable odour. I have 
never heard any complaints regarding this, 
which has been freely used for years in 
conjunction with Sweet Peas. Probably 
the perfume of the Peas neutralises it. 

Stove. — At this time, when rain 
water may possibly he scarce, care ought 
to be exercised ill syringing. Hard water 
may certainly be softened by exposing it 
to the air for a time before using ; but when 
lime is known to be present it is better 
temporarily to suspend syringing. Where 
this lias to be done the needful moisture 
must l»e supplied by freely damping the 
paths in t lie morning, at mid-day, and 
again in the afternoon. Climbers may be 
allowed a little liberty. Some of the 
older roof plants arc again making their 
appearance. The other day I was asked 
to name a plant in a small pot which had 
been received in a neighbouring garden. 
It was recognised as an old favourite, 
Pergularia odoratissima, which grows 
rapidly and is alike useful in pots or 
planted out. In the latter case it must 
not have too much root space. Its blooms 
are of a greenish-yellow shade, not, per¬ 
haps, particularly showy, but very fragrant 
—more especially at night. Gloxinias now 
make an excellent show. Good, erect- 
flowering seedlings ought to be labelled 
with a view to propagation by moans of 
leaves at a later date. Lorraine Begonias 
may be potted on a.s occasion requires, and 
the same remark applies to Gesneras. 
Pancratinms will shortly he showing the 
flower-spike, and may be assisted with 
weak stimulants. The Torenias — T. 
asiatica in particular—make good basket 
plants. 

Hydrangea paniculata grar.diflora.— 

After blooming under glass, plants of this 
useful subject may be planted out or 
plunged in an ash-bed in the pots which 
they occupy. To keep the plants symme¬ 
trical hard pruning is necessary, and they 
ought never to he subjected to ally groat 
heat, but brought along gently. Cuttings 
strike readily in a cool pit even when .show¬ 
ing the bud. 

Valotta purpurea. —The Scarborough 
Lily, by reason of its vivid blooms, is a 
general favourite. Plants now developing 
the spikes are given a little chemical 
manure in solution. As is well known, X. 
mrpurea succeeds best when allowed to 
iccome quite pot-bound, and a 9-incli pot 
full of bulbs makes a fine specimen. 
Among greenhouse plants which are at the 
present time effective may bo mentioned 
tlie 

Statices. —Young pieces rooted in spring 
and grown along quietly have now been 
transferred to 7-inch pots. In these the 
display, hitherto given by older plants in 
9-inch puts, will bo carried on till well into 
autumn. Static os are not now so fre¬ 
quently mot with in collections of green¬ 
house plants, but they are very useful, and 
were at one time much thought of for ex¬ 
hibition. Two of the best varieties are S. 
Holfordi and S. profusa. 

Vegetable garden. —The crops of Pota¬ 
toes are, so far, promising. Celery, re¬ 
cently planted, lias required almost daily 
watering during the present dry spell, and 
it is evident that late sowings of Turnips 
will have to he renewed. The last of the 
Climbing French Beans was staked dur¬ 
ing the week, and a sowing of Canadian 
Wonder was put in. This is rather a 
speculative sowing, but, as the exposure 
is good, a useful late crop may possibly be 
obtained. More Chervil was sown, and 
Potato Onions were lifted. These are a 
good and satisfactory crop. Shallots are 
ripening well after being harvested, and 
a planting of selected doves will be made 
from these when rain falls. 

Origiral from mcGcfbjo. 

Ilalmac Gardens, Kirkcudbright, 
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LAW AND CUSTOM. 

SWARMING BEES. 

Who May Claim Them? 

A mv days ago a man asked me whether 
he was entitled to keep possession of two 
swarms of bees which had settled in his 
garden and which he had successfully 
hived. It appeared that there was a 
claimant for one of the swarms, and so it 
was necessary to go into the law m>on the 
subject a little carefully in order to deter¬ 
mine what the position was. 

What I may call our Bee Law is really 
founded on the ancient Roman legal 
system, which had a special code in regard 
t" modes of acquiring ownership. In the 
eyes of the Romans, says I*r. Hunter, the 
well-known authority on Roman law, all 
untamed living creatures, whether their 
habitat be tile air, the land, or the sea, 
were "res milllus” and became the pro¬ 
perty of tbe person by whom they were 
captured. (“Res nullius” simply means 
“ the prolierty of no man.’’) Rome, he 
says, bad no game laws. A man might be 
forbidden to go upon another's land to 
hunt or snare birds, but-if he went and 
actually caught any bird or beast they be¬ 
taine his property. A bil l or beast that 
was wounded belonged to him that actually 
took it, mid not to him that struck the 
blow. If a wild creature, after being 
caught, escaped either out of sight or prac¬ 
tically out of reach, it was again con¬ 
sidered res nullius, and open to the first 
captor. Domesticated and tamed animals 
were not considered res nullius, and any 
appropriation of them without the will of 
their owner was theft. Pigeons and pea¬ 
cocks and birds might go beyond (lie reach 
of their owner, but yet return. (So long 
as they did not lore the habit of returning 
they were considered as domesticated 
animals. When bees hived, the young 
swarm belonged to the owner of the bees 
so long as he kept them in view and could 
follow them up, otherwise they became the 
property of the first person that hived 
them. 

Now, that statement of the Roman law 
practically coincides with wlmt obtains in 
England to-day. If a man finds anything 
in a state of Nature it undoubtedly be- 
coraes his property forthwith. Thus, if a 
mail goes digging for diamonds in a place 
where he is entitled to dig he is the owner 
<>c any diamonds lie may find, but with 
bees the case is somewhat different, be¬ 
cause it is practically impossible to say 
whether a swarm of bees ever did belong 
to any previous owner or whether they are 
in a slate of Nature. The law, therefore, 
is that a man may take possession of a 
swarm that settles in his garden, hut if 
another man can prove that they were 
originally his bees lie is entitled to have 
them back from their captor. This gave 
rife to the popular idea that a young 
swarm cannot be claimed unless it has 
been followed up by its owner and kept in 
view from the time it took wing to the 
time it settled on the premises of the lier- 
san who captured it. That, I say, is the 
popular idea; but it is not quite correct. 
There is this material difference between 
our legal system and the Roman legal 
system as touching the ownership of a 
swarm of bees that, whereas, as Dr. 
Hunter said, the Romans required the 
original owner to keep the errant swarm 
in view and follow it up, we only require 
proper proof of ownership, and there are 
various ways of proving the identity of a 
particular swarm, as, for example, some¬ 
thing connected with the breed which 
would enable them to be identified, or the 
fact that no other swarms were missing in 
the neighbourhood, or various other items 
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of evidence. It is, therefore, important 
that a man who takes possession of a 
swarm of bees should bear iu mind that 
he may be liable to an actiou of detinue in 
the County Court in respect to them, and 
lie should not do what often is done—more 
or less bluntly refuse to go into the ques 
tiou with any claimant who may put in an 
appearance. On the other hand, a man 
who is going to claim that he is the owner 
of a swarm of bees which has been hived 
by one of his neighbours must remember 
Mint while he is quite entitled to enter such 
a claim and pursue it in the County Court 
the burden of proof of ownership will rest 
upon iiis own shoulders. Lex. 

BEES. 

RIPE AND UNIUPE HONEY. 

(Reply to “ A Novice.’ - ) 

Ripe honey is that which is in perfect 
condition for use and for keeping. It is 
honey in the condition in which the bee 
stores it away for use in the hive. Clearly, 
this is when it is sealed or capped over. 
The bees will not cap any cell over until 
the honey in it is quite fit, or “ ripe,” as 
the bee-keepers term it. Before it becomes 
so a certain amount of water has to be 
evaporated from it. This is effected by 
raising the temperature of the hive, and 
therefore of each filled cell, through the 
process of “ fanning.” I suppose this 
temperature may be, said to range from 
about SO degrees Eahr. to 05 degs. Fnbr., 
which draws the superfluous moisture from 
tile honey, driving it out through the hive 
entrance. The honey is thereby thickened. 
Unrijie honey is that which is not capped. 
It is tliin through an over-abundance of 
water. The bee inis not finished with it. 
It is not in condition for man or hoc, and 
will not keep. 

From what has been said it follows that 
the bee-master must make sure of the 
ripeness of his honey before storing it, or 
fermentation will ensue. Also, nnriiie 
honey should be ripened, lest through be¬ 
ing mixed with ripe, after extracting (and 
there are often a few uncnp)ied cells in 
combs), it s|ioil tlic whole. The third de¬ 
duction is that the bees' method of doing 
this is dearly the best, namely, evaporlsa- 
tion by bent. All this sounds very terrify¬ 
ing to tlic novice, and most books do not 
afford much in the way of simple help. 
Bet me try to set “A Novice’s” fears at 
rest. 

Firstly, try to leave your frames with 
tile hoes until all cells are sealed over. 
Thus your honey will be good and safe. 
Next, if you have several frames with 
much unsealed honey, empty the extractor, 
put them in, without uncapping, and gently 
turn the handle. Being thin tlic unripe 
honey will come out easily, leaving the 
sealed cells unhurt. Run it off and dean 
tlie extractor. Give such honey back to 
your bees sometime, or eat it at once, or 
treat it as suggested below. Thirdly, ex¬ 
tract all together, sealed and unsealed, 
and ripen off. The ideal method is to set 
the mixed extracted honey In vessels with 
wide mouths in a temperature of SO degs. 
Fahr. The advertised riponers are good, 
which enable the thick honey to be drawn 
off from below, instead of, as with [inns, 
etc., skimming off the tliiu honey at the 
top. This is the ideal, unattainable by 
most, except at considerable trouble and 
expense and space. For ordinary people 
the following method is adequate ;—If the 
honey contain comparatively little from 
unseated eells run it off from the extrac¬ 
tor, as advised in this column in July 7th 
Issue, into the ordinary honey jars, or 
others with wide mouths. Bet them stand 
open, with a cover thrown over all to keep 


out dust and flics, for a few days in a 
warm place, such as a kitchen. A white 
froth will appear with a little thin water 
and honey beneath, easily detected. Skim 
these off together, at more than one opera¬ 
tion if necessary. It is all clean and good, 
tlic scum being composed of only minute 
air bubbles and very small particles of 
pollen and wax. Fill all jars up again 
from a ripe jar, put covers on, and store in 
a dry place. I am to-day using honey 
ripened in this manner a year ago. It 
granulated solid right through and evenly, 
and I am certain it is as good as if treated 
in the way most books tell us. As a rule, 
we do not have much unripe honey 
separated from the other, Imt supposing 
we have, it is always possible to ri|ieii it 
by setting the jars in a saucepan of lint 
water. As the honey reaches a temiiera- 
ture of (say) 80 (legs. Falir. moisture will 
lie thrown off and the honey will become 
less in bulk, but greater in density or 
thickness. It will, in fact, become ripe. 
One’s own judgment must decide when the 
honey is thick enough. 

The best receptacles for lioney are bottles 
with screw caps, with a thin cork wad in¬ 
side. See that this cork wad is clean, and 
soak it in water for a few hours before 
using. Such bottles are not by any means 
necessary, though they are most con¬ 
venient. My own practice is to use any¬ 
thing not with a narrow mouth which can 
be made air and damp proof as with jams. 
My honey has always kept well, and 1 have 
always had far more honey than 1 have 
had bottles of the correct type into which 
to put it. 1!. R. H. 

BOOKS. 

“ONE HUNDRED POINTS IN FOOD 
ECONOMY.”* 

Tu eke is a great rush of publications and 
books on tlic food question, but wc fear 
they are often produced without much 
consideration or experience of the subject. 
Our part is to confine ourselves to tlie 
references to vegetables in this work. 
Under Jerusalem Artichokes we read that 
they are not nourishing. This is quite 
wrong. They are nourishing, and of fine 
flavour when properly cooked. A dozen or 
so reci)»-s that had passed through tlie 
hands of a good cook would have been a 
great improvement to the work. In 
another passage Rice i« declared to lie an 
essentially summer food, whereas it is an 
excellent food all the year round. It is a 
poor book and not worth half its price. 

THE HERB GARDEN. 

Mrs. .1. D. Eli.is, M.A., has published, 
through the National Herb Growing As¬ 
sociation, of Queen Anue's Chambers, 
Westminster, a little work entitled “ Herbs 
Used in Medicine.” It has sixteen coloured 
plates by Miss Barlow. It is a useful, 
practical work for those interested in the 
subject. Personally, we are inclined to 
think there is a tendency on the part of 
those engaged in herb growing to 
exaggerate the importance of tlie work. 
There is room, doubtless, in ordinary times 
for a limited production of herbs for 
medicinal purposes, but with many doctors 
tolling us to use less drugs there certainly 
seems less reason for making a serious 
business of medicinal herb-growing. A 
word of warning is. perhaps, necessary as 
to the value of preparations made from 
herbs. In country districts wo liml a 
general impression that all decoctions from 
herbs are beneficial. Some doubtless are, 
but, on the other hand, some are really 
dangerous. All herbal remedies should be 
used with care. 

* II? J. Grant Ramsay. Principal of the Institute of 
Hygiene, with Preface by. Prof. Halliburton. Messrs. G- 
Bell and Sons, is. 
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ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

July 31st, 1917. 

Hardy plants were the dominating fea¬ 
ture of the fortnightly meeting held on the 
above date, herbaceous Phloxes, Gladioli, 
and Hollyhocks being responsible for the 
greater displays. Flowering trees and 
shrubs were also interesting. Fruit was 
represented by a small collection of Apples, 
Orchids being but sparsely shown. The 
show of Hrltish-grown bulbs added to the 
iuterest of the meeting, while showing the 
possibilities of high-class bulb cultivation 
in our own country. 

HARDY PLANTS. 

Of these Mr. .T. C. Allgrove staged more 
than one important novelty, while 
arranging the finest group of Thalictrum 
dipterocarpum we have yet seen. This 
graceful and elegant sjiecies was also given 
a first class certificate, having received an 
Award of Merit some years ago. The con¬ 
trast of violet-purple sepals and creamy 
anthers is very beautiful, its stature 5 feet 
to G feet with abundant flowering creating 
a pretty picture. Anemone vitifolla 
tomentosa, a vigorous-growing form with 
clusters of rosy flowers on yard-high stems, 
was most effective, while Gentlana l’ur- 
domi, a new Chinese species of procum¬ 
bent habit and intense blue flowers, was 
also excellent. Each of these gained an 
Award of Merit. Well-grown examples of 
Astilbe simplicifolia, with creamy plumes 
barely a foot high, the rarely seen 
Anemonopsls macrophylla with drooping 
pink flowers, and the rich blue Campanula 
haylodgensis fl.-pl., a charming trailing 
rock plant for August, were other interest¬ 
ing and beautiful plants from the same 
source. In that from Mr. G. Reutlie, 
Micromeria croatica was of interest. 
Thyme-like in habit, erect, with crowded 
spikes of pink flowers, it would be useful 
in the rock garden. Campanula Warley. 
a less vigorous-growing C. haylodgensis 
fl.-pl. with flowers of like colour, C. Stans- 
fieldi, Miimilus primulinus with golden 
flowers, and Polygonum amplexicaule 
atropurpureum were some of the good 
tilings. Hardy plants were shown by Mr. 
II. Close, Orpington. 

HOLLYHOCKS. 

These were splendidly shown by Messrs. 
.Tames Vert and Sons, Saffron Walden, 
successors to Messrs. Webb and Brand, the 
perfect health and freedom from disease 
appealing to us as much as the beauty and 
variety of the strain. Towering, well- 
furnished spikes formed a good back¬ 
ground to a front row of boxes with blooms 
in different shades of colour. Some dis¬ 
tinct sorts were Crimson Queen, Primrose 
Queen, Walden (yellow), Apple Blossom, 
Alba superba, Ovid (cerise), Princess (deep 
rose). Black Knight, and Salmon Queen. 
Nothing so fine as these lias been shown 
during recent years. 

GLADIOLI. 

A full table of these played a prominent 
part in a not too large an exhibition, the 
group being composed of a series of the 
hybrids of G. primulinus and large- 
flowered sorts. Those of the first-named 
set are becoming rather numerous, some 
of tile best I icing Golden Girl, Early Morn 
(apricot and carmine), Sylph (orange- 
yellow). and Josephine Kelway (cream- 
yellow. shaded rose). The best of the 
large-flowered Gandavensis sorts were 
Mrs. Cecil Barry (yellow and rod), Lloyd 
George (light scarlet), King of Gladioli 
(salmon-scarlet, yellow spotted), and 
James William Kelway (crimson-scarlet). 
Painted Lady (white, crimson blotched) 
and Sunspot (pale salmon with big blotches 



of the G. Nancelanus influence. All were 
shown by Messrs. James Kelway and Son. 

HERBACEOUS PHLOXES. 

These, considering the heavy rain im¬ 
mediately preceding the show, were very 
good, a full table of them, mostly of im¬ 
posing stands of one colour, being set up. 
Some of the best were the new soft salmon 
Mrs. A. W. Alder, the indispensable Eliza¬ 
beth Campbell (certainly one of the best 
pinks), Widar (rich violet, white centre), 
Rev. Gilbert Rnyner (intense salmon- 
scarlet), Doreen (beautiful salmon), 
Antoine Mercie (soft mauve with creamy 
eye), F. A. Buchner (white), and Eurojte 
(snow-white with carmine eye). The ex¬ 
hibitor was Mr. II. J. Jones, Lewisham. 

GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 

To this department Messrs. II. B. May 
and Sous contributed some choice Ferns, 
particularly of the newer forms of Nophro- 
lepis, as N. Millsi and N. gracillima. 
Davallia nobilis was very good, also 
Selaginella oa’sia arborea and S. Emilinna 
aurea. The richly glaucous Folypodium 
Mayi and P. glaucum crispum were the 
more striking and ornamental of those 
shown. Hardy crested Scolopendrims and 
the choicer Polystichums were also freely 
shown. Mr. H. J. Elwes showed Bomareas, 
Crimuns, Alstromerias, Campanula Vidali, 
Hedychium Gardnerianum. and others. 
In a fine group of Carnations Messrs. 
Allwood Brothers had the new salmon- 
coloured Princess Victoria in capital 
form, also Circe (heliotrope fancy, very 
distinct) with Champion (rich scarlet), 
Salmon Enchantress, and Bisliton Wonder, 
which is now of a much lighter shade of 
colour than a few weeks ago. 

SHRUBS. 

In a rather extensive group Mr. L. It. 
Russell showed a number having varie¬ 
gated leafage that certainly does not im¬ 
press one with their vigour. Much more 
pleasing were such as Ilex latlfolia and 
the graceful Salix rosmarlnifolia, which, 
in its silvery effects, is one of the most 
beautiful. Acer platanoides Drummondi, 
Cornus sanguinea in fruit, and the 
Menziesias in flower were also noted. 
Messrs. J. Cheat and Sons also contributed 
not a few interesting tilings, notably 
Spira'a sorbifolia Stelliiiedo (white and 
graceful, and continuous-flowering), S. 
Anthony Waterer, Tamarix of sorts, 
Robinia Kelseyi in seed, Eheagmis ruulti- 
florus (scarlet with Aucuha-like berries), 
and Hypericum patulum Henryi, whose 
cupped flowers of refined golden line are 
very beautiful. Cal yea lit bus oeeidentnlis 
and a variety of Ceanothus were also 
shown. 

ORCHIDS. 

Two exhibitors staged small collections, 
Messrs. Armstrong and Brown securing an 
Award of Merit for Cnttleya liusita 
(Orchidhurst variety), which has rosy- 
salmon petals and sepals, and broad crim¬ 
son lip with yellow base. Cnttleya illus- 
tris (Orchidhurst variety) is of rich golden 
hue marked by crimson at the tips of the 
fringed Jip. Cattleya Saturn alba and a 
series of Odontoglossums were noted. In 
Messrs. Charlesworth's collection Miitonias 
were prominent, M. Hyeana, M. vexillaria 
superba, and M. v. Cordelia being noted. 
The pure white Odontoglossum exceliens 
xanthotes and Laelio-Cattleyn Appam 
(yellow sepials and crimson lip) were 
others of note. 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLES. 

The only vegetable exhibit was a dish of 
Dobbic’s Broad Windsor Bean, which re¬ 
cently gained an Award of Merit at Wisley. 
Mr. II. Close contributed branches of Tlie 
Czar Plum heavily laden with fruits. 


From Messrs. S. Spooner and Sons came a 
small collection of Apples: early sorts as 
Mr. Gladstone, Beauty of Bath (a particu¬ 
larly good sample), Langley Pippin, and 
Early Margaret, later cooking sorts as 
Pott's Seedling, Grenadier, and White 
Transparent being also well shown. 

A complete list of the certificated plants 
and medals awarded will be found in our 
advertisement columns. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Questions.— Queries and answers are in¬ 
serted in Gardening free of charge if corre¬ 
spondents follow these rules: All communications 
should be clearly written on one side of the paper 
only, and addressed to the Editor o/Gakdenino, 
63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, IK. C. 2. 
Letters on business sliotdd be sent to the Pub* 
eisjier. The name and address of the sender 
arc required in addition to any designation he 
may desire to be used in the paper. When 
more than one query is sent each should be on a 
separate piece of qxiper, the name and address 
being added to each. As Gardening has to be 
sent to press some days in advance of date, 
queries cannot always be replied to in the issue 
immediately following their receipt. We do not 
reply to queries by post. 

Naming plants. — All who wish their 
plants to be rightly named should send fair 
examples of each—the stem, leaf, flower, or fruit. 
(Snippets of leaves and qiovits of shoots arc use¬ 
less.) Not more than four plants slioidd be sent 
in any one weelc by the same correspondent. 
Where more than one kind is sent they should be 
numbered. Of conifers the fruit should always 
be sent. 

Naming fruit.— Several specimens in dif¬ 
ferent stages of colour and size of the same kind 
greatly assist in its determination. lie hare 
received from several correspondents single speci¬ 
mens of fruits )or naming, these in many cases 
being unripe and otherwise poor. We can under¬ 
take to name only four varieties at a time. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Mignonette failing (H. V. IK.). —The 
Mignonette would appear to 1)3 suffering 
from something deficient in the soil. A 
little winter dressing of lime will, we think, 
prove beneficial, at the same time avoiding 
manure. If your soil is heavy you might 
incorporate freely old mortar rubble with 
good results. You can do nothing now for 
tlie disease-stricken plants. 

Cutting down Malmaison Carnation 
(.7. J/.).—Malmaison Carnation, after it 
lias passed out of flower, is usually layered 
to provide plants for blooming the succeed¬ 
ing season. When this kind of Carnation 
is made a speciality of it is customary to 
pick out tlie best of the yearling plants 
after they cease flowering and give them a 
shift into 9-inch and 10-inch pots, and 
grow them on into largo specimens for 
blooming the next year. .Some growers 
save tlie best of these, grow them on again 
the third year, and then throw them away. 
Even then, young stock is always raised 
annually from layers. Malmaisons are not 
cut hack in the manner suggested. 

Lilies and Hyacinthus candicans 
(T. M. T). II .).—Lilies arid Hyacinthus 
candicans may he planted in autumn, 
generally to the advantage of both. So 
far as the Lilies go, there may be a diffi¬ 
culty in obtaining supplies of certain kinds, 
those coming annually from Japan and 
those others for which in the past we have 
been relying upon Holland for the chief 
supplies. Importations from both are now, 
we believe, forbidden. This notwithstand¬ 
ing, you should have no difficulty in ob¬ 
taining certain kinds from some of our 
homo growers. You may plant in October 
or November any that arc available. 
Some useful sorts would he candidum, 
croceum, pyrenaicum, ehalcedonicum, 
testaceum, Hansoni, Martagon, Gravi, 
colchicum, davuricum, Henryi, poinponium. 
pardalimun, and tigrininm in variety. If 
some of the newer ones are required, 
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regale and Willmottse are two choice 
ones, while inquiry should also be made re¬ 
specting home-grown bulbs of any of the 
varieties of L. speciosum. 

FRUIT. 

Warts on Vine leaves (1C .).—The warts 
with which the Vine leaves are affected are 
only small green excrescences that form on 
the backs of the foliage, a sort of extra¬ 
vasation of the sap through the leaf. 
They hurt the leaves, no doubt, as affect¬ 
ing respiration, and are the result of some 
ill-health in the Vine. The trouble is 
cften caused by a too close, warm atmo¬ 
sphere, saturated with moisture, and 
Vines badly affected take a long time to 
recover. 

Scalded Grapes (.S'. C. Parker ).—The 
berries you send are scalded. This arises 
nearly always from insufficient ventilation 
at the top of the vinery early in the morn¬ 
ing. The moisture rises during the night, 
when (he temperature is low, and adheres 
to the berries, and if air is not admitted 
soon enough in the morning before the 
sun’s rays strike powerfully on the glass, 
scalding is almost sure to take place. It 
is a good plan to leave some air on all 
night at the top of the house, and to warm 
the pipes a little to keep the internal air 
of the vinery rather dry and in motion din ¬ 
ing the night. If this is done scalding 
rarely happens. Some varieties of Grapes 
are more liable to scalding than others, 
the worst in this respect being Lady 
Downe’s, Muscat cf Alexandria, and 
Madresfield Court. 

VEGETABLES. 

Destroying Ants (If. ./. C .).— If you can 
find ths nest, opening it and pouring in 
boiling water will soon clear the ants. If 
the nest be in a position where it cannot 
be reached the ants can be trapped whole¬ 
sale by taking a garden-pot, stopping up 
the hole at the bottom, and turning it up¬ 
side dowai near the centre of the nest ; 
then water the ground round the nest, well 
and frequently. The ants w ill soon begin 
to remove their nest to the shelter of the 
pot, which, in the course of a week or two, 
will be found full of ants and their nest. 
The pot and its contents can then be 
thrown into boiling water. If the nest 
is in such a position that this plan cannot 
be adopted, you must persevere in trap¬ 
ping the ants with pieces of sponge soaked 
in treacle or treacle spread on pieces of 
tile, slate, etc. Saucers of sugar-and- 
water, etc-., chloride of lime, paraffin, or 
diluted carbolic acid, thrown about their 
haunts, may drive them away. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

Mrs. Share .—At any time during the 
autumn, selecting the wood which is firm 
and well ripened, that which has borne 

flowers being the best.- A. M. If.—The 

only reason we can assign for the non- 
swelling of the fruit is the fact that you 
have over-cropped the tree. The fruits 
ought to have heeti thinned, leaving one 
fruit to every square foot in the case of 
Pear lies and Nectarines somew hat thicker. 
A great deal, however, depends on the con¬ 
dition of the trees and the amount of 
nourishment given. Had you done this, 
we think you would now have no cause for 

anxiety.- J. M. lleudnell .—It would he 

advisable to sow r the seeds at once, and 
thus prevent them from being dried up. 
It is difficult to say when the bulbs will 
bloom, a great deal depending on tho posi¬ 
tion and soil. 

Names of plants. — 1C. 11. Smith. —1, The 
Bugbane (Cimicifuga raceniosa) ; 2, Two 
specimens are sent, quite distinct. Which 
do you refer to as No. 2? Please send 

No. 2 again.- 1 - 1C. 1'. 1C. T. —1, We do not 

undertake to name Roses; 2, Veronica, 
spicata variety probably; 3, Campanula 
Ranunculus ; 4, Iris sp.; 5, Lychnis, fulgens 
or ilaageana variety; (S and 7, Specimens 
too poor. Why not, with tropical heat 
prevailing, have wrapped tho specimens in 
damp Moss, so that they might reach us in 
afresh condition? 

tizeci t 



Select your Ro ses fro m my Coloured Charts 
illustrating 50 varieties direct from 
photographs. 



DON’T MISS THIS 


Special Offer of Plants for Filling Up. 


40 Brussels Sprouts . .. 3d 

40 Cabbage.3d 

40 lied Cabbaue .. .. 3d 

40 Kale, curled .. 3d 

40 Cole wort.3d 

40 Kohl Rabbi .. 3d 

40 Red Beet plants .. 3d 
40 Sugar Beet .. 3d 


I 40 Early Broccoli .. .. 3d 

j 40 Second early ditto .. 3d 
40 Rate Broccoli .. ..3d 

I 40 Late Queen ditto .. 3d 
| 40 Sprouting Broccoli .. 3d 
I 40 Savoy Cabbage .. .. 3d 

I 50 Cabbage Lettuce .. 3d 

| 50 Cos Lei tuco .. .. 3d 


All first-class plants. All orders over 16 poBt free. 


S. G. LEIGH, Broughton, HANTS. 


25 Years’ Record 

» Chatham, 

J}fh Autjmt, 1.91 f. 

Dear Sir a. 

Will you kindly wild me 
a No. 2 (Jrrenhouxe Boiler to 
replace one of your* which ha* 
been in use for the past 25 

years. 

Yours faithfully, 

W. A. H. 

Illustrated Prloe List Free. 


Thos.W. ROBINSON, ltd. 

Dennis Iron Works, 

STOURB RIDGE. 

PRIMULAS! PRIMULAS! PRIMULAS! 

45th year of Distribution. Our well-known magnificent strain. 

Cinerarias. Obconicas, Calceolarias, etc. 

2s. p°r doz.; 12a. 6d. per 100, carriage paid. 

JOHN STEVENS & SON. Nurseries, Coventry. 

Please mention “ Gardening Illustrated." 


SANKEYS (J 5 'POTS 

BEST and Cheapest-. 

State quantity of each size required and have ‘ carriage paid 
quotation'!"carriage" frequently amount* to half value nl 
goods), or write lor Price List, Irec. 

SPECIAL POTS of all descriptions, Uulb Howl, and Fern , 
Pans from 2d. each. 

RICHARD SANXEV A SON, LTP, 

L Bill we II PoHeries, NOTTINGHAM. ■ 



FIREPROOF PORTABLE BUILDINGS. 

Tenant's Fixtures. 

J Indestructible, Ever- 
;> lasting, Waterproof. 

\. Dwellings, Bungalows, 
, Cottages, Schools, Offices, 
j’i- Workshops, Stores, Pav- 
!v' ilions, Huts, Shelters, 
• " I JV' Stables, Oarages, Ilospi- 
tals, Factories, Hangers, 
etc,, etc. Estimates, plans and specification for every 
description of Building, free. 

FIREPROOF BUILDING CO., Ltd., 
741, Old Kent Road, LONDON, S.E. 15. 



LIST OF AWARDS AT THE R.H.S. 
MEETING ON JULY 31, 1917. 

ORCHID COMMITTEE]. 

Awards of Merit. 

CHltlpy. Rosita, Onchidtmrstvar, from Messrs. Armstrong 
and Brown, Tunbridge Wells; Cnttleya Princess Royal, from 
Messrs. Charles worth and Co., Haywards Iloath. 

Medals. 

Silver Flora.—M essrs. Charlesvrorth and Co.; Messrs. 
Armstrong and Brown. 

fl:oral committee. 

First-class Certificate. 

Thallctrura clipterocarpmn, from Mr. J. C. Allgrove 
Langley, .Slough. 

Awards of Merit. 

Gladiolus Sunspot, from Messrs. Kelwny & Son, Langport 
Anemone vitifolta toraenlosa, from Mr. J. C. Allgrove. 

Medals. 

Silver Gilt Bank.sian.—M essrs. Kelwny and Son, for 
Gladioli. 

Silver Bankstan.— Messrs. Allwood Bros., Haywards 
Heath, for Carnations ; Messrs. IJ..B. May and Sons, Edmon¬ 
ton, for Ferns; Mr. G. Eeuthe, Keston, for hardy plants; 
Mr. L. II. Russell, Richmond, mr tree nml shrub foliage; 
Messrs. Vert, and Sons. Saffron Walden, for Hollyhocks. 

Bronze Flora —Mr. J. O. Allgrove, for Thalictrum 
dipierocArpum. 

Bronze Ban ksian.—M essrs. Piper, Langley, for hardy 
plants. 

T"RT7ir COMMITTEE. 

Cultural C jmmendatlon. 

Mrs. Anderson, Wellington, New Zealand, for Apple 
Sturnier Pippin. 

Medal. 

Silver Banksian.—M essrs. Spooner, Hounslow, for 
early Apples. 


FLOWER SHOW FIXTURES. 

1917 . 

AUGUST. 

August 14.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

,, 22.—Wathbrow and District Horticultural Society. 

,, 23.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

SEPTEMBER. 

September 11.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Dahlia 8how. 
„ 24 —National Chrysanthemum Society’s execu¬ 

tive Committee; National Chrysanthe¬ 
mum Society's Floral Committee. 


We shall be glad if Secretaries of Horticul¬ 
tural Societies will kindly send the dates of 
their various shows to Editor , Gardening Illus¬ 
trated, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W. C.2. 


To Lovers of the Clematis. 

“THE VIRGIN’S BOWER.” 

% 

Clematis: Climbing Kinds and their Culture at Gravetye Manor. 
By W. Robinson, Author of “Ths English Flower Garden," etc. 


EXTRACT FROM THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

" I have had so much pleasure from the cultivation of these lovely plants that I venture to 
print a little book on the subject, as one sees even large gardens desolate so far as they are 
concerned. 

" In treating of them I go a little away from what is usual in such a matter by avoiding 
the technicalities with which so many garden books are burdened. This is a garden book, and, 
therefore, the use of confusing terms, as serving no good end, is left out." 


Of all Booksellers, or from the Manager of “ Gardening Illustrated,” 

63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

Price 3/6 net. Cloth bound,gilt lettering, on hand-made paper. Three full-page 

illustrations. 


Original from 

London: JOHN MURRAY, Albemarle Street, W. 

UNIVERSITY Or ILLINOIS AT 
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THE CHEAPEST IN ENGLAND. I LETHORION 


I-lIHi 

31 ooo in use 

LISTS ON APPLICATION 





Copyright Registered. 


PORTABLE 

BUILDINGS. 

Made in complete sec¬ 
tion best quality 
Red Deal (not in¬ 
ferior Foreign Match 
Hoards as other 
makers), planed and V- 
iointed on strong fram¬ 
ing. Hoof oovorod with 
compressed Asphalts 
over tongned boards. 
Door fitted with st rong 
hinges, lock and key, 
bolts, etc. 


IMPROVED METAL 




TT\c pioneer of cheap, simple and effective 
heating /or small qrccnhouses. Complete 
Apparatus /rom & 4 4 o The immense sale 
oi this boiler, and Its numerous imitations 
ar^^bc^estteMiinonY^fits^indoubtcj^uc^cjs 

HESSENC ERaC OlTD 

■Imi. I'" ULTURAlI h JlLDEpi "h LATINO FNC.INEtAsl' - - 

iLOUCHBOftOUCH • LEICESTERSHIRE 

1 1°ndon Off.c* , 122 VICTOO.IA S T S W| 


CASH WITH ORDER. Strong 
Sizes. Floor. 

6 ft. long, 4 ft. wide, 7 ft. high .. £4 7 6 11'- 

7 ft. long, 5 ft. wide, 7 ft. 4 in. high 5 16 17/- 

8 ft. long, 6 ft. wide, 7 ft. 8 in. high 6 14 6 22 6 

9 ft. long, 7 ft. wide, 8 ft. high 7 16 6 29 - 

JO ft. long, 8 ft. wide, 8 ft. 4 in. high 8 19 0 38 6 

12 ft. long, 8 ft. wide, 8 ft. 4 in high 10 1 6 46- 

Carriage Paid to any Station in England and 1 Vales. 

Catalogue, with Testimonials, post free. 

J. T. HOBSON & CO., 

Largest Makers of Portable Buildings, 

Established 70 Years. BEDFORD I 


INTRODUCED 1885 . 

The marvellous effect of this simple and 
cheap method of Fumigating Greenhouses is 
fully borne out by the enormous increase of 
sales year hy year. 

Only a match required for the proper start¬ 
ling of the cone to secure startling results. 

Cone No. 1 . for Frames and " Lean-to’s " up to 1.000 cubio 
feet. Price 6d. each. 

Cone No. 2, for small Greenhouses up to 1.500 cubic feet. 
Price 8d. each. 

Cono No. 3, for general use in large Greenhouses, 2.000 to 
2.500 cubic feet. Price 1 - oach. 

Full Directions accompany each Cone. 

To be had from all Dealers in Horticultural Sundries 
throughout the Kingdom. 

OO RR*r «Sc CO.. LTD., 

Bonded Chemical Works, Shad Thames, 
LONDON, S.E. 


CATALOGUE FREE. 


GLASS.. 


LABOUR SAVERS. "eureka" lawn sand. ^ 
Soilfume Nicotine, insecticides Fumers. 

SPRAYS. AND OTHER CHEMICALS & SUNDRIES 
See List Please ask your agent for the Eureka 
K articles - They are always-satisfactory If any 1 
difficulty in obtaining we send direct. CARRIAGE PAID 


THE STOURBRIDCE HEATINC 
APPARATUS 

FOR GREENHOUSES, 
CONSERVATORIES. &c. 
Most economical and efficient. 
This apparatus has attained 
great i>opularity. Made at our 
own foundry and under our 
own supervision. Before order¬ 
ing elfiewhere, send for Revised 
Price List, giving full particu¬ 
lars, free by iiost. 

J. & W. WOOD, 
Birmingham Street Foundry, 
STOURBRIDGE. 

LION CYCLES. 

Cash or monthly payments. 

Signed Guarantee for all time. 

Packed in crale free and carriage paid. 

Since 1905 I have advertised in this paper, and have made 
and sold over 20,000Machines. NO EXTRAS: Bell, Pump, 
and everything included. Carriage paid. YOU CAN 
RIDE AND TEST THE MACHINE FOR 10 DAYS. IF 
YOU DO NOT APPROVE I PAY ALL CARRIAGE. I 
have thousands of testimonials. Write to-day for copies 
and Catalogue, with illustrations and full specification. — 
GEORGE BEATSON, LTD., “LION CYCLE ’ WORKS, 
85, MOSELEY STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 



tS&m horticultural and 

PORTABLE BUILDINGS 

'--nwmw , 0 f every description. 

Conservatories, Forcing Houses, Rustic Houses, Frames, 
Lights, Heating Apparatus, Barrows, Mowers, Workshops, 
Stables, Motor and Cycle Houses, Cottages, Bungalows, 
Studios, Huts, Shelters, etc. Also see List for latest designs 
in Poultry Houses, Brooders, etc. 

W. COOPER, LTD., ’MMT.’.r 

Sale of Surplus Stock. 

We still hold certain small stocks of 

CARDEN 8EAT8, CARDEN ENCINES & PUMPS, 
also CARDEN ROLLERS, WATER CARTS, 
CARDEN ARCHES, and HAND LICHTS, 

which we shall be pleased to clear at special prices, subject 
to being unsold. Particulars on application. 

BOULTON & PAUL, Ltd., ROSE LANE WORKS, 

NORWICH. 


Spsolal Prices for Cash with Order In HulL 
CLASS, 4/21 02. 

Boies, 100 200 Boies, 100 M 

sq. tr. sn ft. sq. ft. sq l 

8 i Sin. 36 6 45- 12. 14 , 15.16. 18, \ 

9 x 7in. 39 - 47 6 20,22,24 « 12i„. }*•■- t8 

10 x 8in.32 6 59- 16 J. 7 ' 18 ' 20 O 

12.13,14,15i8,n. 35- 61- 16 18 V 2S .,42- 70 

11,12,13,14x91.1. 366 62.3 Visin' ' I 

12,13, 14 x 10 in. 37 6 64 - 20,22,24 ii5in.t 

13 x 11m. 38 6 65 6 18, 20, 22. 24 x 44 . 73 

16 , 18 . 20 x 1011 , 1 .. .. lGin. : j 

16,13.30 x lliu. J 68 ' 20,22,24 Xl8iil 49'. 77 

P EF5Xf Beat Bolt, I cwt. U«; iowt..79l ieisl 

4b; i 1 1be., u o. 

DIAMONDS. 7 6 and 10/6 each. 

GLASS CUTTERS. 6-wheel, 1'6 each 
BEST MIXED PAINTS.-7-lb, leverth.s. Whit 
10 3 stone; ordinary colours, 7/- per stone. 

I*. A T. ROSS, LTD 
—BURTON ST.. HULL. Estab. 1813— 


VAPORITE 

Of all seedsmen 

Strawson Chcmicai C* r»0jjeeN Victoria St London 



PREMATIONatGOLDER’SGREEN,N.W., 

and WOKING.—Large chapels, organ. Provision for 
deposit of ums, and for monuments. Less costly than 
burial. Descriptive booklet free on application to —F.ONDON 
CREMATION CO., 324. Regent - street, W. Telegrams, 
" Crematorium, London." Telephone, 1907 Gerrard. 


PROTECT YOUR CARDENS. S; 


small mesh : will not rot; ns supplied by me to the Royal 
Gardens. 100 yds. by 1 yd., 5s ; or by 2 yds., 10a. Carriage 
paid - H. .1. < 1A8SON, Th e Net Works, Rye 

When writing to Advertisers pledse mention 
GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


If you are interested in this week’s 


Advertisement Rates. “GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,’ 


Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements- in 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


Line Advertisements.— Single insertions, 9d. nor 
line, minimum throe lines (about twenty words fill the first 
three lines, and nine words each additional lino). Front 
page, if guaranteed. Is. por line. No reduction for series. 

Terms for Display Advertisements. 10s. par 

inch (reduction for scries). 

Advertisers not having a regular account at the office 
must accompany their orders with remittance. Orders and 
advertisement copy should be addressed — 

MANAGER, 

63, LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS, LONDON, W.C. 2. 

WANTED.—COTTAGE or BUNGALOW, 

furnished or unfurnished, 4 or 5 rooms and kitchen, 
water laid on, small garden, sunny aspect, quite neirr R. C. 
church or chapel, not far from station, within 30 or 40 miles 
W., S W., N.W. of London. Apply— “ M. W. t " 6, St. 
Mart in's House. G r eville-stree t, London, E.C. 1. 

"DOR SALE.—3 large Greenhouses (100ft. by 

18 ft . 40 ft. by 15 ft., 40 ft. by 14 ft.), Horse Mower, 
Roller with shafts, 1.200ft. Heating Pipes, Gratings, Tanks, 
< L Apply - F. ( .'. EI)D Y, K mlslei gh, C amborne. 

The latest day for receiving Advertise¬ 
ments is ERIDAY, 9 ajn. 


please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three months, 2/6 ; six 
months, 5/-; twelve months, 10/-; for Abroad, 12/-. Annual subscribers 
will receive the year’s complete Index to the volume free of charge. 

To Publisher or Newsagent :— 

Please deliver “ Gardening Illustrated ” weekly for' which I 
enclose _ 


Name.. 


Address (in full). 


(Mr., Mrs,, or Miss) 


is ERIDAY, 9 arm. 

Google 


Printed and Published by the Proprietor, W. Robinson, at the Office, 63, Lincoln's lun Fields, Loo Ion, W.O. 2.— 
August 11, 1917. Telephone: Bolboru 73L 
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CALIFORNIAN NOTES. 

Perhaps you would be Interested in a short 
account of the flora of the Great Mojnne 
Desert, where I am now on a six-weeks’ 
camping trip. The region is in the Ante¬ 
lope Valley, in a settlement devoted en¬ 
tirely to the growing of Bartlett Bears, 
which are as fine as can be grown, some 
weighing as much as 21 oz. The desert 
conditions seem to suit ail fruits. The 
flora is, naturally, wonderfully adapted to 
the xerophytic conditions. Many plants 
are of a bulbous or tuberous habit. 
Others have small fasciated, needle-like 
leaves, some are covered with a hoary 
tomentum, while others have tough spike- 
shaped leaves ns the Yucca. Many are 
partly deciduous in summer. Here, C'alo- 
chortus Kennedy! thrives, and its brilliant- 
scarlet eups may be found at the base of 
tbo Sage bush clumps. In company with 
it is a beautiful composite, Aster torti- 
folius, with lilac coloured flowers each 
2] inches across. It is herbaceous in 
habit. Another composite is Eneelia 
farinosa, with bright yellow ray florets and 
an orange disc. These are both delicately 
scented. Another shrub, Cleowe lutea, 
brightens up the sand wastes with its 
handsome spikes of light yellow flowers 
set thickly on the rnehis. The brilliant- 
red flowers of the Scarlet Bugler (I’ent- 
steuion centranthifolius) form many n 
patch of colour, while here and there are 
the golden eups of the Evening Primroses 
(CEnothera sp.). There is also one large 
white CEnotliera, CE. californicn, with 
flowers each 2} inches in diameter, that 
slowly turn xr deep pink with age; it is 
very sweetly scented. There arc many 
bright Gilias, some practically leafless, but 
with pink, white, blue, or purple flowers, 
the whole plant not as large as one of its 
numerous blooms. A pretty, white 
Crucifer and many bright yellow Com- 
Itositao lend their share of colour. The 
annual Lupines, of a clear, intense purple, 
are plentiful. The big, white Poppies 
(Argemone platyceras) are occasionally 
found. They arc exact counterparts of the 
Komneyas, but have very prickly foliage. 
Many species of Astragalus arc ornamental 
with their brightly-coloured bladders and 
flowers. Tlie plant that crowns them all 
is the stately Joshua-tree (Yucca brevi- 
folia). Its gaunt, bare arms, towering 
above the Sage bush, give this desert its 
charm. It is in full fruit now’, the great 
clusters of juicy pods resembling an over¬ 
grown Pineapple, bending the tips of the 
branches down with their weight. The 
incessant wind whistling through the stiff 
leaves is a sound one never forgets. 
There are many other plants very interest¬ 
ing to tl\o lover of Nature. The wonderful 
adaptations to their environment, the 
many ways in which they combat the 
drought, heat, and wind are worthy of 
anyone’s study. 

Cue grows to love the desert, with its 
cold and wind, and heat, and its sand, dust, 
and Cacti, the bright-coloured buttes, 
with their reds and purples, the still, quiet 
sunrises, and the starlit nights. 

J. IIakby Johnson-. 

3,713, S. Hoover-street, 



NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 

Figs in the open in Sussex.— There are 
some very fine Fig-trees at Goodwood, 
Sussex. Their age I do not know, but they 
were large, healthy trees In the open, and 
bearing grandly wheu I saw them ten 
years ago this coming autumn.—C. T. 

Dog Briars in flower garden.— In deal¬ 
ing with the true flower garden the mass 
of suckers of the Dog Rose coining up are 
a serious addition to the less pleasant 
labours of the garden, ns well ns a fatal 
Injury to many of the finer Tea and China 
Roses. In some cases the shoots of the 
Dog Briar rise well over the good Rose it 
has been put to nourish and not kill. And 
there is so much to do now for essential 
things.—W. 

Rambler Roses. —Are not ttie Rambler 
Roses, such as Dorothy Perkins, Hiawatha, 
Thalia, etc., being planted too freely? 
That they are very pretty and very free- 
flowering I would be the last to deny, but 
when one compares the time consumed in 
attending to them with the brief duration 
of the flowers it seems that they are hardly 
worth it. When in full bloom a couple of 
wet days will ruin them, and when time 
cannot be spared to remove the rotting 
heads few things look so miserable as a 
group of Dorothy Perkins.—A Scottish 
Gardener. 

Sweet Williams. —These old favourites 
appear of late years to have lost much of 
their former popularity. Last autumn I 
planted them rather extensively, and they 
have given an ample and beautiful return, 
beginning to bloom in June, and yet. 
August 1st, remaining in good form. I 
have been much struck with the display 
given by a large number of plants in a 
border overhung by Apple-trees, and in 
which little ,else lias hitherto succeeded. 
Here, although the Sweet Williams were 
certainly a little drawn, the show has been 
particularly tine and enduring.—W. McG., 

llalmae. 

The scarlet-berried Elder _One of tlie 

noteworthy shrubs of midsummer is tlie 
scarlet-berried Elder. It is not so gross 
as the common Elder, and lacks the irri¬ 
tating liabit of reproducing itself in all 
likely and unlikely places. It is quite dis¬ 
tinct, alike in foliage, bark, and fruit, 
from the common variety, and does not 
grow by any means so rapidly. At tlie 
present time (August 1st) the trees arc 
covered with their clusters of small, highly- 
coloured scarlet fruits, which rival, in 
effect, those of the Holly at midwinter. 
Birds usually soon destroy these tempting- 
looking berries, but so far they have left 
tlie fruits of this Elder alone.—W. MeG. 

Apricot culture.— Deeply interested in 
tlie culture of tills fruit as 1 am. and try¬ 
ing to save it from tlie gumming so many 
of ns have seen for a lifetime, 1 should he 
grateful to any of your renders for a few 
words as to its condition where it thrives, 
as in Oxfordshire. (1) Are tlie healthy 
trees there ever raised from seed? (2) Are 
they grafted, and on what? (3) Does tlie 
tree ever free itself from tlie stock? 
Dentil of the trees occurs after a few 
years in France, where the tree is culti¬ 
vated for the market—one of tlie causes 
of the wretched quality of the Apricot 
sent from France to our markets. With 


some safe mode of increase we should be 
able to grow this well in tlie warmer parts 
of our isle.—W. 

Oreocome Candollei, or, ns now known, 
Selimim tenuifolium, which seems to me 
more appropriate, is undoubtedly the 
queen of umbellifers for the large border 
in front of shrubs or the semi-wild gar¬ 
den. It requires plenty of room to fully 
develop, and is worth it, the wonderful 
lacy pattern of the foliage and the 
marvellous symmetry of the whole plant 
giving it a dignity and charm quite its 
own. Umbelliferous plants, ns n rule, 
are not striking, and this is no exception, 
nevertheless its blooms have a quiet charm 
of their own. This must be. of compara¬ 
tively recent introduction, there being no 
mention of it in the “ English Flower 
Garden.—W. D., Itcxhill. 

[You will find this plant referred to in 
the tenth edition of the “ English Flower 
Garden” at page 717 .—Ed.] 

Magnolia parviflora.— On page 423 Mr. 
S. Arnott says that few who know this 
shrub will be prepared to dispute the ver¬ 
dict that it “cannot generally be relied 
upon ns hardy.” On the contrary, I think 
that most people who know it will dispute 
that verdict. I have known and grown it 
for nearly twenty-live years, and never yet 
have I seen it affected by cold. Some 
plants at Kew, in a quite exjiosed iwsition 
and after a very trying winter, have made 
luxuriant growth this summer. It also 
went through the frosts of February, 1805, 
without any injury. From my experience 
I should say that no one need be deterred 
from growing this most beautiful Magnolia, 
even though he does not “dwell in 
favoured districts.”—W. J. B. 

Reappearance of plants.— Among other 
curious things this season is the re-appear- 
ance of plants which I have not seen for at 
least ten or twelve years. A border en¬ 
tirely occupied by a very large Cistus 
villosus and old plants of Salvia Graham! 
was dug up in March on account of tlie 
occupants being killed by the frost. Fresh 
soil was added and the border replanted. 
Oxalis spectabilis, which became a 
nuisance, has certainly not been seen for 
thirteen years. Now it lias come up in 
four different places. Foliage and flowers 
are very pretty, in tlie border referred to 
I never remember having seen Silcne 
Armerin. Scores of seedlings are now 
about to flower, and several wild plants 
which I never saw previously. — E. 
(Tiarles Buxton, Coed Dene, llcttics-y- 
Coed. 

Campanula haylodgensis fl.-pl.— Tills is 
one of tlie prettiest rook plants now in 
bloom, although, by reason of its nearly 
fully double flowers, it does not find favour 
with all. At the same time, it appeals 
because of the brightness of the blue and 
tlie freedom with which the flowers are 
produced, it Is of trailing liabit like the 
typical sort. Tlie plant prefers a cool root- 
run. and if so placed that it can furnish 
a miniature ravine in roekwork so much 
tlie better. This and one named Warley 
appear to possess much in common, parti¬ 
cularly in bloom and time of flowering. I 
have not, however, grown Warley, and 
cannot say whether in lmhit the two are 
identical, though, from all I have seen, the 
subject of this note apiiears to he ttie more 
vigorous. All these Campanulas repay for 
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frequent propagation from cuttings of the 
non-flowering shoots, these rooting freely 
in n damp sand bed at almost any season of 
the year—E. H. Jenkins. 

Lysichiton kamschatcense.— Mr. A. T. 
Johnson (p. 417) asks what are the condi¬ 
tions under which this plant grows here. 
We have two clumps, both in deep rich 
soil, not boggy, but one is in a border that 
can be irrigated by turning water into 
subterraneous perforated pipe-tiles, the 
other being in a border shaded from the 
south and west, and fairly moist. Both 
plants have been in position for three 
years, flower regularly in spring, and ap- 
penr now' to be rijiening seed. The leaves, 
however, are only 14 inches long and 
(i inches broad, whereas those of the 
plants in the temperate ionise at Kcw ap¬ 
pear to be of double those dimensions and 
of a much richer green. I fancy our 
plants would benefit from more moisture 
than we have provided.— Herbert Max¬ 
well, Monreith. 

Trollius Yunnanensls.— When all the 
Globe-flowers are past, if the few strag¬ 
gling remnants of the most brilliant of 
them all (T. Ledebouri) be excepted, that 
above named is worth growing by reason 
of its handsome lustrous golden flowers. 
It is not a Globe-flower in the sense Hint 
some are, its flowers, flatfish or slightly 
saucer-shaped, spreading out in a charac¬ 
teristic way. At the time of their coming 
—mid-July or rather earlier—the colour is 
rare in the herbaceous border or at the 
water’s edge. Of sturdy habit, the tallest 
I have seen were under 2 feet high, and 
self-supporting withal, it commends itself 
alike for these good qualities and for its 
neatness, while it is uncommon to boot. 
Happy in rich border soil, it produces 
finer flowers here than beside the pool, 
albeit its effect in Ihe latter place is not 
to be despised.—E. H. Jenkins. 

From Ashbourne, Co. Cork.— Juniperus 
Sabina tamariseifolia mixes well with 
Heathers, slinging its silvery-green foliage 
up to and breaking the Grass edge. Half- 
a-dozen plants suffice upon a slope of 
ground backed by the purples and whites 
of the Heather. Are you acquainted with 
Magnolia Soulangeana nigra, the darkest 
purple form of Magnolia I know? It is a 
slow grower, small in size, but has the 
agreeable peculiarity of flowering for 
many weeks, as its blooms appear at 
Intervals and do not cover the whole plant 
as is the case with its relative. Magnolia 
Soulangeana. I cannot omit a reference 
to Eonieera antarctica, the bushy Honey¬ 
suckle, a delightful plant covered with 
rosy, balloon-shaped buds in the. spring, 
which change into rosy-white flowers when 
fully expanded. It is apparently hardy.— 
R. II. Beamish. 

Spiraea discolor. —This is one of (lie most 
distinct of the many shrubby Spiraeas 
grown in our gardens, and it is certainly 
one of the most free-flowering. It is a 
Western Nortli American species, and was 
discovered by David Douglas ninety years 
ago. Growing 15 feet or more in height, 
it forms a handsome, shapely bush, with 
seml-iiendcnt brandies spreading over an 
area sometimes nearly 20 feet in diameter. 
The deeply-toothed, ovate leaves vary a 
good deal in size, those on the flowering 
wood being usually smaller than the ones 
produced on the young, strong shoots of the 
current year. The cream-coloured flowers 
arc produced in July in elegant panicles, 
which vary in size from a length of G Inches 
to double that length, and so freely are 
they borne that the leaves are almost 
hidden. It is jierfeetiy hardy. Moreover, 
it succeeds in any good garden soil, and is 
not difficult to suit in regard to position, 
doing well in eithe£_£ill sun or^ partial 
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shade. Cuttings of short shoots inserted 
indoors in July root readily, whilst fully- 
ripened wood may be made into cuttings 
9 inches to 12 inches long and inserted out- 
of-doors in autumn. There is a dwarf 
variety, .S. d. dumosa, which, however, is 
distinctly inferior to the type. It does not 
flower freely, and is far from being such a 
graceful shrub as S. discolor.—D. 

Sophora japonica.— This is one of the 
few large-growing trees that blossom 
during late summer and early autumn, and 
for that reason it is a very useful subject 
for the garden. A native of Chinn, it was 
introduced to this country over a century 
and a half ago, and in a few places well- 
developed trees are to lie found. It varies 
a good deal in height and habit, trees 
grown in the open being from 20 feet to 
40 feet in height with short trunks and 
shapely, wide-spreading 1 leads, whereas 
examples grown amongst other trees may 
attain a height of (SO feet or 70 feet, with a 
tall trunk 2 feet or more in diameter. The 
leaves are like those of the False Acacia 
in outline, but can be distinguished by 
their deeper green colour. The flowering 
season varies a good deal according to the 
weather. After a sunny time the flowers 
may open before the middle of August, 
although they are usually a fortnight 
later. The cream-coloured flowers are 
borne in large, terminal panicles, almost 
every shoot in a normal year bearing 
blossoms. Seeds are rarely produced, but 
in 1911 a few ripened.—D. 
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CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS : 

SEASONABLE HINTS. 

August is the all-important month to 
those who are interested in the cultivation 
of large blooms of high quality. Buds 
must be retained during August if large, 
deep blooms are to develop later on. Not 
a few varieties of Japanese Chrysanthe¬ 
mums do well when the buds are retained 
during the earlier half of August, hut by 
far the larger proportion of varieties does 
more satisfactorily when (lie buds are re¬ 
tained about the third week of that month. 
The more easily-grown sorts, i.e., varieties 
that produce their second crown buds 
naturally during the closing days of 
August, invariably succeed when the buds 
develop satisfactorily during the period 
just mentioned, and the grower may safely 
anticipate good results in the flowering 
season. Incurved, pompon, and single- 
flowered Chrysanthemums give a good ac¬ 
count of themselves when the buds are 
retained during the. early days of Septem¬ 
ber, although many of the single-flowered 
sorts do remarkably well when the buds 
are retained just a littio later. 

In these days much of the Interest 
formerly devoted to the large exhibition 
Chrysanthemums has been diverted to 
those plants that bear blooms of moderate, 
size, measuring about (i inches across. 
Already the more important market 
growers, who adopt high culture in the 
development of their Chrysanthemums, 
are observing this rule, and their spacious 
glasshouses are tilled in the autumn and 
early w'inter with well-grown plants 
carrying a dozen or more beautiful blooms 
that are gathered with long stems for the 
many decorative uses that are now so 
popular with the public. This method of 
culture is also finding favour with private 
growers and amateurs, and most satisfac¬ 
tory are the results. I am pleased to see 
the change, as the more free display of 
really beautiful blooms of moderate size is 
a stop in tile right direction and a sensible 
break away from the worship of mere size 


in the Chrysanthemum that was the rule' 
at one time. 

Blunts that were stopped once or twice 
should now be carrying a good number of 
shoots, and the latter will, in a short time, 
Ire developing a crown bud in the apex of 
each shoot. So soon ns the bud is well 
delined the growths that surround it should 
be removed, and this must be done with 
care, otherwise the bud may be broken out 
in the process. It is important to remem¬ 
ber that all shoots should be carefully tied 
to the stakes Inserted in the pots for their 
support. The method of tying should be 
as follows :—With stout raffia first make a 
tie round the stake and then bring under 
control, within a loop-like tie, the shoot 
being dealt with. A ioop-like tic allows 
play for the shoot in windy weather, when 
the pressure is sometimes great, and in 
this way loss of valuable shoots is avoided. 
Tills may seem a small matter, but it is 
important. Be particularly careful to 
make each tie at a portion of the stem 
where the growth is becoming hard nnd 
there will be little danger of the shoot 
breaking in boisterous weather. No time 
should now be lost in dealing with 

The early-flowering and other out¬ 
door Chrysanthemums. The plants should 
be staked nnd tied in anticipation of the 
boisterous winds that are invariably ex¬ 
perienced during August. Ample shoots 
have developed rapidly of late, and these 
are mostly very brittle, and with their own 
weight increased perhaps by heavy rain 
they may, with a little pressure from the 
winds, break off unless securely tied. So 
soon as the buds are developing freely a 
dusting of an approved fertiliser at the 
base of the plants is a great advantage, 
especially in moist weather, and In periods 
of dry. sunny weather copious applications 
of manure-water will add very materially 
to the prospects of a good display of 
blossoms within the next two months. 

Earwigs should now be trapped on all 
Chrysanthemums, as the tender shoots of 
tlie plants with the buds in embryo offer 
a great inducement, to these pests. Use 
any device known to trap them. I use 
flower pots (small size) and place liay or 
pniier in them. Tiiese traps are inspected 
each morning, and any earwigs found at 
once destroyed. E. G. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Chrysanthemums: Dusting the shoots 
with Tobacco powder.— For years past I 
have advocated the timely dusting of the 
points of Chrysanthemum shoots with 
Tobacco powder, with the object of render¬ 
ing the tender growths distasteful to ear¬ 
wigs nnd other insect pests. I have 
noticed that where this practice has not 
been observed many blind shoots have de¬ 
veloped, and the labour of many months 
rendered void. The importance of ob¬ 
serving this very simple practice will be 
obvious to most readers, for unless a 
timely dusting of the two, three, or four 
shoots that eaeli plant carries is done the 
chances are that some of the shoots may 
be attacked and valuable buds lost. I 
have seldom seen earwigs or oilier pests 
settle down in the points of the shoots, as 
they so frequently do when the shoots are 
not dusted with Tobacco powder. August 
and early September are tbe time during 
which much injury to the shoots may be 
done, so for this reason Chrysanthemum 
growers would be well advised to begin 
operations forthwith. At the same time I 
cannot too strongly emphasise the import¬ 
ance of keeping the standing ground free 
from weeds and litter of all sorts, nnd 
removing seared leaves ak soon as they 
are seen, ns earwigs secrete themselves 

Mrs at 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



August 18, l9l? 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


447 


OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

CLEMATIS LILACINA. 

M. Lemoine, of Nancy, kindly sends me a 
photograph of his Clematis lilac-inn, one 
of the precious tilings he has raised, and 
he asks me if I remarked that the flower 
has the perfume of a Carnation. I did 
not, but I am very glad it has such a 
charm. \y. 


THE GARDEN AND THE WILD 
GARDEN. 

Ik ail the evidence we have of our 
human story a garden was always called 
a garden, and owing to needs of approach, 
convenience of working, and defence 
against enemies, far too many in old times 
were geometrical in outline. In this 
county where I write and in Kent 300 
years ago there were many fortified castles 
where the lady had to do all her garden¬ 


a deep lesson for the gardener in it in 
giving him the loveliest of spring gardens 
without tlie costly trouble of breaking up 
his flower garden twice a year, and that 
to usually get a very ugly result with 
much wasted labour. The gain to the 
flower garden is great, as in a true flower 
garden three parts of the plants should he 
permanently planted and cannot he well 
enjoyed in any other way—Lily, Rose, 
Clematis. The ground at our hand is 
often better for wild gardening than 
any planned surface would lie, the only 
tilings essential being some knowledge of 
the plants to use and some artistic taste 
in their use, as the thing may be over¬ 
done, as in some of the public gardens in 
l/ondou. A group is often more effective 
than bulbs dotted all over the surface like 
tiles on a house. The wild garden idea 
may be, and often is, confused with the 

PICTURESQUE GARDEN, 
a much more serious affair and one that 


THE NEWER BEARDED OR FLAG 
IRISES. 

Denise; the last two or three years the 
whole race, old and new, has been the 
subject of an extended trial in the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s gardens at Wisley, 
where their merits have been determined 
from time to time. To the hardy plant- 
lover the advantages of such a trial arc 
considerable, the collection being the most 
comprehensive of its kind ever brought 
together, constituting the most sumptuous 
feast of the flower I have ever seen. 
Larger areas, of course, have been plenti¬ 
ful enough for years past, and in this 
direction it did not appeal. What did im¬ 
press one, however, were the noble stature 
of not a few, their free-flowering, the 
wondrous beauty both in si»e of flower 
and delicacy of colouring, and, not least, 
the branching habit of many, which is the 
surest guarantee of a prolonged flowering. 
As garden plants many of the modern 



Clematis lilacina over shed. 


iug within the walls. In Italy of the 
thousand hills the hill man could not gar¬ 
den at all without levelling and terracing 
the ground. The useless terms “ formali¬ 
ties” and “informalities” were not ap¬ 
plied by gardeners, but by men who knew 
nothing of the art and boasted of the fact. 
The 

WILD GARDEN 

has nothing to do with garden design. 1 
wrote the book and ought to know its 
meaning. It is the naturalisation of 
hardy plants where they will grow as 
freely as at home, in copses, ditches, lanes, 
on pond and stream sides, and in woods. 
In all these I practise it and even in 
meadows cut for hay. This year I en¬ 
joyed the blue Apcnnine and the scarlet 
Anemones, and also many other early 
flowers in meadow Grass cut for Hay on 
June 15th. It may be practised in every 
country place and evgn on the farm. Apart 
from the artistic rimilt I iv effect* there is 


should be the subject of the most artistic 
effort, dealing as it should with all the 
conditions and problems that affect the 
beauty and the economical working of a 
country place—wood and water, trees and 
their grouping, shelter from the worst 
winds, breadth and views, drives which 
may bring neighbouring landscape into 
view, easy of access, with the simplest 
lines (many places are spoilt by needless 
or abandoned roads). The wild garden 
may be seen here, too, hut its effect only 
as a passing incident. Its only drawback 
is that its effects are transient. With the 
beauty of the cloud it passes almost as 
rapidly away, and three parts of the year 
I have to regret that the prettiest things 
of the wild garden are in the haystack. 
But where should we be without the cloud 
and tlie miracles of the spring? If I have 
failed in these words to make the matter 
clear, I fear I must give up any further 
attempt to do so.—W. R. in Garden. 


sorts are very imposing, the nearly 4 feet 
high examples creating a new feature 
while demonstrating their true. worth. 
Happily, too, the work of the hybridist 
has not been confined to a few, rather lias 
it l)een of an all-embracing character 
which, including the best of all sections 
in conjunction with such species as 
Trojana, Juuonia, and others, has given 
us an improved race of these flowers for 
which uo praise is too great. 

Recently, too, Messrs. Wallace and Co., 
Colchester, exhibited a fine collection of 
these newer Irises, some of which may be 
noted. 

Ma Mie.—O ne of the plicata set. A 
much-improved Mme. Chereau, whose 
pure white violet-pencilled flowers made it 
everywhere conspicuous. 

Lohengrin, a pallida form, has very 
handsome flowers of| Cattleya mauve 
shading. A great gain. 

Isolixe.—N othing is finer or more dis- 
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ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDEN& 

OXALIS ENNEAPHYLLA. 

The illustration herewith shows this 
Oxalis in my limestone moraine. Some of 
the bulbs have worked up to the surface, 
and in winter, when the leaves are down, 
they are exposed to all weathers, but seem 
to take no harm. This, I think, may be 
taken as proof, especially after this last 
winter, that the plant is quite hardy. The 
O.xalis enneaphylln which I crossed with 
Oxalis rubella and which looked so pro¬ 
mising for seed has failed to fructify. The 
eaiisule grew well, up to a certain point, 
and then suddenly collapsed and shrivelled, 
and nothing came of it. I can only com¬ 
fort myself with the thought that perhaps, 
after all, I have been spared some very 
ugly bastard seedling. 

Clarence Elltott. 

__ i 

OMPHALODES LUCILRE. 

Mr. Clarence Elliott, writing of this at 
iage 42o, says one “ hardly ever sees it in 


district, the bed lightly mulched with slate 
clappings. One of the clumps sent me a 
few xveeks later showed that the plant 
rooted deeply and obviously relished the 
| soil in which it was growing, while ex¬ 
hibiting a greater vigour than I had 
hitherto seen. My earliest experience of 
it was with plants originally set out in an 
open nursery bed in very light sandy soil, 
the growth and flowering excellent, though 
' lacking the exceptional vigour of those just 
I mentioned. Thus, it is dear from these 
and from the success achieved in a Rose 
bed at Reading that the species is not 
fastidious as to soil. I doubt, however, if 
plants in a Rose bed where the soil is usu¬ 
ally of exceptional richness would be long- 
lived. I fancy, too, that the “principal 
cause” of the success in Mr. Elliott's own 
case is neither the “ very stony ” or “ lime¬ 
stone soil,” but ip fur greater measure the 
“cool, northern aspect” in which the 
plants are placed. 

Mr. Elliott says, “ division is a slow way 
of increase, and probably risky,” which I 
fully agree with. Where it is done, the 
month of May is the better time. “ Cut- 


jeets. On inquiry it is found that the 
failures folloxv attempts to root cuttings 
of the flowering growths, which afler the 
blossoming, becoming wiry and hard, are 
practically useless for propagating. The 
best way to secure suitable cuttings is to 
prune hack the old plants soon after flower¬ 
ing. This will cause them to break afresh 
from the old stems, and when the new 
shoots are of the right length they should 
be detached with a heel from the parent 
stem and inserted in very sandy soil or In 
a bed of pure sand, keeping the frame close 
for a month or so. Soft of leaf and some¬ 
what woolly also, an excess of wet might 
cause damping off.—E. H. .1. 

Dianthus graniticus _The flowers of 

this are taller and brighter than in D. del- 
toides, though in D. deltoides, as grown in 
gardens now, there are some plants with 
flowers of more brilliant tones than exist 
in the typical species. D. graniticus may 
well find a place in rock or wall garden, 
and in June and July is very pleasing. 
It comes freely from seeds, and among the 
seedlings may be found a proportion with 
white flowers which have a distinct deep 
zone, as in the case of D. deltoides albus. 



Oxalis enneaphylia in Mr. C. Ellictt’s nursery at Stevenage. 


gardens,” further remarking that he only 
remembers coming across it three times, 
in each ease doing remarkably well.” 
Everyone who knows it will, I think, agree 
that it is rarely seen on a large scale, 
though one does meet it far more fre¬ 
quently as isolated examples or in twos or 
threes. Among the reasons of its frequent 
failure is the jiersistency with which rock 
gardeners have planted it in high and dry 
places, where little or no moisture can 
reach the plant. Another prolific source of 
failure is that it often falls a prey to slugs, 
which are particularly partial to it, de¬ 
vouring it in winter or eating cx’ery new 
leaf made in early spring. 

The finest group I ever saw was in the 
seventies of the last century in the garden 
of the late >lr. James Atkins at Painswick, 
the clumps each the size of a half- 
quartern measure and flowering freely. 
They were on a low rookery and planted 
but an inch or two above the turf, the 
aspect western, if I remember aright. The 
soil was loam freely mixed with the screen¬ 
ings of the magnesiafl^limestone of the 
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tings,” Mr. Elliott imagines, would “ be 
Aery difficult to manage,” and he lias de¬ 
cided not to try them so long as his plants 
“continue to seed.” Yet the cutting pro¬ 
duces tile true plant every time, while the 
seedlings do not. Heel cuttings taken in 
May or June, however, root in a month. 
Recau.se of their short growth, I formerly 
tied each cutting to a wood splint, which, 
extending an inch below the base of the 
cutting, gave it a leg to stand on. In wet 
sand, cox’ered by a bell-glass, they are then 
not difficult. A greater difficulty is that of 
getting plants large enough to produce cut¬ 
tings, and which, I fear, wholesale culti¬ 
vation in the moraine will not diminish. 

E. II. Jenkins. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Increasing the Aubrietia.— It is surpris- j 
ing how many amateurs interested in 
hardy plants fail to increase the best forms 
of the Purple Rock Cress from cuttings. 
Recently, sex’eral have admitted their 
failures, and inquired as to the best means [ 
of propagating these indispensable sub- ! 


Although called the “Granite” Pink, D. 
graniticus has apparently no special pre¬ 
ference for granite rocks or soil with 
granite grit in its composition. — S. 
A KNOTT. 

Some rock garden Violas, — Among 
these, V. bosniaca has proved first-rate in 
every way, its little rose-pink flowers being 
produced in profusion for months. V. 
Bowles’ Black runs it very closely in 
freedom of flowering, and both are easy 
plants to grow even in full sun in a dry, 
free soil. The quaintly winged and 
streaky V. Papilio has not been nearly so 
generous a bloomer. V. Bullion comes 
nearer to the type of bedding Viola, with 
its large rayless blossoms and rich 
foliage. The colour is a striking golden- 
yellow, and forms a fine contrast with that 
of V. Purple Rohe or a mass of the incom¬ 
parable V. gracilis.—A. T. J. 

"The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds." —New Edition, 12th, revised, with descriptions 
of all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium Svo, 16s.; 
post free, los. 6d. Of all Booksellers or from the offlee 
of Gardening Illustrated, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
London , I V.C. t. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 


BIIUBARB POISONING. 

With reference to “ K. R. W.'s” notes on 
page 422 I fear my first letter cannot bare 
been as clear ns it should have been, for I 
do not advocate the use of soda in cooking, 
<]uite the reverse. As French cooks never 
use it I cannot imagine why English cooks 
should consider it essential. Probably in 
ordinary times tne use of household soda 
in small quantities is harmless when cook¬ 
ing those green vegetables which do not 
contain oxalic acid, but at present only 
carbonate or bicarbonate of soda should 
ever be used in cooking. The so-called 
soda and the “soda substitutes” supplied 
for cleaning may consist of anything, and 
it is undoubtedly risky to swallow them. 
They should be used for cleaning only. 
As 1 have considerable nursing experience 
I can easily understand that lemon-juice, 
vinegar, and, indeed, any form of fruit 
disagree with “K. R. W.” Most gouty- 
people have to be very careful both as to 
acids and sugars. Still, lemon-juice and 
vinegar are not what is commonly meant 
by poisons. Now, Rhubarb, Tomatoes, and 
Sorrel contain some oxalic acid. Rhubarb 
leaves apparently considerably more than 
the stems. Oxalic acid (much used in 
blenching and in metal polishes) is a 
dangerous poison in more than small 
quantities, so much so that all ambulance 
workers are taught to give immediately to 
anyone who has swallowed oxalic acid 
large doses of chalk to neutralise the acid, 
but on no Account to give soda or potash. 
Soda or potash combined with oxalic acid 
forms a still more deadly poison than 
oxalic acid alone. Therefore in cooking 
any fruit or vegetable containing oxalic 
acid no form of soda may be used. It is 
absolutely risky to swallow a mixture of 
oxalic acid and soda, and some people are 
poisoned by much smaller doses than 
others can take with Impunity. There is, 
I know, a widespread idea that no poison 
is of vegetable origin. This is a great 
mistake and a very dangerous mistake. 
Some, I need not say most, of the virulent 
ltoisons are obtained from vegetation. It 
is very desirable that, everyone should 
realise this, and not experiment with un¬ 
tried plants without making enquiries and 
exercising great caution, even if the plant 
he recommended in a newspaper by some 
unknown eorresimndent. K. Turing. 


SUGARLESS JAM. 


There are heavy crops of Gooseberries, 
Raspberries, Red and White Currants, and 
Black Currants in many gardens at the 
present time. If ttiis fruit is not bottled 
it should be made into jam, and If there 
is no sugar for jam making it should be 
made into sugarless jam. There is no 


reason why fruit of any description should 
be wasted. The process of making jam 
without sugar is just the same as making 
it with sugar. Any kind of bottle or jar 
may be used. The fruit is reduced to 
pulp in a preserving pan in the usual way 
by boiling, the only difference being that 
It is boiled rather more to bring it to a 
thicker consistency. The time of boiling 
depends, of course, upon the amount of 
water contained in the fruit—usually from 
three-quarters of an hour to one and 
quarter hours Is sufficient. It should be 
well stirred and brought to a fairly stiff 
consistency. Soft fruits, such as those 
enumerated, do not require any breaking 
up, as witli gentle heat they very soon 
settle down in tlielr own juice. It should 
be noted that the jam is not boiling when 
the first few bubbles appear op the sur- 
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face; it must be jwpping aud bubbling all 
over, and unless it is well boiled its keep¬ 
ing properties are much impaired. Before 
commencing, all the necessary materials 
should be in readiness. The jars should 
be clean and dry; the parchment paper 
should he cut ready for covering and 
strings ready for tying down. All this 
would be necessary for jam making in the 
ordinary way, but in preparing sugarless 
jam we also require a small iron spoon 
and a little flowers of sulphur. The 
sulphur is held in the spoon over a flame— 
a lighted candle will do quite well—until 
the sulphur ignites, then each jam-jar, 
after being warmed, is filled with sulphur 
fumes and left inverted on the table. One 
tcasjioonfiil of sulphur Is sufficient to fill 
four or five jars with fumes. The sulphur 
fumes will destroy all germs within the 
bottle; in other words, it is sterilised. 
When the preserve is placed inside the jar 
the fumes are, of course, driven out. All 
that is then necessary is to float, the fumes 
on the top of the jam from another jar 
and then cover up immediately with the 
parchment paper. It will be observed that 
the sulphur has the effect of discolouring 
the jam on the fop and around the edges 
of the jar, hut this soon passes off and the 
jam is none the worse for the addition of 
the sulphur fumes. Prepared in this way 
the jam will keep good for years. This is 
a very economical way of preserving fruits. 
In the first place, it is jxissible to pack a 
much larger quantity of material into the 
bottles than in the case of fruit bottling, 
ns no water is used and the fruit shrinks 
to about one-third of its original bulk. 
The fruit pulp may at any time he con¬ 
verted into jam by boiling with the addi¬ 
tion of sugar when it is available. With 
only half the quantity of sugar a suffi¬ 
ciently sweetened jam may be obtained. 
The fruit pulp also comes in most useful 
for making jellies or fruit cheese at any 
time of the year. Jam prepared with half 
the normal quantity of sugar will keep 
quite satisfactorily by the aid of the 
sulphur process .—Country Life. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Corn salad. —The torrential rains have 
stopped the sowing of this, but it will 
thrive sown the first dry day, and as a 
base for winter salad it is most useful, 
and so easily grown in the open garden 
over a large area.—W. 

Potato Dunnottar Castle _I have tested 

many varieties of early Potatoes this 
season for their cooking qualities, and have 
no hesitation in saying the above is much 
the host in point of flavour, mealiness in 
cooking as well as whiteness of flesh, and, 
what is of importance, it crops well.— 
E. M. in Garden. 

Beans for autumn sowing.— Tliose who 
wish early Broad Beans will soon he think¬ 
ing of autumn sowing. For this purpose a 
very reliable variety is Early Mazagan. 
It is of the smaller type of Bean, very well 
flavoured, a good cropper, and, above all, 
very hardy. Allow 2 feet 6 inches between 
the lines, and sow rather more thickly than 
is the case with spring sowings. Should 
the plants come through the winter too 
thickly, thinning may he done in spring.— 
A Scottish Gardener. 

Open-air Cucumbers.— These, where they 
do well, deserve some attention, and any 
reader who lias tried the various kinds 
(French or English) would confer a favour 
by telling us'as to the best. The culture 
is easy to-anyone with a sheltered yard or 
warm corner and a little stable manure to 
start the plants. Even without that aid, 
In warm valley soils one may have out¬ 
door Cucumbers, The Russians are said 
to be growers of Cucumbers, and their 
kinds may bo worth a trial.—W. 


A big-bud-resisting Black Currant.— 

Messrs. W. Sealirook and Sons send us, 
from their fruit nurseries at Chelmsford, a 
sample of their “ Seabrook’s Black ” Cur¬ 
rant, which they claim to be proof against 
the attack of the mite which has caused 
so much loss in recent years. Such a 
variety will be a boou to the country. 
They also claim for it that it is early, since 
they began to gather it in July, when the 
fruit was quite ripe, that now sent having 
hung on the bushes for four weeks. The 
fruits were iu good condition when they 
came to hand. The Individual berries are 
large, of first-rate quality, the flesh firm, 
with a tough skin, and on this account 
travelling well. 

Bottled Leeks.— It appears rather curi¬ 
ous to a Scotsman to read about bottled 
Leeks (p. 40S). Bottling may be desirable 
and necessary in the case of certain choice 
vegetables and of fruit, but surely there is 
no necessity for preserving the Leek in 
this fashion. This highly - appreciated 
vegetable may he had (if required) from 
the open from August to the following 
May, and during the intervening months 
there is, or ought to be, an abundance of 
more seasonable things. This reminds me 
that about thirty years ago the late Mr. 
James Service, a nurseryman and a well- 
known judge at horticultural exhibitions 
in Scotland, could never be Induced to 
tolerate Leeks, however good, in collec¬ 
tions of vegetables at August and Septem¬ 
ber shows. “ The Leek,” he used to say, 

“ is a winter vegetable, pure and simple. 
Who requires Leeks in autumn? They are 
only in season from November till March.” 
He would, in autumn, give higher points 
to almost any other vegetable which was, 
ho considered, more Intimately connected 
with ttiat season. Rightly so, I now think, 
although, i>erhaps, my opinion was 
different in tliose days. What would he 
have thought of bottled Leeks?—IV. McG., 
Balmae. 

Apples as a food. — Various analyses 
show that the Apple contains from SO to S3 
per cent, ot water, about 5 per cent, of" 
proteid or nitrogenous material, from 10 
to 15 iier cent, of carbonaceous matter, in¬ 
cluding starch and sugar, from 1 to 1.5 per 
cent, of acids and salts. The sugar con¬ 
tent of a fresh Apple varies from 0 to 10 
per cent., according to the variety. Then 
we must not fail to point out thatflhe 
fresh Apple is rich iu vituminos, and Is 
classed among the most valuable of the 
antiscorbutic fruits for relieving scurvy. 
We have a great variety of Apples, some 
of which are sweet and toothsome, while 
others may be so sour as to be unpleasant 
for most people. All Apples contain n 
varying amount of the organic acids, malic 
acid and gallic acid. The Apple contains 
an abundance of salts of both potash and 
soda, as well as salts of lime, magnesium, 
and iron. The sugar of a sweet Apple, 
like most fruit sugars, is practically a pre¬ 
digested food, and is soon ready to pass 
into the lilood to provide energy aud 
warmth for the body.— Dr. Olsen in Good 
Health. 

Preserving Vegetable Marrows for the 
winter. —Would you lie so kind as to tell 
me what you consider the best method of 
preserving Vegetable Marrows for use in 
the winter? I was told to tie a paper bag 
round each and then hang them up. At 
what stage arc they best gathered for pre¬ 
serving?.—R. Nolan Feriiai.l. 

Apple honey. —I have seen several 
notices In your paper about Apple honey 
and should be very glad if any of your 
correspondents would give a recipe for 
making it. Should the Apples be peeled 
and cored, aud how much water to each 
pound of fruit?— Srisdown. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

OSMANTHUS DELAV4YI. 

Tms distinct shrub 1ms proved quite hardy 
after several years in a stiff border. A 
spray iu the house in a Chinese vase was 
very pretty, and the effect out of doors 
good when many things looked their worst 
after the most prolonged of winters. It is 
a native of China, whence seeds were sent 
by the AhlJe Delavay to SI. .Maurice de 
Vilmoriu. W. 


tors that modern botanists prefer placing 
it in an order alone, Eucryphlaceae. What¬ 
ever its connections, the species are of 
great decorative value and well worth in¬ 
cluding among the choicest shrubs of the 
garden. They require shelter from cold 
winds, and should be placed in permanent 
positions whilst quite small, for they are 
impatient of root disturbance. Good loamy 
soil that is naturally well drained forms a 
suitable rooting medium, but a little peat 
or leaf-mould added at planting time is au 
aid to free rooting. Layering has been 


it has grown well for several years in the 
vicinity of London, and although the leaves 
and lips of the shoots were killed in the 
recent severe winter and early spring it 
has spirted again freely from the'older 
wood. It is an evergreen shrub or some¬ 
times a small tree up to 30 feet high, with 
heart-shaped leaves which, together with 
the young shoots, are covered with soft 
hairs. The flowers, each 2 inches or so 
across and borne singly from the leaf-axils 
during July and early August, are white 
with a central mass of golden stamens. A 



Flowciimj shoots of O unanthus Dclav.iyi in Chinese vase. 


THE EUCKYl’HIAS. 

Tws species of Eucryphia are grown on 
of doors in the ltritish Isles, both of tliei 
natives of Chile and, perhai*, other part 
of south-western South America. Tliei 
are also Eucrypbias in Australia, but the 
are unsuitable for outdoor culture hen 
except in a few gardens in specially mil 
localities. Eucryphia, although so close! 
resembling certain members of Rosa corn i 
sonic resi>ects as to have been include 
provisionally as a genus of that natun 
order, differs so widcJy»in other 
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adopted as a means of propagation, but 
plants so raised arc usually less satisfac¬ 
tory than seedlings, and whenever seeds 
ean be procured they should be used in 
preference to any other means of increase. 
It is wise to keep young plants in |>ots 
until they can be placed in permanent 
positions. The two species are as 
follows:— 

E. cokdifoi.ia. —This is more tender than 
E. pinnatlfolln, and is only suitable for 
the mildest parts of the country. Planted 
in a sheltered position among other shrubs 


flue plant which flowered freely existed a 
few years ago at Trewidden, near Pen¬ 
zance, and au even finer example occurs 
in the gardens at Nymans, Handcross, 
Sussex. In “Trees and Shrubs Hardy iu 
the British Isles" Mr. Bean gives the 
dimensions of the latter plant as IS feet in 
height and 0 feet in diameter. It was 
introduced about the middle of last 
century. 

E. riNNATiFOLTA is a superior shrub for 
general planting, both ott account of more 
rapid growth aud greater hardiness. In 
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its native country it forms a large bush or 
small tree up to 20 feet high. Here it at¬ 
tains similar dimensions, hut is usually of 
bush form. The dark green pinnate 
leaves may he deciduous or evergreen, ac¬ 
cording to weather conditions. The 
flowers, white with a central mass of 
golden stamens, are produced with great 
freedom during July and August, the white 
flowers against the dark foliage being very 
effective. One of the finest examples in 
the country grows in the gardens at Tre- 
widden, near Penzance. It is at least jo 
feet high and as far through, well 
branched, and an excellent specimen. 
When in flower the leaves are almost 
hidden by the mantle of white. In many 
parts of the Midlands it thrives excellently 
provided it has been increased from seeds, 
plants raised from layers having a peculiar 
habit of dying suddenly. Seeds are 
matured in this country, therefore there 
ought not to be any difficulty in raising 
seedlings. D. 


NOTES AND REPLIES^ 
Flowering Davidia involucrata. —Can you 

tell me how to flower Davidia involucrata? 
1 obtained a plant of this in 1904, the year 
Messrs. Veitch sent it out. My tree 
is now 17 feet in height, healthy, and grow¬ 
ing well every year, pyramidal in shape; 
hub it has novel- bloomed. I remember 
that Messrs. Veitcli exhibited one in flower 
at a Royal Horticultural Society’s Show 
some years ago, and was told they had suc¬ 
ceeded by root-pruning. This, of course, 
having a stock of plants, they could 
afford to do; hut, having only one, I could 
not run the risk of injuring my plant.— 
J. H. 4V. Thomas. 


ROSES. 

NEW ROSES. 

A special exhibition for new seedling 
Roses only was held on July 17th in con¬ 
junction with the ordinary meeting of the 
Royal Horticultural Society. The entries 
were numerous, and the following awards 
were made ;— 

GOLD MEDALS. 

Rose Sunstar (H.T.).—In this the pre¬ 
vailing colour is reddish-salmon, the base 
of the petals rich orange. 

Rose Elizaueth Cui.len (H.T.). — An 
exceptionally free-flowering variety with 
pleasing fragrance. The colour is crimson- 
scarlet with maroon shading. These were 
shown by Messrs. Alex. Dickson and Sous, 
New’towna ids. 

Rose Mrs. G. Marriott (H.T.).—The 
plant is vigorous and of a free-branching 
habit of growth, the flowers large, well- 
shaped, fully double, the outer |x-taIs re- 
llexlug in a most artistic manner. The 
colour is cream with pink shading. We 
could not detect any perfume. 

Rose The Queen Alexandra fll.T.). 
—We believe there are other two Roses 
named in honour of Queen Alexandra, 
and, while distinct, cannot but lead 
to confusion. The practice should, we 
think, be discouraged. That now referred 
to is of exceptional colouring—scarlet with 
coppery-red shading. The variety, too, is 
fragrant. These two were shown by 
Messrs. .S. McGreedy and Son, Fortadown. 

Rose Mermaid.— Without doubt the 
finest novelty of the meeting. Entered as 
a hybrid of Rosa bracteata, it lias the 
lustrous green leafage of a glorified 
Wicburaiana. The big single flowers are 
each 4 inches across, deep cream, some¬ 
what golden at base, and with a tuft of 
golden anthers. From Messrs. W. Raul 
and Son, Waltham Cross. 
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CERTIFICATE OF MERIT. 

Rose Miss May Marriott (Pernetiana). 
—The orange-coloured siKirt from Mine. E. 
Ilerriot. From Thomas Robinson, Not¬ 
tingham. 

ItosE Mrs. Stewart Clark (H.T.).—A 
shapely yellow-flowered variety with scar¬ 
let markings on the buds. The lustrous 
green foliage is attractive. From Messrs. 
Alex. Dickson and Sons, Newtownards. 

Rose Edel.— A pure white single with 
creamy centre. 

Rose Emma Wrioht (II.T.).—Rich 
orange with apricot. Very pretty in the 
bud. These two were from Messrs. S. 
McGreedy and Son, I'ortadown. 

Rose Pax (Hybrid Musk). -— Bush- 
habited, 3 feet to 4 feet high. A large and 
attractive semi-double white. 

Rose T. I*’. Ciiozier (II.T.).—In this the 
colour is soft yellow to cream. 

Rose E. Goderet Brown (H.T.).— A 
fragrant crimson-scarlet. These two were 
from Messrs. Hugh Dickson and Co., 
Belfast. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Rose Evangeline —Although this was 
introduced so long ago a« 1900, it is not 
so often met with as it deserves. In the 
middle of July I saw several specimens of 
this at their best in a South Hertfordshire 
garden. One specimen, covering a large 
arch crossing one of the garden walks, was 
as fine as anything of this kind I have 
ever seen. It is quite distinct, and its 
growth is vigorous. The blossoms are very 
iragrant, a quality absent from so many 
of the more popular climbing Roses of to¬ 
day. The colour of the blossoms may he 
described as white centred, with tips of the 
petals pink.—D. 15. Crane, TIighgate, N. 

Difference in the colour of Roses 
Dorothy Perkins and Lady Gay.— Much 
controversy lias taken place from time to 
time regarding the colours of these two 
varieties. It has been asserted that they 
are too much alike. The difference in the 
colour of the two varieties lias been most 
pronounced this season. While I appre¬ 
ciate the free-flowering of Dorothy Perkins 
and its beautiful pink colouring, I value 
the charm of the deeper colouring of Lady 
Gay, which, as I have this year seen it, is 
more of a deep rich rose. The flowers, too, 
appear to be rather larger.—A. R. H. 

Rose Excelsa, —Some years ago a friend 
asked me whether I could recommend a 
good free-flowering red climbing Rose 
which lie wished to plant in the place of 
Crimson Rambler. I recommended Ex¬ 
celsa, which my friend purchased, and lie 
has ever since been delighted with it. It 
is described in the trade catalogues as 
scarlet, but this is a stretch of imagina¬ 
tion. It is not scarlet, but, in my opinion, 
a bright red. I have seen several splendid 
specimens during the present season. In 
one catalogue it is described as Red 
Dorothy Perkins.—D. B. C. 

Rose Jersey Beauty _Like most Roses, 

Jersey Beauty is flowering well this season. 
In some winters it is badly cut, but comes 
away again, and its beauty when in flower 
compensates for the loss of a year or so 
of bloom, which may occasionally happen. 
The glistening-green foliage is' in itself 
sufficient to recomend this Rose. The 
large single flowers either singly or three 
to four together, when they open are pale 
yellow, and pass off white, with bright 
yellow stamens. The fragrance is exqui¬ 
site.—Sun Rosa. 

Rosa Moyesi in Renfrewshire _Mr. 

John A. Holmes has some good plants of 
Rosa Moyesi in his garden at Formakin, 
where it does exceedingly well. It varies 
a little in colour. At Formakin the plants 
appear to he of the best type, with grace¬ 
ful foliage and largo, well-coloured flowers. 
It is evident that R. Moyesi is in steadily 
increasing favour and that its cultivation 
is spreading widely over the three 
kingdoms. —S. Arnott. 


FRUIT. 

SOME MARKET PLUMS. 

As Plums so soon produce a return, they 
are planted in greater numbers year by 
year, and the imports from abroad do not, 
and many tbink never will conqiete with 
our own growth. Plums can be planted as 
close as 15 feet apart, therefore a planta¬ 
tion soon pays expenses, and when Dam¬ 
sons are included, the return is reached in 
a few years. Standards arc largely grown, 
but half-standards find increasing favour, 
and where the plantation form is adopted 
they are a great shelter in the earlier 
stages, and the stems can be run up by 
removing the lower branches. 

River’s Prolific. —This best early kind 
seldom fails to bear. It is a weak grower, 
and never makes a big tree; perhaps better 
as a plantation kind, but there is nothing 
yet to equal it as a first early sort. Fruit 
small, purple. End July. 

Tiie Czar.— Early, bearing in clusters, 
and carrying a fine bloom; a very free 
grower. Fruit pur]ilisb-red, round. Makes 
a fine, large, upright tree, and on that ac¬ 
count valuable for plantations; succeeds 
where others fail. Mid-August. 

Early Orleans.— Seems the favourite 
London Plum, and although it never croim 
heavily, it produces large and early fruit, 
and the tree Is of fair size. Fruit round, 
redr requires a warm, stony soil. Mhl- 
August. 

Victoria.— The best all-round Plum; the 
tree is not a sufficiently sturdy grower to 
carry its heavy crops, the wood being very 
brittle. Consequently, the tree never gains 
the size of others, and therefore requires 
soA’ere pruning fyr a few years after plant¬ 
ing. Fruit pink, oval; a market favourite. 
August. 

Belle de Louvain. —Growth very free 
and upright, bears regularly very large 
oval fruit; first-class. End August. 

Kentish Diamond grows so freely, and 
produces such a multitude of small shoots, 
that the wood cannot ripen without aid, 
so that heavy pruning is necessary. It 
will then produce its black fruit, each as 
large as a hen’s egg. Very fine. Large 
tree. 

Jefferson’s Gage.— The most prolific of 
the class; growth upright and sturdy; fruit 
large, egg-shaped, yellow and green with 
red spots. 

Old Greengage. —Not a certain bearer, 
but yet so valuable that where it crops the 
lucky possessors have a fortune. It is 
well grown in some parts of Kent, and ap- 
penrs to do best on Grass land. Tree 
small. 

Kent Bush.— A wild form, but unques¬ 
tionably one of the best for market. Very 
strong and luirdy, producing fruit all over 
the tree, and seldom breaking with ils 
burden. This is a favourite jam Plum, 
and trees can produce twenty bushels each. 
Fruit round, dull red to black. 

Pond’s Seedling.— Fine as a late kind, 
never heavily cropped, but the fruit is im¬ 
mense, and always sells at a good price, 
as tiie buyers can basket the fruit and get 
as much as 3d. each retail. Must lie kept 
pruned while young. Fruit red, oval. 

Wyedale.— Tree upright, growth vigor¬ 
ous: fruit red, produced late in October; a 
valuable hardy late kind. 

Gage Plums. —These are not regular 
bearers, and although the fruit makes a 
good price, may be omitted, unless a large 
acreage is planted. The following have 
done admirably in our plantation :— 
Denniston’s Superb, Oullin’s Golden Gage, 
Transparent Gage, Itrynnstone Gage, 
Golden Drop, Comte dfAlthan’s Red Gage, 
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Boone Bouche, and Reine Claude de 
Iiiivaj*. 'W'lien these come large and fine 
it is better to gather them before they are 
dead ripe, and send them to market in 
boxes—one layer in each box.— Geo. 
Bustard in Fruit Culture for Profit. 

Scotch Raspberries. — On page 404, 
column 3, of Gardening for the 28th ult. 
it is stated:—“Scottish Raspberries.—By 
an Order dated July 10th, the Food Con¬ 
troller has directed that all Raspberries 
grown in Scotland should be delivered to 
him.” An important omission has been 

ma d e; _“ (2) This Order sliail not apply 

tu a grower of Raspberries whose total 
crop does not exceed 1 cwt.” As prob¬ 
ably nine-tenths of those who grow Rasp- 


VEGETABLES. 


THE POTATO OUTLOOK. 

The news that the Potato disease has made 
its appearance in many parts is unwelcome 
reading, especially as the weather of the 
last four days up to the present date 
(August 2nd) will aggravate the evil among 
the late sorts. This will act detrimentally 
on many crops that are the outcome of 
State supplied seed, for this was late in 
coining to hand and late planted, and in 
the majority of cases the varieties re¬ 
ceived were late. Evergood seems to be 
the sort most strongly represented in this 


tuber from some quarters and the recom¬ 
mendation of substitutes, it is evident that 
the latter are not yet greatly in favour, at 
any rate so far as outlying villages are 
concerned. So far as my limited observa¬ 
tion goes of the extra land devoted to 
vegetables, quite three-fourths are in Pota¬ 
toes. The time is not yet when there is 
any likelihood of their decline in favour; 
indeed, one often hears the observation 
from villagers “ that .they do not seem to 
have had a dinner without Potatoes,” and 
while this is so, all the talking and writ¬ 
ing in the world will never reduce the 
numbers planted. 

Again, in tlie matter of spraying, one 
occasionally finds a suggestion as to 



Osmanthus Delavayi. Sussex. (See page 461.) 


berries are thus exempted, inconvenience 
may he caused to them, unless the exemp¬ 
tion is kept in view.—J. Turnbull Smith, 
Kingsurood, Peebles. 

[We gave the circular as sent to us and 
in which there was no mention of any 
exemption as given by you.—E d.] 


Spiraea ariaefolia.—There are many 
plants of this favourite shrubby Spiraea in 
Dumfriesshire and Galloway, and this 
year it is flowering with great freedom. 
The finest specimen I have seen is in the 
garden of Mr. M. Hyslop Maxwell, at The 
Grove, in Jeanie Deans’s parish of Iron- 
gray, in the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright. 
This handsome plant is close on 20 feet 
high, and laden with graceful panicles of 
bloom. —S. Arnott, 


D 


Google 


district of these late plantings, and this is 
apparently a Potato that takes a long time 
to come to maturity, especially on rather 
heavy soils. I suppose the decision to 
supply a certain amount of seed was not 
settled until rather late in the season, and 
it was a case of Hobson’s choice in the 
matter of varieties, otherwise early or 
second early sorts would have been more 
acceptable, more particularly in those plots 
of ground that were broken up from 
pasture. 

In towns and large villages spraying has 
been practised, but in small places the crop 
has to take Its chance. Where practicable, 
however, these late planted sorts should be 
sprayed immediately on the cessation of 
rain. Despite depreciation of the homely 


whether the materials used are answer- 
able in some way for the disease in bees, 
but I hardly think this can be so, for the 
bee has nothing to do with either the 
flowers or foliage of the Potato, and, so 
far as fruits are concerned, the spraying 
is, naturally, done at a time when there 
are no expanded flowers, and, conse¬ 
quently, nothing to attract the bees. The 
growers who risked the danger of frost, 
and planted early, hail the gratification of 
seeing the crop come through safely and 
grow away without any check, so that now 
(the first week in August) they are able 
to lift the earlier sorts and fill up the 
vacant places with most useful things that 
will winter satisfactorily. E. 15. S. 

llardipick. 
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THE ONION MAGGOT. 

Please tell me if there is any virtue in 
common washing soda, sprinkled between 
the rows of spring Onions, in order to de¬ 
stroy or prevent the Onion maggot?— 
Onions. 

[Washing soda is of no avail for com¬ 
bating the Onion-fly maggot. The best 
preventive is to get the plants raised early 
in February under glass, prick them oil in 
due course into boxes, and transplant out¬ 
doors as early in April as circumstances 
permit. Treated in this way the plants 
are not only of good size when the time 
arrives for the female insect to deposit 
her eggs, as she does, in the lower portion 
of the stem, but the skin of the latter lias 
by then become so hardened as to render 
it difficult of accomplishment. In addition, 
the fact of their being transplanted also 
causes the base of the plants to be situated 
deeper in the soil than is the case with 
those which are raised in the ordinary way 
in drills outdoors, consequently this and 
the foregoing fact serve to render plants 
raised on this principle almost immune 
from attack. With regard to preventive 
measures to adopt when an attack is set 
up among spring-sown Onions outside, the 
best thing to do as soon as it is noticed 
that grubs are present is to pull up and 
burn all affected plants. Then draw up a 
little soil to the plants on either side of 
the rows, or sufficient to protect the lower 
portions of the plants from the attentions 
of the female flies, and finally strew saw¬ 
dust saturated with paraffin over the sur¬ 
face of the soil between the row's. This is 
so offensive that the flies will leave the 
lied and go elsewhere to deposit their eggs. 
The quantity of paraffin to use should not 
exceed one pint to half a bushel of saw¬ 
dust. Sufficient of the latter to just show 
on the surface would he enough to apply 
at any one time. The site of Onion beds 
.which have been attacked by “ fly ” should 
always he limed or dressed with a soil 
fumigant, deeply dug ill in winter, and 
not used for the same purpose if it can bo 
avoided for tlie next two or three seasons.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Tomatoes not setting _I have three 

Tomato-houses in my care, and though the 
plants are doing well, I notice that the 
flowers are not setting as they should on 
the higher trusses, Holmes’ Supreme being 
the greatest sinner. One of these plants 
may stand next to a Carter’s Sunrise that 
has set fine trusses to the number of six 
or seven, and Supreme begins to fail about 
the fourth, perhaps only one fruit setting, 
then missing altogether. What can he the 
cause of this?—E. Shaw, Harrogate. 

| It is difficult to assign a reason for the 
non-setting of the flowers on the ujqier 
parts of tiie Tomato plants in question, 
seeing you give no details as to manage¬ 
ment and cultural methods pursued. Too 
dose an atmosphere, especially if damp 
and stagnant, would prevent the flowers 
setting, and we have before now witnessed 
tiie same thing occur when the plants me 
heavily emptied on the lower twi t ion of 
the stems, and the soil has become ex¬ 
hausted through feeding in the sha|ie of 
top-dressing, mulching, or by means of a 
fertiliser having been neglected. All condi¬ 
tions being right, i.e., both ns to cultural 
details and ventilation, Tomatoes usually 
set with great freedom at this time of 
year, therefore in tiie absence of particu¬ 
lars to prove the contrary we should say 
that the trouble is attributable to one or 
other of the causes named above; most 
likely the latter mentioned". If wrong in 
our surmise we should be glad to hear 
from you again, accompanied with full 
particulars of your method of cultivation, 
etc.] 

Digitized b 


Peas mildewed. —Can you please tell me 
from enclosed what is wrong with ray 
second row of maincrop Peas, Quite Con¬ 
tent? The first row sown May loth, is 
almost ready for picking. The row from 
which the haulm sent was taken was sown 
May 31st. It has hardly a blossom on it, 
and the plants are shrivelling up like 
sample.—W ar Garden. 

[Your Peas have been attacked by 
mildew, which Is generally attributed to a 
parched condition of the soil aliout the 
roots. This is undoubtedly the case with 
regard to summer crops, but drought has 
nothing to do with the form of mildew 
which attacks late crops in autumn, ns 
tills, as often as not, occurs when tiie soil 
is in a thoroughly moist condition. So 
far as we know no remedy for combating 
this has yet been Introduced. One of the 
chief things to prevent mildew is deep 
cultivation of the soil. The site where 
iate Peas are to be grown should, there¬ 
fore, have been bustard-trenched or double- 
dug within recent years. It is for this 
reason that many who cultivate Celery on 
an extensive scale reserve the plot, when 
vacant, for the sowing of second early and 
main crop Peas. When the soil has been 
dug to a good depth in the manner indi¬ 
cated and the lowermost spit at tiie time 
well manured, Peas when grown on ground 
so prepared, even if it he not till a few 
years afterwards, never feel the effects of 
drought ns they do when the soil is merely 
dug one spit deep and a hard pan of sub¬ 
soil exists beneath. Another important 
matter is mulching. If a mulch is applied 
to either side of the rows as soon as tiie 
haulm reaches to about half the height of 
the sticks it conserves moisture in a 
wonderful degree and greatly prolongs tiie 
life and productiveness of the plants. 
Deep cultivation combined with a mulch of 
rotten manure is the best way of combat¬ 
ing the trouble, with frequent soakings of 
water should the weather he dry.] 

Onions failing—I have two beds of 
spring Onions within a few yards of each 
other. The one bed is practically ruined 
by mildew, while the other bed has no signs 
of it. Both are in an open situation, good 
loamy soil, both manured with farmyard 
manure. Why should oue bed he attacked 
and not the other? James’ Keeping has 
gone, Giant Zittau remains.— Onions. 

[It is difficult to say why one bed should 
be attacked and the other immune, with 
only a few yards separating the two. You 
had better, however, spray tiie plants at 
once in both beds with Bordeaux mixture 
at what is termed half or summer strength, 
both to destroy the fungus in the one ease 
and to render the plants immune in the 
other. Do not grow Onions on the same 
plot for several seasons to come, and in 
the winter months treat the soil as recom¬ 
mended for Onion-fly maggot ] 

Early Potatoes are ripening off rapidly. 
They .should he lifted and s-tored when their 
growth is completed, otherwise there is a 
danger of second growth starting. The 
quarter may either be utilised for another 
crop or cleaned and hoed with a view to 
early trenching. Such a quarter is when 
necessary very often trenched when the 
Potatoes are lifted ami immediately re¬ 
planted with Strawberries. — Kirkcud¬ 
bright. 

Earthing up Celery.— This is often done 
in a slipshod fashion, and in consequence 
the Celery is liable to rot off through lack 
of care in preventing the soil getting into 
the heart of the plant. Each plant should 
be grasped with one hand while the soil is 
drawn around it, and there is something 
to be said in favour of first lightly tying 
up each plant with raffia. The soil should 
he free from hard clods. If it is a dry 
time a good soaking of w ater the previous 
night should first be applied.—W r . F. D. 


THE WEEK’S WORK. 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom August Im—Clematis (in 
variety), Magnolia grandiflora, Ceanothus 
(in variety), Carpentaria, calif arnica, L! mi¬ 
di cias (in variety). Polygonum bald sell n- 
anicum. Honeysuckles, Cululea arbores- 
ccns, Catalpa bignonioidcs, Spirata Aitchi- 
soni, S. ariafolia, Olerodendron trichoto- 
rnurn, Rhus (in variety), Hydrangea lior- 
tensis, hardy Fuchsias (in variety). Veroni¬ 
cas (in variety), Jasminum officinale, J. 
affine, J. hnmile, Vistas ladaniferus, 
Olcarias (in variety), Escaltonia tangley- 
ensis, Sparlium junrenm, Abclia rupestris. 
Yuccas (in variety), Roses (many species 
and varieties), Hypericums (in variety), 
Herberts Wilsoni, Valycantlius fieri day, 
Desmodium penduliftorum, Indigofcra 
Oerardiuna, Hcdysannn multijugum, lVi*- 
tarias, Rotnncya Coulteri, Anchusas (in 
variety), Liliums (in variety), Trilomas (in 
variety >, Lobelia cardlnalts, Campanulas 
(dwarf and tall) (in variety), Aster 
Amelins, Erigerons, Eryngiums (in 
variety), Coreopsis grandiflora, Lupins (in 
variety), herbaceous Phlox (in variety), 
Chrysanthemum maximum (in variety), 
Hyacinthus candicans, Vvrbascums (in 
variety), Marina longifolia, Ceniaureas (in 
variety), Alstrwmcrias, CEnotheras (in 
variety), Agrostcmmas, Scabiosas (in 
variety), Meconopsis (in variety), Incar- 
villea Delavayi, Erodinms (in variety), 
Lavateras, Anemone japonica. Bergamots, 
Linums (in variety), Eupatoriums, Salvias 
(in variety). Acanthus, Mcrtensia echi- 
oides, Montbretias (in variety), Plumbago 
Larpcntw, Potcntillas (in variety), Oeums 
(in variety), Pentstemons (in variety), 
Antirrhinums (in many colours), Funkias 
(in variety), Achillcas (in variety), Dryas 
octopelala. Say in a glabra. Tunica Saxi¬ 
frage, Oypsophilas, Saxifrage Fort unci, 
Veronica Lyalli, Gentiana asclepiadea, V. 
septem/ida, Mesembryanthcmums, Andro- 
sace lanuginosa, AElhionema eordifolium, 
2E. pulcliellum, Lilhospermum prostratum 
Heavenly Blue, Convolvulus ma it ri tauten t, 
Sedutns (in variety). lJianthus (in variety). 
Primula capitata, Ma:ns Pumilio, Silene 
Schafta, Statice latifolia, HI enact is spe- 
ciosa, Pratia ilicifolia, Parocliclus com¬ 
munis, Oxalis floribnnda, Thymus Kcr- 
pyllum (in variety), Paronychia polygoni- 
folia, Armcria rosea, Niercinbcrgia rivu- 
laris, Omphalodcs Luciliw, Ouosma tauri- 
cum, Ourisia coceinea, Heueheras (in 
variety), Senecios (in variety), Lythrum 
roseum, Ilemcroeallis (in variety), Lysi- 
maehias, Epilobium pedunculate. Poly¬ 
gonums (in variety), Spiraeas (in variety). 
Ericas (in variety), Mimulus (in variety), 
Aponogetons, Sagitlarias, Nymphiras (in 
variety). 

The week’s work. —During the past 
week very heavy rains have interfered with 
all outside work. Seeds of many herba¬ 
ceous perennials and alpine plants wore 
sown during the week. If these seeds are 
sown a few days after they are gathered, 
when quite ripe, they germinate much 
better than if kept for a time. A bed of 
light sandy soil was made up in a cold 
frame, and the seeds sown thinly in drills 
6 inches apart, covering them w ith finely- 
sifted soil. Afterwards give a good water¬ 
ing through a fine rose, place the lights 
in position, and shade until germination 
takes place. As soon as the seedlings ap¬ 
pear a little ventilation should be afforded, 
gradually increasing the amount of air to 
induce the plants to grow sturdy and 
strong. Hardy bulbous plants, such as 
Narcissi, Tulips, Leueojums, Grape and 
Feather Hyacinths, Scillas, and many 
others that increase freely, deteriorate if 
left too long undisturbed. The present is 
the most suitable time to lift and replant. 
Lift the clumps carefully, separate, and 
replant without delay. Borders of Bella¬ 
donna Lilies have been cleared of all weeds 
and leaves, the surface soil stirred, and a 
thorough soaking of weak manure water 
given. This will induce the Qowyr-spikes 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 




August 18, 1917 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


455 


to come all the stronger. Pentstemons 
are very satisfactory this season, and very 
few plants provide more gorgeous and effec¬ 
tive displays when massed. There are 
many splendid varieties, giving long 
spikes, with large flowers, ranging in 
colour from white to deep purple. The 
scarlet and pink varieties are particularly 
effective, and the following include some of 
tile best of these beautiful shades r—Crim¬ 
son Gem, George Horne, Miss Willmdtt, 
Queen Alexandra, Mrs. Scott Elliott, Mar¬ 
quis of Linlithgow, Mrs. Michie, Sir 
Dighton Probyn, Lady Noble, Lady Forbes, 
and Southgate Gem. Pentstemons can be 
strongly recommended for providing blocks 
of colour over a long period, whether 
grown alone in beds and borders or in 
groups in the mixed border. The main 
spike should be removed when it has 
finished flowering, which will allow the 
secondary shoots to make a good growth, 
and these will give a display until cut off 
by frost. Pentstemons are gross feeders 
and revel in good soil. Manorial assist¬ 
ance should be given at intervals and 
abundance of water in dry weather. 

F. W. Cam. or, 

Lilford Hall Gardens, Ounillc, Jn'orthants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 


Fruit-room. —As it is important that 
such fruits as Apples and Pears be kept as 
long as possible during the coming winter, 
the fruit-room, to render this the more 
easy of attainment, should lie thoroughly 
disinfected and cleansed. Walls and ceil¬ 
ings should also be limewashed, applying 
the wash while it is hot or directly after 
slaking takes place. There need also be no 
fear as to scrubbing and washing of shelves 
and other portions of woodwork if the doors 
and windows arc stood wide open after¬ 
wards to allow of a free passage of air. The 
whole will then dry thoroughly in the course 
of a day or so and the buildings can be used 
for the storing of enrlv varieties of Apples 
and Pears, also of Plums, Peaches, etc., 
not required for immediate use. The two 
first-named fruits do not keep in good con¬ 
dition for any length of time after being 
gathered, so should not be allowed to lio 
many days on the shelves before being made 
use of. 

Strawberry. potting This should be 

pushed on with and brought to a speedy 
conclusion so that the plants may have the 
advantage of sunshine and warmth in 
which to make growth and become well 
rooted and perfect their crowns. Water¬ 
ing will demand great attention during hot 
weather, and syringe the plants at least 
twice daily. 


Budding fruit-trees —Where the propa¬ 
gation of fruit-trees by budding is carried 
out either in the garden or in the home 
nursery the operation .should now he taken 
in hand. Those versed in the budding of 
Roses will experience no difficulty in the 
matter, but in the case of amateurs having 
but a few stocks to bo budded and not 
possessing the knowledge as to how to pro¬ 
ceed it is best for them, to prevent disap¬ 
pointment, to get an experienced man to 
insert the buds. Apples should be done 
first, then Pears, Cherries, Plums, Apri¬ 
cots. and Peaches. It is, however, hut 
seldom the last two named are propagated 
in private gardens. 


Strawberry planting. —If the runners 
are well rooted it is no advantage to delay 
planting them in their permanent quarters, 
provided the sites are in readiness. These 
should have been well manured and dug, 
and if such is the case, nothing remains 
but to break the surfaco down to a fine 
condition and level it with a wooden rake. 
IVith regard to the best positions for 
Strawberries in a garden, much depends on 
the requirements of the establishment. If 
necessary to have a portion of the crop as 
early as' it can be had a border facing 
south must bo devoted to its production, 
the area of ground so occupied depending, 
nf course, oil the demand for the fruit. 


Hie general or mam cn 
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in tho open garden, hut if a late supply is 
needed the plants should ho grown on a 
border uuder a wall lacing north. Of 
varieties for the different purposes men¬ 
tioned, there are Royal Sovereign and V. 
Hericart de Thury. Sir Joseph Paxton 
also ripens close on the heels of Royal 
Sovereign when grown in a similar posi¬ 
tion. For the open garden, President may 
be included with those already mentioned. 
Keen’s Seedling, if it can be obtained true, 
should be grown by all who place flavour 
before size and appearance. For the late 
supply, President, Oxonian, and Laxton’s 
Latest are three good varieties. Planting 
is best done with a trowel, and the 
plants should be given a good soaking of 
water an hour or so previously. For all 
general purposes the distances at which to 
set out the plants are 2 feet between the 
rows and from 15 inches to 18 inches be¬ 
tween plant and plant in the rows. These 
measurements answer well where the beds 
and borders are renewed, as they should be, 
every third year. Make the soil very firm 
round tile balls of the plants as planting 
proceeds. Well soak afterwards with 
water, and thou mulch (to save labour in 
watering) round the plants only if crops 
such as winter Onions or Lettuces are to 
he raised between them. Otherwise, cover 
the whole of the surface. Old hotbed or 
Mushroom lied manure answers admirably 
for this purpose. 

Fruit protection. —Steps should now bo 
taken to protect fruit crops against the 
ravages of birds, wasps, and flies. They 
first attack ripening clops of Plums and 
early Apples and Pears, and the best 
means of rendering these secure from their 
attention is to net in the trees securely 
with 4-inch netting. The insects named 
follow after birds in the ease of the fruits 
mentioned, but with regard to Apricots, 
Peaches, and Nectarines they make a de¬ 
termined attack on them as soon as they 
commence to ripen. Traps in the shape 
of bottles partly filled with beer or treacle 
should be suspended amongst the branches 
of the trees anil on walls. If the contents 
are renewed now and again, great numbers 
of tbe pests will be destroyed. The best 
way to deal with wasps is to search for and 
destroy their nests. 

Layering Carnations. —This operation, 
both with regard to the latest-flowering 
batch of Malmaisons and border varieties 
should be persevered with and brought to 
a conclusion. In both instances see that 
the layers do not suffer from want of mois¬ 
ture. It is not yet too late to propagate 
Pinks from cuttings inserted in sandy soil 
under handliglits. A more rough-and- 
ready method of increasing stock is to 
break up the old plants and to plant tufts 
of the best pieces of growths found on the 
outsides of the former, allowing four to six 
growths to each tuft. Sometimes roots are 
found attached, but., in any ease, they 
swill become well rooted and established if 
properly planted and afterwards kept well 
watered. 

Bedding plants. —As the time will soon 
lie at hand for propagating tho various 
kinds of bedding plants needed for another 
season, an estimate of the numbers re¬ 
quired should lie arrived at so that pre¬ 
parations for carrying out the propagation 
promptly can he made. In the meantime, 
whatever is required in the way of boxes, 
pots, and pans should be cleaned and made 
ready, or, if the boxes arc in need of re¬ 
pair or new ones wanted, the matter should 
have attention. Tho requisite quantity of 
compost should also be mixed and placed in 
a convenient spot ready for use. 

Leeks. —The main batch of plants is 
sufficiently advanced to have soil drawn to 
tho stems. Leeks will grow very rapidly 
from now onwards, especially if the ground 
bo dressed with a fertiliser. 

Plant cleaning.— Shortness of labour will 
in the majority of cases have prevented 
the usual amount of attention being be¬ 
stowed on this in the present season. An 
effort should, however, be made to cope 
with it—i.e., where the need is pressing, 


before a more busy time comes, and so that 
tho plants may be in a satisfactory condi¬ 
tion ere winter sets in. Wet days afford 
an opportunity for getting much work of 
this description carried out, but where a 
considerable number of plants is grown the 
best plan is to make a start and go through 
with it regardless of the weather. Where 
female labour is employed this kind of work 
can be safely relegated to them, and be 
more efficiently carried out than by men, 
as their fingers are not only more deft, but 
it is to them a less tedious business. An 
efficient insecticide must be provided for 
the cleaning of the plants, also sponges 
and brushes with which to apply it, as well 
as a tub or other means for rinsing the 
plants afterwards. To keep insects in 
check after cleaning has been effected the 
plants should be syringed occasionally late 
m the afternoon with a weak solution of 
an insecticide, vaporising also with a nico¬ 
tine compound every fortnight or so if 
mealy-bug is detected. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Pears. —The fruits, having been thinned, 
are now swelling freely, and at present 
both the growth and fruit are very clean. 
The-summer pruning has been completed, 
but it is still necessary to stop later 
growths at a point one or two leaves above 
where the shoot, was previously stopped. 
Any shoot growing unduly strong should 
be stopped to maintain the proper balance 
of the tree. Established trees bearing 
heavy crops derive groat benefit from occa¬ 
sional dressings of manure, but in the case 
of young vigorous trees this would result 
in an abundance of unfruitful growth. 

Fig-trees. —Remove all weak and useless 
shoots to prevent overcrowding of the prin¬ 
cipal branches, also any suckers that glow 
from the base of tho tree should be taken 
away. The shoots that aro retained 
should he short-jointed and firm. Thin the 
fruits to three or four on each shoot. Old 
trees carrying heavy crops and that are 
planted in well-drained, restricted borders 
should he mulched and fed with liquid 
manure or some other stimulant until the 
fruits show signs of ripening, after which 
the supply of moisture must be decreased 
or the fruits are liable to split. Care 
must be taken not to overfeed young trees 
that are growing freely, or gross and un¬ 
fruitful wood will be the result. Syringe 
the trees occasionally on warm afternoons 
to prevent red-spider. Figs should not be 
gathered until quite ripe. 

Loganberries, having been cleared of 
their fruits, may bo treated in much the 
same way as advised for Raspberries (in 
previous notes). This Bramble will cover 
a large area of trellis work, and the 
growths should on no account be shortened. 
Where space does not allow for their ex¬ 
tension they may be twisted backward and 
forward along wires. This makes an ad¬ 
mirable subject for covering pergolas or 
rustic arches in or about the kitchen 
garden. 

Souvenir de la Malmaison Carnations.— 

Tho one-year-old plants have passed out of 
flower, and will now be repotted, giving 
each a good shift according to the strength 
of tho plant. A suitable compost consists 
of good loam, a little mortar rubble, wood 
ashes, silver sand, and a small quantity of 
bone-meal. The pots must be clean and 
well drained and the soil made very firm. 
After repotting, the plants aro placed in a 
well ventilated house and watered care¬ 
fully. The earliest layered plants will soon 
ho ready for potting. The young plants 
are given plenty of light and air, the shad¬ 
ing afforded at the time of layering being 
gradually removed. The compost used for 
these young plants is the same as for the 
old plants, only omitting the bone-meal. 
Three-inch pots are a suitable size. Pot 
firmly, keeping the collar of tho plant above 
the soil. When potted, the plants will be 
placed in a cold frame having an ash 
bottom. Water the plants after potting, 
and spray them lightly overhead until they 
have recovered from the check to tho roots, 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



456 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


August 18, 1917 


Onions sow n in heat and planted out will 
now he nearing maturity. One of the prin¬ 
cipal points in regard to the keeping quali¬ 
ties of Onions is that they should be 
thoroughly ripened and lifted early. The 
beds should be examined and all deformed 
bulbs removed. The rough skins should 
then be carefully removed from the perfect 
bulbs to prevent them holding water, when 
the outer skin will ripen to a nice brown 
colour. By the end of the present month 
the whole of the crop should be carefully 
harvested. Main crop Onions sown in 
drills in the open have made good progress. 
These will now have their tops turned 
down. This is best done with the hands, 
exposing the bulbs as much as possible to 
the sun. A sowing of White Emperor, 
White Leviathan. Blood Bed, Lemon 
Rocca, and Ailsa Craig will be made about 
the middle of this month to stand the 
winter. 1 tind the best plan in this locality is 
to sow these on a well prepared border and 
transplant in early spring. A second sow¬ 
ing will be made the first week in Sep¬ 
tember. Continue to sow seed of the best 
varieties of 

Spinach at frequent intervals on well- 
manured ground in different parts of the 
garden. The ground should lie broken 
down very finely, the surface thoroughly 
dressed with soot and burnt garden refuse, 
and the whole raked down to a very fine 
tilth. Make another sowing of 

Parsley on well-prepared ground on a 
south border. This will furnish good 
plants for placing in cold frames for winter 
use. Thin out earlier sowings and apply 
frequent dustings of fresh soot. A batch 
of 

Batavian Endive will be planted now for 
a supply during October and November. 
Any part of the garden is suitable for tliis, 
but the latest batch for outside cultivation 
will be grown on a well raised holder fac¬ 
ing south, where some protection can he 
afforded during frost or heavy rains. 
Another sowing will be made at the pre¬ 
sent time to provide plants for growing in 
cold frames, into which they will he trans¬ 
planted as soon as large enough to handle. 
If this system is adopted the plants become 
established before the autumn is far ad¬ 
vanced. The lights are left off the frames 
until the approach of frost, when they are 
placed over the plants at night, but re¬ 
moved again during the early part of the 
day. A sowing of 

Corn salad may lie made now to furnish 
plants for use during the autumn. Sow 
the seeds thinly in shallow drills and give 
liberal supplies of water to ensure a quick 
growth. When the plants are large enough 
thin to 0 inches apart. Hoe the ground 
frequently, and never allow the plants to 
suffer from want of water. Make fre¬ 
quent sowings of 

Lettuce during August to ensure a full 
supply of heads through the autumn. 
Much of the success of this crop depends 
on the weather for the next two months, 
and it is advisable to make small sowings 
at frequent intervals in order to have a 
selection of plants. The seedlings should 
be transplanted as soon as large enough 
to a sheltered situation, and where the 
plants can be protected from earlv frost. 
Hardy White Cos, Brown Cos, All the Year 
Round, and Maximum are good varieties 
for present sowing, as they will not he 
harmed by a few degrees of frost. 

The work in the vegetable garden will 
not be so pressing now os it. has been re¬ 
cently, for most of the crops for winter sup¬ 
plies will he fast maturing, and later crops 
have been sown or planted in their winter 
quarters. The ground should he cleared of 
all weeds and rubbish, which should be 
consumed on the smother fire, and every¬ 
thing made to appear as tidy and workman¬ 
like as possible. F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Cabbage seed. —This was sown for the 
first planting in the course of the week. 
The varieties were Elbim's Early, First and 
Best, and Enfield Market. This sowing 
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will he supplemented in a fortnight’s time 
by another. As the soil was very dry, it 
was thoroughly watered, the seeds being 
coated with red lead previous to being 
sown. 

Leeks.—A welcome rain having moist¬ 
ened the soil the transplanting of Leeks 
has been completed. The varieties used at 
this time are Renton’s Monarch and the 
old Musselburgh. Both, and especially 
the latter, are very hardy, make fine, clean 
stems, and from this present planting are 
available from January, or before, until 
May. In transplanting Leeks, it is in 
some districts a common practice to reduce 
the roots and shorten the leaves. This is 
not only unnecessary hut undesirable. A 
little reflection would show that the mutila¬ 
tion of foliage and of roots, combined with 
the check of transplanting, might conceiv¬ 
ably cripple the plants for good. 

Carrots _A final sowing out-of-doors has 

been made. Generally, Carrots are a pre¬ 
carious crop in these gardens, but they 
have been a success during the present 
season. This is attributed to some extent 
to rather deeper sowing than is customary 
and partly to keeping the lines regularly 
dressed with soot. Whatever the reason, 
no maggot is apparent, the crops being 
clean and regular. The sowing, there¬ 
fore, of seeds in frames will not be neces¬ 
sary for some little time yet. The present 
sowing was of that useful, if rather small, 
Carrot Early Nantes. 

Turnips. —As recently indicated, late 
sowings did not, owing to the drought, 
germinate at all well, and resowing was 
needful. Good breadths were put in of 
Beck’s Golden Stone and of the strap- 
leaved Six-weeks White Turnip. The 
former is a useful and reliable Turnip, but 
it does not turn in so quickly as the latter. 
Late-sown Swedes were thinned, and 
former sowings of the same variety were 
finally gone over and individual roots re¬ 
ceived more space. 

Autumn-sown Onions _These, having 

almost attained to their full growth, were 
bent- over in order to hasten the ripening. 
These Onions are occasionally left too long 
in the ground, with the result that a 
second growth is induced, and when 
harvested the bulbs fail to keep well. 
They ought to he lifted, in a general way, 
inside of a fortnight after the seeds for 
next season’s crop are sown. This would 
make lifting time, approximately, during 
the last week in August. 

Spring Onions —Plants raised in heat 
are yet making excellent growth. Usually, 
these are assisted by applications of 
chemical manure or of tank liquid, but 
during the present season they are receiv¬ 
ing no adventitious aid. Indeed, I am not 
quite sure that Onions for long keeping 
are not better when not too highly fed. In 
the latter case they are apt to ho soft and 
to decay, or start into growth earlier than 
those which have been grown without 
stimulants. ’ 

Chervil and Parsley _Final sowings of 

those have been made, both in convenient 
spots for protecting the plants should occa¬ 
sion arise during the winter. A four-sash 
cold-frame will be filled with Parsley seed¬ 
lings from this sowing, these forming a 
very useful stand-by during snowstorms in 
winter and spring. 

Spinach Beet. —A sowing was made of 
this at a rather earlier date than usual. 
In a general way, this is never sown until 
the second week of August, Imt a sowing 
made now may bridge over a period of 
scarcity in the event of September being, 
as it very often is here, the driest month 
of the year. 

Late Peas.— Lines of Autocrat are 
promising remarkably well, and have been 
freely watered in the course of the week. 
A lore than usual is being grown of this 
variety to supply the want caused by the 
scarcity of that most excellent late Pea, 
The Gladstone. Autocrat is, perhaps, 
scarcely the equal of the latter ill quality, 
but it is equally free cropping, robust in 
growth, and mildew very seldom attacks it. 


French Beans. —In order to keep the 
supply up Jet the pods he regularly picked 
whether required for immediate use or not. 
If there are more pods than can be used 
they may be preserved for use during 
winter by bottling or by salting. 

Globe Artichokes _The heads of Arti¬ 

chokes, too, ought not to he permitted to 
become too large before being cut. When 
planted in deep, rich soil no mulching is 
necessary, but where the staple is light the 
plants relish a top-dressing of rotted 
manure or even of roughly-screened loaf- 
mould if manure is scarce. 

Fruit-picking now claims attention, but, 
with the exception of Gooseberries, this 
will not lie such a prolonged business as 
usual. Red and White Currants have 
turned out much about the average, but 
Black Currants are the thinnest crop for 
many years. Late Strawberries, owing to 
the lack of timeout; rain and of time to 
water them, have been very disappointing, 
and although Raspberry canes are carry¬ 
ing good crops, ripening is later by a fort¬ 
night, while the berries do not seem as 
if they would reach to their usual size. 

Fruit-trees on walls _Summer pruning 

and training have during the week been 
completed. In the case of Peaches and 
Nectarines the wood has been so disposed 
as to give the fruits a maximum of ex¬ 
posure to the sun. Crops in both cases are 
heavy, and now that stoning is practically 
finished ill the ease of Royal George, Stir¬ 
ling Castle, and Dvmond among Peaches, 
and of Humboldt and Stamvick Elruge 
among Nectarines, a final thinning will be 
given to the fruits. Even then the yield 
will he heavy, and to carry the trees on, 
free waterings with a weak stimulant will 
he given at close intervals. 

Potting. —During the week some arrears 
of potting were brought up to date. The 
earliest Cinerarias have gone into their 
flowering pots, the intermediate shift hav¬ 
ing been skipped. These are plunged to 
the rim in ail ash bed out-of-doors, where 
they lose the sun early in the afternoon. 
Various odds and ends among stove plants 
were attended to, and several good pieres 
of Coleus were moved into 9-inch pots. 
Gesneras received a moves on, as did Lor¬ 
raine Begonias. Cuttings of Hydrangeas, 
Coleus thyrseddeus, and Aealyphas were 
put in, as wore loaf cuttings of some good 
seedling Gloxinias and of tuberous double- 
flowering Begonias. W. McGvffocs. 

Baimac Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


BRITISH-GROWN Bl'LH SHOW. 
Exuirits of these were fewer and com¬ 
petition less keen than was the case a year 
ago, though enough was shown to demon¬ 
strate the superiority of the British-grown 
article, more particularly of Daffodils and 
Tulips, the latter being superior to any¬ 
thing we have seen before. The following 
are brief particulars: — 

In the amateurs’ section for ten varie¬ 
ties. of which five at least must l>o 
Daffodils. Mr. George Stocks, Bentley 
Road, Doncaster, was first, showing the 
more popular Daffodils, as Monarch, Mine, 
do Grand'. Lucifer, and Weardale Perfec¬ 
tion, and Darwin Tulips. 

In the open class for Daffodils in not 
more than twenty varieties nor more than 
twenty bulbs of any variety Messrs. .1. R 
Pearson and Sons were first, with a splen¬ 
did lot of clean, handsome, and solid bulbs, 
Cajiellu, Seagull. Mine, do Gmail, Yaga, 
Florence IVarson, Weardale Perfection, 
Empress, Emperor, Gloria Mundi, .1. B. M. 
Oanini, and P. It. Barr were among the 
best known. In that from Messrs. It. II. 
Bath. Limited, who were placed second, 
Bernardino. Crystal Queen, King Alfred. 
Sir Watkin. Emperor, and Mm?, de GrnnIT 
were the more weighty sorts, a very fine 
collection being staged. Messrs. Hogg and 
Robertson, who showed firm, medium- 
sized bulbs, were placed third. 

For a collection of Tulijrs in not more 
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than twenty varieties nor more than 
twenty bulbs of any one variety five com¬ 
petitors entered, the first prize going to 
Messrs. J. It. l’earson and Sons for a 
magnificent collection wholly of Darwins, 
save one. Than the produce shown 
nothing could possibly be finer. Techni¬ 
cally correct, doubtless, such an exhibit 
represents but one section of the Tulip 
family, and which, probably, was not 
exactly what the compilers of the schedule 
intended. Psyche, Faust, Ant. Roozen, 
Farncombe Sanders, Moralis, Pride of 
Haarlem, Violet Queen, Fra Angelico, and 
Marie were some of those shown, though 
all were superb in the extreme. Mr. (J. 
Monro, Jr., was second with a more repre¬ 
sentative collection, which included only 
four varieties of Darwins, the remainder 
being early bedding sorts, single and 
double, with May-flowering sorts ns Mrs. 
Moon. The perfectly-fiqished bulbs demon¬ 
strated the most skilful cultivation, and 
this and the representative character of 
the collection would have weighed heavily 
with some judges. Da Reine, Prince of 
Austria, Washington, Sir T. Upton, Rose 
gris do tin, Keizer's Kroon, and Princess 
Helena were among those shown. Messrs. 
Hogg and Robertson, who showed singles 
well, were placed third. Messrs. R. II. 
Rath, Limited, were fourth. 

Two exhibitors staged in the miscel¬ 
laneous class for thirty sorts (exclusive of 
Daffodils), consideration being given to 
diversity of genera and species. In this 
Messrs. Barr and Sons were an excellent 
first, their weighty lot including lino 
basket groups of Iris bucharica, I. 
Susiana, Anemone fulgens, Oxalis flori- 
bunda, Oolchicums, English Iris, Alstro- 
merias, Sparaxig Scarlet Gem, Muecaris, 
Eremuri, and I/eueojum Gravetye Giant 
among others. Messrs. Hogg and Robert¬ 
son were second, having superb examples 
of Mnscnri conicum, M. e. Heavenly Blue, 
Dutch Irises, Sparaxis Fire King, 
Ixias, Colehiciim, Ranunculus aslaticus, 
Gladiolus Ackermani, Chionodoxa, and 
IJyacinthus azureus. 


BEES. 

ISLE OF WIGHT DISEASE. 

Ih this date the crates should be off all 
hives, except those which are specially on 
for Heather honey. Excluder zincs will be 
off, too, top bars scraped clean, calico 
quilts, with covered hole, laid on flat, and 
wartiling quilts on the top of all. 

There is little to advise boc-keepers to 
do for tlic present in the ordinary course, 
but in these dangerous days of I lie highly 
infectious and hitherto deadly Isle of 
Wight disease we all should take preven¬ 
tive measures, as a national duty as well 
as for our own personal advantage. What 
shall these preventive measures be? 
Surely to do something towards staying 
the plague. A simple and efficacious cure, 
used successfully oil stocks which were in 
an absolutely hopeless state of Isle of 
Wight disease, is the Ilneterol cure. It 
really seems to be genuinely a cure—on the 
word, based on happy experience, of those 
who have kept bees for many years. If a 
cure, then a preventive, too. Without 
venturing into the mystifying realms where 
a technical description of this devastating 
scourge would lead us, it will probably 
suffice to know that up to the present 
nothing has boon discovered which will kill 
the spore, or sort of protoplasm or first 
germ of tlic disease, in the bee, except, ap¬ 
parently, this bactericide called “ Bac- 
terol.” It is non-poisonous, and so can 
be used without risks to llio user, or even 
to the bee—in fact, the bee has to drink it 
in the process of cui/fTftid Js sahi Jot.to 
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object to this germicide in any way. In¬ 
fected stocks are said to be cured with 
Bacteroi, healthy stocks are safe-guarded 
by it. Our plain duty is to get it, and use 
it according to the simple instructions pro¬ 
vided by the manufacturers, Bacteroi, 
Limited, London, N. Therefore, before 
finishing off the packing up of hives, men¬ 
tioned at the commencement of this article, 
thoroughly spray the bees and tlie combs 
with tlie Bacteroi solution. On hot days 
when bees are likely to be found “ hanging 
out” a bit on the front of the hive, spray 
there, too, and on the ground around. 
Later on, when feeding is in progress, 
medicate each pint of syrup with one tea- 
spoonful of the general Bacteroi, and stir 
in, when the syrup is just warm. Winter 
candy, when given, should ho medicated 
also, but it will be convenient to most of us 
to buy this candy ready treated. B. It. II. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Black-spot on Rose leaves (Mrs. Blyth). 
—(1) The R ose leaves have been attacked 
by black-spot, which can lie cured by spray¬ 
ing with copper solution, the recipe for 
making which is as follows:—Carbonate 
of copper, 1 oz. ; carbonate of ammonia, 
5 oz. Mix these together in a quart of hot 
water and then add l(j gallons of water. 
Apply at intervals of a few days until you 
are satisfied that the fungus has been 
cleared. (2) The leaves have also been 
eaten by the larvae of the Rose sawfly or 
slug worm, wliioh devours tile upper part 
of the leaf. This may be destroyed by 
spraying the leaves with a nicotine wash or 
paraffin emulsion. 

Phloxes failing (A. H. Dyke ?).—After 
carefully examining the shoots of Phloxes 
you send us, the only conclusion we can 
come to is that dryness at the roots is the 
cause of failure. Try what a good soaking 
of water and a heavy mulch of well-rotted 
manure will do. We have some large 

S lants of the fine white variety Mrs. E. H. 

enkins, which have been in the same posi¬ 
tion for several years, and they are now a 
mass of bloom. We take the precaution 
to top-dress the plants heavily with manure 
just as they start into growth in the 
spring, and if the weather is dry soak 
with water twice a week during the 
summer. 

TREES AND SHRUBS. 

Pruning the Oleander (A. .V., Torquay). 
—The Oleander is naturally of a loose, 
Willow-like style of growth, so that any 
attompt to keep it dwarf will result in the 
production of few, if any, blossoms, and, 
generally speaking, the more pruning the 
fewer flowers. Still, the plant may lie cut 
back to within a couple of feet of the pot 
as soon as flowering is over. Good, stout 
growths are very necessary for flowering, 
hence, in cutting hack, any weak and ex¬ 
hausted shoots inav he removed altogether. 
If you cut your plant I nick now you will 
get hut a poor floral display next year. 
VEGETABLES. 

Tomato—fruit or vegetable? (Geo. F. 
Fisher ).—Were the Tomato essentially a 
sweet fruit, such as is the hulk of what 
wo term dessert fruits, it is doubtful 
whether it would he so generally accept¬ 
able in its various cooked forms as it now 
is, yet the absence of that sweetness and 
flavour peculiar to most dessert fruits in 
no way detracts from its consumption in 
a ripe, uncooked state. The Tomato is 
always classed as a vegetable, and by com¬ 
mon consent has always been shown as 
such. Such common consent cannot ho 
ignored. Amongst fruit, of course, Toma¬ 
toes take a low position. It is so far a fact 
as to be undeniable that Tomatoes form a 
connecting link between fruits and veget¬ 
ables, whilst they have botanically as good 
a title to he termed fruit as anything else 
that is grown. 


Turnips bolting (A. N. Torquay ).—On 
some soils raising early Turnips is a diffi¬ 
cult matter, as unless carefully managed 
they may run to seed (which yours have 
done) at the very time they ought to he 
ready for use. Under these circumstances, 
unless your laud is very suitable for 
Turnip growing, April is quite soon enough 
to make the first sowing. A sprinkling of 
superphosphate applied when the seeds are 
sown will push on the crop, and should 
never be omitted when the fly is trouble¬ 
some. Sow in drills 1 foot apart, and thin 
the plants well out. During hot weather 
the drills should he thoroughly soaked 
with water previous to sowing the seeds. 
If the seeds lie too long in the soil the 
plants always come patchy and weakly. 
You give us no idea as to the soil, but if 
it is light the evil you complain of is sure 
to follow, more especially if you have not 
thinned out the seedlings freely. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Manure for Tomatoes (Leigh ).—Seeing 
that potash is at present unobtainable, 
you may either apply sulphate of ammonia 
at the rate of 1 oz. per square yard now 
and again during the season or make a 
useful mixture hv adding 1 lb. of the sul¬ 
phate to 2 lh. dried blood and 4 lb. bone- 
meal or superphosphate of lime, prefer¬ 
ably the latter. Apply 1 oz. to the square 
yard weekly. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

F. Y. S .—If you can keep out the frost, 
it would be better to spread the Potatoes 
on the floor, as they would very likely start 
into growth if stored in the sacks. A far 
better way would he to clamp them in the 

open air.- A. P. Calrntt. —Try Vilmorin 

et Cie., 4, Quai de la Megisserie, Paris.- 

F. P. S .—See article on “Storing Pota¬ 
toes,” in our issue of October 7th. 191(5, 
page 500, a copy of which can he had, post 

free, for 2)d. - Mrs. F. Otway Johnson .— 

Your Grapes are what is known as scalded. 
Sec reply to “S. C. Parker,” in our issue 
of August 11th, 1917, page 443. 

Names of plants_ T. J. P. —1, Agro- 

stemma coronaria ; 2, Euphorbia Latlivris ; 
3, Prunella vulgaris; 4, Lychnis dioica 

fl.-pl.- II. C. —1, Campanula carpatica ; 

2, Campanula glomerata; 3, Campanula 

isophylla alba; 4. Campanula fragilis.- 

E. T. E. —1, Hypericum calycinum; 2, 
Mimulus cardinalis: 3, Matricaria inodora 

fl.-pl. : 4, Veronica longifolia.-■/. IF. E. 

—1, Diplacus glutinosus; 2, Trachelium 
cceruleum; 3, Hieracimn aurantiaeum ; 4, 

Fuchsia fulgens.- II. A .—1, Escallonia 

marrantha; 2, Tamarix gallioa : 3, Rhus 
Cotinus; 4. Spirma Filipendula flore-pleno. 

- J. B. ./. —1, Zephyranthes carinata ; 2, 

Ecliinops Ritro; 3, Achillea ptarmica 

fl.-pl. ; 4, Sedum oarneum variegatum.- 

Kerriensis .—Specimen insufficient.;- -Oxo. 

— Trachelium cceruleum.- Vin-Nin. — 

Centaurea macreeephala.- Spotidonian. 

—White Mignonette (Reseda alba).- 

Alice M. Dumas. —1, Berberis Aquifolium ; 
2, From your description, we should say 
that the Cherry is Prunus serrulata. var. 
Veitehiana (syn. P. s. Jas. H. Veiteh). 


CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

J. Peed and Sons, West Norwood, S.E. 
—List of Bulhs and Seeds for Autumn 
Sowing. 

R. Wallace and Co., Colchester.-— 

Irises and Iris gardens. 


Death of Mr. Chas. T. Druery —,Tust as 
we go to press news comes to hand of the 
death on Wednesday, August 1st, at his 
residence, Sliaa Road, Acton, of this well- 
known authority on hardy Ferns. Few 
men had so intimate a knowledge of hardy 
Ferns, and his loss will he severely felt by 
those who took an interest in them. Ho 
was one of the original recipients of the 
Victoria Medal of Honour. 
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“Horse 
Shoe” 
Boilers 

FOR ECONOMY. 

LIST 82x Of 
Complete Appa¬ 
ratus post free. 

C.P. Kinnell B Co. 

Ltd. , 

65, Southwark St., 
LONDON, S.E. 1. 





LATEST 


BOILERS. 

THE VICTOR 

AND 

THE PARK. 

Lists qf Pi[»n find 
Fitting Free. 

I. W. Robinson 

Ltd., 

Dennis Iron 
Works, 

STOURBRIDGE. 


MANY YEARS RFPUTATION. 

EUREKA-"'*- 

LASTING RESULTS-NO.NEW EXPERIMENT. 


LABOUR SAVERS .’ Eureka" lawn sand. 
Soilfume Nicotine insecticioes Fumers. 
Sprays and other Chemicals a Sundries. 
See List Please ask your agent for ihl eureka 
' ARTICLES-They are ALWAYS SATISFACTORY If any 

Difficulty in obtaining we send direct, carriage paid 


Only Address:TOM LINSON & HAYWARD L? LINCOLN. 


iiionr cycles. 

Cash or monthly payments. 

Signed Guarantee for all time. 

Packed in crate free and carriage paid. 

8ince 1905 I have advertised in this paper, and have made 
and sold over '20,000Machines. Nt) EXTRAS: Hell, Pump, 
and everything included. Carriage paid YOU CAN 
It IDE AND TEST TU E MACH1N E F<)U 10 DA YS. 1F 
YOU DO NOT APPROVE I PAY ALL CARRIAGE. I 
have thousands of testimonials. Write to-day for copies 
and Catalogue, with illustrations and full specification — 
GEORGE BEATSON. LTD., “ LION CYCLE" WORKS, 
86. MOSELEY STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 

Advertisement Rates. 

Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


Line Advertisements. -Single insertions. 9d. per 
line, minimum three lines (about twenty words till the first 
three lines, and nine words each additional line). Front 
page, if guaranteed. Is. per line. No reduction for aeries. 

Terms for Display Advertisements, ids. per 
Inch (reduction for scries). 

Advertisers not having a regular account at the office 
must accompany their onlers with remittance. Orders and 
advertisement copy Bhoukl bo addressed — 

MANAGER, 

63, LINCOLN'S INN FIELDS, LONDON, W.C. 2. 


TTINF.S AND VINE CULTURE.—By A. F. 

V Barron. V M II (late Superintendent of the Royal 
Horticultural Society's Gardens). Illustrated. Price 5s. 
net; post free, 5s. 6d. Fifth edition. DeHcribes and Illus¬ 
trates the Latest Grape Culture.— MANAGER, 63, Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 


WANTED.—COTTAUE or BUNGALOW, 

* ’ furnished or unfurnished, 4 or 5 rooms and kitchen, 
water laid on, small garden, sunny aspect, quite near R, C. 
church or chapel, not far from station, within 30 or 40 miles 
W , 8.W., N.W. of London. Apply — M. W„" 6. St. 
Martin's House. Greville street, Lond on, E.C. 1. 

•THE APPLE in ORCHARD and GARDEN. 

-L —Containing full account of its culture, with special 
chapter on Apple Cookery. Price 6d. ; by post, 81. — 
PUBLISHER,63. Lincoln's Inn Fields. W.C. 2 

F OR SALE.—3 large Greenhouses (100 ft. by 

18 ft., 40ft. by 15 ft., 40 ft. by 14 ft ). Horse Mower, 
Roller with shafts, 1,200 ft. Heating Pipes, Gratings, Tanks, 
etc. Apply—F. C. EDDY, Endsleigh, Camborne. 


The latest day for receiving Advertise¬ 
ments is 


Digitized I 


isE£IDAY, 9 ami. 

Google 


AT POPULAR PRICES. 


The most reliable substii ute for stable manure, mixed 
by our special process, m cleaner to handle, and gives 
better results, anil ready for immediate use. Highly 
recommended by all Horticultural Societies, as specially 
adopted for mixing with the soil in preparing for the 
Spring and Summer Crops. 

Sent on receipt of P.O. 56 lbs . 2s. 6d. ; 1 rwt., 3s. 6-1 ; 
2 cwt.. G.? 6d. CARRIAGE PAID 60 milei by rail 
Over that add 3.1. per cwt. for every 50 miles, or part. 

A. W. MAS KELL & CO.. Ltd.. 

MASKELL’S WORKS. Dirleton Roatl, West Ham. 



™GUE m ' 

HORTICULTURAL AND 
PORTABLE BUILDINGS 

of every description. 

Conservatories, Forcing Houses, Rustic Houses, Frames, 
Lights, Heating Apparatus. Harrows. Mowers. Workshops. 
Stables, Motor and Cycle Houses, Cottages, Bungalows. 
Studios, Huts, Shelters, etc. Also see List for latest designs 
in Poultry Houses, Brooders, etc. 

743, Old Kent Road, 
LONDON, S.E, IS. 


W. COOPER, LTD., 


Sale of Surplus Stock. 


Wo still hold certain small stocks of 

CARDEN SEATS, CARDEN ENCINES & PUMPS, 
also CARDEN ROLLERS, WATER CARTS, 
CARDEN ARCHES, and HAND LIGHTS, 

which we shall be pleased to clear nt special prices, subject 
to being unsold. Particulars on application. 

BOULTON & PAUL, Ltd., ROSE LANEWORKS, 

NORWICH. 


VAPORITE 

Of All Seedsmen 

Sthawjom CvUmicai C« L" ra.QuecN Victoria Sv London 


KILLS 

INSECT! IN THE SOIL 


PROTECT YOUR CARDENS. iftlT g& 

small mesh ; will not rot ; ns supplied by me to the Royal 
Gardens. 100 yds by 1 yd., 5s ; or by 2 yds , 10e. Carriage 
paid H. J GABBON, The Net Works. Rye 

PREMATIONatGOLDER SCREEN,N.W.. 

V/ and WOKING.—Largo chapels, organ. Provision for 
deposit of urns, and for monuments. Less costly than 
burial. Descriptive booklet free on application to— LONDON 
CREMATION CO., 324. Regent-street, W Telegrams, 
•'Crematorium, Loudon." Telephone, 1907 Garrard. 

A DICTIONARY of ENGLISH NAMES of 

-TL PLANTS—In two Parts: English-Latin nnd Latin 
English. By Win. Miller. 12s. ; post free, 12s. Gd. "A work 
of value which extends over a largo field, including culti 
rated native and foreign plants, trees and shrilba."— 7wits. 
—PUBLISHER, 63, Lincoln s Inn Fields, London. W.C. J. 


.GLASS., 


Special Prices for Cash with Order In HulL 
CLASS. 4/21 oz. 


Boxes, 100 200 j Boxes, 100 900 

sq.ft- «q. ft. I sq.ft, sq.ft. 

8 x 6ui. .. . 26 6 45- 12, 14, 16. 1G. 18, T 

9 x 7in . 29 - 47 6 *• II x I2.n I " 72 ‘ 

10 x 8iti . 33 6 59- I6 l’ 7 - 18 i 2“ O 

12.13.n ir.x8in. 35- 6C- I » »%'«.« }**'• 75- 

11.I2.I3.I* X ail. 366 623 ' I 

12,13.11 x10111 39- 67 - j 20.22, 24 x l5in 1 

13 * Hill 40- 68 - 18. 20, 22. 24 X J 46.-- 79- 

16,18,20 x lOir ' — ‘ 


16.J8.2Ux 11 in. 


42- 72 


PUTTY. Best S«»rt.- 
4 6; lllbs , 2 6. 


20,22,21 x ISin. 48’- 82- 
cwt., 116; jewt., 7 9; \ cwt., 


DIAMONDS. 7 6 and 10/6 eaoh. 

GLASS CUTTERS. 6-wheel, 1 6 eaoh. 

BEST MIXED PAINTS.— 7-1 h. lever tins. White, 

10 a stone; ordinary colours, 7/- per stone. 

I”. & T. ROSS, I.TD., 

i—BURTON ST.. HULL. Eatab. 1813. w 



BEAUTIFUL 

CDLDURED PLATES OF FLOWERS 

FOR. 

SCREENS AND SCRAP BOOKS. 


Si ho 12 inches by inches. 

Very suitable for framing or keeping 
Portfolios for Students and others. 


3 Specimen Copies, 6d. ; 12 for 16 ; 
25 for 3 -: 50 for 5 6 ; 100 for 10/- 


All post free. If elt assorted, or customers own 
selection. Specimen plate, post free, 3d. 


Address: MANAGER, 

63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 


When writing Gardening firms please mention 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


If you arc interested in this week’s 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three months, 2/6 ; six 
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will receive the year’s complete Index to the volume free of charge. 
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WILD FLOWERS IN THE GRASS. 
Writing on this subject (p. 439), Mr. 
Pereival Turnbull says: “I often wonder 
why gardeners do not make more experi¬ 
ments with British wild flowers.” I quite 
agree with him. Some of our native 
flowers are infinitely superior in effective¬ 
ness and beauty to many exotic tilings 
which trouble the grower by reason of the 
very different conditions which prevail in 
the laud of their birth. The little blue 
Scabious is charming, the common Con¬ 
volvulus minor, the Centaury (Erythraa 
Ontaurea), the tdue Vetch, and the 
Scabious are suiierior to many cultivated 
plants. It is curious to note how certain 
forms of plant life whicli cultivation ap- 
|iears to have exterminated have only re¬ 
mained dormant, waiting, it would seem, 
fur the restoration of the old conditions 
to once again come into their own. A field 
here, which must have been cultivated in 
the ordinary manner for centuries, was 
allowed for several years to become 
derelict. Wild flow'ers came up there in 
great abmidniice, several of which 1 had 
not seen growing in the locality. It is not, 
however, native flowers alone that could 
tinil congenial conditions in the Grass. 
Many cultivated hardy plants will succeed 
in the Grass. Some, I am convinced, 
would be happier there than on the bare 
soil. Failures in naturalising hardy 
plants are often due to putting out small 
pieces which have not the strength to hold 
their own against growing herbage, 
whereas strong specimens would "give a 
good account of themselves. 
liyflcct. J. Corniiiix. 


NOTES OF THE WEEK. 


Hydrangeas in Cornwall. —The Hydran¬ 
geas are just coming into bloom now. It 
is rather curious that on the left in the 
photograph showing the Hydrangeas, 
which is the south side, the flowers ore all. 
without exceptiou, blue. On the north side, 
where they get more sun, some are en¬ 
tirely pink, others are blue and pink on 
the same bush. They all came from the 
same stock, and the first flowers are 
always pink. —Major R. W. C. Vvwax, 
Trcican , $t. Columb, Cornu'dll. 


Poterium obtusum _I enclose you n 

spray of Poterium obtusum which we 
introduced a few years back from Japan. 
It is one of our best new border plants. 
It is perfectly hardy, thriving in any gar¬ 
den border; height 2J feet to 3 feet; 
(lowering from early July to middle of 
August. Foliage is good and of a nice 
fresh green. The plant is very free-flower¬ 
ing. I thought same would interest you.— 
J. W. Harr. 

[A distinct and, when well grown, effec¬ 
tive plant, and its foliage is graceful.— 
Ed.) 


Veronica virginica, Wolley-Dod’s variety. 

—I received Ibis a good many years ago 
from the late Rev. C. Wolley-Dod, of Edge 
Hall, Mnlpns, Cheshire. Although called 
by the above name, Sir. Wolley-Dod con¬ 
sidered that it was a hybrid between V. 
virginica and some other Veronica. It 
is a noble Speedwell, growing, even in dry 


soil, to 4 feet or 5 feet in height. The 
flowers, in good .spike^a* - e of a pienKing 
light lilac or blue, ani tlici iy vcs^Art. ih 


whorls like those of V. virginica. It is a 
more vigorous plant with me, and its 
flowers are more useful for cutting.—S. 
Ahxott. 

Cistus ladaniferus in Renfrewshire.— Is 

Mr. Arnott sure about this species, which 
lie reports from Formakin and says that 
lie knows growing in several Scottish gar¬ 
dens? I have never met with it but once 
in Scotland, and that was many years ago 
in the late Dr. Lowe's garden near Edin¬ 
burgh. Many times have I seen plants 
named C. ladaniferus, hut they have 
always turned out to lie C. cyprius, bear¬ 
ing several flowers on a stalk and having 
hairs on the flower-stalks and calyx, 
whereas the true C. ladaniferus bears 
solitary flowers, and the calyx and flower- 
stalk are glabrous. C. cyprius is reputed 
to be a natural hybrid between C. ladani¬ 
ferus and 0. lnurifolius.— Herbert Max¬ 
well, Monreith. 

Iris orientalis. —It may be well to call 
attention nt this season to this handsome 
Iris for those who are planting by the 
sides of streams or ponds, or, for that 
matter, who wish to add to their good 
border Irises of distinct npiiearnnce. A 
moisture lover, I. orientalis (syn. I. oebro- 
leucn) does not disdain a border, even if 
comparatively dry, and will flower there 
quite freely. It is most at home, however, 
by tlie side of or even in shallow water. 
There are several forms of tills Iris, that 
figured by Mr. Riekatson Dykes not being 
so broad in its falls and standards as that 
which I have had for many years.— 
S. Arnott. 

Violettas.— These neat and free-flower¬ 
ing forms of the Tufted Pansy are not so 
popular as they deserve, probably because 
they are not boomed so much as new varie¬ 
ties of the more generally met with Tufted 
Pansies. One point in favour of Violettas 
is their true perennial habit; indeed, I 
think that the plants do not show their 
full beauty until they have been estab¬ 
lished for three or four years. They 
never, although left for years, become ob¬ 
trusive, and their duration of bloom is 
wonderful. There are clumps here in 
front of a Rose border which have not 
been interfered with for six—possibly 
seven—years, and to me the display seems 
to become better with every passing year. 
—W. McG., lialmae. 

Coreopsis lanceolata. — Although the 
annual Coreopsis are largely grown, the 
perennial kinds are not frequently met 
with ; but they have merits which should 
recommend them to lovers of hardy flowers. 
C. lanceolata, often called grnndiflora, 
attains, under good culture, a height of 
between 3 feet and 4 feet, forms a some¬ 
what compact hush, bearing numerous 
bright yellow blooms, which are quite de¬ 
void of tlie coarseness which characterises 
so many yellow hardy flowers, and when 
used in a cut state, they have almost as 
light and graceful an appearance as tlie 
Paris Daisies. Not being fastidious as to 
soil, and flowering continuously for a con¬ 
siderable period, lliis Coreopsis cannot fail 
to give satisfaction wherever grown. 

Roses and suokers. Probably from the 
absence of tlie gardener nt tlie war, 
suckers were never such an eyesore and 
nuisance. I thought. Grand Due de 
Luxembourg one that would live on tlie 
Brier, but this year the unwelcome suckers 


stand clear above tlie Rose—an instance of 
a Rose that seems to thrive on the Brier, 
but in tlie end gives way. Some, like 
Marquis de Sinety, one of the Roses of 
which the loss is put down to other causes 
than the true one. never grow well. For 
me the remedy is getting in cuttings in 
September direct where I wisli a proved 
Rose to grow. Alme. Waddell is a great 
Tea Rose with me, but I see the Dog 
suckers coming up, so it will be rooted in 
the same way, keeping the old group until 
tlie own-root plants have made a year's 
growth. This Rose lias withstood the rain 
storms for a whole week better than any 
other I grow.—W. 

Phile3la buxifolla. Much Interested in 
tin's attractive shrub from its laud of 
beautiful things, we have been making 
some Inquiries about it, and have this 
from Sir Fred. Moore, Glasnevin :— 
Philesla does only fairly well here. 
We are on the limestone, and it hates 
lime. It does well in Co. Wicklow and 
in other parts of Ireland, and lives for 
years. Peaty soil and a moist, shady 
position suit it well. It also does well 
in Co. Antrim. Mr. T. Smith, of Newry, 
bus it good. I have it in tlie rock gar¬ 
den in peat, and it is quite hardy 
there, but does not do nearly so well 
as in other districts. It is a very 
lovely tiling. The finest plants I ever 
saw were witli tlie late Mr. Crawford, 
Lakelands, Co. Cork. 

Spiraea palmata, forms of.— This, more 
variable than is generally supposed, as, 
apart from tlie white variety—that known 
as S. p. purpurascens, which lias purplish 
leaves—and S. p. elegans (a doubtful 
variety of palmata), there are varying 
shades of rose or red flowers with a slight 
difference in the habit of the plants. I 
know one garden in which there is a very 
beautiful form of S. palmata with a 
dwarfer habit and rose flowers of tlie most 
charming tint. This is known there as 
Marles’s variety, and is said to have lieen 
brought by Mr. Maries from Japan. The 
other day, when in the garden of Captain 
W. I). Cassady, at Bessy's Croft, Lnuris- 
ton, Kirkcudbrightshire, I saw a very tine 
deep rose-coloured variety a little taller 
than Mnries's one and of a different tint of 
rose. This is one of the best varieties I 
have seen.—S. Arnott. 

The Spanish Broom (Spartium juneenm). 
—Among the comparatively few Pea- 
flowered shrubs now in flower tlie Spanish 
Rroora is tlie most striking and beautiful. 
Tlie species is a native of the countries of 
South-western Europe, but it is hardy in 
all but exceptional winters, such ns that 
of lS94-fi, wlicn it was out back or killed 
outright in many places. The whole 
flower is of a bright yellow, varying, how¬ 
ever, in depth of shade in different plants. 
The shrub is of erect growth and the spikes 
terminate I he shoot; one spike will bear 
twenty or more flowers, about lialf-a-dozen 
of which are open at one time. The leaves, 
which are few, measure from 1 inch to 
2 inches long and are quite narrow. The 
young stems are very Rusli-llko, being 
dark green, slender, and largely tilled witli 
pith. Seeds ripen in abundance and they 
.afford the best means of increase. Tlie 
habit of the shrub is improved by tbo 
shoots being frequently stopped when it is 

youngr'*'" ” * 
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Helianthemum surrejanum. — I have 
been very much Interested in rending in 
Gabdenino for June llith, 3917 (p. 322) 
your note about Helianthemum surre¬ 
janum. As I am engaged ui>on a Flora of 
Surrey I am most anxious to find out 
exactly what plant Smith intended in 
Eng. Hot. XXXI., 2,207 (1810), where the 
plate shows a small-flowered, narrow- 
petnlled form. I did not know this H. 
surrejanum (which Syrne said was either 
“a garden variety or monstrosity of H. 
vuignre”) was still in cultivation, and I 
should value very much indeed a cutting. 
Babington considered that the Surrey 
plant was a monstrosity of H. vulgare and 
not the species figured in Eng. Bot. from 
Dickson's garden. If that is correct, one 
wonders what Dickson’s garden plant 
might be.—O. E. Salmon, Pilgrims' Way, 
Peigale. 

Anemonopsis macrophylla— This rare 
and distinct subject was one of the most 
interesting hardy plants exhibited before 
the Royal Horticultural Society on the 
31st ult., when Mr. J. C. Allgrove staged 
several specimens in flower. Three feet or 
so high, the expanded flowers are, to some 
extent, suggestive of those of Anemone 
japoniea. Externally the sepals are of a 
reddish-purple, internally they are pale 
lilac, the imbricated petals purplish at the 
tips with white base, resolving themselves 
into a dainty cup rather more than i inch 
deep. The pale green biternate leaves, a 
sort of compromise between those of 
Astilbe and Cimieifuga and more elegant 
than those of either, are coarsely toothed 
and form a spreading tuft from out of 
which the loose, dark-stemmed racemes of 
flowers issue. It is difficult to understand 
why this plant is not more frequent in 
gardens. It is quite happy in cool, loamy 
soil, and perfectly hardy. Rare rather 
than novel, it having been introduced from 
Japan in 1SG9, its merits so far have only 
been recognised by a botanical certificate 
awarded it in 1909. It is, however, worth 
tile attention of all hardy plant growers.— 
E. H. Jenkins. 

Stuartia pentagyna.— Some confusion 
exists regarding the spelling of this generic 
name, for it is sometimes spelled as above 
and at other times as Stewartia. The spell¬ 
ing of tiie name, however, makes no differ¬ 
ence to the garden value of the family. 
S pentagyna is a deciduous bush of 
shapely habit, growing from G feet In 
height to double that height, with a spread 
of 0 feet or more. The flowers, produced 
singly from the axils of the leaves during 
July and August, are rather like those of 
a single Camellia. The ]etuis are white, 
with often one which is not quite normal 
in shai>e of a reddish hue, the centre of 
tiie flower being formed of a mass of golden 
stamens. In the variety grandiflora, how¬ 
ever, the stamens are purple. As a rule, 
tiie flowers are each between 3 inches and 
4 inches across. Although introduced over 
a century ago, S. jientagyna is not com¬ 
mon, probably on account of its being 
rather difficult to propagate except from 
seeds, and partly from the fact that it is 
difficult to transplant and requires a cer¬ 
tain amount of shelter while young. Good 
results have been obtained by planting it 
in good, loamy, well-drained soil contain¬ 
ing a little peat and leaf-mould, amongst 
tall-growing Heaths, gradually removing 
the Heaths as the Stuartia required more 
room, thus removing tiie necessity of root 
disturbance by transplanting. It is a 
native of the Southern United States.—D. 

[As tiie plant was named in honour of 
John Stuart, then the proper spelling 
ought to be Stuartia. Tiie family names 
“Stuart” and “Stewart” are quite dis¬ 
tinct.—E d.] 

Digitized by 


FRUIT. 

STORING APPLES AND TEARS. 

As I have a good crop of Apples and Pears 
this season, I shall he glad of a few hints 
as to the best way of storing the same.— 
H. C. W. 

[Apples may he accommodated either in a 
cellar, provided it is not under a dwell¬ 
ing-house, on account of the odour arising 
from the fruit pervading the rooms above 
and proving objectionable, and in frost¬ 
proof outhouses or sheds in the event of 
no fruit-room proper being provided. The 
worst of all places are the upper rooms 
in a house or a loft over stables. In a 
building such as that briefly referred to in 
the answer to your query re storing Pota¬ 
toes. Apples would keep equally ns well as 
the Potatoes. Pears require a slightly 
warmer place than Apples, hut they, like 
■the latter, should not be placed iu lofts 
or vacant upstair rooms, otherwise the 
mid-season varieties will ripeii prema¬ 
turely and late ones shrivel. As they are 
not so strongly-scented as Apples, they 
may be put into a cellar, if the latter Is 
frost-proof, dry, and not too warm. 
Apples may, if necessary, be stored several 
layers thick, but Pears should never be 
laid out more than two layers thick, and 
be handled with much greater care than 
the former. Barrels, boxes, and large 
earthenware pans can he utilised for stor¬ 
ing Apples in, and late Pears also, when 
other conveniences, such as shelves, 
tabling, or staging, which can, however, 
be improvised for the occasion without 
much trouble and expense, are not avail¬ 
able. 

Many of our present-day fruit-rooms are 
much too elaborate. The finest fruit- 
room we have seen was the one in the 
Royal Horticultural Society’s Gardens, 
Chiswick, which was a lean-to built 
against a north wall, and with two or 
three stops at the entrance. The shelves 
were in tiers, which were latticed nud 
covered wi'tli sheets of white paiier, and 
ran from east to west, with a flat shelf 
running along the centre on which speci¬ 
mens of each Apple or rear were arranged 
for reference. The floor was an earthen 
one. A path went right round the room, 
so that it was quite easy to got at. any of 
the specimens when necessary. The 
windows were fitted with shutters, which 
were closed when the weather was severe. 
We never knew frost to enter. The 
Apples were kept on the north side, with 
the Tears on the south side. In this fruit- 
room the Apples and Pears used to keep 
and ripen well. A great point in the 
proper keeping of fruit is to maintain an 
equable temperature, the earthen floor 
going a long way towards this. No artifi¬ 
cial heat was ever used ; in fact, there was 
no provision for such. The temperature 
ranged from 40 degs. to 45 degs. A good 
fruit-room is certainly all-important, but 
another point, all too often lost sight of, is 
the careful harvesting of the fruit at the 
right moment.] 


PRUNING APPLE AND PEAR TREES. 
Wiiat is the right time for pruning Apples 
and Pears (espalier and pyramid) ? Is it 
well to do a preliminary pruning now, so 
as to allow the sun to get at the fruit?— 
H. C. W. 

[Yes; the young shoots on the espalier 
and pyramid Apple and rear trees should 
certainly be summer pruned, and the pre¬ 
sent is the right time to do this. The 
pruning will consist in cutting the said 
growths back to the fifth leaf, counting 
from the base. The top buds will in due 
coarse break and produce other growths. 
Winch should he cut back to one leaf at 


the end of September. This lop portion of 
the stopped or cut-back shoot should be 
cut away at the winter pruning, thus re¬ 
ducing the length of the latter to four 
buds and forming the foundation of new 
spurs. The idea of summer pruning is 
not only to allow sun and air free play to 
the inner parts of the trees, hut to cause 
the ripening wood and buds on the exist¬ 
ing spurs,as well as on the portions of wood 
which by cutting them back as directed 
become the bases of. future spurs. If the 
trees are fully established the leading 
shoots at the ends of the branches may 
be treated in the same way; if not, leave 
them one third, one half, or as long as 
circumstances demand on pyramid trees. 
With regard to espaliers not yet fully 
grown, provision must be made for extend¬ 
ing them both in a vertical and horizontal 
direction by training up a single shoot to 
extend the stem and one on either side of 
it to form a new tier of side branches. 
The former should he cut back so that it 
reaches to just beyond the next vacant 
wire above it next winter, at the same 
time shortening the shoots on either side 
to where they are well ripened, leaving 
both of an equal length. This course 
should be pursued until the requisite 
number of branches has been obtained.] 


VOTES AND REPLIES. 

Grapes shanking.—I am sending up a 
small bunch of Grapes, and would be 
grateful if you would kindly tell me what 
is the reason of the shanking. My gar¬ 
dener has taken great pains with the 
Vines, has been most careful about the 
right amount of air, and has watered them 
twice outside when it was dry and about 
four times inside since the spring. Some 
years ago the border was entirely remade 
and some cement put underneath the out¬ 
side border. The drainage is good, as 
the subsoil is gravel. The shanking 
did not appear till apparently the Grapes 
had stoned. Some bunches have only a 
very few shanked berries, hut tw*o young 
Vines, about four years old, are the worst 
of all. A little of the top soil was taken 
off the border in the winter, and fresh soil 
and manure put on.—L. 

[Shanking, in your case, is due to 
several causes. First, the roots have gone 
deep into sour, poor soil, where they fail 
to find proper food. That Is the common 
or chief cause, and to remedy it the border 
should have the top soil removed, the 
roots lifted, the bottom soil broken up, 
and have bone-dust, wood-ashes, and lime- 
rubbish mixed with it, then relaid shallow, 
and have a surface-coating of quite fresh 
soil, with which similar manures are 
mixed. Very heavy cropping and occa¬ 
sionally lack of moisture at the roots will 
also cause shanking. We should advise 
you to procure a copy of “ Vines and Vine 
Culture,” Barron. This may be had from 
this office, price 5s. Gd. post free.] 

Wild birds. —The Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries has made an Order author¬ 
ising in England and Wales the killing, on 
and from August 1st until the next close 
season, of certain migratory wild birds, 
with a view to increasing the food supply 
of the country. The birds to which the 
Order applies areCurlew, knot, whiiu- 
brel, golden plover, red shank, godwit, 
snipe, woodcock, teal, widgeon, mallard, 
shoveler, pochard, pin-tail, brent goose, 
barnacle goose, pink-footed goose, white- 
fronted goose, and grey-lag goose. Tiie 
Order (as the Food Production Depart¬ 
ment explains) docs not authorise persons 
to kill such birds in contravention of their 
tenancy agreements, or on land or water 
on which they are not entitled to kill the 
birds, nor does it exempt any person from 
the provisions ofl the Gun Licence Act, 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

CHEIRANTHUS LINIFOLIUS. 

It must be five or six years since this came 
into cultivation. Mr. Cedric Bucknall, 
when botaHising in Sim in, came across it 
at Vigo, and sent me a pluck of seed. For 
the first year or two I did not do much 
with it beyond growing it for my own 
pleasure and giving it to a few friends. I 
could uot honestly put it on the market as 
a perennial, and I was not then interested 
in seeds. In duration the plant is a good 
deal more than an annual and a little less 
than a perennial. It can, by sowing in 
early spring in gentle heat, be flowered 
the same year, when it would continue for 


retaining walls. Always, I think, it is 
best sown where it is to flower, and 
thinned out, though it may quite well be 
treated like an ordinary Wallflower and 
planted out for summer use. 

A delightful companion to grow' with it 
would be Venus’ Navelwort (Omplialodes 
linifoiia), a pretty and easy annual, with 
grey glaucous leaves and white flowers 
like giant Forget-me-nots. The mingling 
of grey leaves and white and lilac flowers 
would he charming. This lilac Wallflower 
lias flowered with me right through 
autumn and winter, and I have had the 
blossoms coated with hoar-frost and yet 
quite unharmed. The summer before last 
I crossed it with that fiery orange-red 
annual Erysimum I’eroffskianum. The re¬ 
sult is an almost perpetual-flowering 
perennial with handsome flowers of a very 


last year, notably in the case of the 
Funkias, but I have managed to heat them 
by lifting the tubs on three lialf-bricks and 
piling some rough ashes round these; also, 
later, nightly inspection. 

There is nothing in hardy plants that 
gives such handsome foliage as the 
Funkias, and, with the necessary care and 
attention, this is well maintained all 
through the season. Other hardy plants 
that can be recommended for tubs are 
Chrysanthemum maximum Mrs. C. L. 
Bell, (Enothera fmtleosa Fraseri, some of 
the dwarfer I’hlox deenssata like Tapis 
blanc and Dr. Cliareot, and Salvia vlrgnta 
nemorosa. The last-named is a capital 
tub plant and very effective when as¬ 
sociates! with tiie white Phlox. A very 
useful point in connection witli the above 
as tub plants is that they require little 
attention through the winter, except pro¬ 
tection from frost, that is, tubs and soil, 
and not a great deal in summer, with the 
exception of careful watering, this to bo 
applied occasionally in the form of liquid 
manure when the tubs are full of roots; 
also as advised in the ease of tender plants 
like Pelargoniums, Fuchsias, and Mar¬ 
guerites it is as well to have a few pieces 
of canvas on hand that inay be placed on 
and round the tubs during very hot 
weather. The number of such plants can 
be extended if tubs can be obtained and 
sufficient time devoted to them by the in¬ 
clusion of earlier and later things, like 
Doronicum Harpur Crewe in spring and 
Starwoits and Jaiianese Anemones in 
autumn. A very pretty association, for 
instance, is effected with tubs of Aster 
c-ordifolius and the semi-double white 
Anemone Whirlwind. The practice is 
sometimes adopted of growing a trailing 
plant w'hicli will hang down and over the 
sides of the tub, but it is hardly advisable, 
because such things naturally take away 
a lot of the nourishment from the central 
plants, and the foliage of these, when well 
cared for, will quite cover the surface. 

In the short list of plants useful for the 
above purpose I might have included the 
hardy Fuchsia, decidedly one of (he best, 
ns established plants starting fairly early 
into flower will last out well into the 
autumn. Varieties like F. gracilis, F. 
globosa, anil F. Iticenrtoni make capital 
companions for the Starwoits and 
Japanese Anemones. Also for an earlier 
display one or two of the earlier varieties 
of Lobelia eardinalis, like Firefly arid Sam 
Barlow, beautiful alike in flower and 
foliage, are useful. E. B. S. 

Hardwick. 


OENOTHERA C.-ESPITOSA. 

This, also known as CEnotkera eximiii 
aud CEnotliera marginata, has long been 
rather under suspicion as possibly not 
quite hardy. I was very pleased, there¬ 
fore, and somewhat surprised, when n 
clump which was growing in the open here, 
in rather stiffish loam, came through last 
Winter without harm. In fact, it is now 
flowering better than ever before. I think 
cold and unpleasant weather will not kill 
it in winter. Probably when it dies in 
the winter it is due to ill-drained soil, or 
some other cause, only indirectly con¬ 
nected with temperature. 

CE. C/Uspitosa runs underground, throw¬ 
ing up numerous tufts of narrowish leaves, 
each 5 inches to G inches long and tinged 
with red. In June come the long, pointed, 
reddish buds, each 5 inches to G inches 
high. When at last they have grown big 
enough the outer reddish calyx splits 
lengthways, the tips remaining joined till 
the final bursting, and as they split the 
folded pure white petals within show 
through. Finally, towards evening the 
tips of the sepals part, and suddenly the 



A group of Cheiranthus linifolius. 


a second season. But, on the whole, the 
best way Is to sow during summer or 
autumn to flower the following year; in 
fact, treat it as a biennial. Plants 
flowered here last year and self-sown 
seedlings have now' been blossoming for 
live or six weeks, and will go on till well 
into the winter. Among its many virtues 
is that of a very long flowering season. 

In habit Cheirantkus linifolius is a low, 
wiry, much-branched Wallflower, a sum¬ 
mer-flowering Wallflower, forming a cloud 
of lilac blossoms. Ill height it grows 
about !) inches, and, given room to de¬ 
velop, will cover some IS inches to 2 feet. 
It is au excellent plant for the rock gar¬ 
den, very easily grown, thriving in any 
reasonable soil, and enjoying a sunny 
aspect. It may also be grown in the 
flower beds and borders, in the crannies 
on old walls, and in Ah** crevices of dry 


rich coppery-orange. I struck cuttings 
last September and the young plants are 
flowering freely, but are setting no seed. 

Cheiranthus linifolius is, at present, 
known only to a few amateurs, but it is so 
good a plant, with so many excellent quali¬ 
ties, that it is sure to become popular. 
Mr. William Robinson writes me that he 
considers it “ the prettiest new flower of 
the year.” It has been taken up by one 
of the leading wholesale English seed 
firms. Clarence Elliott. 

Stevenage. 

HARDY PLANTS IN TUBS. 

My hardy plants in tubs have done very 
well this year (flower and foliage being, 
alike, excellent), although I had to shift 
them to a partially shaded position through 
the hot spell of May and part of June. 
Slugs and snails were rather troublesome 


L.oogle 
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flower expands, with a glorious scent of 
Cowslips. The flowers remain open all 
night, ami about the middle of the next 
morning they rapidly fade to soft pink, 
and have generally collapsed and wilted 
before noon. The plant keeps up a suc¬ 
cession of flowers from the middle of June 
till well into October. The flowers are 
carried on vhat appear to be stems, each 
5 inches or (! inches high, but these are 
not true stems, but elongated corolla 
tubes, whose bases are swollen into 
ovaries containing the immature seeds, 
and below these the true stems, which are 
only i inch in length. However, these 
false stems or corolla tubes serve quite 
well as stems for picking, and a bunch of 
mature buds, gathered just before burst¬ 
ing and put into a vase of water on the 
dinner-table, will o(>en between the 
courses, causing much astonishment to 
those who do not know the plant, and 
exhaling their delicious scent for yards 
around. 

Occasionally the plant becomes a little 
irregular in its daylight-saving habits, 
and oiMjns in the morning, but the majority 
of the flowers open in the evening. Light, 
gritty soil is usually recommended for 
(Enothera emspitosa, and probably it 
would run more freely thus than in the 
stiff loam, in which it is, however, very 
much at home here. Good drainage, 1 
should say. is essential, and it certainly 
seems to enjoy a sunny position. 

Stercnaje . Clarence Elijott. 


HARDY FLOWER NOTES. 
Zauschnehia californica.— Does “ W.” 
(p. 4153) happen to know if he grows the 
typical form of this or the variety 
eplendans, which, 1 am told, is much more 
reliable in the matter of flowering? From 
what has appeared lately in Gardening I 
gather that this hardy plant is happiest 
when the roots touch organic inntter. I 
fancy that I gave it a too rich soil, which 
became much saturated in winter, and 
when I plant again I shall use an abun¬ 
dance of brick or mortar nibble. 

Encrusted Saxifrages. —I wonder why 
these have bloomed so freely this season. 
It has been the same with flowering shrubs, 
and fruit-trees appear to have bloomed 
with exceptional freedom. The opinion 
has been freely expressed that the hard 
winter, by giving things a complete lest, 
had much to do with this exceptional 
flower production. There may he some 
truth in this, the buds that are formed 
may expand more freely, but their forma¬ 
tion must deiieml upon the weather condi¬ 
tions that prevailed in the previous year. 
As regards Saxifrages I believe that they 
were influenced by the moist, cool time in 
August. These alpine plants are, unless 
very carefully tended in the matter of 
watering and overhead sprinkling, liable 
to suffer, and should a very hot, dry period 
set In in late summer the preparation for 
the following year's bloom cannot he 
thoroughly made. The Aizoon varieties 
have been good, and conspicuous among 
them was S. A. rosea, whlc-li carried an 
abundance of blossoms. S. A. flavescens 
was also very good. 

Draba urum.efolia— This little alpine 
cannot he said to he of difficult culture. 
It grows freely with me, but has always 
suffered In winter, portions of the plant 
dying off and entire specimens turning 
brown. In an unusually wet winter whole 
plants die off', the cause evidently being 
atrophy of the roots, brought on by ex¬ 
cessive moisture. It is a favourite plant 
of mine, and last winter 1 protected 
several little specimens that were by no 
means in good condition, and these went 
away in spring and formed tine, healthy 
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specimens that bloomed with great free¬ 
dom and have a totally different appear¬ 
ance from any I have hitherto grown. 
This Draba Is a charming little hardy 
plant when in its best condition, the bright 
yellow blossoms being shown up to great 
advantage by the intense verdure of the 
foliage. Like its relatives it does not need 
much mortar. Brick rubble or sandstone 
should form the principal part of the root¬ 
ing medium. Its near relative, D. 
aizoides, in my experience will not bloom 
when growing in rich soil. 

Hardy Cyclamens. — I have long been 
aware of the advisability of planting these 
early in the autumn, but when moving 
some bulbs of C. Atkinsl at the end of 
June I certainly was not prepared to find 
that they were making new fibres and 
showing life in the crowns. It was the 
same with C. neapolitanum, whose conns 
were making not only roots, but young 
growths. This plainly shows the necessity 
for very early planting. Butting dry bulbs 
into the ground late in autumn is certainly 
one way of courting failure. 

ttt / fltel . J. Cornhill. 


PLANTING EREMURI. 

From now to the middle of September is 
the best time to plant Eremuri. These 
noble plants are worthy of a little extra 
care to grow ihem successfully. The 
mixed flower border is not a suitable place 
for them. A site sheltered from north and 
east by an evergreen fence or a group of 
shrubs, but open to the south, should be 
chosen for them, as it Is essential that the 
crowns should receive all the sunshine pos¬ 
sible previous to going to rest. Eremuri 
thrive splendidly in deep, rich sandy loam. 
Where the soil is not of this nature beds 
should l>e specially prepared for them by 
digging out the soil 2.J feet to 3 feet in 
depth. Perfect drainage is essential, and 
must be provided. A compost consisting 
of good fibrous loam, well decayed old hot¬ 
bed manure, and leaf-mould in equal pro¬ 
portions, with the addition of some sharp 
sand and a little wood ashes, suits them 
admirably. Some recommend never dis¬ 
turbing Eremuri when once established. I 
believe in lifting the plants every two or 
three years, according to the growth they 
have made. A strong single crown pushes 
up a flower-spike from its c-entre, two new 
crowns are thus formed. These will 
flower the next year in like manner. Four 
flowering crowns arc produced in two 
years. It is then best to lift the plants. 
This requires great care as the roots are 
extremely brittle and liable to injury. 
Commence by digging a trench some dis¬ 
tance from the plants. Most of the roots 
will he found within 1 foot of the surface. 
Clear away all soil underneath with a 
fork. The roots, which will probably be 
found to extend from 3 feet to 4 feet from 
the centre of the plant, may all be short¬ 
ened to within IS inches of the crown. 
This will not hurt the plant. The embryo 
spike is already formed in the crown, and 
sufficient nutriment to support it will be 
found in the old roots. Simultaneously 
with the pushing of fresh leaves, new roots 
are formed to support them, building up 
crowns, for the next flowering. The new 
bed having been prepared by filling in the 
above-mentioned eomiiost to within 1 foot 
of the required level, small mounds are 
made, each with about a bushel of the 
compost, placed about 4 feet apart, to re¬ 
ceive the plants. The bed Is then tilled in 
to the required level, aud when all is 
finished the crowns are about 2 inches 
under the surface. The kinds grown here 
which I can recommend are E. himalaicus, 
E. robustus, and E. Bungei. 

F. W. G. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Iris Rosenbachiana. -It is curious that a 
plant of the easiest culture—on my light, 
warm soil it grows as freely as Iris reti¬ 
culata, and does not require frequent lift¬ 
ing— should be rather scarce and expensive 
after being in cultivation for at least 
thirty years. It was discovered about 1885 
by Albert von Regel on the mountains of 
East Bokhara, Turkestan, at an elevation 
of (5.000 feet to 9,000 feet, and proved quite 
hardy in the Botanic Garden, Petrograd (I 
had almost written St. Petersburg), as it 
has,with me in the past severe winter. It 
is exceedingly variable in colour, and in its 
wild state, we arc told, two varieties are 
found growing together, file flowers of one 
form being blue, those of the other a flue 
violet. A bed of these Irises with their 
endless combinations of blue, purple, red, 
yellow, and white would bo gorgeous in the 
extreme, especially if carpeted with a low- 
growing Thyme or similar rock plant to 
prevent the flowers being splashed. In 
1910 this Iris was fully out in my garden 
on April 10th, lint this year it was not in 
flower until well Into May. The flowers 
are each 4 inches or more across on long 
tubes-, .the falls oval, almost strap-shaped, 
and the standards are an inch long. It 
belongs to the third section of the Juno 
Irises, known as Stemless Junos, all the 
members of which, with perhaps two ex¬ 
ceptions, have their leaves absent or very 
short at flowering - (time in spring. — 
Arthur It. Goodwin, in Garden. 

Anthemis tinctorla Kelwayi.— I have re¬ 
cently come across some good groups of 
the variety of Anthemis tinctoria called 
Kelwayi, which has larger flowers than 
those of the typical A. tinctoria and of a 
good yellow. From seed, A. tinctoria 
varies considerably, and in several gardens 
both creamy-yellow and white forms have 
appeared. Some folks consider that this 
Dyer's Chamomile 1.4 lender, but I have not 
found it so, though I have grown it for 
between thirty and forty years. In my 
present garden there is a plant of A. tine- 
toria Kelwayi which has been in the same 
position for twelve years. One defect of 
this Anthemis from the point of view of 
garden decoration is that towards evening 
the ray petals fold back. Flowers stand 
well if cut when not too fully open.— 
S. Arnott. 

Physalis Bunyardl.— Good as this winter 
Cherry is, intending planters will do well 
to keep a firm hand on it. It rambles 
quickly, pushing its way through Box edg¬ 
ings, even penetrating hard-trodden alleys. 
When it is Kept confined, however, P. Bun- 
yardi is an acquisition, and, as may be 
gleaned from the foregoing remarks, more 
vigorous than P. Franchetti or P. Alke- 
kengi. Its fruits are correspondingly 
larger, and, therefore, well adapted for 
cutting.—W. Mc«. 

Mimulus Burneti. —This, raised by the 
late Dr. Burnet, of Aberdeen, a keen 
botanist and gardener, is the result of a 
cross between M. cuprens and M. luteus, 
and comes in half way in colour between 
the parents. It has all the hardiness of 
M. luteus, and is a little taller when well 
grown than M. eupreus. The colour is a 
kind of tawny orange with deeper mark¬ 
ings. The height varies from 9 inches to 
a foot, according to the soil.—Ess. 

An unrehearsed effect _Quite a pretty 

sight is that seen in my rock garden where 
a trailing Barberry, planted some years 
ago, now overhangs a group of the dwarf 
dark blue Lavender, often known as the 
Glasnevin variety. The flowers of the 
latter have risen through the foliage of 
the Berberis, which was a mass of orange 
flowers in spring, and create quite a charm¬ 
ing effect against the leafage of the Bar¬ 
berry.—S. Arnott. 
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ROSES. 


HOSE NOTES. 

1 have a groat admiration for the old 
Cabbage Rose. It yields a wealth of 
blooni under conditions that would he 
fatal to the well-being and even life of other 
choice varieties so much in favour. I have 
a tolerably old specimen which is growing 
in the midst of shrubs and near a Privet 
hedge, and which this year has been 
smothered with bloom. Not an atom of 
nourishment has reached the roots since 
first planted, but it shows no signs of 
diminishing vigour. Planted among low- 
growing shrubs where many flowering 
plants would fail this old Rose will be 
quite at home and yield a harvest of bloom 
with little care. In the ease of old speci¬ 
mens it is well to prune some of the older 
branches rather hard, as this causes the 
formation of new shoots, the blooms then 
coming larger. It would seem unnecessary 
to extol the merits of the old 
Rose Gloire de Dijon. It is so hardy 
and reliable that it may be grown with 


growths to form, and, in a measure, re¬ 
juvenates them. I have seen old specimens 
against the walls of dwellings which have 
become unable to produce flowers of normal 
size. I have longed to go to work with the 
knife, head them back, and give them the 
power by the creation of new wood to do 
themselves justice once more. If I could 
grow but a dozen Roses, Ilomere would be 
one of them, simply because, in addition to 
freedom of growth, like the old Gloire, it 
has the power to produce good blooms 
quite late in autumn. For this reason 
alone I should include Ilomere in a care¬ 
fully-chosen collection of Roses. Aim£e 
Vibert, an old variety, is too small for the 
present generation of Rose growers, but 
one may cut blooms from it all through 
the summer and autumn. The old 
Persian Yellow is not much grown, 
but it would be much in favour if the 
right way of treating it were better known. | 
Grown in the ordinary manner it is dis¬ 
appointing, the blooms in a general way 
being poor in quality and but scantily pro¬ 
duced. In order to realise the effective 


same 10 feet long, and these were clothed 
with blossoms forming a glorious mass of 
golden-yellow. This old Rose is, I think, 
much neglected, but it is a grand hardy 
Rose when well grown. Byfleet. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Rose Dorothy Dennison on a pergola.— 

The three climbing Roses Dorothy Denni¬ 
son, Christian Curie, and Lady Godiva are 
practically aline, and only ' one need be 
grown. At Knockbrex, Kirkcudbright, 
Mr. James Brown has a notable collection 
of Roses, and among them lie has a per¬ 
gola covered entirely with Dorothy Denni¬ 
son. The pergola presents a mass of soft 
shell-pink flowers when the Rose is in 
bloom, and looks infinitely liette ■ than 
when several Roses of different colours are 
on the same pergola.—A Visitor. 


ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

POTENTILLA AUREA. 

This pretty species, though abundant Ih 
alpine and sub-alpine iwistures is not oflcn 



Potentilla aurca in Mr. Hanbury’s garden at East Grinstead. 


infinitely less care than is necessary to 
bestow on the majority of Roses cultivated 
in English gardens. For this reason it too 
frequently suffers from n certain amount 
of neglect, because it will produce blooms 
under conditions which would be fatal to 
the majority of Roses. I have seen old 
specimens of this Rose growing among 
climbers starved by them and never pruned 
in a way that is calculated to produce 
flowers of good quality in sufficient quan¬ 
tity to be effective. As a fact, there are 
few flowering plants more worthy of really 
good culture, and it richly repays all that 
can be done for it. The way In which, 
where given a fair chance, it produces its 
blooms for so long a period gives it a claim 
to be in the very front rank of hardy 
flowers. Should the season be normal 
good blooms may be taken from it up to 
November, which is very different from 
making a big splash of colour for tw r o or 
three weeks and nothing but foliage during 
the remainder of the year. Cutting out 
some of the old wood should he practised 
In the case of plants which have been some 
years in position, as this causes young 
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character of this Rose it must get the 
treatment which the best growers give to 
Mareehnl Niel, and which consists in en¬ 
couraging, by means of very liberal cul¬ 
ture, the formation of new wood annually, 
(lie old wood being cut away. In former 
days, when there was much money in 
Mnrcehal Niel, this was the system fol¬ 
lowed by market growers, tbe young shoots 
being of the size and substance of young 
Vine-rods. On wood of this description 
flowers of wonderfully high quality were 
borne, very different from those which 
come on plants allowed to grow naturally, 
and which are pruned in the ordinary 
manner. Here and there one might come 
across a specimen which, by reason of un¬ 
usually favourable conditions, gave a crop 
of good quality blooms under ordinary 
cultural conditions, but these are excep¬ 
tions. I have often wondered whether the 
Marechal Niel owed its origin, to a certain 
extent, to the Persian Yellow. They re¬ 
quire the same treatment to bring out their 
full decorative worth. I once saw about a 
seme of plants of the latter, and I never 
saw anything finer; they had made growths 


found in collections of hardy plants. The 
rootstock is woody and tufted, the 
palmately-dlvided leaves dark green, 
shining, and furnished on the under sides 
with silky hairs. The flowering stem is 
erect, hairy, branched in its upper jiarts, 
each bearing several flowers. These are 
large for the plant, bright yellow in 
colour, with a rich orange spot at the base 
of the petals. A freely-flowered group 
such as that shown in the accompanying 
illustration is a very pretty sight. A 
sun-lover, the species should he given a 
fairly deep root-run in loamy soil. It is 
easily increased from seeds, also division, 
preferably early in the year. Cuttings 
also root readily if detached in early 
spring with a heel—not otherwise. This 
applies to the whole genus and the florists’ 
varieties also. E. II. J. 


"The English Flower Garden and Boms 

Grounds." —New Edition. 12th, revised, with descriptions 
Of all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium 8vo, Jos.; 
post free, Jos. Gd. Of all Booksellers or from the offi.es 
of Gardening Illustrated, ft?, Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
London, 1V.C. 1. 
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FIGS IN NORTHANTS. 

Fics do fairly well in Northnnts on walls 
if planted in narrow, restricted borders. It 
is surprising how well the Fig thrives in a 
very narrow border where the roots are 
confined, or on very shallow soil overlying 
chalk or gravel. Plenty of mortar rubble 
should be added to the soil before planting. 
No matter how shallow or poor the soil, 
the trees can be kept in the highest 
fertility by using a rich compost round the 
stems. This, of course, is withheld during 
a wet season, when growth generally is too 
gross. Trees so grown are well in hand, 
as each season the previous mulching can 
lx? forked away, replacing it with fresh, 
which answers the purpose better than 
adding to the old, thus eventually forming 
a rich and extended border. The Fig 
readily emits fine feeding roots from the 
old stem when a portion of this is covered 
with good compost or manure. A suitable 
top-dressing consists of old mortar rubble, 
fresh lumpy loam, and cow manure, and 
this should be placed close round the 
stem. It is essential that the roots be 
confined, unless the outlying soil is very 
poor and shallow. Top growth must also 
be restricted, as vigorous shoots 18 inches 
or more in length never ripen properly, 
and therefore fail to fruit. Unless it is 
required to fill in a gap, or extend a small 
tree, early stopping of the shoots should 
be practised. This 1 do at the third or 
fourth leaf. The shoots thus stopped com¬ 
mence to thicken and harden at once, and 
early maturity is ensured. It is also very 
necessary to keep the shoots thinly dis¬ 
posed, especially with trees trained on 
walls. The size of the Fig-leaf is fre¬ 
quently overlooked when the bare branches 
are fastened to the walls. A mass of such 
large leaves overlapping each other forms 
a dense shade to botli fruit and the young 
wood, injuring both. The best varieties for 
this locality are Brown Turkey and Black 
Ischia. The trees need protection in 
winter.—F. W. Gai.loc. 


CAULIFLOWER NOTES. 

In 1910, not only In this locality, but 
further afield, Cauliflowers were the most 
unsatisfactory crop of the year. In some 
gardens not a head of any value was cut, 
and in many none at all were cut. The 
continuous wet, cold weather which pre¬ 
vailed at the time of transplanting ap¬ 
peared to result in a check from which the 
plants never really recovered. Quite a 
different state of matters has prevailed 
during the present season. Not only lias 
growth been all that could he desired from 
the outset, hut heads have been noticeably 
earlier than usual from autumn-sown 
plants, from those sown under glass, and 
from those from the different sowings out 
of doors. There is a wide and useful 
choice of this popular vegetable now avail¬ 
able; indeed, as in the case of others, the 
selection offered is, at times, embarrassing. 
Some of tlie older kinds are, in their way, 
as much, or more, grown as ever they 
were, but in their case pure and well- 
selected strains must be procured, and 
tliese seem to grow more difficult to obtain. 
Naturally, everyone wishes to have Cauli¬ 
flowers at as early a date as possible, and 
a good trio may be named in Early Lon¬ 
don, Early Snowball, and Early Erfurt, 
the last a very line variety which produces, 
perhaps, a closer, firmer, and whiter curd 
than the others. Were I limited to one 
variety to succeed these, and to supply 
heads of good size and quality from mid¬ 
summer until eajd^ autumn, my choice 
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would be Wuleheren. This fine Cauli¬ 
flower—when a good strain can be got—Is 
unsurpassed, and is alike appreciated at 
the table and useful for exhibition. As a 
succession to Walelieren, Eclipse is worthy 
of more attention than it receives. It is 
of high quality; the curd is firm and white, 
and lasts for some considerable time be¬ 
fore spreading. To complete the season 
nothing has yet been raised to excel 
Veitch’s Autumu Giant, and with the 
varieties mentioned a regular succession 
throughout the season is assured. Occa¬ 
sionally the supply may exceed the de¬ 
mand. It is customary in some places, 
when this happens, to convert superfluous 
Cauliflowers into pickles, with the addi¬ 
tion of other vegetables and of vinegar. 
This, I think, is not the best use to which 
they may he turned, save to those, of 
course, who relish such things, for Cauli¬ 
flowers may he preserved in bottles in a 
similar way to Peas and fruit for winter 
use. Wide-mouthed bottles are best for 
this purpose, as the flowers can be put 
into such in comparatively large pieces, 
and, when cooked ultimately, have a better 
appearance. W. McGuffoc. 

Bulmae, Kirkcudbright. 


SWEET CORN. 

No other vegetable, says Mrs. Roylc, 
deteriorates so quickly as green Coru, and 
the ideal method is to have your kettle of 
miter boiling, and then go and pick your 
Corn. The time to boil is from eight to 
fifteen minutes. Jt should be gathered in 
the height of milkiness, hut before it 
begins to toughen, and if the milk is not 
set in cooking it is not a graceful perform¬ 
ance to eat it from the cob. Do not stop 
at boiling it on the cob. Shave off those 
milky kernels with a sharp knife, press¬ 
ing down the denuded col) afterwards,- so 
as to scrape out alt the milky pulp without 
the husky socket, and cook in a dozen 
ways. Stewed with milk and butter, 
nicely seasoned; it is delicious. The addi¬ 
tion of shelled green Beans makes sueca- 
tosh. Stirred Into light bat ter and 
dropjied by siwonfuls into hot fat, it makes 
most delicate fritters. Cooked in white 
stock, strained, seasoned, and finished 
with a roux of butter and flour, it is our 
favourite soup, mixed with breadcrumbs, 
butter, and seasoning. It makes excellent 
forcemeat for stuffing baked Tomatoes. It 
is excellent baked in layers with sliced 
Tomatoes, well seasoned with butler, 
pe^qier,and salt, and finished with buttered 
breadcrumbs, or mixed with beaten egg 
and milk, well seasoned, and baked, serv¬ 
ing as a savoury. 

Where the right kinds are used and 
well grown, the chief care is to watch the 
best day for gathering for the pot—too 
old, ns we see them in Covent Garden, far 
too tough, and requiring long boiling to be 
eatable at all, and flavourless if gathered 
too young. I have eaten the Sweet Corn 
off the cob for years, and do not took upon 
it in any way as a “vulgar” practice, 
even though the people who do not stick at 
an uncertified sausage say it. Other ways 
may be tried, never one so good. The 
common Maize, a most useful plant, is no 
substitute for the garden varieties. —W. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Chapatties.— Those little cakes, although 
they do not actually save flour, aro most 
delicious, and can he eaten instead of 
bread. They are best if “fired” on a 
“ back stone ” or girdle ( but arc almost as 
good if baked in an ordinary oven. Sift a 
pound of flour, stir in a large pinch of 
salt, and work the whole into a stiff paste 
with either water or milk. Sprinkle some 
flour on a pastry-board and roll the paste 


out as thinly as possible. Cut into rounds 
and bake in a moderate oven until crisp 
and of a pale cream colour. The oven 
must not be too hot or else the chapatties 
will blister and be spoiled. Keep in an air¬ 
tight tin until required for use.—H. T. C. 

Grapes in Constantinople.— A frlenU 

writes:— 

Muscats in Constantinople are de¬ 
licious. Altogether the Grapes were 
the finest and cleanest 1 ever saw. I 
was there all October, ttie best mouth 
for them, I fancy. Asia Minor would 
he n paradise in good hands for Grapes, 
Figs, and other fruits. 

[ Wlin t are the Grapes so esteemed? We 
ought to know more of these Eastern 
Grapes.— Ed.] 

Gooking Cardocns (G. II.). — To cook 
Cardoous, wash them in water, and leave 
them in vinegar and water until about to 
cook them. Boil them in an enamel sauce¬ 
pan in milk and water (three parts of 
water to one of milk) until tender. Drain 
them, and serve with melted butter. The 
French way is to melt a small piece of 
butter in a saucepan, and when they are 
well drained put them in and add a small 
quantity of good brown stock. The 
Italians place them in a very hot dish 
after draining them, and sprinkle them 
with grated Parmesan choose, which they 
allow to melt into them. 

Cooking Aubergines.— In Gardening, 
page 422, a correspondent asks how to cook 
Aubergines. I have lived for some years 
in Portugal, where Aubergines—.the purple 
ones—are used a good deal. They are cut 
into slices, with iiepper and salt, and fried 
in batter; they should be half boiled first. 
Another way is to boil them. Cut them in 
half lengthways, scoop out some of the 
inside, chop it up, and season it well. 
Have ready some minced meat, well 
seasoned, a little Onion or a scrap of 
Garlic', mix all together, and replace in 
skin, heaping it up; cover the top with a 
little hatter or egg and breadcrumbs— 
something just to brown it. Put it into 
the oven to let it all amalgamate well and 
to get brown ; a little good gravy is an 
improvement. Also, the Aubergine can be 
cut in slices and stewed in gravy ; but It 
wants flavouring and good cooking, tout 
simple it is uninteresting.—(M rs.) E. V. 

Vitamine3. —Frolieh and Furst in 1912 
discovered that Cabbage, Carrots, and 
Dandelions, as well as various other vege¬ 
tables, prevent the development of scurvy, 
and also that prolonged drying of these 
vegetables reduces or entirely destroys 
their property of preventing scurvy. They 
further found that'scurvy in animals can 
be prevented by feeding grains that have 
been allowed to sprout. The process of 
sprouting increases the value of cereals for 
preventing scurvy, and may even convert 
scurvy-producing food into a .scurvy¬ 
preventing agent.- It was noted that 
Dandelions and Carrots dried at body 
temperature, or 08.0 degs. F., lose to a 
large extent their anti scorbutic proper¬ 
ties. Raw Cabbage prevents scurvy, but 
when tieated to 140 degs. to 10S degs. F. it 
becomes inactive. It was noticed that 
when the alkaline extract of Cabbage and 
Dandelion was acidified it might be heated 
without material injury. Two investiga¬ 
tors reported several cases of scurvy de¬ 
veloped in children fed on milk that had 
been pasteurised by heating for three 
minutes to 145 degs. F. These individuals 
were cured by feeding them raw milk anil 
fruit juices. It was found that Orange- 
juice might be boiled for ten minutes with¬ 
out injury. The juice of Orange-peel was 
found to be as efficient as the juice of the 
Orange itself.—Good Health. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

RHODODENDRON OCCIDENTALS 
The deciduous Rhododendrons (or, giving 
them their popular name, Azaleas) usually 
met with in gardens are hybrids or seed¬ 
lings from a few species, notably R. 
calendulaceum and R. nudiflonmi, front 
Eastern North America, R. flavum from 
the Caucasus, and R. niolle and R. siuense 
from China and Japan. There are other 
deciduous species which, though less well 
known, are equally desirable for the gar¬ 
den, and of these R. occideutale is one of 
the best. It is an American shrub, but is 
found on the western side of the Con¬ 
tinent, thus differing in its habitat from 
the better-known American Rhododen¬ 
drons. The flowering time in later than 
that of most deciduous Rhododendrons. 


are easily raised by sowing seeds indoors 
during early spring, whilst special varie¬ 
ties are propagated by layering. Grafting 
is sometimes practised, but it is not com¬ 
mendable, plants on their own roots being 
infinitely belter for all purposes. D. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Yucca failing. — I have a Yucca, about 
twenty-seven years old, which was in 
bloom during July and August, 1915, the 
flower-stem being about 0 feet high. 
Since then the plant lias not done well, 
and is at present in a poor way, the 
majority of its leaves hanging down and 
turning brown, the upper part, though 
■ green, flagging. The plant is in a cut- 
down rain-water tub. and was very fine 
and strong before flowering. Can you 
suggest a remedy?— Outdoor. 


fibrous loam with a little sand. It should 
then bo stood in a sheltered position and 
enough water given to keep the soil 
fairly moist, but, above all things, avoid 
an excess. So treated, your Yucca may 
ultimately recover, but, as above stated, 
it will take a very long time to do so, and 
even then success it but problematical.] 

The scarlet-berried Elder (Sambueus 
mcemosa).—When this Elder is seen 
heavily laden with its pyramidal-shaped 
panicles of scarlet berries it is very orna¬ 
mental. In a state of Nature, Sambueus 
racemosa occurs over a considerable por¬ 
tion of Europe and Northern Asia, hut is 
not recognised as a British plant. In Ibis 
country, too, its berries are not borne with 
the same freedom as they are on (he 
Continent, in some parts of which they 



Sprays cf /lowers of Bhododenclron occidentale in Japanese vase. 


From eight to tea blooms, each between 
f! inches and 1! inches across, are borne 
together in terminal heads, the flowers 
being fragrant and white, with a rather 
large yellow blotch on each. The useful¬ 
ness and possibilities of this summer- 
flowering bush have been recognised by 
certain nurserymen, for they have crossed 
it with the reds and yellows of the earlier- 
iloweitug kinds and have succeeded in ob¬ 
taining a number of seedlings which 
bloom early in June. These seedlings 
bear very beautiful flowers, which vary in 
colour from white to pink, most of them 
being blotched with yellow. As they are 
quite as hardy ns other sorts they may he 
planted where other Azaleas thrive, and 
may bo considered specially desirable for 
planting in thin woods or iu gardens 
where the soil is of a peaty nature or free 
from lime and rich/tnvluimus. S (idlings 
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[Your specimen of Yucca would apt car 
to ho in a poor plight, and as under the 
most favourable conditions it will take 
some time to recover we think that the 
plan likely to give the most satisfaction 
will lie to replace it in the tub by a young 
and vigorous specimen. The old one can 
be planted out-of-doors in some favourable 
spot, and may ultimately recover. Should, 
however, you desire to retain the old plant 
in its tub, it would be as well to cut away 
any dead portions, and plant it in some 
good soil, as Us behaviour would seem to 
indicate that the soil it is now in Is com¬ 
pletely exhausted. In order to carry this 
out the plant should he turned out of its 
lub and as much as possible of the old soil 
removed. Then thoroughly clean out the 
tub, put some drainage material in the 
bottom, and plant the old Yucca therein. 
The soil should consist mainly of good 


form quite a feature of tlie landscape. 
Apart from its attractive fruits, this 
Elder is remarkable from the number of 
forms In which the leaves are more or less 
cut. The extreme limit in this respect is 
reached in the variety tenuifolia, which 
was recently given an Award of Merit by 
the Royal Horticultural Society. In this 
the leaflets are divided into long, narrow 
segments, the general aspect of the plant 
suggesting one of the Japanese Maples. 
In the variety plumosn the leaflets are the 
least divided of any, but still it is a free 
and handsome shrub. There is a form of 
this—aurea—whose leaves are of a beau¬ 
tiful golden-yellow shade. Varieties more 
or less intermediate between plumosn and 
tenuifolia nrc laciniata, ornata, and pteri- 
dlfolia, but when growing freely they ap¬ 
proach each other very closely.—K. R. Wi 
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VEGETABLES. 

STORING POTATOES. 

Cam you give me any hints on the storage 
of Potatoes?—H. C. AV. 

[Potatoes may be stored in a variety of 
ways, such as in a <]uite cool frost-proof 
cellar, in r.n outhouse fulfilling the same 
conditions, or in bins in a proper root 
store. Lofts and granaries are often usf'd 
for the purpose, but such are usually too 
dry for the purpose. Oast houses are 
much more suitable, and in them Potatoes 
are often stored in the Hop-growing dis¬ 
tricts. The best Potato store we have ever 
seen was constructed of brickwork in the 
form of a short tunnel in a bank of soil, 
the doorway or entrance being nearly 
flush with the face of the slope. The floor 
w-as sufficiently above the mean level for 
moisture to drain naturally away. The 
interior was fitted with bins for holding 
the Potatoes, which kept splendidly. 
There is the old-time method of clamping 
or storing them in long, narrow, ridge- 
shaiied heaps outdoors, in the same way 
that farmers preserve their Mangolds and 
Swedes for winter use. The tubers are 
laid on a layer of straw’, and covered with 
the same material after the heap or ridge 
has been properly shaped. The whole is 
then covered with soil to the depth of 
from 0 inches to 9 inches, which should 
he beaten firm and left with a smooth sur¬ 
face so that rain water will run oil 
readily. A series of small clamps is 
better than one or two large ones when a 
large quantity of tubers has to be dealt 
with, in case they should become heated. 
It is always wise to put in a 3-inch drain¬ 
pipe, one on either side of each clamp, to 
act ns ventilators when the soiling of the 
ridge is being done. In case of hard frost, 
a wisp of straw should be stuffed into the 
mouths of the pipes for the time being, 
and the clamps covered down with straw, 
Bracken, or something that will afford 
adequate protection.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Vegetable Marrow failing—I planted 
ten seeds, all of which made healthy 
plants. All were planted in prepared beds 
of old turf, etc. One very lately showed 
signs of disease; the foliage crinkled up 
and the fruit dropped off when about 
3 inches long. All the other plants are 
hearing well. I got up the diseased plants 
this morning, and enclose one of the roots, 
with white swellings along same. There 
was a profusion of earthworms round the 
root.— Geo. W. Waring. 

[Tlie earthworms are not likely to have 
lieen the cause of the trouble with the 
Marrows. Rather they may have been at¬ 
tracted by the sweet sap which has pro¬ 
bably lieen exuding from the damaged 
roots. From their apiiearnnce w r e suspect 
some soil insect, such as wireworm or 
cranefly (Daddy-longlegs) larva, to have 
been at work upon them, but it is Impossi¬ 
ble to say without careful examination in 
the neighbourhood of the plants.] 

Lifting Potatoes. —Is it well to take up 
Potatoes as soon as the disease shows? A 
man who has an allotment near tells me 
he has taken up his a week ago. and that 
the roots are clean, good, and keen well. 
In so doing he baffles the disease. Ho says 
it applies to late as well as earlv sorts. 
If true, this is a gain indeed.—J. H. 

[When to lift Fotatoes when the 
disease is rife is a debatable question. 
Some people, as soon as they see a 
sjieck of disease, at once lift tlie tubers. 
This answers very well in the ease of 
those who wish to save the tubers 
for seed, and is always done in the west 
of Scotland. Others, again, put off the 
lifting uutil the disease has done its worst. 

Google 


Potatoes that are quite ripe—this being 
clear by the fading of the haulm—should 
be lifted. 'The lifting of Potatoes ns soon 
as the disease is observed is, I think, a 
mistake, as tlie fungus spores develop 
rapidly in the store, and the disease, 
spreads over the whole lot. Tills disease 
may not show itself in the tuber when 
lifted, though the haulm may he affected. 
If the tubers are left in the ground until 
the disease has done its worst, many, no 
doubt, will have been destroyed, but those 
which are sound when lifted will, as a 
rule, keep well. A Potato left in the 
ground until the flesh lias become mealy 
is not so good for seed as one that is lifted 
before it has become over-ripe, lienee the 
value of lifting tubers for seed as soon as 
they have attained tlieir full size and 
while the tops are green.—T.] 

Spots on Tomatoes _I am sending you 

some Tomatoes. Will you kindly tell me 
what is the matter with them, also tho 
cause and the remedy? The plants are 
looking healthy, and'are carrying a fail- 
crop of fruit.—AV. H. 

[Your Tomatoes have been attacked by 
a fungus known as Cladosporium fiilvum. 
It germinates soonest in moisture, and in 
tlie morning any moisture that may have 
accumulated through vapour rising from 
tho soil during the night, and becoming 
condensed, invariably runs down to the 
lowest point of the fruit. Tlie moisture 
would do no harm were there no spores of 
ttie fungus in the house. These, settling 
on the fruits, are washed by tlie moisture 
down to the flower-base, or apex, and at 
once become active, penetrating tlie fruit 
through tlie tiny orifice left by the decay¬ 
ing bloom. Then it commences to spread, 
and in its growth, preying upon tlie flesh 
or tissue, causes it to blacken or decay, 
just as is seen in your fruits. Too com¬ 
monly, amateurs water Tomato plants too 
freely, especially doing so towards night, 
then shutting the house or frame close, 
quite bottling in any vapour that is cer¬ 
tain to exhale during the night. Water¬ 
ing should lie done early in the morning, 
and then with the house thrown open and 
ample ventilation provided, the atmo¬ 
sphere is dried, and there is little vai>our 
created at night. Once tlie spot is seen 
on the fruits, cure, so far as these affected 
parts are concerned, is impossible. They 
should be at once picked off, taken away, 
and destroyed.] 

Onions on now ground. Having during 
recent weeks inspected a few hundred 
allotments in different parts of tlie county 
of Surrey, I quite agree with what 
“ Townsman ” says on tlie above subject 
at page 421. Not a few of these were 
newly acquired, the Carrots, Beet, 
Parsnips, and Onions generally failures in 
not a few instances after two or more 
sowings had been made. So much was 
this the case that a good all-round crop 
of Onions was evidence that the soil had 
been cultivated for several years. Some 
years ago I listened to a paper about tlie 
Onion, read at a gardeners’ meeting, in 
which the writer stated be was then grow¬ 
ing Onions on the same plot for tho four¬ 
teenth successive year, and had no desire 
for a better crop. Recently, when looking 
through the kitchen garden at Aldenlmm 
House, few things interested me more than 
tlie Onions, rows 15 inches apart and 100 
yards long practically w-ithout a blank. 
Box-sown early in the year under glass, 
pricked off, and finally transplanted in 
April to the open, nothing could he more 
full of promise. The success that pro¬ 
mises, however, is, in greater measure, due 
to well-prepared soil and the generous 
cultivation which follows. Soot as a 
fertiliser and as a deterrent to insect life 
is much favoured at Aldenham.- U II t. 


THE WEEK'S WORK. 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom August 14th. —Audi ounce lanu¬ 
ginosa, 1)rytis octogelala, Faytna glabra, 
Tunicu Baxifraya, Convolvulus mauritaui- 
cus, Veronica Lyalli, Pvalia anguluta, P. 
ilicifolta, Uentiana septemflda, Potcntillas 
(in variety), Parochetus communis, Acan- 
tlioUmon glumaceum, Linarias (in variety), 
iScdutus (in variety), Frankenia Items, 
Silenes (in variety), Baxifraya Port unci, 
Ueums (in variety). Thymus Serpyllum (in 
variety), N icrem bergia rivularis, Dian- 
tlins Napoleon HI., Plumbago Larpentw, 
Francoas (in variety). Oxalis floribunda, 
Primula capitate, Antliemis Kclwayl, 
Achillcas, PlatyslemoH ealifornicus, 
Liliums (in variety), Hyacinlltus candi- 
cans, Gladiolus (in variety), Trilomas (in 
variety), Alontbrvtias (in variety), Monsia 
longifoliu, Anchusas (in variety), Romneya 
Coulleri, VUrysogonum viryinianum, Tlta- 
lid rum Deiavayi, llclenium pumilum, 
Meeonopsis (in variety), Ycralrum nigrum, 
Cerastium (in variety), Slalicc (in 
variety), Oaieyas, Delphiniums, herba¬ 
ceous Phlox (in variety), Echinups ruthvni- 
eits, Erigcrons, Erynyiums (in variety), 
Sidalceas (in variety), Anemone jayonica 
(in variety), Scabious (in variety), Aster 
Amelias, Linums, Pcntslemons (in 
variety), Ginotheras (in variety), Holly¬ 
hocks, Yerbascums (in variety), Lava/eras 
(in variety), Lupins, Erotliums (in 
variety). Funk-las (in variety), Alstru- 
merias. Coreopsis, (in variety), Niyellas, 
Sweet Sultans, Tufled Pansies (in variety). 
Lavender (in variety), Daturas, Lobelia 
cardinalis (in variety). Antirrhinums, 
Polygonums (in variety), Lysimacltias, 
Astiibes (in variety), Lythrum rose uni, 
Scnecios (in variety), Epilobitims, Arte¬ 
misia iactijlora. Flowering Rush, Apuno- 
yeton, Sagittarius, Nymphans (in variety). 
Ciinieifuga racemose. Hydrangea panieu- 
lata yrantliflora, Spirtra Aitchisoni, Bud- 
dlcias (in variety), hardy Fuchsias (in 
variety). Herberts Wilsoni, shrubby 
Veronicas (in variety). Ononis fruticosa, 
Lavalcra Olbia, Spar Hum junceum, 
Olearia Haasti, Rhus (in variety), Catalpa 
bignonioides, Escallonia edinensis, Des- 
modium pendiiliflorum, Ccanothus (in 
variety), Indiyofera Gerardiana, Honey¬ 
suckles (laic varieties). Clematis (in 
variety), Polygonum baUlschuanicum, 
Roses (many species), Clerodcndron triclio- 
lomum. Daphne Cneorum, Yuccas (in 
variety). Magnolia grandi/lnra, Wistarias, 
Jasminum officinale. J. affine, ,J. liumilc. 
Cist us ladaniferus. Ericas (in variety). 

Tiie week’s work.— Tlie late-blocming 
varieties of Deutzias have been exception¬ 
ally fine this season. The flowers being 
now past, the shoots will he cut back to 
allow more space for the flowering shoots 
next year. The plants are pruned so that 
flouers may be produced from tlie base in¬ 
stead of from the upper parts, which they 
have a tendency to do unless judiciously 
pruned. Spiraea ariiefolia and S. Lind- 
Icyana have also finished flowering, and 
these will he slightly pruned, merely 
taking out a shoot here and there where 
overcrowded. F. AV. (i ai.t.op. 

Lilford Hail Gardens, Oundlc, Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Sowing Cabbage seed—Another and a 
final sowing of Cabbage seed should now be 
made under the same conditions as that 
which took place recently, both as to the 
preparation of the soil and the method of 
sowing. If tho demand for plants is likely 
to he a large one, the quantity of seed 
sown should also be correspondingly larger 
than lias hitherto been the case. Those 
who prefer a large-hearted Cabbage to 
those of a smaller type should grow Mein’s 
No. 1. This is an early variety, but, owing 
to its large size, quite twice the amount of 
space that is usually allowed for the 
smaller-growing kinds must be granted 
between both the plants and rows. I he 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


Digit 12 






AttiosT 25, 191? 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


46? 


plants remaining over from this sowing 
may be relied on to stand tho winter, and 
will be useful for setting out early next 
spring. 

Cauliflower _A sowing should be made 

now of Early London and Waleheren, and 
again in the second week in September. 
The same care should be exercised in the 
reparation of the ground as for Cabbages, 
ut, as the number of plants required is, 
compared with tho latter, but limited, a 
less area of ground will suffice. After the 
frame or frames in which the plants are to 
be wintered has been filled the over-plus 
may be pricked off under a south wall or 
where a certain amount of protection can, 
if necessary, be afforded during the winter, 
as it is useless to leave them in the seed 
drills. 

Lettuces. —Seed of Hardy Winter White, 
Bath Brown Cos, and Hardy Hammersmith 
Cabbage should bo sown at the same time 
as the preceding. This may, if space is 
limited, be done between the low 's of newly- 
planted Strawberries, but whatever site is 
selected it should be borne in mind that the 
ground will he occupied by the surplus 
plants—i.e., after a given number has 
been planted; when large enough; in 
sheltered positions to stand the winter 
until the weather will allow of their being 
set out elsewhere next spring. 

Onions. —If seed has not, as was ad¬ 
vised, been sown, no further delay should 
take place. Make the ground quite firm, 
and draw the drills 9 inches to 12 inches 
apart, if seed is to be sown other than 
between rows of freshly-planted Straw¬ 
berries. 

Spring-sown Onions. —The stems of such 
as are inclined to continue growing rather 
than to form bulbs should be bent over to 
one side. This will check growth and in¬ 
duce the bulbs to swell. Keep the ground 
between the rows free from weeds, and if 
mildew puts in an appearance spray at 
once with Bordeaux mixture 5r some other 
approved fungicide. The silver skinned 
variety, having completed growth, should 
be pulled up and laid in full sun on a 
shutter or mat to dry off. 

Leeks. —Tho earliest-planted Leeks now 
need their first moulding. Before this 
takes place the tops should be lightly 
drawn together and held in place with 
raffia. The soil, before being placed be¬ 
tween the plants, should be well pulverised 
and care taken that the heart leaves are 
not buried when the moulding is done. 
Moulding, when the plants are grown in 
trenches, is facilitated by the use of two 
hoards, 11 inches wide and of a length 
corresponding to the width of the trenches. 
Before moulding takes place give the roots 
a thorough soaking of liquid manure, or, if 
this is not possible, strew a fertiliser on 
the surface and wash it in. It is not yet 
too late to plant Leeks, only they will not, 
of course, be in fit condition for use until 
next spring. 

Early Celery. —The moulding of the 
early crops generally now requires atten¬ 
tion. The oldest of the outer leaves and 
suckers must first be removed, the leaves 
drawn together and tied with raffia near 
the top to enable moulding to be easily' 
done. Two boards similar to those recom¬ 
mended for the moulding of Leeks are, 
when two or more rows of plants are grown 
in a trench, of great assistance, and allow 
of the work being done more quickly. Not 
too much soil should he put between the 
plants at any one time; in fact, the heart 
ieaves should be quite clear of it, and it 
should ho made quite firm by treading as 
the work proceeds. Give the roots a 
thorough watering before moulding takes 
place, supplementing this either with 
liquid or a fertiliser. Break up the soil to 
a fine condition on either side of the 
trenches beforehand, and strew a small 
quantity of salt over and mix with it wher¬ 
ever various insect pests are prone to be 
troublesome. 

Beet. —Tho remainder of the roots re¬ 
sulting from the first, and the largest in 
regard to the secomL^sowing, should be 
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pulled and put away in the root store, as, 
if left on the ground any longer, there is 
a danger of their becoming too large and 
coarse, especially after tho recent heavy 
rainfall. The ground can then he utilised 
for some other crop; in fact, no matter 
what the nature of tha recent crop may 
have been the ground should not be allowed 
to remain idle, as a variety of tilings may 
be grown which will be off in time for the 
ground to undergo its winter preparation. 

Dahlias _Recant weather conditions 

have favoured a strong growth; which 
necessitates frequent attention being paid 
to staking and tying. The growths on old 
plants need thinning, and in their case, 
unless this is severely done, from four to 
five stakes are required for the support of 
each plant. Keep a sharp look out for ear¬ 
wigs, and set traps for them if they become 
troublesome. 

Herbaceous and mixed borders _These 

should be frequently looked over if any 
semblance of order is to be maintained, as 
not only do staking and tying demand fre¬ 
quent attention, but the cutting back or 
trimming, as the case may be, must, as 
they pass out of bloom, lie attended to. 
Gladioli, single Asters, and tall-growing 
Snapdragons also require staking. This 
should be done in such a way that the 
stakes aro not obtrusive. The seed- 
vessels should be regularly removed from 
the last, as well as the intermediate varie¬ 
ties as fast as they pass out of flower, and 
so encourage a good second crop of spikes 
to push up. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Melons. —This has been an ideal season 
for Melons, and the result has been fruits 
of the highest quality. Whore tile fruits 
have just set or are swelling, plenty of 
atmospheric moisture must be provided and 
the plants syringed well to keep red-spider 
in cheek. Plants on which the fruits are 
swelling should he given liquid manure and 
oilier stimulants. A little boat in the hot- 
water pipes at night will be beneficial at 
this season. Ventilation should be 
afforded in the day time during hot 
weather to encourage a sturdy growth. 
Admit fresh air freely to houses where the 
fruits are ripening, and withhold water. 
As soon as the plants in pits are cleared 
of their fruit they should be removed with¬ 
out delay, so that the walls may he lime- 
washed and tho house made clean. Where 
plenty of fire heat is at command there is 
still time to plant another batch of Melons. 
Select a house where tile maximum amount 
of sunshine may reach the plants, as this 
will be found invaluable later in the 
season. 

Early Apples that ripen during August 
and early in September will not keep long 
after they are gathered. These aro best 
gathered before they are dead ripe, and 
only by careful judgment can they be sent 
to the table in their best condition. These 
early varieties quickly lose their flavour 
and become mealy. Most mid-season and 
late varieties improve in quality and keep 
better if they are allowed to hang until 
they are quite ripe. Daily attention must 
be given to early Pears, such as Williams’ 
Bon Chretien, Clapp’s Favourite, Jar¬ 
gonelle, and Beune Giffard, that ripen at 
this season. Allow the fruits to become 
fairly ripe before gathering them, so that 
they may he eaten almost direct from tha 
tree, when their full flavour will be appre¬ 
ciated. 

Plums generally in these gardens are 
a heavy crop. Some of the early varie¬ 
ties are ripe, and have been protected from 
birds. Wasps up to tile present have not 
made their apjrearanee, but they may he 
troublesome later. Choice dessert fruits 
may be protected from wasps by small 
muslin bags, or tha whole tree may be en¬ 
closed in wasp-proof netting. 

Strawberries. —Continue to remove all 
runners as fast as they appear, and keep 
the soil frequently stirred between the 
plants. It is an excellent plan to set out 


a few rows of plants for supplying runners 
next season, wdiether for forcing in pots or 
for forming new plantations. Tho ground 
should be well prepared by double digging 
and manuring, setting out the plants in 
rows 1 foot apart, allowing about 9 inches 
between each. All flower-spikes must be 
removed throughout the season. 

General work. —If not already done, no 
time should be lost in removing all super¬ 
fluous shoots of hardy fruit-trees of all 
kinds, whether they bo espalier, dwarf, 
pyramid, or standard trees. Not a single 
shoot that is not required should be re¬ 
tained. Attend to the tying of'the lead¬ 
ing shoots on espalier and other trained 
trees. The Dutch hoe should be kept at 
work as much as possible in the fruit 
quarters, as weeds are usually plentiful at 
the present time. Hoeing also checks 
evaporation at a time when moisture is 
essential at the roots. 

Carrots.— To provide a supply of young 
Carrots during the winter a sowing will be 
made in the pit in which the spring Carrots 
wore grown. All that is necessary is to 
turn the old bed to a depth of 3 feet, 
affording a fresh layer about 8 inches deep 
on the surface. The soil should be built 
up quite close to the glass, and it should 
be made firm. When the young plants are 
large enough to handle they should be 
thinned to 4 inches apart each way, after¬ 
wards giving a good watering to settle the 
soil. Carrots from seeds sown a month 
ago are ready for thinning. After this is 
completed apply a dressing of soot and use 
the Dutch hoe between the drills. 

Spring Cabbage. —Ground should be got 
ready for plants from the earliest sowing 
of Cabbage. The soil should be enriched 
with good farmyard manure, and either 
trenched or deeply dug. This crop gener¬ 
ally does remarkably well on land that has 
carried a crop of Onions. Plant the seed¬ 
lings as thick again in the rows as is neces¬ 
sary, to allow for failures. Plant very 
firmly. 

Potatoes. —All early varieties of Potatoes 
have yielded enormous crops of first-rate 
quality. The tubers .have all been lifted 
and placed in a dry shed from which the 
light can bo excluded. Large heaps 
should not be made or the Potatoes may 
become heated and their quality affected. 
Tubers for next season’s planting have 
been selected and allowed to remain in the 
open for a few days before they are placed 
in their winter quarters. A shed where 
light and air can be freely admitted is the 
best place in which to store them. 

Peas up to the present have been both 
plentiful and good. Suceessional and late 
varieties are kept mulched and thoroughly 
water ed when the weather is dry, occasion¬ 
ally giving them good drenchings of diluted 
farmyard manure water, of which w'e have 
a plentiful supply. In dry weather the 
plants require a thorough syringing every 
morning. In order to hasten the develop¬ 
ment of tho Peas pinch out the points of 
the shoots and remove all lateral growths. 
Special varieties which may have been re¬ 
served for seed should be examined in the 
hottest hours of the day, and any .which 
are sufficiently advanced may be picked 
and laid out thinly on trays or boxes fully 
exposed to the sun. Only the very finest 
pods should be selected for this purpose. 

Tomatoes _The weather lias been very 

favourable for the culture of Tomatoes out- 
of-doors this season. The plants are 
heavily laden with well developed fruits, 
many of which have already ripened, and, 
provided the weather in the autumn is fine, 
tho whole crop will mature well. Strict 
attention should be paid to the removal of 
all unnecessary shoots and any flower- 
trusses that develop after this date. At 
this period the leaves should be carefully 
shortened a little in order that the fruits 
may have the fullest exposure to sunshine. 
Tomatoes grown under glass have needed 
very little artificial heat and have done 
remarkably well. Those in full bearing 
are liberally fed with diluted farmyard 
manure water, and a free circulation of 
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air is permitted throughout tlie houses both 
day and night. When the weather is wet 
or cold, especially at night, a little artifi¬ 
cial heat should he provided as a precau¬ 
tion against disease, which is favoured hy 
<-old and damp. Plants intended for fruit¬ 
ing in early winter have been shifted into 
their fruiting pots. These plants should 
he encouraged to made sturdy, short- 
jointed shoots. They will he kept in a 
cool greenhouse for about a month, and 
after that transferred to an intermediate 
house, where they will he allowed to fruit, 
training the shoots near the glass. 

F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Strawberry beds. —The crop has been dis¬ 
appointing, the late pickings having been 
inferior in both colour and size. As soon 
as picking was finished the nets were taken 
off,the beds cleaned, and all runners cut 
olf. It is always much better, and more 
profitable ultimately, to do this at this 
time, because, when left., both runners and 
weeds make rapid progress, and the weeds 
may grow out through the net. in such a 
case it is difficult to avoid damage when 
the netting is removed, while the cleaning 
of the bed consumes much more time than 
if it were done as soon as the picking of 
the crop is completed. 

Currants _A similar practice is followed 

in the case of Black, White, and Red Cur¬ 
rants. When nets are allowed to remain, 
shoots w ill grow through the meshes and 
render the work of removal more difficult. 
The quarters are Well hoed, and in the ease 
of Black Currants some little thinning is 
done where growth is at all congested. 
The nets are laid out for a short time on a 
sunny gravel walk, and when thoroughly 
dry they are folded up and carefully 
labelled. A note of their condition is put 
U]K>n the label—such as “Good,” “Re¬ 
quires mending,”- etc.—so that any needful 
repairs can be attended to in the winter. 

Morello Cherries _These, as lias been- 

previously indicated, are carrying heavy 
crops, and in the course of the week the 
nets were put into position, as birds are 
very fond of these Cherries. In some 
seasons squirrels, and occasionally field 
voles also, develop a liking for Morello 
Cherries, but while voles cat the pulp 
cleanly from the stones, the squirrels ap¬ 
pear to prefer these, and, discarding the 
pulp, they store them up for the kernel 
during winter. It is, therefore, necessary 
to keep a vigilant watch for these little 
animals, and to circumvent them when 
evidences of tlieir presence become 
apparent. 

Wall fruit.— Any mulchings which need 
reinforcing are being attended to, and as 
the rainfall is less than usual, such time 
as can by any means he spared from other 
work is devoted to watering the more 
heavily cropped trees. There is a gratify¬ 
ing absence of insect pests and of blights 
(luring the present year, and this is the 
more.remarkable because it lias been quite 
impossible to pay the usual attention to 
wall trees. 

Fruit-trees in pots. —As soon as the 
fruits show signs of ripening, all syringing 
is stopped. Assuming that this has been 
thoroughly and regularly attended to 
there is not much fear of present out¬ 
breaks of aphis or of other pests. At the 
same time it is advisable now to with¬ 
hold manurial waterings whether of tank 
liquid or of chemical aids in solution. All 
fruits, and especially Peaches, Nectarines, 
and Plums, are apt to absorb the odour of 
these stimulants if their use is persisted in 
until too late. Sufficient supplies of soft 
water, however, must be given from time 
to time, hut excessive watering is depre¬ 
cated. 

Tomatoes. —Fruits will keep quite satis¬ 
factorily for a considerable lime if they are 
picked when uniformly red, and the re¬ 
moval of such fruil«--gives other trusses a 
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better chance to ripen. Axillary growth 
should ho promptly dealt with, and the 
plants in pots ought to he stopped at the 
sixth or seventh hunch. Much depends, 
of course, upon the size of the pots and the 
method of feeding. In all eases top- 
dressings, when they can he applied, are I 
think preferable to even unlimited supplies 
of artificial stimulants. Young and active 
root growth speedily gets to work ill sweet 
top-dressings, while there is a danger that 
the surface roots may he burned, if not 
killed, by a too lavish supply of chemical 
manure. 

Ferns under glass. —When fronds are re¬ 
quired for cutting it is idle to expect them 
to last in rooms when the plants are grown 
under heavy shading and in a moisture¬ 
laden atmosphere. Plants, too, grown 
under such conditions soon show signs of 
distress when employed in rooms, so those 
which are intended for this work or for cut¬ 
ting should now he well exposed and given 
plenty of ventilation. Young plants ought 
to ho moved along as becomes needful and 
before they become pat-hound. Seedlings 
are as well pricked off into boxes until they 
attain some size. There comes a time, 
however, when they must he attended to in 
respect of potting off, and this should be 
done at the proper - time, for neglected 
seedlings may just as well he thrown out 
without further delay. 

Begonia Weltoniensfs. —A small batch of 
late-struck cuttings of this useful old 
Begonia was moved from 3-incli to 5-inch 
pots in the course of the week. The plants 
will bloom freely ill these pots during the 
late autumn and early winter, and such a 
hatch comes in useful at that time. Those 
ilants are, meantime, in a pit which can 
je kept rather warm without recourse 
being had to artificial heat. 

Pot Vines. —Those intended for next 
season’s work should be grown in a light 
and airy position and as near the glass as 
ossible. All lateral growth ought to be 
ept pinched back. If needed for early 
forcing, growth should now he completed 
and tno wood becoming brown. Occa¬ 
sional good soakings of liquid manure will 
assist materially in plumping up the buds. 
Before very long the pots may he placed 
out-of-doors in full sunshine to complete 
the ripening. There must be strict atten¬ 
tion to watering when these pots are out- 
of-doors, or disappointment will result. 

Onions. —Sowing of autumn Onions will 
shortly be due, about the middle of the 
second week in August being a very suit¬ 
able date. Everyone has his own method 
of treating this crop, and it really matters 
very little which way is adoptee!. I am no 
believer in manuring or digging for the pur- 
jio.se of sowing Onions in August. The 
young plants will all be transplanted in 
early spring, and the aim is to procure 
sturdy and thrifty plants which will not 
suffer unduly from the frosts of winter and 
hitter winds of early spring. In soil which 
is newly dug and manured seedlings will be 
rank and soft, the very plants, indeed, to 
suffer during a hard winter. When sown 
on a quarter which has been cleared of a 
previous cron and merely hoed and raked, 
seedlings will ho from the beginning hardy, 
and will come more satisfactorily through 
the winter. Shallow drills, it inches 
apart, permit of hoeing and hand-weeding 
after germination takes place. The old 
Tripoli and Trobon Onions have for many 
years been discarded in favour of Ailsa 
Craig and Cranston’s Excelsior, which arc 
both well adapted for autumn sowing. 
When germination takes place keep the 
seedlings freely dusted with fresh soot in 
order to prevent attacks from the Onion- 
fly, which is apt to have a second period of 
egg-laying during late August. 

Cauliflowers ought to he cut as soon as 
they attain maturity. Tho heads soon go 
had after that stage is reached, and if the 
demand is not equal to the supply, if tho 
plants are pulled up and hung by the roots 
in a cool shed the heads will keep good 
I longer than they will do when cut. It was 


a subject of general comment last season 
in this district that seldom had Cauli¬ 
flowers been so disappointing. The con¬ 
ditions arc this year exactly reversed, 
Cauliflowers not onlv being earlier than 
usual, hut exceptionally fine in every way. 

Cabbages. —Seedlings from recent sow¬ 
ings of Ellam’s, Mein’s No. I, First and 
Best, and Enfield Market are now ready 
for getting into nursery lieds, and this 
work will lie undertaken without delay. A 
distance of 3 inches each way between the 
seedlings is ample, and should the weather 
he dry after the plants are pricked off they 
will lie watered until growth is noticed. 
Further sowings will he made, including 
April and Flower of Spring, round about 
the time of sowing autumn Onions. I de¬ 
pend more on plantsdffom this later sow¬ 
ing. \V. McGuffog, 

lialmac Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

August Urn, 3917. 

Tut; fortnightly meeting hcld'cti Ibis date 
was small, yet interesting, since fruits, 
flowers, and vegetables were all repre¬ 
sented. The most extensive exhibit was 
that, of Gladioli, though the herbaceous 
Phloxes were also a considerable attrac¬ 
tion. There were groups of Ferns (hardy 
and exotic). Carnations, hardy flowers in 
variety, Orchids, fruit, and an extensive 
exhibit of Potatoes. 

HARDY FLOWERS. 

In this section the collection of herba¬ 
ceous Phloxes from Mr. James Box was, 
considering ilio continued wetness of the 
season, of more than ordinary merit. The 
so-called “ blue ” varieties appear to suffer 
less from wet than other shades of colour. 
Violetta and The Mahdi were the best of 
these, and ns a garden plant the last- 
named will require some beating. In tlie 
salmon, white-centred class the indispens¬ 
able Elizabeth Campbell arrests attention 
at once. In the brilliant orange-scarlet 
shades, Baron Von Deilem and G. A. 
Stroldein are prominent, Fiancee and 
Antoine Buchner being good whites, the 
coloured tubes of the latter, however, de¬ 
tracting from the purity of the flowers. 
Asia (rosy-salmon), The Queen (lilac and 
white), and Antoine Mercie (lavender and 
white) being also distinct. Other plants 
from the same source were Polygonum 
amplexicaule (rich red), Thnlictruiu di]i- 
terocarpum, and Rudbeckla llerbstone 
(yellow). Mr. W. Wells, jun., presented 
big stands of the new salmon-coloured 
Phlox, Aubrey Alder (a very handsome 
variety, which we have seen in better con¬ 
dition). Mr. Sydney Morris, Karllmm Hall. 
Norwich (gardener, Mr. G. Henley), 
showed several of the newer Montbrctlas, 
which, as garden plants, are a great gain. 
Of tlie set, Queen Adelaide (of tawny- 
crimson shade) was the most imposing and 
vigorous, Queen Mary (an almost circular 
flower of orange, with crimson base) tlie 
most perfectly formed. Tangieriue (of 
light orange tone) was also very line. 
Quite an attraction was the group of 
Llllum Henry! and other plants from the 
Alder River Nursery, Ivor Heath. Of im¬ 
posing stature—fully (i feet high- this 
handsome Chinese sjiecies looked well 
against a background of dark-leaved Acers, 
which in the garden should make as good 
a setting ns in the exhibition hall, l.ycoris 
squamigern, Clintonia Andrewslana (with 
roundish purple-black fruits), and Cori- 
nrin japonica (tho sprays golden with 
fruits) were other plants of interest. In 
a mixed group of alpines and shrubs from 
Mr. G. Relilhc, the cut sprays of Euery- 
pliia pinnatifolia, full of flower, arranged 
beside Berborklopsis oorallinn. were most 
effective, and next to these the white and 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


Digit 12 



Apgu&t- 25, 1917 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


WALLACE’S 

Irises and Iris Gardens 


f/v. 






a , mz 


tvM'- 




i 










- f-v 




s 


p--f 






IRIS ALCAZAR. 

F.C.C., R.H.S. 


“ Man has availed himself of the great 
laws of evolution in mightier matters 
than the Iris ; but in no theatre of 
his unsleeping efforts has he created 
purer beauty or wakened for flower 
lovers a truer joy than among the 
bearded Irises of June.” 

—Eden Phillpotts. in Country Life. 
June 2-lth. 1917. 

NOW 

is the time to plant the 

BEARDED 

IRISES 

QUR NEW IRIS LIST is much 

more than a mere Catalogue. 
It introduces a new system of classifi¬ 
cation. Varieties are.arranged accord¬ 
ing to COLOUR GROUPS and 
TIME OF FLOWERING. It 

is well illustrated, contains a complete 
List of the best and newest types, and 
offers for the first time new hybrids 
raised by Mr. A. J. Bliss, including 
DOMINION, the finest Iris yet 
raised. 

UNDER THE PAPER RESTRIC¬ 
TION ORDER, 1917, WE CAN 
ONLY SEND YOU THIS LIST, 
AND ALL OUR OTHER PUB¬ 
LICATIONS. IF YOU APPLY 
FOR THEM. 

Send a Postcard NOW , authorising us to 
send you our Lists as published. 
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THE IRIS WALK AT HALLINGBURY PLACE. 


IRIS SHAL1MAR. 


Try This Collection. 


Alcazar - F.C.C., R.H.S. 
Eldorado- A.M., R.H.S. 
Iris King- A.M., R.H.S. 
Isoline - A.M., R.H.S. 
Trojasa - A.M., R.H.S- 
Viola - H.C., R.H.S. 
Prosper Laugier 

A.M., R.H.S. 
Dawn - H.C., R.H.S. 
Caterina - A.M., R.H.S. 
Lohengrin A.M., R.H.S. 
Ringdove- A.M., R.H.S. 
Ma Mie 

One of each, carriage and 
packing free, 

21 /- 

R. WALLACE 

& CO., Ltd., 

COLCHESTER. 

UN I V E RS I TY Or I LLINOIS AT — 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
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crimson-flowered sprays of Feijoa Sellowi- 
ana the most striking. Tufts of blood- 
crimson anthers and leaves downy beneath 
add to the rich effect of this remarkable 
plant. Desfontainea spinosa, Tricuspi- 
daria lnnceolata. Sparaxls, Erica cinerca 
atro-rubeus, ami tlie intense cobalt-blue 
flowers of Gentiana Trzewalski were 
other attractive items. 

GLADIOLI. 

A great gathering of these came from 
Messrs. J. Kelway and Son, though we 
have often seen the .spikes of flowers in a 
higher state of excellence. This notwith¬ 
standing, there was a welcome display, 
from out of which we selected Orby (a fine 
crimson-maroon), Alderman (salmon- 
scarlet), James William Kelway (crimson- 
scarlet), Lady Constance Combe (yellow, 
with scarlet markings), Wearne Wyehe 
(scarlet and yellow), and Princess Mary 
(white and pink). These are of the large- 
flowered class. Golden Girl. Ghost, 
Josephine Kelway, and George Gordon are 
hybrids of the G. primulinus set, most of 
which are very beautiful. 

FLOWERING SHRUBS. 

These were mainly from Messrs. J. 
Cheal and Sons, and embraced a variety 
of things, some good Heaths among them. 
Of these, E. vulgaris pyramidalis alba was 
excellent, the flowers, of silvery whiteness, 
borne on pyramidal bushes 2 feet to 3 feet 
high. Potentilla Frcidricheni (with soft 
yellow flowers) was very beautiful, while 
Euonvmus nanus (pinky of capsule, which 
encloses orange-scarlet seeds) was most 
interesting. Clethra nlnifolia paniculata 
has spikes of pure white (very useful at 
this season). Berberis dictyophylla and 
Euonymus Iatifollus were also noted with 
masses of Sea Buckthorn. The firm also 
showed the Crawley Star Dahlias in 
variety, of which Ifield Star (rose-pink) 
was very beautiful. 

GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 

Carnations from Messrs. Aliwood 
Brothers were well displayed, the only 
novelty noted a shapely pink-flowered 
seedling, as yet unnamed. Circe (lielio- 
trojie fancy) was among the most distinct, 
while Destiny and Mrs. C. W. Ward 
(cerise shades) were also good. Interest¬ 
ing things from Mr. II. J. Elwes Included 
Hedyehium Gardnerlanum and the more 
richly-coloured H. cocciueum, which, more 
orange than scarlet, is very handsome. 
By comparison, H. gracile (white) is in¬ 
significant. Several Crinums were shown, 
C. Moorei, C. M. album (very fine), and 
O. M. platyiietalum. Ferns, from Messrs. 
II. B. May and Sons, were very good, and, 
in addition to many of the newer Nepliro- 
lepis, Adinntum Veitchi, and others, 
several forms of Polypodium vulgare were 
on view. These included semilacerum 
(the Irish form), pulcherrimum (very 
erect), and the varieties of P. cambricum 
Barrowi and Prestoni. which are among 
the most beautiful of the whole set. 

ORCHIDS. 

One of the best novelties shown was 
Cattleya Albion (Award of Merit) (C. 
O’Brieniana alba x C. Suzanne H.deCrom). 
It is very chaste and pure. C. Lord 
Rothschild Delicate and C. L. It. magni- 
fiea were very beautiful in rose and pink, 
with orange throat and crimson lip. A 
fragrant, richly-coloured Ladio-Cattleya 
was L.-C. Rheiins. L.-C. C. Woodhams 
was also good. These were from Messrs. 
Armstrong and Brown. Cattleya trium- 
phans, vnr. The Baron, with golden 
sepals and petals, and crimson-purple lip 
heavily lined with gold at the base, was 
shown by Mr. J. E. Shill, The Dell 
Gardens, Egham. It gained an Award of 
Merit. Notable was Brasso-Cattleya, 
Ilene variety, froUT*Messrs. Ffcry and 
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Black ; sepals and petals pink, the gof¬ 
fered and fringed lip having a golden base. 
In Messrs. Charlesworth's group, Cattleya 
Harold, var. Hesta, Odontlodas, Odonto- 
glossum Rolfm, and a variety of Lselio- 
Cattleya Appam were remarked. These 
varied from yellow and chrome to reddish 
in the sepals and petals, the lip being of 
rich crimson or like shade. In a small ex¬ 
hibit from Messrs. Sander and Son, 
Brasso-Cattleya Rex, Cattleya Saturn 
(white), and Lndio-Cattleva Mauretania 
variety were good. 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLES. 

Twenty varieties of first early and 
second early Potatoes were arranged by 
Messrs. Dobbie and Co., Edinburgh, the 
whole forming an attractive exhibit of 
high-class produce. Witch Hill and Mid¬ 
lothian Early, as staged, appeared to have 
much in common. They are, however, 
first and second earlies and white and 
yellow fleshed respectively. St. Cuthbert, 
a second early true Ashleaf sort, is said 
to be a great cropper. Dohbie's Favourite 
(white round) has the rouglrish exterior 
usually indicative of high table quality, 
while for America, a first early round, a 
great popularity is expected in the near 
future. Of excellent quality and a good 
cropper, it is a short-topi>ed variety, and, 
therefore, destined to find favour with cul¬ 
tivators in farm and garden. Messrs. 
H. Gannell and Sons, Eynsford, contri¬ 
buted a basket exhibit of the new Tomato, 
Lawson’s Favourite, a shapely sort, per¬ 
fectly finished, and of a brilliant colouring. 
A fruit exhibit came from Mr. II. Close, 
Orpington, Tlums being particularly good. 
Of these Belle de Paris, The Czar, and 
Early Prolific (Rivers’) were staged, their 
order representing the order of ripening 
and excellence. Timt first-named has an 
almost Gage-like flavour, and deserves to 
be widely known; compared with it, 
Early Prolific was poor. Apples, too, were 
well shown, Beauty of Bath being richly 
coloured. Later sorts, as The Queen, 
Lane's Prinee Albert, Lord Suffield, and 
others, were also shown. 

A complete list of the certificated plants 
and medals awarded appears in our ad¬ 
vertisement pages. 


The scarcity of birds.— The one I miss 
most is the wren. It used to flutter about 
in all the most sequestered nooks of the 
garden, under the Currant and Gooseberry 
bushes, in and out of the old stable, and 
among the young Yew-trees. Not one lias 
been visible this year, and hardly a robin. 
Its nest was the commonest in the garden. 
You could not take ten steps without see¬ 
ing a robin. Now it has become a rare 
visitor. Tlie little blue tit and the cole tit 
used to frequent the garden and the 
orchard all the year round; now only on 
rare occasions does one pay a casual visit. 
Blackbirds and song thrushes last year 
were a pest; over and over again, when 
they raided tlie Strawberry beds and the 
Raspberry plantation I was almost driven 
to take extreme measures against them, 
and at times called myself a soft senti¬ 
mentalist for not doing so. Now one is 
happy to see one us a rare visitor. There 
appeared to be something wrong in early 
spring when one noted the absence of their 
joyous mating song, and the garden should 
be more tempting to them than ever. The 
flower bods are a wilderness, but there is 
a superabundance of the common sorts of 
fruit and vegetables. Moreover, it is very 
quiet and undisturbed. I could not have 
believed it if the evidence was not thrust 
before my eyes that the pitiful cold of last 
winter could have effected so fearful a 
thinning out of the little feathered people. 
—Country Life . 


BEES. 

ROBBERY v. FEEDING. 

I wish to make more clear what was said 
on August 11th about the treatment of un¬ 
ripe honey. At the end of my last para¬ 
graph but one, it would be more correct 
to say : “ The honey will become less in 
bulk, but greater in density or thickness 
when cold.” And again: “One's own 
judgment must decide when the honey has 
thrown off sufficient moisture to make it 
thick enough when cold.” Ail honey goes 
thin when heated; consequently, though 
unripe honey during the heating process 
remains thin, yet by losing the excess 
moisture it attains to the possibility of 
becoming thick when it once again grows 
cold. A little misprint slipped into lines 
three and four, column 3, page 441, which 
should read : “ ... with a little thin, 

watery honey beneath, etc.” 

ItouBEnv is often a prominent and dis¬ 
turbing feature of an apiary during the 
latter half of August and September. It 
is indulged in not only by the bees’ alien 
enemy, the wasp, but also by bees of 
another colony, such as a neighbouring 
hive, or even by wild bees. Obviously, 
weak stocks are the first victims, though 
strong ones are sometimes called qpon to 
defend their homes. If wasps once ge. the 
upper hand there is no hope. The bees 
are driven out in a mass, and the wasps 
clean up tlieir abandoned stores with 
wondrous completeness anil celerity. 
Other bees, however, will often make a 
clean sweep of a hive if the bee-keeper 
does not quickly intervene with some de¬ 
fensive device. As nectar becomes more 
scarce, so robbing becomes more likely, 
then more determined and furious, with 
the result that stores are depleted, and 
bees—both robbers and robbed—are killed 
in large numbers. Robbing is very easily 
detected, and its signs are unmistakable. 
They are: Much agitation on the alight¬ 
ing board, wild, almost aimless, rushing 
about of tlie rightful owners, tentative 
hovering at the entrance by stranger bees, 
and, of course, vicious conflicts. Wasp 
robbery is too clear to need description. 
A wasp cannot be mistaken for a bee. In 
this matter delays are especially 
dangerous. Tackle the peril at once. 
Close tlie entrance to one bee-space. Rest 
a strip of glass about 4 inches long in 
front of the entrance, leaving the ends 
open. Some bee-keepers advise the “dark 
passage ” remedy^that is. either a strip 
of wood instead of glass, as above, anil 
placed similarly, or a piece of wood up 
tlie alighting board to the entrance, placed 
on two 1-inch blocks, half an inch apart. 
A dark tunnel is bewildering, both to bee 
and wasp robbers. Occasional sprinkling 
at the entrance with a one in ten carbolic 
solution is said to be useful, too. Killing 
wasps singly at the commencement of rob¬ 
bing is a good plan, because one wasp 
brigand very soon brings a band of robbers 
to the hive of plenty. Ergo, kill the 
scouts. Bottles containing treacle or 
beer, or sugar and water, placed near will 
attract wasps from hives, as they do from 
fruit, and trap them. 

Autumn feeding may well lieg'u in tlie 
last week of August, and should he 
finished by the end of September. With¬ 
out question, autumn food should he medi¬ 
cated with “ Bacterol ”—one tenspoouful 
to a pint of syrup—even if the Isle of 
Wight disease lie not even suspected. Tlie 
object of autumn feeding is to supple¬ 
ment tlie honey store and make sure that 
the hoes have sufficient food to carry them 
on to early spring at latest. I need 
scarcely say that the thick syrup should 
be given at this time of year. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

Yew and Box hedges bare at the bottom 

(, Hailtybury ).—You may cut down your 
Yew hedges fairly hard, but at the same 
time the pruning must not be of too drastic 
a nature. The best- time to do this is as 
soon as the harsh winds of early spring are 
over. A very important matter in connec¬ 
tion with old hedges, such as yours is, is 
that the ground in all probability is in a 
very impoverished state and a stimulant 
would be of great service. It is also likely 
to be very dry. If so, you might, when 
pruning is done, loosen the surface of the 
ground and give a thorough soaking of 
water. Then give a top-dressing of loam 
and manure, watering frequently during 
the summer if the weather is dry. If the 
weather is dry after pruning, a syringing 
overhead on bright, warm days will be 
beneficial, as moisture applied in this way 
acts as a stimulant to the production of 
shoots from comparatively old wood. The 
Box hedge may be treated in the same 
way. When sending queries on different 
subjects, kindly put each query on a 
separate sheet of paper with nom de plume 
to each one. 

VEGETABLES. 

Chives (Ireland ).—Chives are always in¬ 
crease,! by division of the tufts, the best 
time for doing so being March and April. 
The plants are usually grown as an edging, 
and seem to do better grown in that way 
than in a bed. It is a good plan to lift 
them, divide them, and replant every two 
or three years, as this helps to freshen up 
the tufts. The leaves, when wanted for 
use, are cut over with a knife, and appear 
to grow more vigorously the. oftener they 
are cut. There is no demanjl in the 
market for them. They are not particular 
as to soil, and will grow in any fairly good 
soil. Babbits do not cat them. 

Tomatoes in the open ( Tomatoc. ).—Any¬ 
where far away from the south coast, walls, 
and hot walls, too, are necessary for the 
production of good paying crops of out¬ 
door Tomatoes, and we do not advise wast¬ 
ing good plants, which have given sonic 
trouble to raise, by planting in the open 
garden and training to sticks, or even on 
walls which do not get the full sun only in 
phenomenal seasons, which wo may get 
once in a decade or so. Seeing you have 
put out your plants, the only thing you 
can do is, when growth has begun, to look 
over the plants carefully, removing all 
lateral growths, as outdoor Tomatoes do 
best as single cordons, and side growth 
should be curtailed from the first. The 
strain on fruiting plants is very great, and, 
unless they are well fed bv giving frequent 
top-dressings and plentiful supplies of 
manure-water, later fruits will he few and 
small. Wo would advise you, when you 
have secured about four hunches of fruit, 
to top the plant, and thus concentrate all 
its energy into the swelling of the fruit, 
giving then the various manures you refer 
to, more especially the liquid made from 
tile cow and sheep droppings. 

SHORT REPLIES. 

M. Waring .—Sec article in our issue of 
September 4th, 1915, on “Preserving 
French or Runner Beans.” A copy of the 

above can lie had, post free, for 2jd.- 

H'. 7*. Devine. —All depends on the number 
of men you have. If only one man, then 
the whole of his time will have to he de¬ 
voted to it—that is, if you want to ensure 
a good succession of vegetables and keep it 
clean. In the spring some assistance 
would be necessary in the preparation of 

the ground for the various crops.- 

Potato. —\Yo have never heard of the 
Potato.you inquire about, nor can we find 

it in any list we have by us.-- Miss 

Rotherham. —Kindly send specimens of the 
caterpillar, as those you sent were crushed 

beyond recognition.- Margaret Waring. 

— See reply to “ E. Hoare,” re 

“Bottling Green Pdfis, in our, islue, of 


—See reply to M. \V. It. Hoare, 
“Bottling Green 


July 7th, 1917, page 373. A copy of this 
number may be liad of the publisher, post 
free, for 2pi. In the case of the Broad 
Beans, the only thing you can do is to 
allow the seeds to ripen, and then store 
them in a dry cupboard in a bag. 

Names of plants.— Edith Wain.- —Flowers 
had fallen to pieces, and quite impossible 

to name with any certainty.- II. P. —I, 

Digitalis ferruginea; 2, Fuchsia procum- 
bens; 3, Thalictrum aquilegiaefohum; 4, 

Galega officinalis alba.- O. R. —1, Sedum 

Sieboldi variegatum; 2, Erigeron raucro- 
natus; 3, Campanula glomerata; 4, Linaria 

repens alba.- II. It. W. —1, Veronica 

spieata ; 2, Inula Helenium ; 3, Campanula 

laetiflora; 4, Geranium Endressi.- 

A. II. V. —1, Ladies’ Bedstraw (Galium 
verum) ; 2, Phacelia tanacetifolia; 3, Con- 
taurea montana; 4, Hicracium aurantia- 

cum.- F. P. —1, Euphorbia Lathyris ; 2, 

Schizanthus retusus; 3, Lysimachia cle- 

throides; 4, Geranium armenum. - 

II. It. tr.—1, Sedum album; 2, Sedum 
spectabile; 3, Sedum Rhodiola ; 4, Olearia 

Haasti.- E. F. —1, The Masterwort 

(Astrantia major) ; 2, Anthericum Lilia- 

strum; 3. Helenium pumilum.-IP. 

Wright .—Not a Geum, but a Potentilla. 
Impossible to say which from poor, crushed 

specimen.- Mrs. Roxbury. —1, Helianthus 

multiflorus Soleil <t’()r; 2, Potentilla fruti- 
cosa; 3, Impatiens glandulifera. The 

Potentilla is seen to best advantage in the 
rock garden. 

Name Of fruit.— Murray T. Foster .— 
Apple Janies Grieve. 

LIST OF AWARDS AT THE R.H.S. 
MEETING ON_AUG. 14, 1917. 

ORCHID COMMITTEE. 

Awards of Merit. 

Cattleya triiinipham The Baron, from Biiron Bruno 
Schroder, The Dell, Egham ; Cattleya Albion, from Messrs. 
Armstrong and Brown, Tunbridge Wells. 

Medals. 

Silver Flora. —Messrs. Armstrong and Brown; Messrs. 
Charlesworth and Co.. Haywards Heath. 

{Silver Banksian.—M essrs. Sanderand Son, St. Albans. 

FLORAL COMMITTEE. 

Award of Merit. 

Gladiolus Lady Rosemary Portal, from Messrs. Kelway 
and Son, Langport. 

Medals. 

Silver Gilt Banksian.—M essrs. Kelwny nnd Son, for 
Gladioli. 

Silver Flora.—M r. J. Box, Lind field, for Phloxes ; 
Messrs. II. B. May and Sons. Edmonton, for Ferns. 

Silver Banksian. — The Alder River Nursery, for 
Liliumn; Messrs. Allwood Bros., Haywards Heath, for Car¬ 
nations ; Messrs. Cheal and Sons, Crawley, for cut flowering 
shrubs ; Mr. G. Reuthe, Keaton, Kent, for hardy plants. 

FRUIT COMMITTEE. 

Medal. 

Silver Gilt Banksian. — Messrs. Dobbie and Co., 
Edinburgh, for Potatoes. 

Bulbs grown in the County Division of Holland, Linos., 

glvo batter results than from any other district. 

DAFFODILS. 

Barri conspicuus, 4*. Emperor, 6 s. 6 d. Sir Watkin (the 
Mountain Daffodil), 7s. Double Golden Phoenix, 4s 6 d. 
Vic toria, 6 s 6 d. Grandis, 4s. Horatieldi, 5s. tkl. Mixed 

varieties, 4s. __ _ ___ 

NARCLSbUrv 

Pnecox grandiflora. 5s. 6 J. (the first of all to bloom). 
Poet.ion 8 ornatus, 5s. 6 d. Pheasant-eye, 3a. Grand Priiuo, 
5s. 6 d. Double White, 3s. 6<1. Mixed varieties, 3s. 6 d. 

DARWIN TULIPS. 

Clara Butt, 8 a. Loveliness, 9s. 6 d. William Copeland. 14s. 
White Swan, 12s Famcombe Smders, 12s. Pride of Haar¬ 
lem, 10s. Erguste, 153. Mixed Darwin Tulips, 5s. 

MAY FLOWERING TULIPS. 

Bouton d'Or, 6 s. 6 d. Golden Crown, 4s. 6<1. ricotee. 64 . 6 d. 
Maorosphila, 4a. Ingelscombe Yellow, 12s. Mixed Cottage 
Tulips, Is. ... 

Bluebells, 3s. Snowdrops, Is. 6J. 

Above prices are all per 100. All first-class qunlity and 
large bulbs. Planting size bulbs (mostly flowering size) at 
half the above prices. 

Lilium candidum, 3s. 61. Sweet-scented Pieonies, 12s. 

per dozen. Crown Imperials, Is. 3d. each. 

Carriage paid on orders of 10a. and upwards. Order to-day 
—don't delay. 

FRED PARKES, 

Vina Gardens Nurseries, Wyberton, Boston, Lines. 


SANKEY'S<’S>POTS 

Ghe BEST and Cheapest - . I 

flafe quantity of each »lxe required and h*ve " carriage paid 
quotation (“carriage" frequently ■ mourn* to half value ol 
Roods), or write lor Price List, free. 

SPECIAL POTS ol all descriptions. Hulh Howl* and Fern 
Pan* from 2d. each. 

RICHARD SANKEW At SO/V, LT9. 
Bulwell PoUerieS, NOTTINGHAM. 


Colchicums s Crocus Species 

For Immediate Planting. 

COLCHICUMS 

Doz. 100 1,000 

Autumnale album .. .. 3/- 20/- — 

„ plenum, 1/- — 

each .. 10,6 — — 

„ plenum .. .. 3/6 20/- — 

,, maximum .. 3/- 17.6 

,, mixed .. .. 1/6 10/- — 

Bormimllerii.2/6 15/- — 

Giganteum .2/6 15'- — 

Specio.su m .2 6 15/- — 

„ album, 1/6 each .. 10/6 70/- — 

,, maximum (T.S.), 

1/6 each.. .. 15- — — 

Veratrifolium. 3.6 20/. — 

CROCUS SPECIES. 

Aut umn-fl o wering - 

Asturicuti .. .. .. 3 6 — — 


Clusii . 

Grajcu.s. 

Ochroleueu* 

Salzmnnnii 

Siculus .. .. .. 

SpecioBue Aitchisonii 
Tingitanus 
Zonatus . 


7,6 & 10/- 65/- k 85/- 
7/6 — 


Winter-flowering - 

Aucherii.2- 12 6 — 

Cancellatus var. Dnmasecmis 4 - — — 

Chrysanthus.16 10/- — 

,, fusco-tinctus .. 3/- 20/- — 

Ilyenmlis.1/6 8/- — 

Isauricus.6- 40- — 

Vitellinu8 . 3/- 20/- — 

Spring-flowerlner- 

A^rius .24'- — — 

Aureus.1/6 7,6 — 

Bunnaticus .3 - — — 

Heufellinnus.2/- 10,6 — 

Kotschyanus.3 - — — 

Maesiacus .3 - 17/8 — 

,, stellaris .. 14 7/6 — 

Versicolor obscurus .. .. 2 6 15/*. — 

,, violasceun .. .. 1/- 6/- — 

Complete Collection, with descriptions, will be found in 
Bulb List, which will be posted on application. 

T. SMITH, Dai sy Hill Nursery, NEWR Y. 

Select your Roses from my Coloured Charts 
illustrating 50 varieties direct from 
photographs. 


SEZORE PLANTING BE SURE TO WRITE FOR MY 
ILLUSTRATE!) - 

St"* 0 /,r *LOGUE 



THE JERSV< -J£RSt y ' 


DON’T MISS THIS 
Special Offer of Plants for Filling Up. 


40 Brussels Sprouts .. 3»l 40 Early Broccoli .. .. 3d 

40 Cabbage.3d 40 Second early ditto .. 3d 

40 Red Cabbage .. .. 3d 40 Late Broccoli .. .. 3d 

40 Kale, curled .. 3d 40 Late Queen ditto .. 3d 

40 Cole wort.3d 40 Sprouting Broccoli .. 3d 

40 Kohl Rabbi .. .. 3d 40 Savoy Cabbage .. .. 3d 

All first-class plants. All orders over 1/6 post free. 

S. Q. LEIGH, Broughton, HANTS. 

FIREPROOF PORTABLE BUILDINGS. 

a - j Tenant’# Fixtures. 

, J J Indestructible, Ever- 

lasting, Waterproof. 

lft’ ff^rTlli T O 1 — - r- ejt Dwellings, Bungalows, 

. fJ ' 1 j f YSyi] IV , Cottages, SchoolH. Offices, 

I LUr -* iyF'Wl |u- Workshops, Stores, Pav- 

1 I r rj --'■* {■/.' ilions, Huts. Shelters, 

ill y- - Ji 1, Stables, Garages, Hospi- 
tala, Factories, Hangeis, 
etc., etc. Estimates, plans and specification for every 
description of Building, free. 

FIREPROOF BUILDING CO., Ltd., 
741, Old Kent Road, LONDON, S.E. IS. 

PRIMULAS! PRIMULAS! PRIMULAS! 

45th year of Distribution. Our well-known magnificent st rain. 

Cinerarias, Obconicas, Calceolarias, etc. 

2s. per doz.; 12a. 6d. per 100, carriage paid. 

JOHN STEVENS & SON, Nurseries, Coventry. 

PREMATIONatGOLDER’SGREEN.N.W., 
nnd WOKING.— Large chapels, organ. Provision for 
deposit of urns, and for monuments. Less costly than 
burial. Descriptive booklet free on application to—LONDON 
CREMATION CO., 324, Regent ■ street. W. Telegrams, 
“Crematorium. London ." Telephone. 1907 Gerrnrd. _ 

FUe.o nr.utiom “ Gaid»alas muotratsd,’’ 
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THE CHEAPEST IN ENGLAND. 

No. 50. PORTABLE 

BUILDINGS. 

Mitde in complete flec¬ 
tion best nuality 
Red Deal (not in¬ 
ferior Foreign Match 
Boards ns other 
makers), pinned and V- 
jninied on strong fram¬ 
ing; lloof covered with 

U co m pressed A spindle 
over tongiied boards. 
Poor lilted with strong 
, . hinges, lock and key, 

Ccruriiilil nnutrrri. bolu, eU .. 


AuaubT 25, 1917 


GLASS.. 



8peolal Prices for Cash with Order In HulL 
CLASS, 4/21 oz. 

Boxes, 100 200 I Boxes, 100 209 

sq.ft sq.ft. sq.ft, sq.ft. 

8 x Sin.26 C 45 - , 12,14.15.16. 18,1 do ro 

9 x 7m. 29 - 47 6 I 3 ^ * 1*»». J “ “ 7J * 


10 x 8ln. 32 6 59 - 

12,l3.1l.l5x8in. 35- 61/- lfi 

11.12.13.14 x 'Jm. 36 6 62 J • 

12.13.14 x lOin. 39- 67- 20' 

13 x llin. 40- 68 - is' 

16.18.20 x 10i,i. 1 ±n m 7 o . 

16.18.20 xllinj 4 * 20 


16. 17. 18. 20 x) 

13m.| , . , __ 

16. 18. 20. 22,211 ** m 75 ’ 

x 1-4 in . J 

20,22,24x151 n.\ 

18. 20, 22, 24 x 48 - 79 - 
lBin. ,.j 
20,22,21 X 1 Sin. 48 - 82 - 



25 Years’ Record 

Chatham. 

2ilk August, lOi.'f. ' 

Dear Sira. 

iVill you kindly send me \ 
a No. 2 Greenhouse Hoiler to 
replace one of yours \rhich has I 
hetn in me for the past 25 

years. 

Tours faithfully, 

IK. A. U. 

Illustrated Pries List Free. 

Thos.W. ROBINSON, ltd. 

Dennis Iron Works, 

_ STOU R BRIDGE. 

■ CATALOGUE FREE. 

HORTICULTlOtAL AND 
^^SSNggjjg^ll PORTABLE. BUILDINC8 

0 f every description. 

Conservatories, Forcing Houses, Rustic Houses. Frames, 
Lights, Heating Apparatus, Harrows, Mowers, Workshops, 
Stables, Motor and Cycle Houses, Cottages, Bungalows, 
Studios, Huts, Shelters, etc. Also see List for latest designs 
in Poultry Houses, Brooders, etc. 

W. COOPER, LTD., 

LIOW CYCLES. 

Cash or monthly payments. 

Signed Guarantee for all time. 

_ Packed in crate free and carriage paid.. 

Since 1905 I have advertised in this napor, and have made 
and sold over 20,000 Machines. NO EXTRAS; Bell, Pump, 
and everything included. Carriage paid. YOU CAN 
RIDE AND TEST THE MACHINE FOR 10 DAYS. IF 
YOU DO NOT APPROVE 1 PAY ALL CARRIAGE. I 
have thousands of testimonials. Write to-day for copies 
nnd Catalogue, with illustrations and full specification. — 
GEORGE KKATHON. LTD. "LION CYCLE" WORKS, 
85. MOSELEY STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 


Copyright Registered. bolts, etc. 

CASH WITH ORDER. Strong 

Sizes. Floor. 

6 fl long. 4 ft. wide. 7 ft. high .. £1 16 0 12 - 

7 ft. long, 5 ft wide, 7 ft. 4 in. high 5 11 6 18 6 

8 ft. long, 6 ft. wide, 7 ft. 8 in. high 7 8 0 2I'6 

9 ft. long, 7 ft. wide, 8 ft. high 8 12 0 316 

10 ft. long, 8 ft. wide, 8 ft. 4 in. high 9 lo 6 42 6 

12 ft. long, 8 ft. wide. 8 ft. 4 in high H 1 G 50 6 

Carriage Paid to any Station in England and I Vales. 
Catalogue, with Testimonials, post free. 

J. T. HOBSON & CO., 

Largest Makers of Portable Buildings, 

Established 70 Years, BEDFORD 


FLOWER SHOW FIXTURES. 


AUGUST. 

August 2S.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

SEPTEMBER. 

September 11.—Royal Horticultural Society's Dahlia Show. 

„ 15.-Oswaldtwistle Horticultural Society. 

„ 24.—National Chrysanthemum Society’s Execu¬ 

tive Connniitce; National Chrysanthe¬ 
mum Society’s Floral Committee. 

„ 25.—Royal Horticultural Society's Vegetable 

Show. 

OCTOBER. 

October 2.—Royal Horticultural Society's Fruit Show (2 
days). 

,, 8.—National Chrysanthemum Society’s Floral 

Commit toe. 

„ 9.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees 

,, 22. — National Chrysanthemum Society’s Executive 

Committee; National Chrysanthemum 
Society's Floral Committee. 

,, 23 —Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

,, 29 —Nutional Chrysanthemum Society's Floral 

Committee. 

NOVEMBER. 

November 6.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees, 
National Chrysanthemum Society's 
Autumn Show (provisional date), Floral 
Committee. 

„ 19.—National Chrysanthemum iSociety's Execu 

life Committee; National Chrysanthe¬ 
mum Society's Floral Committee. 

„ 20.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

We shall he glad if Secretaries of Horticul¬ 
tural Societies will kindly send the dates of 
their various shows to Editor , Gardening Illus¬ 
trated, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields , London , IV. C.2. 


PUTTY. Best Soft. 1 cwt., 14 6; lewt., 7 9; iewt., 

4 6; 11 lbs., 2 6. 

DIAMONDS. 7 6 and 10/6 each. 

GLASS GUTTERS. 6 wheel, 1'6 each. 

BEST MIXED PAINTS.—7-Ib. levertins. White, 

10, j stone; ordinary colours, 7/- per atone. 

r. «$c a?, ross. ltd., ! 

—-BURTON ST.. HULL. Estab. 1843 



WOLVERHAMPTON AND LONDON, 


BEAUTIFUL 

CDLDURED PLATES OF FLOWERS 


SCREENS AND SCRAP BOOKS. 

Size 12 inches by 9| inches. 

Very suitable for framing or keeping in 
Portfolios for Students and others. 

3 Specimen Copies, 6d.; 12 for 16 ; 
25 for 3/-; 50 for 5 6 ; 100 for 10 - 

All post free. Well assorted , or customers' own 
selection. Specimen plate, post free, 3d. 

Address: MANAGER, 

63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

When writing Gardening firms please mention 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.’* 


VAPORITE '"SECii'w son. 

Of all Seedsmen 

Stwawsom CngMiCAi O L** rafoiegN Victoria St Lon qon 

Adver tisement B ates. 

Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


Lino Advertisements. -Single insertions. 9d. per 
line, niiiiinitiiii throe lines (about twanty words (ill the first 1 
three lines, and nine words each additional line). Front j 
page, if guaranteed, Is. per line. No reduction for series. 

Terms for Display Advertisements, lte. par 

mch (reduction lor senes). 

Advertisers not having a regular account at the office 
must accompany their or lers with remittance. Orders an! 
advert.semeut copy should be addressed— 

MANAGER, 

63, LINCOLN'8 INN FIELDS, L0N00N, W.C. 2. 

yiNES AND VINE CULTURE.—By A. F. 

“ llarron, V.M II. (late Superintendent of the Royal 
Horticultural Society's Gardena). Illustrated. Price 5a. 
net; post free, 5s. 6d. Fifth edition. Describes and Illus¬ 
trates tne Latest Grape Culture.-MANAGER, 63, Lincoln’s 
Inn FieldB, London, W.CJL , 


If you arc interested in this week’s 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post lor three months, 2/6 ; six 
months, 5/-; twelvemonths, 10/-; for Abroad, 12/-. Annual subscribers 
will receive the year’s complete Index to the volume free of charge. 

To Publisher or Newsagent :— 

Please deliver “ Gardening Illustrated ” weekly for which I 
enclose _ 


Name. 


Address (in full) 


(Mr., Mrs., or Miss) 


Digitizer 


Google 


Printed and Published by the Proprietor, W. RopiNBON, at the Office, 63, I/incoln'a Inn Fields, London, W.Q. X — 
August 25, 1917. Telephone: Uolboru 73L 
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NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 


THE HOAIE OF THE PEACH. 

Tm: Peach was introduced into Greece and 
Italy from Persia shortly after the beg'n- 
ning of the Christian era, and paintings of 
the Peach-tree hare been found on the 
walls of houses in Pompeii. It is evident 
that the Peach-tree could not have been a 
real native of Persia, else it would have 
been known to the Greeks far earlier. 
The word Peach is a corruption of the 
Latin name Malum persicum, the Persian 
Apple, by which it was called. It can be 
traced through French and late Latin to 
this source. 

Undoubtedly, the reach is a native of 
China, where it has been cultivated from 
the earliest times. I saw it in Central 
China, growing in little orchards and 
around peasants’ cottages, as at Ichang, 
1,000 miles Inland from the sea, on the 
Yangtse River. Here, at latitude 30 degs., 
it was growing at elevations of 100 feet to 
3,000 feet or -1,000 feet, and enjoyed a 
really hot spring and summer. The 
Peaches at Ichang were pretty good : in 
fact, E. H. Wilson says they were as deli¬ 
cious In flavour here as anywhere in the 
world ; attributable to the climate, and not 
to any care in cultivation. 

All the ordinary varieties of Teach occur 
in China, and are probably of ancient date. 
As in the case of other cultivated plants, 
there is some uncertainty as to what is 
the wild form. Some people consider 
Primus Davidiana, of Northern China, to 
be the real wild Peach. Wilson disagrees 
with tliis view, and thinks that the type 
of tlie garden Peach is no longer to be 
found in the wild state. He admits, how¬ 
ever. that the Peach nearest to tlie garden 
Peach is what he calls “a subspontaneous 
form, which is abundant on cliffs and by 
roadsides all over tlie provinces of Western 
Hureli and Szechuan.” I often saw 
these “wild” Peach-trees in wild locali¬ 
ties in tlie mountains of Hupeh, near 
Ichang; and I had no doubt that they 
were just as truly wild us any other shrub 
or tree. Tlie fruit of tlie wild form was 
small, hard, and almost inedible. In all 
probability, both Primus Davidiana of 
North China and llie “wild” Primus Per¬ 
sia of Central China are parents of tlie 
cultivated Peach, and some hybridising 
may have occurred in ages past. E. H. 
Wilson found a remarkably distinct wild 
Poach near Ta Cliien Lu, on the frontier 
of Tibet and Szechuan. This is a large 
tree, growing in rocky places, and produc¬ 
ing small, downy fruits, which contain 
perfectly smooth stones, that are free and 
relatively very small. The leaves of this 
peculiar Peach, which lias been named 
Primus Mira, are narrow, lance-shaped, 
with long jioints. Wilson, in Ills “ Natura¬ 
list in China,” Vol. 1, page 203, says that 
tliis new Peach Is now in cultivation (pre¬ 
sumably in tlie Arnold Arboretum. 
US.A.) ; and, as it comes from a cold 
climate, lie prophesies that when it is 
crossed with the ordinary Peach we may 
get a hardier race. 

Much may be learnt about the early 
history of the Peach in De Candolle’s 
"Origin of Cultivated Plants” and in 
Bretschneider's botapi^pl 

Digitized by 


A Meadow Rue in August (Thalictrum 
dipteroearpum).—This tall and most grace¬ 
ful plant is as good for the house as for 
my mixed border, where it is the most 
winning of the August flowers. It keeps 
well in the house. I almost ill-treated the 
older members of the family. I hope now 
these great mountain pastures and flowery 
valleys of China may have other kinds as 
good to go with it.—W. 

Seeds lying dormant.— Seeing a note in 
Gardening, August 18th, page 445, headed 
“ Reappearance of Plants,” 1 write to tell 
of some plants which came up in the soil 
from an old wall which was knocked down 
in our yard in the winter. I had five of 
these plants identified, and they are all 
aliens. The wall looked very old when we 
came here twenty-live years ago. About 
live more plants have bloomed, and they 
also look foreign.—A. Donovan, Cork. 

Silene orientalis compacts.— This Catch- 
fly has done remarkably well this year. 
Planted on a dry ledge in the ruck 
garden, it flowered profusely through the 
intense heat and drought of midsummer, 
and is still covered with bloom. Instead 
of the 2 feet stems remaining upright they 
have assumed a sprawling habit and sen! 
up a profusion of erect, flower-clustered 
laterals from base to tip. The colour is 
good—u brilliant, clear carmine-rose—and 
the flowers arc deliciously Clove-scented.— 
A. T. J. 

Leycesteria formosa.—It may lie in¬ 
teresting to those who linve remarked on 
some plants doing better after the late 
severe winter than they have ever done 
before to hear that tlie above shrub, which 
had only led a struggling existence with 
me since I put it in four years or five years 
ago, and had never shown a flower, is this 
year blooming freely and double its former 
size. This may be partly due to tlie heavy 
rains with hot sunshine in between that 
have prevailed here for the last fortnight, 
my soil being usually very dry. It is a 
particularly attractive flower.— Bosmeue, 
Suffolk. 

The annual Convolvulus (C. tricolor).— 
This little climber, which seldom attains 
more than 1 foot in height, is very useful 
from July to autumn. If the seed is put 
into chinks in the rock garden or about the 
borders of walks in May, the large and 
brilliant trumpets, with their extra¬ 
ordinary range of colour, will add a part¬ 
ing glory to the shabby remnants of spring 
and summer. In addition to the lovely 
colours and forms of this lowly plant, it 
has a virtue rare among its kind—viz., 
when it dies, it dies. You limy sow C. 
tricolor without being haunted by tlie same 
kind of fear with which one recalls the 
day wlii'ii one planted a Morning Glory to 
reap a vegetable octopus.—A. T. J. 

A substitute for a flower garden.— This 
cool summer Is not good for tlie “ bed¬ 
ding plants”—Pelargoniums, etc. I have 
been reading for the lirst time Sir Herbert 
Maxwell’s essay on gardens in his “Post 
Meridlana,” in which lie takes a just view 
of bedding out. and carpet gardening. Two 
days ago I paid a visit to a line old stone 
house in a near county, and there saw the 
hideous business as bad as ever, and in 
a space admirably suited for a real flower 


garden. It was on the wealilen soil, where 
such flowers are not at their best and the 
effect less showy than on warm soils ; not 
a Tea Rose or Lily or any flower of grace 
or distinction in the beds. At the lodge 
there was a bed of Calceolarias (and none 
of the flowers that make cottage gardens 
often so pretty), a sure sign of what one 
might expect around the big house. It is 
odd how the poor substitute still exists, 
and is partly owing to the idea that the 
Rose is not in its light place in the flower 
garden—a fatuous notion that arose in tlie 
days of the summer Roses that bloomed 
for a short season only.—W. 

Magnolia parviflora.— It is always 
pleasant to hear that reputedly tender 
shrubs are hardier than is generally be¬ 
lieved, so that I am obliged to “ W. J. II.” 
(page 443) for the useful note testifying to 
the hardiness of this line shrub or small 
tree. Although certain other authorities 
do not state that there is any doubt about 
the hardiness of this Magnolia, I may be 
permitted to quote what Mr. A. D. Webster 
says about it in his “ Flowering Trees and 
Shrubs”:—“It is a very distinct and 
attractive species, but. cannot generally be 
relied uikiu as hardy.” My own statement 
was founded upon knowledge of the plant 
in several places, where the conditions are 
possibly more trying than at Kew, but the 
views of your correspondent are worthy of 
consideration, and may encourage those 
who have failed, to try again, and those 
who have not grown this Magnolia to do 
so.— S. Aiinott. 

Rock garden Verbenas.— Of these, V. 
clinmaedrifolia perished last winter, but 
some protected plants have been in bloom 
since midsummer, and will continue until 
late autumn. The creeping habit is useful, 
and the dazzling scarlet of the large 
flower-heads, a great acquisition at any 
season, gives a cheerful patch of colour in 
the autumn. V. venosa is equally good in 
its way. The upright steins produce n suc¬ 
cession of rich purple flowers from July to 
October, and here, at any rate, this plant 
is perfectly hardy. V. ehama'drlfolia is 
apt to suffer from mildew in (he late 
season, and the hairy leaves of V. venosa 
are said to lie poisonous to the touch witli 
some people. Rut neither of these faults 
is sufficiently serious to prejudice one 
towards such excellent rock-garden sub¬ 
jects. The little creeping V. radlcans ap¬ 
pears to he rather more fastidious than 
either of the foregoing.— A. T. Johnson, 
North Wales. 

Magnolia Soulangeana nigra. —This 
Magnolia, concerning which “ R. H. 
Beamish ” inquires, on page 44(1 of Garden¬ 
ing, was Introduced from Japan, by Mr. 
John Gould Yeitcli, in 1801. It would ap¬ 
peal' to have remained some time at 
Coo ml a* Wood before special attention was 
directed to its merits. To the late Mr. 
George Nicholson, when at Kew, must I 
believe be given the credit of bringing it 
prominently forward. There is no doubt 
that it is oiie of the Soulangeana group, or 
which there are now so many. The ori¬ 
ginal M. Soulangeana, which was raised 
in France nearly a century ago, was ob¬ 
tained from seed of M. consplcua fertilised 
by the pollen of M. obovatn, or purpurea, 
ns it is sometimes called. Since then a 
great number of tlie sanle. origin have been 
raised, and are known by different varietal 
names. The variety n'gra is remarkable, 
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not only for the deep colour of the blos¬ 
soms, but also for the fact that it origin¬ 
ated in the East, whereas all the others 
are of European origin.—K. It. IV. 

Grinum Powelli in South-west Scotland. 

—This does well in several south-west of 
Scotland gardens, and the other day I saw 
it in flower in the garden of Mr. E. A. 
Hornel at Broughton House, Kirkcud¬ 
bright. At St. Mary’s Isle, Kirkcudbright, 
this Crinum is a great success, and there 
are other places in the same county and in 
Wigtownshire, as well as In Ayrshire near 
the coast, where it flourishes. This 
Crinum, a hybrid between C. longifolium 
and C. Moorei, is generally cultivated in 
this neighbourhood in front of a green¬ 
house or stove, so as to obtain as much 
heat as possible. This is not necessary in 
warm gardens, and at Broughton House 
it is growing in a border close to the rock 
garden, where it does better than near a 
uall.—S. A KNOTT. 

Dahlia Rosso. — Few of the old fancy 
and show forms of the Dahlia have any 
attraction for me, but of the newer Freony- 
flowered, Collarette, and Decorative types 
of the flower I have a favourable opinion 
as plants for garden embellishment and 
for cutting. The raisers describe the 
above as semi-single, of cupped form, on 
wiry stems, this description being about 
correct. The colour of the flowers, which 
are each about 4 inches in diameter, is 
their chief charm, and this may be de¬ 
scribed as rich pink (some say imperial 
pink) on a yellow ground, with golden 
centre and golden stamens. The plant is 
bushy and free-flowering, and comes into 
bloom much earlier than most other 
Dahlias.—D. B. Crane, HigJigate, A r . 

Increasing Anchusas from root cuttings. 

—As to this, E. H. Jenkins (page 390) 
says: “To allow the cuttings to remain 
till a tendency to starvation is evident is 
but admitting that the work of potting off 
or transplanting should have been done 
long before.” I do not think any gardener 
worthy the name would be guilty of such 
negligence. Anchusas have a goodly 
appetite, and object to root restriction of 
any kind. I do not agree that as good 
results can lie obtained by using cuttings 
an inch long as by using cuttings 4 inches 
long. The difference in length represents 
a proportionate difference in stored 
vitality. The statement that by the use 
of deep boxes a greater bulk of soil than 
is necessary is used is, I think, wrong. 
The question as to whether too much is 
used is, 1 think, entirely dependent on 
the man behind the water-pot. I am sure 
that better results are obtained from an 
October than from a February start. 
There is little apparent activity, but the 
cuttings are in the meantime almost im¬ 
perceptibly, but surely, callusing, and, as 
it were, preparing for a start on tlie first 
appearance of more congenial weather.— 
I>. Wilmshukst, H.G.A., B.E.F., France. 

Lewisia Howelli. —This is, I take it, the 
best of the Lewisias from the Rocky 
Mountains, and in the heyday of ils 
flower beauty or the full development of 
its leafage a charming and interesting 
plant. Like others, it lias not acquitted 
itself well during recent winters. More 
than once it has been stated to be either 
" iiorfectly hardy ” or an “ ideal subject 
for wall gardening or dryish crevices in 
tile rock garden,” but in none, so far as 
my experience goes, has it proved first- 
class, the majority having succumbed 
during the winter following a good flower¬ 
ing. A recent exjierience of it at Wisley, 
while showing that the rock wail or crevice 
is not the best plage for the plant, invests 
it, however, witl/a new. InWostL A small 


colony of plants flowered well on a sunny 
sloite of the rock garden last year, and 
when the winter hud gone left but little 
evidence of their past beauty. Presently, 
however, seedlings began to appear by the 
score over a yard-wide area, so that there 
is hoiie of this very distinct plant taking 
care of itself in such places and providing 
a display at some future time. It may be 
that from gathered seeds and seedlings 
raised elsewhere greater progress would 
be made than iri tire above-named instance, 
though that fact does not lessen the 
interest or value of tlie object-lesson as it 
stands.—E. II. Jenkins. 

Aralia Veitchi from cuttings.— I have 
propagated Aralia Veitchi from cuttings, 
but tlie results were not satisfactory 
enough to warrant the continuance of this 
mode of increase. Tlie cuttings that 
struck best were the weak side shoots, but 
not taken off with a heel. They were put 
into pots of sandy soil and plunged in a 
gentle bottom heat in a dose propagating 
case in tlie stove. Tlie plants increased in 
this way grew away os freely afterwards 
as grafted ones. With regard to grafting, 
I see that “ Kirk,” page 431, speaks of this 
Aralia being grafted on Aralia (Fatsia) 
japonica. I have never seen this done, 
and should very much doubt if it would 
prove to be a jiermanent success. In esti¬ 
mating the chances, it must be borne in 
mind that Aralia Veitchi requires the 
temperature of a stove, whereas A. 
japonica is a hardy shrub though often 
grown in tlie greenhouse. I should not 
expect a union of such dissimilar s-ubjects 
to be a permanent one, though, as above 
stated, I have not tried it. One very good 
reason is tlmt Aralia reticulata makes a 
very desirable stock for A. Veitchi. It 
(A. reticulata) roots very freely from 
cuttings, and if grafted as close to the 
ground as possible and tlie point of union 
covered when tlie plants are potted, the 
result is that they arc practically on their 
own roots. Both A. reticulata and A. 
Veitchi require a stove temperature.— 
W. T. 

Hydrangea arborescens war. grandi- 
flora. —The Hydrangeas that bloom in 
August and September are very useful. 
The plant under notice is ns ornamental 
in many ways as the better-known II. 
Ilortensia or II. hortensis, as it is variously 
called, its only fault being that its slender 
stems are often too weak to support the 
large flower-liwuls in an erect position. 
It is, however, superior to that plant, be¬ 
ing much hardier, aud can be grown in 
gardens in many parts of tlie country 
where, except under glass, II. Hortcusia is 
a failure. The shrub under notice is a 
variety, introduced ten years ago, of a very- 
old garden shrub, II. arborescens, intro¬ 
duced from the Eastern United States in 
1730. So superior is the variety to the 
type that it is probably far better known 
in this country than the type. II. 
arborescens is a spreading bush 3 feet to 
4 feet higli bearing rather large, rounded 
leaves, and flat heads up to 0 Inches across 
of small, cream-coloured, fertile flowers. 
The variety' grnndiflora is similar in habit, 
the difference between the two plants be¬ 
ing in the inflorescence, for, while that of 
the type is composed almost entirely of 
cream-coloured, fertile flowers, that of tlie 
variety bears almost entirely large, white, 
sterile flowers, each one of which is com¬ 
posed of four bracts. Tlie flowers begin 
to open in July and are at their best during 
August and part of September. It. tlilives 
in good loamy soil, and should be pruned 
almost to tlie ground-line in February, for, 
by encouraging young, vigorous growths 
each year, the licet flower-heads are pro¬ 
duced.—D, 


FRUIT. 


DESSERT GOOSEBERRIES. 

Many, especially amateurs, when planting 
Gooseberries imagine that one variety, 
apart, perhaps, from colour, is very much 
the same as another, and that what is 
good for jam-making cannot, when ripe, 
be amiss for eating. To a certain extent 
no doubt this is true. A thoroughly ripe 
Gooseberry, no matter of what variety, 
possesses some kind of flavour, hut it is, 
nevertheless, true that there arc some im¬ 
measurably superior, as eating berries, to 
others. It may be laid down as an axiom 
that the thinner the skin tlie more delicate 
is the flavour. Those who have grown tlie 
huge overgrown exhibition varieties, such 
as Trumpeter, Leveller, Dan's Mistake, ami 
others of that ilk, will readily admit that 
these are not at all conqiarable with, for 
example, Yellow Sulphur, Whitesmith, 
Langley Gage, or even Warrington. The 
difficulty in knowing what varieties to 
select is due, partly at all events, to the 
large numbers catalogued by nurserymen, 
aud it must te freely conceded that in 
some catalogues the numbers are em¬ 
barrassing not only to amateurs, but to 
gardeners whose experience of large col¬ 
lections of Gooseberries may be limited 
With a view, therefore, to helping such, 
the following varieties may be mentioned 
as being good for the dessert and equally 
so for general purposes. It may be neces¬ 
sary to add, however, that none of the 
varieties indicated are what generally go 
under the name of “ exhibition ” varieties, 
save when flavour is specifically called for. 

There is something, of course, in per- 
sonal taste, that is to say, some consumers 
are attracted by tlie colour of tlie berry— 
white, green, yellow, or red. It fhay be 
said of dessert Gooseberries that a good 
berry cannot he of a bad colour. I grow, 
or have grown, all tlie sorts mentioned be¬ 
low, and they may be confidently recom¬ 
mended as the cream of their respective 
colours. Among 

11ed varieties I give pride of place to 
Red Champagne, closely followed by Keen's 
Seedling. Wilmott’s Early Red is an 
early sort, of good quality and an excel¬ 
lent bearer. Scotch Nutmeg, Speedwell, 
and Ironmonger are a fine Jrio, and while 
Whiubnm's Industry is more generally 
grown for use in a green state (owing to 
its prolific character), yet when well 
thinned and quite ripe it is not far from 
being first-rate in point of flavour. 

Green Gooseberries arc, in my estima¬ 
tion at least, the best of all when judged 
from tlie point of flavour. It would he 
difficult to say whether Green Gascoigne, 
Hedgehog, or Pitinaston Greengage is the 
best, but if pressed on tlie question I would 
vote for the first-mentioned. Pilot is a 
fairly good sort, but neither tlmt Goose¬ 
berry nor Early Green Hairy equals the 
three first-mentioned. 

White is well represented in the dessert 
class of Gooseberries. Langley Gage. 
Bright Venus (occasionally misnamed 
Bright Venice), Crystal, Whitesmith, and 
Snowball are all suitable for dessert, 
Langley Gage and Whitesmith being a 
shade better than the others in respect of 
flavour. 

Yellow. — Everyone knows and ap¬ 
preciates Yellow Sulphur, and there are 
other yellows which only require to be 
more widely kuowu to become equally 
popular. Golden Coin and Langley Beauty, 
for example, are by some considered to 
excel the older variety, while Yellowsmith 
and Leader are almost as good. Other 
1 (wo well-flavoured and capital sorts are 
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Rumbullion and IIroom Girl, while a per¬ 
sistent bearer in Golden Lion may fitly 
finish my selection. W. McGuffoo. 

Palmar, Kirkcu(1 brigli t. 

[Many years ago a trial of Gooseberries 
iraa conducted in the Royal Horticultural 
Society's Gardens at Chiswick, and Mr. 
Barron, in the course of sampling the 
carious kinds, selected a variety known as \ 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Black Currant leaves, rust on.—I shall 
be obliged if you will tell me the reason, 
cause, and remedy for complaint which has 
attacked my Black Currant bushes, speci¬ 
mens enclosed!' They are young bushes 
(two years). The fruit crop was poor this 
year, but I believe they are overcrowded 
I and under-pruned.—A. C. Seth Smith. 



Escallonia edinensis. From a photograph in Mr. Hanbury's 
garden at Brockhurst, E. Grin stead. 


Gretna Green, a small, hairy, dark-green 
variety, as tltc acme of perfection when 
flavour teas taken into account. It would 
he interesting to learn if any of our 
readers know or have grown this variety. 
A point in favour of this Gooseberry is 
that it is of upright growth, the fruit in 


this way escaping the soil splashing that 


results witen the gr, 
Ed.] 



[The fungus on the Black Currant leaf 
is one that seems to be becoming increas¬ 
ingly common. It Is called Melampsora 
salieis viminalls, and is one of those 
curious species that pass the autumn and 
winter on the leaves of a plant altogether 
different from (lie host on which they grew 
In summer. In tills ease the alternate host 
is the Salix viminalls, a common Willow 
in many parts of the country. Wherever 


the two grow in proximity the rust may he 
expected to occur upon aud more or less 
damage the Black Currant. Nothing can 
usefully lie done this year, but, possibly, 
spraying with Bordeaux mixture or Bur¬ 
gundy mixture might help to ward off the 
attack if done in May or early in June 
next year. Nothing short of the total de¬ 
struction of Salix vimlnalis for a long 
distance round is likely to prevent the post 
occurring to some extent.] 

Loganberries failing, —I generally have 
a good crop of Loganberries. This year 
they are a failure. Please sav what is 
amiss? I enclose shoot.—It. hi. Lang- 

FIELD. 

[The leaves of the Loganberries sent 
have been attacked by some sucking in¬ 
sect now gone ; but we suspect some other 
cause has contributed to the failure of the 
berries. Were the flowers attacked by the 
Raspberry-beetle earlier? It is a little 
brown beetle which devours the stamens 
and often the pistil of the flower as well, 
sometimes completely, sometimes only par¬ 
tially. It also lays eggs in the flowers, 
and these hatch out Into the grubs often 
found in the fruits.] 

Pears bursting. —Can the copious rains 
be a cause of the Jargonelle Pear bursting 
and rotting on the trees? —Sussex. 

[Yes, in all probability the rain is the 
cause, coming as it did after the dry 
months of June and July. The heavy rains 
in August soaked the ground and caused 
an excessive flow of sap into the fruits, re¬ 
sulting in bursting and finally rotting. 
The same thing happens in the case of 
Peaches, Grapes, Tomatoes when an over¬ 
dose of water is given as the fruits are 
colouring.— Ed.] 


TREES AND SHRUBS. 

SOME HYBRID ESCALLONIAS. 
Although the genus Escallonia includes a 
number of ornamental flowering species, 
one only, E. philippiana, is sufficiently 
hardy for general cultivation, the other;; 
being seen at their best in the southern or 
sauth-west counties, where they thrive 
amazingly and grow into very large 
bushes, which flower profusely and are 
also good evergreens. One species, E. 
macranthn, also forms a useful hedge 
plant and is used for that purpose in some 
gitrdens in the south-west, being a 
favourite plant for dividing the Narcissus 
fields in the Stilly Isles, where, ns fences 
(i feet high, it affords shelter from the 
strong sea breezes. Both this and other 
Escallonias withstand sea air well, even 
when subjected to considerable exposure. 
In addition to the species there are several 
hybrids, which, while equally as beautiful 
as the best species, are hardier than many 
of them, and thrive where the species do 
not succeed. Escallonias do not require 
special soil, for they thrive in light and 
moderately heavy loam, provided it is well 
drained, and give excellent results in the 
disintegrated granite of Cornwall. Cut¬ 
tings of soft shoots inserted in light soil 
root easily during summer, and the plants 
do not require regular pruning. Where 
the climatic conditions are unsuitable for 
planting Escallonias in the open they may 
often he grown successfully against wails. 
Some of the best of the hybrids are as 
follows : — 

E. exoniensis, a hybrid between E. 
pteroeladon and E. rubra, forms a large, 
shapely bush up to 20 feet high. It has 
dark green leaves, which are normally 
evergreen, though during a severe winter 
many may fall. The tubular flowers, 
white flushed outside with rose, arc pro¬ 
duced in racemes during the greater part, 
of summer and early autumn. It grows 
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well about London in the open, but the 
finest plants in the country are to be found 
in Devonshire and Cornwall. Messrs. 
Veiteli, of Exeter, raised this tine shrub in 
their nursery over twenty years ago. 

E. edinensis is a very beautiful shrub 
with long, arching branches elothed with 
dark green leaves, which may be ever¬ 
green or deciduous, according to the 
weather. It grows at least 10 feet high, 
and bears from June to August racemes 
of rich rosy-red flowers. At its best the 
flowers are so numerous as to almost hide 
tlie leaves. As it is a hybrid between E. 
1‘hilippiann and E. punctata it inherits a 
good deal of the hardiness of the former 
species. A glance at the accompanying 
illustration will show what it is worth as 
a flowering shrub, although the picture 
docs not show - the rich colouring of the 
flowers. It was raised in the Royal 
Botanic Garden, Edinburgh. 

E. langlevensis was raised by Messrs. 
Veiteh in .their Langley nursery, and is of 
similar jiarentage to the last-named, and 
so similar in growth and flowers to E. 
edinensis as to call for no special re¬ 
marks. It is hardy and grows well in the 
ojien or planted against a trellis. 

E. Inguami is considered to be a hybrid 
between E. mncrantha and E. punctata. 
It is of sturdy habit, evergreen, and pro¬ 
duces attractive rosy-red flowers freely 
during the summer. D. 


SUMMER-LEAFING SHRUBS FOR 
SMOKY DISTRICTS. 

Taking into consideration the amazing and 
continuous growth of London and other 
cities in this country, and the consequently 
great increase in the area of the "smoke- 
laden” atmosphere surrounding each and 
all of these densely-populated districts, an 
important matter is Uie selection of sum¬ 
mer-leafing shrubs that will thrive under 
such adverse conditions. Now, happily, 
there is a considerable choice amongst 
these, as, from the fact of the foliage be¬ 
ing renewed every season, they start into 
growtli with Increased energy each suc¬ 
ceeding spring. Amongst the best for the 
puriMise must be mentioned the Lilacs. 
These hold their own almost anywhere, 
and, even if they do not flower, often serve 
to furnish a corner where little else would 
grow. Tlie more vigorous kinds of l'hiln- 
delphus are valuable, and especially so is 
the Flowering Currant (Ribes sau- 
guineum). whose drooping clusters of 
blossoms render it in spring such a con¬ 
spicuous object. A good companion to it 
is the Golden Currant (It. aureum), the 
foliage of which is smoother and more 
glossy than that of tlie first-named Cur¬ 
rant, and, consequently, dirt does not so 
easily effect a lodgment on it. Besides 
tliis, the beautiful golden blossoms are pro¬ 
duced very plentifully. The Guelder Rose 
is about the best of the deciduous Vibur¬ 
nums, and is a good town plant. Bush 
Honeysuckles (Weigelas) of all sorts are 
vigorous in constitution, and will not only 
grow, hut often flower, under very adverse 
circumstances, hut in order to secure a 
good display of bloom they need at least a 
fairly sunny spot. On dry, sandy places, 
whether tlie atmosphere lie smoke-laden or 
not. the best of shrubs arc the 
Coluteas on Bladder Sennas, the 
tender green pinnate foliage of which is 
most attractive in spring, and their yellow 
or reddish Pea-shaped flowers in summer, 
and curious inflated seed-pods that remain 
on after the fall of the leaf in autumn, 
make them most interesting. Tlie bush- 
habited Forsythia viridissitna and the 
rambling growing F. suspensn nre both 

latter 
i’yrus 


valuable early-flowering shrubs, 
being extremely — - — 


owerjng shrubs, tin 
I^tty^ a 


Malus floribunda is another beautiful 
spring-flowering shrub; indeed, in making 
a selection of the best flowering shrubs for 
any position, this would certainly be de¬ 
serving of a place. The different Hyperi¬ 
cums (especially the common kind) resist 
smoke pretty well, and being in addition 
shade-loving plants, they often thrive 
under very disadvantageous circumstances. 
Rubus deliciosus, though a native of tlie 
Rocky Mountains, flowers freely in town 
gardens, where anything like favourably 
situated. The Elder, too, does well almost 
anywhere, and in a very sunny spot the 
golden-leaved variety is very attractive 
during summer. Tlie common Barberry, 
even though it may not flower or fruit so 
freely as when in the open, will, neverthe¬ 
less, hold its own as a town shrub, as will 
also Uydouia japonic;!, which in its many 
varieties may he utilised for town gardens. 
The Jew's Mallow (Kerria japouica) will 
show its golden Rose-like blossoms nearly 
throughout the summer, and of Roses, the 
most satisfactory is the large single- 
flowered Japanese species (Rosa rugosa) 
whose vigorous constitution often serves 
it in good stead. The bright yellow bark 
of Salix vitellina renders it conspicuous 
during the winter, and the red shoots of 
the Dogwood also afford variety. The 
white fruits of the Snowberry (Symphorl- 
enrpus) are very pretty, and the large 
pinnate-leaved species of Rhus nre not only 
handsome from a foliage point of view, 
but are also good town plants. From any 
selection of shrubs for smoky districts the 
several colour forms of the Rose of 
Shaaron (Hibiscus syriacus) must not be 
omitted. The different Thorns (Cratmgus) 
properly come under the head of trees, but 
some of them only attain tlie dimensions 
of bushes. All the free-growing varieties 
of the May do well in towns, and other 
desirable sorts for this purpose nre the 
Cockspur Thorn (Cratogus Crus-galli), C. 
coccinea, and C. eordata, with their many 
varieties. 

BLADDER NUTS. 

(Staphylea). 

Stapiiylea is a genus of shrubs with oppo¬ 
site, trifoliate or pinnate, deciduous leaves 
and terminal clusters of small white or 
pinkish flowers, and much inflated, mem¬ 
branaceous, pod-like fruits which vary in 
length on the different species from 
1 inch to 4 inches. There nre several 
species and one hybrid. All these plants, 
with the exception of the Himalayan 8. 
Ernodl, are in the Arboretum, but in the 
shrub collection whore the winter condi¬ 
tions are more severe than in any other 
parts ofr (he Arboretum they are often 
killed nearly to tlie ground by cold, and 
give little satisfaction. Trobably all the 
species would flower and ripen their fruit 
here if the right place could be found for 
them. The species of eastern North 
America, 

S. trifoi.ia, grows from tlie Province of 
Quebec westward to Nebraska and south¬ 
ward to Oklahoma and Georgia. It is oc¬ 
casionally seen in old gardens in this 
country, and in England it has been culti¬ 
vated for 200 years. As a garden plant, 
however, It has little to recommend it. 
The northern California species, 

- 8. Bolanderi, lias not yet flowered in the 
Arboretum. 

S. iiolocari’a has pinkish flowers, which 
appear before tlie leaves, and is a small 
tree sometimes 20 feet high discovered by 
Wilson in central China and considered by 
him one of the handsomest flowering trees 
which lie saw in Chinn. This plant, the 
tips of whose branches are often killed by 
cold, has not yet flowered in the Arbore¬ 
tum. The species already named have 
leaves with three leaflets; the following 


usually have leaves with from five to seven 
leaflets :— 

S. pin\ata, which is widely distributed 
through Eurojie to western Asia, is a tree¬ 
like shrub and sometimes flowers here, 
hut hus little value as a garden plant in 
this climate. The Caucasian 

8. oolchica, which differs from 8. pin- 
nnta, in its larger flowers and fruits and 
in the lustrous under surface of the leaves, 
is the handsomest of the Bladder Nuts anil 
well worth cultivation. Small plants 
flower freely, and are often used in Eng¬ 
land for tlie winter decoration of conser¬ 
vatories. The variety Hessei, distin¬ 
guished by its pinkish flowers, has not yet 
flowered here. A variety of this plant, or 
a hybrid between it and 8. pinnata, is 

8. Coui.oMniK.Ri, which appeared many 
years ago in a French nursery, and is dis¬ 
tinguished by its larger leaves and by the 
flowers and fruit which are intermediate 
in size between those of its supposed 
parents. — Arnold Arboretum Bulletin, 
July, 1917. 

HENRY’S ST. JOIIN’S-WORT 

(Hypericum patulum Henryi). 

This comes into bloom n month earlier 
than the older plant, and its flowers are 
of a deeper tint—“the red, red gold” of 
the old ballad. It is as profuse iu blossom 
as can be, but it is half over before the 
other begins. It has now (July 30) been 
in beauty for a fortnight, and it will be 
another ten days or so before its rival 
opens a flower, but the latter will go on 
blossoming till stopped by autumn frost. 
Last year the mercury never fell below 
freezing-point till Christmas, and H. 
patulum remained a beautiful object right 
through November. It sows itself freely 
in the borders, and it will be well if Henryi 
follows suit, for it is said that, being 
hardier than the type, it can he grown 
where II. patulum is cut to the ground 
each winter. The handsomest of all the 
shrubby St. John's-worts is II. Hooker- 
inuum, for its thick golden petals have a 
satiny gloss that gives them a peculiar 
charm. It is impatient of drought and 
scorching heat; such plants as I have seen 
in the southern counties of England hud 
grown very leggy, with sparse foliage and 
small flowers, but no doubt it would re¬ 
spond to such conditions as suit Tropteo- 
Ium speciosum, viz., a moist, peaty border 
shaded from fierce sunshine. It ripens 
seed freely, and may also he grown from 
cuttings; it fully repays patience iu bring¬ 
ing it to perfection. —Herbert Maxwell 
in Gardeners’ Chronicle. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Planting under Yews.— What shrubs 
will succeed beneath the shade of Yew- 
trees? asks a correspondent. The ground 
surface lies beneath a couple of lines of 
stately, far-branched Yew-trees that guard 
the sides of tlie road leading to our village 
church. The ground was comiwsed of 
little else than masses of tiny, branching, 
matted rootlets, witli an inch thick top- 
dressing of decaying and decayed Yew 
leaves. Several plants of low growth had 
from time to time been tried, hut with 
little good, the ever-penetrating roots of 
the Yew soon finding out and monopolising 
tlie freshly-imported soil that had been 
placed around their roots. Tlie dryness 
of the soil, too, considerably retarded 
growth and made It impossible for plants 
to succeed beneath the shade of these 
trees. Ivy was next tried, hut with little 
better results, the unfavourable condition 
of tlie soil telling very markedly even on 
this plant, so tenacious of life. As a last 
trial, the lesser Beriwinkle (Vinca minor) 
was planted thickly over the surface, and 
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this time tv itli a fair amount of success ; 
for even to-day I notice there are a few 
patches in a semi-flourisliing condition, 
these only in the more open places and 
midway between the pairs of trees.— 
Ladies' Pictorial. 

Cenista mantiea.— This is a useful 
dwarf Broom for the shrubbery or large 
rock garden. Old plants left untouched 
reai'li with me 5 feet high or more, but 
they lend themselves well to cutting back 
if they are required of low growth. It is 
a slender-growing shrub, with a wealth of 
small yellow flowers, which almost cover 
tlie plant where it does well. In my 
opinion it does better when cut back, and 
if tills is done to within a foot or so of 
the soil it is much neater for the rock 
garden than if left alone. Although it is 
a native of Italy, G. mnntica is fairly 
hardy, and I have not had any plants 
killed outright, although occasionally one 
or two have been cut almost to the ground, 
but they have started again from the base. 
—S. Ar.xott. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 


ORCHIDS. 


HA RDY CYRR1 TEDIUMS. 

The hardy Lady’s Slippers are not so 
much grown as they deserve, for few 
among the exotic species and hybrids are 
more beautiful, and beyond a slight pro¬ 
tection from frost during winter and a 
little shade—natural shade for preference 
—during the summer, they are little 
trouble to grow. There are few gardens 
of any pretensions where a spot could not 
he found or made to suit them. The best 
plants of C. acaule, 0. Caleeolus, and C. 
spcctaliilc I have ever had were grown in 
tlie lower stations of a piece of rootwork 
under a heavy canopy of Ileech, and there 
arc many of tlie hardy Orchids native of 
Britain, such as Ilabenarias and Ltstern 
(Twayblade), that thrive well in these 
positions. In preparing a station for 
them the soil should be taken out to a 
depth of 20 inches or thereabout, and if 
the upper spit consists of fairly good 
fibrous loam it may he laid aside for mix¬ 
ing witli the compost. Place a good layer 
of rough stones or broken brick in the 
bottom and fill in with about equal parts 
of rough flbrous peat, leaf-mould, and 
loam, the leaf-mould to he only partly 
decayed. A little limestone grit, gravel, 
or similar material may he added with 
advantage, as some species delight in it, 
while it will do no harm to any. The roots 
should be planted from 4 inches to 0 inches 
deep as soon as received, and a thorough 
soaking of water given to settle tlie soil. 
They may then have a light mulch of 
rough material, and usually no more water 
will he required until the leaves are push¬ 
ing up. This compost will suit most of the 
siiecies growing in pots in a frame. The 
time for lifting and potting varies a. little 
in different species, but, as a rule, the best 
time is just as the growth has died off. 
One of tlie finest species is 

Cvpuji-edium acaule, a North American 
plant, capital for naturalising in such 
positions as moist banks in semi-shaded 
parts of the shrubberies or wild garden. 
From between a pair of broadly oblong, 
hairy, light green leaves It pushes a flower- 
stem about 8 inches high, surmounted by 
a green bract and single blossom. The 
sepals and petals are whitish, twisted, 
about 1 i inches in length, the lnbcllum 
large and bright rose, veined with crimson. 

C. AntETixuM is a choice and beautiful 
little plant, more difficult to grow than the 
last-iupod, and Ii!u|g al^iy nt.t^ijisftire. 


The upper sepal and petals are greqnlsh- 
Tvhite lined with red-brown, the lip white 
in the throat, suffused with rose in front 
and streaked with red. It also comes from 
North America, where it grows in wet 
swamps and woods. 

C. Cai.ceoi.us (English Lady’s Slipper). 
—The only British representative of the 
genus, and now extinct as such, though 
abounding in Germany, Switzerland, and 
other places, aud may he obtained quite 
cheaply in the autumn of each year. The 
fragrant flowers are produced on leafy 
stems 1 foot or more high, the sepals and 
petals of a purple-brown hue, with rich 
yellow luhellum. This species grows quite 
freely in loamy soils, particularly such as 
contain a certain amount of lime, and 
shade is not absolutely needful for it. 
Protected from cutting winds, this is a 
charming plant in early spring, and one 



2 he Californian Lady’s Slipper 
(Cypripedium californicum). 


quite easy of culture, and, being inexpen¬ 
sive, may he freely planted. 

<’. californicum. —This, here figured, is 
a rare and beautiful species, very difficult 
to establish successfully in English gar¬ 
dens. The flowers are white and tinted 
rose, the seiinls of a greenish-yellow and 
petals pale yellow. This species should be 
grown in peat and Sphagnum Moss In 
moist, shady places. 

C. guttatum. — A beautiful and rare 
species from Siberia and parts of Russia, 
the plant attaining to 1 foot or more in 
height, and producing on leafy stems its 
pleasing flowers of fair size, the labellum 
white and distinctly spotted with rosy- 
purple. It is rare under cultivation, and 
very difficult to keep after the first year. 
This species is very distinct in its roots, 
the latter not unlike the creeping under¬ 
ground stems of the Lily of the Valley. 
Those who attempt its culture should grow 
it in very shady spots in pent and well- 
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decayed leaves, keeping it as cool as jicssi- 
ble and in comparatively dry places. 

C. japonicum. — A neat and beautiful 
species, perfectly hardy, and having hand¬ 
some flowers, in which the sepals and 
petals are greenish-purple and the labellum 
white. Tlie plant is not so difficult to 
cultivate as some, and may be grown in 
peat and loam in equal parts, with shade 
and summer moisture. Though quite 
hardy so far as winter frosts are con¬ 
cerned, it needs protection or a sheltered 
spot from the harsh winds of spring. 

G. MACRANTHUM is a showy species when 
it blooms, which is not often unless very 
happily placed. It delights in a more sub¬ 
stantial compost than any other kind, 
sound fibrous loam of good texture broken 
into lumps, with some finely-broken char¬ 
coal and crocks, suiting it well. It is most 
important that this kind be not disturbed 
oftener than is absolutely necessary. The 
downy flower-spikes, each about 1 foot 
high, bear a single large bloom of a rosy- 
pink, streaked with red and white. 

C. moxtanum.— A pretty species, grow¬ 
ing 18 inches high, with slightly pubescent 
leaves, and from one to three flowers on a 
stem. The petals are brownish-purple, 
labellum white. It should be grown in 
damp peat and shade. Native of Cali¬ 
fornia. It is also known ns C. occidentale. 

C. I’arviflorum is an old and useful 
American species that thrives well in a 
very moist, shady position, or it may be 
grown in pots in a frame. The sepals and 
lietals are narrow, twisted, shining brown, 
lined with deep purple; the lip large, 
drooping, lemon-yellow, spotted with red. 

C. ruBEScE.xs is a tall-growing, hand¬ 
some species, a native of North America. 
It thrives under cultivation if treated ns 
described above, and flowers freely, the 
spikes rising about 2 feet high. The 
flowers are large and handsome, the sepals 
and narrower petals pale yellow, streaked 
and spotted with brown; the lip pale 
yellow. 

C. spectabii.e (Mocassin Flower).—Un¬ 
doubtedly. the most beautiful as well as 
the showiest, and at the same time most 
easily grown of all the tribe. It loves a 
deep bed of peat and decayed leaves, with 
ample shade overhead and constant mois¬ 
ture ut the root, and in such n position 
quickly establishes Itself and flowers freely 
each year. A moist, boggy bed of peat, 
with a trickling stream keeping the lied 
ever moist, suits this plant to perfection. 
The plant Is rather variable In tlie flowers, 
some being very rich and deeply coloured, 
and others nearly pure white. The best 
time to plant tills unique species is late 
autumn, as soon as the fresh importations 
are to hand, and. having carefully tested 
the vitality of the roots, which should be 
of a creamy-yellow tint if fresh and 
healthy, plant without further delay. Any 
brown decayed roots should he cut away 
and the fresh roots spread out horizontally, 
covering them and tlie strong, plump 
crowns with peaty soil. In the finest 
masses the crowns are nearly buried front 
sight in an accumulation of leafy matter, 
while usually the old flowering-stems and 
growth of the year are still adhering 
thereto. Well established, it grows 2 feet 
high and more, considerably so in its 
native home, where it is found in boggy 
woods, moist meadows, and the like, con¬ 
ditions we must imitate if we would suc¬ 
ceed in its culture. 


"The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds.” —New Edition, 12th, revised, with descriptions 
oj all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on toood. Cloth, medium Svo, lie. ; 
post free, 15s. Gd. Of all Booksellers or from the ojfica 
of Gardening Illustrated, G3, Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
London, W.C. t. 
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September 1, 1917 


GARDEN FOOD. 


THE MARROW AS FOOD. 

Now, when the disease rushes through my 
Potatoes, the various Marrows, Potiron 
rouge of the French, and the Squashes so 
far tried are rejoicing in the rain, which 
nourishes the plants that like our 
wet summer. There is so much good 
food from these things that some care 
should be given to their palatable use. 
Italians, who practise the art of good 
frying, make good use of young Marrows. 
There is a mass of valuable food neglected 
in this way by rich and poor alike, the 
common way being to dish it up in a 
sickly mess. The various kinds grown in 
our gardens seem about the same in value 
in cookery, but some prefer the compact 
forms as more nutty in flavour. W. 

Marrow au c,ratin’. —Peel the Marrows 
and divide into round pieces of about 
li inch in diameter. Butter a gratin-dish 
and arrange the Marrow in it, season with 
salt and pepper, cover over with a little 
Bechamel sauce, and sprinkle with grated 
Gruyere or Parmesan cheese. Bake, and 
hrown nicely, and serve hot. Cheese may 
he left out. 

Marrow a la Ltonnaise. —Peel the 
Marrow, cut it in half, and remove the 
seeds; then cut it into small cubes about 
2 inches long. Place them in a basin, with 
a little salt, cover, and let stand for twenty 
minutes. Wash well, then drain. Put 
them in a saucepan with 1 oz. of butter, 
a pinch of pepper, a teaspoonful of sauce, 
a bouquet-gnrni, and a little stock. Braise 
and drain when cooked. Slice a peeled 
Onion, to-ss in butter, and when of a nice 
colour pour off the butter and mix with 
tlie Marrow, and stew gently for a few’ 
minutes. 

Marrows and Tomatoes.— Take three 
good Tomatoes; take out seed, place in a 
stewpan with one largo Potato, one large 
Onion, sprig of Thyme, and Parsley’; fry 
together a few minutes, add one gill of 
stock, boil for fifteen minutes, pass through 
a hair-sieve, put into a stewpan, add one 
tablespoonful grated cheese, season, cover 
the Marrow, place in oven ten minutes. 

Marrows with cheese. —Peel two green 
Marrows, not too large in size; cut them 
lengthwise into quarters, scoop out the 
seedy parts, place them in a saute-pan with 
1 oz. of butter, season with salt and 
pepper. Put the pan on the fire for a 
quarter of an hour, shaking it from time 
to time; moisten with a little cream, and 
add a tablespoonful of grated Parmesan 
cheese. Disli up the Marrow' neatly on an 
oblong dish; sprinkle with breadcrumbs 
and Parmesan cheese; place in a hot oven 
for a few minutes. 


RED CABBAGE. 

Red Cabbage Is delicious if cooked in the 
same way ns ordinary Cabbage—well 
boiled, strained, and dished up with a 
small quantity of butter and salt. I do 
not care for the Belgian method of cooking 
Red Cabbage, ns I object to the flavour of 
Cinnamon or Nutmeg with vegetables. I 
am speaking, of course, of the Belgian 
every-day way of cooking, not of the Red 
Cabbage served in hotels, which naturally 
is done to suit all tastes. However, a 
variety of the method without the Nutmeg 
or Cinnamon is very good. The Red Cab¬ 
bage is boiled until tender in as little water 
as possible, it is then chopped, the water 
drained off (if there is any), and the Red 
Cabbage boated up in a white sauce. Tills 
is made by melting a dessertspoonful of 
butter in a clean saucepan and frying in it 
a dessertspoonful of flour until cooked, but 
not browned. Add a cupful of milk and 
simmer until it thickens. 

Red Cabbage is not so nice in a salad as 



white hearts. These should lie gathered 
and immediately washed, sliced finely, 
covered with a rich mayonnaise dressing, 
and served at once. It is no use attempt¬ 
ing to make a Cabbage salad from the 
bought article, as the flavour of the vege¬ 
table becomes coarse within a very’ short 
time of cutting. Americans soak Cab¬ 
bages for an hour in icy-cold water to make 
them very crisp, but this is not necessary 
if tlie Cabbage is freshly’ cut and quickly 
grown on good soil. Too often vegetables 
are grown to a huge size on coarsely- 
manured ground, and this Is fatal to 
delicate saladings. H. T. C. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Beans Golden Butter.—I have been 
using these lately. When gathered young 
they are very good, and make a nice 
change. Most people would not distin¬ 
guish them from the green forms, only by 
tlie colour. With me they did not crop as 
well as Ne Plus Ultra, which is difficult 
to lieat when a good stock is obtained.— 
J. C. 

To make csflce. —Lecturing at tho Eco¬ 
nomy Exhibition, Mr. George Baxter, a 
coffeo expert, said that having tested 
every known method of coffee-making he 
had come to the conclusion that the 
simplest was the best. An ordinary 
earthenware coffee jug made without a 
grid should lx; used, and a heaped table- 
spoonful of freshly-roasted and freshly- 
ground coffee used to every pint of boiling 
water. Tho coffee should be allowed to 
stand two minutes and then he stirred. 
In another three minutes tlie beverage, 
from which the frotli should he skimmed, 
would he ready for use. 

Storing Marrows.— Under “Garden 
Food,” on page 4.10, Mr. R. Nolan Ferrall 
asks for the best way of storing Vegetable 
Marrows. The method I adopt is sim¬ 
plicity itself. I cut tho Marrows when 
they are just turning yellow, on a dry day, 
and wipe them with a soft, dry cloth. 
Then I spread the fruits out singly so that 
they do not touch each other oil a shelf 
in a cool, light, airy room, and turn them 
over occasionally. Tlie Marrows take no 
harm if they are put in direct sunlight. 
I find they keep perfectly till Christmas, 
hut tlie flesh of the stored fruit is rather 
more yellow than that of fruit cut fresh. 
The flavour is not impaired at all.—E. T. 
Ellis, Weelieood, Ecclemll , Sheffield. 

Sharpe’s Triumph Pea _Of old friends 

one of tlie foremost is Sharpe’s Triumph. 
I consider it one of the very best mid¬ 
season Peas in cultivation. Three feet 
high, of strong, sturdy growth, it hoars an 
abundant crop of well-lillod pods contain¬ 
ing large Peas of excellent flavour. I call 
this an almost ideal 3 feet Pea for the 
ordinary amateur or cottager. Some of 
the newer varieties have longer pods and 
larger Peas, but the aristocrats of the Pea 
world require high cultivation, or they may 
prove almost failures; while some of the 
older varieties will succeed and produce 
good crops under any decent conditions of 
soil and cultivation.—J. D. Pearson, in 
The Garden. 


Bottled Leeks _“W. McG.” is not 

alone in his surprise at the suggestion to 
bottle Leeks. It is absolutely unnecessary 
to bottle tliis vegetable, and I imagine tlie 
myriads of gardeners and amateurs in 
Scotland who cultivate the Leek would 
view the advice with disdain. The 
late Mr. James Service, to whom your con¬ 
tributor refers, was a mail of great ability 
and knowledge, but I fear his opinion as 
regards tlie Leek at shows was as little 
likely to meet with approval as his dislike 
to Tomatoes, which he grew in deference to 
tlie public demand, hut objected to as de¬ 
cidedly unwholesome. The Leek, when 
well grown, counts for a good deal in a 
collection, and we all know how much an 
exhibit gains in the public eye if it con¬ 
tains some first-class Leeks.— A Border 
Gardener. 


Apple and other trees on Crass.— I see 

some rather long-winded talk of these— 
condemnation mostly. The writers do not 
mention the fact that, however the young 
trees start, we may see hardy fruit-trees— 
Cherry, Plum, and Apple—thrive on Grass 
and hear well there. In Normandy 1 
saw in tlie cider orchard of a very suc¬ 
cessful farmer tall, picturesque trees on 
broken ground that gave a very good 
result. There in no use for the plough 
with good Grass beneath the trees and 
flue cattle grazing. It is often best lo 
start trees in Hop or other cultivated land, 
and when the trees have got hold it may 
be well to lay the ground down to Grass. 
The Cherry does best In this way, and Mr. 
Bunyard tells us the Plum does well In 
Grass ia Kent. In country places we must 
allow for the beauty of the turf-earpoted 
orchard. In my mind live pictures of 
sheep in Kentish orchards in spring. In 
our land the rainfall is usually so copious 
that we need not do what tlie grower in 
America is wise to do, that is hoe or other¬ 
wise cultivate the surface of the orchard 
to help the scant water supply in the 
ground. In our land there are surely 
evidences that in a well planned orchard 
tlie trees in their natural form, with useful 
creatures grazing, may he a profitable as 
well as beautiful scene.—W. 

- I am firmly convinced that ail de¬ 
pends on the soil. In a garden not far 
away trees planted in a particular quarter 
are cankered and died though cultivated 
as tlie rest of tlie garden ; now, had they 
been planted in Grass on this unfavourable 
site, the Grass would certainly have been 
blamed. I have bush trees planted three 
years in Grass that are carrying quite as 
good fruit as tlie same varieties on cordons 
in cultivated land. I cannot see that the 
Grass is having any had effect. I know of 
many’ fine orchards on Grass. Even on 
Paradise Stocks trees in Grass do splen¬ 
didly. — W. J. Farmer. 

Globe Beet.— A sowing of Globe Beet 
should be made during the early part of 
August on good forward soils. It grows 
fast and will be ready for use before the 
bad weather arrives. A good plan is to 
grow tlie Globe for summer and autumn 
use, and the long variety for storing. 
Sutton's Globe is one of tlie best for 
autumn. Beet likes a nice rich, deep, well- 
tilled soil. Be sure to sow tlie seeds thinly. 
The plants will need to be about 3 inches 
apart, so a seed or two may be dropped in 
drills at this distance in the rows. A sow¬ 
ing of Globe Beet may also be made in a 
cold frame during the first half of August, 
and, if protected, a supply will be secured 
after the winter has set in .—The Garden. 

More Olive oil. —“ If there is one piece of 
safe advice to give to cooks, it is,” says a 
writer in the Ejdeure, “to use Olive oil 
more liberally. Use Olive oil in some 
recipes in place of butter. It is particu¬ 
larly delicious in gingerbread and baked 
Beans. It is economical in frying because 
any Olive oil left in tlie pan can be Altered 
through cheese-cloth and kept in a cool 
place for future use. It can be used over 
and over again. Olive oil should he hot 
liefore tlie article to be fried is placed in 
tlie pan. Its temperature can be raised to 
over 000 degs. liefore it burns, whereas 
butter burns at a little over 200 degs., suet 
at about 300 degs., and lard at 32.1 degs. 
Olive oil, with tlie high degree of heat, 
quickly coats the outside of the article 
with a crust which prevents the oil from 
penetrating. Butter, on account of llie low 
temperature at which it must be kept so 
that it will not scorch, is really a poor 
frying medium. When preserving fruit, 
rub the kettle with Olive oil, lo prevent 
the fruit from burning.'’ 
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OUTDOOR PLANT& 

THB WHITE WOOD LILY 
(TlUI.LJOM GRA.ND1KL0RUM). 

Tins is now doing so well with me that I 
can afford to cut it for the liou.se. It did 
no good in the sun on the Azalea hank. 
In the shade of the Magnolia grove it be¬ 
gan to grow like a native. W. 


A PLANT COLLECTOR IN CHINA. 
Mr. Forrest, the well-known Chinese ex¬ 
plorer, is again on the Chinese-Tibet 
borderland on a collecting exjiedition. 
Thinking this letter, which has just been 


Lichlang. That portion of the Lang- 
kong-Hncbing divide is particularly 
rich, and though I have traversed it 
several times, I hope to get some more 
spoil. This, the central portion of the 
province, is still in a very disturbed 
state. For the past month the route 
eastwards lo Yunnanfu has been prac¬ 
tically closed to all traffic, owing to 
the presence of robber bands—dis¬ 
banded soldiery—who are plundering 
and murdering over a large area. 
Northwards somewhat similar condi¬ 
tions obtain, Hie country being more 
or less bold by the remnants of White 
Wolf's gang driven southwards. The 
Governor of the Province vacates 
office very shortly, and it is said he has 


genus of Rosacea 1 , only known and 
local In Yunnan, I secured a few seeds 
of. Unfortunately, the seeds procur¬ 
able were some of last season's— 
fallen—and though I have little hope 
of their germinating, I send them to 
you. I have arranged for a quantity 
of seed to be collected in the autumn. 
Prof. Balfour holds specimens of the 
species. It Is a graceful shrub, of 
10 feet to 20 feet, with light coloured, 
silvery foliage. The flowers are 
rather uninteresting, but It is good in 
fruit. It is practically evergreen in 
its habitnt, with the general rpiicar- 
anee of a Cotoneaster, Lut much more 
compact in habit. Fruits of two 
species of Cherry were collected. 





I'lowers of the White Wood Lily (Trillium grandijlorutn) in a bowl. 


sent to Dr. Keebie, may be of interest to 
you, I have pleasure in enclosing a copy. 

FREn. J. CniTTENDEX. 


After a somewhat monotonous and 
uninteresting Journey. I am at last in 
Tali, busy preparing fortrekking north¬ 
wards. For the first two days out 
from Tuegyueh there were very heavy 
rain and very bad going, then ten days 
of excessive beat for the time of year, 
ending in heavy rain the day I got iu 
here. I lieu r the two passes to be crossed 
between here and Atnutze, the Li-ti- 
l'ing and Bei-ma-shan, arc still closed, 
so there is no call for haste. How¬ 
ever, I wish to leave here on or about 
the 10th, ns I hope to-b« able to travel 
by the-,Su.ug Kwei Ass <0p>y,^j|0 


interest in one thing only—the amas¬ 
sing of dollars before be retires. And 
so it goes on. Yet what a country it 
might be under good government! 

So far, from the frontier up I have 
managed to secure specimens of some 
170 spp. new to. my previous col¬ 
lections. Most are trees and shrubs 
of much interest botanically, though of 
small value horticulturally. When 
considering this, bear in mind that I 
have passed over the route twelve 
times! Two or three of the finer 
things were collected on the Shweli- 
Salwin divide, though I only hunted 
casually by the wayside, as that por¬ 
tion of the range comes within the 
scope of the three men whom I dropped 
at Tuegyueh. One species, Dichoto 
manthes tristanisecarpa, a monotypic 


One in the Snlwiu Valley, at about 
1.000 feet to 5,000 feet, and the other 
here—altitude 0,500 feet. Itoth are good 
and very free fruiting. Specimens in 
collection. I shall forward seeds of 
both with the above, under separate 
cover; also seed of a good Tsuga 
or psoudo-Tsuga collected at (1,000 
feet to 7,000 feet. Quite a good Coni¬ 
fer of 50 feet to 70 feet. The usual 
Rhododendrons were met with—R. 
racemosum, It. ciliocalyx, R. Delavayi, 
and forms of R. Fortunei (so-called). I 
secured specimens of a form seen in 
small numbers, which I take to be a 
hybrid between a white form of It. 
Fortunei and R-. ( .De|avayi. It bears 
the R. Fortunei foliage, though 
smaller, with large pink blooms hav¬ 
ing the blotch „f crimson at the base 
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ns seen in R. Delavayl. It is a shrub 
of from S feet to 15 feet. 

In the Yangki Valley two (lays west 
of Tall the hillsides were ablaze with 
the blooms of Rhododendron miero- 
phyton, and It. cillocalyx. The former, 
In my opinion, equals, if it does 
not surpass, even R. rncemosum in 
wealth of bloom. It is said to he 
in cultivation, and that is probably 
correct; but in colour of flower and 
habit it is most variable, and I ques¬ 
tion if the finest forms have been se¬ 
cured. I marked several down, one 
almost pure white. Since our arrival 
here my men and I have been out once 
or twice on the range as high ns the 
present snow-line, and have added a 
few sjiecies to the list. Amongst the 
first things sought for was Rhododen¬ 
dron aureum, and I was fortunate 
enough to secure a small quantity of 
last year's seed, which I trust will 
germinate. In one of the gullies on 
the eastern flank of the range—a 
gully so far unexplored—I found three 
species—possibly four—of Rhododen¬ 
drons new to me. As yet they are not 
numbered, as I wish to secure a larger 
number of specimens before including 
them in the collection. All are excel¬ 
lent subjects for horticultural pur¬ 
poses, ' two of them specially free- 
flowering shrubs of 3 feet to C feet. 
In three the blossoms are various 
shades of rose with darker markings ; 
one, the dwarfest of all, lias ivory- 
yellow blossoms flushed faint rose on 
exterior. I found also a most delight¬ 
ful form of R. dichranthum, having 
blossoms of a beautiful shade of pink. 
Another form of R. sulfureum was also 
collected with much larger foliage 
than the type. 

The above shows how very much 
there is yet to Ire done on this Range. 
It would be well worth spending a full 
year here if I could arrange to do so. 
However, I am for the north this 
season, and I have arranged for four 
collectors io work the western flank of 
the range ns well as the head w'aters 
of the Red River; and the Ghi Shan, 
a small range of hills lying to the 
north-east of the Tali Lake. That 
region was the scope of much of l’e re 
Delavay’s labours. I tapped it in 
1914. and found it most productive. I 
intend leaving men behind at Licldang 
to work the portions of the Lichiang 
Range still unexplored, as well as the 
mountains north and north-west of the 
Yangtze bend. 

Tnlifee, Yunnan, rid Bhamo, 

Upper Burmah, 

May find, 1917. 


PLANTS IN TIIE HERBACEOUS 
ItORDER. 

Thuouoh shortness of labour and oilier 
causes a long border of herbaceous plants 
lias- not been replanted for tiie last live 
seasons. It is interesting to note tiie beha¬ 
viour of the various subjects, of which one 
of the most satisfactory is tiie different 
varieties of Delphinium, which have im¬ 
proved year by year, and now form large 
clumps, which in some cases have greatly 
encroached on their neighbours. Michael¬ 
mas Daisies, on the other hand, have much 
deteriorated, and all show that they badly 
need transplanting. I find that the iwpu- 
lar variety Climax produces seeds very 
freely, and young plants crop up in con¬ 
siderable numbers. Though undoubtedly 
of the Climax stamp, many of the flowers 
are inferior to those of the type. Once or 
twice I have flaj4<yed myself that on the 


seedlings first 


liitUyed myself that o 
fowejjii^ I Ipji|^ijtai 


ained a 


dwarfer counterpart of Climax, but in the 
second season the plants ran up as tall as 
tiie original. The scarlet-flowered Lychnis 
chalcedonica has done remarkably well, 
and yielded a wealth of blossoms, roten- 
tilia Gibson’s Scarlet, in the front of the 
border, is a marked success, and flowers 
over a lengthened period. Such well- 
known subjects as the different German 
Irises, Tradescantin virginica, and many 
others are, as might he expected, quite at 
home, while Sidalcea Candida lias moved 
from the original position into neighbour¬ 
ing soil. The varieties of Chrysanthemum 
maximum are also greatly in need of a 
change, the flowers being comparatively 
small. The past winter was very trying to 
many subjects, a clean sweep lieing made 
of Wallflowers, except one very old speci¬ 
men. and the same applies to the Antir¬ 
rhinums. Geum Mrs. Bradshaw and 
even the old Geum coceineum failed to ap¬ 
pear above ground, which was also the 
ense with one clump of Erigeron speciosUs, 
though another near by has been very tine. 
Rudbeekia speciosa has disappeared, 
while the Heleniums are much finer than 
last year. Chrysanthemum ullginosum 
continues to push out its shoots in all direc¬ 
tions, so that it now covers a considerable 
space. The Oswego Tea (Monarda 
didyma) does not like tiie winters here. 
The garden is a cold, clayey soil, which 
has taken a deal of work to get it into a 
fair condition. It is situated in the south¬ 
west of London. K. It. W. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Young Pentstemons best.— rentstemons 
which are now in full beauty are delight¬ 
ful border plants, hut not quite hardy. 
Cuttings of young shoots root readily 
during the autumn under a hand-light, and 
they may either be wintered in such places, 
with a little extra shelter irt severe weather, 
or be iKitted singly into small iwts and 
placed in a cold pit plunged in ashes witli 
other slightly tender plants, and be planted 
out in April. Such plants make a grand 
display through the summer and autumn, 
fur superior to old plants that may have 
survived tiie winter. I have saved the 
plants by heaping ashes round the base, 
but it is more satisfactory to strike a fresh 
lot every season. Cuttings rooted in spring 
will make good flowering plants by August, 
and will continue to blossom till frost 
comes. Pentstemons seed freely, and 
raising seedlings is very interesting. The 
seeds should lie sown in spring, and 
brought on in the same way as annuals or 
biennials usually are. If sown in heat and 
well treated, most of them will flower in 
the autumn.—T. 

Miniature Cactus Dahlia Phoreus.— 

When discussing these flowers some years 
ago with a friend, I held that they should 
he of good and distinct colours, the form 
also good, the plant free-flowering, and 
tiie blooms borne well aliove the foliage of 
the plant. From among the varieties I 
have in my collection this season there are 
several that attain to this excellent 
standard. One of the most notable varie¬ 
ties is that at the head of this note. The 
plants have already been in bloom from 
two to three weeks (it is now August 20th), 
and they have borne flowers of exquisite 
form on wiry stems. The colour is de¬ 
scribed by the raisers as orange-flame. It 
is certainly a very rich, showy colour; and 
the flowers are freely produced on a plant 
about 31 feet high. The early- flowers are 
larger than I expected, but as the plants 
grow they are smaller, full, and refined.— 
1). B. C., llighgate. 

Lithospermum prostratum. — In not a 

few instances in inland gardens the older 
examples of this have suffered badly from 
the severity of the past winter, the plants 
in exposed jiosilions having been killed 


outright. Where this is not so they are 
breaking away again either from the tips 
of the shoots or nearer the base. Iiy 
pruning hard back at the present time a 
more compact tuft will presently result, 
though tiie chances of a good flowering 
next year are but small. Cuttings of 
freshly-made shoots either with a heel or 
made to a joint should also be now in¬ 
serted to provide stock. Hard, woody por¬ 
tions of tiie stem are of no use in such a 
case. Heel cuttings are inserted as 
stripped from tiie parent stem. Care 
should he taken to avoid injuring the stem 
by stripping off the leaves at the base, a 
small i>air of scissors or sharp knife being 
far better. The cuttings do well in very 
flue, sandy jieat or in pure sand kept 
moist. A cold handlight or frame is best 
for them.—E. H. Jenkixs. 

Iris gracilipes. —The hardiness of this 
has been doubted, but so far witli me it has- 
been hardy, and I have had it now- for 
three or four years. With me it grows 
about a foot high or a little less. The 
flowers resemble tlio.se of I. tectorum in 
their fimbriation and general effect. The 
colour is pale lilac with a centre of orange. 
Mr. W. Rickatson Dykes speaks highly of 
its beauty, and recommends planting it in 
the rock garden, where “ the shadow of 
some rock will shield it from the sun for 
part of the day.” He also tells us that it 
docs best in a position facing west. Iam 
growing it in such a place, my only disap¬ 
pointment being its shy flowering. ‘ By the 
wa.v, Mr. Dykes calls the flowers pinkish- 
lilac.—S. Arxott. 

Dimorphothecas.—Despite its habit of 
remaining unexpanded during sunless 
weather, D. aurantica is a very pleasing 
plant, its glistening golden blooms highly 
attractive. Plants raised from seed sown 
in cold frames and transplanted to where 
they are intended to bloom are, perhaps, 
the most satisfactory, although seeds 
sown in April out-of-doors do quite well, 
and the plants bloom freely until cut off 
by frost. I am, however, no admirer of 
Dimorphotheca hybrids, or, at least, of 
those resulting from strains I have grown. 
The majority of the flowers are of that 
slaty-blue which is characteristic of D. 
pluvialis, and which is far from attrac¬ 
tive.—W. McG. 

Helenium pumilum for cutting _The 

value of hardy flowers for cutting was 
never so clear as since the reduction of 
labour through the war. Those who want 
a good yellow for filling vases should give 
this a trial. I have the flowers of this 
arranged in a large glass with hardy Ferns. 
Seldom have I seen anything more effec¬ 
tive, and the flowers last well. In my 
garden the soil is sandy and very dry. A 
friend has it in a heavy soil, and here, 
with other hardy things in big patches, 
the effect is glorious. I find it best to re¬ 
plant each year.— W. Surrey. 

Antholyza paniculata. —A big clump of 
this in flower in the border is effective in 
autumn. The variety major is even finer 
in respect of its foliage, which is taller and 
nobler ; but its flowers are inferior in their 
colouring, and, on the whole, I prefer A. 
paniculata. Although a native of South 
Africa, A. paniculata is hardy, but it is a 
wise precaution to cover the place where it 
is planted with about G inches of ashes or 
litter the first season. I plant about 
6 inches deep.—S. Ahxott. 

Scabiosa caucasica. —This is a general 
favourite for cutting, and as it blooms over 
a long period is looked upon by many as 
indispensable. Amongst hardy plants it 
may be said that it stands by itself in point 
of colour—a beautiful shade of mauve— 
and the flowers last well when cut.— 
Leahurst. 

Milfoil in lawn —I maintain that if fre¬ 
quently mown this is beneficial, as it pro¬ 
tects the Grass, while its^ deep rooting 
allows rain to penetrate.—K. A. T. 
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VEGETABLES. 

CURRENT WORK IN ALLOTMENTS. 
Is most parts of the country the crops, 
especially Potatoes, have grown well 
during the summer. More spraying has 
been done than in former years, and, 
where the spraying was timely, good re¬ 
sults have followed. In eases where it 
was done too late in the season the disease 
has spread, notwithstanding. Growers 
should remember that, on the same ground 
in many districts, Potatoes will be grown 
again next year, so they must take extra 
care to prevent the spread of the disease 
iu the future. This can be done by burn¬ 
ing all haulm and weeds found on the 
ground. I have found it best to burn the 
haulm and weeds in small heaps on the 
ground instead of collecting them and con¬ 
veying them to some out - of - the - 
way place. Such a course results in the 
shedding of many seeds of weeds, and also 
portions of the diseased haulm, whereas, 
if all are burned on the ground, as ad¬ 
vised, in small heaps, many seeds of weeds 
perish and the combined ashes, spread 
abroad, benefit the soil and future crops 
grown in it, as the potash is retained. 

Treatment op table tubers. -— All 
tubers Intended for storing should be care¬ 
fully examined before the final storing. 
It is important that they be kept well 
covered and dry till the sorting, previous 
to the final storing, is done. If so retained 
for about twenty-five days nearly every 
tuber, I have noticed, that was very 
slightly tainted at lifting time, will be 
sufficiently diseased to be easily seen and 
removed. If left with the others through¬ 
out the winter eaeii diseased tuber may 
cause tlie rotting of a peck of sound ones 
near it. It would be well to remember the 
severe frosts of last winter and make the 
store sheds and clamps perfectly safe this 
coming winter. 

Treatment op seed tubers.— In dealing 
with rare or new varieties of great merit 
it would be wise on the iiart of the grower 
if he carefully marked while growing the 
haulm that was freshest and most robust, 
so that, when the crop was being lifted, 
tubers from these roots could be taken 
special care of for seed. This plan tends 
to maintain the general vigour of varieties 
in districts when it is absolutely essential 
that seed tubers must be saved locally. 
Generally in dealing with the seed tubers, 
they should be exposed on the soil or in 
boxes or baskets for about one hour be¬ 
fore they are handled much. Then place 
them in very thin layers in open sheds or 
in cold frames, or, failing these, under 
temporary shelters, wiiere the air can reach 
them freely, and leave them so for a couple 
of weeks or so to become well greened. 
In the meantime turn the tubers carefully 
once or twice. The final storing must be 
done in a cool, dry, well-ventilated shed or 
store, whore they can be exposed to the 
light almost throughout the winter, but 
kept safe from frost. One sprout only 
should be borne by each tuber. It should 
be sturdy, quite green, and remain on the 
tuber when the latter is planted next year. 
Tubers must not be kept so warm as to 
hear early sprouts. 

Brussels Sprouts.— These are a most 
useful and profitable crop from the end of 
October till the following April if well 
treated. Should, however, any batches of 
plants be backward in growth a watering 
with nitrate of soda will be beneficial. 
Apply the spda at the rate of one ounce to 
a gallon of weak liquid manure, or even 
clear water. This should not be given 
after the month of August apd not at all 
to robust: plants, as it ^ouijl^bii iA^rf^ke 


them too snppy to withstand a severe 
winter. 

Autumn Cauliflowers.— Strong plants, 
not “ clubbed,” planted on ground from 
which early Potatoes have been lifted will 
yield a nice lot of heads in due course, 
especially if liquid manure be applied 
occasionally. 

Broccoli. —The same treatment applies 
to this, except in eases where the plants 
are robust enough. Some of the varieties 
being late a very sturdy growth is neces¬ 
sary if the plants are to withstand very 
severe weather. In due time the heads 
can be protected by tying up, lightly, their 
main leaves over them. This exposes the 
stems more fully to the frosty air, and, as 
that portion of the stem just below the 
basal leaves is the tenderest and first to 
suffer from frost, some protection must be 
afforded. Heeling over the plants towards 
the north and replacing the soil taken from 
the north side on the stem on its south 
side is beneficial. In all eases where it is 
convenient it is a good plan to draw up 
soil to the stems now in the same way as 
when earthing-up Potatoes. 

Turnits. —These will do remarkably 
well in exjxxsed allotments, sown broad¬ 
cast or in drills after early and second- 
early Potatoes. The chief eause of failure 
is that of sowing seeds too thickly. Where 
plants are now overcrowded do not hesi¬ 
tate to thin them freely, even where small 
roots have formed. Those small roots are 
delicious if cooked whole. 

Early Carrots. —In sandy soils the 
roots may be left in the ground till much 
later in the year without harm being done, 
but in heavy, retentive soils lift them and 
store in a suitable place directly they are 
matured, ns, if left too long in the soil, 
many may split and be worthless, especi¬ 
ally if we get a wet autumn. 

Celery. —I am afraid this crop lias been 
rather neglected during the present year. 
Growers should carefully remove all split 
stalks and side growths, feed liberally, 
and earth-up in due course. Eartliing-up 
does not hasten growth, but rather re¬ 
tards it, so that it must not be done too 
early. If soil or sand and ashes, mixed, 
be placed to the plants blanching will be 
complete in eigiit weeks. Paper collars 
are also useful, then feeding may be con¬ 
tinued till a later date. I use paper ex¬ 
tensively and fill up the sjiace inside the 
loose paper collars with dry sifted ashes. 
So treated, the stalks are never eaten by 
slugs, and become beautifully blanched. 

Onions.— Autumn-raised Onions, when 
ready, must be thinned where they are 
growing thickly, the plants being set 
out forthwith. Bulbs maturing should be 
harvested, dried under a temporary shelter 
or in open sheds, and then roped or other¬ 
wise stored for the winter. 

Spring Cabbages. — Get the plants 
shifted to their permanent quarters by the 
middle of September if possible, otherwise 
keep them growing slowly in the seed-beds 
till a suitable time comes for the planting 
to be done in early spring. 

Make preparations for storing all 
roots in good time, so that the work can 
be completed before really had weather 
comes. Directly the ground is cleared of 
these crops trench, or at least deeply dig 
■ it, leaving the soil in as rough a state as 
[jossibie for the frost to sweeten and 
pulverise it. In the case of clayey soils it 
will be found that such can be dyalt with 
next spring more easily than if left undug 
through the winter. Parsnips may be left 
in the soil and used direct from tlie bed, 
as frost will not harm tbe roots; in fact, 
they are all the sweeter for being sub¬ 
jected to it. G. G. B. 


VOTES AND REPLIES. 

Potato disease. — In this dreadful 
scourge of Potato disease, I strongly re¬ 
commend from experience to immediately 
pull up the haulm and dust the rows well 
with lime, and again when stored. It is 
much better to have smaller good ones of 
the late sorts than a lot of big bad ones. 
I have adopted this method for several 
years, and find it answers when the disease 
lias not destroyed the haulm.— Charles 
Phillips. 

Pea Prince of Wales _I am glad to see 

that ill these days, when so many novel¬ 
ties are offered in Peas—many of them of 
value—thero are those who stick to old 
and tried sorts like Prince of Wales. I 
always grow it, and have never experi¬ 
enced any failure with it. It lias long 
since been left behind as a large sort, but 
what it lacks in size it makes up by its 
tremendous yield, and its flavour is all 
that can be desired.— Derby. 

Early Ulm Savoy. —Just as mid-season 
Cabbages are finished, or are beginning to 
got too old, a useful substitute comes ill 
in the Early Ulm Savoy, a small, compact, 
well-flavoured variety, and quite free from 
the strong, and to some objectionable, 
odour which other Savoys possess. Of 
dwarf habit, Early Ulm may he planted 
quite thickly—1 foot apart each way—and 
plants from an April sowing turn in 
towards the end of August. Early Ulm I 
consider quite the best of the early dwarf 
Savoys.—W. MoG. 

Potato Sharpe’s Express.— Sharpe’s 
Express is generally giving satisfaction in 
my locality this season, and is likely to be 
more largely cultivated next year. Some 
experienced disappointment at its being 
later than they expected, as they antici¬ 
pated that tubers planted at the same time 
would produce usable Potatoes earlier 
than Epicure, but, so far, there seems 
little difference in point of time. Sharpe’s 
Express seems to be a good cropper, and 
gives tubers of good kidney shape, but the 
flesh is not so mealy as that of Epicure. 
On the other hand, largo tubers boil 
through more equally, as some find that 
Epicure is hard in the centre when over¬ 
boiled on the outside. — A Scottish 
Border Gardener. 

Clubbing in Cabbage. —“ Lea hurst,” 
August 11th, page 434, refers to this, ami 
gives some sound advice. It is useless to 
try a remedy when once the plants are 
badly clubbed with tlie idea of effecting a 
cure. For several years I was much 
worried with having so many plants 
clubbed that I almost despaired of grow¬ 
ing any winter and other green crops with¬ 
out loss from this cause. Many hundreds 
I portly saved by treading the soil firmly 
round each plant and then eorthitig-up in 
the same way that Potatoes are dealt with. 
Roots were emitted from the stems, and 
permeated the new soil, and so the plants 
managed to form hearts or sprouts, as the 
ease may be. Then I determined to try 
salt and lime. In the winter three peeks 
of lime per rod were dug in. About a 
month prior to the planting being done 
one peck of agricultural salt per rod was 
lightly forked in. Tlie following season 
there was very little clubbing, but more 
than I wanted, so the ground was treated 
in a similar way the next winter and 
spring. At the end of three years I had 
got rid of tlie clubbing. I have recom¬ 
mended the treatment for many years now, 
and have received good reports from other 
growers who adopted it. In my case file 
garden was an old one, dating from 1717, 
and for generations winter Greens had to 
be grown in that particular part of tlie 
C-acre kitchen garden because they were 
not seen from the main paths. The soil 
was full of humus, and the lime and salt 
were both wanted by plant life, ns their 
use proved.— Bourne Vua. 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom August 21st. —Clematis (in 
variety), Solatium jasminoidcs, Jasminums 
(in variety). Honeysuckles (late varieties), 
Roses (many species), Magnolia grandi- 
flora, Ceanothus (in variety), Iiuddleias 
(in variety), Clerodendron tricliotomum. 
Hydrangea paniculata grand!flora, Der- 
beris Wilsoni, Daphne Cneorum, Rhus (in 
variety), hardy Fuchsias (in variety), 
Olearia Ilaasti, Spircca Aitchisoni, 
shrubby Veronicas (in variety), Hyperi¬ 
cums (in variety), Lavender (in variety), 
Rosemary, Convolvulus Cneorum, Cistus 
(in variety), Hcliantliemums, Lobelia car- 
dinalis (in variety), Pyrethrums, Verbena 
venosa, Tufted Pansies (in variety), Cam¬ 
panulas (dwarf and tall) (in variety), 
Pcntstemons (in variety), Antirrhinums 
(in many colours), Cosmos, Niyellas, Sal¬ 
vias (in variety). East Lothian Stocks, 
Scabious (in variety), Sweet Sultan, 
Mesembryanthemums, Oypsophilas (in 
variety), Linarias, Olossocomia clcma- 
tidea, Mimulus (in variety), Veronica 
Lyalli, Potentillas (in variety), Francoa 
sonchifolia, Hantolina alpina, S. viridis, 
Convolvulus maurilanicits, Uryas octo- 
petala, Aitliionemas, Cyclamen hedcnc- 
foliuin, (ientiana septemfida, Scdums (in 
variety), Seabiosa Parnassi, Pratia angu- 
lata, Sagina glabra, Plalystemon cali- 
fnrniCHS, Statice (in variety), Polygala 
Cltanuebuxus purpurea, Mertcnsias, 
Coreopsis grandiflora, Liliums (in 
variety), Tritomas (in variety), Hyacin- 
tlius vand icons, Cimicifuga raccmosa, 
Uontbrctias (in variety). Gladiolus (in 
variety), Funkias, Lysimachias, Epilo- 
bitims, Scnccio Clivorum, S. Veitcliianus, 
Polygonums (in variety), Lyihrum roseum, 
Artimesia lacti flora, Hemerocallis (in 
variety), Aponogcton, Nymplucas (in 
variety), Vcrbascums, Aster Amelias, A. 
cordifolius, Thalictrum dipterocarpum, 
T. Delavayi, Agapanlhus umbcllalus. 
Chrysanthemum maximum (in variety), 
Jlclcninm pumilum, Sidalceas (in variety), 
Galcgas, Ulnolhcras (in variety), Lava- 
teras. Anemone japoniea (in variety), 
Romneya Coulteri, Anckusas (in variety). 
Acanthus, Eehlnops (in variety), Yuccas, 
Eryngiums (in variety), herbaceous Phlox 
Iin great variety), Eriycrons (in variety), 
Asti'lbes (in variety). Daturas, Morina 
longifolia. Periwinkles, Ericas (in 
variety). 

The week’s work. —During the week a 
severe hailstorm, accompanied by cutting 
winds, passed over this district, doing a 
considerable amount of damage. Con¬ 
stant attention is necessary during stormy 
weather to sec that all stakes and ties 
are secure. Perennial Asters (Michaelmas 
Daisies) are now growing strongly, and 
these particularly require attention in this 
direction. Care must be exercised that 
they are not tied together too tightly, and 
so present a bunched-up appearance, thus 
destroying that free, graceful habit which 
is one of the charms of these plants. 
Lilium tigrinum Fortunei may he re¬ 
commended as a most satisfactory variety, 
and one worthy of extended cultivation. 
It is very hardy, and will thrive almost 
anywhere and in any ordinary soil. The 
plant grows to a height of from 4 feet to 
(I feet, and is bearing at tlie present time 
immense spikes of orange-scarlet flowers. 
Whether planted in clumps in the mixed 
border, in the shrubbery, or in the wild 
garden, this Lily is most effective. 
Alpine plants are being overhauled, 
cleaned, and where necessary cut well 
back to induce vigorous young growth. 
Pentstemon cuttings of the best varieties 
will now be taken. As we grow them in 
largo numbers, it is usual to devote a 
frame to them. For smaller quantities, 
tiie cuttings may be inserted in pots or 
boxes and placed under a headlight, keep¬ 
ing the atmosphere of the frame close 
until the cuttings have made roots, when 
air should be g/adiiallv admitted balden 


the young plants. Perennial Phloxes pro¬ 
duce much finer trusses, and the flowers 
last longer, when young plants are put 
out each year. Cuttings firmly inserted 
in sandy soil and treated as advised lor 
Pentstemons will root freely at this 
season. A piece of ground under a north 
wall has been prepared for Rose cuttings, 
adding plenty of coarse sand and a little 
leaf-mould. The soil is trodden firmly and 
a frame placed over it. The cuttings are 
selected from firm, well-ripened shoots that 
have just finished flowering, selecting 
pieces 0 inches to 8 inches long, and taking 
them off with a heel, which is carefully 
trimmed with a sharp knife, the lower 
leaves and a little of the soft tip being re¬ 
moved. They are then dibbled in to half 
their length in the prepared bed, making 
them quite firm, afterwards giving a good 
watering. F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall Cardens, Oundlc, Norlhants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Mushroom beds, —These should now be 
made up, provided, of course, the manure 
with which to do so is in proper condition. 
The depth of beds made upon the flat need 
not ho so great now as later on when the 
weather becomes colder, 15 inches sufficing 
for the present. The manure as it is 
wheeled in and spread should be trodden 
or beaten quite firm, and the surface at 
the completion left either level or slightly 
sloped from back to front in the case of 
beds made up in bins situated on either 
side of the pathways. If the manure heats 
too violently, holes should he made here 
and there to allow the steam to escape and 
lower the temperature. This, however, is 
rarely necessary if the manure has under¬ 
gone a thorough course of preparation. A 
bottom heat thermometer will indicate 
when the heat of the bed has fallen suffi¬ 
ciently to allow of spawning being done. 
This should take place when the mercury 
falls to 80 degs. Use fresh spawn, and 
break the bricks into pieces about 2 inches 
square. Insert them just under the sur¬ 
face of the bed about 5 inches apart each 
way, and make all quite firm again. If 
the surface of the bed is very wet remove 
the manure to the depth of a couple of 
inches or so. The bed should be cased 
over with loam, which should be either 
chopped down to a fine condition or passed 
through a J-incli sieve. This should he 
moistened so that it can be properly beaten 
down, and the surface made smooth with 
the back of a spade. Reinsert the ther¬ 
mometer and cover the surface lightly with 
hay or short litter. If the bed maintains 
its heat and the temperature remains 
steady, Mushrooms will appear in from 
four to six weeks. When the mycelium 
begins to run freely remove the covering. 

Spring Cabbage. —The plot where the 
plants are to be set out should be made 
ready by manuring it if necessary and dig¬ 
ging it. As spring-sown Onions will bo 
late in maturing this season, it will be 
useless waiting until they have been har¬ 
vested in order to get the ground on which 
they have been grown for the Cabbage 
CIO])— i.e., for the earliest raised plants. 
A piece of ground which has carried a crop 
of Potatoes should therefore bo chosen for 
them, and if this has been well manured 
for the Potatoes it will not need anything 
more than digging it over. The soil will 
settle down Wore planting is done. 
Planting is best done in drills drawn 
4 inches deep, which serve a twofold pur¬ 
pose, inasmuch as if the autumn is dry a 
conservation of water is effected, as the 
drills prevent waste, while, when filled in 
after the plants commence growing freely, 
a very effectual support and protection are 
afforded the stems. For the earlier and 
-small-growing varieties, such as Harbinger, 
April, Earliest of All, and Flower of 
Spring, the drills may he drawn 18 inches 
apart, and the plants may, if space is re¬ 
stricted, stand 15 inches asunder in the 
rows. If hot, dry weather prevails at the 
time dip the roots in a mixture of clay, 


soot, and water before planting, and well 
soak afterwards. Frequent attention to 
the last-named detail will lie required until 
tlie plants become well rooted. 

Turnips. —These are plentiful and good, 
the copious rainfall having suited theni. 
Large breadths have also been sown, the 
seeds, assisted by the moist condition of 
the soil, having germinated quickly, the re¬ 
sulting plants escaping the attention of 
the flea-beetle. Thinning out should be 
done before the plants get too far advanced 
in growth, after which the hoe should bo 
plied between the rows as frequently as 
circumstances permit. Those having the 
ground to spare may make another sowing, 
as the roots, if small, will bo most useful 
in the early part of next spring. Some 
sow broadcast at this time of year, but it 
is much more economical to sow in drills, 
even if it takes moro time. Soak the 
drills with water if the soil is dry. 

Spinach. —The ground on which the final 
sowing is to ba made should bo prepared. 
Dress the surface before drawing the 
drills with a mixture of w'ood ashes and 
soot. Although an endeavour' should be 
made to secure a good plant of the Winter 
or Prickly-seeded variety, do not neglect 
sowing a good few drills of Perpetual 
Spinach, as this survives the winter when 
the former often succumbs. Ply the hoe 
frequently between the rows of that re¬ 
cently sown, and thin sufficiently, for each 
plant to have space for development. 

Pot Strawberries. —Those potted early 
are now well rooted, and can be fed with 
stimulants. Tile pots should bo moved 
round frequently to prevent the roots be¬ 
coming attached to the ashes. Keep 
runners picked off as fast as they' push out, 
and remove offsets or surplus crowns as 
soon as they show, confining the plant to 
one crown only, and that the central one. 
More recently-potted plants should be very 
carefully watered during showery weather, 
as a saturated condition of the soil must, 
as far as possible, bo avoided. On very 
wet days the pots should for the time being 
he laid on their sides. 

Early Peach-house. —If lifting of the 
roots or a renovation of the border has 
lioon decided on the work may bo under¬ 
taken as soon as the leaves exhibit signs 
of having arrived at maturity with every 
prospect of the operation proving a suc¬ 
cess, as, owing, to the trees still being 
clothed with foliage, new roots will at 
once he emitted and the trees will, as a 
result, recover more quickly than if left 
till tho leaves have fallen. The roof, if 
the weather is bright, should he shaded 
with mats while the work is going on. If 
the required quantity of compost has been 
prepared, the actual lifting of the roots 
and the remaking of the border wholly or 
in part can be quickly effected. The new- 
compost should in any case be settled 
about tho roots by giving copious supplies 
of water, this being best done before the 
final or topmost layer is spread and 
levelled down. The ends of all broken 
roots should be pared smooth with a sharp 
knife, making sloping cuts, the longer por¬ 
tion of the slope being on tho under part, 
as from such cuts a much greater quan¬ 
tity of roots is emitted than when the ends 
are cut almost, if not quite, straight 
across. A reviver in the shape of a syring¬ 
ing of the foliage may lie given two or 
three times a day while the work is going 
on and for a few days afterwards. The 
precaution should ho taken to keep the 
roots during the interval elapsing between 
their liberation from the old soil and lav¬ 
ing them out afresh in new compost quite 
moist either by enclosing them in mats or 
3loss. Borders not needing all this atten¬ 
tion should V. top-dresses! after removing 
enough of the old soil on the surface to 
expose the roots. This top-dressing, con¬ 
sisting of fibrous loam and such other in¬ 
gredients as lime rubbish and burnt soil, 
etc., may he fortified with a liberal addi¬ 
tion of bone-meal. Some leave this til! 
after tho trees have been pruned and 
cleaned, but, like- the fqrcgoing_opera- 
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tious, the earlier it is carried out, so much 
the more quickly do the roots get to wea k 
and take possession of the new compost. 
The border, to save rubbish from becoming 
mixed with the soil and the latter from be¬ 
coming trodden too firm, can be covered 
with mats or a tarpaulin while pinning 
and subsequent operations are being 
attended to. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Late Vines. —So far, this season has 
been all in favour of late Grapes finishing 
well. Very little fire heat has been 
needed. On the contrary, there has been 
some difficulty in keeping the houses from 
becoming too hot; consequently, the 
Grapes are showing a tendency to ripen at 
an earlier date than usual. Great caro 
will now be needed in ventilating and heat¬ 
ing the house till the Grapes are cut. The 
pipes must not be heated to excess, neither 
must the temperature be allowed to riso 
too rapidly before increasing the ventila¬ 
tion, or the berries will not remain long in 
a plump condition after they are ripe. 
Less moisture will bo needed now, both at 
the roots and in the atmosphere, but on 
no account must the border be allowed 
to become too dry, as this will cause the 
berries to shrivel. Pinch out all laterals 
as they appeal - . 

Morello Cherries have borne good crops 
this season. All the fruits having been 
picked, the trees will now bo pruned. 
This consists in cutting out all the old 
fruiting wood that can be spared and lay¬ 
ing in young 'shoots to fruit next year. 
Tile main branches should not be interfered 
with unless any are unhealthy, in which 
case they should be cut clean out and the 
space fiiled in with young shoots. The 
branches should lie trained thinly apart 
to allow the young shoots to ripen and 
develop their fruit-buds. At least 5 inches 
should be left between the shoots. One 
advantage in pruning as soon as the fruit 
is cleared and wliilo the leaves are still on 
the trees is that the operator will not he so 
likely to tie in too much new growth. 
Thoroughly cleanse the trees, and if the 
roots are dry give a good soaking of water. 
Apricot-trees, also, having been divested 
of tlie fruit, should have a good washing 
with soapy water. Examine the borders, 
and if the roots are found to be dry give 
the border a thorough watering. Keep the 
secondary shoots pinched back to the first 
leaf, and shorten any robust shoots on 
young trees in preference to pruning them 
in winter. Early varieties of 

Peaches have been exceptionally good 
this season both in colour and flavour. As 
soon as the crops arc cleared the trees arc 
given a good washing with the garden 
engine, using an insecticide if necessary. 
Make sure the roots are w - ell supplied with 
moisture. Attention must bo directed to 
the growth which is to bear next season’s 
crop. If the young shoots are inclined to 
be crowded some of the old fruiting wood 
should be cut out. Later varieties are 
encouraged to mature their crop. Any 
leaves which are shading the fruits are 
drawn to one side, so that they may have 
the full benefit of the snn, which is essen¬ 
tial to high colour and flavour. 

Lillum longiflorum. —A batch of retarded 
bulbs of this Lilium intended for flower¬ 
ing in mid-winter lias been potted into 
6-inch pots, using a compost consisting of 
good fibrous loam, manure from a spent 
Mushroom bed, a little leaf-mould, and 
silver sand. Sand is liberally used around 
the bulbs, and sufficient space left for a 
liberal top-dressing when the growing 
shoots are sufficiently advanced. After 
potting, they are placed in a cold frame, 
and the pots covered with leaf-mould until 
signs of growth appear. After a short 
time they are placed in a light house, 
where a temperature of 50 degs. is main¬ 
tained. When well rooted small batches 
are introduced into increased heat (about 
GO clegs.) as required. 

Lilium speoiosum is 
natural conditions in 


where the flowers keep in good condition 
for several w’eeks. Hippeastrums are now 
finishing their season’s growth, and re¬ 
quire less moisture at the roots. Directly 
the leaves begin to fade water is gradually 
withheld, but the bulbs must never be 
allowed to shrivel through excessive dry¬ 
ness. 

Celery has done remarkably well during 
the past three or four weeks, and this in 
spite of the Celery-fly being very prevalent 
when the plants were younger. This pest 
will probably mako its appearance again 
in the autumn, when its effects arc far 
more serious than in the spring and early 
summer. As a preventive fresh soot 
should be strewn over the plants two or 
threo times a week. Carefully remove all 
side grow ths and decayed leaves, and give 
liberal doses of liquid manure in addition 
to ordinary watering. Celery of the best 
quality can never be produced if the plants 
are allowed to suffer from want of water. 
Earthing-up must be done in accordance 
with requirements. It takes from six to 
eight weeks at this season to perfect the 
blanching. No attempt should be mado to 
hasten the blanching of the later batches, 
as the longer this is deferred the more 
likely will the plants pass through a severe 
winter unharmed. 

Celeriac should receive every encourage¬ 
ment to grow to a large size ready for lift¬ 
ing by the early autumn. It is hardly pos¬ 
sible to over-water this vegetable, while 
manure in some form should be given liber¬ 
ally. Keep the surface of the soil about 
the plants frequently stirred with the 
Dutch hoe. 

Globe Artichokes. —Plants from which 
the heads have been cut should have the 
old stems and foliage removed, afterwards 
forking up the soil and giving a good soak¬ 
ing of liquid manure. Young plants arc 
throwing up their growths, and will be 
greatly benefited by a supply of manure 
water. These will provide a succession 
well into the present month. 

Onions. —All the spring-sown crops, 
whether sown in the open or raised in heat, 
should shortly be lifted, and after careful 
ripening be stored for the winter. There 
are many methods of storing, but none 
equals that of roping and hanging up in 
a cool shed. Every care must be taken 
not to bruise the bulbs, especially the_ 
larger ones, or they will be sure to suffer 
in consequence. Bulbs with thick necks 
should be put on one side for present use. 

Carrots sown early in April are ready for 
lifting. The roots should be stored in a 
oool, dry shed, placing sufficient sand 
among them to exclude the light and keep 
them moist. Avoid placing the roots too 
closely together, or they will be liable to 
become heated. Beet should ho stored in 
the same manner. If Beet is allowed to re¬ 
main in the ground too long it becomes 
coarse and unfit for use. 

Turnips. —Proceed with the thinning of 
this crop as quickly as possible, and dust 
the foliage iit the early morning with soot 
or fine wood ashes to keep the Turnip-fly 
in check. Good breadths of quick-matur¬ 
ing varieties of Turnips may still be sown 
wherever the land is available. Much will 
depend on the weather during the next six 
weeks or so ns to the time the roots will be 
ready for use. F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Plant houses.— After midsummer it is, 
generally speaking, necessary to overhaul 
plant houses in order that the plants which 
are past their best may be removed and a 
little re-arrangement done. There is not, 
of course, the same interest shown in glass 
structures at this season as is the case 
during winter and spring. Among green¬ 
house plants the .range of subjects grown 
for summer decoration has been more 
limited than usual. The generally-met- 
with Pelargoniums (Zonal), Begonias, and 
Fuchsias, which have been in good form 
for some time, were picked over and re¬ 
arranged. Begonias, as usual, have been 
fairly satisfactory, and will remain in good 


order over a considerable time. In addi¬ 
tion to these popular plants, some use is 
made of Diplaeus glutmosus, Vallota pur¬ 
purea, Statices, and similar things, while 
among fine-foliaged plants, Tradescantias, 
Abutilons, and a good selection or 
Coleuses are showy and useful. Campanu¬ 
las (blue and white), Lobelia Kathleen 
Mallard, Verlmna radieans, Isolepis 
gracilis, and other plants of a drooping or 
trailing habit are useful for furnishing 
edges of stages. Quito a good effect has 
been obtained by dotting among a collec¬ 
tion of Adiantums in a small span-roofed 
house such things as Hydrangeas, which 
have been purposely delayed, and a few- 
good pots of Vallota purpurea. Other 
plants useful in a similar way are Galtonia 
candicans (four or five bulbs in a pot), 
Streptocarpi, and Gloxinias. These last 
associate well with Ferns, but they must 
be well grown. The Chimney Campanula 
is useful at this time, and while it is now 
late enough to sow seeds for next autumn’s 
display, root cuttings, if got in without 
delay, will make equally satisfactory 
plants. If any hard-wooded plants are 
noticeably requiring a shift, it is better 
to attend to this at the present time, in 
order to avoid any danger of starvation. 
Something, of course, in cases where slutt¬ 
ing is not considered to be judicious can be 
done by the use of stimulants, especially 
clear soot-w’ater. This will be found ex¬ 
cellent for such things as Azaleas and 
(especially) Camellias. Cuttings taken 
from cut-back Fuchsias will now root 
readily in the propagating pit, or, indeed, 
in a cool, shaded frame. Gcsneras for 
winter-blooming in the store ought now to 
receive attention. The old G. cinnabarina 
is useful grown cither singly in a 5-inch 
pot or when five plants are accommodated 
in a 10-inch pan. G. zebrina, with its 
prettily marked foliage, is equally useful. 
These plants require much the same soil 
and treatment as Gloxinias or Achimenes. 
Bouvardias are sometimes planted out dur¬ 
ing summer, and lifted in early autumn. 
It is better not to follow this practice if 
it can be avoided, for there is generally 
some difficulty in getting these plants re¬ 
established when potted up. Young plants 
intended to bloom in 5-inch pots, if placed 
in cold frames and carefully ventilated, 
will make thrifty growth and ripen the 
wood well. These may confidently be 
relied upon to give a good return in the 
way of bloom when housed for the winter. 

Hardy flower borders —In the course of 
the week a run through with the hoe dis¬ 
posed of seedling weeds, and, what was of 
more importance during the present rather 
prolonged period of dry weather, has, by 
loosening the soil, tended to check evapora¬ 
tion. The display just at this time is very 
fine. One of the most charming plants in 
bloom is the Caucasian Scabious. It is 
not, however, to be relied upon in some 
districts, as it perishes during the winter. 
In such cases it is advisable to treat it 
like the Coreopsis, and raise it from seed 
annually. It does not seem to be gener¬ 
ally known that- S. caueasiea comes quite 
true from seed. Such is the case, how¬ 
ever; and seeds sown now, or even a little 
later, will readily germinate, pricking off 
the seedlings when strong enough into a 
lied in a well-exposed, lmt sheltered, place. 
These, if transplanted in spring, will make 
fine clumps, which will bloom in the course 
of next season. The dry weather has em¬ 
phasised the value of some plants as 
drought resisters. Among these may be 
mentioned the Heleniuins, Hudbeckias, 
Everlasting Peas, Helianthuses, Statices, 
and Lysimacliias. Now is the time to 
mark any plant or plants which it may be 
necessary to shift during the winter or 
next spring. 

Tomatoes _It is customary as the fruit 

begins to ripen to remove some of the 
more obtrusive leaves. This is, if carried 
out within moderate bounds, quite a com¬ 
mendable practice, but anything like the 
wholesale defoliation which one sometimes 
sees ought to be tabooed. In cold houses 
pick out the points of the plants as they 
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put out after the ground has been forked 
over. They produce an early crop and 
very fine fruits. Then when over, the 
plants are cleared off, the ground is 
manured, perhaps sown with Spinach or 
Turnips, and in the winter is trenched 
and manured again for Peas or Potatoes. 
But this plan is not practicable in market 
culture. In these cases it pays best to 
allow the plants to remain on the ground 
arid carry three crops, then clear them off. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Manure for Roses (Leigh ).—Take of sul¬ 
phate of ammonia 1 ](>., and add it to 4 lb. 
of superphosphate of lime. Mix well 
together and apply 3 oz. to the square 
yard, hoeing or forking it in at once. Re¬ 
peat the dose in from four to six weeks. 
You can also purchase a ready com¬ 
pounded manure from dealers in garden 
sundries, etc. Apply this as directed by 
the vendors. 


SHORT REPLIES. 


C. G. L .—We have never used Moss 
fibre and shell for growing bulbs in in the 
second year, and doubt very much if it 

would be advisable to do so.- (1. M. P .— 

Sec reply to “Richard Palmer,” re 
“ Silver-leaf in Plum-trees,” in our issue 

of July 14tli, 1917, page 387.- Lionel S. 

Sweeney .—See note in “Food” columns re. 

“Storing Marrows,” page 478.- J. 

Philip .—1 If the ground has been well 
manured there is no need to trouble about 
a mulch between the rows. A slight appli¬ 
cation of nitrate of soda or sulphate of 
ammonia in the spring when growth is on 
the move will be beneficial. 2, It is too 
late to do anything to help the Swedes and 
Carrots. 3, The Turnip leaf, judging from 
the crushed specimen you send us, has been 
attacked by aphides. Syringe with 

Quassia extract.- A Lady Gardener .— 

You will find a full description and illus¬ 
trations of the wireworm and the click 
beetles in Miss Ormerod’s “Manual of 
Injurious Insects,” which can be had 
through any bookseller, or you may be able 
to pick up a second-hand copy.- Canter¬ 

bury .—See article in our issue of August 
2oth, page 4G4. 

Names of plants_ il. I,. —1, Francoa 

sonchifolia; 2, Epilobium hirsutum: 3, 
Asclepias curassavica; 4, Harpalium 

ligidum.- 1layby. —1, Red Valerian 

(Oentranthus ruber) ; 2, Leyeesteria 

forinosa.- T. H. C. —1, Eragrostis ele- 

gans; 2, Rriza maxima; 3, Santolina in- 

cana; 4, Eryngium alpinum.- Hugh .— 

1, Gesnera tubiflora; 2, Fittonia argyro- 

neura ; 3, Diplacus glutinosus.- C. II .— 

1, Ooronilla glauca; 2, Hemerocallis fulva; 
3, Lysimaehia vulgaris ; 4, Centauroa mon- 

tana alba.- C. K. II. —1, Lobelia cardi- 

nalis; 2, Sedum album ; 3, Coronilla varia. 

-S’. 11. II. —1, Stachys lanata ; 2, Scabi- 

osa eaueasica; 3, Geranium Endressi; 4, 

C'entaurea ragusina.-<S'. O. —1, Spar- 

tium junceum; 2, Veronica Andersoni: 3, 
Azara miorophylla : 4, Gaulthoria Shallon. 

- 11. M. —1, Epimedium pinnatum ; 2, 

Alnnsoa incisifolia; 3, Epilobium angusti- 
folium ; 4, Bocconia cordata.- G. Ross .-— 

1. Dictamnus Fraxinella; 2, Thalictrum 
adiantifolium ; 3, Sedum Sieboldi variega- 

tum; 4, Veronica Traversi.- J. L. —1, 

Streptosolen Jamesoni ; 2, Inula Helcnium ; 
3, Veronica spieata; 4, Leyeesteria for¬ 
inosa. 1 ran he e. —1, Swainsonia galegi- 

folia ; 2. Galega officinalis alba ; 3, Hemero¬ 
callis aurantiaca; 4, Echinops ruthenicus. 
- C. 8. Smith. —1, Scabies® ochroleuca ; 

2, Poterium Sanguisorba.- II. S. G. —1, 

Sphseralcea pedata, often erroneously 
called S. Munroana; 2, Looks like Corn 
Cockle (Lychnis Gittago, but no Hower re¬ 
mained ; 3, Linum nervosum; 4, Andro¬ 
meda (Cassiope) tetragona.-IF. Howe. — 

From the description you give, the plant 
you refer to is, no doubt, the Tulip-tree 
(Liriodyndron tulipiferum). 


Names of fruits.— Pomum. —1, Beauty of 
Bath ; 2, Gladstone ; 3, Devonshire Quar- 
renden. V. —Apples; ^1, Early .Mar¬ 
garet; 2, Mank’s Cod,” 
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British-Grown 

Bulbs 

and 

Paper Shortage. 

In order to conserve supplies of paper 
for essential and other purposes pro¬ 
moting Food Production, Bee* Ltd. will 
not issue Bulb Catalogues this season. 
Customers are therefore referred to the 
full page advertisement which nppeared 
on this page in last week’s issue, and are 
invited to make up l heir orders therefrom 
or to write to Bees Ltd. for a reprint, 
which will be sent gratis and post free. 


Early Seed Potatoes. 

Guaranteed Scotch Grown. 

Tme to name. Free from disease and 
blight of all kinds. Make sure of your 
supplies for next plnming 6ea*on by 
ordering now, for autumn deli*cry. 
Write for List of sorts and prices. 
Special terms to allotment Societies 
ordering in bulk. 

Roses & Plants. 

New rata'ogu"* will not be issued, 
but a list of revised prices may be ob¬ 
tained gratis and pout free. Applicants 
who do not possess Bees’ last seas -n’a 
Rose and Plant Catalogue may hnve a 
copy if they will kindly make imsnodiate 
application. 

175b, Mill St.. 
LIVERPOOL, 



Select your Row, from my Coloured Chart. 
illustrating 50 varieties direct from 


photographs. 



T h ^, y ll KEEP YOU DRY! 


BEACON OILSKINS never f.iil to keep out the wet. 
That's why they are worn by hundreds of farmers, game- 
keepers, and other outdoor men, women, nnd children. 
You Hhould wear them if you want weather comfort. They 
aren’t sticky like ordinary oilskins. We return your money 
nt- once if they don't satisfy you. The Beacon Booklet will 
show the style which suits y<m beat. Men's Coats from 10 - 
up; Children’s. 10/6 up; Ladies' smart Oilskirs, 21/-; Nou- 
westers from 1 9; lanng Loggings from 3 - Send post-card 
to-day for this Free Booklet of “ Weithcr Comfort. "—Send 
now before you forget — to BARBOUR'.**. LTD., 65, 
BEACON BUILDINCS. SOUTH SHIELDS. _M] 

PRIMULAS! PRIMULAS! PRIMULAS! 

45tli year of Distribution. Our well-known magnificent strain. 
Cinerarias, Calceolarias, etc. 

2s. p*r do*.; 12s. 6.1. per 100, carriage paid. 

JOHN STEVENS & SON, Nurseries, Coventry. 

B ANKS’ BRITISH BULBS. — Narcissus 

Barri conspicumi, 2 s. 6 *. ; Emperor, 5a. 6d. ; Horstieldi, 
5s. 6d. ; l’he.iBftnt-eye, la. 6d.; Double White, 3s. ; Tulips 
Clara Butt. 6s.; choice mixed May-flowering. 5s. 6d. ; 
Freesias refract i (white) and I eitehlini (yellow). 2 h. ; 
Aconites, 3s. All per 100; 25 of a sort at 100 rato. I.ilium 
candidum, 2s. 6d. and 4s. do*. Please send postcard for 
Catalogue NOW of Plants and Bulbs, as we can only send 
this year to those who apply. 1(R. orders carriage paid.— 
It. S BANKS. Seamer-mail. Searbnro'. 

iPHE APPLE in ORCHARD and GARDEN. 

Containing full account of its culture, with special 
chapter on Apple Cookery. Price 6d.; bv post, 8J. — 
PUBLISHED, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, W.C. 2. 


Colchicumss Crocus Species 

For Immediate Planting. 


COLCHICUMS- 



Doz. 

100 

1,000 

Autumnale album 

.. plenum, 1/- 

3/- 

20/- 

— 

each 

106 


_ 

,, plenum .. 

36 

20/- 

— 

,, maximum 

3/- 

17 6 


.. mixed 

1,6 

10/- 


Bornumllerii. 

m 

15/- 


• iiganteum . 

2/6 

15- 

— 

Spueiosuw . 

2 6 

15'- 

_ 

„ album, 1/6 each .. 

10.6 

70/- 

_ 

,, maximum (T.S.), 

1 6 each.. 

15'- 



Veratrifolium. 

3 6 

20/- 

— 

CROCUS SPECIES. 


Autumn-flowering - 

Asturicua . 

36 

_ 

_ 

Clusii . 

1 6 

7,6 

_ 

tinecua .. . 

V- 

10/- 

_ 

OchroleucuB . 

16 

7/6 

_ 

Salzmannii . 

16 

8/- 


Siculus . 

1/6 

8/- 

_ 

Speciosus Aitchisonii 
'lingilanus . 

— 

7 6 & 10/- 

65/- & 85/ 

1.6 

7/6 

_ 

Zonalus . 

— 

6,'- & 7/- 

55/- & 65/- 

Winter-flowering:— 

Aucherii .. 

2/- 

126 


Cancellatus var. Damascenus 

4 - 

_ 

_ 

Cfirysanthu*. 

1 6 

10/- 

— 

,, fusco-tinctus .. 

3/- 

20- 

— 

Hyemulis. 

16 

8'- 

— 

Isauricii* . . 

6 - 

40- 

_ 

Vi tell inns . 

3/- 

20/- 

— 

Spring-flowering- 

vErius . 

24- 

— 

— 

Aureu*. 

16 

7/6 

— 

Bannaticus . 

3- 


— 

Heufellianu*. 

2/- 

106 

— 

KotBc-hyanus. 

3 - 

— 

— 

Maesiacus 

3- 

17/6 

— 

.. Ktellaris .. 

14 

7/6 

_ 

Versicolor obscurus .. 

2 6 

15- 

— 

„ violasceus .. 

1/- 

6/- 

— 


Complete Collection, with descriptions, will be found in 
Bulb List, which will be posted on application. 


T. SMITH, Daisy Hill Nursery, NEWRY. 


'fsAwwiJll 



../ Slugs 
v Slugs 


“SANITAS” POWDER 

will rid your Garden of Slugs and 
protect your Seeds and Plants from 
other pests such as Worms, Rats, 
Mice, Sparrows, Cat?, &c. 

Leaflet and Free Sample 
with instructions Free. 

6 d. & l/-Tins& 15/- per Cwt.ff.or. London) 
ot all Chemists. Stores anil Nurserymen. 

THE “SANITAS” CO.,Ltd. 

) Limchouse, London, E. 
Awarded Medal al Royal Horticultural 


FIREPROOF PORTABLE BUILDINGS. 

Tenant's Fixtures. 
Indestructible, Ever¬ 
lasting, Waterproof. 

Dwelling*, Bungalows, 
Cottages, School*. Office*, 
Workshop*, Stores, Pnv- 
ilionB, Hut*, Shelter*, 
Stable*, Oarage*. Hospi¬ 
tals. Factories, Hanger*, 
etc., etc. Estimates, plans and specification for every 
description of Building, free. 

FIREPROOF BUILDING CO., Ltd., 
741, Old Kent Road. LONDON, S.E. 15. 



WATERPROOF CAPE-COATS.—Splendid 

* * garment for all outdoor workerR. sportsmen, and 
other*; originally made for Colonial Military. Limited 
quantity for quick sale, 9a. 9d. each, post free. Honestly 
worth double. State length ami whether fawn or khaki.— 
A. BELLA BY, Helper, near Derby. 


The latest day for rocoiyinsr Advortisomcnts 
is FRIDAY, 9 a.m. 
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“Horse 
Shoe 
Boilers 

FOR ECONOMY. 

LIST 82x of 
Complete Appa¬ 
ratus post free. 

C.P. tell SCo. 

Ltd., 

65, Southwark St., 
LONDON, S-E. 1. 




LATEST 


BOILERS. 

THE VICTOR 

AND 

THE PARK. 

Lir.tn of Pipes qnd 
Fillings Free. 

T, W. Robinson 

Ltd., 

Dennis Ikon 
Works, 

STOURBRIDGE. 


THE STOURBRIDCE HEATING 
APPARATUS 

FOR GREENHOUSES, 
CONSERVATORIES, kc. 
Most economical and efficient. 
This apparatus has attained 
great popularity. Made at our 
own foundry and under our 
own supervision. Before order¬ 
ing elsewherCj send for Revised 
Trice List, giving full particu¬ 
lars, free by post. 

J. & W. WOOD, 
Birmingham Street Foundry, 
STOURBRIDGE. 



CATALOGUE FREE. 


I HORTICULTURAL AND 
j PORTABLE BUILDINGS 

of every description. 

Conservatories, Forcing Houses, Rustic Houses, Frames, 
Lights, Heating Apparatus, Barrows, Mowers, \\orksnops. 
Stables, Motor and Cycle Houses, Cottages Bungalows, 
Studios, Huts, Shelters, etc. Also see List for latest designs 
in Poultry Houses, Brooders, etc. 

W. COOPER, LTD., 74 L 3 6NroN?^ R r 

lion cycles. 

Cash or monthly payments. 

Signed Guarantee for all time. 

Packed in crate free and carriage paid. 

Bince 1905 I have advertised in this paper, and have made 
and sold over 20,000 Machines. NO EXTR AS: 
and everything included. Carriage paid. 

RIDK AND TEST THI! MACHINE FOK 10 DAYS. IF 
YOU DO NOT AITROVK I PAY ALL CARRIAGE. I 
have thousands of testimonials. Write to-day for copies 
and Catalogue, with illustrations and full specification.— 

GEORGE BEATSON, LTD., "LION CYCLE WORKS, 
85. MOSELEY STREET. BIRMINGHAM. 


KILLS '!) 

INSECTS IN TIC SOIL I 


(VAPORITE 

i Of all Seedsmen 8 

5 thaw sow Chemicai C*L" r&ftuEEN Victoria St London | 

Advertisement Rates. 

Seale of Charges for 
Advertisements In 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


Line Advertisements.— Single insertion*. 9d. per 
line, minimum three lines (about twenty words flit the first 
three lines, and nine words each additional line). Front 
page, if guaranteed, la. per lino. No reduction for series. 

Terms for Display Advertisements, 10b. per 

inch (reduction for series). 

Advertisers not having a regular account at the office 
must accompany their orders with remittance. Orders and 
advertisement copy should be addressed— 

MANAGER, 

63, LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS, LONDON, W.C. 2. 

TTINES AND VINE CULTURE.—By A. F. 

Y Barron, V.M.II. (late Superintendent of the Royal 
Horticultural Society's Gardens). Illustrated. Price 5s. 
net; post free, 5s. 6d. Fifth edition. Describes and Illus¬ 
trates the latest GraptyCulture.—MANAGERS, 63, Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, Loudon, V£C. 2. 



AT POPULAR PRICES. 

The most reliable substitute for stable manure, mixed 
by our special process, is cleaner to handle, and gives 
better results, and ready for immediate use. Highly 
recommended by all Horticultural Societies, as specially 
adapted for mixing with the soil in preparing for the 
Spring and Summer Crops. 

Sent on receipt of P.O. 56 lbs.. 2s. f«l. ; 1 ewt., 3s. 6d.; 
2 cwt., 6s. 6d. CARRIAGE PAID 69 ml lei by rail. 
Over that add 3d. per cwt. for every 50 miles, or part. 

A. W. MASKELL & CO., Ltd., 

MASKELL'S WORKS, Dirleton Road, West Ham. 


FLOWER SHOW FIXTURES. 


SEPTEMBER. 

September 11.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Dahlia Show. | 

,, 15.-Oswaldlwistlo Horticultural Society. 

,, 24.—National Chrysanthemum Society's Execu¬ 

tive Committee; National Chrysanthe- | 
mum Society's Floral Committee. 

I( 25.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Vegetable 

Show. 

OCTOBER. 

October 2.—Royal Horticultural Society's Fruit Show (2 
days). 

,, 8.—National Chrysanthemum Society's Floral 

Committee. 

,, 9.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

,, 22.—National Chrysanthemum Society's Executive 

Committee; National Chrysanthemum 
Society's Floral Committee. 

,, 23.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

„ 29 —National Chrysanthemum Society's Floral 

Committee. 

NOVEMBER. 

November 6.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees; 

National Chrysanthemum Society's 
Autumn Show (provisional date), Floral 
Committee. 

„ 19.—National Chrysanthemum Society’s Execu¬ 

tive Committee; National Chrysanthe¬ 
mum Society's Floral Committee. 

„ 20.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

DECEMBER. 

December 3.— National Chrysanthemum Society’s Floral 
Committee. 

,, 4 —Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

„ 17 —National Chrysanthemum Society's Execu¬ 

tive Committee. 


.GLASS.. 


Speolal Pries, for Cash with Ordsr In Hull. 
CLASS, 4/21 os. 

Boxen, 100 200 ] Boxes, 100 200 

eq. ft nq.ft. I 8q. ft. sq.ft. 

8 x 6in. 26 6 45 - 112. H. 15.16.18,' 


9 x 7in . 29 - 47/6 

10 x 8iu. 32 G 59 - 

12,13,14.15x 8in. 35- 6L- 

11.12.13.14 x 9in. 36 6 62 5 

12.13.14 x lOin. 39- 67- 

13 x llin. 40- 68 - 

16.18.20 x JOin. ‘ 

16, IS, 20 x ll.ii. 


42 - 72- 


20.22.21 x 121 11 72 * 

16, 17. 18, 20 x'l 

13in.I.., -- 

16, 18, 20, 22, 24 i ** * 75 " 

x I4in. J 

20. 22.24 x lain I 
18. 20, 22, 21 X 46/- 79 - 
Win. : .J 
20,22,24 x ISin. 48 • 82 - 


PTJTTY. Real Soft.—1 cwt., 146; Jcwt., 7 9; Jowt.. 
4 6; Hlbs., 2 6. 

DIAMONDS, 7 6 and 10 6 eaoh. 

GLASS CUTTERS. 6-wheel, 1'6 each. 

MIXED PAINTS.—7-lb. lever tins. White, 
10 i atone - , ordinary colours, 7/« per stone. 

r. «Sc T. ROSS, 
cbchBURTON ST., HULL. Eslab. 1S13 



JANUARY. 

January 21.—National Chrysanthemum Society's Executive 
Committee. 


We shall be glad if Secretaries of Horticul¬ 
tural Societies will kindly send the dates of 
their various shows to Editor , Gardening Illus¬ 
trated, 63 , Lincoln's Inn Fields , London, W. C.2. 


BEAUTIFUL 


COLOURED PLATES OF FLOWERS 

FOR 

SCREENS AND SCRAP BOOKS. 


Size 12 inches by inches. 

Very suitable for framing or keeping 
Portfolios for Students and others. 


3 Specimen Copies, 6 d. ; 12 for 1/6 ; 
25 for 3 /-; 50 for 5/6 ; TOO for 10 - 


All post free. Well assorted, or customers' own 
selection. Specimen plate, post free, 3d. 

Address: MANAGER, 

63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

When writing Gardening firms please mention 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


if 


If you arc interested in this week’s 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED, 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three months, 2/6 ; six 
months, 5/-; twelvemonths, 10/-; for Abroad, 12/-. Annual subscribers 
will receive the year’s complete Index to the volume free of charge. 

To Publisher or Newsagent :— 

Please deliver “ Gardcnihg Illustrated ” weekly for which I 

enclose __ 

Name _ 


(Mr.. Mrs., or Miss) 


Address (in full). 


Printed and Published by the Proprietor, W. Robinso.v, at the Office, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, Loudon, W.Q. 2.— 
September 1, 1917. Telephone: Uolboru 731. 


^NA-CHAMPAIGN 
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FKOM CAM FORM A. 


Ax account of the flora of the mountain 
canyons debouching on the Great Mojave 
Desert may be of some interest to you. 
The first canyon visited was that of the 
I.ittle Rock Creek, fi.OOO feet elevation at 
the mouth. In the lower parts grew two 
annual Gilias, the flowers, jj inch in dia¬ 
meter, white and purple respectively, 
totally hiding the foliage. Here grew 
Mimulus eardiualis and M. luteus, two or 
three species of CEuotbera, and a hand¬ 
some plant belonging to Boraginnceie pro¬ 
ducing racemes of lilac-coloured flowers 
on long 1 feet to ti feet spikes. The prickly 
I’oppy (Argemone) grew here in profusion. 
Purple and white rhacelins were plentiful 
further on, and a beautiful annual with 
clear pink flowers, each 2 inch in diameter, 
was numerous, together with a flower 
resembling that of a Nemophila, but bright 
purple with a white eye The handsome 
canyon Lupin (L. cytisoides) grew along 
the stream, producing spikes IS inches 
long covered with its pink flowers, while 
nestling among the Willows was the 
Large Scarlet Columbine (Atpiilegla trun- 
cata). Many s[ieeies of Buckwheat (Erio- 
ganuru) carpeted the tipper sloiics among 
the Yuccas. 


After camping here a week I moved to 
l'.ig Iloek Creek, lifteen miles to the east 
and at a good deal higher elevation. The 
flora here was quite different and much 
more luxuriant. As 1 ascended among the 
Sycamores and Alders 1 found many old 
friends. Here grew Fremontia ealifornlca, 
larger by far than any I had seen before. 
One plant measured 10 inches at the base 
and 4 feet to first branch. They were in 
full flowei, the great golden-yellow blooms 
each 2| inches across, completely hiding 
die foliage. This is certainly a prince 
among shrubs. It grew in profusion, 
covering the slo[>cs with a golden mantle. 
Tlie Yuccas were also remarkable for their 


size, one measuring over 15 feet. Calo- 


ehortus Kennedy!, 2 feet tall, was growing 
among the rocks. Among the dwarfer 
shrubs were White Sage, Cleorne lutea, 
and Buckwheat, while along the stream 
Mimulus, Columbines, etc., held sway. 

The rock plants were most interesting, 
Dlplacus glutinosus, the dwarf lemon- 
coloured variety, grew wherever it could 
find a footing among the rocks, along with 
Zauschneria eallforuien latifolin, just 
e lining into flower. A rock Geranium with 
spikes of pink and white flowers grew on 
tlie periiemlicular walls—a really hand¬ 
some tiling. In company with it a Coty¬ 
ledon, with orange-red flowers, and a hairy 
riv-k Fern were growing. The Wallflower 
((.'helninthus angustatus) was also in evi¬ 
dence with its bright yellow flowers. 

After a stay of a week I reluctantly 
packed up and slowly moved back to tlie 
silent stretches of Sage. Brush, and 
Yuccas. J. Hauky Johnson. 


3,71:] . 5 , Hoover 

®'*baUfornia 


:er St., l(os Antics, A I 

h/oraiaVjV!) glC 


NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

Actinidia chinensis in fruit.—I see fruit 
on Actinidia chinensis about the size of 
Walnuts. Can you or any of your readers 
tell me if it is likely to riiien? The plant is 
not on a wall, but on a Yew-tree facing 
south. The plant tried to set seeds last 
year, but they dropped oil’ when they got 
to tlie size of small Cherries. It Is the 
hermaphrodite form.— Counishhan. 

Prunus Pissardi fruiting. I have found 
one fruit on Prunus Pissardi, and I write 
to ask if this is unusual. It is about (lie 
size of an ordinary Plum, and is of a 
beautiful rich red colour. Would it be 
edible? —J. B. Ward, liox, H i 7/s. 

lit is not at all unusual for this to fruit 
in favourable districts and warm seasons. 
The fruit is pretty, but tlie flavour is i>ooi\ 
and we have never heard of its being used 
for cooking.—En.J 

Montbrotias.— These are now blooming 
freely and add greatly to the interest of 
tlie hardy flower borders. There are many 
varieties of recent introduction, but. good 
as these new Montbrotias are, I cannot 
hell) thinking that they are just a trifle 
coarse, and for ordinary border piiiqioses 
I prefer the older kinds, such as M. Pottsi, 
M. erocosmheflora, and their varieties 
Fiery Star, Gerbe d'Or— in fact, the 
lighter-sprayed Montbrotias generally.—A 
Scottish Gardener. 

Pratia angulata.— This is a first-rate, 
semi-prostrate creeper for moist, shady 
places in tlie rock garden. The foliage is 
of a fresh, piale green, and tlie white, 
Lobelia-like flowers are produced in pro¬ 
fusion throughout summer and autumn. 
These are followed by plum-coloured 
berries about as large as Peas. P. angu¬ 
lata, or Lobelia littornlis, as it is some¬ 
times called, Is probably not hardy in all 
places. Has any reader succeeded with 
tin* Himalayan species, I’, begoniiefolia?— 
A. T. Johnson. 

Horse Chestnut. —There is much misuse 
of this wrong term of late. The tree is 
not a Chestnut in any true sense, and tlie 
use of tlie word leads to the frequent but 
needless epithets when speaking of the 
real tree (i.e., Sweet Chestnut, Spanish 
Chestnut, etc.). In view of its beauty, 
quantities of food, and value of its timber, 
tlie Chestnut is tlie noblest tree of Euroiie, 
and in no need of any name but its own. 
The best English word for what we call 
tlie Horse Chestnut is the Buckeye, the 
American word for (he tree.—W. 

Lilium Honryi. —This has bloomed freely 
with me tills year in a London suburban 
garden. It is a form that readers of 
Gardenino who care for I.iiies should 
grow, and may be described as a variety of 
L. siieciosum, which was formerly called 
I., laucifoliuin. The stems rise to a height 
of 5 feet or f> find, bearing a wealtli of 
flowers much like those of L. speeiosum in 
aspect, almost identical, in fact, in shape, 
and rich apricot-yellow. It has been called 
tlie yellow L. siieciosum, and is in beauty 
at this time, continuing until quite tlie 
autumn to nppenr in plenty.—I*. T. 

Pavia macrostachya is one of the few 
shrubs that flower late ill tlie season. 
When in full bloom it is a line picture, tlie 
flowers being produced with great freedom 
and in dense plumy spikes. The growth Is 


spreading and the foliage abundant, in rich 
contrast to the wealth of blooln. It is a 
native of North America, and should lie 
given ample space to spread out in its own 
characteristic way, whilst it will succeed 
in quite ordinary soil. Among many other 
flowering slirohs it is certainly the most 
beautiful and hardy, and is as fragrant as 
it is line in form of leaf and flower. 

Qweet Amber or Tutsan.— Tliis (Hyperi¬ 
cum Androsieinum) has proved one of tlie 
mast free-flowering of all the suh-slirubby 
Hyiierieums. It rarely exceeds 1 foot in 
height here, growing on a very dry ledge 
of the rock garden, and never suffers .from 
drought in tlie driest and hottest weather. 
The foliage is of a good rich green and 
tlie large golden flowers, in form more like 
those of II. Moserianum than II. cnlyci- 
nuni, are produced in abundance from June 
to October. So far It. Audrostemum lias 
not shown any Inclination to wander into 
forbidden territory, a grievous fault in tlie 
old St. John's Wort.—A. T. J., N. Wales. 

The Flame Nasturtium (Tropieolum 
siieciosum).—This charming climber is tlie 
easiest thing to grow if you give it the 
right sisit, otherwise it is one of the most 
obstinate and difficult. For some years it 
refused to do anything but sulk here, but 
a new Lily bed having been made on the 
north-west side of my garden, a plant was 
put in and it has raced away with extra¬ 
ordinary vigour, and is now covered with 
bloom. People with a warm, dry aspect 
and hot soils should give tlie Flame 
Nasturtium a north asiiect and a good 
depth of cool loam and leaf-soil. Plant the 
roots S inches deep in April, mulch with 
peat and leaf-mould, and water well during 
drought.—A. T. Johnson, N. Wales. 

Clematis Viticella. — While certain 
French raisers of tlie Clematis have de¬ 
voted some attention to raising varieties 
of Clematis Viticella, their cultivation in 
this country lias been hindered by the 
taste for tlie hybrids belonging to other 
classes, as, compared with these, tlie 
smaller flowers of C. Viticella and its 
varieties are comparatively Insignificant. 
It is but seldom I come across O. Viticella 
or its forms ill Scotland, and the other 
day 1 was pleased to see in tlie garden of 
Mr. K. A. Horne], Kirkcudbright, a really 
fine plant of the tjqie literally laden with 
tlie deep purple-blue drooping flowers.— 
8. Aunott. 

Bulbs in permanent positions.— One of 

tlie best features of hardy flower garden¬ 
ing is that of permanent plantations of 
bulbs, naturalised in jiositions where they 
can remain undisturbed for years. There 
are many advantages attending tliis kind 
of gardening, not the least of which is that 
as the plants, or groups, become estab¬ 
lished a much better display of flowers is 
possible than by any system of perpetual 
lifting aiid replanting, with its attendant 
amount of labour. Constant shitting, in¬ 
deed, in the case of bulbs lias been proved 
to ho worse than labour lost. Another ad¬ 
vantage is that iHisitions that have hitherto 
lain waste can lit' utilised aiid converted 
into attractive spots in the garden. 

nose Mrs. David McKee.— I took a great 
fancy to this creamy-wliite rose, and it 
hastened the fate of Frau Karl Druschki, 
which nil went on tlie tireheap. I tried 
uiv favourite on the Dog Brier, the one- 
used by the trade, anil also on Rosa 
luxa I got from an Edinburgh nursery ; in 
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both cases a poor result. I put a few cut¬ 
tings in in September two years ago, and 
now 1 am well pleased to see them hand¬ 
some. stately plants, twice the size of the 
••worked” plants, and with larger flowers 
and a bolder habit. They grow in a free 
loam in the place where the cuttings were 
put in. 1 hope lo remove the plants care¬ 
fully in October and with them help form 
a bed of my favourite Hoses rooted in the 
same way.—W. 

Zauschneria californica.— It is some-, 
what strange how partial this plant, which 
has been frequently referred to of late in 
these pages, is to some gardens and soils, 
growing almost as a weed in some in¬ 
stances and in others almost refusing to 
grow at all. Usually in a light, sandy, 
loamy soil the plant grows freely, and 
where it does Lliis it is one of the most 
acceptable of plants for the rock garden at 
the present season. Indeed, I know of 
nothing to compare with it for brilliancy 
of colour, and for this reason alone it is 
worthy of special culture. In some few 
instances the plant increases too freely, 
and in its ardour encroaches on other iw- 
portant subjects. Such, however, are rare. 
A deep and fairly rich sandy loam and a 
warm, well-drained position in the rock 
garden or border are, jierhaps, the best 
place for it, and if these prove favourable 
a tuft will carry quantities of its vermilion- 
scarlet flowers for some time. In gardens 
where clay soil exists it will be found a 
good plan to provide it with special soil 
and good dra inage. Iu very severe winters 
I have found a shovelful of Coconnut fibre 
over it keeps the plant secure from frost.— 
E. 

Iris for water-side. — Wishing to enjoy 
those plants In some |K>ols I have, please 
tell me as to good kinds. 

Amongst the Irises for the water¬ 
side you cannot do better than try 
some of the following :—Iris sibirica 
orientalis, I. Delnvnyi, I. s. o. Em- 
lseror, I. hcvigata alba. I. s. o. Snow 
Queen, and Iris spuria lilaclna, which, 
growing about a feet high, are very 
free and beautiful. Such kinds as 
nurea, monaurea, Monnierl, and Sliel- 
ford Giant are good on account of 
colour and height. Iris lievigata alba 
is on the dwarf side, but a very beauti¬ 
ful white Iris. I. AA'ilsoni, growing 
alsmt t! feet high and a clear yellow in 
colour, is also good. If you have never 
grown the miniature Iris grncilipes, 
which is only about l> inches high, try 
it by the side of a half-slmdy, cool, 
stone edging. It Is a perfect little 
plant when in flower, and smothers it¬ 
self in bloom.—Hour. AV. Wallace. 

If in doubt about the quality of the above 
I suggest, seeing the collection of these 
and oilier Irises grown by Messrs. Wallace 
at Colchester.—AV. 

Eucryphias in Cornwall.— I we in your 
issue of August IStli “lb's” mention of 
the two Eucryphias here, lloth trees are 
flourishing. E. eordifolia felt the severe 
wind of the winter and spring, but 1ms 
quite recovered. It is covered with buds, 
shortly to open. The height is 19 feet, 
diameter 9 feet. E. piunatifolia is covered 
with blossom, now dropping, owing to oc¬ 
casional showers of rain, hut is a fine tree 
21 feet iu height and 20 feet in diameter. 
It faces north, ami was moved some fifteen 
years ago by my late husband, Mr. T. 1!. 
Ilolitho, as it was not doing well in a 
more favoured isisitkm. There is in the 
garden one of the same age facing south 
and half the size. AVe consider it a hardy 
shrub. Several tender shrubs have suc¬ 
cumbed during the spring; Grevillea Iungi- 
folin, a fine standard, was killed, as was 
U. ITcissi. v.i0n|-^? is gone; 


Acacia peudula and A. platyptera are 
shooting from base, so are Cletliras and 
Lasiandra macrantha. All Camellias 
proved hardy, except reticulata, but that 
came through and flowered on the wall. 
Embothriums and Guevinus are all right. 
Several climbers planted last autumn on 
house exposed to the east are none the 
worse for the weather., among them Cassia 
corymbosa.— Frances 1 Solituo, Treu-uklcn, 
Cornwall. 

Some late Sedums. —An easy first in 
stature and beauty, .S. spectabile is now 
opening its countless flowers. These 
masses of rosy colour, so well set-off by 
the soft, glaucous green of the fleshy 
leaves, are a great acquisition to any gar¬ 
den at this season. In almost any aspect, 
soil, or situation this Seduin may be relied 
upou to do well. Few flowers are so at¬ 
tractive to bees and butterflies ns this, and 
its “drowsy syrups” appear to have a 
distinctly demoralising effect upon the 
former. * The variety S. s. atro-purpureum 
I do not consider nearly so good as the 
type, the purplish foliage and stems de¬ 
tracting from the crimson tint of the 
flower-heads. There are other kinds, 8. 
spectabile Brilliant being one of the best, 
but I still prefer the soft chalky tints of 
the old one. Another good late Sedtitu is 
S. Sieboldi. Its bluish leaves, in whorls 
of three, are margined with crimson iu 
summer, changing to a beautiful coral-red 
towards autumn. Pink flowers are borne 
in clusters at the ends of the C-lncli arch¬ 
ing stems in August. S. Sieboldi has a 
good habit and is best planted in sunny 
clefts of the rock garden, where its flowers 
and foliage will not get soil-splashed in 
rainy weather. Though often seen in pots, 
this species appeare to be perfectly hardy. 
S. Ewersi is not unlike the foregoing in 
habit, colour, and form, hut blooms a trifle 
later. Given the same treatment as S. 
Sieboldi it is worthy of a place among the 
more lowly of the dry-loving rock plants.— 
A. T. Johnson., 

Primula hybrid.— One of the most in¬ 
teresting Primulas that has bloomed with 
me this season lias been a plant oblained 
from a private garden, which a pi tears to 
be a hybrid between Primula Bulleyana 
and Primula pulverulenta. It was one of 
a number which had been raised from seed 
sown as IV Bulleyana ; these, when planted 
out in groups, came up almost alternately 
P. Bulleyana and this much more lovely 
coloured hybrid, and, being in some 
number, they made a remarkably fine com¬ 
bination. A large quantity of P. pulveru¬ 
lenta flowered alongside the I’. Bulleyana 
from which the seed was taken, and this 
very beautiful form is evidently tlie re¬ 
sult of a natural crossing of the two 
species. Tlie resulting hybrid plants are 
stronger both in leaf and flower-stem than 
P. Bulleyana, the plant I have throwing 
up stout stems nearly 4 feet high, and 
having from seven lo nine flower whorls. 
The flowers are of a bright velvety yel¬ 
lowish rose, witli a deep yellow eye, and 
in my opinion a much more pleasing colour 
than in either of the two Primulas from 
which it seems to have originated. The 
flower wliorls o]ion out from the bottom 
gradually, tier after tier, similar to P. pul- 
verulenta, etc., until they ultimately reach 
tlie top. Owing to the gradual succession 
of the flower whorls the period of bloom 
iug is extended for quite a month in an 
ordinary season. I understand this is a 
known form, but I am not sure whether it 
has been named. I notice a form cata¬ 
logued as P. pulverulenta Mrs. Berkeley, 
but one could hardly include under this 
description plants raised from seed taken 
from and sown as P. Bulleyana.—T. 
Ashton Eofthouse, Lintliorpe, Middles) 
brough. 


FRUIT. 

FAIEURE OF PEACHES AND 
APRICOTS. 

I have tivo Peach-trees and an Apricot- 
tree in a cold house facing due south. 
The Peaches are Antsden June, and had 
a good show of blossom and fruit; hut the 
latter never came to any size though it 
ripened and was of good flavour. The 
Apricots were no larger than a Czar Plum. 
Would it ho from want of water in the 
early stages or nourishment earlier in the 
year? The Peaches have made no new 
growth. I have plenty of good fowl 
manure. AVould you kindly tell me when 
to apply this, if it is feeding the trees re¬ 
quire?—E. P. K. 

[Tlie Peach-trees not having made any 
growth show clearly that they are in 
bad health. This may he due to tlie 
trees having been overcropped, or it 
may be the root system is out of order ns 
a result of the soil in the border having be¬ 
come worn out. If it arises from overcrop¬ 
ping, tlie trees, roots included, have been 
overtaxed and will require a season’s rest 
to enable them to recuperate. The I’caeh, 
as you no doubt are aware, fruits on the 
young wood made during the previous sea¬ 
son, so the trees cannot in any case bear 
fruit next year. On the other hand, should 
the unsatisfactory condition lie due to the 
second-named cause the remedy is to lift 
the trees, lay them in by the heels outside 
for a time, remove the old worn-out 
soil, and construct a now border consist¬ 
ing largely of good turfy loam with a 
liberal quantity of lime-rubbish, burnt soil, 
and wood-ashes mixed with it. The border 
should be from 2 feet to 2 feet (’> inches in 
depth, and place 9 inches of drainage 
material, such ns brick-bats, etc., in the 
bottom. If the roots are few and un¬ 
healthy it would pay you to discard tlie 
trees and plant new ones in their place, 
but if the roots are healthy lay them oat 
in a nearly horizontal iwsition in the new 
border and arrange them so that the top¬ 
most layer is within 0 inches of the sur¬ 
face. An alternative measure, which, 
although not so satisfactory, may perhaps 
serve to rejuvenate the trees is to remove 
the surface soil to as far as the trees ex¬ 
tend in all directions and deep enough 
until roots arc met with, and replace it 
with similar compost to that already men¬ 
tioned, with an addition of well-rotted 
horse-manure in a half-dried state and free 
from worms. This should encourage free 
root action and lead to a corresponding 
amount of young growths being produced. 
The same kind of compost, minus the 
manure, will answer for the 

Apricot, which should be dealt witli in 
the same way, as lifting is, we should say, 
unnecessary in this case. If tlie tree does 
not make much growth add some bone- 
meal, a 7-incli jiotful to each harrow load 
of compost required. Make the compost 
quite firm, ibis being essential as it. pro¬ 
motes a firm, short-jointed, fruitful 
growth. Both should have organic manures 
supplied from the surface only, and when 
in a growing condition, the best time to 
apply them being after the young fruits 
are swelling oil' and again when they have 
stoned and the crop has been thinned down 
to safe numbers. If a concentrated arti¬ 
ficial fruit manure is used this may lie 
applied at three different periods, i.r., 
when the trees are about'to start growing, 
after the fruit is set. and again after 
stoning is complete. Fowls’ manure may 
lie employed, but as it is very powerful it 
should be mixed with ten times its bulk of 
dry soil and kept in a dry place until 
wanted. This should he lightly sprinkled 
on the surface iu a similar manner to arti¬ 
ficial mamiTC just before applying water. 
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sionally. Is it too late to prune now? 
The growths are very thick.—I!. 1’. 

[No, it is not too late to carry out the 
necessary thinning of growth in regard to 
Peach and other wall-trained fruit-trees; 
also the summer pruning of bush and 
pyramid trees in the open. The sooner 
this is taken in hand in both eases and 
brought to a conclusion the better forkhc 
trees, as the season is now getting ad¬ 
vanced.] 

Small fruit crops in Scotland. Straw¬ 
berries generally, especially late varieties, 
have been inferior both in hulk and in size 
of berries. This is, no doubt, attributable 
to the long period of dry weather during 
June-July, and, perhaps, partly to the fact 
that the plants suffered through the winter 
and spring. It is curious to note the ho 
haviour of Gooseberries within a compara¬ 
tively small area. For example, in a large 
garden less than eight miles from this 
place there is not a fruit. Here the crop, 
always abundant, is this year remarkably 
sa; in fact, branches have been broken 
down by the weight of fruit. On tlic other 
hand, not for fifteen years have Black 
Currants been so thin, while in the place 
above referred to there is quite a satis¬ 
factory crop. In both places Red Currants 
and White Currants are all that can be 
desired. Raspberries are quite an average 
crop, but they are ripening rather irregu¬ 
larly, so that small pickings on any given 
day are, at present, the rule. The season, 
therefore, will be more prolonged than 
usual—a good failing. Morello Cherries 
are particularly good.—W. McGuffoc, 
Hal mar, Kirkcudbright. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

TRIALS WITH FLOWER GARDEN 
EDGINGS. 

N.—The Dwarf Lavesder. —Of my edg¬ 
ings none meet with more approval from 
the visitor than the Dwarf Lavender. It 
is not only more com [Kiel than t lie usual 
forms, but with a deeiier, prettier colour. 
The Lavender, growing and seeding freely 
over a vast area on tile warmer slopes of 
tile Alps and in many lands around the 
son, varies much, and to that habit we owe 
this and other forms. It is easily increased 
by pulling the plants to pieces or by cut¬ 
tings. Tlie dwarf Lavender makes a neat 
edging in the fruit or kitchen garden 
whore the largo forms might he in the 
way, and the flowers, borne abundantly, 
are useful for cutting. W. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Increasing the Aubrietia _Mr. Jenkins 

has done good service by his note on page 
449. It is not the amateur alono who is 
frequently unsuccessful in propagating the 
Aubrietia from cuttings. I remember 
once visiting a largo hardy plant nursery, 
and the proprietor told me that ho was 
very unsuccessful in propagating Aubric- 
tias from cuttings. Mr. Jenkins advo¬ 
cates detaching the new shoots with a bool 
from the parent stem. This is good ad¬ 
vice, and I believe that neglect of this is 
mainly responsible for the losses of 
Aubrietia cuttings. — S. Arnott. 

Paronychia capitata.— This is a very 
dwarf trailing plant that should ho seen as 
it grows naturally among the boulders and 
sand at the edge of u moraine or the tor¬ 
rent bed. There, where it is really at 
home, it covers the sand and much of the 
boulders with the daintiest carpet of tiny 
green growth, profusely sprinkled with 
creamy-white heads of flower that are 
chaffy and everlasting-like in Texture. As 
a setting for other plants it is peculiarly 
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Both reach and Apricot trees, when in a 
healthy condition, require a great deal of 
water when grown under glass, and the 
borders should be kept in an equable state 
of moisture the year round. Except when 
in flower and when the fruit Is ripening 
the trees should on every favourable occa¬ 
sion l>e well syringed, as it is very neces¬ 
sary that the foliage be kept clean and 
healthy. Lifting and the re-making of the 
border, or top-dressing, ns the case may 
be, can bo undertaken when tiie trees are 
about to shed their leaves. We must leave 
you to decide wlmt course is best to pursue 
under the circumstances, and make pre¬ 
paration for it accordingly, so that the 
work may lie carried out quickly.] 


MELONS DOING BADLY. 

I am growing some Melons in a span- 
roofed house. I planted them on a ridge 


Wo can think of nothing else that would 
cause tlie trouble, unless it is that you 
have either been over-dosing the roots 
with liquid or artificial manure or perhaps 
mixed too much of tlie last-named with tlie 
compost. Any of these would induce tlie 
foliage to flag when under the influence of 
sunshine. The remedy in (lie first-men¬ 
tioned instance is obvious, and if you have 
been over-watering, supply tlie loots with 
just enough for their needs and no more 
until the leaves can withstand the sun. 
There is no liard-and-fast rule ns to when 
water should he applied, this depending 
on tlie amount of growth made and the 
number of roots present in tlie compost. 
Tlie greater the amount of roots and of 
top-growth, tlie oftener is water - needed, 
and vice vend. To a practical man tlie 
appearance of llie soil is a sufficient guide 
as to when water is required. With re- 


Thc dwarf Lavender as an (dying. 


six weeks ago, and they are now between 
2 feet and 3 feet up the trellis. The soil 
is a fairly stiff loam, with 2 inches of 
manure on slate slabs, but the plants do 
not grow as I should like them. The 
leaves are thin, and flag with the sun. I 
gi\ - e plenty of air, and keep tlie house 
damped down. 1 made the si.il firm, and 
the plants are short-jointed. I turn tlie 
hot water on under the slates at night, and 
keep a temperature of about 70 clegs. I 
have grown Melons for several years in 
heated pits with good results, but this is 
the first time I have tried them in a house. 
I should he pleased if you could tell me 
how to improA'e their growth. —Bert. 


[The flagging is due either to tlie soil 
being too dry or tlie reverse condition— 
most likely the latter. This, accom¬ 
panied with too little bottom heat (70 degs. 
is at least 10 degs. too low), would cause 
the foliage to flag the sun sfines. 
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gnrd to stimulants, if these have anything 
to do with it, cease applying them until 
the health of the plants improves. If you 
have put too much artificial in the soil, 
you can in this case do nothing. Keep a 
steady bottom beat, of .SO degs. both night 
and day—as it is only at night that this 
is needed—and a day temperature ranging 
from 75 degs. to S5 degs., the latter in 
bright weather. Syringe morning and 
afternoon, moisten tlie paths, etc., several 
times a day when bright, and close in the 
afternoon early enough to secure a tem¬ 
perature of 00 dogs. | 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Treatment of fruit-trees. —Owing to fre¬ 
quent changes of gardeners during tlie 
summer my fruit-trees—Peaches, Apri¬ 
cots, Plums, and Nectarines—havo been 
neglected, merely nailed in a little occa¬ 
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attractive, especially when one sees tufts 
of a dwarf hut large-belled Campanula 
emerge from the frothy foam, or brilliant 
gold pntcliqg'of Lotus purpusillus that con¬ 
trast with deep purple Campanula pusilla 
or compact tufts of Tunica Saxifraga that 
here shade from clear rose to pure white 
in the earlier stages of growth and flower. 
Here (Nice), where the sun is almost 
African in its lower, it replaces very ad¬ 
vantageously the well-known Arenarin 
balearlca, where rocks arc so hot at mid¬ 
day that tlie hand is scorched and tender 
or moisture-loving plants would wither 
and die.—E. H. YV. in Garden. 


INDOOR PLANTS. 

THE AFRICAN LILY 
(Aoacanthus). 

The African Lily is of a very accommodat¬ 
ing nature, and forms a valuable addition 
to greenhouse plants at this season. 
Added to this, large masses, when grown 
in tubs, are very striking when stood in 
the open ground, on terraces, and similar 
places. It is not thoroughly hardy, except 
in tlie more favoured lmrts of these 
islands, but as It becomes almost dormant 
during winter, it may at that season be 
kept in sheds, coach-houses, or similar 
spots, provided they are safe from frost. 
Established specimens seldom need to be 
disturbed at the roots, hence the soil in 
which they are planted should he of a good 
lasting nature. Turfy loam, with, if neces¬ 
sary, a little leaf-mould and sand, forms 
a very suitable compost. The plants 
should have frequent doses of liquid 
manure during the growing season. 
Agapanthuses, being often raised in quan¬ 
tity from seeds, there are many different 
forms, and many varietal names have been 
bestowed upon them. Occasionally, the 
names of giganteus and max.imus have 
been applied to a line, bold selection from 
the type, but all Individuals are not of 
equal merit. In colour, too, a marked dif¬ 
ference exists, some being of a much richer 
blue than others. In direct contrast to 
these, we have the pure white variety 
albus, of which there are two distinct 
forms, one being totally deciduous and tlie 
other partially so, as in A. uinbeilatus 
itself. Seedlings between the white and 
blue forms show a great, variety of tints, 
hut I prefer those of a clear, decided 
colour. Other kinds are the double- 
flowered flore-pleno, whose light blue blos¬ 
soms seldom open in a satisfactory manner, 
and Mooreanus, which forms a low tuft 
of narrow, dark-green leaves, but the 
flower-scape is taller in proportion to the 
size of l he plant than ill the others. The 
flower-head is almost globular, and the 
blossoms deep blue. This is the hardiest 
of the Agapanthuses, and becomes totally 
dormant in winter. It is sometimes known 
as minor, which is a different plant. The 
latest addition to the Agapanthuses is A. 
Y\ eillighi, known also by the s]ieciflc name 
of iuaportus, and given an Award of 
Merit by the Royal Horticultural Society 
in 1913. The flowers of this, which are of 
a pleasing shade of deep blue, are more 
tubular and drooping than those of the 
common form. \y. T. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Treatment of Hydrangea _I have in a 

lot an old plant of Hydrangea, which has 
anno some fifteen trusses of bloom this 
.Vear, and has been frequently cut down. 
Should 1 cut oil' the blooms below the first 
leaf-hud?—R. F. 

[Cut off the old flower-heads down to the 
first stout heads. Winter where the plant 
Is safe from frost, ami when the leaves 
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have fallen keep the soil fairly moist, but 
avoid an excess of water. In winter cut 
out any okl and exhausted wood, but do 
not interfere with the stout shoots termi¬ 
nated by prominent buds. Early in March 
the plant should have doses of liquid 
manure about every ten days.] 

Stephanotis floribunda fruiting. — I 
quite agree with the editorial nole on page 
43,5 with regard to the fruiting of the 
Stephanotis. If allowed to develop, the 
large fruits or seed-pods weaken tlie plant 
considerably. When they are ripe the out¬ 
side of the fruit splits, and it will bo seen 
that the seeds are furnished with silky 
appendages, which enable them to float in 
tlie air. They are very interesting, but, 
ns statod.on the above i»age, the raising of 
seedlings cannot be recommended except 
as an ex]ierimeiit. I once raised a number 
of seedlings, all of which grew away very 
strongly. They covered a considerable 
space before they flowered ; indeed, some 
of them did not reach that stage ns I lost, 
patience and destroyed them. Anyhow, 
there was not one worth keeping, as none 
of them was as satisfactory as a good 
form such as the Elvaston variety, which 
has been propagated by cuttings for 
generations. It will flower well in a com¬ 
paratively small state. The note with re¬ 
gard to its being wintered in a cool green¬ 
house is of especial interest, as the 
Stephanotis is so generally treated ns a 
stove plant. Still, the conditions must 
have been favourable, otherwise the fruits 
would not have set. Such an experience 
will probably lead to its being tried under 
cooler treatment than it usually has.— 
W. T. 

Shaded greenhouses. — We have now 
reached that period of the year when it is 
important that anything in the greenhouse 
which imiK'des light should be cut away. 
This refers more jiarticularly to climbing 
plants about a roof, some of which arc of 
rampant growth and soon smother any¬ 
thing if allowed to go too long without the 
knife being used. To permit such to con¬ 
tinue to ramble results in most cases of 
plants on the stages below becoming drawn 
and weak. Opportunity ought, therefore, 
to he taken of cutting away all superfluous 
shoots of climbers. It is surprising what 
a difference is quickly manifested in a 
house where tlie roof has an annual clear¬ 
ance in this way. Winter-flowering plants, 
such ns Primulas, Cyclamens, Cinerarias, 
etc., which are now about to he removed 
from frames to greenhouse should have a 
good start, and this cannot possibly be 
where gloomy surroundings, consequent on 
heavy foliage on the roqf, impede light. 
Creepers have an advantage in shading 
from the scorching heat of summer, hut in 
these shortening days it is an entirely 
different matter. Now wo should en¬ 
courage the plants growing in the house by 
permitting all the light possible, nnd in 
seeing that tlie glass on the roof is clean 
and free from leaves that may have ad¬ 
hered to it. It is often attention to simple 
details like this that leads to success witli 
many plants that yield cheerful blossoms 
in winter days.— Leahurst. 

Aralia Veitchi from cuttings. — In 
answer to “Kirk’s” inquiry re Aralia 
\ eitehi, 1 came to the conclusion that it 
was not so free-growing on its own roots 
as when grafted. The plants in question 
were a foot high six months after being 
struck. At that time I left Dumbleton 
Hall, so cannot say how they have gone on 
since.—E. Parker. 

Francos ramosa. —Large specimens now 
need careful attention in regard to water¬ 
ing, otherwise the development of tlie 
flower-stems, which are fast pushing up, 
may lie arrested and tue racemes become 
distorted in consequence.—A. W. 


OUTDOOR PLANT& 

HARDY FLOWER NOTES. 
Anthericums. —The value of these for the 
flower garden is great. The pity is that 
A. Liliastrum majus, the finest of the 
family, is not quite so reliable as might be 
desired. It is apt to disappear without 
apparent cause, and I have noticed that 
this usually happens after a very dry sum¬ 
mer. It is one of those tilings that ought 
to he grown in a group of a dozen or score 
of roots, and which should become in the 
course of ,a couple of years so thoroughly 
at home as to obviate the necessity for 
frequent transplanting or perennial re¬ 
newal. I have no doubt that in some soils 
this result is easily obtained, but in mine 
a portion of the plants has died away after 
a season of apparent good health. 1 have 
a light soil to deal with, in which bulbous 
plants generally do well, and I should 
think that it was too porous for this hardy 
plant, only that I have seen it flourishing, 
with no diminution of blooming, from year 
to year in soil verging on sand. I have an 
Idea that it can only be maintained in 
normal vigour in some soils by periodical 
transplanting. Heavy winter rains make 
the soil close and sour in the course of a 
couple of years, the consequenee being that 
the roots cannot work freely in the grow¬ 
ing time. Periodical lifting with a deeply- 
stirred, well-enriched rooting medium is 
the only remedy for loss of vigour. 

Geum Heldreichi Is one of the brightest 
garden flowers we have. It will do very 
well on the level where the soil is not 
heavy, but its right place is among the 
rock plants, where elevation Increases its 
effectiveness. It may also he successfully 
grown on a bank if stones are bedded in 
round to keep the roots cool in summer 
and prevent the soil being washed away 
from the crowns. Although this Geum will 
remain healthy for some years without 
transplanting, it gradually pushes Itself 
upwards, so that the crown and a portion 
of the rootstock are ex]>osed, in which case 
it is apt to suffer during periods of hot, 
dry weather. Top-dressing with leaf- 
mould will do much, hut lifting every other 
year and planting in fresh soil are tlie 
true way to maintain strength and enable 
this dwarf but strikingly liardy plant to 
show its true character. 

O.nosma ai.bo-roseum. —Not the equal 
of its relative the Golden Drop in effective¬ 
ness, and in ni.v experience, .at least, not 
finite so robust, this species has its charms 
and is a good companion. It possesses a 
quiet beauty which would probably appeal 
to those who do not measure the value of a 
hardy plant by the display of colour it 
affords. Apparently it is by no means diffi¬ 
cult to permanently establish, and is sufli- 
eiently hardy to be deemed a reliable rock 
plant. It is evidently one of those plants 
that tlie amateur with limited experience 
in alpine plants may take la hand with a 
good prospect of success. I grow it in 
light loam and leaf-soil, with a little brick 
rubble, and only about a foot above the 
ground-level, but iu a general way I should 
advise that it he given a more elevated 
position, especially in northern districts. 
Thu drooping flowers would also be better 
displayed. 

The double Clammy Lychnis may be 
safely treated ns an ordinary border plant 
where the soil Is fairly light, and is com¬ 
monly regarded as such, but this and the 
typical single-flowered form never appear 
to do themselves justice under such cir¬ 
cumstances. Hi order to bs fully impressed 
with the value of this Lychnis it should 
occupy a position well above tlie level and 
in tlie open where it gets abundance of air 
and sunshine. In intimate association with 
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taller-growing things it lias a rather weary 
appearance, the stems, not so robust ns 
they should he, and the flowers lacking in 
colour and substance. I am of opinion that 
this is one of the finest hardy dwarf- 
habited plants in cultivation. It is not 
only beautiful in iHclf, but can be used to 
create a fine effect. I once had a group of 
about a score of plants grown in the man¬ 
ner above indicated, and the effect of a 
hundred or more trusses of bloom was 
very striking. The stronger the flower- 
spike the more numerous and larger will 
the flowers be. There is one tiling to be 
borne in mind in connection with this 
plant, tlie flowers being large and numer¬ 
ous in proportion to its stature, there is 
liable to be a certain amount of exhaustion 


after blooming. As soon as the flowers 
fade the stems should be cut off, and. 
should the weather be very dry, a good 
soaking of water should be given, other¬ 
wise the crowns are apt to lose strength. 

J. Cornhill. 


AMONG THE HARDY FLOWERS. 
HkMEROCALLIS AURANTIACA MAJOR.— This 
Day Lily gives a good deal of trouble to 
many, owing to its shyness of flowering. 
1 have not found any difficulty so far in 
growing it, the trouble coming in when we 
are hoping to see it flower. My opinion is 
that this Day Lily needs to be well estab¬ 
lished before it will flower with any free¬ 
dom. Some of my friends hold the con¬ 
trary view, and express the belief that it 
should be divided up frequently so as to 
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get it to bloom. It has very big apricot 
flowers, which I have seen almost 5 Inches 
across, and when a plant has a few of 
these open at a time they are most strik¬ 
ing. It would be interesting to know if 
other growers have found the same diffi¬ 
culty. 

Hkuchera brizotdes oracillima. —Un¬ 
like Henchera sanguinea, which I find a 
difficulty in flowering with any freedom, 
this one blooms freely, bearing good spikes 
each about 2 feet long, of graceful rosy- 
crimson flowers. True, these are small com¬ 
pared with the blooms of H. sanguinea, 
but Hie spikes of flower are far more use¬ 
ful for cutting, and can lie utilised in many 
ways in the house. I find it does quite 
well in dry soil, and is a never-failing 


bloomer which one can plant with satisfac¬ 
tion. I divide my plants in the spring. 

Funkia Hieboldi.— So far as I know, 
there are only two varieties, but there may- 
lie others. One, whic-U bus deeper-coloured 
flowers than the others. Is called eomilea, 
blit the one 1 grow is named pallida. The 
large, bluish-grey foliage is very pleasing 
in the border, and it also does well by the 
water-side. To secure the finest foliage 
slight shade is an advantage, and this point 
should lie borne in mind with this and 
other Plantain Lilies. 

Erykgium planum. —Sea Hollies, apatt 
from their worth in the border, are speci¬ 
ally valuable for cutting, and it is much in 
their favour that the flowers dry well and 
stand over the winter when not in water. 
Some of the bigger-flowered species are 
particularly valuable for this purpose, but 


tills need not make us neglect those with 
smaller heads of flowers. Eryngium 
planum is one of those. The flower-heads 
are light blue, rather globular in form, 
and Thistle-like iti their general appear¬ 
ance. The leaves, not so large as those of 
E. alpinuin, are smooth and flat. In my 
garden E. planum is generally close on 
3 feet high. 

September versus later planting. — I 
should like to have the opinion of readers 
who have tried botli September and later 
planting of hardy plants ns to the respec¬ 
tive merits and ileineiils of each. My at¬ 
tention was first drawn to it by going info 
file garden of an experienced amateur 
grower of hardy plants In early Septem¬ 
ber and finding it in a state of dismantle¬ 
ment. Whole borders had been lifted, the 
plants divided, and replanting partially 
effected. The result at the time was most 
disappointing, as all late bloom was prac¬ 
tically extinguished, or at least much de¬ 
stroyed. Such late-flowering plants as the 
Michaelmas Daisies and others were 
siioiled for the season, and the usual 
beauty of the borders no longer in evi¬ 
dence. Next spring I was amazed to see 
how well the plants had done and how 
completely the appearance of the garden 
had been improved. The owner then told 
me that he had a great number of bulbs in 
ids borders, and that the earlier he could 
deal with them the better. l!y moving 
them in early autumn lie hud more satis¬ 
factory results from his other spring 
flowers than if he had delayed until 
October, ns so many do. 

An Amateur ok Hardy Flowers. 


DELPHINIUM MOERHEIMI. 

I have grown many so-called white Lark¬ 
spurs, but none of them can hold a candle 
to this. It is a really good white and 
makes a line contrast to the blue varieties 
of this good old plant. In habit it re¬ 
sembles the well-known D. Ilelladonna. 

P. E. Wallis. 

Old Stone House, East Orinsteacl. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Planting bulbous Irises _September is 

the best month in which to plant these. 
If they are placed in different aspects in 
the garden, and a judieious selection made 
of the best varieties of both the Spanish 
and the English types—the latter is a fort¬ 
night or more later in flow ering than the 
former—a display may be had for about 
six weeks. The best rooting medium for 
both types is a light, rich soil that lias 
been deeply worked. A mistake is often 
made in planting these Irises too thinly. 
A group of a dozen or more bulbs, planted 
at (5 inches apart, produces a much better 
effect than the same number scattered 
thinly along a border. I. (Moripa) 
Pavonia (the Peacock Iris) and I. tuberosa 
(the Snake’s Head Iris) are also desirable 
speeieis. They should be given the same 
treatment as that described above. I. 
reticulata histrioides major is one of the 
best garden species, and should be planted 
in a well-drained position in sandy soil.— 
F. W. G. 

The French Willow (Epilobium angusti- 
folium).—I am no admirer of this plant, 
but during the present season an accidental 
occurrence has shown that it has, after 
all, some slight value. When cleaning 
the hardy borders in late spring, a lad was 
told to pull out a clump of French Willow 
which was not required. Instead of doing 
this, he chopped it over with the hoe, with 
the result that now (August 18th) quite a 
dwarf, neat, little clump is in excellent 
bloom, long after the others, both purple 
and white, are over. The plant is, more 
or less, a nuisance in the garden, but I 
was rather pleased with the dwarf clump 
to which I have referred.—\V. McG. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 


RIDGE CUCUMBERS AND MARROWS. 
Ridge Croi MKKKS gro\\>aiul fruit freely 
in tin 1 open air here, but the fruit is often 
hitter, as if it reverted to some evil 
aneestor—a serious drawback. It is curi¬ 
ous that not all the fruits are so. A variety 
free of this defect, is hard to find. A great 
gain of the Marrows is their freedom from 
any trace of a reversion to evil quality, 
and hence their value ns food in the hands 
of a good cook. Marrows are a source of 
good garden food, not half valued and 
neglected as a winter supply. 

The origin of the Marrow and Cucum¬ 
ber has been of interest to botanists, and 
even the most distinguished have failed to 
throw any light upon it. The most valu¬ 
able are annual plants of easy culture and 
increase. Their existence, in tropical 
countries is so frequent that it is impossi¬ 
ble to say if they are wild or of cultivated 
origin. What is clear to us who grow 
them is their early collapse, showing their 
tropical origin. , Our gratitude should be 
hone, the less for such a source of valuable 
and refreshing fowl more evident in 
warmer lands, as in Southern Eurojie and 
America, where the Melon is grown in the 
ojteu held, than in ours. All the best books 
can tell us is that for thousands of years 
these plants have given an invaluable sup¬ 
ply of food to the human race. W. 


APPLE CATSUP PRESERVES. 

Apple Catsup. —Quarter, pare, and core 
12 sour Apples. Put into a saucepan, 
cover witii water and let simmer until soft. 
Nearly all the water should he evaporated. 
Hub through a sjeve, and add the following 
to oaeli quart of pulp: Olio cup of sugar, 
one tcaspoonful of Cloves, one teaspoonful 
of mustard, two teaspoonfuls of cinnamon, 
and one taldespooiiful of salt, two cups of 
vinegar, and two grated Onions. Bring 
the catsup to a boil and lot simmer gently 
for one hour. Bottle, cork, and seal. 

Apple Conserve. —For each pmiml of 
quartered and pared Apples allow 1 lb. of 
sugar and J pint of water. Boil sugar, 
and water, add Apples, and simmer until 
clear. Take up Apples, lay on plates and 
dry in sun. Roll in sugar and puck in tin 
boxes lined with wax paper. 

Apple chips. —Cut 8 lb. of sweet 
Apples into pieces. Do not pare; add 
4 Hi. of sugar and \ lb. of Canton ginger. 
Add sugar and ginger to the Apples, let 
stand 24 hours, add 4 Lemons, cut into 
small pieces, rejecting seeds. Cook slowly 
3 hours. Put into glasses or jars; cover 
with paraffin. 

Preserved Apples. —Quarter and core 
Apples, fill an earthen crock two-thirds 
full, cover and bake slowly for several 
hours. Seal in airtight jars. When ready 
to use stand the jar in a kettle of water 
and heat. They taste like frcsill.v-baked 
Apples when served with cream and sugar. 
—Helen A, Lynan, in Rural New Yorker. 


POTTED GOUT. 

A Ministry of Food is responsible for issu¬ 
ing this to the puiiers: — 

How TO DRY Fit LIT AND VEGETABLES.— 
Procure sound fruit and vegetables. Wash 
and dry them, prepare according to their 
kind—that is, slice Apples in rings, shred 
Cabbage, slice Carrots and Turnips either 
in rings or shreds, peel and cut Onions in 
rings. The vegetables are best boiled for 
five minutes in slightly salted water, then 
rinsed in cold water, drained, dried on a 
clean cloth, and then spread on trays or 
jiapor-covercd dishes m single layers. 
Treat in a cool oven until shrivelled and 
dry. When cold pack into air-tight tins 
or jars, cover, and store; when wanted, 
soak for some lumnts in cold water, using 
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the same water to cook. French Beans, 
Scarlet Runners, Peas, and Broad Beans 
gather when young and on a dry day and 
wipe well. Reject all imperfect veget¬ 
ables. Have ready clean earthen ware 
crocks. Place in each a layer of dry salt, 
then a layer of vegetables. Continue until 
the crock is full and finish with a good layer 
of salt. Lay a clean cloth over and cover 
with the lid of the crock. Keep in a cool, 
dry cellar. Sand can he used instead of 
the salt, hut the crocks must then be 
buried about 2 foot deep in earth. 

[Why undergo such cost anil care with 
Apples and Cahhage, alien we may have 
holli in a fresh slate all the months wc de¬ 
sire them? 1 have all the Carrots and 
Turnips / want fresh from the garden, 
and even any good market might supply 
them. Plunging good garden food into 
masses of salt is done in ignorance of 
human physiology. —W.j 


ROTES AND REPLIES. 

Sugar Beet. — Perhaps a correspondent, 
through the medium of garden food 
columns, could give a little information as 
to what Is best to be done with Sugar Beet, 
that is, if used in connection with fruit for 
jam-making, tile right jiroportions of Beet, 
fruit and sugar to he used, so that the jam 
is a success. Following suggestions made 
in various pn|>ers early in the year several 
rows are to be seen in the majority of 
cottage gardens mid allotments, ami now 
that the season is fast approaching when 
tlie roots might lie used in the manner 
above noted comes the information that 
such a mixture is a waste of fruit and 
sugar. Anyone who can write with 
authority on the matter would, therefore, 
be conferring a Iieuelit on the growers, as, 
if useless for jam-making, the roots might 
as well help to feed the pig unless they 
could he made fairly palatable as a vege¬ 
table. It seems a pity not to utilise them 
for the kitchen in some form, hut, at the 
same time, folly to spoil other tilings in 
any experiments. Naturally, when grown 
in the small quantities above stated and at 
some distance from any factory any idea 
of utilising them in the manufacture of 
sugar is out of tlie question.—E. It. S., 
Hardwick . 

An extra fine Strawberry. -The Straw¬ 
berry planting season is with us again, 
and those requiring a really tine table 
variety should not overlook Boston's 
Lender. I have grown it for a number of 
years, and no matter what the season is 
like, Leader never fails. It is a most pro¬ 
lific variety, the fruit of wonderful size, 
good colour, and excellent flavour. Our 
soli Is n heavy loam, well cultivated and 
manured; but I also hear excellent re¬ 
ports of this Strawberry from other dis¬ 
tricts. So fur as I can see, it has only one 
fault, and .that it shares with the hulk of 
modern varieties—it is but a short liver. 
It. gives grand crops for two seasons, and 
Mien out it must come, or disappointment 
is certain. It is a very dwarf, hut sturdy, 
grower, anil produces runners in plenty. 
The fruits withstand both rain and 
drought better than most sorts. A really 
desirable Strawberry.—C, Blair. Preston 
House Hardens, Linlithgow, in Carden. 

[This Strawberry at one time was 
highly thought of on account of the size 
and rich colour of the berries, hut tlie soft¬ 
ness of the flesh is against il in that it does 
not travel well.—Eo.] 

Marrow jam.— A paragraph in your issue 
of August 22nd states that tlie Liverixml 
Corporation has been officially informed 
that “ Vegetable Marrows are not fruit 
within tlie meaning of the Sugar (Domes¬ 
tic Preserving) Order, 1017.” May I point 
out that this season has been very favour¬ 


able for Marrows, which, with the addition 
of a little Lemon or ginger, make a most 
excellent jam, and this, either eaten as 
jam or used in puddings, etc., finds great 
favour. The quantity of sugar required is, 

I believe, not great, and in our country 
households Marrow jam is a great, standby 
during tlie winter, and helps tlie housc- 
keoiier to solve the question, “ What pud¬ 
ding shall we have to-day?” Is this food 
to be unused?— Ruiucola in The Times. 

Yellow Tomatoes. —For use In the raw 

state the best of the yellow Tomatoes excel 
in flavour the red ones, yet the yellow 
varieties are seldom grown in private gar¬ 
dens, and by the market grower never, so 
that they do not npjiear in the shops. 
There has in the past been some prejudice 
against them on account of their shy hear¬ 
ing, but now that we have a good selection 
of varieties, such as, for instance. Golden 
Sunrise, yellow Tomatoes should be given 
a trial. Their lack of popularity has, to 
my mind, been fostered by the absurd 
action—or rather lack of action—of market 
growers, few of whom, by any chance, have 
the pluck and enterprise to give the con¬ 
sumer a lead, blit are content to lie just led 
by the nose by him, and if attacked on this 
score reply by making a positive virtue of 
supplying.“ what is asked for,” a phrase 
which a pi tears to embody tlie antediluvian 
programme of most of them.—F. Herbert 
Chapman in Garden. 

Rowanberries —The I terries of autumn 
are heralded by those of the Mountain Ash 
(Pyrus Aucliparia), and they are already 
assuming their ruddy tints, and whore 
birds do not devour them they brighten up 
the landscape for a considerable time. By 
many, Rowanberries are supposed to lie 
poisonous, but this is a mistake, as a most 
delicate jelly may be made from them. 
Although sugar for such purposes is scarce, 
yet the recipe may be given for future use: 
To every quart of berries add one pint 
of water. Boil for thirty minutes, ami 
crush with a wooden spoon, straining 
afterwards through a coarse cloth wrung 
out of hot water. To each pint of juice 
allow 1 lb. of sugar and the juice of a 
Lemon. Boil the jelly, stirring continu¬ 
ally, until a spoonful dropped on a cold 
plate congeals instantly. Pour into 
warmed jars, and store in a cool, dry cup¬ 
board. — A Scottish Gardener. 

Preserving Vegetable Marrows _The 

usual method of preserving Vegetable 
Marrows in New Zealand and Australia is 
to allow the fruits to fully mature and 
ripen. They are then slung in a netted 
string bag and bung from the ceiling. 
Marrows will keep for a long time by this 
means. Pumpkins, however, are gener¬ 
ally placed on the top of a slied or back 
verandah in the open air, and keep well, 
hut tlie climate in England would lie too 
severe to allow of this being done. When 
cut they are brought indoors. Tlie small 
red Pumpkin and the Trombone Pumpkin 
are generally considered the best keepers. 
Monster Pumpkins, as grown for exhibi¬ 
tion and harvest festivals, are awkward to 
manage, ns when once cut they very soon 
start to decay.—II. T. C. 

Colour and flavour in Potatoes _It 

would he interesting to have the opinions 
of readers of Gardening on the question 
of colour in relation to flavour in Potatoes. 
By colour, of course, is meant colour of 
flesh, not of skin. I favour a yellow- 
fleshed Potato, this appearing to me to he 
superior to those which are white-fleshed. 
The latter, no doubt, boil better—that is, 
crack their skins when cooked—and are of 
a white and mealy texture, but they ap¬ 
pear to lack the distinctiveness of flavour 
which to me a yellow-fleshed Potato pos¬ 
sesses. Thus, T would prefer, for example, 
Midlothian Early to Puritan, or King Ed¬ 
ward VII. to almost any other white- 
fleshed Potato, of the same season.— 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

DOUBLE-FLOWERED CHERRIES. 
These are among the most beautiful of 
early summer-flowering trees and shrubs. 
The (lowers, varying from bright red to 
snowy white, are generally produced on 
small spurs, which spring from the sides 
and ends of the two or three-year-old 
branches, and, like all double flowers, last 
longer in perfection than single ones. 

The common double-fi.owereii Cherry 
(Oerasus Avium multiplex).—This, the old 
double flowered Cherry of gardens, forms 
a large tree with a dense, roundish head, 
loaded in May with drooping double white 


The double-flowered Chinese Cherry 
(Cerasus serrulata).—This forms a small 
tree 0 feet or S feet high, with stout 
branches, having but few laterals. The 
leaves are large, pointed, and quite smooth. 
The semi-double flowers, white at flrst, but 
before they fade tinged with pink, come in 
bundles on the two or tliree-year-old 
branches. 

The Japanese Cherry (Cerasus pseudo- 
Cerasus).—In England this is not. often 
seen above 20 feet in height, and it is the 
double-flowered varieties Unit are mostly 
cultivated in tills country. They arc of 
various shades of rosy-white, and are 
known under such names as Cerasus 
Watereri, C. Sieboldi, etc. A variety, C. 


late summer and early autumn. One item 
necessary for their successful growth is a 
sunny position. Another necessary condi¬ 
tion is light, well-drained soil, for any¬ 
thing like a water-logged condition of soil 
about the roots is fatal to success. Propa¬ 
gation is simple, for, in addition lo one or 
two sorts being easily increased from seeds 
rijiened in tlie country, they can all be 
raised from root cuttings. Cuttings are 
best taken in spring, sections 4 inches long 
and as thick as a lead pencil being most 
convenient. Keep them tin; proper way 
up, the end from nearest the tree upper¬ 
most, and i>ot them singly into thumb jwjts 
or plnee them in boxes of light soil in a 
warm greenhouse. As soon as new roots 
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Azalea bank with group of double-flowei ing Cherries. 


flowers. It is known in some parts of 
England ns the double Carone Cherry. 

The Doum.E-i-rowEREn St. Julian Cherry 
(Cerasus Juliana floribus roseis).—This 
forms a tree from 2(1 feet to 20 feet high, 
the branches ascending when young and 
in age hardly spreading; the flowers are 
semi-double, large, and of a pale rose 
colour wli<‘ii fully open, but of a deep red 
or crimson in the bud. 

Double French Ciieuky (Cerasus dura- 
cinu fl.-pl.L—This makes a robust tree 
20 feet or 10 feet high, which in May bears 
festoons of large drooping snow-wliite 
flowers. It is the double form of the 
Bigarreavf Cherry and the Meresier_Renon- 
culier of the Frenel: 
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James II. Veitcta, is an acquisition. The 
plant is fully a fortnight later in flower¬ 
ing than all known forms of this group, 
while the trusses of deep rosy-pink blos¬ 
soms hang in the greatest profusion amid 
the light coppery-tinted foliage. 


SOME HARDY CLEItODENDRONS. 
TnE Clerodendron family is made up of 
numerous shrubs, sub-shrubs, small trees, 
or climbers. Unfortunately, the majority 
are too tender for outdoor culture in this 
country. There are, however, a few which 
may bo grown in many parts of the British 
Isles, where, both by flowers and fruits, 
they help to make the garden gay during 


and shoots are formed give them as light a 
position as possible, eventually placing 
them in a cold frame to harden off before 
planting in fiursery quarters. One or two 
species sucker freely from the roots, and 
such suckers can be removed and used for 
increase. One species, C. fieUdum, usually 
proves most satisfactory if the branches 
are cut down to the ground-line each 
spring, but others do not need regular 
pruning. The available species are as 
follows : — 

C. Farciesi.— This was introduced to 
Europe nineteen years ago, seeds being 
sent from China by the French missionary, 
Father Farges, to M. Maurice do Vilmorin 
in 1898. It was received in England a few 
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years later, and lias proved a valuable 
flowering shrub and quite hardy. Grow¬ 
ing at least 10 feet high, it forms a spread¬ 
ing bush and bears, from the (mints of the 
shoots, in August, good-sized clusters of 
fragrant white flowers which are followed 
by blue fruits. 

C. FCF/nmjM is a native of China and 
less hardy than the last-named: in fact, 
the growths are often killed to the ground- 
line in winter. During summer strong 
shoots 3 feet high are produced, these in 
September being terminated by large heads 
of attractive rosy-red flowers which pos¬ 
sess a curious fragrance. This fragrance 
is pleasant from a short distance, but when 
inhaled directly from the flowers becomes 
less inviting. The leaves emit a disagree¬ 
able odour when crushed. 

C. triohotomi’M, the third outdoor 
species, is a large bush at least 12 feet 
high, native of Japan and China. It forms 
a wide-spreading head, the leaves turning 
purple before they fall. The fragrant 
white flowers are enclosed in red calyces 
which remain until the at first blue and 
then black fruits ripen, adding to the effect 
of the shrub from early August to late Sep¬ 
tember. The heads of flowers are borne 
with great freedom, and usually exceed 
fi Inches in diameter. The chief difference 
between this and C. Fargesi is in C. triclio- 
tomum having a red calyx and the other a 
green calyx. D. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Buddleia variabilis. —Now that increased 
attention is being given to bees, any plants 
to which they are partial are naturally in 
request, and among them the Buddleia 
above mentioned takes a prominent place. 
The two varieties magnifies and Yeitcliiana 
are probably among the most beautiful of 
flowering shrubs, and should find a place in 
all gardens. They may be grown on a wall 
or given a fairly sheltered sunny position 
in the open or on the uprights of a per¬ 
gola. Given good cultivation, the racemes 
of flower are long and heavy, and the 
stems, therefore, require a little tying ill, 
lint only sufficient not to interfere with the 
slightly pendulous character of the raceme. 
The flowers have a peculiarly sweet per¬ 
fume, possibly owing to the amount of 
nectar contained in each tiny blossom. 
These, for their size, have a striking ap¬ 
pearance, especially B. v. Veitchiana. 
Growers who are able to give these Bud- 
dleias a place oil a pergola might put them 
in fairly close proximity to a white 
Clematis of a similar flowering season.— 
E. B. S., Hardwick. 

Pyrus Malus floribunda. — Amongst 
flowering trees this deserves a foremost 
place. It is worthy of note how highly- 
coloured some flowers are compared to 
others. At the close of May I saw in a 
garden in North Hants a striking demon¬ 
stration of this. Two young standards 
that had a drooping habit, in a raised posi¬ 
tion, had bright-red blooms when they 
opened. Near by were bushes with much 
larger blooms, but almost white when 
open. Some people think soil accounts for 
colour, lint it was not so in this case. 
The soil is a sandy loam. I have noticed 
the same thing in strong soils.—J. C. F. C. 

Spiraea discolor _It may he noted that 

this Spiraea, alluded to on page 410, used 
to be known as Spiraea anaetolia, and as 
such is even now frequently met with in 
gardens. The writer of the article alluded 
to above makes no mention of tins.— 
K. R. W. 


“The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds." —A'lc EditUm, 12 th. rei'ised, with drmtripliona 
of all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium 8vo, 15a.: 
post free, lbs. 6d. Of all Booksellers or from the office 
of Gardening Illustrated, G3, Lincoln's Inn Fields. 
London, W.C. J. 

Digitized by Google 


VEGETABLES. 

THE MANURE QUESTION. 
Speaking recently to a farmer on the sub¬ 
ject, he said that manure, like all other 
things in these days, would be more ex- 
Iiensive to the purchaser. In support of 
this, he instanced the high prices obtain¬ 
ing for Oats, Turnips, and feeding-stuffs 
generally, as well as for hay and straw. I 
did not quite follow his reasoning, because, 
being the actual grower of these things, 
their price to him was, of course, prime 
cost only ; and, except for a certain ad¬ 
vance in the price of labour, manure— 
which, after all, is a by-product of the 
farm—should not be artificially advanced 
in price. After a rather animated debate 
in which concessions were made oil both 
sides, a mutual understanding was 
reached, and one satisfactory to both 
parties. The increasing difficulty of ob¬ 
taining farmyard manure is well known, 
and equally so the scarcity and dearness 
of artificial substitutes. Therefore, as 
much use as possible ought to be made of 
the products to be obtained from garden 
refuse, either by claiming or by rotting the 
rubbish which collects throughout the 
season. More use, too, could lie made of 
leaves, although in their case the neces¬ 
sary labour, or, rather, the lack of it, 
would tie ail obstacle. Sea-weed in seaside 
districts might lie more utilised than is 
now the case, either in a green state, or 
when rotted or burned. The ashes ob¬ 
tained by burning Sea-weed are of high 
manurial value, and on some parts of the 
coast it is freely washed up, and costs 
nothing but the labour of collecting and of 
carting. If any timber-felling is being 
done during the ensuing winter, all the 
useless branch-wood, etc., should be 
burned and tile ashes removed under 
cover without delay. This is necessary, 
because the potash which these ashes con¬ 
tain is readily soluble, and if allowed to 
get wet, even once, its value is gone. 
Such ashes are of much use if dug into 
Potato ground. Soot, as is well known, 
forms a very effective manure; but, being 
of a rather burning nature, it, must be used 
judiciously. The parings from the road¬ 
sides in country districts are useful for 
forming the basis of a compound manure : 
but where the roads are now treated with 
tar such parings are of no use whatever— 
indeed, they are dangerous to plant life. 
Some okl and fat gardens might, conceiv¬ 
ably he improved were they to receive a 
dressing of lime instead of manure of any 
kind for a season, and flower beds and 
borders would in many eases be improved 
were a similar course followed. Some, of 
course, are in the happy position of being 
able to procure as much manure ns they 
require; but these ndtes on the value 
of other tilings may he useful to others 
who are not so fortunately placed. 

b. re. 


POTATO NOTES. 

I was much interested in Mr. MeGuflfog’s 
notes on Potatoes, page 434, August 11th. 
lie touches on several points which 
will be of general interest. With 
reference to the rion-eartbing-up of the 
plants, I have grown some Potatoes 
without any earthing-up being done for 
many years, and always lifted a good crop. 
I do not advocate this plan, as I believe 
in earthing-up, and have special reasons 
for the non-moulding-up in my ease. My 
father once levelled a large hedge bank, 
filling up a deep ditch alongside. He 
dropped Potato sets, nearly 3 feet apart, 
all over the surface of the ground, and 
covered each set by placing a spadeful of 
soil on it, so that the plot had the appear¬ 


ance of being covered with tnole hillocks. 
In due time he “soiled” the plants—that 
is, divided out file haulm and placed a 
spadeful of soil in the centre. 1 have often 
heard him say that tlie crop was the 
heaviest he ever saw, that it only took him 
a few minutes to lift a sack of tubers, and 
that there were very few of accepted seed 
size and smaller. No manure was used. 

Immature seed. — I also remember being 
with him when he, In later years, lifted 
one barrowload of Potatoes of an early 
variety. He found the tubers so immature 
that lie decided to leave the others to 
ripen. In due time they were also lifted, 
and all of seed size saved rotted. The 
immature ones were laid out thinly on the 
granary floor, and became almost as green 
as Grass, not one tuber decayed, all bore 
excellent sprouts in the following spring, 
were planted, and yielded a good crop. 
Sir. MeGuffog’s reference to the old man 
and the latter’s opinion will interest many 
growers. Many cultivators pay close 
attention to the “greening” and winter¬ 
ing of the early sorts, but not enough I 
think to the greening of tubers of late 
varieties. I did not myself till recent 
years, and have been well repaid for the 
extra trouble taken. G. G. B. 

[Close on sixty years ayo, my father, one. 
of the old school of gardeners, used to 
always green his seed tatters. The tatters, 
as soon as lifted, were carefullg placed in 
cutting boxes, which were stood in the sun 
alongside the garden paths. The tubers 
were carefully turned every few days until 
the whole surface was quite green. When 
this process was completed the boxes were 
transferred to an empty, frost-proof room, 
where they remained during flic winter 
until the time came round to plant them. 
The varieties so treated were Mona’s Pride, 
an Ashleaf, and Dalmahoy, a favourite 
second early in those days. The late 
variety he used to grow, and known as 
Pink Eye, with yellow flesh, was treated in 
the same way. This Potato, when dug, 
wus of pour quality, but when “pitted” 
was in the spring of exquisite flavour, with 
that mealiness of flesh so favoured by 
many. —T. I’. W.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Diseased Tomatoes _Can you toll me 

the cause of the Tomato plant enclosed 
being marked down the stem, on the fruit., 
and also the leaves? The plants have all 
had the same treatment, but here and 
there a few have gone like the enclosed. 
I have nearly 300 plants. At first I 
thought it might be caused by the plants 
touefiing the wire, but on looking round I 
found one or two entirely clear of wire, but 
marked exactly like the enclosed. I have 
been a Tomato grower for twenty-five 
yeans, but have never had a similar case. 
The soil I use is a mixture of loam, wood 
ashes, sand, and manure. I have fed with 
a weak solution of sulphate of ammonia, 
and also with very weak manure water 
from the farm. —Seiuous. 

I The stem, leaves, and fruit appear to 
us to he infested with the Potato disease 
(Fhytophora iufestans). The best thing 
you can do is to root out all affected plants 
and burn them, and spray the others, after 
taking off all ripe and ripening fruits, witli 
liver of sulphur, which you can obtain of 
any chemist. The quantity to use, if the 
plants are still unaffected, would lie 1 oz. 
to 4 gallons of water. In one gallon of 
the water, which should be made hot, dis¬ 
solve 2 oz. of soft soap. Then add the 
three other gallons and the liver of sul¬ 
phur, and use at once. Apply with a 
spraying syringe. Itwould he as well to wipe 
with a damp cloth, before they are used 
or disposed of, ail fruits which rii>en after 
spraving the plants. Should the disease 
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re-appenr after spraying has been done re- 
peat it two or three times at weekly inter¬ 
vals. Next winter clear out and char the 
sail, disinfect the house with sulphur 
fumes by burning flowers of sulphur in an 
old bucket or similar utensil, thoroughly 
cleanse the woodwork and glass, and lime- 
wash all brickwork. Next season employ 
fresh compost, lie on the alert and spray 
directly the slightest sign of disease be¬ 
comes apparent. The attack may have 
been set up through spores passing in 
through the ventilators from Infested 
Potato to]is, perhaps, in the near vicinity 
of the house. If such is the case do not 
plant Potatoes anywhere near If it can be 
avoided another season.] 


White-fly in Tomato-house _In my 

Tomato-house there is a great number of 
small white-flies. There is a good crop of 
Tomatoes, and a large number ripe. 
Would it he safe to fumigate the house?— 
W. S. 


[Tlie white-fly is a most difficult pest to 
exterminate, as the fumes of nicotine have 
no effect whatever upon it. The best thing 
to do is to gnther all ripe and ripening 
fruits, and then 'spray or syringe the 
plants thoroughly with an insecticide 
three or four evenings in succession. The 
insecticide should be used at the strength 
recommended for Ihe destruction of this 
and other species of aphis.] 


THE WEEK’8 WORK. 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

Ix RI.OOM August 2.Stii. — Dcsmodium pen- 
duliflorum, Magnolia grandiflora, Clematis 
(in variety), Wistarias, Solatium jasmi- 
> miilcs, Ceanollius (in variety), littddleias 
(in variety), Hydrangea panicnlata grandi- 
flora. Jasmines (various), Clerodendron 
tricliotomvm, Indigofera Ocrardiana, 
Aloysia cilriodora (Street-scented Ver¬ 
bena), Rhus (in variety), Spirwa Ait chi- 
soni, Spartium junceum, hardy Fuchsias 
(in variety), Daphne Cncontm, Cistus (in 
variety), Hypericums (in variety), ilyrlus 
Luma, Samhitcus canadensis, Lavatera 
filbia, Calycanthus floridus, Comus cana¬ 
densis, shrubby Veronicas (in variety), 
Olearia Hausli, Cuialpa, bignonioides, 
Escallonias, Ericas (in variety), Rhodo¬ 
dendron ferrugineum, Andromeda poli- 
folia, Tamatix, Anemone japoniva (in 
variety), Romneya Coulteri, Hyacinthus 
candicans, Tritomas (in variety), Thalic- 
trum dipterocarpum, T. lJclavayi, Atont- 
hretias (in variety). Gladiolus (in variety), 
IAliums (in variety). Lobelia cardinalis (in 
variety), Selenium pumitum. Phloxes (in 
variety). Aster Amelias, A. alpinus, An- 
ehusa myosotidiflora, A. italica, Echinops 
(in variety). Hollyhocks, Eryngiums (in 
variety), Gulegas, Erigerons (in variety), 
Vera tram nigrum, Meconopsis (in variety), 
Nigellas, Coreopsis (in variety), Lupins 
(in variety). Street Sultan, Pentstenions 
(in variety), Verbena venosa, CEnotheras 
(in variety), Daturas, Antirrhinums, Sal¬ 
vias (in variety). Calceolaria arnplexicau- 
lis. Tufted Pansies (in variety), Cam¬ 
panulas (in variety). Cyclamen liederw- 
folium, Erodiums (in variety), Funkiu 
subcordata, Lysimaeliias, Astilbcs, Lyth- 
ntm roseiim, Epilobiums, Artemisia lacti- 
flora, Gimicifuga raccmosa, Scnecios (in 
variety). Flowering Rush, Sagittarius, 
Aponogeton, Nymplucas (in variety). 
Yuccas, Verba sc tuns, Hemcrocallis (in 
variety), Agapanthus umbellatus, (teams 
(in variety), Statice (ill variety). Scabious 
I in variety). Tunica Saxifraga. Veronica 
Lyalli, Pratia angulata, P. ilicifolia, Paro- 
chetus communis, Potentillas (in variety), 
Frankenia Itrris, Linarias (in variety), 
Saxifraga Fortunri, Silene Schafta, Plum¬ 
bago Larpentw, Qypsophitas, Oralis flori- 
hunda, Omphalodes. Anthemis tincloria, 
Con rotvulus m auritunieits. 

The week’s work. —Much rain has 
fallen during the past, week. Tha chief 
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work ha,s been the propagation of such 
plants as Pentstenions, Phloxes, Tufted 
Pansies, Veronicas, Lavender, etc. Young 
stock of Lavender should always lie kept 
up, as I find it is best when replanted 
every third or fourth year. Good-sized 
branches cut off and planted deeply will 
root freely, and soon form good flowering 
plants. The wet weather has suited hardy 
Fuchsias, and they are now a mass of 
bloom, the flowers not in the least damaged 
by the heavy rains. Greater use might 
be made of hardy Fuchsias, as they grow 
well in almost any soil, and under ail sorts 
of conditions. Young specimens planted 
in good soil make rapid progress, and 
when once established are best left undis¬ 
turbed. A quantity of well-rotted manure 
and leaf-mould should he forked into the 
soil amongst the roots during the winter 
or early spring. The variety M. Cornelli- 
son is very attractive, the scarlet and 
white flowers being produced in great pro¬ 
fusion. Other good varieties are coccinea, 
mierophvlla, Riccartoni, and Thompsoni. 
These plants are suitable for the mixed 
border and the front of shrubberies. They 
are also very effective in groups by wood¬ 
land walks. The plants may be increased 
by division, bv root cuttings, and by cut¬ 
tings. I find cuttings make the best 
plants. The beautiful Ostrowskia mag- 
nifica may lie propagated at the present 
time by root division. Dig down carefully 
by the side of the plant, and remove the 
soil from the large, fleshy roots, which will 
probably be found growing straight down 

3 feet or more. These may be cut into 
pieces about 3 inches long and planted 

4 inches deep in sandy soil in a sheltered 
sunny position. Place a handlight over 
to throw off rains, removing it in 
November. These pieces of roots will 
make good flowering plants in two years. 
The Ostrowskia is quite hardy, and enjoys 
abundance of water during the winter, at 
which time new roots are being formed. 
Tlie young growths appear above ground 
in early spring. It is then advisable to 
give some slight protection from cutting 
winds. Immediately the flowering is over 
means should be taken to keep tlie roots 
from becoming further moistened by rain. 
Abundance of air and sunlight must ho 
admitted to the soil to give the roots the 
thorough ripening they receive in their 
native habitat. If the roots are subjected 
to heavy rains during this period they 
sometimes rot away. F. TV. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall Gardens, Oundle, Roriliants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Vine borders _The borders in which 

Vines have been planted during the last 
season or two may, if everything is in a 
satisfactory condition, be extended, the 
addition varying from 3 feet to 4 feet in 
width, just as may he necessary. For this 
purpose loam in a fairly fresh condition 
mav he used with advantage, while for the 
building of the outside or retaining wall 
the turves may lie freshly dug. The latter 
will then hold together and the wall prove 
far more durable than if half-decayed 
material has to be employed. Turves in a 
like condition should also be used for plac¬ 
ing over the drainage. Care must be 
taken when adding the new portion to 
bleak down tlie turf wall of the older strip 
of border and join the two well together, 
otherwise there is a liability of a crevice 
appearing between the two through which 
water will escape instead of benefiting the 
border. This kind of work can be under¬ 
taken at any time now when the weather 
is dry. 

Renovation of borders _This, in its rela¬ 

tion to early vineries, can be carried out 
so soon as the leaves on the Vines begin 
to change colour and the wood show signs 
of maturity. If carried out before the 
Vines cast their leaves, and the vinery 
kept fairly close while the work is being 
proceeded with and for a week or ten days 
afterwards, recovery from the shock is 
more rapid than when the leaves are off, 
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while the Vines, as a result, make stronger 
growth the following season. This, of 
course, refers to Vines which, although 
the root system may have got out of order, 
are worth retaining. Vines which have 
got into a debilitated condition, both as re¬ 
gards the roots and top growth, are best 
rooted out, and, after making a new 
border on the piecemeal system, planting 
new ones. The usual precautions in the 
way of preventing the roots from getting 
dry and suffering through lieing out of the 
soil must be taken, also shading the roof 
and syringing the Vines two or three times 
a day while the work is in hand. 

Pot Vines. —These may now be moved 
outdoors to finish off, placing them against 
a wall or hedge in full sun and to which 
the canes can l>e attached. Place a board 
in front of the pots to prevent the soil 
drying out quickly and necessitating the 
frequent application of water. 

Ripe Grapes. —Houses in which ripe 
fruit is hanging require full ventilation, 
and in the case of black varieties a little 
shade in case they lose colour. A thin 
shade of whitewash containing size or 
made with buttermilk answers very well, 
or thin tiffany may bo drawn over tile por¬ 
tion of the roof where the Grapes are hang¬ 
ing in bright weather. The ventilators 
must be securely covered with the same 
kind of material if wasps put in an ap¬ 
pearance, this being far I letter than using 
traps to capture them. The borders must 
not be neglected, and apply water when¬ 
ever it is required. Non-observance of 
this detail will quickly bring about shrivel¬ 
ling of the berries. Keep lateral growth 
in check by looking over the Vines every 
week or ten days. Where there is a large 
demand for Vine leaves with which to dish 
up dessert, this serves to keep lateral 
growths within due limits. 

Late Grapes. —The weather has not been 
favourable of late for the colouring of 
these, especially Muscats, and where it 
can be afforded has necessitated the em¬ 
ployment of fire heat to make up both for 
lack of sunshine and deficiency of natural 
heat usually experienced at this time of 
year at night as well as by day. With 
the pipes fairly hot, ventilation can he 
properly regulated night and day, and 
colouring proceeds unchecked. Keep 
lateral growths regularly stopped, except 
on white Muscats, where they may he 
allowed a little more latitude, particu¬ 
larly if the premier leaves are not very 
robust or if they suffered in any way from 
sun-scorch or insect attacks. Give every 
attention to the watering of inside borders, 
and damp down in accordance with weather 
conditions, as moisture must not 011 any 
account he allowed to condense on the 
berries. 

Tomatoes. —The plants intended for 
winter fruiting should now be shifted into 
their fruiting pots, using a compost of 
good turfy loam with a liberal quantity of 
wood ashes and a little bone-meal added. 
The pots should be 10 inches to 12 inches 
in diameter and be only two-thirds or 
three parts filled now to allow of additions 
hereafter in the shape of top-dressings. 
These plants should ho trained on tlie 
single-stem or cordon principle, a good 
place in which to grow them being a span- 
loofed house in which a crop of Melons has 
been grown. 

Outdoor Tomatoes.— These have done 
well, and set a great quantity of fruit. 
Sunshine and an abundance of it are now 
required both to swell up and ripen the 
fruits. They should, therefore, be ex¬ 
posed as much as possible bv either turn¬ 
ing on one side or partly sliortpning the 
leaves. All growths should be kept cut 
away or pinched out. Excellent crops are 
to lie seen on all allotments this season, 
and the method of cultivation adopted by 
the majority of the holders leaves nothing 
to he desired. 


Fruit gathering _The gathering of 

choice wall fruit must now receive atten¬ 
tion. Apricots, Peaches, and Nectarines 
should be looked over lail.v, when all fruits 
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which when tried yield to a gentle pressure 
when grasped by tho hand should Ixi 
placed in single layers at the bottom of 
baskets lined with cotton or wood wool and 
tissue paper, and be transferred to the 
fruit-room shelves, which should bo 
covered in a similar manner to prevent 
tbe fruit becoming marked. For bottling, 
the fruits should not be quite ripe. Choice 
dessert Plums should be similarly treated. 
These fruits, too, where required for 
bottling, should not lie too ripe, or, in 
other words, the flesh should lie but barely 
soft. As the trees—especially Peach and 
Nectarine trees—in the foregoing eases 
arc cleared of fruit give them a cleansing 
with an insecticide, and afterwards wash 
with clean water for as long as may be 
necessary. 

Figs. —-As the fruits will soon be ripen¬ 
ing, measures must be taken to secure 
them from the attention of birds, parti¬ 
cularly blackbirds. The best way is to 
net the trees over and peg the nets down 
securely to the ground. A few bottles 
filled with something sweet to attract will 
serve to keep wasps and Hies from attack¬ 
ing them. The alternative is to enclose 
the fruits in muslin bags. Partly-formed 
fruits, of which there is not the remotest 
prospect of their ever becoming mature, 
should he pulled off. Many leave them, 
under the impression that they will ripen 
the following season, whereas they do but 
fall off and cause disappointment, oven if 
they survive tho winter. If the crop 
about to ripen is a good one, liquid manure 
will prove helpful in enabling the indivi¬ 
dual fruits to sw’pll to a good size. A 
mulch will answer the same purpose, as its 
virtues can be washed down by repeated 
applications of water. 

Chrysanthemums. —These require look¬ 
ing over every few days for the purpose of 
removing surplus growths other than 
three at the top of the plants, which are 
to carry that number of blooms, and keep¬ 
ing them tied in, otherwise rough winds 
may snap them off. Push plants also re¬ 
quire to be tied in as growth advances 
and for tbe same reason. Green-fly in the 
points of tbe shoots lias been troublesome, 
but a syringing with XL-A11 insecticide has 
cleared them off. Watering and feeding 
have now to he vigilantly attended to, as 
the soil, being so crammed with roots, dries 
very quickly. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Early Vines. —The laterals of early- 
forced Vines being now well ripened, their 
shortening should bo commenced. lie- 
move about one-third of each shoot and 
all sublaterals from the remaining parts, 
hut, in doing this, carefully preserve the 
principal leaves. This pruning will admit 
an increased amount of light to ripen the 
wood, and by concentrating the sap will 
assist the buds that are to produce fruit 
next season. Keep the borders thoroughly 
moist, and until the leaves wither liquid 
manure may be applied with benefit. If 
thrips or red-spider are present on the 
Vines wash them thoroughly with soluble 
paraffin insecticide, repeating the opera¬ 
tion at intervals. Apply it thoroughly to 
every part of the Vine with a syringe, 
working it well into the crevices about the 
spurs. 

Apples and Pears. —The gathering of 
these will now require daily attention. 
Dry days must always be chosen for the 
gathering of all kinds of fruit, and when 
taken in they should be carefully sorted, 
otherwise imperfect and bruised samples, 
which will not keep, will soon rot and de¬ 
stroy many of the good ones. Many of 
our finest fruits have been badly bruised 
by bail storms. Dessert varieties of 

Plums should also bo examined at short 
intervals, as, unless these fruits are pro¬ 
tected from birds and wasps, the best ones 
will bo destroyed. 

Autumn-fruiting Raspberries will soon 
be ripening, and in the case of plants glow¬ 
ing in light, poor soils, applications of 
liquid manure will greatly assist the swell- 

Google 


ing of the berries. Protect from birds, 
and remove any growths that are not re¬ 
quired, so that, those that remain may re¬ 
ceive the full benefit of the sunshine. 
Summer-fruiting varieties have had all the 
old canes cut away, also several of the 
weaker new ones, tying those selected for 
next year’s fruiting to the trellis. These 
also will be benefited by liberal doses of 
liquid manure. All mulching should be 
removed from fruit-trees this month. 
Lightly fork up the surface soil, more 
especially ground near wall trees that has 
become hard by treading. 

Perpetual-flowering Carnations grown 
for flowering in winter will now be 
housed. The inside of the house is 
thoroughly washed before moving in the 
plants, which are arranged thinly on the 
stages, ami the house fumigated at the 
first opportunity to destroy any fly that 
may be on the plants. Tying and disbud¬ 
ding must be attended to, tbe latter being 
essential if tbe finest blooms are desired. 
If after housing, hot weather is experi¬ 
enced the blinds will be used for an liour 
or two in tho day and the plants given a 
slight spraying with the syringe late in the 
afternoon. 

Cinerarias. —The early batch is now 
ready for transference to their final pots— 
6-inch size—and must be attended to be¬ 
fore the plants get root-lmund. The com¬ 
post should consist of three parts good 
fibrous loam and one part leaf-mould, 
coarse sand, and decayed cow-manure in 
equal parts. To each barrow load of this 
compost a 6-inch potful of fine bones and 
soot should Ire added. Pot firmly and re¬ 
place the plants in the cold frame in a 
cool, shady position. A little soot should 
ho sprinkled over the ashes in the frame 
under the pots to destroy any slugs which 
may be present. Examine the foliage fre¬ 
quently, and if any signs of maggots are 
found tlie pest should be searched for and 
destroyed, removing and burning any 
badly-infested leaves. A good preventive 
of this pest is to syringe tbe plants late 
in the afternoon with weak soot-water, 
thoroughly wetting the under part of the 
foliage. Ventilation should be gradually 
increased as the plants develop, and, 
finally, if tbe weather is warm enough, the 
lights may be left off during tlie night. 
As soon as frost is imminent tbe plants 
should be removed to a cold house or 
slightly heated frame; but they should bo 
kept as cool as possible, and artificial heat 
should not he used until absolutely neces¬ 
sary. 

Brussels Sprouts. —A few of tho old 

leaves at the base of the plants have been 
taken off from the early plantation to allow 
a free circulation of air and light among 
the plants. This is necessary, particu¬ 
larly where much growth has been made 
and the loaves are closo together. If not 
done, the young sprouts become drawn 
and loose. 

Cabbage. —The principal batch of Cab¬ 
bages, which are intended to furnish a 
supply in spring, should he planted without 
further delay oil land which has been 
heavily manured and deeply worked. For 
many years past I have grown tile prin¬ 
cipal batch of .spring Cabbages on a site 
previously occupied by Onions, and the re¬ 
sults have been excellent. The surface of 
the ground should he broken down finely, 
and a good dusting of soot ;md wood ashes 
applied. Allow a distance of 18 inches to 
2 feet between the rows, varying this ac¬ 
cording to the variety, and 1 foot from 
plant to plant. Every alternate Cabbage 
can then he cut when quite young. As a 
preventive of slugs place a small portion 
of finely-sifted cinder ashes round each 
plant after the plants have been watered 
and made very firm at the roots. It is an 
excellent plan to put a small number of 
the largest plants on a south border. 
These will generally prove valuable for 
cutting very early, as compared with those 
on the principal break; but such plants 
must be of a reliable variety which is not 
addicted to bolting. Harbinger and 
Ellam’s Early have never failed me. 


Cauliflowers. —The sowing of Cauli¬ 
flowers during September, and wintering 
the plants in cold frames are not nearly so 
much practised now as formerly, owing to 
the number of new varieties that may he 
raised ill heat during the early spring and 
quickly forced. The results from autumn- 
sown plants are infinitely better than from 
those raised in the spring. For this 
reason I make two sowings—one about 
Septemlier 1st and another towards the 
middle of the month in a cold frame. Both 
sowings should be made thinly in shallow 
drills and in poor soil. As soon as the 
seedlings are large enough, they should he 
transplanted to cold frames. They should 
not lie set deeply, but should be planted 
in sufficient sou of not too rich a nature. 
The chief aim is to procure sturdy plants; 
therefore, whenever possible, the fullest 
amount of air should lie given, even ill 
the winter. I grow Early London and 
Walcheren. The weather has suited Cauli¬ 
flowers, and I am cutting heads which are 
first-rate in every respect. Examine the 
plants frequently, and bend the foliage 
over the fiowers. 

Potatoes. —Seldom have I known the 
Potato crop look more, promising than it 
does in this district. Disease, so far, has 
not affected it seriously, but no time 
should be lost in lifting the tubers, for, 
should cold, showery weather set in, a 
large percentage of the toilers may become 
diseased. If possible, choose fine weather 
for the work, and. where tile facilities 
exist, place the tubers in sheds. Then 
after a week or two, sort them prior to 
placing them in the clamp. I sprinkle 
freshly-slaked lime over them as they are 
put in the clamps, as this dries up any 
affected tubers which may have been over¬ 
looked, acting as a general sweetener, and 
improves the flavour. F. \V. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Primulas. —In the course of the week 
Primulas intended for winter flowering 
wore looked over. Most of these arc dur¬ 
ing the present season planted out in a 
prepared bed in cold frames, in which they 
seem to thrive better than when grown in 
pots. At all events, it seems that the cool 
root-run is suiting them, and, the practice 
having been followed before, no misgivings 
are felt that the plants will suffer when 
lifted and transferred to pots later in the 
season. Meantime, the blooms are being 
kept closely picked from P. sinensis, P. 
obeoniea, P. vertieillata, and P. kewensis. 
P. malacoides for spring flowering lias been 
pricked off. No regular sowing of seed 
has ljeen made for some years past, it 
being sufficient to place under a stage a 
ilant or two as they go out of bloom, and 
arge quantities of seedlings make their 
appearance in due course, of which the 
needful number is selected from tbe most 
robust of the young plants. 

Cinerarias and Cyclamens, plunged to 
the rims of the pots in an ash bed in cold 
frames, require careful watering. After 
hot, sunny days a gentle dewing of tho 
foliage with the syringe or through a fine 
rose is beneficial. 

Salvias and Eupatoriums. — If small 
plants tie required for spring blooming, 
cuttings taken now will readily root in the 
propagating case. If when rooted these 
are potted on as becomes needful they will 
make useful stuff in 5-inch and 6-inch jiots. 
For this purpose S. splendens grandiflora 
and S. rutilans are specially adapted, and 
Eupatorium Purpusi montieola is equally 
good. These may tie pinched once—after 
they are established in their flowering pots 
—in ol der to make the plants bushy. 

Bulbs. —There will not be many bulbs 
forced'during the present season ; but those 
who may have secured any Homan Hya¬ 
cinths ought not to delay potting them. 
If this is done now, these will bloom with¬ 
out artificial beat, or, rather, without 
more heat than a cool greenhouse affords, 
early in November. Bulbs so treated used 
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iu former years to be light for the Chrys¬ 
anthemum shows in the first or second 
week of November. The same practice 
may be followed with Paper White Nar¬ 
cissi and with the Van Tliol Tulips, both 
of which are more procurable than Roman 
or other Hyacinths. 

Wall fruit. —The needful nets are being 
got into position well in advance of the 
ripening of the fruit. When birds do not 
get admission Wore the fruit is lipo they 
are never, 1 think, so apt to find ingress 
after the nets arc put on. Some excellent 
rains, which have not only freshened up 
the foliage, hut have been also of much 
benefit to the roots, have fallen. Mulch¬ 
ings were shaken up on Peach and Nec¬ 
tarine trees, and may now at any time he 
renewed. 

Hardy-flower borders _In view of the 

gales which are here experienced, as a rule, 
about the time of the equinox, a look round 
was given to all the plants, and those of 
taller habit were made safe, against rough 
winds. This tying is done as loosely as is 
commensurate with security, as, in the 
case of Michaelmas Daisies especially, 
nothing looks worse than to see plants 
tied into the shape of a Birch broom. 

Dahlias now begin to make a bright 
show. A favourite here is the old Glare 
of the Garden, the vivid scarlet blossoms 
of this variety well meriting the name. 
Most of the Dahlias were this year planted 
in a dormant state, but they have made 
fine massive plants, which, with a little 
thinning, are not inferior to those ordin¬ 
arily grown from cuttings, although, per¬ 
haps, individual blooms arp not so large 
as is the case when young plants are em¬ 
ployed. 

Stove.—It now becomes necessary to 
afford a little fire heat at night, and at 
present this can be done at a small expen¬ 
diture of fuel by starting the fire about 
8 p.m. It is better now, I think, to keep 
the fire damped down during the day than 
to allow it to go out, for when the latter 
practice is followed the water gets cold 
before night and has all to be reheated, 
while when damping down is done the 
smouldering fire keeps, at any rate, a small 
amount of heat in the boiler. Plenty of 
rain water being again available, syringing 
has been restarted. Thermometer now 
may read 68 dogs, to 70 degs. at 10 p.m. 
and 65 degs. in the early morning. 

Parsley in cold frames _Owing to the 

success of the Carrot crop for once in a 
way, it has not been necessary to begin 
the frame culture of these roots as yet, 
and the lights usually occupied by them 
being vacant, a bed has been prepared for 
Parsley. A small bed in the open which 
was recently seeded will provide the neces¬ 
sary plants, and these will he transplanted 
at an early date. The sashes will he put 
on for a few days, and kept shaded until 
the roots take hold, after which they will 
lie freely exposed as long as possible, ex¬ 
cept during very heavy rains. 

Pansies. —Where seeds were sown as ad¬ 
vised a few weeks ago, the seedlings will 
now be ready to place in their winter 
quarters. They are quite hardy, and much 
better out-of-doors, but a sheltered posi¬ 
tion ought to ho allotted to them. The 
young plants will winter more satisfac¬ 
torily if the soil is made quite firm for 
their reception. Cuttings, on the other 
hand, aro best wintered in a cold frame. 
Selections from the host varieties may now 
1«> taken and inserted thickly in soil of a 
rather sandy nature. 

Tufted Pansies. —Many growers of these 
)lants are, I think, in much too great a 
lurry to get in their cuttings. Those put 
iu round about mid-September will be quite 
early enough, and will make better plants 
than those from cuttings put in earlier. 
In order, therefore, to have plenty of the 
right kind of cuttings at the required 
time, a few plants of each variety ought 
now to be cut over. If a sprinkling of 
sandy soil he put ovet-klie.se pmntsdthe re¬ 
sult!,,, shoots—mn^y ,u db bo 


nicely rooted when required. Wintering 
in cold frames is general, hut not abso¬ 
lutely needful. The best grower of Tufted 
Pansies of my acquaintance, who is (or, 
rather, used to be before the war) a most 
successful exhibitor at important shows, 
winters his cuttings in closely planted lines 
in the open at the base of a Thorn hedge. 

Spinach. —A last sowing of Prickly 
Spinach lias been made, and at the same 
time ono of Spinach Beet. The latter may 
lie relied upon to endure the winter should 
the true Spinach fail, and will afford pick¬ 
ings during early winter and again in 
spring. Spinach Beet must l>e well 
thinned when the seedlings will bear 
handling. W. McGufi'Og. 

llatmae Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

August 28th, 1017. 

Though this meeting was of no consider¬ 
able extent, there were not a little variety 
and much that was- interesting. Bottled 
fruits, for example, have never been more 
generously shown, while freshly-gathered 
fruits—Apples, more particularly—were 
shown in splendid condition. For the 
rest, the great tank of Roses from Twy- 
ford, Ferns from Edmonton, and Dahlias 
and Orchids from many sources afforded 
both variety and beauty. 

HARDY FLOWERS. 

These were In the minority, an un¬ 
usual circumstance at this season. Mr. 
II. Close, Orpington, had Asters in 
variety, early perennial sorts—acris and 
Amellus—also a display of the annual 
(China) varieties. Mr. Charles Turner 
contributed a series of seedling Iinipho- 
fias, all unnamed so far. One, of well- 
defined scarlet and gold colour, was most 
attractive. Many varieties of Hibiscus 
syriacus, single and double, were also 
shown. Lady Stanley (pink). Bleu (>- 
leste, cu-ruleus plenus, and Rubis (single) 
were the more distinct. A mass of CJero- 
dendrou Rungei (brilliant in colour) was 
most effective. In the group from Mr. G. 
Iteuthe there was much of interest, the 
new Chinese Gnultheria Veitchi (with 
blue fruits in clusters), Loniccra tibetica 
(whose clusters of pink flowers are not un¬ 
like those of some Daphnes), Clethrn alni- 
folia (white, sweet-scented), Daphne Vor- 
lotti (pin’-), Berberis Sargentie (with 
long, ivory-white spines), and the several 
new varieties of Erica cinerea (alba, 
carnea, atrorubens, and atropurpurea) 
were among choice shrubs, with Dlapen- 
sia lapponlca and Gentiana Pneumon- 
alithe alba among rarer alpines. l’ote- 
rlum obtusnm, Viola iiedata, and I’ar- 
nassda curolininna were also of note. 

ROSES. 

Mr. Elisha Hicks arranged a big bank 
of these in some of the best sorts, 
Charles E. Shea, the lovely and fragrant 
pink-flowered Mrs. George Norwood, 
Climbing Hillingdon (of rich orange), 
Constance (rich golden), the old Victor 
Hugo (liest of fragrant Roses), Duchess of 
Wellington, Grange Ooloinlie, Red Letter 
Day, and the beautiful flesh-pink Ophelia 
were among the more prominent. The 
new Mrs. Elisha Ilicks (blush and very 
fragrant) was also noted. All were set 
up in large stands. From Romford the 
Rev. J. II. l’eniberton brought many 
Cluster Roses of his own raising, includ¬ 
ing Thistle (orange and yellow). Moon¬ 
light, Pax, Daybreak, Pauline, and 
others. Buds and blossoms produced a 
very pretty effect. 

DAHLIAS. 

Some eight or so new Dahlias (a com¬ 
plete list of which will bo found in our 
advertisement pages) received awards. 
The only group staged was that from 


Messrs. J. Cheal and Sous. Of a repre¬ 
sentative character, it comprised Star, 
Collarette, Cactus, and Decorative sorts 
in considerable variety. 

GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 

The flowering plant which attracted 
must largely, and was obviously new lo 
some gardeners, was the old Eustoma 
(Lisiantlius) Russelllanum, a group of 
which in excellent condition was staged 
by Mr. C. .). Ellis, Weston-sui>er-Maro. 
The large violet-purple flowers are borne 
in terminal clusters of a dozen or more, 
the plant remaining a long time in bloom. 
With it was the new E. Elllsl (pink 
flowered, with crimson base), which gained 
an Award of Merit. Ferns in consider¬ 
able variety came from Messrs. II. B. 
May and Soils, among them tbe best of 
the newer Nephrolepis, as gracillima, 
Wliitmanni, VV. compacts, Marshall] com- 
IKiota, and others. Davallia nobilis and D. 
fijieusis robusta (both of the climbing 
set), with Polypodium May! and I*, glau- 
eum crlspum, were other notables. In 
addition were many varieties of Veronica 
speciosa, Mont Blanc, Coquette (blue), 
Valeria (rich indigo-blue), Pearl (ear- 
mine), and Gabriele (rosy-pink) being 
some of the best. 

ORCHIDS. 

Tlic handsomest Orchid novelty was 
ItrassoCattleya Lady Veltch, the large, 
iwjioslng, and well proportioned flower 
being much admired. The whole flower is 
white, suffused pink, snve for the frilled 
lip, which is shaded with gold at the base. 
It gained a First-class Certificate. 
Liclio - Cattlcyn Cauhamiana Golden 
Fleece, from Messrs. Armstrong and 
Brown, was another good novelty, the 
petals coloured gold, the lip gold and 
purple (Award of Merit). L.-C. L. C. 
Woodhauis (pink, dark lip), Cattleya 
Saturn alba, C. Oltesiana alba, and C. 
Iris in variety were also noted in this 
group. Mr. J. E. Shill had Cattleyas 
Astron and Capelin (both pure white), 
and Liclio - Cattleya Golden Queen. 
Messrs. Sander and Sons showed Erin 
floribtindn, Cattleya Thurgoodiann, and 
Ladio-Cuttleya Ixmgueval (a very dark 
variety). In Messrs. Chnrlesworth’s 
group were luclio-Cnttleyas Appnm and 
Britannia Regina, Oaftleyn nitron, G. Gas- 
kelliana allia, C. Miquelito, and the new 
C. Mrs. Bitt, Clinrlesworth’s variety (of 
ruby-red colour, witli gold markings on 
lip), which gained an Award of Merit. 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLES. 

The collection of bottled fruits and 
vegetables for which Mr. Vincent Banks 
received a Gold Medal was probably the 
most comprehensive ever staged at one of 
these meetings. Some .'too s]ieciiuons were 
staged in about ISO varieties, among them 
a few which had been in (Kittle several 
years. For instance, young Potatoes 
(ItlH), yellow Peaches (1012), skinned 
Pouches (lOl.'i), Asparagus (1911). yellow 
Plums (1915i), Broad Beans (1910) ap- 
IK-arcd equal to the freslily-bottled ex¬ 
amples. Of the vegetables so long in 
bottle we cannot sjiouk ; while of fruits 
our exjierlenee is that long-kept examples 
lose distinctly ill flavour. This notwith¬ 
standing. the value of l*>ttling in a g<x>d 
fruit year like the present is obvious 
even in normal times, while it should be 
made much of to-day owing to existing 
conditions. Oven-dried Apples. Cherries, 
Black Currants, Peas, and much besides 
were also shown, the two last retaining 
their original flavour to a very remark¬ 
able extent. Figs grown in the open air 
at Cliertsey wei;e sjbowui b.v Sir Albert 
Rollit, the fruits particularly line. A 
collection of forty baskets of fruit, mostly 
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Apples, staged by Messrs. S. Spooner nml 
Sons, received a Silver Knightian Medal. 
The whole was in splendid condition, the 
degree of colouring, despite the wet and 
a long sunless time, being quite remark¬ 
able. Of the early dessert sorts now in 
season, Langley Pippin, Bed Qunrronden, 
Worcester l’ea ruin in, Buddy, Lady Slide- 
ley, William’s Favourite, and Duchess of 
Oloueester were the best. The Queen, 
Stirling Castle, laird Suffleld. Bed Vic¬ 
toria, Frogmore Prolific, Norfolk Beauty, 
Potts’ Seedling (very fine), Alexander, and 
Duchess of Oldenberg (shapely and beau¬ 
tiful) were noteworthy among cooking 
sorts. From Messrs. Laxton Brothers, 
Bedford, came several new cross-bred 
fruits—Apples and Plums. Plum Utility 
(Jefferson x Peach) gained an Award of 
Merit. Oval in shape, dark-skinned, and 
green-fleshed, it has a most luscious 
flavour. Plum Laxton’s Gage (Green 
Gage x Victoria) is of the shape and 
colour of the Green Gage with not a little 
Gage flavour. The fruits were, however, 
not sufficiently advanced to determine 
their true worth. Apple Duchess of Bed¬ 
ford (Cellini Pippin x Beauty of Bath) is 
of considerable promise among early: 
dessert sorts. Mature examples in con¬ 
siderable quantity of the new hybrid 
Vegetable Marrow, Rotherside Orange, 
were shown by the raiser, Mr. F. Herbert 
dial Mia n. Rye. Apparently a cross be¬ 
tween Pen-y-hyd and the Custard, it is 
distinct from either, and practically round 
In sliaiie. 

A complete list of the plants certificated 
and medals awarded will be found in our 
advertisement pages. 

LAW AND CUSTOM. 


SEED POTATO PRICES. 

Ar Row Street, before Mr. Garrett, Messrs. 
Barr and Sons, seedsmen, King Street, 
Covent Garden, were charged on twelve 
summonses for having on various dates in 
March, April, and May, in contravention 
of the Seed Potatoes Order, 1917, sold seed 
Potatoes by retail at prices in excess of the 
maximum price of fid. per lh. The first 
summons related ton sale of ltd*, of “Early 
Rose” for (is., while the other eleven sum¬ 
monses were in respect of sales of parcels 
of “ Dalliousie’-’ seed Potatoes at the rate 
of 7 lb. for 2s. Del., 14 lb. for 5s. (id., 2S lb. 
for 11s., or 5(1 lb. for 21s. The proceedings 
had been instituted by tlie Commissioner 
of Police at the request of the Food Con¬ 
troller. Mr. Mnskett, who supported the 
summonses, said that there lmd been 193 
transactions, representing 4,554 lb. weight 
of seed Potatoes, which at the prices 
charged realised £S5 odd, whereas at fid. 
per 11>. they would have yielded only about 
£5li. Messrs. Barr appeared to have acted 
on tlie view that the sales were covered by 
a concession granted to them in common 
with other firms by the Food Controller 
authorising them to sell, notwithstanding 
tlie Order, any kind of selected seed Pota¬ 
toes at any price which did not exceed tlie 
maximum quoted in their catalogue. That 
interpretation was entirely repudiated by 
the Food Controller. Mr. Travers Hum¬ 
phreys, for tlie defence, pointed out that, 
although “ Early Rose ” and “ Dalliousie ” 
di<l not apiiear in Messrs. Barr’s catalogue, 


they were substantially equal to, and took 
the place of. other varieties which did ap¬ 
iiear in tlie catalogue at prices as high as, 
or higher than, those which had been 
charged for “Early Rose” and “llal- 
li.uisie.” The latter were supplied because 
the others had become unobtainable. Mr. 
Garrett said there had clearly been a 
breach of I lie Seed Potatoes Order and of 
the licence granted by the Food Controller, 
but there was no ground whatever for sup¬ 
posing that the de/tmBayits lmd 
Digitized b 
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the deliberate intention of fixing the prices 
with a view to obtaining unfair profits. 
II<* ordered them to pay fines amounting to 
£15 and £10 10s. costs. ■ 

In reference lo the above ease, Mr. G. Id. 
Barr writes us as follows :— 

As I was mainly resiwnsihle for the 
.seed trade obtaining a s[ieeial licence 
to sell their selected hand-picked seed 
Potatoes at higher prices than green¬ 
grocers, 1 think you may like to have 
a brief statement from me. 

In ease you may not have seen the 
licence on which I have been fined, 

I enclose you a copy, together with a 
copy of tlie original application uiwu 
which the licence was granted, as it 
was thought, that the application has a 
considerable bearing on the construc- 
tiou of the licence. After I had estab¬ 
lished to tlie satisfaction of the 
Board of Agriculture the right of 
bond fide seedsmen to tie treated dif¬ 
ferently to greengrocers, I was in¬ 
vited to call at the Department of the 
Food Controller to see Mr. Dennis, 
where we discussed the issuing of 
licences to seedsmen. I was asked 
by Mr. Dennis how tlie Department 
could determine who were entitled to 
licences, when I replied: “ By the 
publication of catalogues by recog¬ 
nised seedsmen, as it was tlie prac¬ 
tice of such to publish catalogues, 
and as the catalogues were invariably 
issued in December or January, their 
production with the application for 
licence would be a guarantee that 
they were bond fide seedsmen and 
that the prices contained therein for 
selected hand-picked seed Potatoes 
were not fixed at an unreasonable 
figure.” My suggestion was adopted, 
ami the horticultural papers were I 
, believe duly informed that seedsmen 
must supply a copy of their catalogue 
With tlie application for a licence. 

My solicitor, after (he trial, con¬ 
gratulated me on the complete vin¬ 
dication by tlie magistrate of bath 
my own iiersonal honour and that of 
the firm of which I am a member, 
which, after all, was what the firm 
and myself were principally con¬ 
cerned in. The magistrate stated 
there was in his opinion no justifica¬ 
tion for tlie suggestion that the firm 
or myself had attempted to “ pro¬ 
fiteer ” at the expense of the public. 


[Copy. ] 

March 19th, 1917. 

The Secretary, 

Ministry of Food Control. 

Grosvenor House, VV. 

Sir,—W e hog to make application 
to you for licence to sell hand-picked 
seed Potatoes at our catalogue prices 
up to May .‘list, and enclose copy of 
our catalogue herewith.—Tour obedi¬ 
ent servants. 


[Copy.] 

Ministry of Food, 

Grosvenor House, W. 1, 
March 21st, 1917. 

Gentlemen, —In reply to your letter 
of the 19th Inst., I am directed by the 
Food Controller to authorise you to 
sell selected seed Potatoes at prices 
not exceeding those quoted in the cata¬ 
logue aecomiianying your applica¬ 
tion. This authority, which will re¬ 
main in force until May filst next, 
unless cancelled prior lo that date, is 
subject to the condition that not more 
than 50 lb. of seed Potatoes of any 
given variety shall bo sold to any one 
person. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Questions. — Queries and answers are in¬ 
serted in Gardening free of charge if corre¬ 
spondents follow these rules: All communications 
should he clearly written on one side of the papier 
only, and addressed lothe Editor o/Gardeninu, 
63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, IK. G. 2. 
Letters oil business should be sent to the Pub- 
I.1SHER. The name ami address of the sender 
are required in addition lo any designation he 
may desire to be used in the papier. When 
more than one query is sent each should be on a 
separate piece of /xiper, the name and address 
being added to each. As Gardening has lo be 
sent to press some days in advance of dale, 
queries cannot always be replied to in the. issue 
immediately following their receipt. IKe do not 
reply to queries by post. 

Naming plants. — All who wish their 
plants to be rightly named should send fair 
examples of each—the stem, leaf, flower, or fruit. 
(Snippets of leaves and points of shoots are use¬ 
less. ) Not more than four plants should be sr -1 
in any one week by the same correspondent. 
IKAere more than one kind is sent they should be 
numbered. Of conifers the fruit should always 
be sent. 

Naming fruit. —Several specimens in dif¬ 
ferent stages of colour awl size of the same kind 
greatly assist in its determination. IKe have 
received from several correspondents single speci¬ 
mens of fruits for naming, these in many cases 
being unripe and otherwise poor. IKe can under - 
lake to name only four varieties at a time. 


PLANTS AMD FLOWERS. 

Carnations in pots, soil for (d/r.«. B. 
Kennedy ).—The best soil is a mixture of 
two-thirds good fibrous loam to one-third 
leaf-mould, with a liberal sprinkling of 
sand and mortar rubble. After potting, 
which must he done firmly, the plants may 
he stood in the open air on a hard asli 
bottom. Be very careful not to over- 
water until the roots are working freely in 
the fresh soil, at tlie same time a moderate 
sprinkling overhead morning and evening 
will he beneficial. 

Repotting the Parlour Palm (Boom ).— 
About once in two years is often enough to 
repot large plants of this, the best period 
of the year for doing so being the spring 
or early summer, just as new growth com¬ 
mences. It is rather late now, and it 
would probably he wiser to leave the plant 
undisturbed until next April or May, main¬ 
taining the vigour by occasionally dissolv¬ 
ing a little soot or guano in the water 
given. If you Aould prefer two or three 
smaller plants to one large one, by all 
means divide it as you suggest, othorwiso 
simply shift it bodily into a pot 2 inches or 
3 inches larger than before. Four parts 
of good loam to one part of leaf-mould or 
-peat, some sand, and a little soot would 
form a suitable compost. 

Asters diseased (Grass ).—Your Asters 
have been attacked by a fungus common 
to these plants. Your only remedy is to 
pull up and burn all the affected plants 
and give the soil a good dressing of lime. 
This might lie repeated next spring, 
though it were better to avoid the con¬ 
taminated area and plant the Asters else¬ 
where. Where the attack is of a mild 
nature it may if taken early be cheeked 
by dusting the bases of the plants and the 
surrounding soil with powdered lime and 
sulphur mixed. 

FRUIT. 

Mildewed Peaches ( Skisdon ). — The 
Poaches you send have been attacked by 
mildew, which is due to alternations of heat 
and cold, some varieties being more sus¬ 
ceptible to the disease than others. Spray 
at once with a solution of liver of sulphur 
(sulphide of potassium) and soft soap, and 
well wash the trees tlie day following with 
plain soft or clear pond water. The 
strength at which tlie solution should he 
used is 1 oz. to 3 gallons of water. To 
make, first dissolve. 2 oz. soft soap in 
1 gallon of hot water. Then add the sul- 
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phide, and when dissolved add 2 gallons 
of soft water and use the solution at once. 

VEGETABLES. 

Celery, fungus on (In Trouble ).—Your 
Celery has been attacked by the Celery 
leaf-spot fungus, which during the past few 
years has caused much loss. This fungus 
causes the leaves to rot away, after which 
the stems decay and finally the whole plant 
disappears. As the spores of the fungus 
remain in the soil for some time after¬ 
wards, Celery should not be grown in the 
same plot of ground for several years to 
come. There is a possibility of arresting 
and finally subduing the attack if you 
syringe at once with Bordeaux mixture, 
but if the leaves of all vour plants are in 
the same condition as those you send us, 
we fear spraying will be of no avail. After 
the Celery has been dug give the soil a 
good dressing of lime or try one of the 
several soil disinfectants now on the 
market. If next year you see any signs of 
the fungus, spray lightly with Bordeaux 
mixture, which you can procure from any 
horticultural sundriesman. 

Sowing Onions (Tom Lord , jun ).—There 
is not the slightest necessity to sow the 
Onion seed in a frame if you sow at once 
outdoors either in the o|>en or on a border 
facing south with a wall or hedge at the 
hack to afford shelter and break the force 
of northerly winds. This crop will sue- 
eeed if it follows Cauliflowers, hut Cab¬ 
bages being more exhausting, the soil 
would need a dressing of well rotted 
manure before the Onions eould be sown. 
If you have a holder or sheltered piece of 
ground in good heart as a result of its 
having been well manured last winter or 
spring, we advise you to sow the seed 
thereon at- once and transplant next 
February or March to another part of the 
garden. By doing this a much less area 
of ground would be needed for the seed 
bed, as the seed could lte sown fairly 
thickly in the drills and the whole re¬ 
garded in the light of a reserve or nursery 
from which to draw' from next spring. 
Plants raised on these lines should with¬ 
stand the rigours of winter with im¬ 
punity. As you have evidently eliminated 
the larvae of the Cablwge fly, you need have 
no apprehension on this score. 


SHOBT REPLIES. 

Cha*. Touch. —Yes, we have seen Tulips 
doing well in such a position as you refer 

to.- E. It'. M .—For such a roil as vou 

mention fish manure would be of but little 
value. The best dressing would be a mix¬ 
ture of good light loam, well rotted dung, 
and sand, as this will render your heavy 
soil more porous—a very important point. 

- II. G. IF.—\Ye cannot undertake to 

name Potatoes.- S. —I, Sunflowers re¬ 

quire a rich soil to which plenty of old cow 
manure should be added before planting 
them out. In order to have strong plants 
to nut out, it is advisable to raise them 
under glass, and, after hardening olf, to 
transfer them to where they are to flower. 
2, No. if carefully lifted early in October 
the plants should he well established by 
the winter, and the young growths you 
speak of should flower well in the coming 
season. 


NAMES Or PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants. — Mrs. Potter. —Vero¬ 
nica longifolia suhsessilis.—— J. N. IS .— 
Indigofera Gerardiana-. 

Names of fruits. — A. M. Temple. —1, 
Ecklinville Seedling; 2, Rymer; 3, Golden 
Pippin ; 4, Not recognised. When sending 
fruit for name, please read our rules as to 
naming fruit. Dutch. —Apples: 1, Eck¬ 
linville Seedling; 2, lame’s Prince Albert; 
3, Bramley’s Seedling; 4, Not recog¬ 
nised.- M. M. Ileal .—Apple Devonshire 

Qnarrendcn.- -Fish. —Apples: 1, Flower 

of Kent; 2, Evidently two different fruits, 
the smaller specimen being Cellini; other 
not recognised. Pear: 1, Looks like Marie 
Louise, should like to^s«e when ripe. 

Gov gle 


Grow Your Owo Fruit 

for next year and insure having the 
finest quality at reasonable prices. 

We can offer a large stock of well- 
grown fruiting trees of all kinds. 

Catalogues Free. 


THE BURNHAM NURSERIES, LIMITED, 

BARNHAM, SUSSEX. 

Mrs. PYM’S FAMOUS PUNTS 

POST FREE. STRONG PLANTS* 


Winter Cabbage, Leeks, Brus*els Sprouts, Savoys, Onions, 
Iiettuee, Cauliflower, Brorcol*, Perpetual Spinach, Chicory, 
Pickling Cabbage, Curled Scotr.h Kale, Asparagus ami 
Cottager's Kale, Sprouting Broccoli, Celery, Wiuter 
Green 3. 1 6 103. 

Herbs, strong, trine planted, one-year-old plants. Sage, 
Thyme, Mint, Marjoram, Fennel, 1- dozen. Parsley. 
20 . 1 /- 

Wallllower Plants, separate colour or miaed. 1 3 100. 
Magnificent Hardy Perennials, Spring Bedding, llockery, 
Greenhouse Plants, etc., very cheap. 

NEW CATALOQUE NOW READY, FREE ON APPLICATION. 

MRS. PYM, F.R.H.S., 

2, Vine House, Woodstone, Peterborough. 


Select your Roses from my Coloured Charts 
illustrating 50 varieties direct from 


photographs. 



LIST OF AWARDS AT THE R.H.S. 
MEETING ON AUG. 28, 1917, 


ORCHID COMMITTEE], 

First-class Certificate. 

Messrs. Plory and Black, Langley, Slough, for Brasso 
Cuttleya Lady Veitch. 

Awards of Merit. 

Liulio-Cattleyn Canhamiana Golden Fleece, from Messrs. 
Armstrong and Brown. Tunbridge Wells ; Cnttleya Naidia 
var. Exquisita. from Messrs. II assail and Co.. Southgate. 
N.; Cnttleya Mrs. Pitt (Charlesworth's var ), from Messrs. 
Charlcsworlh and Co., Haywards Heath. 


BLACK CURRANT BUD-MITE. 

Are your bushes free of this incurable pest ? If not, plant 
“ Scab rooks Black” Currant, 
the only proved mite resister. 

This variety has also every other good quality, he ! ng the 
heaviest cropper and stoutest grower, producing large, firm 
berries. Young bushes, 6 - nnd 8 - per dozen. 

W. SEABKOOK & SONS. Fruit Tree and Rose 
Nurseries, Chelmsford. 

Bulbs grown In the County Division of Holland, Lino9.. 
Kiva bettor results than from any other district. 

DAFFODILS. 

Barri conspicuus. Is. Emperor, 6*. 0d. Sir Watkin (the 
Mountain Daffodil), 7s. Double Golden Phcenix, 4s 6d. 
Victoria. 6s. 6d. Grandis, 4s. Horsfloldl, 5«. 8d. Mixed 
varieties, 4s. 

NARCISSUS. 

Prtucox grandiflora. 5s. 61. (the first of all to bloom). 
Poetious omatus, 5f». 6J. Pheasant-eye, 3s. Grand Primo, 
5s. 6d. Double White. 3s. 6*1. Mixed varieties, 3s. 6cl. 
DARWIN TULIPS. 

Clara Butt, 9s. liveliness, 9s. 6*1. William Copeland, 14s. 
White Swan, 12.i. Famcombe H inders, 12s. Pride of Haar¬ 
lem, 10s. Krgusto, 15*. Mixed Darwin Tulips, 5s. 

MAY FLOWERING TUMPS. 

Bouton d'Or, 6s. fit! Golden Crown, 4s. 6d. Picotoe. 6«. 6d. 
Macro8phila, 4s. IiiTclscombe Yellow, 12s. Mixed Cottage 
Tulips, 4s. 

Bluebells, 3*. Snowdrops, 4s 61. 

Above prices are all per 100. All first-class qu dity and 
largo bulb*. Planting size bulbs (mostly (lowering size) at 
half the above prices. 

Lilium camliilum, 3s. 6 l. Sweet-scented Pteonies, 12s. 

per dozen. Crown Imperials, Is. 3*1. each. 

Carriage paid on orders of 10s. and upwards. Order to-day 
—don't delay. 

FRED PARKES, 

[Vina Cardans Nurseries, Wybnrton, B oston, Lines. 

PRIMULAS1 PRIMULAS I PRIMULAS! 

45th year of Distribution. Our well-known magnificent strain. > 

Cinerarias, Calceolarias, etc. 

2s. per doz.; 12s. 6J. per 100, carriage paid. 

JOHN 8TEVEN3 & SON, Nurseries, Coventry. 

£LENTCANA VERNA, 12 first-class clumps» 

^ 5s., free; 12 Euphrasia Halisburyensis. the new Eye- 

bright, 5 a . ; 6 Dry .as octopetala, 3s.—O'KELLY, Botanist, j 
1Jillyvaiighan, Ireland. 


C ABBAGE, Savoy, Brussels Sprouts, Broc¬ 
coli, Kale. Sprouting Broccoli, and Cauliflower plants, 
strong and well rooted, la. 3d. per 100, post free.—G. SALE 
& SON (Established 1818) , Wokingham. Berks. 

"DULBS.—Freesias, Daffs., Narciss., Tulips, 

■U Iris, Anemones, Snowdrops, etc., in leading varieties. 
New List ready. — MORRIS'S BULBHOUSE, Bristol- 
street, Birmingham. _ 


HHOICE HARDY ALPINES, 25,' in 25 

Vara., 3s. 6d.; 50, in 50 van*., 6a. 6*1. Sample dozen, 2s. 
Lists on application. Carr, paid— R. TAYLOR & SON, 
Nurseries, New Eltham. _ 

A SKEW’S CRESTED NATIVE FERNS.— 

Splendid vara. List, id. Fern Culture, illustrated, I 
Is. Ij d.. frcc VV K. ASKE W, Gr ange. Kes wick . 

H.ERANIUM Buttings, choice ’ named 

greenhouse varieties, single anil double, Is. 61. doz. No 
Catal ogu es. —OKO KG K FULLER, Robert abridge, Sussex. 

THE APPLE in ORCHARD and GARDEN 

—Containing lull account of its culture, with special 
chapter on Apple Cookery. Price 6d. ; by post, 8«l. — 
PUBLISHER, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, l/ondon, W.C, 2. 

The latest day for receiving Advertisements 
is T RIDAY, 9 a.m. 


Medals. 

Silvku Flora. — Messrs. Armstrong and Brown and 
Messrs. Charlesworth and Co. 

Silver Banksian. — Messrs. Sander and Son, St. 
Albans, 


FLORAL COMMITTEE. 
Awards of Merit. 

Eustoma Ellisi, from Mr. Ellis, Weston-super-Mare; 
Dahlia Eastern Star, from Messrs. Cheat and Son, Crawley; 
Dahlia Primrose Star, from Messrs Cheal; Dahlia (Collar¬ 
ette) Medallion, from Messrs. Stredwick and Son, St. 
Leonards; Dahlia (Cactus) Harry Crabtree, from Messrs. 
Stredwick ; Dahlia (Cactus) Golden Rain, from Messrs. 
Stredwick ; Dahlia (Cactus) Mrs. N. Blackman, from 
Messrs. Stredwick; Dahlia (Decorative) Bianca, from Mr. 
O. Tumor, Slough ; Dahlia (Pmony-flowored) Mrs. J. A. 
Jarrett, from Mr. J. A. Jarrett, Anerley. 

The above Dahlias were also givon the First-class Certifi¬ 
cate of the National Dahlia Society. 

Medals. 

Silver Flora. —Messrs. H. B. May and Sons, for Ferns ; 
Mr. Elisha J. Hicks. Twyford, for Roses. 

Silver Bankman. —Messrs. Cheal and Son, for Dahlias; 
Mr. Ellis, for Eustomas. 

Bronze Flora. - Mr. H. Close, Orpington, for hardy 
planis; Rev. J. H. Pemberton, Romford, for Roses; Mr. 
G Rent he, Keaton, for hardy plants ; Mr. C. Turner, 
Slough, for Kniphophias and Hibiscus. 


FRUIT COMMITTEE. 


Award of Merit. 


Messrs. Laxlon Bros., Bedford, lor Plum Utility. 

Medals. 

Gold.—M r. V. Banks, Grosvenor Square, W., for bottled 
fruits. 

Silver Knightian.—M essrs. Spooner anil Son, Houns¬ 
low, for collection of Apples. 



CATALOGUE FREE. 

HORTICULTURAL AND 
PORTABLE BUILDINCS 

of every description. 


Conservatories, Forcing Houses, Rustic. Houses, Frames, 
Lights, Heating Apparatus, Barrows, Mowers, Workshops, 
Stables, Motor and Cycle Houses, Cottages, Bungalows, 
Studios, Huts, Shelters, etc. Also see last for latest designs 
in Poultry Houses, Brooders, etc. 


W. COOPER, LTD., 


743, Old Kent Road, 
LONDON, S.E. IS. 


TNTENSIVE CULTURE.—Smith’s Cloches 

for forcing early vegetables. Spring Clips, lit any size 
glass, Is. doz.; 3 doz., 2s. 9d. ; 10s. 6d. gross, post free. 
Gloss suitable for making cloches, 8 by 6, 2s. ; 9 by 7, 2s. 6d.; 
10 by 8, 3s. 4d. ; 12 by 10, 5s. ; 14 by 10, 6s. doz., packed free, 
carr. forward. Send your enquiries for Horticultural Glass. 
—W. A . SMITH. 117, Gt. Hampton-street . Birming ham. 

A SHIELD FOR YOUR BOY AT THE 

FRONT.—Full particulars will bo sent on receipt of a 
poBt enrd of the latest steel Shield for wearing under the 
tunic. A real life saver. Address—BRITISH & ALLIES 
SHIELD. 63, Lin coln's Inn Fields, Lon don, W.C. 2. 


SANKEY’S^>PbTS 

Ghe BEST and Cheapest. 

State quantity of each *lre required nnd have "carriage paid" 
quotation (''carriage ” frequently amount* to trait value oi i 
Roods), or write lor Price IJst, tree. 

SPECIAL POT.S i.l all descript inns. Hulh Howl* and Fern I 
Pan* from 2d. each. 

RICHARD SANKEY A SOAI. LTP , 
Bulwel.l-P-oU-eries, NOTTIHG/iam. 
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THE CHEAPEST IN ENCLAND. 



Copyright Registered. 


PORTABLE 

BUILDINGS. 

Made in complete sec¬ 
tion bost quality 
Red Deal (not in¬ 
ferior Foreign Match 
Hoards as other 
makers), pinned and V- 
iointed on strong fram¬ 
ing. lloof covered with 
compressed Asplmlte 
over tongned hoards. 
Poor fitted with strong 
hinges, lock and key, 
bolts, etc. 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 

fit flCQ u 

Special Prices far Oaeli with Order In HulL I 

CLASS, H'i 1 os. I 

Boxes, 100 200 Boxes, 100 200 A 

sq.ft. RO. ft, sq.ft, sq.ft. J 

8 x Gin. 266 45- 12.11.15.10, 18, l.„ 1 

9.711.. 29- 47 6 2q.22 2l.12i,..) 42 - 72- j 

10 x Sin. 33,6 69 - | lb t,' 7 - 1*. » i 


September 8, 1917 


CASH WITH ORDER. Strong 

Sizes, Floor. 

6 ft. long, 4 ft. wide, 7 ft. high .. £4 16 0 12 - 

7 ft. long, 5 ft. wide, 7 ft. 4 in. high 5 11 6 18 6 

8 ft. long, 6 ft. wide, 7 ft. 8 in. high 7 8 0 24/6 

9 ft. long, 7 ft. wide, 8 ft. high .. 8 12 0 316 

10 ft. long, 8 ft. wide, 8 ft. 4 In. high 0 1« 6 42 6 

12 ft. long, 8 ft. wide, 8 ft. 4 in high H 1 6 50 6 

Carriage Paid to any Station in England and Wales. 
Catalogue, with Testimonials, post free. 

J. T. HOBSON & CO., 

Largest Makers of Portable Buildings, 

Established 70 Years. BUDFORID. 

Works, 6 acres. 
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>8U > QRITE 

Of ill Seedsmen jj 

Stiawsou CwtsiCAi t»U* r«.QvecN Victowia Lowooh I 


25 Years’ Record 

Chatham, 

25th August, 10H. 

Dear Sirs. 

Will you kindly send me 
a No. 2 Greenhouse Boiler to 
replace one of yours which has 
been in use f or the past 25 

years. 

Yours faithfully , 

W. A. H. 

Illustrated Price List Free. 

Thos.W. ROBINSON, ltd. 

Dennis Iron Works, 

8TO UR BRIDGE. 


THEY’RE NOT STICKY. 

Beacon Oilskins are quite free from any stickiness, and, 
what is more important, they never fail to keep out the 
hardest rain or sloot. Hundreds of farmers, gamekeepers, 
and other outdoor men, women, and children wear them 
because they bring weather comfort. You ought to wear 
them if you want to keep dry in any deluge. The Beacon 
Booklet will help you to choose the style you need. 
Children's Coats from 10/6; Men’s from 10/-; Ladies’smart 
Oilskins from 21/ ; Long laggings from 3/-; Sou'-westers 
from 1/9. Your inonoy back if they don't satisfy you 
entirely. Send postcard to-day for our Free Booklet of 
"Weather Comfort.” — Send now—before you forget —to 
BARBOUR'S, LTD., 65. BEACON BUILDINGS, SOUTH 
SHIE LDS._(2) 

rnonr cycles. 

Cosh or monthly payments. 

Signed Guarantee for all time. 

Packed in crate free and carriage paid. 

Since 1905 1 have advertised in this paper, and have made 
and sold over 20,000 Machines. NO EXTRAS: Bell, l’ump, 
and everything included. Carriage paid. YOU CAN 
HIDE AND TEST THE MACHINE FOR 10 DAYS. IF 
YOU DO NOT APPROVE I PAY ALL CARRIAGE. I 
have thousands of testimonials. Write to-day for copies 
and Catalogue, with illustrations and full specification. — 
GEORGE BEATSON, LTD., "LION CYCLE” WORKS, I 
85, MOSELEY STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 


9 * 7in. 29 - 47 6 ! 20.22 24 * 12in. / “ ' 

10 J 8in. 33/6 69 - 16 1' 7 - 18 . 20 

12.13.14.l5i 8in. 35 - 61/- i 6 18 20 M ii ?**'- 75- 

11.12.13.14 x 9in. 36 6 62'3 , ljiT, ' M 

12,13. 11 x lOin. 39- 67- 20,22.2l'xi5in 1 

13 x 11 in.40- G8- 18. 20, 22. 21 i J 48/- 79- 

16,18,20x101.1.1 42 _ Mi,;. 

16,18,20x11m. J*- <a 20,22,21 xlSin. 48- 82- 

PUTTY, Beal. Soft.—1 cut,, 14/6; Jowt.,7 9; lent.. 
4 6 • Hlbs., 2 6. 

DIAMONDS* 7/6 and 10/6 each. 

GLASS CUTTERS) 6-wheel, 1/6 eaoh. 

BEST MIXED PAINTS.-7-lb. levertins. White, 
10/o stone; ordinary colours, 7/- per atone. 

F. «Sc T. ROSS, LTD.. 

"■BURTON ST.. HULL. Estab. 1813 — 

FLOWER SHOW FIXTURES. 


SEPTEMBER. 

September 11.—Royal Horticultural Society's Dahlia Show. 

,. 14.—Southend Food Exhibition (2 days). 

„ 15.—Oswaldtwistle Horticultural Society. 

„ 24.—National Chrysanthemum Society's Execu¬ 

tive Committee; National Chrysanthe¬ 
mum Society’s Floral Committee. 

„ 25.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Vegetable 

Show. 

OCTOBER. 

October 2.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Fruit Show (2 
^days). 

„ 8.— National Chrysanthemum Society's Floral 

Committee. 

„ 9.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Committees. 

„ 22.—National Chrysanthemum Society's Executive 

Committee; National Chrysanthemum 
Society's Floral Committee. 

,, 23.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

,, 29— National Chrysauthemum Society’s Floral 

Committee. 

NOVEMBER. 

November 6.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees; 

National Chrysanthemum Society’s 
Autumn Show (provisional date), Floral 
Committee. 

„ 19.—National Chrysanthemum Society’s Execu¬ 

tive Committee; National Chrysanthe¬ 
mum Society's Floral Committee. 

„ 20.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

DECEMBER. 

December 3.—National Chrysanthemum Society’s Floral 
Committee. 

,, 4.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

„ 17 —National Chrysanthemum Society's Execu¬ 

tive Committee. 

We shall be glad if Secretaries of Horticul¬ 
tural Societies will kindly send the dates of 
their various shows to Editor , Gardening Illus¬ 
trated* 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields , London , W. C.2. 


{ourihboroucfh 


31000 IN USE 

LISTS ON APPLICATION m 






TT\c piorxccr of cheap simple and effective 
heating /or small qreenhouses Complete 
Apparatus from & 4 4 0 The immense sale 
oi this boiler, and its numerous imitations 

*-' (by hc.st l*.. 1 *! il‘U)l'»> Ol its undoubted SVIvCCSS 


yAhor MCULTURAU bl/ILOERS 6- HEATING LNGIHEr.RSl'1 

;LOUCH BOROUGH - LCICE S TE RSM IRE*-1 
ILen don oif.c. . 122 VICTORIA ST S Wll 


FIREPROOF PORTABLE BUILDINGS. 


.. ^ Tenant’s Fixtures. 

Indestructible, Ever- 
‘oitev S " ’^tTy lasting;, Waterproof. 
Fffpil ■? " * " Dwellings. Bungalows, 
a ,11 I J >/fi Cottages, Schools, Ufti.-es, 

IIU | - ( 7F li. Workshops, Stores, Pav- 

7*^1 [fr,! j 1 “' {■/.’ ilions, Huts, Sheltorg, 

■ 'Tillli ill ~J !:fl — . *T T ia 1- Stables, Garages. Hospi- 

~■ tab, Factories, Hangers, 
etc., etc. Estimates, plana and specification lor every 
description of Building, free. 

FIREPROOF BUILDING CO., Ltd., 
741, Old Kent Road, LONDON, S.E. 15. 



OPORTSMEN, Fanners, Horsemen. — Try 

^ our splendid Yorkshire Whipcord Tweed; wears like 
leather; shower proof; 7 yards for 17s. 6d. Patterns free. 
—BRADFORD WOOLLEN CO. (73), Bradford._ 

PLOWER POTS, Saucers, Seed or Cutting 

<*■ Pans, Wall Pots, Window Boxes. Glazed Earthenware, 
Poultry and Pigeon Fountains, etc. Illustrated list, free — 
TliOS. JEAVON8, Silver .Street Potteries, Brierley Hill. 

rpilE APPLE in ORCHARD and GARDEN/ 

J- —Containing full account of its culture, with special 
chapter on Apple Cookery. Price 6J.; by post. 81.— 
PUBLISHER, 63, Lincoln b Inn Fields. W.C. 2 


Advertisement Rates. 

Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


If you arc interested in this week’s 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three months, 2/6 ; six 
months, 5/-; twelvemonths, 10/-; for Abroad, 12/-. Annual subscribers 
will receive the year’s complete Index to the volume free of charge. 


Lino Advertisements.— Single insertions, 9d. per 
line, minimum three lines (about twenty words till the first 
three lines, and nine words each additional line). Front 
page, if guaranteed, Is. per line. No reduction for series. 

Terms for Display Advertisements, lQs. per 

Inch (reduction for Beries). 

Advertisers not having a regular account at the office 
must accompany their orders with remittance. Orders and 
advertisement copy should be addressed— 

MANAGER, 

63, LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS, LONDON, W.C. 2. 

TTPNES AND VINE CULTURE.— By A. E. 

» Barron, V.M.H. (late Superintendent of the Royal 
Horticultural Society's Gardens). Illustrated. Price 5s. 
net; post free, 5s. 6d. Fifth edition. Describes and Illus¬ 
trates the Latest Grape Culture.—MANAGER, 83, Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, London W.C. 2. _ I 

When writing; to Advertisers please mention 
CARDENINC ILLUSTRATED. 


IINC ILLUSTRATED. 

Google 


To Publisher or Newsagent :— 

Please deliver “ Gardening Illustrated ” weekly for which 1 

enclose _ 


Name_ 


IMr.^ Mrs., or Miss) 


Address (in full) _ 


Printed and Published by the Proprietor. W. Robinson, at the Office, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. 1- 
September 8, 1917. Telephone: Llolboru 73L 

I /ERSIT r OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
























GARDENING ILLUSTRATED 


No, 2010.—' Vol. XXXIX. SEPTEMBER 15, 1917. 


FREEING TIIE APRICOT. 
rnKBUiNO our efforts to learn as much as 
rve may of this precious fruit in its native 
country, we are indebted to a friend for 
tills inquiry in China : — 

I only regret that it is a subject on 
which I cannot throw much light. As 
you know, this fruit grows in Man¬ 
churia ; but, as compared with other 
parts of China, notably the province 
of Shantung, it is small and wanting 
in flavour. Two years ago I was in 
Chefoo at the height of the Apricot 
season, and there I tasted it in per¬ 
fection. It was very large and very 
luscious—you could scarcely imagine 
anything more delicious. I brought 
back with me to N. China about 
two dozen stones to experiment with ; 
but I am more than doubtful of suc¬ 
cess. The conditions of soil and 
climate are both adverse. I am going 
over to Chefoo in about another week, 
and whilst there will certainly make 
inquiry, and find out all I can for 
Gardening ; and if I thought he would 
like it, would send the editor a small 
parcel of stones. I will give him the 
benefit of the doubt, and do so! You 
will, therefore, hear from me again 
oil this subject. 

We are jiassing through the driest 
season I ever remember in New- 
ehwang; up to date, since last year 
only ail occasional shower. There 
were no summer rains last year 
(such as we look for to fill the pon(ls 
and give us our yearly supply of 
water). This was followed by a short 
period of intense cold (22.9 degs., 
Fahr., lie low zero), and there being no 
snow to protect the roots of fruit- 
trees, 1tie.se last suffered greatly. The 
evening before yesterday the gardener 
and I counted six fine young English 
fruit-trees (Apple and Pear) quite 
dead, and others dying; all good 
varieties. The Grapes have also suf¬ 
fered greatly, and only yesterday the 
gardener cut off such a lot of dead 
wood. The Grapes we grow are very' 
good, and highly prized by friends.— 
Jab. Carson. 


NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 

The Chinese Hound’s-tongue (Cyno- 
gloesum amabile).—My favourite annuals 
having failed this year, this Chinese plant 
is very welcome, the colour a good blue 
anil a lino doer in the open. It sowed itself 
freely last autumn and withstood the 
winter and worse spring without the 
slightest injury. It is almost too vigorous 
and plentiful. It should soon be in all the 
seed lists.—W. 

Deutzia corymbosa.— This pretty species 
has n special value by reason of its late, 
and equally its continuous, flowering, 
being at its best in July and August, when 
tiie bush Is covered with the corymbose 
clusters of pure white flowers not far re¬ 
moved in form or purity from those of 
Bouvardla jastn I nobles. The speeies is 
very free-flowering, and of compact habit, 
bushes not more than 2 feet high being 
white with blossom. Flowering llms well 
when young, it is we/suited to gai|I|ji%of j 
small Size.—E. II. J.V 1V. ' 'V I V 


Aconitum volubile. —The climbing Monks¬ 
hood is by no means so common as others 
of the Aconites. Nevertheless, it is a de¬ 
sirable plant, its thin wiry stems running 
iqi their supports to a height of 4 feet to 
5 feet, and bearing their characteristic 
blooms on the terminals. The variety does 
not increase so rapidly as others of the 
Monkshoods, the specimen here having 
grown hut little in the course of four 
seasons.—VY. McG., Balmae. 

Euonytnus nanus.— This, one of the 
daintiest of fruit-bearing hardy shrubs, is 
also occasionally met with as E. rosmari- 
nifolius. A bush 2j feet or 3 feet, which 
is quite a good size in inland gardens, is 
pretty in the extreme just now, when the 
coral-red capsules are seen dangling on 
thread - like pedicels, and presently 
bursting, expose to view the almost 
orange-vermilion fruits or seeds. Hut for 
these, the siieeies would remain more or 
less unattractive throughout the year.— 
S. S. 

Hypericum lysimachoides _I found this 

St. John’s Wort in the nursery of Mr. 
M’Omish at Crieff. It is a valuable and 
attractive Hypericum, reaching at Crieff 
to a height of between 2 feet and 3 feet. 
One merit it iwssesses in a high degree is 
the manner in which the clear yellow 
flowers are borne well above the leaves—a 
virtue not possessed by all the St. John’s 
Worts. It flowers very freely. It lias been 
likened to II. patuium, but Is more vigor¬ 
ous, differing also in its narrow sepals and 
smaller flowers.—S. Aknott. 

Rose Irish Fireflame in Perthshire.— In 
the pure air of the north of Scotland some 
Itosea appear brighter in their colouring 
than further south. This struck mo forci¬ 
bly when looking over the collection of 
Roses in the nursery of Mr. M’Omish at 
Crieff the other day. Irish Fireflame, 
which I have known since its introduction, 
was unusually bright. It is difficult to de¬ 
scribe its colouring, but one may adopt the 
description of a well-known grower and 
say that the buds are “deep madder 
orange, splashed witli crimson, changing to 
fiery orange witli age.”—S. A. 

Ceanothus Clolre de Versailles.— With 
the third week in August come the wel¬ 
come blue flowers of tills Ceanothus—one 
of the finest of the family. Here it re¬ 
quires a wall, and is grown in company 
with the Winter Sweet (Chimonantbus 
fragrans), which, too, promises well. At 
St. Mary's Isle, and in Lord Stair’s 
gardens at Loehinch Castle, in tiie neigh¬ 
bouring shire, some plants of C. Gloire de 
Versailles are grown as bushes, but the 
altitude is less in these gardens, and they 
a re perhaps less exposed to the severe 
storms which sweep up the Solway Firth 
during tiie winter than is the ease at 
Balmae.—W. McG., Balmae. 

Inula Oculus - Christ). — Though this 
s|»ecies cun hardly be regarded as tirst- 
class, it is, nevertheless, useful by reason 
of habit and the succession it affords to 
other kinds in the time of flowering. I,ess 
than 2 feet high, even when well estab¬ 
lished, it is useful in its way near the 
front of the border, where its self-support- 
ing habit of growtli leaves no room for the 
bundle-staking and bunching, which de¬ 
stroy tile characteristic beauty of not a 
few border plants. The almost thread-like 
florets are golden, the flower-hegds 3 ipches 


or more across, a large group being effec¬ 
tive. It. lias lieen in good flower during 
the whole of August.—K. ,J. 

Viburnum lobophyllum. —A large number 
of new Viburnums are included among the 
many new shrubs that have been received 
from China during the present century, V. 
lobophyllum being one of the most pro¬ 
mising. it'is a strong-growing hush at 
least 12 feet high, bearing many' flat heads 
of white flowers during iate May and early 
June. It is, however, later (towards the 
end of August and throughout September) 
that it is most beautiful, for at that period 
it is well covered by beautiful red berries, 
tiie fruits being in sueli profusion as to 
weigh down the. branches. Fortunately, it 
is an easily-managed shrub, thriving in 
ordinary garden soil and 1 icing iierfectly 
hardy. For the rear of a shrubbery it is 
well suited, whilst it may also be planted 
in a largo mass with signal success.—D. 

The Gentlanette (Pliacelia campanu- 
laria).—Plants raised from seeds sown in 
March are now in glorious bloom. There 
is no blue-flowered annual I am acquainted 
with that is so rich in colour and at the 
same time so free. As the seeds are small 
it is well to sow in a frame or in a cool 
greenhouse, pricking the young plants off 
into boxes, inuring them to exposure, and 
then planting them out in prepared ground, 
leaving the plants 9 inches ajiart in the 
lines, and the latter a foot to 13 inches 
apart. When treated in this way the 
plants form compact bushes and bloom 
freely. To sow the seeds in drills or 
patches in the open, and then allow them 
to grow up together thickly, is not treating 
this beautiful animal as it deserves to be. 
Presuming the plants have a good start, I 
think a dry season suits it, adding to the 
lustre of tiie flowers.—P. T. 

Anchusa from root cuttings _If “ D. 

WJlmshurst,” page 474, finds 4 inches long 
cuttings suit his purpose, no one need 
say him nay. Were he, on the other 
hand, a propagator of hardy plants, hav¬ 
ing often to make the most of things, I 
should not only describe such cuttings as 
a waste of material—1 inches long root 
pieces on the Anchusa are not abundant— 
but the deep boxes he must of necessity 
use for such, clumsy and inconvenient. 
When inch-long root cuttings set around 
tiie rim of a 5-inch pot will yield rosettes 
of leaves 2j feet and more across and 
(i feet high panicles of flowers in less than 
eighteen months, there is not much to 
complain of I think. To the statement 
that “ the difference in length represents 
a proportionate difference in stored 
vitality,” I have only to add that the 
larger roots may be halved or quartered 
longitudinally, such giving quite as good 
results as whole pieces. I have done it in 
hundreds of instances.—E. II. Jenkins. 

Helenium Riverton Cem.— The note on 
Ileleniuni puinilum, pigo ISO, should serve 
to direct attention, not only to this pnrti- 
cular speeies, but also to the whole of tiie 
Heleniums. A great favourite of mine, 
either as a border plant or for cutting, is 
Riverton Gem, which I believe came to 
us originally from America. My clumps 
are about 5 feet high, and just now pre¬ 
sent a mass of their bright Wallflower-red 
blossoms. The change that takes place in 
colour after expansion is also very notieoi 
able. Its blossoms, and; ihLfact those-of 
all the Heleniums, last well iu water. 
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Another favourite Hclenluin of mine is 
Hiverton Beauty, a good deal the same 
ns the other, but with dear yellow flowers. 
I find that Helenium Hiverton Gem does 
not need the froqueilt transplanting that 
some herbaceous plants do, for a couple 
of clumps which have been in their pre¬ 
sent position live years have improved 
considerably on their preceding display.— 
K. It. W. 

The Crape Myrtle (Lagenstraania iudica). 
—Among the surprises of the year comes 
the information that tills inis not only 
I»assed the winter unprotected and un¬ 
harmed, but that it is flowering now, as 
for some two or three weeks past, in a 
way it has never done before. The state¬ 
ment, remarkable enough in itself and a 
tribute to the hardiness of the plant in 
this country in the open air, is the more 
so when it comes from the neighbourhood 
of Blackheath, Dondon, S.E. Those whose 
knowledge of the plant is confined to the 
often scraggy and nearly leafless specimens 
seen in pots or tubs in public gardens may 
be interested to know that the plant is in 
full beauty in the garden of Mr. Peek, an 
enthusiastic amateur in the district named. 
The flowers are pink, and a goodly bush 
of it is very ornamental when in bloom. 
Such a tribute to hardiness—the s|>eclmen 
has been in its present iiosition throe or 
four years—should tempt many to grow 
one of the most beautiful of flowering 
shrubs. It comes from China, and is 
usually given greenhouse treatment.— 
E. II. Jenkins. 

Artemisia tridentata. — Those on the 
look-out for plants either of exceptional 
distinctness'or merit should make a note 
of this silvery-leaved shrub. Not many of 
the herbaceous Artemisias appeal to the 
hardy plant gardener generally, because 
of their encroaching habit—though there 
is a use for some of them in the grey 
border or like place—yet here is a shrubby 
kind, of miniature tree-like habit, whose 
nearly conical outline gives it a character 
of its own. Hence it is distinct and useful 
also for isolated positions, whether in the 
rock garden or elsewhere. Three feet 
high plants may not be more than 15 inches 
through at the liase, where the stem is 
woody and tree-like. The rather more 
than inch-long leaves are three-toothed, 
tiie silvery effect of the whole plant being 
good. Young bushes of a foot or so high 
are also effective, and, planted in high 
and dry place's in limy soils, show to ad¬ 
vantage. Healthy cuttings secured with a 
heel root well in spring or autumn.— 
S. V. S. 

Clematis coccinea. — This remarkable 
species—or, more strictly, variety of G. 
V'iorna—has for weeks past been flowering 
freely at Aldenham House, the profusion 
of buds promising a display for some time 
to come. A native of Texas, it passed the 
recent winter unharmed. The fiber flower¬ 
ing example noted is near the margin of 
one of tiie numerous beds of choice shrubs, 
the main portion of the plant assuming a 
hush habit 2] feet through and ,-!i feet 
high, and thickly covered witli flowers. 
Above this the new non-flowering shoots 
of the year have already reached 0 feet or 
more high, and are still extending. The 
globular or urn-shaiied flowers of Ver¬ 
million and gold—the first external, the 
latter conspicuous on the reflexing tips of 
the sepals—are striking and unusual, be¬ 
ing disposed on long wiry stalks or 
peduncles. The plant appears better suited 
for a bush than for training against a 
wall, where it is more frequently seen, but 
with few flowers. In the same lied a few 
feet away a capital specimen of Erinaeca 
pungens was rcirfnrio'ikdoing-well* This 
also has proved q Litl ilflf'dy A-jrifetiOB. 


FRUIT. 

NOTES ON RASPBERRIES. 

The little cost Incurred in cultivating the 
Raspberry, and the remunerative price 
which the* fruit always fetches in the mar¬ 
ket, render it one of the most profitable 
fruits to grow, either by the amateur, 
cottager, or market gardener. Two things 
connected with the cultivation of the Rasp¬ 
berry deserve particular attention, viz., its 
aptitude for rooting near the surface, and 
the necessity of having it always well sup¬ 
plied with moisture. Where tiie soil is of 
a sandy character it is a good plan to make 
trenches if feet wide and about 15 inches 
deep. In these place a good layer of rotten 
manure, and mix it well with the soil; on 
this plant the canes, spreading out the 
young fibres at full length, and covering 
them with 2 inches of soil and a good coat¬ 
ing of rotten manure. This keeps the 
ground moist and encourages surface-roots, 
which are the chief points in securing 
success, if tiie weather should lie dry at 
the time when the fruit begins to swell, 
liquid manure should be freely given, as it 
improves both the size and flavour of the 
berries. Neither hoe nor spade should 
ever lie used on the surface, inasmuch as 
they bruise the roots and cause a quantity 
of suckers to spring up. In strong, heavy, 
rich soil, trendies are not required; the 
ground should lie trenched 2 feet deep, 
mixing in with it as the work proceeds 
plenty of rotten manure, vegetable refuse, 
leaves, or anything of a similar character. 
Newly-planted canes should always lie cut 
down to within (5 inches of the ground in 
order to aid In the establishing of the 
stools. As soon as the crop is gathered 
cut out till the old wood, so as to give the 
sun full piwer to mature the young canes 
and plump up the buds. 

Planting, which may be done at any 
time between October and the end of 
March, may he performed in different 
ways, and with about the same results. I 
prefer planting in rows 4 feet, apart and 
1 foot asunder in tiie row, tying the canes 
to a couple of wires stretched along tiie 
row on stakes. Thus managed, they have 
a neat appearance, and room is afforded 
for admission of light and air. In pruning, 
the canes should lie left at different lengths 
—the strongest at nearly full length, the 
medium ones shorter, and the next shorter 
still. By this system a crop is furnished 
from tiie bottom, and a succession is kept 
up to tiie middle of November. Tiie 
autumn-bearing variety should tx> culti¬ 
vated. It should be treated as follows :— 
The young canes should be planted 2 feet 
apart not later than the end of March. 
About the middle of April cut off the young 
canes close to the ground, and as soon as 
the young shoots can lie handled thin them 
out to 5 inches or (5 inches ai«rt. When 
they have made IS inches of growth pinch 
out the points of about a third of them, a 
second third at .‘(0 inches, and allow the 
remainder to grow to their full length. 
By this system of pinching a regular suc¬ 
cession may lie maintained from tiie be¬ 
ginning of August to the middle or end of 
November, according to the season. This 
variety should not be grown on the same 
ground more than two years in succession. 
As this variety bears on tiie annual wood 
it requires to ix> cut close to the ground 
every spring. A. G. 


FRENCH MAHAEEB CHERRY STOCK. 
I would like to call attention to the un¬ 
satisfactory results obtained from tiie 
planting of Cherries budded or grafted on 
French Mnhnlcb stock. I started over 
ten years ago in the Cherry business, and 
nearly nil I lie trees that I bought were 
budded or grafted on this French stock. 


After these years of experimenting I find 
that.they are a failure on our soil. I 
might say lhat this is a natural Cherry 
country ; the black Cherry, known as the 
Mazzard'stock, grows wild in this section. 

The objections to the French Mabalcb 
stock are several. First, it is subject to 
borers. The borer in appearance looks 
tiie same as the Peach borer. This alone 
would pay for the difference in the cost of 
trees grafted or budded on Mazzard stock, 
hut there seems to be a more serious ob¬ 
ject km in the vitality of the trees. The 
trees grafted or budded on Mahaleb stock 
do not seem to make ii ixqffect union. 
Tliis is partly true of the sweet Cherries. 
The sour Cherries live a few years longer 
than the sweet Cherries. I have tried 
them on all kinds of soil with tiie same 
result—beginning to die in the course of 
a few years. The foliage does not seem 
so strong on the French stock as it does 
on the Mazzard. Tiie Itukes seem to 
thrive somewhat better oil the French 
stock than do other varieties. They live 
a few years longer. I have lost quite a 
bit of money in these Cherry experiments, 
and I would advise others to buy nothing 
but trees grafted or budded on the Maz¬ 
zard stock. I have experimented with ail 
varieties of Cherries — the sweet and 
Rigarreau, the Dukes and sour Cherries, 
including Morellos .—It urn l Ncir Yorker. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Fungus on Apple-tree leaves.—I en¬ 
close three envelopes containing speci¬ 
men Apple leaves from a dozen five or 
six year-old pyramid-trained trees planted 
in March, 1916. Soil lias been a kitchen 
garden for five years, and is a thin sandy 
loam on sand, but, being on the edge of 
the .Moss, there is always water within 
8 feet of the surface. Ground is under- 
drained 2 feet G inches deep. Trees have 
grown well, but the whole dozen are more 
or less affected, although another dozen 
in a different part of the -garden, which 
have been in four or five years, are quite 
free. Specimen “A” shows blotched 
leaves, first noticed three weeks ago, and 
spreading quickly. A light spraying of 
Cuprum was given a week ago. Speci¬ 
men “B” shows a different form of 
attack, the leaves being “ burnt ” round 
the edges; only a few leaves are affected, 
and disease does not appear to lie spread¬ 
ing. Specimen “C” is some badly- 
affected leaves, so had that it is difficult 
to see whether it is the final effect of the 
blotching. There are only a few in this 
state, fortunately. All the trees were 
sprayed with caustic last winter, hut they 
had no spring or summer sprayings until 
the. copper fungicide a week ago. Tlio 
season has been dry, and the trees have 
not been watered, hut they have grown 
so strong that they will lie lifted this 
autumn and replanted. They are very 
lightly cropped, and the fruits are matur¬ 
ing all right, so far. The trees are 
planted in two lines, about 5 yards apart 
anil 3 yards apart in the lines, with veget¬ 
able crops 1 >etween.—W. L. Sutcliffe, 
North Chef him. 

[The Apple leaves ore affected with a 
fungoid disease known ns Fusiclndium 
dendriticuni, also “Scab” or “Black 
Sixit,” for which spray with Bordeaux 
mixture, or, if this is not possible, owing 
to fruit being on the trees, spray with liver 
of sulphur at the rate of If oz. to 2 oz. to 
(i gallons of water. First dissolve the same 
weight of soft soap in 1 gallon of hot 
water, then add tiie chemical, and when 
this is dissolved dilute to make 6 gallons 
and apply at once. If there are no fruits 
on the trees spray with Bordeaux. In 
either case three sprayings at weekly inter¬ 
vals will lie necessary. Cuprum should 
have arrested the disease, as this is con¬ 
sidered to be next to Bordeaux in value as 
a fungicide, while it leaves no deposit on 
fruit or foliajto as the latter 


does] 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 
TREES AND SHRUBS. 

THE FALSE ACACIAS OR ROBINIAS. 
The Robiuias include several species of 
ornamental trees and shrubs all of which 
are natives of North America and do well 
in the British Isles. They thrive in a 
variety of soils and positions, the only ob¬ 
jection to their general planting being in 
the brittleness of their branches, which are 
easily broken by storms if the trees are 


part of two centuries, however, it attracted 
no special attention in this country, but 
during the first quarter of the nineteenth 
century, between 1817 and 1823, it was 
brought to prominent notice as a jmssible 
forest tree for the British Isles. Its popu¬ 
larity as a forest tree, however, seems to 
have been short-lived, and at present it 
has no value for that purimse. The wood 
is very hard and durable, and makes 
excellent gate-posts, spokes for wheels, 
etc. On the Continent it is used rather 
extensively, both round and split, for Vine 
props, the wood lasting well for the pur¬ 
pose. When grown with a single trunk 


white flowers in racemes up to (i inches 
long, hut some of the varieties bear rose- 
coloured flowers. There are numerous 
varieties that have been given distinct 
names, the following being worthy of 
special notice : — 

R. P. ANodsTi folia.— A variety dis¬ 
tinguished from the type by its tiny leaflets 
and rather less vigorous habit, another 
pleasing variety with small leaflets being 
R. P. mierophylla. 

R. P. Decaisneana is one of the hand¬ 
somest of all the varieties. It is a strong¬ 
growing tree with fine racemes of rose- 
coloured flowers, Another variety with 



llobinia Pseudacacia var. liosynskiana. 


growing in exposed situations. The foliage 
in every case is light and ornamental. The 
Pea-shaped flowers are borne in pendent 
racemes, the flowering time being June and 
July. Some of the species are increased 
by seeds, others by suckers, root cuttings, 
or by grafting, which last ought only to ho 
adopted when every other means of in¬ 
crease is exhausted. 

R. Pseudacacia is the best-known 
species. It is variously known as False 
Acacia, Acacia, and Locust Tree, and was 
originally introduced to Europe from 
Eastern N. America about 1G35, its first 
appearance in England being recorded 
some five years later. For tbe greater 

Google 


| and a fairly compact branch system it 
makes an excellent street tree, for the 
roots do not interfere much with the pave¬ 
ment, while the foliage does not keep the 
light from houses as is the ease with 
Flanes and Horse Chestnuts. Trees with 
double leaders and unchecked branches are 
not very suitable for street planting, how- 
ever, as they are easily damaged by wind. 
R. Pseudacacia as an ornamental tree 
grows 00 feet or so high, but may grow 
20 feet taller when amongst other trees. 
As a rule, trees up to fifty years old bloom 
more freely than very old specimens, 
although it is a fairly freeiflowering tree 
whether young or old. The type bears 


flowers of a similar hue is R. P. bella- 
rosea, not quite so effective as R. P. 
Deeaisneana. 

R. P. fastigiata Is very distinct by 
reason of its stiff, erect, columnar habit, 
which is strongly suggestive of the habit 
of the Lombardy Poplar. It does not 
flower freely. 

R. P. inehmis.— This is a popular, flue- 
foliaged tree in many suburban gardens. 
Naturally of low-growing, busby habit, it 
is often grafted upon stems 8 feet or 10 
feet high and cut back every winter, so 
that long summer shoots are formed which 
develop into n shapely, busby head. 

R. P. uoNoriiYLLA is remarkable by 
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reason of the number of leaflets being re¬ 
duced considerably below tlie normal. 
Sometimes several leaflets occdr, but at 
other times the leaves are simple. In any 
case the leaflets are many times larger 
than those of the tyi>e. 

R. 1’. semperfi.orens bears its flowers 
over a longer period than the other varie¬ 
ties, and it is not unusual for blossoms to 
appear at almost any period between June 
and September. 

The other sjiecies of Robinia available 
for our gardens are as follows: — 

It. IIISPIDA.— This species is commonly 
called the Rose Acacia on account of the 
colour of the flowers. It is, naturally, a 
bush about 8 feet high. It blooms during 
June, the flowers being as large as those 
of a Sweet Pea and a pretty shade of rose. 
Seeds have rarely- been met with either on 
wild or cultivated plants, and increase is 
by root cuttings or suckers. The variety 
macropliylla is superior in almost every¬ 
way to the type, except that it is less easily 
propagated. In this case the branches are 
free from bristles and tbe flowers are in 
much larger ^racemes. It is increased by 
grafting and is in every way an excellent 
shrub. As both the type and variety have 
very brittle branches they ought to be 
planted in a iiosition sheltered from rough 
winds. 

R. Kelsevi is one of the newest species. 
Forming a small tree 12 feet to 18 feet 
high, it produces siender branches clothed 
with still bristles and bears dainty, pinnate 
leaves up to 0 inches long and clusters of 
rose-coloured flowers which are smaller 
than those of the Rose Acacia. After the 
flowers seed-pods, which are covered by- 
stiff, reddish-brown bristles, appear. It 
was introduced to England in 1903 from 
the nursery of Mr. Harlan P. Kelsey, of 
Boston, U.S.A., and is likely to become a 
very widely-grown plant in the near 
future. 

R. neo-mexicanA forms a small, widely- 
branched tret? 30 feet of so high; native of 
South-Western N. America. It differs 
from the common Robinia in its looser 
habit, larger foliage, and denser and 
shorter clusters of pale, rose-coloured 
flowers. Although introduced to England 
in 1S87 it is not by any means common. 
As a rule, it blossoms well in June, and a 
second crop of flowers is borne during 
August or early September. Young seed¬ 
ling plants grow very rapidly- and some¬ 
times range from fi feet to 9 feet in height 
at the end of the first season. Although 
found in southerly parts of the S.W. 
United States, etc., it is from a fairly high 
elevation, and is, therefore, quite hardy. 

R. viscosa is known as the Clammy 
Locust on account of the young wood anil 
inflorescences lieing covered with sticky 
glands. It is found in Carolina us a tree 
30 feet to 10 feet high, and can be dis¬ 
tinguished from R. Pseudaeacia by its 
sticky glands, warted trunk and branches, 
and by its denser racemes of rose-tinged 
flowers. It blossoms in June, rather later 
than the common Robinia, and is gener¬ 
ally less useful than that species. 1>. 

[Tlie variety R. P. Rozynsklana. here 
figured, is of rather horizontal growth, tlie 
leaves, which often measure 2J feet in 
length, hanging vertically and giving the 
tree a curious npr^aranee. It is a fine, 
graceful tree, but big suckers of the wild 
tree soon seize it if not watched.—W. It.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Treatment of Hydrangea.— What can I 
do with a Hydrangen the front of which is 
all bare twigs, with little scrubby bundles 
oi leaves on the top ? The sides' and back 
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of the bush are full of blossoms and big 
loaves. Should Hydrangeas be pruned, 
and, if so, how and when?—I gnorance. 

[The pruning of the Hydrangea Is gener¬ 
ally limited to the removal of any old and 
exhausted wood, thus leaving space for 
the stout basal shoots to develop. This is 
done in winter when tlie leaves have 
fallen. It is somewhat difficult to advise 
with regard to your plant without seeing 
it. Certainly the bare twigs and scrubby 
bunches of leaves must be cut out quite at 
(lie base. It seems to us that by a little 
judicious tying of the main branches bear¬ 
ing prominent buds that will flower next 
year the plant may be brought into good 
shape. No more stakes should be used 
than are absolutely necessary. Though 
when tying is first done the plant may 
bear a stiff appearance, this effect will 
wear off as growth takes place next year.] 

Large heads of Hydrangea paniculata 
grandiflora. —Apart from its value as an 
outdoor shrub tilts is also largely grown in 
pots or tubs. Although 1 prefer tlie 
flower-heads of medium size rather than 
the massive ones, these latter are appreci¬ 
ated by many. Frequent enquiries are 
made as to the best method of obtaining 
these huge flower clusters. The main 
point is to reduce their number and allow 
a strong plant to carry only about three 
heads. To do this the plants should be 
pruned hack before they start into growth 
and only the strongest shoots to the num¬ 
ber required allowed to develop, tbe others 
being rubbed off. The plants will also 
need to be liberally fed during the grow¬ 
ing period. Whether in pots or planted 
out, tills is the way to obtain the largest 
clusters. It must be borne in mind that 
this treatment, if continued, weakens the 
constitution of the plants, which in time 
become less effective than those which 
carry medium-sized flower-heads. While 
the variety grandiflora, to which the above 
remarks apply, is so generally grown, the 
typical Hydrangea paniculata is very sel¬ 
dom met with. This is of sturdier growth, 
while tlie leaves are more numerous mid 
of a deeper green than in grandiflora. Tlie 
flower-heads, too, are less massive, as tlie 
large sterile blooms are much fewer in 
number.—K. R. W. 

Erica Mackaif plena.— Authorities ap¬ 
pear to differ as to whether the typical 
form of this plant is a species, a hybrid 
between E. cHiaris and E. tetralix, or 
merely a variety of the last-named. It is 
a rare and beautiful double-flowered form 
originally found wild, 1 believe, in Galway. 
Uonblcness in flowers does not, of neces¬ 
sity, infer an increase of beauty; often 
the reverse. In the subject of this note, 
however, it would appear in some measure 
resiionsible for a greater display, reveal¬ 
ing more of the pink and white Apple- 
blossom-tinted flowers than is usual in the 
typical kind, thus rendering it to most 
flower lovers more welcome. It is among 
tlie dwarfest growers, and flowers from 
August onwards. The creeping jiortions of 
tlie stems root readily if covered with 
sandy peat, while cuttings prepared in tlie 
usual way also root freely.—E. H. 
Jenkins. 

Spiraea bullata. —In all probability this 
is the dwarfest of the shrubby members of 
the genus, tlie plant being not much more 
than a foot high, while it is also remark¬ 
able for its slow growth. Hence, it may 
be used in the rock garden or as ail edg¬ 
ing to beds of choice shrubs. The species, 
of Japanese origin, is dense habited, the 
growths terminated bv flattish corymbs of 
reddish flowers. Spreading laterally 
rather than otherwise, it roots freely, and 
may bo increased by division or cuttings. 
Its flowering season" is July.—E. J. 


GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 

HARD WINTERS AND INSECT TESTS. 
During the ]*ast winter tlie opinion was 
freely expressed that the exceptionally 
severe weather then experienced would be 
so destructive to iusect pests that in the 
growing time we should enjoy exceptional 
immunity from their attacks. The very 
reverse lias been the case, for I do not re¬ 
member this country to have been more 
nlilicted in this respect than has been the 
ease this spring and summer. A neighbour 
of mine said he thought that the small 
slugs would have, to a large extent, been 
killed, but lie found them quite as numer¬ 
ous as ever and uiore destructive. In my 
young days I collected butterflies aud 
moths, and at the close of a mild winter I 
happened to express the opinion to an ex¬ 
perienced entomologist that the "take” 
would be considerably above the average. 
He told me that I was mistaken, that the 
reverse would he the case, and explained 
that in a mihl season the birds were able 
to work busily and destroyed an infinite 
amount of eggs and larva', whereas in pro¬ 
longed severe weather they could obtain 
little or no food from Ihe ground, and 
should there be much snow and rain the 
eggs laid on the stems and branches of 
trees and shrubs would in a great measure 
be protected. Not only was this the case, 
but a hard winter is always destructive to 
birds, many dying through want of food. 
In open weather one may see tlie wren, tlie 
tit, and the hedge sparrow busily at work 
searching the bark of fruit-trees where tlie 
eggs of those insects that prey on the 
flowers and foliage of Apples and other 
fruit-trees are deposited, while (lie thrush, 
blackbird, starling, and other ground-feed¬ 
ing birds are busy. Wherever weeds have 
not been cleared off in late autumn they 
will be seen constantly hunting for worms, 
slugs, and beetles. All this is stopped in a 
time of hard frost. The small white and 
black slugs that cause havoc among seed¬ 
ling plants get as far away from the sur¬ 
face as possible, and I do not think that it 
ha nils them to become hard frozen. I 
know that frost does not kill snails, for I 
litive found them in pots and other things 
at the end of tlie winter, where they must 
have been frozen as hard as a brick. At 
the beginning of the winter tlie snail re¬ 
tires to some sheltered sisit, more. I think, 
with tlie object of being concealed from 
birds than to gain warmth. I have found 
snails hard frozen, have put thorn into 
warmth, and after a time they have been 
quite lively and apparently ready for a 
good meal. 

So far from the past winter having been 
destructive to insect life, iu some instances 
it appears to have had an opjiosite effect. 
Some fifleou years ago the large white 
butterfly seemed to lie sharing tlie fate of 
the black-veined white, and in tlie opinion 
of entomologists tlie question of its com¬ 
plete disappearance was only a matter of 
time. For some years I did not see a single 
specimen, and then a solitary ]uiir a il¬ 
licit red. In successive years one might see 
half-a-dozen, but this year we have them 
swarming all over tlie place, and only once 
— and that is nearly forty years ago—have 
I known them to be so numerous. Can 
anyone explain this wonderful reappear¬ 
ance in great numbers of an insect that 
only some five years ago was, iu this 
locality, to all appearance extinct? The 
little blue butterfly is another case in 
point. During the past forty years there 
have boon seasons when not a single speci¬ 
men was to be seen, and in what collectors 
call a “ good flying year ” one might sec a 
dozen. This season they could have been 

counted by hundreds. Our recreation 
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ground has not been touched tlda year, and 
this little butterfly swarms there. It is a 
pretty sight to see them flitting over the 
long Grass and expanding their wings on 
the flowers of the Hawkwecd. I have only 
once seen anything to compare with it in 
butterfly life, and that was when, making 
a botanical excursion in the woods of Nor¬ 
mandy, I came across a large colony of 
the White Admiral. There were hundreds 
of them sailing with the slow, graceful 
flight of this species over big Blackberry 
bushes. 

From all parts of the country come re¬ 
ports of the plague of caterpillars. There 
are myriads of the small white Cabbage 
butterfly, so that Winter Greens must be 
seriously affected. In a neighbouring gar¬ 
den the Black Currants are denuded of 
foliage by caterpillars, which I have never 
before known to occur, and the oldest in¬ 
habitant cannot remember to have wit¬ 
nessed such n virulent attack of the Cab¬ 
bage maggot. Such facts would seem to 


I>ay rewards for house-sparrows or their 
eggs should see that they get the right 
article. Young birds should not be ac¬ 
cepted till they are sufficiently fledged to 
be easily recognised as true house- 
sparrows. Finally, it should be clearly 
understood tliat many small birds are 
most useful in keeping down insects, and 
the Board would entirely disapprove of 
any general attack on small birds under 
the plea of sparrow-hunting. In countries 
where small birds have been destroyed 
wholesale disastrous results have fol¬ 
lowed, and care should be taken to coniine 
any systematic crusade to its proper ob¬ 
ject. Tlie house-sparrow is the culprit, 
and it alone should pay the penalty. 

One method of destroying house- 
sparrows Is to use poison. A few grains 
of corn are scattered for one or two morn¬ 
ings outside the farm buildings. When 
the sparrows have learnt to come for them 
readily the grains are wetted with a solu¬ 
tion of strychnine, allowed to dry, and 


the trees (unless just before fruit-picking) 
with lead arsenate are the measures to 
adopt.] 

Sliver leaf in Plums. —Has the continued 

restriction necessary to keep trees on 
walls within bounds anything to do with 
silver leaf in I’lums on some soils? I ask 
the question from observing a number of 
old trees in a neighbouring garden—wall 
trees and standards—apparently all 
planted at about the same time. More 
than half the trees on the walls have de¬ 
veloped silver leaf in a more or less aggra¬ 
vated form, and will have to be removed 
(in fact, from their appearance this ought 
to have been done a year or two ago), 
whereas the standards are quite free. One 
is prepared to find gumming both In 
Apricots and Plums following severe 
pruning when trees nre growing strongly, 
and I wondered, as noted above, if foliage 
might not sooner or later lie affected by 
other enemies to which the Plum is liable. 
The appearance of the. disease should in 



Group of purple Japanese Iris. Sheffield Park. 


prove that a severe winter does not affect 
the life and increase of those insects that 
prey on cultivated plants. .1, Cohnhill. 


DESTRUCTION OF SPARROWS. 
Some misunderstanding seems to have 
arisen about the action of the Board of 
Agriculture in recommending the destruc¬ 
tion of sparrows. It is the common 
house-sjwirrow that does the harm. True, 
it eats insects in the summer, but its con¬ 
sumption of grain in the autumn is enor¬ 
mous. Thus, house-sparrows must be 
diminished in number. The house- 
sparrow must not be confused with tbe 
hedge-sparrow, which is a useful bird and 
should be encouraged by all possible 
means. The hedge-sparrow lays a blue 
egg, and nests in hedges. Thus there 
must he no hedge-hunting with the idea 
of destroying sparrows. The house- 
sparrow's nest, with its white, brown- 
spotted eggs, should be sought for on 
houses, barns, stables, etc., under the 
eaves and in similap—places. Those who 

Google 


then scattered as before. The sparrows 
eat them freely and die at once. The 
poisoned grain must he used only in such 
a small quantity that it is sure to be all 
consumed by the sparrows, and, to pre¬ 
vent poultry from suffering, it must be 
"watched, or else an inaccessible place 
must be chosen. The amount of strych¬ 
nine necessary is so small that it will not 
hurt a cat which may chance to eat a 
poisoned sparrow. 


all cases be followed by the prompt re¬ 
moval of the tree, ns it very seldom re¬ 
covers, even if the attack is partial and 
only one or two branches are affected. 
Taking these away may prolong the life of 
the tree for one or two seasons, but the 
fruit is small and of poor quality. It Is 
not often one finds silver leaf on trees 
growing like those in the garden above 
noted in a rather heavy loam overlying 
clay.—E. B. S., Hardwick. 


VOTES AND REPLIES. 

The vapourer-moth. —Kindly tell me 
the name of this caterpillar and the best 
way of exterminating it? — Mbs. Baii.ey, 
Invercloy, Inverness. 

[The caterpillar sent is that of the com¬ 
mon vnpourer moth. The best way of 
dealing with it is to search for the chrysa¬ 
lids and coccoons and destroy them. Fail¬ 
ing this, hand-picking the caterpillars off 
the plants attacked (almost all sorts of 
fruit-trees and some ornamental trees and i 
shrubs are liable to attack) or spraying | 


ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

PURPEE JAPANESE IRIS BY WATER. 
Tins was a lovely group just in the right 
place by the water side and consisting of 
one good purple kind only. There are far 
too many striped and splotched kinds in 
cultivation, the self-coloured forms being 
much more beautiful close at hand, and 
also in effect. Growers could hardly do a 
better service than select good, simple 
colours and increase such. W. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

MURDERING THE MARROWS. 

Now there is a glut of those, a few reeiiios 
may bring relief from the appalling sight 
ami insipid taste of a British cooked (V) 
Marrow. A witty cordon bleu said that 
in England vegetables were only pro] mi red 
for cooking, and not even prepared pro¬ 
perly. He then enlarged upon the awful 
“railway station paste” With which an 
English cook attempts lo hide her ignor¬ 
ance by smearing it over Marrows, Beans, 
or anything else. (1) Take a dozen or 
more tiny Marrows about 2 inclips long, 
with the (lower still on, if you like, and 
throw them into boiling oil. In about 
eight minutes drain them out and serve 
on a very hot dish. Oil is not extravagant 
at all, since you can use it a dozen times 
or more, simply clarifying each time. (2) 
Cut a fair-sized Marrow (about 10 inches 
to 12 inches) into slices about half an ineli 
to three-quarters of an inch thick, fry in 
oil nutter or with rashers of bacon, and 
serve very hot together with the bacon. 
This is excellent as a breakfast or 
luncheon dish. Never under any circum¬ 
stances remove either the skin or the pips 
of Marrows, also never cook soda witli 
any vegetable. 

Makkow soup.— A delicious soup can 
also be made of Marrows. Perhaps you 
have steamed or cooked a Cauliflower 
yesterday, perhaps Carrots or Turnips • in 
fact, anything (except Cabbage). You 
have, of course, kept the liquor—every 
trained cook does. Then fry some Onion 
in any fat you like, except ihutton—you 
can fry it on your casserole—add the 
vegetable stock we spoke of, cut up the 
Marrow—skin, pips, and all—add a little 
mace, salt, pepper, and sugar, and when 
thoroughly cooked rub through a sieve till 
every particle is used'; return it to the 
casserole if wanted richer or more nourish¬ 
ing, and add milk or cream. In Italy a 
quickly prepared and delicious soup is 
made simply from an Onion, a Parsnip, a 
Leek, and a Turnip, (or Radishes too old 
and Hot to eat) boiled in two quarts of 
water, rubbed through a sieve, etc., as 
above, and flavoured to taste. —(Mrs.) 
11. M.-C. in The. Garden. 


THE WHORTLEBERRY. 

It is tile wind-swept hills that produce in 
such profusion this exquisite little fruit, 
known also ns Bilberry, Blueberry, and 
“ hurts,” ns tile country children call 
them; and almost throughout Southern 
England the children have been gathering 
them. If ever there was child labour that 
•seems justifiable it is the winning of the 
Whortleberry harvest. l<’rom time im¬ 
memorial it lias lieon the business of 
pixies, fairies, and human children to 
gather in the purple berries. Years ago 
the first laird Brabourne, a dainty teller 
of Kentish folk-lore, drew a picture of 
woodland pixies, “The Bilberry Men,” 
piling up great mounds of the fruit in 
lonely ways. But it. may lie doubted if 
folk-lore fancy in this res-peet is so ex¬ 
quisite as the reality on which the folk¬ 
tales are based; the little children of the 
lonely townships and villages wandering 
up into the hills, basket on arm, to come 
borne laden with fruit, with faces, hands, 
arms, knees stained as it were witli 
British woad out of all human recognition. 
Pixie-like indeed are tile little folk as 
they are to lie met with in the openings 
off tile pre historic roads where their an 
eestors in childhood for innumerable 
generations S]ient their days in late 
summer and early autumn in the same 
genial, sleepy task, competing one with 
another. A smallish child enn gather 
perhaps a gallmijn a day of this refresh¬ 
ing fruit, andjthis/^ip c | -Uitt|u 1 u» to the 



amount eateu. It must be remembered 
that this fairy work iy work, and stiff 
work, after all. To gather a gallon of 
“hurts” means many hours of bending 
over the low-lying bushes and the cease¬ 
less plucking by tiny, careful lingers of 
little pea-sized lierries that demand the 
earcfulle.st handling. A little |uirly sets 
out lieforc the sun is mighty, and carries 
with it a sufficiency of broadstuffs to eke 
out abundance of fruit. Up the hill, 
through Oaks and I’Jnes, along the 
ancient road the party wanders, plucking 
as it goes, until at last a silent oiiening is 
found covered with the Myrtle plants, 
where there is a harvest indeed for the 
gathering .—The Times. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Apricots in America.— I have read Mr. 
Morel’s article on Apricots and your note 
on it. There are no Apricots grown in 
tliis country except on our western coast, 
and, like all California fruit, they are 
quite insipid and flavourless when they 
reach here. We are having a very wet 
summer, but no hot weather at all until 
about a week ago. We are getting heavy 
crops, and I expect Potatoes will be 
cheaper next fall than ever they have been 
before, and we will have plenty of food for 
our allies.—J. W. Elliott, Pittsburg,’Pa. 

To cook Egg Plant (M.A.P.).—Cnt into 
slices J Inch thick without removing the 
skin; sprinkle salt over each slice; idle 
them and cover with a weight to press out 
their juice, which is bitter and more or less 
prisonous. Drain, and dip each slice first 
into fine crumbs, then into beaten egg and 
again into crumbs, and saut6 in hot fat. 
Fritters—Put Egg plant whole in boiling 
salted water, one tablespoonful vinegar; 
cook twenty minutes (till tender); mash 
and drain. To 1 pint Egg plant add ) cup¬ 
ful flour, 2 eggs well beaten, and salt and 
liepper. Fry in small cakes in hot fat, 
browning both sides. Egg plant is much 
eaten in U.S.A., and the first reeiiie is 
tile one mostly used.—li. E. 

Runners to eat.— May I suggest to all 
gourmets, esiieeially to those who grow 
their own vegetables, to try imagining 
there Is no iKissihllity of using a steel knife 
in tlie kitchen—in fact, it is truly a 
murderous wea|K*n where* vegetables are 
concerned. lad them pull off the hard 
stalk of their Runner Beans (young 
Beans, of course—not those more suitable 
for trench timbers) and steam or boil them 
with a little salt, but rto soda. They 
will never again even look at the horrid 
mess of steel-tasting splinters called 
“ Beans.” Even when cold their delicate 
flavour remains, and a more delicious 
salad could not be imagined either with 
or without herbs and other vegetables. 
By “ herbs ” I do not mean Parsley, 
which seems the highest ideal of the un¬ 
trained cook, but every herb that is not 
Parsley. May I give the suggestion of 
every much-l ravollcd gourmet? “ Never 
use soda, never laiil if you can steam, 
never remove either skin or pii>s of any¬ 
thing.”—(Mus.) B. M.-C., in Garden. 

The poor Potato.— To look across my 
Potato plots full of disease and then to the 
lines of healthy crops of vegetables is a 
dismal anil, in part, instructive sight. 
Here is a tuberous plant, so delicate that 
any excess of wet makes it the victim of a 
mildew, with the result that the roots are 
diseased beyond recovery. Tlie food from 
the tubers in such a year is very |««ir 
nourishment and almost tasteless. In our 
isles, set in grey and stormy seas, we 
must reckon with these unpleasant wet 
summers, which have one redeeming 
quality, that they nourish the hardy and 
esculent plants of our own regions. The 
lesson is to think more and more of tlieso 


latter, to grow them and cook them better, 
and add to (heir number where wo can. 
Also where the South American tuber can 
lie grown with more success on warm soils 
and drier districts it would be better to 
keep ils culture to such, limiting its use in 
many garden soils to early kinds—W. 

Wild fruit, —IPapi»ears to me that a con¬ 
siderable amount of nonsense is being writ¬ 
ten about tlie use of wild food. Probably 
there is an equal amount of money being 
wasted. This spring, owing to tlie hard 
winter, green garden food was not obtain¬ 
able, and Nettles and Dandelions certainly 
helped to supply a want, but that lack of 
greenstuff may not occur again for many 
years. Sow’ Thistles are good boiled in tlie 
same way as Spinach, hut are, at best, only 
a substitute. If the Powers-that-be are so 
eager to teach the cottagers something, let 
them teach them to gather the wild herbs 
for medicinal puriioses. Here the wild 
plants are of higher value than the culti¬ 
vated ones, and if we are going to keep 
the drug trade In our hands after the war 
we must tench our country dwellers to col¬ 
lect tlie wild herbs. Much has been done 
by voluntary collecting, but what is wanted 
is to teach the children what to gather, 
and to pay them tlie market value of the 
raw material. It Is almost impossible to 
get definite directions as to what herbs are 
required, methods of drying, etc. I en¬ 
quired of a secretary of the local gatherers, 
and lie blandly told me that if I gathered 
sufficient of two herbs and dried them he 
would lie glad to see what he could do! I 
asked about tlie best time for gathering, 
and method of drying, and he blandly 
shook his head and owned that he did not 
know! And he was a medical man!— 
II. T. C. • 

Cooking dried fruit.— The Feuillc d’ln- 
formation of tlie French Ministry of Agri¬ 
culture suggests tlie following recipe for 
prewiring for table the dried Apples, 
Peaches, and Pears for which the French 
provinces are so famous. It will Ik 1 useful 
in many parts of this country :—In a large 
pot, or terrlne, place the dried fruit, which 
should only fill a fourth iiart of the re¬ 
ceptacle. Pour over the fruit sufficient 
boiling water to fill the pot—that is to say, 
three parts of ladling water to one part of 
fruit—and set the pot aside, leaving the 
fruit steeping for a whole day, or a day 
and a night if necessary. The fruit will 
swell and become fresh and scented, like 
newly-gathered fruit. If any of the water 
remains over it may be reboiled with a 
little sugar, and it will make a rich syrup 
which can be (mured over the fruit when 
the latter is served. Do not cook dried 
fruit in any other way than this. If you 
boil it too much the fruit will become hard 
and lose all its original taste and fresh¬ 
ness. The right way to go to work is to 
peel the fruit, cut it into quarters, take 
away the cores, and then thoroughly dry 
in the sun; a short period of drying in a 
cool oven will finish the process. 

Sugar Beet.— Owing to tlie sugar 
scarcity this year I have grown a good 
quantity of Sugar Beet in my garden. I 
have tried boiling it with the fruit I want 
to preserve, but this is not successful, ns 
tlie preserves do not keep any longer than 
a week or so and tlien get mouldy on tlie 
top. I have also tried steeping it in cold 
water, but this is also a failure. 1 feel 
very much wasting the Beet, but nobody 
hereabouts seems to know how I can use 
it, and I shall he very grateful if vim can 
give me any information on tlie subject.— 
David In vino. 

Over-cooking vegetables. —Do not over¬ 
cook any vegetables, but remember that a 
certain crispness renders them far more 
wholesome and dainty. Most vegetables 
look as if they had been boiled to pap 
and then sat' upon—a truly nauseous 
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OUTDOOR PLANT& 

THE INDIAN CLEMATIS ON OLD 
YEW-TREES. 

It would not have been easy to persuade 
this free climber to ascend the old trees, 
but by planting In a border below the 
terrace on which they grow the shoots 
crossed over the wall and, year by year, 
crept lip the tree. Iteing on the shaded 
side of the tree the tlowers lust longer. 

W. 


A KIRKCUDBRIGHT ROOF GARDEN, 
lx the Royal Burgh of Kirkcudbright, and 
in the surrounding district, visitors are 
lavish of'their praises concerning the tine 
floral display which is to be seen surround¬ 
ing almost every villa, house, and cottage. 
One of the finest gardens is not seen by 
those who are passing through the '.neigh¬ 
bourhood. Tills is the garden of Bailie 
Hastings on the fiat roof of his business 


of the garden is occupied by tubfuls of the 
latter plants, all the brightest and best of 
the intermediate varieties of Snapdragon 
being, at present, in full bloom. In front 
of these tubs are large nnd deep boxes, 
and in these are some of the finest Ten- 
week Stocks which I have seen. The 
spikes nre large, branching, and massive, 
and the proportion of doubles is greater 
than is usually met with. These boxes are 
draiied with a good strain of blue Lobelia. 
One of the finest individual tubs in the 
garden is planted with that, at times, un¬ 
reliable subject Nemesia, which, whatever 
its behaviour may ho elsewhere, lias here 
done excellently. In boxes around llie 
sides of the square are to be found Chrys¬ 
anthemums, Asters, Marguerite Mrs. 
Sunders, Marigolds lioth dwarf and tall, 
Begonias, together with some of the hardy 
annuals like Candytuft, Virginian Stocks, 
and Cornflowers, while mention of two 
splendid tubs of Petunias must not be 
omitted. These boxes are edged with n 


Imbed, merely giving them the shelter of 
a frame, where they can be exposed in 
mild weather. Not only are the young 
plants much larger when planted out, but 
they can he got into their jiermanent posi¬ 
tions at a much earlier date than when 
brought along in warmth. In my' opinion, 
the less hardy flowers are subjected to 
artificial beat in the young stages of 
growth the better, liaise them cool, and 
keep them cool until they can be put into 
the open, and they will be in better trim 
to stand bad weather. I do not lielieve in 
propagating the ordinary race of Pent- 
stemons. In some years really good suc¬ 
culent cuttings are hard to get, and an 
indifferent cutting will never make a plant 
capable of developing to the fullest extent 
tlie decorative worth of tills fine hardy 
pla nt. 

In the ease of some species, such as 
Oobma, Murrayanus, and lieterophyllus, it 
Is, of course, necessary to take cuttings, 
and where it is desired to maintain n 



premises. Being a keen florist and handi¬ 
capped in respect of a suitable position iii 
which to grow his favourites, Mr. 
Hastings some years ago had the roof of 
his grain store altered so that it might 
accommodate boxes and tubs in which 
plants could l»e grown. The roof is of con¬ 
siderable extent, tile tuba and boxes are 
large, and a great variety of plants is 
grown—and grown well. 

A few notes taken on a recent visit 
will show the class of plants grown, 
and the list may be, perhaps, of use to 
others who have more modest roof gardens 
than that under notice. Tlie roof is a 
square, and at intervals around it are 
large tubs of choice varieties of Sweet 
Pens. Despite their lofty position and 
their comparatively restricted root-run 
these have succeeded perfectly, and, lieing 
trained on wire supports, add much to the 
effect of the garden as a whole. To drape 
the tubs, Nasturtiums are employed in 
some instinct's, although in others, instead 
of 


draping plants, 
i Antirrhinums 


sjjel* things 



The Indian Clematis on old Yeio-trecs. 

representative collection of well-grown 
Tufted Pansies, the whole forming a dis¬ 
play which could not be improved oil. All 
tlie plants mentioned Were in perfect 
health and gave signs of careful attentiou, 
and it may be said that the effect of the 
roof garden is enhanced by the delightful 
view obtained of the tidal estuary of tlie 
River Dee. In conversation with Bailie 
Hastings he said that he had given some 
attention to hardy plants for his roof gar¬ 
den, but had come to the conclusion that, 
on the whole, they were unsatisfactory, 
or, at any rate, not so satisfactory, gener¬ 
ally, as its present occupants. 

W. McGuffoo. 

Bnlmac, Kirkcudbright. 


PENTSTEMONS FROM SEED. 

I note that a correspondent advises sow¬ 
ing these in warmth in spring, stating 
that they will mostly bloom the following 
summer, which is quite true ; hut I have 
found that a safer way to ensure a good 
show of bloom is to sow early in August, 
allowing the seedlings to remain undis- 


stock of healthy blooming plants, this 
should be done annually, or there will be 
a danger of losing them. I once had 
charge of a trade establishment where 
Pentstemons were much in demand, and I 
found considerable difficulty in getting 
good cuttings from plants that had been 
allowed to flower. Many of them, 
although they made roots, never went 
away freely the following year; and if 
this’method of propagation is followed up 
the strength of the stock is much lowered. 
Plants not allowed to bloom and that 
have been well treated wall yield nice suc¬ 
culent cuttings that will root readily. I 
have propagated Pentstemons in warmth, 
but do not like this form of increase for 
reasons above mentioned ; but if a more 
rapid increase of the stock is imiieratlve, 
it may be practised. The plants which 
arc to furnish cuttings must, however, be 
grown and become thoroughly established 
in pots. Lifting from the open ground in 
autumn will not do, the probability being 
that they will damp off in winter. 
UNIVCKjI I T Ur IL|JI|jMHnftl 
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NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Edging plants for a Rose bed. —Please 
give the names of bright flat-growing 

i ierennials to cover a rock edging to a 
lose bed. I thought of Aubrietia, but 
want something with it to come into flower 
when that is over. South aspect, with 
wall at back.— Ihnobance. 

[In addition to the Aubrietias for the 
rock edging you might also try Snxifraga 
muscoides purpurea, S. Guildford Seed¬ 
ling, and S. sanguines superba. The 
subulata Phloxes, ns Vivid, Brightness, 
Daisy Hill, and Model, are all good if 
planted in rich, well-drained, sandy loam. 
Neisoni is a pure white variety. All these 
are practically with the Aubrietias in 
point of time, as is Campanula muralis, a 
particularly good plant for the purpose. 
Campanula garganiea, C. g. alba, C. W. G. 
Paine, and Veronica rupestris are good 
for later work. Gentiana acaulis should 
also he noted.] 

House-top gardens.— Were the thousands 
of men and women who flock in and out of 
the City every day able to cast their eyes 
over the parapets of some of the tall build¬ 
ings they would see with surprise minia¬ 
ture gardens that for beauty and useful¬ 
ness almost equal their own. . . . Till 
war came upon us, the dominant purpose 
of a roof garden was to produce a pleasant 
break In the dull monotony of slates, tiles, 
and stone parapets, but the constant warn¬ 
ings of the Food Controller and the in¬ 
sistent inroads on the housewife's purse 
caused by high prices have resulted in 
vegetables lining grown as well as flowers. 
Mr. Drake, with the assistance of his wife, 
has on the roof of »>7, Basinghall Street, 
combined both with admirable effect. In 
a series of tastefully-arranged boxes he 
has grown something like 50 lb. of Toma¬ 
toes, liis best plant producing fifty-one 
fruits. “ There are three of ns in family,” 
lie observed, “ and in the past two months 
we have had a good many breakfasts with 
Tomatoes as an addition to bacon, and 
witli prices at tli<‘[r present height it has 
been a considerable saving.” Around the 
parapet walls about the roof, hiding 
chimney-stacks and stonework, are Chrys¬ 
anthemums, Pelargoniums, Pinks, Feriis, 
Creepers, Climbing Roses, and other 
Plants. Looking over tile top of this build¬ 
ing, one might nlmost imagine oneself 
standing on the side of a hill viewing a 
series of gardens below, for on the roofs of 
lower buildings other tubs and boxes are 
laid out, in which Dahlias, Pelargoniums, 
Sunflowers, Beans, and Tomatoes are to be 
seen in profusion.— Telegraph. 

Hardy Fuchsias.— Despite the fact that 
many of the hardy Fuchsias were cut back 
more severely than usual Inst winter none 
of them here was killed outright. As soon 
as genial weather set in growth was rapid, 
but even then most of the plants are con¬ 
siderably dwarfer than usual, and many 
of them, especially a bush of Fuchsia 
gracilis, is a picture. While one of the 
oldest, this is, I consider, one of the best. 
A comparison can scarcely be drawn be¬ 
tween this and F. Riceartoni, as this latter 
is more robust in growth, but iu a general 
way I regard these two as unsurpassed. 
Still, there are many others deserving of a 
place in the garden, such as corallina or 
exoniensis and globosa being particularly 
desirable. These different hardy Fuchsias 
have had a considerable amount of atten¬ 
tion devoted to them within the last few 
years, and this is not to be wondered at, 
as during the latter part of the summer, 
and frequently till autumn is well ad¬ 
vanced, they make a fine display. For 
convenience of carriage these Fuchsias 
are. by nurserymen, frequently kept iu 
pots. When it is intended to plant them 
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out of doors established plants should be 
obtained in spring. If these are planted 
out as soon as frosts are over they will 
take good hold of the soil before winter.— 
W. T., Wimbledon. 

Herbaceous Phloxes and the weather.— 

The sunless, showery weather, detri¬ 
mental to many things at the present 
time, has prolonged the season of many 
flowering plants, this being specially 
noticeable with the decussnta section of 
Phloxes. The flowers of Phloxes have the 
reputation of being very short-lived, but. 
although this might have been true of 
the old sorts, with small, very flimsy 
blooms, it certainly does not apply to the 
newer varieties, with their large, substan¬ 
tial pips. I never remember them lasting 
so well. The dull weather is also re¬ 
sponsible for retaining the colour well on 
the bright, deep-hued seifs, ns repre¬ 
sented by Coquelieot and Le Mnhdi. 
These Phloxes, especially the varieties of 
dwarf, sturdy habit, will come safely 
through most seasons without staking, but 
with heavy rain and a strong wind they 
are bettor with a little support—that is. 
in exposed situations. If a mulch of good 
short manure be placed round the plants 
fairly early in the season it will, with the 
rains, have bellied to develop the trusses 
and keep the foliage fresh and green right 
down to (he base of the stems.—E. B. S., 
Hardwick. 

Snapdragons from cuttings. — Perhaps 
the greatest advantage in taking cuttings 
of Antirrhinums and wintering them in a 
cold frame is that they commence, as a 
■rule, to flower some weeks in advance of 
plants raised from seed sown iu heat, and 
one might add to this the certainty of 
securing a true variety. In a mild autumn 
these now popular plants bloom right on 
Into October, after which there is still time 
to hike the necessary cuttings; in fact, for 
a year or two I have made a practice of 
propagating about the end of October, 
keeping the lights closed for a few days 
only, and afterwards giving them plenty 
of air. It is only a question of affording 
them a slight shelter at the first, as they 
are very hardy and should have abundance 
of air. Any good garden soil with which 
has been mixed some coarse sand will suit 
them.— Townsman. 

Montbretias, — Few bulbous plants 
deteriorate so quickly if left to themselves 
as Montbretias. The finest flowers are 
always found where plenty of room is 
given. When permitted to grow into huge 
and confused clumps, flowers are sparsely 
produced and become poor. The antidote 
to this is to take the bulbs up in late 
autumn and replant in fresh quarters in 
fairly well manured soil. Montbretias, if 
attended to, seldom fail to reward the 
grower with plenty of blossoms and foliage, 
so useful for table decoration.— Leahuest. 

Senecio Wilson!. —Wilson’s Groundsel is 
a wonderful grower in the cool climate of 
some parts of Scotland. Nowhere have I 
seen it more vigorous or blooming better 
than in Perthshire, where the tall spikes 
of yellow above the massive-looking leaves 
acre most ornamental. Plants of com¬ 
paratively small size are more attractive 
than big clumps (except in large places for 
more distant effect, perhaps).—Ess. 


Fraxinus Ornus in Scotland. — The 

Manna Ash (Fraxinus Ornus) receives too 
scant consideration by intending planters. 
It is one which should not be forgotten 
by those wanting a flowering tree which 
will not exceed some 30 feet in height. It 
is seldom seen in Scotland, and some, 
doubt appears to exist as to its hardiness. 
This is quite unwarranted. It flowers 
well also in several of the Scottish coun¬ 
ties, and, among others, in Fifeshire, as 
well as in the more southerly shires.— 
8. A. 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

THE POMPON CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 
At very few Chrysanthemum shows are 
the Pompons represented nowadays, and 
unless an effort is made by a few en¬ 
thusiastic admirers of this type I fear we 
shall have few of these jiretty little flowers 
in the future. I tried last spring to ob¬ 
tain stock of a few of the better Pompous 
that I knew a man had been growing for 
some years. In the spring he asked me to 
call for the rooted cuttings, which I did. 
Imagine my surprise when I saw a few 
scrubby, mean-looking rooted cuttings of, 
I think, four varieties only, and not one of 
the beautiful sorts he nail to grow and 
which I used to admire. 1 was disap¬ 
pointed, but I made the most of the four 
varieties, and in the course of two months 
I had good plants of them, and to-day they 
are represented by splendid specimens 
planted outdoors. My object in planting 
these Pompons outdoors is, first of all, to 
test their worth for garden decoration for 
late displays in the open border, and 
secondly, to rejuvenate the stock by ac¬ 
cording the plants quite natural treatment. 
Cultivation in pots, and this of a poor 
character, has weakened the constitution 
of many of the Pompous, and one means 
of bringing them hack into cultivation and 
to popular esteem will lie by presenting 
stocks to would-be growers in a healthy 
and vigorous condition. I would lie ex¬ 
tremely obliged to anyone who would send 
me a piece or two of any Pompon Chrys¬ 
anthemum that can be spared. Any old 
piece will answer my purpose. 

The Chrysanthemum trade specialist has 
long since lost interest in the Pompons, 
and this is not to be wondered at when 
one considers how seldom they have been 
inquired for by the public. Chrysanthe¬ 
mum Societies are largely responsible for 
this state of affairs. Few societies ever 
think of providing classes for Pompons, 
and the trade very seldom represents them 
in their groups at the autumn shows. Lust 
year there was an exception to this rule 
in the case of one of our leading trade 
specialists, who exhibited a few novelties 
and gained awards for some of them. 

For many years the Pompon Chrys¬ 
anthemums were better shown at the 
Highgate and District Chrysanthemum 
Society’s Show than I have ever seen them, 
but, unfortunately, they are now very sel¬ 
dom seen, and the stocks have in several 
instances been completely lost. 

D. B. Crane. 

Woodview, Highgate , N. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Chrysanthemum Piercy’s Seedling. — 

Many, no doubt, will have noticed how 
early to flower this very useful hardy 
Chrysanthemum is when old stools are re¬ 
tained in a bed or border. These bloom 
well in advance of young plants raised 
from cuttings in spring, and, if smaller 
than those of the latter, the flowers are 
produced with greater profusion. No one, 
of course, is anxious for Chrysanthemums 
in early August, but as the ordinary 
summer-bedding plants have been but 
sparingly used during the present season 
the display given by these old plants of 
Piercy’s Seedling Is very useful, if just a 
trifle premature.—W. McG. 


Index and Binding Cases for completed 

Volume.—™* Index to Volume XXXVIII. of GARDEN¬ 
ING Illustrated is now ready /price 3d., post free Sld.K 
The Binding Case /or the same volume is also atwHabit 
(price Is. Od , by post In. Od.f. The Index and Binding 
Case can be obtained from any newsagent, or from ths 
Publisher, 63. Lincoln's Inn Fields. London, W.C. S. V 
ordered together, the price 0 / the Index and Binding Case is 
fa., post free. 
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VEGETABLES. 

HOP MANURE. 

[ have used Hop manure lor many years, 
both buried in the soil and as a mulch to 
prevent evaporation. It is certainly a suc¬ 
cess with Roses, herbaceous plants, and 
annuals. Wakeley’s Hop manure Is said 
lo be very strong, and I wonder whether 
I have used too much in the following 
Instances :—Paroehetus communis is usu¬ 
ally in full flower early in July at the 
latest. The soil in which it grows, at the 
edge of a tank, being quite exhausted, I 
used in May last sandy loam and leaf- 
mould, with a very moderate addition of 
hop manure. Three plants of Paroehetus 
cover a space of (i feet, or 7 feet, the trail- 
lug growths being in the water. There is 
not a single flower to be seen on the last 
day of August. A very warm border, the 
soil of which was totally exhausted, was 
dressed with Hop manure in April, and a 
number of Calceolaria ehelidonioides 
planted. The plants are very large, and 
only just beginning to flower—at least six 
weeks Inter than usual. A border dressed 
with Hop manure was planted in May 
with Clieiranthus Allionl and Viola John 
Garrig as an edging. In spite of the ex¬ 
treme drought, the flowers were first-rate 
up to the third week of July. The plants 
were then cut back and mulched with Hop 
manure. In .a very short time the flowers 
were even better than before, and are so 
now in spite of the heavy rains of the last 
fortnight. 

Row does Hop manure succeed with 
vegetables? All sorts of vegetables this 
season have been flrxt-rate—quite a record 
of success. Fortunately, I had plenty of 
good stable manure, and unlimited water 
was used daily from, early in May to the 
middle of August. My gardener used a 
toil-dressing of Hop manure ou plants of 
Celery, which were marked with sticks, 
aud does not think it had any effect. As 
the soil was deeply dug and manured, I 
do not see that a top-dressing could have 
any particular effect. I shall be glad to 
hear wliat your correspondents have to 
say as to (lie use of Hop manure for veget¬ 
ables. In many districts farmyard 
manure must, be very scarce. 

E. Charles Buxton. 


POTATO DISEASE SPREADING. 

Tnr, recent weather, according to the Food 
Production Deixirtment, has favoured the 
Potato disease (late blight), and although 
a huge part of the country is still appar¬ 
ently free from outbreaks, a number have 
been re inn-toil from various counties during 
the week, several of them in the London 
district and the South Midlands. Since 
the first case was reported about a month 
ago, near Fishguard in Pembrokeshire, 
oases have been notified from Glamorgan¬ 
shire and Carmarthenshire in Wales and 
from the following places in England : — 
St. Ives and Redruth (Cornwall); Kings- 
bridge, Barnstaple, Dolton, and Paignton 
(Devon) ; Bridport and Thorncombe 
(Dorset) ; Odiliam, and Brockenhurst 
(Hants); Bruton (Somerset) ; Devizes 
(Wilts); Hove, Eastbourne, and Newick. 
(Sussex); Farnham, Byfleet, Aldershot, 
(iodalming, Walton-on-Thames, Richmond 
(Surrey) ; Wooburn Green (Buckingham¬ 
shire) ; I-Inrpenden (Herts) ; Gloucester¬ 
shire, Herefordshire, and Northants (from 
the county town). The London area has 
also been affected, a case having been re¬ 
torted from Acton. It is expected by the 
Food Production Department’s experts 
that a large number of cases will occur on 
unsprayed plots during the next few weeks, 
and although it is very late now to spray, 
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spraying is still recommended where the 
haulm remains green, unaffected, or only 
slightly affected. Unfortunately, the late 
blight is uot. the only danger to the Potato 
crop induced by present weather condi¬ 
tions. A number of cases of crops rotting 
in the ground are being reported from 
badly drained clay land. 

The spraying campaign in Devon (where 
the.epidemic of late blight lias been most 
severe) was not initiated in time to pre¬ 
vent a great deal of damage that could 
have been avoided by earlier spraying. In 
the West Country generally there was an 
inexplicable prejudice against the only 
preventive measure so far known to 
science. However, with the assistance of 
police and soldiers the representatives of 
the Food Production Dejiartment, who 
were belatedly called in, have sprayed over 
a thousand acres in Devon and distributed 
upwards of 1,000 (it lb. cases of chemicals. 
They could not entirely stem the plague, 
hut, undoubtedly, their efforts bellied to 
obviate even worse injury to the crops. 
At least this campaign has converted the 
majority of the former opponents of spray¬ 
ing to a belief in its efficacy. One leader 
of the opiiosition, after seeing the compara¬ 
tive immunity enjoyed by sprayed crops 
n(sir badly damaged unsprayed crops, lias 
been addressing meetings in advocacy of 
spraying. Many resolutions have been 
passed by meetings of allotment holders 
and others in favour of spraying in future, 
and urging the authorities to carry out a 
winter educational campaign. Tile mayors 
of various Devonshire towns and many of 
the fanners have expressed their gratitude 
to the Food Production Department’s offi¬ 
cials for their assistance. Next spring 
there is little doubt that most West 
Country Potato growers will spray their 
crops. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Tomatoes diseased _I am sending you 

some Tomato leaves, and I shall lie very 
glad if you will tell me wliat lias happened 
to them. The plants, which were per¬ 
fectly healthy until some of the fruit was 
ripe, have borne very well. The disease 
does not appear to have affected the fruit 
at all. Tile plants are growing in a 
Peach-house, facing south, with sun heat 
only. I should like to know tile cause of 
this disease, so as to lie able to avoid it 
next year, if possible.—M. B. N., Mallow, 
Cork. 

[Tlie Tomato leaf submitted is infested 
with the well-known fungoid disease 
named Cladosporium fulvum, which is 
very destructive. Every affected leaf 
should be taken off and burnt, or, if the 
whole of the foliage is diseased, pull up 
the plants and burn them forthwith. Many 
of the fruits can lie induced to ripen if 
they arc laid on a shelf or stage in a green¬ 
house or vinery. Either burn or dress the 
soil in which the plants have been grown 
with hot lime, and avoid using it for the 
same purpose again. When cleaning the 
Peach-house next winter pay particular at¬ 
tention to that portion of it where the 
Tomatoes have been grown, and limewasli 
all brickwork in tlie vicinity. Use new 
compost for another season, and spray be¬ 
fore tlie plants come into flower with a 
solution of liver of sulphur, and again at 
intervals during the season. You can ob¬ 
tain tlie chemical from any chemist. Take 
} oz. and dissolve it in 1 gallon of warm 
water in which 2] oz. of soft soap have 
been previously dissolved. Then add 
enough water to make 3 gallons, and apply 
with a spraying syringe. If, in spite of 
these measures, the disease should appear, 
spray at once with a solution at double tbe 
strength named.] 

Wintering Beetroot.— A firm, medium¬ 
sized Beetroot of a rich colour is the most 


preferable, and the flavour is best when 
the roots are taken fresh from the ground. 
They will not stand severe frost, and if 
left to take care of themselves in the open 
during the winter without some amount 
of protection being afforded they will cer¬ 
tainly he seriously injured. To keep the 
roots healthy and crisp it is a good plan 
to lift all the roots, select those of the best 
and most useful size, and lay them in in 
a rather slanting position in trenches, ex¬ 
ercising every care not. to injure the roots 
more than possible during the process. 
First select a suitable position, open out 
a trench deep enough to hold the roots, 
and then place them side by side with the 
leaves intact and deep enough to bury tlie 
crowns about 2 inches beneath tlie sur¬ 
face. Cover the roots with soil taken 
from the next trench, parallel to the first 
about a foot away, and continue till the 
whole is finished. In this way good Beet¬ 
root may be had till the early crop of the 
Egyptian variety is ready in spring. In 
severe weather protect with a little long 
litter, leaves, or anything that will pre¬ 
vent the frost from entering tlie soil. We 
have kept Beetroot through many winters, 
also Carrots, in excellent condition in this 
manner.— Garden. 

Ordering seed Potatoes.— The difficulty 
experienced by many in securing sets of 
particular varieties of late Potatoes for 
planting last spring has taught them the 
value of sending in their orders early to 
avoid disappointment. A good few 
growers who secured seed tubers from 
Scotland intend to save I heir own seed, 
and generally speaking these turn out well. 
Mine, from home-saved seed, give promise 
of a good crop. It seems to me, however, 
that there will be a greater demand for first 
early varieties, and it Is to these that 
attention should lie given. Where ims- 
sible, co-operative trading, as in tlie ease 
of allotment associations, will bo found 
the cheaper method, and it behoves all 
who contemplate ordering, to do so as 
early as possible, whether for early or 
late sorts. It will be remembered that a 
good many seed tubers were siioileil owing 
to being frosted in transit, and this, as 
far as possible, should be guarded against. 
In saving one's own seed it is always best 
to select medium-sized tubers from roots 
that have yielded liberally, avoiding 
tubers, though they may be otherwise per¬ 
fect, that have been produced on roots 
yielding only a few. A few days in the 
oiien will be sufficient to “green” them, 
when they may he stored away until it is 
time to box them for sprouting in spring - 
W. F. D. 

Tomato notes. —Now the days arc get¬ 
ting shorter, with less sunlight, every 
effort should be made to mature the crop. 
It is many years since Tomatoes have been 
so promising In tlie open. Where the 
plants are growing strongly, it. is advis¬ 
able to reduce the moisture and feeding. 
All young growths should lie removed, only 
allowing the primary leaves to remain— 
those may lie shortened. I have never seen 
any advantage in removing the leaves. 
Some growers imagine that by allowing all 
the bloom to remain they will have a 
heavier crop. All flower-trusses that ap¬ 
pear after the first week in August should 
be removed. If four or five good trusses 
can be well ripened, these will be sufficient. 
I notice this year that where tbe plants 
have had only a moderate larder the crop 
is good.—J. C. 

Earthing-up Celery.—I am convinced, 
notwithstanding tlie trouble it Involves, 
that blanching Celery by using taper 
collars instead of earthing it up with soil 
is, in the long run, the more satisfactory 
method. My plan is to tie round each 
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plant in August, somewhat loosely at first, 
strips of stiff brown paper, and as the 
plants grow, slide the strips up, tying 
another strip at the bottom live or six 
■weeks later. This plan, although it takes 
time, enables one to get clean sticks well 
bleached, free from decay, which is not 
infrequently the cake when soil is 
“ banked ” up to them. 1 f bleaching needs 
to l>o hastened this may lie done by tilling 
up the space between the collar and plant 
with dry ashes. This “ dry ” method will 
be found to combat the entrance of slugs 
that often secrete themselves amongst soil 
when it is drawn about the plants. The 
“collar” plan, as everyone knows, i(j not 
novel, but it is rarely followed nowadays 
to any extent, because of the'trouble it 
entails, but I am satisfied it pays in the 
long run.— Woodbastwick. 

Storing Potatoes.— Much advice is being 
sought just now concerning the best 
methods of storing Potatoes by small 
growers. Probably Hie simplest plan is to 
store them in sacks in a cellar or outhouse, 
or, as will be done in many instances this 
winter. In a spare bedroom where outbuild¬ 
ings are not available. Tlie most im¬ 
portant thing to be borne in miml just now 
Is to see that the tubers are dry and sound 
and that none of them are diseased. To 
leave one or two that show signs of decay 
will probably lead to the loss of others. I 
have noticed this season some allotment 
holders filling sacks with newly-lifted 
Potatoes, some of them in a half-dry state. 
This is a mistake, and in the long run may 
prove costly. Potatoes should be spread 
out for a day or so where they will have a 
chance of drying. The less they are 
bruised in doing so, the better. Where 
their winter quarters are outhouses or 
sheds, it is well to have straw, Bracken, 
bags, or even dried Pea haulm to place 
over them in very severe weather.— Wood¬ 
bastwick. 

Spraying Potatoes or not? —An expert 
advised me uot to spray against disease, 
because lie had seen allotments where 
spraying with Burgundy mixture bad 
ruined the Potatoes, and that it would be 
Better to risk the disease than the spray 
poison. I asked him if the big growers of 
Potatoes in Scotland (he is a Scot) sprayed 
their Potato fields, and lie said no, they 
did uot believe in it. Another man I asked 
about spraying, and who has grown a good 
crop of Potatoes annually for many years 
in a large garden near here, said he had 
never sprayed, and did not intend to this 
venr, for the very good reason that the 
Potato blight had never made much differ¬ 
ence to his crops. One is forced into two 
minds when practical growers say do not 
spray, and the Food Control jieople almost 
Insist on spraying as of notional import¬ 
ance.—^ (Field. 

White Runner Beans.— It may interest 
readers to know liow extremely decorative 
the white-flowered Runners are. I have 
been experimenting with them this year 
(Sutton’s Mammoth and Carter's Jubilee) 
combined with Roses, both along fences 
and In large beds. The effect is lovely. 
Those along fences are staked in the ordin¬ 
ary way, but not very high—8 feet or there¬ 
abouts. Those in the beds are treated 
tripod fashion. Iu addition to the beauty 
of the butter-yellow bud and ivory-white 
blossom, there is, of course, the amazing 
fecundity of the white-flowered Bean. 
Considering what a horrid jar one's colour 
sense receives from scarlet Runners in 
juxtaposition with Roses, I am sure lieople 
would lie delighted with the white ones.— 
Boris in The Garden. 

Keeping weeds under —It is of the 

utmost importance that weeds in the 
garden shoulcFliS’ eradicated,! especially so 
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in the case of recently-acquired allotments. 
Amongst vegetables showery weather re¬ 
veals the fact whether the ground has been 
double dug or the top spit merely turned 
over. In the latter case it is almost cer¬ 
tain to be followed by a crop of weeds 
which it is not always easy to remove from 
growing crops. The hoc should lie kept 
well at work, as well as uprooting inter¬ 
lopers by hand. On Onion, Parsnip, mid 
Carrot beds the Dutch hoe is a most useful 
tool just now.— Leaiiurmt. 

Lifting Onions. —No hard-and-fast rule 
can be followed as to the date when all the 
bulbs ill a bed may be lifted, some Onions 
maturing earlier tliau others, but in cases 
where the foliage has died down, there is 
nothing gained after this date in longer 
delaying taking them up. In a lied of 
mine, containing three hundred Ailsa 
Craig, 1 have had to lift a few at a time, 
leaving the larger bulbs until tlie foliage, 
which has previously boon twisted, lias bad 
time to decay. Any that show signs of 
new growth from the crown, or are in any¬ 
way bruised, should at once lie taken up. 
'J'he sound bulbs should lie spread, out to 
dry before being stored for tne winter.— 
Woodbastwick. 

Kales, planting late _I have found it a 

good plan to defer planting these till all 
other green crops have been got out. It 
should be remembered these are not 
wanted till spring. Much of their value 
lies in the shoots they give after the head 
is cut. If good strong plants are put out 
any time in August all will be well. 
Another advantage is that, should the 
winter be very severe, they bear the cold 
better than when the stems are large and 
sappy.—J. C. 


BOOKS. 

“THE PRACTICAL BEE GUIDE.”* 

We welcome a further (the 3rd) edition 
of this deservedly iwpular guide to bee¬ 
keeping. It would be impossible to find, 
as we think, any hook on bees so packed 
with practical detail, and, which is just 
as important, so successful in- the system 
of indexing and cross-reference. What is 
wanted can be found at once if it is in this 
excellent hook at all. Because of its 
general reliability we cannot refrain from 
pointing out one -or two surprising omis¬ 
sions. The beginner, who is rightly re¬ 
commended to commence with “driven 
Bees, will find himself without clear 
guidance as to what to do with them aftci 
the “drive.” Again, the important sub¬ 
jects of ripe, and unripe honey are in¬ 
adequately dealt with. They are not 
directly-explained, and no advice is given 
how to save the exjiense of a * ripener, 
which is-an unnecessary appliance to the 
small liee-keeper. This is a common fault 
in books on bee-keeping. Further, our 
hopes of finding some quite up-to-date note 
on the prevalent Isle of Wight disease were 
disappointed. This is surely inexcusable 
in ail edition bearing the imprint of 191". 
and also in view of the successful use of 
liacterol by well-known bee-keepers during 
and since tlie spring of 1916. Lastly, we 
question the wisdom of saying that ex¬ 
tracting may safely be done out of doors, 
even “ with due precautions.” If tlie illus¬ 
tration on page 195 is one of genuine ex¬ 
tracting out of doors, where are. tlie Pre¬ 
cautions? “Never extract out of doors” 
is our advice, and we think Mr. Digges 
would agree. 

We warmly commend this book to all 
wli.i are interested in the subject. It is 
well written, well illustrated, well 
arranged, and well printed. Ils authoi is 
a master of the craft, who has read his 
subject widely and practised it success¬ 
fully. __ __ 

By Rev. J. ClTDigsen. M.A. Loudvn: Sluipkin, Mar¬ 
ti all, Hamilton. Kent, and Co.. Ltd. 


THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom September 4tu. —Hardy Fuchsias 
(in variety), Calycanthus florid us, Bud- 
dleias (in variety), Sambucus canadensis, 
Rhus (in variety). Viburnum Tinas, 
Ceanbthus (in variety), shrubby Veroni¬ 
cas (in variety), /Esenins parviflora. 
Catalpa juponica, Daphne Cii forum, 
Hydranyca panieuluta- yraudiflora. 
Spirit'd Aitchisoni, C'tcroilendron tricliu- 
tonium. Da patera Olbiq, Aluysia citrio- 
dora (sweet Verbena), Olcaria Uuasti, 
Vistas (in variety), ilyrtus Duma, Rliyn- 
cospermum jasminoides, Vacciutum Vitis 
I data, X pari iu m juneeum, Roses (species 
and varieties), Solatium jusin iiwides. 
Clematis (many species and varieties), 
Dvsmodium pendutiflonnn, Wistarias, 
Jastninum officinale affine, J. primuli- 
n it in, Indiyofcra Gcrardiana, Honey¬ 
suckles, Magnolia yraudiflora, Hyperi¬ 
cums (in variety), Rhododendron ferruyi- 
ncum, Gynerinms (Pampas Grass), Dy- 
thrum roseum, Polygonums (in variety), 
Dysimaehia clethroiiles, Guncrus Jonyus, 
Astilbes (in variety), Dobelia cardinalis, 
Senecio tanyhutieus, S. Clivorum. Nym¬ 
ph was (in variety), Sagittarius, Hemcro- 
eallis (in variety), Tritomus (in variety). 
Diliums (in variety), Hyacinthus candi- 
cans. Gladiolus (in variety), Vimicifuya 
racemosa, Ayapanihus umbellatus, Monl¬ 
ine lias (in variety), Romneya Coulteri, 
Asters (Michaelmas Daisies) (in variety). 
Delphiniums. Phlox (in variety), Murina 
lonyifolia, Thaliclrum dipierocarpuw, T. 
Delavayi, Coreopsis grandiflora, Hchinops 
(in variety), Hollyhocks, Heliehrysums 
(in variety), Eriyerons, Helcniums, 
Anemone japonica (in variety), Achilleas 
(in variety), Verbena venosa, Gcums (in 
variety), " Acanthus, Potcntillas (in 
variety). Anchusas, Chrysoyonum virgini- 
anum, Frodium Mancscavi, Salvia patens, 
8. Greiyi, 8. splcndens, Qentiana vsyh- 
piadea, Pentstcmons (in variety), Antir¬ 
rhinums, Heliotropes, Ageratums, Tufted 
Pansies (in variety), Canvas (in variety). 
East Lothian Slocks, Mescmbryaulhc- 
muins, Agrostemmas, Valerian. Funkias, 
Statice (in variety). Mignonette. 
Amaryllis Belladonna, Crinum Poicclli, 
Cyclamen hederwfoli u m , Colchieums, 
Androsacc lanuginosa, jTithionema grand i- 
florum, /E. pulehellum, Sedums, Dinarias, 
Antirrhinum Asarina, A. glutinosum. 
Veronica Dyalli, Nlerembergias, Pratia 
arenaria, Mitnulus (in variety), dwarf 
Campanulas, Tunica. Saxifraga, Cula- 
miittha alpina. Prunella Webbiana rosea, 
Omphalodes Luciliw, O. verna, (Enothcras 
(in variety), Pcnlstvmon lieterophyllus, 
Chelone Torreyi, Erigcron mucronatus. 
Saxifraga Fortunei, S. cortnswfolia. Con¬ 
volvulus maurilanicus, Parochctus com¬ 
munis, Genista humifusa, G. tinctoria, 
Helianthemums, Cheiranthus Atlioni. 
Mcrtensia echioidcs. 

The week’s work. —Annuals which 
have passed out of flower have heen 
cleared away, and the vacant places 
prepared in readiness for other hardy 
annuals, which will lie sown at tlie 
first favourable opportunity. There is 
a great difference in the stamina and 
continuous flowering of hardy annuals 
raised from seed in the autumn and those 
which arc spring-sown, tlie advantage 
lying with those sown in the autumn. 
Among others which may be sown now 
are Calliopsis, annual Chrysanthemums, 
Clarkia, Amarantlius eaudatus, Esch- 
scholtzia, Matthiola bicornis, Lavatera. 
Larkspur, Linums, Lupins, Malope, and 
Nemophila. The ground should be well 
prepared before sowing the seeds rather 
thickly to allow for losses by slugs, etc. 
Tlie seedlings must not be allowed to re¬ 
main ton thick, but he thinned gradually 
until they have got lieyond the size liable 
to attacks. Tlie incessant rains of August 
have caused the early-flowering Chrysan¬ 
themums to grow very tall. The earliest- 
flowering varieties are providing plenty o! 
blooms for cutting and brightening the 
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borders. See that the stakes and ties 
are in a proper condition, and give 
stronger stakes where necessary to make 
the plants secure against damage from 
heavy rains and winds. 

Violets intended for winter flowering in 
cold frames have formed strong crowns, 
and are being lifted with good halls 
of soil attached and planted about 1 foot 
apart each way with the foliage as near to 
the glass as possible. Soil from old 
Cucumber frames mixed with sifted road 
grit or mortar rubble is very suitable for 
Violets. Damping causes the greatest 
trouble among Violets in winter, hence 
the advantage of growing them in a porous 
soil. Water the plants thoroughly and 
keep the frame close and shaded during 
the day for the first week after planting, 
but afterwards admit plenty of air, re¬ 
moving the lights entirely on all favour- 
aide occasions. The recent severe storms 
have done a Considerable amount of 
damage to trees and shrubs. 

P. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall Gardens, Oundlc, yortlianls. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Raspberries. —The fruits of the autumn- 
hearing kinds should lie protected with 
netting from the ravages of birds. Before 
covering them in cut away all young canes 
springing from the base. To allow these 
to develop is a useless expenditure of the 
energies of the plants, to say nothing of 
their robbing and unduly shading the 
fruit. The same attention should be given 
to summer fruiters in regard to the sup¬ 
pression of all surplus young canes, 
whether of recent development or other¬ 
wise. If the old fruiting canes were cut 
out as advised, the reduction of those of 
the current season to the required mimlx'r 
can, if not done, be quickly effected. The 
strongest and best should he retained 
with an allowance for a filial selection to 
be made next spring. If these canes have 
not yet been secured to the trellis, they 
should be seen to at once, in ease they get 
broken by high winds, while it will also 
add to tiie appearance of the plantation 
and aid in the ripening of the canes. 

Orchard-house trees _For the same 

reason that it is advisable to deal with 
Vino and Peach tree borders in need of 
renewal wholly or in part at this time of 
year, so should orchard-house trees which 
require repotting or top-dressing have 
attention, if not now, very shortly. They 
will then emit new roots and recover ere 
winter sets in. Clean pots and crocks are 
essential for the purpose, and both should 
lie prepared beforehand. Loam of the 
best quality should he employed, and the 
compost should be similar to that recom¬ 
mended for Vine and Peach borders, with 
a few J-inch bones and some bone-meal 
added. " As much of the old soil as pos¬ 
sible should bo picked out from between 
the roots all over the halls with a pointed 
stick. The new compost, if, as it should 
lie, in a fairly dry condition, should be 
made very firm by ramming. Stand the 
trees outdoors afterwards if the house is 
required for Chrysanthemums ; in fact, 
they are the lietter for being stood out in 
the open for a month or two. 

Root-pruning and lifting. — Although 
too soon to begin this kind of work, 
trees which are in need of this treatment 
to check excess in growth and bring them 
to a fruitful condition should be marked 
so that a start can be made at the end of 
the month. If carried out while in full 
leaf they soon recover, the more quickly 
as a result of new roots being emitted 
directly after the operations have been 
carried out. Where possible, introduce 
some new fibrous loam and place it around 
the roots and add plenty of lime rubbish 
to the staple for all kinds of stone fruits. 

Pot Figs.— Bush trees in pots which arc 
annually forced early—ishould now receive 
whatever attention [they, iwqu'rox ini ihe 
way of repotting, et\*_ ira&Jing tlfeiAin a 


similar manner to the foregoing, using 
the same kind of compost. Figs planted 
out with their roots confined to a certain 
area by brick walls will also require the 
old mulching material and as much of the 
surfaco soil removed as can possibly be 
done, and a top-dressing of "new compost 
applied. When the roots are held in check 
by a trench filled with old mortar rub¬ 
bish the precaution should be taken to 
take out the latter in case any roots have 
found their wav through. These, if left 
undisturbed, will cause trouble in the near 
future. The top-dressing of borders which 
aro not restricted may Be left until after 
the pruning of the trees and the cleaning 
of the house havo been done later on. 

Cinerarias. —The latest raised lot of 
plants should be potted into 6-inch and 
7-inch pots without further delay and be 
stood on ashes in a frame or pit. The 
earliest hatch of plants, if still standing 
outdoors under the shade of a north 
wall, should he placed under cover— 
a cold pit answering well for this pur¬ 
pose—for some few weeks to come. Look 
well after the leaf-mining insects, which 
so often give trouble at this time of year; 
and vaporise if aphides are found on the 
foliage. The only tiling to do in the first- 
named instance is to diligently search for 
and crush the portion of the leaves con¬ 
taining the insects betwixt the linger and 
thumb. 

Mignonette. —Seeds for supplying plants 
to flower in the winter and spring should 
now be sown in 60-sized pots, standing 
them in a cold frame or pit. After the 
seedlings have been thinned down to five 
and the pots well filled with roots shift 
them into pots C inches and 7 inches in 
diameter, using as compost two thirds 
loam, one third decayed manure or leaf- 
soil, with a fair quantity of silver sand 
added. Put a little dried fowl or dried 
cow dung over the crocks. An airy shelf 
in a greenhouse is a good place for the 
plants after they have made a few leaves. 
Make another sowing in the course of 
three or four weeks. 

Schizanthus. —Seed of suck varieties as 
Wisetemensis, the large-flowered hybrids, 
etc., which are usually grown in pots, 
should now be sown and raised in gentle 
warmth. When the plants are strong 
enough place the pots or pans on a shelf 
well up to the light so that they may l>e 
strong and sturdy. When large enough, 
pot off singly into small pots. 

Intermediate and other Stocks.— Inter¬ 
mediate Stocks, such as the East Lothians, 
are indispensable for growing in pots for 
flowering in the greenhouse in spring. 
Seed of the different varieties should now 
he sown, the scarlet and white being the 
two best for pots. Other Stocks worthy 
of cultivation aro All the Year Round and 
Empress Elizabeth. The seed should lie 
sown thinly in pans to prevent the plants 
becoming drawn, and place them in a 
cool, light position as soon as two or three 
leaves have been made. Pot off as soon as 
large enough into small 60’s, and stand 
on a shelf in a greenhouse. 

Primula malacoides, etc _-The for- 

wardest hatch should be shifted into their 
flowering pots at once, and if required to 
bloom in December the pit may be kept 
a trifle closer than for those which will 
flower early in spring. The earliest- 
raised plants of P. kewensis should be 
similarly treated. Both like moist sur¬ 
roundings while making growth, and the 
pots should he stood on a bed of ashes, 
which should be kept damp. 

Hydrangea cuttings —Those put in 
some two months ago may now he shifted 
into 6-inch pots, standing them in a pit, 
and affording plenty of air. When well 
rooted they should he fully exposed in 
Older to get the wood thoroughly ripened. 
The succeeding lot may either be potted 
on or kept in the cutting pots till the turn 
of the year, and then he potted just which¬ 
ever is most convenient. A final hatch 
of cuttings may now he taken and potted 
singly jn small pots, placing a dash of 
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sand at the base of each to facilitate 
oallusing and ultimate rooting. These 
strike well in liandlights stood in a cold 
frame, or, if a small or light frame is at 
liberty, this will answer as well. The 
great thing is to keep the cuttings from 
flagging, which can only lie done by shad¬ 
ing and keeping the frame close until 
they commence to root. Plants resulting 
from cuttings inserted a year ago should, 
now they have completed new growth, be 
stood outside in full sun to get the wood 
well matured. Until the leaves begin to 
change colour do not stint tnem for water. 

Callas. —These should now l>e lifted and 
potted, placing them in a pit or green¬ 
house afterwards. Where the crowns 
have been kept in pots the summer 
through and stood in full sun to get well 
ripened) signs of new growth are now 
visible, which may he taken as an indica¬ 
tion that shaking out, dividing, if neces¬ 
sary, and repotting may be advanta¬ 
geously carried out. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Ripe Grapes _The air of vineries con¬ 

taining ripe Grapes should be dry, free 
ventilation being given at all times when 
the weather is favourable, with a little 
left oil at night when the weather is dry 
outside. If it is desirable to water in¬ 
side borders before the Grapes are all cut, 
do this in the morning of a fine day, and 
during damp weather keep up a circula¬ 
tion of warm water through the pipes; hut 
guard against too warm a temperature, 
which would encourage red-spider, detract 
from the colour of black Grapes, and 
cause them to shrivel. As soon as the 
Grapes are cut give inside borders a 
thorough soaking or diluted liquid manure, 
which, if the foliage is healthy, will assist 
bud development. Thoroughly free the 
foliage from red-spider and dust by syring¬ 
ing it with clear soot-water or a suitable 
insecticide, such as soluble petroleum, if 
it is necessary. Always hear in mind that 
one of the most important points in Grape 
culture is to preserve the foliage in a per¬ 
fectly healthy state until it falls natur¬ 
ally. Keep future lateral growths moder¬ 
ately suppressed, and if the wood is not 
sufficiently matured maintain a warm, 
airy atmosphere until it is so, when gradu¬ 
ally admit air, finally keeping the ventila¬ 
tors wide open both day and night. 

Richardias have boon lifted and potted 
up, using a rich compost of three parts 
turfy loam and one part dried cow manure, 
with a mixture of coarse sand and a little 
bone-meal, A considerable amount of the 
soil adhering to the roots is reduced, so as 
to admit of moderately small pots being 
used. Pot firmly, and provide thorough 
drainage as these plants require liberal 
feeding and abundance of water when 
established. When potted they should 
bo placed in a shady position and kept 
freely syringed to encourage root-action 
and maintain the foliage in a thoroughly 
healthy state. 

Gladioli. —The varieties of the early- 
flowering section are particularly suitable 
for pots and forcing for indoor decoration, 
and are also invaluable as cut flowers. 
The spikes when out will last a long time 
in water. Place five to six corms in a 
5-inch pot, using light, rich soil consist¬ 
ing chiefly of turfy loam, leaf-soil, and 
sharp' sand. Plunge the pots in leaf- 
mould, covering them with a few inches 
of the plunging material. 

Schizanthus seeds should now be sown 
to produce plants to flower in spring. 
Sow thinly in pans filled with light, sandy 
soil, and when large enough to handle 
prick out the young plants into pans or 
boxes. Keep them near the glass, and 
ventilate the structure freely, llepot the 
plants as soon as they require more root 
room, never allowing them to become pot- 
hound until they are in the pots ill which 
they '.ill flower! The Schizanthus is very 
impatient of heat. Keep the plants dur- 
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ing the winter in a cool frame, but pro¬ 
tect from frost. 

Calanthes, having now filled their pots 
with roots, require copious supplies of 
water whenever the compost becomes dry, 
but during dull weather water must be 
afforded with great care or the new leaves 
and pseudo bulbs will Itecnme diseased. 
The plants are now afforded weak liquid- 
manure at every alternate watering. It 
is important at this period to expose the 
plants to all the sunshine possible; also 
to admit plenty of fresh air at every 
favourable opportunity. The plants are 
stood well up to the roof glass, and so 
arranged that each receives its full share 
of sunlight. 

French Beans growing in pits and 
frames will need supporting. Ventilate 
freely during the morning W'hen the 
weather is favourable, but syringe and 
close the ventilators early in the after¬ 
noon. During cold nights the lights 
should be covered with mats. 

Celery. —The recent wet weather has 
suited this crop. Proceed with the earth¬ 
ing up of this at every favourable oppor¬ 
tunity, but never carry out the work when 
the leaves or stems are damp, or decay of 
the heart is likely to take place. 

Celeriac, or Turnip - rooted Celery, 
should receive every encouragement to 
make good roots before the winter sets 
in, as severe weather will injure it. Keep 
the surface soil constantly stirred, and 
drench the plants with manure water. 

Spinach. —This will have to be well 
attended to at this season to ensure a 
regular supply throughout the winter. 
Several sowings should yet be made to 
moke sure of this. So much depends on 
the kind of weather that is in store for us 
that no sot dates can be relied on for mak¬ 
ing the principal sowing, but, generally 
speaking, the first and second weeks ia 
September are about the time, for when 
the plants get too large they die off before 
winter. Before sowing, give the ground a 
good dressing of lime, soot, and wood 
ashes, and make the ground moderately 
firm. Son' thinly, and thin out the earlier 
crops as soon as the first rough leaf is 
made. Good Spinach cannot possibly be 
grown when overcrowded. 

Onions. —Complete the harvesting of 
all spring-sown crops as speedily as pos¬ 
sible, and see that the bulbs are 
thoroughly dry before storing them. 
Winter kinds sown last month should now 
be well up. Give a good sprinkling of 
soot and wood ashes, and, if very thick, 
thin out moderately, as these will pass 
through a severe winter more safely when 
not left too thickly together. Run the 
Dutch hoe between the rows frequently to 
keep down weeds and promote good 
growth. 

Carrots _The early roots have com¬ 

menced to split, and must he lifted with¬ 
out delay. Thin out tile latest sowings to 
about. 3 inches apart. 

Peas. —All late kinds have done re¬ 
markably well this season, and little diffi¬ 
culty should lie found in keeping up a 
good supply for several weeks. The 
latest should liavo their tops taken off, 
which will induce the pods to swell 
rapidly. On light soils the roots should 
be kept well watered unless the wet 
weather continues. 

Vegetable Marrows are unusually plen¬ 
tiful this season. This vegetable is very 
susceptible to injury from early frosts, 
and a covering of mats is not sufficient to 
protect the plants. If frost threatens, it 
is advisable to cut all mature fruits and 
store them in a perfectly dry place. Ripe 
Marrows are very acceptable in winter, 
either cooked alone or with Apples, so 
that none of the fruit need be wasted, as 
has often been the case in other years. 

Tomatoes. —The weather during the 
past few weeks has not been favourable 
to Tomatoes in thevopen air. 'Jhev should 
l>e kept free of Ml gaSv&th a0 liO^t 0 f the 


leaves removed, exposing the fruit to the 
sun and air as much as possible. As 
soon as they show the slightest signs of 
colouring cut and placo them under glass 
to finish, when the flavour will be much 
improved. 

Winter Lettuces. —Plants raised from 
seed sown a month ago are ready for 
planting out, and it is necessary to do this 
before they become drawn. These will be 
planted in a sheltered position, where pro¬ 
tection can be given it sharp frosts occur 
during Noveml>er. The next plantation 
will l>e made from plants raised a fort¬ 
night later, and these will be set out in 
cold frames, raising them to within 
18 inches of the lights, which will not bo 
placed in position until the late autumn, 
when they will Ire used to protect the 
plants from heavy rains or frost. 
Another sowing of hardy varieties will be 
made ou a south border to furnish plants 
for wintering in the open and planting out 
in the spring. F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Vegetable garden.— With the sowing of 
the various Brassicas usually made in 
August, and the sowing of autumn Onions 
finished, there is not much really pressing 
in the vegetable garden. Exhausted 
lines of Peas and of Broad Beans ought 
not to be allowed to remain, but should 
be promptly cleared off. Similarly, the 
Cauliflowers and Cabbages that have been 
cut may be pulled up and removed in order 
that the roots may not further impoverish 
the soil. Ripening Onions may have their 
necks bent over to assist in the maturing 
of the bulbs, and autumn Onions should 
now be pulled, cleaned, and placed in a 
sunny place to ripen off. Shallots and 
Potato Onions, now thoroughly dried, 
ought not to be permitted to lie about, 
but should be got into store without 
further delay. The latest sowings of 
Turnips now require thinning, w hich need 
not he quite so severe as has hitherto been 
the case. Celery can he moulded up as is 
required. Little and often is a good 
system when time allows, and is, I think, 
to be preferred to putting too large a bulk 
of soil to tile stems at any one time. 
Leeks, now growing rapidly, should be 
kept clean by hand-weeding or by hoeing, 
as may be the more convenient, and a 
little soil may be drawn to the necks of 
the plants if more blanch is desired. All 
through vegetable breaks and borders let 
the flat hoe be kept at work. Apart from 
the inherent value of hoeing, the scuffling 
of the surface keeps weeds down, and if 
got well in hand round about this particu¬ 
lar period they are not likely to be unduly 
troublesome again. 

Second early and maincrop Potatoes 

which are ripe can now be lifted and 
stored. In digging, wide-tined forks are 
preferable, these being less likely to muti¬ 
late the tubers as raising goes on. If, 
however, any happen to be injured they 
ought to bo kept apart from the bulk and 
used first. Let the lifting be pushed on 
when conditions are favourable. Other¬ 
wise, if delayed, further growth may en¬ 
sue, and tile crop may he, to a great ex¬ 
tent, spoiled. After lifting, let the haulm 
and weeds be raked off, and removed to 
the rot heap or smother heap. In 
the case of trie debris from the Potato 
ground, tile latter is, I think, the 
better way to dispose of it, as any in¬ 
cipient spores of disease will be destroyed 
by the fire. For storing, nothing is better 
than a cool, semi-dark shed or cellar, 
which can at present be well ventilated. 
Not a trace of disease is, so far, visible. 

Seed saving. —It is not, generally, pro¬ 
fitable to save seeds at home. This is 
better left to experts who have all tile 
modern appliances for thrashing and 
cleaning; but, occasionally, seeds of a par¬ 
ticularly good strain may lie usefully 
saved. During the week, therefore, a 
selection was made from a very fine plan¬ 
tation of Sweet William. Seed was taken 


from particularly fine plants only, and, 
after being gathered it was laid out thinly 
in the sun to dry. Shortly its vitality will 
be tested by small sowings under glass, 
and if this is satisfactory the seeds will 
lie stored for future use. It is always 
best in the ease of home-saved seeds to 
make certain that the germinating 
powers are good at as early a date as pos¬ 
sible after the seed is harvested. Other¬ 
wise, disappointment may follow when the 
seed is sown. 

Celery. —Continue to earth up as be¬ 
comes needful. If any suspicion is felt as 
to the lack of moisture at the roots, let 
the plants be well soaked before placing 
the soil to the stems. Celerv-fly, if pre¬ 
sent, soon makes itself apparent, and (lust¬ 
ing the foliage with dry soot is a reliable 
cure. It must, however, be frequently 
renewed. 

Arum Lilies. —These, which have been 
planted out during the summer, are now 
making strong and excellent growth. 
Plants so treated, if early blooms be re¬ 
quired, may now be lifted and potted up 
as becomes needful. In potting, a good 
heavy loam is recommended, with an 
allowance of J-inch bones. No sand at all 
is needed, and potting ought to be firmly 
done. Some introduce a sprinkling of 
soot among the soil, but this is not mean¬ 
time needed. Soot is a stimulant, and 
just at present if the loam be of good 
quality no feeding is desirable. Later on, 
when grow'th is fairly w r ell advanced, weak 
soot-water is beneficial, and aids not only 
tbe ‘spathes, but the foliage as well. 
When potted up, stand the plants either 
in cold frames or at the foot of a wall 
for a time, until they recover from the 
check. 

Nerines —If well ripened, the bulbs of 
Nerines may shortly be expected to push 
up their attractive flower-spikes. As soon 
as movement is visible, let the pots l>e 
plunged in a tank until the whole of the 
soil has become thoroughly moistened. 
While repotting, and especially breaking 
up, in the case of Nerines are best avoided 
until they become absolutely necessary, ob¬ 
servation has convinced me that the best 
time at which to undertake this work is 
immediately after flowering. 

Peaches ripening on walls require daily 
inspection. Be .careful not to bruise the 
fruits in the process of gathering—every 
bruise shows, and spoils tho appearance 
of the fruits. Ripening Peaches, by their 
perfume, attract enemies, such as voles 
and rats. A close watch ought, therefore, 
to he maintained, and should signs of 
these vermin be present get to work with 
traps, which are at this time preferable 
to poison. Damaged fruits, or those 
injured by pressure against wire, nail, or 
wall, attract alike bluebottle flies and 
ants. Such fruits should, therefore, he 
taken off whenever they are noticed. I 
have never known blackbirds or thrushes 
interfere with Peaches, even in cases 
where nets were not used. 

Chrysanthemums. —The usual routine 
work among Chrysanthemums must some¬ 
how' be carried out if these are to be a 
success. For the third year in succession 
it was determined to reduce the numbers 
grown, hut again this determination has 
not been carried out. Chrysanthemums 
are so very useful, and bulbs are so 
scarce, that for the particular season at 
which they are required there is nothing 
which so effectively fills their place. 
Earwigs are in some seasons much more 
numerous than during others; and this 
is one of their plentiful years. The 
usual orthodox traps, combined with 
regular inspection of the tips, of the 
plants, keep them to a great extent in 
check. 

Ripening Melons in pits.— As soon as 
Melons in pits, by appearance or by odour, 
give token of approaching ripeness, some 
difference in thd 1 routine treatment 
hitherto given becomes needful A chink 
of air ought to lie lefCat the top of the 
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sashes during the night; and free venti¬ 
lation during sunny days is indispensable. 
Some shade the glass as ripening ap¬ 
proaches. This is unnecessary if care is 
taken in the matter of ventilation. Some, 
too, at this stage entirely withhold water. 
This, too, is wrong. Of course excess of 
moisture may result in the fruits split¬ 
ting; hut, on the other hand, the entire 
stoppage of moisture will induce red- 
spider; and that, in turn, will most 
assuredly spoil the flavour of Melons. 
Therefore, let the bed be kept moderately 
moist yet awhile. It is time enough to 
stop watering when the last fruit on the 
plant shows symptoms of parting from 
the stem. 

Cutting time again draws nigh; and 
when the soil generally saved for cutting- 
boxes is in the right condition as regards 
moisture, a sufficient supply may he sifted 
in anticipation. If thrown up behind a 
wall in the form of a cone, and covered 
witn mats or hoards, it will not lose mois¬ 
ture, except, perhaps, superficially, by 
evaporation. Advantage may he taken of 
a wet day to look over the boxes and to 
wash such pans as may be needed. 

W. McGuffog. 

Baitnae Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Questions. — Queries and answers are in¬ 
serted in Gauoeni.no free of charge if corre- 
s/iondents follow these rules : All communications 
should be clearly written on one side of the paper 
only, and addressed to the Editor of Gardening, 
63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. B. 
Letters on business should he sent to the Pub¬ 
lisher. The name and address of the sender 
are required in addition to any designation he 
may desire to be used in the paper. 117; ni 
more than one query is sent each shcntld be on a 
separate piece of paper, the name and address 
being added to each. As Gardening has to be 
sent to press some days in advance of date, 
queries cannot always be replied to in the issue 
immediately following their receipt. IFe do riot 
reply to'queries by post. 

Naming plants. — All who wish their 
plants to be rightly named should send fair 
examples of each—the Mem, leaf, flower, or fruit. 

<Snippets of leaves and jioinls of shoots are use¬ 
less.) Mot more than four plants should be sent 
in any one week by the same correspondent. 
Where more than one kind is sent they should be 
numbered. Of conifers the fruit should always 
be sent. 

Naming fruit. —Several specimens in dif¬ 
ferent stages of colour and size of the same kind 
greatly assist in its determination. We have 
received from several correspondents single speci¬ 
mens of fruits for naming, these in many eases 
being unripe ami otherwise poor. We can under- 
lake to name only four varieties at a time. 


cutting produces a vigorous plant, so 
does ; iti like manner, a weakly, stunted 
cutting beget a specimen deficient of 
stamina and power to resist vicissitudes of 
climate. Take the cuttings off in October, 
insert them in free soil in a frame, and 
keep them there, merely protecting from 
frost. In March deeply dig the ground, 
well manure it, and by the latter end of 
the month plant out, protecting at night 
with flower-pots or a mat until the middle 
of April, affording them about that time 
a thick mulch of rotten dung. The early 
planting enables them to get firm hold of 
the soil by the time that the hot weather 
arrives. 

TREES AND 8HRITBS. 

Background for herbaceous border 

(A' osh acatch ) .—Certain of the plants 
named— e.g., Yucca, Paulownia, and Azara 
—would be very unusual for the purpose, 
not to say unsuitable, unless the scope 
was considerable, and of this you say 
nothing. The Paulownia, for example, 
attains to tree size in time, and for this 
reason we should exclude it even ill a small 
state in “clumps” from any such arrange¬ 
ment. The Azara would ilo well if kept 
within bounds, while the Yucca would be 
quite good at right or left flank, or both, 
rather than in the background. By your 
sketch, too, we notice that the exposure 
is an eastern one—certainly not the best 
for the Camellias, though the nearness to 
the coast might counteract any ills experi¬ 
enced further inland. Just what is right, 
however, will depend upon environment 
and a knowledge of the behaviour of like 
plants in the district. Of those named, 
we favour the Japanese Maples and Camel¬ 
lias, and as both exist in considerable 
variety, a belt of each in small groups 
flanked at light and left with Yuccas 
would probably prove the best. Lilium 
Henryi cropping up between would he 
quite effective. As to the Lily lied, groups 
both of the shrubs and the Lilies would 
lie the more effective way. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Black-spot On Roses (Ignorance ).—This 
is quite distinct from mildew. Spraying 
next year, before the disease shows itself, 
with Bordeaux mixture would lessen the 
attack if it did not actually stop it. All 
primings and dead leaves should be care¬ 
fully gathered up and at once burned. 

Calceolarias dying (Visa p pain ted). —Cal-' 
ceolarins are liable to go off in the manner 
described without apparent cause. The 
Calceolaria disease has long baffled tlie 
most experienced growers, and to such an 
extent, are its ravages feared, that the 
Calpeolaria nowadays is but little relied 
11 l >0 u for a summer di-splay. The dread 
destroyer seizes them just when they are 
coining into bloom, at a time when, owing 
to the great demand for moisture caused 
bv the development and expansion of the 
flowers, they are apt to suffer from want 
, '*■ " e 4,re not. aware of any treatment 

that will guarantee the plants entire im¬ 
munity from its ravages, but much may 
be done to lessen its viridenee. Ill The 
first, place, be sure a mjT get healthy. qut-» 
tmgs, as a strong, stu ^dyi (fr)c, lfgfllla(t 


Fruit-trees on clay soil (G. T. Calvert ).— 
On the fence facing east you may have 
early Pears, Cherries, and Plums; on 
that having a western aspect, mid-season 
and late Pears, the same with regard to 
dessert Cherries and mid-season and late 
Plums. On the fence facing north plant 
Morello, Kentish, and May Duke Cherries, 
and late Plums. As you omit to state 
length of fences, we are unable to say 
how many trees you would require for 
each, but if you would kindly supply de¬ 
tails in regard to this we should be glad 
to help you further, and give names of 
suitable varieties, also, if desired. 

Insects in fruit wall (Matt. R. Anderson). 
—We surmise your trouble to be due to 
red-spider, and very likely thrips as well, 
both species of insects generally being 
found on the leaves of plants and trees 
where dry, arid conditions are allowed to 
prevail. The best course for you to pur¬ 
sue is to syringe the face of the wall with 
a solution of an insecticide sold under the 
name of soluble paraffin. One application 
will not rid the wall and bushes of these 
pests, and you may, therefore, have to re¬ 
peat it several times before you can accom¬ 
plish their final destruction. A solution 
of Gishurst’s Compound would be equally 
effective if applied a few days in succes¬ 
sion. Next winter well spray the wall and 
hushes with caustic alkali solution— i.e., in 
December and again in the beginning of 
February. In the following summer wash 
the wall daily in hot weather with cold 
water, using a garden engine, syringe, or 
hose. 

VEGETABLES. 

Caterpillars on Cabbages (Canterbury ).— 
Hand-picking is the best remedy, but if the 
caterpillars are too numerous syringe the 
Cabbage plants with warm, mildly salt 
water, and soou after give a heavy wash¬ 
ing with clear water. Dustings of fine 
salt overnight, washed off with clear water 
the next morning, often do very much to 
destroy the caterpillars. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

-—Neither of the Apples you mention 
will do any good; in fact, the Newtown 
cannot be grown in this country. The 
D’Arcy is also doubtful, as it succeeds in 
but few gardens. Try Bramley’-s Seed¬ 
ling, one of our best late cooking Apples, 
or Lane’s Prince Albert, the latter doing, 
as a rule, well oil such soil as you have. 

-—IF. M. Crowfoot .—Tile liest way will 

be to lift the Gladioli norms in the autumn 

when the foliage has ripened off._ 

A. F. C .—Good early Potatoes ore Midlo¬ 
thian Early, Sharpe’s Express, Sir John 
Llewellyn, Witch Hill, and Duke of York. 
A very fine If cop is Cheltenham Green 

Top.- Veejet .—We fear there is no book 

m English oil Italian cookery. _ 

A. B. 11. S .—Your Celery has fallen a 
prey to the Celery Leaf-spot fungus. See 
reply to “In Trouble,’’ oil “Celery, 
fungus on,” in our issue of September 
8th, page 499. 


NAURS OP PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants — G. S. B.—l, Veronica 
spicata; 2, Astrantia major; 3, Solidago 

V lrgaurea; 4, Linaria purpurea.- E. A'. 

—1, Begonia fuchsioides; 2, Cyperus alter- 


Pavia maerostachya.- II. IF. C. _l' 

Dactylis glomerata; 2, Late flowers of 
Achillea The Pearl; 3, Hemeroeallis 

Kwanso: 4, Astrantia major.- II. S. G. 

—The Gentiaiiette (Phacelia campanu- 

laria).- C/tas. Oakfovd .—Looks lute a 

Cornus; but to name with any certainty 
must have better specimen.-— II. IF. 

Voel .— Leyeesteria formosa. - It. Grecn- 

ing.—l Sedum kamtschaticum; 2, Sedum 
Rhodiola (syn. Rhodiola rosea) ; 3, Fuchsia 

procumbens.- Y. A.—l, Hoya belIa;-2, 

Lilium speciosum, var. Melpomene.- 

It. II.—I, Phacelia tariacetifolia ; 2, 

Loosestrife (Lysimaehia vulgaris) ; 3, 

Eryngium Oliverianum; 4, Ceanothus 

azureus.- It. S .—1, Henbane (Hyos- 

cyamus niger).- Z. —1, The Throatwort 

(Trachelium coeruleum) ; 2, Erigeron 

speciosus; 3, Campanula lactiflora; 4, 

Campanula rapuneuloides.- G. A. S. — 

", Sedum Sieboldi variegatum; 2, Diplacus 
;lutinosus; 3, Spiraea Ulmaria; 4, Thalic- 

trum adiantifolium. - Gertrude. Ilol/e. _ 

Kindly send a more fully developed frond. 

- Arthur C. Cooper .—Villarsia nym- 

phieoides. 

Names of fruits_ J. Bancroft ,—Apple 

Yorkshire Greening.- A. If. Maude. — 

Small Pear: Jargonelle; Other, Please 

send when ripe.- O. S. ft. —Apples: 1, 

Jacob’s Seedling; 2, Juneating; 3, Mank’s 

Codlin; 4, Worcester Pearmain.- 

IF. 11. II. —1, Pear Jargonelle; 2, Wil¬ 
liam’s Boil Chretien; 3, Small fruit of 

Plum Victoria.-IF. L. —Apples: 1, 

Cellini; 2, Hawthornden; 3, Colonel 

Vaughan; 4, Mank’s Codlin.- S. II. S. 

—Apples: 1, Emperor Alexander: 2, The 
Queen ; 3, Cox's Orange ; 4, Cox’s Pomona. 
——IF. J. O .—A, Tower of Glamis; B, 
Worcester Pearmain. 


A magnificent gift. —Sir Harry James 
Veitcli has forwarded to the Secretary of 
the Gardeners’ Royal Benevolent Institu¬ 
tion a cheque for £500, accompanied by 
the following letter:—“Dear Mr. Ingram, 
—Twenty-five years ago my wife and I 
had the great, pleasure of giving a ‘Silver 
Wedding' thank-offering of £500 to the 
funds of the Gardeners’ Royal Bene¬ 
volent Institution. God in His great 
mercy has spared us to commemorate now 
the fiftieth anniversary of our wedding, 
and we have very much pleasure in send¬ 
ing as a ‘ Golden Wedding ’ thank-offer¬ 
ing a similar amount to that we gave in 
1892. I shall be glad to hear that the 
enclosed cheque for £500 reaches you 
safely. My wife and I hope the Com¬ 
mittee will treat this donation in the same 
way as that we sent on the previous oc¬ 
casion.” i inn ski* /•■■iiinm/'ii 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
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at popular prices. 

The most reliable substitute for stable manure, mixed 
by our special process, is cleaner to handle, and gives 
better results, and ready for immediate use. Highly 
recommended by all Horticultural .Societies, as specially 
adapted for mixing with the soil in preparing for the 
Spring and Summer Crops. 

Sent on receipt of I’.O. 56 lbs , 2s. 6d.; 1 cwt., 3s. 6d. ; 
2 cwt., 6s. 6.1. CARRIAGE RAID 60 miles by rail. 
Over that add 3d. per cwt. for every 50 miles, or part. 

A. W. MASKELL & CO., Ltd., 

MASKELL’S WORKS, Dlrleton Road, West Ham. 




LATEST 

IN 

boilers. 

THE VICTOR 

AND 

THE PARK. 

Lints of Pipr*and 

Fitting* Free. 


T.W. Robinson 

Ltd.. 

Dennis Iron 
Works, 

STOURBRIDCE. 

THE STOURBRIDCE HEATINC 
APPARATUS 

FOR GREENHOUSES, 
CONSERVATORIES. &C. 
Moat economical and efficient. 
This apparatus lias attained 
great popularity. Made at our 
own foundry and under our 
own supervision, llefore order¬ 
ing elsewhere, send for Revised 
Price List, giving full particu¬ 
lars, free by post. 

J. & W. WOOD, 

Birmingham Street Foundry, 
STUU1U 1 ltlDGE 

lion cycles. 

Cash or monthly payments. 

8igned Guarantee for all time. 

Packed in crate free and carriage paid. 

Since 1905 X have advertised in this ’ 
and sold over 20.000 Machines. NO EXTRAS. Ml. 1 nmp. 
and everything included.Carnage paid. YOU OAN 
RIDE AND TEST THE MACHINE JOR 10 DAYS. 11 
YOU DO NOT APPROVE I PAY ALL CARRIAGE, l 
have thousands or testimonials. Wri to to-day “ 
and Catalogue, with illustrations and 
GEOROE BEATSON, LTD.. "l.ION CVCLh. IVOltiaS, 
85, MOSELEY STREET, BIRM IN GHAM __ 



GLASS.. 


8peolal Prloes for Cash with Order In HulL 
CLASS, 4/21 oa. 


Boies, 100 200 

eq. ft. aq. ft. 
12.14,15.16, 18,-1 AQ , m ?2 _ 
20,22.24 *12ln./*^ 

16, 17. 18, 20 x\ 

13i H. . , I ,- 

16, 18. 20. 22,24 f 44 
x 14in. J 

20.22.24 x 15in 
18. 20. 22, 24 i 

16in. : .. ) 

20.22.24 1 18in. 48- 


75 - 


46/- 79- 



Boxes, 100 200 

sq.ft, sn.ffc. 

8 x Bin. 26 6 45 - 

9 x 7in. 29 - 47/6 

10 x 8in. 32 6 59 - 

12,13,14.15x Sin. 35- 61- 

11.12.13.14 x 9in. 36 6 62 6 

12.13.14 x lOin. 39- 67- 
13 x 11 in. .. . 40- 68- 
16,18,20 x lOin. 4 *<>. rj&, 

16 ,18,20 xllin.j*““ dSt 

PUTTY, Best Soft.—1 cwt., 146; 4 cwt., 7 9; Jcwt., 

4 6; 14lbs., 2 6. 

DIAMONDS, 7/6 and 10/6 eaoh. 

GLASS CUTTERS. 6-wheel, 1/6 each. 

BEST MIXED PAINTS.-7-lb. levertlns. White, 
10 6 sterna; ordinary colours, 7/- per stone. 

F. Sc T. ROSS. LTD., 
■mBURTON ST., HULL. Estab. 1843 

FLOWER SHOW FIXTURES. 


SEPTEMBER. 

September 11.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Dahlia .Show. 

„ 14.—Southend Food Exhibition (2 days). 

,, 15.—03waldlwi8tle Horticultural Society. 

„ 34.—National Chrysanthemum Society’s Execu¬ 

tive Committee; National Chrysanthe¬ 
mum Society's Floral Committee. 

„ 25 — Royal Horticultural Society’s Vegetable 

Show. 

OCTOBER. 

October 2.—Royal Horticultural Society's Fruit Show (2 
days). 

8. —National Chrysanthemum Society's Floral 
Committee. 

9. —Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

22.—National Chrysanthemum Society’s Executive 

Committee; National Chrysanthemum 
Society's Floral Committee. 

23 —Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

29—National Chrysanthemum Society's Floral 
Committee. 

NOVEMBER. 

November 6.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees; 

National Chrysanthemum Society's 
Autumn Show (provisional date), Floral 
Committee. 

„ 19.—National Chrysanthemum Society’s Execu¬ 

tive Committee ; National Chrysanthe¬ 
mum Society’s Floral Committee. 

„ 20.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

DECEMBER. 

December 3.—National Chrysanthemum Society's Floral 
Committee. 

,, 4.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

17 —National Chrysanthemum Society's Execu¬ 
tive Committee. 


Advertisement Rates. 


We shall he glad if Secretaries of Horticul¬ 
tural Societies will kindly send the dates of 
their various shows to Editor , Gardening Illus¬ 
trated, 63, Lincoln'8 Inn Fields , London , W. C.2. 


Foremost for 
30 Years. 


“Horse 
Shoe” 
Boilers 

FOR ECONOMY. 

LIST 82x of 
Complete Appa¬ 
ratus post free. 

C.P. Kionell &Co. 

Ltd., 

65. Southwark St., 
LONDON, S.E. 1. 


BEAUTIFUL 

COLOURED PLATES DF FLOWERS 

FOR 

SCREENS AND SCRAP BOOKS. 



Size 12 inches by 0} inches. 

Very suitable for framing or keeping in 
Portfolios for Students and others. 


3 Specimen Copies, 6d. ; 12 for 1/6; 
25 for 3/-; 50 for 5/6; 100 for 10/- 


AU post free. II ’ell assorted, or customers' own 

selection. Specimen plate, post free, 3d. 


Address: MANAGER, 

63, Lincoln s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

A DICTIONARY of ENGLISH NAMES of 

Ljl PLANTS.—In. two Parts: English-Latin and Latin- 
English. By Win. Miller. 12s. ; post free. 126. tid. “A work 
of value which extends over a large field, including culti¬ 
vated native and foreign plants, trees and shrubs.”— Time*. 
—PUBLISHER. 63. Lincoln's Inn Fields. London. W .C. 2. 

pREMATION^urGOLDER’S G KEEN, N. W., 

and WOKING —Large chapels, organ. Provision for 
deposit of urns, and for monuments. I^ess costly than 
burial Descriptive bookletfreeon application to—LONDON 
CREMATION CO.. 324. Regent-street, W. Telegrams, 
“Crematorium, I»n don." Te lephone , 1907 Gerrard. 

rpHE APPLE in ORCHARD and GARDEN- 

■I- —Containing full account of its culture, with special 
chapter on A pplo Cookery. Price 6d.; by post, 8J. — 
PUBLISHER, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, W.C. 2. 


u 


IE you are interested in this week’s 

GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 


Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

“CARDENINC ILLUSTRATED.” 


Line Advertisements.— Single insertions. J1 per 
line, minimum three lines 1 about twenty words bli the first 
three lines, and nine words each additional line). 4* ront 
page, if guaranteed, Is. per line. No reduction for sonea. 

Terms for Display Advertisements. 10a. per 

inch (reduction for series). 

Advertisers not having a regular account at the office 
must accompany their orders with remittance. Orders and 
advertisement copy should be addressed— 

MANAGER, 

63, LINCOLN S INN FIELDS, LONDON, W.C. 2. 

VINES AND VINE CULTURE.—By A. F. 

V Barron, V M.H (late Superintendent of the Royal 
Horticultural Society s Gardens). Illustrated. Price 5s. 
net; post free. 5 b. 6d. Fifth edition. Describes and Illus¬ 
trates the Latest Grape Culture.—MANAGER, 63, Lincoln's 
Inn Fields. London W.C. 2._;_ 


When writing to Advertisers please mention 
CARDENINC ILLUSTRATED. 


Digitized by 


Google 


please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three months, 2/6; six 
months, 5/-; twelve months, 10/-; for Abroad, 12/-. Annual subscribers 
will receive the year s complete Index to the volume free of charge. 

To Publisher or Newsagent :— 

Please deliver “Gardening Illustrated" weekly for which I 

enclose _ 

Name ___——■--- 

(Mr., Mrs., or Miss) 

Address (in full) ------ 
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September 15, 1917. Telephone: Holborn 73L 
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STORM-PROOF PLANTS. 

Fob continuous rain-storms this is the 
worst season I have seen, and many of the 
usual flower-garden plants, Including the 
hardier Roses, have given way before their 
attacks. So it may be well to name a few 
things (hat have faced the trouble: — 

Clematis. —Best of all are the Japanese 
kinds, most beautiful climbers of the 
northern world, and it is astonishing how 
they take no heed of rain-storms that dull 
and depress almost everything in the 
garden. My plants arc nearly all on their 
natural roots, many of them in vigorous 
health for many years. 

Ren Dutch IIoneysuckij.. —A precious 
old plant that rejoices In the rain-storms ; 
handsome in bud and blossom. 

Henry’s Lily. —This is storm-proof, and 
goes on thriving in cool loam, as few 
Lilies will. 

Single Rose Irish Beauty.- Long in the 
same bed, never fails in a constant supply 
of flowers. It lakes no fear of the rain, 
and Is fuller of bloom than in a normal 
year. 

The hartxy African Lily (Agapanthus 
Mooreanus). — A valuable plant, quite 
hardy here and flowering abundantly in 
the nearly ceaseless rain. It'is in books 
classed as a variety of the old and larger 
kind, but it is quite distinct. 

Heaths. —The forms of our native kind 
are in their best trim in the rain ; also 
the Dorset Heath (E. ciliaris). 

Hardy Crinums.— All I grow of these are 
happy in the downpour on a raised border. 
I have few kinds, and wish to add to 
them. 

Tea Roses do not mind if the rain is not 
loo prolonged and sun comes out betimes. 
The kind that stood out as the best after 
heavy rain was Mrs. Waddell, a strong 
grower, handsome in flower and leaf. 

Tufted Pansies have enjoyed the rain, 
and done better than they usually do in 
the Son th. 

Cynoglossitm amabile. —This robust an¬ 
nual of Western China has withstood the 
rain-storm well, and is free and hardy in 
ordinary soil. Self-sown, it came through 
the winter untouched. 

I’entstemons and Phloxes are very fine 
and do not mind the rain. The tali 
Phloxes revel in the rain, which takes tlit? 
place of the water of the pond side in their 
native land. 

Pinks. —These, a race from seed raised 
by Messrs. Allwood Bros., of the Wivels- 
field Nursery, were pretty, and stood the 
downpour better than their near relation 
the Carnation. These Pinks are worth 
growing where the perennial plant is a 
failure, as it often is in heavy, wet soil. 

The blue Salvia.— Among the tender 
plants put out for the summer, the best 
is the old and fine blue Salvia patens, 
though not so good as usual. Heliotropes 
are a dismal failure, and will not again 
have one of my best beds. 

The Willow Gentian (G. nselepiadea) 
has been handsome all through August. 
A fine, hardy plant. 

Moser’s St. John's Wort.— Constantly 
in flower, and taking no notice of the 
storm. It was cut down in the winter, but 
started again. 

This Is written on one of the last days of 
August, the summer month that should 
give us the best show-nf garden fhiwers. 
and does not tpuctf oiiL^ie ,4tMi0al 


flowers, like the Asters, scarcely yet iu 
evidence, with their own good iiart to play 
iti the fall, which it is to lie hoped will be 
a line one. W. 

NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

Clematis Viticella in Scotland. —Mr. 

Arnott may lie interested to learn that 1 
grow this in a hedgerow sown direct years 
ago while the fence was being formed. It 
has flowered every year profusely, and 
varies prettily in colour. The hedgerow 
planting done at Intervals makes no differ¬ 
ence to it.—W., Sussex. 

The Connemara Heath in September. 

The only Heath that looked bad after the 
frost was the above, and I feared to lose it. 
Some of the dead tops were cut away, and 
now there is a bloom as fine as ever of all 
the forms of it we have, the usual wild 
form, the red, white, and the bicolor 
varieties, the prettiest little shrubs of the 
early autumn days. The name has been 
many times changed, with no good reason. 
The plant is a Heath, and keep to the 
Linmean name and tile English one.—W. 

The French Willow (Epilobium angusti- 
foiitim.—“I am no admirer of tlds plant, 
but during the present season an acci¬ 
dental occurrence lias shown that it lias, 
after ail, some flight value," snvs " W. 
McG.” 

[He is wrong. It has value, hat not iu 
the garden. Us true home is the copse or 
wood. I have it in wood and covert—very 
'graceful, nut in anyone's nay, showing its 
full stature, and handsome spikes of 
bloom. I like the white form, too, and 
increase it, meaning to pul it in a copse 
near house as soon as plentiful. —W.j 

Hardy Cypripediums.— I have just read 
with great interest your article in Gaii- 
denino (September 1st) on “ Hardy Cypri¬ 
pediums." I wonder whether you know 
how sweet-scented 0. guttntum is? It is 
quite ns strongly-scented as Lily of the 
Valley. I once found a patch of it, about 
20 feet by 10 feet, growing very thickly 
together, and close by an equally big patch 
of Lily of the Valley. This was in 
Russia. C. mneranthum grew sparingly 
in tile same woods, also C. Calceolus.— 
(Rev.) W. Fox, Soutliboume, Hants. 

Apricots in Armenia.— I think that the 
finest Apricots I have seen in Armenia 
were grown in the gardens of the 
Armenian monastery at Varag, some few 
miles from Van. This was in 1913. The 
fruit was large and very luscious. I was 
at Van again with the Russians last year 
(1910), but since 1 heard that everything at 
Varag had been destroyed and plundered 
by the Turks before their retreat I did not 
attempt to got there, being too much occu¬ 
pied witli relief work in Van itself. There 
is no reason, except Turkish “rule” or 
misrule, I imagine, why the Armenian 
plateau should not ho an exceedingly rich 
land. —Harold Buxton. 

Zauschneria californica.— As to a recent 
question ntmut the form of this plant I 
grow, it is the ordinary kind and the one 
first introduced to European gardens. It 
never fails to grow and flower well in any 
kind of “dry” wall. No doubt in some 
soils it would flower freely in the level 
borders, but I had plenty of places for it 
i 
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in the low, battered walls that are often 
needed to support banks in diversified 
ground. It is probable* there are other 
varieties or allied species in that flowery 
desert recently told of in your pages. My 
oldest plants are well over twenty years 
in place, with the result that they are 
lessened in vigour of brilliant bloom, so 1 
lio]»e to replant as far as I can and try this 
brilliant flower of the garden in autumn 
as an edging to flower beds and in various 
ways.—\V. 

Potentilla Friedrichseni.— Among the 
more recent additions to the shrubby sec¬ 
tion of (lie Cinquefoils this is not the 
least important. The plant is of bushy 
habit, readies a height of 3 feet or 4 feet 
when fully grown, and for a long time 
during summer and early autumn bears a 
profusion of soft, canary-yellow flowers. 
It is-probably the refined elm racier of the 
blossoms as much as the delicate colour¬ 
ing which appeals and which renders it so 
distinct. To describe it as a pale-coloured 
1*. fruticosa would lie to relegate it to the 
common-place among these plants. Tile 
foliage is green, and not of the glaucous 
or silvery-grey of the older species 
named. Happily, foot-high plants flower 
a.s freely as the larger examples, so that 
one has not long to wait for results. In 
tile smaller stale, too, it is valuable for 
the rock garden affording colour there 
when it is most needed. Those having it. 
should increase it by cuttings, and those 
who have not should get it.—E. H. 
Jenkins. 

Fuchsia Mmo. Cornellison.— This is men¬ 
tioned by Mr. Gallop in ids notes on 
“ Oiien-air gardening” in the issue of Sep- 
temlter 8th. It is Interesting as showing 
that a good variety still holds its own. 
It was sent out about the year IStiO, and 
lias remained a favourite to the present 
day. When it was first distributed varie¬ 
ties with a red tube and sepals and white 
corolla were comparatively few, though I 
daresay it would not lie an exaggeration to 
say that hundreds have been put into com¬ 
merce since then. It lias proved the 
hardiest of Fuchsias with white corollas, 
these being generally regarded ns green¬ 
house varieties only, but this may, with a 
little protection in winter, be looked upon 
as hardy in most districts. When asso¬ 
ciated with tile other hardy kinds the 
white corollas of the flowers afford a 
pleasing change from the dark sorts which 
so greatly predominate. Grown in pots, 
Mine. Cornellison is equally effective, and 
it is more used than any other of its colour 
for growing into large specimens, which 
are plunged in flower 1km] s during the sum¬ 
mer. The fairly sturdy growth and the 
fact that the flowers are not heavy enable 
it to resist wind hotter than varieties with 
largo double flowers. Another good old 
kind is Rose of Castile, which was sent out 
in the late 50's of the last century.—W. T. 

The lesser Periwinkle (Vinca minor).— 
This, referred to at page 47(5 as doing well 
under Yew-trees, is in every way a plant 
of an accommodating nature, and iu the 
smoke and dirt of London it will hold its 
own, and even thrive, where few other 
plants of an evergreen nature will live. I 
at one time lived In a by no means ideal 
part of London, and, having a bank 
opposite the windows which it was desired 
to funds!! with, if possible, a-low-growing 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 







516 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


September 22, 1917 


evergreen, I tried the ordinary form of the 
lesser Perwinkle. This proved a great 
success, and the bank was soon a mass of 
rich green leafage, while a few of the 
pretty blue flowers wore also borne, but 
not so freely as in a more open neighbour¬ 
hood. Strange to say, the young shoots 
were every summer attacked by green 
fly, which were so numerous ns to necessi¬ 
tate spraying with pa ratlin emulsion three 
or four times during the season. With 
this Periwinkle giving such satisfaction I 
tried the larger Vinca major, represented 
by two or three varieties, but they all soon 
died out, while a similar fate befel the 
Hose of Sharon (Hypericum ealycinmn). 
All were given the same treatment.—W. T. 

Rosa glutinosa. —The various wild Roses 
are at present very beautiful by reason of 
their brightly-coloured fruits, and many of 
them are worth growing for this feature 
alone, for they spread their beauty over a 
period of two or more months from early 
August onwards. Amongst other Hoses, 
R. glutinosa is conspicuous on account of 
its dwarf, spreading habit and large, 
highly-coloured fruits. It is a native of 
&J.E. Eurojie, Persia, and Asia Minor, ami 
forms stiff, spiny shoots, often less than 
IS inches high; those hut 3 inches or so 
above the ground, however, flower quite 
well. The flowering time is May and early 
June, the blooms being white and each 
about 1£ inches across. Usually they are 
borne singly or not more than two together 
from short, stiff, side shoots, and they arc 
succeeded by oval fruits each alsiut j inch 
long, which, by the middle of August, have 
assumed the orange-scarlet colour of the 
mature stage. Their chief tiecullarity lies 
in the stiff, gland tipped bail's with which 
the surface is thinly but conspicuously 
covered, the handling of the fruits leaving 
the lingers in a disagreeably sticky condi¬ 
tion. As the plant suckers freely it soon 
spreads over a considerable area if planted 
under congenial conditions, whieli include 
good loamy soil and a fair amount of sun. 
It is worth a place in the Rose garden, the 
front of a shrubbery, or in the rock gar¬ 
den. Increase is easily carried out by de¬ 
taching rooted suckers or by seeds.—D. 

Shelter for fruit.— The strong gale of a 
week ago, which was responsible for bring¬ 
ing down so much fruit, especially Apples 
and Pears, brings into notice the question 
as to whether a little more shelter could 
not in the majority of cases he provided. 
One has plenty of evidence of the desira¬ 
bility of this in the nice crops of fruit 
hanging in sheltered gardens, whereas in 
tiie open, trees are stripped. It is rather a 
difficult business where large areas of fruit 
are grown, although even then the evil 
may bo minimised by growing more bush 
trees and keeping the standards dwarfer, 
hut with small and medium-sized orchards 
and gardens, positions might he chosen for 
the better-class fruit where it would not 
be too much exposed. The loss of so many 
Apples will make it the more desirable to 
have those that remain in first-class condi¬ 
tion, and for this reason the gathering of 
the late varieties should bo held over so 
that there is no danger of shrivelling, and 
something devised to prevent the attack 
of tits and any other birds likely to cause 
mischief to the fruit. I have not noticed 
any tapping at present, but have put a 
plentiful supply of long strips of calico on 
the few trees in my small garden Unit are 
the first to attract tli« attention of (lie 
birds.—E. I >. S., Hardwick. 

Three brilliant native shrubs. I have 
just been round a covert. 1 made beside a 
lake some years ago, and things have come 
oil ill a surprising way of late. Most 

Digitized by CjOO^IC 


pleasing was the beauty in fruit of three 
native shrubs—the common Uarberry, the 
common single Guelder Rose, and the Way¬ 
faring-tree, the last rich in trusses of fruit, 
black and red, on the same bunch. The 
beauty of the fruit of all the trees could 
put be told in words. The Guelder Rose 1 
have in different positions. In one the 
height of the shrub is about twice that 
given in Hooker’s Flora, but botanists 
are often mistaken about height, as they 
are not enough in the open air. Over 
these three brilliant shrubs .of our own 
land was the Rowan-tree, which I was 
happy enough to plant in various positions 
—surely tile most brilliant tree in fruit of 
our land! f have a cut-leaved form, a nice 
tree, which I sent to France, anil which Mr. 
Maurice do . Vilniorln tells me was very 
acceptable to the French nurserymen, who 
are increasing it. There are other forms I 
do not know. The one called after Lord 
Fife is liked in France, but 1 never saw it 
in fruit.—W. 

Pyrus Maius floribunda. il may interest 
“J. E. F. 0.” (l»ge 491) to know that 
there are two quite distinct forms of Pyrus 
Maius tloribunda, or l’yrus florilmnda as 
it is now called. One i« the well-known 
typical kind and the second the variety 
atrosauguinea, whose flowers are of a 
much richer tint than those of the type, 
and they do not lose their colour to the 
same extent after expansion. Roth are 
equally free-flowering. An interesting fea¬ 
ture about this I’yrus is that it does not 
appear to have been discovered in a wild 
state, hence it is commonly regarded as a 
hybrid between two other species. Another 
free-flowering member of this section is 
Pyrus Schiedeekeri, whose pa le rose- 
coloured blossoms are later in expanding 
than those of tloribunda. , Resides this 
they are sometimes semi-double in charac¬ 
ter. All the above-named forms of Pyrus 
are, apart from their beauty ns flowering 
trees in the oiien ground, of considerable 
value for forcing. They readily respond 
to a gentle heat, and when laden with 
blossoms are very attractive In the green¬ 
house at a time when the plants out of 
doors are still iu their winter garb.— 
K. R. W. 

A Japanese Spindle Tree (Euonymus 
yedoensis).—The deciduous species of 
Euonymus can only be said to be of special 
interest during autumn, for they have no 
particular flower beauty, the blooms being 
small, dull in colour, and only conspicuous 
by their numbers, while the leaves do not 
possess special attractions throughout the 
summer. In autumn several species are 
included among Hie most beautiful shrubs 
in the garden by reason of their brightly- 
coloured fruits and seeds, and by the rich 
tints of their autumn foliage. The autumn 
effect of tlie common Spindle Tree. (E. 
europaras) is well known. There are cer¬ 
tain foreign allies that are even more at¬ 
tractive, and E. yedoensis is one of the 
number. It is not very well known, for it 
has only been brought into prominent 
notice within the Inst fifteen years. When 
grown naturally it forms a Large shrub 
with a flat, wide-spreading head, the leaves 
turning to a bright shade of red in autumn. 
From August onwards, however, for 
several weeks before the leaves colour, the 
bush is very attractive by reason of large 
quantities of red fruits of the familiar 
Euonymus shape, which, when split open, 
reveal Hie rich orange colour of the seeds 
within. So freely are. the fruits borne 
tliis year that the branches are weighed 
down by them. Fortunately, it is an easy 
shrill) to grow, thriving in ordinary gar¬ 
den soil and lieing easily increased by 
seeds and cuttings. Moreover, it is quite 
hardy. A sunny position is desirable.—D. 


FRUIT. 

GRAPE VINES IN THE AUTUMN. 
The weather for the greater part of the 
Slimmer has .not been ideal for Hie Grape 
Vine. Spells of cold, dull weather, suc¬ 
ceeded by very hot days, in tlie'early part 
of tin' summer, resulted in the scorching 
of the leaves in many vineries where 
amateurs could not pay attention to the 
ventilation. Later, when the berries were 
stoning, and, afterwards, becoming soft for 
the colouring stage, similar weather 
scalded many berries and in some cases, 
too, where the structures were well venti¬ 
lated. 

Owing to Hie high price of fuel and the 
difficulty of procuring even a few hundred¬ 
weights, my Vines have licen grown witli- 
out lire lieat, except at night for aliqiit a 
fortnight while the Muscats were in flower. 
Tlie late varieties, such as Gros Colman, 
Alicante, and Appley Towers, are begin¬ 
ning to colour now (tlie second week in 
August), and if the, weather proves 
favourable throughout the remainder 
of tiie month and September, the berries 
should be well coloured by tlie end of 
the flrst week ill October. If of good 
colour, then they will not be ri]ie 
enough lo eat till a few weeks later. 
In the ease of Gros Column, especially, 
some tire heal is necessary, no matter how 
well the berries finish. The artificial lieat 
causes sugar to form much more freely ia 
them, and then they not only keep sound 
much longer, but are sweeter and of better 
quality generally. I consider it. advisable 
to nicely warm tlie pi[«'s during Hie night 
from the middle of September till the same 
time in October. The berries of Appley 
Towers and. of course. I hose of Muscat 
of Alexandria, are much improved if the 
pities are warmed as suggested. It is 
necessary to use some lire lieat every week 
in tbe case of I he Muscats if the Grapes 
are to lie kept on the Vines several weeks 
after they are riite, else tlie berries will 
quickly become sjiotted and decay. The 
berries of Rlaek Alicante will rot if they 
are subjected to much artificial lieat. To 
lie on tlie safe side simply warm tiie pipes 
sufficiently to prevent a stagnant atmo¬ 
sphere. Indeed, this is really sufficient in 
the ease of other varieties', but whereas 
very hot pipes occasionally would not re¬ 
sult in harm to them, it would.cause the 
Alicante berries to burst and decay. 

East, winter I planted a White Tokay 
Vine, as it is a really fine Grape in appear¬ 
ance, almost, as imposing when well grown 
as Alicante, and can he grown very satis¬ 
factorily in the same house. My Vine had 
to 1)0 planted in a border of established 
Vines—sometimes it. is difficult to succeed 
in this way. 1 out it lull'd back, and the 
resultant leader has grown to a length of 
about .15 feet to date. The rod is becom¬ 
ing nut-brown, short-jointed, and very 
promising. When treating newly-planted 
Vines I generally stop the new leader when 
it lias grown (! feet long. I am a firm be¬ 
liever in keeping llie border soil in a nice 
moist, state throughout the winter. If a 
thorough watering be given when tlie 
berries are a little more Ilian half coloured, 
and a substantial surface mulch applied 
immediately, the soil will 'remain in a 
moist condition for many weeks, the mulch 
preventing undue evai mint ion, and thus 
lessening, also, the atmospheric moisture— 
a condition conducive lo (lie good keeping 
of tlie Grapes. Clean straw forms the best 
surface mulch, and if chopis-d short it will 
he still more,beneficial. When straw is 
used, care must 1«- taken, ns, if it contains 
any grains of corn, rats may invade the 
vinery, nmlpOjCtar- fopging in the si raw. 
cut Hie Grapes, especially Muscats, as I 
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learned to my sorrow many years ago. 
Then there is the ventilation to be con¬ 
sidered. The cultivator must practically 
close the bouse during foggy weather and 
frost, unless the pities are warmed, other¬ 
wise always ventilate a little at the top of 
the house, and increase it both at front and 
top for a few hours during a bright, sunny 
spell. ' G. G. I!. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

/Treatment of Apple-tree _I have a 

large Apple-tree in my garden. It is 
evidently a ve.ry old tree—it was in the 
wood twenty-five years and more ago, 
when I made a part of the wood into a 
garden. It is a glorious sight every 
spring when in bloom and produces enor¬ 
mous numbers of small Apples, which are 
excellent for Apple jelly, but it is now a 
tangled mass of branches, quite half of 
which should, 1 imagine, ho thinned out. 
Would you kindly inform me when this 
operation is best performed, and also if I 
had a good Apple grafted on it, it would 


will be tile more quickly formed. The 
final shortening of the branches should be 
done when the actual grafting takes place. 
If! the tree is healthy and the grafting 
properly performed there Is no reason why 
the undertaking should not prove a 
success. The fruitfulness should not be 
prejudiced, as trees thus treated invariably 
crop freely.] 

Banana cultivation.— The fruit comes to 
maturity about a year after the shoot is 
planted, the trunk of the tree subsequently 
attaining a height of from 8 feet to 10 feet 
and a girth of 30 inches. From this trunk, 
which is of a fibrous nature, are thrown 
out long Talm-like branches, at the junc¬ 
tion of which appears the fruit, each group 
of hunches, numbering from four to twelve, 
being called a “hand” and each hand 
having eight or ten Bananas upon it. A 
hunch of eight hands is the ordinary stan¬ 
dard size of “shipping” fruit. From the 
root of the tree several shoots or suckers 
sprout, each of which in turn becomes a , 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

CORYLOTSIS PAUCIFLORA. 

A native of Japan, this has been in culti¬ 
vation for a good many years, but, owing 
probably to the fact of its starting early 
into growth and thus being liable to injury 
from late spring frosts, it is but seldom 
seen. There are several species all early 
spring-flowering and all of Asiatic origin. 
From (lie specific name one would imagine 
that 0. paueitlora was not free-flowering, 
hut tlie opposite is the ease, as it blooms 
very freely, as may lie noted by the plant 
we figure to-day. It will in this country 
reach a height of from 8 feet to 4 feet, the 
pale yellow catkin-like flowers, which are 
sweet-scented, coming before the leaves 
(usually in March or early April), though 
in a very mild season we have seen them in 



be likely to he a success, and, if so, would 
it prejudice the fruitfulness of the tree?— 
BlltCHDAI.E. 

[The thinning oqj of the branches could 
he advantageously undertaken now or 
early next month, as, while the branches 
are still clothed witli leaves, a much hotter 
Idea is gained as to the distance it is 
necessary to leave them apart. Use a 
good sharp saw for cutting the brandies 
with, pare all file wounds quite smooth, 
and dress with paint or Stockholm tar. If 
the tree is quite healthy and in a vigorous 
condition there is no reason wily a good \ 
variety of Apple should not lie grafted on 
it next March or early in April. If you 
decide upon doing so the branches should 
be cut back in January uext to within 
about a foot of where you are desirous of 
inserting the grafts. In this case the 
branches should he thinned down to nine 
or twelve of the best situated, or so that 
when shortened back a^j^nimetrical-shaped 
head remains.. By ’ 1 


J vjO a 



land 


Corylopsis pauciflora. 

fresh tree. Tlie life of the Banana-tree, 
however, is not usually long, for it Is felled 
after tlie fruit is gathered, and sometimes, 
indeed, during tlie operation. Jamaica 
contains many Banana plantations, vary¬ 
ing in number of trees from lie,000 to 
200,000, for tlie most part cultivated by 
tlie small settlers in the different parishes. 
The cultivation is very primitive. Tlie 
land being cleared by a big iron hoe, a hole 
is dug and tlie sucker is planted in it, in 
most eases Nature doing all that is neces¬ 
sary, but in larger plantations tlie trees 
are planted with some degree of system in 
tlie form of squares, and trenches are dug 
for irrigation, the Banana thriving best in 
damp stiff soil. 


"The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds." —New Edition, 12th. rensed. with descriptioni 
of all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on t vootl. Cloth, mulinm Soo, ljs.: 
post free, las. Gd. Of all Booksellers or from the ojjict 
of GcitDKMNQ Illustrated, G3, Lincoln's Inn Fields. 
London, 1 V.C. t. 


February. The young leaves are also very 
effective, the centre being pule green with 
the margin bright reddish-brown. 


HYDRANGEA PANICULATA 
GRANDIFLORA. 

In the open air this can never fail to 
lie satisfactory if it gets anything like 
fair treatment. It is one of those tilings 
that can he relied on to bloom fairly well 
even in poor soils that are unfavourable to 
plant growth generally. At the same time 
it richly repays generous treatment, and, 
if given good soil and plenty of feeding, 
will reward tlie owner with a display of 
bloom which will he a surprise to those 
wlio may not hitherto have seen it doing 
well in the open air. This Hydrangea, 
like its nearly allied relative which has 
been in cultivation so many years under 
glass, is a gloss feeder. In tlie first place, 
as tlie object wi_ll.be to permanently estab¬ 
lish it, the ground should he deeply 
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trenched, working in some dung to a depth 
of 38 inches. A plant thus treated will 
make as much growth in one year as would 
ho the ease in three years in unprepared 
soil. 

There arc two ways of treating this 
Hydrangea after it has becothe established, 
one is to allow it to develop in the natural 
way, never using the knife, the other is 
to cut back hard every year. IS.v the 
former method more trusses are produced, 
but the heads of bloom will be much 
smaller. The maximum development of 
tloiwer-hcud can only be obtained by con¬ 
centrating the forces of the plant on one 
or two shoots. ]iy this method and by 
liberal winter manurlngs very big trusses 
of bloom will be produced. This Hydrangea 
has never beeu grown extensively by the 
owners of small gardens. By the great 
majority of them it seems to l>e unknown, 
hut its dwarf stature, compact habit, and 
effectiveness should render It welcome to 
those who have gardens of very moderate 
extent, but who desire as much variety ns 
possible. I would like to see a lot of the 
common rubbish rooted out of villa gar¬ 
dens and replaced by things which would 
be out of the ordinary way and would re¬ 
lieve monotony and confer distinction. 
This Hydrangea gives so much for a very 
little labour that it should take high rank 
with owners of gardens generally. 

Byfleet. 


VOTES AND REPLIES. 

Buddleia Colville! not blooming_I 

have a shrub, Buddleia Colvillei, planted 
five or six years ago, on a wall facing 
west. It has grown nearly 20 feet, and 
makes fine growth every• year, hut I can¬ 
not get it to hloom. I was told not to 
prune, and left it so until last April, when 
J tried cutting hack the .side shoots. The 
only result is that it has grown still 
stronger. It is planted in a gravel path, 
so gets no manure.— Cunningham. 

IThe more you prune Buddleia Col¬ 
villei the less likely you are to have it 
flower. It needs to attain almost tree like 
dimensions before flowers are produced, 
hence the letter way will be to leave it en¬ 
tirely alone. By doing this you will, no 
doubt, have flowers in time. It does not 
bloom with the same freedom as the other 
kinds; indeed, it was grown in this 
country for many years before flowers 
were produced.] 

Rosa rugosa as a seaside plant.— There 
are very few Itoses that will thrive near 
the sea. They are injured or killed out¬ 
right by salt-laden winds, as so many other 
plants are. This year in midsummer, gar¬ 
dens on the Norfolk coast were sixiilt by 
winds blowing from the sea. Eveu such 
trees as I’oplars, Willows, Hawthorns, 
and Elms were blasted, and many shrubs 
suffered. The one plant which stood out 
conspicuously ns being unaffected by the 
salt was the Japanese Rose (Rosa rugosa). 
Moreover, it grows vigorously iu a light, 
sandy soil, and would probably be quite 
happy in pure sand, provided there was 
sufficient moisture at the root to prevent 
parching. Not only do tlip shoots and 
leaves withstand the salt winds, but the 
plants flower and fruit freely, and they 
spread by means of suckers, which come 
up fat and strong several fret from their 
starting l«>ilit. Tills Rose should, there¬ 
fore, be largely used for borders, etc., In 
seaside gardens. It might also be planted 
to form hedges to serve as wind screens, 
and it might even be vised ns a sand binder. 
The large succulent fruits- are greedily 
eaten by birds, and through them the plant 
would almost certainly become widely dis¬ 
tributed in localities where it could grow 
unmolested. Has anyone tried the fruits 
for jam-muking 
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GARDEN PE8TS AND FRIENDS. 

AMERICAN GOOSEBERRY MILDEW’. 
The epidemic of American Gooseberry 
mildew which threatened some years ago 
to make the culture of Gooseberries iu 
England unprofitable, if not impossible, 
lias again declined. In spite of the diffi¬ 
culty exiierienced by many growers in 
getting labour for the necessary “tipping” 
of diseased bushes, many plantations were 
carefully attended to by their owners, 
though the work was carried out at a later 
season than Is desirable. Very few 
tipping notices were issued in 1915, and 
none were sent out in 1111(1, though a 
printed circular letter was sent to every 
occupier of infected premises urging the 
completion of tlie work at as early a date 
as possible. It Is satisfactory to know 
that the advice was taken in many in¬ 
stances by growers who have at last 
realised ttie advantages of the plan advo¬ 
cated by the Board. • Whether the im¬ 
proved condition of the gardens can be 
wholly ascribed to the tipping carried out. 
last year, and in previous years, it is, of 
course, impossible to say with certainty, 
but it is an understood fact that those 
growers who have consistently followed 
the Board’s advice have in many cases 
begun to reap their reward, while those 
who neglected the work or depended on a 
more or less perfunctory spraying have 
suffered severe loss. By universal ad¬ 
mission the quantity of diseased fruit 
sent to market lias very much diminished, 
especially in Ixindon, where, however, it 
was found necessary to prosecute In a few 
cases, and reports received from the in¬ 
spectors, show that this improvement was 
due mainly to a general reduction in the 
intensity of the disease. In Worcester¬ 
shire especially, where the .. American 
Gooseberry Mildew Order lias always been 
vigorously enforced by the Local 
Authority, the disease is now far less 
prevalent than formerly, and several gar¬ 
dens which have been under inspection for 
the Inst six or seven years have recently 
been officially declared free from disease. 
The reports from Devonshire anil Corn¬ 
wall also show that many gardens re¬ 
mained free from mildew in IMG, though 
disease was present in 1915. The only dis- 
trict where disease appears to be spread¬ 
ing Is the eastern counties anil a few 
places in the south where the infection 
has spread to private gardens. In many 
of these eases the owners have destroyed 
their affected bushes, so that it is hoped 
the disease will be kept in check. A num¬ 
ber of groups of allotments where a few 
Gooseberry bushes are grown were de¬ 
clared “infected areas” in 1915, and the 
regulations as to tipping which were en¬ 
forced seemed to have prevented any seri¬ 
ous spread of disease. 

Several exjieriments in the control of 
American Gooseberry mildew have been 
carried out during the past year, and re¬ 
ports on most of them have been published 
in the Board’s Journal. Eyre and Salmon 
have made a series of tests with am¬ 
monium sulphide, a new spray which ap¬ 
pears to check the mildew without dis¬ 
figuring the berries (Journal, February. 
1917, p. 1.09S). Lees has demonstrated 
tlmt the use of potassium sulphide, which 
lias hitherto proved unsatisfactory, can be 
made effective if mixed with a paraffin 
emulsion which overcomes surface tension 
and covers the leaf more completely. The 
attention of all occupiers of infected pre¬ 
mises lias been drawn to there reports, as 
well as to the use of lime sulphur as an 
effective spray by circular letter sent out 
In August and September, 1910. Tether- 
brldge and Cole have followed lip a clue I 



given last year and have experimented 
with the application of lime sulphur wash 
on affected bushes, demonstrating the ad¬ 
vantages of spraying upwards from below 
instead of downwards, as is usually done. 
According to their evidence, which was 
published in the form of an article iu the 
Board’s Journal (November, 1910, p. 750), 
this’ method gives far better results In 
checking the spread of disease. Horne lias 
also conducted a series of trials on the 
way in which the mildew spreads, and has 
shown that in certain circumstances 
Burgundy mixture lias given good results. 
All these experiments (mint to spraying 
as a means of keeping the disease iu check, 
and aim cliielly at securing a clean crop of 
Gooseberries. 

An inquiry has been conducted at 
the Pathological Laboratory at Kew with 
the object of ascertaining the best season 
for tipping, and whether the formed 
winter fruit of the American Gooseberry 
mildew is sterile or not. A number of 
shoots covered with the mycelium ot the 
mildew and bearing a quantity of l>eri- 
thecia were collected week by week from 
infected gardens in Kent and sent to the 
Laboratory for examination. The results 
showed that the perithecia are not formed 
in large quantities till August, and that 
those which persist on the bushes till late 
in the spring are, as a rule, sterile. It 
was also shown that alternations of mild 
and cold weather, such as were experi¬ 
enced in the autumn of 1915, caused the 
perithecia to hurst iu the autumn and re¬ 
lease the spores in great numbers. It may 
be assumed that these spores died without 
infecting the bushes, as at that season of 
the year the plants could hardly be sus¬ 
ceptible. If this deduction is correct it 
would appear that the diminution in the 
intensity of the disease in 1910 is, partly 
at least, due to the season exiierienced in 
the autumn of 1915, though it is probable 
that the cold, rainy weather that occurred 
in the spring of 1910 also retarded tlie 
development of the disease. It is certain 
that the first outbreak did not apiiear so 
early in 1910 as in former years, nor was 
much damage done till comparatively late. 
The inquiry into the subject is being 
continued, and it is liojxid that more 
definite results will be ascertained before 
long. 

On account of the prevalence of 
American Gooseberry mildew on the Con¬ 
tinent and the present impossibility of 
securing any control of affected consign¬ 
ments from abroad, the importation of 
Gooseberries was prohibited by order of 
the Board .—Journal of the Hoard of 
Agriculture. 


GARDEN ENEMIES. 

The note on imge -150 as to a big-bud- 
reslsting Black Currant is welcome rend¬ 
ing, because in many districts large areas 
of this useful fruit have bad to be up¬ 
rooted and its culture abandoned alto¬ 
gether, owing to the inroads of the 
destructive mite. Although so bad in cer¬ 
tain places, in others it Is practically un¬ 
known. This would bo strange if confined 
lo the enemy of the Black Currant, bat it 
is applicable to many other of the gar¬ 
dener's enemies, and renders it more 
difficult to Co lie with them, because a gar¬ 
dener going from one port of the country 
to another may encounter something of 
which up to that time lie may only have 
had theoretical experience. This is speci¬ 
ally true of very minute enemies of which 
the Black Currant mite may be taken as a 
type. I had personal experience of this 
some years ago after moving to a dry, 
sandy soil where, in 1 hot summers, I was 
bothered with the iniuute thrip on the 
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Begonia leaves. I thought at first It was 
some form of rust, caused by atmospheric 
influence, and it was a pocket microscope 
that showed the source of the trouble, and 
consequently I tie remedial measures to lie 
adopted, (liven a dry time and the first 
appearauce of the enemy the remedy is to 
mulch the surface lightly with sjicnt Mush¬ 
room or Hop manure broken up as finely 
ns possible and to keep this continually 
moist. 

When one reflects on the very diverse 
nature of our enemies the difficulty of 
coping with them is the more apparent. 
There are the miuute types as those above 
noted and the red spider, those that en¬ 
shroud themselves in a woolly covering, 
as the forms of Coccus and Eriotomn, the 
winged insects of migratory tendency like 
the earwig, the leaf burrowers as the 
grubs ol’ ssephrltis, and those which work 
their mischief beneath the surface like the 
leatherjacket and wireworm. Although 
Bed and White Currants are troubled with 
various enemies, there is nothing so 


have observed rings, circles, or parts of 
circles of Grass that are much greener I 
than the Grass either inside,or outside of 
the band forming the circle. After a time 
tile special materials upon which the 
mycelium of I lie fungus is living become 
exhausted, and the fungus, not having 
anything to lire upon in that area of 
ground, dies. The roots of Grasses find¬ 
ing an abundance of nourishment in the 
decaying fungus grow more strongly for a 
time and assume a greener apiienrnneo 
than the Grass outside the area which is 
not yet iiermeated by the fungus. At first 
the Grass presents the appearance of a 
green patch, nut. when the decaying re¬ 
mains of the fungus in turn become ex¬ 
hausted the Grass in the centre of the 
patch assumes a more starved appearance 
through the exhaustion of the soil than it 
did before tile arrival of the fungus spores. 
The bright green portion then for the first 
time presents the ap|iearance of a ring, 
which goes on increasing in size year after 
year as the radiating threads of the 


ROOM AND WINDOW. 

THE OENTIANETTE 

(PllACKUA CAMCAXPLAKIA). 

This is one of the fairest annuals that 
jewel the hills and fields of California. 
The blue of its flowers is as deep and true 
as that of any Gentian of the Alps. It 
will survive the winter in the o|>en ground, 
so I sow in September or early October in 
the open, and the freer and more open the 
soil tlie better. This past spring I had no 
hope of any plants surviving, but a few 
did in the Rose beds. Tills autumn 1 1io|n; 
to sow carefully, as the plants that grow 
should have a sturdier growth and a more 
prolonged bloom than the April-sown 
plants. For the house it may escape tile 
effects of copious summer ruins which 
injure the flowers in the beds. W. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Rhodanthes for the house.— Everyone 



disastrous in its effects as the mite of the 
Black Currant, but when bushes are 
allowed to get very old the foliage is sub¬ 
ject to a kind of black mildew, which 
arrests growth and defoliates them 
prematurely, causing depreciation of the 
fruit alike in size and quality. The 
remedy, of course, is to keep a stock of 
healthy young plants on hand and to make 
a new plantation as soon as the old bushes 
show signs of deterioration. E. B. S. 

Hardwick. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Fairy rings.— The green circles to be 
seen in pastures and.sometimes on lawns 
•lave been associated with the folklore and 
fairy tales of ancient times. Fairy tales 
have lost their significance, but the so- 
called fairy rings still exist, though they 
are known to be the result of the action of 
more commonplace agencies than fairies. 
They are the homes jif several species of 


agarics and other 
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mycelium penetrate fresh ground.— Lady's 
Pictorial. 

Caterpillar of the Death's Head-moth 

(Oso ).—Tlie grub you send is that of the 
Death's Head-moth (Acherontia ntropos). 
These caterpillars are usually found feed¬ 
ing on the leaves of tlie Potato, but they 
also feed on tlie Jasmine anil Nightshade. 
The uame has been given to It on account 
of a marking on the body just between the 
wings, which resembles a skull. The 
wings of the moth measure from 4 inches 
to o inches from tip to tip when fully ex¬ 
panded, the head and body measuring 
quite 2 inches long. The fore wings are of 
a dark brown colour with tawny markings, 
the hind wings yellow with two dark 
bands, the front part of the body dark 
brown, the rest of the body yellow, witli 
black bands. When fully grown, the 
caterpillar buries itself in the ground and 
becomes a chrysalis, in which condition it 
remains during the winter. 


who has a bit of glass can grow witli the 
greatest case these charming annuals, of 
which there are three varieties: alba 
(pure white), maculata (rosy pink), and 
Manglesi (rosy pink with a dark centre). 
Rhodanthes come under tlie category of 
Everlasting-flowers. No otiiers are so 
dainty and pretty. When (hey are care¬ 
fully gathered, dried, and kept, they are 
most useful ns a stand-by for the semi¬ 
flowerless days of winter. They come in 
well for table decoration . — Tlie Garden. 

[The prettiest of Everlasting-flowers, 
often forgotten or neglected. -4s the out- 
of-door sowings arc not always successful 
in cold soils It is as well to grow it under 
glass. Usually sown in April or early 
Hay in an open bed, it grows freely; but 
this year seed must have been wrong. 
There is reason for growing it under glass 
and having it in its best stale for use in 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

PREVENTING WASTE OF FRUIT. 
Mrcn has been done during the past two 
years to prevent waste botli in vegetables 
and fruit, but a considerable amount still 
goes on, in some eases preventable, in 
others, perhaps, almost unavoidable. This 
is more in evidence in private than in 
market gardens, for whereas in the latter 
provision is generally made for disposing 
of everything as it comes along, the sale 
of small amounts of surplus stock from 
private gardens is not always i>ossiblc, and 
it often finds its way to the manure heap, 
not so much in the way of small fruits 
which can generally be used, but witli the 
larger soft fruits not available for pre¬ 
serving. This is particularly the case with 
early Apples and Fears, of which too many 
are often planted of practically the same 
season, the result being that only a small 
percentage bolds out long enough to be lit 
for eating, 1’ears lining the shorter lived, 
although the remarks are applicable to 
both. Only a very few first early Fears 
are required, because at that season so 
many other fruits of first-class quality are 
available. In all eases where former 
plantings give more of this first early fruit 
than is required I should say by all means 
sacrifice some of the trees and substitute 
more serviceable sorts. One, or at most 
two, early trees are quite sufficient to 
satisfy the needs of a moderate-sized 
family. Apples Langley Pippin, James 
Grieve, and William’s Ron Chretien Pear 
(or, if the musky flavour is objection- 
abb', Beurre d’Amanlis and Fondante 
d'Automne) are useful sorts respectively 
in Apples and Pears. Irish Peach is one 
of the best Apples from a quality, stand¬ 
point, but it is not, a success on some soils. 
With regard to other large soft fruit there 
are not many gardens where the supply of 
Peaches and Nectarines is in excess of the 
demand, that is, they can be eaten as they 
come to maturity and the excess of 
Apricots and Plums can lie used for pre¬ 
serving. It will be advisable to allow the 
Plums likely to be used for this purpose to 
bang as long as jHissible this season, so 
that only a small quantity of sugar need 
be used in the process. Growers will be 
fortunate who have the more sugary varie¬ 
ties like the Gages, Golden Drop, Jeffer¬ 
son’s, Washington, and a few more of simi¬ 
lar character. The amount of Figs avail¬ 
able generally admits of their use in a 
green state, but a recipe In the “ Garden 
Pood” columns of Gardening as to the 
best way of preserving would be welcome 
in the event of a surplus. E. I!. 8. 

Hardwick. 


ECONOMY—ON PAPER. 

It seems to me a lot. of mischievous non¬ 
sense is being printed about the preserva¬ 
tion of fruits and vegetables, good and 
needful as this may be in very many 
eases and in the right, hands. Iiut 
there is not the slightest doubt that 
tons of useful vegetables arc even now 
being destroyed by amateurs in tlieir 
attempts to “dry” or otherwise pre¬ 
serve them. Rut why on earth should we 
try and dry Leeks and Onions at all when 
these will keep jierfoetly and lie very much 
more wholesome and succulent in the 
natural state? I quite agree with one of 
your esteemed contributors who questions 
tile wisdom (?) of bottling Leeks! To dry 
Carrots is equally absurd. Will some of 
the people who issue pamphlets on these 
subjects, ns though they were bent on add¬ 
ing newness difficulties and trials to our 
already difficult lives, tell us bow to liottie 
Potatoes and make candied fruits out of 
Violet blooms, or anything else equally in- 
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sane? Let me give an instance of the sort 
of tiling that is going on. A neighbour of 
mine put away in salt about 20 ill. of 
Kidney Reans, and was most careful to 
see that the latter were dry and clean, 
and they were projierly arranged between 
layers of “thoroughly dry” salt. The 
vessel was then placed on a dry shelf, but 
in. three days the Beans were floating 
about in a brine which looked like lialf- 
melted snow. They were shrivelled into 
the semblance of shreds of old Cabbage 
and as tough as old—well, shoe leather. 
They have all, including the salt, gone on 
to the rubbish-heap. Scores of other 
people in the same parish are doubtless 
doing the same thing, and that while visi¬ 
tors at a neighbouring seaside resort are 
paying Sd. |>er 11). for Kidney lieans.— 
A. T. J. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Flavour in Potatoes.— In reply to W. 
McG. I think the best-flavoured Potatoes 
1 have eaten were yellow in flesh. In 
Belgium, too, in the fine deep soil in many 
parts a very good Potato is yellow-fleshed. 
My favourite Potato to eat is Langwortliy, 
but I forget its colour.—E. I*. 

Bad cookery cf cereals. —Dumas the 
Elder declared, “ The English live on roast 
beef, the Italians on macaroni; but if the 
Italians do live on macaroni they do it 
supremely well.” The difference between 
English cooking and Continental lies 
greatly in the -varied methods the latter 
have of making simple food savoury, 
tasty, and easily digested. Many of the 
cereal dishes now on the average British 
table present a hidden danger. Those 
scones of Maize-flour, yellow- and crisp 
though they lie, are notat all what is suited 
to the human digestion, for the grain is 
not half cooked. Cereals that have not 
been thoroughly and completely cooked are 
quite indigestible. Homo housewives have 
complained that the family for whom they 
were cooking would not eat Haricot Roans. 
As ttie Roans were only boiled in water 
and sent to table they were utterly in¬ 
digestible.— Telegraph. 

Potato King Edward. —So many are the 
complaints concerning this hitherto re¬ 
garded excellent Potato, as to its poor 
cropping this season, that it would not 
■surprise me if those who have looked upon 
it as an ideal variety do not give it up 
another year. I have seen so many plots 
planted with it that, have been subject to 
black-fly, and heard so much grumbling 
about this sort, which for years lias en¬ 
joyed such a wide popularity, that one asks 
the question: “Is King Edward played 
out?” This question is lining asked fre¬ 
quently, judging by the number of people 
with whom I come into contact who intend 
to make a change another year. Perhaps 
King Edward has been too popular. It 
has certainly debarred some people grow¬ 
ing equally good sorts, simply because 
they have grown King Edward on the 
recommendation of other folk. I am 
afraid that not a few who planted this sort 
to tile exclusion of others have found out 
this year, with ail the wet we have had, 
that it is not always wise to pin one’s 
faith exclusively to one variety of Potato. 
—Lbahubst. 

Choco. —One of the most widely culti¬ 
vated vegetables in the West Indies and 
other parts of the New World is the Choco 
(Sechium edule). It is related to the 
Vegetable Marrow, which it resembles 
somewhat in habit and leafage, and the 
fruit, which is of .- 1 1 hmi t tile same size ami 
shaiH? as an ordinary Cocoa nut, but yellow 
or green, and prickly, is cooked and eaten 
ns the Vegetable Marrow is here. Tlie 
plant is too tender to be grown in the oiien 
in this country, but it cun lie grown and 
fruited under glass. Mr. R. I. Lynch, 


Curator of tile Botanic Gardens, Cam¬ 
bridge, in writing in The Carden recently 
about a- plant of Choco which he has lately 
fruited, gives some interesting particulars 
of its iiecullaritics. Its economic imjiort- 
atice, lie says, is great. In an account of it 
published in leaflet No. 12G of the 
Washington Department of Agriculture it 
is stated that in Guatemala a large white 
variety of Clioeo, known there ns “ Peru- 
lefo,” is considered the best. Two classes 
are distinguished in the markets of Guate¬ 
mala, one including all the larger fruits, 
varying from green to white in colour, the 
other including small fruits, white to 
green in colour, with tile surface smooth 
and free from prickles or soft spines. Both 
classes are exceedingly abundant. From 
Santo Domingo fruits had been received, 
and interesting points of information are 
given. -Growth is said to be wonderful, 
ami after ninety days it is known to pro¬ 
duce over 100 fruits. They are known as 
Tallote,-and there are two kinds, but they 
are said to differ only in the colour of the 
skin, whether white or green. The plant 
is much liked by the natives, and is pre¬ 
wired in many ways for use iii soups and 
meat dishes as well as in the manufacture 
of candy. Native physicians prescribe it 
not only as food for children and old 
I ample, but also to bo used externally. The 
leaves are boiled and are then used to cure 
rheumatism. It might lie suggested that 
tills kind of fruit could lie dried and im- 
IKirted in bulk for ali purposes at no seri¬ 
ous cost, since if. probably is cheap where 
it can lie grown and would be likely to .sub¬ 
mit to a drying process.— Field. 

An Irishman on Potato cooking.— At the 

opening meeting of a Potato exhibition in 
Ireland two or three years ago I sin I 
Cadogan, in a speech redolent of the soil, 
assured his audience that on iiis return to 
England he would have his cook instructed 
in tile Irish method of cooking the Potato. 
I here may ixissibly be other cooks besides 
bis Excellency’s who would need the in¬ 
struction. I am able to give it here on 
very high authority. When the tubers 
have been thoroughly washed, a thin ring 
or circle should Ik* I km- ini round the cir¬ 
cumference of each. All should then be 
placed in a saucepan of cold water and 
allowed to come quickly to tkeboil. boiled 
on briskly until the skins show some signs 
of bursting, when all but. about au egg- 
eupful of the water should lie poured off; 
after which let them steam with the lid 
lightly shut until they are thoroughly done. 
When preparing them for cooking avoid 
leaving the tubers for any length of time 
ii. cold water. New Potatoes should lie 
put at once into boiling water.— Queen. 

[ILc doubt if this in the exact and right 
way. In the lid shut down? —Eli.] 

Bottles for preserving fruit and vege¬ 
tables. —The orders for glass jars for 
preserving fruit and vegetables already 
received by the Food Production Depart- 
ment are .so numerous and the output-—in 
the present difficult war conditions—is so 
much below the manufacturers’ estimates, 
that tlie Food Production Department will 
lie unable to accept further orders. Every 
effort is being made to secure the speedy 
delivery of consignments already ordered. 
Those who wish to obtain bottles should 
place tlieir orders with their local trades¬ 
men, and the Department will do all in its 
power to obtain the necessary facilities for 
the manufacture of supplies to meet these 
orders. In accordance with an arrange¬ 
ment arrived at between tlie Food Produc¬ 
tion Department and representatives of tlie 
retail trade tlie price to purchasers of 2-lb. 
jars obtained through ordinary trade 
channels should not] |exeeed (is. Gd. per 
dozen. 
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OUTDOOR PLANT& 

TIIE PONTIC KINGCUP AND WOOD¬ 
RUFF. 

No need to describe these plants. The 
Pontic Kingcup is the noblest waterside 
plant brought to us for many years. 
Though wild in Asia Minor, it makes one 
ask if there be not other handsome plants 
in the vast marsh lands of the northern 
world not yet cultivated. Fond of the 
Woodruff, a native of most [tarts of our 
isles, I put it between the tank and a dry 
wall of sandstone, and it rewards me by 
creeping up between the stones as well as 
spreading over the ground. W. 


FUCHSIA SPECIES WORTH 
GROWING. 

Tiie garden varieties of Fuchsia are so 
numerous and easily grown, in addition to 


tender sitecies are well adapted for green¬ 
house culture, or they may be planted in 
beds out of doors for the summer. In 
some places Fuchsias are grown in large 
tubs or [tots, and arc used for standing on 
terraces during summer. As a rule, how¬ 
ever, the more vigorous varieties are bettor 
lor that purpose than the species. The 
following are all useful species :— 

F. coccinea, a hardy plant from South 
America growing a few feet high, with 
graceful, arching branches and large num¬ 
bers of sum 11 red and purple llowers borne 
from late June onwards. In some gardens 
it may be killed to the ground-line each 
winter, but usually starts again from the 
rootstock. 

F. conig'a. —This forms rather stiff, erect 
branches, and bears large numbers of 
rather long but narrow red and purple 
flowers. A native of Chile, it can be 


and yellow flowers that are followed by 
large red fruits. They may bo grown in 
the rook garden in many parts of tile south 
of England, and form excellent basket 
plants elsewhere for the greenhouse or 
conservatory. 

F. ma cuosT kmma is one of the hardiest 
of all the siieclee. A native,of Chile, it 
has been known in this country for about 
100 years. The branches are long anil 
arching, the flowers long, slender, and 
coral-red. Many of the best known hardy 
Fuchsias are often regarded as varieties 
of this species. Thus the well-known F. 
gracilis is distinct by reason of its erect 
and much stiller branches, as well as by 
its smaller flowers. In places where the 
main branches are killed in winter it 
usually grows well from the rootstock 
again in spring. It forms a very elegant 
bush in many of tbe warmer parts of the 
country. Another well-known form is F. 



The Woodruff (Asperula odorata) naturalised on a wall. 


being showy and free-flowering, that tiie 
various s[iecics are neglected, although 
some of them are really attractive garden 
plants. Unfortunately, with a few excep¬ 
tions, they are unsuitable for outdoor cul¬ 
ture the year round, although most of them 
thrive satisfactorily in the oiien ground 
during the summer, and even the hardiest 
only give the liest results in the outdoor 
garden in the warmer parts of the country. 
There, however, they thrive magnificently, 
growing info large bushes and flowering 
from late spring until early winter. 
Neither do they require special treatment, 
for they thrive in any good garden soil, 
and. once established, continue to give 
good results for many years with eompara- 
tivcly little attention. Soft cuttings during 
spring or summer root as readily as those 
of the large-flowered vajjjeties, anil flower¬ 
ing plants are soon/obtained 



grown out of doors in the milder parts of 
the country. In 

F. coiiym mri.oiiA, a Peruvian shrub, the 
flowers are bright red and appear in sum¬ 
mer in large clusters. A peculiarity of 
the flowers is seen in the long, narrow 
tubes. Tbe variety alba has creamy-white 
flowers. 

F. ruLC.RNs, a well-known Mexican 
[ilant, is too- tender for outdoor culture 
throughout the year, but is largely used 
for planting out for the summer in some 
places. It is conspicuous alike for its 
large, handsome leaves and clusters of 
long, slender, scarlet flowers. Of stiff, 
erect habit, it grows into a large bush. 

F. Kirki and F. procumbens differ from 
other Fuchsias in their prostrate habit, 
the long, slender branches lying close to 
the ground. They are natives of New Zea¬ 
land, and prqfluce curious, tubular, green 


globosa, a rather stiff, low-growing, freo- 
Uowering bush with shorter and wider 
flowers than the type. 

F. simpiacicaulis, from Peru, is a tall- 
growing [ilant with long, slender branches, 
useful for growing on the rafters of a 
greenhouse. The crimson flowers appear 
during summer in large, drooping clusters 
from the points of the branches. 

F. splkndens, from Mexico, is only suit¬ 
able for greenhouse culture. Its attrac¬ 
tion lies in its scarlet flowers. 

F. TRiPH yi.i.a, also from Mexico, is a 
dwarf bush witli dark green leaves and 
narrow, rich scarlet flowers, each about 
inches long. Unfortunately, it is rather 
(liflieult to grow. 

F. Biccabtoni, usually thought to be a 
hybrid, is the hardiest of the Fuchsias and 
conspicuous in many southern gardens. 
Growing 8 feet or more high, it forms a 
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shapely bush and bears red and purple 
flowers profusely throughout summer and 
early autumn. In some gardens it is used 
for informal hedges, and. as such, is very 
effective. lake many other Fuchsias it can 
he cut to the ground each year and grows 
again from the rootstock. Where, how¬ 
ever, the priucijml branches are unharmed 
by frost they ought not to he cut down in 
spring. I*. 

[Many years ago (1871) I remember 
having seen an informal hedge of Fuchsia 
Riccartoni in the gardens of Forglen 
House, Turriff. Aberdeenshire, and as I 
saw the plants in bloom in the autumn 
bearing myriads of flowers the hedge was 
very beautiful. The plants were cut down 
after flowering, and a covering of dried 
Rraeken placed over the stools.—W. I’. T.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Yuccas propagating _Will you kindly 

tell me if this is the proper time to cut off 
and pot two Yuccas which have sprouted 
from the base of an old one that was 
blown down two years ago? Thev are 
quite large plants. There is also a 
smaller one that has sprouted from the 
broken stem at the top. Would this grow 
now if it is potted and kept in a cold 
frame? We have no heat of any kind.— 
K. M. 

[The present is a very good time to cut 
off and pot the Yuccas which have 
sprouted from the base of your old plant. 
The shoot that has sprung from the top of 
the broken stem may also be taken off 
and jotted in some fairly sandy soil. The 
protection of a cold frame until the roots 
take possession of the new soil will suit: 
them well.] 


weather, and from May onwards give 
weak liquid manure every few days.] 

The big Knotweed. — I have carefully ex¬ 
cluded from this list all the Knotweeds, 
though two or three of the large species 
hear beautiful (lowers in autumn. It was 
inevitable that among the host of new 
s|iecies brought from Asia during the juixt 
fifty years there should lie many rogues 
and robbers. It was under an evil star 
that Polygonum cuspida tiini, P. i>oly- 
stacUyum, and P. snchnlinense landed on . 
our shores. Bitterly have some of us paid 
for our simplicity in admitting them to 
the borders, picking out choice places for 
them, and grievously have our backs 
ached after hours of toil in vain attempts 
to rid the soil of the many-jointed ones. 
They are as mischievous in woodland as 
in tlie garden, over running ojien spaces 
with .incredible rapidity, smothering or 
defacing priceless young Rhododendrons 
and other shrubs. IV imiyslaehyuni is n 
lovely tiling when it clothes itself in late 
September with a tracery of white lace- 
work, but the pries 1 it exacts for the dis¬ 
play is exorbitant.—II kkiiebt Maxwell, 
Gardeners’ Vhronicle. 

[.Some arc effective by the side of pouts 
and lakes, where their form and winter 
colour are welcome, lie use the two 
luryest in this way, and no harm results .— 
— Eli.] 

Michaelmas Daisies. Among these there 
are now many inferior varieties, but 1 close 
insjiection will reveal tlie fact that these 
arc mostly seedlings which have escaped 
the usual weeding out, or those which may 
have been left on account of earlier pro¬ 
mise which has been unfulfilled. On two 
or three occasions I have left seedlings of 
Cbtnnx, which gave promise of being 
dwarf, only to lind that, in their second 
season, they had attained the stature of 
their parent without its distinctive colour. 
Of the Amelins tyi«\ A. A. bossarubious, 
A. A. Perry's Pink, and A. A. Perry's 
Favourite are noteworthy. Edna Marcia 
is distinct, and of the smaller-flowered 
kinds A. erieoides, A. viniineus Perfection, 
and A. viniineus Delight are very useful. 
A Druimnonili, although the latest Aster 
with which I am acquainted, Is unique in 
foliage and bloom, being, apparently, mid¬ 
way between the viuiinens and the Novi 
Belgii families. The latter, and the Nova? 
Anglia* varieties, although of some 
antiquity, are yet useful in the inter 
months of the year. —Scot. 

Phlox Jules Verne. —It is interesting to 
note tlie advances which have been made 
towards the securing of good bluo-flowered 
Phloxes. I,ord Rayleigh was a good one. 
hut it is surpassed by Jules Verne, which 
is of a charming shade of bluish-violet, 
with a purple eye. An experienced Phlox 
grower I know considers Jules Verne the 
best blue Phlox.—S. Aunott. 

Tradescantia virginica.— The pale-blue 
flowers of this Spidenvort have been note¬ 
worthy in the hardy flower borders for a 
considerable time, and they are still (Sep¬ 
tember 9th) lieing freely produced. It is 
of much service in a cut state, its foliage 
Ix'ing well adapted for the purpose of dis¬ 
playing the blooms to advantage. T. vir- 
ginica is of the easiest possible cultiva¬ 
tion, and is not fastidious as regards soil. 
It is readily propagated by division, by 
cuttings in spring, or from seeds. There 
is a white variety, hut in niv estimation it 
is singularly ineffective.—K iuk. 

Lilium Henryi in Perthshire. —Henry’s 
Lily is one of the many which flourish in 
the beautiful garden of Mrs. Walter Jones 
at Aberruchill Castle. Perthshire. It ap¬ 
pears to give no difficulty there in the 
attractive wild garden in the glen nr in 
the borders. Its orange-yellow flowers 
were over when I visited Aberruchill in 
the end of August.—S. Aunott. 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


AMONG THE HARDY FLOWERS. 
Montuuktias. —I have found that Mout- 
bretius pay for annual liftiug, or, at least, 
for lifting every two years. This I do 
when the leaves turn yellow. I then pick 
out all the small conns and plant them in 
a spare corner to grow to flowering size. I 
replant the larger conns about 3 Inches 
deep and as much apart. In this way 1 
get much better-looking clumps with finer 
blooms, and my stock Increases more 
quickly than it would otherwise do. The 
Montbretias, though a little stiff, are ex¬ 
ceedingly valuable for cutting. Star of the 
East is the finest of the Montbretias I 
know in size of flower arid in general ap¬ 
pearance for the garden and home. 

Aster acris. —'Time was wlren I was in¬ 
clined to despise this early Starwort be¬ 
cause of its loose and starry appearance. 
But 1 find I was wrong, and now appreciate 
its bushy growtli and wealtli of flowers, 
which, thougli small individually, arc 
carried in such masses ns to give a plant 
the appearance of a ball of bloom. Its 
curliness is greatly In Its favour, and in 
northern gardens, where Starworts are 
late, this must be a higli qualification. Tlie 
dwarf variety nanus does not appeal to 
me, although of use to those who form 
little beds of hardy and other plants. I 
saw this the other day in a small bed with 
an edging of white annual Asters, and the 
effect was quite good. 

Rose Zephirin. — The praises of tills 
Rose have before now been advanced in 
Gardening, but I may bo allowed to say 
that its perfume is all that can he desired 
in n Rose and that its colour is good, anil 
the flowers, though of moderate size only, 
are very beautiful. As a low climber it is 
charming, and 1 would urge ui>oi) Rose 
planters not wedded to novelty, size, or 
special types of form, to give room to a 
plant or two of Zephlrin. 

Rose Fellenbero.—T his is a useful and 
desirable old Rose. It is highly fragrant, 
blooms for a very long time, and readers 
who have not associated it with hardy 
herbaceous flowets will not be disappointed 
if they secure it. 

Galtonia ca.ndicans. —It lias struck me 
of late that this is not so much grown ns 
was once tlie case. I have seen it but sel¬ 
dom tills autumn compared with what used 
to be tlie case a few years ago. I think 
that this is unfortunate. We have nothing 
which can quite take its place, ns tlie 
plants with their gracefully-hanging Del Is 
of white are welcome in autumn. There 
are many places where it cannot, he left in 
the ground as a permanent inhabitant of 
the garden, requiring to be lifted every 
year and stored out of the reach of frost. 
In happier conditions, if planted (i inches 
deep and a litlle litter piled over tlie places 
the bulbs occupy, it stands our winters. 

Ax Amateot^f Hardy Blowers. 

Digitized t> tj'OC'gTC 


Fremontia californica. —This grows well 
with me; but blooms very sparingly. 
This year there is no bloom. Acting 
under advice, 1 have cut it hack hard 
every autumu. Is this right? The 
branches seem to me rather crowded.— 
Churchill, A' idderminster. 

[You have been ill-advised to prune the 
Fremontia lmrd back each autumn, the 
operation being directly responsible for 
the overcrowded condition of tlie plant 
and its non-flowering. In short, you have 
eut away each autumn what should have 
been flowering branches in the ensuing 
June and July. It is now late to apply a 
remedy -so ns to ensure a good flowering 
next year. All you can do is to remove 
ail thin superfluous growths to allow tlie 
remainder .to strengthen and mature 
better. Such growths should lie entirely 
removed, not merely cut back. Avoid 
training the plant, too close to a wall ; 
it does better if given a little more 
freedom. One of the finest examples we 
know, having well over-lopiied an S feet 
high wall and there permitted to grow at 
will, flowers infinitely better above the 
wall top than on the trained branches 
below that level, thus constituting an ob¬ 
ject-lesson of no small value.] 

Romneya Coulteri failing to bloom.— 

1 planted Romneya Coulteri on a wall fac¬ 
ing south, close to the angle (South-west), 
a very warm place, four or five years ago. 
At first I did not cut it down or prune it, 
and the third year it had two flowers. I 
was told to cut it to the ground every 
autumn, which I have done for two years. 
Result—no flowers and short growths. 
What is the right way? Does it require 
manure of any kind?— Cunningham. 

[As the position seems quite suitable, 
we can only suggest, judging by the poor 
growth anil non-flowering of the plant, 
that the soil is not. Properly planted 
four or five years ago, the plant should 
now be making shoots 3 feet to 5 feet long 
each, and flowering in proportion. A 
Californian subject, root warmth and jier- 
feet drainage, with properly prepared soil, 
are as much to it as a warm, sunny 
corner, and If it lias not these they should 
be given it. In planting, the ordinary 
soil should have been removed to a depth 
ol' 2) feet, and, having put in 0 inches or 
8 inches of brickbats or other rough 
material for drainage and covered with 
turf or other material to keep it open, 
(ill in the remainder with loam, sand, and 
old mortar in about equal parts, adding 
one fourth of well-decayed manure or two 
quarts of bone-meal well mixed with tlie 
soil. If the planting lias not been done on 
some such lines as these you had better 
see to it at once, affording it a good zunlch 
of short manure for the winter and prun¬ 
ing practically to ground level about the 
end of March next. Subsequently, en¬ 
courage a good growtli by watering in dry 
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Garden Roses 


SELECTION “ A.” 

24 best and most popular 
roses for general purposes. 

A splendid <r/o Carriage 
assortment. lo/O paid. 
Caroline Te9tout (ht).aal.pk. 9d. 
EarlofWarwlck(ht),sal.rose lOd. 
Ecarlate (tit), scarlet - - lOd. 

Ethel Malcolm (ht),Ivory w. lOd. 
Fmu Karl Druschkl(hp),w. lOd. 
OeorpeDIckson(ht),deep cr. lOd. 
O. C. Waud(ht).orange vor. lOd. 
Gen. McArthur(ht), scarlet lOd. 
Gus Gnmerwald (ht).carm. lOd. 
La France (ht), rose - - 9(’. 

La Tosca (ht), salmon flesh lOd. 
Lady Pirrie (lit), apricot - lOd. 
Lady Ash town (ht).deep pk. fid. 
Mme.A.Chatenay{ht),sal.pk. 9d. 
Mme.C. Lutaud(ht).yel.rose 1/- 
Mme.Ed.Herrtot,prawn red lOd. 
Mme.JulesGrolez(ht).8il.rose 9d. 
Mine.MelunieSouport(ht),y. lOd. 
Mme.Ravary(ht).orange yol. 9d. 
Mme.,Sogond Weber(ht),sal. lOd. 
Ophelia (ht), flesh pink - lOd. 
Pharisaer (ht), rosy white - lOd. 
Rayon d’Or (ab), yellow - 1/- 

Rlchmond (ht), scarlet - lOd. 


Tea Roses 

SELECTION “C.” 

12 most vigorous, hardy, and 
generally satisfactory. 
Deliciously Q/Q Carriage 

tea scented. 0/^7 paid. 
Alex, llill Gray, lemon yel. lOd. 
Lady Hillingdon, yellow - lOd. 
Mme. Constant Soupert.yel. 1/ - 
Mme.Jules Gravereaux.yel. lid. 
Mme. Iloste. pule lemon - lOd. 
Mis?A.deRothschlld.cit.yol. lOd. 
MolIySharmanCrawford.w. lOd. 
Mrs. Edward Mawley, pink lOd. 
Mrs. Fo'ey Hobbs,ivory-wh. lOd. 
Mrs. Myles Kennedy.cream lOd. 
Souv.de Pierre Netting,apr. lOd. 
W. It. Smith, blush white - lOd. 


Town Roses 

SELECTION “ E.” 

12 sorts proved suitable for 
growing In smoke. 

Immensely ,'Q Carriage 
successful. / /paid. 
CaroMneTestout(ht),sal.pink 9d. 
nr.O’Donol Browne(ht),car. lOd. 
F. K. Druschkl (hp), white lOd. 
G«orge Dickson (ht), crim. lOd. 
OustaveGrunerwnkl(ht),car.l&fl. 
J. R. Clark (ht).do. p scarlet lOd. 
T.a Tosca (ht),si!verv pink - lOd. 
Mme. Ed. Herriot(per),red lOd. 
Mme.Ravnry(ht),orango yel. 9d. 
M rs. John La’ing(hp),rose pk. 8d. 
Mme. Isaac Perelre (b), car. 8d. 
Ulrich Brunner(hp),cher.red 8d. 


Hedge Roses 

SELECTION " G-H.’’ 

12 vigorous and*hardy sorts. 
Both sets q / Carriage 

together. \2j “ paid. 

Set “C" for High Hedge, 5 /* 

Alberlc BarbIer(Wich.),yeI. lid. 
Blush Rambler(Poly.),bijjsh lid. 
Excelsa (W.), scarlet - - lid. 

Dorothy Perklns(W.). pink lid. 
FoUclte-et-Perpetne, cream lid. 
Hiawatha (Poly.), crimson lid. 

Set “H” for Low Hedge, 4/6 

Common Blush(Chlna).pink 8d. 
F. H. Veitch (ht). scarlet - lOd. 
Lady Waterlow(ht),salmon lid. 
Griras an Teplitz (ht), crim. 9d. 
Trier (P.), creamy white - lid. 
Zeph. Drouhin(hb).carmine lid. 

Tall Bedding Roses 

SELECTION “J.” 

12 vigorous sorts, may be 
pegged down or grown natural. 
Charming 7/Q Carriage 

colouring. / /*7 paid. 

Gen.Me Arthur (ht).crlmson lOd. 
Gruss an Teplitz (ht), crim. 9d. 
Gus. Grunerwald (ht).carm lOd. 
Hugh Dick8on(hp),erimsnn 8d. 
Lad vll illngdon (t).apri. - yel. lOd. 
La Tosca (ht), silvory pink lOd. 
Mme. A. Chatenay,sal.pink 9d. 
Mine. M.Soupert(ht),yellow lOd. 
Mrs. R. G. S. Crawford,pink 8d. 
Pharisaer (ht). rosy white - lOd. 
Pee. C.de Rohan,dark crims. 8d. 
Souv. de M. Zayaa (ht), car. 9d. 

Garden and Cutting 

SELECTION “M.” 

12 free-flowering roses for 
garden and indoor decoration. 
Abundance o q Carriage 
of bloom. 0/0 paid. 
Arthur Goodvvln.orange red lOd. 
Betty, coppery rose - - lOd. 

Edu Meyer, red and yellow JOd. 
Genl.McArthur,bright scar. lOd. 
Gruss an Teplitz, crimson - 9d. 
HarryKirk.de *p sulphuryel. lOd. 
Killarney, pink - - - lOd. 

Mme. Abel Chatenay,sal.pk. 9d. 
Mme.JulosGrolez.bright rose 9d. 
Mme. Ravary, pale orange - 9d. 
Rayon d'Or.deep orange cad. 1 /- 
Richmond, pure red scarlet lOd. 

Sweet Briars 

SELECTION “ R.” 

6 choice and fragrant sorts, 
suitable for hedges, &c. 

Colours a/q Carriage 

exquisite. H/O paid. 

Anno of Geierstoin.deep cri. lOd. 
Edith Bellenden. rose pink lOd. 
Lucy Bertram,rich crimson lOd. 
Lady Penzance, soft copper lOd. 
Meg Merrlles, bright crim. lOd. 
Rose Brndwardine.ciearroBo lOd. 


Dwarf Bedding Roses 

SELECTION ■* I.” 

12 perpetual, free-flowering 
sorts, of bushy habit. 
Surprisingly q if* Carriage 
efloctlve. 0/0 paid. 

A.R.<LiodwIn(per.).sal.pink lOd. 
Betty (ht), coppery rose - lOd. 
Dchs. of Wellington, saflron 1/- 
Ecarlute (ht). scarlet red - lOd. 
EarlofWarwlck(ht),sal.rose lOd. 

G. C. Waud(ht),orange ver. lOd. 
LadyI*irrle(ht).apricotpink lOd. 
Mme. Ed. Herriot, red - lOd. 
Molly S. Crawford(t).white lOd. 
Mrs.A.Ward(ht).Indian yel. lOd. 
Rayon d’Or (hb).orango cad. 1/- 
Richmond (ht), scarlet - lCd. 

All Purposes Roses 

SELECTION “K.” 

.12 first-class sorts, suitable 
tor general use. 

Do well ft I ft .Carriage 
everywhere. 0/0 paid. 
Betty (ht), coppery rose - lOd. 
CarolineTestout (ht).sal.plnk 9d. 
Fisher IIolmes(hp),cri.scar. 8d. 

F. K. Drnsehki (hp). white lOd. 

H. F.. Richardson (ht).crim. lOd. 
Hugh Dickson (hp),crimson 8d. 
f.ady Ashtown(hp),deep pk. 9d. 
Lyons Rose (ht),shrimp pk. lOd. 
Mmc.AJ'hatenay(llt).sal.pk. 9d. 
Mine. Ed Herriot. red - lOd. 
Mme.Ravary(ht),orange yel. 9d. 
Mrs. J. Laing (hp),rose pink 8d. 


BEDDING PLANTS 

(Ex. strong transplanted 
bushy.) Doz. 100 

Wallflowers, red - lOd. 5/- 
,. „ yellow lOd. 

Forget-nut-not.blue II- 
Canterbury Bells in 
sep.colours, white, 
rose, blue or mixed 1/6 
IcelnndPoppiet.mxd.Z 16 15 

Polyanthus, mxd. - S/G 151- 
Sweet Williams: 
Pink-Beauty Hybrids 1/S 8f- 
Gohlen Alyssum - f ,'8 16/- 
Hardy Auriculas - 8/- to) 
Purple A ubrietia,potsi/ - 80/ 
Silvery Rockfoils - i f - 80/ 
Grace inn, Violet -if- SO/ 
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Ort / Carriage 
- paid. 


New and Gold Medal 

SELECTION “T.’’ 

12 first-class new roses, 
nearly all gold medallists. 
Exceptional 
value. 

Cleveland 

Constance, rich yellow 
fsohel. carmine rod 
Modesty, pearly cream 
Nellie Parker, crealny white 3/6 
Gorgeous.copper and yellow 1/6 
floosier Beauty, dark crim. 1/6 
H. V. Machln, bright crim. ]/- 
Mme. C. Martinet, deep yel. 1 3 
Marg. D. namll.gold.yollow 1/6 
Ophelia, Balmon flesh pink lOd. 
Mrs. B. Walker - - - 1/6 


3/6 


Roses for Walls 

SELECTION “P-Q." 

12 sorts which do very well 
in various aspects. 

Hardy, Qlft Carriage 
vigorous. sJjyJ paid. 

Set “P” for North or East, 6/. 

Aimee Vibert (cl.,n.),white lid. 
Ards Rover(cl..hp),crl. mar lid. 
Climbing C. Testout, pink - lid. 
Conrad F.Meyor(R.).sil.ruso lOd. 
Gerbo Rose (\V.), pale pink lid. 
Gloire deDijon(d.,t),sal.yel. lid. 
Set “ Q " for South or West. 5/- 

BillardetBarre(cl..t),gol.yel. lid. 
Cl. Mrs. \V. J. Grant, rose - lid. 
Mme.A1 fredCarrler(hn.w. lid. 
Mine. J. Gravereaux,yellow lid. 
W. A. Richardson, orange - lid. 
Zephtrlne Drouhin.carmlne lid. 

Gold Medal Roses 

SELECTION “ L.** 

12 newer sorts, all gold 
medallists but two. 

Creme de Q / Carriage 

la creme. ^/“ paid. 

British Queen (ht),snowyw. lOd. 
Dchs. of Wellington, yellow 1/- 
GoorgeDickson(ht),deeper!. lOd. 
G. C. Waud(ht),orange ver. lOd. 
I.ad y Pirrie (ht), coppery-sal. lOd. 
LeslieHolland(ht).vermilion lOd. 
Mabel Drew (ht), cream - lOd. 
Mme.E.Herrlot (per.)pr.rcd lOd. 
M.de Sincty I hD.gold bronze 1 / - 
Mrs. A. Carnegie(ht),white lOd. 
Rayon d'Or (per.), golden - 1/- 
Willowmere (per.).coral pk. lOd. 

Baby Ramblers 

SELECTION “O.” 

12 roses of bushy habit, 
recommended for beds. 

About 1ft. Qlft Carriage 
in height. O/ O paid. 
Annie Miller, dazzling pink lOd. 
Canarienvogel.yel. & orango lOd. 
F.llen Poulsen, deep rose - lOd. 
F.rna Teschendorf, crimson lOd. 
E. Lamesch, orango pink - lOd. 
Jessie, rose crimson - * lOd. 

Katherine Zeiinct.puro wh. lOd. 
King Edward VII.,rosycar. lOd. 
Leonie Lamesch,coppery red lOd. 
Mrs. Taft, brilliant crimson lOd. 
Mrs.W.H. Cutbiish.cher.pk. lOd. 
Orleans, geranium red - lOd. 

Climbers, Ramblers 

SELECTION “ S.” 

6 roses suitable for trellis, 
pillars, arches, pergolas, etc. 
All very A IQ carriage 

vigorous. *+/ ^ paid. 

Alberlc Barbler(W.).yellow lid. 
AmerlcanPlllar(cl..P.).plnk lid. 
Blush Jtambler(cl.,P.),b!ush lid. 
Dorothy Perkins (W.), pink lid. 
Excelsa (W) r bril. scarlet - lid. 
Hiawatha (cl.,P.), crlm.wh. lid. 


Exhibition Roses 

SELECTION “ B.” 

24 specially-selected varieties, 
superb form, grand colour. 

Assured i Cl ft Carriage 
prizewinners. 10/0 paid. 
Avoca (ht). crimson scarlet lOd. 
BessieBrown(ht),creamyw. lOd. 
British Queen (ht), white - KkL 
(’has. Lefehvrc(hp),crimson 8d. 
Coronation (hp), flesh pink lOd. 
Dean Hole (lit), silvery rose lOd. 
Earlof Gosford(ht),dk.crim. lOd. 
Ethel Malcolm (ht),Ivory w. lOd. 

Gl.deC.Guinoisscau(hp),ver. 8d. 
GeorgeDickson (ht),vel.crim. lOd. 
Hugh Dickson (hp), crimson 8d. 
J. B. Clarke (ht), crimson - lOd. 
Jonkheer J.L.Mock (ht),car. lOd. 
Leslie Holland (ht).scnr.crl. lOd. 
Mabel Drew(ht),canary yel. lOd. 
f,yonsRose(ht).shrimp pink lOd. 
Mrs. C. West(ht), shell pink lCid. 
Mildred Grant(ht),tinted w. lCd. 
Mrs.Am.vHammond(ht),ap. lOd. 
Mrs. AndrewCarnegie(ht),w. lOd. 
Mrs.JohnLaing(hp). rosypk. 8d. 
Mrs. J. H. Welch (ht), pink lOd. 
Mrs.Roosevelt(ht).pale flesh lOd. 
UlrichBrunner(hp),cher.red 6d. 


Fragrant Roses 

SELECTION "D.” 

12 chosen chiefly for their 
abundant delicious scent. 
Colouring 7/Q Carriage 
gorgeous. / / paid. 

Alfred Culonib (hp), red - 8d. 
Dupuy Jainain (hp), cjrlso 8d. 
Earlof CJosford(ht),criin8on lOd. 
George Dickson(ht).vol.cri. lOd. 
(icner.ilJacquemlnot(hp).cr. 8d. 
Gen.McArthur(ht).crliuson lOd. 
Juliet (lib),old gold and red lOd. 
La Franco (ht), rose - - 9d. 

Lady Alice Stanleyiht).pink lOd. 
Mme. Ed. Herriot (per),red lOd. 
Mrs.JohnLalng(hp),rosy pk. 6d. 
Ulrich Brunner (hp),cher.red 8d. 


Buttonhole Roses 

SELECTION '* F.” 

12 charmingly coloured and 
daintily formed in bud. 

Last well Q/o Carriage 

when cut. O/ D paid. 

Harry Kirk (t), yellow - lOd. 
Lady Hlllingdon(t),nprl.yel lOd. 
LadvRoberts(t).reddIshaprl. lOd. 
Liliertv (t). velvety crimson 9d. 
Mme.A.Chatenay(ht).sal.pk. 9d. 
Mme. Jean Dupuy (ht).roso lOd. 
Melody (ht). salTron yellow 1/- 
Mrs. A. Ward (ht). yellow lOd. 
Mrs. G. Shnwyer (ht), pink lOd. 
Mrs. IL Stevens (t). white lOd. 
Richmond (ht). scarlet - lOd. 
Sunburst (ht),cadmium yel. lOd. 


“Falstaff" Selection 
of Cottage Garden Fruits 

All best sorts .-1 O/fl Exceptional value. 
Strong trees. * °/ Carriage paid. 

1 Bramley’s Seedling Apple, cooker. 

1 Lord SulTleld Apple, cooker. 

1 James Grieve Apple.desscrt. 

1 Cox’s Orange Pippin, dessert. 

1 Louise Bonne Pear, cook or oat. 

1 The Cznr Plum, cooker or dessert. 

1 Victoria Plum, cooker or dessert. 

1 Morcllo Cherry, cooker. 

1 Loganberry, for tarts or Jam. 

4 Boskoop Giant Black Currant. 

4 Whinham’s Industry Gooseberry. 

12 Superlative Raspberry, the best. 

All the above-named fruits are very 
free-bearing, hardy, thrifty sorts. 


Bees’ “Victory” Selection, 30 First-class Perennials 

Carefully selected with object of f*i See catalogue for plan showing 
producing continuous display. O/“ 

1 Dropinorc Alkanet, 4ft., gentian blue. 

2 Col wall Michaelmas Daisy, 4ft., lilac. 

3 Teersteep Margiiorite,2ft.,snow white. 


4 Hybrid Larkspur, 6ft., violet, purple. 

5 Ballard MlchaolmasDalsy,3ft., mauve. 

6 False Dragon’s-hejd, 5ft., carmine. 

7 Hybrid Larkspur, 4ft., sky blue. 

E St.F.gwln MlchaeImasDaisy,3ft., pink. 
9 Red Elecampane, 5ft..crimson.bronze. 

10 Scarlet Campion, 3ft., geranium red. 

11 Blue Lupin, 4ft., magnificent blue. 

12 White Peach-leaved Bellflower, 2ft. 

13 Oriental Poppy, 3ft., Balmon pink. 

14 White Lupin, 4ft., purest white. 

15 Gauze Flower, Gypsophila, 3ft.,white. 


how to plant. Carriage paid. 

16 Tree Lupin. 4ft., yellow, fragrant. 

17 Siberian Iris, 3ft., rich blue. 

18 Fire Flower or Pyrethrum, lift. 

19 Showy Fleaband, ljft., mauve. 

20 Hybrid Columbine. 2ft., var. colours. 

21 Pink Khotweed. 6ln.. rosy pink. 

22 Mrs. Bradshaw’s Avena, 2ft., scarlet. 

23 Mussin’s Catmint, lift., lavender. 

24 Blue Peach-leaved Bellflower.. 2ft. 

25 Blue Perennial Flax. lift. 

26 Golden Marguerite, 2ft., rich yellow. 

27 Beesian Mlmulus, 3ln.. scarlet, gold. 

28 Jacob’s Ladder, 1ft.. pale blue. 

29 Gentian Speedwell. 1ft.. blue. 

30 Double Pyrethrum, lift., var. colours. 


Flowering Shrubs 

‘Hey P resto’Selcct ion, isBeau ties 

Suitablo for ft I Do well In towns, 
small gardens. ' J / “ Carriage paid. 

A ut um n G lory Speed well .everg reen .p’plo. 
Double Flowered Gorae. golden yellow'. 
Sea Tamarisk, soft rosy pink. 

Spiraea, Anthony Waterer, red. 

Spanish Broom, fragrant, yellow. 
Graham’s Sage Tree, crimson. 

Golden Broom, rich yellow. 

Crimson Flowering Currant. 

Piptanthus, new, from China. 

Giant Mock Orange, white. 

Starry Daisy Bush, white. 

Lavender, true fragrant sort. 

Hardy Scotch Fuchsia, red. 

Golden Forsyth la. very choice. 

White Broom, exceedingly pretty. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

AI1 goods are sold on approval for cash 
with order. Bees Ltd. guarantee to return 
money In full If you are not satisfied. 

PRICES INCLUDE CARRIAGE 

All collections, when ordered complete, 
will be delivered carriage paid, when cash 
Is sent with order. 

Delivery of goods commences about 3rd 
week of October. 



175 b Mill Street LIVERPOOL 


CATALOGUE ILLUSTRATED IN COLOUR 

will be sent post free on request. 

If possible, make up your order from this 
advertisement. It is the most economical 
way to buy what you want. 

A.B.C. OF ROSE CULTURE, 2d. 
Booklet of 32 pages; tells you ail you are 
likely to want to know about roses. 2d. 
stamps with catalogue, order or nlone._ 


REVISED PRICE LIST OF ROSES, PLANTS, FRUIT, &C., hat been potted to customers. Additional copies 

may be had free on application. There will be no fresh issue of Bees’ descriptive and illustrated Catalogue ; last season’s list will 
to thofo-yho have it. Spare copies are available, post free to those who apply. 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 


OPEN-A ru G AR DENING. 


I.v huiom Skptkmbkr 1 I'm- Hnddleias (in 
variety), Maynidia yramliflora, (Jeanothus 
(in variety), Clerodendron triehotomum, 
hardy Fuchsias (in variety), Hyrlranyea 
panieulata yrandiflora, shrubby Veroni¬ 
cas (in variety), Rhus (in variety), 
('letliras (in variety), Catalpa japuniea, 
Fambucus canadensis, Fpartium juneeum, 
Cassinia fulvida, Cistus (in variety). 
Viburnum Tinas, Ericas (in variety), 
Althwas (Hibiscus) (in variety), Itaphia- 
tepis ovata, Jasmin-urns, Clematis (in 
variety), Roses (species and varieties). 
La ratfr'a (tibia. Honeysuckles, Hyperi¬ 
cums (in variety), Polygonums, Olearia 
Haasti, ■Esenins parviflora. Wistarias, 
I aceinittm Vitis-idaa, yuccas, Myrlus 
I, inna. Comas canadensis, EscaUonias, 
Rhododendron ferruyineum, Andromeda 
polifotia, Komneya Coulteri, Thalietrum 
Itelavayi, T. dipterocarpum, Tritomas (in 
variety). Hyacinth its cand icons, Montbrc- 
lias, Gannas (in variety). Amaryllis 
lletladonua, (llattiotas (in variety), Col- 
ehicums, Lilittm Henryi, L. tiyrinum For- 
t unci, Cyclamen hedera folium. Tufted 
I’ansics (in variety), Pcntslcinons ‘(in 
variety), Pyretlirurns, East Lothian 
Flocks, Verbena venosa. Antirrhinums, 
Fa/rias (in variety). Daturas, Phyyclius 
enpensis. Lobelia cardinalis (in variety). 
Calceolaria atnplvxicaulis, Anemone 
japonica (in variety), Hollyhocks, Peren¬ 
nial Asters (in variety). Coreopsis grand i- 
flora, (Enotlieras (in variety), Sweet 
Sultan, Lnpins (in variety), Mcconopsis 
eambrica. Phloxes (in variety). Delphi¬ 
niums, Uelenium pumilum, Helianthus (in 
variety), (faleyas, Anehusa italiea. A. 
vi yoso I id i flo ra, A gapa nth a s it m bell at u s, 
Eriyerons (in variety), Eehinops, Eryn- 
yiunis, Cimieifuya vaeemosa, Franroas 
(in variety), Acanthus Candelabrum, 
Flatiee (in variety), Achillean. Vcrbas- 
ettms. Scullions (in variety). Potentillas, 
Veronica Lyalli, Frankenia laris, Paro- 
elietiis communis, Dryas octopctala, 
Silene Fehafta, Antliemis tinetoria, (lyp- 
sopliilas, Oralis floribunda, Omphalodes, 
Convolvulus maurilanicus, Saxifriiya For- 
iunei, Dianthus (in variety), Ramondia 
pyvenaiea, (lentiana aselepiadea, Linarias, 
Fedums, Arnebia eehioides. Plumbago 
Larpcnltr, Mimulus (in variety), Arte¬ 
misia tart i flora, Scnecios (in variety), 
Hvmeroeallis (in variety), Epilobiums, 
Lysimaehias, Lylhrum roseum, Pampas 
Crass, Xymphaas (in variety). 


The week’s work. —The change in the 
weather has brought about a ^ood autumn 
display of Hoses, many varieties of Hybrid 
Teas again flowering freely. The ground 
about the plants should be stirred as fre¬ 
quently as possible, not only to destroy 
weeds, but in order that the ground may 
become properly aerated. Make secure 
any; long shoots, and in the case of strong- 
glowing Tea, Hybrid Tea, and Rambler 
varieties cut out all the old wood as soon 
as possible. The herbaceous borders will 
shortly need .a thorough overhauling. I 
do not advocate the too-early removal of 
all the old flowers, preferring to allow 
them to fade naturally, as tnis benefits 
the plants. Many of the finest herbaceous 
plants grow best when planted in the 
autumn, so as to become established 
before winter sets in. To see herbaceous 
plants at their best they need attention 
at various seasons of the year. Del¬ 
phiniums are greatly improved by divi¬ 
sion and replanting at the present time, 
though they w ill, of course, succeed for 
some years in the same position if well 
fed. Phloxes also do best when planted 
in the autumn. Anthericums should also 
be planted in autumn in fairly rich soil in 
partially shaded and well sheltered posi¬ 
tions, where their Lily-like flowers show 
to advantage. All varieties of Pyrcthrum 
roseum may be successfully planted now 
if the old flowering stems were cut off 
close to the guou+td after blooming. 
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These plants being of a close, tufted 
habit soon lose stamina if left too long 
without division. Tn dividing herbaceous 
plants choose the pieces from the outside. 
These can generally lie secured with good 
roots. Small divisions are better than 
largo split plants, the centres of which 
are generally useless. 

Tritomas have been very fine this year. 
If any of the plants appear to be thick 
oil the ground, lift some of them, divide 
them into single crowns, and plant them 
in the reserve garden for a year. Ane¬ 
mone fulgens and A. eoronat'ia may be 
planted now. South and east borders suit 
these admirably. A rich, deeply dug bed 
and slightly raised above the surround¬ 
ing level is desirable. As Anemones com¬ 
mence to grow at once and are quickly 
through the soil, much wet during the 
autumn and early winter injures them if 
the bods are below the level. A. coronaria 
will commence flowering sometimes in 
mid-winter. F. W. G A iron. 

Lilfurd Hall Cardens, Ottndle, Xorthants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Cabbage planting. —This should be pro¬ 
ceeded with in earnest now. Given fine, 
warm weather, • the plants will soon lie- 
come established, make good grow th ere 
winter sets in, and, unless the weather 
should prove very severe, be ready for 
cutting early in February or at the latest 
in March. A sharp look out must be kept 
for slugs, placing a mixture of slaked lime 
and fine ashes in rings round about the 
plants, otherwise great numbers may be 
destroyed in the course of two or three 
nights. It is useless thinking one appli¬ 
cation will suffice, as it must he renewed 
again and again until the plants have 
grown sufficiently to he out of harm’s way. 
The soil should be trodden firm before the 
drills are . drawn in which to set out the 
plants. Plant with a trowel, and make 
the soil quite firm about the roots. 

Celery. —More soil should lie added to 
that previously put round the earliest 
plants, also give the first moulding to 
those which will extend the supply until 
the end of the year. Pull olf all the oldest 
and useless outside leaves, remove suckers, 
and tie the tops together to keep the soil 
from getting into and spoiling the hearts. 
Dig up and pulverise the soil thoroughly 
beforehand, as the finer its condition the 
better is it adapted for the purpose. As 
a precautionary measure, sprinkle a little 
salt on the surface so that it will become 
mixed with the soil as it is lieing shovelled 
into the trench. Put in no more soil than 
will cover the stems to just below the 
heart leaves. After such a heavy rainfall 
it is unlikely that the plants will be dry 
at the roots ; but if on putting the matter 
to the test the soil is found to be not too 
moist, do not hesitate to afford water. 
Make the soil firm round the plants, and 
when finished liberate the tops by remov¬ 
ing the ties. 

Leeks. —Add more soil to the earliest 
lot of plants, and afford a preliminary 
moulding to the main crop lot. 

Peach and Nectarine-trees _As fast as 

the trees are cleared of fruit give the trees 
a look over, and cut out all old wood 
which can be spared, and the same with 
regard to tile current season’s shoots. 
Then regulate and fasten back to the wall 
those required for next season’s fruiting, 
so that they may have an opportunity to 
become thoroughly ripened. If red-spider, 
lias gained a footing on the foliage, well 
wash it with clean cold water for several 
days in succession. In very bad eases the 
use of sulphur or ail insecticide should be 
resorted to. Should any tree be making 
too much rank growth the roots should lie 
partially lifted and the extra strong ones 
shortened. The usual way to accomplish 
this is to open a trench some distance 
away from the tree and to work out the 
soil from among the roots from here to a 
point some 5 feet or Pi feet distant from 
the stem. Mix plenty of lime rubbish 


with the soil, and place a little fibrous 
loam over the roots when laying them out 
afresh. Settle the soil about the roots 
with a good watering, as this is far more 
effectual than treading it. This same pro¬ 
cess is a good preparation with regard to 
trees which are to he lifted and taken in¬ 
doors a twelvemonth hence. The work 
may lie undertaken towards tile close of 
the present mouth. 

General work. —As soon as Gooseberry 
and Currant bushes have been cleared of 
fruit the nets should be taken off, dried, 
and stored. An opportunity will then 
offer itself for hoeing and getting rid of 
weeds, which could not well be dealt with 
while the fruit was on the trees. If new 
plantations are to lie made this autumn, 
preparations for doing so should be made 
in good time. Tile most important of 
these is the thorough manuring and deep 
digging of the plots. The same advice 
applies to ground intended for the plant¬ 
ing of new breaks of Raspberries. As 
the foregoing fruits usually occupy the 
same piece of ground undisturlied for a 
good few years, the preparatory measures 
cannot be of too thorough a nature. 

Bedding plants.— -Where the growing of. 
soft-wooded plants for bedding is still 
carried on the propagation of the same 
should be commenced without further delay. 
The different varieties of Pelargoniums 
will first claim attention, and the cuttings 
should he taken as far as possible without 
marring the general effect. If a suffi¬ 
ciency of cuttings of any particular variety 
cannot bo obtained, some of the best of 
the old plants should bo lifted and pottqd 
later on when the beds are dismantled. 
The cuttings should be put either into pots 
or boxes, the latter being the more con¬ 
venient method when a large number of 
plants is required. The boxes, for the 
sake of economising space, should be all 
of one size. A convenient sized box is one 
that will hold fifty cuttings when dibbled 
in 2 inches apart each way, and may lie 
about 3 inches in depth. The boxes will 
he best placed either in a frame or a pit, 
so that, although abundant ventilation 
can lie afforded when fine, the cuttings 
can be protected from rain. If well 
watered at the time they are put in, a 
further supply will not lie'needed for some 
little time. Cuttings of Lobelias, Helio¬ 
trope, Ageratums, etc., should he dibbled 
into pans or C-incli lints filled with a suit¬ 
able sandy mixture in a fine condition, and 
root tiiem in beat or the jiropagating- 
liouse. 

Border Chrysanthemums _These should 

lie frequently looked to and kept securely 
staked, otherwise rough winds will he apt 
to break off the growths, if not the whole 
plant, and mar the display. The border 
should also he kept free of weeds, and the 
plants of dead and decaying leaves. 

Dahlias. —These also require frequent 
attention now, and both staking and tying 
should he securely done. Michaelmas 
Daisies also come under the same category 
in regard to seeing that they come to no 
harm in windy weather, for once they got 
blown over through insufficient staking 
or faulty tying no after amount of atten¬ 
tion will remedy matters. As this is the 
season when they will he at their best, the 
border should lie kept as neat and tidv as 
circumstances will admit of. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Pears are now swelling freely, and the 
larger fruits need to lie supported, ’l'liis 
is best done hv tying a piece of matting 
around the stalk and fastening it to some 
part of the branch immediately above the 
fruit, or small pieces of fish netting may 
lie placed under them, as in tire case of 
Melons. The fruits should he exposed to 
the sun and air as much as possible, in 
order to obtain good colour and flavour. 
Ripening fruits should lie examined fre¬ 
quently and the ripe fruits gathered. It 
is easily determined when tliev are ready 
by gently lifting the fruit on one sideband 
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if it is ripe the stalk will part readily from 
the noocl. The tomtit often works great 
destruction amongst Pears, attacking 
them near the stem of the fruit, and when 
tho skin is broken the wasp lends' assist¬ 
ance. Tile best way to protect wall or 
dwarf trees is to net them, but a single 
fold of fish netting is useless to exclude 
the tit, and if no close kind is available 
it should at least be placed two-fold over 
the trees. Various other modes of protec¬ 
tion are sometimes adopted, such as en¬ 
veloping the fruits in muslin bags. Pieces 
of cardboard with a slit to a hole in their 
centre slipped over tho stem of the fruit 
also form a good protection against tits. 

Strawberries. —The rains have benefited 
these plants, and they have made rapid 
growth. Established plants will continue 
to develop runners, hut these must he re¬ 
moved. Use a kuiro for severing them, as 
ia pulling them out thp crowns are often 
destroyed. The surface soil between the 
rows should he loosened with the hoo pre¬ 
paratory to placing a mulch of half-de¬ 
cayed manure over the roots. Mulches 
are best applied now, as the autumn rains 
wash the inauurial properties down to the 
roots. The litter also protects the crowns 
hm! foliage from injury during severe 
frost. 

Salvias intended for autumn flowering 
are afforded alternate waterings of weak 
liquid manure and an occasional top-dross- 
ing of an approved fertiliser. Salvias are 
gross feeders, and must lie regularly sup¬ 
plied with water, for if the roots are 
allowed to become dry the bottom leaves 
will drop and the plants become unsightly. 
After the middle of September it is not 
safe in this locality to trust anything of 
a tender nature in the open air, for though 
the night temperature may not fall so low 
as to permanently injure the plants, a few 
degrees below freezing will often give the 
foliage an unsightly appearance from 
which it does not recover. Previous to 
housing plants, the glass and woodwork 
should be well washed. Each plant be¬ 
fore being housed should be looked over 
to see that, it is free from aphides, thrips, 
or red-spider. If any traces of thrips or 
red-spider are discovered the plants should 
be syringed with or dipped in a reliable 
insecticide. 

Beetroot. —The main crop of Beetroot 
needs more careful attention and lifting 
than tlio earlier Globe varieties, in order 
that the roots may keep well. Avoid 
bruising or breaking the roots, especially 
the tap-roots, otherwise the Boots will he 
of an inferior colour when cooked. The 
outer leaves should be rubbed off when the 
plants are lifted. The roots should be 
stored in a cool shed, in fine soil, arrang¬ 
ing them in layers. They should lie kept 
moist and covered with straw during the 
winter. 

Seakale or Spinach Beet is not largely 
cultivated, but it is a very ornamental 
plant, and should be grown in gardens 
where there is plenty of space. The 
ilauts are now at their best, and the outer 
eaves may be pulled and sent to the 
kitchen. The mid-ribs are treated in the 
same way as Seakale, the rest of the leaf 
being cooked like Spinach. 

Turnips have done well this season, and 
if the stock exceeds the demand the sur¬ 
plus roots may be lifted and stored before 
they become too large. Thin the seedlings 
of later sowings and stir the ground fre¬ 
quently with the hoo. 

Potatoes. —As tho result of the exces¬ 
sive rains during August Potato disease 
has made its appearance in this district. 
I have had all the haulm cut off and burnt, 
and all tubers will lie lifted as soon as 
possible. I know of no hotter method of 
storing Potatoes than placing them in 
clamps. Tubers showing the slightest 
trace of disease are rejected, and as tho 
Potatoes are placed in layers a little 
newlv-slaked lime is dusted over them. 
As the size of the clamp increases, suit¬ 
able apertures for yenvhuion arc Iplaccd 
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at intervals to prevent the Potatoes heat¬ 
ing. When they are placed in position a 
good layer of straw is used as a covering, 
and then on top of this sufficient soil to 
exclude frost. Medium-sized tubers are 
selected for next season’s planting, and 
these are spread out thinly in a shed that 
is frost-proof. Seed Potatoes obtained 
from Scotland have done remarkably well, 
giving far better results than any others. 
Arran Chief and Great Scot have produced 
enormous crops of first-rate quality. 

Coleworts. —The last lot lias been put 
out, and all blanks that have occurred in 
the earlier plantations filled up. 

Spring Cabbage _If not already done, 

there should bo no further delay in plant¬ 
ing the principal hatch of Cabbage, after 
the manner described on page 490. 

Mushrooms. —Continue to collect horse- 
droppings for providing successional beds, 
placing the manure in an open shell, where 
it may be turned frequently to prevent it 
becoming sour. Beds spawned at this 
date should furnish Mushrooms in about 
six or seven weeks. Beds spawned a 
month ago should he examined, and if the 
surfaeo is found to be dry give a gentle 
watering with soft water. Syringe the 
walls and floor of the house frequently so 
long as the weather is fine and dry. 

Cucumbers. —Strong plants have been 
planted on well prepared beds in the 
Cucumber house. A bed of leaves and 
long litter which was previously well mixed 
and turned was built up, and on this was 
placed a mixture of good loam and leaf- 
soil in equal proportions. Cucumbers do 
much better during the winter where 
growing in a light rather than a heavy 
soil. The plants require to lie staked 
until the trellis is reached, and every en¬ 
couragement should he given them to grow 
freely. The ventilators are closed early ill 
tile day, and the foliage sprayed with 
tepid water both in the morning and early 
afternoon. The plants should not he 
hurried into bearing, and even when they 
commence to hear great care should lie 
taken not to overtax them. Plants in full 
hearing need careful attention now the 
days are shortening, thinning out the old 
wood, and regulating the young growths 
as much as possible. Give frequent top- 
dressings of fresh compost, and imme¬ 
diately the plants appear to lie losing their 
vigour afford plenty of stimulants in fre¬ 
quent hut weak doses. Never allow the 
fruits to remain on the plants a day longer 
than is necessary. If not required for 
immediate use place the ends in a little 
water. F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Work and the weather. —When the time 
of the autumnal equinox approaches there 
is always a probability that the weather 
will he of a broken character," and, earlier 
than usual, this has been the ease during 
the present season. For nearly a week 
rain has fallen almost incessantly. Of 
course, this lias put out-of-door work for 
the most part quite out of tho question, 
and has made the daily gatherings of 
vegetables and of fruit rather an un¬ 
pleasant business. The effects, too, of the 
wet, cold, and sunless weather are ap¬ 
parent upon the fruit on wall trees, which, 
already later than usual, will lie further 
delayed. There is always, however, a 
silver liningj and tile water supply, which 
is here at times rather precarious during 
September, will not cause anxiety. Owing 
to circumstances, the usual work in plant- 
houses has been considerably curtailed 
during the present year—that is, in the 
way of sponging and cleaning generally, 
and in the matter of training. Advantage 
was, therefore, taken of the wet spell to 
make up all arrears in that direction, and 
during the week most of the plants have 
been thoroughly cleansed. Fortunately, 
we are, and have been for some years now, 
quite free from that dreaded pest mealy¬ 
bug, so that the work has not lieen diffi¬ 


cult. In a general way, luke-warm soapy 
water, followed by a thorough syringing, 
is quite enough, hut where thrips may lie 
noticed a little Gishurst compound added 
will prove effectual. A dull period is very 
favourable for vaporising, and a timely 
use of one of tho specifics will materially 
aid in keeping down insect pests. Pot- 
washing, too, has been attended to. It is 
surprising how dirty pots accumulate; 
and When these are washed they ought to 
lie graded in the rack according to their 
respective sizes. Tho stock of labels has 
been over-hauled ; in fact, what is usually 
called potting-shed work has been brought 
up to date. 

Greenhouses. —A little rearrangement 
at this time will keep things bright until 
tho time—now at hand—comes round for 
tho housing of Chrysanthemums. 
Coleuses are useful and bright for tem¬ 
porary purposes, and Grovillea rohusta is 
iglit and graceful. Any tuberous Be¬ 
gonias which are now .becoming shabby 
can be placed outside to complete ripening. 
This is better than the usual practice of 
putting them under stages upon hot- 
water pipes. At present there is no fire 
heat—or only occasionally—and the con¬ 
ditions under stages must necessarily lie 
damp and unfitted for ripening off Be¬ 
gonias. Similarly, it is preferable to 
stand Fuchsias out-of-doors at this time, 
and to allow them to go to rest by degrees. 

Scarborough Lilies (Yalotta purpurea) 
have been very bright, and now that their 
bloom is almost over the plants should not 
he neglected as regards watering. Some 
prefer to dry these Imllis off, but it seems 
better to treat them so that they are ever¬ 
green. Should Hydrangeas not have 
been cut down, lot this lie done without 
delay, and the best of tho cuttings may 
be put into a close propagating pit or 
into a Melon or Cucumber lied, where 
they will soon root. Pick off decaying 
blooms of Zonal Pelargoniums regularly, 
for damp soon spreads and spoils the 
blooms. In rearranging, staging may lie 
done more thinly. This allows of a freer 
circulation of air among the plants, and 
moisture will dry up more readily. To 
assist in this, ventilate as freely as pos¬ 
sible during the day, hut, in order to de¬ 
lay firing as much as possible, tho houses 
may be shut up early in tho afternoon. 

Stove —Plants which have been sum¬ 
mering jin other quarters must now be 
brought back to their usual places. It is 
necessary now to have a regular fire, 
although, at the same time, it is not ad¬ 
visable to begin with too warm pipes. 
The sudden change might easily result in 
an outbreak of insect pests. Gloxinias 
and Achimenes which have completed their 
period of usefulness may be laid on their 
sides in order to hasten the process of 
ripening. If any desired colour of Glox¬ 
inia. be required in increased quantity, 
leaf cuttings may be put in to the needful 
number. Full light and sunshine are un¬ 
equalled for bringing up the colours in 
Dracaenas and fine-foliaged plants gener¬ 
ally. The supply of water to C'aladiums 
can now be reduced, as their work is 
nearly over, although the choice little C. 
argyrites may last in good condition for 
some time yet. Saintpaulia iouantha is 
always useful, and young plants are now 
coming on. Watering, so far as possible, 
ought now to be done in the morning. 
Less moisture will bo needed in the atmo¬ 
sphere, but changes ought to be gradual 
in this respect, and to bear some relation 
to the fire heat employed. 

Cucumbers in pits. — Grown in pits 
oil the ordinary hotbed, the beat of 
which is now declining, as much of the 
sun’s heat as possible Hill be required for 
Cucumbers. Therefore, when there is a 
sunny day lot the closing-up time hitherto 
adhered to he a trifle accelerated. No 
shading is now permissible, and all tho 
water used ought to have the chill taken 
off. Mats, too, may )jo used at night to 
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nssist in retaining tlie heat. So treated, 
plants may be kept bearing for some time 
yet. 

Seed sowing. —In districts where the 
sodden state of the soil has precluded seed 
sowing, cold frames, or even lmxes or 
pans, ought to be utilised to make sow¬ 
ings of Brassicai if these have been over¬ 
looked. \V. McGuffoo. 

Halmac Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


BEES. 

BEES ANT) THEIR ENEMIES. 

It was pointed out on August 25th that 
bees suffer from attacks by wasps. The 
wasp, however, is not the only enemy the 
bee has. No sooner has the wasp been 
beaten off than another foe may make its 
a pi warn nee, a foe less numerous, but more 
insidious, and one which the bee seems 
quite incapable of attacking or beating off. 
A strong colony of liens can usually repulse 
the onslaughts of wasps with complete 
success : a moderate colony can do so, also, 
if assisted by the bee-keeper in the de¬ 
fence in such ways as we have advised. 
The mouse, on the other hand, meets with 
no resistance whatever from the bees 
There apitears to lie something so repulsive 
and objectionable in mice that lams have 
been known to totally abandon their home 
with all its stores when one mouse has 
found its way into tile ilive. On the ap¬ 
proach of cold weather the liees leave the 
entrance, and a mouse, smelling a happy 
combination of warmth and plenty, will 
creep through the open door into luxurious 
winter quarters, which it does not leave 
before the spring, and until much damage, 
often Irreparable, has been done to winter 
stores, combs, and bees. 

The chief preventive measure is so obvi¬ 
ous as to be almost unnecessary to state. 
It is simply to see that the hive entrance is 
too low for a mouse to get through. After 
danger of robbery by bees and wasps is 
over hive entrances should be ojieucd to a 
width of not loss than l> Inches or 9 inches, 
to provide ttiat essential of bee life—abun¬ 
dant ventilation. If the height of the en¬ 
trance be more than jj inch reduce it to 
that, by some means, to prevent mice from 
getting in. A piece of perforated zinc will 
serve admirably. A mouse-trap clearly is 
too uncertain—the raider may get jiast it. 
Also cut away from round the hive, par¬ 
ticularly round the alighting-board, all tall 
Grass, etc., up which mice may climb, and 
let the hive lie so far off the ground as to 
forbid a possible leap on to the aligliting- 
board. For every reason it is unwise to 
allow anything to grow too long and too 
strong near bce-ldves. Over-growth of 
Grass below, or trees and bushes above 
and around, encourage dampness, and keep 
autumn fogs and mists hanging round the 
hives, which, in consequence, cannot isissi- 
hly he as warm and dry as they would lie 
if the air could circulate around them. 
As winter comes on some kinds of tits will 
peck up what bees show themselves outside 
the entrance. A mouse-trap of the “ Little 
Nipiier ” ty|ie will catch this foe, or if 
humane instincts prevail—as, indeed, they 
should—a piece of small-mesh netting in 
wire or string fixed in front of tlie hive 
will protect the bees from birds. 

It is a very good plan to drop three or 
four small pieces of naphthalene at the 
back of (lie hive Inside the brood chamber. 
They will serve as a preventive of foul 
brood, wax moth. etc., and also drive off 
such hive nuisances as earwigs and ants. 
After feeding Is finished and the feeder 
taken off lay plenty of warming quilts on 
tlie top of the brood chamber, so that your 
bet's shall lit' well protected against the 
whiter Cold. Make sure that the whole 
ldve, and especially the roof, are proof 
against rain ancLsnpw. ,B. It. H. 
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ItOYAL HORTICULTFRAL SOCIETY. 

September 11th, 1917. 

With the usual fortnightly meeting of the 
Society on this date were associated the 
autumn exhibition of the National Rose 
Society and tlie annual exhibition of the 
National Dahlia Society, the whole Idling 
the Drill Hall to its utmost capacity. 
Of the ordinary exhibits, hardy fruits oc¬ 
cupied a prominent place, excellent col¬ 
lections from various sources attracting 
considerable attention. Hardy flowers 
and greenhouse plants were in the 
minority, and Orchids were not numer¬ 
ously shown. Choice shrubs and orna¬ 
mental Crabs were among other attrac¬ 
tions. The exhibits of Dahlias were 
below tlie average, both as to quality and 
quantity. Roses, on tlie other hand, were 
very good, and of these there was a great 
feast from growers far and near. The 
new varieties were, in our opinion, not up 
to their usually‘high standard of excel¬ 
lence. 

HARDY PLANTS. 

A nice group of Lilies and shrubs came 
from the Alder River Nursery Co., Ivor 
Heath. The Lilies were chiefly of the 
speclosuiu scl, such ns the pure white 
Kradzeri and riibrum lieing freely shown. 
In another group a goodly lot of L. longi- 
floruin was remarked. Apart from Hie 
Lilies, Kireiigeshomn iwliimta was (lie 
most conspicuously beautiful plant—cer¬ 
tainly tlie most uncommon liardy plant at 
tlie meeting. The flowers are yellow, 
fleshy, and freely borne on 3 feet high 
stems. Erythrina Crlstagalli, Thalic- 
trum dipterocarpum, Viburnum rh.vtido- 
pliylhim (bearing clusters of both black 
and scarlet fruits), Berlicrks virescens, is. 
Lyeimn, and Corlaria .jniKinica were also 
noted. In ail Interesting lot of tilings — 
alpine and shrub—from Mr. G. Heuthe, 
Rhododendron obtnsutuin (rose), R. fasti- 
giatum and II. intricatum (blue and 
lavender respectively and of miniature 
habit of growth), Rerberis Sargonti, 
Gaultl^eria Veitclii (blue-fruited siK'cies), 
Viburnum japonicum (sweet scented, 
white flowers, with violet stamens), and 
Fagus fusca (a pretty New Zealand 
Beech) were all notable. Gentiana enly- 
cosn was the choicest, alpine, Kirenge- 
shomn palmata the most distinct herba¬ 
ceous plant. Mr. W. Wells, jun., staged 
freely of the new Aster Amellus King 
George, also Seneeio pulcber, and late- 
flowering spikes of Delphiniums. 

SHRUBS. 

A group of these, brilliant with many 
5 feet to (i feet high fruiting examples ol 
Crutiegus Pyracantba Ltelandi, also con¬ 
tained not a few of the choicer Vines, 
llenryana, flexuosa, and others. Tricus- 
pidnria liincoolata, Eucryphia eord'folia. 
Ilex I’ernyi, l’ittosporum Mayi Silver 
Queen (a very beautiful plant) were 
others of note. Not. the least striking 
were excellent examples of the rare 
.luniporiis pnchyplilcea cleganlissiiua. 
whose rieli glaucous colour renders it 
highly ornamental. These were from 
Messrs, l’iiier. In an oppositely-placed 
group Messrs. J. Clieal and Sons had an 
hiteresting lot of ornamental Crabs, the 
branches loaded with fruit. Transcendent 
was, perhaps, the most richly coloured, 
Montreal Beauty has larger fruits, less 
numerously produced, while Dartmouth 
and .1. Downle were heavily laden with 
fruit. Clieal's Crimson Crab (Pyrus 
prunifolia, variety coccinea) gained nil 
Award of Merit; it is the most brilliant 
of them all. Aronin arbutifolia (Choke- 
berry) and tlie Sen Buckthorn (loaded 
with fruit) were also noted. Mr. ,T. C. 
Allgrove contributed a beautiful lot. of 


fruiting brunches of Euonymus japonl- 
cus l.'itifolius, which are now highly orna¬ 
mental. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Messrs. H. B. May and Sons contributed 
Ferns In variety, a large number of the 
most recent additions to Nephrolepis being 
included in tlie group. From Mr. Charles 
Turner came a big group of Dahlias, 
largely of the decorative and Preony- 
flowered sections. St. Egwyn (pink), 
Offenbach (yellow), Aphrodite (a grand 
white), and Artemis (scarlet) were of out¬ 
standing merit. Mr. .1. B. Riding also 
had a big display, the larger varieties— 
Delice, Giant of Lyons (crimson collar¬ 
ette). Exmoulli (yellow), and Pierre 
Leblond (crimson, tipped white)—were 
noted. 

ORCHIDS. 


Lielio-Cattleya Bronze King and L.-C. 
Commander-in-Chief, in Messrs. Arm¬ 
strong and Brown's group, both gained 
Awards of Merit. The latter has golden 
petals and velvet-crimson lip. Ltclia 
pumila alba. Odontioda Sensation rosea, 
and Cattleya Saturn alba were also good. 
Messrs. Sander’s Odontonia MacNabiana 
iMiltonia x Odontoglossum) was most 
interesting. Cyjiri|iedlum Robin Hood 
ami Cattleya TliHics Britannic (rose- 
lawn sepals and rich crimson lip) were 
very good. Conspicuous in Messrs. 
Clinrlesworth's group were Stanhopea 
oculata und Cattleya Adula, var. Vesuvius. 
Lielio-Cattleya Britainiie was also good. 
Sir Jeremiah Column, Bart., sent nice 
plants of Sophro-Cattle.va Faborls and 
Auguloa Cliftoni. Messrs. Flory and 
Black also showed the Sophro-Cnttleyn 
just named and Brasso-Cattleya Irene per- 
feeta (of soft pink tone). Messrs. Ilassnl 
also eonfrlbuted Brasso-Cattleya Irene 
and some good examples of Cattleya 
Adula. 


FRUIT AND VEGETABLES. 

The only vegetable shown was the new 
hybrid Vegetable Marrow Rotherside 
Orange, raised by Mr. Herbert Chapman. 
Ail excellent new Tomato (Lawson’s 
Favourite) and a new early dessert Apple 
(James Lawson) (tlie result of crossing 
Cellini and Gravenstcin) were shown by 
Messrs. H. Gnnnell and Sons, Eynsford. 
The Apple Is juicy and of a nice brisk 
flavour. From Mr. J. C. Allgrove came 
an important exhibit of Apples, Tears, 
ami Plums, fruiting trees and gathered 
fruits being freely shown. The new Apple 
Rev. W. Wilks, on both the Paradise and 
Crab, was interesting, two-year-old ex¬ 
amples on both stocks bearing fruits of 
giant size. Cellini, Werder's Golden 
Reinette, Cox’s Orange Pippin, and Red 
Victoria were other good sorts. A tree of 
l’enr Marguerite Mari lint, 4 feet or so 
high, had a score of handsome fruits. 
Souvenir de Congr<?s and Clapp’s 
Favourite I icing also good. Gathered 
Plums and Apples in basket groups con¬ 
stituted a good margin, of the former, 
Nectarine, Pond’s Seedling, Monarch, 
Jefferson, and Coe's Golden Drop being 
noted. Apples, too, were plentiful, but 
that which appealed most of all was St. 
Everard, which, while brilliant in colour, Is 
without doubt the best dessert sort of the 
moment. Jacob’s Seedling. J. Grieve, and 
Worcester I’eiirnlalii were also remarked. 
Of quite another class was the superb lot 
from Mr. J. A. Nix, Tilgate, Crawley 
(gardener, Mr. E. Neal). Here a back¬ 
ground was formed of eight varieties of 
Grapes, three bunches of each, Gros 
Maroc, Appley Towers, Black Hamburgh. 
Lady Hastings, Muscat of Alexandria, 
Muscat Hambro’, Lady Dowue's, and 
Madresfield Court lxdiig the varieties 
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Beurre Supertin, and Durondenu, Teaches 
and Nec til lines, Brown Turkey Figs, and 
1'iunis were of a high order of excellence 
throughout. Another admirable collec¬ 
tion of fruit came from Mr. H. Close. 
Little Croft. Orpington. Here Apples and 
Plums predominated, such of the former 
as Emperor Alexander, Bismarck, J. 
Brieve, Lane's Prince Albert, Clias. Boss, 
Bibston Pippin, Warner's King, Gas¬ 
coyne's Scarlet, 'and Yorkshire Beauty 
being remarked ; of Plums, Cox's Em¬ 
peror, Magnum Bomiw. Pond's Seedling, 
Monarch, and Jefferson's Gage being note¬ 
worthy. Tlie more conspicuous of the 
Pears were Marguerite Marillat, Confer¬ 
ence, and Doyenne Boussoch. 

A complete list of the plants eertiflcnted 
and medals a warded will lie found in our 
advertisement pages. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Questions. —Queries and answers art in 
serted in Gardening free of charge, if corre- 
s/wndents follow these rules : All communications 
should be clearly written on one side of the paper 
only , and addressed to the Editor o/*Gardening, 
63, Lincolns Inn Fields, London , W.C. 2. 
Letters on business should be sent to the Pub¬ 
lisher. The name and address of the sender 
are required in aeldition to any designation he 
may desire to be used in the paper. When 
more than one query is sent each should be on a 
separate piece of jxiper , the name and address 
being added to each. As Gardening has to be 
sent to press some days in advance of date, 
queries cannot always be replied to in the issue 
immediately following their receipt. We do not 
reply to queries by post. 

Naming plants. —All who wish their 
plants to be rightly named should send fair 
examples of each—the stem, leaf, flower, or fruit. 
(Snippets of leaves and jtoinls of shoots are use¬ 
less. ) Not more than four plants should be sent 
in any one week by the same correspondent. 
Where more than one kind is sent they should be 
numbered. Of conifers the fruit should always 
be sent. 

Naming fruit. —Several specimens in dif¬ 
ferent stages of colour and size of the same kind 
greatly assist in its determination. We hai>e 
received from several correspondents single speci¬ 
mens of fruits for naming, these in many cases 
being unripe a wl otherwise poor. We can under - 
lake to name only four varieties at a time. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Plants for angles Of walls ( Ignorance ).— 
The most likely flowering plants are such 
Lilies as L. candidum, L. Hansoni, and L. 
Henryi (the last is a complete success in 
a like place at the moment), Solomon’s 
Seal, Saxifrnga eordifolia purpurea, and 
any of the varieties of Campanula persiei- 
folia. Primula Bulleyana, P. pulveru- 
leiitii, and P. Sieholdi varieties should 
also do well in such a spot. For later- 
flowering, varieties of Campanula carpa- 
tiea should lie grown. Jf duly prepared, 
such a corner may lie made interesting 
with a selection of the above-named asso¬ 
ciated with Ferns. The common Blue 
Beil and Poterium obtusum are also good 
for like places. 

TREES AND SHRUBS. 

Oleanders (./. It. 7J.).—To induce these 
plants to flower freely they should be en¬ 
couraged to make a vigorous growth dur¬ 
ing the spring and early summer, by giv¬ 
ing them one or two liberal shifts, using 
r| cl), loamy soil, and when well rooted 
giving plenty of water and weak liquid- 
manure. At the same time they should 
luive a light position, with little or no 
shade, and free ventilation. Towards the 
autumn ripen the growth by full exposure 
to sun and air. During the winter keep 
cool and airy, and moderately but not too 
dry, as the foliage is evergreen. The best 
time to strike them ^T^ist^as jwiqpd 


commences to mature, say the beginning 
of August. The points of the shoots made 
during the summer should be taken, cut¬ 
ting them to three joints. Fill a 4J-incb 
pot about one-third full of drainage, and 
insert the cuttings round the edge of the 
pot, making the compost, which should be 
light and well sanded, very firm. Place in 
a cool frame or under a bell-glass in a cool 
greenhouse, and shade from hot sun, at 
the same time keeping the soil quite moist 
and admitting air for an hour or so every 
morning. They should strike in about six 
weeks’ time, when they should be inured 
to the full air and light, wintering them 
in "a frost-proof structure and potting off 
separately into small pots the following 
March. 

VEGETABLES. 

Asparagus failing (IT.).—If we may 
judge by the roots of Asparagus sent, we 
should say that the position is badly 
drained. Asparagus to dt> well must 
have, if the soil is very wet and heavy, 
plenty of good drainage, otherwise the 
roots will perish in the way those you sent 
have done. Your only course is to make 
a fresh bed," seeing to it that plenty of 
drainage is put in. You will find an 
article dealing ‘with the making of_an 
Asparagus bed in our issue of March 7 th, 
1914, page 163, a copy of which can be had 
from the publisher, post free, for 2Jd. 

Tomatoes scalded (//. B. Norton ).— 
Your Tomatoes are what is known as 
scalded, which is caused when the fruits 
are in the morning damp with moisture, 
because the house has been shut up close, 
and the sun scalds them before they are 
dry. Scalding, too, may to a great ex¬ 
tent be caused by cutting awav the foliage, 
which one often sees. Rich food is often 
given in excess, and without foliage to ab¬ 
sorb such food it is forced into the fruits, 
causing bad flavour, spot, and scalding. 
YVe do not denude other plants of their 
leaves in the same way that one often sees 
the Tomato treated, and it is impossible to 
prevent the fruits scalding when this 
severe cutting takes place. The smooth 
varieties scald much sooner than the corru¬ 
gated kinds, the skin being probably more 
sensitive. 

Failure of Celery (R. W. P .).—We find, 
after closely examining the Celery plant 
forwarded, that there is basal rot present, 
which, without doubt, is the reason why 
the plant has failed to develop a succes¬ 
sion of heart leaves in the usual manner. 
As to why the base of the stem rotted in 
the way it has done, we are unable to say. 
Tf the other plants in the trench from 
which this was taken are similarly affected 
we should be inclined to think that there 
is or was something in the soil or manure 
of a deleterious nature. If the other 
plants have not got basal rot, we are then 
quite at a loss to account for their failing 
to develop growth in the usual way. It is 
fortunate the plants in the other trench 
are not affected. If on examination the 
whole of the plants in question are 
affected with “ rot,” burn them and take 
the precaution to dress the soil with hot 
lime. 

Blanching Celery with paper collars 

(.1 Reader ).—This is to my mind an ineffi¬ 
cient and time-wasting idea, as no proper 
blanching is possiblo unless the usual 
earthing-up is done. All it does is that 
it saves the tying up with raffia, which, 
if carefully done, prevents the soil getting 
into the hearts of the plants. A good 
kitchen gardener would never dream of 
“collaring” the Celery. The late Mr. 
Barron would have none of it. Had the 
plan been any good it would now be uni¬ 
versal. I have seen it used nearly fifty 
years ago by a well-known gardener in the 
north, who, in order to get a few early 
beads for exhibition, put the plants in 
paper collars, hut earthed up in the usual 
way. This same gardener used to enclose 
the heads in drain-pipes; hut the heads of 
Celery treated in this way were poor com¬ 
pared with those that were moulded up in 
the usual way.—W. P. T. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

Glaswegian. —You can get the hknging- 
baskets made of wood or wire from any 

horticultural sundriesman.- Churchill. 

—The only way is to fork it out, or, if this 
cannot be done, then possibly mowing fre¬ 
quently, would get rid of it, iis in this way 

seeding would be prevented.- T. B.— 

YVe do not think the book you refer to is 
in print. The only chance of your getting 
it would be from a second-hand bookshop. 

YY'e will make inquiries however.- 

Gloucester .—Of the three Apples you men¬ 
tion, we should select James Grieve.- 

F. E. Lloyd .—The germination of the 
■seeds in the way shown is not at all un¬ 
usual in a very wet season. 

NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants_ H. E. Joyce.— The 

Loquat {Eriobotyra japoniea).- M. B .— 

1, The Bladder Senna (Colutea arbores- 
cens); 2, Teconia radicans; 3, Physian- 

thus alliens; 4, Euonymus europiums.- 

D. 11. L. —1, Pteris serrulata; 2, Pteris 
eretica nlbo-hneata ; 3, Selaginella apoda ; 

4, Asplenium bulbiferum.- E. H. Smith. 

—Poterium canadense.- J. R. Groom ,— 

Polygonum baldschuanicum.- J. N. R. 

—Poterium canadense.- C. M. Gibson. 

—YY'e cannot undertake to name florist 
flowers, as Roses, Pelargoniums, Carna¬ 
tions, etc.- Lady Gertrude Rolle .— 

Cystopteris canariensis (Madeira and 
Canary Islands). The frond sent is about 
the usual size. 

Names of fruits_ M. C. S .—Apple 

Lord Derhy. YY'e cannot name Plums 
unless at the same time is sent a piece of 
the growing wood. YY’hen sending fruit 
for name, please read our rules as to the 

number that must be sent.- J. P .— 

Apples: 1, Duchess of Oldenburg; 2, Mr. 
Gladstone; 3, Cellini; 4, YY’orcester Pear- 
main. ./. A'.— Apples: 1, HawtliArnden ; 

2, Cox’s Orange; 3 King of tile Pippins; 

4, Keswick Codlin.- F. L. Ross .— 

Pears: 1, YY'illiam’s Bon Chretien; 2, 
Beurre Superfin ; 3, Pitmastou Duehcss; 

Apple: 4, Golden Spire.- Fish. —I, De 

Montfort: 2, Jefferson; 3, Transparent 
Gage ; 4, Not recognised. 

CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

F. Gifford, Montague Nursery, Horn¬ 
church, Essex .—List of Delphiniums, 
Pironies, and Phloxes. 

MM. Vu.moiun et Cie., Paris .—List of 
Bulbs and Strawberries; List of Vegetable 
and Flower Seeds for Autumn Sowing. 

“Immune” Potatoes_The Food Pro¬ 

duction Department point out that the 
Seed Potatoes (Immune Varieties) Order, 
1917, requires that every person who has 
under cultivation upwards of a half acre 
of Potatoes of the description mentioned 
in Clause 1 of the Order—viz., King 
George, Great Scot, Lochar, and Templar 
—or who has in liis hands upwards of 
5 tons of such Potatoes, shall before Sep¬ 
tember 15tli make a return, showing tlie 
acreage which he has under these varie¬ 
ties, or, if lifted, the quantity in tons he 
has in his possession at the time the re¬ 
turn is made and the location of the Pota¬ 
toes. Copies of a form on which to make 
tho return can be obtained from the 
Director-General, Food Production De¬ 
partment, 72, Vietoria-street, London, 

5. YV. 1, to whom the return should be 
posted as soon as filled in. No stamp 
need be affixed to the letter applying for a 
form, nor to tlie envelope containing tho 
completed return. 

Trial of Perpetual-flowering Carnations. 

—A trial of Perpetual-flowering Carna¬ 
tions will be held at the Royal Horticul¬ 
tural Society’s Gardens, YYVsley, during 
the coming season. Three plants of each 
variety, together with the necessary entry 
forms should reach the Director, Royal 
Horticultural Society’s Gardens, YY'isley, 
Ripley, Surrey (station: Horsley, L. and 
S.YY'.B.) by September 30th, 1917. Forms 
of entry (one tor each variety) tail be had 
on application to the Director at the above 
address. 
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VAPORITE 

Of All Seedsmen 

Snuwsoa Cwimicai C»l^ r* Queen Victos.a tv lqwdow 


KILLS 

insects nncioi 


Advertisement Rates. 

Scale of Charges for 
Advertisements in 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED.” 


GLASS.. 


lpeolal Prices for Cash with Order In HulL 
CLASS. 4/31 os. 


Boxes. 100 200 I Boxes, 100 200 

sq.ft, sq.ft. sq.ft, sq.ft. 

8 x Bln. 26 6 46- 12,14.15.16.18.' 

9x7.0. 29- 47 8 

10 X 8m. 32 6 59 - 18> 20 1 


42- 72- 


12,13.14.15x Sin. 35- 61 
11.12,13.14 x9m 36 6 62 6 
2. 13. 14 x lOln 39- 67- 
13 t lhn. . 40- 68- 

16, 18, 20 X lOtll. 1 an ra 

16.18,90xlllai“* /JS * 


I3m 

16. 1H. 20. 22,24 

x 14m. J 

20.22, 24 x 151 n \ 

18. 20. 22. 24 x 46 
Min. .. J 
i 20.22.24 x 13m 48 


44- 75- 


pUTTY.Be*! SofL-1 cwt. 146; iowt.,7 9. lowt.. 
46; 14Hi*., 2 6. 

DIAMONDS. 7 6 and 10 6 each. 

GLASS CUTTERS. 6-wheel, 16 each. 

BEST MIXED PAINTS. 7-lb. lever tins. White, 
10 6 stone ; ordinary colours, 7 - per stone. 

r. «Sc T. ROSS. LTD., 

■"■BURTON ST., HULL. Kstab. 1843 


FLOWER SHOW FIXTURES. 


SEPTEMBER. 

September 24.— National Chrysanthemum Society's Execu¬ 
tive Committee; National Chrysanthe¬ 
mum Society's Floral Committee. 

35.—Royal Horticultural Society’s Vegetable 
Show. 

OCTOBER. 

Ootol»or 2.—Royal Hurticulliiral Society’s Fruit Show (2 

days} 

„ 8.—National Chrysanthemum Society s Floral 

Committee. 

„ 9.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

„ 21—National Chrysanthemum Society's Executive 

Committee; National Chrysanthemum 
Society * Floral Committee. 

„ 23. —Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

„ 29 —National Chrysanthemum Society a Floral 

Committee. 

NOVEMBER. 

Nuvemlier 6 .- Royal llorticultoral Society's Committees; 

National Chrysanthemum Society k 
A utumn Show (provisional date), Floral 
Committee. 

„ 19.—National Chrysanthemum Society's Execn- 

tire Commit i ; National Chryaaiitbe- 
mum Society's Floral Committee. 

„ 20. —Royal Horticultural Society s Couimittees. 

DECEMBER. 

December 3.—National Chrysanthemum Society’s Floral 
Committee. 

,, 4.—Royal Horticultural Society's Committees. 

„ 17 National Chrysanthemum Society's Execu¬ 

tive Com mil t ee. 


THE CHEAPEST IN ENGLAND. 



Copi/riffht IIrgittered. 


PORTABLE 

BUILDINGS. 

Made in complete sec¬ 
tion boat quality 
Rod Deal (not in¬ 
ferior Foreign Match 
Board* a* other 
makers), planed and V- 
joiuted on strong fram¬ 
ing. UlMif covered with 
compressed Asplialte 
over tangoed board*. 
Door fitted with strong 
hinge*, lock and key, 
bolts, etc. 


CASH WITH ORDER. Strong 

Sire* Flnnr. 

6 ft long, 4 ft. wide. 7 ft. high £4 16 0 12 - 

7 It long. 5 ft wide, 7 ft. 4 in. high 5 11 6 186 

8 ft. long. 6 ft . wide. 7 ft. 8 in. high 7 8 0 216 

V* ft. long, 7 ft. wide, 8 ft. high 8 12 0 316 

10 ft. long. 8 ft. wide, 8 ft. 4 in. high 9 Id 6 42 6 

12 ft. long. 8 ft. wide. 8 ft. 4 in high 11 1 6 50 6 

Carriage Paid to nun Station <u Kwjlatul and 1 Valet. 
Catalogue, with Testimonials, post free. 

J. T. HOBSON & CO., 

Largost Makers of Portable Buildings, 

Established 70 Yjuhs. BDDFORD. 
fl'srb, K acre*. 


BEAUTIFUL 


C0L0URE0 PLATES OF FLOWERS 

FOR 

SCREENS AND SCRAP BOOKS. 


H’« shall be glad if Secretaries of Horticul¬ 
tural Societies will kindly send the dates of 
their various shows to Editor , Gardening Illus¬ 
trated, oj, Lincoln s Inn Fields* London* JJ’. C.2. 


E xperienced gardener required.— 

Assistance given. State wage* and qualifications. 
Apply—J M. MASON, Beckington, Bath. 


Si7.o 12 inches by 9| inches. 
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BERNARD SHAW AS A FOOD 
REFORMER. 

He writes an article to the Vegetarian, 
the editor of which journal starts him off 
with these words : — 

We are favoured this month with a 
special article from the brilliant [pen 
of Mr. Bernard Shaw, who, in spite 
of all temptations to take to other 
rations, is still a vegetarian, and so 
living and moving and having his 
being, sets a notable individualistic 
and idealistic example to the literary 
world. 

After this exuberant lead off 1 we looked 
for something, and found not a word to 
throw the slightest light on a very great 
question ; nothing but the author's way 
of showing what a clever fellow he 
is and what fools all the rest are. Any 
strength of head or body he has he owes 
to the simple food of the Irish farm¬ 
house, and he does not tell us a word 
about it. Many great men and valued 
servants of the Slate were brought up in 
the same way, and the fact was worth a 
thought. There is not a trace of Irish 
wit or humour in Bernard, but as a 
paradox monger he is great among his 
countrymen. 

The one glimmer of light, in the article, 
and that told jn a Shawian way. not in 
the direct speech of Cob bet, is that foods 
of vegetable origin are not all good. 
That is true, and one of the things vege¬ 
tarians should learn to begin with. Wood, 
copse, and field, and even our markets, 
have many i>oisoiis, and deadly ones. 
The late Sir Henry Thompson formed a 
museum of the stones he cut out of the 
Inxlies of emperors, kings, and com¬ 
moners—stones that never should have 
been there. These stones out of place are 
formed by acids in the blood, and he 
proved that the worst forui of this acid 
was the common market Strawberry, a 
showy fruit of Chilian origin (hat gets a 
quite undue amount of space in our 
gardens. Then look at the Ihings that 
seem harmless piled up in the green¬ 
grocer's shop—coarse, dung-grown Cab¬ 
bages and soapy Potatoes, both poor food 
and not to be compared for an instant lu 
value with good cereal or fruit food. On 
the least valuable form of human food is 
based the name vegetarian, a misleading 
term, and which leaves out the far more 
noble foods that offer such a rich choice 
to ^ie food reformer. 

1. —Fruits of the earth, the essential 
food for man—classed as a frugivore by 
Cuvier, Owen, and others. 

2. —Cereals of our own regions and the 
tropics, the greatest gift of our earth 
mother. 

3. —Pulse, a vast source of food when 
well cooked. There are millions of acres 
grown in India and other lands of kinds 
we rarely hear of. 

4. —Nuts. Precious food, not as yet 
fully valued, anil, the best are not yet in 
iwnraon use, but delicious as they are 
borne by the tree, although some require 
grinding. 

5. —Roots. A great source of food, both 
in northern and tropical countries, where, 
under the name “ Yam,” various useful 
foods are grouped. 

6. —Lastly we have fhe green ‘bil4s, of 
the garden, useful toV^Jtrac del 


more care in their selection and cooking 
than the nobler cereals and fruits require. 

Mr. Arnold Hills, who believes in the 
flashing head lines of the American 
journalist, uses one over Mr. Shaw’s 
article—“ ‘ Wanted : A Revised I’ropa 
ganda of Vegetarianism.' By George 
Bernard Shaw”—but there is not one 
word in the article to Justify such a 
wording. I have shown that, tin- vege¬ 
tarian in adopting the wrong name 
weakens his own case; that the cookery 
in the vegetarian restaurants is atrocious, 
and that the vegetarian papers are usu¬ 
ally devoid of any practical aid, being 
mostly made up of gassy talk of meetings. 

W. 


NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 

Lilies of the Valley for the wild garden. 

—I was much interested in the description 
as to Lilies of the Valley fruiting in a 
wild garden. Can any reader who knows 
tell me the best form for naturalising? 
Does the Fortin variety thrive and fruit 
well, or is it the one sold as Victoria that 
is best? It is pleasant to see a plant that 
has charmed our eyes in the spring bril¬ 
liant with fruit in the fall.—W. 

- Although the Lily of the Valley 

seems shy in setting fruit, the latter is 
very beautiful in the wild garden at this 
season. Here, where we have the plant 
naturalised among creeping Ivy, the leaf¬ 
less stems, encli bearing six - to ten bright 
scarlet berries, make a brilliant patch of 
colour against the rich green carpeting. 
These fruits are often half an inch in 
diameter and of as line a. colour as those 
of the wild Arum, which rii>en at the same 
time.— Garden. 

A note from Cornwall.— Pelargoniums 
are usually regarded as very susceptible 
to frost, but a show variety which I left 
out all winter, and which to all appear¬ 
ance had perished, has recently thrown 
up a fresh stem. Many persons lost their 
shrubby Veronicas, but I have some on 
top of an exposed fence quite untouched 
by tlie frost. It Is hard to account for 
these matters.— W. .T. Farmer. 

Cynoglossum amabile _Your commen¬ 

dation of this Hound's-tongue (page 501) is 
well deserved, for it is a charming 
autumn flower ; but it has one objection¬ 
able proiierty. It produces innumerable 
burrs of a peculiarly adhesive character, 
which, when they get. into the hair of a 
dog or tlie fur of a cat, cause intolerable 
irritation, and cannot be got rid of save 
by cutting off the hair or fur.— Herbert 
Maxwell, Monreilh. 

The Virgin's Bower in a hedgerow.—A 

misprint appears in the note on this 
in tlie issue of September 22ud (pige 
515). Plashing, the local term for the 
periodical cutting down of the hedgerow 
in the forest district, was mistaken for 
planting. Clematis Vitieella was sown 
in tlie hedgerow when that was being 
formed of Quick, Sweet Brier, and 
Quince. It came up freely, varied a little 
in colour, takes no harm from the plash¬ 
ing, and throws a delicate lace-work of 
its flowers over the hedgerow every year. 
— W. 


A sand Verbena (Abronia umbellata).— 
With a never satisfied longing for the 
pretty Californian flowers, I keep on, and 
this year gave tlie above-named the 
warmest corner ahd soil full of burnt 
refuse, but the cold was against, it, and 
the little umbels only opened in mid- 
JSeptember. It. is of little use to tight 
against climate, and these plants cannot, 
I fear, he grown well in ours.—W. 

_ Crlnums at St. Mary's Isle. It may 
interest Mr. Ariiott to learn that a week 
ago the Crlnums at St. Mary's Isle were 
in full bloom. One iioiut Is worthy of 
mention : There was a change of gar¬ 
deners in 191(1, and owing to this the 
covering of the Crimims, as practised by 
the late Mr. Jeffrey, was overlooked. The 
winter of 19111-17 was very severe, but the 
Crimims have not, apparently, suffered in 
tlie slightest degree. In tlie same border 
—sheltered bV a conservatory—large 
pieces of Agapanthus umbeilatus were at 
tlie same time flowering well.—W. McG. 

Mignonette destroyers.— Hitherto, and 
nearly every year, my plants of this were 
attacked at the root, nml shrivelled away, 
some beds being wholly destroyed and 
others escaping, so I sowed in different 
beds, hoping to baffle the enemy. This 
year a different l>est is seen. The whole 
of the leaves of tlie plant and the 
flowers, too, are cleared off the root, the 
skeletons of Mignonette standing clear. 
I have hitherto troubled very little abput 
insect enemies, and often escape their 
attention, but tlie constant loss of this 
favourite leads me to ask your readers for 
a remedy or even filename of the creatures 
that get a living in sucli dishonourable 
ways.—W. 


Botanists and colour of flowers _Mr. 

H. Stuart Thompson says a few words 
about this in The Garden, which are quite 
true and apt:— 

Sir ,T. D. Hooker, in his “ Student’s 
Flora,” shows clearly that many of 
his descriptions were drawn from 
herbarium specimens, and that often 
he could not have seen the living 
plant. To dip at random into that 
book, it appears that he did not at¬ 
tempt to define tlie exquisite colour 
of Geranium pratense (when the sun 
shines through it the blue appears 
aglow with red), or of Genii,ma 
Amandin and G. germanica ; and of 
G. Pneumonnnthe all he says is 
“corolla bright blue inside.” Again. 
Vicia Cracca “ bright blue ” (!), V. 
sylvatlca “white with blue veins” 
(still in blossom on Septemlier 1 and 
the markings are, as usual, pale 
purple or mauve), V. satlva “ pale 
purple ” (usually u vivid purple-red 
and often crimson). French botanical 
and horticultural books are often uu- 
sntisfaetory in regard to colour: 

“ bleu ” and “ violet ” are used in the 
vaguest way. 

[Botanists arc too much indoors, and 
arc often mistaken as to the stature of 
trees. Botany and gardening are two 
wholly distinct things,and progress is much 
impeded by confusing them. Bentham 
states the Juniper is 4 feet high, though 
in Surrey, the county in tghich he wrote, 
there are many wijd trees over 20 feet 
high. Too much at the desk and among 
the dried (^b$|^-CHAMPAIGN 
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VEGETABLES. 

AUTUMN-RAISED CAULIFLOWERS. 
Many, will, about tills time, be pricking off 
seedling Cauliflowers into their winter 
quarters, whether in frames or in a shel¬ 
tered position out of doors. Of the value 
of such plants when they come through the 
winter there can he only one opinion, but 
it is to be feared there are, annually, 
more plants lost than survive to be of any 
use. It is not difficult to assign a reason 
for these failures. While the Cauliflower 
is tender, it is slightly hardier than is 
generally supposed, and. in a young state, 
will bear with impunity a few degrees 
of fropt. I am certain that the practice of 
pricking off seedling Cauliflowers into 
iartly exhausted hotbeds at this time is 
responsible for many losses. The roots get 
quickly to work in the gentle bottom heat, 
top growth is also hastened, and then, 
when tile heat declines, come the damp and 
foggy days of November and December. 
The stamina of the plants is weakened by 
early growth; they are unable to maintain 
progress, or even to remain stationary, 
but speedily collapse. 

When frames are utilised for the winter¬ 
ing of seedling Cauliflowers the following 
is a much more practical way, and one 
which will bo found to give excellent, 
sturdy plants when planting time again 
comes round. Level the bottom of the 
frame, and place a layer of well-rotted 
manure equally over It. Bent or tread this 
until it is quite firm, and about 3 inches or 
4 inches in depth when so firmed. On the 
top of tills place the same thickness, or a 
little more, of a good, holding soil. This 
may he composed of three parts of old 
loam and a port of leaf-mould and horse- 
droppings combined. The compost should 
also he made fairly firm by beating, re¬ 
membering that a firm root-run makes for 
thrifty growth. Ttie prospective grower 
ought not to permit himself to he tempted 
into using old potting soil in the forma¬ 
tion of tlie bed. I fear gardeners are, as 
a body, rather too fond of that material 
which does not permit of plants being 
lifted with a ball. Prick off the seedlings 
at a distance of 4 inches each way, and 
water carefully. Although frame protec¬ 
tion is given there must l>c no coddling. 
Keep the sashes off as long as may be done 
with safety, except, of course, during 
heavy rains. Should the winter be frosty 
protection must, of course, be given, by 
matting the sashes, but as soon as they 
can be dispensed with expose the young 
plants to the light. In wintering Cauli¬ 
flower plants in the open I am quite satis¬ 
fied with tlio.se put out along a south wall, 
or in front of a greenhouse wall. Except 
in very severe winters a few Spruce 
branches stuck through the lied at inter¬ 
vals provide quite sufficient protection. 

A Scottish Gardener. 

POTATO DISEASE. 

The stormy weather so prevalent of late 
lias brought on the much dreaded disease, 
and its continuance is aiding its develop¬ 
ment. The spraying of the Potato crops 
has not, in this locality at any rate, been 
practised so zealously as it might Ire, and 
though there arc no reports bearing on 
the prosiKiets of sprayed and unsprayed 
plots, there are rumours that spraying has 
not proved a deterrent against the disease. 
It Is true the continuously stormy weather 
has been a great hindrance against its 
effectiveness, for in many cases an applica¬ 
tion of liquid or dry powder spray has been 
followed by heavy rain. It is early to 
tell to what extent the ravages of disease 
will reduce the crop, but the present out¬ 
look is cei'lainlyTB*t assuring. 1 The early 
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kinds would have been sufficiently matured 
for lifting before there were serious signs 
of disease, and the second earlies, like 
British Queen, can be lifted quite safely 
for storing before there is any sign of leal 
trouble, or even natural maturity. As a 
preventive measure against disease attack 
all our British Queen Potatoes had the 
haulm removed and wheeled away, and 
lifting followed as speedily as circum¬ 
stances permitted. Among these has been 
found only an occasional tuber with signs 
of disease, and hueh are carefully removed 
from tlie store. It is claimed that dry, 
powdery lime sprinkled over the tubers us 
they are brought Into the store is a means 
of safety; certainly it would help to dry 
the tubers should lifting follow rain¬ 
storms, causing much soil to adhere. I 
am of the opinion that in the course of 
lifting it is unwise to place them at once 
into a large heap, for it has been found 
that if there are disease spores present 
they rapidly develop when aided by heat¬ 
ing, which occurs in a large body of 
tubers, even if the ground should be dry 
at the time. Some persons advocate the 
practice of leaving the tellers on the 
ground for the purpose of hardening the 
skins. This lias proved in many cases a 
fateful policy. I can recall an instance 
only last year where this was done. The 
result Yvas that almost tlie whole crop was 
lost by disease. Rain followed the lifting, 
and much hindered the storing, the added 
moisture and adhering soil causing them 
to heat when put into a heap. 

I have now for some years, in dealing with 
the first earlies, separated the seed from 
the ware at digging time, employing home¬ 
made storing-boxes which can be stood 
one uikiii tlie other, and in 11 lose the seed 
is at once placed and put under cover. In 
these they can be left undisturbed until 
the winter, when they need preparation 
for sprouting. The maincrop and late 
sorts are also similarly treated, except 
that, instead of boxes, they are put into 
bags. These go into an open-frontod shed, 
and are covered with hay, and mats or 
sacks should tlie weather be frosty later 
on. In mild weather they are not so 
covered. Kept cool there is not the ten¬ 
dency to start into growth as occurs when 
stored away, ware and seed together. 
Stored in this way, too, they are much 
more convenient to handle, and if there 
are any diseased tubers such are easily 
turned out of bags and the had ones re¬ 
moved. W. S. 

Wills. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Allotment holder fined.— Proceedings 
were taken on Friday, August 31st, by the 
Board of Agriculture at Walsall against a 
railwayman for having failed to notify 
wart disease among the Potatoes on his 
allotment. It was stated that a sub-in¬ 
spector heard people talking of the case, 
and found the disease, but the defendant 
said that he was not skilled in gardening 
and that lie did not know it was his duty 
to notify the authorities. As it was the 
first case of the kind in Walsall, the Bench 
ordered the payment of a fine of 5s. The 
defendant said that the shopkeeper from 
whom he obtained the seed Potatoes ought 
to have been the person summoned. 

Increased food production.— While look¬ 
ing round the cottage gardens on St. 
Mary’s Isle estate, in connection with the 
prizes given annually by tlie Countess of 
Selkirk, Balinne, I was particularly struck 
by the Increased area under vegetable 
crops. Not an inch was wasted, and some 
gardens were already occupied by second 
crops. Flowers, for the time being, have 
boon relegated to tlie background, although 
old favourites found places in less con¬ 
spicuous ixieitioiiK than formerly in most 


of tlie gardens. One ingenious comiietitor, 
usually well to tlie fore with flowers, had 
utilised his principal flower-bed in a way 
which combined a certain decorative idea 
with utility. The bed had an edging of 
Carrots, next came a line of a good dark- 
foliaged Beet, while the centre of the bod 
was occupied by well-grown Onions. 
Another bed was filled with Leeks, with 
an edging of Lettuces; indeed, the whole 
garden suggested that some thought had 
been devoted to appearances as well as to 
usefulness. In all the gardens visited— 
between thirty and forty—tlie crops were 
distinctly in advance ol’ those of former 
years, and there was a gratifying and total 
absence, so far, of Potato disease.—W. 
McG., Pal mac. 

Potash and Potatoes.— Tlie inability to 
obtain sulphate of potash at anything like 
a reasonable price prevented many from 
using it last spring, but there were others 
who took care to provide themselves witii 
the next best substitute, viz., ashes from 
wood, hedge clippings, Bracken, and gar¬ 
den refuse generally. Such material is a 
groat asset to all Potato growers. I have 
just lifted some rows of British Queen, an 
old seeond early, and the crop where there 
was plenty of Yvood-ashes has been an 
abundant one, many roots furnishing 4 lb. 
and 5 ill. of good, sound tubers. New 
growers should make tlie best possible use 
of all their garden refuse this autumn, 
flrst spreading it out to dry and burning 
it, and then collecting the ashes and keep¬ 
ing them where they will he dry until next 
spring. Some whom I know recommend 
digging the ashes in the autumn into 
ground to be occupied with Potatoes next 
year, but I find that it is more profitable 
to plant the tubers in tlie ashes in April. 
Any old Pea or Bean sticks, Potato haulm, 
and the general clearance of a garden that 
will burn and provide ashes should be 
turned to good account now. Nothing need 
be wasted.— Lkahukst. 

Lifting and storing Potatoes.— After tlie 
recent heavy rains all l’otatoes which have 
ceased growing should be lifted and stored, 
otherwise there is a risk of their starting 
to grow again and the eating, qualities of 
the tubers spoilt. Lifting should, there¬ 
fore, lie done ns soon as the soil is in work¬ 
ing order, allowing the tubers to lie on tlie 
surface long enough, when jxissiblo, to be¬ 
come quite dry before storing them. All 
tlie larger-sized tubers or ware should lie 
picked out flrst, and those required for 
planting, keeping them separate. Where a 
proper store for roots is provided nothing 
remains to be done lint to place them in the 
bins, but for the present too large a quan¬ 
tity should not lie put into each bin iu case 
the tubers should start sweating and heat¬ 
ing. After they become thoroughly cooled 
down they can lie overhauled to see if any 
diseased tubers are present, and can then, 
if necessary, be stored away in greater 
bulk in each bin. Seed tubers keep befter 
if laid out much more thinly on latticed 
shelves until the end of the year. Storing 
may also be done in outhouses or cellars if 
dry, cool, and frost-proof. Failing either 
of the foregoing conveniences, the only 
tiling is to clamp them outdoors. Where 
several varieties are grown it is best to 
make a separate clamp of each, then there 
is no risk of their getting mixed, but, ajiart 
from this, two or three small clamps are 
better than one large one in ease of heat¬ 
ing setting in. The tTanqfk should lie venti¬ 
lated by putting in drain-pipes in a hori¬ 
zontal position on either side of each 
clamp, two to each. The tubers should lie 
both laid on and covered witii straw or 
Bracken before being covered with a good 
thickness of soil. This should be beaten 
firm aiul left witii a smooth surface to shed 
off rain.—A. W. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 


10 foot or 12 foot, nor should the vertical 
height io training exceed about !) feet. 
Some time ago one of your correspondents 
complained that, while his Isjgnnbenios 
had splendid young canes, the fruiting of 
these next season proved most disappoint¬ 
ing. , , 

I have seen this frequently, and experi 
cnee lias satisfied me that over-extension 
and excessive vertical height produce this 
result. I now limit the growths to three 
or four young canes to a plant, stopping 
these at 10 feet or 12 feet. I till available 
space with the side shoots from these, 
stopping such shoots at a feet or 0 feet. I 
find that those shoots fruit very heavily. 
Immediately the fruiting is over I cut 
out the canes that fruited and tie in 
the new canes to the wall. In doing 
this I liml it important to avoid giving any 
substantially new “bend” to the canes, as 


robust health you may cut it bade in 
January next and graft any variety of 
Pear you may wish on it in March or early 
in April next year. If, on the other hand, 
it is aged and wanting in vigour, it would 
not be worth troubling about; in fact, it 
would lie best grubbed, planting in its place 
another fruit-tree, such as an Apple or 
Plum. If, as we surmise, it is the wild 
Pear, you would not he likely to find any 
surface roots.] 

Gathering fruit.— Any fruit ripe, or ap¬ 
proaching the ripening stage, must lie in¬ 
spected daily. Peaches on walls especially 
require regular' attention. The crop of 
Gooseberries has been enormous, and the 
season has been a prolonged one. There 
still remains a considerable quantity of the 
later varieties, chiefly red ones. At one 
time it was thought likely that Itaspbejries 
would not be of their usual high quality, 
but they have turned out well, and, ns in 
the case of Gooseberries, the season lias 
teen extended over a longer period than 
Usual. Morello Cherries are now quite 
ripe, and are being picked as required for 
various purposes. Apples will only lie a 
very moderate crop, although some trees 
are heavily laden. The Plum crop is more 
satisfactory, although Tears are (for 
these gardens) rather indifferent.— Scot. 


PHILADELPnUS VOIE LACTEE. 
This is one of the many hybrid Mock 
Oranges raised by M. Lemoine, P. micro- 
phyllus having been probably one of the 
parents. The flowers are fairly large, 
single and pure white, witli a cluster of 
yellow stamens. It somewhat resembles 
Bouquet Blanc, hut, as seen growing, it is 
more vigorous. It was given an Award 
of Merit by the Royal Horticultural 
Society on June 18th, 1912. 

Dr. Wallis, in whose interesting garden 
at Old Stone House, East Grinstead, the 
photograph from which our illustration 
was prepared was taken, writes as 
follows : — 

This is a valuable addition to the 
Mock Oranges, the pure white flowers 
with their bunch of yellow anthers 
very like those of the Carpentaria. 
The plant blooms in June and the 
flowers are fragrant. The illustration 
shows a plant about five years old. It 
has made a nice bush between 5 feet 
and G feet high. 


Philadelphus Voic Lactce, in Dr. Wallis's garden at East Grinstead. 


a sprinkling of dessert sugar, I consider it 
superior to the Raspberry. While possess¬ 
ing the full Raspberry flavour, it is richer 
and brisker. For preserves, again, I look 
on it as far siqierior to tile Raspberry, 
which latter needs the addition of Red 
Currant juice to correct its suggestion of 
mawkishness. Mixed witli an equal 
weight of Apple, with .] lb. of sugar to each 
pound of the mixture, the-result is a most 
delicious preserve with the full Raspberry 
flavour. As to 

Culture, detailed instruction lias not 
been available from any source. I have 
proved again and again that the directions 
to allow the young canes to extend to the 
utmost length is wrong. While the outer 
parts of such growths invariably give poor 
results themselves, they prejudice the 
lower growths, so that several feet from 
the root up may be actually bare. I find 
that the growths should be stopped at 

Google 


this invariably prejudices the fruiting. 

Tile study of the growth of the Black¬ 
berry in our lanes and hedgerows seems to 
give valuable suggestions in this connec¬ 
tion generally. Charles V. I-Iickie. 

Shannon Lawn, Glin, Co. Limerick. 


VOTES AND REPLIES. 

Pear-tree not fruiting —I have in my 
garden a Pear-tree which I am told has 
never borne fruit, or even blossom, ioi 
several years. It is full of thorns like the 
enclosed. Is it worth saving? As the 
tree lias a fine trunk, it could be used to 
graft another variety of Pear on to. 
What do you think? I have dug down 
deeply around it, and _ find that surface 
fruiting roots are practically non-existent. 
_A. Hick mott. 

[We should say from the specimen piece 
of wood sent that the tree is of the wild 
species and not a cultivated variety. If in 


HARDY AMERICAN DWARF 
EVERGREENS. 

The Heath family is especially rich in 
evergreen ground-covers contributing at 
least seventeen species native of the north¬ 
eastern states and eastern Canada. 

Bearbeury (Arctostaphylos Uva-ursl) is 
perhaps the finest of all evergreen ground- 
cover plants for dry, sandy soil. Growing 
wild on the sandy wastes and Pine-barrens 
of New Jersey, Long Island, and along the 
shores of Cape Cod, it covers thousands of 
acres of cheerless sand with a veritable 
ear)>et of shining green. The long Vine¬ 
like runnere reach out, over the ground, 
and in a short time cover it entirely. In 
the spring the inconspicuous pink and 
white flowers can lie found hidden among 
the leaves, and later on the crimson berries 
are very noticeable. The Boarberry is 
used as a cover plant on dry banks, under 
shrubbery, or as an edging plant along a 
border it does admirably. If planted in a 
lime-soil country it must have soil speci¬ 
ally prepared, as is the case with nearly 
all ericaceous plants. 

Box Huckleberry (Gay.lussacla brachy- 
cera) is a low evergreen shrub with creep- 
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FRUIT. 

THE LOGANBERRY. 

As flic following notes are based on a con¬ 
siderable experience of this plant they 
may, perhaps, be of interest. I consider 
the description of this fruit by a recent 
contributor as “ trashy ” wholly un¬ 
justified, that is, if lie refers to the true 
Loganberry, for there are, as is well 
known, spurious specimens of no value. 
Grown on a south wall the fruit ripens at 
tlie opening of July; on a cold wall it 
comes in nearly three weeks inter and 
lasts into September. Used from the tree, 
even smith wall fruit is of little value- 
short of full riiie it is too acid, while when 
“ purple ripe ” it is luscious and not very 
attractive in flavour. When just “ red 
ripe,” however, and used with cream and 
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ing branches. The leaves somewhat 
resemble those of the common Boxwood. 
This is a beautiful evergreen, very closely 
related to the Benrberry and a coming 
plant for gardens and rockeries. It is re¬ 
ported as native in three states and should 
soon be available to our gardens. 

Mountain Cranberry (Vacclnium Vitis- 
id;ea), a native of Arctic America and 
south through the New England States to 
Massachusetts, forms dense, low mats of 
dark lustrous green. It is especially 
suited to dry, rocky banks. 

Boo Rosemary (Andromeda glaueo- 
phylla and A. polifolia}, besides being 
good cover plants are very showy in flower 
and the glossy white underside of the 
leaves Is very distinct. The small pinklsli- 
white flowers, borne in graceful terminal 
clusters, are very attractive. The Andro- 
medas are adapted for rockery and border 
planting. 

Fetter Bush (Leucothoe CatesbiBl) Is 
one of the few of our native plants that 
has had the recognition it deserves. It, 
however, has never been extensively 
planted as a ground-cover, but more often 
as a border plant in front of Rhododen¬ 
drons to hide that “leggy” appearance of 
the long stems. The lavender and purple 
autumn and winter colouring of the Fetter 
Bush is in marked contrast to the heavy 
green of other btoad-leavcd evergreens. 

Sheep Laurel (Ivalmia angustifolia), a 
plant seldom more than 2 feet high, forms 
broad stretches of green covering through 
the woods. It Is well worth planting not 
only, for the evergreen effect it gives, but 
also for the delicate crimson flowers it 
produces in June. 

Sand Myrtle (Leiophyllum buxifolium) 
and Labrador Tea (Ledum groenlandi- 
cum) are very similar in all respects. 
They have clustered flowers and charac¬ 
teristic rusty wool covering of the under¬ 
side of the leaves. Few plants have more 
delightfully delicate flowers. 

Trailing Arbutus (Epigsea repeiis) and 
tlie Wintergreen (Ganltheria procum- 
bons) are known to everyone, hut they are 
seldom seen in cultivation. Ami yet they 
are both low evergreens and are natural 
cover plants. 

Shin Leaf (Pyrola) and the Prince’s 
Pink (Chimapliila) are low evergreen herbs 
nearly herbaceous. The flowers of the 
Shin Leaf are particularly showy for so 
small a plant. The variegated leaves of 
the Prince’s Pine are remarkably hand¬ 
some, especially against a background of 
fallen autumn leaves. 

Creeping S.nowberry (Cliiogenes hispi- 
dula) is a creeping evergreen with very 
slender trailing branches. It Is a very 
good ground-cover, hut preferably a rock 
garden plant, where it will carpet the 
rocks and eartli very effectively.—E. H. 
Costicu in Garden Magazine. 


SIIRUBS AND TREES FOR TOWN 
PLANTING. 

The note in Gardening of September 1st 
on the above subject Is interesting and in¬ 
structive, giving as it does a very nice 
variety from which a selection may he 
made for large or small gardens by town 
dwellers who are lovers of flowering sum¬ 
mer-leafing shrubs. Evergreens are not so 
happy in such gardens, the deposit during 
the autumn and winter months from dust 
and smoke tending to disfigure the foliage. 
About the best of this type are three of 
the Berberis family—B. Aquifolium, B. 
Darwini, and B. steuophyila—Choisyn 
ternata, and Rosemary. The two latter 
should ta* planted in a light loam with 
which a fair profwrtion of brick rubbish 
has been incorporated. 
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The mention of shrubs leads to trees and 
the reflection that the selection of these for 
a town garden and street planting is often 
very injudiciously made. Anything, for 
instance, with very heavy foliage and bear- 
ing fruit likely to attract stones and sticks, 
like the Horse Chestnut or Walnut, should 
l»e barred, also (hose requiring severe 
annual pruning to keep them within bounds 
or ■subject to insect attack of a nature that 
causes disfiguration of the foliage and early 
leaf-fail. Except for very wide streets 
and large gardens all trees should be of 
medium height and the foliage of a light 
character, the leaf either small, or, if 
large, sufficiently cut to admit of a free 
passage of light. The Mountain Ash, 
especially the variety asplenifolia. Is one 
of the best trees for the puriwsc. The 
berries are an attraction, but birds gener¬ 
ally account for them quite early iu the 
season. A still better tree is the common 
False Acacia, beautiful alike in summer 
and winter, while the wild and Rml 
Cherries (especially the latter) are also 
good. 

It. has often struck me that some of the 
less known trees, such as Ailanthus, 
Gingko biloba, Gymuoeladus cauadensis, 
and the Pear-shaped Service, would be ad¬ 
mirably adapted for the purpose, and give 
a very pleasing change. These are all 
trees of upright growth, and take up com¬ 
paratively little space in proportion to the 
height. The only objection to the Service- 
tree is that after coming to maturity it 
hears annually a crop of small fruit which 
makes a mess on the street and side path 
unless cleared away promptly. Care must 
lie taken to plant the Pear-shaped variety; 
the Apple-shaped tree (maliformis) is of 
much more spreading habit, and, con¬ 
sequently, not so well adapted for the pur¬ 
pose. E. B. S. 

Hardwioi;. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The Honeysuckles. — Although it can 
hardly lie called a showy climber, the com¬ 
bination of flower and jierfuine makes 
Lonieera Hnlleana a welcome tenant on 
IK)roll, trellis, pergola, and places of simi¬ 
lar character, and when, as is the ease this 
season, the plants are flowering very freely, 
the various shades of white, pale and 
deeper yellow in expanding, fully oi>en, 
and decaying blooms render the plant very- 
attractive. So far as my own plant (a 
fiirge one covering a porch) was concerned, 
I began to think it was quite gone. The 
situation Is exposed, and it was so badly 
cut that there was little sign of life, hut 
it broke away freely with the advent of 
warmer weather, and has never flowered 
so well and continuously as during the 
present year. With the opening of the 
door the welcome perfume is wafted 
through the house. In connection with 
another Honeysuckle, the Dutch variety of 
Perlclymenum. I had a note in Gardening 
last year on the difficulty in some seasons 
of getting either growth or flower, owing 
to persistent attacks of aphis. For this 
reason I moved a plant from the wail of 
the dwelling-house and put it at the base 
of an old spreading Apple-tree. Here it 
seems quite at home, has found its way 
along some of the branches, has been free 
from aphis, and has flowered well. As a 
matter of fact, the Honeysuckles, in com¬ 
mon with other climbers, are not good wall 
plants, and are seen at their best where 
they can ramble over something sufficiently 
strong to support them, and require no 
tacking or tying. If one can get a big, 
old, spreading tree it is a good plan to put 
in a couple of plants respectively of the 
Dutch and Late Dutch, the flowering sea¬ 
son under these conditions being consider¬ 
ably prolonged.—E. B. S., Hardwick. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

OUTDOOR PLANT& 

THE BEST DELPHINIUMS 
(Reply to “ S.”). 

It Is somewhat difficult to select six of the 
best Delphiniums of to-day without know¬ 
ing the likes or dislikes of the individual 
as to colour, singleness or doubleness, and 
the like. The dozen or so sorls named 
below, however, I consider indispensable 
and fit to he included in any collection. 
During recent years the greatest colour 
advance lias been among the mauve, 
lavender, and heliotrope shades, and of 
these to-day several are of the highest 
ornamental value, with, to boot, excellent 
constitutions. Of those named, some are 
new and high-priced. The dominant 
colour only is given. 

Chantry Queen.* —Deep lavender, black 
centre ; semi-double; 4£ feet. 

Lavanda.*—K osy-laveuder, small white 
centre; 5 feet. 

Lord Lansdowne.*—I ntense deep blue, 
white eye ; 4J feet. 

Mrs. A. J. Watson.* —Deep mauve, 
black centre ; (5 feet. This variety always 
attracts attention. 

Belladonna grandiflora. —A plant for 
everybody. 

Colonel Sir Wyndham Murray. —Rich 
bright blue, pure white centre. A lovely 
hit of colour, 5J feet. 

Capri. —Sky-blue, free, and branching. 
Considered the best sky-blue single. 

Harry Smetham. —Rich porcela in-blue, 
very effective colour; spike rather close 
and columnar, otherwise a gem. 

Lamartine. —Single dark blue ; fine 
companion to Capri. 

LizzrE Van Veen. —Clear Cambridge- 
blue ; excellent; 5} feet. 

Moerheimi.—W hite ; 4 feet; habit like 
Capri. 

Persimmon.— One of the best pale-blue 
singles, and cheap withal, fij feet. 

Rev. E. Lasceli.es. —Bright imperial- 
blue, conspicuous white centre; semi¬ 
double ; r>J feet. One of the most popular. 

Statuaire Rude.* —Soft heliotrope; a 
handsome variety and quite unique; 
5J feet. 

Those marked with an asterisk are new. 
As to the 

Planting of these Larkspurs, I con¬ 
sider March the best of all for the work, 
the ground having been deeply trenched 
and enriched previously. On well- 
drained soils of light or medium texture 
tlie planting may be done at other seasons, 
though not later than mid-October prefer¬ 
ably. For all clay soils the early part of 
the year is unquestionably the best. 

E. II. Jenkins. 

THALICTRUM DIITEROCARPUM. 
[2’o the Editor of Gardening Illustrated.] 
Referring to “ W.’s” note in your issue 
of September 1st. one of the advantages of 
this Meadow Rue is that it seems to do 
well in heavy clay soil. Some of my plants 
on the Dorset coast last year were G feet 
high. The seed is freely produced and can 
he sown in tlie open, though when tlie 
young plants die down a little covering is 
advisable iu the case of a hard frost.. 

“ W.” mentions the iwssibilltics of yet un¬ 
discovered plants of this species in the high 
lands of China. It would be interesting if 
you gave your readers some idea of what 
districts have been explored up to date. 
Between 1S9S and 1D0S I did five long hunt¬ 
ing trips in Russian and Chinese Central 
Asia. At that time I knew and cared 
nothing about flowers, but seem to have 
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linzy recollections of curious and some¬ 
times beautiful plants in— 

I. Russian Turkestan. — Between Osli 
and tile Kliargosh Pamir. In the Gez de¬ 
file east of the Kara Kul on the Kashgar 
road, blast of Kopal in tile Ala Tau range 
on the Omsk Tashkent, road. North and 
south of the Thlan Shan east of the Mus 
Da wan. 

II. Siberia.—Forests north of the Altai 
mountains. The Teliouia valley between 
Ongudai and the Koshacatch Plateau. The 
water courses and rocky scarps south of 
the Altai, from a point south of the Suok 
Keraonl to Ouli Nur. 

III. Mongolia.—Between Kobdo and 
Kobdo river. Some way north of Ouli 
Assutai, approaching and on the eastern 
shores of the Kossa Got 

IY. Inner edge of China proper.—High 
hills west of Sink Wan Tali Fit road. I 
see in a late issue that Mr. Forrest is 
there now. The Gorges of the. rapid tor¬ 
rent flowing northward from Luting to the 
Ynngste west of Sui Fit. On the Changtu 
Tachienlu road. I believe this has been 


ANEMONE BLANDA SCYTIIINICA. 
Tins particular form is a native of north 
Kurdistan, the Cyprus form A. b. c.vpriana 
being lint little removed therefrom. The 
chief differences are the times of flowering 
and form ol" petal, the latter being blunt 
and rounded by comparison. In other re¬ 
spects—-tubers, compact, erect habit, and 
leaf growth—the two are practicality iden¬ 
tical. Both differ from the typical A. 
blanda, whose system of leaf production is 
looser and more spreading. In A. b. scy- 
thinica there is a dual charm—the rich 
blue of the buds and the exterior of the 
blossoms, and the purity of its fully-ex¬ 
panded flowers, any moderately large group 
furnishing the whole of these at one and 
the same time. 

Like the majority of the tuberous-rooted 
Anemones, this one does well in light soils, 
though it also succeeds in those of a heavy 
nature, la light soils tiie plant is hardy 
and free flowering, and seeds rather freely 
also. Some vigilance will bo required to 
get tiie full crop of seeds. At flowering 
time the plant and blooms are erect. A 


up all the S|>ace in the simplest way, as 
plain as any chessboard. The flowers are 
all as God made them—Cardinal Flower, 
Rose, or Clematis—as I did not see how 
one could improve on that. Well, one day 
a young lady came to see me. I forget her 
name, but she was dressed in blue, and, 
mounting the few steps of my little front 
garden, she opened her astonished eyes 
and exclaimed. “ Why, you have a formal 
garden!” What did she expect—the 
Nettles trying to get in at the window? I 
explained as well as I could that the 
modest scene she surveyed was only a 
garden, and had always been called so. It 
was, in fact, as simple in all ways as a 
cottage garden. But I think she came 
from a “horticultural college” and had 
her mind entangled between formalities 
and informalities. I owe her many a 
laugh. Anil since then the word “in¬ 
formal ” lias given comfort to many, like 
“ Mesopotamia,” and a man writing to me 
of a shrub says it is informal! In a well- 
printed American paper I see an account 
of an “ informal ” sitting-room, and it is a 



thoroughly exploited by botanists and 
missionaries. Halfway between Tachienlu 
and Romi Chengo. 

I wonder if any collector has ever ex¬ 
plored the Arussi mountains of Gallaland 
in Abyssinia, east of Lake Zwai. This 
country rather reminds one of the 
Tachienlu district. The hills are not quite 
so high and steep nor so much rock, but 
there are the same cold fogs and rain, and 
dark forest with open glades. The Takin 
and Jagora are replaced by tiie black bush- 
buck and mountain Nyala. Both of these 
animals have only been known to hunters 
ot' Late years, so there may also he undis¬ 
covered flora. Above the forests are hills 
covered with tall wiry Heaths, and. red-hot 
pokers on the stream banks. 

These notes are only the hints of an 
ignoramus, so no one should act on them 
without further enquiries. Europeans will 
not be met with except in Abyssinia aud 
the edge of China proper, where there is 
plenty of missionaries. As to the natives, 
they are everywhere quite harmless if pro¬ 
perly treated, though the Mongols are a 
trifle sulky. Subaltern, B.E.F. 
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Anemone blanda Scythinica. 


little later, when the cone-shaped heads of 
seeds commence to swell, the peduncle 
curves over till the head of seeds touches 
the earth, or nearly so, and being at that 
time hidden by tile leaves is liable to he 
lost sight of. Moreover, I lie seeds, when 
approaching I lie fully-grown stage, ap¬ 
pear to be virtually pushed off—crowded 
out, as if were—by the process of swelling, 
and at the slightest touch the majority 
may fall away and be lost. A plugged-up 
flower pot placed early under them will, 
however, prevent such a disappointment 
and loss. The seeds are brownish when 
mature—a miniature tuber, indeed, of a 
fleshy substance like those of Cyclamen. 
The seeds should he sown soon after ripen¬ 
ing, the seedlings flowering when about 
eighteen mouths old. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 
Formalities and informalities. — My 

flower garden Is quite near the house, built 
in 1596 on a slope, and so needed terracing 
to grow the flowers and fruits of the time. 
1 never changed the outline, seeing no need 
for it; but, wanting many flowers, divided 


little step from that to the informal lady's 
hat. A man came in cine day who knows 
a good picture on tile wall when he sees 
one and had travelled much. Seeing my 
west garden, lie said : “ Why, it's like the 
Oertosa at Milan!” Well, one of my 
many regrets is that. T have never seen the 
Oertosa, which no doubt was as simple in 
plan as mine, and for both the one word 
“ garden ” is good enough to last for ever, 
as it has already lasted some thousands of 
years.—W. R. in The Garden. 

Colchicum variegatum of gardens.— 
This is an easily-grown Meadow Saffron, 
with pointed petals distinctly chequered 
with purple and lilac. It is one of the 
earliest of the Colchicums and never fails 
to do well. Its colouring may not be so 
refined as that of C. Sibthorpi, but it is 
a much better doer and a useful autumn 
garden flower.—S. Arnott. 

Clematis Jackmanni. — As soon as 
Clematises of this section have ceased to 
bloom it is best to cut all the shoots away 
to within a foot or so of the ground. By 
this method one gets strong shoots the 
following spring carrying plenty of blos¬ 
soms, instead of the poor specimens re¬ 
sulting from non-pruuing.— 1 Townsman. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

THE FRUIT SEASON IN CORNWALL. 
All fruit-trees have borne extra well in 
Cornwall this year, and no variety of 
Apple, Pear, or Plum appears to have done 
other than very well. Seeing that most 
Plums are ripe about the same time as 
the early varieties of Apple, it seems a 
piistake to grow the latter, as they are 
practically all of very inferior quality. 
It is seldom one can get a variety of 
Apple worth eating before the end of 
October, and it is much better to rely on 
Plums, Peaches, and early Pears at this 
season of the year if growing for our¬ 
selves. A friend who has a fine fruit 
garden finds the early Apples, such as 
Gladstone, of no use in his household. 
Since the .war started the sour type of 
Apple is found to be almost useless, as 
there is no sugar to make it palatable, and 
those of us who have contended that it is 
foolish to grow Apples not naturally carry¬ 
ing their own sugar have been amply 
justified. It is possible to raise varieties 
of Apple so sweet that they are practically 
balls of sugar, and these might be used 
to mix with the more acid types in cook¬ 
ing. I have under observation at present 
a seedling Apple of this type that is a 
mass of sweetness. 

No one can set a limit to the possibili¬ 
ties inherent in the Apple as Togards its 
improvement. I know of two fine local 
Apples, apparently limited to one orchard, 
that are probably superior to many in 
ordinary commerce, but I must keep them 
under observation a little longer yet. 
Apples of the lilenheim Orunge type are 
much needed. If only our orchards had 
been full of sugary Apples during this 
present war, how valuable they would 
have been. Quite 50 per cent, of our 
Apples are of a rubbishy type, and useless 
without imported sugar, and even with its 
addition no more wholesome than before, 
but less so. The sugar and acid should 
be combined naturally in a first-class 
Apple, and unless this is so, they are only 
Apples by courtesy, and have no right to 
first-class certificates. To call them first- 
class is misleading and untrue, for many 
of them are only giant Crabs, of interest 
as freaks only. W. J. Farmer. 


EARLY MARROWS UNDER GLASS. 

I have for many years advocated the 
system of cultivating these under glass, as 
I am convinced that when properly 
managed few crops give better returns 
with so little trouble. The past and pre¬ 
sent seasons have especially borne out my 
views on tills matter. I devoted a rather 
large three-quarter span house to them. 
Seeds were sown in the middle of February 
and the plants grown along in a warm 
house. The seedlings were finally placed 
in tlie largest ]>ots obtainable, the pots 
being about three jmrts full of a compost 
consisting of two parts fibrous loam, one 
ltart decayed horse-manure, and one part 
leaf-soil, adding sufficient coarse road grit 
to keep the soil porous, the pois being 
thoroughly drained. I commenced to cut 
nice clean fruits from these about the 
middle of April, and they continued to 
bear freely until the middle of .Tune. A 
good rich top-dressing was afforded them 
when in full bearing. Very little fire-heat 
was employed, as too high a temperature 
is fatal to their success.— Edwin Beckett, 
in Hardin. 


NOTES AND NEELIES. 

Sweet Corn Colden Bantam.— There are 
various early and extra early varieties of 
the garden forms of Indian Corn, and this 
in mid-September is nice for its good 
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flavour, clear yellow colour, and moderate 
size of cob. I oat it off the cob, though 
there may he other ways less good. This 
year, in spitq of the want of sun, the 
plants have done well.—W. 

The praise of bad fruit.— We see in 
Count)!/ Life very poor fruit figured in 
luxurious-looking baskets, fruit not worth 
packing: Worcester Bearmain, among 
Apples ; Pitmaston, among Pears. Poor 
fruit occupies useful ground, and it takes 
many years to grow a fruit-tree, and why 
give time, ground, and labour to produce 
fruit of no quality? 

Sweet Corn. —My crop of this has grown 
better this year than over In-fore, owing, it 
must lie, to the copious rains. The early 
forms are in use and delicious. Care in 
gathering is the great thing— not too young 
or too old, so the canes should be ex¬ 
amined daily At the right state the grain 
should be as tender as a good Pea. 1 grow 
the best American varieties raised for 
garden culture. Boil from twenty to 
twenty-five minutes. Cooked on the cob 
and so eaten is the best and simplest way. 
These garden varieties are the best escu¬ 
lents introduced in our day, and may be 
as well grown over a large area of our 
country as in Eastern America, where they 
form such a wholesome and agreeable food. 
—W. 

Pumpkins.—I have been experimenting 
in a crop of Pumpkins this year, and have 
now got a row of obese-looking vegetables 
harvested, with more still to follow. 
What I should like now to know is how to 
make use of them? (1) How long will they 
keep good, stored in a cool, dry place? 
(2) How long after a fruit is cut Into will 
the remainder of that fruit keep good? 
Some of them weigh nearly TO lb. each, 
and if they have to lie consumed rapidly 
after the first piece is Cut, out of them, it 
means distributing the fruit to other con¬ 
sumers. (3) I understand the flesh of the 
fruit is of a neutral flavour, and therefore 
has to he flavoured with other substances. 
When doing this, has the pulp to be 
cooked (? boiled) before mixing it up or 
used in tlie raw state? I have eaten 
Ihimpkin-pie in the States, but bave no 
idea of the process of cooking involved.— 
Novice. 

Potatoes for bread.— When Potatoes are 
so cheap, less than a penny a pound, and 
so abundant, and when there are over 
forty different ways of cooking them, each 
one more delicious than the last. Why uot 
have them on the table three times a day 
as they do at all the two-guinea-a-day 
hotels ill New York and other great cities? 
To mention only a few, there are boiled, 
baked, fried saute, fried inaitre do hotel, 
Saratoga chips, creamed, French fried, 
hashed brown, mashed, fish pie, shep¬ 
herd's pie, lisli cakes, Potato cakes, and 
so on. With Potatoes so good and bread 
so poor, I wonder that anyone cals the 
latter when tlie former can lie had. 1 see 
thousands of scraggy women from 10 lb. 
to 30 lb. under weight as the result of the 
shortage of Potatoes last winter who 
would soon fill up on Potatoes throe Hines 
a day. I see many thousands of others 
with .s'lKitty and sallow complexions who 
would have a skin rivalling that of the 
reach if they ate Carrots seven times a 
week, each cooked in a different way, for 
a few months. Then there are Apples at 
2d. a Ik mnd. Why not. make a hearty 
breakfast on a large piale of Rice and two 
steamed Apples and 20 oz. of eaft' au lait? 
There are at least twenty ways of cooking 
Apples, and, as everyone knows, they keep 
people well.—A Doctor in The Times. 

[We fear some of tlie learned doctors 
would not agree as to the value of the 
Eotuto, some nowadays, both in France 


and England, advising moderation in their 
use when good, and they arc not always 
good. —Et>.] 

Why we are short of sugar.— There is 
an article in Blackwood's Magazine for 
September answering the question, and 
also showing the ruin of some industries 
through the neglect of our politicians and 
the results of a purblind devotion to a 
pretended free trade in no sense free. 

Canadian Maize-meal cake. —t oz. of 
Maize-meal, 1 oz. of sugar, 3 oz. of flour, 
two teaspoonfuls of baking powder, 1 oz. 
of margarine melted, half a teaspoonful of 
suit, half a pint of milk. Mix tlie flour. 
Maize-meal, baking powder, salt, and 
sugar together. Melt tile margarine, and 
add to the milk, jxiur into the flour mix¬ 
ture, and mix well. Grease a Yorkshire 
pudding tin, turn tlie mixture into it, and 
bake in a hot oven fifteen to twenty 
minutes. Cut while hot into squares. 
Split each piece in half, butter, and eat 
hot.— Queen. 

Dry surplus fruits and vegetables.— 

There is no difficulty aiiout home drying 
fruits and vegetables. A few home-made 
shallow trays and a little mosquito 
netting are all you need for sun drying. 
A few trays bent out of coarse wire net¬ 
ting and fitted like removable shelves into 
a lath frame are all you need to dry over 
your range or gas stove or before au 
electric fan. It has been found that cur¬ 
rents of air are better than heat in remov¬ 
ing surplus water. Water is all that is 
taken out; flavour, texture, and food 
value are not impaired. Soaking and 
cooking restore the succulent quality so 
important in the winter diet. Dried pro¬ 
ducts can be kept in jiaper containers. 
The above note is sent out by the U.S. De¬ 
partment of Agriculture, Washington, 
D.C. 

Dates.— It is surprising that they should 
adulterate these cheap things with factory 
sugar, especially as they are full of fruit 
sugar. They are one of the best of 
foods. An Arab wraps a cake of them— 
Dates stuck together by pressure—in a 
cloth and puts it in iiis pocket. A good, 
palatable, and sustaining food.—J. 

[Judging by the physique of the Arab, 
as icc see him in Tunis and near regions, 
Dates must be good food. But bow docs 
the Arab cut them? Not the sticky things 
in those little fancy boxes sold in London 
shops. —Eli.] 

Freshness the essential. — For the 

majority of our population, the Potato is 
practically the only fresh vegetable taken 
regularly in winter, and affords the prin¬ 
cipal means of preventing scurvy. The 
outbreaks of scurvy reported in our 
northern towns last spring, in Manchester, 
Glasgow, and Newcastle, were un¬ 
doubtedly due to the great scarcity and 
high price of Potatoes during the early 
months of the present year. The anti¬ 
scorbutic principle contained in fresh 
vegetables and fruit is unstable in char¬ 
acter, and has been shown to suffer sikjii- 
taneous decomposition when these articles 
of food are dried or preserved. As long 
ago as tlie early part of the 18th century 
dried vegetables were tried extensively in 
the great epidemic of scurvy which 
ravaged the Austrian Army in Hungary, 
and were found useless for the prevention 
or cure of scurvy. The same experience 
was obtained in tlie armies operating in 
the American Civil War. It is, therefore, 
highly dangerous to regard dried veget¬ 
ables as a substitute for the fresh article. 
In the case of Potatoes, more especially, 
their great value in the natural state as 
a preventive of scurvy should lie clearly 
recognised before any project for storing 
them in the dried condition is entertained. 
—II au hi kite Chick, in The Times. 
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INDOOR PLANTS. 

LILUJM AURATUM IN POTS. 

I am asked if I can say why the Golden- 
rayed Lily (L. auratum) does better in 
pots than otherwise. The reply to the en¬ 
quiry is that I was unaware that, to any 
appreciable extent at least, it was an estab¬ 
lished fact that it was so. Failures, 
whether of bulbs in pots or in the open 
ground, are plentiful enough, though the 


basal roots, new and old, as a preparatory 
measure to being encased in moistened 
clay prior to ]lacking, it is easy to imagine 
how disease is thereby engendered, and, 
with sweating in transit, to account for 
tile wholesale loss of bulbs which often 
follows. Unfortunately for the would-be 
cultivator, the new roots of this Lily are 
emitted more or less spontaneously from 
tlie bulb soon after flowering, hence their 
sacrifice as noted above. Were they 
emitted continuously over a more extended 


tlie survivors of countless thousands 
which, by a somewhat later emission of 
basal roots, just escaped tlie fate of the 
majority. What of the shiploads that, 
during the past three or four decades, have 
gone the other way? llad but a small jier- 
ceutage of these remained and become per¬ 
manently established there would still be 
in gardens many notable groups which are 
lacking to-day. The chief condition 
favouring 

Pot-up.own examples is that the plants 
are under more complete control, pa*ticu- 
lnrly as to giving or withholding moisture, 
an important matter in the case of practi¬ 
cally rootless plants. By the same method 
of cultivation and an early appreciation of 
the extent of stem-rooting in the subject, 
that condition, witii top-dressings, may he 
encouraged to the full, tlie result being a 
more successful flowering than wonld 
otherwise he the case. To this, indeed, it 
might prove a sort of salvation, while 
tending only to a more complete exhaustion 
of tlie bulb itself, and this, not having pro¬ 
duced a solitary root, is practically non¬ 
existent. This, indeed, has happened over 
and over again, even when the plants have 
bloomed well, the good flowering having 
been deixmdent upon stem roots alone. 
This state of things is likely to continue 
until a new method of importing this Lily 
is devised, a method which shall include 
tlie retention of the plant’s roots. That is 
vital! Time and again I have urged that 
a somewhat shrivelled bulb with its full 
complement of basal roots is of far greater 
value to the cultivator than a plump, fresh- 
looking bulb denuded of them. This seems 
to me the only rational way to a successful 
issue. 

Without doubt tlie best variety of this 
Lily, whether for pot culture or the gar¬ 
den, is that known as L. a. piatyphyllum. 
It is so in all ways—stature, vigour, hand¬ 
some, substantial flowers, and, not least, 
constitution. To try and make it a per¬ 
manent denizen of our gardens should be 
the aim of all Lily specialists. Minus 
seeds, which are rarely produced in this 
country, and imported bulbs without roots 
that tlie gardener can rarely establish, the 
only other way open is to raise a stock 
from scales. This method of propagation 
which has, I believe, been engaging the 
attention of the Alder River Nursery Go., 
at Ivor Heath, for some time past in ro- 
spec-t to many kinds, might fittingly in¬ 
clude this, the noblest of tlie L. auratum 
set. E. H. Jenkins. 


EU.STOMA (LISIANTHUS) RUSSELLI- 
ANUM. 

This, like many other subjects that will 
not give of their best under the present- 
day rule-of-thumb gardening, has now' 
nearly dropped out of cultivation. It is a 
native of Texas, whence it was intro¬ 
duced in 1804. It belongs to tlie Gentian 
family, and forms an upright branching 
specimen from IS inches to 2 feet in 
height. The somewhat roppy-like flowers 
are of a rich lavender-purple colour, and 
when well grown are remarkably telling. 
There is also a white-flowered variety not 
oflen seen, n-nd we now have a pink- 
flowered form named E. Ellisi, shown 
before the Floral Committee of the Royal 
Horticultural Society on August 2Stli, 
and given an Award of Merit. It is 
best' treated as a biennial, the seed 
being sown in tlie spring and the plants 
grown on to flower tlie following season. 
Tlie seed is very minute, lienee it should 
be carefully sown in a well-drained pan 
of soil, placing a pane of glass over tlie 
top till germination takes place. A suit¬ 
able compost may be made up of equal 
parts of loam and leaf-mould, with a good 
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Golden-rayed Lily in pot. Sussex. 


more frequent in ground of a close, wet, 
or tenacious character than in lighter soils, 
because of (he lack of warmth at or near 
ground-level, and which is so opiiosed to 
early stem-rooting tn the plant. Uimn this 
stem-rooting in these imported bulbs of 
L. auratum much hinges—very few Bulbs, 
indeed, emitting basal roots—lienee the 
plant is dependent for a more or less 
successful flowering upon these alone, 
collapsing often enough just as the bloom¬ 
ing stage would appear to be reached. The 
reason is not far to seek* DenudedI)f all 


r to secfe» Denuded tif al 
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lieriod some at least would Issue during 
the transit of the bulbs from Japan, and 
in this way afford the cultivator a better 
chance of permanently establishing a fur 
greater number than is ]>ossiblo under 
existing circumstances. As it is, the culti¬ 
vator is handicapped from tlie - start. 
Doubtless as a set-ofF to this I, shall be 
told of successes here and there, of the 
way the plants have been grown and the 
soil employed, as though these were in the 
nature of a panacea. Such successes, 
however, I regard as the veriest accidents, 
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sprinkling of silver sand. During the 
summer the plants must 1x3 shifted into 
larger pots when necessary, and a short, 
sturdy growth encouraged. Early.in the 
spring they should be put into their 
(lowering pots, for which purpose pots 
0 inches to S inches are very suitable. 

-This when exhibited before the 

ltoynl Horticultural Society on August 
28th took some by surprise, inquiries 
being made as to whether it was new. 
I letter known to the older school of gar¬ 
deners ns Lisinnthus, and still offered in 
some seed catalogues under that name, it 
is one of a number of good plants which 
during recent years have been cast on one 
side, so that its reappearance in good con¬ 
dition will doubtless arouse for it a new 
interest. A neat-habited species, 18 inches 
or so high, its clusters of large lavender- 
purple (lowers, individually as large as 
those of a single-flowered Hisbiscus, are 
arranged in a corymb at the top of the 
stem. Apart from its neat habit and 
showy character, its long season of flower¬ 
ing is notable, so much so that the plant 
is practically in bloom for at least two 
months. The species in the wild state in¬ 
habits a wide area from Nebraska to 
Texas in the western United States, hence 
would not be considered hardy here. 
Nicholson refers to it ns a ‘‘hardy an¬ 
nual,” while in at least one seed cata¬ 
logue it is referred to as a “ stove bien¬ 
nial," and in all probability both have 
contributed to its undoing and absence 
from gardens. Few in these days take up 
with stove biennials and would not at¬ 
tempt to grow it, while those who In the 
past have treated it as a hardy annual 
may have been not a little disappointed. 
In these circumstances it should be made 
clear that the best results ensue when the 
Iilant is treated as a half-hardy biennial. 
Sown under glass in August or September, 
and given c<xil greenhouse treatment for 
the winter, the sjiecies is admirably suited 
to planting in the open, and will provide 
a goodly display long before the spring- 
sown seedlings are ready to bloom. 
Naturally, therefore, a sowing at both 
seasons would provide an extended dis¬ 
play, and few plants are more worthy 
specialising in this way. In this respect 
it is akin to Exacum macrauthum—tooth 
belong to the Gentian order, by the way— 
which, though hailing from Ceylon, is of 
considerable value for the flower garden 
treated on the lines suggested above. In 
my experience, interest in a plant of uni¬ 
versal merit increases as the gardener 
grasps its utility, and there is a wider 
sphere of usefulness for this Eustoma 
than ever before once it is realised that it 
may be raised from seeds and employed 
in the summer flower garden. In the 
same group were seen plants of the new 
pink-flowered E. Ellisi, which gained an 
Award of Merit.—E. II. Jenkins. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The Cape Primroses (Laehenalla).—Of 
greenhouse bulbs that give but little 
trouble and may be deix-nded upon to in¬ 
crease year after year the Lacheualias oc¬ 
cupy a prominent place. A very essential 
Iioint in their culture is to see that they 
are repotted by at the latest the middle 
of September. After the flowering season 
is over and the plants have made their 
growth they gradually go to rest. When 
dormant the soil must be kept quite dry- 
in order that the bulbs may be thoroughly 
ripened. Then at any time in August up 
to mid-September they may be turned out 
of their pots, shaken quite clear of the 
old soli, and graded ns to size previous to 
potting them. A suitable compost may be 

part 


made up of twoj^irts loam 
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leaf-mould, with a sprinkling of sand. 
Little clumiis in 5-inch px>ts are very suit¬ 
able for greenhouse decoration. For this 
purpose from six to S bulbs should be put 
into a piot at about equal distance from 
each other. This applies to the first size 
bulbs, the second ones being putt in a little 
thicker. The small ones may be planted 
in boxes. The bulbs should lx* put at such 
a deiitli that the uiqier part of the bulb is 
i inch below the surface of the soil. 
Little water should Ixi given at first, to 
be increased as they grow. A light spot 
in the greenhouse Will suit them well. 
Good kinds are Nelsoni, tricolor, and the 
strong-growing pendula.—K. It. W. 

Stcphanotis floribunda.—I am much 
obliged to “ W. T.” for his information 
concerning the nature of the seed of 
Stephanotis floribunda. With reference 
to his remarks concerning the cooler 
treatment of this plant, it may be in¬ 
teresting to know that three years ago the 
gardener who has charge of the glass here 
put my pilant into the stove on his own 
initiative, and, being addicted to experi¬ 
ments, 1 weakly allowed it to remain. 
The result was a lot of spindly, string¬ 
like growth and two small trusses of 
blooms, one with three and the other with 
four pipis only. It took me nearly an hour 
to cut this hack and re-train the plant.— 
W. F. Hume (Lieut.-Col.). 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

STAKING AND TYING THE EARLY- 
FLOWERING VARIETIES. 

The boisterous weather of late, supple¬ 
mented ns it has been by heavy rain in the 
south of England, lias necessitated much 
attention to plants growing in the outdoor 
border. Growth has been very rapid of 
late—it is quite usual at tills season—aud, 
as a consequence, brandling growths have 
devehqied at a remarkable rate. Many 
growers were caught napping, and to-day 
have to bemoan the loss of many valuable 
shoots that would have yielded a splendid 
crop) of blossoms later on had the pilants 
been given the necessary staking aud tying 
at the proper pieriod. Immediate attention 
should be given forthwith to all Chrys¬ 
anthemums now growing in the oiieu 
border if their satisfactory flowering is to 
be assured. Stout Bamboo canes or Hazel 
stakes of a length to suit the height of the 
respective pilants should be procured. The 
stake should he inserted firmly an inch or 
two away from the base of the plant; a tie 
with raffia should be made also au iuch or 
two above the base of the plant, with 
another tie immediately below the brandl¬ 
ing growths. When making a tie first piass 
the raffia round the stake and secure this 
with a knot, and then piroeeed to bring 
within a loop the stem that has to be 
secured. Observe the same rule with all 
tiie branching growths, only the looii-like 
tie will be longer than in the case of the tie 
made to the stem nearer the base. Always 
make the tie where the growth is ripening, 
otherwise pressure from the wind umy 
cause some shoots to snap) off. Allow a 
little " play ” for the wind when making 
tiie ties. E. G. 


POMPON CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 
Every reader of Gardening knows tiie 
Interest Mr. D. B. Crane has shown in 
Chrysanthemums, and those, like myself, 
of the old school of growers, will welcome 
his notes on tiie Pompons on page 008. 
The rage for large blooms years ago was 
the cause of the decline of many of our 
most beautiful Chrysanthemums, amongst 
which may 1x3 included the dainty Com¬ 
ptons. Com pa rati veiy few pieople now who 
grow tiie Autumn Queen ever give a 
thought to these easily grown yet charm¬ 


ing sorts. A good many of them are 
dwarf, take up little room, and as a con¬ 
sequence are suitable for the owner of a 
small greenhouse. But I fear, as Mr. 
Crane hints, not a few of the prettiest 
sorts one used to grow twenty years ago 
are almost unknown now, and anyone 
wishing to get together a representative 
collection of Pompous to-day would not 
find it a very easy matter. The reason 
for this loss is not far to seek. It has 
been brought about largely by societies in 
tile past giving tiie cold shoulder to any 
Chrysanthemums the flowers of which did 
not come up to the standard of size, no 
matter, what other good qualities they 
might possess, and the small grower, hav¬ 
ing his eye fixed on the production of big 
blooms of the Japanese and Incurved 
tyjie, has lost all interest in tiie minia¬ 
ture-flowering Pompons. 

A reference to a notebook of mine dur¬ 
ing tiie heyday of the Chrysanthemum 
" fever,” shows that amongst Pompons 
that were staged at the principal shows 
were Prince of Orange, Lizzie Holmes, 
Mine. Marthe, Golden Mine. Marthe, 
Black Douglas, President, Nellie Rainford. 
Rosinante, and tiie clustered blooming 
Sort Snowdrop. To old glowers these 
names may possibly recall what beautiful 
sorts were known “ once upion a time,” 
when mere size was not always looked 
upion as tiie first essential. Will the day 
ever come when the Pompton will lie given 
its rightful place again? Leaiiurst. 


THE GARDENER AT THE FRONT. 

I am writing you a few lines to let you 
know that I am gettiug on nicely. My 
wounds are healed over and my eye much 
better. My face is very stiff and set. also 
tender; but the swelling is going down 
nicely,aud the doctor—a really good doctor, 
too—told me this morning that he was 
sending me in a few days to another con¬ 
valescent home out in the country. 
Should I get a couple of witeks’ rest, I 
shall horie to feel better and be getting a 
Hit lit, and ready to deal with Fritz again. 
It is so peaceful here after that awful 
deafening noise in Belgium, where the 
whole earth seems to be in erupitiou. 
The sights at night are not easily for¬ 
gotten. Coloured times are sent up in the 
darkness indicating to the artillery where 
their fire is required, and almost imme¬ 
diately mighty explosions take place 
there. Many of the shells would require 
three men to lift them off the ground, so 
you can imagine what chance a frail 
human being has where such things ex¬ 
plode, and yet we walk through them. ' 
Yesterday we were given a treat. 
Those who could walk were marched to 
the Tivoli, at Rouen, 3J miles, and we 
saw some first-class acting. The beautiful 
soft colouring pt the scenery was tiie best 
feature from my piointof view. Of course, 
we are not allowed out of camp at any 
other time, so that these little excursions 
are very welcome, as. although we are 
patients. tills confinement becomes 
monotonous. Ou the way to Rouen 1 saw 
some lovely Acacia-trees. They were of 
great height and straight, and were loaded 
with seed-vessels, which with the after¬ 
noon sun on them took on a reddish-tiromi 
colour—very pretty. I also saw in the 

public gardens some good spieciuiens (out 
in the opx?n) of the Laurel-leaved Mag¬ 
nolia (M. grnndiflora). 

E. Markuaxl 


"The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds." — 22rw Edition, 12th, rrriMd, i cilh den-ripiioni 
of all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on t cood. Cloth, medium Hvo, 15*.; 
post free, 15s. 6d. Of all Booksellers or from the ojfics 
of Gardening Illustrated, 63, Lincoln's Inn FLlJs, 
London, W.G. i. 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

1\ bloom Seitembkr 18th .—Abelia rupes- 
tris, Ceanothus (in variety), Clwisya 
ternata, lluddleias (in variety), Calycan- 
thus /loridus, Rhus (in variety), Escal- 
lonias (in variety). Magnolia grandiflora, 
Hydrangea paniculata grandiflora, hardy 
Fuchsias, Clerodendron trichotomum, 
Olcaria Haasti, Viburnum Tinas, shrubby 
Veronicas (in variety), Myrtus Luma, 
Lavatera Olbia, Rhyncospcrmum jasmi- 
naides, Desmodium penduliflorum, Sola- 
num jasminoides, Spirwa confusa, Sam- 
bucus canadensis, Cistus (in variety), 
Roses (species and varieties). Clematis 
(many species and varieties). Jasmines 
I various). Wistarias, Honeysuckles, Olc- 
tliras (in variety). Yuccas, Golchicnm 
autumnale. Crocus speoiosus, Cyclamen 
hcdcrafulium, Amaryllis Belladonna, 
Crinum Powelli, Tritomas (in variety), 
Liliutn Henryi, L. tigrinum Fortunci 
yiganteum, alpine Phloxes (in variety), 
Linarias, Silenes (in variety), /Ethio- 
h etnas, Hutchinsia alpina, Sagina glabra, 
dwarf Campanulas (in variety). Saxi¬ 
frage cortustefolia, Parochelus communis, 
Prunella W ebbiana rosea, Veronica Lyalli, 
Convolvulus mauritanious, Gypsophilas, 
Lithospermums, Paronychia polygoni- 
folia, Oxalis (several). Mazus Pumilio, 
Montbrctias (in variety), Hyacinthus can- 
dicans, Gladiolus (in variety), Lobelia 
cardinalis (in variety), Mimulus (in 
variety), Anemone japonica (in variety), 
fEnothcras (in variety), Plumbago Lar- 
penta-, Chrysogonum virginianutn, Arnc- 
bia echioidcs (the Prophet-flower), Poten- 
tillas (in variety), Geiims (in variety), 
Achilleas, Marina longifolia, Thalictrum 
Delavayi, Erodiums, Salvia Greigi, S. 
patens, S. splendens, Pltygelius capensis. 
Chrysanthemum maximum (in variety), 
Hclianthus (in variety), Michaelmas 
Daisies (in great variety). Lupins (in 
variety), Pentstemoiis, Heleniums, Statice 
(in variety). East Lothian Stocks, Antir¬ 
rhinums, Lavateras, Cosmos, Tufted Pan¬ 
sies (in variety), Mesembryanlhemums, 
Coreopsis grandiflora, Ncpeta Muss ini, 
Agrostemmas, Anchusa myosotidi flora, 
Mertensia echioidcs, Agapanthus umbel- 
talus, Ericas (in variety), Menziesias, 
Reliant hemums, Genista humifusa, G. 
tincloria, Hypericums (in variety), Peri¬ 
winkles, Pampas. Grasses, Polygonums (in 
variety), Lysimachias, Astilbes (in 
variety), Lytbrum roseum, , Senecios, 
Hemcrocallis (in variety), Yiltarsia nym- 
ptuxoidcs, fiymphaas. 

The week’s work.— Polyanthuses and 
Primroses should now he planted in their 
permanent positions, adding plenty of 
manure and leaf-mould to the soil. Old 
plants will need a top-dressing of decayed 
manure. These plants bloom very early 
in the spring, and a succession of flowers 
may be had over a long period if some are 
placed in warm, sheltered positions and 
others in more exposed places. A quan¬ 
tity of Narcissus bulbs that were forced 
last season have been planted in the 
Grass. When planting bulbs in Grass 
avoid all formality. Observe the lie of 
the ground, and follow it to some extent, 
running clumps and masses in and out 
among trees. Select spots for planting 
where the soil is fairly good and as free 
of tree roots as possible. In addition to 
Narcissi, there are many bulbs suitable 
for planting in these positions, including 
Anemones, Chionodoxas, Seillas, Erythro- 
ninms (Dog’s-tooth Violets), Muscari 
(Grape Hyacinths), Crocuses, and species 
of Tulips. A large breadth of Crocuses in 
the Grass in full flower on a sunny day in 
February is a most beautiful sight, espe¬ 
cially where they have teen carefully 
grouped. _ Masses of giant Snowdrops 
planted in juxtaposition always give a 
charm to the garden in spring. In the 
rock garden much work is still necessary 
in the removal of weeds, dead flowers, and 
foliage, cutting back any of the stronger¬ 
growing plants which hare grown out of 

Google 


bounds. The present is the best time to 
plant sueli bulbs as are suitable for grow¬ 
ing among the rocks, including the 
smaller-growing Narcissi, as N. cyela- 
minous, N. eitrinus, N. juncifolius, N. 
minimus, N. odorus, and N. triaudrus, 
Chionodoxas, Seillas, Calochortus, Ane¬ 
mone blanda, A. apennina, A. alpina, 
and Habranthus pratensis, which last 
must lie planted in a sheltered position 
exposed to sunshine. Tlio hybrid veroni¬ 
cas, although not so hardy as one would 
wish, are so attractive in the autumn that 
we strike a number of cuttings annually, 
for oven if the old plants are killed after 
one season’s bloom, the labour incurred 
is amply repaid. The end of the present 
month is a suitable time to propagate 
them. Prepare a site in a cold pit, pro¬ 
viding drainage by laying a foot deep of 
lough clinkers or any coarse materials, 
covering with coal-ashes, on which put a 
layer of fine light sandy soil that will be 
4 inches thick after being well trodden, 
and dibble in the cuttings—short, firm, 
stubby shoots—3 inches apart. Water 
well to settle the soil about them ; put oil 
the lights both to keep the cuttings from 
flagging and to ward off heavy rains, and 
protect from frost. Examine occasion¬ 
ally, and pick off damaged leaves. They 
require no further attention until spring, 
when they will te found to be well rooted, 
fit to put out ill nursery lines preparatory 
to being planted where intended to bloom. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hull Gardens, Oundle, Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Pruning —Apples, Pears, Plums, and 
Cherries should te gone over again, when 
all secondary and sappy growths made 
since the previous or summer pruning 
should be cut back to one bud. Particular 
attention should be paid to cordon-trained 
trees on this occasion, and the same with 
espaliers. It is unlikely that any further 
growth will te made this season. 

Apricots. —The present is a good time iu 
which to do whatever pruning the trees 
may require, particularly with respect to 
those which need some of the oldest of 
the spurs shortened or thinned out. The 
object in doing it now is that the wounds 
heal quickly and the likelihood of gum¬ 
ming is averted. Winter pruning is then 
reduced to a minimum. Any lifting to 
check exuberant growth that may he 
necessary should te carried out in the 
same way as for Peach-trees, or if reno¬ 
vating or additions to existing borders 
have become necessary, make preparations 
for carrying it out some time next month 
while the lemes are still on the trees. 
All abundance of lime rubbish is essential 
for mixing with the compost for Apricots. 

Spring-sown Onions _These should he 

pulled up and laid out to dry as soon as 
the tops have died down. If unfavourable 
weather prevails, the bulbs should either 
be laid out on the floor of an open shed 
where they will get an abundance of air, 
or oil boards or mats oil a bard gravel 
path or similar position to dry off properly. 
As soon as this is accomplished store them 
wlieu they are quite dry. Lay them out 
as thinly as circumstances permit for the 
present. Then oil a wet day they can be 
hunched and suspended on ropes under 
the roof of the store. Treated in this 
way they will keep better and longer than 
when left lying on the floor or shelves. 
Where they* have not finished growing, as 
is the case on many allotments, the tops 
should te kept bent over to induce the 
bulbs to mature as fast as possible; but 
as they will not keep through the winter, 
it is best to use them as required between 
now and the end of the year. Recently- 
raised plants must be kept clear of weeds, 
and if circumstances have not allowed of 
sowing being done at all do not hesitate 
to sow, but there should be no further 
delay. As so many plot-holders have 
been troubled with the Onion-maggot this 


season, it would be worth tlieir while to 
sow seeds of varieties usually sown in 
spring at the present time and transplant 
in spring in the same way as for ordinary 
autumn-sown Onions. 

Cauliflowers. —Walelieren and Autumn 
Giant are now turning iu fast, especially 
the former, and to keep the curds nice and 
white the outer leaves should te tent over 
them until they are ready for cutting or 
required for use. If there is likely to be 
a glut, lift and heel in under a north wall 
all ready for cutting. This will arrest 
further development and at the same 
time preserve them in good order until 
they can Ik 1 used. The weather has suited 
both Cauliflowers and nutunm Broccoli, 
and tlio latter promise to yield very excel¬ 
lent results. The young Cauliflower 
plants resulting from recent sowing 
should as soon as large enough te pricked 
out into a frame to the required number. 
A frame in which a crop of Melons or 
Cucumbers lias been grown answers well 
for the purpose if the soil is lightly forked 
over and levelled down. The abundance 
of loam present iu such case will ensure 
the plants lifting well next spring. The 
plants should be dibbled in 4 inches apart 
each way* and made quite firm. Until 
they obtain roothold the lights may be 
kept on and shade afforded, blit after¬ 
wards grow them as hardy as possible, 
and put on the lights only when frost ap¬ 
pears imminent. Equal numbers of Early 
London and Walelieren may te pricked 
off in the same frame; but if a consider¬ 
able number of plants is required it is 
test to have a frame filled with each 
variety. The surplus plants may he 
pricked out at the foot of a south or west 
wall, as if they survive the winter they 
come in useful for planting to form a suc¬ 
cession to the foregoing. In each in¬ 
stance the plants are liable to fall a prey 
to slugs unless looked after and pro¬ 
tected by strewing lime between them. 

French Beans. —Crops raised in pits 
must te kept well aired during the day, 
but as the nights are now cool it is as well 
to close them in the evening. Water 
when necessary with an occasional dose of 
liquid manure. If a supply is needed 
through the winter months the plants are 
best grown in pots in a well-heated house. 
Large 48’s or 3’2’s are good sizes, and they 
should te three parts filled with a mixture 
of two-thirds loam, the remaining third 
to consist of equal quantities of leal- 
mould and spent Mushroom dung. When 
the latter is not available a 7-inch potful 
of bone-meal may be mixed with the loam 
and leaf-mould. The pots must be well 
drained, and cover the crocks with rough 
pieces of loam. If the seeds arc soaked 
in warm water a few hours prior to sowing 
them there will then te no need to sow 
more than is required for each pot, as 
doing so will at once reveal any that may 
te deficient in regard to germinative 
power. Five plants in a pot are sufficient, 
and if cultivation is good these will pro¬ 
duce a large numter of pods. Superla¬ 
tive is a good variety to sow now. In an 
ordinary way the number of seeds sown 
should exceed the actual number of plants ' 
required to make allowance for failures. 
The pots should te filled to within J inch 
of the rims, and sticks inserted round the 
edge of the pots for the support of the 
plants as soon as they have made two or 
throe leaves. When they arrive at this 
stage make another sowing if a continuous 
supply is desired. 

Cyclamens. —Plants raised a twelve- 
month ago should now be arranged in tlio 
house in which they are to bloom. If they 
have been grown on without check blooms 
will be thrown up next month, and with 
careful treatment the plants will continue 
to produce flowers throughout the winter. 
As they will, therefore, be in the same 
structure some considerable time it should 
he well cleaned and made ready for them 
beforehand, particularly if insect pests 
have been rife during the summer. 
Arrange the plants thinly on the stages so 
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that hoth foliage and flowers do not be¬ 
come drawn; and, if necessary, stand 
them on inverted pots or hoards laid on 
inverted pots to bring them well up to the 
light. Watering should be carefully done, 
and the condition of the soil ascertained 
tx-forehand by rapping the pots. The .sur¬ 
roundings must be kept moderately moist, 
otherwise there is always a danger of 
thrips attacking the foliage and crippling 
tile blooms. See that the plants are free 
of these insects before taking them into 
their new quarters, vaporising them 
should any lie detected. Maintain a uni¬ 
form temperature of 5.5 dogs, to GO dogs., 
ventilate freely at the apex, and admit 
enough air by the ground ventilators to 
keep up a regular circulation without 
causing draughts. If not already done, 
seed should lie sown with a view to rais¬ 
ing another lot of plants for flowering a 
twelvemonth hence. If a good number 
arc required sow the seed carefully and 
thinly m pans and raise them in a tem¬ 
perature. of Go dogs. Until the plants ap¬ 
pear cover the glass with which the pans 
should be covered with Moss or paper. 

Humeas. —Plants intended either for 
planting out or greenhouse decoration 
next season should lie potted off into GO’s 
and placed in a house where the tempera¬ 
ture is somewhat warmer than that of an 
ordinary greenhouse, and kept well up to 
the light. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Peach-trees in the early house are now 
showing signs of shedding their leaves. 
A few llirch twigs drawn lightly over the 
branches from the base upwards will dis¬ 
lodge the leaves if the wood is properly 
matured. No effort should lie spared to 
have the wood on early trees well ripened 
before the bouse is started, or failure is 
sure to result. A little beat in the pipes 
will assist in maturing unripened wood. 
See that the roots are well supplied with 
moisture. Late trees which have been 
cleared of their crops should have all the 
old fruiting wood cut out, except that 
which is needed for extension. Use every 
means to ripen the wood, and well wash 
the trees with the hose-pipe. Should red- 
spider lie present syringe with a strong 
solution of Gisliurst compound or soft 
soap and sulphur. 

Cauliflowers. —Plants raised from the 
earliest sowings will now he large enough 
for pricking out. In all cases this should 
be done as soon as they are large enough 
to be handled. This will ensure a sturdy 
growth previous to their being placed in 
their winter quarters. 

Tomatoes. — Plants for fruiting in 
autumn and winter, and which were 
potted into 9-inch pots last month, are 
making capital progress. A quantity of 
fruit has set at the base of the plants, and 
this is swelling freely. Manure-water is 
afforded the plants once a week and the 
house ventilated by day and night. The 
plants are trained on the single-stem 
system, all lateral shoots being removed 
as soon as they appear. As soon as the 
top of the plant reaches its limit of space, 
growth is stopped by pinching out the 
point. As the days will soon lie short and 
dull, it will he necessary to artificially* 
fertilise the flowers or they will not set 
freely. ■ A sharp tap on the trellis occa¬ 
sionally is usually sufficient to effect ferti¬ 
lisation, doing tliis when the sun is shin¬ 
ing and the ventilators are o]>eu. 

Begonia Gloire de Lorraine _A hatch 

of the more forward plants will now he 
allowed to bloom. As the flowers develop, 
overhead syringing will he discontinued, 
hut damping between the pots carried out 
daily, as a dry atmosphere tends to en¬ 
courage insect posts. The house is ven¬ 
tilated freely on all favourable occasions, 
and when the plants are in full bloom a 
very little air is left on all night. The 
later-raised plants are kept growing freely, 
pinching out abloom for th« present in 
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order that the plants may form a useful 
succession to the earlier hatch. Very 
little, if any, shading will he required 
after this date. The house is closed early 
in the afternoon in order that the plants 
may got. the benefit of the sunlieat. The 
atmospheric temperature at closing time 
may he permitted to rise to 85 dogs., hut 
it should decrease during the night to a 
minimum of GO degs. Stake and tie the 
growths as required, using small pieces of 
green-dyed Bamboo points, as neat stak¬ 
ing is very essential to plants required for 
decoration. 

Vegetables generally were never so 
plentiful nor better in quality than they 
aro this year. Every precaution should 
ho taken to guard the crops against early 
frosts, for it frequently happens that 
after the first autumn frost there is a 
long six'll of fine open weather. Much 
may he done by providing temporary 
shelter for such tender crops as French 
Beans and Marrows. A suitable supply 
of portable frames should he in every 
garden where vegetables are required 
throughout the year. The frames need 
not he of an expensive character, hut 
should ho of uniform size, so that the 
lights may ho removed from one to 
another as occasion requires, thus obviat¬ 
ing the necessity of removing the frames 
themselves. The position chosen for 
these frames should Ire protected from the 
north and east winds, hut exposed as 
much as possible to south and west, and 
the sun’s rays should not he interfered 
with by trees or other obstruction, for a 
maximum amount of light is necessary to 
success, especially during tlio winter and 
early spring months. The soil in the 
frames should be moderately light and as 
near to the glass as possible, leaving only 
sufficient space for the development of 
the crops. Every available cold pit 
should now' 1* filled with 

Lettuce or other salad plants, so that 
they may become established before the 
winter arrives. It is much letter to plant 
winter salads where they will grow with¬ 
out disturbance than to lift them from the 
open ground after they have grown to 
their full size, sometimes after they have 
been injured by frost. If seeds were 
sown at the end of August, there should 
he plenty of strong Lettuce plants suit¬ 
able, for planting in pits. The soil should 
1 m? raised to within ,15 inches of the roof- 
glass, and trodden tightly whilst moder¬ 
ately dry. Allow 9 inches between the 
plants, as plenty of space is required to 
stir the soil between the rows with the 
Dutch hoe. The lights should not lx? 
placed on the frames until the very latest, 
except during heavy rains. Another 
small sowing of Lettuce seed may lie made 
now to furnish plants for early spring sup¬ 
plies. The seedlings should ho protected 
from had weather and planted in cold, pits 
early in tile new year. F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Hardy*-flower borders.— With the Kni- 
pliofias, Asters, Anemones, and Chrysan¬ 
themums beginning to bloom freely, the 
closing stage of the hardy-flower borders 
may lx? said to have commenced. In 
many respects the end of the season in 
this department is the most interesting, 
and certainly there is no lack of colour. 
Where time can hv any means lx> spared 
to tidy up the herbaceous borders and to 
secure the plants against October gales, 
it is time well spent. Very often I have 
observed that when the plants in herba¬ 
ceous borders have not. been tied up about 
this time a sudden and severe storm lias 
reduced everything to cliaos, and then, as 
if to emphasise the neglect, a prolonged 
period of fine, settled weather—the 
Indian summer—has set in. Therefore, 
where interest is taken in our hardy 
plants, a little time spent in tying them 
up will in all probability mean a further 
prolonged period of effectiveness. 

Shrubberies. —It has not been found 
possible during the season to pay so much, 


attention as is customary to shrubberies. 
During the week, however, a somewhat 
close inspection was made, and except that 
in certain corners tile Grass has not Ixxni 
so closely cut, there is not, on the whole, 
any evidence that the slirubberies have 
suffered. Among the showiest shrubs 
have been several good pieces of the 
Scarlet-berried Elder. This should be 
made more use of generally, for it is dis¬ 
tinct from others of the family-, which at 
times develop into a pest. Cotoueaster 
frigida, which bloomed profusely, gives 
token of its customary heavy crop of 
berries at a later date, and, if its growth 
is not the most shapely, yet its value in 
the dull December days is undeniable. C. 
Simmonsi, too, is useful, and hemes 
freely. Hollies are heavily berried, and 
if nothing untoward intervenes there 
ought to he a good show during winter. 
Mention must be made of the berries of 
Rowan (I’yrus Auouparia), which is grown 
largely in Scotland, and which lias fruited 
exceptionally freelv during the present 
autumn. Presently Maples and Azaleas 
will assume their autumn tints, and are 
then as attractive as they are iu spring. 
Kalmias, Andromedas, Witch Hazels, 
Choisyas, Pernottyas, Sweet Bays, and 
the choicer shrubs generally appear to 
have been suited by the dripping weather 
of the past August, while Rhododendrons 
and Barberries—especially B. Darwini— 
are equally satisfactory. The last is 
again in bud, and, given a continuance of 
good weather, will shortly bo in bloom. 
Very effective at present are large pieces 
of Hydrangea paniculata grandiflorn, and 
throughout the season Spi no as have been 
very free. S. ariiefolia was particularly 
showy, as was S. Lindleyana, while at the 
present time large pieces of S. Bumalda 
continue in excellent bloom. 

Ripening Grapes. — Recently in a 
Muscat-house I observed a rod of that fine 
variety Mrs. Pince, which had the failing 
which is sometimes characteristic of that 
Grape. The berries, while of quite a good 
size, had a circle of green round the butt 
of each berry, and while this need not 
necessarily detract from the flavour, it 
does not add to the attractiveness of the 
bunch. The reason of this trifling defect 
is difficult to explain ; hut, as ill tile case 
of Muscats generally, it will he found 
that, to finish them satisfactorily, a brisk 
heat in the pipes is needed, combined with 
free ventilation on all suitable days, and 
even nights. Wasps may lx; troublesome 
about this time, hut they can he kept at 
hay by using tiffany over the ventilators, 
although, of course, tile best way is to en¬ 
deavour to locate the nest and destroy it. 

Fruit-trees in pots. —-As soon as the 
fruits are cleared off lot the house be 
closed and vaporised. Rather vaporise 
liglitlv on two successive nights than 
heavily on a single occasion. Then for a 
short time keep the syringe at work— 
twice daily—till the foliage gives indica¬ 
tions of ripening, when the trees may he 
placed outside. A sheltered place in 
which they aro yet well exposed to the sun 
is best; and no neglect in watering is 
allowable. Opinions differ as to the best 
time at which to repot fruit-trees. I do 
not know that there is much in the exact 
time; hut, personally, I consider that the 
present time, is as good as any. Such 
trees as are not in need of repotting must, 
in any case, lx? top-dressed, using for this 
purpose some old friable loam, a little 
well-rotted manure, and a handful of hone- 
meal. Some of the old soil ought to be 
carefully removed before top-dressing is 
done, and the new soil should be packed 
in very firmly. 

Wall fruit.— F uit-trees on walls non 
beginning to ripen their crops must lie in¬ 
spected at close intervals. On the whole, 
the yield of wall fruit has turned out niucn 
superior to what was at one tune ex¬ 
pected, in view of the prolonged cold ani 
wet experienced throughout almost tn 
whole of August. Outstanding arc n 

crops of Kirke’s, Washington, Jeff 1 '™ • 
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Heine Claude de Bavay, and Victoria 
Plums, and if Coe’s Golden Drop is not so 
heavily laden as usual, still it is far from 
being an insignificant crop. Brahy’s 
Gage, Late Transparent Gage, and the 
old Green Gage, as well as Angelina 
Burdett and Belgian Purple, are, however, 
failures this season. Wasps may also 
give trouble now oil walls, as well as blue¬ 
bottle flies, and these pests must be dealt 
with by all possible means. I fancy that 
the heat radiated by the walls during the 
night is primarily responsible for attract¬ 
ing bluebottles, and tney soon find fruits 
which may have been tapped by birds or 
by wasps. 

Winter Spinach and Spinach Beet have 
now been well thinned, and, with a con¬ 
tinuance of favourable weather, will 
shortly be profitable. 

Celery. —Earthing up, which was con¬ 
siderably interfered with by the prolonged 
rainy weather, has been during the week 
taken in hand and finished so far as is at 
the present time necessary. There is an 
entire absence of tbe Celery-fly, and only 
one solitary bolted plant was found, de¬ 
spite the dry weather at planting time 

W. MoGuffog. 

llalmac Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


SIR PRANK AND LADY CRISP’S 
GOLDEN WEDDING. 

Ox August 27th Sir Frank and Lady Crisp 
celebrated their golden wedding in the 
presence of all the members of their 
family who could possibly be present. 
The present state of affairs prevented the 
making of the event an occasion of great 
festivity and enjoyment. His Worship 
the Mayor (Alderman W. Hamilton) with 
the Town Clerk (Mr. Alfred Caldecott) 
waited upon them and conveyed from the 
Town Council their hearty felicitation 
upon the auspicious event. 

We h ave referred more fully to the con¬ 
gratulations of the townspeople as they 
mostly concern Henley, but they also re¬ 
ceived congratulations from far and wide. 
Lady Crisp to mark the occasion has made 
a handsome addition to the already valu¬ 
able Communion plate of St. Mary’s by 
the gift of a beautiful silver-gilt chalice of 
Charles If. design. 

Sir Frank is the eldest son of the late 
Mr. John Shalders Crisp, and was 
created a knight by the late King Ed¬ 
ward VII. in 1907, being honoured with a 
baronetcy by our present King in 1913. 
He is the senior partner in the firm of 
Messrs. Ashurst, Morris, Crisp, and Co., 
of Throgmorton Avenue, London. Born 
in 1843, he six'llt a long and useful 
career in the city and is well known and 
regarded by all for liis keen business acu¬ 
men and strict probity. One of the lead¬ 
ing authorities on company law, he is a 
member of the special Board of Trade 
Committee, and lias rendered valuable 
services to the Government. Ho is a de¬ 
voted student of Nature, horticulture 
being bis cliief hobby. 

As we have already stated, in conse¬ 
quence of the war the festivities were on 
a limited scale, but Sir Frank and' Lady 
Crisp’s first thought was for their less 
favoured neighbours, tlie inmates of the 
Poor Law Institution, and these they en¬ 
tertained. A sumptuous meal was pro¬ 
vided for them ill a large marquee, all the 
men receiving gifts of Tobacco and the 
women paekets of Tea. Before separat¬ 
ing, Mr. F. W. Cave, on behalf of the in¬ 
mates, thanked Sir Frank and Lady 
Crisp for their kind entertainment and 
wished them continued health and happi¬ 
ness, the sentiments expressed by the 
Master being heartily supported by the 
enthusiastic applause of the guests. Sir 
Frank, in replying, said what a great 
pleasure it had been to Lady Crisp and 
liimself to welcome them all to Friar 
Park. Those inmates who were not able 
to visit Friar Park were entertained at the 
institution.— The. Hin/eij and SoutleOxford- 
shire Standard. f . ■ 
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BEES. 

WINTERING. 

Some say that the bee-keeper’s calendar 
begins with the month of August, when 
examination of the hives takes place, 
uniting of weak stocks is done, ami 
“driven” bees are obtained and hived. 
For my part, it would seem as if our 
calendar commences with October, when 
our bees are packed down for winter, not 
to be opened again, unless absolutely 
necessary, until, iwssibly, a warm day 
towards the end of February, just to 
examine the “food rations.” However 
this may be, there is universal agreement 
that the state in which bees are found in 
the spring depends very largely upon the 
condition into which they were put in 
October. This condition depends upon 
three things, presuming the stock to lie a 
good average one or a strong one—viz., 
sufficient food, freedom from damp or pos¬ 
sibility of wet getting in, and proper ven¬ 
tilation. I have already given definite 
advice about fowl in tile shape of syrup. 
Should there now he any doubt about a 
sufficiency, lay a block of bee-candy in a 
box, without a bottom and with a glass 
top, over the hole in the quilt, glass upper¬ 
most,. in place of the feeder. The glass 
enables the bee-master to see if and when 
the candy is consumed without lifting the 
quilt. Lay warm quilts over all, and close 
down. Damp and wet proof measures are 
obvious, but in particular attend to tbe 
roof. Now, as to 

Ventilation. —All animal life, large and 
small, demands pure air to ensure good 
health. As with man, so with bees. The 
only reason for contracting hive en¬ 
trances after the main honey-flow was to 
assist (lie occupants to defend their home 
against robbers. Faulty and insufficient 
ventilation in winter ts frequently the 
cause of serious harm to bees, even to the 
disastrous extent of losing an entire stock. 
Skep hives do not suffer like wooden 
hives, simply because their porous nature 
permits the self-generated moisture of the 
hive to free itself. Wooden hives forbid 
this, and the moisture, naturally formed 
by the clustering bees inside, condensing 
into water will render the hive damp and 
lower its temperature, unless got rid of by 
judicious ventilation. It is agreed that 
dry cold is healthier than wet or damp 
cold, and fresli air contributes to the 
former. To assist efficient ventilation 
some bee-keepers will put an empty super 
on, with the warming quilts above; but 
in ordinary circumstances it will be suffi¬ 
cient to isick down as suggested above, 
and open the entrance slides to the width 
of at least li inches. The bees by their 
movements in the hive will do the rest, 
only make sure that robbing is over before 
ojiening the entrance. In any case, what¬ 
ever the degrees of frost may be, never 
close up the hive entrance to a less space 
than 6 inches in winter. If 
Tainting hives is to lie done, now is a 
good time, when they are dry from the 
summer weather. A coat of paint not 
only protects hives from damp, but makes 
the apiary look smart and neat. A good 
bee-keeper, like a good gardener, wishes 
hisdomainto look tidy. The lifts and roof 
may he done, away from the hive, and 
returned, but this is not possible with the 
outer brood-box. During the oiteration of 
painting this, stand back from the front, 
which will be left until last. It will be 
safest to close the entrance entirely dur¬ 
ing file short time occupied in painting 
tliis part, but do not omit to open it. again 
on completion, drawing the slides apart 
very gently, and, of course, standing back, 
otherwise your bees may lie suffocated be¬ 
fore yotj discover your omission. B. It. H. 


NATIONAL ROSE SOCIETY. 

September JIth, 1917. 

The leading growers staged excellent 
groups throughout, quite sufficient, in¬ 
deed, for a show alone. Generally, too, 
the quality was good. In more than one 
stand the brilliant colouring of Red 
Letter Day at onee caught the eye. This, 
with Margaret Dickson llarnil, Mrs. Her¬ 
bert Stevens (very line while), Mrs. 
McKeilnr (crimson), and the yellow 
Duchess of Wellington were all good from 
Messrs. Alex. Dickson and Sons. In that 
from Mr. G. ITinee, Hugh Dickson, Mme. 

E. Herriot, Lady Hillingdon (generally 
rich in colour), and Snow Queen were 
among the finer stands. Messrs. Frank 
Cant and Co., had a superb variety in 
Mrs. C. E. Salmon, while Red Letter Day, 
Mrs. Herbert Stevens, and Duchess of 
Wellington were all good. In an exten¬ 
sive group from Messrs. W. and .1. Iirown, 
Edith Park (rose and cream, a lovely 
fragrant variety) was noted, also sueli 
good things as Ophelia, Red Letter Day, 
Souvenir de Gustave l’ratt, and the rich 
golden Mrs. Wemyss Quin. The best 
trio in Messrs. Darkness’ stand were Mrs. 
A. Carnegie, -St. Helena, and Mrs. Foley 
Hobbs. In addition to the new single 
Mermaid from Messrs. Win. Paul and 
Son, we noted Waltham Scarlet ami 
Chateau de Clos Vougeot, the last, one of 
tlie most intensely coloured Roses we 
kiioiv- Then, from Mr. Elisha Hicks 
came a great gathering of the best, 
Charles E. Shea, Princess Mary, Red 
Letter Day, Climbing Hillingdon (of a. 
richer shade of orange than the original). 
Snow Queen, Joanna Bridge, and others. 
Messrs. 15. R. Cant and Sons laid Duchess 
of Wellington (yellow), Ophelia (small- 
flowered and not typical of tlie original 
as shown), Hugh Dickson, Mrs. Christie 
Miller, and Hillingdon among many, 
while Mr. George Lilley lmd the finest 
stand of Mme. E. Herriot in Hie show. 
Messrs. Prior contributed well of good 
things, including Ophelia, Duchess of 
Wellington, and Lady Hillingdon. Mr. 
J. C. Allgrove confined his attention to 
fruiting examples of the Rose, staging 
such attractive species as Mo.vosi, Far- 
gesi, and setipoda, all of which have 
urn-shaped fruits, that first-named being 
the largest and most ornamental. 

New seedling Roses.— Quite a notable 
lot of new seedling Roses was staged, 
though few were considered worthy of 
award. 

GOLD MEDAL. 

Rose Mrs. Redford (H.T.) was the only 
variety to gain the Gold Medal on this 
occasion. The colour is rich apricot with 
old gold shading. It is a short-petalled, 
flattish-looking variety as shown. From 
Messrs. Mi-Greedy and Son, Portadown. 

CERTIFICATES OF MERIT. 

Francis Gaunt (H.T.).—The dominant 
colour is cream and buff in a rather pretty 
variety. 

Clarice Goodacre (H.T.) is white, with 
creamy-yellow colouring at the base of the 
petals. In the bud state, as shown, it 
was quite shapely ami good. These were 
from Messrs. Alex. Dickson and Sons, 
Newtownards. 

Je de Escofeh (H.T.).—Tliis variety will 
coDimnnd attention more by reason of 
fragrance than of colour, the latter merg¬ 
ing into the purplish-maroon shades, and 
not good at that. John Davison also 
gained a like award. The colour is crim¬ 
son. Both were from Messrs. McGreedy. 

TIIE CORY CUP. 

The premier award given at this exhi¬ 
bition for the best autumn-flowering 
climbing Rose of the year was awarded 
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to Messrs. W. Paul and Sons’ Mermaid, a 
remarkable variety, lemon - cream In 
colour. It is a hybrid of II. bracteata, the 
lustrous foliage as good a feature as the 
flowers. 

Apart from this and the varieties gain¬ 
ing certificates, those of the greater merit 
and distinction came from Messrs. 
MeGreedy and Son, the most notable 
being Miss Willmott (soft lemon colour), 
Queen Alexandra (scarlet, with buff or 
old gold reverse to the petals), and Mrs. 
Leopold de Rothschild (a lemon-white of 
infinite beauty and charm). Mr. Walter 
Kaslen showed Little .Meg (Polyantlia). 
Lamia (of a bright orange tone), and 
others. Rev. .1. H. Pemberton had Day¬ 
break. Pax, and others of the series 
raised by him. 


NATIONAL DAHLIA SOCIETY. 
Tiie annual exhibition of this society, 
hold at the Scottish Drill Hall in conjunc¬ 
tion with the Royal Horticultural 
Society's fortnightly meeting on Sep¬ 
tember 11th last, was not of its usual ex¬ 
tent. and competition was less keen. 
Flowers generally of high quality were 
staged, the Cactus, Singles, and Pompons 
being particularly good. ' Novelties Were 
rather numerous, and eleven varieties 
were granted certificates. 

The Cory Cup, offered for a group of 
decorative garden Dahlias on tabling 
25 feet by 3 feet is the “ Blue Riband ” of 
the occasion, and this year two firms, 
Messrs. Carter Page and Co. and Messrs. 
•I. Cheal and Sons contested for the 
honour,- the trophy being awarded to the 
first-named firm for an excellent and 
highly representative lot. Novelties being 
inadmissible in the cup class, the trophy 
winners elsewhere displayed a big stand 
of their new Cactus Dahlia Lord Kitch¬ 
ener, a striking variety of rich orange 
colour. In the class for eighteen varie¬ 
ties of Cactus Dahlias, six blooms of 
each, Messrs. J. Stredwick and Sons alone 
competed, and, staging a grand lot, well 
merited the first prize. Notable varieties 
were Dominion (very refined self, orange), 
Mrs. Kennedy (white), Alex. Kennedy 
(crimson), Sir Douglas Haig (pink), 
Captain Bruce Bairnsfather (salmon, 
orange-yellow centre), Mrs. M. Stredwick 
(Pink, with buff centre), and British Lion 
(orange and yellow). Messrs. Stredwick 
were also awarded first prize for forty- 
eight Cactus Dahlias distinct. For 
twenty-four singles, ten blooms of each. 
Messrs. .T. Cheal and Sons were awarded 
first prize. This firm was also first for 
twelve fancy single Dahlias, Eileen, 
Owen Thomas. Hilda, and William rarrott 
being good. Mr. J. A. Jarrett was the 
only exhibitor of six varieties of Decora¬ 
tive Dahlias, six blooms of each, and 
gained first prize, Rowena (fawn) and 
Warnford (white) being very good. Mr. 
Jarreit also excelled in the I’;oony- 
flowered class for a like number, taking 
also first prize for three vases of Star 
Dahlias, four varieties Decorative, six 
lheony-flowered, six Collarette, and six 
varieties distinct, three of each. In the 
class for twelve distinct Collarette varie¬ 
ties, ten flowering stems of each, Messrs. 
Cheat and Sons were first with a goodly 
lot. the succeeding class being devoted to 
show and fancy Dahlias, twenty-four dis¬ 
tinct. For I hose, (lie premier award went 
to Mr. S. LI. Coojier, Chippenham, whose 
moderately large blooms were clean and 
of uniform size. Mabel, Glowworm, Gold¬ 
smith, Purple Prince, and Mrs. ,T. Downie 
were some of the l>est. Mr. Charles 
Luekin, Pulborough, led in the class for 
six Cactus Dahlias, having Golden Wave, 
F. W. Fellows 
in a good set. 


(orange), and Sovereignty 
twydve of 


Pompon Dahlias in sprays of six blooms 
each, Mr. H. Brown, Luton, Beds., won 
the Silver Challenge Bowl awarded with 
the first prize with a model stand of 
blooms. Glow, Darkest of All. Queen of 
Whites, Nerissa, and Jessica were among 
those staged. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Questions.— Queriet and answers are in¬ 
serted in Gardening free of charge if corre¬ 
spondents follotn these rules : All communications 
should he clearly written on one side of the paper 
only, and addressed to the Editor o/Gakdenino, 
63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, IK. 6’. £. 
Letters on business should be sent to the Pcb- 
i.isher. The name and address of the sender 
are required in addition to any designation he 
may desire to be used in the paper. When 
more than one query is sent each shoidd be on a 
separate piece of paper, the name and address 
being added to each. As Gardening has tc be 
sent to press some days in advance of date, 
queries cannot always be replied to in the issue 
immediately following their receipt. We do not 
reply to queries by post., 

Naming plants. —All who wish their 
plants to be rightly named should send fair 
examples of each—the stem, leaf .flower, or fruit. 
(Snippets of leaves and points of shoots are use¬ 
less. ) Not more than four plants should be sent 
in any one week by the same correspondent. 
Where more than one kind is sent they should be 
numbered. Of conifers the fruit should always 
be sent. 

Naming fruit. —Several specimens indif¬ 
ferent stages of colour and size of the same kind 
greatly assist in its determination. We have 
received from several correspondents single speci¬ 
mens of fruits tor naming, these in many cases 
being unripe atul otherwise poor. We can under¬ 
take to name only four varieties at a time. 


VEGETABLES. 

Tomatoes diseased (E. P. £.).—Your 
Tomatoes have been attacked by the same 
disease as affects Potatoes, due to the 
cold wet weather we have lately liad. The 
cultivation of the Tomato in the open air 
is very risky, as in but few seasons can a 
satisfactory crop he had. All the diseased 
fruits should be at once gathered and 
burned. We should also advise you to 
gather all the remaining fruits, even if 
only partly coloured, and lay them on a 
shelf in the greenhouse, where they will 
ripen sufficiently to come in useful for 
cooking. 

Cucumbers and red-spider (North Wales). 
—The primary cause of red-spider attacks 
is a too dry atmosphere. Cucumbers like 
a fairly moist air, not necessarily one 
always wet by having a sloppy floor, but 
syringing morning and evening, and 
sprinkling the bed and floor with water 
before closing up for the night to 
generate vapour. Tomatoes prefer a 
rather dry atmosphere and plenty of air; 
thus the two tilings do not always accord. 
However, you had better get some sul¬ 
phur, mix it with milk or thick soapy 
water, so as to make a wash of it; then 
heat your pipes, coat them over thinly 
with the wash, and shut the house up 
close. Do this at night, and give plenty of 
ventilation next morning, shading the 
Cucumbers a little after syringing. Ret 
peat the process four days'later , and that 
should lie effective in destroying the 
spider. 

Tomato leaves curled (E. G. Laurence ).— 
After a close examination of the Tomato 
leaves we have arrived at the conclusion 
that there is no disease present and that 
the curling is only a natural condition of 
growth. We are strengthened in this 
opinion through having recently seen 
plants of the same variety, which, 
although in a perfectly healthy condition, 
had their leaves twisted" and curled in the 
same manner as thoso you send. We think 
neither your gardener nor yourself need 
feel at all apprehensive about the plants. 


SHORT REPLIES. 


B. Bradshaw .—The leaves of your Pear- 
tree have been attacked by red-spider 
showing clearly that the tree is dry at 
the roots. Give it a thorough soaking of 
water and syringe it well with an insecti¬ 
cide, as Gishurst compound, driving it 

well into all the crevices of the wall._ 

Beatrice Foster .—The only possible reason 
for the yellowing of the leaves is that the 
plants are growing too thickly and have 
exhausted tiie soil. It may be that you 
ai if- *? ,0W ' n P the plants in a confined space, 
which would also bring about the trouble 
Nasturtiums like plenty of sun. The only 
way to destroy the blight, by which we 
take it you mean black-fly, is to syringe 

with Quassia extract.- Huxham. _For 

such a position you will find nothing better 
than a Holly hedge, using for the purpose 
strong seedling plants, and seeing to it 
that the ground is well prepared by deep 
digging and manuring. Ajax .—See re¬ 
port of tile National Rose Society’s Show- 
on September lltli. This you will find on 
page 539.- If. IF. Webster _As a wind¬ 

break you ran have nothing better than 
tiie Tamarisk, which invariably succeeds 

by the sea.- N. M. B .—Not necessarily 

during the winter, but certainly during 
the spring, as this will check the germina¬ 
tion of the fungus spores..- Ajax. _1, 

You will find an article dealing with 
“Violet Culture” in our issue of March 
13th, 1915, page 155, a copy of which can 
he had of the publisher, post free, for 

2jd.- F. J. Childers .—Is there anv 

Amcrican-blight on the tree? If so, this 
would cause the dirty appearance of the 
fruits. The sooty deposit is only on the 
surface, and can be easily wiped off with a 
damp cloth. 


NAMES Or PLANTS AND FRUITS. 


Names of plants.— IF. J. II McLean— 
The coloured form is Linaria reticulata 
aurea. purpurea. The pale yellow may he 
Linaria maritima, but you defeat the" ob¬ 
ject in view by sending a fragmentary 
scrap minus leaf or aught else to guide us 

to a satisfactory decision.- Charles 

Street. —The Indian Clematis is C. mon- 
tana. 

Names of fruits _ S. H. C. —1, Beauty 

of Kent (small) ; 2, Crimson Queening; 

3, Looks like a small Bess Pool._ 

A. L. S. —Pears: 1, Beurre Clairgeau; 2, 
Durondeau. Apples: 3, King of the 

Pippins; 4, Duchess of Oldenburg.- 

T. Smith. —Apples: 1, Bramley’s; 2, Early 
Margaret; 3, Hawthornden; 4, Cox’s 

Orange. It is a pleasure to name such 

characteristic fruits.- East Coast .— 

Apples: 1, Norfolk Beaufin; 2, French 

Crab : 3, Alfristou ; 4, King of the Pippins. 

- II. B. —Apples: 1, Alfristou, a very 

late Apple; 2, Lane’s Prince Albert; 3, 
Emperor^ Alexander; 4, Cox’s Pomona. 

- J. T. K.. —Apples: 1, Hawthornden; 

2, Cox’s Orange; 3, Worcester Pearmain; 

4, Lemon Pippin.- E. N. —Apples: 1, 

Gloria Mundi; 2, Blenheim Orange; 3, 

Mere de Menage; 4, Cellini.-IF. 

Apples: 1, Lane’s Prince Albert; 2, 
Stone’s Apple ; 3, Cellini ; 4, French Crab. 

- L. C. —Pears: 1, Louise Bonne of 

Jersey; 2, Glou Moreeau ; 3, Marie Louise ; 
4, Winter Nebs.- Miss Wright. —Prob¬ 

ably Breedon Pippin.—— E. F .—Summer 

Strawberry of Lancashire.-/■'. Bonner 

Feast .—Pear not recognised, probably a 

stewing variety.- H. It. S., Pnrchcstc'r .— 

Apples: 1, Probahly Sturmer, should like 
to see later ill the season; 2, Yorkshire 
Greening; 3, Northern Greening; 4, 

Adam’s Pearmain. Kindly send Pears 
when ripe and fully developed. It is im¬ 
possible to name with any certainty the 
unripe fruits you send us. Please also 
read our Rules to Correspondents as to 
the number we undertake to name in any 
ORrmar*•“’* ' * ILLIIMOIj nl 
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A LADY’S SLIPPEIt IN RUSSIA. 

I have this answer to a question rc the 
above from the Rev. W. Fox, Southbounie, 
Hants.—YV. 

I hardly know what to tell you in 
answer to your kind note of Sept. 19th 
rc my note about Cypripedimn gutta- 
tuui (p. 515). In 1801-1805 I was living 
in the depths of Russia in the family 
of Count Alexis Tolstoy (not Leo). His 
estate was in the Government of 
Tchernigoff and lay about 500 miles 
south of Moscow, which was our 
nearest railway station. Tile country 
is densely wooded, the chief part with 
Iiirch and Aspen Poplar. In addition 
to the three kinds of Cypripedium I 
mentioned I used to find here and there 
a plant of Iris sibiriea, and a good 
deal of Mainntkeinum. It is so long 
ago that I forget what other flowers I 
gathered, but the delightful huge 
bunches of C. guttatam and Lily of 
the Valley 1 shall never forget. It 
may interest you to know that the 
Curator of the Botanic Gardens at 
Petersburg (as it was then called) 
used to send to these woods for plants 
of C. maeranthuin, which made us 
suppose that it was not at all common 
in Russia. I saw it blooming in tile 
liotanic Gardens, but not half so freely 
as it diii in its native woods. 1 do not 
think that C. guttatum is very com¬ 
mon in Russia, as I once received a 
parcel of roots from the Botanic Gar¬ 
dens which had been gathered in the 
Caucasus. They did no good with me, 
and I think that they had been kept 
too long after being lifted, as I did not 
receive them until the spring, and they 
had been lifted in the autumn, the 
state of the ground at Petersburg 
forbidding their being planted. I wish 
that I could tell you more about the 
plant life in those woods, which were 
a great joy to me, but fifty years ago 
is a long ago. The bird life as well as 
the plant life was a source of great 
delight. 

I hope that what I have been able to 
tell you may be of interest. 


NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 


Pruning Tea and China Roses.— I told 
last spring how much I gained by pruning 
these before Christmas, and now I am 
cutting away old stubby growths iu Sep¬ 
tember. I am not going to allow the 
plants to be knocked about, all the winter 
and spring. Our Rose books are sadly in 
want of revision, and in more ways than 
this.—W. 


Cotoneaster horizontalis in fruit.— This 
year this has fruited with remarkable free¬ 
dom. The handsome, fan-like sprays are 
literally “ roped ” with the tine red berries, 
which show against the glossy, dark green 
leaves in a charming manner. If left 
alone many of these berries fall to the 
ground and produce plants. Nowhere does 
this Cotoneaster look better than on rock- 
work or a steep bank. The birds gener¬ 
ally leave the berries alone for quite a long 
time.—S cot. 


Rose Hiawatha.— If it were possible to 


obtain the opinion of 
the most lasting Rose 



iu bloom I venture to say that Hiawatha 
would stand first. It may be counted on 
to remain in a good state for two or throe 
weeks, and this, I imagine, is why so many 
to-day are using it for arches and pergolas. 
As a- pillar Rose, too, it is charming, the 
crimson clusters with their golden anthers 
showing up well amongst the bright green 
foliage.— Woodbastwick. 

Lycopodium dendroideum.— Can any of 
your readers tell us if this little North 
American tree club Moss is in cultivation 
in our isles? I have not seen it for many 
years, hut it lives in my memory as charm¬ 
ing, and distinct from all its tribe. I saw 
it only once—in Mrs. Marryat’s garden at 
Wimbledon, now swept away and built 
over.—W. 

Gypsophila acutifolia.— Without in the 
least detracting from the claims of G. 
paniculatn, l should like to mention as 
worthy of notice the allied G. acutifolia, 
with pale pinkish flowers and glaucous, 
sharp-pointed foliage, it grows, according 
to the books, 3 feet high, hut I have seen it 
taller. The individual blooms are larger 
than those of G. paniculatn, but are not 
borne so freely. It loves a dryish soil.— 
»S. Aknott. 

Nerina filifolia minor _This little Lily, 

with its dainty curled blossoms like Ragged 
Robin, deserves to be better known than 
it is. It is quite different from N. umlu- 
lata, with which some growers have identi¬ 
fied it. It is very easy of culture. At 
Canterbury it blooms quite freely against 
a greenhouse wall facing south. Last 
winter killed it in other parts of the gar¬ 
den, where it had previously done well, but 
in the greenhouse border it stood the win¬ 
ter perfectly. —A. J. Mason, Precincts, 
Canterbury. 

Tom Thumb Nasturtiums.-VThese go on 

blooming regardless of the weather. This 
season, after many days’ rain, they are as 
bright as ever. Some patches in a pool- 
soil witii Marigold Legion of Honour, 
single Petunias, etc., are now (end of 
August) making a brave show. My method 
is to sow the seeds in the open at the end 
of April amongst Pansies. By the time 
the Pansies are over these are coming into 
bloom. I grow Empress of India (crim¬ 
son), Cloth of Gold, Vesuvius (apricot), 
and Beauty of Malvern (scarlet).— West 
SURREY. * 

Isatis glauca, —Few appear to cultivate 
this. It is a good border plant which bears 
about July a great number of yellow 
flowers which are individually small, but 
are produced in great numbers, and, col¬ 
lectively, have a good effect ia ttie border, 
while they are excellent for cutting. The 
foliage is of a glaucous green, hence the 
specific name. I first grew tilts Isatis from 
seeds sent me from Smyrna by Mr. Ed¬ 
ward Whittall, and I believe that it was 
from seeds sent by him to this country 
that it was first distributed. It is easily 
ralsed from seeds sown under glass in 
spring or from April to June in the open. 
It grows about 3 feet high.—S. Aknott. 

Sweet Williams. —In Gardening for 
August 18th there is a note on these. I 
agree that Sweet Williams deserve more 
attention, especially in these days when It 
is necessary to grow things that do not 
need a lot of attention. To have them at 
their best tiiey should he grown in separate 
colours. Some years ago I grew them 


amongst the Grass, planting strong ones 
in tile autumn. In this way they lasted 
two years. Few things were more admired 
than these. They ore equally at home in 
borders in the kitchen garden under Apple- 
trees if these are not too thick to shade 
them too much. Nothing in my garden 
during the past summer was so much ad¬ 
mired as the varieties known as Scarlet 
Beauty and Pink Beauty.—J. C. F. C. 

The Jalap-plant (Exogonium Purga).— 
—This graceful climber has perished with 
mo after growing on a south wall for some 
years. Can any of your readers oblige us 
with a hint as to its wants. Does it thrive 
on chalky soils? Where may one get good 
plants? I gave It no special soil—deep, 
coldish loam. It scrambled through a 
climbing Rose and flowered rather late, 
and was very welcome when it came, last¬ 
ing until November.—W. 

Incarvillea Olgas. — Iucarvilleas have 
been prominent within the past few years, 
and their beauty amply justifies the favour 
they have received. They are easily raised 
from seeds and the tubers are not expen¬ 
sive. I. Delavayi and I. grandiflora, with 
its reputed variety I. g. brevipes, some¬ 
times sold simply as I. brevipes, are quite 
hardy. It is different, however, with I. 
Olga-, which is really more tender than the 
others, and should, I consider, he properly 
classed as half-hardy. It is perennial, but 
considerably less hardy than its allies, and 
should not be planted In cold districts witii 
any hope of success. It is one of the most 
graceful of the race, growing about 3 feet 
high, with prettily-cut leaves and rose- 
purple flowers.—Ess. 

Asclepias tuberosa —Far too rarely seen 
is this brilliant autumn-flowering peren¬ 
nial, yet it is certainly one of the most 
striking of autumn flowers. Though not a 
difficult plant to grow, it is by no means an 
easy matter to secure large specimen 
plants. Lack of knowledge possibly as to 
its exact requirements may to some extent 
account for this, for the plant appears to 
be only well suited to very warm sandy 
soil. Quite near the sea coast in spots 
where the soil is very sandy the plant is 
more happy, and in such places is wortli 
growing freely. On clay soils the plant is 
rarely satisfactory, and usually becomes a 
victim to slugs in winter. The plant grows 
about 2 feet high when well established, 
and produces terminal corymbs of a bright 
orange hue. 

Amaryllis Ackermannl.— There Is no 
doubt whatever as to the hardiness of 
Amaryllis Ackermanni. I cannot tract- 
the plant, so do not know what country it 
comes from, and suspect it may be of gar¬ 
den origin. It has stood in the one place 
here for over forty years, and I believe 
originally came from Bitton. It is planted 
at the foot of the Orchid-house wall, and 
I moved some bulbs from there to the wall 
of the Cactus-house, where it does equally 
well. Its colour is brilliant shiny dark 
red. I do not find it in the Kew Index, but 
Nicholson mentions it in “The Dictionary 
of Gardening.” As regards Crinums, C. 
Moorei, C. Powelli, C. Powelli alburn, C. 
capense, and C. Yemense are perfectly 
hardy here. You will find references to 
them in The Garden, Vol. XIX., p. 200, 
and Vol. XXXVII.. p. SO, arid also in Irish 
Gardening, where there is nil illustration 
of Yi-mea.se, Inst year. T consider it 
the finest of them all.— F. W. Moore. 
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Crlnums at Exeter.— I was interested in 
yonr note about Orinums on jingo -474. 
They are a great success with me in the 
borders under tlie greenhouse walls. I 
grow O. Yemen* 1 , true, a massive white ; 
C. Yemense (from Holland), white, with 
Iiiuk margin; (!. Powelli, pink; C. P. 
album, pure white; C. P. roseum ; and C. 
longiflorum roseum.—P. O. M. Veitch. 

Anagallis Brewerl.—I have never seen 
this pretty half-hardy annual do better 
than it. has done here this season. The in¬ 
tense blue of the flowers reminds one of 
the Gentian and Phaeelin. Owing to last 
spring being so unfavourable the seed was 
sown in a box. The seedlings when well 
hardened were pricked out where to 
bloom. It looks as if it would flower for 
some weeks yet, though now past the 
middle of September.—0. T., Amplhill, 
Beds. 

Anemone japonica Alice. —All who ap¬ 
preciate the pink or rose coloured forms 
of the Japanese Windflower should add 
this to their collection. It may be de¬ 
scribed as a decided improvement on 
Queen Charlotte, as great an advance 
upon it as that variety is on the much 
older A. j. elegans. Alice has saucer- 
formed flowers of rich rosy-carmine, and 
assumes a clear rosy-lilac tone towards 
the centre of the flower. To this good 
colour attribute must be added size of 
flower, good form, and great freedom of 
blossoming.—10. J. 

Aster Amellus bessarabicus. — Among 
the early Asters now in flower, and, there¬ 
fore, too early to properly be grouped 
among the popular so-called Michaelmas 
Daisies, this is one of the best and most 
serviceable, and, whether associated with 
other tilings or in. beds nearly or wholly 
devoted to it. Is very pleasing. A good bed 
may be made with this plant and Anemone 
japonica alba as a centre, the two plants 
flowering together and profusely for a long 
time. Scarcely more than 2 feet high in 
ordinary seasons, the Aster, with its much- 
branched habit of growth, makes a capital 
display. 

Bulbous Irises.— A note front “ F. W. 
G.,” on September Sth, states that the 
best rooting medium for English Irises, 
among others, is a light, rich soil. Tart 
of my garden is composed of heavy, shaly 
soil, that turns into a dirty grey clay in 
drought, and English Irises grow large and 
strong in it, I. lilstrioides does nicely, and 
increases fairly in stiffisli loam, and usu¬ 
ally flowers here in January. I have 
known the flowers last through a spoil of 
frost and snow. Spanish Irises do not 
thrive, and pavonin and tuberosa are per¬ 
fectly useless in loam or sand. Probably 
they want more continuous heat in summer 
to rijicii them than we get here.—L. J. 
Rogers, ti, Ilollin-lane, Leeds. 

Pampas Crass, keeping.— The plumes of 
the Pampas Grass are very fine this year. 
In several instances where large clumps 
are growing under trees of I’runus 
Pissardi the effect is very striking, espeel- 
ally where the background consists of 
evergreen and summer-lea ting trees and 
shrubs. The following is a very simple 
way of preserving the plumes. Before 
they are too ripe cut and carefully wash 
them in clean water. When dry, soak the 
plumes in milk which has been kept in a 
vessel for forty-eight hours. After they 
have been gradually dried soak once more 
for two liours. Again gently shake and 
place the pinnies in a vinery, Peach-house, 
or similar structure to dry thoroughly in 
the sun. Every few horn's, till dry, gently 
shake out the plumes. They will be white 
and firm, but quite feathery, and will last 
in good condition till the end of next 

'gle 


GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 

APPLES AND PEARS FAILING. 

I have a quantity of Apples and Pears on 
my trees, but they are infested with a 
grub, or caterpillar, or maggot, which ap¬ 
pears to enter at the eye, and so spoils 
the fruit. Can you kindly toll me h v 
to proceed to counteract this for the 
future ?— Abuotsbury. 

[The Apples are doubtless infested with 
the larvae of the Codlin modi (Carpocapsa 
pomonellu). The moth lays its eggs in the 
eye of the young fruit at the time it is 
setting, and the larvie, when hatched out, 
find their way down to the core, and later, 
when full-grown, oat their way out to the 
side of the fruit. They then spin 
cocoons in the rough crevices of the bark 
on the stem and branches of the tree, 
from which in due course moths will 
emerge. The best way to combat this iiest 
is to spray the trees with Swiff&arsenate 
of lead directly the blossoms have sot and 
to gather lip and burn all fruits which fall 
to the ground, to get rid of the larvae con¬ 
tained therein. It is also recommended 
that haybands be wound round the stems 
in early summer, leaving them there till 
late autumn, when they should be taken 
off and burnt. The bands will arrest the 
passage of the full-grown larva on its way 
up to find suitable quarters in which to 
spin its cocoon, and so lead to great num¬ 
bers taking up tlieir abode in the liay- 
liands instead. In winter spray the trees 
with caustic alkali solution. The quantity 
of arsenate of lead to use is 8 oz. to 20 
gallons of water, and apply with a spray¬ 
ing syringe or by means of a garden engine 
fitted with a spraying nozzle, the latter 
being the in'St method if the trees are 
above 0 feet in height. In the case of the 
Pear the trouble is most likely due to the 
grubs of the Pear midge (Diplosis pyri- 
vora). In winter, when the leaves are off 
the trees, spray them with caustic alkali 
solution. Pick off all tho infested Pears 
now and at once burn them, and dress the 
ground with kainit at the rate of -J oz. per 
square yard.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The drone-fly. —Will you lie so good as 
to let me know through your paper the 
name of the enclosed animal? It was 
found on a garden patli in North Wales, 
and sent to me to identify. I am, how¬ 
ever, unable to do so, and will he most 
grateful if you can do so.—C. M. B. 

[The creature is tin* pupa of the drone 
fly (Erlstalis tenax). The larva feeds in 
water partially or entirely stagnant, and 
lias a curious long tail that it thrusts 
through the water to the level of it, what¬ 
ever it may lie. for the tail is telescopic, 
and through this tail it breathes. It 
hatches out during summer or autumn into 
a large, brownish, two-winged fly which 
frequents flowers. Have you ever read of 
Virgil's bees and liow to start bee-keeping 
by means of a dead cow? The bees were 
drone flies.] 

Vermin.—I have never experienced such 
destruction as this year by caterpillars, 
earwigs, snails, and s-Iugs. I have caught 
hundreds and thousands of caterpillars 
and snails. The former, I know, can only 
he reduced by picking off; but l should 
think snails might he trapped or enticed 
by suitable bait. Can you recommend any 
good idea for capturing snails?— Marrow. 

[We fear there is no way of destroying 
the snails but collecting them by hand, as 
if anything noxious to them is scattered 
about so as to come into contact with them 
they at once withdraw into their shells, 
where they are quite safe. You might 
lay Cabbage leaves about so as to entice 
them from other and less attractive food, 
and so trap them. With slugs it is ditfj 


ferent, as these may be destroyed if lime, 
which lias been freshly slaked, is 
sprinkled over the ground when the slugs 
are on the move.] 

Caterpillars on Ferns—Having seen the 
answer to ray letter in Gardening of 
August 2.5th, 1 now send more caterpillars. 

They are. marked so much like tho Fern 
upon which they are feeding that I would 
like to know if there is any explanation 
for this? By picking them off by hand, I 
have got rid of most of them; but the 
Ferns are quite spoilt. What butterfly 
do they turn into?—It. 

[The caterpillar sent is that of the 
Angle-shades moth,-, w hich feeds upon a 
considerable number of different plants in 
the garden, including Ferns. No doubt, 
its peculiar colour and markings so much 
resembling the Fern frond, help to pro¬ 
tect it front Ihe attack of birds. It is 
very common to (ind (except ill the case 
of black and yellow caterpillars) a close 
resemblance between Ihe colour of the 
food plant and that of the caterpillar; in 
fact, tho resemblance is so great that in 
many eases the caterpillar entirely escapes 
observation.] 

The Pear-tree slug.— Could you tell me I 

what these black insects are? They re- 1 
Kemble small, Shiny, black slugs; but 1 
think they are caterpillars. They have 
attacked the Pear-trees, one of which lias 
lost all its leaves. They withered, and 
the wind blew them off, and Pears still 
hanging. The next tree is badly affected. 
They have been washed with various in¬ 
secticides. An answer in Gardening 
would he very welcome. —Verb. 

[Your trees have been attacked by the 
Pear-tree slug, tile best cure for which is 
to syringe with a solution of caustic soda 
and potash, the proper recipe, for making 
which is: 1 lb. of the soda, not. to be 
touched by the hand, put Into a tub con¬ 
taining a gallon of hot water to dissolve, 
adding to it J lb. of pearl-ash or crude 
potash, and after dissolving 1 lb. of soft 
soap in a gallon of boiling water add that 
and 10 gallons of water. It is then lit. to 
use. Spray it over the trees when the 
leaves have all fallen, as it is very de¬ 
structive to insects, Moss, or any form of 
life. As, however, the chrysalides of the 
Pear slug winter in the soil, the solution 
may have no effect on them. Better re¬ 
move to a depth of from 2 inches to 1 
inches the soil over the roots, bury else¬ 
where, and replace with fresh. If the slug 
appears next summer, dust llic trees freely 
in the evening with fresh-slacked lime, 
giving a second dusting two or three even¬ 
ings later. After a few- days syringe, hard 
with clean water to thoroughly cleanse the 
trees.] 

Birds and insect pests and our late 
winter. -Many writers to the gardening 
Press have reported a great decrease in 
bird life owing to our late severe winter, 
and a corresponding increase ill cater¬ 
pillars aiul similar garden jests. Jinny 
have been of the opinion that a severe 
winter should result in a decreased num¬ 
ber of jK'sts, but according to Edward Now- 
mann’s Natural History of British Butter¬ 
flies some in the chrysalis state arc not 
infrequently frozen into solid and very 
brittle lumps of ice, and may be broken 
into pieces without exhibiting tlie slightest 
indication of vitality, yet if left unmolested 
ill the situations they have selected they 
invariably recover and revert to the condi¬ 
tion in which the frost overtook them.— 
W. J. Farmer. 


“The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds.” —New Edition, 12th, revised, with descript io^f 
of nil the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, vndinm Svo, /it. - 
post free, tin. j Gd: Of all Booksellers or from the oj&c* 
of Gardening Illustrated, 63, Lincoln's Itm Fields, 
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to furnish ground satisfactorily which is 
not at all favourable for hardy perennials 
generally. It furnishes cut blooms in 
abundance, which are of great use when 
something bold, if not refined, is needed, 
and forms a good companion to early- 
flowering perennial Asters and Japan 
Anemones in varied colours in bud and 
bloom cut with quite long stems. Strong 
of constitution though this Sunflower may 
be, it is liable to suddenly lose much of 
its effectiveness just when it lias reached 
a maximum of luxuriance, and this is 
really due not to any inherent weakness, 
but to that native vigour which induces 
a multiplicity of crowns which become so 
much crowded that the centre ones 
suffer loss of vitality and sometimes die 
away. In some soils this may not be so. 
The blooming power of the plants may lie 
maintained for some years, but in my 
light soil division is necessary every 
third year. This can be done with tile 
spade, cutting the plants in two. This 
brings the central jiortion of the plant 
again into contact with the soil. 

Tuansk.antixo Narcissi. — A large 
grower of these is strongly of opinion that 
the bulbs should be lifted just before the 
foliage dies away. Ilis theory is that in 
this way the bulbs get a more perfect rest 
than when left in the ground until the 
leaves die off. I have no experience of 
the matter, but give the opinion for what 
it is worth. The opinions of those who 
grow things on a large scale commercially 
are, however, always worth noting. 

SOI.IOAGO BRACHYSTAOHYS. — A bit Of 

bright colour in the rock garden in Octo¬ 
ber is always welcome, and this little 
Golden Rod furnishes it. The first 
flowers are now (September 20th) expand¬ 
ing, and they will be well in evidence 
through October. Tills Golden Rod is 
closely allied to the native species which 
is found occasionally, but not plentifully, 
growing in short Grass on commons and 
bare spaces in Surrey. It cannot be 
classed among choice rock plants; in 
fact, it does very well on the level, and 
would probably do as well in the Grass, 
if not very rank, as the native species. 
Being, however, of such dwarf stature, it 
shows to better advantage when placed 
above the level. J. Corniiill. 


VOTES AND REPLIES. 

Growing Lycorls.—Some years since I 
imported from Japan bulbs of Lycoris 
radiata, L. radiata alba, L. aurea, and Ij. 
squamigera. I have given them the same 
treatment as Nerines, but it has not been 
successful in producing blooms. Would 
you tell me how to proceed?—C. Louch. 

LTlie Lycoris will succeed perfectly out. 
of doors under the same treatment as the 
Belladonna Lily, that is to say, the bulbs 
should be planted in a well-drained border 
of good soil at the foot of a south wall. 
Fairly deep planting is necessary, eo that 
the top of the bulb is about 0 inches below 
the surface of the soil. At this depth the 
bulbs will be safe from any ordinary frost, 
but if any danger in this respect is antici¬ 
pated some light litter may bo sprinkled on 
the border for the winter. The Lycoris 
may also be cultivated in iHits, feeding the 
plants when in full growth, and keeping 
them almost dry when dormant. As the 
flower-spikes appear plenty of water must 
be given. Whether in pots on planted out, 
the bulbs resent disturbance, for which 
reason the soil should be of a good, lasting 
nature, consisting mainly of loam and 
sand. The bulbs rest during the early 
summer months.] 

Eupatorium purpureum.— If not rank¬ 
ing with the best of early autumn-flower¬ 
ing perennials, this has the merit of dis¬ 
tinctness together with the attribute of 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

OUTDOOR PLANT3. 

ANCHUSA MYOSOTIDIFLORA. 

This Is a dwarf-growing kind, of tufted 
habit, rather more than a foot high when 
fully grown, though interesting and beau¬ 
tiful long before by reason of its numerous 
Forget-me-not-like sprays of flowers. In¬ 
dividually the brilliant blue flowers remind 
one ratlier of those of Omplmlodos verna 
than aught else, hence the specific name 
“ myo.sotidiflora ”—for the flowers are 
hardly Myosotidium-like—appears some¬ 
what far-fetched. It is, however, a eliarui- 


large specimens, and will thrive in poor 
porous soils. Wind-waving in their case 
must be guarded against. They are very 
brittle, and unless secured, whole branches 
may be broken off. This is especially the 
case with the double variety, the head of 
flowers being heavier. 

Veronica Trehane.— This will please 
those who care for coloured-foliage 
plants, and will have no interest for those 
who do not. I must confess to a partia¬ 
lity for variegated plants when the varie¬ 
gation is well defined and constant in all 
kinds of weather; but there are very few 
yellow-leaved things that I have any love 
for; the majority of the so-called golden- 
leaved plants has no claim to the name, 
and is more of a blot than an ornament in 


Google 


Part of a group of Anchusa wjosotidiflora. 


ing plant. At home in cool, loamy soil in 
slight shade it begins to flower in May and 
continues for weeks. 


HARDY FLOWER NOTES. 

Doc file-flowered gypsophiea. —If ever a 
hardy plant supplied a want it is the Gyp- 
sopliila. We have nothing like it for 
cutting, and in my exiierlence nothing is 
more missed when its season is past. 
The great value of the double flowered 
variety is not in its doubleness—some 
would probably say that this was the re¬ 
verse of improvement—-but in the fact that 
by its more tardy blooming it lengthens 
its season of usefulness. With me it 
comes to its full development Just as the 
tyjie is going over. Independently of 
their value for cutting, these Gypsophilas 
create a pleasing effect in the form of 


the garden. This Veronica, however, de¬ 
serves to have the word golden applied to 
It—fluring the spring and early summer it 
glows in the sunshine, and at the present 
time is, in spite of adverse weather, very 
bright and effective. It is of robust 
growth, and although, like so many varie¬ 
gated plants it does not flower freely, it 
yields enough blooms to lender it attrac¬ 
tive, the delicate blue of the little blos¬ 
soms being shown up to advantage by the 
golden-hued foliage. 

Helianthus Soleii, u'Or.— This will 
thrive In almost any soil, no deep culture 
or manuring being necessary. It will hold 
its own in association with the strongest- 
growing hardy perennials, and is at home 
among low-growing shrubs. It belongs to 
the fill-gap class, which, like the stronger 
forms of Michaelmas Daisies, can be used 
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blooming when the Phloxes and the 
majority of Composites are past ami be¬ 
fore the host of Miehaelmas Daisies. It 
has been unusually tine this season, the 
abundant rains and eool weather suiting 
it. This reminds one of its suitability to 
boggy plaees, or, indeed, any position 
where root moisture is present. With 
this assured, it may be given full ex¬ 
posure, displaying in such its ehoeolate- 
eoloured stems and feathery corymbs of 
rosy-red flowers. Six feet or more high, 
it is a fit subject for the wild garden or 
for the larger herbaceous borders.— 
E. H. J. 

Antirrhinums. — Planted towards the 
front of a mixed border a number of 
Antirrhinums has given great pleasure 
throughout ihe season. They consist of 
mixed seedlings, and among them there is 
a great variety of colours. The whole of 
the plants are of medium height, for I do 
not like the very dwarf, dumpy ones. The 
seed was sown in the autumn, and the 
plants wintered in a cold frame. They 
were put into small pots when large 
enough, and planted out In their present 
Quarters on May 1st. In two or three 
weeks the earliest flowers opened, and 
there has been a continuous display since. 
Now (September I9tli) they are still full of 
bloom. Of course, care has been taken to 
keep the old flower-spikes cut off. There 
are very few subjects that will keep up a 
succession of blossoms for a I tout four 
months as these have done, while with 
favourable weather they bid fair to con¬ 
tinue for some time longer. While seed¬ 
lings taken from a mixed collection will 
sometimes give a great variety of colours, 
it may lie desired to increase a few of the 
very best. In that case cuttings may be 
taken now, and, put into pots or boxes of 
sandy soil, they will soon root. Potted 
singly they will then become established 
and he ready for planting out in the spring. 
—W. T. 

Helenium Riverton Cem.— While this 
fine perennial is no longer a novelty in 
gardens, it is still unsurpassed—one 
might also say unequalled — among 
autumn-flowering plants for Its wealth- 
affording flower-beauty or brilliant effect. 
Happily, too, it comes at a most useful 
time just as one is tiring of the wondrous, 
succession and variety of yellows in 
Ilelenium, Ileliopsls, and Helianthi, 
affording a colour-warmth and beauty not 
seen in tlie border for many a day. Six 
feet or more high, self-supporting, and of 
comely habit, requiring nothing in the 
way of stakes to mar or Improve it, it is 
pre-eminently the most brilliantly-flow¬ 
ered jiereiinial of early autumn days, as 
durable near by as it is effective a 
hundred yards away—in fact, a picture- 
making subject of the best. The border, 
however, is but one place in which it may 
he used to advantage. Shrubbery belts 
or their margins, beds on the lawn, or 
groups in a variety of positions, may each 
be made more beautiful by its presence, 
and the fact that it endures should tempt 
not a few to indulge it with a free hand. 
To some extent the Wallflower-red colour 
of it leaves untouched the rich glow of 
crimson-scarlet which gives it life and 
renders the plant unique. It is easily 
grown in well-cultivated garden soils.— 
E. H. Jenkins. 

litium neilgherrense. — This striking 
autumn-flowering Lily has apparently 
almost, if not quite, dropped out of cultiva¬ 
tion. Time was (some thirty years ago) 
when it was fairly common, but it never 
proved amenable to culture in this coun¬ 
try, for though Imported bulbs flowered 
well the first season, comparatively few 
bloomed a second time, while the third 
display was a very meagre one. This Lily 
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lias one marked peculiarity in growth, 
which is, however, shared by the Japanese 
I,ilium Loitchtlini. After the flower-stem 
pushes from the ai>ex of the bulb it very 
often proceeds in a horizontal direction 
below the surface before appearing above 
ground. Singularly enough a fair number 
grow upright iu the orthodox manner. 
These are far more satisfactory, as this 
travelling under ground lessens the height 
of the flower-stein, and a long trumpet 
flower but a few inches alxive ground loses 
a good deal of dignity. Grown in pots, 
these wandering stems will often appear 
above ground at the edge thereof. The 
flowers of L. neilgherrense are very long 
and massive, and in colour usually of a 
imle primrose tint, but individuals vary in 
that respect. Occasionally they have a 
reddish suffusion on the outside before 
expansion. The perfume is distinct.— 
\V. T. 

Colchicum Bertoloni. —Under this name 
I have had for many years a small-flowered 
Meadow Saffron which is invariably the 
earliest to flower. It does not appear, 
however, to be Cl. Bertoloni, if Mr. J. G. 
Baker’s synopsis of the genus is to be 
taken as absolutely correct. It is a pale- 
coloured Meadow Saffron, with flowers 
almost white, and resembling those of the 
ordinary G. autumnale, but rather larger 
and of better substance, and at least a 
fortnight earlier. It cannot be compared 
in value with Cl. Bornmuelleri, C. specio- 
fium, and the other large-flowered Col- 
ehicums, but it is, at least, acceptable to 
those who like flowers of a bulbous char¬ 
acter as early in autumn as possible.— 
S. Ahnott. 

Pink Pelargoniums and Rain _I have 

several beds of Pelargoniums, and I notice 
that the pink varieties have stood the 
heavy rains better than any other sort. 
Best of all is the old Christine, easily the 
brightest after the heaviest shower. The 
reason for this, it seems to me, is that the 
petals are smaller and more compact than 
those of more popular sorts; also, the 
flowering-stems of Christine are strong 
and not easily swayed about. Where 
Pelargoniums are 'liked, these points 
should be borne in mind.—C. Turner. 

Colchicum autumnale majus. — A few 
years ago Mr. Hoog sent me some conns 
of a Meadow Saffron under the name of C. 
autumnale majus to see if it was identical 
with one I had under the name of C. vera- 
trifolium. It was not the same, however, 
but is a very beautiful Colchicum, which 
deserves to he cultivated by everyone 
interested in these useful autumn flowers. 
It has considerably larger flowers than C. 
autumnale, these being of a soft rose- 
purple. It comes into bloom here about 
the same time as C. Bornmuelleri and C. 
variegatum of gardens. C. autumnale 
majus is vastly superior to the common or 
typical form.— S. Aiinott. 

Poterium obtusum. —This recent intro¬ 
duction from Japan has been referred to 
before in these pages when affording its 
first Hush of bloom in June and early 
July. It is worth a further note now, 
since from the more established examples 
it is sending up a succession of its arch¬ 
ing flower-spikes that are more richly 
coloured than were those of early summer. 
Then they inclined to rose-pink, now they 
are more of a rich carmine and quite 
attractive. I have suggested that it 
would make for good effect if planted in 
partial shade, while its better colour now 
—the result of a cool time and much wet 
—would appear to lend support to the 
suggestion.—J. 

Artemisia lactiflora_ There are not 

many of the Wormwoods of much value; 
but an exception may be made in the case 
of A. lactiflora. which is at the present 
time (August 25th) rather attractive in 
the hardy flower borders. Bising to a 
height of 3 feet, the spikes are suggestive 
of those of a Spira'a, and in early autumn 
the plant, if a little coarse, is not unat¬ 
tractive.—W. McG. 


INDOOR PLANTS. 

TULIPS IN POTS. 

Like nil bulbous plants grown under glass, 
Tulips should be pitted as early in the 
autumn as possible; in fact, the early- 
flowering Van Thol varieties, that can be 
had in fair condition quite early in the 
year, are, perhaps, better for being pitted 
in August, when they can be obtained at 
that early date. In a trade place where 
a quantity of Dutch bulbs was grown 
pitting was commenced as soon ns they 
came to hand, which was generally the last 
week in August. Many amateurs appear 
to think that if bulbs intended for spring 
blooming in the greenhouse or dwelling are 
potted at any time before Christmas all 
will be well, but roots are not freely 
emitted at that time of year, when vegeta¬ 
tion is at rest, and the time for growth 
will arrive before the soil is fairly filled 
with roots, whereas they should be freely 
running round the pots before the leaves 
appear. This tardy potting does not en¬ 
able the Tulip to show its true form; the 
flower-stems will be short and the blooms 
undersized. The soil should be on the 
light side, but generous, for the Tulip likes 
good food, and in very poor soil will not 
show’ its true character. Loam with about 
a fifth of well-decoiniiosed manure that has 
been several times turned and sweetened 
w’ill promote root activity and luxuriant 
growth. Many growers of bulbous plants 
in pots cover them 3 Inches deep with 
ashes, which has the effect of keeping the 
soil in a uniform state of moisture with¬ 
out watering, and neutralises the tendency 
which the bulbs have to raise themselves 
above the soil when they commence to 
grow. This, however, is not absolutely 
necessary, but the pits should lie stood in 
some dark plaee until it is desired to bring 
them on into growth. In the case of Tulips 
to come in at the earliest possible date it 
is absolutely necessary that the pots be 
well filled with roots by the time that they 
are subjected to artificial warmth. In¬ 
differently-rooted bulbs can only produce 
flowers of poor quality, and an absence of 
propelling ptwer in the root delays pro¬ 
gress and exercises a dwarfing influence 
on the stems which diminishes their value, 
especially when the blooms are to be used 
for cutting. 

The grower for profit is so well aware 
of this that he usually boxes his bulbs and 
sets them much thicker than is generally 
done in private gardens. The boxes, being 
more shallow than pots, the soil becomes 
thickly packed with roots in a conqiara- 
tlvely short time, and boxes can be stood 
more closely tog*filler, which means an 
economy of space—always an important 
consideration with market men. Very 
little drainage is necessary when grown in 
this way, a few cinders or a little strawy 
manure being list'd. Tulips must never lie 
subjected to a brisk artificial temperature 
when started early. The change must be 
gradual. Putting them from cold storage 
into a temperature of <50 degs. at once will 
induce a weakly growth. For the first 
month from 43 degs. to 50 degs. should not 
be exceeded. Nothing is gained by giving 
them a big root-run. All bulbous plants 
bloom most strongly \vhen the soil becomes 
thoroughly matted with roots by the time 
the flower-stems push up. I never had 
such good specimens of Imperator 
Rubroruui, La Candeur, and Yellow 
Tournesol as when I put three bulbs into 
a 4) |iot. When they came into full growth 
I watered frequently with weak liquid 
manure, and this is what Tulips enjoy. 

Uvn.EET. 

Ordering plants from nurseries _It 

would he wall if those who are contemplat- 
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ing ordering plants from nurseries this 
autumn sent their instructions earlirr 
than usual. What with depleted staffs 
and uncertainty of transit, it behoves all 
to avoid risking anything in the way of 
frost with Hoses and fruit-trees. I send 
this reminder, and would suggest that a 
little forethought may help in the earlier 
dispatch of goods so that planting may he 
undertaken before the bad weather sets 
in. — L eahurst. 


ROOM AND WINDOW. 

TUFTED PANSY ARIEL IN THE 
HOUSE. 

Florists are apt to neglect old things 


handy for small (lowers. It is adorned 
with little figures of baby rabbits. W. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Earth for bowl culture. -In these days 
of high prices, when each i«'iiny saved is 
more than ever a iienny gained, it may be 
of some utility to growers of bull's in un- 
(1 rained bowls and [lots to know that it is 
not at all necessary to buy any of the mix¬ 
tures advertised by dealers for the pur- 
tKise. Every bit as' good results may he 
obtained by using nothing whatever but 
any ordinary light garden soil, or red or 
white sand. As far as our exiierienee goes 
it is, too, just ns easy, if not actually 
easier, to manage, and it certainly holds 
tile bulbs in position better when they have 


all right, and their lengthening adds con¬ 
siderably to their utility. Shade the 
flowers from burning sun, and cut them— 
more particularly if for winter use—be¬ 
fore they arc too much open. There are 
three varieties—maculata (rose-pink with 
large yellow centre). Mangles! (the same, 
hut with a deep crimson zone round the 
disc), and alba (white in the place of rose- 
pink).— Joseph Jacob in Gulden. . 

[ Well wnrth pro winy for the purpose, 
anil much neglected. This pear none of 
my Ithodanthe seeds, sown in open beds at 
the usual time, came up. — En.] 

Aspidistras in winter _These often 

sutler in winter through lack of attention 
in the matter of sponging the leaves, 
especially is this so in rooms where gas 



Tjiftcd Pansy Ariel in bronze hotel. 


and good ones for new. Ariel, a great 
favourite of mine, is often left out of the 
lists of Tufted Pansies, so I have, when I 
lose it through the heats In a southern 
garden, to go to Peter Grieve, of Edin¬ 
burgh, or Dobbie and Co. for It. I think it 
was raised by P. Grieve. Tried as edgings 
and carpeting in the flower garden, it was 
most successful under a sandstone block 
in a dry wall sup[>orting an earth bank, 
and in that spot 1 never saw any plant 
flower so well—close masses of bloom all 
through the summer. The stone above 
and below the roots kept off the heat and 
the worms that attack the Pansy In open 
ground. The bronze bowl is Chinese and 
has little holes In the cover, making it 
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put fortli their foliage and flowers. It is 
not generally known that when soil or 
sand Is the rooting medium, bulbs come 
somewhat earlier into bloom. There will 
lie as much as five or six days’ difl'erence 
under identically the same treatment.— 
The Garden. 

Rhodanthes for the house.— Nothing is 
more charming than Rhodanthes when 
freshly gathered in summer or when kept 
hung up in any room or closet out of the 
sun and used In winter. As far .as my 
exiierienee goes their cultivation seems to 
be simplicity itself. Sow thinly either in 
pots (if such are required) or in pans for 
euttiDg. Allow the plants to be a little 
“drawn.” The wiry stems will stand it 


is burnt regularly. Frequently, too, 
they are allowed to get dry, and a yellow¬ 
ing of the foliage follows. The happy 
medium in this connection should be aimed 
at, as, treated rightly, no plants are more 
useful for window mid table decoration.— 
Townsman. 

Forcing the winter Jaimine. —Forcing 
as applied to the winter Jasmine is per¬ 
haps scarcely the correct term to use, in¬ 
asmuch as with very little warmth these 
welcome yellow blossoms may be lured 
into beauty by Christmas. For this pur¬ 
pose young plants should be potted up 
and kept in a cool house for a time, being 
gradually brought under warmer condi¬ 
tions and given an abundance of water. 
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FRUIT. 


WHORTLEBERRIES. 

A NOTE in Gardening of September 15th 
reminds me that these, under the name of 
Blaeberries, are plentiful in certain dis¬ 
tricts of the Stewartry. This is especially 
the ease in the neighbourhood of Dal¬ 
beattie, where in the extensive Itichorn 
Woods — chiefly I’ine — the Blaeberry 
flourishes. There seems to be an affinity 
between the Pine and the Blaeberry 
(Vaeeinium Myrtillus), for where the 
trees in woods are hardwood the fruit 
does not seem to exist—at least, I cannot 
remember noticing it under such condi¬ 
tions. In this neighbourhood it is prac¬ 
tically unknown. There are a few 
stunted specimens, most likely imported, 
In the Camp Wood on St. Mary’s Isle 
estate, but I never saw fruit on them. 
V. Myrtillus bears a handsome berry with 
a delicate bloom when in perfection; but 
the berry is tender, and ferments when 
pulled if kept for any time. The 
berries make a most excellent preserve. 
Vaeeinium Vitis-idiea is also common in 
marshy places in the Dalbeattie district. 
This is the Cowberry, which has a dis¬ 
tinct, sharp flavour, and is of more use for 
tart-making than for eating in its natural 
state. The American Cranberry (V. 
macrocarpon) is larger and more prolific 
than our native variety, V. Oxycoccos,and 
might be planted on the margins of 
]>onds or in other moiijt situations. 
At one time it was grown in Sir Mark 
Stewart’s garden at Southwick, where it 
did well and bore abundantly, but I am 
unable tl> say whether it is still being 
grown there. W. McGuffoo. 

Rahnae. 

[ [ quite agree as to the non-existence of 
the Blaeberry in woods where the top 
growth is liardwooded trees. I well re¬ 
member a plantation where the trees were 
mostly hardwoods. In this the Blaeberry 
did not exist, while In a wood on the oppo¬ 
site side of the road, which consisted of 
Scotch Fir and Larch, the ground was 
covered with the Blaeberry, which bore 
freeiy.—I*. T.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Kirke's Plum.— It is not often that wo 
find a single variety jxisseased of the mani¬ 
fold good qualities of Kirke's Plum. It is 
a consistent bearer. It is a good, if nol 
excessively robust, grower. Individual 
fruits are of a useful size, while the deli¬ 
cate bloom upon the purple skin makes 
them attractive. Flavour is quite first- 
rate, and the flesh (yellow) is deep and 
juicy. The variety is a free-stone, a 
quality which, in itself, recommends it to 
many. During the ensuing planting sea¬ 
son lovers of this fruit ought to bear 
Kirke’s Plum In mind. In Scotland, of 
course, wall space is needed.—W. McG., 
Ilalmae. 

Apples in heavy soil. —Would any reader 
living in the northern suburbs of London 
give his experience of Apple growing in 
the heavy soil to be found in much of that 
area? My garden is heavy loam on day 
subsoil, but it is well drained. I find that 
such kinds as D’Arcy, Mother, Cox’s, 
Stunner, Brownlee’s Russet, and several 
others do not prop well. Allington Pippin 
bears well, but is wanting in flavour. 
Such kinds as Prince Albert, Bramley’s, 
Norfolk Beauty, and Byford Wonder do 
well. I wish to plant some good cropping, 
well-flavoured kinds, and should be grate¬ 
ful for the experience of any reader who 
has had to do with similar ccmditions.— 

E W£edby Go *gle 


GARDEN FOOD. 


NUTS AS FOOD. 

In some countries Nuts are a very im¬ 
portant article of food, as, for example, 
the Chestnut to the Italian peasant. This 
is most excellent when treated by the 
French and other good cooks. The 
Almond enters but little into English 
family use, except it be in the form of a 
sweetmeat, though a Nut of excellent 
quality. The Brazil Nut, unless cooked 
in some way, is less wholesome than some 
others, but the Sapucaia Nut, which is 
somewhat like it, is a Nut of good and 
delicate flavour. The Cocoa-nut is begin¬ 
ning to be largely used in cookery, and 
the Walnut, in addition to the old use, is 
largely introduced now in its shelled form 
from Turkey, In which it is more readily 
available. • 

Mr.’ Oldfield, of St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, writes as follows :— 

The usual thought which Is con¬ 
nected with Nuts Is tlie unpleasant 
idea of indigestion. Nuts are looked , 
upon rather in the light of tlie happy 
amusement of children than as a 
serious food for those who are grown 
up. 

The second reason why Nuts cause 
indigestion is because they are eaten 
mixed up with foods which require 
very different periods of digestion. 

In most cases Nuts should he eaten 
with bread and dried fruit, and this, 
we believe, would constitute one of the 
healthiest ns well ns one of the sim¬ 
plest daily meals in the middle of the 
day which could be chosen. Great 
care should be taken, if tbe Nuts are 
used whole, to chew them very 
thoroughly. If loss of teetli or any 
other reason interferes with this they 
should be grated finely, and for IK'oplo 
somewhat advanced in years or of 
delicate digestion all the Ntlts men¬ 
tioned above, with the exception of tbe 
Walnuts, should be soaked in boiling 
milk for half-an-hour before use. 

Tiie following notes describe the more 
inqiortant Nuts used as food, and which 
may be bought in tbe great markets, as 
those of London. 

The Brazil Nut Is readily known l>y 
its hard, rough, deep brown shell. The 
hard fruits which fall to the ground are 
broken in the forests l y I be Indians in 
Brazil, and the kernels, broken in a 
similar way, are subjected to pressure, 
when they yield an oil greatly esteemed 
there by the natives. A good Brazilian 
Nut is so charged with oil that it will keep 
alight for a considerable time. 

Tiie Filbert (Corylus Avellana) com¬ 
prises the Hazel and all the European 
forms of the Cob Nut and Filbert. Good 
cultivation is essential to got crops of fine 
Nuts, and if the land is poor manure it 
freely. Something also depends uixm tlie 
pruning—so far, at least, as keeping tlie 
branches thin enough to let in air and sun¬ 
shine. 

The Cocoa-nut. —Tlie reason why it Is 
so widely distributed is because the ripe 
fruits fall on the beach and are carried 
away by the waves to other shores. The 
kernel is an important article of food, and 
the sweet fluid inside is used as milk. 

Monkey Nut (Arnolds liypogien).—This 
is readily known by ils pale-yellowish 
wrinkled pod, which contains two brownish 
seeds. It is a tropical Nut, being native 
of West Africa and tlie West Indies, but 
is cultivated in many warm climates. 

Pecan Nut.— The tree from whicli this 
Nut comes Is a very fine one, and. is a 


species of Hickory. It is my favourite 
Nut. There are good varieties with thin 
shells Of late, owing to tlie war, it has 
not come much to our markets, but it is 
certain to arrive in normal days. 

Sapucaia Nut. —Just as the Pecan, the 
best Nut to eat of the northern wood, 
goes out of use, a good supply of au 
excellent tropical Nut, the Sapucaia, comes 
into our market, and not always in a fair 
state. It is gathered from a wild tree, 
by tlie natives. The tree is tall, with 
fine foliage, and grows freely in tlie 
Brazilian forests, and the fruit suffers 
from not being gathered In its best state. 

The Almond.— There are two kinds, the 
sweet and the hitter, the latter a variety, 
and we need scarcely mention that it is the 
former we use. The Jordan Almond is 
one of my favourite Nuts, often offered in a 
salted state, but much better eaten with¬ 
out addition. 

The Leechee is one of the rarer market 
Nuts, and is a native of China. Many 
varieties occur; (he shell firm, very 
brittle, and of a reddish-chestnut colour, 
til China the fruits are much liked, aud 
used both fresh and preserved. 

Pistachio Nut is said to have been ori¬ 
ginally a native of Western Asia, whence 
it was introduced to Italy at an early 
period, and is now cultivated there as well 
as in Sicily and the South of France. 
The fruit is about the size of an Olive, 
and somewhat like it in appearance, 
mostly about 1 inch long, and of a red¬ 
dish or crimson colour. The outside 
pulp is very thin, and within it is a Nut 
which encloses a greenish-blue kernel, 
which, when fresh, has a sweet flavour. 
The seeds are eagerly consumed in Greece, 
Turkey, as well as in the Soutli of Europe, 
either in the raw or dried state. 

The Chestnut is the noblest tree of 
Europe, the Nuts excellent food, and should 
come into every household in winter. Tlie 
Italian is usually thought the best, though 
Spanish and French Nuts are also good. In 
tlie smith of England the Chestnut fre¬ 
quently ripens its fruits, but they are 
ratlipr small, and Itie boys and squirrels 
get them. In warm and stony districts il 
might be well to grow some of the good 
hardy varieties known in France, as ill 
our country tlie tree is hardy and fertile 
over a large area. 

The Walnut.— Much of our southern 
country is quite well suited to the cultiva¬ 
tion of tlie Walnut, and it would be well, 
in view of the great number of kinds 
grown abroad, if someone could tell us, 
which are the.most likely to be cultivated 
with success in our country—that is, the 
best fruiting and hardiest kinds. In the 
parts of our country where tlie Walnut 
thrives it would repay planters to look 
more into what is done in France with 
this valuable Nut. Not only for the value 
of the timber or for its fruit, but for its 
beauty, is this one of the best of trees. 

Walnuts should be tested for ripeness in 
the autumn, and if it is.found that the 
green husk parts freely from the shell, 
then the Ntfts are ready for gathering. 
The easiest way is to get long sticks, and 
from high steps or ladders beat the trees 
over, as the rijiest Nats will quickly fall. 
Collect them and put them into a heap for 
two or three days, when the husks will 
fall away. The Nuts should then be put 
into a sack, about half a bushel at a time. 
Tlie sack should be held by the mouth 
and bottom by two persons .who should 
shake the Nuts backward and forward to 
clean them. Pack the Nuts into large 
jars, sprinkling a little salt among them, 
and tie down, stunning in a cool, dry 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

A ,VINE FOIi COLOUR. 

I have planted all I could hear of with 
any colour, and had very good effects from 
them in normal seasons. In this most 
dismal of summers the Vines have 
flourished, and though late in colouring 
are as good as usual. As the Virginian 
Creepers are now Vines in the hooks, 
their fine show is added to that of the true 
Vines, and among all the series there is 
much brilliant colour. The great forms 
of the true Vine, called Tenturier in 
France are as good as any Vine I have 
tried, but of all the Vines known so far 
the noblest in form, growth, and colour is 
V. Ooignetim, first grown in the Knaphill 
Nursery under the name of Thunbergi, 


muuicated the following particulars 
“ Prostrnntliera lasianthos, as you know, 
is a very desirable flowering shrub, and ' 
not so well known as it deserves to be, It 
may not be hardy in every district in Ire- ! 
land, but it has stood out untouched here 
for several years, and it was uninjured 
last cold winter and spring, so it ought to 
do in many parts in these islands. I got 
it about ten years ago, and at first put it 
against a wall, but finding it hardier than 
I expected I planted it out in the open 
under shelter of some large Laurels, which, 
as it grew', were gradually all cut away, 
so that now' it stands clear, though in a* 
sheltered iiosition. It is evergreen, with 
sweet-smelling leaves; the flowers in 
panicles composed of many white blos¬ 
soms, each a third of an inch or more 


by others as a variety of C. alnifolia, is C. 
tomentosa, characterised by a greater 
amount of wool on its different liarts and 
its larger and purer white flowers, but par¬ 
ticularly in their being borne a month or 
so later. It is also a native of North 
America. Other species are C. acuminata 
from N. America, and C. canescens from 
China and Japan.—K. It. W. 

The Cherry Plum.— I’runus cerasifera, 
the Cherry Plum or Myrobalan Plum of 
this country, js fruiting well this year, and 
not a few' iieople are wondering if the fruit 
is good to eat. They have only to taste a 
ripe one to discover that it is most palat¬ 
able. It is smooth, perfectly round, about 
an inch in diameter, shining crimson when 
ripe, and the flesh is yellow, juicy, sweet, 
with a very slight acidity. In Continental 



Nme. Coignet’s Vine on terrace wall. 


now found to belong to another and 
smaller Vine. Some doubt lias been felt 
as to tills plant coming true from seed, 
but all my plants are from seed, and never 
fail to show fine colour grown in various 
positions in half shade and sun. W. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Prostranthera lasianthos.— This beauti¬ 
ful flowering shrub is a member of tlie Nat. 
Ord. Labiatie, and conies from Australia. 
That it is fairly hardy is proved by the 
fact that it came safely through the late 
severe winter and spring at Rostrevor 
House, Co. Down, where Sir John Ross 
of liladensburg grows so many plants 
successfully, but, nevertheless, lost a num¬ 
ber during the winter and spring. In July 
the line specimen at Rostrevor was a mass 
of flowers. Sir Johivftwss has kind It’ com- 



aeross, with purple throat. It blooms in i 
July, and is very free-flowering; in fact, it 
is a sheet of bloom. It now stands about 
11 feet high, some it feet through, and the 
butt at the ground is some ">j inches in 
diameter .—Irish Gardening. 

Clethrae. The Clethrns form a very 
interesting class of shrubs valuable in that 
they bloom towards the end of August and 
in September. Of the hardy kinds, per- 
linps, the best known is tile Sweet Pepper 
P.ush of North America (Clethra alnifolia), 
an upright-growing shrub, the young 
shoots and flower-stems hoary. The small, 
w-hite, fragrant blossoms are borne in 
slender racemes. There is a variety 
(paniculata) whose flowers are disjiosed in 
terminal panicles, and it is, therefore, 
when in bloom, more showy than the type. 
By some regarded as a distinct species and 


I countries the Myrobalan Plum is largely 
cultivated for its fruits, which are made 
into jam, jolly, and used for tarts; but 
here the tree is grown only for its flowers, 
which are numerous, white, and each 
about an inch across, or it is used as a 
hedge. The tree forms a large, round 
head, and grows to about 30 feet in height. 
The purple-leaved Plum, known as Prunus 
Pissardi, is a variety (atropurpurea) of 
the Myrobalan. There is also' a yellow- 
fruited variety.— Field. 

Vitis inconstans failing. —Can any 

reader tell me why the above climber par¬ 
tially fails? After attaining a certain 
height ,up the house it dies off in whole 
patches, often several feet in height and 
in width. It seems to start off again with 
renewed vigour] but this proceeding is 
very disappointing, particularly when one 
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wants to cover quickly tie hideous work of 
the modern builder. In this ease the walls 
are faced with a whitish cement plaster. 
1 have a theory that the tentacles of the 
Vitis after a time fail to extract any mois¬ 
ture from the cement they cling to. The 
complaint is fairly general about he re.— 
W. I)., Sexhill. 

Hydrangea paniculata _Early autumn 

again brings the fine display of Hydrangea 
paniculata, which adds much to the 
interest of parly September. There are 
here specimens of great size, and which 
bloom freely every year with but little 
attention, save an annual top-dressing and 
the removal of the exhausted flower 
trusses and spindly wood. Apart from their 
value out-of-doors, H. paniculata and H. 
p. grandiflora are useful for the green¬ 
house in a small state. Cuttings root 
readily, and soon form useful pieces.— 
W. McG. 


BEES. 


WINTER IN A HIVE. 

Ir is always a matter of great surprise and 
wonder to people who know' little or 
nothing of bees to be told that the dura¬ 
tion of the life of a worker bee varies from 
six or seven months to six weeks, and that 
of a drone, if the hive he normal, four 
months or so. The worker bee, which is 
an infertile or not fully-developed female, 
lives a longer or shorter life, according to 
the time of the year in which she is born. 
If boru in the spring she lives about eight, 
weeks, but as tire honey-flow increases, 
with its need of further and more exacting 
labour, the later-born worker does not sur¬ 
vive beyond six weeks at most. The 
worker bee, hatched out in very kite sum¬ 
mer or in autumn, will live through tire 
winter until the spring, when she com¬ 
mences, but only commences, the work of 
gathering nectar for the honey store of the 
hive. Later generations of bees take up 
the unfinished task, and in due course 
sacrifice themselves on the altar of labour. 
The age of the worker bee is reckoned not 
by the number of months, or weeks, or 
days, hut by the amount of work she is 
called upon to do. Consequently, in ordi¬ 
nary conditions of strength of stock, 
warmth, and dryness of hive during the 
winter, when bees lie in their quiet cluster, 
tlie later-hatclied ones will live their live 
or six months and still show sufficient 
vigorous vitality in the spring to make a 
strong start of quite a month in honey- 
storing, etc. 

During winter, as the temperature out¬ 
side decreases, so does the inactivity in¬ 
side increase. IJut at intervals, which the 
degree of cold controls, the hibernating 
bees appear to rouse themselves to action 
and movement fertile pur|>oseof replenish¬ 
ing their own honey-sacs for private con¬ 
sumption. Then the cluster reforms and 
the whbie colony, every member of which 
has moved its position, resigns itself once 
more to total rest and unbroken silence. 
Should tile external cold cause the tem¬ 
perature to sink below flu degs. at the 
centre of a good cluster the bees raise the 
warmth of the hive by that peculiar action 
of expanding and contracting their abdo¬ 
mens, which is so noticeable in summer 
when bees alight after a journey home. 
If this be insufficient they proceed to beat 
or flap their wings, producing the familiar 
“ hum,” thus causing more rapid breath¬ 
ing and more consumption of honey from 
their sacs. In this way heat is caused and 
the right temperature restored. This slight 
description of the winter movements in¬ 
side a hive emphasises the need of careful 
ventilation, a supply of fresh air to the 
clustering bees being vital. 13. R. 11. 

Digitized by Got >gle 


THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In m,uoM SstTKMBEn 25 th. -Magnolia gran- 
di flora, Ceanothiis (in variety), lluddlcias 
(ill variety), hardy Fuchsias (in variety), 
Syartiutn jimeeum, Rhus (in variety), 
Escallonias (in variety), Utwisya ternata, 
Peitentilla art)area. Genista tinctoria, Q. 
humifusa, shrubby Veronicas (in variety), 
Bpirtna von / us a, Clerodend ran tricboio- 
mum. Polygonum baldsvhuunicum. Cle¬ 
matis (many species and varieties), Indi- 
yofera floribunda, Roses (in variety), 
Cistus (in variety), AUha'as (in variety), 
Hypericums, Ericas (in variety), Menzic- 
sins. Vassinia ftilvida, Rnmnryas, Cary- 
0pteris mastaratithus, Tropnolum speciu- 
sum, T. tuberosum, Michaelmas Daisies 
(many species and varieties), Trilomas 
(in variety). Lobelia cardindlis (in 
variety). Hyacinthus candicans, Gladiolus 
(in variety), Afontlirctias (in variety), Col- 
ehietiins (rose and white). Crocus spe- 
ewsus. Cyclamen hedenrfoliu ill, Atidro- 
saees (in variety), alpine Veronicas, 
Acabiosas (in variety). Tunica Saxifraya, 
Pentstemon licterophyllus, Hutchinsia 
alpina, Parochetus com munis, JEthio- 
ncmas (in variety), IAthospermums, alpine 
Phloxes (in variety), Haxifraga (lizoides 
atronilieus, Meseinbryaiithemums (in 
variety), Sedttm spectabile (in variety), 
Antirrhinum Asarina, Rtachys corsicu, 
Dry as oclopelala, Silene Rchafla, (‘envoi 
ruins mauritanieus, Aeliillras, Pnlentillas 
(in variety). Anthemis lineU&ia, Raiiwnilia 
py renal va, JAnarias. Him ulus (in ruriely), 
Anchiisa myosotidi flora, Oxnlis flori¬ 
bunda, Sagina glabra, Gypsopliilas, Fran- 
eons (in variety), Cimirifuga simplex, 
Amelia eehioides. Plumbago Larpenta', 
flenecio taiignticus, 8. Veitehianus, Pam¬ 
pas Grasses, Lysiniachias, Epilobiums, 
Nympluras (in variety). Coreopsis grandi¬ 
flora. Marina loiiyifolia, Astilbcs (in 
ruriely), llemerocallis (in variety), Rud- 
beclcias, .Enotlirras (ill variety), Phyge- 
liits capensis. Thalietrum Delarayi, Ver¬ 
bena venosa, Cannes (in variety). Antir¬ 
rhinums, Pcntstenious (in variety)'. East 
Lothian Modes, Tufted Pansies (in 
variety), dwarf Campanulas (in variety ), 
Larateras, Acanthus Candelabrum, Tlele- 
iiiiiin pumilum, Hctianthiis (in variety), 
Eriyerons (in variety), Lilium Jle.nryl, L. 
tiyrinum Fort line i. Belladonna Lilies. 
Ayapanthus umbellatns, Raleias (in 
variety), Meeonopsis eainbrica. Valerian, 
Genius (in variety), Reyeta Mussini. 

Thu week’s woek. —Herbaceous borders 
need frequent attention to clear away all 
dead flower-stems, removing any stakes 
which are no longer needed and all 
annuals which have finished flowering. 
Mark the positions of all bulbous plants, 
so that when the border receives its an¬ 
nual dressing, these dormant bulbs and 
conns may escape injury. Do not delay 
this until the location of such plants can¬ 
not be determined. Anrhusa italica, one 
of the most effective of hardy plants, may 
lie had in bloom from early summer until 
late in autumn by propagating a few 
ilants annually. The old plants need 
ifting every two or three years, and at 
such times plenty of young plants may he 
propagated. It is not unusual to see 
seedlings springing up around the old 
plants, but they cannot lie relied upon to 
come true to type, therefore, to per¬ 
petuate a good variety, such as the Drop- 
more variety, it is best to divide the old 
plants. In very severe winters many 
plants are killed, and for this reason it is 
well when dividing the roots to pot some 
of the small pieces and winter them in a 
cold frame, planting them out in the 
spring. Those left in the open may bo 
protected by placing ashes around them. 
Plants raised from seed sown in the 
spring must lie wintered in cold frames, 
plunging the pots in ashes. 

The layers of Carnations are now well- 
rooted, and have been potted up into 
4-inch pots, using a good compost and 
making it very firm. The pots will be 


plunged to the rims in coal-ashes in a 
frame and the lights only placed on them 
when it rains. The early-flowering Chrys¬ 
anthemums are now in full bloom, and 
later varieties promise well. When the 
flowers are grown especially for cutting, 
some protection should he afforded them. 
If grouped together, a temporary frame¬ 
work may easily he erected over them aiid 
covered with mats or dressed canvas 
covers. The plants can lie moved when 
in flower. After moving they should not 
at first be exposed to bright sunshine, and 
they must never lie allowed to suffer from 
lack of water. The work of lilting and 
replanting young shrubs should lie pro¬ 
ceeded with as soon as circumstances per¬ 
mit. Early transplanting is greatly to 
he recommended, especially in the case of 
evergreen species. The use of manure in 
the soil is not advisable, and any addition 
to the rooting medium should be such as 
will favour the formation of roots rather 
than leaves. It is inadvisable, as a rule, 
when lifting plants to prune them, but all 
long, coarse roots should lie shortened 
witli a sharp knife. When plantiug, do 
so firmly, and allow ample room for cacli 
plant to fully develop. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hull Gardens. Onndle, orthauls. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Fruit-gathering. —This must now have 
attention. The great tiling to avoid is 
gathering before the fruit is ripe enough, 
which fact can be readily ascertained by 
raising a fruit or so of any variety about 
which there may lie a doubt in an upward 
direction, when, if they part readily at the 
stalk, they may be gathered. These re¬ 
marks are applicable to Apples aud Pears, 
and the later the varieties the more care¬ 
fully should this rule lie observed. Many 
a lot of late-keeping Apples and Pears has 
been spoilt through being gathered too 
soon. Careful handling- should be given 
due consideration, both in the gathering 
and subsequent laying out of the fruit on 
the shelves in the fruit-room or wherever 
it is to lie stored, as bruising and rough 
usage not only detract from the appear¬ 
ance of dessert varieties of Apples aud 
Pears, hut affect the keeping of all. 
Pears should not, if it can be avoided, be 
laid out more than one layer in thickness 
on the shelves, and if there is any differ¬ 
ence in the temperature of the store they 
should he given the warmest end— i.e., 
where Apples and Pears are stored in the 
same budding. Apples may, if necessary, 
ho laid out several layers thick, as these 
can ho thinned later when the earlier 
varieties have been used. Late-keeping 
choice kinds of Pears should, if tomtits 
are troublesome, lie netted over. Tlie 
nets will not only afford the required pro¬ 
tection, hut ward oil' frost also, should 
such, occur before gathering takes place. 

American blight.- —Trees affected with 
this post should now be looked to and all 
parts infested with the insects painted 
over with Gishurst compound, which is a 
much safer remedy than paraffin at this 
time of year. 

Top-dressing.— Where a renewal of the 
upper stratum of soil in regard to wall- 
trained fruit-trees and those growing in 
the open has become necessary, tlie work 
may lie undertaken as soon as the crops 
have been gathered, The requisite ingre¬ 
dients for this are ltjain, lime-rubbish, 
bone-meal, and some burnt soil or the 
residue from the burning of garden rub¬ 
bish. The loam should lie of a substantial 
nature, and, if not too plentiful, it may 
be made to go further if loam in which 
Melons and Cucumbers have been grown, 
odd scraps of old turf left over from the 
repairing or alteration of lawns last 
spring, and the turf sidings from w alks and 
drives and roadways ale added to it. Tf 
lime-rubbish is not obtainable, fresh- 
slaked lime in a less proportion may lie 
used in lieu of it. The whole of the in- 
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gradients should lie thoroughly mixed, and, 
it' it cannot bo placed under cover, thrown 
into a ridge-shaped heap and covered with 
a tarpaulin. Do this a week or so before 
it is required to allow of slight fermenta¬ 
tion taking place. 

Planting. —Although this cannot yet be 
done, notes of requirements in the shape 
of new trees for the filling of vacancies oc¬ 
casioned by death or which will arise in 
consequence of having to grub worn-out 
specimens, varieties unsuitable to the 
locality, or from a desire to replace in¬ 
ferior kinds with those of higher quality, 
may be taken, and the order placed 
with a fruit-tree nurseryman. In carry¬ 
ing out work of this description make a 
change, if possible—that is to say, do not 
plant a Peur where a Pear has been 
grubbed, but put in a Plum or Apple in¬ 
stead, and so on. This is in reference to 
trees in the open garden or orchard. 
With regard to wall trees, it is not always 
possible to do this, and the best thing then 
is to take out the whole of the soil and 
put in new- of a description best suited to 
the needs of the case. When grubbing 
trees, care should he taken to remove the 
whole of the roots of the tree being de¬ 
stroyed, as if any are left behind, parti¬ 
cularly those of any size, there is always 
a risk of fungus being bred, which would 
he liable in due course to attack the roots 
of the newly-planted trees, and bring 
about disaster. Where it can lie done, the 
holes are best opened in good time, and 
if it can be spared fresh soil provided for 
placing over the roots of the new trees 
when planting-time arrives. 

Violets. —These should he lifted and 
planted without delay in frames and pits 
for supplying blooms during the winter 
and spring. Lift with a good hall of soil 
attached to the roots, and after planting 
give a thorough soaking of water. There 
will be no need to use the lights for the 
present, or until cold weather sets in. 
The varieties La France and Princess of 
Wales succeed well in skeleton or rough 
frames, such as are used for hardening off 
bedding stuff, if frames cannot tip afforded. 
The two sorts just named and Czar will 
now he yielding a good quantity of blooms, 
which are always acceptable. 

Indian Azaleas _It is not wise to allow 

these to remain outdoors any longer. 
They should accordingly he picked over, 
the pots washed, and housed in a cold 
greenhouse. If infested with thrips, dip 
or syringe the plants with an insecticide 
before taking them in or vaporise them as 
soon as they are housed. 

Chrysanthemums. —The early-flowering 
varieties in pots, many of which are now 
coming into bloom, should he taken under 
cover, and may lie employed either with 
other plants to make a display in-the con¬ 
servatory or greenhouse or used alone for 
that purpose. 

Bedding Calceolarias. —The end of the 

resent or the first week in October is the 
est time to propagate these. If any 
quantity of plants is needed, the best place 
for the cuttings is a cold frame, which will 
answer much better than boxes. 

Mushrooms. —If the spawn lias run well 
and Mushrooms are appearing on reeently- 
made-up beds the covering material 
should he taken off, as they grow and de¬ 
velop more quickly and cleanly without it. 
If the soil is found to be dry, moisten it 
with tepid water applied with a fine-rosed 
water-pot, but give no more than will do 
this, otherwise the spawn will he killed, 
and the bed prove a failure. Another bed 
should now be made up if a regular supply 
is .wished for. The bed should bo made 
rather deeper than was the case with the 
previous one, as colder weather w ill most 
probably prevail by the time Mushrooms 
appear. A good quantity of material 
should be got together and prepared ready 
for the making of a large bed to supply 
Mushrooms in abundance for the Christ¬ 
mas season. To enable it to retain its 
heat, for a long time this bed should not 
be less than 18 inches in depth. An 
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ample quantity of loam should be placed 
under cover for easing the beds with dur¬ 
ing the late autumn and winter. 

Late Peas. —These must he protected 
from the ravages of birds. Nets which 
are hardly worth saving for the covering 
of fruit-trees another season come in very 
well for this purpose. Late Peas are look¬ 
ing well, on the whole, and, given suitable 
weather, the supply will continue until 
late in the autumn. Some fine rows have 
been noticed of late in allotment gardens. 

All root crops, as Beet, Carrots, etc., 
which have reached maturity should be 
lifted, and either clamped or stored. 
This will prevent the roots from deteri¬ 
orating, as would be the ease if left in the 
ground any longer, and at the same time 
they can he drawn upon to supply present 
needs and so avoid using roots which are 
not yet fully grown. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Gathering fruit. —The gathering of 
Apples and Pears now requires almost 
constant attention. The mistake is often 
made in gathering fruit indiscriminately, 
thus stripping whole orchards or batches 
of trees at one time regardless of variety 
and condition. It wul well repay the 
grower for any little inconvenience he may 
suffer at present if he gives extra care in 
regard to gathering late-keeping Apples 
and Pears at the right time, and not be¬ 
fore. Fruit gathered too soon never takes 
on the colour and flavour as does that left 
long enough on the trees. The tree, too, 
suffers, as the fruits have to be dragged 
off, pulling leaves and often young growths 
with them. A constant watch is neces¬ 
sary at this time of year, for Apples and 
Pears change quickly; in fact, some varie¬ 
ties, notably the heavier ones, will pay for 
going over twice, the outside and topmost 
fruits being ready first for gathering. In 
storing, care must be taken to reject all 
damaged or decayed fruits, or the rot will 
quickly spread. It is better to store quan¬ 
tities of late Apples rather thickly together 
for the first few months, as it tends to 
keep them more plump than when laid out 
singly on dry shelves. An exceptionally 
dry place is not an advantage ; at the same 
time, moisture must not be allowed to col¬ 
lect in nor frost enter the fruit room. 
Pears, unlike Apples, should be stored 
singly on shelves. Thev arc more liable 
to decay, and should be kept cool but pro¬ 
tected from draughts. 

Figs. —Sun is needed to ripen the fruits. 
The trees have made a considerable 
amount of growth, and care is necessary 
to see that the shoots are thinly trained, 
in order that they may he exposed to all 
the sunshine possible. It will need every 
care to get the lately-formed shoots suffi¬ 
ciently well-ripened to withstand winter 
frosts. Fig-trees growing in situations 
where the roots are allow ed to extend into 
rich soil are seldom satisfactory. In such 
cases steps should now he taken to re¬ 
strain the rooting space. Trees may 
often lie seen bearing satisfactory crops 
every season, while their roots are con¬ 
fined to very small borders close to a 
hard path or roadway. Such trees make 
hut little growth, but this is short-jointed 
and it matures well. If the roots of a 
Fig-tree extend into rich soil, such as that 
which has been manured for vegetables, a 
trench should he taken out 3 feet from 
the wall on which the tree is trained, and 
to the depth of the drainage material. 
All strong roots that are found crossing 
the trench should be cut off. The best 
thing to do afterwards is to build a wall 
to prevent the roots entering the veget¬ 
able garden. A wall, however, may not 
always he practicable, in which case the 
trench should lie filled with clinkers, 
brick-hats, or chalk, ramming these 
materials thoroughly firm as the work pro¬ 
ceeds. After such treatment the trees 
will probably make hut little growth in 
the following season, hut it will be of such 
a character as tends to fruitfulness. 


Freesias. —As soon as these plants start 
into growth the covering material must bo 
removed or the growths will become weak¬ 
ened. Expose them to all the light and 
air possible to ensure a sturdy growth, 
and when the cooler weather sets in re- 
rnuve them to a shelf in a light, well-ven¬ 
tilated house. Watering must lie done 
with great care, for Freesias are very im¬ 
patient of over-watering, rarely succeed¬ 
ing well if this happens. As support be¬ 
comes necessary, provide neat stakes. 
The plants require to Ire kept growing 
steadily, but at no time must they be sub¬ 
jected to excessive heat. An atmospheric 
temperature of 50 degs. to 55 (legs, is 
quite sufficient during the winter. 

Hippeastrums _When the bulbs have 

liecorne thoroughly matured they should 
be stored away in a cool greenhouse into 
which frost cannot enter. They may re¬ 
main in this position during tlie winter, 
but it will Ire necessary to examine tnem 
at intervals, affording sufficient water to 
prevent the bulbs shrivelling. Seedlings 
should be examined carefully with a view 
to repotting those likely to require more 
root-room before the new year. These re¬ 
quire a rather moist, warm, atmosphere, 
but not sufficient to induce much root- 
action or top-growth during winter. Ven¬ 
tilation must be afforded, but do not let 
cold draughts reach the seedlings. 

Cabbage. —The latest plantings of these 
should be made without delay on land 
which has been heavily manured and well 
prepared, choosing an exposed site, if pos¬ 
sible. Plant them in rows 2 feet apart, 
and allow a space of 12 inches from plant 
to plant. Insert the plants well up to the 
heart, and make them very firm. Plants 
which were put out earlier should he ex¬ 
amined, and any vacancies made good. 
Frequently stir the surface-soil with tho 
draw-hoe, both to stimulate growth and 
destroy weeds. A few surplus plants 
from the seed bed should be pricked into 
small beds where protection can he 
afforded in severe weather. These will he 
valuable for filling vacancies in the early 
spring. 

Spinach. —The plants of the second 
sowing are ready for thinning, an opera¬ 
tion that must lie done before the plants 
become crowded and drawn. Overcrowd¬ 
ing is liable to cause mildew, especially in 
low-lying districts. A distance of 3 inches 
should be allowed between the plants in 
the row. In order to promote the growth 
of large, healthy leaves give frequent light 
dustings of soot and hoe the ground be¬ 
tween the rows as often as possible. The 
largest leaves should be gathered from the 
early-sown plants, whether required for 
use or not, to encourage the growth of 
young, fresh leaves. Old leaves that 
have lost their deep green colour are of no 
value whatever. One more sowing may 
be made on a south border. 

Peas sown in Juno and now swelling 
their pods are afforded supplies of liquid- 
manure from the farmyard once a week 
to hasten their development. Where 
liquid-manure is not available the ground 
about the plants should lie dusted freely 
with guano or some artificial manure, fol¬ 
lowing this with on application of clear 
water, which should he allowed to remain 
in the sunshine some time beforehand. 
When the latest Peas have set a few pods 
on each plant the tops may he pinched 
out with advantage. If the plants are 
growing through the sides of the rows of 
sticks additional supports should he given 
to keep them in an upright position and 
to allow the free passage of air between 
the rows. From sowings made here early 
in June we are gathering good pods every 
day. 

Onions. —All Onions are now in the 
store, and advantage will lie taken of wet 
days to clean and rope them. This is the 
liest way of preserving them in good con¬ 
dition until next spring. The bulbs are 
kept distinct as regards the varieties, and 
roped according to size. Any bulbs which 
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appear unlikely to keep well, especially 
those with thick necks, are put on one 
side for immediate use. After roping, 
they will be sus]>ended in a cool shed. 

Parsley should not be allowed to be¬ 
come overgrown or the leaves will lose 
their colour. If the foliage is cut down 
now and a good watering given, if the' 
weather is dry, tils new growth null be of 
a much better quality, and the plants will 
withstand the winter better than if left 
uncut. 

Herbs _If a supply of green herbs is 

required in the winter, provision should 
now lie made for same. The best plan is 
to set apart for them a portion of a pit 
where fire-heat can ho applied during 
severe weather. Mint, having been cut 
down a month ago in preparation for forc¬ 
ing, may now be taken up carefully, shak¬ 
ing all the soil from the roots. The roots 
should then lie placed in a layer of fine 
soil over a very mild hotbed of leaves. 
When the roots are in position cover to a 
depth of 2 inches with finely-sifted leaf- 
soil, and give a good watering with clear 
water, applied at a temperature of 
70 degs., to wash the soil well in among 
the roots. Young shoots will soon begin 
to push forth, when sufficient air should 
lie given to prevent them becoming drawn. 
Tarragon may be grown in the same pit. 
The plants should be cut over and placed 
in position without delay. This herb 
forces very easily, artel a continuous supply 
can be easily maintained by placing a few 
clumps in moderate heat from time to 
time. Chives, if placed on a gentle hot¬ 
bed, will soon make fresh growth and con¬ 
tinue to do so for some time, and further 
hatches of roots may be placed in the bed 
as required throughout the winter. Sweet 
Basil requires rather, more heat, and 
should be grown in pots placed on a shelf 
near the glass in an atmospheric tempera¬ 
ture of 65 degs. Chervil may l>e sown in 
a cold pit for furnishing a supplv through¬ 
out the winter. F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Cabbages _In the course of the week 

the first planting of Cabbages for spring 
cutting was made. Usually this crop fol¬ 
lows Onions, hut this season it has not 
been possible to allot that quarter to 
them. The plants have gone out on soil 
formerly occupied by early Potatoes, and 
which, after the crop was lifted, was 
allowed to lie lallow. The quarter was 
from time to time hoed in order to keep 
weeds down, but no manuring or digging 
was done. The soil, being very firm, hav¬ 
ing a good exposure, and in excellent 
heart, is well adapted for the purpose to 
which it has been put. In planting, drills 
4 inches in depth were drawn with the 
edge of the hoe, and in these the plants 
were set out. Small varieties, like 
Kllnm’s, were given 1 foot between the 
drills, with the same distance from plant 
to plant. Larger kinds, like Enfield 
Market, were allowed 15 inches each way. 
This may be considered close planting, 
hut casualties during winter must be 
allowed for, and should the season he 
mild, alternate plants can bo pulled in 
spring. As growth progresses, the soil 
drawn out by the hoe will be gradually 
returned, until eventually the stem will 
be completely covered, the bottom leaves 
touching the ground. In this way there 
is less risk of the plants being killed in 
the event of a severe winter. Some little 
attention may he needed in the way of 
watering until the plants are established, 
and dusting them occasionally with soot 
to keep slugs from doing injury. 

Potato lifting and storing _As is the 

case in most places, more Potatoes than 
usual have been grown this season, and 
the work of lifting and storing is, there¬ 
fore, heavier than usual. The season has, 
so far as it has gone, been entirely in 
favour of the Potato grower—in this par¬ 
ticular district, at all events. Quality 
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and quantity are alike superior, and there 
is a gratifying absence of disease and 
blight, so far as early, midsenson, and 
maincrop varieties are concerned; while a 
close inspection of the latest varieties is 
equally encouraging. Lifting is, of course, 
only done on perfectly dry days and when 
there is a fair amount of sunshine. A 
good breadth is lifted in the forenoon, 
allowed to lie till about 4 p.m., by which 
time the tubers are perfectly dry, and 
tl^en removed to the storehouse. Opinions 
differ as to the best method of storing 
Potatoes, hut I think storing in a cool and 
frost-proof building is the best way of all. 
Clamping, or pitting, is all very well, hut 
when that course is followed there can be 
no regular inspection of the t ulcers, such 
as may lie made when they are stored in 
a building; and inspection is important in 
order to prevent contamination by 
diseased or decaying tubers. There is 
also present in clamping the danger of 
rats gaining an entrance, and, if not im¬ 
mediately observed, of much damage being 
(lone. Ill storing, if a little freshlv-slakcd 
lime is available, a light sprinkling oyer 
and among the tubers as storing pro¬ 
gresses will, at any rate, do no harm, and 
may possibly put spores of disease out of 
action. Bruised or misshapen samples 
ought not to lie stored, hut put on one 
side for immediate use. In lifting Pota¬ 
toes, a word of warning may here find a 
ilaee. It is not, I have found, generally 
inown that the deadly wart disease is 
notifiable to the authorities. Anyone who 
has or suspects that disease among his 
Potatoes must at once notify the nearest 
local authority — generally the police 
officer in charge of tile nearest station. 
At the local police offices in this neigh¬ 
bourhood plates illustrating the disease 
may he seen on inquiry, and any constable 
wili give the necessary instructions in the 
event of attacks. In the 

Vegetable garden all spent crops are 
being cleared off. While the weather is 
favourable, and the ground is dry, it is 
much more satisfactory to get this debris 
removed than to wait until it is in a half- 
lotted state. Not only is the work 
cleaner, hut it can be carried out much 
more quickly. Pea supports are put into 
a place convenient for use next season, 
and when it is at all possible to do so, the 
hoe is run through the cleared quarters in 
order to dispose of seedling weeds. \\ hen 
breaks are cleared and free from weeds, 
and in readiness for the wheeling and 
spreading of manure, there is no time lost 
when trenching or digging—non 7 not far 
away—comes round. 

Wall fruit, now coming along very 
quickly, requires almost daily inspection 
in order to prevent ripe fruits dropping 
or being attacked by wasps. As is usual 
in September, wasps are in evidence to 
some extent, although they arc not so 
numerous as is at times the case. The 
killing of queens in spring, combined with 
the destruction of wasp nests wherever 
found, goes far towards keeping this plague 
in check. Wasps are particularly partial 
to Plums, which at present are ripening 
daily. 

Nerlnes _During the week the dormant 

bulbs of Nerines gave indications of re¬ 
newed growth. This takes the form of 
the pushing of the flower-stem, or, in the 
case of bulbs, which will not bloom this 
season, of the tips of the leaves. As the 
soil in the pots was in a dust-dry condi¬ 
tion, immediately signs of growth were ob¬ 
served the pots Were plunged in a water- 
tank until tlie balls were thoroughly satu¬ 
rated. Afterwards, the routine attention 
in respect of moisture is sufficient. 

Chrysanthemums. — A considerable 
batch of late-struck cuttings which were 
planted out has been lifted and potted, 
and will be useful in 5-inch, 6-inch, and 
7-incli pots. W. McGui’foo. 

Dalmac Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

Septkmbeii 25th, 1917. 

On the occasion of the fortnightly meet¬ 
ing on the above-named date interest 
centred rattier 'on the vegetable products 
than the flowers, though these latter 
played a no inconsiderable part. It was, 
however, the Gold Medal collection of 
Potatoes from Edinburgh and the bril¬ 
liant display of vegetables from Univer¬ 
sity College, Reading, which, while 
attracting everybody, made the show one 
of the best of the year. Apart from these, 
the competitive vegetable classes contri¬ 
buted their quota, while Dahlias, Carna¬ 
tions, Roses, in great array, and Orchids 
added not a little, both of variety and 
beauty. 

HARDY PLANTS. 

The meeting was not. remarkable for 
these, though one or two good hardy 
plants were noted. Of novelties, the new 
Novi Ttelgii Aster Joan Vaughan, is of 
some promise. Larger than most varie¬ 
ties of its class, the nearly doable flowers 
are of imuive-blue tone, the panicles more 
pyramidally inclined than is their wont. 
It came from Baker’s, Wolverhampton. 
Quite of interest, too, was the new Cera- 
tostigma Willmottiana shown by Miss 
Willmott. The plant is said to be 
shrubby, reaching 5 feet to C feet high, 
flowering on the old wood in May, and 
thereafter on the young shoots. It is 
said to continue for six months in bloom. 
The flowers are blue—not quite Plumbago 
eapensis blue, but leaning thereto. The 
colour is good and desirable, though the 
display is not great, as only one or two 
flowers appear to open at a time. Both 
received Awards of Merit. Heliantlius 
sparsiflorus is probably the best tall 
Sunflower novt, the golden-orange colour 
and black centre in line contrast. This 
with Seneeio puleher and some Tate spikes 
of Larkspurs were in good condition from 
Mr. W. Wells, jun. Some new Michael¬ 
mas Daisies came from Mr. Ernest Bal¬ 
lard, Colwail, Mrs. E. Ballard (large, 
pale blue, with narrow florets) and Rachel 
Ballard (semi-double, dark blue) being 
noted. Beauty of Colwail (tlie finest 
dark double blue) was in good form. In 
Mr. G. Ileutlie's group, Kirengeslioina 
pit lum ta anil Pliilesia buxifolia were 
noted, tlie latter with red, fleshy flowers, 
like a small Lapageria. Fagus fusca is a 
dainty-leaved New Zealand Beeeli. 
Rhabdothaninus Solandri forms a sub¬ 
prostrate bush, the growths terminated 
by rod-striped orange (lowers of tubular 
outline. Bunches of fruits of Decaisnea 
Fargesi were also noted. Colcbicums in 
variety were very pretty, though perhaps 
the new Cotoneaster divarieata, whose 
fan-shaped branches were brilliant with 
lustrous scarlet fruits, would prove Hie 
most serviceable plant for the garden. 

ROSES. 

These were well to the fore, and were 
presented in considerable variety. 
Ophelia, Mrs. G. Norwood (fragrant). 
Princess Mary (single crimson), Snov 
Queen, Climbing Hillingdon (of orange- 
apricot tone, very beautiful), Comtesse du 
Cayla, and Mrs. Dunlop Best, were some 
of the best from Mr. Elisha Hicks, who 
set up imposing stands of many sorts. 
The fipest stand in Messrs. Frank Cant 
and Co.’s group was Ophelia ; its colour 
and quality, would have done credit to a 
summer display. Sea Bird (cream), 
Duchess of Wellington (very rich in 
colour). Edith Part (cream and pink, of 
delightful fragrance), and Margaret Dick¬ 
son Hamill were other good sorts. 
Messrs. Alex. Dickson and Sons, Neve 
townards, had a lovely semi-double erini- 
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Garden Roses 

SELECTION “A.” 

24 best and most popular 
roses for general purposes. 

A splendid Elf* Carriage 

assortment. 10/0' paid. 
Caroline Testout (ht).sal.pk. 9d. 
EarlofWarwlck(ht),sal.rose lOd. 
Ecarlate (ht), scarlet - - lOd. 

Ethel Malcolm (ht),Ivory w. lOd. 
Frau Karl Druschki(hp),w. lOd. 
GeorpeDick3on(ht),deep cr. lOd. 
G. C. Waud(ht),orange ver. lOd. 
Gen. McArthur(ht), scarlet lOd. 
GnsGrunerwald (ht).carm. LOd. 
La Franco (ht), rose - - 9d. 

La To sea (ht), salmon flesh lOd. 
Lady Pirrie (lit), npricot - lOd. 
Lady Ash town (ht),deep pk. 9d. 
Mm"e.A.Chatenay(ht),sal.pk. 9d. 
Mme.C. Lutnud(ht),yol.rose 1/- 
Mme.Ed.lIerriot.prawn red lOd. 
Mme. Julc8Gro!cz(ht),sil.rose 9d. 
Mme.MelanieSoupert(ht),y. lOd. 
Mme.Ravary(ht),orange yel. 9d. 
Mme-Segond Weber(ht),sal. lOd. 
Ophelia (ht), flesh pink - lOd. 
Pharlsaer (ht), roBy white - lOd. 
Ravon d’Or (ab), yellow - 1/- 

Bichniond (ht), scarlet - lOd. 


Tea Roses 

SELECTION " C.” 

12 most vigorous, hardy, and 
generally satisfactory. 
Deliciously Q/Q Carriage 

tea scented. O/ v/ paid. 
Alex. IT ill Gray, lemon yel. lOd. 
Lady Hillingdon, yellow - lOd. 
Mmo. Constant Soupert.yel. 1/- 
Mme.Jules Gravcreaux.yel. lid. 
Mmo. lloste, pale lemon - lOd. 
MissA.deKothschild.clt.yel. lOd. 
MollvSharms'nCrawford.w. lOd. 
Mrs. Edward Mawlcy, pink lOd. 
Mrs. Fo'ey Hobbs,Ivory wh. lOd. 
Mrs. Myles Kennedy .cream lOd. 
8ouv.de Pierre Notting.apr. lOd. 
W. R. Smith, blush white - lOd. 


Town Roses 

SELECTION “E.” 

12 sorts provod suitable for 
growing In smoke. • 
Immensely 7/Q Carriage 
successful. s/*J paid. 
CaroUneTestout(ht),sal.pink 9d. 
Dr.O’Donol Browne(ht),car. lOd. 
F. K. Druschkl (hp), white lOd. 
Gorge Dickson (ht), crlm. lOd. 

GustaveOrunerwald(ht),car.lOd. 

J. B. Clark (ht).doep scarlet lOd. 
La Tosca (ht),silvery pink - lOd. 
Mm®. Ed. ILerriot(por),red lOd. 
Mme.Ra vary (ht),orange yel. 9d. 
Mrs. JohnLaing(hp),rose pk. 8d. 

Mme. Isaac Pereire (b), car. 8d. 
Ulrich Brunner(hp).chor.red 8d. 


Hedge Roses 

SELECTION “G-H.” 

12 vigorous and hardy sorts. 
Both sets q / Carriage 
together. m paid. 

Set “C" for High Hedge,5f- 

Alberlc Barbier(Wich.),yel. lid. 
Blush Rambler(Poly.),blush lid. 
Excelsa (W.), scarlet - - lid. 

Dorothy Perklns(W.), pink lid. 
Felicite-et-Perpetue, cteam lid. 
Hiawatha (Poly.), crimson lid. 

Set “H” for Low Hedge,4/6 

Common Blush (China).pink 8d. 
F. H. Veltch (ht), scarlet - lOd. 
Lady Waterlow(ht),salmon lid. 
Gruss an Teplltz (ht), crlm. 9d. 
Trier (P.), creamy white -lid. 
Zeph. Drouhln(hb),carmine lid. 

Tall Bedding Roses 

SELECTION “ J.” 

12 vigorous sorts, may be 
pegged down, or grown natural. 
Charming *7/Q Carriage 
colouring. s/\J paid. 

Gen.McArthur(ht),crimson lOd. 
Gru3s an Teplltz (ht), crlm. 9d. 
Gus. Grunorwald (ht),carm lOd. 
Hugh Dickson(hp).crlmson 8d. 
LndyHilIngdon(t),apri.-yel. lOd. 
La Tosca (ht), silvery pink lOd. 
Mmc. A. Chatcnay.sal.pink fid. 
Mme. M.Soupert(ht),yellow lOd. 
Mrs. It. G. S. Crawford,pink 8d. 
Pharisaer (ht), rosy white - lOd. 
Pee. C.de Rohan.dark crims. 8d. 
Souv. de M. Zayas (ht), car. fid. 

Garden and Cutting 

SELECTION “ M.” 

12 free-flowering roses for 
garden and indoor decoration. 
Abundance q , q Carriage 
of bloom. O/ O paid. 
Arthur Goodwin,orange red IOd. 
Betty, coppery rose - - IOd. 

Edu Meyer, red and j r ellow IOd. 
Genl.McArthur.brlght scar. IOd. 
Gruss an Teplltz, crimson - fid. 
Harry Kirk .deep sulphuryel. IOd. 
Kiilarncy, pink - IOd. 

Mme. Abel Chatenay.sal.pk. fid. 
Mme.JulesGrolei,bright rose fid. 
Mine. Ravary, pale orange - fid. 
Rayon d’Or,deep orange cad. 1/- 
Bichmond, pure red scarlet IOd. 

Sweet Briars 

SELECTION “ R.” 

6 choice and fragrant sorts, 
suitable for hedges, 4c. 

Coloum A /Q Carriage 

exquisite. paid. 

Anne of Gelerstein.deep crl. IOd. 
Edith Bellenden, rose pink IOd. 
Lucy Bertram.rich crimson IOd. 
Lady Penzance, soft copper IOd. 
Meg Merrlle8, bright crlm. IOd. 
Rose Bradwardine.cJearrose IOd. 


Dwarf Bedding Roses 

SELECTION “ I.” 

12 perpetual, free-flowering 
sorts, of bushy habit. 
Surprisingly Q/O Carriage 

oITectlve. 0/0 paid. 

A.R.Goodwin(per.),sal.pInk IOd. 
P.etty (ht), coppery rose - IOd. 
Dchs. of Wellington, saffron 1/- 
Ecarlate (ht), scarlet red - IOd. 
EarlofWarwick (ht),sal.rose IOd. 
G. C. Waud(ht),orange ver. IOd. 
LadyPIrrie(ht).apricotplnk IOd. 
Mme. Ed. Herriot, red - IOd. 
Molly S. Crawford(t),white IOd. 
Mra.A.Ward(ht),Indian yel. IOd. 
Ravon d’Or (hb).orange cad. 1/- 
Richmond (ht). scarlet - IOd. 

All Purposes Roses 

SELECTION “ K.’’ 

12 first-class sorts, suitable 
lor general use. 

Do well Carr age 

everywhere. O/v paid. 

Betty (ht), coppery rose - IOd. 

CarolineTestout(ht),sal.pink fid. 

FIsherHolmes(hp),crl.scar. 8d. 
F. K. Druschkl (hp), white IOd. 
II. f.. Richardson (ht).crlm. IOd. 
Hugh Dickson (hp),crimson 8d. 
Lady Ashtown(hp),deep pk. 9d. 
Lyons Rose (ht),shrimp pk. IOd. 
Mmo.A.Chatenay(bt),sal.pk. 9d. 
Mme. F,d. Herriot, red - IOd. 
Mme. Ravary (ht),orange yel. 9d. 
Mrs. J. Lalng (hp),roso pink 8d. 

^BEDoTNC^mrANTS^ 

(Ex. strong transplanted 
bushy.) Doz. 100 

Wallflowers, red - IOd. 5/- 
„ „ yellow IOd. 51- 

Forget-me-not,bluc 1/- 6/- 
Canterbury Bells in 
sep.colours, t vhite, 
rose, blue or mixed 1/6 6/6 
IcelandPoppies.mxd.S/6 15/- 
Polyanthus,mxd. -S/6 15/- 
Sweet Williams: 

PinkBeauty Hybrids 1/S 8/- 
Golden Alyssum -t/8 161- 
Hardy Auriculas -8/-t0/- 
PurplcAubrietia,potsl/- 30/- 
Silvery Rockfoils - if - 30/- 
GTaecian Violet - h/- SOI- 


New and Gold Medal 

SELECTION “ T.” 

12 first-class new roses, 
nearly all gold medallists. 
Exceptional QfW Carriage 
value. LsJI " paid. 
Cleveland - - - - 3/6 

Constance, rich yellow - 1/5 

fsobol, carmine rod - * 3/8 

Modesty, pearly cream - 3/6 

Nellie Parker, creamy white 3/6 
Gorgoous,copper and yellow 1/6 
Hoosier Beauty, dark crlm. 1/6 
II. V. Machin, bright crlm. 1/- 
Mme. C. Martinet, deep yel. 1 /3 
Marg. D. Ilamll.gold.yollow 1/6 
Ophelia, salmon flesh pink IOd. 
Mrs. B. Walker - - -1/6 


Roses for Walls 

SELECTION “ P-Q." 

12 sorts which do very well 
In various aspects. 

Hardy, Q/O Carriage 

vigorous. 57/vJ paid. 

Set “ P” for North or East, 6/- 

Almee Vibert (cl..n.),white lid. 
Ards Rover(cl.,hp),crl. mar lid. 
Climbing C. Testout. pink - lid. 
Conrad F.Meyer(R.).sil.roso IOd. 
Gerbe Roso (W.), pale pink lid. 
Gloiro deDijon(d.,t),sal.yel. lid. 

Set “Q” for South or West, 6/- 

BlllardetBarre(cI..t),gol.yel. lid. 
Cl. Mrs. W. J. Grant, roso - lid. 

Mme. Alfred Carrier (hn.),w. lid. 
Mme. J. GraverCaux,yellow lid. 
W. A. Richardson, orange - lid. 
Zephirine Drouhin,carmine lid. 

Gold Medal Roses 

SELECTION “U” 

12 newer sorts, all gold 
medallists but two. 

Creme do Q / Carriage 

la creme. ~ P al( l. 

British Queen (ht),snowy w. IOd. 

Dchs. of Wellington, yellow 1/- 
GoorgeDickson(ht),dee perl. IOd. 
G. C. Waud(ht).orange ver. IOd. 
LadyPlrrle(ht),coppery-sal. IOd. 
LeslieHolland(ht),vermilion IOd. 

Mabel Drew (ht), cream - IOd. 
Mme.F,.Herriot (per.)pr.red IOd. 
M.de Slnety(ht),gold bronzo 1/- 
Mrs. A. Carnegie(ht).white IOd. 
Rayon d’Or (per.), golden - 1 / - 
Willowmere (pcr.).coral pk. IOd. 

Baby Ramblers 

SELECTION “O.” 

12 rosos of bushy habit, 
recommended for beds. 

About lft. Q/A Carriage 
in height. O/ O paid. 
Annie Miller, dazzling pink lOd. 
Canarienvogel.yel. & orange IOd. 
Ellen Poulsen, deep rose - IOd. 
Erna Teschendorf, crimson IOd. 
E. Lamesch, orange pink - IOd. 
Jessie, rose crimson - - IOd. 

Katherine Zeimet.pure wh. IOd. 
King Edward VIL.rosycar. IOd. 
Leonle Lamesch,copperyred IOd. 
Mrs. Taft, brilliant crimson lOd. 
Mrs.W.H. Cutbush.cher.pk. IOd. 
Orleans, geranium red - IOd. 

Climbers, Ramblers 

SELECTION “S.” 

6 roses suitable for trellis, 
pillars, arches, pergolas, Ac. 
All very A IQ Carriage 

vigorous. *+/ paid. 

Albcric Barbler(W.).yoUow lid. 
AmericanPlllar(cl.,P.),pink lid. 
Blush Rambler(cl.‘,P.),blush lid. 
Dorothy Perkins (W.), pink lid. 
Excel sa (W), brll. scarlot - lid. 
Hiawatha (cl.,P.), crim.wh. lid. 


Exhibition Roses 

SELECTION “ B.” 

24 specially-selected varieties, 
superb form, grand colour. 
Assured -j gy'0 Carriage 


prize winners. 


paid. 


Avoca (ht). crimson scarlet IOd. 
BessleBrown(ht),creamyw. IOd. 
British Queen (ht), white - IOd. 
Chas. Lefebvre(hp).crimson 8d. 
Coronation (hp), flesh pink IOd. 
Dean Hole (ht), silvery rose IOd. 
Earlof Uosford(ht),dk.crim. IOd. 
Ethel Malcolm (ht),ivory w. IOd. 
Gl.deC.Guinoisseau(hp),ver. 8d. 
GeorgeDickson(ht),vel.crim. IOd. 
Hugh Dickson (hp). crimson 8d. 
J. B. Clarke (ht), crimson - IOd. 
Jonkheer J.L.Mock(ht),car. IOd. 
Leslie Holland (ht).scar.crl. IOd. 
Mabel Drew (tit),canary yel. IOd. 
LyonsRose(ht).shrimp pink IOd. 
Mrs. C. Wcst(ht), shell pink IOd. 
Mildred Grant(ht),tinted w. IOd. 
Mrs. A my Hammond (ht),op. IOd. 
Mrs. \ndrewCarnegie(ht),w. IOd. 
Mrs.JohnLalng(hp). rosypk. 8d. 
Mrs. J. H. Welch (ht), pink IOd. 

Mr3.Roosevelt(ht),pale flesh IOd. 

UlrlchBrunner(hp),cher.red 8d. 


Fragrant Roses 

SELECTION “D.” 

12 chosen chiefly for their 
abundant delicious scent. 
Colouring 7 IQ Carriage 
gorgeous. • / ^ paid. 

Alfred Colomb (hp), rod - 8d. 

Dupuy Jamain (hp), cerise 8d. 
Earlof Gosford(ht),crimson IOd. 
George Dlckson(ht),vel.crl. IOd. 

GeneralJacqueminot(hp),cr. 8d. 
Gen.McArthur(ht),crlmson IOd. 
Juliet (hb),old gold and red IOd. 
La France (ht), rose - - 9d. 

Lad v Alice Stanley(ht),pink IOd. 
Mme. Ed. Herriot (per).red IOd. 
Mrs. JohnLaing(hp).rosy pk. 8d. 
Ulrich Brunner(hp),cher.red 8d. 


Buttonhole Roses 

SELECTION “ F.” 

12 charmingly coloured and 
daintily formed In bud. 

Last well Q/A Carrjage 

when cut. O/ ^ paid. 

Harry Kirk (t), yellow - IOd. 
Lady Hlll!ngdon(t),aprl.yel IOd. 
LadvRoberts(t),reddlshaprl. IOd. 

Liberty (t), velvety crimson 9d. 

Mme.A.Chatenay(ht),sal.pk. 9d. 

Mme. Jean Dupuy (ht).rose IOd. 
Melody (ht), saffron yellow 1 / - 
Mrs. A, Ward (ht), yellow IOd. 
Mrs. G. Shawyer (ht), pink IOd. 
Mrs. n. Stovens (t), white IOd. 
Richmond (ht), scarlet - IOd. 
Sunburst (ht).cadmlum yel. IOd. 


Hards'' Friisilts 

“Falstaff” Selection 
of Cottage Garden Fruit9 

AH best sorts.-I Q/A Elce P t,onal val, ie. 
Strong trees. IO/VJ Carriage paid. 

1 Bramley’s Seedling Apple, cooker. 

1 Lord Suffleld Apple, cooker. 

1 James Grieve Applo.dessert. 

1 Cox’s Orange Pippin, dessert. 

1 Louise Bonne Pear, cook or eat. 

1 The Czar Plum, cooker or dessert. 

1 Victoria Plum, cooker or dessert. 

1 Morello Cherry, cooker. 

1 Loganberry, for tarts or Jam. 

4 Boskoop Giant Black Currant. 

4 Whinham’s Industry Gooseberry. 

12 Superlative Raspberry, the host. 

All the above-named fruits aro very 
free-bearing, hardy, thrifty sorts. 


Has’dy lBoa*der Flowers 


Bees’ “Victory” Selection, 30 First-class Perennials 

Carefully selected with object of o/ See catalogue for plan showing 
producing continuous display. D, “ how to plant. Carriage paid. 

1 Dropmore Alkanet, 4ft., gentian blue. 16 Tree Lupin, 4ft„ yellow, fragrant. 

2 Col wall Michaelmas Daisy, 4rt., lilac. 17 Siberian Iris, 3ft., rich blue. 

3 Tcersteeg M;\rguerite,2f t.,snow white. 18 Fire Flower or Vyreth] rum, lilt. 

4 Hybrid Larkspur, 5ft., violet, purple. 19 f T ho . w y I i le , aba ^’ 

5 Ballard MichaelmasDaisy,3ft., mauve. 20 Hybrid Columbine, 2ft., var. colours. 

6 False Dragon’s-head. 5ft., carmine. 21 Pink Knotweed, 61n., ro8 y P ln J* _ lAt 

7 Hybrid Larkspur. 4It„ sky blu.. 22 Mrs. Bradshaw’sA yens. 2U ...uglet. 

8 Rt.Egwin MichaelmasDaisy,3ft., pink. 23 Mussin’s Catmint, 

9 Bed Elecampane, 5ft.,crimson,bronze. 04 -leaved Bellflower, 2ft. 

10 Scarlet Campion, 3ft.. geranium red. 

11 Blue Lupin, 4ft.. magnificent blue, 


12 White Peach-leaved Bellflower, 2ft. 

13 Oriental Poppy, 3ft., salmon pink. 

14 White Lupin, 4ft., purest white. 

15 Gauze Flower, Gypsophila, 3ft.,white. 


» Blue Peach-leaved Bellflower, 2ft. 

25 Blue Perennial Flax. lift. 

26 Golden Marguerite. 2ft., rich yellow. 

27 Beesian Mimulus, 91n., scarlet, gold. 

28 Jacob’s Ladder, lft., pale blue. 

29 Gentian Speedwell, lft., blue. 

30 Double Pyrethrum, lift., var. colours. 


Flowering Shrubs 

*HoyPresto’Selection,i5 Beauties 

Suitable for fil Do well in towns, 
small gardens. " Carriage paid. 
Autumn GlorySpeedwell.evergreen.p’ple. 
Double Flowered Corse, golden yellow. 
Sea Tamarisk, soft rosy pink. 

Spiraea, Anthony Waterer, red. 

Spanish Broom, fragrant, yellow. 
Graham’s Sage Tree, crimson. 

Golden Broom, ricbLycllow. 

Crimson Flowering Currant. 

Plptanthus, now, from China. 

Giant Mock Orange, white. 

Starry Daisy Bush, white. 

Lavender, true fragrant sort. 

Hardy Scotch Fuchsia, red. 

Golden Forsythia, very choice. 

White Broom, exceedingly pretty. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

All goods are sold on approval for cash 
with order. Bees Ltd. guarantee to return 
money In full if you are not satisfied. 

PRICES INCLUDE CARRIAGE 

All collections, when ordered complete, 
will be delivered carriage paid, when cash 
is sent with order. 

Delivery of goods commences about 3rd 
week of October._ 



175 b Mill Street LIVERPOOL 


CATALOGUE ILLUSTRATED IN COLOUR 

will be sent post free on request. 

If possible, make up your order from this 
advertisement. It is the most economical 
way to buy what you want. 

A.B.C. OF ROSE CULTURE. 2d. 
Booklet of 32 pages; tolls you all you are 
likely to want to know about roses. 2d. 
stamps with catalogue, order or alone._ 


I 1 - 

DCViecn PRICF LIST OF ROSES. PLANTS, FRUIT, &C., ha, been posted to cuitomer,. Additional copies 

L E y Xi S had D f»e R onappUc.tiL. Thero^U G no fresh issue of Bee/descriptive andiUu^.ted^oge ; last season’s hst will 
•erve to those who have it. Spare copies are available, post free to those who apply. 
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son-scarlet in “ K. of K.” Chameleon, Red 
letter Day, and Clarice Goodaere were 
others of merit. Rev. J. H. Pemberton 
again demonstrated the perpetual-flower¬ 
ing character of the cluster Roses raised 
by him, Moonlight, Clarissa (yellow), 
Thisbe (opening soft yellow and changing 
to cream), and Pax (pure white) being 
some of them. Red Letter Day, Beaute 
de Lyon, Snow Queen, Mine. Edouard 
Harriot, and Irish Fireflame were parti¬ 
cularly good from Messrs. B. It. Cant and 
Son. The display of Rosa Moyesi and R. 
setipoda in fruit from Mr. J. C. Allgrove 
demonstrated the high ornament of those 
species in the direction indicated. One 
big plant of R. Moyesi carried a dozen 
shoots, 3 feet to 5 feet in length, loaded 
with fruits ; smaller examples a foot high 
lining also shown in fruit. Of the two, 
tlie hips of II. Moyesi are the larger, those 
of R. setipoda the more brilliant, its 
lustrous crimson fruits being most effec¬ 
tive in sunlight. 

DAHLIAS. 

It is a coincidence that eleven new 
Dahlias received certificates at the meet¬ 
ing on September 11th and a like number 
at that now under review. We regret we 
are unable to deal with them in detail. 
Some of the more telling in a large collec¬ 
tion from Mr. J. 15. Riding were Scarlet 
Queen (Collarette), Godfrey's Crimson, 
Sterna (soft yellow), Madeline (rich 
orange, bedding variety), Exmouth Glory, 
and Pierre radio ml (maroon and white). 
Messrs. J. Cheal and Sons also had a 
goodly collection, their new Star varieties, 
with singles and Collarette sorts, predo¬ 
minating. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Ail exhibit of pot-grown fruiting and 
choice shrubs was arranged by Messrs. 
Piper. Clematises were in variety. 
Crataegus Pyracantha Laelandl was full of 
its fruits. Pittosporum May! Silver 
Queen was pretty, and Osmanthus amia- 
tus among the choicer things noted. In a 
cut shrub group from Messrs. Cheal, the 
Sea Buckthorn was conspicuous, n nice lot 
of Aeers being also shown. From Messrs. 
Allwood Brothers came a nice assortment 
of Carnations, and from Messrs. H. B. 
May and .Sons, Limited, a choice lot of 
greenhouse Ferns, in which the newer | 
plumose Nephrolepis were prominent. 
Flowering sprays of Lapageria (red and 
white) were good. 

ORCHIDS. 

One of the best exhibits of these was 
from Messrs. Armstrong and Brown, who 
secured ail Award of Merit for Cattleyu 
Iris (Orchidliurst variety), a handsome, 
well-set-up form, with rich apricot- 
coloured petals and purple lip. C. Arm¬ 
strongs lilacina and Odontoglossum 
Jasper (Fowler's variety) were also good. 
Of most interest, perhaps, was Lailia 
pumiia alba, from home-saved seed, the 
plants coming quite true. Another flue 
novelty was Brasso-Cattleya Ilene The 
Bride (B. C. Maronae x C. aurea). It is 
of a blush-pink throughout, with large, 
soft-yellow blotches at the throat. 
Messrs. Charlesworth had the lovely 
Brasso-Cattleya Sofrano, Caltleya Hestii 
in variety. laelio-Cattleya Thyone, and 
others. In Messrs. Sander’s group Cypri- 
pediums were prominent, C. Royal 
Sovereign, C. G. Shogun, and C. Cavalier 
igneum tieing noteworthy examples. A 
particularly good Cattleya aurea was also 
shown. 

Report of the Vegetable Show will ap- 
pear in our next, as also a complete list 
of tlie certificated plants and medals 
awarded. - 

Digitized by GOOglC 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Roses from cuttings (Ayna:).—October 
is the best month to take cuttings, which 
should be procured from shoots that have 
flowered. They should he, if possible, 
from 0 inches to 8 inches long, the ripest 
and firmest being selected. When taking 
tlio cuttings it is well to remember that 
the nearer to the old wood the better, all 
the leaves with the exception of one or 
two at the extreme points being removed. 
1 he soil should he of a sandy nature and 
made fairly firm, proper drainage being 
ensured. It is also important that a 
sheltered place he given. The plan of in¬ 
serting some coarse, sharp sand in each 
hole before putting in the cutting is a good 
one, and goes a long way towards the for¬ 
mation of loots. 

Pruning the white Jasmine (Ajax ).— 
This does not, as a rule, require much 
nulling, hut when it is necessary, then 
ate summer or early spring is the best 
time. As it is a summer-flowering plant, 
pruning should always he done after the 
flowering is over. Simply take out all 
the old wood, and cut hack the more 
vigorous shoots. Save as much as you 
can of the young, vigorous wood, tying 
such to the trellis, when it will soon cover 
the space. A mulch of rotten manure 
with, if the weather is dry, frequent soak- 
ings of water is of great assistance. 

Lapageria in a pot (Amateur ).—If the 
lant is to do well you must plant it out. 
apagerias never thrive for any length of 
time in even large pots; they must have 
a border, and the bigger, in reason, the 
hotter. Make a brick or concrete border, 
not less than 5 feet or 6 feet long, 3 feet 
to 4 feet wide, and 2 feet or 2.) feet deep. 
Drain it well, and fill up with a mixture 
ot rough jieat, loam, and leaf-mould, with 
plenty of sand and bricks broken rather 
small, and turn out the plant into this 
rather early in the spring l>efore growth 
commences. It is better to plant in a 
small body of soil and add more as re¬ 
quired. When established this plant 
needs to be abundantly watered, with 
shade and a cool temperature. 

Treatment of Cannas (Inquirer ).—Lift 
the roots when frost lias destroyed tlie 
leaves. Remove the rougher soil care¬ 
fully from them with a pointed stick, and 
lay them out in the sun to dry. Store in 
a cellar or outhouse, as you suggest, 
throwing some fine dry soil 'among them! 
They must he kept from frost and damp. 
In the spring, when commencing to glow, 
divide them, pot up, and plant out again 
in late May. 

FRUIT. 

Cracked Pears (Sybil). — The cracked 
condition of the Pear you send is due to 
the malady termed black-spot, or Pear- 
scab (Fusicladium pirinum). The remedy 
is to spray the tree with Bordeaux mix¬ 
ture at full or “winter” strength when 
tlie buds are about to hurst in the spring, 
and at half or “ summer strength ” after 
the fruit is se.t and swelling off, and once 
or twice afterwards, allowing fourteen 
days to elapse between each application. 
As this fungoid disease is often to be 
found on the young wood, it is essential 
that the trees lie thoroughly sprayed when 
resting in the winter. A combined fungi¬ 
cide and insecticide, such as Woburn wash, 
is liest suited for this purpose, and this, 
together with the Bordeaux mixture, can 
he obtained from any garden suiidriesman. 
The cracking of Pears is sometimes 
brought about through the roots having 
descended into tlie subsoil, which in all 
likelihood has happened in your case. The 
remedy, then, is to lift and lay nut the 
roots anew in a nearly level position and 
to place some new compost consisting 
largely of fibrous loam and some charred 
refuse round them to encourage the for¬ 
mation of fibrous roots. 


VEGETABLES. 

Mushrooms and maggots (A Grower). _ 

Mushrooms are invariably attacked with 
maggots in hot weather in summer, and 
the drier and warmer the structure in 
which they are growing the more liable 
they are to he attacked by these insects. 
It is for this reason that practical culti¬ 
vators recommend Mushroom beds to he 
made up in tlie open air in the summer in 
places quite in the shade. In your case 
the bed will hear more frequent watering, 
damping the surroundings once or twice a 
day with a fine-rosed watering-pot. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

T. Plater .—Without seeing a root it is 

impossible to say what the disease is.- 

y .—Seeing you found the Fig-tree did 
well in the confined I order in tlie vinery, 
we should advise you to replant it therein. 
See reply to “Mrs. Ruth Keene,” as to 
“Figs dropping,” in our issue of August 
lltli, 1917, page 432. A copy of this can 
lie had from the publisher, post free, for 

22icl.- Devon .—The best way will be to 

have the ground thoroughly trenched ns 
soon as you get possession, incorporating 
with it as the work proceeds all the rough 
material found on the plot. The value of 
artificial manure is governed liy the nature 
of tlie soil, about which you tell us 
nothing. If the ground is heavy, tlie soot 
anil lime may lie freely used, hut not the 

salt.- Mrs. A'. Bontein .—The Caroline 

Testout would do well on the wall, but 
such as American Pillar—in fact, all the 
\\ ichuraiana Roses—are best on a per¬ 
gola or arches or allowed to climb through 

the branches of trees.- Lady Octavia 

lyegi/e. —1, Yes; will be pleased' to name 
fruit for you. Kindly read our Rules to 
Correspondents. 2, See note on Sweet Corn 
in our issue of September 29th, page -534, 

- Melrose. —1, The Rose shoot which 

flowered is the best. Trim up with a 
sharp knife the end detached from the 
main shoot. 2, Cuttings of shrubs should 
he about half ripe. 3, In the case of the 
Polygonum, you want firmer wood. 4, 
The piece of Forsythia is too thin, select 
wood which has flowered. 


NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plantS.^—Vr*. Gawne .—Aster 
Amellus.—— J. IF. P.—Rose had fallen to 

pieces.- H. M .—Polygonum sachali- 

nense. 

Names of fruits _IF. G. Bye. _Plum 

Transparent Gage.- G. C. G .—Apples: 

1, Kiug of the Pippins; 2, Lord Suflfield; 

3, Emperor Alexander; 4, Warner’s King. 
E. 1‘. —Apples: I, Ecklinville ; 2, Cox’s 
Orange; 3, Golden Pippin; 4, Small Blen¬ 
heim.-IF. A.—Apples: 1, Cellini; 2, 

Alfriston; 3, Norfolk Beaufin; 4, King of 

the Pippins.- M. O. A.—Pears: 1, 

Marie Louise; 2, Louise Bonne; 3, Duron- 

deau ; 4, Forelle or Trout Pear.- Hutton 

Bushed .—So far as we can say from a single 
fruit, No. 1 is Charles Ross; 2, Not recog¬ 
nised. When sending fruit for name, 
please read our Rules to Correspondents. 

- Inquirer .—1, Blenheim ; 2, Not 

recognised.-- II. ,/. A.—Apples: 1, 

Small Hawthornden; 2, Lady Henniker; 
3, Worcester Pearmain; 4, King of the 
Pippins.-IF. C. B .—Apples: 1, Cellini; 

2, Hoarv Morning ; 3, Mere de Menage ; 4, 

Lemon Pippin.- II. J. B .—Apples: 1, 

Ribston ; 2, Wellington ; 3, Alfriston ; 4, 

Emperor Alexander..-7/. O.— Apples: 

1, Lane’s Prince Albert; 2, Bramley’s; 3, 

Adam’s Pearmain; 4, Cellini.- A. H. 

Maude .—Pear Marguerite Marillat. 


CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

,1. Hayward, The Chase Gardens, 
Woodhouse Eaves, Loughborough.— Sur¬ 
plus Layers of Hardy Border Carnations 
and Pints. 

James Carter and Co., Raynes Park, 
W .—List of Bulbs for 1917. 

F. Cl. Woodcock, Drum Hill, Walnier, 
Kent.— Giant-flowered Street Peas. 
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BOTANISTS AND COLOURS OF 
FLOWERS. 

If no one else takes up the cudgels In 
defence of the memory of Sir Joseph 
Hooker I must do so, for among all my 
iHKiks none has been more constantly in 
bond than the copy of “ Bentknm and 
Hooker,” which he gave me in 1SS7. To 
describe the far-travelled collector and 
author of the vivid Himalayan journals as 
an indoor botanist is surely not only short 
ot generous, but wide of fact. In the 
passage quoted on jinge 513) from Mr. II. 
Stuart Thompson’s luiper in The Garden , 
Gentiana Pneumonantke is mentioned as 
one of the plants Sir Joseph described from 
a herbarium sjiocimen "and could not 
have seen the living plant.” Why, sir, 
when I told Sir Joseph that I had never 
seen this Gentian as a wild plant in 
England he said that if I paid him a visit 
at Sunniugdalc he would show it to me 
growing wild near his own house. 

I freely admit that the definition of 
colour in flowers is the reverse of satis¬ 
factory. hut in this matter horticulturists 
are fully as untrustworthy as botanists. 
Nor do I see much chance of improvement, 
colour being both subjective and relative. 
Subjective inasmuch as colour is a sensa¬ 
tion on the rods and cones of the retina 
caused by different pa its of the light-ray, 
anil unless these rods and cones were of 
uniform sensibility in every individual 
(which it is demonstrable that they are 
not) the sensation exjierieuced. and there¬ 
fore the description given, by different in¬ 
dividuals must vary. There is, indeed, no 
si'cli tiling as objective colour any more 
than there is objective sweetness, saltness, 
or sourness. 

lint perhaps what tends even more to 
render colours so elusive of definition is 
that they are relative, that is, the sensa¬ 
tion caused by rays of a certain colour 
reflected from the surface of one object is 
modified and altered by rays of a different 
colour reflected from adjacent objects. To 
cite an example, now before me. The con¬ 
trast of the conspicuous orange stigma of 
Crocus speciosus with the hue of the 
corolla gives it the appearance of a blue 
flower as it grows in the border, hut when 
closely examined the segments* of the 
blossom give the sensation of purple. 
Therefore, to arrive at a definition of the 
colour sensation produced by any flower 
as accurately as the colour terms of any 
language will permit, the flower must be 
Isolated on a black or neutral-tinted back¬ 
ground. Seeing that nobody complains of 
Homer describing wine as gtt as. black, 
find the sea as oiVo^, wine-coloured, 
botanists may claim similar indulgence for 
having failed to define what is practically 
indefinable. Herbert Maxwell. 

Munreith. 

NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 

Hop manure. —I hope some of your corre¬ 
spondents will give their opinion as to t{ie 
value of hop manure as a substitute for 
stable manure.—E. C. Buxton. 

Potentilla Tonguei —This little Cinque¬ 
foil has bloomed freely this autumn and 
proved a charming plant for the rock gar¬ 
den. It is quite dwjuf—some 4 inches— 
and the flowers a if of .av mest-«iluwual 
blend of oraiigcterrAolAL.A VIA 


The Italian Pimpernel (Anagallis lini- 

folia).—For soils such as ours there 
seems to me hardly any plant so effec¬ 
tive as Anagallis linifolia, which blooms 
freely for such a long period—indeed, 
until the frosts kill it.—G. C. P., Asplcy 
Guise, Hals. 

Erigeron strigosus is, I think, the most 
free-flowering plant in cultivation. It is 
said to flower from July to September. 
Though well mulched with hop manure 
and supplied with water the plants did not 
really come Into full bloom before the 
second week of September. I have a large 
round bed of this. The extreme height of 
tile plants is 2 foot !> inches.—E. C. 
Buxton. 

Betula dalecarlica. I enclose a spray of 
leaves from Hie beautiful Betula dale¬ 
carlica, a natural seedling variety of the 
Birch found in the province of Daleearlia, 
Sweden. It is not an easy tree to obtain ; 
but, fortunately, Ilillier and Sons, of 95, 
Iligh-street, Winchester, have some 
twenty-five godd trees in stock. I am pur¬ 
chasing three from them, as it is quite 
Hardy, and graceful with Its deep-lobed 
leaves. An acquisition!—It. II. Beamish, 
Ashbourne, (llounlliauna, Co. Cork. 

Crlnums at St. Mary’s Isle.— Mr. W. 
McG. writes in tile Issue of September 
29tb, page 529 : — 

A week ago the Crinums at St. 
Mary’s Isle were in full bloom. The 
winter of 1916-17 was very severe, hut 
tile Crinums have not suffered in the 
slightest degree. 

[Why not name the kinds that thrive so 
far north. I am a grower, and interested 
in these plants. —W.j 

The sand Verbena (Abronia umbellata). 
page 529, must I think be hardier than 
“ W.” finds it. I have several plants that 
lived through last severe winter flowering 
freely this summer. Each plant wants a 
lot of room for its 2 feet or more long 
shoots to spread about in. The delicious 
fragrance of the flowers is I think then- 
chief merit. The plants are growing in a 
very sandy soil with a little leaf-mould 
added, iu a bed protected from tile north 
by the house.—G. C. P., Aspley Guise, 
Jleds. 

Nerine Fothergllli.— As is well known, it 
is inadvisable to disturb the bulbs of 
Nerines until It is absolutely needful to do 
so. Recently I observed the advantages of 
this in the greenhouses of the Glasgow 
r.otanic gardens, where in a corridor I saw 
some splendid specimens in 10-inch pots. 
Each |iot accommodated from twelve to 
fifteen bulbs, all of which were flowering 
profusely, and which made a remarkably 
fine show. It was evident the bulbs in 
these pots had not been disturbed for a 
considerable number of years.—W. McG. 

The Violet Cress (Ionopsidiuin acaule).— 
This is one of the prettiest of the annuals 
which can he utilised in the rock garden. 
Its popular name of Violet Cress is fairly 
appropriate. It may he used to cover the 
ground between larger plants in a bed, 
but it is prettiest in nooks in tiie rock gar¬ 
den, especially iu partial shade. In such 
places the plants last longer in bloom and 
afford a long succession of flowers. It is 
specially suited for places where early 
bulbs have bloomed and passed to rest. 
Iu some gardens it sows itself quite freely. 
—S. Aknott. 
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Hellopsis scabra gratissima. -This is 
without doubt the best of its class, richest 
in colour, largest in size—tire largest of 
those do not exceed 3 inches across—and 
the most profuse flowering. It has 
fragrance, too, of a kind, though it does 
not impress on this ground, but rather 
for tiie good effect of its rich orange 
colour, moderate growth—it rarely ex¬ 
ceeds 3 4 feet—and a sturdy stay-at-home 
habit which renders it useful in any good 
herbaceous border. It is easily increased 
by autumn or spring division and by 
young cuttings also in spring.—E_ J. 

Lewisias lost. —1 am sorry to state l 
have wholly failed with these iu my dry 
retaining walls. Perhaps they want more 
water. Such walls are often made too 
loose and open from tiie idea that tho 
plants want the soil in front, whereas it 
is behind lire stone they want it. I am 
now rebuilding dry walls in a closer, 
better way, putting in dwarf plants and 
small Ferns, but showing no earth be¬ 
tween the stones, which lie close, stone to 
stone, tiie slender roots laid on Hie stones, 
and at once covered by tiie next layer of 
stones, only a light dusting of sand used 
between.—W. 

Anemone blanda scythlnica.— Lovers of 
Anemone blanda have to thank you for 
such a beautiful presentment of tiie flower 
ns that which apiiears on iuige 533. In 
tire note which accompanies the excellent 
illustration one point not referred to is 
that A. blanda is not quite so satisfactory 
as to long life as Anemone npenuimi. I 
am speaking with a long exqierience, and 
also as tho result of many inquiries made 
in gardens where this gem among early 
flowers is much prized. In numbers of 
instances this Windflower lives for a few 
years and then dies gradually—not all the 
plants together. I have found that this is 
quite a common thing in gardens in the 
north.—A Boeder Gardener. 

Berberis vulgaris. —The common Bar¬ 
berry, our only British species, is now the 
most attractive of our berry-bearing 
shrubs. It is well worth a place in the 
shrubbery or wild garden, for its foliage 
is of a peculiarly soft green, and the 
racemes of golden flowers are abundantly 
produced and very handsome. The bril¬ 
liant scarlet fruits often remain on tho 
branches until after the leaves have fallen, 
their acidity (a useful clement in pickles 
and where Caiiers are wanting) evidently 
being disliked by the birds, which are ex¬ 
ceedingly fond of the fruit of most other 
varieties of Barberry. There are kinds of 
R. vulgaris with white and plum-coloured 
berries, and one with purple foliage. All 
are useful as groups, but I prefer the type 
to any of them.—A. T. J. 

Senecio pulcher is one of the handsomest 
of all summer and autumn perennials, pro¬ 
ducing freely its large, rich-coloured 
blossoms of a magenta-purple hue. These 
are so rich and telling in the garden as to 
make it desirable to extend the season of 
flowering to Its utmost extent. This is 
best done, perhaps, by raising a few plants 
each year from root cuttings, and by 
potting them into 5-inch iiots they may be 
grown in frames till the following 
February, and then planted out in good 
ground. Treated in this way (he old plants 
iu the border would bloom first, and the 
spring-planted ones give a succession of 
their handsome and distinct flowers. The 
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plant is well worth the trouble this in¬ 
volves to secure an extended season of 
bloom. 

Showy autumn flowers.— After the long- 
continued wet, things that brighten up the 
garden are welcome. Few things are 
brighter than single Asters. When grown 
in separate colours they are most effective. 
For cutting they are very useful and last 
a long time in water. I prefer flowers of 
a medium size. Those who need a good 
white Aster for cutting should grow Vick’s 
Branching White, which, when the soil is 
good, produces an enormous amount of 
bloom. I have found single Asters useful 
when lifted and put into small pots to 
mingle with Ferns, etc., for harvest 
festivals. Michaelmas Daisies are now at 
their best. Some of the old kinds are hard 
to beat. The dwarf Aster acris is ono of 
them. Many of the tall-growing sorts, 
when in rich, loose soil, grow too tall to 
be useful.— Dorset. 

Gazania spiendens. — This has again 
proved a useful plant in the flower garden 
during the past summer, growing and 
flowering very freely. It was a favourite 
in years gone by, and deserves to be more 
generally grown now than it is. I do not 
know of any other flower exactly similar 
as regards colour. The rich, warm orange 
of the petals and dark centre show to great 
advantage above the dense, compact- 
growing foliage. It is a splendid subject 
for growing on banks and in naturally dry 
soils. It is a unique plant for vases, tubs', 
and baskets. Nine cuttings may be put 
into a 5-inch pot tilled with light, sandy 
compost made firm. They will winter well 
on a greenhouse shelf and not require much 
water. In spring the young plants should 
be iiotted singly Into small 00’s, and, from 
tiie latter, planted out in the open border. 
—Bourne Vale. 

Flowers on railway banks.— About two 
years ago one of your correspondents drew 
attention to the beauty of the Valerian 
growing on the embankments of some of 
the Kentish Railways. A very good show 
is also made by the Daffodils which year 
after year bloom on-the embankment at 
Gidea Park Station on the Great Eastern 
Railway. Another display is made in the 
approaches to the Brentwood Station on 
the same railway. Could not these places 
lie increased? Every year an enormous 
number of bulbs is wasted? if the rail¬ 
way companies would undertake to plant 
all these bulbs, and perhaps other suitable 
plants which are now wasted, in the em¬ 
bankments of their railways, what a 
glorious sight these embankments would 
bo in the early spring. In this I am re¬ 
minded of words written by Edmund 
Burke: “To make us love our country, 
our country ought to be lovely.”—F. II. 
Rigby. 

Cotoneaster bullata. — Many of the 
Cotoneasters are now very beautiful by 
reason of their brightly-coloured berries. 
Of the number, C. bullata is very con¬ 
spicuous, both by its fine clusters of rich, 
red berries and its large leaves. It is a 
comparatively new introduction, for it was 
originally grown in France about 1S9S and 
did not appear in English gardens until 
four or five years later. A native of 
Western China and Tibet, it forms a bush 
up to 12 feet high with long, main 
branches made up of comparatively few 
branchlets. The flowers are white, heavily 
flushed with rose, lmt they have no special 
beauty. The fruits are, however, very 
beautiful, being large for the family, egg- 
shaped, and bright red in colour. More¬ 
over. they nre borne in fine clusters and 
last in good condition for several weeks 
from the middle of August if not attacked 
by birds. An oiytr-position is lesirable, 
Digitized by (LaOC glC 


and if it is planted in a shrubbery care 
should be taken that it does not become 
overgrown by other bushes. It can be 
raised easily from seeds, and young plants 
soon arrive at the fruiting stage.—D. 

Colchicum speciosum in Grass. — The 
best forms of this species—album and 
atropurpureum—in conjunction with the 
type, which is also good, are probably un¬ 
equalled for the purpose named. Possessed 
of a vigorous constitution, free-flowering, 
and with bold, erect, well-formed flowers, 
they are certainly difficult to beat. The 
rich, rosy-red C. s. atropurpureum—it 
is certainly not jmrple and the name is a 
misnomer—is, perhaps, tiie most effective, 
the colour being good and the flowers 
standing up well. ' For it atro-rubens 
would be a better name, and it is occa¬ 
sionally found as such in some lists. A 
mixed group of it and the pure white is 
very telling, the flowers cleaner and purer 
than is possible in the border. Happily, 
the Colchicum is an accommodating sub¬ 
ject, submitting to planting either before 
or after flowering, and at other seasons 
also when the plant is not in growth, all 
the forms being of vigorous growth. 
Plenty of room should be given when 
planting.—S. S. 

Fuchsia triphylla. —The writer of the 
article on page 521 mentions that this 
Fuchsia is difficult to grow. The fact is 
that it requires more heat than the general 
run of greenhouse Fuchsias; indeed, I 
have seen it in splendid condition grown 
in the temperature of an intermediafe 
house. A form known as hybrida, which 
was I think sent out as a cross between 
F. triphylla and F. corymbiflora, is more 
robust, though somewhat less brightly 
coloured than the type. A few years ago 
a very interesting series of hybrid 
Fuchsias was sent to this country from 
the Continent. They are totally distinct 
from tiie garden varieties of to-day, and 
some of them are very pretty. Without 
knowing anything of their origin, I should 
say that the distinct species—F. corymbi¬ 
flora, F. fulgens, and F. triphylla—had 
all played a part in their production. The 
manner in which tiie creeping kinds, F. 
Kirki and F. procumbens, produce up¬ 
right blossoms is very interesting. This 
feature is shared by a garden variety 
usually known as erecta Novelty, but as I 
have known it for over thirty years, the 
appropriateness of the latter part of the 
name is not apparent.—W. T. 

Flavour in Apples.—I see in this week’s 
Gardenino complaints as to tiie want of 
flavour in certain Apples, the large 
cookers, Mr. Gladstone and Worcester 
Pearmain, and Pitmnston Pear. May I 
suggest that it would be a great help if 
Mr. Farmer would give a list of those that 
be calls “ enormous crabs,” so that caution 
might lie exercised in future planting. 
May I further suggest that the soil in 
which the trees grow may make a differ¬ 
ence to their flavour. Mine is stiff and 
clayey, and I have no fault to find with 
either of the three sorts mentioned above, 
but Charles Ross seems to be a beautiful 
fraud. Eckllnville is another very disap¬ 
pointing sort bore, and has the great fault 
of being a bad traveller, while Dr. Harvey, 
a great local favourite, has fine flavour, 
size, and appearance, and does not bruise 
if dropped when picking. It is worth a 
place in most gardens. For sweetness and 
use in March it is hard to beat Boston 
Russet, which it is almost impossible to 
distinguish from the D’Arcy. When are 
our nurserymen going to tell us that there 
are two quite distinct sorts of the King of 
tiie Pippins, one very early, one very late, 
but looking exactly the same on tiie tree? 
—T. D. Chute, Ot. Moulton Rectory, 
\ orfolk. 


VEGETABLES. 

POTATO DISEASE: 

DETECTION AND TREATMENT. 

The Food Production Delia rtinent has 
issued a description of late blight in order 
to enable allotment holders and others to 
recognise tiie disease. The first sign is the 
appearance on the leaves of dark brown 
or blackish spots of Irregular size and 
shape, from tiie under surface of which a 
delicate greyish mould grows out, especi¬ 
ally round the margin of .the diseased 
areas. The dark-coloured patches rapidly 
spread, the leaves become curled, and if 
weather conditions favour the blight the 
whole of the foliage and the stems, too, 
may soon become blackened. In wet, 
muggy weather the greyish mould (which 
is the most characteristic sign of the 
disease) may grow out from tiie upper as 
well as the under surface of the leaves. 
If dry weather follows an attack of blight 
the affected leaves shrivel rapidly and fall 
off, leaving the haulm bare. 

Allotment holders and small cultivators 
generally whose Potatoes are seriously at¬ 
tacked by disease should not allow tiie 
blackened haulm to remain on the ground. 
If it is left there the haulm may not only 
infect the tubers of tiie plants attacked, 
but spread the disease to neighbouring 
Potato plants. The diseased haulm should 
be cut off without delay, removed from tiie 
plot, and promptly burned. Even in the 
case of Potatoes which are not infected 
with disease it is often advisable after the 
plants have begun to die down and the 
leaves are turning yellow to cut off, re¬ 
move, and burn tiie haulm. When the crop 
lias reached this stage of development the 
tubers in any case make little or no 
further growth; hence the removal of tiie 
dying-down haulm will not result in any 
Joss of crop. On the other hand, if allowed 
to remain, the haulm may become diseased 
and lead to the tubers becoming diseased 
also. Mature Potatoes, tiie haulm of 
which lias been cut away in the manuer 
suggested, will take no harm from lying in 
the soil until the ground is dry enough 
and the weather sufficiently fine for con¬ 
venient lifting. Once the Potatoes are out 
of the ground they should only bo left ex- 
lxieed long enough to become thoroughly 
dried; then they should lie immediately 
sorted over and stored. A pamphlet on (he 
liest methods of storing Potatoes is being 
prepared by tiie Horticultural Division of 
the Food Production Department and will 
lie obtainable shortly Trie of charge on ap¬ 
plication to the Department at 72, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 1. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Endive blanching. —Would you kindly 
inform me, through the medium of your 
“ Answers to Correspondents,” how to 
grow and bleach Batavian Endive? -My 
gardener grows it, but it is green and 
tough, instead of being white and crisp.— 
Countryman. 

[The simplest method of blanching En¬ 
dive we find is to tie a strand of matting 
round the heads after gathering up the 
outer leaves around the heart, tying near 
the extremities of the leaves. Placing a 
flower pot over the plants does not always 
succeed, though it does sometimes, ns also 
does lifting of the plants and planting 
them iu a dark place. Mushroom-house, or 
cellar, where there is not too much mois¬ 
ture. A dry day should always be chosen 
for tying them up. or decay will be rapid. 
Allow the plants to become almost fully 
grown before they are so dealt with, and 
do not draw the matting tbo tightly around 
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Potatoes—storing. —The main point to 
consider is how to keep the air from the 
tubers. I have always found storing in 
boxes, bags, etc., the worst method if the 
tubers have to be placed where frost can 
reach them. About the middle of January 
I had sent me 2 bushels of seed in two 
sorts. I put these seed tubers into two 
boxes, putting wood wool inside the box to 
protect them, and a good covering over 
under the lid, the boxes being covered with 
bags and left in a wooden shed. In the 
one nearest the door frost reached the 
tubers, doing much damage; the other, 
being in a corner, did not suffer. Where 
there is no accommodation for keeping the 
tubers under cover, clamping can be re¬ 
commended. This may be done in any 
place where the soil is dry. Choose a 
raised position, placing them in a heap, 
covering with something to keep oil the 
soil. If there is any doubt as to their 
being free from all diseased tubers, do not 
cover with soil for a time, but keep ,them 


tion had shown signs in the last few weeks 
, of disease; and also because it is always 
better to start with fresh material and 
run no risk. There is no reason why old 
i potting soil in which Tomatoes have been 
I grown should not be put out-of-doors and 
turned over for the frost to purify it pre¬ 
paratory to digging it into the borders, 
etc., another year.— Townsman. 

Storing Onions. —Where it is desired to 
keep Onions the greater part of the winter, 
a cool, airy place, yet one where frost can¬ 
not reach them, is desirable. This is not 
always easy in private houses, and use 
has to he frequently made of spare rooms. 
In these cases the bulbs should be spread 
out on sheets of paper and the room ven- 
tilated whenever possible: the best best 
place is the floor of a shed where coolness 
is ensured. —Townsman. 

Wart disease in allotments. —We have 
a large number of new allotments in the 
burgh of Maxwelltown, and I am glad to 
say that, as yet, there arc no signs of 
wart disease, hut that the crops are 


ROOM AND WINDOW. 

PERPETUAL-FLOWERING PINKS 
(Allwood’s hybrids). 

These, from Messrs. Allwood, Wivels- 
field Nurseries, I tried in the summer 
garden, and am well pleased with the re¬ 
sult, all the more so because Pinks so often 
die or get into a very bad state in winter 
that I have reluctantly had to give up 
their culture. I am not sure if they are 
seedlings, but, judging by their variety 
and prolonged bloom, it is probable. 
Among the few plants that have with- 
stood the constant rains for days, these 
Pinks come out best. W. 


INDOOR PLANTS. 

VALLOTA PURPUREA. 

This has for many years been extensively 
grown. Its Y’alue for the greenhouse is 
largely oiviug to the fact that its bright- 



Perpetual-floiverincj Pinks in a vase. 


dry. Before frost sets in cover with soil, 
making the heap as pointed as possible. 
The soil should be at least (i inches thick. 
Cover when severe weather threatens with 
loose litter or bracken to keep out frost.— 
Dorset. 

Lifting Potatoes. —The Potato crop here 
is rather badly attacked with disease. 
Some growers have sprayed, and in such 
cases the disease is not nearly so bad. 
There seems to he a custom in this district 
of cutting off the haulm as soon as it is 
affected, leaving the tubers in the ground 
to ripen for, say, two or three weeks. 
Would it not be better to take them up at 
once and let them ripen in the store? 
There is the danger of the skin being 
rubbed off, as it is now tender, but I 
understand a new skin would form in the 
store, and for home consumption the ap¬ 
pearance would not matter.-—C. K. M. 

Tomatoes, soil for _“ Will it do if I 

use the same soil for my Tomatoes next 
year?” was the question put to me the 
other day. The reply was in the negative 
—first, because some of the plants in ques- 

Go gle 


abundant. The only case of wart disease 
has occurred in a small garden which has 
been in cultivation for a number of years. 
It was duly reported to the Board of 
Agriculture for Scotland. This garden 
has been constantly cropped, and is not 
too favourably situated, being pretty well 
shut in and not getting too much sun. 
There has berti a considerable number of 
cases of wart disease in certain other 
allotment areas in larger Scottish towns, 
but I have not heard of any among the 
allotments in the hurgli of Dumfries, 
which is adjacent to this.—S. Arnott. 

Potato disease prevented by deep plant¬ 
ing. —As a practical gardener my experi¬ 
ence is that if Potatoes are planted deeply 
late blight disease does not affect them. 
It has only occurred when the Potatoes 
ha\’e been planted shallow. It has been 
stated that if seed tubers planted near the 
surface are afterwards covered by soil no 
disease will hurt them, but it is much 
better to plant deeply and prevent disease. 
That, at any rate, has been my experience. 
—A. Newson in Gardeners' Chronicle. 


coloured Lily-like blossoms are borne in 
early autumn. At that time many of the 
summer-flowering occupants of that struc¬ 
ture are past their best, and the Vallota 
Imparts a brightness of colouring which is 
wanting in the early Chrysanthemums. 

There Is more than one form of Vallota 
in culthation, marked ones being the com¬ 
paratively dwarf eximla, ivith particularly 
rounded flowers, and a fine, bold, ricli- 
coloured kind usually met with under the 
name of niagnifica. During the'time of 
the South African war large numbers of 
Vallota bulbs were sent to this country, 
and, being at that period engaged in a 
large trade establishment, I had the hand¬ 
ling of thousands, and flowered several 
hundreds from employed sources. The 
flowers, for the most part, were starry 
compared with those grown in this coun¬ 
try. The first season here some of the 
bulbs flowered in the spring, and, strange 
to say, a few of them had blooms of a 
pleasing salmon-pink shade. Later on, 
however, when they flowered at the nor- 
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mal season, they reverted to the ordinary 
colour. A white variety has been before 
now referred to, but it has never been my 
good fortune to see it. An imported bulb 
said to produce white blossoms once 
came info iny possession, but it perished 
from the attacks of a kind of mite before 
I could induce It to flower. As far as my 
experience extends these mites are very 
prevalent in imported bulbs. 

Couture.— In the cultivation of the 
Vallota it should be borne in mind that, 
provided the roots are in good condition, 
the bulbs will remain for years without 
repotting. Even should the bulbs be push¬ 
ing one another almost out of the pot they 
will flower all the better, provided' the 
general treatment is suitable. It is essen¬ 
tial to remember that, like its ally the 
Nerine, the plant grows through the 
winter, hence it needs a good, light posi¬ 
tion in the greenhouse and a moderate 
supply of water at that time. In summer, 
when dormant, it must be kept nearly dry. 
Some years ago a very pretty hybrid was 
raised between this Vallota and Cyrtnn- 
thus sanguineus, at that time known as 
Gastronema sanguinea. Shown by the late 
Sir Trevor Lawrence it was given a first- 
class certificate under the name of Gastro¬ 
nema hybrida. Other raisers successfully 
made the same cross, and under the above 
name, or that of Vallota hybrida, it was 
then widely distributed, but appears to 
have almost, If not quite, dropped out of 
cultivation, though it still occurs in the 
Kew Hand List. W. T. 


VOTES AND REPLIES. 

The selection of cuttings. —The notes 
that have appeared in Gardening on pro- 
]>agating Aubrietias from cuttings serve to 
Iioint out that a great deal depends upon 
the selection of suitable cuttings. It is by 
no means uncommon to see cuttings of 
Violas made of flic flowering shoots, and 
the result is, of course, failure. If, in¬ 
stead of doing this, a few plants in n re¬ 
serve part of the garden are cut over 
towards tho latter part of the summer 
young shoots will be freely produced. 
Then, if some flue sandy soil is worked 
among them and they are kept watered 
through a moderately line rose these shoots 
will quickly root at the base and thus form 
little plants before they are separated from 
the jiarent. The different forms of Lobelia 
speciosa may also be readily pro pa gated in 
the same way, and plants so obtained will 
give more satisfaction than dividing or at¬ 
tempting to winter old plants in an entire 
state. Tire propagation of Begonia Gloire 
de Lorraine furnishes a good illustration 
of the difference between suitable and un¬ 
suitable cuttings. The points of the 
flowering shoots will root, but they never 
form satisfactory specimens, while the 
basal shoots or even leaves will grow well. 
I found tills the case many years before 
the advent of Gloire de Lorraine in the 
case of a very pretty hybrid named Moon¬ 
light, with creamy flowers, raised by the 
late Colonel Trevor Clarke, of Daventry.— 
IV. T. 

Fuchsias from seeds.— Although the 
garden varieties of Fuchsias are so 
numerous, theie is always especial interest 
attached to the raising of seedlings. The 
seeds may be obtained by systematic cross¬ 
ing, in which case some definite results 
may be looked forward to. On the ottier 
hand, seeds produced by self-fertilised 
(lowers or by the pollen from neighbouring 
plants will often yield a great variety. 
It is now too late to carry out artificial 
fertilisation, but it will frequently be ob¬ 
served that some of the plants are carry¬ 
ing a number of small Cherry-like fruits, 
which turn deep purple when ripe. On 


cutting these open a few fertile seeds may 
be detected therein, but not invariably so, 
as I have found that some varieties, how¬ 
ever they have been treated, will not pro¬ 
duce a single good seed. By cutting the 
berry open with a i>enkiiife the true seeds 
can readily be detected from the chaff. 
These latter, as a rule, greatly predomi¬ 
nate; indeed, if any true seeds a re to be 
found they are often limited to two or 
three. If these seeds are kept until the 
spring and then sown in a warm green¬ 
house, a few of the resultant plants will 
flower towards the end of the summer, 
but they must lx? grown a second year in 
order to prove their value.—K. It. W. 

Hippeastrum reticulatum.— When most 
of the garden varieties of Hippeastrum, 
or Amaryllis, as they are so generally 
termed, are completing their growth, if 
not actually dormant, the blossoms of II. 
reticulatum make their appearance. 
Compared with the better-known kinds, 
they are smaller, but, coming ns they do 
at this period, they are especially wel¬ 
come. There is a certain amount of vari¬ 
ability about them, but, as a rule, the 
ground colour is of a light shade, often 
nearly white, while jt is veined more or 
less heavily with a kind of rosy-purple. 
The leaves have a whitish stripe down 
the centre of each, and. are somewhat 
spreading in character. They are well 
overtopped by the flower-spike, which 
does not, however, attain any great height. 
Some hybrids have at one time or another 
been obtained between this species and the 
garden varieties, but, so far as I know, 
they are not in general cultivation. Soon 
after the blossoms of H. reticulatum arc 
over the deep red ones of II. aulicum put 
in an appearance. This is a strong 
grower, with tho segments of the flowers 
much pointed. But for this character, it 
would, no doubt, have been far more em¬ 
ployed by the hybridist than it has.— 
W. T. 

Strobilanthes Dyerianus.— Stove plants 
are not receiving the attention given them 
before the war, lmt there are some which, 
being hardier, or more accommodating 
than others, yet retain their places. 
Among these is Strobilanthes Dyerianus, 
which I had almost forgotten until I saw 
it lately in a Midlothian garden. Easily 
propagated from cuttings, and equally 
easily managed, this fine-follaged plant is 
not without value at tho present time, 
when the stove is denuded of more deli¬ 
cate and exacting subjects. S. Dyerianus 
is, however, very subject to thrips, and if 
not occasionally vaporised these minute 
insects soon ruin the plants—W. McG. 

Zonal Pelargoniums _If not already- 

done, tliose should be taken in and 
arranged in a nice light, airy house where 
heat can be turned on if needed. Water¬ 
ing for a time must be carefully done, or 
until tho plants become inured to their 
new quarters. A little Clay’s fertiliser 
mixed with an equal quantity of fine soil 
may then with advantage be sprinkled on 
the surface of the soil in eat+i pot and be 
watered in. This may be repeated every 
ten days until the blooms are about to 
open. If available, a batch of cuttings 
should be taken now and inserted singly’ 
in thumb pots. These when struck, if 
potted on and grown in a greenhouse, will 
come in for flowering in spring.—H. N. 

Plumbago capensis.— The delicate pale- 
blue flowers of this are always admired, 
and a mass of the trusses is a handsome 
sight. The plant here is trained to the 
Wall of a cool greenhouse, only sufficient 
heat being used in winter and spring to 
keep out frost. When the flowering is 
finished the plant will be cut back, allowed 
to rest, and come away as it wills for next 
year.—C. T., Ampthil'l Park Gardens. 
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FERNS. 

GREENHOUSE FERNS. 

The most popular Fern is undoubtedly the 
Maiden-hair, and, although in recent years 
rivals have appeared, it has never been de- 
posed from the high place it has occupied 
for so many years, both for room and con¬ 
servatory decoration and for supplying 
foliage for wreaths and bouquets. It is a 
pity it is constitutionally unfit for a per¬ 
manent residence in the dwelling. It will 
do very well for one season, but the second 
year generally finds it in a debilitated con¬ 
dition. This arises from the fact that in 
a cool temperature the old fronds die away 
early in the year, and for a time the 
crowns, being bare, there is nothing to 
draw up the sap, so that the least error in 
treatment, such as giving too much water, 
will inflict an injury from which the plants 
do not recover. With ordinary greenhouse 
treatment this Fern succeeds well, hut 
unless the temperature is maintained 
through the winter at 50 degs. to 55 dogs, 
the fronds turn brown and die away early 
in the year, so that where a supply of 
fronds for cutting is required the plant 
must be kept gently moving. There must 
be enough stimulus to promote the forma¬ 
tion and development of new growths and 
maintain activity of the fronds. Under 
these conditions the Maiden-hair never 
comes into a state of complete rest. As a 
fact, market growers who must without a 
break maintain a constant supply of nice 
fresh fronds do not rely upon one set of 
plants to do so. They are constantly re¬ 
potting up to mid-autumn, the later-potted 
plants furnishing good fronds in early 
spring. Tlie 

1’tebis family is, of course, indis¬ 
pensable. The typical form is a very free- 
growing Fern, and easily managed by 
amateurs who may not have had much ex¬ 
perience in the culture of this class of 
plant. The crested and lasselled varie¬ 
ties of it are deservedly popular, and are 
largely grown by the London market men. 

CvuTOMic.M falc.vtum is very enduring, 
and is less affected by want of moisture 
than any other Fern, although the Stag’s- 
horn Fern (Platycerium alcieorne) runs it 
hard in this respect. This latter is very 
little known to amateurs generally, but, 
apart from its quaint and distinct appear¬ 
ance, quite unlike all other Ferns, it has 
powers of endurance whieli fit it in an ex¬ 
ceptional manner for a lengthened resi¬ 
dence in a constantly-heated apartment. 

Davallias have not become so popular 
with amateurs .as they deserve to he. 
They have stiff, finely-divided foliage, and 
when in good health the rhizomes travel 
freely, and will in the case of well-estab¬ 
lished plants cover the sides of the pots. 
They need rather more care in lotting than 
tlie majority of Ferns, pent with a little 
leaf-soil and a sprinkling of loam suits 
them best. In a close soil they are not 
happy. They are admirably suited for 
baskets, the sides of which they will in 
time drape with foliage. When grown in • 
pots, the compost should be raised a little 
above the rim of the jot, which allows the 
rhizomes to travel down tlie sides and 
gives tlie drainage which they need. The 
best kinds are bullata and canarieusis, and 
I strongly advise your readers who are 
fond of Ferns to give them a trial, as they 
are distinct from the kinds commonly 
grown. J. Cor is hill. 

Index and Binding: Cases for completed 

Volume.— The I,ula: to Volume XXXVIII. of GARDES- 
INa Illustrated is now rfady (price 3d., ;wrt fret 3\d.l 
The Binding Cate for the tame volume it also available 
(price I,. 6d., bp post Is. Pd.J, The Index and Hindi no 
Case can be obtained from any newsesgeed, or from the 
Publisher, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London. 1P.C. 1. If 
ordered together, the price of the Index and Binding Case it 
It.podfru. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

THE STYRAXES. 

The genus Sty rax is composed of several 
species of small trees anil shrubs of 
Asiatic, European, and North American 
origin. The majority of the introduced 
species may be cultivated out-of-doors in 
the warmer parts of the country, while 
one or two succeed in all but the coldest 
districts. The transplanting of large 
specimens is attended with some consider¬ 
able risk. Eight loamy soil to which has 
been added a little peat is suitable for 
their culture. .Serais form the best means 
of increase, and the young plants should 
be kept in pots until they can he given 
permanent quarters. The jiosition allotted 
to the various kinds of Sty rax should he 
sheltered from cold winds. 

S. americanum, closely resembling S. 
japonicum in general appearance, grows 
into a large-sized bush and bears small, 


from the leaf-axils. The petals are white 
and the stamens golden. In 

S. Otussi.v the foliage is very striking, 
as well-developed leaves may range from 
(i inches to 8 inches across, the shape 
being nearly round and the margins 
toothed. The white and fragrant flowers 
are borne in good-sized racemes in June. 

S. officinale is found in southern 
Europe and Asia Minor. The flowers are 
white and fragrant, borne in small, loose 
clusters from axillary and terminal buds. 


TREES AND SHRUBS FOR TOWN 
PLANTING. 

I was glad to road the recommendation by 
“ E. I!. S.” (lingo ;>"-!) of the Gingko ns a 
town tree. Admirable use of it has been 
made in Washington, the most beautifully 
planned and planted modern city I have 
over been in. Some of the wide streets 
have a row of Gingkos down each side. 
But the Gingko is not a tree for every 


in Hyde Park, would soon become un¬ 
healthy and unsightly if they were not 
renewed annually. Nevertheless, there 
are two evergreen shrubs which stand the 
heat, drought, and cool-smoke of London, 
namely, Olearia Haastl and Fatsia 
japonlea. Having been concerned in past 
years with the management of a square- 
garden in London, I can speak with con¬ 
fidence about these, which thrive under 
conditions fatal to the common Ivy. 
Among deciduous shrubs there is none 
which is more satisfactory than Hibiscus 
syriacus, of which there are two or three 
One specimens in a forecourt at .the east 
end of Cheync Walk, Chelsea. 

Monreit / i . Herbert Maxwell. 


Viburnum rhytidophyllum. — An ever¬ 
green, this, In or out of flower or in fruit 
is, from January to December, a great at¬ 
traction. Hardy and distinct from ail in 
its handsome foliage, it holds high place 
among the best evergreen shrubs, and for 





Styrax japonicum. Gravetye. 


axillary clusters of white flowers with 
golden stamens. 

S. IIemsi.evaxum.— This new and showy 
species was first recorded by Dr. Henry, 
from Szechuan and Hupeli, in 1888, but it 
was not until some ten or twelve years 
later that seeds were received in tills 
country, Mr. Wilson being successful in 
forwarding them from Central China. 
It lirst flowered in the Coornbe Wood 
Nursery in lactl. In a wild state it is 
said to attain a height of 30 feet, and to 
be conspicuous by reason of its white 
bark. The white flowers occur from 
eight to twenty together, in branched in¬ 
florescences, from both terminal and axil¬ 
lary buds. The Individual flowers aver¬ 
age about an inch in diameter, and a plant 
in good bloom is very effective. 

S. japonicum is found in both China and 
Japan. Under natural conditions it is 
said to attain a height of from 30 feet to 
40 feet, and in favoured parts of England 
that height may eventually be attained. 
The pendulous flowers are borne in June, 
on long, slender stalks, iu loose clusters 
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towm. It will not stand exposure to sea i 
winds, and it requires plenty of sunshine 
to ripen its wood. In such towns as Salis¬ 
bury, Winchester, Dorchester, Canterbury,, 
and the like, it. would lie perfectly at 
home, but it would he a hoiieless enter¬ 
prise to" plaut it in Carlisle, Edinburgh, 
or Manchester. It endures coal smoke 
fairly well, witness the large, though de¬ 
bilitated, specimen alongside the brewery 
in the main street of malodorous Brent¬ 
ford. 

The Gingko commands our reverence ns 
a survival from a bygone world. It has 
not been found by any collector in a wild 
state, and seems to owe its survival to ttie 
practice of planting it near temples in 
China and Japan. The extreme antiquity 
of this tree, the solitary species of its 
genus, is attested by fossil remains. 
Leaves and cones have been found in I’er- 
mian beds in the Island of Mull. 

“ E. 13. S." says, truly enough, that 
evergreen shrubs are not, as a rule, suit¬ 
able for town planting. The Rhododen¬ 
drons, which make such a brave display 


this reason should he given a prominent 
place in all good collections. Lacking the 
flower beauty which renders the bes.l de¬ 
ciduous kinds—plicatum tomentosum, and 
Mnrlesi— so effective in early summer, 
there, is compensation for this when, in 
September, the plant is aglow with its 
great clusters of black and scarlet fruits. 
Forming a free bush, which in large-estab¬ 
lished examples may be f> feet or 8 feet 
across, it is a mistake to train this hand¬ 
some subject against a wall where the 
half of its beauty would not be realized. 
Far bettor that it were planted in hold 
groups with such associates as the white 
or orange flowered Eremuri for early sum¬ 
mer display, or that fine garden Lily, 
Lillum Henryi, at its best iu August and 
September.—E. H. Jenkins. 


"The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds.’’- -New Edition, ltth, revised, with descriptions 
0 / all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium bin, 15s.: 
post free, 15s. Gd. 0/ alt Booksellers or from the office 
of Gardening Illustrated, G3, Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
Loudon, IV.C. t. 
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hurry them, preferring to have good, 
healthy plants. There are always some in¬ 
different forms which are discarded if they 
have not improved in the second season of 
blooming. These Kniphofias do all right 
when young with the ordinary treatment 
given to seedlings of other hardy flowers, 
except that I keep them under a cold 
frame the first winter. In a mixed packet 
good shades of yellow and scarlet will ap¬ 
pear. 

Aster diffuses horizontal!s. —Having 
seen this praised in Gardening by writers 
who seem to have had long experience of 
hardy flowers I have therefore given it a 
trial. They, wisely, did not claim that it 
was showy or large-flowered. It is neither, 
hut it is pretty all the same. It has a com¬ 
bination of good qualities for those who 
admire the small-flowered Starworts. Its 
lateness is a valuable asset. It has been 
claimed for it that in favourable seasons 
it is still in bloom at Christmas. I have 
proved this to be the ease. The plant 
grows into a densely-arranged bush of 
small, dark, wiry stems, which bear a 
multitude of little flowers, white with red 
centres, which look well scattered along 
the horizontal branches. A plant lifted in¬ 
tact, put into a pot, and brought into the 
house, is pleasing, and cut sprays are very 
pretty. 

Cyclamen Neapolitan cm. — I have a 
charming group of the white and rose 
varieties. Then, before the flowers pass 
fully away, the marbled and zoned leaves 
begin to unfold. I am not fond of varie¬ 
gated-leaved plants, as a whole, but this is 
one of Nature’s own designs and not a 
■' freak ” or “ sport,” and is much prettier 
than any of these monstrosities which some 
admire. 1 find C. neapolitanum likes a 
I ttle shade, some shelter from rude winds 
'though it seems to cower close to the 
ground and thus protect itself), and a por¬ 
tion of broken lime in the soil. Some use 
peat, but leaf-mould or even a sandy loam 
will do very well for this gem. 

Phloxes. —I was in a garden the other 
day where a number of Phloxes are grown, 
anil was much astonished to find such a 
la rge proportion of foreign-raised varieties. 
Some of these are very line, but I do not 
think many of these have the refinement 
of truss and spike we see among those 
raised in this country. Tapis Plane, for 
example, is not so good In the garden tis 
Mrs. Jenkins, probably our host white as 
yet, old though it is. 

An Amateur of Hardy Flowers. 


LILIES OF TIIE VALLEY FOR THE 
WILD GARDEN. 

I consider that either that known ns Vic¬ 
toria and tlic so-called I’erlin variety so 
much in vogue in normal times for forcing 
are the better of these for the above-named 
purpose. The first has the finer spikes, 
tlie latter, which is none other than the 
form known to gardeners as Oonvallnria 
majnlls latlfolin, the purer white flowers. 
Victoria I have never grown on the let- 
alone system, as, being grown for cutting, 
its chances of fruiting were, naturally, 
remote. From the fruiting standlioint 
when naturalised I can say nothing. The 
other form, however, does fruit well, and 
this year it has been quite notable. A 
point of importance is the length of time 
the rich scarlet fruits arc retained. A con¬ 
dition necessary to free-fruiting is that of 
singling out the plants at planting time. 
A mat-rooting subject naturally, it neither 
flowers nor fruits well when overcrowded. 
Singling also promotes a maximum of 
vigour. In cool, moderately enriched soil 
the crowns a foot apart, the rows 15 inches, 
the spikes will reach the last-named 
height two years after forcing, with 


OUTDOOR PLANTS, 

THE MOUNTAIN CLEMATIS UP A 
PINE-TREE. 

No regular training of a hardy climber is 
surely so good as that of the great earth- 
mother who trained climbers to go up 
trees, big and little. I tied the stents 
with a withy round the bole and forgot 


example, in early summer, but prefer to 
have it in autumn. So it is with the Kni- 
phofias, which are appreciated in the 
autumn. So far as I have seen, I think 
none of the early ones so fine as the later- 
blooming sorts. Take, for example, that 
grand Torch Lily, Knipliofia nobilis. I saw 
a grand clump of it the other day in a 
garden which had little hut the common¬ 
place in it. The Kniphoiia redeemed it 


The Mountain Clematis on Corsican Pine. Gravetyc, May. 


them for some years, by which time.they 
found their way up and hung down, in 
rores. No need to say I leave the pruning 
to the same mother. W. 


AMONG THE HARDY FLOWERS. 
KNiPHorns.—I am not so anxious ns some 
are to see too many of these in bloom early 
in the year. For my part I like each sea¬ 
son to have its appropriate flowers, and I 
do not welcome a Michaelmas Daisy, for 
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from absolute inanity and gave it a charac¬ 
ter it would not have iwseessed. We arc 
likely to be flooded with too many new 
varieties, such as we may almost, if not 
quite, equal by sowing a packet of seeds. 
I find raising from seed a most satisfactory 
method. It takes a little time and patience, 
of course, but these are well rewarded by 
tlie possession of a goodly number of Torch 
Lilies and the pleasure derived from see¬ 
ing them conte into flower. My seedlings 
mostly bloom the second year, but I do not 
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flowers in proportion. One never gets a 
like vigour from the thickly-massed plants 
in beds, though mueli may be done by 
giving liquid manure in winter and during 
Hie growing season. Doubtless millions of 
tho single crowns used for forcing have in 
file past gone to the fire or rubbish heap, 
which, had they been cared for, would 
have been worth having to-day. A tithe 
of this number naturalised in woodland 
places—preferably the cool or moist ones 
where the plant does best—would have 
made them ail the prettier by their pre¬ 
sence, whether at fruiting time or in 
spring, by their rieli fragrance. October 
is an excellent planting month, though it 
may l>e continued for weeks in open 
weather. E. H. Jenkins. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Planting a bank. —I have a steep bank 
(chalk subsoil) overhanging the source of 
a brook, facing south, and overlooking the 
sea. It is in a deep combe, and so pro¬ 
tected from the prevailing south-west 
wind. At present this hank is covered 
with rough Grass and Brambles. I think 
of clearing out the Brambles, digging holes 
18 inches deep and 18 inches square, filling 
with good soil, and planting bushes and 
trailers—say, Berberis stenophylla , Lord 
Penzance Briers, Clematis rriontana or C. 
Viticella, Honeysuckle, Yitis, and Poly¬ 
gonum baldschuanicum. Can you suggest 
some alternative? Anchusa Dropmore, 
Flag Iris, Polygonum sachalmense, 
Lavatera Olbia seem to do well on banks, 
and I do not think rabbits worry them 
much.—A. 

[The arrangement you suggest would do 
quite well, and by omitting I’olygonum 
sacbalinense, which is likely soon to be¬ 
come a nuisance, all else should do quite 
well. The Flag Irises should be given a 
sunny .spot, and care taken, in planting, 
not to bury the rhizomes, i.e., the big 
fleshy rootstock which appears near the 
sm face. Tull growers like Berber is steno¬ 
phylla and Anchusa should be on the 
higher parts and Polygonum baldschuani- 
cum should not be set near the Berberis or 
it may overrun it to its disadvantage. The 
Tamarisk, Common Savin, and Cotoneaster 
horizontalis might be added to your list if 
space permits. At the same time, over¬ 
much variety in sueli a case often defeats 
tlie object in view. Groups of a selection 
of tlie more distinct are the more effective.] 

Using peat. —I am in a position to ob¬ 
tain peat soil in any quantity. Please 
say if this is any good for mixing witli 
ordinary garden soil (loam on the clayey 
side) with a view next year to growing 
Roses, Carnations, and perennials? 
Please state if the peat should lie mixed 
with present soil or whether it is best to 
replace present soil with tlie peat? If not 
suitable for above purpose, please state 
any perennials or bulbs winch may bo 
grown in peat? Also, in connection with 
above, please state whether the following 
are hardy in this district— i.e., suitable for 
a very wild, exposed situation, nature of 
soil required, time of planting, and sub¬ 
sequent treatment. Do thev require 
sunny position ? Erica alpina, E. carnea, 
E. pygimea, E. cinerea, E. c. alba, E. c. 
coccinea, E. codouodes, and E. stricta?— 
Novice, Flocktnn. 

[Loam on the clayey side should be 
ideal for Roses generally, and for Carna¬ 
tions, too, if grit, sand, and old mortar 
could be added to about one-fourth. Peat 
is not necessary for either of the above, 
though a slight addition for the purpose 
of securing greater porosity would do no 
harm. Of hardy bulbous plants that a 
free addition of peat would suit well may 
lie taken all tlie garden Lilies, English 
and Spanish Irises, Alstrcemerias, Cri- 
nums, tuberous and rhizomatous Ane¬ 
mones, and others. For the Lilies equal 
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parts of each may be used, though such as 
L. Martagon, L. ehalcedonicum, L. um- 
beilatum, L. croeoum, and others do not 
require peat for their successful cultiva¬ 
tion. Few perennials require peat, though 
its use for Iris Krompferi, if the loam is 
on the sticky side, might be an advantage. 
Of the Heaths named Erica arborea, E. 
eodonodes, and E. stricta may suffer in 
your northern district in hard winters, the 
others would be quite hardy. All would 
do in the loamy soil witli peat in equal 
quantity. Sheltered from north and oast 
winds, you may plaint them at almost any 
time—some in shade, others in sun, to. 
secure a Jong season of flowering. The 
present is a good time for planting them.] 

Aster puniceus pulcherrimus. — The 

majority of Stnrworts are indifferent as to 
soil, although, as with other things, the 
better it is the finer the display. The 
giant of the family, Aster puniceus pul- 
eherrimus, is rather more particular, ns 
it is never seen at its best on poor, light 
land, and in very dry seasons it is rather 
disappointing. Given, however, a fairly 
holding soil that is retentive of moisture 
and a damp, late summer one can depend 
on a fine display. A little forma], perhaps, 
owing to its pyramidal habit, there are 
few more acceptable among the tallest of 
the autumn flowers for certain iwsitions 
when it flowers freely and the foliage -is 
well retained. I have it in a corner with 
clumps of A. Novi Belgii, William Mar¬ 
shall, and A. Nova? Anglia 1 , Mrs. J. F. 
Rayncr in front, and it makes one long for 
a form of A. puniceus of the colour of the 
crimson Nova? Anglia 1 . Why is it that more 
red Admiral butterflies are found on this 
crimson Starwort tluin any other variety? 
Is it the colour that attracts them?—E. B. 

The hardy Nymphteas —This has, until 
recently, lieon one of the best seasons for 
Water Lilies in the south-west of Scotland 
that we have ever experienced. The 
Marliae hybrids, in particular, seem to 
have been doing unusually well and plants 
have, in general, given a long and welcome 
•succession of bloom. Of late, however, we 
have experienced bad weather, with much 
rain and but little sun. In consequence, 
the Nymphoeas have not given the same 
pleasure as early in tlie season. It is a 
pity so many people do not adorn their 
ponds with these lovely flowers, which are, 
as a rule, very satisfactory in places where 
the water can bo well warmed up in sum¬ 
mer by the sun.— 8. Ahnott. 

Galtonia candicans —For some time 
now the spikes of G. candicans have been 
attractive. This useful bulbous plant 
might very well be planted more freely 
than it is. It associates well with other 
subjects, notably Lobelia cardinalis, which 
blooms at the same season. G. candicans 
is—in this district, at any rate-—quite 
hardy ; hut the bulbs are apt to deteriorate 
if not lifted and replanted in fresh 
quarters every few years.— Kirk. 

Hollyhocks and the disease.— The best 
plan is not to waste time seeking for a 
remedy, but to uproot all affected plants 
and burn them along with the soil. The 
disease often asserts itself where Holly¬ 
hocks have been allowed to occupy the 
same ground for years and send up 
suckers. The secret of growing Holly¬ 
hocks successfully is to raise plants every 
year from seed, planting them out on 
fresh ground well manured.— Leahuiist. 

Sedum spectabile atropurpureum_I 

have never been able to understand why of 
the two forms of Sedum spectabile any¬ 
one should prefer the type to S. s. atro- 
purpureum. The type always seems to 
me rather washy, while the other is rich 
ill colour, distinct, and striking. One of 
two clumps, the result of division in the 
autumn of 191G, has thirty-eight heads of 
flower—large and small—the largest being 


8 inches across. Studded as it is on bright 
days with butterflies and bees, the plant 
is certainly at present one of the brightest 
things in the garden. I find the best re¬ 
sults are obtained from a deep, fairly 
holding soil.—E. B. 


BEES. 

THE HIVE IN WINTER. 

The concluding operation in bee-keeping 
at this season is to see that the roof can¬ 
not be blown oil by high winds. I have 
called attention to feeding, protection 
against cold and wet, and ventilation. 
Also, I have warned my readers against 
possible pests, giving preventive measures 
for dealing with them. As a precaution 
against food running out unexpectedly, I 
have advised the placing of a cake of 
candy over the hole in the quilt, in a box 
with a glass top. Except for the danger 
of strong winds bees in normal circum¬ 
stances may. therefore, be considered safe 
until early spring. Tlie best and simplest 
plan for securing the roof is that gener¬ 
ally advised of driving a short stake into 
tlie ground on one side of the hive, to which 
stake a strong cord or wire is fastened and 
carried over tlie roof to the other side. 
Here a couple of bricks are slung, dangling 
at least a foot from the ground. An alter¬ 
native method is to place a brick flat on 
the roof on each sloix?, tint against this is 
tlie fact that wet tends to settle beneath 
these bricks. As a fact, I have never had 
to adopt any device to keep the roof ou, 
because my hives are rather protected 
against winds by contiguous bushes. All 
the same, in boisterous weather I make a 
definite practice of visiting my apiary to 
make-certain that all is safe. During the 
winter montlis nothing whatever should be 
done inside the hive*. If they be opened 
from the top the temperature i« obviously 
lowered, and as I pointed out last week. 
Ibis causes unseasonable movement and 
activity among tlie bees, with consequent 
consumption of more food, which might be 
followed by dysentery. Not only are the 
bees weakened in health, but the 'hive is 
thereby fouled by reluctant but compulsory 
discharge of excrement. It is a golden 
rule in bee-keeping to disturb bees as little 
as possible during the winter. Some liee 
masters will even darken the entrance, so 
that a sunny day in winter shall not tempt 
the bees to a flight, thus rousing them to 
ill-timed activity inside, besides exposing 
them outside to the risk of being overtaken 
by cold while flying home, and falling to 
the ground to die. 

There Is an exceptional and great de¬ 
mand for honey this year. Bee-keeiiers 
who do not market their honey in ordinary 
years are being pressed by grocers and 
private purchasers to dispose of their pro¬ 
duce at almost any juice. The food value 
of honey, as well as its undoubted medi¬ 
cinal virtue (for colds, etc.), seeuis to lx? 
much more widely recognised this year. 
My own jiersonal exjjerience pxiints to the 
fact that interest in the cult of the bee is 
becoming more and more extensive for 
these two reasons, of food and medicine. 
Germany, early in the war, advised her 
people to give even more attention to this 
matter, though, as a matter of fact, the 
German Government for many years has 
encouraged the bee industry. Across tlie 
Atlantic in the United States and in tlie 
West Indies honey production is an em¬ 
ployment bringing advantages which ex¬ 
tend far beyond the countries concerned. 
England has much to learn, and it is quite 
time she learned to stimulate her people to 
keep bees, not only to Improve her borne 
food supply, hut also to increase fruit pro¬ 
duction, as lias been so constantly asserted 
in these pages. B. R. H. 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

Is bloom October 2nd. —Buddieia varia- 
bilis magnified, Magnolia g rand i flora, 
Hydrangea paniculate grandiflora, Clero- 
dendron trichotomum, Abclia rupesiris, 
Veronicas (in variety), Myrtles, Fuchsias 
(hardy, in variety), Laurustinus, (leuno¬ 
th us (in variety). Hoses (in variety), 
Calycanthus floridiis, Glioisya ternata, 
Escallonias (in variety), Spiraa confusa, 
Wcigelas, F parti urn junceum, Alihans 
(Hibiscus) (in variety), Lavatera Olbia, 
!,. trimestris, Dcsmodium penduliflorum, 
Genista hirsuta, Cistus (in variety), Cary- 
optcris maslacanthus, Jasminum offici¬ 
nale affine, Hypericums (in variety), Uas- 
sinia fulvida, Ericas (in variety), Menzie- 
siat, Hoses (in variety). Clematis (many 
species and varieties), Tropwolum specio- 
sum, T. tuberosum, Phygelius capensis, 
Romneyas, Michaelmas Daisies (in great 
variety). Pampas Grasses (in variety), 
Artemisia lactiflora, Hemerocallis (in 
variety). Water Lilies. Lobelia cardinalis 
(in variety), Tritomas (in variety), Aga- 
pantlius umbcllatus, Montbretias, Ama¬ 
ryllis belladonna, Eeliinops, Anemone 
japonica (in variety). Plumbago Lar- 
pentw, (Enotheras (in variety), Linum 
arborettm, Pentstemuns (in variety), 
Gannas (in variety). Antirrhinums, East 
IMhian Stocks, Pyrcthrums, Helianthus 
(in variety), Rudbeekios, Ancliusas, 
Heleniums, Hyaeinthus candicans. 
Gladioli (in variety), Myosotis, Tufted 
Pansies (in variety), Colclucum autum- 
nale, Anemone coronaria (in variety). 
Cyclamen liederwfolium, Parochetus 
communis, Mcsemhryanthemums, Ant lie- 
mis Kelicayi, Convolvulus mauritanicus, 
Linarias (in variety), alpine Veronicas, 
Dianthus (in variety), alpine. Phloxes, 
Hutchinsia alpina, Androsace lanuginosa, 
JEthionemas (in variety), Potentillas, 
Gypsophilas, Lithospermums, Ourisia coc- 
cinea, Prunella Webbiana rosea, Ha- 
mondia pyrenaiea, Mazus Pumilio, Ocums 
(in variety), Arnebia echioldes, Erigerons 
(in variety), Anchusa myosotidi flora, 
Stalice (in variety). Bergamot. Scabiosa 
(in variety). Scdum spcctabilc (in variety), 
Hednm Hieboldi, Salvias (in variety), 
annual Delphiniums, Cosmos, carly- 
floKering Clirysa n t h cm uni s. 

The week’s work.— Owing to the fine 
weather of the past fortnight many plants 
in the flower holders are producing the 
finest display of the season, the many 
varieties of Michaelmas Daisies being note¬ 
worthy. Michaelmas Daisies are especi¬ 
ally valuable for cutting, the flowers 
affording great variety of both colour and 
form. The plants are easily grown, and 
they may lie planted at the hack of the 
herbaceous border or in the front of shrub¬ 
beries; indeed, their varying heights 
render them suitable for almost all posi¬ 
tions. The dwarf kinds of the Amelins 
section are particularly fine when massed. 
Now that the autumn-flowering Chrysan¬ 
themums arc at their best, notes should lie 
made of the most useful varieties as a 
guide to propagation next spring. It is 
impossible to overrate the value of Mont¬ 
bretias for late summer and autumn. 
Some late-blooming varieties even extend 
the flowering season well into October. 
Montbretia Prometheus began to flower 
here the third week in August, and at the 
time of writing is still quite bright. Its 
branching habit and lateral growth make 
this a most valuable plant for autumn. 
It will soon be time to take up Montbre¬ 
tias and store in boxes or frames for the 
winter. Do not dry them off, but allow 
them to grow. Divide them in February, 
again planting in boxes or frames. They 
may be planted outside in April. 1 find 
they do best on partially-shaded borders. 

Frost may occur at any time now r with¬ 
out much warning, and tender plants used 
for summer display in beds and borders, 
and required for use another season, 
should not be allowed to remain in the 
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open longer than is necessary. Standard 
and pyramidal plants are too valuable to 
risk losing from frost, and should be lilted 
carefully and potted without delay. They 
should be placed in a cool house and 
watered sparingly during the winter. 

The planting of Wallflowers, Myosotis, 
and other biennials should he carried out 
as soon as.possible. The ground is still 
warm, and the plants will quickly re¬ 
establish themselves, whereas, if planting 
is left till late in the autumn, the frost 
finds the ground soft and unsettled, and 
the plants tender, so that many are killed. 
Dry weather is preferable for planting, as 
treading on freshly-dug ground while in a 
wet, sticky condition does a great deal of 
harm. The present is a good time to pro¬ 
pagate all summer - leafing shrubs from 
cuttings of the current year’s growth. 
Make the cuttings about 9 inches long, 
and insert them in the soil of a fairly- 
sheltered border about two-thirds of their 
length, making the soil very firm around 
the base of the cuttings. Forsythias, 
Philadelphus, Weigelas, Ribes, Dog¬ 
woods, the various Spiraeas, Loniceras, 
Viburnums, and many others root readily, 
and make nice plants in one year. 

F. W. Galloi-. 

Lilford Hall Gardens, Oundlc, Horthants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Early Peach-housc. —The foliage being 
ripe, its fall may be hastened, if neces¬ 
sary, by brushing it with a few twigs 
taken from a Birch broom from the base 
of the tree in an upward and outward 
direction after the fruits are off. The 
pruning and cleaning of the trees and 
structure can then be done as opportuni¬ 
ties offer or in wet weather. If the old 
bearing wood was, as far as it was pos¬ 
sible to do so, cut out after the fruit was 
gathered, pruning will lie an easy matter, 
"all that is necessary being to thin and 
regulate the young hearing wood, leaving 
this so that it will, when tied in, stand not 
less than 4 inches apart in all parts of 
the trees. If red-spider has been trouble¬ 
some during the past summer dress the 
trees with Gishurst compound or some 
other insecticide after the washing down 
of the house and before refastening them 
to the trellis. The tying can also be done, 
now labour is so scarce, whenever it may¬ 
be convenient, and the same with regard 
to the taking away of the worn out and 
inert surface-soil and replacing it with 
new compost. See that the border lias not 
become dry, or bud-dropping will most 
surely result later on. 

Late Potatoes. —The crops have now 
reached that stage when they are best 
lifted and stored, as no good will follow- 
leaving them in the ground any longer. 
Fine weather, should be chosen, if pos¬ 
sible, for lifting, and if it appears likely 
to remain dry throughout the day, dig¬ 
ging may continue alltlie morning, which 
will allow of the tubers liecoming nice and 
dry before they are picked up and taken 
away to be stored. If the tubers have not 
lifted clean, the soil adhering to them 
should he rubbed off when picking them 
up. The ware should have attention 
first, then the seeds. The chats may be 
left until lifting is finished. If a proper 
store containing bins w r ith lattice-work 
bottoms to them is not in existence, the 
best must be made of such conveniences 
as may exist, whether it may he a shed, 
loft, disused stable, etc., or, failing such 
places, clamping the tubers outdoors, 
either on the ground where grown or near 
the garden premises. 

Carrots —The main crops should now 
be lifted and stored. The lifting should 
be carefully done, so that the roots are 
injured as little as possible. To do so in 
a proper manner with regard to the long- 
rooted sorts, it is necessary to open a 
trench at one end of the plot and then 
they can be lifted with ease. A long, 
narrow- spade, such as is used for drain¬ 
ing is a very good tool for lifting both 


Carrots and Parsnips with. Until all are 
out of the ground they can be thrown into 
heaps. Then sort them out, putting the 
more perfect of the roots on one side for 
storing for winter and spring supply, and 
those which may perhaps lie forked or not 
of such good quality in a convenient place 
for present use. Carrots keep best when 
clamped like Potatoes, hut if a good root- 
store is provided, it saves time and labour 
to put them therein. They should then 
be placed in layers with sand or fine soil 
in a fairly dry condition between them. 
Too groat a quantity should not be put 
together in case the roots become heated. 

Beetroot. —If full grown, these should 
also be lifted very carefully, as great de¬ 
terioration ensues if the roots are broken 
and roughly handled. Like Carrots, they 
keep much better either clamped of stood 
upright in a trench with the majority of 
their leaves on them and covered with 
sufficient soil to reach just above the 
crowns. A border under a north wall is a 
suitable place for this method of storing. 
Treated in this way they are quite sate 
from the effects of frost, or if any doubt 
is felt a covering of straw or Bracken can 
lie quickly applied when sharp frost 
threatens. Beet, it may he mentioned, is 
not so tender as many suppose, evidence 
of which was supplied by the roots exhi¬ 
bited from Wisley last spring and which 
had stood out all the winter. If it is pre¬ 
ferred to put the roots straight into the 
store they should lie treated in every re¬ 
spect the same as Carrots. 

Red Cabbage —Plants to afford hearts 
for pickling or otherwise next year should 
he got out now, planting them in rows 
4 feet apart and 18 inches asunder in the 
rows. Until they get a good start a sharp 
look out must be kept for slugs. Hearts 
now ready for use on plants set out last 
spring should lie cut and utilised before 
they split and lieeome useless, or other¬ 
wise lift the plants and stand them close 
together in an open shed; they will then 
keep for some time in good condition. 
Many people prefer the hearts cooked and 
served like ordinary Cabbage. 

Lifting. —This should be undertaken 
so soon as the foliage is mature and 
shows signs of this by the older leaves 
beginning to change colour. When once 
started, the lifting of a tree should be 
pushed on so that the roots be exposed 
to the air for as short a period as pos¬ 
sible. A good-sized ball should lie pre¬ 
served intact, and care taken to see that 
it is unseated. If this is omitted, roots 
that go straight down into the subsoil and 
which are the source in nine cases out of 
ten of trees being unfruitful and subject 
to other complaints, would lie missed, and 
the trouble remain unmitigated. After 
replanting, whether on the same or some 
other site, give a thorough watering, 
which settles and solidifies the soil about 
the roots, eto., more effectually than by 
the adoption of any other methods. Ail 
trees so dealt with should he mulched 
afterwards. 

Propagating _Cuttings of Violas in 

variety should now lie taken and dibbled 
into a frame or pit containing a bed of 
properly prepared soil. Cuttings of 
Gazania splendens and Pentstemons 
should also be taken and treated in the 
same way, and the same with regard to 
Phloxes if a good number of them is re¬ 
quired, otherwise they may be struck in 
pots or pans. Agathfea coelestis is 
another plant which, if a good number of 
plants is wanted, may lie propagated in a 
similar manner to Calceolarias, which 
should now have attention if a start has 
not already been made with them. 

Gloxinias, etc. —The pots of these, also 
of Achimenes and tuberous Begonias, 
should he placed in a cold pit and water 
gradually withheld as the foliage and tops 
die down. Here they will he perfectly 
safe for a few weeks. 

Caladiums. —The beauty of these now 
heing past, the pots should lie stood either 
in a greenhouse or pit whiejh can lie kept 
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slightly warm and allowed to go gradu¬ 
ally to rest, lessening the supplies of 
water as the foliage ripens and dies away. 

Carnations _Plants of the Perpetual- 

flowering varieties which have been stand¬ 
ing out all the summer should be housed 
after doing whatever may be necessary in 
the way of staking, tying, and affording, 
if required, a top-dressing of soil contain¬ 
ing a fair quantity of Carnation manure. 
If the layers of border varieties are well 
rooted they may be severed from the 
parent plants and potted into 60-sized 
pots, standing them in a cold-frame or pit 
to remain there until the time comes round 
for planting them in their permanent posi¬ 
tions in the spring. Where they winter 
well outdoors, it is unnecessary to go to 
all this trouble, as the layers can be 
limited now where they are required to 
doom after the beds or borders have been 
duly prepared. 

Pinks. —Where propagation was at¬ 
tended to as advised, the plants are now 
sufficiently rooted to admit of their being 
lifted and transferred to borders and beds 
or to form permanent edgings to beds 
filled with Roses or other subjects, where, 
if all goes well, they will in due course 
make a charming display. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Peaches and Nectarines _The whole of 

the crop having been gathered, the trees 
will he cleared of all wood that has borne 
fruit, and superfluous side growths short¬ 
ened to the basal buds, afterwards giving 
the trees a thorough washing with a weak 
solution of Gishurst compound. All 
mulching materials will l>e removed so 
that the sun may the better warm the 
borders. Point over the surface-soil with 
a fork, and if too dry give a good soaking 
of water, which will suffice for some time 
to come. 

Planting fruit-trees _Where this is 

contemplated, advantage should lie taken 
of fine weather to prepare the ground. In 
fresh ground, especially if it be heavy, 
efficient drainage should he the first con¬ 
sideration. In the case of light soils rest¬ 
ing on chalk or gravel, artificial draining 
is unnecessary, hut a layer of rough lime- 
rubble should be placed under each tree at 
a depth of 18 inches or 2 feet. The 
ground should Ire dug deeply, and if it is 
of a heavy nature a liberal quantity of 
sand, lime-rubble, road scrapings, wood 
ashes, etc., should be incorporated with it 
as the digging proceeds. If the soil is 
poor a quantity of good loam should be 
added to these materials, but no manure 
should be used except for such fruits as 
Raspberries, Gooseberries, and Currants. 
If young trees are to be planted to re¬ 
place useless or worn-out specimens, the 
old soil should l>c removed entirely and 
replaced with fresh compost consisting of 
loam, lime-rubble, soot, and wood ashes. 
For stone fruits a little more calcareous 
matter may he added. If possible, the 
materials should Ire mixed ready and Ire 
protected from heavy rains until required 
for use. 

Apples. —With the exception of a few- 
very late varieties, these have been' 
gathered and stored. Apples generally 
aro very plentiful and above the average 
in size this season. It is a good plan to 
make a note of those varieties that crop 
regularly in a particular garden, as this 
will ho a guide when planting fresh trees. 

Winter-flowering Carnations are afforded 
all the light and air possible. A tem¬ 
perature of 50 degs. is maintained at 
night. The earlier hatches are developing 
plenty of flower-buds and arc occasionally 
given clear soot-water and a slight top¬ 
dressing of an approved artificial fertiliser 
once a fortnight. The young plants of 
Malmaison Carnations are ready for re¬ 
potting into 6-inch pots. The pots must 
be clean and dry and be well drained. 
The potting compost consists chiefly of 


good loam, adding a little old mortar 
rubble, broken charcoal, and silver sand. 
After potting, the plants are stood as near 
to the roof glass as convenient, with as 
much ventilation as possible when the 
weather is fine. Throughout the winter 
the plants are kept slightly on the dry 
side, guarding against excessive dryness. 

Calanthes are finishing their growth. 
Well-ripened bulbs are essential to the 
formation of strong flower-spikes and fine 
blooms. The plants are, therefore, placed 
near the roof-glass and given as much 
space as possible, so that the foliage may 
not shade the bulbs. A brisk temperature 
is maintained in the house, with a good 
circulation of air. They require plenty of 
water at the roots until the foliage begins 
to decay, when the supply will be gradu¬ 
ally decreased. 

Tomatoes. —Owing to the dull, wet 
weather we are again experiencing, Toma¬ 
toes in the open air are not ripening. 
Under the circumstances, I have cut off 
the plants at their base with their fruits 
attached and suspended them full length 
in the vineries, as by this means they will 
retain their plumpness much better than 
if cut off individually or in clusters, and 
the supply will be kept up for some con¬ 
siderable time. 

Celory. —Late plantations of Celery 
will now require eartliing-up. If the bed 
is dry, a good soaking of clear water should 
be applied a day or two before the earth- 
iug-up is done. All side growths and 
rough leaves should he removed before the 
plants are tied. After the soil has been 
piled round the plants the ties can be re¬ 
moved and used again. Frequont applica¬ 
tions of soot will be effectual in keeping 
off Celery-flv. The Celery will take about 
six weeks to blanch, or a little longer in 
the ease of the latest crops whoso stems 
have lieen exposed to the weather and be¬ 
come hard. Too much soil should not be 
placed about the plants at one time, as 
this is apt to check them. 

Ccleriac. —This crop has made excellent 
growth during the past six weeks, and the 
roots had better he lifted at the first sign 
of severe frost. Trim off the foliage and 
store the roots either in sand or ashes in 
a place secure from frost. 

Late Leeks that were planted in holes 
bored in well-prepared ground have done 
exceptionally well, and little attention be- 
vond an occasional hoeing of the soil lias 
been necessary. Watering with farmyard 
manure will assist the stems to swell and 
improve the quality of the Leeks. 

Carrots and Turnips.— Young plants of 
Carrots and Turnips raised from the late 
sowings are looking clean and healthy. 
They may Ik; expected to continue growing 
for another three weeks or so. Loosen 
tlie surface-soil frequently, and keep the 
ground free from weeds in order to give 
these young crops the ljest chance pos¬ 
sible. The same remarks apply to the 
August-sown Onions, which appear to be 
doing unusually well. 

Seakale _A small batch of plants will 

now have their lower leaves removed to 
allow light and air to reach the crowns, 
so that by the end of the month they may 
lie ready for placing in the Mushroom- 
house. 

Globe Artichokes. —The ground between 
these plants may lie dug now, and all un¬ 
necessary foliage removed. In districts 
where Globe Artichokes are liable to lie 
injured hv frost a sufficient number of 
stocky suckers may be enreful]y removed 
from the plants and potted into 7-inch 
pots to bo wintered near to the glass in n 
cool pit, which should be freely ventilated. 
Such suckers, if planted in a well-prepared 
bed in the open in March or April, may 
he expected to afford supplies in Juno or 
July. 

Endive. —Continue to blanch Endive as 
required. All late sowings should now be 
lifted and planted in frames, allowing 
sufficient space for the growth to develop 


properly. The latest sowings of Lettuce 
in the open should be treated similarly. 

F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Housing Chrysanthemums _The time is 

again at hand when the bulk of the Chrys¬ 
anthemums must be got into their flower¬ 
ing quarters. In the days when the 
flowers were wanted for early exhibitions 
it was customary to house tlie plants 
round about September 26tli. This date 
was very suitable for the time at which 
blooms were desired, and while, in tlie 
absence of exhibitions, a little latitude 
may be allowed, still, for general pur¬ 
poses, the time indicated is a very suitable 
one. Such plants as may yet be grown 
for large blooms will then be developing 
their buds rapidly, and rain will certainly 
do damage, so that housing is better 
attended to before any mischief is done. 
Prior to housing, the structure which is 
to be occupied by Chrysanthemums must 
be cleaned. Wash down, therefore, all 
glass and woodwork, and if roof plants are 
too obtrusive, have them well thinned out. 
No doubt, tins preparation absorbs a good 
deal of time, lnit it is had policy to fill 
dirty houses with plants which have taken 
a season to grow. When cleaning is done, 
take the plants themselves in hand. All 
withered, decayed or decaying foliage 
should be removed. Spindly root-growths 
which may hitherto have been overlooked 
ought to be excised. Attend to any tying 
which may Ire necessary, and regulate the 
stakes as may be required. Regarding 
tlie last, a fairly approximate idea will lie 
had by this time of the stature to which 
individual plants may ho expected to 
attain, and the stakes may, therefore, be 
cut to the required length. Nothing de¬ 
tracts from the display of Chrysanthe¬ 
mums more than stakes rising above the 
blooms. The pots ought to be thoroughly 
scrubbed and the bottoms inspected fur 
possible snails or slugs. When staging is 
completed and the house washed out, it is 
advisable to run a brisk heat through the 
pipes, which, combined with free ventila¬ 
tion, will dry up superfluous moisture. 
When this is done, tlie house may with 
advantage he lightly vaporised on a couple 
of successive evenings. When this course 
is followed another similar vaporising in 
about fourteen days will go far to keep the 
plants free from green-fly throughout their 
flowering-time. 

Plant-houses generally at this time wiH 
require a look over. Many permanent 
plants must find other quarters during the 
Chrysanthemum season, and it follows 
that rearrangement must take place. It 
is, as every plant-grower knows, difficult 
to avoid congestion at this time, and to 
minimise this duplicate plants of easily 
propagated subjects ought to he discarded. 
Unhealthy and superfluous stuff, too, may 
very well he got rid of. Among super¬ 
fluous plants may he included Coleuses. 
If a few cuttings be taken and inserted 
in the propagating pit at this time, not 
only will tlie stock be kept up and space 
made more plentiful, blit the pots they 
occupy will he set at liberty for other pur¬ 
poses. One has to be careful with flower¬ 
pots these days, as tlie prices have ad¬ 
vanced greatly during the past two years. 
Duplicates of Pelargoniums, Fuchsias, 
Diplacus, Trachelium, and similar tilings 
may go, Grevillea robusta and the decora¬ 
tive Ahutilons can lie reduced iji numbers; 
in fact, all that can he spared without 
unduly diminishing the stock. Till the 
Chrysanthemums come into bloom an 
effort should be made to keep plant-houses 
as bright -as possible and late tulierous 
Begonias, Zonal Pelargoniums, Neriues, 
Statice profusa, Begonia fuchsioides, and 
similar things are useful for this purpose. 
Plant-houses from this time onward will 
attract more attention than they have re¬ 
ceived during the previous part of the 
year. Watering, so far as is practicable, 
ought to be done in the early morning, 
so that the sun may assist in drying up 
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moisture. In view of the increasing price 
of fuel and the difficulty now experienced 
in obtaining it, strict economy as regards 
fire heat'should be the rule. At the same 
time, it is false economy to grudge the 
needed heat to plants which have taken 
both time and care to grow. As in all 
tilings there is a medium, and many of 
us must have learned during the past 
season or two that many plants have 
thriven quite satisfactorily with a con¬ 
siderably less amount of artificial heat 
than we had previously been in the habit 
of allowing. Ventilation, of course, must 
be carefully and regularly attended to. 

Raspberries _Not for a series of years 

hare Raspberries lasted so long, and even 
at this late date fruit almost up to exhi¬ 
bition form is plentiful. As soon, how¬ 
ever, as picking ceases the old canes will 
be cut out without delay, and any badly 
placed young canes noticed as the work 
goes on will be pulled up. Pulling up is 
always better than cutting over in such 
cases. 

Fruit-houses. —It is a common practice 
at this time to find accommodation for 
plants in fruit-houses from which the crops 
have been cleared. It is, of course, in 
many cases impossible to avoid following 
this course, but, as indicated above, if 
superfluous plants were got rid of, there 
would not be so much necessity for doin~ 
so. Not only is the moisture engendere_ 
by the necessary watering prejudicial to 
tile fruit-trees, but ventilation cannot be 
carried out as it ought to be. Further 
the . introduction of plants into fruit 
houses is liable to he responsible for trees 
or Vines becoming infested with ihseet 
pests, with mildew, or with disease. Many 
of the outbreaks of mealy-bug in vineries 
may lie traced, I am convinced, to the 
practice of putting plants temporarily 
into the houses. At this time, in order 
to mature wood thoroughly, very free ven 
tilation is needed, and this should he 
afforded by night as well as by day. To 
keep the foliage clear of aphis and spider 
syringe regularly so long as a leaf hangs. 
This is" time well spent. Remember that, 
in the case of Peaches especially, dryness 
in the borders will result in bud-dropping. 
Test the soil at intervals, and should any 
doubt Ire felt on the matter let water be 
given. 

Flower-beds _In order to maintain the 

display as long as possible, all spent 
blooms should bo periodically removed, 
and where it is possible to do so the soil 
may he lightly stirred. For a time after 
planting, it appeared that beds might not 
ho quite satisfactory, but in the end they 
have turned out very well. Single Asters 
'are very valuable for flower-beds—much 
more so than the double varieties. Tile 
latter, after a jieriod of wet, hang their 
heavy blooms, which soon begin to rot. 
Pentstemons (the Cfem varieties) have 
been and are very satisfactory, and Antir¬ 
rhinums, of course, are invaluable. Some 
beds filled with the old-fashioned com¬ 
bination of Tagetes and Perilla remain 
very bright, and although Begonias have 
not been an unqualified success, yet the 
beds, reinforced by Nasturtium Empress 
of India, have made quite a good show. 
Ageratum, on the whole, is preferable to 
Heliotrope for flower beds. It entails 
much loss work, is almost equally effective, 
and certainly lasts longer. Beds planted 
with hardy Fuchsias have been fairly 
good, and will make a 1 letter appearance 
in the course of another season. These 
plants will, of course, remain out over 
winter. 

Vegetable garden _The season grows 

late for French Beans, and as very little 
frost destroys their usefulness, close pick¬ 
ing is advisable. More earthing-up has 
been attended to in the case of Celery— 
chiefly at this time of the red or pink varie¬ 
ties. Recently-planted Cabbages have re¬ 
quired a little watering, but they are now 
established. W. McGuffoc. 
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ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY— 
THE VEGETABLE SHOW. 
September 25th, 1917. 


Greater public interest than usual was 
centred in the exhibition of vegetables held 
by the Royal Horticultural Society on Sep¬ 
tember 25th at the Drill Hall, Buckingham 
Gate, owing to the stimulus which has been 
imparted to gardening during the past nine 
months by the taking over and letting out 
at a low rent of large areas of ground not 
only in and around London, but through¬ 
out the country for the express purpose of 
increasing the food supply so far as 
vegetables are concerned. The Royal 
Horticultural Society has done much to 
further the scheme, and the plotholders at 
large, who took it up with great zest, have 
had their efforts rewarded with such a 
large measure of success that it would 
have added greatly to the importance of 
the show had some of the products of these 
allotment gardens been on view for the 
benefit of visitors. This matter would cer¬ 
tainly be worth considering before the 
time again arrives for the arranging and 
holding of another exhibition next year. 
The entries on the part of private growers 
were nut particularly numerous, but they 
have had great difficulties in regard to 
labour to contend with, while many have 
had their responsibilities enlarged by 
having more ground to cultivate with a 
view to augmenting the vegetable supply, 
particularly Potatoes. The trade was 
represented by a line exhibit of Potatoes 
on the part of Messrs. Dobbie, of Vegetable 
Marrows, Pumpkins, and Squashes by the 
Messrs. Sutton, Onions by Messrs. Dickson 
and Robinson, while a most attractive ex¬ 
hibit was a collection of vegetables con¬ 
sisting of upwards of 250 dishes from the 
Reading University. The various kinds of 
vegetables, as well as fruits, such as 
Cucumbers, Tomatoes, Capsicums, Cbilies, 
staged, were all of the highest quality and 
Imre evidence of skilful cultivation. Such 
being the case, it is difficult to particu¬ 
larise, but it may be mentioned that the 
Long Red Surrey and Intermediate Car¬ 
rots, King George Cucumbers, Prizewinner 
Runner Beans, Tender and True Climbing 
French Beans, and Matchless and Dwarf 
Gem Brussels Sprouts were all models in 
their way and as near perfection as it is 
IKussible to have them. Messrs. Dobbie and 
Co.’s collection of Potatoes, already 
alluded to, comprised fifty baskets in as 
many sorts, eighteen varieties in the back 
row being i>edigree varieties of the firm’s 
raising. Of well-known and popular kinds, 
such as Slmrpe’s Express, Midlothian 
Early, Sir ,T. Llewellyn, King George, 
Great Scot, Arran Chief, Dobbie’s 
Favourite, and Eightyfold, a coloured 
round, some very line and remarkably 
well-grown samples were noted. Messrs. 
Dickson and Robinson had a fine display 
of their Premier Onion, much like 
Cranston’s Excelsior in appearance. Many 
of the bulbs were of remarkable size. They 
averaged 3 lbs. in weight and left nothing 
to lie desired in all other respects. Some 
fine specimens of Royal Keeper and Crim¬ 
son Globe were also exhibited by the same 
firm. Messrs. Sutton’s exhibit of Vege¬ 
table Marrows, etc., was a comprehensive 
one and of great value at the present time, 
as it served to illustrate what a valuable 
article of food these will prove during the 
coming winter. Many of the loading varie¬ 
ties of Marrows in cultivation were in evi¬ 
dence, and of Pumpkins Veitch’s Defiance 
and Sutton’s Mammoth were particularly 
good. The Messrs. Bide, of Farnham, 
staged examples of their Phenomenal 
Climbing Haricot Beau in a green and 


mature condition. As shown, it is cer¬ 
tainly remarkably prolific. 

Among amateurs and private growers the 
competition was in many instances very 
keen, particularly in regard to the collec¬ 
tions of twelve, and nine distinct varieties. 
The winning lot in the first case, to which 
was awarded the Sutton Challenge Cup, 
was staged by Mr. W. II. Myers, Bishops 
Waltham (gardener Mr. Ellwood), and 
contained some remarkably well-grown 
vegetables of the highest quality. Most of 
the competitors in tills alwl other classes 
staged fine samples of Gladstone Peas. 
The Carrots (Intermediate and Model), 
Ailsa Craig Onions, Exhibition Brussels 
Sprouts, Prize tuker Leeks, Autumn 
Mammoth Cauliflowers, and Solid White 
Celery were all of superior merit. The 
remarks hold good in regard to the com¬ 
petition for a collection of six distinct 
kinds of vegetables. In the class for twelve 
distinct varieties of Potatoes J. B. 
Fortescue, Dropmore, secured the highest 
award with a fine even lot of tubers, among 
which the dishes of Sir J. Llewellyn, Great 
Scot, and Royal Kidney were very con¬ 
spicuous. In the class for Onions Ailsa 
Craig was, as might be expected, the lead¬ 
ing variety. Of Cranston’s Excelsior, 
Reading Improved, Premier, Brown Globe, 
and Blood Red some very fine, bulbs were 
also staged. In the class for a collection 
of six distinct kinds of salads, excellent 
Superb Pink Celery, All the Year Round 
Cabbage Lettuce, and Batavian Endive 
were in the winning exhibit. Prizewinner 
was the winning variety of Runner Beans 
shown in the competition for the best dish, 
while Masterpiece secured first honours in 
that for French Beans. Among round 
Beetroots a type of Red Globe was 
awarded the first prize, while an equal 
award was given to Sutton's Black in the 
long-rooted section. Autumn Mammoth 
furnished the best heads of Cauliflower or 
Broccoli, while Dwarf Gem, Matchless, and 
Exhibition were the leading varieties 
staged of Brussels Sprouts. Some very 
fine examples of Celeriae were exhibited 
by Mr. Ellwood, while Giant White and 
Aldenlinm Pink Celery secured the premier 
award in both instances. A brace of 
Cucumbers named Delicacy were deservedly 
awarded first place in the class for Cucum¬ 
bers. Of Leeks, International was excep¬ 
tionally good, and Red Intermediate and 
Model Carrots gained first honours in their 
respective classes. Excellent Turnips of 
the White Purple top and yellow-fleshed 
varieties were also staged. It was in¬ 
teresting to find that the old variety, 
Wheeler’s Imperial, secured first honours 
in the class for three heads of Cabbage. 


LAW AND CUSTOM. 


Passports and registration (F. C .).—A 
native of Ireland being a British subject 
does not Require a pnssr>ort to enable him 
to come alid live in England, but when he 
gets over here he must obtain a National 
Registration card, and then, if he is of 
military age, he will soon be called up for 
service.— Lex. 

Removal of fixtures (G. B. Harding) 
The poultry-houses you refer to appear to 
be tenant’s fixtures and removable with¬ 
out reference to the landlord; but in re¬ 
gard to the fruit-trees, you appear to be 
entitled to compensation in respect of 
these under the Agricultural Holdings 
Act. In order to obtain compensation, 
you must give notice to the owner of your 
intention to claim for them. Probably 
on receipt of this notice it will be pos¬ 
sible for you to arrange compensation 
with him. Tf not you had better place the 
matter in the hands of p. solicitor and lot 
him act for you. —Lex. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Questions. —Queries and answers are in¬ 
serted in Gardening free of charge if corre¬ 
spondents follow these rides: All communications 
should be clearly written on one side of the paper 
only, and addressed to the Editor ofG ardeninq, 
63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, IV. G. S. 
Letters on business should be sent to the Pub¬ 
lisher. The name and address of the sender 
are required in addition to any designation he 
may desire to be used in the paper. When 
more than one query is sent each should be on a 
separate piece of paper, the name and address 
being added to each. As Gardening has to be 
sent to press some days in advance of date, 
queries cannot always be replied to in the issue 
immediately following their receipt. We do not 
reply to queries by post. 

Naming plants. —All who wish their 
plants to be rightly named should send fair 
examples of each—the stem, leaf .flower, or fruit. 
(Snippets of leaves and points of shoots are use¬ 
less. ) Not more than four plants should be sent 
in any one week by the same correspondent. 
Where more than one kind is sent they should be 
numbered. 0) conifers the fruit should always 
be sent. 

Naming fruit. —Several specimens in dif¬ 
ferent stages of colour and size of the same kind 
greatly assist in its determination. We have 
received )rom several correspondents single speci¬ 
mens of fruits for naming, these in many cases 
being unripe and otherwise poor. We can under¬ 
take to name only four varieties at a time. 


plants and flowers. 

Roses failing to open (T. 31. I). Tf .).— 
It is more than likely that the plant is 
carrying more buds than will come to per¬ 
fect flowers. Try thinning the buds, and 
perhaps this will assist those left to open 
properly. The undeveloped flowers, more 
especially in a wet time, are sure to rot 
off as yours have done. Again, the plant 
may be weak, jn which case feeding just 
before the buds come to perfection would 
be beneficial. 

Camellias ( F. L. Foss). —The plants 
should now be housed in their winter 
quarters before they become soddened at 
the root with heavy autumn rains. Give 
them an ordinary greenhouse temperature, 
with a free circulation of air at all times. 
The liest stimulant for them is soot-water, 
which you can give them about twice a 
week from now onwards till the buds begin 
to show colour. 

Lifting Chrysanthemums (Grower ).-— 
Lift the Chrysanthemums carefully now 
with all the roots possible, and a good- 
sized ball of soil, and place in pots that 
will just contain the roots. Pot firmly 
ami stand the plants in the shade, and 
syringe at least twice a day to keep the 
leaves ut> till the plants get established. 
They will do better in the open air if not 
frosty till the middle of October. Stand 
them on the north side of a wall. 

Seedling Ferns (A Fern Lover ).—The 
best plan with these is to prick them out 
as soon as they can lie conveniently 
handled into well-drained pots or pans in 
a compost of well-sanded fibrous peat. 
The great point is to keep the soil in an 
unvarying state of moisture. Damping is 
the chief danger to be guarded against in 
the raising of young Kerns from spores. 
When pricked off the young plants should 
he placed under a handlight, or in a close 
frame in a warm, shady structure. Give 
them air freely every morning for an hour 
or two and they will come along quickly, 
and may, when large enough, he potted 
separately into small pots, and grown in a 
moist, genial temperature. 

Lily of the Valley with small flowers 
(Amateur ).—Your best plan will be to 
lift the roots, sort them into sizes, and re¬ 
plant in different land, well manured and 
deeply dug. The plants have im¬ 
poverished the soil, and, we fancy, are 
much crowded. In planting give plenty of 
room, 12 inches betyveen the rows, G inches 
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to 8 inches between the plants. Cover the 
beds with spent manure, leaf-soil, or 
similar material, to prevent frost lifting 
the roots. If preferable, you may plant 
in February, and by selecting the strong 
crowns you will get flower-spikes soon. 
To prevent loss of flowers for a year let 
the work be done in two seasons, but well 
cover the portion not replanted with rich 
manure now, and you will get better 
blooms. More feeding and moisture are 
required. 

FRUIT. 

Apples cracking (M. S. />.).—'The only 
reason we can suggest for the cracking of 
your Apples is that the roots have gone 
into poor soil. When that happens a 
fungus which precis on the ill-formed fruits 
and spoils them is set up. We should ad¬ 
vise you to try, in the autumn, hard root- 
pruning, treating one side of the tree only. 
Cut off ail downward roots so as to en¬ 
courage the formation of new and fibrous 
roots on the surface. It is then that a 
mulch of ratten manure will lie beneficial. 

Lifting Peach-trees (Peach). — Your 
newly-planted Peach-trees seem to have 
made rather coarse growth, and we. think 
it would lie wise to lift and replant, doing 
it carefully so soon as the leaves ripen. 
But whether the trees will fruit or not 
next year all depends upon the condition 
of tlie shoots now, whether they are ripe 
and brown in colour and whether set with 
fruit buds. But the lifting and replant¬ 
ing should do good. Have the soil firm 
and mix with it some mortar rubbish and 
wood ashes. Leave off syringing now, and 
leave the wires where they are. Closer to 
the glass would do harm, a few inches 
further off would be better. 

VEGETABLES. 

Tomatoes diseased (/<’. E.Tayler ).—Your 
Tomatoes have lieen attacked by the same 
disease as affects Potatoes, due to the cold, 
wet weather wc have lately had. The cul¬ 
tivation of the Tomato in the open air is 
very risky, as in but very few seasons can 
a satisfactory crop be had.. All the 
diseased fruits should be at once gathered 
and burned. We should advise you to 
gather all the remaining fruits, even if 
only partly coloured, and lay them on a 
shelf in the greenhouse, where they will 
ripen sufficiently to come in useful for 
cooking. See also reply to “Serious,” 
page 494. 

Tomatoes scalded (If .).—From your de¬ 
scription of the Tomatoes, we should with¬ 
out seeing the fruits say that the yellow 
spots are due to wliat is known as scald¬ 
ing, which is caused when the fruits are 
in the morning damp with moisture, be¬ 
cause the house lias been .shut up close, 
and the sun scalds them before they are 
dry. Scalding, too, may to a great extent 
be caused by cutting away the foliage, 
which one often sees. Rich food is often 
given in excess, and without foliage to ab¬ 
sorb such food it is forced into the fruits, 
causing bad flavour, spot, and scalding. 
We do not denude other plants of their 
leaves in the same way that one often sees 
tile Tomato treated, and it is impossible 
to prevent the fruits scalding when this 
severe cutting takes place. The smooth 
varieties scald much sooner than the cor¬ 
rugated kinds, the skin being probably 
more sensitive. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Garden refuse ( He//inner). —Your heap 
of refuse now partially decayed is really 
good manure, and will be good for all de¬ 
scriptions of crops. But we advise you to 
have it well turned, to well mix it, and at 
tlie same time have it well dusted with 
soot, as that will at once help to destroy 
slug or maggot life in it, and also help 
render the matter more fertilising. It 
will do the material good to have it re¬ 
turned, well shaking it and mixing it a 
second time before putting on to any spare 
garden ground or flower beds, which inav 
be done in November. When such 
material is accumulating it is helped to 
decay if all the bouse slops are thrown 
over it during summer. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

O Tr :. See reply to “ A. C. Seth 

Snath, re “Black Currant leaves, rust 
on,” in our issue of September 1st, 1917, 
page 475. 2, The best remedy is to spray 

the trees when at rest with tlie caustic 
alkali solution the recipe for which we 
have so frequently given in these pages. 
- J. Lanyon. —The only likely nursery¬ 
men to supply named varieties of Walnuts 
are the French, who grow a great many 
sorts, several of which you will find in¬ 
scribed in our issue of March 16th, 1912 


HAKES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants _ II. S. G .—Please 

send better and more complete specimen. 
- A. C. C .—Lythrum alatum. 

Names Of fruits. — Sneed .—Apple Lane's 

Prince Albert.- S. P. F. —Apples: 1, 

Warner’s King; 2, Cellini; 3, Alfriston; 

4, Ribston.- If. J. 11. —Apples: 1, Cox’s 

Orange; 2, Mank’s Codlin ; 3, The Queen ; 

4, Red or Winter Hawthorndon.- F,. It. 

—Apples: 1, Adam’s Pearmain; 2, 
Warner’s King; 3, Bramley’s ; 4, Waltham 

Abbey Seedling.- Mrs. Roberts. —Pears; 

1, Verulain (a stewing variety); 2, Marie 
Louise. Apples: 3, Lane’s Prince Albert; 

4, Lemon Pippin.- P. IF. G. Filleul.— 

Apples: 2, King of the Pippins; 9, Holland 
Pippin; 12, Two different Apples under 
this number, that with open eye being 

Rymer; 14, Ecklinville Seedling.- 

Dorset ll'ay.—Apples: 1, Small Adam's 
Pearmain ; 2 and 3, Specimens insufficient; 

4, Downton Pippin.- E. P. S '.—Very- 

like Crimson Queening.- Devon.— 

Apples: 1, Blenheim Orange; 2, Scarlet 
Nonpareil; 3, Alfriston; 4, Striped Beau- 
fin.— —A. Smith .—Apples : 1, French 

‘Crab; 2, The Queen. Pears: 3, Bonne 

Bose; 4, Beurre Clairgeau.-- N .— 

Pears: 1, Marie Louise; 2, Winter Nelis. 
Apples: 3, Bramley’s; 4, Scarlet Non¬ 
pareil.- F. J. K .—Apples: 1, Lady 

Henniker; 2, Cox’s Pomona.- A. G .— 

Apples: 1, Golden Spire; 2, King of tlie 
Pippins; 3, Alfriston (a valuable late 

Apple); 4, Cox’s Orange.- II. T. —Pear: 

1, Beurre Bose. Apples: 2, Cellini; 3, 

Golden Spire; 4, Ribston.- A. J. E .— 

Apples: 1, Warner’s King; 2, Mere de 
Menage; 3, Red Hawthornden; 4, Annie 

Elizabeth.- Pen-squad .—Pears : 1,Beurre 

Hardy; 2, Beurre de l’Assomptioii. 
Apples: 3, Keswick Codlin; 4, Lord Suf- 
fiehl.- T. G. C. —Apples: 1, Not recog¬ 

nised; 2, Fearn’s Pippin; 3, Small Cellini; 
4, Ecklinville Seedling .——Miss J. E. 
Eraser. —Looks like the local variety- 
known as Cambusnethan Pippin. 


Books received. •— “The Perpetual 
Flowering Carnation,” by Montagu C. 
Allwood. The Cable Printing and Pub¬ 
lishing Co., Hatton House, Great Queeii- 

street, W.C.-“The Botanical Society 

and Exchange Club of the British Isles: 
Report for 1916,” by the Secretary, 
G. Claridge Druce. Vol. IV., parts V. 
and VI., with supplement. T. Bunch and 
Co., Arbroath. 


CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 


J. Cheat, and Sons, Ltd., Crawley, 
Sussex.— List of Fruit-trees; List of Roses 
and Ornamental Trees. 

Chas. Turner, Royal Nurseries, Slough. 
—List of Fruit-trees ; List of Roses. 

W. Watson and Sons, Ltd., Clontarf 
Nurseries, Dublin.— List of Roses, 1917-18. 

Trials at Wlsley, 1918. —The Royal Horli- 
cultural Society will hold trials of 
Achilleas (all kinds). Candytufts (peren¬ 
nial varieties), and Chrysanthemum maxi¬ 
mum and its allies at Wisley in 1918. 
Three plants of each variety to be tried, 
together with the necessary entry forms 
(one for each variety) should reach the 
Director, R.II.S. Gardens, Wisley, Ripley. 
Surrey (Station, Horsley, L. & S.W.R.), 
by November 30th, 1917. Forms of entry- 
can be obtained from the Director at the 
above address, 
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INTRODUCING GOOD PLANT,S OF 
NORTHERN REGIONS. 

The letter by “ Subaltern, 15. E. F.,” in tlie 
issue of September 2!) Ill (page 532), 
interested me much, showing well the 
many regious not yet explored in the 
interest of our woods and gardens. Also, 
it may well make us think of the waste 
of means in the expensive futilities at 
Wisley, which at best could only have a 
doubtful value, and of the far better use 
(be old Horticultural Society made of its 
lowers of sending out. able young men like 
Fortune and Douglas in quest of new 
trees and plants. Why, Douglas’s dis¬ 
covery of trees alone redounds more to the 
credit of the Royal Horticultural Society 
of England 'than any work it has ever 
done. The tine and brave young men who 
travelled deserve our gratitude, of which 
good examples were Maries and Bur- 
liidge, who collected for Messrs. Veitch, 
of the Chelsea Nursery. Think of the 
many likely and unexplored regions men¬ 
tioned by “ Subaltern,” who speaks of 
Heaths in the mountains of Abyssinia— 
just tlie plants we want to kuow about. 
With Heaths in South Europe, and very 
precious plants, too, and many Heaths in 
South Africa, I have often thought that 
in some of the vast mountain grounds be¬ 
tween there may be hardy Heaths of 
great value. As showing how little even 
a European country is examined, I hear 
there are Tree Heaths in Spain not yet 
introduced to our gardens. Our isles in 
many parts, being more congenial to the 
Plants of high lauds in tropical countries 
than most parts of Europe, there is 
further reason if need be for effort on the 
part of our Horticultural Society. The 
work of exploring these high lands being 
so interesting and likely to be beneficial 
to gardening and forestry, many would 
contribute to such expeditions if the funds 
of the Society were not equal to the cost. 

The above is only a part of the true 
work of the Society which Is not done, 
and never will be done so long as the 
Society is in the hands of men who think 
its activities are best given to chemical and 
biological researches and others that are 
certainly not gardening. The committee 
loitering in the garden with trials of 
Beans, Carnations, Achllleas, and the like, 
that are tried in hundreds of gardens 
already, is a fine comment on wasted 
effort. w. 

NOTES OF THE WEEK. 


Lycopodium dendroideum. — This has 
been grown at Leonardslee for many years; 
also L. nnnotinum (British), I,, clavatum 
(native of the place), L. Selago (British), 
I,, complanatum, and L. lucklulum. I 
have never been able to establish L. 
alpinum. L. clavatum is also difficult to 
transplant and establish, although found 
wild close by.—E. G. Lodek, Lconardslce , 
Horsham. 


Oxalis lutea.—A robust colony of a Wooc 
Sorrel closely resembling O. floribundt 
rosea, but with leaves of a paler green am 
golden-yellow flowers, has this year ap 
penred as a stray from some seed-packet 
Tlie plants have bloomed profuselj 
throughout tlie season, and are in everj 
way a desirable acquisition. They seer 
indifferent to drought, but may yet prov 
parents of a too uurnerq 

Digitiz 


it, but may yet prov 

C6 ©rc 


Anagallis Brewer). —Will someone who 
looks into tilings kindly tell us if this is 
not the same as tlie large and handsome 
blue Pimpernel grown in gardens for many 
years us A. grandiflora and other names? 
There is no need to sow in boxes as it is a 
vigorous annual in the often air and very- 
fine in colour. I am assuming the plant 
named on p. 542 is the same as mine.—\V. 

Abelia chinensis.—I have in S-ineh pots 
a few plants of this, which have been 
flowering for some weeks. The pale 
blush, fragrant flowers are borne in 
clusters, and look well when cut and placed 
in small glasses in the house. Though 
hardy in warm districts, it is safer, or at 
least more satisfactory, should there lie 
any doubts about its success, to grow a 
few plants in pots in a cool greenhouse or 
plant them out in a border of such a house. 
—C. Turner, Ampthill Park , Beds. 

Desfontainea spinosa. — Although the 
hard weather in tlie early part of the year 
appears to have had a stimulative effect 
upon tlie blossoming of most of those 
flowering shrubs which survived, this one 
has failed to bloom. This is the first sea¬ 
son in ten that it has produced no flowers, 
yet, to outward appearanees, the shrub 
[Kissed through the winter without harm. 
Some young plants raised from cuttings 
two years ago and left entirely unprotected 
are healthy and growing well.—A. T. J. 

Effective grouping In the herbaceous 
border. —A flue effect is to lie seen here 
now, in early October, in a flower border 
in the kitchen garden. It is composed of 
large clumps of a tall yellow Soiidago, 
alternating with liig groups of mauve and 
Purple Michaelmas Daisies. The effect is 
best when viewed from a distance, and 
seems more pleasing if a gentle breeze is 
gently swaying and commingling them.— 
C. T. 

Dianthus Carthusianorum.— If perpetual 
blooming be in itself a virtue, then this 
Pink should be held in great esteem. It 
was in flower at mid-summer, is still carry¬ 
ing blooms on each of its tall, stiff stems, 
and promises to continue well into autumn. 
Unfortunately, tlie colour is not particu¬ 
larly attractive, a shade of rosy-crimson 
which does not seem to suit the Pink. 
Whilst D. Cartliusianorum is a lover of 
sunshine and hot, dry places, it appears to 
be indifferent to wet and boisterous 
autumnal weather.—A. T. J. 

Colchicum Borntnuelleri _This is earlier 

than C. speciosum, one of the very best 
of tlie Meadow Saffrons. C. Bornmuelleri 
has been in flower with me since about 
September 1st, and is quite effective in 
the border, rock garden, or Grass. It 
appears with almost startling rapidity 
through the soil, showing first small, 
white points, which soon extend and open 
out into cups of a fine rose with whiter 
centre. It is a large and noble Meadow 
Saffron, deserving more extended cultiva¬ 
tion. British-grown corms are offered 
this season at a moderate price.—S. 
Arnott. 

The yellow-flowering Currant in autumn. 

—Tlie folingo of Ribes aureum has been 
remarkably fine this autumn, and is alone 
sufficient to claim for this shrub a plaee in 
the woodland or wild garden. At the time 
of writing (October 8) every leaf on a large 
bush is a rich wine colour, conspicuous 
enough to more than hold its own among 
the Azaleas, Guelder Roses, and other 
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gaily-tinted subjects. If growers of tliis 
flowering Currant find that it blooms very 
shyly they will always bo compensated by 
the splendour of its richly-coloured foliage 
in the autumn.—A. T. J. 

Rose General Schablikine. — I saw this 
Rose in great beauty on the Rivierii—large 
bushes 10 feet high—and took n fancy to 
it, but with me, in Sussex, it never flowers 
until late, this year only good in early 
October. A more intimate knowledge of 
Roses is desirable than the usual .cata¬ 
logue gives. Kinds that are best at cer¬ 
tain seasons it might be well to know. 
This Rose comes too late with me to be of 
any use in the flower garden.—W. 

Shortia galacifolia.— The foliage of this 
interesting plant is now at its best, each 
leaf a brilliant crimson-scarlet. Although 
only planted a year ago, this plant bloomed 
freely this spring, and promises to do well, 
though growing in a spot which had to be 
frequently watered in summer. With a 
rather dry soil and exposure to sun one 
doubtless gets a finer colour in the foliage 
of S. galacifolia, but is the fragile beauty 
of the exquisite flowers as lasting, tlie 
flowers as large, and tlie blooming as pro¬ 
fuse as when tlie plant is growing in peaty 
soil, fed by natural moisture, and screened 
from the sun?—A. T. J. 

The Jalap plant (Exogoiuum Purgn).— 
With me this climber, which is planted be¬ 
hind a bush of Clematis Davkliana, in an 
angle of tlie house facing south, has come 
through the winter unscathed, though it 
has been even later than usual in coming 
into flower, the first bloom having oiiened 
on September 25th. Owing to my being 
away in Flanders till nearly Christmas it 
got overlooked and passed tlie winter with¬ 
out its usual protection of cinders or ashes. 
I quite expected to have lost it, so was 
agreeably surprised when it pushed 
through and came away strongly, though 
not till tlie first week In June. I think 
tlie secret of success is to plant deep; at 
least (> inches to 8 Inches. It is not 
fastidious ns to soil. —D’Arcy W. Reeve, 
Friars, Malfield, ParUlack Wood. 

The Broad-leaved Spindle-tree in 
October.— Hitherto often attracted by the 
beauty of the fruit of this low tree, I had 
not thought much of its effect in the dis¬ 
tance, but having some seedling trees I 
set them by tlie lake-side, where they had 
a struggle with the Grass and weeds, and 
were not attractive. This year, however, 
they have closed together and mastered 
the turf, and give a flue effect of brown-rod 
colour across the lake in early October. 
It is a native of the mountainous parts of 
France and much of N. Enrol*.' and Asia, 
quite hardy and free in our isles, and 
worth a place both for the fruit and the 
colour of the leaves. To get the best effect 
it should be well exposed to the sun, though 
it will grow well in other ways. Seeding 
freely, it should be easy to secure a good 
stock for grouping.—W. 

Cape Lilies In half shade.— These thrive 
at the base of warm walls, and one is apt 
to put them there, the result being that 
the bloom goes off too soon. Some in a 
lmlf-shady spot, also against a wall, lasted 
long in flower, so for those who care for 
these plants it might be well to plant in 
various aspects. The kinds grown here 
are Crinuin I’owelli and its white form, 
both free I ta flower and quite hardy. The 
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older C. eapense Is quite hardy. C. 
Yemense has not lived with me, but If it 
were fairly tried in a sunny spot and warm 
soil it might survive. As to vigour, I have 
been trying to dig up sonic old plants and 
never saw anything to equal it. Have any 
of your readers tried other kinds? The 
foliage perishes in autumn, and Bracken is 
spread over as a protection. Here one 
group is not so treated and does as well.— 
O. It., Sussex. 

Storm-proof flowers. — In addition to 
those mentioned by “ VV.” in a recent 
issue, I notice the following as being in 
really good condition after heavy storms :— 
Kniphophias, Fuchsias, Marigold legion 
of Honour, Sedum speetablle, Pentstemons, 
Spiriea Anthony Waterer, Hydrangea 
liortensis (3 feet to 4 feet high), Pompon 
Chrysanthemums and Dahlias, and the 
small-flowered Cactus Dahlias.—C. T. 

Agapanthus minor Mooreanus. — 
“ W. MeG.’s” mention (p. 529) of Agapan¬ 
thus uuibellatus induces me to pen a line 
or two in favour of Agapanthus minor 
Mooreanus, generally known simply as A. 
Mooreanus. Although its flowers have 
not the size of those of the other Agapan- 
thuses, it is much hardier than any of its 
congeners. It is hardy without protection al¬ 
most everywhere. 1 have grown it in the 
open border for upwards of twenty years, 
and have never lost a plant during the most 
severe winters we have had during that 
time. By following the advice of the late 
Mr. Jeffrey and leaving A. umbellatus un¬ 
protected except by its own old foliage, I 
have been successful with that also in a 
sheltered border, but A. Mooreanus ap¬ 
pears to need no consideration whatever. 
A good clump is pleasing with its narrow 
leaves, long, slender, stiff stems and 
umbels of small blue flowers.—S. Ab.nott, 
Dumfries. 

Roses The Queen Alexandra and Miss 
Willmott. —These were without doubt the 
Itoses of outstanding merit at the recent 
exhibition of the National Rose Society. 
Each has been awarded the Gold Medal 
of the Society in the past, hence was not 
appearing for the first time. That first- 
named is of remarkable colouring—crim¬ 
son-scarlet on the face of the petals and 
old gold or buff on the reverse side, a 
combination somewhat suggestive of a 
crimson-scarlet sport of Juliet. It is, 
however, a flatter Rose, with strongly- 
recurving petals, and lacks the fragrance 
of Juliet, w'hile possessing a conspicuous 
beauty of its own. Miss Willmott is of 
another type, a variety of great, refine¬ 
ment and charm, and must become popu¬ 
lar because of these attributes alone. An 
exquisitely soft yellow, with just a suspi¬ 
cion of palest flesh in the centre, and of 
good form, it is a variety which, for 
beauty and finish, approaches i>erfection. 
Both were in Messrs. MncGreedy’s set of 
novelties.— E. H. Jenkins. 

Crotons in a Jamaica garden.— Crotons 
are very beautiful things here. The little, 
ill-kept garden is made Interesting and 
bright by them. They have every kind of 
colour except blue. There are much vivid 
red and yellow and green, and all sorts of 
intermediate shades, madders and bronzes, 
and such-like. Even when the sun is not 
shining they have a sunshiny appearance. 
I know of no plant which gives such 
vaiiety of effect. The only hopeless and 
rubious thing is when a “collection” is 
made of them. Then hideous, twisted, 
shrivelled, burnt-up things are put in to 
make one more variety, for your col- 
leo'or’s mania is to have as many as pos- 
sibe. There are about half a dozen 
kinds here, all of the best, and that is 
quite enough. At present they are 
planted in linospbut I am jxjtting in cut- 
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tings so as to form masses in places, and 
this will do away with the ugly avenue 
look. I think I told you of the Norfolk 
Island Tine, which old looks quite decent, 
and the pretty Casuarina, with its pretty 
song in the breeze as of an JEolian harp. 
—J. 

From Filllngham Castle.—I am sending 
you two flowers I got just before the w r ar 
from Lemoine, of Nancy. The larger spray 
is tlie hybrid from Clematis Davidiann (C. 
Campanile), the other the same hybrid but 
most distinct “ Oiseau bleu.” They are 
really charming, are now very large plants, 
and, of course, stood the frosts of last 
winter well. The garden is so brilliant 
with the masses of Michaelmas Daisies, 
Sunflowers, Rudbeckias, etc., that I begin 
to forget my sad losses of my large tree 
Lupins and Cistuses of all sorts and Tree 
Mallows. The cuttings of the latter I 
saved are now growing well. The Roses 
have been very good, but have not quite 
recovered from the effects of last winter. 
I have a screen of Clematis bought years 
ago from F. Morel, Lyon, hybrids of 
Viticella and coccinea, Viticella Iris, 
kermesina, venosa, coerulca marginata, 
Arabella, M. Tisserand, alba luxurious, 
coccinea Duchess of Albany, c. Duchess 
of Y’ork, Flammuia rubra marginata, and a 
small double maroon that is quite lovely 
mixed accidentally with Duchess of Y’ork. 
Of course, masses on all sides of C. I’erle 
d’Azur. The Irish single Tea Roses are a 
great success and pleasure, and in the 
Grass the large sorts of white and mauve 
autumn Crocuses or Colchicums are lovely. 
—G. D. Pobtman-D alton. 


APPLES AND STEWING PEAR FOR 
HEAVY SOIL. 

I shai.l lie very much obliged if you will 
give me a little information respecting two 
or three Apples and Pears which I pur¬ 
pose planting this autumn. (1) Can you 
tell me if Sturmer Pippin is a good healthy 
grower and will succeed on clay soil? I 
see it is catalogued as a very late dessert 
kind, which is what I wish to get, as I 
have plenty of the non-keeping sorts and 
Blenheim. (2) Ontario is also listed as 
one of the latest, keeping to June, large, 
and a free cropper. Can you say if it is 
also a free grower? (3) Could I grow 
Uvedale’s St. Germain Pear successfully 
on a north wall, or must I be content with 
Catillac, which I am told is the better, 
hut not so large?—L. W. H. 

[Sturmer Pippin Apple requires a warm 
position and a rich, loamy soil. Any¬ 
thing approaching a clay loam or a clay 
subsoil is unsuited to it, and the fruit 
borne under these conditions never reaches 
full size nor attains the high flavour and 
quality which are its great characteristics 
when its requirements can lie met both in 
regard to soil and climatic conditions. 
We, therefore, cannot recommend it for 
your district and soil. There are, how¬ 
ever, other sterling varieties which should 
succeed with you. Of these, there are 
Brownlee’s Russet, Duke of Devonshire, 
Cockle’s Pippin, Wyken Pippin, and 
King’s Acre Pippin. The last on the list 
is the nearest approach to Sturmer, and 
we advise you to try it if you are really 
anxious to have a variety the fruit of 
which has a Ribston flavour. Duke of 
Devonshire is a richly-flavoured, long- 
keeping sort, of a hardy constitution, and 
a good cropper. The same can be said of 
Cockle's Pippin, only it does not last quite 
so long as the preceding. Wyken is a 
well-known sort that should do well witli 
you. while, if you are partial to a Russet 
Apple, you would have nothing to com¬ 
plain of in the one we name. All of those 
enumerated will keep till April and May, 
and we think you cannot do better than 


make your own selection from among 
them. Of Ontario, we have, beyond see¬ 
ing it exhibited, no experience. In a 
trade list lying before us it Is spoken of 
as being a good bearer and a long keeper. 
If you care to experiment with it on this 
testimony you would at least be doing 
good service to others as well as yourself 
by putting the matter to the test. We can 
recommend Lane’s Prince Albert and 
Northern Greening ns being wonderful 
cropliers and long-keeping sorts. Both 
are of excellent quality; in fact, when 
fully ripe the first-named is not to he 
despised for the dessert. Annie Elizabeth 
Is another variety which keeps in splendid 
condition till May, and is equally good 
either for cooking or eating. We think 
you will find Catillac Pear to yield the 
best results on the position named. We 
have had individual fruits of this variety 
nearly 1 lb. in weight. If you decide on 
planting Catillac, ask for a double-grafted 
tree when ordering.] 


PEACHES AT LILFORD ON OPEN 
WALLS. 

Optdooii reach and Nectarine culture de¬ 
serves more attention than it receives. 
They are as easily grown as the Plum, pro¬ 
vided the soil is suitable and a south or 
south-west wall available. In suitable 
soils it is very seldom the Peach fails to 
bear freely. Many gardeners imagine that 
to grow the Peach successfully it is essen¬ 
tial that an exqiensive coping of wood or 
glass with blinds and rollers be fixed to the 
wall, entailing much cost and endless 
labour in rolling up and down night and 
morning afterwards. That this is un¬ 
necessary has been proved at Lilford, ns 
the trees here never fail to produce good 
crops, and several hundreds of first-class 
fruits are gathered annually. The only 
protection afforded them is a double thick¬ 
ness of fish-netting when in bloom. This 
fact, I think, cannot be too widely "known, 
ns it is generally believed among growers 
that these expensive adjuncts are necessary 
to the successful growth of the Peach out 
of doors. This belief in a great measure. 
In my opinion, is the reason that they are 
not more extensively grown. A suitable 
soil is of paramount importance. The soil 
here is of a calcareous nature which suits 
the Peach admirably. Many growers are 
not favoured with a good Peach soil, and 
those who have a heavy clay soil are 
badly handicapped. Even then there are 
means of improving the soil by providing 
drainage ami thoroughly incorporating 
with the soil a liberal quantity of burnt 
refuse or wood-ashes and fine old mortar 
rubble, using the rougher portion as 
drainage. 

When to plant. —I prefer early autumn 
planting, as by so doing the roots get hold 
of the soil and go away freely the next 
spring. It is not necessary to wait for the 
trees to lose every leaf before planting. I 
find it necessary to make the roots firm 
when planting, and if a mulch can be given ' 
in the summer there is a great saving of 
labour in watering. A good mulch of short 
manure also encourages the surface roots. 
In a suitable soil the Peach makes rapid 
growth, so in planting give ample room, as 
it is far better to extend tlie branches 
than, as is often done, to severely prune to 
keep in bounds. Restriction of growth in 
the end brings canker and disease, the 
foliage is much poorer, and the life of the 
trees shortened. Deep planting should also 
be avoided, and at times even lifting later 
on falls to remedy the evil. Another ini- 
portnnt detail is to avoid crowding of the 
growths in their early stages, as this 
makes it almost impossible to keep the 
foliage clean and weakens the new wood. 


WA-CHAM 


N 



OcTOBtB 20, 1917 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


567 


Disbudding and training in of the 
young wood must bo carefully attended to, 
removing at intervals with the finger and 
thumb ill-placed young shoots and those 
not required for lilling up wall space. It 
is needless to remark that the well-trained 
Peach-tree depends greatly on the way it 
is disbudded. One should never lose sight 
of a single shoot that is wanted for a par¬ 
ticular purpose, and it is advisable to go 
over the trees at various times in prefer¬ 
ence to one severe thinning. I always 
keep removing any young or useless shoots 
when going over the trees during the grow¬ 
ing season, and thus the winter pruning is 
practically reduced to a minimum. The 
trees must be kept clean and free from 
insects, and well supplied with water at 
the roots whenever required. A word as 
to 

Varieties. Many Peaches and Nec¬ 
tarines succeed admirably when grown 
under glass, but are not at all suitable for 
outdoor culture, especially in Midland and 


Barrington is a good, hardy, splendidly- 
coloured Peach, but it requires liberal 
culture and abundance of moisture at the 
roots or it will fall when stoning. Date 
September. 

Beli.f.garm:. —Large and handsome, the 
fruits very deeply coloured on the exposed 
side; delicious flavour; a prolific bearer. 
Late September. Amongst Nectarines 

Lord Sapier is second to none for open 
air culture, being as good in the Midlands 
ns in the south, and of unsurpassed 
quality. Mid-August. 

River’s Orange is a yellow-fleshed, 
handsome variety, and a prodigious 
cropper. Early September. 

Elruge. —An old and well-tried variety, 
hardy, free-bearing, and of a rich flavour. 
Early September. 

Spencer. — Very deep colour, good 
grower and bearer, flavour delicious. Mid- 
September. E. W. G. 

Lilford Hall, Oundlc, Northanis. 


Replanting Apple-trees. —I have some 
young Apple and Pear trees, and Some of 
them are inclined to canker. I have a 
heap of turf cut, and am going to take 
some of them up and plant them in this. 
Would it be a good plan to mix some basic 
slag with the turf when doing so, and, if 
so, what quantity? There is no lime in 
the soil. Would it be wall to put some 
basic slag on the ground over the roots,of 
those I do not take up, and, if so, what 
quantity?— Basic Slag. 

[Your intention to lift and replant the 
trees you mention is commendable, and if 
you mix the turf, which we assume is of a 
fibrous, loamy texture, with the staple an 
Improvement in the general health of the 
trees should result. The turf should, 
before mixing it with the soil, be chopped 
roughly tp pieces, and used in the propor¬ 
tion of one-half or two-thirds. As your 
soil contains no lime, old lime rubbish to 
the extent of three barrowloads may be 
mixed with every cartload of loam re¬ 
quired. If you cannot obtain the lime 



reach Dymond in 


fruit in the open air at Lilford Hall , Oundle, Northants. 


Northern counties. Intending planters, 
therefore, should make a careful selection 
of well-tried varieties only. I do not ad¬ 
vise the very late kinds, as very late 
Peaches in late districts are not a success, 
the fruits being tasteless from lack of 
warmth. I consider 

Awsden June the best all-round first 
early Peach. Mid-July. 

Hale's Early is another excellent out¬ 
door variety and a favourite here. End 
July. 

Early Grosse Mignonne forms a suc¬ 
cession to Hale’s Early, and is excellent 
in every way. Mid-August. 

Stihlino Castle possesses every good 
quality and is particularly hardy. Early 
September. 

Dymond (here illustrated) is in¬ 
dispensable, being large, handsome, de¬ 
liciously flavoured, and exceptionally 
hardy. Early September. [Excellent 
fruit of Dymond — handsome. An en¬ 
couraging result in the Midlands—a by no 
means favoured distpie t—E d.] 

Gck gle 


[As grown at Lilford, the Peach Dymond 
has proved to be a precious, hardy fruit, 
and, all the more remarkable, the trees 
are on walls without a coping. This is one 
of tlie coldest Midland parts of England. 
The quality of the fruit is excellent.— Ed.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Treatment of Cherry-tree—I have a fine 
Cherry-tree, but it is so tall I cannot net 
it, and the birds devour the whole' crop. 
Could I cut it down and graft either itself 
or any other kind on the stock, so as to 
produce a hush that would bear obtain¬ 
able fruit?—H. F. W. 

[Neither of your suggestions would be 
practical if the tree is, ns we take it (o 
be, of good age. There is always a diffi¬ 
culty attending the preservation of the 
crop on these large-headed trees, and 
nothing short of frequently using the 
gun will keep birds away. If anxious 
to have Cherries for the dessert and other 
purposes, we advise you to plant bush 
trees, as these are easily netted ] 


rubbish, basic slag may be used, but we 
prefer to use twme-iueal at the rate 
of i cwt. to each cartload of loam. 
Basic slag may be used in the same pro¬ 
portion. This Last-named may be used 
with advantage for the trees you do not 
intend lifting at the rate of 4 oz. per 
square yard. Sprinkle it on the surface 
and lightly fork it in. If possible, let the 
trees grow 7 freely for a season or two— 
at any rate, only lightly prune them. 
This will materially assist them to out¬ 
grow the canker.] 


Growing Cob Nuts and Filberts.—I have 
a mound here, about 35 feet bigh and 
250 yards in circumference at the base. 
This is composed of sandy soil, and is 
covered at present with Elm-trees, some 
of which I intend rooting up. Would this 
be a suitable place for growing Cob Nuts? 
What is the distance apart for planting 
Cobs and Filberts?—J. L. 


[Cob Nuts and Filberts will grow on the 
ound mentioned, but we are dubious 
out their fruiting as they should do if 
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you plant, them among the Elm-trees, as 
we gather from your note yon intend 
grubbing but a few of the latter only. If 
possible to dispense with the whole of 
them you need then have no apprehension 
in the matter, but if you retain the Elms 
the result will, we fear, be very doubtful. 
Both Cobs and Filberts should be planted 
from 9 feet to 10 feet apart each way, and, 
when established, the bushes should be 
regularly pruned.] 

Pear Williams' Bon Chretien _This ap¬ 

pears to relain its 'popularity with the 
public almost to the exclusion of other 
varieties in September—at least, if one 
may judge by the display in the windows 
of fruiterers. Williams’ was almost the 
only Pear which I noticed in such places 
in Edinburgh and Glasgow, and the 
prices asked were not unreasonable. 
These fruits, of course, must have been 
English grown, for here, even on a wall, 
this Pear is not generally ripe. It is not 
a good keeper, and many object to its 
musky flavour, but the variety is a free 
bearer, and, wall-grown, gives handsome 
fruits. Some years ago I was told by an 
experienced Pear-grower that if grafted 
on the Crab, Bon Chretien will ripen a 
week or ten days earlier than when the 
Pear or Quince stock is used. This does 
not to me seem to be a natural' union, 
but I believe that the fact is as stated. 
Those who grow this variety may have 
noticed that there are some trees which, 
under precisely similar conditions, throw 
much better fruit than others. I do not 
know whether there may be two varieties, 
but those who do their own grafting 
should use scions from trees which bear 
the finest fruit. Very useful, too, is Sou¬ 
venir de Congr&s, a sport or seedling from 
Bon Chretien, hut In some districts it can 
only be relied upon in alternate years.— 
W. McG. _ 

VEGETABLES. 

THE STOKING OF BOOT CROPS. 

(Reply to “ C. N. French.”) 
Gtrasoles (wrongly called Jerusalem 
Artichokes), Salsafy, Parsnips, and Scor- 
zonern, are never of good quality when 
taken from the ground and stored before 
they are required for use. It is with such 
as these that mistakes are made, as frost, 
instead of being injurious to them, im¬ 
proves their quality. Of course, severe 
frosls have to be reckoned with where 
these are likely to interfere with the get¬ 
ting up of the roots for use. In anticipa¬ 
tion of very severe weather a layer of 
litter would either have to be spread over 
the surface to prevent the frost from 
penetrating, or a supply would have to be 
taken up to last for some time. 

As regards a suitable store for the vari¬ 
ous root crops, it is not every garden that 
can command such, and other makeshifts 
have to bo resorted to with more or less 
success. Warm and arid sheds are the 
worst possible places, for not only is top 
growth encouraged, but the Juices are ex¬ 
tracted to such an extent that the quality 
is poor in the extreme. In such places it 
matters little what material is packed 
about them to counteract any drying in¬ 
fluence ; tlie evil cannot be removed. 
Sooner than place in such ]>ositions, we 
would much rather store in the open air. 
whatever nmy be its drawbacks. In fact, 
some lieople often adopt tills practice 
where other means are present, the belief 
being that the quality is better than can 
possibly be the case under cover. But iu a 
well-constructed root store or any shod 
which is adapted for the purpose the 
quality is not impaired, and, what is 
better, the roots are under control what- 
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ever the weather may be. The root store 
we have Is a lean-to behind a north wall, 
the floor, which Is of brick, lielng sunk 
2 feet below the level. This is cool and 
slightly damp, but not so much so ns to 
cause decay or mildew. Of course, any 
other cool shed or cellar may lie used 
where the surroundings are not too dry. 

Carrots are the first which demand at¬ 
tention, and although slight frosts may 
not lie injurious to these where amply pro¬ 
tected by their own foliage, yet it is not 
wise to leave them in the ground much 
longer, for where insects abound—and they 
quickly find out Carrots—they bore Into 
the roots, and not only is their appearance 
spoiled, but, what is more, the quality 
also, as the flavour will most surely be 
tainted. When left too long and heavy 
rains set in, splitting also takes place, and 
when this is so Carrots are of little value. 
When being lifted care must be taken not 
to break them. The tops should also he 
cut off about an inch from the crown. In 
storing them place them In layers with 
the crown pointing outwards, and between 
the layers spread some sand. River sand 
is good, of, failing this, fine earth, but 
sand Is much better, tills being slightly 
moist. When Carrots are stored in the 
open air, pit them similarly to Potatoes, 
and in this way they keep iierfectly sound 
and fresh. Beetroot requires more than 
ordinary attention, as on the way the roots 
are preserved will depend the quality. 
The roots may have been grown well, he 
also of the right size appreciated by cooks, 
but through being badly stored the juices 
are extracted to such an extent that they 
are poor in the extreme. Some people 
affirm that Beetroot is best when left in the 
ground, the crowns being simply moulded 
over with soil. On some soils this may be 
so, but it would certainly have to be sandy 
and in a favourable district. Others lay 
the Beetroot in behind a north wall, the 
foliage being left intact. Boot may also be 
stored in the same way as Potatoes, or in 
a eone-like mound under trees. In this 
latter case the roots are built up in layers, 
tlie crowns just pointing outwards, be¬ 
tween the layers placing a little sand or 
fine earth. Over the whole would have to 
be thrown a layer of litter, tlie sides being 
combed down so os to throw off wet and 
as a further protection from frost. But 
whatever merits tlie above methods 
possess, they do not equal a good root 
store under cover. In taking up tlie roots 
extreme cure must he taken not to bruise 
them or injure tlie tap-root, for, if so, 
they will bleed, and the colour and also 
quality be lost. The tops should he 
screwed off with the hand about 2 inches 
from the crown. In storing Beet take 
particular care to arrange the roots so that 
the crown points outwards. 

Whether Turnips should be taken up 
will depend entirely on circumstances. 
Small roots will remain sound if left out 
in the open throughout the winter. With 
large roots the case is different, as a 
moderately severe frost would soon in¬ 
jure them. In any case it is best to leave 
the small roots, as these would come in at 
a time when they would be very useful, 
and by being left in the ground the quality 
is decidedly better. Girasoles, Parsnips, 
Salsafy, and Seorzonera are better left in 
tlie ground and dug as required for use— 
at least until just previous to their start¬ 
ing into growtli in the spring, when they 
must be taken up. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Asparagus beds. —The tops, being ripe, 
should now be cut down to within 3 inches 
or 4 inches of the ground. This should be 
done carefully, the stems being cut and 
not broken off at the crowns. Shears or a 


sharp knife are the best implements to 
employ for tlie purpose. Care should be 
taken not to shake off the berries on to 
tlie soil while this is being done, otherwise 
a crowd of seedlings may appear another 
season, to the detriment of the old crowns 
lying beneath them. After the tops are 
cleared away and the weeds hoed and 
raked off, the soil on the beds, to the depth 
of two inches or three inches, should 
be raked off carefully into tlie alleys and 
levelled down. If the beds are infested 
with weeds these should, of course, be got 
rid of before removing the soil. The beds 
should then be dressed with the best 
quality manure at command to a couple of 
inches in depth. The lumps should be 
broken to pieces and the whole spread os 
evenly as possible. Nothing more will then 
need to be done until the spring. The tops, 
it should have been added, are best burnt, 
esiieeially if the Asparagus beetle or other 
insect foes have been giving trouble during 
tlie past season. Where it has been found 
by experience that spring rather than 
autumn is the best time to apply the 
liianurial dressing it would not be wise to 
deviate from the usual course.—H. N. 

Potash and, Potatoes.— I am very glad 
to see “Leahurst's” letter on the above 
subject in your issue for September 2flth. 
The question of getting potash for Rota toes 
has been a serious one this year, but the 
use of wood-ashes has been a good way 
out of the difficulty. But few allotment- 
holders realise the necessity of potash for 
Potatoes, and very few realise the enor¬ 
mous quantity of potash which will he re¬ 
quired if all our Potatoes are to get their 
fair share. The burning of Potato haulm 
and garden rubbish will not produce 
enough to supply tlie many acres of Pota¬ 
toes. Other material, however, is, for¬ 
tunately, not far to seek. We have only 
to look at tlie neglected margins of fields 
and roads, at the hedge-bottoms and 
ditches, to see a mass of material which is 
teeming with potash. A strong plea ought, 
I think, to be made for the cleaning out of 
such places, since if this is not done very 
soon now the weed seeds will ripen and 
spread over much good land. Such 
material as the above should be burnt very 
slowly and all tlie ashes stored as “ Len- 
lmrst ” says, I am afraid I do not agree 
witli him when he advises readers to plant 
the Potatoes In the ashes in April. I saw 
some done tills way during the present 
year, and the results were very disappoint¬ 
ing. The method I prefer is to scatter the 
ashes freely on the land about fourteen 
days before planting, forking or stirring 
them ill— E. T. Ellis, Sheffield. 

Tomatoes and rich soil. —Most writers 
say rich soil produces too much leafage and 
strong side shoots in Tomatoes. 1 agree 
with this, but Mr. McGutfog, page 386, 
says rich soil means productiveness. No 
mention is made of what should be added 
to make the soil rich. Reference is made 
only to loam, which I think ample for grow¬ 
ing Tomatoes, unless it be very poor and 
fibreless. Does not rich soil tend to pro¬ 
duce disease in many plants? I have a 
cool house of Tomatoes planted in last 
year’s soil—loam, with only a sprinkling of 
tine loam in which to set tlie plants added. 
The plants, growing on tlie floor of a span- 
roofed house, stand from 5 feet G inches to 
6 feet 6 inches high. The seventh truss is 
now in flower on the tallest plants, and the 
only help given has been occasional water¬ 
ings of liquid manure or soot water.—C. T., 
A mpthiU , Beds. 

Index and Binding: Cases for completed 

Volume.-rte Index to Volume XXXVIII. of Garden- 
ino Illustrated noir ready < price 3d., post fret 5\<L). 
The Binding Com for the tame volume it also awilnUt 
(price It. Gd., by post 1$. 9dJ. The Irulex and Binding 
Cate can be obtained from any netesa/jent, or from tht 
Publisher, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields. Ixtndun, IV.C. 1. 1/ 

ordered together, the price of the Index and Binding Cate it 

u.po* A*, original from 
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think of a garden where Moss Roses and 
sorts like Duke of Edinburgh, Alfred 
Colomb, Fisher Holmes, Horace Vernet, 
and Dupuy Jamain hold sway, and where 
clusters of Gloire de Dijon clamber about 
the front of the old house, and where, too, 
in the borders John Hopper could always 
be found. It is a mistake to suppose that 
the sorts named are superior in the matter 
of scent to the varieties we call ours to-day, 
as mention of only a few will show. We 
owe much to Rose growers who, in their 
day, laid the foundation for a good many 
of present-day sorts; still, we cannot shut 
our eyes to the fact or admit that raisers 
in our time have lacked at all in the pro¬ 
duction of highly fragrant blossoms. What 
more delightfully scented Roses can we 
have than Captain Hayward, Hugh Dick¬ 
son, Gruss an Teplitz, Iat Tosca, Mme. 
Ravary, Mme. Melanie Soupert, Lyon 
Rose, Mme. Abel Cliatenay, Mrs. W. J. 
Grant, and Mrs. 1$. R. Cant, to name only 
a few. Whatever omissions raisers of new 
sorts have made, they cannot be charger! 
with tlie sending out of varieties from 
which fragrance is missing. It has been 
said by those best able to judge that each 
Rose has its own peculiar aroma, and that 
an expert can distinguish them by fra¬ 
grance alone. Some varieties like Mme. 
Ravary and Hugh Dickson, for example, 
are more highly scented than others, and 
for cutting for home decoration are highly 
prized for their delicious perfume. In 
contemplating the purchase of new sorts 
it is wise, perhaps, to select, as far as 
possible, those varieties which combine 
good quality, iteautiful colouring, good 
shai>e, and fragrance. Leahurst. 


XOTES AND REPLIES. 

Rose cuttings. —For the making good of 
vacancies in beds and borders and increas¬ 
ing the stock of any particular variety, 
this method of propagation has much to 
commend it. All varieties will not suc¬ 
ceed to the same extent propagated in this 
way, but the majority will do so, and 
splendid plants can be produced in the 
course of a couple of seasons. A border 
facing north-west has been found the most 
suitable place In which to insert the cut¬ 
tings, and with soil in good heart as a re¬ 
sult of its having been prepared for some 
previous crop nothing remained but to 
clean the surface and dibble in the cuttings 
in rows, placing a little sand at the base 
of each, and making them very firm. The 
cuttings for the most part were selected 
from wood which had carried a flower or 
flowers at the tips, and wherever possible 
each had a heel attached, as cuttings of 
this description always root more readily. 
A mulch of old Mushroom dung spread 
between the rows counteracts autumn 
drought and prevents frost penetrating in 
winter. The ground should be prepared 
now, and the cuttings inserted at the end 
of the month or earlier if preferred.— 
A. W. 

Roses that last long. —While giving the 
preference to Hiawatha as a lasting 
variety, there are three more that run it 
close —- American Pillar, Philadelphia 
Rambler, and Sweetheart. The last opens 
its buds with a tinge of pink, which gradu¬ 
ally fades to pure white. This is one of 
the best of pillar Roses, a true Wichura- 
iana, free in both flower and growth. 
American Pillar is a bold and attractive 
Rose, splendid for growing as a screen, as 
its foliage is so dense.—E. M. 

Rosa Moyesi in Perthshire, —At Aber- 
ruehill Castle, Comrie, Perthshire, there 
is an unusually fine plant of Rosa Moyesi, 
which bears out all that has been said in 
its favour from time to time. Too much 
cannot be said in favour of this distinct 
Rose.— S. Arxott. 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 


ROSES. 

AM UMPRUNED ROSE. 

For good reason this Rose was not pruned, 
as we could not easily get at it on the 
top of an Ivy-clad bower. Fond of Rove 
dOr, it had places among Hollies also, 
and Thorns, all quite dissimilar in aspect, 
and in all it grows with vigour and flowers 
freely. The trees were forgotten until 


flowering, lows somewhat of its glamour 
if fragrance is missing. Yet certain varie¬ 
ties, lacking in sweet scent, are conspicu¬ 
ous in many guldens to-day. Mention 
need only be made of one, of comparatively 
recent introduction, viz., Frau Karl 
Drusehki, the blooms of which are easily 
distinguished amongst others by their 
purity. It Is unfortunate that so noble a 
flower should come under any ban, yet 
against it one has to write that word of 
depreciation—“scentless.” One almost 
turns from it with a feeling of regret that 
« variety so beautiful in form, so robust 
In growtli should fail in what is rightly 


they bloomed, and the thing to bear in 
mind is that they did not seem to flower 
any worse for missing the attention of the 
pruner. Doubtless it would have been an 
advantage if the old wood had been cut 
out, but, as they grew at some height 
above the eye, the defect, if any, was not 
seen. It makes one ask if the intermin¬ 
able discourses about pruning are not 
overdone—at least, for Roses like RGve 
d’Or. W. 

SWEET-SCENTED ROSES. 

Roses have ever been a theme for poets, 
but It must be said that a Rose, however 
beautiful in form ancLc^lour, however free- 
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regarded as the essential quality of a per¬ 
fect blossom—fragrance. 

One sometimes hears elderly people 
lament the fact that present-day Roses do 
not approach in the matter of rich fra¬ 
grance the old sorts Which they grew 
themselves many years ago. It is, per¬ 
haps, pardonable In most folks that, as the 
years pass, they are liable to eulogise 
Roses of their youth, not Infrequently to 
the disparagement of newer and better 
sorts. It Is always old friends, old ties 
and associations that linger longest In the 
memory, and it is only natural that the 
Roses of early days should be remembered 
with pride and pleasure. As I write 1 


Bose Bece d'Or hirjh'up on Ivy-clad bower. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 


NUTS. 


In your issue for October 0th (p. 54(>) 
Lceehee is mentioned among Nuts. A 
fruit-tree of that name (Chinese) is often 
grown in gardens in Eastern Bengal, simi¬ 
lar in growth and appearance to an 
Arbutus, though smaller. The fruit is 
about as large as an egg Plum. It has a 
thin, tough outer skin or rind, coloured 
usually to a bronzy-red, and rough or 
“ pimpled ” all over. On tearing off this 
rind there is found a pearly-looking flesh 
of fine flavour when fresh, though it gets 
l»or if kept. It eats somewhat like a very 
fine Grape, and inside it is a large seed or 
“ stone.” Can that stone be of use as a 
Nut, or is the Lceehee referred to some¬ 
thing else? The Chinese Leeehee comes to 
London dried, and then the rind is dry 
and brittle, and inside it the fruit is not 
unlike a Raisin with a Tamarind stone in 
it, but it is doubtful whether this stone is 
eatable. There is a well-known fruit com¬ 
mon in Bengal. English people call it the 
Jack (Bengali, “ Katill ”), a large, priekly- 
looking affair of perhaps 2 lb. weight. In¬ 
side there are many Nuts or “ stones ” the 
size of a Brazil Nut kernel, but rounder 
and without shell, each being surrounded 
by a very sweet, fleshy pulp. Most English 
folk refuse to touch it because of its strong 
odour, but it is, in moderation, decidedly 
good eating. The Nuts are sometimes 
cooked in a curry, and are quite eatable. 

I never heard of them being sold as Nuts 
or sent to this country, but they might be 
worth trying.— East Suffolk. 


THE LOGANBERRY. 

Mr. Charles V. Hickie, in his notes on the 
Loganberry (page 531) appears to infer, 
because I referred to this over-rated fruit 
—and correctly, as I think—ns “trashy,” 
that I have been growing a spurious 
variety, and not the true sort. It is news 
to me that there is more than one variety 
of Loganberry. The variety I wrote of 
was the “ true” Loganberry ; and my ex¬ 
perience of the fruit dates almost from the 
time of its introduction to this country. 
No great knowledge is required to arrive 
at tlie correct method of culture ; as a 
matter of fact, it was grown precisely in 
the way indicated by Mr. Hickie. with one 
exception. Instead of being trained on a 
wall, the Loganberry was grown upon a 
trellis. I can find a better use for south 
walls—and, indeed, for cold walls, too— 
than growing Loganberries on them. 
Certainly, no one would dream of retain¬ 
ing growths at their full length, for it 
'youId be a lofty wall which would accom¬ 
modate these, which at times in these 
gardens make 24 feet of growth. The 
great drawback of the Loganberry is the 
fact that the fruits ripen irregularly, and 
that, unless a large quantity is grown, it 
is impossible to pick more than a few 
pounds on any given occasion. It would 
be interesting were Mr. Hickie to give us 
the dimensions of his walls and the weight 
of fruit gathered. I do not dispute that 
the Loganberry is of commercial value, 
but its proper place is in the field along 
with Raspberries grown for market, and 
not in the garden. Here it was persevered 
with for a good number of years, and 
finally put outside the garden, as it was 
the least profitable fruit grown. By the 
bye, although the word is now written 
Loganberry, I believe I am correct in say¬ 
ing that it was originally written Logan 
Berry, being so called after Judge Logan, 
who raised it. 
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of the growth of the Blackberry seems to 
give valuable suggestions in this connec¬ 
tion.” The cultural directions which lie 
gives are in no way identical with the 
natural growth of the Blackberry, which 
certainly does not get a south wall upon 
which to grow. W. McG. 

- Mr. Hickie’s notes on the Logan¬ 
berry on page 531 are a very good de¬ 
fence of the Loganberry, and all the more 
valuable from Ins practical directions as 
to its cultivation and uses. It is desirable 
to grow a fair number of plants, so that a 
sufficient quantity of fruit for use at one 
time may be gathered. With a few plants 
only a small number of fruits can be 
secured in the best condition, and it is not 
advisable ’to keep them too long before 
cooking, so that successionnl gatherings 
before using the first are not to be advo¬ 
cated. I find the Isiganlierry most useful 
for jam, while it is also utilised for 
puddings. Many people who taste the jam 
prefer it to Raspberries, and I share this 
preference, although Raspberry jam i« one 
of my special favourites. The fruit'ripens 
here in August—early in the month, as a 
rule.— A Kirkcudbrightshire Gardener. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The Potato an overvalued tuber.—I 

have been trying to eat some of the best I 
have of these of this year’s growth, and 
finding it difficult, I gave up the attempt. 
The Potato is a poor starchy food and the 
worst of the starchy foods, belonging, too, j 
to a poisonous lot and soon becoming 
poisonous if exposed to the light. It is a 
tender plant, too, giving way at once to 
disease in wet summers often coming in 
our isles. In value it is not nearly so high 
ns things hardy in our land, or that may 
lie well grown free of disease, like the 
Swede, Marrow, Girasole, Bean, Haricot, 
Runners, Artichoke, Onion, WItloof, Chick 
Pea, Cauliflower, many forms of Brasslca, 
Carrot, Celery, Senkale, garden forms of 
Maize, excellent and the best esculent come 
into gardens in our day, Parsnips, Beet, 
and Salsafy. Some of these are neglected 
ns a result, in port, of the undeserved 
popularity of the Potato.—W. 

Seakale or Spinach Beet.— “ F. W. G.,” 
in “The Week's Work,” September 22nd, 
writes as if these two kinds are one and 
the same tiling. Tills is by no menus the 
case, as they are quite distinct. The 
Seakale Beet is the larger grower, and is, 

I should think, the one referred to by 
“ F. W. G.” This has a stout midrib, 
which can be treated like Seakale, while 
the green portions may be used ns a sub¬ 
stitute . for Spinach. The midrib and 
veins are of a light colour, while the blade 
of the leaf is of a somewhat pale green. 
On the other hand, the Spinach Beet is not 
so large a grower, and the midrib and 
veins are in no way abnormal in size, 
so that the entire leaf can be cooked as 
Spinach. The leaves of this are darker in 
colour than in the preceding. Everyone 
knows the difficulty of growing the 
ordinary Spinach on hot, dry soils, 
and under such conditions the Spinach 
Beet is a good substitute. The true 
Spinach Beet may be recommended for 
gardens of very limited extent, and in 
my suburban one, where every foot of 
space is a consideration, I regard it as one 
of the most remunerative crops. It stood 
last winter perfectly, and as soon as grow¬ 
ing weather set in during the belated 
spr.ng, we were gathering good succulent 
leaves. At that time this Spinach Beet 
was the only green vegetable we had. The 
garden is on a cold, stiff soil facing south¬ 
east. The plants may lie allowed 
Iff inches to IS Inches in the rows and 
0 inches to 8 inches between the plants.— 
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Worthless early Apples.— W. J. Farmer 
(P- 514) is right as to the value %f these. 
Giving certificates of merit to an Apple 
like Gladstone or other early Apples that 
come in when we have much lietter frfiits 
is a mistake. Is there one of these new 
early Apples ns good as the old Keswick 
Codliu?—W. 

Potatoes, the need for overhauling.—I 

hear of many people storing their Potatoes 
in large quantities instead of in small lots. 
The advantage to be gained by pursuing 
tlie latter course is obvious. Should 
disease assert itself it is easier to deal with 
a small number of tubers than when they 
are put away in sacks or tubs in big lots. 
Further than this, it is important that 
Potatoes should be gone over periodically 
and examined, discarding any that show 
signs of disease, as, if these are left, in¬ 
fection quickly spreads. Growers of Pota¬ 
toes for the first time are not always alive 
to the -importance of this. It is always 
better to store them in small quantities, 
when they can he easily overhauled, rather 
than to pack them away under conditions 
where sorting entails a deal of labour. 
The abnormal rainfall in August lias pro¬ 
duced a good deal of disease, and it is 
essential that a watch should lie kept on 
tubers throughout the winter.— Townsman. 

The Apple and the war.— There is much 
common-sense in what “ W. J. Farmer ” 
says in his notes on “ The Fruit Season in 
Cornwall,” on page 5.34. In Scotland many 
tons of Apples will be wasted this season 
from want of sugar. Were those Apples 
which carry all or nearly all of tlieir own 
sugar substituted for some of the others it 
would probably bo a benefit in more waya 
than one. As it is, prices are exeeedingiy 
low, as few private jam makers have any 
sugar to spare and the manufacturers are 
oli'ering such low prices. A friend told me 
the other day that she had been endeavour¬ 
ing to soil her Apples to a jam maker and 
that lie had offered her six shillings a 
hundredweight. As the Apple in question 
was a long-keeping one and the lady had a 
good place for storage the offer was de¬ 
clined.—A Border Gardener. 

A Continental method of blanching 
Leeks. —A method of blanching which is 
followed with much success on the Con¬ 
tinent is to plant tlie Leeks in a hole about 
I! inches deep in well-prepared soil. Then 
fine spud and sifted leaf-soil are lightly 
dribbled around each plant. This allows 
room for tlie development of tlie stem, 
which is blanched as it continues to grow. 
This simple method should commend itself 
to growers in this country, instead of tlie 
laborious practice of planting in trenches 
in tlie vain hope that the plants will make 
long stems before proceeding to earth them 
up. Large Leeks are of suiierior flavour 
and in every way preferable to small ones. 
In this respect the Leek may be an excep¬ 
tion to other vegetables.—Garden. 

How to store Nuts. —In some parts of the 
country there is a very good Nut crop this 
year. Walnuts, Filberts, Cob, and Hazel 
Nuts are easily stored, and, as it is most 
desirable that such valuable food should 
not be wasted, the public are advised to 
pick tlie Nuts when fully ripe and dry 
them in the sun for ten or twelve days, 
after which they may bo placed In Lags 
made of any closely-woven material. Hang 
the bags in a very cool, dry place, and, for 
preference, where there is little or no light. 
Walnuts will not keep for more titan six 
months, but Cobs and Hazel Nuts should 
remain in good condition for one or even 
two years. 

Cooking Couvd Tronchuda.— Will some 
reader tell me how this should be cooked 5 
j h*-.ye grown some, thinking that it would 
J>e like Seakale ; but, so far, have not got 
it in an eatable condition 1 .— East Set- 
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OUTDOOR PLANTS, 

THE CHINESE HOUND’S-TONGUE 
(Cynoglossum asiabii.e). 

This, so much praised of late, is_a native 
ot China and the handsomest annual for 
autumn bloom I know among blue flowers. 
It sowed itself last autumn over an old 
Rose bed, and as it seemed to brave the 
winter and harsh spring I let it alone, and 
row, after flowering all the summer, it 
foims certainly the most attractive bed in 
the garden at the end of September, show¬ 
ing no trace of the effects of the heavy 
rainstorms that have dimmed the beauty 
of most flowers. Owing to its charming ! 
colour and fine vigour it may he a very 1 


unknown to many who cultivate them in 
pots. Some years ago, when judging at 
tlie show of tlie Stranraer Horticultural 
Society, I was specially struck with tlie 
free use of this Lily in competitive collec¬ 
tions of border flowers. The same free¬ 
dom was noticeable in groups of green¬ 
house plants, and in classes for Liliums 
many remarkably fine plants were shown. 
The substance of stem, foliage, and bloom 
was of the highest order, and I was in¬ 
formed by my colleague that all these 
Liliums had been lifted from the open and 
potted up for the show—a fact which I 
afterwards verified on paying a visit to 
the gardens of one of the prominent ex¬ 
hibitors. Quite recently, in the course of 
a visit to the gardens in Princes Street, 


KNIPHOPHIAS. 

These are among the showiest of the 
plants, that flower late in the season. 
When tlie days begin to shorten and only 
the late-blooming herbaceous plants are in 
flower tlie Kniphophias are conspicuous ; 
and those who have seen, as I have daily 
done for tlie past three weeks, between 
400 and 500 spikes in one border, will 
readily admit that the value of Knipho¬ 
phias is clear. The variety grown is 
chiefly K. Uvaria, or, more correctly, K. 
aloides, one of tlie oldest, and still, per¬ 
haps, (juite the best of the family. It is 
an excellent border plant, and may be 
grown with success in almost any soil and 
liosition, although, naturally, where these 
two conditions are especially favourable 


The Chinese Hound's-taigue (Cynoglc ssitm amabile) in a bed of B(ses. 


good plant to try on sandy or otherwise 
barish banks. 

The flowers, owing to their fine colour, 
are very useful for cutting, and look well 
arranged loosely in a vase. W. 


LILIUM AURATUM IN THE OPEN. 
The interesting article by Mr. Jenkins in 
Gakdekinq of September 20th (p. 535) con¬ 
cerning L. auratum in pots will be ap¬ 
preciated by growers of this tine Lily. In 
districts where it is possible to grow L. 
nuratum in the open I have no hesitation 
in saying that the results are immeasurably 
superior to those obtained from pot-grown 
bulbs. The climate and the soil of Wig¬ 
townshire are pre-eminently suited to the 
open-air culture of L. auratum, and the 
bulbs grow and l a ooiu with a luxuriance 
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Edinburgh, I was surprised to find that L. 
auratum, as well as L. speciosum and 
others of that family, have been very 
freely used, and with much success, during 
the present season. In this case, however, 
it is likely that these Liliums were grown 
for some time in pots before being put out. 
Success with L. auratum in the open is 
largely a matter of soil and environment. 

JBalmac, Kirkcudbright. W. McG. 

[It would worth while knowing 
whether the bulbs of the Liliums referred 
to had been removed from the pots or 
whether tlie pots containing the bulbs had 
merely been plunged. Some years ago we 
remember having seen them in the same 
place, hut the i>ots containing the bulbs 
were being plunged. Alongside the beds 
we noted several round baskets filled with 
the Liliums in pots.— Ed.] 


the results are correspondingly better. I 
have for years noticed this in the case of 
one particular clump, which grows in a 
south border in the neighbourhood of a 
wall upon which reaches and Nectarines 
find a place. These trees throughout the 
season receive frequent supplies of liquid 
manure, which find their way down 
among the roots of the Kniphophla. The 
benefit derived is clearly shown in the en¬ 
hanced luxuriance of foliage and the 
larger, more numerous, and more highly- 
coloured flowers which tlie plant produces 
year by year, I think it will be generally 
agreed' that a large percentage of the other 
forms may be traced, either as seedlings 
or as hybrids, to K. aloides. K. a. pnccox, 
K. nobills, and K. grandis are sufficiently 
Well known—the first of the trio being the 
earliest to bloom, generally in May. I 





572 


GJRDE.N'IjYG illustrated. 


October 20, 191? 


fancy that the variety grown under the 
name of May Queen is merely K. a. pra>- 
cox, or a selection of that plant, under 
another name. The fine Kniphophia in¬ 
troduced from South Africa about the 
middle of the ISth century, K. Burchelli, 
is very handsome and distinct, and blooms 
midway between the earliest forms of K. 
aloides and the one which is generally 
grown. A useful dwarf variety Is Iv. Nef- 
soni, with bright coral flowers upon stems 
about 2 feet high. K. eaulescens, too, is 
distinct, and is easily recognisable by 
reason of its glaucous leaves and short 
heads, as well as by its comparative lack 
of brilliancy. 

Apart from the considerable number of 
hybrids, mention may be made of K. 
Tucki and K. Nortlike, both well worth 
inclusion in a collection. One of the 
finest, if, indeed, not quite the finest, 
effects which I have seen from the use of 
Knlphophias was during a visit some 
years ago to the gardens at Liangedwvn, 
Oswestry, where at the foot of a terrace 
an exceptionally large bed was filled with 
Iv. aloides, which when in full bloom was 
an object lesson in the value of massing 
this noble plant. iy. McG. 

lialmae, Kirkcudbright. 


RADIUMISING THE SOIL. 

It is surmised that the interior of this 
planet is a mass of iron, in a molten liquid 
or gaseous condition under enormous pres¬ 
sure, and the surface to a depth of some 
miles forms the outside covering or 
“crust.” This “crust” is now presumed 
to be charged with radium, the percentage 
increasing with the depth, and the radium 
emanations are constantly rising through 
the soil from the depths of the earth, these 
amounting to one hundred times the 
emanations given off by the upper 5-inch 
layer of soil. The effect of these emana¬ 
tions in stimulating plant life and growtli 
is now well known, and the system of 
“ radiumfsing the soil ” is now being 
largely employed all over these islands. 

Professor Barton Scammeli, M.S.C.I., 
of Dover, the inventor of this radiumising 
method, has devised a new agricultural 
implement, which is known as the “ wor- 
mulator,” to be used on deep soils, to 
bring up to the surface the underlying 
virgin soil, and thus increase the fertility 
of the fields to a very groat extent, and n't 
a very low cost. 

The implement, shaped something like 
a large gimlet, pierces the ground, and, 
imitating the action of the common earth 
worm, brings to the surface the underly¬ 
ing soil which is then spread over the 
fields. 

The “ wormulator ” is worked by motor 
or by man i*ower— thus making it applic¬ 
able to fields of large extent, or to small 
allotments. 

[This surpasses most of the nonsense 
of the day.—E d.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 
i To ? J humb Nasturtiums —The note on 
dwarf Nasturtiums (page 541) is useful in 
that it draws attention to the value of 
these plants for summer bedding. Owing 
to the failure of some beds of Begonias 
during the present season, the blanks were 
tilled With seedlings of Nasturtium Em- 
piess of India transplanted from another 
Place. These seedlings have made excel¬ 
lent growth, have bloomed profusely, and 
have been both showy and enduring. 
L nder the present circumstances it is pro¬ 
posed to extend their use during the 
coming year; and taking into considera¬ 
tion the small amount of work entailed 
by their use in spring, and the saving of 
labour in the way of starting, boxing, and 
hardening-off Begonias, it seems strange 
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that their use has not been more general. 
Perhaps the ease with which they can be 
grown and the cheapness of the seeds may 
have had something to do with their 
neglect.—W. McG. 

Utility screens. —It sometimes happens 
in town gardens that something of a quick¬ 
growing nature is required to afford a 
screen to divide some portion, or for ob¬ 
scuring an unsightly object. Now is the 
time when planting' should be done. If 
the position is a sunny one, such tilings 
as Rambler Roses, Honeysuckles, or Cle¬ 
matises may lie considered. If shade pre¬ 
dominates, a quick-growing creeper, like 
Ivy or Virginian Creeper, could lie put in 
now, whilst Hops are ornamental and easy 
to grow.— Townsman. 


GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 

THE ONION MILDEW. 

This has been very prevalent In the south¬ 
west of Scotland this season, and has 
caused much disappointment to many keen 
growers of this favourite vegetable. All 
who have any trouble with this mildew 
should collect and burn all diseased tops. 
If left on the ground they rot and set free 
the spores, which are said to retain their 
vitality for two years. A change of situa¬ 
tion where mildew lias appeared is also 
advisable. It has been said that autumn- 
sown Onions are free from mildew, but 
this is not the case, as I know of instances 
where this pest has been highly destruc¬ 
tive to such.—A Scottish Border Gardener. 

- I do not know whether this is 

general or only local. Certainly on all 
sides in tills district it is very prevalent. 
Not only has the attack been virulent, but 
it came so early that the prospects for the 
future are very bad. The early attack 
stopped the growth just at a jieriod of 
usual activity, and now small bulbs are 
the outcome. Not only is this a present 
experience, but the premature collapse of 
leaf growth will assuredly affect the keep¬ 
ing qualities of the bulbs, coupled with 
the heavy rainfall of the passing season. 
A mixture of fresh lime and sulphur is a 
common remedy, but though repeated 
several times and nil application given 
even before signs of mildew were seen, 
yet, aided by tlie continued storms, mildew 
spread rapidly. Much effort has been de¬ 
voted to the spraying of Potatoes, which 
everyone admits to be desirable, and a 
remedy against mildew in Onions ought to 
be forthcoming. There appears to be no 
general chemical remedy offered by sun- 
drtesmen for staying or preventing the 
mildew in Onions. I have recently found 
“ Amberine ” advertised, but without any 
testimony as to its effectiveness for the 
purpose. Flowers of sulphur is a well- 
known antidote for common mildew, and 
with new lime added in equal bulk and 
applied in powder form has done much to 
stay its progress in years gone by. In 
this western county, at any rate, rain has 
been so prevalent that these specifics have 
lost their effectiveness considerably, and it 
only remains now to aid maturity of the 
bulbs to the best advantage and thus pro¬ 
long their season as far as possible. Im¬ 
mature and badly ripened Onions are 
quickly excited Into activity when the 
weather is mild in winter, and once this 
occurs their keeping properties are 
jeopardised. It would be interesting to 
learn from your many readers whether 
Onion mildew has had a wide range or if 
it is only local. “Amberine,” too, may 
have some advocates, in which case 
readers may help in giving their experi¬ 
ence of it. There has been but little com¬ 
plaint of the attacks from the Onion, 
maggot, which is a serious trouble in some 
years.—W. S., Wilts. 


THE VALUE OF BIRDS. 

I have read, not without interest, the note 
on this subject over the initials “H. T. C.” 
It is all very well to make the garden a 
sanctuary for birds, but I fear that 
“ II. T. C.” does so at the ex-pense of fruit 
crops, for, unless they are very closely 
netted out, birds will assuredly take full 
advantage of the sanctuary and of its con¬ 
tents. I am a close observer of all kinds 
of birds, and, so far as is possible, they 
are not unduly disturbed. Those which 
are, at certain times, injurious are wood- 
pigeons, jackdaws, blackbirds, thrushes, 
the hawfinch and the chaffinch, the 
sparrow and the blue tit. The first two 
and the siiarrow are dangerous to newly- 
sown or germinating I’eas, while the 
sparrow and the chaffinch will uproot 
seedlings of Brassicas and similar things. 
The blackbird and the thrush are, of 
course, fruitarians, and can speedily work 
havoc. The hawfinch will shell a line of 
Peas as quickly as the most industrious 
and nimble-fingered maid, while the tit Is, 
as all fruit growers know, dreaded for its 
habit of I locking holes near the stem of 
ripening Fears. Even the favourite robin 
redbreast is, at times, rather a nuisance, 
for if it obtains admission into a vinery it 
will soon disfigure n buneli of Grapes. My 
special abomination Is tlie starling, not 
that I can truthfully say that it is, from 
my own observation, dangerous to seeds or 
fruit, but because of its objectionable habit 
of besmirching shrubs. I would be inter¬ 
ested to learn which birds “ H. T. C.” 
considers to be more destructive than the 
sparrow all the year round. 

W. McGuffog. 

Rnlmae , Kirkcudbright. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Apples, fungus on. —Please inform me 
from what the Apples (Ben’s Red) sent 
herewith are suffering? Is it a disease, 
and, if so, what is the remedy? Is this 
Apple more subject to it than others, as 
for two years it has been similarly 
affected? The others planted near show 
little, if any, signs of this trouble.— 
H. C. J. 

[The Apples sent are suffering from tlie 
brown-rot fungus (Sclerotina fructigenu). 
The fungus first attacks tlie foliage and 
afterwards tlie fruit. Remove and burn 
at once all affected fruits, and after the 
leaves are down spray the trees with 
Woburn wash, which possesses both 
caustic and fungicidal properties. Spray 
again before the buds burst or early in 
February. Then, after tlie trees have 
flowered and the fruit is properly set. 
spray with Bordeaux mixture at half 
strength, and two or three times after¬ 
wards, allowing a fortnight or three weeks 
to elapse between each application. 
When the leaves fall gather up and burn 
them. Any dealer in horticultural sun¬ 
dries will supply the above-named reme¬ 
dies ready for use, all you have to do 
being to mix and dilute as tier directions.] 

The use of poisoned grain. — As your 
issue of the 15th ult. contains a sugges¬ 
tion that Corn poisoned with strychnine 
should be used for destroying sparrows, 
may I be allowed to say that this method 
is not only extremely dangerous (since it 
is impossible to limit the consequences), 
but that It is prohibited by the Food Con¬ 
troller. A Norfolk District Council re¬ 
cently appropriated public funds to pur¬ 
chase Corn and pay a man to poison and 
distribute it. They received a sharp re¬ 
buke from the Ministry of Food, with the 
information that. Wheat could not be so 
used without express authority, and this 
authority they were not prepared to grant. 
—L. Gardiner, Secretary, Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds. 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In blooji October Dim. —Clematis (in 
tarictg), Buddleia variabilis magniflca, 
hardy Fuchsias (in variety), Jasminuin 
officinale affine, Weigelas, Escallonias (in 
variety), Uhoisya teniata, Abelia rupes- 
tiis, Hydrangea yuniculata grandiflora, 
Spinm con] usa, Spartium Junceum, 
Laurustinus, Genista hirsute, Ceanothus 
(in variety), Magnolia yriindiflora, Oaly- 
canthus floriditx, Desmodium penduli- 
flora m, Lavatera Olbia, Veronicas (in 
variety), Clvrodendron triehotomum, 
Daphne Dauphini, CaVyopteris Mastacan- 
thus, Hypericums (in variety), Myrtle, 
Solatium jasminoidcs, Polygonum bqlils- 
chuanicum. Wistaria. Alt Haas (Hibiscus) 
(in variety), Potenlilla arborea, Cistus 
(in variety), Ericas (several), Mcnziesias, 
Hoses (in variety), Tropuolutn speeiosum, 
T. tuberosum, Romnvya Coultcri, Correas, 
Trilomas (in variety), Gladiolus, Hyacin- 
thus ca n dicans, Amaryllis Belladonna, 
Colchicums (rose and i chitc). Cyclamen 
hedcra’folium. Crocus (species), Anemone 
coronaria, A. japonica (in variety), Pa.ro- 
chetus communis, Saxifraga Fortunci, 
dicarf Campanulas (in variety), Mazus 
Pumilio, Convolvulus mauritanicus, 
Androsaees (in variety), Linarias,. 1 Tunica 
Saxifraga, Lithospermums, alpine Phloxes 
(in variety), Hutchinsia alpina, JEthio- 
nema pulcliellum, Gypsophilas, Mesem- 
bryanthemums (in variety). Antirrhinum 
Asarina, Dryas octopctala, Bagina glabra. 
Thymus Serpyllum (in variety). Anihemts 
Keltcayi, CEnothcras (in variety), Fran- 
coas, Potentillus (in variety), Sedum spcc- 
tabile (in variety), S. Sieboldi, Verbena 
eenusa, Pcntslcmons (in variety), East 
Lothian Stocks, Tufted Pansies (in 
variety), Gazan in splendent. Heliotropes, 
Ageratums, Salvias (in variety). Lava- 
teras. Lobelia cardinalis (in variety), 
Tradeseantia virginiea. Plumbago I.ar- 
pento:, Erigerons, Scab iota (in variety), 
Cosmos, Bergamot, Pliygelius capensis, 
Staticv (in variety), Acliillcas, Gcums, 
Michaelmas Daisies (in great variety), 
Helcniums, Uelianthus (in variety), Hnil- 
beckias. Acanthus, Anchusa myosotidi- 
flora, Morina longifolia. Coreopsis grandi- 
flora, Cimicifuyu simplex, Eeliinops, 
Hemeroealtis (in variety), Solidagos, 
Artemisia lactiflora, Cyprrus longus, 
Senecio tanghutiea, Pampas Grasses. 

The week's work. —Much rain has 
fallen during the past week, accompanied 
by very rough winds. On the morning of 
the 7th 3 dogs, of frost were registered. 
Climbers on walls have again been looked 
over, cutting out dead wood and tying in 
the growths where necessary. Just suffi¬ 
cient ties to keep them in position are all 
that is required. Seeds of alpine and rock 
plants sown in August have germinated 
well. These are now being pricked out 
into boxes filled with finely-sifted sandy 
soil and placed in a cold frame. The cut¬ 
tings of many species ami varieties of 
alpine and rock plants inserted in July 
have now made nice plants, and many of 
the hardier species will be planted in their 
permanent positions at the first favour¬ 
able opportunity ; others less hardy will be 
kept in cold frames throughout the winter 
and planted out early in tile spring. 

Herbaceous plants tliat have exhausted 
the soil should lie taken up, and the 
border trenched deeply, incorporating 
plenty of good stable-manure, and wher¬ 
ever it is possible to change the position 
of tile various plants it always pays to 
do so. Supposing a large group of Phlox 
has stood two or three years, it will have 
exhausted the soil. The same with Del¬ 
phiniums, Monardas, and Pyrethrums: in 
fact, all strong-growing plants if their 
positions are interchanged will grow with 
renewed vigour. In dividing the plants, 
choose the pieees from the outside. 
These can generally be secured with good 
roots. Small divisions are better than 
large split plants, the centres of which 
are generally useless. The earliest- 
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planted Gladioli, having ripened their 
foliage, have been lifted and placed with 
the stems attached in a cool house to dry. 
Before storing them for the winter all oil- 
sets will be rubbed off and the conns 
graded into different sires. The latest- 
planted batches are still in full beauty. 
Pentstemon cuttings in cold frames are 
now well looted, and an abundance of air 
is admitted on all favourable occasions. 
A good batch of Gazania cuttings lias been 
nit in, choosing the smaller shoots which 
lave no flower-buds. These are inserted 
at about 2j inches apart on a bed of sandy 
soil in a cold frame, and kept dose and 
shaded until rooted. As cuttings of 
Tufted Pansies are now plentiful, another 
batch was inserted during tile week. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall Gardens, Otindlc, Nortliants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Strawberry beds. —These should again 
be looked over and the plants relieved of 
recently-produced runners, which, in con¬ 
sequence of so much wet weather, have 
pushed out in great numbers. These, if 
allowed to remain, only weaken the 
crowns and serve no good purpose. 
Weeds, which have appeared in abundance 
since the clearing away of the straw 
mulch, must be given no quarter; there¬ 
fore, hoeing should lie persevered with 
whenever the weather will admit. Young 
plants set out ill August also require the 
same attention. Beds containing plants 
two years and upwards in age should be 
manured the first opportunity after this 
date, so that autumnal rains may wash 
out its nutritive properties for tile benefit 
of the roots of the plants. The manure 
itself may then be lightly worked in by 
pointing during the winter or early spring 
months. It is difficult to advise as to the 
best kind of manure to employ; the best 
way, therefore, is to apply the best ob¬ 
tainable in each individual case. 

Fruit-tree planting _Whenever pos¬ 

sible, preparations should now be com¬ 
menced in the way of getting holes opened 
out where the trees are to be planted— 
whether against walls, in the open 
garden, or orchard. Holes each from 
4$ feet to 6 feet in diameter are none too 
large, and the soil should lie broken up to 
three spits in depth. The top spit or the 
best of the soil should be laid by itself for 
covering the roots with, and in the ease 
of choice fruits, such as Apricots, Peaches, 
Cherries, and Plums, the two lower spits, 
if of unsuitable material, should lie taken 
away and replaced with soil of a better 
quality. The importance of providing 
some fresh loam and calcareous matter for 
stone fruits was mentioned in a previous 
note and will bear repeating again, as it is 
so very essential tor their well-being. 
The last-named, together with the residue 
from the burning of garden refuse, is also 
good for mixing with heavy soils for 
Apples, Pears, and Plums, especially in 
the orchard, where it may not be possible, 
as is often the casp, to replace the worst 
of the soil with that of better quality 
Where a point is made of burning the 
season’s accumulation of rubbish every 
winter, there is then a good supply of 
material of this description always at com¬ 
mand, and for soils of a heavy nature it 
may he liberally employed. The worst 
kind of soil to deal with and render suit¬ 
able for fruit growing is that of a light 
sandy nature, to which it is advisable, if 
procurable, to add a good proportion of 
turfy loam fthe heavier the better), road- 
sidings, if free from deleterious matter, 
that from main roads being out of the 
question for this very reason, and old 
soil which lias been used for Melon grow¬ 
ing and a like purpose. Even a certain 
amount of clay might be used if it is first 
dried and then broken down to a fine con¬ 
dition and mixed with the staple while it 
is in a dry state. This would render a 
sandy soil much more retentive, give the 
t«ees a better root hold, while the latter 


would not lie so liable to become a prey 
to canker, as is the case when planted in 
such a medium without correctives or ad¬ 
ditions being made to it. In low-lying 
localities due regard must be paid to the 
provision of drainage material to place 
in the bottom of the holes when the sub¬ 
soil is cold and damp, and of drains when 
water is found to gather in the holes after 
they are opened out. 

’ Bush fruits_ Where new plantations of 

Gooseberries and Currants are to be 
formed the ground should be liberally 
manured and dug at least two spits deep. 
For Raspberries three spits is none too 
great a depth at which to break up the 
soil. Here, again, the soil should be well 
enriched with manure. Long stable- 
manure does very well for placing under 
the lowermost spit. Where manure is 
none too plentiful, the supply may be 
eked out by using basic slag at the rate 
of I lb. to the square yard for the lower 
spits. 

Coleworts _A final planting of this 

useful type of Cabbage should take place. 
The Hardy Winter variety is the best to 
plant now, but rather than any spare 
ground should be vacant the London or 
Rosette variety may be used, as there is 
yet time for the plants to make a good 
deal of growth, and even if they do not 
heart in they can lie pulled and used as 
Greens or Collards after the turn of the 
year. 

Seakale. —If very early forcing has to 
be done, the forwardest or best ripened of 
the crowns should be partially lifted out 
of the soil, leaving all the soil adhering to 
the roots. This is best done with a graft 
or draining spade, as it can not only be 
thrust further into the soil than an ordi¬ 
nary spade, but greater leverage power 
can lie obtained with it when partly rais¬ 
ing the crowns and roots. 

Early vinery. —’fhe Vines may now be 
pruned and the wounds dressed with 
painter’s knotting or styptic to avert risk 
of bleeding when started again. The 
cleaning of the Vines— i.r., removing loose 
bark and scrubbing the rods with soapy 
water—should precede the cleansing of the 
structure. A point should lie made of 
doing the latter thoroughly, washing the 
roof glass both inside and out at the same 
time. The rods may then be dressed 
either with Gisliurst’s compound or some 
approved insecticide, and the walls lime- 
washed. Finally, the surface soil of the 
border should be lightly pricked up and 
taken away and replaced with rich and 
suitable compost. The foregoing opera¬ 
tions may, pruning excepted, lie under¬ 
taken as opportunities present them¬ 
selves. Until the time arrives for start¬ 
ing afresh, which under existing condi¬ 
tions is not likely to l>e liefore the year is 
out, it is necessary to keep the house as 
cool as possible. 

Late Peach-houses.— No effort should 
lie spared in getting the wood thoroughly 
ripened. To this end afford all the air 
possible, and, if it can be allowed, turn 
on a little fire beat also. This would be 
unnecessary if a continuation of fine 
weather could be assured, so that if arti¬ 
ficial heat is at command it is best to 
make use of it. 

Root-pruning. —Where this has to be re¬ 
sorted to in consequence of the more pre¬ 
ferable method of lifting being impractic¬ 
able, in order to bring about a fruitful 
condition in Apple, Pear, and Plum trees, 
a start may at once be made, for the 
earlier it is done the mole quickly will 
the trees recover from the operation. One 
half of the roots only should be dealt with 
in one season. For ordinary purposes, 
such as in the case of pyramid and bush 
trees usually grown in gardens, the trench 
should not be opened nearer the stems 
than 3 feet to 3} feet. For trees of 
larger dimensions the spread of the 
branches should lie taken as a guide. 
After the ends of the several roots, both 
at the side and under tile hall, have been 
pared smooth, the trench should be re- 
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filled, and, if available, some loam of a 
fibrous nature mixed with the staple as the 
work proceeds to encourage the formation 
of fibrous roots. If the ball—more parti¬ 
cularly the lower portion of it—is found 
to lie dry, do not hesitate to afford a good 
soaking of water when the filling in is 
complete, mulching afterwards to exclude 
frost. 

Cucumbers. —Plants in bearing and 
those commencing to fruit will now re¬ 
quire careful treatment. Less overhead 
syringing must be done, unless it should 
Ik; on a particularly bright morning, when 
the leaves will appreciate a good dewing 
over with tepid water. When dull, syring¬ 
ing of the foliage is best omitted and the 
necessary amount of humidity imparted by 
the damping of floors and border surfaces. 
Watering, too, will need more care, and 
the water used should always be tepid. 
When necessary to ventilate, make a point 
of closing early, shutting in as much solar 
warmth as possible with a view' to econo¬ 
mising fire neat. Attend to tne stopping 
and training in of young growths and re¬ 
move the older leaves as may be neces¬ 
sary, or l>efore they lieeomo infested with 
red-spider. Soot-water sprinkled on the 
floor in the afternoon or evening, or a 
little guano, will create a healthy atmo¬ 
sphere and serve to counteract this insect 
foe. A steady night temperature of 
67 dogs, to 70 degs., and 75 clegs, by day 
is now requisite. The bottom heat should 
not lie less than 80 degs. Unless fire heat 
can !>e afforded, it is useless to think of 
growing Cucumbers during the winter. 

A. W. 


seasons, for if performed in one, the severe 
check might permanently cripple a large 
specimen. Such a tree should have a 
trench cut round one half now, leaving the 
remaining portion till the following season. 

Currants and Gooseberries —As soon 
as the leaves have all fallen, these should 
first be pruned and then well sprayed with 
some effective insecticide to clear the trees 
of any insect pests that may have found 
a home there. The old mulchings and 
loose soil should be removed to a depth 
of 2 inches or 3 inches, especially round 
the stems, where the larvae are usually 
very plentiful. A good dressing of quick¬ 
lime should then be given, the bushes 
dusted with it, and the old soil replaced 
by fresh compost, which should be trodden 
firmly. The bushes should be syringed 
once or tw'iee during the winter and spring, 
and a sharp look out kept for any signs of 
caterpillars. 

Late Grapes _The latest varieties are 

now ripe, and the chief object is to keep 
them in good condition for as long a period 
as possible. The atmospheric tempera¬ 
ture at night must not be less than 
50 de^s. During fine, bright weather it 
may rise to 70 degs. or 75 degs. during 
the’ day, provided the ventilators are open 
at the top and bottom of the house. 
Whenever there is evidence of moisture in 
the outdoor atmosphere the front ventila¬ 
tors are kept closed. Unless water is 
absolutely necessary to the roots it should 
lie withheld, but even when necessary it 
must not be applied in excessive quantity, 
and only given on fine mornings, when 
air can be freely admitted to prevent 
moisture condensing on the fruits. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Root pruning is a necessary operation 
in the case of trees making very strong 
growth, in order to feriug them into a 
fruitful condition. In many gardens may 
be seen fruit-trees making gross growth 
yet bearing very little or no fruit. Such 
trees require root pruning, and the present 
is tlie best time tor doing so. If this is 
carried out early in the autumn the roots 
have time to recover from the check, and, 
as the soil is still warm, they start grow¬ 
ing at once, the trees thereby to a great 
extent getting re-established before severe 
weather sets in. In the case of young 
trees that are growing too strongly and 
not bearing fruit the best plan is to trans¬ 
plant them, such removal checking at once 
tlie exuberant growth which young trees 
frequently exhibit for a few' years after 
being budded or grafted. With older 
trees transplanting is not advisable. In 
loot pruning, before taking out the neces¬ 
sary trench, lie careful to see if the soil is 
in a moist condition, and if it is not give 
a good watering and wait a few days. If 
this precaution is not taken, it will prob¬ 
ably be found that most of the soil will 
crumble away in reaching the stronger 
roots, and this would cause the tree to 
suffer a greater check than is advisable. 
Take out a trench at a distance of 4 feet 
from the base of tlie trunk, and cut all 
roots found in the trench. Afterwards 
gradually work away the soil towards the 
stem with a garden fork quite down to the 
drainage, preserving all fibrous roots and 
tracing to their origin all thong-like, fibre¬ 
less roots which cause the excessive wood 
growth. Search well under the hall of 
soil, as tap-roots often penetrate straight 
down into the subsoil. Cut well hack all 
such roots, making an upward, sloping 
cut, so that the new roots that will be 
formed may lie encouraged to grow 
towards the surface. Return the soil to 
the trench, making it quite firm about the 
roots, and lay out evenly all roots with 
the points trending upwards. If con¬ 
sidered necessary, a few inches of fresh soil 
may be put on the surface as an en¬ 
couragement to keep the roots there. 
Should the weather remain dry for long 
afterwards, it may l>e necessary to water 
the trees thus treated. When extra large 
trees require this treatment it is advis¬ 
able to extend / -tkp operation! over two 

Google 


Celery. —During the last few 1 days the 
plants have again been attacked by the 
Celery-maggot. Every means is taken to 
eradicate this as speedily as possible. 
Hand-picking is the most effective method 
at this season, picking off those leaves 
which are worst affected and pinching 
others with the thumb and finger which 
are only slightly attacked. It has been 
found necessary here to give the late 
plantings a thorough watering, and in all 
cases before any earthing-up is done care 
should lie taken that the roots are 
thoroughly moistened. Take the earliest 
opportunity during fine weather to com¬ 
plete the earthing-up. There need not be 
much hurry to finally earth up the latest 
hatches, but a small quantity of soil, 
broken up finely, should lie placed about 
the plants at intervals of about ten days. 

Winter Greens. —A few late plants may 
still be put out on vacant ground, and 
provided the w'inter is not too severe 
these will prove useful later. The earliest 
planted Brassicas have all made good 
growth. Stir the soil occasionally and 
draw a little up to any plants that need 
it. Remove alt decaying foliage so that 
air and light may reach the plants. 

French and Runner Beans have never 
been more plentiful, and most of the plants 
are still in full bearing. French Beans 
which were sown on a warm border for 
fruiting late are just coming into bearing. 
These will be protected by placing a tem¬ 
porary frame-work over them with old 
spare lights thereon. A further covering 
of mats will he provided at night when 
severe frosts are likely to occur; and good 
crops are expected until the beginning of 
November. Frost may now occur any 
night or morning; therefore, every pre¬ 
caution should be taken to guard against 
injury therefrom. 

Autumn Cauliflowers should be carefully 
protected, covering the curds with the 
foliage being sufficient at the present time 
to ward off a few degrees of frost; but, as 
time goes on, some other protection will 
be necessary. A good plan is to lift as 
many plants as possible when the heads 
are formed, and place them in convenient 
batches for protecting. Tlie plants 
should be lifted carefully, and placed, 
within 15 inches of each other, in trenches 
made sufficiently deep to allow a few 
inches of the stem to be covered with soil. 


Great care must be taken to retain as 
much soil about the roots as possible. If 
the ground is dry, the plants should lie 
copiously watered as each row is planted. 
The work should be done as soon as the 
heads are formed, or the crop may be 
injured by frost before the covering is 
applied. If these directions are carefully 
attended to the supply will be maintained 
for some considerable time after the 
ordinary crop is over. Recently-planted 

Cabbages are growing freely. The hoe 
is used as frequently as possible, botli to 
aerate the soil and to keep down weeds, 
which still continue to be a source of 
trouble. Complete the lifting of all Let¬ 
tuce and Endive growing in the open, and 
place them in unheated frames or some 
other suitable structure as soon as pos¬ 
sible. 

Parsley _Plants growing in frames for 

winter supplies should have the leaves 
picked closely now in order to encourage 
fresh growth before the season is too far 
advanced. It is a mistake to allow the 
leaves to become crowded at this season, 
even if not required for use. The same 
remark applies to Parsley in the open 
garden which may have become over¬ 
grown. F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Zonal Pelargoniums. —Plants intended 
for winter flowering should by this time 
be under cover. Before placing them 
under glass all decaying foliage should be 
removed, and if blooms are not now 
wanted the buds may be removed for the 
last time. For winter blooming it is 
much better to grow good batches of 
certain colours rather than to strive after 
a collection. For example, a good scarlet 
or a good white, from which quantities of 
flowers may be cut are, when grown in 
sufficient numbers, much more useful in 
every way than a few plants of many dif¬ 
ferent varieties, interesting as a collec¬ 
tion is. Winter-flowering Zonal Pelar¬ 
goniums require a maximum of light, and 
ought, therefore, to he given the best 
possible position. Watering must be in 
careful hands—any excess in this respect 
resulting in the buds damping. Single 
varieties are the best for winter flowering. 

Other winter-flowering plants which 
have been grown during tire summer in 
cool houses or in pits or frames may now 
be given a slightly higher temperature. 
Such things may include Libonia flori- 
bunda, Justicias, Pentas rosea, fibrous- 
rooted Begonias. Centropogon, and 
plants of a similar character. When 
there is no special need of an exception¬ 
ally high temperature in the stove, these 
plants will do very well in that house. 
Any plants in the stove which need a 
greater heat than those mentioned may 
be put at the warmest end; and if there is 
a division in the house the temperature of 
each section can be regulated so that 
plants introduced from cooler places may 
not be unduly rushed on in their earlier 
stages. 

Plants for forcing, such as Dielytra 
spectabilis, Hoteia japonica, Solomon’s 
Seal, and Funkias, may now be potted up. 
Plenty of pot room ought to be given, 
and when home-grown clumps are used 
the best of those available should be 
selected. Let the drainage be free, and 
pot firmly. Stand the pots at the foot ot 
a wall, or, better still, in cold frames, 
where these can be spared, until root 
action begins. There is nothing gained 
by being in a hurry to get the plants to 
work, and when forcing begins let the heat 
given be moderate at first with a gradual 
increase. In the case of Hoteia japonica, 
especially, plenty of water is necessary, 
and when 'the soil is fully occupied by 
roots it is a good plan to stand the pots 
in saucers of water in order to keep the 
plants from flagging during sunny days. 

Herbaceous Calceolarias—These, now in 
5-inch pots will henceforth be better ia 
1 their winter quarters. An excellent place 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


DlQltl.2 


Octobbb 20, 1917 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


575 


will be a shelf in a house to which heat is 
not applied save in frosty weather. 
Watering, of course, must be attended to 
as becomes necessary, although in such a 
lace as that indicated the plants will not 
ry rapidly. A look out should be kept 
for aphis, and to prevent this an occa¬ 
sional vaporising will be of service. When 
arranging the Calceolarias in their winter 
quarters some plants may be observed 
which are inclined to throw up flower- 
spikes. These may Ire discarded, for any 
blooms produced will be out of season, 
while if pinched back the plant is never 
afterwards a success. 

Cinerarias, Primulas, and Cyclamens for 
early flowering will now need more atten¬ 
tion. All of them ought to be kept as near 
the glass as possible, and in the case of 
Cinerarias a strict watch must Ire kept for 
aphis, which should be dealt with promptly 
whenever it makes its appearance. 

Cuttings. —The usual quantities of cut¬ 
tings of such things as Pelargoniums are 
not being put in this autumn, and such as 
are required have been taken. Where 
these are grown, should there be any 
scarcity of cuttings, a few boxes can be 
filled with old plants at a later date. 
These, either cut back or permitted to re¬ 
main at full length, will provide plenty of 
material in spring with which to make up | 
the deficiency. Cuttings of Sweet-scented 
Pelargoniums have also been put in, and 
now attention is being given to Paris 
Daisies, both the single variety and the 
double Mrs. Sanders. It is at times diffi¬ 
cult to procure the right sort of cuttings 
from the latter fine Marguerite, but it will 
lie found that by cutting back a few plants, 
lifting them, and potting them, they will, 
if wintered in a frame, throw plenty of 
good shoots for spring propagation. 
Afterwards Calceolarias and Pentstemons 
will be dealt with, and when these have 
gone in, Tufted Pansies will be attended 
to. The later these last are put in, the 
better I think is the result in the way of 
fine sturdy plants in spring. 

Wall fruit. —Ripening crops upon walls 
are being attended to daily. There are at 
this season always some fruits which re¬ 
quire to l>e gathered. Despite the sun¬ 
less nature of the weather during the past 
few weeks, ripening has not been inter¬ 
fered with to any extent. Peaches are 
finishing remarkably well, alike in respect 
of colour, size, and flavour. Royal George 
and Stirling Castle are heavily cropped, 
and Dvniond is almost equally satisfac¬ 
tory, although the last will be a trifle later 
than usual in ripening. As the supply in 
the meantime keeps pace with the de¬ 
mand, the fact that Dymond is a little late 
is all to the good, as it will prolong the 
season for some time. Among Nectarines, 
the outstanding variety has been Hum¬ 
boldt. These are always rather a pre¬ 
carious crop in our climate, but, given a 
little sun shortly, the fruits will finish 
well. Among Plums, Coe’s Golden Drop 
and Reine Claude de Bavay bring up the 
rear of the season. Pears and Apples are 
being picked as is needful. 

Melons. —The latest fruits are now 
ripening, and water is entirely withheld. 
Too much moisture now may result in 
cracking; and, when finishing, the fruits 
require plenty of air. Free ventilation is 
given both by day and night, except when 
the thermometer indicates a sharp fall in 
the temperature overnight. 

Carrots. —In the course of the week 
maincrop Carrots have been lifted and 
stored. It is a mistake to leave this crop 
in the ground too long, for, especially if 
the weather lie wet at this time, the roots 
are apt to split. When this happens, not 
only is the keeping of the Carrots inter¬ 
fered with, but they are liable to deteri¬ 
orate in flavour. When dried, it is 
customary to store them in a cool shed in 
layers—a layer of Carrots and a layer of 
sand alternately. In such a place the 
roots keep well. 

Beet. —Until stopped by rain, some pro¬ 
gress was also made with the lifting of 1 
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the crop of Beet. If delayed too long the 
roots are apt to be earthy when cooked 
and of inferior flavour. Pre-eminent dur¬ 
ing the present season is Cheltenham 
Green Top, a variety which in this dis¬ 
trict is seldom seen, but which is certainly 
worth growing. When the crop is lifted, 
storing is done on similar lines as in.the 
case of Carrots. The leaves of Beet ought 
to be twisted off, and in order to prevent 
fracture of the roots they ought to be 
eased up with the fork before being pulled. 
The leaves of Beet are rich in potash, so 
that they may be kept in a bandy place 
and dug in when occasion arises, rather 
than be sent to the rot-lieap. 

Cabbages. —With the putting out of a 
batch of Enfield Market from the second 
sowing made, Cabbage planting has been 
completed for the season. Those already 
out, of other varieties, were looked 
through, and the few blanks which may 
always be expected were made good. The 
wet state of the soil has prevented the hoe 


being run between the lines, but this will 
be done as soon as the ground becomes 
sufficiently dry. The plants left in the 
lieds from which these were lifted have 
been slightly thinned, and if the winter 
frosts are not too severe they will he valu¬ 
able in the early' spring to provide a suc¬ 
cession to those planted at this time. 

Potato lifting _The weather of late 

has been unfavourable for Potato lifting, 
but all the maincrop varieties grown in the 
garden have been got up. The crop is 
good and even, there being a gratifying 
absence of disease—only al>out half-a- 
dozen slightly infected tubers being ob¬ 
served. There were no exceptionally 
large samples; but, on the other band, 
there was a total absence of very small 
tubers. Late Potatoes, hitherto promis¬ 
ing, give symptoms of disease on the 
haulm, which will be cut over when the 
conditions are more favourable. 

W. McGuffou. 

Balmac Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 



~ SPECIAL REDUCED PRICES = 

EARLY SCOTCH SEED POTATOES. 

BEES Ltd. are now com¬ 
pleting lifting and grading, 
and find crops heavier and 
cleaner than usual. Instead of 
putting this extra profit into 
their own pockets they are 
reducing prices to customers. 

All orders placed before this 
date will be executed at the 
following prices. Send your 
order at once and save money. 

Special Terms to Allotment 
Societies. 

Epicure (Scotch). An old favourite which produces very heavy 
crops, and has tubers of good size ready to lift very early ... 

Eclipse (Scotch). Splendid white round, very early, shallow 

eyes, good cooker. 

Eclipse. Once grown in Yorkshire . 

Sharpe’s Express (Scotch). A great favourite, very early; 
smooth skin, heavy cropper ... 

Sharpe’s Express. Once grown in Lincolnshire . 

Sir John Llewellyn (Lines.) First class in every way . 

British Queen (Scotch). Remarkably fine, both as regards 
cropping and cooking qualities. A sujperb second early ; 

keeps well. 

British Queen. Once grown in Lincolnshire. 

Pioneer (Scotch). A greatly improved second early ; first-class 

cooker and cropper . 

IMMUNE SEED POTATOES. 

Rees Ltd. are licensed by the Board of Agriculture to supply 
varieties suitable for planting in districts affected with Black 
Scab or Wart Disease. 

King George (Scotch). Although generally classed as a second 
early, this variety when grown from sprouted Beed is ready 
for lifting as early as “ Sharpe’s Express ” or “Epicure." 

It is an excellent cropper, does well everywhere, especially 
on medium and heavy soils. Owing to first early immune 
sorts being practically unprocurable, “King George” is in 

great demand as a first early. . 

Great Soot (Scotch). Second early, immenso cropper, fine quality 
and flavour. Keep as well as a main crop, strongly recom¬ 
mended. 

Great Scot (Lincolnshire seed) . 

The Ally (Scotch). A second early immune variety with tubes of 
fine quality and shape, heavy'eropper . 

(An excellent set of three potatoes for infected areas would be 
“King George,” “Great Scot,” and “Lochar” or “Templar.” 

Prices of main crop sorts will be quoted later.) 

Cost of Carriage. 

The above prices include cost of bags.^ If carriage is to be prepaid, please remit asjmdcr:— 

Up to 50 miles 
„ 300 „ 

200 . 

Over 200 . 

(To ascertain distance from Liverpool to your station look up passenger fare in time-table, which 
is calculated at about Id. per mile. Thus, if ordinary passenger fare is between 4/3 and 8/4, the 
distance will be between 51 and 100 miles). 

Shallots. ub * 1/2, 3libs. 3/-, 71bs. 5/9, 141bs. 10/6 Carriage paid. 

Onion Sets. lib. 2/0, 21 bs. VS, Slbs. 6/6. 4lbs. 8/S, 51b3. 10/6 Carriage paid. 

BEES Ltd., 175b Mill St., Liverpool. 
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STORING BEE APPLIANCES. 

A few timely hints will be useful on the 
subject of storing away bee apparatus for 
the winter. After the shallow frames have 
been extracted and cleaned by the bees 
they should be scraped clear of all brace 
comb ami propolis. It is best to do this in 
a cool or cold place or outside. Never use 
water, which makes the propolis sticky. 
When it is dry and cold it comes off very 
easily on being scraped with the back edge 
of a knife or a painter’s scraping-tool. Uo 
not let the hits sera lied off get about on 
tables or underfoot, for they will become 
annoyingly and amazingly ubiquitous. 
Sheets of newspaper to work on are con¬ 
venient and cleanly. Do not wash metal 
ends, but scrape them also. Treat shallow 
frame crates, spare brood-boxes, and hives 
similarly. Any shallow frames tmeleaned 
by bees should be placed in a crate by 
themselves and wrapped in a double thick¬ 
ness of paper. Washing, except after 
some disease, is usually not necessary. 
Full section-boxes should be scraped be¬ 
fore storing, too. Put everything away so 
as to be as safe from dust, moths, flies, 
spiders, etc., as can be. To wrap each 
crate up in newspaper and ready fitted for 
another year is a tidy and clean plan, and 
contributes to time-saving in the future. 
Tlie smoker should also be thoroughly 
cleaned, outside and in. I have always 
found newspaper a most useful agent in 
the tidying-up process at this time of year. 

Bee apparatus of any kind which is left 
“knocking about” will be In the Way of 
somebody, will probably get damaged, and 
will thereby certainly deteriorate in 
strength and appearance. With ordinary 
foresight and care in such obvious ways as 
these hints suggest, bee appliances will 
last for many years, even without the need 
of repair. B. It. H. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

July swarms—I take your paper regu¬ 
larly on account of the Bee notes therein, 
and shall be obliged if you would explain 
what is wrong with one of my hives. Two 
small swarms were put together into a 
W.B.C. hive at end of July, and two 
10-inch frames of honey were put in to give 
them a start. On examining them at end 
of August, a quantity of dead bees was 
found at bottom of hive and little or no 
honey in frames. As the honey flow dur¬ 
ing August has been very poor, do you 
think the bees would die of starvation? 
My other stocks are strong and well, but 
in one or two hives very little honey is in 
the combs of the July swarms. Would 
you suggest feeding on candy ail the 
winter?— (Pte.) Loeis G. Ford". 

[It is imiMissible to answer your letter 
quite fully from the data provided. Your 
two July-united swarms, after hiving, 
should have been plentifully fed to be¬ 
come one stock of any value, even though 
you gave them two 10-inch frames of 
honey. It appears to us as if the bees 
were hived without a queen, for you do 
not mention the presence either of any 
brood or young bees, botli of which in a 
month from hiving should have been 
plentiful. Swarms always get to work 
very quickly, and a queen, ordinarily, will 
commence laying at once. The dead bees 
also point to queenlossness. That July 
swarms need much attention in feeding is 
deduced from the old adage, which snys : 

“A swarm of bees in July 
Is worth a butterfly.” 

Therefore, feed, and make them worth 
more. With regard to the other July 
swarms, if only little honey 1 m 1 observable, 
feed with candy all winter, but commence 
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their syrup feeding in spring as soon as 
the weather allows, in order to stimulate 
the queen to lay. This is likely to make 
her stock numerically strong enough for 
the honey season. We expect you have 
read our notes (September 29th.'1917) on 
the best method of giving candy. In in¬ 
troducing it, operate quickly, so as to let 
in as little cold air as possible on to the 
cluster. Tactful watching and care will 
in any case he necessary.] 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

The Crape-fiower (Lagerstrccmia indiea) 
(C. Louch). —Y T ou should not put all the 
eggs into one basket. Seeing vou have 
several plants of the Crape-plant, we 
should advise you to try one or two against 
a soutii wall in a mixture of rough peat 
and sand, and to which a little good loam 
has been added. Remove the natural soil 
if unsuitable, see that good drainage is 
given, and fill up with the mixture of soil 
given above. Seeing that the plant, as 
recently mentioned in our pages, does well 
iir tlie neighbourhood of London, we see 
no reason why it should not succeed witli 
you in Hampshire. 

TREES AND SHRUBS. 

Ceanothus, pruning (E. Bontein ).—If 
you wish to keep the growth of the Geano- 
thus close to tlie wall you should cut the 
shoots hard back in the spring. You can 
please yourself as to how far you cut it 
back, but the harder you prune it the 
closer will it be to the wall. It requires 
to be cut hard back every spring. A hard 
winter will do this, but after a mild winter 
only tlie soft tips of the shoots are killed. 

Propagating Lavender (C. A. G. it.).— 
This is best propagated by taking slips 
from the old bushes. These should be 
growths with several twigs, and a woody 
base from 6 inches to 8 inches in length, 
and should lie pulled off the bush, not cut, 
for by so doing a heel is secured, which 
induces the slip to form roots at an earlier 
date than if its base had been cleanly cut 
with a knife. The best time for effecting 
this method of propagation is during the 
month of October. The slips may be 
planted in furrows 3 inches deep, the 
bottom of which is covered with a layer of 
road-grit, and should lie made firm in the 
soil. Tlie next season they may lie trans¬ 
planted to their permanent positions. 

FRUIT. 

Pears cracked (E. P. S. mid IF. R.). — 
The cracked condition of the Pears you 
send is due to a fungus known as Fusiela- 
dium pirinum. Tlie remedy is to spray 
the tree with a wash containing- sulphate 
of iron ill addition to caustic soda, such as 
that designated Woburn wash. Do this 
as soon as the tree has been pruned and 
the soil beneath it cleared of rubbish. 
Then, before the buds burst, when tlie tree 
has flowered and the fruit has set, and 
again in from two to three weeks after¬ 
wards, spray with Wobui n-Bordoaux mix¬ 
ture. Use both insecticides according to 
the directions sent with them. Impos¬ 
sible to name with any certainty from the 
imperfect specimens you send us. 

VEGETABLES. 

Tomatoes cracking (/. R. M .).—The 
cracking of fruit of any kind when ripen¬ 
ing is generally due to ail excess of mois¬ 
ture in tlie soil when the crop is finishing. 
In some cases this may have lieen brought 
into greater prominence by previous dry¬ 
ness causing a tightness of the skin. It is 
a good plan to give Tomatoes a good top¬ 
dressing just when the fruits begin to 
ripen. This enables the plants to finish 
off the fruit properly without any special 
aid from the waterpot beyond what is 
necessary' for the well-being of the plant. 

Tomatoes diseased (Skisdon). —Y'our 
Tomatoes have been attacked by the same 
disease as affects Potatoes, due to the cold, 


wet weather we have lately had. The cul¬ 
tivation of Tomatoes in tlie open air is very 
risky, as in but few seasons can a satis¬ 
factory crop be had. All the diseased 
fruits should be at once gathered and 
burned. We sljould also advise you to 
gather all the remaining fruits, even if 
only partly' coloured, and lav them on a 
shelf in the greenhouse, where thev will 
ripen sufficiently to come in useful for 
cooking. 

SHORT REPLIES. 

Subscriber ,—In an exposed position we 
doubt your being able to keep the Snap¬ 
dragons, more especially if we have a 
severe winter. Your best way will be to 
raise a fresh hatch from seed in the com¬ 
ing spring.- Novice .—The only way is to 

dress the walks with a weed killer'. We 
use nothing else in our roads through tlie 
grounds, and have no trouble with the 

weeds.- Trent ..—Your best plan will be 

to procure the catalogue of a leading 
grower and make your own selection. The 
Pol van tli a Roses can be had as standards, 
half standards, and dwarfs. 


NAMES OP PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants.— J. F. G. Caldecott.— 

1, Eupatorium riparium; 2, Polygonum 
baldschuanicum; 3, Aster acris, so far as 
we can judge from the poor specimens you 

send to us.- -Robt. Greening .—Without 

flowers or seed pods, and judging by the 
shoots you send us, y f our specimen is 
Fuchsia proeumbens. 

Names of fruits— If. R. A., Portchesler. 
—Pears: 1, Duchess d’Angouleme; 2, 
Louise Bori ne of Jersey; 3, Autumn Nelis; 

4, Beurre Bose.- L. it. Beadncll.— 

Apples: 1, Ma.v be Waltham Abbev 
Seedling, should like to see later on; 2 
Annie Elizabeth, a late Apple, will keep 

to Christmas.-IF. it .—Pear Baronne 

de jUello, so far as we can say from half- 

decayed specimens.-,S\ S. _Apples: 

No. 1 A, Newton Wonder; No. 1 B, Annie 

Elizabeth.- P. IF. G. Fillenl.— Apples: 

15, Ecklinville Seedling; 1(5, Norfolk Stone 
Pippin; 18, Probably Blenheim, should 
like to see again, as you send two totally 
distinct Apples under this number; 20, 
Norfolk Bearer; 21, Not recognised. 

Pears: 1, 2, 3, Specimens insufficient.-. 

A. i . L .—Pear Louise Bonne of Jersey. 

- Dunbar iturrai/. —Pears: 1, Clou 

Morceau; 2, Beurre d’Amanlis; 3, 
Baronne de Mello; 4, Pitmaston Duchess; 

5, Beurre Superfin; 6 and 7, Specimens 

insufficient.- 0. L. —Apples: 1. Peas- 

good’s Nonsuch ; 2, King of the Pippins. 

VerY handsome fruits in both cases.- 

II . 1 . C. —Apples: T, Cox’s Pomona; 2, 
Golden Noble; 3, Golden Spire; 4, Lane’s 

Prince Albert.-- C. If. 7’.—Apples: 1, 

Ecklinville; 2, Bromley's; 3, Warner’s 
Kilig; 4, Red or Winter Hawtbornden. 
- E. Rrown .—Apples : 1, Minchall Crali; 

2, Waltham Abbey Seedling; 3, Cellini; 4, 

Norfolk Beaufin.- J. It. IF.—Pears: 1, 

Souvenir de Congres; 2, Durondeau.’ 
Apples: 3, Wellington; 4, King of the 
Pippins.-A. Ireland. —Apples: 1, Nor¬ 

folk Beaufin ; 2, Lord Suffield ; 3, Emperor 

Alexander; 4, The Queen.- It. S .— 

Apples: 1, Peasgood’s Nonsuch; 2, King 
of the Pippins; 3, Cox’r Orange; 4, 

Ribston.- J. IF. L. —Pears: 1, Marie 

Louise; 2, Louise Bonne; 3, Beurre Bose; 

4, Vicar of WinkfieJd.-.4. E. L .— 

Apples: 1, Alfriston ; 2, Blenheim; 3, 

Cellini; 4, Mere de Menage.-//. It. M. 

—Pears: 1, Beurre Clairgeau; 2. Marie 
Louise. Apples: 3, Wellington• 4, Nor¬ 
folk Beaufin.- J. Bancroft. —Pears: 1, 

Duchess d’Angouleme; 2, Jersey Gratioli. 
Before sending fruits for name, kindly 

read our rules to correspondents.--- 

F. B. B .—Apple Queen Caroline.- 

Rev. T. IF. if artyn .—Pear Beurre Hardy. 
- Donnybrook .—Bergamotte d'Autoinne. 


Royal Horticultural Society's Fruit 
Show. —We regret that owing to want nf 
space we are compelled t-o hold over our 
report of the fruit show till our next issue. 
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NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 

The Sand Verbena (Abronia umbellate). 
—I am pleased to know from the note in 
Gardening for October Kith, page 553, 
that this has survived the winter in Beds. 
The free, sandy soil has helped it no 
doubt. It is to me a most graceful plant, 
and I will now leave my plants to face 
the winter in the hope they will flower 
earlier and better in the coining year.—W. 

Hardy Fuchsias at St. Mary's Isle, 
Kirkcudbright. —One of the numerous 
features in the gardens at St. Mary’s Isle, 
Kirkcudbright, is the hardy Fuchsia. 
Among the many sorts are F. gracilis, F. 
Riccartoni, and one or two other named 
varieties, a number of the plants being 
seedlings from these, raised by the late 
Mr. James Jeffrey. Some of these seed¬ 
lings are of considerable beauty, but all 
are of much the same colour.—S. A. 

Hardy Fuchsias. —A wet autumn ap¬ 
pears to suit the hardy Fuchsias. This 
season they have been unusually tine and 
have made better growth and flowered 
better than usual. In gardens where they 
are liable to suffer in winter a good place 
should be given them. I hnve here one 
bush of F. Riccartoni which does very 
well, and in but few winters is cut down 
to the ground. Another plant of the same 
sort, about five yards away and in wbat 
appears to be a more sheltered place, is 
badly cut every season. —Dumfries. 

Abelia sinensis at St. Mary’s Isle.— 
This can lie grown fairly well in favoured 
districts in Scotland when a warm wall 
can Ire given it. Recently I noted a good 
piece at St. Mary’s Isle, Kirkcudbright, 
this being planted in a narrow border and 
trained up the gable of the stove. The 
nearness of the hot-water pipes makes all 
the difference, and the plant blooms well. 
Not only are the rosy-white terminal 
blooms attractive in themselves, but when 
these drop, the sepals, turning purple, re¬ 
main bright for some time. I find that A. 
sinensis is of more value for cool green¬ 
house work than out-of-doors.— W. McG. 

Chrysanthemum Mme. C. Desgranges_ 

Although there are many and ever-in¬ 
creasing numbers of early - flowering 
Chrysanthemums, it is interesting to note 
that Mme. C. Desgranges has not. been 
altogether superseded. With the possible 
exception of So ur Melanie, the variety is 
perhaps the sole survivor of the pioneers 
of the autumn-flowering Chrysanthe¬ 
mums. Introduced in the early seventies 
of last century, it is still pretty exten¬ 
sively grown, its chief value now being 
for early work under glass. The yellow 
form, G. Wermig, is equally good in its 
way; and so, too, is the less-known red¬ 
dish variety, Nellie Blick.—W. McG. 

Primroses under glass _The shortage 

of bulbs from Holland is leading many 
eople who have greenhouses to look to 
ome supplies in order to find blossoms 
for spring. One of the commonest is the 
Primrose, which, with a little manage¬ 
ment, may be had in bloom weeks before 
those out-of-doors open. Whether it be 
but the common woodland sort or some 
of the pretty hybrids, they are worth the 
little trouble needed. A few clumps 
should be potted in the late autumn, put 
into cold frames, where air must be ad¬ 
mitted, until well onNn the newt year, 
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after which it only requires a little gentle 
warmth to have them in bloom.— Wood- 
bastwick. 

Vitis inconstans failing. — I fancy 
“ W. D., Bexhill,” page 547, supplies the 
answer to his query as to V. inconstans 
failing. I had at one time much the same 
difficulty with Ivy, which did not climb as 
it ought to have done. The reason was 
that the wall against which the Ivy was 
planted was cement-washed on the upper 
half, and as soon as the plant readied 
that part of the wall it died back, or, if it 
grew, tlie growths (lid not adhere to the 
cement-washed wall. The acid in the 
cement was deadly to the adhering roots 
of the plant, but as its effects passed 
away, the Ivy did well. As “ W. D.” 
tells us that his house Is covered with 
cement-plaster, it is almost certain that 
the acid is responsible. No doubt, after 
the wall is weathered and the active pro¬ 
perties of the acid pass away, the climber 
will succeed.—W. McG. 

Rose Marie Van Houtte. —Vexed by 
many Dog Briers coming up in a large 
group of this lovely Rose, I put in this 
day (October 11th) a batch of stout cut¬ 
tings, each 12 Inches or so long, with a 
heel. Having a bed free of Carnations 
just out of bloom, I gave it to the cut¬ 
tings, the soil free, burnt ashes and earth, 
a complete contrast from the soil usually 
advised for Roses. I hope they will make 
good plants in a year from date. I 
should in any case get rid of the nuisance 
of the Brier. The Brier is quite right in 
the hedgerow. The shoots chosen were 
those half ripened. A handful of sand 
was put at /the ibase oif each cutting. 
Nothing more will be done with them 
until the little shoots arise in spring try¬ 
ing to flower. The blooms should be 
nipjied off constantly so as to throw 
strength into the plants that should flower 
in early autumn. A lied in the full sun 
is given to the Rose cuttings, which are 
put in where we want a permanent bed 
of this Rose.—IV. 

Anemone blanda. —A “ Border Gar¬ 
dener” says;— 

This is not quite so satisfactory as 
to long life as Anemone apennina. I 
am speaking with a long experience, 
and also as the result of many in¬ 
quiries made in gardens where this 
gem among early flowers is much 
prized. In numbers of instances this 
Windflower lives for a few years and 
then dies gradually—not. all the plants 
together. I have found that this is 
quite a common thing in gardens in 
the north. 

[In the south it is the contrary, thriving 
in various soils, best in those that are 
sandy. It is well to let it alone — i.e., put 
it into a border where not disturbed. On 
the other hand, 1 have not succeeded in 
establishing it in meadow Grass in which 
the Apennine Windflower grows and in¬ 
creases. Anemone blanda is a far more 
precious plant from its early and pro¬ 
longed bloom, and for its great variety 
of good colour. —W.] 

The Sea Buckthorn (nippopha? rham- 
noides).—Among the numerous shrubs 
conspicuous in autumn by reason of their 
bright-coloured fruits, the Sea Buckthorn 
is very noticeable, not alone by reason of 
its wealth of berries, but by its growing 
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in barren places where little else will 
thrive, and by its fruit lieing retained for 
many months. It is a native shrub or 
sometimes a tree 20 feet or more high, 
with narrow, silvery leaves, and is con¬ 
spicuous on some parts of the coast, occu¬ 
pying positions of considerable exposure,, 
but little beyond high-water mark. It 
often suckers freely, and propagation can 
be effected by detaching the suckers. It 
is necessary to propagate from both fruit¬ 
ing and non-fruiting bushes, as male and 
female flowers are borne by different 
plants, and to obtain fruit it is essential 
that examples of both sexes should be 
planted together. As a rule, the propor¬ 
tion should be six or seven female plants 
to one male. When grown from seed, 
the plants ought to be kept in nursery 
quarters until they flower, so that too 
great a number of male plants is not used. 
The flowers may be looked for in May, 
when the new leaves are developing.—D. 

Xanthoceras serbifolla. —In common 
with a number of other shrubs, tbis has 
fruited more freely than usual this year, 
for its fruiting has been recorded from 
many gardens. Allied to the Horse Chest¬ 
nut, in some respects there is a similarity 
between the fruits of the two genera, 
though the absence of spines and the 
more oval fruits of the Xanthoceras are 
clearly defined points of difference. When 
the fruits break open, too, it is seen that 
those of the Xanthoceras contain 
numerous seeds, which are usually less 
than J an inch in diameter, whilst those of 
the Horse Chestnut are, of course, few in 
number, and large. It is a native of 
China, and has been grown in European 
gardens for about fifty years, although it 
cannot be said to be a common shrub. In 
the south ami south-west counties it suc¬ 
ceeds as a bush in the open, but in many 
other parts it needs the protection of a 
wall. A line example is to be seen in the 
Cambridge Botanic Gardens growing 
against a wall. The bush is attractive, 
both by reason of its pinnate leaves and 
by its erect inflorescences of white flowers, 
which are stained near the base with red¬ 
dish-brown. Of late years it has become 
popular for forcing, and well-flowered 
plants have been seen on several occasions 
at the fortnightly meetings of the Royal 
Horticultural Society.—D. 

Crinums at St. Mary's Isle.— The Cri- 
uums I have seen in the open at St. Mary’s 
Isle, Kirkcudbright, were C. longifoiium, 
C. Powelli, C. P. album, with, if I re¬ 
member aright, C. Moorei. The last is 
not so much seen, but from what 1 have 
observed of It in other gardens, it is 
almost, if not quite, as hardy as those 
just named.—S. Arnott. 

-The Crinums grown at St. Mary’s 

Isle, in reply to “ W.,” in the issue of 
October 13th, include C. capense, C. 
Moorei and its white form, C. Powelli, 
and what I think is the white variety, and 
C. longifoiium album. The border in 
which these plants thrive so well runs 
along the south side of a large conserva¬ 
tory. They were planted—or, at least, ex¬ 
tensively added to—by the late Mr. 
Jeffrey, who was deeply interested in 
them. The plants thrive excellently, and, 
indeed, at present would perhaps be none 
the worse of a little thinning, the bulbs 
having increased largely. It should be 
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borne in mind, however, that this garden 
Is in a somewhat favoured climate, and 
being close to the seashore, the influence 
of the Gulf Stream is a valuable asset in 
the cultivation of the choicer bulbous and 
other plants. Agapanthus umbellatus 
and A. Moore! grow luxuriantly in the 
same border. These latter do well at 
Balmae at a slightly higher elevation, and 
although I have not as yet tried Crinuins 
here, I have no doubt that they would suc¬ 
ceed at the foot of a south wall. 
Amaryllis Belladonna does quite well, 
and so, too, do Ixias and several of the 
reputedly tender Irises—W. McG., 
Balmae, Kirkcudbright. 


FRUIT. 

I'LUMS to eat without sugar. 

After the Apple and the Pear this is the 
best fruit for the table, and in much of 
our country fit for the open-air bush or 
standard form, not submitting easily to 
the trained form on walls, though we may 
see the Plum trained on walls in districts 
where it would do well in the open in 
warm, good soils. A beautiful tree it is 
in flower or fruit, far fairer than the 
Privet, Cherry Laurel, and varied rubbish 
with which many suburban and other 
gardens are sixriled. Where the soil suits 
it the trees should be largely grown. 
Some cold soils arc against its thriving. 
An immense amount of Prunes is im¬ 
ported, often in an unclean stale, and the 
active culture of the best kinds would help 
food reform. In this case, as in others, 
in planting, lean to the sub-acid, good 
flavoured kinds that require no factory 
sugar. 

For Plums in natural form lean to 
kinds known to thrive in our country: 
Orleans, Victoria, Belle de Louvain, 
Kentish Diamond, Old Greengage, Wye- 
dale, Transparent Gage, Jefferson, and 
The Czar. A friend sends us the follow¬ 
ing list of Plums (other than Gages), with 
their time of ripening, and which he con¬ 
siders of good flavour :— 

Blue Rock, end of July; Stint, red- 
purple, end of July and beginning of 
August; Mallard, purple, early in 
August; De Montfort, dark purple, mid- 
August ; "Belgian Purple, mid-August ; 
•Angelina Burdett, purple, latter end of 
August; *rrince Englebert, purple, end of 
August; Prince of Wales, red purple, 
early September; ‘Utility, rod-purple, 
early September; *Kirke’s, purple, mid- 
September ; ‘Jefferson, yellow, mid-Sep¬ 
tember; ‘lekwortli Imperatriee, purple, 
early October; ‘Coe’s Violet, early Octo¬ 
ber; ‘President, purple, mid or early 
October; Grand Duke, purple, mid- 
October ; Late Orange, orange-yellow, 
late October ; ‘Coe’s Golden Drop, golden- 
yellow, mid to end of October. 

Those marked with a * are almost equal 
to the Gages in point of flavour. All of 
the above are good croppers. 


GREASE-BANDING FRUIT-TREES. 
Enormous damage is done every year in 
the gardens and orchards of England by 
various insect pests. Much of this Injury 
is preventable by very simple precautions. 
For example, the caterpillar of the winter 
moth is responsible for serious losses to 
‘fruit growers that may be reduced con¬ 
siderably by what is known as “ grease¬ 
banding,” a process which should be 
carried out from now onwards. No time 
must be lost in dealing with this matter if 
the fullest advantage Is to be obtained. 
The method of procedure is explained in 
Food Production leaflet No. 12, which has 
just been published, i 

Google 


All standard Apple, Pear, Plum, and 
Cherry trees should be banded, preferably 
with one of the cheap proprietary pi inl¬ 
and grease combinations which are on the 
market and can be obtained from most 
agricultural and horticultural sundries- 
men. The idea is by fixing a grease hand 
firmly round the trunk or main stem of the 
tree to catch the female moths when they 
are crawling upwards for the purpose of 
laying their eggs on the branches. Female 
winter moths, in common with the females 
of certain other moths appearing between 
October and April, are wingless, and if the 
bands are kept well greased during the 
period mentioned most of the moths will 
be caught, and the danger of a plague of 
caterpillars next year will be greatly re¬ 
duced. If the bands are home-made they 
should consist of stout pa per—grease-proof 
paper is the best—and some sticky form 
of grease (cart-grease is not suitable). The 
paper may be bought In strips 0 inches to 
0 inches wide, or sheets may be obtained 
and cut to shape. 

To band a tree you take a strip of paper 
long enough to encircle the trunk—or, 
rather, a little longer than will encircle 
the trunk easily—at a distance of about 
3 feet from the ground. You daub the 
upper two-thirds of the band wdth grease, 
then you fit this strip round the trunk and 
tie it into position by means of string. It 
is best to make two ties, one about an inch 
below the upper edge of the paper, and 
the other at a similar distance above the 
lower edge. Sometimes in the case of old 
trees the surface of the trunk is so irregu¬ 
lar that no paper band can be made to fit 
neatly, in which event the banding prepara¬ 
tion or grease may be put directly on to 
the bark. Amateurs may well be warned 
against attempting to make greases of 
their own for this purpose, as certain oils 
are injurious to trees, and only experts can 
with certainty make a harmless mixture 
which retains its stickiness for a long time 
under adverse weather conditions. Another 
point to be borne in mind by the novice is 
that, even if the mixture retains its sticki¬ 
ness, it is desirable that it should be 
scraped or rubbed from time to time so as 
to expose a fresh surface to the moth. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Increasing the Paradise stock.— I have 
seen these in nurseries earthed up like 
Celery when selecting trees in September, 
but I want to do some propagation in my 
own garden. I have ordered a couple of 
dozen English Paradise stocks, and 
should like to use a few of the best for 
stock plants.— Walter L. Sutcliffe. 

[The simplest way to propagate the 
Paradise stocks you are about to acquire 
is to plant them in a single row from 
2 feet to 3 feet apart, and in spring, before 
the buds break, to cut them down to 
within 2 inches or 3 inches of the soil. 
Then when the resulting growths are each 
from 9 inches to 1 foot in height or length 
heap soil round them in the form of a 
low mound, when they will in due course 
emit roots, and by the end of the season 
become well established. In late autumn, 
after the fall of the leaf, each growth 
should be detached from the parent plant, 
lifted with the roots intact, and planted 
in rows from 1 foot to 1] feet apart, ac¬ 
cording to space at command. The more 
spade afforded, within reason, the stronger 
and more robust the growth will be.] 

Acid in fruits.— Never eat fruit cooked 
that you cannot eat raw. Sugar makes 
fruit palatable, but not wholesome. After 
you have eaten the stewed fruit the 
stomach clears out the sugar, which then 
helps to feed the microbes which cause 
spots. Or it fills the blood with waste, 
which then comes out in the form of 


eczema, or it feeds or causes congestion, 
and we have aches or pains. Or the sugar 
may be fermented in the stomach, and 
cause wind, colic, acid risings, and even 
vomiting. The sour unr'pe fruit left in the 
stomach irritates it, may cause pain, 
griping, purgation, etc. Diarrhoea is more 
prevalent in hot weather, for it is at that 
time that iample eat unripe fruit. When in 
Madeira I was warned not to cat fruit or I 
should have diarrhena. I ate twenty 
Bananas a day and never got a touch of it. 
But I got prickly heat, and wanted to tear 
my skin off. Fruit can set up trouble as 
well as other things.— Dr. Allinson in 
Rcgtiolds'a. 

[Very good advice, too. The showy 
Strawberry of the market is full of bitter 
acid as any known food, and as harmful. 
Many Damsons and Plums are too sour. 
Some Apples called cooking arc far too 
sour. Their leant of natural sugar makes 
them uneatable. At the same time, 
Apples, such as the Blenheim, D’Arcy, 
Roundway, Slurmer, and the Ribston, that 
need no sugar should bo chosen. —Ed.] 

Grafting Pears.—The ability to substi¬ 
tute late season and good keeping Pears for 
those that come in early and are quickly 
over is easily accomplished in the case of 
cordons, these giving a good return so soon 
after planting that one does not hesitate 
to sacrifice a tree. It is different with 
wall trees, horizontal or fan trained, that 
have been planted some little time, are in 
good health and bearing well and con¬ 
sistently. Here, witli first early varieties, 
one might adopt the practise very common 
in bygone years of grafting on other sorts, 
not all at once, but dealing with a few 
branches each season. Old-time gardeners 
were very protid of their work in this direc¬ 
tion, and there were few things one had to 
admire more than an extra good fruit from 
a graft. Whether the fruit from a late 
graft would be altered either in flavour or 
season from being worked on an early 
stock is a moot point. As it certainly 
would appear from statements recently 
made that late fruit, both in the ease of 
Apples and Pears, will be both scarce and 
dear, and in all probability likely to be for 
years to come, any inerease in the output 
will be welcome. Some of the later sorts 
keep sound a long time after ripening, and 
these are the most useful.—E. B. S., 
Hardwick. 

The Loganberry.— Opiniorts differ as to 
the value of this. A correspondent in 
Gardening lately referred to it as trashy 
compared to Raspberries. I am con¬ 
vinced the Loganberry has como to stay, 
and rightly so, from a food point of view, 
seeing how accommodating it is compared 
to Raspberries. Thousands that have 
only a small garden can find room to grow 
a Loganberry. Added to this, the plants 
may be used to shut out ugly spots in 
summer or cover fences. Recently, when 
judging at an exhibition that was pri- 
moted by the Food Production Committee, 
I noticed several fine dishes. Last sum¬ 
mer, at a friend’s house, I had some 
Loganberry preserve, and much enjoyed it. 
Dorset. 

Plum Coe’s Golden Drop —One of the 

finest of the later Plums is Coe’s Golden 
Drop. Not of the largest size, the variety 
is of good shape, its name-describing it 
perfectly. It is a freestone. In our 
climate the tree calls for, and, indeed, de¬ 
serves a wall, and if a little shy in bearing 
in its younger stages, when age is at¬ 
tained free and regular cropping is the 
rule. When other Plums are lightly 
sprinkled, Coe’s Golden Drop never fails 
to hear well. There is a red form, hut 
it is not to be compared with the subject 
of this note, being, not unfairly, described 
by a neighbour as “A Plum—only that, 
and nothing more.”-W. McG. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

THE LILACS. 

Tiie name of Liluc is usually associated 
with Syringa vulgaris, S. persica, and 
their many varieties and hybrids. Here, 
however, the term is applied to the Syringa 
family in general, and several species are 
included that are not familiar objects in 
gardens. All the Syringas agree in their 
liking for really good, well-drained, loamy 
soil. Though they grow in comparatively 
]>oor soil with little or no attention, they 
rarely flower so freely as when given good 
soil, top-dressed now and then with 
manure, or the plants watered occasion¬ 
ally during the growing season with 
manure-water. Another point in Lilac 
culture that deserves attention is the re¬ 
moval of suckers, which, unless removed 
before they attain any great size, the other 
parts of the plants are weakened. At the 
same time, it is advisable to remove weak 
growths from the main branches in order 


there are few more popular forced shrubs 
during late winter and early spring. Such 
plants ought only to be forced about every 
third year. After they have been forced, 
stand them in a frost-proof structure until 
they can be planted out. Cut them well 
back, plant them in rich soil, and when 
they break Into growth remove most of the 
shoots, leaving but a few 7 to develop. The 
following year more weak shoots must be 
removed and the plants fed with manure- 
water during the growing period. Any 
that seem strong enough can be forced the 
second autumn, but the majority will pro¬ 
bably need another year in the ground. 
When plants are to be forced the roots 
should be chopped round to the depth of 
an unworn spade and the ground forced 
open around the roots. This facilitates 
ripening of the wood. In October the 
plants can be placed in pots for use as re¬ 
quired. Some of the chief Syringas are :— 
Syringa chinensis, commonly called the 
Rouen Lilac from the fact that it is said to 
have originated as a hybrid in a nursery 


appearance. A native of Japan, it there 
assumes the proportions of a tree 30 feet 
high. Here it grows into a spreading bush 
usually less than 12 feet high, and often 
suffers from cold in spring. The flowers 
are creamy-white and borne in large, at¬ 
tractive panicles each sometimes more than 
9 inches long. The effect of a well-flowered 
bush is well shown by the accompanying 
illustration. Unfortunately, the flowers 
are not fragrant. 

S. Julian.® belongs to the true Lilac 
section of the genus, and bears fragrant 
(lowers of a deep lilac hue. It is a native 
of China, from whence it was introduced 
in 1900. The flowers are borne during late 
May and early June, but the plant alto¬ 
gether is less ornamental than some of the 
older kinds. Another new 7 Chinese species 
is the white-flowered S. affinis, which often 
suffers badly from spring frosts. 

S. oblata, another Chinese species, is 
spoken well of in some countries, but it is 
of little use here, for it begins to grow 7 
very early in spring, and both young 



A group of Syringa japor.ica. 


that the strength of the plant may be con¬ 
centrated upon the formation of vigorous- 
flowering wood. This should be specially 
observed in the case of plants that are to 
be used for forcing. 

Propagation requires careful considera¬ 
tion. The species can be raised from seeds. 
The varieties and hybrids, how 7 ever, can¬ 
not be raised from seed, therefore some 
other means of propagation must be found. 
There are three methods available—graft¬ 
ing, cuttings, and layers. Neither graft¬ 
ing nor budding is desirable, for, if S. 
vulgaris is used as a stock, the plants are 
almost sure to sucker badly, whereas those 
grafted upon Privet are notoriously weak 
and short-lived. Cuttings root fairly well 
in summer or from forced plants in spring, 
while cuttings of ripened wood inserted 
out of doors in autumn will also root. The 
most satisfactory means of raising plants 
is by layers put down in spring. These 
root during summer and are fit to remove 
and plant out separately in autumn. Lilacs 
for forcing require a,iytle attention, for 
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at Rouen. It is an old garden plant, for 
it was grown in this country in 1795. It 
is, however, common in China, hence the 
specific mime, and the same hybrid may 
have occurred elsewhere. Its parents are 
the common S. vulgaris and the charming 
little S. persica. The hybrid forms a bush 
12 feet or more high and as far through, 
very free-flowering, with fragrant, lilac- 
coloured blossoms, the flowering time be¬ 
ing May. When in bloom it is one of the 
most beautiful of all Lilacs. The variety 
alba has almost white (lowers, while 
mertensis has reddish-lilac flowers and 
rubra red blossoms. 

S. Emodi, sometimes called the Hima¬ 
layan Lilac, is a June-flow'ering sjiccies. 
It is a very vigorous bush, growing quite 
15 feet high, with large, erect jianicles of 
white, pink-tinged flowers in June. The 
odour of the flowers i6 rather disagreeable. 

S. japonioa is one of the so-called 
Privet-like Lilacs, on account of the cream- 
coloured flowers being more like those of 
the Privet than the other Lilacs in general 


growths and flowers are usually killed by 
late frosts. The flowers are fragrant and 
not unlike those of the common Lilac. 

S. pekinensis is another of the species 
which resemble the Privet when In flower. 
It is a native of the mountains of N. China, 
and has been grown in this country for 
about thirty-five years. It forms a large 
bush or small tree. The’creamy-white 
flowers are borne in June in large and 
graceful panicles. This species is better 
adapted for countries where a sunny 
autumn and cold winter are experienced 
than for the British Isles, for it often 
begins to grow too early in spring and the 
flowers are injured by late frosts. 

S. tersica is a charming Lilac, native 
of Afghanistan, but long grown In other 
Eastern countries. Usually less than 4 feet 
high, it forms a dense bush of slender 
brunches, and bears during May, in great 
profusion, panicles of delicately-scented 
Lilac flowers. It is well suited for small 
gardens. It Is commonly called the 
Persian Lilac, and is known in three forms, 
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the type, the variety alba with white 
flowers, of which an illustration is here 
given, and lnciuiata with cut leaves. 

S. pinnati folia.— This new Lilac was 
introduced from Western China in 1904. 
It is more interesting than beautiful. The 
leaves are pinnate and are made up of from 
seven to eleven leaflets. The inflorescences 
are short and produced from axillary buds, 
the flowers white flushed with lilac. 

S. villosa belongs to the same section 
as S. Emodi, and has been called S. Emodi 
rosea. It is a vigorous shrub 12 feet or 
more high, with panicles from 8 inches to 
occasionally as much ns IS inches long of 
rosy-iliac flowers borne during June and 
July. It is a beautiful flowering shrub, 
quite hardy, and well suited for general 
planting. Another species belonging to the 
same group is the new Chinese species' 

S. Wilson j, also a l>eautiful shrub bear¬ 
ing very large inflorescences of pinkish or 
pinkish-lilac flowers. Its stature will pro¬ 
bably exceed 12 feet when fully grown. 

S. vulgaris is too well known to require 
special description. It is easily one of the 
most popular of all garden shrubs, and is 
likely to long remain so. There are many 
hybrids or varieties, a dozen of which are 
here mentioned :—Alba grnndiflorn and 
Marie Legraye (white), Jacques Callot and 
Pliilamon (red), Souvenir <le Louis Simth 
(purple), and Ville de Troyes (reddish- 
lilac). All tlie above are single-flowered. 
The following are double-flowered varie¬ 
ties : Comtesse Horace de Choiseul, Mme. 
Casimir Pt'rier, and Miss Ellen Willmott 
(white), Abel Carriere (blue-lilac), Michael 
Buchner (rosy-lilac), and Wm. Robinson 
(violet-mauve). D. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The Triouspldarlas.— Although the Tri- 
cuspidarias are not suitable for general 
outdoor cultivation, they are so useful in 
the milder part’s of the country that atten¬ 
tion may well be directed to their merits. 
There are only two siiecies, both of them 
.South American, and both of them ever¬ 
green. The best known is T. lanceolata, 
which has also been known by such other 
names as T. dependens, T. hesapetala, 
and Crinodendron Hookerianum. It is a 
native of Valdivia, the Island of Chiloe, 
etc., and was originally brought to notice 
by William Lobb about the middle of last 
century, when collecting for Messrs. 
Veltch. Growing at least 15 feet high, it 
is recognised by its dark green, lance- 
shaped leaves, and ! ts pendent, crimson 
flowers, which are peculiar by reason of 
the thick, waxy appearance of the petals. 
The second species, T. dependens, also 
called Crinodendron dependens, has 
thinner, broadly-oval leaves, and white 
flowers with fringed petals. It is hardier 
than the other species, and thrives on 
walls in the vicinity of London. Mr. H. J. 
Elwes sent or brought home seeds of this 
from Chile iu 1901. In a state of nature 
it grows 30 feet high, forming a small 
tree ; here, however, it develops into bush 
form. For many years T. lanceolata was 
known as T. dependens, and it was only- 
on the introduction of the second species 
that the mistake was corrected. Both 
plants require good, well-drained, loamy 
soil, rich In humus. In many gardens In 
Devonshire, Cornwall, Ireland, etc., fine 
specimens are to he found.—D. 

Turpentine —Has turpentine from the 
roots of Fir-trees any injurious effect on 
plants? The roots of tlie Douglas Fir are 
in many places only just below the sur¬ 
face of the lawn, and have to lie cut back 
when they run into tlie borders. When 
this happens a thick, white, deposit then 
forms in tlie soil.—E. C. Buxton. 
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VEGETABLES. 

VEGETABLES FOR EXHIBITION. 

In a recent issue “ A Border Gardener,” 
commenting upon some remarks of mine, 
observes that the public, in collections of 
vegetables shown at exhibitions, is accus¬ 
tomed to look for large Leeks. That may¬ 
or may not be correct, but it certainly does 
not justify the inclusion of Leeks iu col¬ 
lections of vegetables exhibited in early 
August and Septemlier. One of the 
primary reasons for holding exhibitions of 
horticultural produce is to educate the 
public, and if “A Border Gardener” 
thinks that this is being done by producing 
gross and overgrown Leeks out of season I 
must firmly, but courteously, tell him that 
lie labours under a mistake. In every gar¬ 
den during August and September there 
is, or should be, au ample supply of much 
more seasonable, and therefore more 
valuable, vegetables than Leeks. I need 
not enumerate them. Similarly, I hold 
that Celery in collections at that time is 
equally out of place. So are Parsnips. No 
great outstanding ability is necessary to 
exhibit large specimens of any of the trio. 
It is merely a question ot early sowing 
and the manure heap. “ A Border Gar¬ 
dener ” must know quite as well as I do 
that in tlie case of tlie three vegetables 
mentioned they do not represent tlie 
average run of the crops in any garden. 
They are grown simply and solely for ex¬ 
hibition, and when the exhibition is over 
their usefulness is completed. A man may 
have 2,000 Onions, or even more, all, as 
the sayiitg is, much of a muchness, and 
from which lie can select a dozen suitable 
for exhibition, hut no one need tell me 
that anybody has time, space, or, indeed, 
inclination, to grow' Leeks on a similar 
scale. The best test of these gross Leeks, 
Parsnips, and Celery is to be found in tlie 
kitchen. I ask “A Border Gardener”: 
Are they welcome there? If he finds it so, 
then His experience is different from mine. 
Ix'eks, Celery, and Parsnips have, some¬ 
how, crept into our early autumn show’s, 
and now they have attained tlie status of 
“ use and wont.” But that is not to sny 
that their inclusion is justified, for they 
are totally out of place at that season. 

A Scottish Gardener. 


PARIS MARKET GARDENING. 
Market gardening as carried on round 
Paris is certainly tlie most intensive form 
of vegetable production, admitting as it 
does of five to seven annual crops, not 
merely succeeding, but overlapping, on the 
same ground in the course of a year. 
Taken in the bulk, these successive crop¬ 
pings, much of which consists of early 
vegetables, amount to an annual produc¬ 
tion of 20 tons, of the marketable value of 
2,500 francs, from a normal of 2) acres of 
market culture. On this computation the 
2,470 acres of market gardens within (lie 
department of tlie Seine would amount 
to an annual production of IGO.OOO tons of 
tlie value of 20 millions of francs or there¬ 
abouts. The suburb of Bobigny, for ex¬ 
ample, contains more thnu 100 such 
gardens. 

The following outline is typical of one 
such garden:—Facing tlie street is a 
building flanked as high as the roof by a 
tank supported on pillars which contains 
water for irrigation, and quite close to the 
house and the street the manure heaps ; 
round about, and chiefly at the rear of 
the building is the garden plot laid out in 
regular, compacted bods, and under the 
paths is n pipe for conveying water by 
pressure. The whole occupies a surface 
area of about 3,000 feet. Here we have a 
small holding of an occupation value of 


some 1,500 to 2,000 francs i>er annum— 
that is to say, almost that of a farm of 
between 200 and 300 acres—in Champagne, 
let us say. This miniature holding em¬ 
ploys the labour of five or six people hard 
at it eleven or fifteen hours daily, accord¬ 
ing to season. Its live stock is limited to 
a horse for town work, and sometimes for 
working the water pressure gear. 

The market garden is distinct from 
other suburban vegetable gardens: (1) It 
makes very much use of horse manure, 
not only for Its fertilising quality, hut 
also for the production of beat artifici¬ 
ally by slow combustion in the lied*. (2) 
It concentrates the sun’s rays by means of 
hell glasses and- frames alternatively over 
a third or a half of its extent. (3) It em¬ 
ploys in surface watering great quanti¬ 
ties of water drawn from subterraneous 
sources. 

The dung is obtained by contract from 
the cavalry barracks in Paris. An aver¬ 
age holding uses some 2,000 cubic feet of 
water a day during the hot summer days. 

The water for irrigation is obtained 
from underground sources at depths vary¬ 
ing according to the geohydrological struc¬ 
ture of the locality. In the Seine and 
Marne districts the depth varies from 
20 feet to 30 feet according to the distance 
from the river. North of Paris the source 
is in the water held by the middle-tertiary 
sands called “Beauchamp,” at a depth of 
some GO feet. In the southern suburb it 
is the marly levels of coarse limestone 
known as lutetian which supply tlie 
water from different depths. For econo¬ 
mical reasons the present tendency is to 
substitute motor power for the traditional 
horse in pumping up water to the distri¬ 
bution tank. Actually the majority of 
gardens are provided with small motors 
of 2 li.p. and 3 li p., eonsmulng an aver¬ 
age of 2 pints of spirits on watering days. 
In these times the chief difficulty Is 
to find tlie spirit to work tlie motors.— 
Paul Vince v, in Academic d'Horticulture 
dc France. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Using Onion beds a second year.— 

Thero is a feeling abroad, particularly 
with new allotment holders, that to grow 
Onions to perfection one must select a 
fresli site for them every year. This is 
not at all necessary, provided tlie old lied 
is prepared in the autumn with a dressing 
of a suitable material. Some growers who 
specialise with Onions use the same plot 
year after year. Now that Onion beds are 
cleared, the soil should be turned up and 
left rough for the winter, so that frost 
may do its work ; the chief business for 
the present should be the sweetening of 
the soil by rough digging. To allow a bed 
to lie idle for months l>efore putting a 
spade or fork into it is a mistake.— Lea- 
hurst. 

Lime on new ground _From what I 

hear there is likely to he an abnormal 
number of orders for lime this autumn on 
new allotments. Many had not the oppor¬ 
tunity of digging their ground properlv 
last spring, and this autumn will see much 
useful work done towards ensuring a good 
tilth for next spring planting. The 
rougher the ground is dug the better, ill 
order that it may l>e left open to the 
action of the weather, but the influence 
of lime on clods of turf in reducing them 
to a fine state is so well known that the 
sooner it is applied when tho ground is 
cleared of crops the better.— TVoodbaST- 
VVICK. 
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PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

INDOOR PLANTS. 

HEXACEXTRIS MYSOREXSIS. 

It Is a good many years since I have seen 
this beautiful climbing plant, and I do 
not remember having seen It mentioned in 
any gardening paper during the past 
quarter of a century. I may, therefore, 
take it for granted that it is not in general 
cultivation. That it is in favour here 
and there I do not doubt. 1 was charmed 
with its peculiar beauty the first time I 
saw it, nearly half a century ago, in a 
French garden, in which was the finest 
orchard of the Green Gage Plutn I have 
ever seen, : -id in which the spotted Glox¬ 


Syringa persica alba in Mrs. Chambers' garden. (See page 579.) 


that given such things as Clerodendron 
Iialfouri, Rhyncospcrmum juswinoides, 
and Allatnandns, tire growth of which is 
encouraged to the utmost by liberal treat¬ 
ment and subtropical conditions in the 
earlier months of the year, but which be¬ 
come matured by gradual exposure to ns 
much air and light as can be safely ad¬ 
mitted to them. J. Corn'JULL. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 
Flowering climber for greenhouse wall. 

—Will you kindly suggest a climbing 
flowering plant to grow on a shaded wall, 
facing east, in a slightly heated conserva¬ 
tory? Winter or spring flowering would 
lie more acceptable than later, and useful 
for cutting, if possible.—F. K. 

df the wall is not too heavily shaded a 


inias originated. It was a good-sized 
plant, growing on a trellis on the back of 
a lean-to house, and made a very pleasing 
display. This climber is very suitable for 
medium-sized houses, where strong 
growers would take' up more space than 
the owner eould afford. It may be grown 
in jiots or lie planted out, and may be had 
in bloom in late spring; but it is seen at 
its best grown along through the spring 
months and gradually hardened so that it 
is accustomed to the conditions which pre¬ 
vail in houses which are not artificially 
warmed after the middle of June ; but 
which are kept closer than the ordinary 
greenhouse. It will be at. home with such 
things as Ficus, Dracaenas, and green¬ 
house Ferns, which need some shade and 
a certain amount of atmospheric mois¬ 
ture. It needs identical treatment with 
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Camellia will make a very suitable cover¬ 
ing. Oue drawback is that it Is of a 
slower rate of growth than many other 
subjects. A quicker grower and a very 
desirable climber is the Australian Hlb- 
bertia dentata, a free-growing twining 
plant, the young leaves and shoots tinged 
with crimson. The bright yellow flowers, 
somewhat suggestive of those of a Hyperi¬ 
cum, are a little over a couple of Inches 
in diameter, and borne from January on¬ 
ward for about three mouths. A more 
rapid grower than either of the above Is 
the Abutilon, represented by several 
garden varieties. Desirable kinds are 
Roule de Neige, white ; and Golden Fleece, 
yellow. When in good condition they will 
flower more or less continuously through¬ 
out the year. The blossoms are very suit¬ 
able for cutting. In order to give of their 


best these subjects all require to be 
planted in a well-prepared border.] 

Aspidistra leaves injured _I enclose a 

leaf of Aspidistra showing how all the 
leaves, even the young ones, are affected. 
I have washed the leaves several times 
with paraffin and soft soap, hut it has not 
had any effect. I also watered with lime- 
water. The plants have been repotted in 
light soil, leaf-mould, and some decayed 
manure, and have had top-dressings of 
patent manure. — J. II. Connal. 

[The mixture of soft soap and paraffin 
has been evidently too strong for the 
leaves of the Aspidistra. The leaf sent 
was quite clammy, and on applying the 
tongue to it the presence of a pungent 
substance was very noticeable. Sponging 
with clean, warm water is all that Is in 
a general way required; but. if the leaves 
are very dirty, soft soap may lie used. 
It should, however, be rinsed off after¬ 
wards. The compost, too, would have 
been better without the decayed manure, 
while, unless the plants were very much 
pot-bound, the top-dressing of patent 
manure would do more harm than good. 
A suitable compost for Aspidistras may 
be made up of loam, leaf-mould or peat, 
and silver sand. Roam varies a good deal 
in character, some being lighter than 
others, hut If It lie of moderate consistency 
two parts of loam to one part of loaf- 
mould or peat and a good sprinkling of 
silver sand form a suitable mixture. It 
is very essential that the leaf-mould be 
quite fret' from insect and other pests, 
hence it is a good plan to sterilise it 
before mixing with the loam. We have 
some Aspidistras which were repotted in 
April, 191(1, in such a mixture as detailed 
above. They have never received any 
stimulant other than clear water, and are 
in robust health. Sponging, too, has been 
limited to a little warm water, while occa¬ 
sionally during gentle rain they have been 
stood out-of-doors.] 

Salvias. —A beginning has been made 
with the (sitting up of Salvias which were 
planted out during the summer for winter 
work indoors. Growth has been very 
satisfactory, and as the plants were cut 
round with a spade about three weeks 
ago, it is possible (o lift them with excel¬ 
lent balls. Some care, of course, is neces¬ 
sary in handling large plants while pot¬ 
ting Is being done, for the branches are 
very brittle and easily broken. Rots 
8 Inches and 9 Inches in diameter are 
used, and the compost—loam and leaf- 
uiuuld only—is firmly packed about the 
roots. Afterwards the plants are stood in 
a rather shaded and sheltered place until 
they recover from the check. It Is ad¬ 
visable when flagging is noticed to spray 
the foliage with the syringe until any 
danger of drooping is over. Treated in 
I liis way, all the Salvias—S. rutilans, S. 
Hethelli, S. splendens, and S. lactiflora— 
succeed quite as well as when grown 
throughout the season In (sits; indeed, I 
believe plants grown in a bed and lifted 
make the finest pieces and last over a 
longer period. Ku;mtoriums have been 
treated in a similar way, mid any trusses 
of flower-buds have been pinched out. 
EupatorJums are not quite so strongly 
rooted as are Salvias, and require more 
careful handling during potting, and 
greater attention to prevent flagging until 
the plants become established.— Scot. 


Index and Binding Cases for completed 

Volume.— 77k Index to Volume XXXVIII. of Garden¬ 
ing Illustrated it now readg (price 3d., post Jret 3^d.L 
The Binding Cat* for the tame volume it alto available 
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Cate can be obtained from ang newsagent, or from the 
PulAither, $3, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W,C. t. If 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

UNCOOKED FOODS. 

Mns. Earle writes me from Wood lands to 
say that she takes a deep interest in Mr. 
Aird’s experience with raw foods, and 
asks me for my opinion. I think it is an 
important subject, and our country being, 
of all countries, one that lends itself best 
to the cultivation of good green foods, it 
is one that should be looked into. If we 
cannot eat a raw l’arsnip or Potato there 
are many other vegetables which would be 
all the better without the aid of the cook, 
and there is not only the cooking generally, 
but also the bad cooking wc have to take 
into account. The British cook often re¬ 
duces excellent vegetables to a sickly pulp, 
which is always unwholesome, as, for ex¬ 
ample, in the case of the Marrow, which 
is so often served bereft of its natural 
flavour and crispness. Even Peas and 
Asparagus I have been shocked to see 
reduced to slush. 

Happily, we have another class of foods 
that do not ask for the cook’s aid. Not 
half enough attention is given to them; 
that is, the precious fruits of the North, 
native and hardy, and, as regards quality, 
excellent. Among these we have the 
Apples of America and of Europe, and 
what more delicious and wholesome food 
can there be? The trouble is that the 
trade catalogues are overcrowded with too 
many kinds, and among them bad kinds 
which require to be overdosed with sugar, 
which makes them unwholesome. The 
good Apple and the Pear want no addition 
of any kind, and all the pains that jieople 
can afford for their culture should be given 
to the good kinds only, there being an im¬ 
mense difference in food value between the 
good and the bad. There are also the im¬ 
ported fruits, such as the Fig, Date, and 
drape, of which great quantities come to 
our country and of the food value of which 
there can be no doubt whatever. 

But to return to things of the garden 
that we can use in the uncooked state, 
what can we have as good as the English 
Pea, which, eaten at the right time, is 
quite ns good raw as cooked. Then there 
are also young Beans and Sweet Corn. 
The last I tried lately uncooked and was 
surprised at its fine flavour. Lettuces, 
too, and Celery, and salads in variety are 
first-rate in that way, and Carrots young, 
as they ought always to lie, especially the 
small kinds seen in the French markets. 
Young Turnips, Cucumbers, Tomatoes, and 
Chicory in summer would go a long way 
ns wholesome food uncooked. 

The good salade de legumes of the 
French is usually made of cold Kidney 
Beans and other things left over from a 
meal, but there are stores of uncooked 
foods of which we might make a far better 
salade de legumes, much more agreeable 
than the cooked salad, and with the 
esculents all gathered young, as they 
should always be, there need be no doubt 
as to the effect of the food. W. 


SEASONABLE RECIPES. 

Tomato Rice. —Simmer about 2 oz. of 
Rico in J pint of milk until tender. 
Season with salt and pepper. Peel and 
core a pound of Tomatoes and bake them 
till they are tender. Then add the Rice 
and heat all together until it is smooth. 
Stir in an ounce of margarine, and serve 
very hot. 

Baked Tomatoes. —Take as many 
Tomatoes as are required, remove a little 
of tlie inside pulp and rill up with un¬ 
cooked Rice and pepper and salt to taste. 
Place on a baking-tin and put in the oven 
till the Rico is sufficiently cooked. Serve 
very hot with fried Parsley. 

Carrot souem*»— A delicious and eco- 

Go gre 


nomical dish this, made after a French 
recipe. Prepare a mash, or puree, of 
Carrots, to which add a tablespoonful of 
white sauce and the yolk of an egg, 
slightly beaten. Add at the last moment 
the white of the egg whipped to a stiff 
froth, and place the mash in a souffle dish ; 
cook in a moderately quick oveu until the 
souffle rises. Serve very hot. 

Markow pie. —Cut a Marrow into 
small pieces, remove the seeds, dip each 
in seasoned flour. Fry lightly in a little 
bacon fat. Pile up in a pie-dish; add two 
chopped-up Tomatoes, one finely-minced 
Onion, one tablespoonful of brown-bread 
crumbs, with one gill of stock, cover with 
a barley flour and oatmeal crust, and bake 
one hour. Serve hot. 

Green Gage pudding.— Required: 2 oz. 
of Maize flour, 2 oz. of Barley flour, 
4 oz. of flour, 3 oz. of finely-chopped suet, 
a pinch of salt, a good teaspoonful of bak¬ 
ing powder, 1 lb. of Green Gages, one tea- 
spoonful of honey. Sift the flours, baking 
powder, and salt together, add the suet, 
and make into a fairly stiff paste with cold 
water. Roll out, and line a greased basin 
witli the paste, fill the inside with the 
Green Gages, wiped and dry; pour over 
the honey, put a top of the paste on the 
pudding, tie a grease-proof paper over, 
and steam for three hours. Serve with 
hot custard sauce .—Daily Mail. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

CooRing Kohl Rabi.—I sowed and 
planted out this year for tlie first time 
some Kohl Rabi. The plants have done 
well, but I find it a very difficult veget¬ 
able to cook—many hours on the file 
leave them quite hard. Can you suggest 
reason or remedy? — A. Knight. 

[To stew Koiu. Rabi. —Peel and quarter 
the root of a Kohl Rabi, cover with cold 
salted water, and boil until tender, then 
cut the quarters into djee. Put the tops 
into cold water for a short time, drain 
them, chop them, and fry them in butter. 
Then add to them the diced roots, season 
with salt and pepper, and add about [ pint 
stock. Stew until quite tender, thicken 
with a little browned flour, and serve at 
once.] 

Onions and frost. —At this season of the 
year we are called upon to store our 
Onions, and wo must do it with care. I 
have always understood that the reason 
for storing them out of tlie reach of frost 
was that the frost damages them. This 
is not so—at any rate, in nij experience. 
Last year I harvested a magnificent crop— 
numbers great, size large, quality splen¬ 
did. But the frost got to them all, and 
every Onion became a ball of ice. I 
feared a total loss, but resolved to try to 
avoid this serious catastrophe. I un¬ 
strung them all, and laid them out on 
paper in my entrance-hall, where there is 
a small Tortoise stove. They were con¬ 
stantly moved about for the thawing pro¬ 
cess to he even. This was continued until 
every Onion apiteared to be in the dry con¬ 
dition it was when first stored. General 
result—complete success. Tlie Onions 
were as good as if they had never been 
frozen.—B. It. H. 

Chinese' Cabbage.— Just why the term 
“Celery” is applied is obscure, hut it is 
probably due to the fact that it is tied up 
aud blanched as is Endive, tlie tall foliage 
and stalks tending to make it resemble 
Celery. Actually it resembles a big Cos 
Lettuce rather than Celery. It has long 
been cultivated in China, and I believe 
thero is also another variety of similar 
habit. Treated as and tied like a Cos 
Lettuce, tlie heart blanches beautifully, 
and it can lie used for the same purpose. 
Indeed, it rivals the finest Lettuce. Cooked 
like Cabbage or Spinach it is excellent 
green. It is not recommended, however, 
for early sowing, as it soon bolts iu hot 


weather. Seed should be sown at the latter 
end of July or early in August iu rows 
2 feet or 3 feet apart, and the seedlings 
thinned to 15 inches apart. It will not 
stand frost—at least one in America, and 
I am not sure how it will stand it here.— 
T. A. W. in The. Garden. 

Colour in Beet. —Although it is common 
practice to exhibit tapering-rooted Beets 
in July and August, it is noticeable how 
few, let them be ever so well grown, bear 
the test of cutting. Tlie inference is that 
deep, perfect colour is found in these roots 
only nfter they have had time thoroughly 
to mature; that is a good reason against 
the showing of them so early in the season, 
a practice for which compilers of schedules 
are to blnrne. Good Turnip-rooted Beet 
almost always cuts better, and certainly it 
is wel 1 in season through July and August. 
Beets need very careful and constant selec¬ 
tion. Roots only should be planted to give 
seed-stock that will stand the tost of colour 
in the flesh. External beauty is all very 
well, but colour and quality of flesh are 
also most important features. 

King Edward Potato —It may interest 
“Lealiurst,” page 520, to know that the 
above Potato holds its own very well in 
this part of mid-Bucks, and compares very 
favourably with other inaincrop varieties 
in the matter of crop, quality, and immu¬ 
nity from disease. Very few of the newest 
kinds are represented in gardens and allot¬ 
ments, growers relying chiefly on King 
Edward, Up-to-Date, The Factor, ami 
Evergood. So far as the present season is 
concerned, Up-to-Date seems the variety 
most affected by disease, the answer gener¬ 
ally given to inquiries being: “ A heavy 
crop, hut half bad.” An opportunity 
offers in this parish of noting the quality 
of Potatoes from different soils, and I find 
King Edward almost more affected than 
any of the varieties above named. It is 
very much better from the lighter ground. 
— ti. B. S., Hardwick. 

Garlic. —A friend writes in praise of 
Chapin, a trace of garlic in a crust. The 
Garlic eliapon is French. Got a crust of 
bread, and rub on it Qt acts as a sort of 
grater) about half a peg of Garlic. You 
will'soon see when there is enough. Then 
toss it well up with tlie oil and vinegar 
and greenstuff. When you come to he 
very fond of the salad so prepared, you 
will eat a bit of the chapon, too, and later 
the whole of it. Recommend your meat- 
eating friends to insert a Clove of Garlic 
in their leg of mutton. You do not taste 
Garlic, but everybody will say: “This is 
the best mutton I ever ate.”—J. 

Parsley for winter _It is easy to have 

this in abundance in summer, but not so in 
winter. Those having strong plants with 
abundance of foliage would do well to cut 
away all the coarse leaves, leaving only 
the young short growths. In this way 
young growths may lie had, if a frame 
can be put over it, all the,winter. The 
big roots may also be lifted and planted in 
a pit, where they will become established 
by the winter. I used to lift the roots in 
September, planting them at the foot of 
the wall of the stove. If only a little is 
needed, then young plants can lie grown in 
boxes, placing them out of the frost.— 
Dorset. 

Peach Hale's Early. —Some of the 
Peaches of American origin are marred by 
their habit of bud-dropping, which persists 
even when all possible attention is paid to 
them. This failing cannot lie charged to 
Hale’s Early, in my opinion the best all¬ 
round Peach for early outside work which 
we possess. Of a good size, colouring 
well, and, above all, having an excellent 
flavour, no one who wishes to try Peaches 
out-of-doors in Scotland can go far wrong 
in planting Hale’s Early. Here it ripens, 
generally, about mid-August, but this 
year it is a trifle later.—VV. McG., Balmae, 
A' irknidbright. 
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OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

CLEMATIS HULDINE. 

The loss of tho Clematis out of doors is a 
serious one, and it is not the only one, as 
the plant, well grown, is of the highest 
value for rooms. If cut with a portion of 
the woody stem the flowers endure a fair 
time in the house in the most graceful 
ways. Huldine is one of Mr. F. Morel’s, 
of Lyons, seedlings, and, owing to the war, 
has not been sent out, but has been sent to 
me for trial. It is a hardy, graceful kind 
and takes no notice of storms of any kind. 

W. 

RHODANTHE MANGLES!. 

It must be quite fort}' years since tills 
Rhodanthe made its appearance In the 


planted, but sowed in the blooming pots. 
The Rhodanthe belongs to a class of an¬ 
nuals, such as Mignonette and Sweet 
Sultan, which are extremely impatient of 
root disturbance. Once this was dis¬ 
covered, it was an easy matter for anyone 
to produce equally good results. 

For early blooming the seed should be 
sown at the end of February, and for suc¬ 
cession about the middle of March. The 
soil should be good and free. There must 
be no forcing in the real sense of the 
word, only enough heat to bring the 
plants on without check, with plenty of 
light and air when iKissible. The water¬ 
ing, too, should be in careful hands, never 
allowing the soil to dry out and then give 
a soaking. I can believe that the seed of 
this annual failed to germinate last 


in the germinating period. The Rho¬ 
danthe is an aristocrat among annuals, 
and possesses a certain amount of consti¬ 
tutional delicacy that must be reckoned 
with. It is, however, worth all the 
trouble that may bo incurred in its cul¬ 
ture. Eyfleet. 


SINGLE-FLOWERED DAHLIAS. 

I have recently had an opportunity of 
going through a large and comprehensive 
collection of these. It is a matter for sur¬ 
prise that I lie single-flowered Dahlias are 
not more freely cultivated, as they are of 
the easiest possible culture, and provided 
sufficient room is given lor the plants to 
develop they give a bountiful display of 
blossoms in all shades of colour, begin¬ 
ning to bloom in the latter half of July, 



Flowering shoots of Clematis Huldine in a vase. 


form of well-flowered specimens in G-incli 
pots in the London markets. For some 
time one man held I he trade for tills Rho¬ 
danthe in his own hands. It was at that 
period when it was an article of belief in 
Covent Garden that only two men—and 
they were brothers—could grow the Per¬ 
sian Cyclamen; and, as a fact, those two 
men held a monoiioly of this useful flower 
for some years. It was the same with tile 
Rhodanthe ; some tried it, but with very 
indifferent results. The plants did not 
make that fulness of growth necessary to 
create the effect which in the case of 
things grown for market is absolutely 
necessary. The best plant-growers wore 
puzzled; but eventually the mystery was 
solved. It was a simple cultural detail 
which made all the difference between 
partial and complete success. It leaked 
out that the man itFqi?estion nevgtj tlfins- 

Digitized by 


spring, the weather being trying for small 
seeds; but those who want to ensure 
certain growth must not go to work in the 
rough-and-ready way commonly practised 
with tlie ordinary run of fre%growing 
annuals. In a good season, when gentle 
showers come at the right time, the seed 
will come up freely; but if the weather 
is dry it will frequently happen that not 
a single seed appears. When I grew this 
annual in the open l came to the conclu¬ 
sion that it was better to take more pains 
and make sure of good germination. My 
plan was to draw a drill in a circle, which 
would allow of its being covered with a 
G-inch pot, with the result that I had no 
trouble. No matter what the weather 
might be, the seeds came up without fail, 
and the young plants went away in that 
free, natural manner which is so different 
from what happens when a check occurs 


and continuing until the frost cuts them 
off. They are not in the least unwieldy 
in their habit of growth, the majority 
of the plants attaining a height of about 
;j feet, and in one or two instances -1 feet. 
While they are very effective set up iu 
pyramidal fashion on the exhibition table, 
they look infinitely better when disposed 
in shallow bowls and some of the smaller 
glass and other receptacles that are now 
so freely used. Unlike their more impos¬ 
ing rivals, the large-flowered types of the 
Dahlia, the blossoms are borne in pro¬ 
fusion, so that one may cut and come 
again with little or no trouble without 
impairing the beauty of tlie display in the 
open border. So long as each plant has a 
good main stake, with three or four others 
disposed around the plant to which to 
secure the branching growths, plants of 
even contour and pleasing form are iu- 
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variably developed. A great improve¬ 
ment in tbe quality of the flowers lias 
taken place within recent years, and the 
colours are now varied and infinite in 
I heir variety. 

The following I noted as distinct and 
well worth growingRosemary Bridge 
(deep rose), Lilian (rosy lilac), Brilliant 
(crimson-scarlet, wllh rich golden sta¬ 
mens), Marie (deep coppery-orange, with 
a liroad crimson zone round the golden 
centre), Albatross (pure white), Marion 
(buff, suffused rose), Owen Thomas 
(crimson-scarlet, the tips of the florets 
deep yellow). Js?on (velvety scarlet), Lady 
Bountiful (rich pink), Diana (deep rose), 
Bertha (rosy-scarlet), Beacon (golden- 
yellow), Mrs. Joynson Ilicks (pale buff, 
with a deep crimson zone round the 
golden disc), Polly Kccles (fawn, with a 
satin-like surface and red zone round the 
yellow disc), Princess of Wales (pink), 
The Mahdi (velvety maroon). It would 
be easy to add many other beautiful sorts, 
but the above should suffice to meet, the 
needs of most growers. D. B. Crane. 

High gate, N. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Sedum spectabile atropurpureum.— I 

much prefer this to the typical kind. At 
the same (line, it must lie borne in mind 
that all (he flowers of the dark-coloured 
variety are not of equal merit, some being 
of a decidedly brighter tint than others. 
This may perhaps account for some of the 
differences of opinion on the subject. A 
desirable feature of Sedum spectabiie and 
its variety is the fact that they will both 
thrive in s|>ots that are too hot and dry 
for most plants to give us of their best. 
I have used the variety atropurpureum 
lor furnishing a vase in a forecourt of a 
London house, where the heat was so in¬ 
tense that even Nasturtiums were burnt 
up. Tlie Sedum. however, held its own, 
its cool-looking, glaucous leaves being 
pleasant to look upon throughout the 
growing season, while the flowers when 
they developed were very richly coloured. 
Strange to say, the blossoms were always 
visited by two or three tortoiseshell 
butterflies, although I never saw any in 
the neighbourhood at other times.— 
K. It. W. 

Lillum regale in Scotland _Having re¬ 

gard to its hardiness, its immunity from 
disease, the ease with which it may be 
raised from seed, and its suiierlative 
beauty and perfume, I consider this tbe 
most desirable of the genus which has 
been introduced to this couutry. Seed 
was saved and sown here in the autumn 
of 1915; some of the seedlings have 
flowered in the open this summer—that is, 
in less than two years. One of a group 
planted three years ago was 5 feet 4 inches 
high, Ixire eleven ldooms, and grew in 
loam with lime added, and a liberal ad¬ 
mixture of wood ashes. One of the 
merits of ttiis Lily is that it requires no 
staking, the stem being strong and wiry.— 
Herbert Maxwell in Irish Gardening. 

Calendula officinalis. —The war has 

altered many of the older ideas concerning 
“bedding” plants, and it is now common 
to find the more easily-grown subjects 
supplanting those which were formerly 
used. I have always had a lingering 
affection for this plant, which, undeterred 
by neglect, and indifferent to harsh usage, 
comes up year after year in the same 
neighbourhood. I was, therefore, pleased 
to find, during a late visit to Sir Robert 
Usher’s gardens at Norton, in Midlo¬ 
thian, tiiat. several large lieds in the 
flower garden were occupied by C. offici¬ 
nalis in various colours. They had thriven 
well, the lieds were quite filled, and the 
effect was very good.—W. McG. 
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Helenium autumnale superbum. —For 

the garden this is the best form of 
Helenium autumnale. It looks well in the 
border, and for cutting it is excellent, 
especially if culled before the central or 
disc florets expand. Cut before these 
open, the blooms last longer and retain 
their beauty for a considerable time. H. 
a. superhutn grows from 2 feet to 3 feet 
high, according to the soil and amount of 
moisture. In its native country it in¬ 
habits moist meadows and swamps. A 
knowledge of this should help m in plac¬ 
ing it in our gardens. It ought to be re¬ 
membered, however, that we have more 
rain in summer than the plant receives at 
home, and the necessity for much moisture 
does not, therefore, arise so strongly in 
British gardens.— S. Arnott. 

Sphaeralcea Candida _This Colorado 

plant is now fairly plentiful in some dis¬ 
tricts, and when cut lias been in request 
for decoration. As a garden plant it is 
also of considerable value. At Argaty, 
Perthshire, there are a good number of 
large plants in the borders, and these look 
well with their many spikes of white 
flowers. S. Candida does not seem to he 
fastidious as to its position or soil, but it 
appears to me to prefer a fairly moist 
place. In dry, root-robbed borders it 
evidently suffers in dry summers, as is in¬ 
dicated by the flagging of the leaves—a 
sure sign of distress. S. Candida grows 
from 2 feet to 3 feet high, and is hardy.— 
S. A. 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

EARLY FLOWERING VARIETIES. 

In these days the first of the Chrysanthe¬ 
mums to be in blossom may be divided Into 
two sections, or, rather, the varieties may 
lie subjected to two distinct modes of cul¬ 
ture. Persons unacquainted with the sorts, 
after seeing one or more grown by 
having the number of flowers oh a plant 
restricted and then noting results In their 
own garden on plants not so treated—that 
is, allowing ail bloom buds to develop, 
might be disappointed. Referring to the 
latter first, in whites there is nothing to 
surpass the old Mme. C. Desgrange and 
Roi des Blancs. The latter Is purer in 
colour of blossom, but the plant less hardy 
titan the other. Yellows are plentiful. 
Horace Martin and Leslie are a pair satis¬ 
factory in all cases. In pinks I like Lillie, 
Provence, and Normandie. Perle Chatil- 
lonaise may lx 1 classed by itself as being 
neither a pink, a yellow, nor a bronze. 
The last shade should Include Abereorn 
Beauty, Nina Blick, Almirante, and Mrs. 
,T. Fielding, which include both light and 
dark ones. Then among crimsons 
Goaeher's Crimson and Crimson Polly will 
satisfy, and Claret gives a bloom of a 
purple hue. 

Disbudding earlies is a phase of culture 
which appeals to me, ns it surely does also 
to the grower for market, and there is 
ever a ready sale for good produce so 
cultivated. Glass is not essential to help 
open the flowers, but waterproof canvas 
Is, to ward off wet. Framfleld Early 
White and Mme. C. Desgrange, in white 
kinds, respond to the treatment named. 
Other superior sorts of the colour are 
Candida and Debutante, but it is doubtful 
If these are purchasable, the owners pre¬ 
ferring to keep them for market. In pink 
we have F£e Parisienne and Cranford 
Pink. Here, again, Consul and Delight 
would be included, but they are not in 
dpalers’ lists. Cranfordia and Cranford 
Yellow will do of the yellow shade, and 
G. Werrnig, the sport of Mme. Desgrange, 
might also be added. Almirnnte, El Draco, 
Dolores, and La Paotole have flowers of a 
bronze shade, and the better crimsons are 
Alcalde and Emperor, two kinds, however, 
that are not easy to obtain. The above- 
named are all of the Japanese type. 


.Small Pompon varieties have their ad¬ 
mirers, and for this reason a few nice 
things in that way are named. White Pet, 
Flora (yellow), Blushing Bride (pink), 
Bronze Bride, Mme. Lefort (orange). 
Little Bob (crimson), and Bijou (chestnut). 
Early single-flowered kinds may appeal to 
some, therefore the following are men¬ 
tioned :—White City, Golden Firebrand, 
Brazier's Beauty (bronze), Kitty Itiehes 
(purple), and Kate Westlake (crimson). 

H. S. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Pompon Chrysanthemums.— There may 
be something to say for Pompon Chrys¬ 
anthemums, as noted on ]>uge 508, but I 
think they are hardly likely to return to 
general favour and occupy the place held 
by the singles aud the decorative Jaiwmese 
either for pots or outside. The fact is that 
as, in the majority of cases, flowers are 
grown in these times for the twofold pur¬ 
pose of a display (indoor and outdoor) aud 
for cutting, the two sections above men¬ 
tioned are much more in favour than the 
Pompons, aud, I think, rightly so. Per¬ 
haps the singles take first place, for there 
are few who would not prefer well-grown 
plants or well-arranged vases of the best 
representatives of these in white and the 
various shades of yellow, pink, crimsou, 
and maroon to the liest of the Pompons. 
In the old days before the Introduction of 
singles, when choosing sorts for outside 
planting either for the open border, wall, 
or trellis, I generally picked out sorts like 
Chevalier Domage, Cottage Pink, and Li 
Triompliante, and found they were most 
appreciated.—E. B. S., Hardmck. 


GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 

Turnip, injury to (T. Plater ).—The 
Turnip sent is attacked by bacterial soft- 
rot, the trouble not being due to an in¬ 
sect, but to a minute bacillus that gains 
entrance to the plant from the soil. No 
cure for this trouble is known, but it can 
be avoided to n large extent by sowing 
•the seed at short intervals, so that the 
roots never attain to large size, for, as a 
rule, it is only when they are quite large 
that they s-uffer. Judging from the size 
of the root sent, your soil must be over 
ricli in nitrogenous manure, otherwise we 
do not think the Turnips would have 
grown so large in so short a time; and, 
doubtless, a dressing of superphosphate 
at the rate of 2 oz. to 3 oz. to the square 
yard would help to set things right. 

From the front.— On our way up to the 
line I much admired the fine orchards—in 
most cases loaded with fruit, and in many 
cases I think it must have been cider 
Apples. In places, too, the Mountain 
Ash was magnificent; and when going 
past a very fine chateau I saw some large 
Coekspur Thorns loaded with haws. 
By the railway and on the banks, Vibur¬ 
num Opulus was charming; Acacias in 
fruit, also masses of Solidago and Eupa- 
toriurn. Tills last is effective as seen 
here, either isolated or grouped. Cornus 
Mas was just colouring beautifully, amid 
little trails of Heather, which do not ap¬ 
pear to be very common about bore. 
Clematis Vitalba and C. Vitieella are 
plentiful along the railway hanks, and 
also a dwarf pink flower, which I did not 
recognise. I noticed also a few very large 
Fear-trees. We are having lovely days, 
but cold at night, and, to make matters 
worse, we have had our trousers taken 
up, leaving our knees bare—it is the prac¬ 
tice of this battalion, a very good one in 
summer, but a little fresh for starting It 
now, in fact, I feel like Sir Baden Powell 
when he had to tie a Scotsman : I feel like 
' tying a pocket handkerchief round my 
knees for warmth.— E. Markham. 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom October 16th. — Clioisi/a ternala, 
Abelia rupestris, CeanotHus (in variety), 
Hydrangea paniculate grandiflura, Escal- 
lonias [in variety). Herbaria nepalcnsis, 
hardy Fuchsias (in variety), Osmanthus 
ilicifolius. Genista tinctoria, Veronicas 
(in variety), Clerodcndron trichotomum. 
LaurHStinus, Calycantlins floridus, Myrtle, 
Spiraa confusa, Lavatera Olbia, Mag¬ 
nolia yrandiflora, Solatium jasminoides, 
Desmodium, penduliflorum, Clematis (in 
variety), Iloses (in variety), Senccio 
Grcyi, Nierembcryia frutesccns, Poten- 
tilla arborea, Polygala Chamicbuxus pur¬ 
purea, Polygonums, Cislus, Ericas (in 
variety), Mcnziesias, Salvia azurea gran- 
diflora, S. Oreigi, CEnotheras (in variety), 
Acanthus, Michaelmas Daisies (in great 
variety), Anemone japonica, Hvlianthus 
(in variety), Pyrethrums, Nepeta Mtts- 
sini, Tritomas, Francoas, Achillea Eupa- 
torium, Linum arboreum, Plumbago Lttr- 
pentir, Erigeron mucronatus, Sedum 
spcclubile, S. Sicboldi, Lobelia cardinalis 
(in variety), Putcntillas, Pcntstcmons 
(in variety). East Lothian Stocks, Tufted 
Pansies (in variety), Antirrhinums, Sca- 
biosa (in variety). Ivy-leaved Pelar¬ 
goniums, Mesembryanthemums (in great 
variety), Amaryllis Belladonna, Agapan- 
tlius, Sternbergia lutca, Colchicums, 
Crocus speciosus. Cyclamen hedertrfolium, 
Violets (in variety), Meconopsis cam- 
brica, Coreopsis yrandiflora, Hyacinthus 
candicans. Gladiolus, Phygelius capcnsis, 
Tropaolum speciosum, T. tuberosum, 
dwarf Campanulas, Parochclus communis. 
Convolvulus mauritanicus, Androsace 
lanuginosa, Saxifraga Fortunei, Litho- 
spermums. Hutchinsia alpina, Aflthio- 
nemas, Platystemon californicus. The 
foliage of many trees and shrubs is now 
richly coloured, including Azaleas, llcr- 
beris, Rhus (in variety). Viburnums, 
Liquidarnbar, Corn us (in variety). Par- 
rotia perslea, Cockspur Thorn, Actinidia 
arguta, Akebia quinata, Vitis (in variety), 
Amclanchier, Maples (in variety), Cana¬ 
dian Poplar, Quercus coccinca, Q. rubra, 
Willows, and many others. 

The week’s work. —The cleaning and 
needing of the rock garden are being pro¬ 
ceeded with as fast as circumstances per¬ 
mit. Where the roots of weeds have got 
underneath choice plants it is necessary 
to lift the plants. Following the cleaning 
and weeding, a top-dressing suitable to 
the requirements of the various plants 
will be applied where necessary, making 
this top-dressing as firm as possible, espe¬ 
cially on sharp inclines, where it is liable 
to he washed away by heavy rains. 
Plants that are easily injured by damp 
will be protected by placing small hand- 
lights or squares of glass over them to 
keep off the wet—for instance, Andro¬ 
sace Chumbyi and A. sarmentosa require 
tliis protection. The ground is now in 
excellent condition for planting, and this 
may lie carried out at the present time. 

Although Roses may lie successfully 
planted at any time from late October to 
the end of February, the last fortnight 
of October and the whole of November 
generally give the best results. If the 
soil is sufficiently deep, it should he well 
trenched, and if poor, a liberal dressing 
of manure should be added, but in such a 
manner that the manure will not come 
into direct contact with the roots of the 
plants immediately after the planting has 
been done. The most suitable soil for 
Roses is a rich, deep loam, resting on 
gravel. If the soil be very heavy and 
stiff it will lie well to mix a quantity of 
leaf-mould and gravel with the staple at 
the time of planting. On the contrary, 
if the soil is light and sandy heavy loam 
may be added, in either case care being 
taken that the drainage is good. Plant¬ 
ing should he done during fine weather, if 
possible, in order that the soil may be 
trodden and made moderately firm. Roses 


on the Brier or Manetti should be planted 
at least 3 inches deep above the point of 
union; hut Roses on their own roots are 
much to be preferred. If these are cut 
down by frost they will usually make 
fresh growth from buds below the ground 
surface. .Many of the stronger-growing 
and hardier varieties of the Wichuraiana 
section and other climbing Roses are suit¬ 
able for planting against old tree stumps 
or over clusters of old roots, where they 
soon become objects of beauty. A few of 
them should be planted, where possible, 
each autumn. Only strong-growing and 
proved varieties should be selected for 
such positions. The ground should be 
prepared for them, and if the natural soil 
is unsuitable a properly prepared com¬ 
post should be incorporated with it to give 
the plants a good start. These Roses re¬ 
quire very little attention after they are 
planted. F. W. Gallop. 

Litford Hall Gardens, Oundle, Korthants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Late Grapes. —These should now be 
sufficiently ripe to allow of artificial heat 
being reduced to sueli an extent that but 
enough warmth is maintained to keep 
the air in circulation and damp from con¬ 
densing on tlie berries. This will ensure 
their keeping well, and at the same time 
will not, unless too much .warmth is em¬ 
ployed, cause the skins to shrivel. In 
fine weather air may he admitted freely 
during the forenoon and reduced in the 
afternoon so that the minimum point is 
reached about dusk, when a chink at the 
apex will suffice for the night. In damp, 
foggy weather it is best to keep the ven¬ 
tilators closed. Gather up fallen leaves 
daily, and if much damp rises from the 
inside border cover it with dry litter, 
which will prevent moisture rising. The 
bunches should be scanned daily, and de¬ 
caying berries removed directly any are 
found. Promptitude in regard to this 
matter will prevent decay from spreading. 
Where the roots are partly in an inside 
and partly in an outside border, the latter, 
to prevent it from becoming further 
saturated with rain, should he covered 
with wooden shutters or corrugated sheet 
iron. Should the inside border become 
unduly dry, it must, of course, be watered, 
otherwise shrivelling of the berries will 
ensue. The water should be applied when 
the ventilators can be opened to their 
widest extent to assist in drying up any 
excess of moisture. In this case covering 
of the surface with dry litter to a depth of 
4 inches or so is imperative. In 

Other vineries, where hut a few bunches 
may he hanging on the Vines, it will he 
found more economical to remove them 
with a good length of lateral attached, 
and put them into bottles either in the 
Grape-room or some dry room where the 
temperature ranges from 50 degs. to 
55 degs. 'Ihe vinery can then lie venti¬ 
lated to its fullest extent and a further 
economy of fire heat effected. 

Outside Vine borders. —It is not wise to 
allow these to remain exposed to the ele¬ 
ments throughout the winter, as not only 
do they become unduly wet and cold, but 
the surface, in the event of severe weather 
setting in, becomes frozen, with the re¬ 
sult that a great loss of surface roots 
occurs. A covering of some material, if 
only of newly-fallen leaves, will, if laid on 
the’ border to the depth of 1 foot, avert 
this. Long stable litter is excellent 
material if shaken out and laid on regu¬ 
larly and evenly. If sufficient is not avail¬ 
able, then employ tree leaves, and cover 
with litter to prevent them being blown 
about. If the depth of leaves mentioned 
is not exceeded they will not heat, while 
they will at the same time keep the sur¬ 
face of the border dry and warm. Shutters 
or corrugated iron sheeting may also he 
employed. In this case but half the depth 
named of leaves or litter will suffice. 


Pot Vines. —Until required for starting, 
these will lie best placed in a cool house, 
as no further advantage is to bo gained 
by keeping them outside. They should 
be cut hack to the required length if this 
has not already been done, and the 
wounds dressed with styptic or knotting. 

Figs. —Hush trees in pots intended for 
early forcing should now lie placed under 
cover, and until the time for starting 
arrives keep them quite cool and afford 
no more water than is absolutely neces¬ 
sary. Whatever cleaning may tie neces¬ 
sary can then he done during inclement 
weather. In late houses divest the trees 
of fruits above the size of Reas, and en¬ 
deavour to get the wood thoroughly 
ripened before the fall of the leaf takes 
place. 

Outdoor Tomatoes. —The fruits will now 
do no further good if left on the plants. 
They should, therefore, lie taken off, lay¬ 
ing all that may reasonably be expected 
to ripen on shelves or a stage .in a green¬ 
house, converting the remainder into 
chutney for winter use. 

Shadings. —These being no longer re¬ 
quired or desirable may lie dispensed 
with. Those of a portable nature should 
be taken down, dried, and stored away. 
Lath blinds may be given a coat of paint 
some time when convenient during the 
winter. Shadings, in the nature of white¬ 
wash, Summer Cloud, etc., should he 
washed off, as all sunshine available is 
now necessary to the well-being of the oc¬ 
cupants of the houses and pits. 

Watering, etc. —The watering of plant- 
houses should now lie changed from the 
afternoon to the morning, as the needs of 
the inmates are not only less exacting 
than heretofore, but it admits of an ex¬ 
cess of moisture lieeoming dried up before 
nightfall. There should also lie a gradual 
diminution of syringing, and when fine 
weather admits of its being done in the 
afternoon, it should be done early enough 
to allow of the foliage drying before dusk. 

Chrysanthemums _Cooler weather con¬ 

ditions have rendered the housing of all 
but the latest flowering plants necessary. 
The latter are best grouped together, and 
if a temporary framework is erected over 
them, they can, if necessary, be pro¬ 
tected with canvas covers or mats. By 
these means they can be rendered proof 
against frost of ordinary severity. 

Primulas and Cinerarias. —These, if 
still in unheated pits, must be moved into 
safer quarters, and where heat can lie 
turned on when required. 

Asparagus pits. —Where this excellent 
method of forcing Asparagus is still prac¬ 
tised, the beds should now have atten¬ 
tion. After cutting off the tops and 
clearing away the weeds the iieds should 
lie dressed with well-rotted manure. If 
the heat for the forcing is obtained from 
fermenting material, such as tree leaves 
and stable litter mixed together, and 
placed all round each pit in the form of 
a continuous tied or lining, the remains of 
the latter left from forcing last spring 
should be cleared away, taking care at 
the same time that the pigeon-holes in the 
walls through which the heat penetrates 
and circulates under the bed are cleaned 
out also. When the necessary amount of 
warmth is furnished by hot-water pipes, 
nothing further remains to be done until 
the time arrives for the starting of the 
first pit, which, when the great variety of 
vegetables that is still available is taken 
into consideration, is not yet necessary. 

Flower garden. —All summer bedding 
plants should now lie cleared away, as 
they will make no further display this 
season; and after getting the beds dug, 
plant them with Narcissi in variety or 
May-flowering Tulips, using as a ground¬ 
work single and double white Arabis, 
Anbrietias in variety, double Daisies, and 
Myosotis in variety.' With the aid of the 
foregoing some very pretty effects can lie 
produced. Where" appreciated. Wall¬ 
flowers may be employed to advantage, 
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as, if the beds are filled with a judi¬ 
cious selection of the varieties now in 
cultivation, the result when the plauts 
come into flower is very pleasing. Good 
bold clumps of Wallflowers should also be 
planted in mixed borders, and the same 
with regard to the other spring-flowering 
subjects mentioned. All tender subjects, 
such as Agapanthus, Aloysia citriodora 
(Lemon-scented Verbena), Myrtles, Lan- 
tanas, Zonal and Ivy-leaved Pelargoniums, 
Fuchsias, etc., in big pots or tubs should 
be placed under cover. With but few ex¬ 
ceptions, these may be wintered in a 
coach-house or stable, so long as some 
amount of light is to be had and frost ex¬ 
cluded. The lawns should receive a final 
mowing, after which clean the machines 
and store for the winter. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Gathering late fruits. —Apples and 
Pears that are still upon the trees in 
open quarters should be gathered, but 
late Pears against walls, and therefore in 
a position where they can be protected, 
may be allowed to hang for another week 
or two, provided the weather continues 
favourable. Late Pears improve in 
quality if allowed to hang as long as it is 
safe to permit them. Carefully examine 
early varieties of Apples and Pears in the 
fruit-room, and remove at once any decay¬ 
ing fruits. 

Medlars should never be gathered before 
they are ready, or the fruits will shrivel 
and fail to ripen properly. They should 
l>e gathered on a dry, sunny day, and in 
storing them the top of the fruit should 
be placed downwards, as decay always 
commences at the stalk. 

Quinces are generally fit to gather 
about the same time as Medlars, and care 
should be taken to gather them without 
bruising the skin. 

Morello Cherry-trees should be pruned 
at the first opportunity, cleaned, and 
trained, so that the work may, if pos¬ 
sible, be done before bad weather sets in. 
No matter how carefully the work is 
arranged, a considerable amount of prun¬ 
ing and training fruit-trees on outside 
walls has to l>e done, perforce, under con¬ 
ditions of discomfort to those engaged in 
the work. Whenever possible, the trees 
should be detached from the walls and 
all slioots which will not be required re¬ 
moved. All shoots on young trees may 
be required for extension, but the slioots 
on established trees should be nailed in at 
a distance of from 4 inches^ to 6 inches 
apart. After the pruning is completed, 
the primings and rubbish should be con¬ 
veyed to the fire-heap. Many insect pests 
will be destroyed in this way. 

Raspberries _The present is the best 

time for making a new plantation of 
Raspberries, and those who have any un¬ 
profitable canes should now make pre¬ 
parations for making a fresh plantation. 
If the soil is moderately light and rich, 
then deep cultivation is all that is neces¬ 
sary, except for a liberal dressing of de¬ 
cayed manure. In such circumstances 
the canes may lie planted at the end of 
the present month. On cold and wet 
ground some extra preparation will be 
necessarv, as the soil must be drained 
and trenched, adding during the latter 
process such materials as burnt refuse, 
decomposed manure, leaf-mould, and road- 
scrapings, which will make the ground 
more porous and improve it for a number 
of years to come. As the Raspberry is 
rather a shallow rooting plant, care 
should be taken to keep the richest com¬ 
post near the surface. In planting, it is 
generally best to have the rows running 
from north to south, and the stools should 
he in rows 5 feet apart, allowing a dis¬ 
tance of '2J feet from plant to plant. 
When planting is completed, apply a light 
mulch of stable-manure over the roots. 

Strawberries _Examine all Strawberry 

beds once moriy-*Hid remove any runners 
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found upon the plants. Lightly hoc the 
surface soil, and remove all weeds in pre¬ 
paration for affording a mulch. 

Tomatoes grown for winter fruiting now 
require careful ventilation, keeping the 
atmosphere in circulation both by day and 
night. At this dull season, when the days 
are getting shorter, it is essential to main¬ 
tain a good, steady heat in the hot-water 
pipes. These conditions are necessary 
froth to ensure the free setting of the 
fruits and to prevent them splitting when 
ripening. Be careful in watering the 
plants, never applying it unless the roots 
are dry. As the fruits increase in size an 
occasional top-dressing of bone-meal or a 
similar manure should be applied, and 
when the pots have become filled"with 
roots a top-dressing of loam mixed with 
wood ashes and fine mortar rubble should 
be afforded. Diluted manure-water may 
also be given once a week. Seeds will 
now be sown thinly in pans for raising 
plants to fruit early in the spring. Pot 
the plants singly into small pots as they 
become fit, and repot them when neces¬ 
sary. Keep them near the glass in a 
house having an atmospheric temperature 
of from 55 degs. to CO degs. 

Cucumbers planted in September have 
made good progress, and are just com¬ 
mencing to fruit. In order to obtain a 
constant supply in late autumn and 
winter, very careful attention to cultural 
details is needed. Do not overcrop plants 
which are just commencing to fruit, as 
this would seriously weaken them. Cut 
the fruits before they become too large, 
and if not required for present use, lay 
them in a cool store, where they will keep 
in good condition for some time. \Y lien 
roots show themselves on the surface of 
the bed, apply light top-dressings to en¬ 
courage further root-action. Growth 
must be carefully regulated, and more 
space allowed than heretofore. Maintain 
a night temperature of from 65 degs. to 
70 degs., if possible without unduly heat¬ 
ing the pipes. Less moisture will lie re¬ 
quired after this date, therefore damping 
must be done with the utmost care, and it 
should lie governed by the amount of fire- 
heat employed, for, while it is disastrous 
to allow the atmosphere to liecnme too dry, 
an excessive amount of moisture is not 
less injurious. 

F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Orchard houses. —There arc at present 
many houses throughout the country in 
which plants were grown now practically 
empty. In many cases, with a little out¬ 
lay, such structures could be used for 
growing fruit-trees in pots, and this with¬ 
out any artificial heat whatever. The 
trees may either be bought already estab¬ 
lished and prepared for fruiting in pots, 
or trees can be selected from their 
quarters in any good nursery. The 
former, if the more expensive, is the 
better way; but when the latter course is 
adopted two-year-old plants are the best. 
I would even pot good maidens, when 
these are grown in soil which encourages 
fibrous roots, in preference to older trees 
with bare and thongv roots. Pots 
10 inches in diameter are very suitable 
for such trees. All kinds of Peaches and 
Nectarines can lie grown -well in pots or 
in tubs, and so, too, can Plums and Pears. 
Plums grown under glass are superior to 
anything produced in the open. Those 
who fancy Figs or Cherries will find both 
amenable to this form of culture. Apri¬ 
cots are not to be recommended—at any 
rate, not in a mixed fruit-house. They 
require different treatment from all 
others; and, as a matter of fact, I have 
never seen a satisfactory lot of Apricots 
in pots. In houses where there are 
already established trees in pots, the 
syringe must be kept at work till the 
foliage falls. Bear in mind, too, that, 
although the crop is gathered, the trees 
must not be neglected as to moisture at 


tho roots. In many cases bud-dropping 
may be directly traced to neglect in water¬ 
ing at this time. Gather up the leaves at 
frequent intervals, and ventilate fully by 
day and by night. 

Pears on walls. —Almost daily inspec¬ 
tion is needful in order tnat fruits nearing 
the ripening stage may be gathered before 
they fall. The practised eye can distin¬ 
guish at a glance the fruits which need 
to be picked, but those with less experi¬ 
ence ought to raise the Pears gently to a 
horizontal position, and if they are “ ready 
to come ” they will fall off into the hand. 
In storing, let tho fruits be handled as 
carefully as possible, and wdien almost 
ready for the table a day or two in a warm 
glasshouse will appreciably finish them 
better and improve the flavour. 

Apples. — Apple-trees were later in 
blooming than is generally the case dur¬ 
ing the spring, the weather during August 
and September was unfavourable to their 
development, and, as a result. Apples of 
all kinds have been later than usual in 
coming to maturity. Many kinds which, 
in the average year, are at this time in 
store yet remain on the trees. In these 
gardens Apples have in some years to bo 
gathered rather earlier than is advisable 
owing to the depredations of birds, but, so 
far-—very likely owing chiefly' to their un¬ 
ripe state—the Apples have not been 
interfered with as yet. As signs are not 
wanting, however, that ripening will not 
be much longer delayed, a beginning with 
storing will be made in the course of the 
ensuing week—starting, of course, with 
the earliest varieties. The crop, while 
not an exceptionally heavy one, is by no 
means disappointing, and individual fruits 
are in most cases of a fair size, while 
there are remarkably fine samples of such 
as Warner’s King, Lane’s Prince Albert. 
Pott’s Seedling, Stirling Castle, and Lord 
Derby. Ribston Pippin in the open is 
quite as good as the same variety upon a 
wall. 


Arum Lilies. —The remainder of the 
planted-out Arum Lilies was potted up in 
the course of the week. In potting, well- 
rotted old loam was used with no addi¬ 
tion whatever save a sprinkling of wood 
ashes. Pots 9 inches and 10 inches in 
diameter were used, very firm potting was 
given, and provision was made for top¬ 
dressing at a later date. Meantime, 
these plants are placed at the foot of a 
wall near a greenhouse, into which they 
can Ire promptly removed in the event of 
a sudden frost,’' which may be expected 
now at any time. 

Cuttings. —During the week a good 
batch of the double blue Lobelia Kathleen 
Mallard was put into the propagating-casje 
for stock. As has previously been said, 
this variety is—here, at all events—much 
more satisfactory under glass than when 
used in flower Inals in tho open. 

Wallflowers, Forget-me-nots, Prim¬ 
roses, and so forth, may now he planted 
as occasion requires. There will not be 
much spring bedding, but these things are 
well nigh indispensable, and may be put 
out into hare places in the hardy flower 
borders, where they will do W'ell. 

Hollyhocks.— It is advisable now to lift 
and pot any specially good Hollyhocks 
with a view to increasing them by cut¬ 
tings or by division in spring. They may 
lie plunged during winter in ashes or 
Cocoa-fibre in cold frames. 

Virginian Creepers. —Yitis incoustans 
is, perhaps, the most popular for wajls; 
but for fences, etc., the common variety 
is quite as useful. Growers of either— 
or both—are advised to keep these plants 
cut a font or two Mow the eaves of 
houses, or trouble will follow. 


Tomatoes in pots.— The space occupied 
by tlieso being required for other pur¬ 
poses, such fruit as was not ripe has been 
cut and laid upon shelves in a warm 
house to ripen off. Turned occasionally, 
these colour up quite as well as when 
permitted to finish on tile plants. The 
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crops have been excellent. The soil from 
the pots—pure loam and wood ashes—has 
been reserved for other purposes, and, 
having been frequently watered with 
liquid-manure, ought yet to be fairly good, 
and should grow bulbs, for instance, quite 
well. 

Vegetable garden _A finish has now 

been made with the lifting and storing of 
Beet and Carrots. Where any of these 
roots have yet to be attended to they 
ought to be taken up before any sharp 
frost arrives. More soil can be drawn up 
to Leeks where an extra blanch is re¬ 
quired, and if Celeriac lie grown, a little 
soil drawn over the plants will protect them 
from frost meantime. The same course 
may be followed in the ease of Turnips 
where for any reason these have to be left 
outside at present. Broccoli should now 
be laid down with the heads to the north. 
This will check growth and prevent frost 
injuring them. Any spare cold-frames 
can be filled with Parsley. Old plants, 
carefully lifted, and with the outside 
leaves cut off, will soon recover, and will 
give good leaves in the early winter. 

AV. McGuffog. 

Balmae Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
FRUIT SIIOAV. 

October 9tii and 10th. 

The Royal Horticultural Society held its 
21st exhibition of Britisli-grown fruit on 
Tuesday, October the 9th, at the London 
Scottish Drill Hall, Buckingham Gate, 
and although, when compared with former 
exhibitions it was not on such an exten¬ 
sive scale, the exhibits, generally speak¬ 
ing. were of a very high order. In the 
past season the crops of Apples, Rears, 
and Plums have been good, and, as was 
anticipated, the two first-named fruits 
were represented in all classes by very 
fine specimens, and the general appear¬ 
ance, as far ns freedom from blemishes, 
size, and colour, left nothing to be desired. 
The colouring of some of the Apples staged 
was, when the record of sunshine for the 
past season is taken into account, truly re¬ 
markable. Plums, although not staged in 
such numbers as on previous occasions, 
were of great merit, and that fine old 
variety Coe's Golden Drop was to he seen 
more frequently staged than any other, 
which Is proof of the high esteem in which 
it is still held by growers. Peaches were 
not so good as usual, the fruits being, with 
one or two exceptions, small, and in some 
cases lacking in colour. Of Grapes there 
was a falling off in quality, but their not 
being of the usual high standard of merit 
is not surprising when the labour question 
is taken into consideration. Apart from 
these few minor defects the show was, as 
a whole, very satisfactory, and that it was 
appreciated by the public was proved by 
the large number of visitors who patron¬ 
ised it from the time it opened until the 
close. 

INDOOR FRUIT. 

As is usual on these occasions, the col¬ 
lections of fruit grown under glass at¬ 
tracted great attention on the part of pro¬ 
fessional and amateur gardeners, as the 
exhibits and competition unmistakably 
proved. The class for a collection of nine 
dishes of ripe dessert fruit, to consist of 
at least six kinds, was well filled, the 
coveted honour, the silver Hogg medal and 
first prize, being won by Lord Somers 
(gardener, Mr. Mullins), Eastuor Castle, 
Ledbury, Herefordshire. In this collection 
were staged good Muscat of Alexandria 
and Black Alicante Grapes, a nice seedling 
Melon, Gladstone and Barrington Peaches, 
Humboldt Nectarine, Cox’s Orange Pippin, 
and finely-coloured Iloublon Apple and 
Marguerite Mnrillat Pear. The Duke of 
Newcastle was second^In this collection 
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a fine seedling Melon, Doyenne du Comice 
Pear, Lord Palmerston Peach, Washington 
Apple, besides Muscat Grapes were noted. 
In a similar class for six dishes of fruit 
competition was keen, the premier award 
and silver Knightian medal going to Lord 
Hillingdon, the Wilderuesse, Sevenoaks 
(gardener, Mr. J. Shelton), who'staged, in 
addition to white Muscats, two nicely- 
finished bunches of Black Hambro Grapes. 
In the class for six distinct varieties of 
Grapes, two bunches of each, the Duke of 
Newcastle secured first place aud a silver 
Hogg medal with fine-berried, medium- 
sized bunches of Gros Colman, two splen¬ 
did bunches of Gros Guillaume, the re¬ 
mainder consisting of Muscat of Alex¬ 
andria, Canon Hall Muscat, Mrs. Pearson, 
and Almvick Seedling. In another collec¬ 
tion two excellent bunches of the last- 
named variety were noted. Lord Hilling¬ 
don was first for two bunches of Black 
Hambro and excellent Black Alicante, 


Lord Somers for white Muscats and two 
well-finished bunches of Mrs. Pearson in 
the class for two bunches of any variety 
not specified in the schedule. 

HARDY FRUIT. 

In the class for a collection of not 
more than twelve dishes of Apples and 
eight of Pears, the remaining dishes to be 
of other hardy fruits, the first prize and a 
silver Ilogg medal went to Mr. Steward, 
Panshanger Park, Hertford, who staged, 
in addition to magnificent samples of 
Apples of varieties such as the Rev. AV. 
Wilks, Peasgood’s Nonsuch, Gascoigne's 
Scarlet, Bismarck, Cox’s Orange, and 
Roosevelt and Ileum; Diel Pears, Black 
Province Fig, Golden Drop and Late 
Orange Plums, Red Currants, and Hate 
Devonian Peach. Mr. C. A. Cain, The 
Node, Welwyn, Herts (gardener, Mr. 
A\ T i)ks), was awarded first prize for a col¬ 
lection of twenty-four dishes of Apples, 
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= SPECIAL REDUCED PRICES = 

EARLY SCOTCH SEED POTATOES. 


BEES Ltd. are now completing 
lifting and grading, and find crops 
heavier and cleaner than usual. 

Instead of putting this extra profit 
into their own pockets they are 
reducing prices to customers. 

Orders are now being booked at 
prices quoted below for delivery 
when ready. 

Orders already booked will also 
be executed at these reduced 
prices. 

Special Terms to Allotment 
Societies . 

Cpioure (Scotch). An old favourite which produces very heavy 
crops, and has tubers of good size ready to lift very early ... 
Eclipse (Scotch). Splendid whito round, very early, shallow 

eyes, good cooker. 

Eclipse. Onec grown in Yorkshire . 

Sharpe’s Express (Scotch). A great favourite, very early 

smooth skin, heavy cropper. 

Sharpe’s Express. Once grown in Lincolnshire . 

Sir John Llewellyn (Lines.) First class in every way. 

British Queen (Scotch). Remarkably fine. l>oth ns regards 
cropping and cooking qualities. A superb second early 

keeps well. 

British Queen. Once grown in Lincolnshire. 

Pioneer (Scotch). A greatly improved second early; first-class 
cooker and cropper . 

IMMUNE SEED POTATOES. 

Bees Ltd. are licensed by the Board of Agriculture to supply 
varieties suitable for planting in districts affected with Black 
Scab or Wart Disease. 

King George (Scotch). Although generally classed as a second 
early, this variety when grown from sprouted seed is ready 
for lifting as early os •* Sharpe’s Express " or “Epicure.” 
It is an excellent cropper, does well everywhere, especially 
on medium and heavy soils. Owing to fir*t early immune 
sorts being practically unprocurable, “King George” is in 

great demand as a first early. . 

Great Scot (Scotch). Second early, immense cropper, fine quality 
and flavour. Keeps as well as a main crop, strongly recoin 

mended. 

Great Scot (Lincolnshire seed) . 

The Ally (Scotch). A second early immune varioty with tuber o 
fine quality and shape, heavy cropper . 

(An excellent set of three potatoes for infected areas would be 
"King George,” “Great Scot,” and “Lochar” or "Templar.’ 
Prices of main crop sorts will be quoted later.) 


Cost of Carriage. 


The above prices include cost of bags. If carriage is to be 
1121bs. 561 bs. 

prepaid, 
281 be. 

please remit 
141bs. 

as under 
71bs. 

Up to 50 miles 

... 1/3 

1/- ... 

-/8 . 

~n 

-/7 

„ 300 . 

... 1/9 

1/2 ... 

1/- . 

.. -is ... 

-n 

„ 200 „ 

Over 200 

... 2/4 

1/7 ... 

1/2 . 

-in ... 

-/7 

... 3/2 

2/1 ... 

1/5 

... ii- 

-/7 


(To ascertain distance from Liverpool to your station look up passenger fare in time-table, which 
is calculated at about Id. per mile. Tims, if ordinary passenger fare is between 4/3 and 8/4, the 
distance will bo between 51 and 100 miles). 

Shallots. lib. 1/2, 3Jibs. 3/-, 71bs. 5/9, 14lbs. 10/6 Carriage paid. 

Onion Sets. Ub. 2/9, 2lt». 4/6. 31bs. 6/S, 4lbs. 8/S, 5lbj. ID/8 Carriaso paid. 

BEES Ltd., 175b Mill St., Liverpool. 
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sixteen cooking and eight dessert. Here 
magnificent highly-coloured specimens of 
Lane's Prince Albert were to be seen; also 
Warner's King and Lord Derby, and among 
dessert kinds American Mother. Janies 
Grieve, Wealthy, Rlbston Pippin, Houblon. 
and Itival. Lord Somers was placed first 
for nine distinct dishes of Pears, the best 
of the varieties staged being Pitmaston 
Duchess. Durondeau, Souvenir dc C’ongrfes. 
Marguerite Marillat, Beurre Superlin, and 
BeurrtS Diel, laird Hillingdon was second, 
in wliose collection was n tine dish of 
Pear BeurrG Ballet litre. The premier 
award for Plums went to Mr. C. H. 
Berners, WoplverstonePark, Ipswich (gar¬ 
dener, Mr. W. Messenger), who staged ex¬ 
cellent samples of Golden Drop, Ileine 
Claude de Bavay, and President. Lord 
Somers gained lirst place for Morello 
Cherries, the fruits clean, of medium size, 
and in an excellent state of preservation. 
For a dish of autumn-fruiting Raspberries 
Mr. E. O. Palmer, Drayton House, Sher- 
field-on-Hodden, Basingstoke, took first 
prize. The classes in the special district 
county prizes were well filled, and splen¬ 
did examples of botli Apples and Pears 
were contributed by the various c’ouqieti- 
tors. Amongst cooking Apples the Rev. 
W. Wilks. Pcasgood's, Warner's King, 
Print* Albert, Norfolk Beauty, Bumb¬ 
ling's Seedling, and Bromley's, and of 
dessert the late Chas. Ross’s Seedlings, 
Cox’s Orange, Ribston Pippin, etc., figured 
conspicuously. Of Pears splend id specimens 
of Princess, Durondeau, Roosevelt, Le 
Bruu, Conference, Directeur Hardy, 
Bound A. Lucas, C. Ernst, besides the 
better known popular sorts, were staged. 
From Scotland came some excellent ex¬ 
amples of Apples Jacob's Seedling, Wor¬ 
cester Pearmain. Castle Major, and 
British Queen, which last we do not re¬ 
member to have seen before. These came 
from Capt. Gordon, of Threave House, 
Castle Douglas, and gained him first 
honours. In the classes for single dishes 
of dessert Apples fine typical specimens 
of American Mother, Bismarck, Beauty, 
Adam’s Peannain. Blenheim Orange, 
Cox’s Orange, Ribston, Lord Hindlip, 
Margil, Wealthy, Coronation, Charles 
Ross, and Claygate Pearmain, the last 
the finest, we have ever seen, were exhi¬ 
bited. Of cooking varieties Bramley’s, 
Blenheim Orange, Cellini, Mere de 
Menage, Dnmelow's or Wellington, Prince 
Albert, Golden Noble, Newton Wonder, 
Hormead’s Pearmain, and Grenadier are 
a few of I he varieties staged, the winning 
dish of the last coining from Scotland. 

lu the class for eight dessert fruits not 
specified in the schedule a splendid dish of 
Gravenstein was placed lirst. In a similar 
class for eight fruits of a cooking variety, 
the fruits to consist of a late variety, Chas. 
Ross gained the first prize. 

In the comiietition for single dishes of 
Pears the same high quality of the ex¬ 
hibits was noticeable, of which the dishes 
of Bear re d'Amnnlis, Beurre d’Anjou, 
Beurrd Superlin, Doyenne du Cornice, 
Fondanted’Automne, Glou Morceau, Marie 
Louise, Conference, Pitmaston Duchess, 
and Winter Nelis call for special mention. 
The class oi>eii to nurserymen only, brought 
forth a keen competition, in which Mr. 
Allgrove, of Langley, Slough, was placed 
first with a meritorious lot of fruit, 
amongst which the Apple Rev. W. Wilks 
occupied n prominent position. It Is doubt¬ 
ful whether the exhibitor ever staged finer 
examples of this now popular variety than 
on this occasion. In addition to this the 
exhibit contained dishes of most of the 
best and less known varieties of Apples, a 
good many dishes of Pears, one named 
Mikado being a haudsome-looking fruit, 
and several dishes of Plums. For this a 
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gold Knightian medal was awarded. The 
Messrs. Lanyard were placed second with 
a fine and comprehensive collection of 
hardy fruits, and Messrs. Canned, of 
Swanky, third. In both the fruits were 
of a high order of excellence, the colour¬ 
ing of the Apples being particularly bril¬ 
liant. The former was awarded a gold 
medal and the latter a silver-gilt Knightian 
medal. 

For twenty basket^ of cooking and 
dessert Apples the winning collection was 
staged by the Messrs. Spooner, of 
Hounslow, who had, with many well- 
known varieties, good baskets of W. 
Crump, Cox’s Pomona, Iloary Morning, 
Rougemont, Gloria Mundi, and Striped 
Beefing. 

The Ipswich District Gardeners’ Associa¬ 
tion contributed an extensive collection of 
Apples and Pears, a magnificent dish of 
Warner's King being a conspicuous feature. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Antirrhinums from seed (IF. II. Mom- 
field ).—Early in February is the l>est time 
to sow the seed, raising it in gentle heat. 
Pans or boxes, according to the number 
of plants required, are the best receptacles 
to sow tile seed in. These should lie filled 
with light, rich, soil, making the surface 
firm and level. The seeds being small, a 
slight covering of fine sandy soil suffices. 
To avoid disturbing the seeds the soil 
should be well watered before sowing. 
Shading with paper assists the germina¬ 
tion of the seeds and prevents the undue 
drying of the surface. A position where 
there is plenty of light is necessary to pre¬ 
vent the plants becoming drawn. As soon 
as the seedlings are strong enough they 
should be pricked out into a frame, and 
finally planted out towards the end of 
April in the quarters in which they are to 
flower. 

Dahlias, lifting and storing (Grateful 
One ).—When the frost has cut down the 
Dahlias, cut off the stems 5) inches from 
the ground, then, with a fork, lift the 
roots carefully, taking care not to break 
tile fleshy tubers. Shako off some of the 
soil or remove it with a pointed stick, 
turn file roots bottom upwards to allow 
any water that mav he in the hollow stems 
to run out, and when the roots are fairly 
dry place them in shallow boxes as closely 
as you pan, and cover them up with dry 
soil or ashes well shaken in, and then 
stand them in some place where frost can¬ 
not reach them, and where it is fairly dry 
—not under drip. So cared for, the roots 
should keep well all the winter. Next 
spring stand them on a hotbed, so as to 
provide cuttings should you wish to in¬ 
crease your stock of any of the sorts you 
have. If not, after being well started and 
hardened off, you can plant out the old 
tubers. It is difficult to say why the two 
roots failed to start without seeing the 
tubers, hut evidently there were no buds. 
Probably had you placed them on a hot- 
lied they would have started. 

FRUIT. 

Peach-tree in greenhouse (William ).— 
When frost threatens you must see to it 
that tile ventilators of the greenhouse are 
closed. It is a mistake to grow a Peach¬ 
tree in such a house, as the treatment 
which the greenhouse plants require does 
not answer for the Peach-tree., which must 
have abundant ventilation after the fruit 
has been gathered in order that the wood' 
may lie thoroughly ripened. If the wood 
is badly ripened, then, in all probability, 
the flowers will drop. 

Pear-trees not fruiting (IF. E. Woolley). 
—We are inclined to think the reason the 
Pear-tree does not hear is because it 
makes too much growth. The remedy is 
either to lift or root-prune—the former if 


the tree is not too old. You may plant a 
Beurre Supcrfin near by if you so desire, 
but you must carry out oue of the sug¬ 
gested remedies in any case if you wish 
the tree to become fruitful. With re¬ 
gard to the Plums and Green Gage, these 
also require the same treatment to bring 
about a fruitful condition. Lifting and 
root-pruning are best carried out from the 
middle to the end of October, hut they may 
lie left till November if found more con¬ 
venient. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

George Duthie. —1, Almost any Rose can 
be struck from cuttings. A “maiden ” is 
the plant the first year from the graft or 
bud. 2, the adjective “ sinensis,’’ some¬ 
times spelled as “chinensis” when ap¬ 
plied to a plant, shows that it is a native 
of China. 3, There is no book on the sub¬ 
ject; you must use your own judgment as 
to when the seeds are ripe and fit for 
harvesting.- A. V. Mauddey. —Spray¬ 

ing will be of no avail; what the tree 
wants is root-pruning. Evidently the 
roots have gone down into a poor subsoil, 
thus causing the deformed fruits. Ill'root- 
pruning, you will very likely find a tap¬ 
root, which must he cut off. The main 
thing is to get the tree to make fibrous roots 

on the surface.- E. C. Walker. —Light. 

sandy soil or leaf-mould will be better than 
ashes. Clamping in the same way as 

Potatoes will also answer.- A. Allan .— 

Any bookseller should lie able to procure 
for you the book on bees you inquire 

about.- G. T. .1/.—In our issue of Dec. 

23rd, 1910, page (352, you will find several 
recipes for using green Tomatoes. A copy 
of this nuralier rail lie had from the pub¬ 
lisher, post free, for 2Jd. 


NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names Of plants_ II. C. Wood— Poly¬ 
gonum euspidatum.- T. C. Butler-Cole. 

—Crattegus mollis.—— J. B. 11. —Cary- 
opteris Mastaeanthus. 

Names of fruits. —Dunbar Murray .— 
Pears: 8, Pitmaston Duchess; 9 and 10, 
Specimens insufficient; 11, Probably Glou 
Morceau. Apples: 13 and 14, Waltham 
Abliey Seedling. We have done the best 
we can as to naming, but from one fruit 
only, and in many cases that a very poor 
one, it is very difficult to lie quite sure as 

to the variety.- J. B. IF.—Apples: 1, 

Cellini; 2, Golden Spire: 3, Wellington; 

4, Waltham Abbey Seedling.- E. A’.— 

Apples: 1, Alfriston; 2, Emperor Alex¬ 
ander. Pears: 3, Nouvelle Fulvie; 4, 

Round Clairgeau.- F. B. M. —Pears: 1, 

Catillac. Apples: 2, Norfolk Beanfin ; 
3, Warner’s King; 4, Red or Winter Haw- 

thornden.- North. —Apples: 1, Minshal 

Crab• 2, Mere de Menage; 3, King of 

the Pippins; 4, Cox’s Orange.- J. II. 

Rons. —Apples: 1, London or Five Crowned 
Pippin; 2, Bramley’s; 3, Ribston; 4, 

Warner's King.- P. M. —Apples: 1, 

Stunner; 2, Wellington; 3, Lady Hen- 

niker; 4, Lane’s Prince Alliert.- 

IF. L. C. —Apples: 1, Golden Spire; 2, 
Cat’s-head. Pears: 3, Marie Louise; 4, 

Beurre Bose.- T. (1. —Pears: 1, Glou 

Morceau; 2, Beurre Supcrfin; 3, Thomp¬ 
son’s. Apple: 4, King of the Pippins.- 

IF. II. G. —Pears: 1, Forolle or Trout 
Pear; 2, Louise Bonne of Jersey ; 3, Mario 

Louise. Apple: 4, Ribston Pippin.- 

II. N. —Apples: 1, Cox’s Pomona (a small 
fruit); 2, Wellington; 3, Ecklinville; 4, 

Adam's Pearmain.-IF. Jones. —Apples: 

1, Cellini; 2, Not recognised, probably a 

local Apple.- Francis B. Heron .— 

Apples: VII., Scarlet Nonpareil; IN., May 
be a small Ecklinville; X., Not recog¬ 
nised. Pears: VIII., Jersey Gratioli; X., 
Doyenne du Comice. As we have so often 
said, it is so very difficult to name from 
single specimens only. Kindly see our 

Rules to Correspondents.- E. E. Boulter. 

—Apples: 1, llymer; 2, Bramley’s Seed¬ 
ling; 3, Not recognised. 
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THE LOSS OF T1IE CLEMATIS IN 
GARDENS. 

Mil. Jackman lias an article in the 
Journal of the Royal Horticultural 
Society, entitled “ Some Fallacies Re¬ 
garding the Clematis,” in which he does 
not touch the main question — the 
absence of the i>lant in most gardens and 
in many of the best favoured as to soil, 
site, and means. 

Apart from the great loss to gardens of 
our island, it is the greatest of all falla¬ 
cies to suppose that a vicious mode of in¬ 
crease can do anything but ruin the in¬ 
dustry dealing with it. 

I am now writing a papier on my ex¬ 
perience witli the Clematis, now more 
than twenty-five years, which will make 
the matter clear. I only write this note 
on one surprising statement in the paper— 
that the scion or graft absorbs the root 
of the stock on which it is grafted. The 
hundreds of “worked” plants that have 
come to me from the trade for some years 
last I at cnce have taken to a tank and 
the soil of the bail washed clean away, 
always finding two sets of roots—one a 
wig of dark roots, the other the roots of 
the good variety, trying to root and free 
itself, sometimes vigorously, at other 
times feebly, all depending on the variety. 
Sometimes it is likely that a plant will 
free itself from the vigorous stock below, 
lint we cut away the black wig of roots of 
the stock—an operation of some risk, but 
we get the plants on their natural roots, 
a modest right they surely have. 

Any planter whogetsa batch of Clematis 
from a nursery may verify this on their 
arrival. Two sets of roots he will find— 
one those of the stock, the most vigorous 
of our wild climbers, the other those of a 
plant of the isles or hills of Japan. The 
two plants are of wholly different 
climates, and as I think each has its own 
time of the sap arising in the spring. 
Where is Ihe reason of such a practicet 
There is not a word in Mr. Jackman's 
paper saying why it is necessary to put 
two sets of roots to a fragile plant where 
there is a natural way of increasing it. 
It is a mere trade practice, as harmful in 
Its way as the use of the Manetti stock 
for the Rose—a practice that has para- 
Ivsed the growth, of millions of beautiful 
Tea and other Roses; or the use of a 
European Plum as a stock for the Apricot, 
which has led to the disease and eventual 
loss of the Apricot in our gardens for some 
hundreds of years! W. It. 


NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 


Rose Frau Karl Druschki.— “ Leahurst ” 
praises this over-much. It is of a poor, 
cold white. I have tried it long, and have 
now given it up in favour of Mrs. David 
McKee, and there are other Roses more 
beautiful among whites, ns, for example, 
the old and often forgotten Lnmarque.— 
W„ Sussex. 


Desfontainea spinosa _With reference 

to a paragraph by “A. T. J.,” in Gariien- 
txo, page 5f>5, about this not flowering 
this year. I beg to say that several plants 
of this shrub flowered freely here from 
July to August, and they are now (Octo¬ 
ber) again in bloom.— Campbell,’ 
nashie, Rosneatli, Duvibartoh. 


nv n jrio- 
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The Swamp Blueberry (Vaecinium 
corymbosum).—This is fine in colour in 
October, hardy, and useful where good 
effect from hardy shrubs in the fall is 
sought. Somewhat taller than the Penn¬ 
sylvanian Low Itlucberry, it is as good 
in colour, and very useful for the Heath 
garden or among hardy shrubs. At 
Sheffield Park.—W. 

Rose Irish Beauty. —This white single 
Rose is in flue bloom, bud, and foliage now 
(end of October). I have grown it for 
years and find it the best of all the single 
Roses I have tried here. It is on the 
Briar, and I am putting in stout cuttings of 
half-ri[iened wood in a spot where I need 
not transplant, as I want to make sure of 
its future.—W., Sussex. 

Rosa nitida in autumn,— This is at pre¬ 
sent (October 20) charming, the colour of 
the leaves, a wonderful combination of 
russet-yellow, almost crimson, and brown, 
being unusually good this season. The 
colour of the foliage is enhanced by that 
of the stems, which are almost crimson, 
and the bright scarlet, - rounded hips. 
The leaves at this season are quite as rich 
in colour as those of R. Jueida.—Ess. 

A rain-proof Rose.— May I mention a 
Rose which, if not absolutely storm-proof, 
is rain-proof? After a whole night’s heavy 
rain following thunder I have, before 
9 a.m., picked fully-expanded blooms of 
George Dickson, which bore no trace of 
moisture and had all the appearance of 
being under cover. No other Rose that I 
know is equally good in this respect.— 
Whitley Cross. 

Lewisias.—I noted your reference to 
these on p. 553. I have grown all of these 
for years on the moraine. All do well ex¬ 
cept rediviva and Tweedyi. I think they 
will not do between stones. They seem to 
want a fairly good soil, as mine went down 
in stature last year, and I had to give 
some fresh soil and replant this spring. I 
noted that the moraine seemed to get too 
dry for them during the hot spells. I 
know they grow in crevices in the Siskiyou 
range of California, but these will be cool 
behind aud, may be, always somewhat 
moist, though well drained.— J. Stor- 
month, Kirhbride. 

The Blue African Lily in N. Wales.— 

Several plants of Agapanthus umbellatus, 
fully exposed in the oiien border to the 
trials of last winter, came through un¬ 
harmed. As it has thus proved perfectly 
hardy some more plants are being put out 
this autumn, among them being the splen¬ 
did Gentian-blue variety known as A. u. 
giganteus. The Blue Lily Is a very valu¬ 
able plant for mixed borders, wild garden, 
or margins of shrubberies, for it is not 
only exceedingly handsome, but Its noble 
heads of bloom appear at a season when 
most things are getting shabby and when 
a mass of blue has a charming effect among 
tlie reds and yellows of autumn.—A. T. J., 
North Wales. 

Lapagerias in the West of Scotland.— 

You may be interested to know that I have 
here in the open air facing east Lapageria 
alba and L. rubra in full flower. They 
have bloomed for several years. They get 
no cover or protection of any kind in 
winter, and are on a cold wall; no heat be¬ 
hind. The white form is covered with 
bloom now, and the flowers of the red 


variety are opening. This is a very mild 
place on Firth of Clyde, and I grow and 
flower Embothrium coccineum, Crinoden- 
dron Hookeri, and Camellias in the open. 
Himalayan Rhododendrons, all Chilian 
and Peruvian plants, Dracaenas, and Palms 
grow well with me.— James Fleming, 
Kilmory, Skelmorlie, Ayrshire. 

The Mountain Cedar (Juniperus Ced- 
rus).—This beautiful form of the Juniper 
from the Canary Islands should flourish 
in the Soutli of England when grown 
under the conditions suggested for J. 
paehyphhea on this page. Here it has grown 
to a height of some 10 feet or more, and I 
trust that every year it survives may tend 
to increase its {lower of resistance to cold 
and wet. It is well named, as it assumes 
the form of a Cedar, and few visitors 
recognise it as a Juniper.—R. H. Bea¬ 
mish, Ashbourne, Co. Cork. 

Azaleas on dry banks. —I have for many 
seasons observed that the various hardy 
Azaleas flower more profusely the year fol¬ 
lowing a hot summer. Here all the Azaleas 
which are established oil a sunny, slialy 
slope overlying a red loam are now full of 
buds, yet they were so baked In July that 
many looked like dying. Others in places 
where there are more moisture, cooler soil, 
and half-shade do not ripen their wood, and 
only flower indifferently. The above rule 
also applies to the lovely little early- 
flowering Rhododendron prtpeox. It is 
always a mass of blossom in the early year 
following a hot, dry summer, and it is 
perched on a sharply-drained ledge of 
shale. An exception, however, must lie 
made in the case of the alpine Rose (R. 
ferrugineum), which has refused to flower 
for many years. Can any reader tell me 
whether this very choice little shrub de¬ 
mands any special treatment?—A. T. 
Johnson, North Wales. 

The Chequer-barked Juniper (Juniperus 
pacliyphltea). — One of the most graceful 
species of Juniper, whose habitat extends 
from California to New Mexico, is gradu¬ 
ally finding its way into our British gar¬ 
dens. In addition to the type species may 
be added four forms—J. p. oonspicua, 
olegantissima, erieoides, and striata. Some 
years ago I came across the species for the 
first time in the gardens of Mons. Ldon 
Chenault, of Orleans, and was struck by 
the beauty and colour of the foliage and 
the erect form of the tree. At first I failed 
to grow it in a satisfactory manner, having 
made the usual mistake of planting in too 
rich a soil, but the second attempt proved 
successful when it was planted in poor, 
dry soil exposed to the hottest sun. Under 
these conditions the young wood ripens 
early and is better able to withstand the 
inclemency, both of rain and frost, of our 
colder climate. Fortunately, the tree ap¬ 
pears to be reasonably hardy, as it sur¬ 
vived 17 degs. Fahr. of frost without the 
slightest injury when planted under the 
conditions mentioned above. — R. H. 
Beamish, Ashbourne, Co. Cork. 

The Garland Flower (Daphne Cneorum). 
—This charming little evergreen, a native 
of the alpine regions of Central and 
Southern Europe, is a rather curious plant 
to deal with, for, in some localities, it 
grows without the least difficulty, whereas 
in others it can only be got to succeed by 
the greatest coaxing. Soil does not appear 



590 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


November 3, 1917 


to lie tlie deciding factor, for it may be 
found growing luxuriantly in heavy, 
almost clayey loam, and on other occasions 
it is found doing equally well in light, 
peaty soil; In fnc-t, one of the most success¬ 
ful growers at one time grew large areas 
of the plant in the light soil of the Woking 
neighbourhood. Large masses growing 
about the higher ledges of the rock garden 
are always effective, and, in such a posi¬ 
tion, the rose-coloured, fragrant flowers 
are seen to great advantage. It can, how¬ 
ever, be made good use of for massing on 
bunks or for planting in beds on lawns.— 

1 ). 

Berberis polyantha.— Some very finely- 
berried branches of this handsome Bar¬ 
berry were submitted to the Floral Com¬ 
mittee of the Royal Horticultural Society 
on October 23rd, when an award of a 
First-class Certificate was unanimously 
given. These had been grown at WISley. 
The growths as exhibited were loaded 
with the bright - red fruits. It is a 
summer-leafing variety, the young shoots 
in the spring being very attractive by 
reason of their reddish colour. The yel¬ 
low flowers appear in the early summer 
in large, drooping panicles, nnd, as the 
fruits set well, sometimes as many as 
fifty appear in a single cluster, which in 
some cases in the piece shown were 
(> inches long. It was first found near 
Tatien-lu, In 1800, by Mr. A. E. Pratt, 
seeds, subsequently being sent to this 
country by Mr. E. II. Wilson. Tbe 
beauty of a group of, say, three or four 
plants in fruit renders it a valuable addi¬ 
tion to the garden in the autumn.—P. T. 

Things as they seem and as they are.— 
Sir Herbert Maxwell is very interesting 
and right on this, but gardeners and 
artists must trust their eyes only. The 
best portrait of a man I ever saw In our 
Academy was of Pasteur, by Carolus 
Durand. I have seen him at work in ids 
studio, and he never changed one inch Ills 
point of view. Another man I have seen 
at work, also, who ran up to iiis model 
and measured ills subject’s nose now and 
then; the result was an inhuman daub. 
Would the lovely landscapes of Corot, 
Daubigny, or Dupre he what they are if 
any hut the plain human point of view 
were taken? So of coioftrs, wo can only 
judge by our eyes as they are. Mr. 
Henry Moon, who painted flowers so well, 
first of all arranged his subject with all 
its natural grace, and never deviated an 
inch from his point of view. Hopeless 
students, in comparison to him, I have 
seen change the grouping of their sub¬ 
ject as they went along. As to describ¬ 
ing colour In words, Sir Herbert is right. 
It is often a vain thing.—W., Sussex. 

The Maiden-hair tree (Ginkgo biloba).— 
Since reading Sir Herbert .Maxwell's note 
on tbe above tree in the issue for October 
13th, p. 557, I have had the privilege of a 
long chat with a missionary who spent 
some years in Japan, and he fully corro¬ 
borates the statement ns to finding it in 
the vicinity of temples; in fact, he said : 
“ I never saw it elsewhere.” He added 
that some of the trees were evidently very 
old, the trunks large and gnarled, and the 
habit, as a rule, very dense; tbe average 
height, so far as he could judge, from 50 
feet to 00 feet. He was told the wood was 
used in some districts for the interior de¬ 
corations of the temples, but had not seen 
it in that form. As the tree has been intro¬ 
duced well over 100 years it is probable it 
will never attain the dimensions here ns 
in its native home, hut there are nice 
shai>ely specimens at Frogmore, Kew, and 
Claremont; indeed, the remembrance of 
the size and habit of those prompted the 
recommendsU#B»f»r town planting, and it 
is giatifyingRo kndw U MiJfcp'n tried so 


successfully at Washington. The note as 
to its preservation by planting in enclosed 
ground, and at one time in prehistoric 
days its widely diversified area, is, to the 
tree-lover, extremely interesting—E. B. S., 
Hardwick. __ _ 

VEGETABLES. 

SPRAYING POTATOES. 

Your remarks re Potato disease and 
spraying arc of much interest in these 
days when many people are spraying mad. 
Nothing of this has been done in these 
gardens, and though disease is certainly 
apiuirent among some late varieties, espe¬ 
cially Arrau Chief, it is not serious. In 
several cases locally, w’here spraying has 
been done, quite half of the crops is 
badly affected. It seems to me sheer 
waste of labour and exiense to act so late 
in the season. Northants. 

_The extract from the Field which 

appeared in Gardening for September 
15th will be read with more than ordinary 
interest by many who have had an experi¬ 
ence with spraying Potatoes. As one who 
declined the offer of spraying, may I say 
that I have cause to be thankful that I 
took the course. I have lifted and am 
lifting to-day good crops from sorts like 
Arran Chief, British Queen, King Edward, 
etc in close proximity to Potatoes on 
which a fortnight after they had been 
sprayed there was not a vestige of 
green haulm to be seen early in August, 
since which time 'it has ail died away, 
and the crop from these roots is hut 
moderate, not being fully grown. I 
hear on all hands of people who regret 
that they ever had anything to do 
with spraying, and who declare that never 
again will they repeat so costly an experi¬ 
ment. 

Only the other day my attention was 
called’ to a plot of COO yards that had been 
sprayed, and within a few days the whole 
of the foliage turned yellow nnd black, 
and the yield is far below what would 
have been bad no solution been used. It 
almost reminds one of the evidence of a 
doctor at an inquest, who asserted that 
the operation xvas quite successful, hut 
the patient subsequently died from shock 
to the system. All along ns I have seen 
men going about with spraying machines I 
have held the opinion that the solution 
used was much too strong for a delicate 
plant like the Potato, and results have 
proved that in nine cases out of ten it was 
purely an experiment, which lias ended 
disastrously for so many. Instead of 
assisting growth, as it has been alleged 
it would, it has had the reverse result. 
I would ten times rather have a few 
diseased Potatoes to contend with than 
risk a whole crop in this fashion. I 
wonder what the Board of Agriculture 
has to say about the matter now? Shall 
we be still told that spraying prevents 
disease spreading? Perhaps! But is it 
not a case of the remedy being worse than 
the disease? I think so. Leahurst. 


ROOTED POTATO SETS. 

The; advice usually given to novices re¬ 
garding the desirability of sprouting their 
Potato sets might be amplified by the sug¬ 
gestion that, whilst a sprouted set is far 
superior to one not sprouted, a rooted set 
is still better. The latter may he grown 
on indoors for a longer period without 
detriment to the tuber, put out at a later 
season, thus avoiding much risk of loss, 
nnd yet produce an earlier crop at the end 
than tlie ordinary sprouted seed put into 
the “cold, cold ground” weeks before. 

Thirty years ago I can remember it used 
to lie tbe custom w'itli us to bed the Potato 
sets in damp liay-seed. The boxes were 


then put on shelves above tbe horses In the 
stable. There the tubers made not only 
sprouts, but roots, so that when they were 
put out into the drills they were virtually 
Potato plants—Just what the nurseryman 
is to-day raising, only they had the whole 
tuber instead of a single eye or two at¬ 
tached to them. Why hay-seed was used 
I do not know, but probably it was the 
nearest thing that came to hand, and 
though there is an obvious objection to 
employing it as a rooting medium, it holds 
moisture a long time. 

The best material to use is sifted ashes, 
or, better still, a mixture of these and 
short fibre or granulated peat-moss. The 
tubers should he sprouted in a thin, single 
layer, and just covered with the above. A 
little heat is, of course, desirable should 
the sets be backward, otherwise an 
ordinary warm room or shed will do. 
Tubers with sprouts already long enough 
should be left in the full light with the 
tips of the growths just showing above the 
ashes, which may be kept uniformly damp, 
neither too dry nor too wet. 

It seems to me that this method is par¬ 
ticularly adaptable to a season like the 
present, when we were for many weeks 
delayed in planting operations. Seed 
tubers do no good in the boxes once the 
sprouts begin to show leafy tips. For not 
only does the mother tuber tend to perish 
from exhaustion, but there is a greater 
evil to beware of. Examine closely some 
sets kept too long indoors and you will find 
that, even though they may have been dis¬ 
budded, each of the two sprouts reserved 
will send out, perhaps, three or four others 
from their base. Some reader will cor¬ 
rect mo if I am wrong, but I believe these 
lateral growths were originally none other 
than rootlets which, owing to the light and 
absence of rooting material and moisture, 
have converted themselves into sprouts. 
In any ease their presence on the tuber 
simply negatives one’s disbudding process, 
for such tubers as I have described will 
most certainly send up from a single 
original eye many stems where there 
ought only to be one. 

I have not proved tbe above by actual 
experiment. I once had some British 
Queen which had ail along been very for¬ 
ward, though kept in full light. Each 
tulier was disbudded to two sprouts, and 
after a few weeks those reserved sprouts 
tvere each a healthy cluster of buds, am! 
every day the tiny white roots pushing 
out, of their bases apjicnred to be adding 
new members to the family. When such 
sets are placed in the soil they will have 
al! their rooting to do iiefore they can 
make any headway, and they will lie 
seriously handicapped. Hence the ob¬ 
vious advantage of a rooting medium need 
be no further emphasised. 

A. T. Johnson. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Potato disease prevented by deep plant¬ 
ing. —A note—culled from the Gardeners’ 
Chronicle —recommending deep planting as 
a preventive of Potato disease must be 
interesting to many readers of Gardening. 
Singular to say, the most diseased Pota¬ 
toes on my plot this season were those 
which had been planted deeper than usual 
ami given the most room. —Woodbast- 
wiok. 

Wart disease in Potatoes.— Referring 
to my former note on this subject, I may 
add that I was informed a few days ago 
that wart disease had appeared in one of 
tlie Dumfries burgh allotments, and had 
been reported to the Board of Agricul¬ 
ture. I understand, however, that this 
area is not to be scheduled, but that 
several private gardens in the vicinity of 
tlie plots referred to are to he scheduled. 
This will be a great relief to the allotment 
holders in the vicinity. -^S. Arxott. 
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OUTDOOR PLANT* 

CRINUM YEMENSE AT GLASNEVIN. 

I send you a few flowers of Crinurn 
Yemense. These are from the open, and 
they have been splendid, but owing to the 
wind and rain they have been greatly 1 
battered. This clump has stood out for 
many years, and came through last winter 
without injury. I also enclose a photo , 
taken July, 191C, of this clump. 

U. M. P. 

[A noble Cape IAly, which I neglected in | 
the past and must begin again with, as, 
clearly, it is a valuable plant for our 
coun try. —En.] 


TUB BRITISH FLOWER GARDEN. 
Seeing that flower gardens are sources of 
pleasure and that much money is spent on 
them annually, it is worth the enquiry 
whether they are made to yield all the 


it was necessary to clear the ground of 
plants that had given pleasure to our 
grandmothers and to their grandmothers 
before them. Borders which year by year 
for generations had glowed with the 
Crocus, Hepatica, Narcissus, Iris, Lilies, 
and summer Roses had now to be clenred 
and their contents, rich with all fond as¬ 
sociation, flung on the waste-heap or, at 
best, banished to the kitchen garden to 
make way for the glaring scarlet, blue, 
and yellow of Pelargoniums, Lobelia, and 
Calceolaria. . . . The mischief did not 
stop with the big fashionable garden. 
People of far humbler means—even those 
who lived most of the year in their coun¬ 
try houses—were induced to ape the pre¬ 
vailing mode and choose, or were per¬ 
suaded by their gardeners to be content 
with, brown barren beds for nine months 
in the year, provided a proper blaze could 
be prepared for the autumn. The scheme 
of gardening that could only be carried 
out on a great scale was attempted in 



Crinum Yemense at Glasnevin. 


pleasure that might be had from them, and 
whether the money, as a rule, is well 
spent. ... In this country a trial has 
been made to encounter a serious disad¬ 
vantage arising from the way well-to-do 
leople have chosen to arrange their sea¬ 
sons, for, whereas Nature has provided 
that by far the larger number of plants 
shall put forth their blossoms in spring 
and early summer, that is precisely the 
season which society has perversely 
ordained shall be spent in town. Further, 
tlie spring and summer flowers being much 
purer and brighter than those of late sum¬ 
mer and autumn, gardeners have been 
obliged, in order to give satisfaction to 
their employers, to have recourse to plants 
from those regions where spring corre¬ 
sponds to our autumn. This complicates 
matters immensely. It is much easier to 
obtain good effects by enlisting the seasons 
on one's own side than when they are the 
contrary, but it is a difficulty that has been 
very creditably overcome in big establish¬ 
ments. Unfortunately, in order to do so 
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cottage and villa gardens, with deplorable 
results. Even where space and means 
were not wanting, the new materials were 
infinitely more hazardous than the old. 
To deal with plants chosen because they 
produce a profuse mass of strong colour 
requires a trained eye such as few gar¬ 
deners can l>e expected to possess. The 
old-fashioned permanent borders might be 
trusted to throw up such a wealth of 
foliage and variety of form as to soften 
crude contrasts and disguise indiscreet 
juxtaposition. Their general effect was a 
bank of various verdure lit up by splashes 
and sparkles of bright or subdued colour, 
breadths of intense hue, disposed in bands, 
but the new system aimed at unmitigated 
concentric circles, or other uncompromising 
forms; in short, ns unlike Nature and as 
like upholstery as might, be. Often the 
effect was, and is still, excruciating. 
People sensitive to the beauty of Nature 
shunned the garden with Its ehadeless 
walks and fiery parterres, seeking in wood¬ 
land paths that reposeful charm and those 


soothing perfumes which fashion had 
baVished beyond the pale. 

So universal was the submission to the 
new decree that the traditional English 
flower garden almost ceased to exist, ex¬ 
cept about some quiet farmhouses In the 
south and a few, very few old Scottish 
mansions.— Sir Herbert Maxwell in 
Post Mcridiana. 

[By these just remarks it is not pleasant 
to see that the wretched system is still in 
front of many a house; the more regret¬ 
table as we possess far more beautiful 
hardy plants and shrubs than were in 
cultivation years ago. Even in gardens 
where there are many hardy plants they 
arc not allowed to appear in what might 
be a site for a true flower garden. The 
fatuous mistake about excluding the queen 
of flowers from the flotccr garden is a sur¬ 
vival of the days when only summer Roses 
were grown, and it was laid down in the 
Rose books that it was the right way. 

I saw a large garden lately with every 
advantage that site and soil could bestow 
on the foreground of a fine old house with 
not a single Clematis to be seen. Not a 
Tea Rose or a China Rose is to be seen 
on the plateau disfigured by a feio yellows 
and reds in concentric circles, and not a 
graceful climber in vieic. The Rose 
garden was a place apart, and not in vicie 
of the windows, laid out in the stereo¬ 
typed way, and with very few Roses.— 
W. R ] 


LILIES OF THE VALLEY. 

As stated by “ E. II. .Tonkins,” doubtless 
millions of the single crowns used for 
forcing have in the- past gone to the fire 
or rubbish-heap, and which, had they been 
cared for would have been worth having 
to-day. There is a widespread belief that 
crowns which have been forced are not 
worth bothering about, and in the case of 
those that have been subjected to a great 
heat I agree. That good crowns, how¬ 
ever, can be grown from forced ones was 
brought home to me over forty years ago. 
At that time I was employed in the 
nursery of the late Mr. Herbst, at Rich¬ 
mond, where forced Lily of the Valley 
was a special feature. After forcing, 
they were always thrown away, till it was 
resolved to see if they could be grown in 
this country to equal Berlin crowns. 
Only those that had been forced gently 
were saved for the purpose, and pro¬ 
tected by a frame till frosts were over. 
Then they were planted in nursery beds, 
the soil having previously been well 
manured and deeply dug. The spot was 
a fairly moist one, so that the plants did 
not suffer from dryness. In three years 
they were lifted, and gave a good yield 
of crowns for forcing. The results were 
at least sufficiently good to warrant the 
planting out being kept up as long as I 
remained there. In those days it was 
generally considered that the Berlin 
variety was not suitable for outdoor cul¬ 
ture, but time has proved this to be a 
fallacy. One winter I took a potful of 
crowns in flower into the house, and when 
their beauty was past the crowns left in 
tile pot were given a good position and 
liberally supplied with water. In the 
spring they were planted out, and in the 
course of the season became established. 
For ten years the clump was under my 
observation, during which time it took 
possession of a border 3 feet wide and 
about fl feet in length, while numerous 
shoots appeared in the gravel walk ad¬ 
joining. The open flowers of the Berlin 
Lily of the Valley are quite distinct from 
those of the common British form, which 
latter seems to be the same as that grown 
by the Dutch. Previous to the war they 
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were sent here in considerable numbers 
as established clumps, containing a large 
quantity of good flowering crowns. 
These were not available for very early 
forcing. W. T. 


TRANSPLANTING GENTIANA 
ACAULIS. 

The question is often asked what is the 
best time to divide and transplant the 
Gentianella, many being tempted to do so 
while the plant is still in flower, because 
of the prevailing fashion of market- 
growers and others in offering plants for 
sale at that time. Not a few of sucb 
plants pass into the hands of the veriest 
amateurs, and because of this and the 
treatment the plants receive few sur¬ 
vive. Without urging that the Gentian 
is fastidious as to the 
Time op punting, I have transplanted 
it over a period of months with im¬ 
punity, and I came to the conclusion 
years ago that October was the best 
month of the whole year. At. that time 
the season’s growth is practically at au 
end, the flowering crowns are formed, the 
weather is not sufficiently extreme to 
check the plant’s growth, while the period 
between moving and flowering allows 
ample time for recovery. It is, too, dur¬ 
ing the early autumn that the plant is 
most prodigal in the production of stoloni- 
ferous growths, to encourage which should 
be the aim of all gardeners. Were I to 
modify my conclusions as to planting¬ 
time, it would be in the direction of earli¬ 
ness, choosing September, which in a cool 
season like the present, with rain almost 
dally, would suit admirably. Edgings 
of the plant by the hundred yards, and 
beds which, in the aggregate, must 
have contained thousands, I have planted 
at various times between those "named 
and April, but the autumn planted, a year 
later, were superior to them all. In 
February last I made a planting which, 
but for severe weather and other causes, 
should have been done weeks before. 
From this no flowers resulted, though the 
plants were good and contained many 
flowering rosettes. All have grown un¬ 
commonly well however, dozens of flower¬ 
ing crowns have been formed, while the 
carjieting effect of the hundreds of new 
shoots now emerging from the soil is the 
best evidence that all is well. In this 
case the soil is very light and heath-like, 
and there were added to it some hungrv- 
looking clay and a little lime, the who'le 
constituting a free, open mixture, which 
is obviously appreciated. Next in impor¬ 
tance to time of planting is the 
Mode of planting.— Here firmness is 
essential. Unthinking growers will in¬ 
sert the plants anyhow, quite ignoring 
the lesson the plant would itself teach. 
A healthy patch always nestles closely 
to the ground, while all the increase 
springs from the soil itself, the product 
of the larger growths when these have 
completed their season’s work. The way 
these new growths nestle on the sur¬ 
face of the soil should indicate the likes 
of the plant. My first lesson of the value 
of firm planting I got from the behaviour 
and free-flowering of plants used to form 
edgings to paths, beds, and the like, where 
they were constantly being trod upon. 
Compared with those in beds, it was so 
obvious that for years, in addition to firm 
planting, I had the ground well beaten or 
trodden over. This and getting every 
shoot practically level with the soil are 
the things the planter should aim at. It 
is not upon the few rosettes of-leaves that 
we leave on the surface at planting time 
that a successful future plant depends so 
much ns tho deep Insertion of the units in 


order that they may yield their maximum 
of underground stems and shoots. This 
done, the plant will practically take care 
of itself. In congenial and moist soils 
they come freely, necessitating division of 
the tufts every few years if a maximum 
return in flowers is to be maintained. 
Then there is the much vexed question of 
Soils. —I have grown it well in heath¬ 
like soil, in all classes of light, sandy, 
stony, and medium loams, in the strong, 
red loams overlying the red sandstone of 
Warwick, Cheshire, and other places, 
only to find it the least happy in clayey 
loams over the blue lias formation. In 
some of these, stolons are not formed with 
the same freedom ; in others they are con¬ 
fined to the turf, which, becoming con¬ 
gested, is soon rendered flowcrless. In 
certain calcareous loams the plant grows 
and flowers admirably, so much so that 
the lesson which these and the light and 
medium loams teach appears to be this : 
That a plant of such free stoloniferous 
root-spread should, of necessity, be given 
a soil favourable thereto if it is to yield 
an adequate harvest of its rich blue 
flowers. E. H. Jenkins. 


POMPON DAHLIAS. 

I could never understand why the romixm 
Dahlias have not been more often seen in 
our gardens than is now the rule. For 
years I did not care for these Dahlias, but 
in more recent years I have recognised that 
certain types possess a beauty that is seen 
in but few other subjects flowering out¬ 
doors during the autumn. The Cactus 
Dahlias to me are most disappointing. 
Quite recently I looked through a large 
and comprehensive collection of the most 
up-to-date exhibition varieties that never 
fail to please visitors to our autumn shows, 
but which in the outdoor garden are most 
uninteresting. Almost invariably the 
blooms hang their heads, and to see their 
beautiful colour and form one has to lift 
each flower to see what it is like. Raisers 
of the Cactus-flowered varieties w r ill have 
to begin again if they arc to give the 
British public plants that are of any value 
for the garden, and will have to go back to 
the earlier productions which used to bear 
their flowers on stiff, erect flower-stalks. 
The Pompon Dahlias, when contrasted 
with the Cactus varieties for garden dis¬ 
plays, have a great advantage. The flowers 
of the former are of very pleasing form, 
and are borne on stiff, erect foot-stalks, 
and almost invariably well above the 
foliage, so that their display is obvious to 
everyone, and infinitely superior in every 
way for garden embellishment to the much- 
belauded Cactus Dahlias. The Pompon 
Dahlias produce in profusion small, per¬ 
fectly-formed flowers that are invaluable 
for cutting, and quite recently I have been 
experimenting with these dainty blossoms 
in an infinite variety of vases, bow'ls, 
specimen glasses, etc., in all of which they 
are seen to great advantage. For Harvest 
Thanksgiving services the richly-coloured 
blossoms of the Pompon Dahlias are very 
effective, and have created in the minds of 
many who have seen little of them in the 
past a very favourable impression. 

Pompon Dahlias apjiear to benefit by the 
frequent gathering of their blossoms. New 
growths are developed immediately below 
that part of the growth from whieli the 
blossoms are cut, so that if the plants are 
used for producing cut flowers one may cut 
and come again from July until the frost 
brings to an end their display. The P 0111 - 
I>ons in my garden have maintained a dis¬ 
play for nearly three months, and if the 
weather is only free from frost there is 
tlie promise of the display being continued 
for some time to conic. The habit of the 


plants leaves nothing to bo desired. They 
are sturdy, of bushy growth, and seldom 
exceed 3 feet in height. A few varieties 
vary from 2 feet to 2$ feet, and in a few 
exceptional cases the plants attain a height 
of 4 feet. 

At the annual exhibitions of tbe National 
Dahlia Society the Pompon section is well 
represented. The comiietition, as a rule, 
is keen, and the display Is generally much 
admired. I have little sympathy, how¬ 
ever, with the manner in which tlie blooms 
are set up. It Is an established custom to 
arrange the blossoms in a specially- 
designed wire framework, so that the six 
or ten blossoms, as the ease may be, may 
represent a pyramidal display of these jier- 
fectiy-formed flowers of even outline. They 
are certainly interesting, but it is time 
that a better method and one more artistic 
and natural, to display their true form and 
beauty, should be thought of. Surely it is 
high time the methods of the older florisls 
were superseded by something less 
formal, and certainly mpre interesting, 
than that which has hold sway for so long. 
The lists of the specialists are gradually 
being restricted to Pompons of true form. 
Some of the larger Pompons in times past 
could, with culture, be represented like 
poor representatives of the larger flowers 
of tlie show and fancy types. These larger 
Pompons are being gradually eliminated, 
and now most trade lists embrace varieties 
true to type. For instance, the variety- 
ideal, a clear yellow, iierfeet form, may¬ 
be regarded with favour, and Johnnie, a 
deep maroon-crimson sort, is one of the 
most iierfeet Pompons. I know of nothing 
better in the dark varieties than Darkest 
of All, this being small, constant, and very- 
free. Bacchus is noteworthy, tlie scarlet 
colouring being most effective. It would 
be difficult to name a more refined variety 
than Nerissa, which the specialists de¬ 
scribe as soft rose, but which tlie ladies 
describe as a pinky-numve. There is no 
more distinct kind than Glow, pale salmon 
aptly describing the colour, and the form 
is exquisite. Little Beeswing is the most 
perfect of all Pompons, the flowers small, 
of beautiful form, the colour yellow, 
heavily edged red.—D. 15. Cbane, Ilighgate, 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The Willow Gentian. — Both in garden 
and woodland this is otie of the delights of 
mid-Septeruber. In places it lias come by 
self-sown seed and shoots up through low 
bushes of A1 pen-rose with a backing of Male 
Fern. But in many other* positions it has 
been planted. Where a wide grassy- way- 
goes up into the wood there are Rhododen¬ 
drons, with an irregular edging of Andro¬ 
meda axillaris. The Gentian occupies 
spaces between the two, and shows up 
finely with its long, arching sprays with 
the iiairs of purplish-blue flowers. Per¬ 
haps the most successful planting is where 
a rocky bank about 2 feet high is crowned 
for some yards with handsome tufts of 
Hart’s-tongue Fern. Here it is planted be¬ 
tween and behind the Hart’s-tougues, 
which are now in their fullest and bright¬ 
est frondage. Tlie combination lias proved 
a happy one, both as to form and colour¬ 
ing, and may be confidently recommended 
to intending planters of this capital autumn 
flower.—G. J. in Garden. 

Rudbeckia maxima. — From a tuft of 
fleshy, glaucous, lanceolate leaves, mea¬ 
suring with their stalks 14 Inches to in 
inches long, rises a fiower-stem to a height 
of 4 feet or 5 feet, with a few clasping 
leaves. The flowers are solitary or two on 
a stem, with clear yellow ray florets and 
a cone of brownish-purple fertile florets 
1 j inches high. Full exposure to the sun 
and a rich loam afe the requirements of 
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ROOM AND WINDOW. 

FRUIT-TREE FLOWERS IN THE 
HOUSE. 

Tjiese are often so free In our houses and 
on fruit-walls that one might well make 
some use of them in the house, the early 
ones most, when there is no sign of flower 
in the open-air fruit garden. And when 
they do open in the spring sun what a 
lovely ehoiee we have in Apple, I’enr, 
Quince, and Medlar blossom. W. 


FERNS. 

HART'S-TONGUE FERNS (SCOLOPEN- 

DIUUM) FOR ROOM DECORATION. 
How seldom does one see these grown in 
lKits for room decoration, and yet they are 
among the best fine-foliaged plants that 
can be employed for tills purpose? The 
merits of the Aspidistra are well known. 
It will flourish where the light is obscure, 
and will retain its health for several years 
without repotting. The same may be said 
of the Ilart's-tougue Ferns, and they have 
the advantage of being perfectly hardy, 
so that they may be used in unheated 
aiuirtuicuts, corridors, aud similar places 
with absolutely no anxiety to the owner In 
a time of severe frost. With the fine days 
of spring the intense verdure of this class 
of Fern departs, and the new fronds push 
up. They are best during the summer and 
early autumn months in the open air, but 
in a cool, shady situation, such as the 
north side of a wall or under fixes. They 
must on no account be exposed to hot sun 
or tlie deep verdure which characterises 
them in their best condition is destroyed, 
and the fronds take on a yellow tinge. 
When root-bound they are benefited by 
occasional applications of weak manure- 
water, aud should never be allowed to be¬ 
come dry at the roots. 

There Hart's-tongue Ferns do not need 
peat, they will do remarkably well in a 
mixture of loam and leaf-soil. I have at 
the present time a remarkably fine lot— 
several hundreds—comprising crispuin, 
marginatum, grandieeps. laceratum, digi- 
tatum, Velosel, and projeetum. They are 
quite different from any I have ever 
bought, botli in colour and luxuriance, and 
they are growing in the above-mentioned 
compost. I ennnot think of anything more 
gratifying to the eye in the dull winter 
months than these crested and crisped 
Hart's-tongue Ferns, so easily managed 
and Impervious to the effects of a very low 
temperature. The most free-growing is 
erispuui, which has broad fronds, which, 
under the best conditions, take on a rich 
verdure which few Ferns possess. S. 
vulgare marginatum, with narrow, very 
deep green fronds, is excellent for growing 
on into large specimens, and may be used 
where tender plants would suffer. 

By fleet. 


The finer forms of Nephrolepls.— During 
the winter I think some of the varieties 
of Nepbrolepis thrive better if they are 
given a little more atmospheric heat and 
moisture than are allowed to an ordinary 
Fern-house. N. Foster!, N. Piersoni, N. 
todieoides, and N. Marshall! seem to 
benefit by such treatment, and as growth 
is continued under these circumstances 
the plants soon attain to considerable size 
and are correspondingly useful. It will 
be found that, ns Is the case with Adian- 
tum Farleyense, a stove which contaius 
the ordinary run of plants grown in such 
a house is well adapted to the winter re¬ 
quirements of the forms of Nepbrolepis.— 
W. McG. 
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this moot desirable plant, which is seldom 
seen In cultivation.—H eiibekt Maxwell 
in Gardeners’ Chronicle. 

Echeverias and winter treatment.— 

Wrong treatment in winter is often the 
reason why many people fail to keep 
Echeveriao. They are not quite the deli¬ 
cate plants some imagine them to he. 


times during the winter. I have wintered 
them in a cold frame, with protection in 
the way of mats or loose litter when the 
winter is very severe. Damp is the 
greatest enemy to Echeverias.—T owns¬ 
man. 

Mazus Pumilio. —Although hardy in 
many parts of the country, Mazus Pumi- 


Spray of Peach-blossom in Japanese flower jar. 


There is no need, therefore, to keep them 
in the warmest corner of the greenhouse, 
as many do. In fact, they need quite 
reverse treatment. Coolness and dryness 
should be aimed at if the best results are 
to be achieved. To this end they are 
best wintered in boxes and kept on a 
shelf in the greenhouse near to the roof, 
watering them, perhaps, two or three 
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lio, a native of New Zealand, is not too 
long-lived. I have kept it for several 
years by growing it in loam, sand, and 
grit in a position near the base of the 
rock garden, where it did fairly well, 
though apt to die off in patches and to 
come up unsatisfactorily in spring. It 
grows only 2 inches or 3 inches high.— 
§. AnxOTT, Dumfries. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

FREEING THE APRICOT. 

This, one of the most precious fruits of 
the northern world, has been a failure in 
the gardens of Europe for centuries, and 
the reason is interesting to seek. The first 
mistake was by the botanists describing it 
as a native of Armenia, where it has long 
been a cultivated tree. It is a native of 
China, and the name Prunus armeniaca 
should he dropped. Next, the European 
nurserymen grafted the Apricot on the 
stock in use for some other trees, the Plum. 
The result was the ruin of the Apricot 
in gardens, the stock used being a wholly 
distinct tree from the Apricot, a tree of a 
different continent. In the most usual way 
of increasing fruit-trees the kinds are in¬ 
variably grafted on what one may call the 
mother tree of each fruit, the Apple on the 
Crab and the Pear on the wild Pear. There 
was, no chance of grafting the choice varie¬ 
ties of Apricot on its wild parent, as the 
tree was not wild in Europe. M. Morel, of 
Lyons, has just sent me some good seeds of 
the best variety grown about that city, 
and these I hope to raise and try the 
Apricot on its natural roots, which is the 
right way. I am also getting some English 
seeds of the best-grown trees in our 
country. 

To those who hnve not considered the 
matter it is ns well to state that for several 
hundreds of years the Apricot has lieen in 
a dying state in our gardens, gumming re¬ 
sulting, as I think, entirely from being 
grafted on a distinct species. In graft¬ 
ing the Apricot on a hardy Euro¬ 
pean tree we run the risk of a dif¬ 
ference in the time of spring growth, 
the sap moving in the two trees at 
different times, and hence a risk of death. 
The most reasonable remedy seems to be 
to try it on its natural roots from seed. 
We run the risk, no doubt, of raising good 
and had kinds, hut by growing iu smalt 
forms like the cordon we could then 
eliminate the poor forms and let the good 
ones grow in their natural way. There is 
no doubt that the present is a useless and 
wasteful practice, and has, in a great 
measure, destroyed one of the most 
precious of the world’s fruits. 

Son, is tlie most serious point after 
raising the trees. I am preparing a border 
wholly free of stable manure and with 
much sandstone and lime rubbish in the 
belief that a cretaceous soil is the best. 
As to the nature of the soil in which the 
Apricot grows wild we are still in the 
dark. W. 


POTATOES. 

In n season like the present, when the 
Potato crop is likely to be of special value, 
It would lie Interesting to have reports 
from different centres as to the quantity 
and quality of the crop. One welcomes 
notes from Gardening readers as to 
different tilings that might be much more 
largely used as substitutes for Potatoes, 
and they are doubtless utilised in many 
households, but the fact remains that, so 
far as the majority of the working class is 
concerned, the Potato remains, and seems 
likely to remain, the chief favourite. The 
largely increased consumption is partly 
due to the very indifferent bread and flour 
one gets in some districts. The flour ap¬ 
pears to have a large proportion of Iiean- 
meal in it; at any rate, it has a pronounced 
“Benny” aroma, and very little time 
elapses before the loaf is musty and 
mildewed. 

The maincrop Potatoes mostly grown in 
this neighbourhood are King Edward, The 
Factor, Evergood, and Up-to-date, the last 
probably covering the largest area, For 
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immunity from disease they would stand 
in the order named, and in both gardens 
and allotments Up-to-date is decidedly hud. 
This is to be regretted, because the variety 
is a heavy and consistent cropper, and, ex¬ 
cept from heavy ground, of excellent 
quality. I fancy, however, with this sea¬ 
son’s experience, that growers will only 
grow it on a small scale for, at any rate, 
one or two years, although it is probable 
results would have been more satisfactory 
if August had been a dry month instead of 
exceptionally wet. In one or two gardens 
a trial was given to Royal Kidney, and 
this proved very satisfactory in crop, 
quality, and immunity from disease. I 
believe .spraying was practised in some 
parts of Bucks, but not in this district. 
Crops were quite free from disease until 
tlie beginning of August, but were struck 
suddenly with the advent of wet, stormy 
weather. One hears very little now of 
those sorts that were boomed a few' years 
as prodigious croppers and absolute disease 
resisters, and sold at fancy prices to those 
who were foolish enough to buy them. 

Hardwick. E. B. S. 


SPOILING THE APPLE. 

This, from the Daily News :— 

Pickled ArrLES. —Apples, if pickled, 
are an excellent addition to cold meat, 
curry, or hash. Have 0 lb. of cooking 
Apples prepared as for pie, and stew 
them with salt. Let them stand for 
twenty-four hours; then strain. Make 
a pickle with j pint of good vinegar, 
nine Shallots, finely shredded, \ lb. of 
sugar, ^ 07 .. each of turmeric, ground 
Ginger, and Mustard, and twelve 
Cloves and Pepi>ercorns. Bring to the 
boil, cook for ten minutes, add the 
Apples, and cook again until these are 
tender, but not mashed. 

[CotiLZ anyone who ever lasted a Rib- 
ston, a Cox’s, a D’Arcy, a Newtown 
Pippin, or any good Apple face such a 
dose us the abovef — Ed.] 


HOW TO MAKE AND USE A FIRELESS 
COOKER. 

Procure or make a box at least 18 inches 
by 18 inches by 20 inches, or if a cooker 
with two compartments is desired, 18 
inches by 32 inches by 20 inches. Line 
sides and bottom with eight to ten thick¬ 
nesses of newspaper tacked on, making 
sure to have the ends overlap. Next take 
sheets of newspaper, tear iu half, crumple 
into a bail, throw into the box, tlien beat 
down compactly until you have a layer 
i inches or 5 inches in depth. Make a 
circular frame of heavy cardboard or tin 
into wbicli your straight-sided cooker 
kettle will lit snugly. Now place the frame 
in tlie middle of the box and continue 
putting in more i>aper around it as before 
to the top of tlie frame. To hold jiaper in 
place take a piece of cardboard, cutting a 
hole in it to fit the fram^ for pot. Hold in 
place by strips of wood. Next make a 
pillow large enough to till space between 
packing and lid of box. It may be stuffed 
with paper or feathers. The pot should be 
of enamel or aluminium ware with straight 
sides, tight cover, and bolding three or 
more quarts. As to tlie efficiency of such 
a cooker my wife can testify, as mush put 
into it at night is hot enough to oat iu the 
morning. 

Tlie foods most adapted to this form of 
cooking are, naturally, those which are 
best cooked a long time at a low tempera¬ 
ture, such as cereals, stews, etc. Not only 
will tlie foods be more digestible on ac¬ 
count of tlie long, slow' cooking, but one 
will be surprised at the delicate flavours 
retained. There is also a great saving in 
fuel. 


The general points to be remembered iu 
using a cooker are these :—Tlie food to lie 
cooked should be put into the cooker-i«it, 
brought to a boil, and kept so for ten lo 
twenty minutes. Then transfer the kettle 
Immediately to the cooker, place cushion iu 
place, then fasten lid down. Allow from 
two to three times as long in the cooker as 
on tlie stove. Some foods, such as dried 
Beans, are best put on at night, reheated 
in tlie morning, adding meat or flavour¬ 
ings, put back in cooker, when they will 
be ready for lunch or dinner. Tlie follow¬ 
ing is a list of foods adapted . to tlie 
cooker :—Mush, stews, soups, tough meats, 
vegetables (dried or fresh), Rice, dried 
fruit, steamed puddings and broad (put 
into moulds then into cooker-kettle full of 
boiling water). Peas* Beans (dried), and 
many other things which will suggest 
tliemselves. J. II. Johnson. 

Los Angeles, California. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Cooking Scarlet Runner seeds.—To my 

mind the Scarlet Runner seed is superior 
to all the Haricot or other Beans on the 
market. They should lie gathered ripe 
and stored dry as for seed. Tlie quantity 
required should be soaked for three or four 
days in cold water till swollen to their 
limit. Then the cold Water should lie 
{loured off and boiling water poured on to 
coyer them. This should then he allowed 
to stand for a few minutes, when the 
skins can easily be removed. Then they 
should be boiled in nicely salted water 
for fifteen to twenty minutes, if cooked 
longer they will go to pieces. Alter¬ 
natively they can he put into stews or used 
in any form iu which the ordinary Haricot 
Bean (which takes hours to cook and is 
not so nicely flavoured)' is utilised.— 
Henry Eyre in Daily Mail. 

Celeri a I’Espagnole is a tasty dish, and, 
considering how' much better cooked Celery 
is than that served raw, it might witli ad¬ 
vantage be more frequently placed on the 
table. Select Celery which is well grown 
and not woolly inside; cut it into lengths 
of 0 inches and blanch in boiling water. 
Line the bottom of a stewpan with thin 
slices of bacon; place the Celery in these; 
mix together four tablespoonfuls of Esimg- 
nole (brown sauce) and the same quantity 
of broth. Simmer for three-quarters of an 
hour. Place the pieces of Celery in a 
vegetable dish, skim the grease from tlie 
sauce, and pour it round the Celery. Some 
people prefer Celery served with a white 
sauce, such as is supplied with boiled 
poultry. 

Bottled Rhubarb.—In connection with 
recent notes in Gardening on tlie subject 
of bottled Leeks, I recently had a con¬ 
versation with a friend, whose wife is a 
native of Boston, U.S.A. He told me, 
seriously, that his wife says Rhubarb is 
largely bottled in America, being cut up 
into lengths and preserved by sterilising 
in tlie usual way. I ventured the opinion 
that, with the wealth of fruits provided 
by their continent, Americans would not 
trouble to bottle a subject which, with no 
difficulty, can lie procured when desired 
during nine or ten months of the year. 
He persisted, however, in his statement. 
Perhaps one of your American corre¬ 
spondents will kindly gratify my desire for 
information on the correctness of the 
statement.—A Scottish Gardener. 

The Cherry Plum.—Is tlie statement that 
tlie Myrohalau Plum is largely cultivated 
for its fruits, which are made into jam. 
jelly, and used for tarts, true'? I have 
never seen it so grown in France, ami any 
fruit of it I tasted was wretched in flavour. 
Is not the writer in the Field confusing it 
with the Mirabolle? This is a fruit 1 en- 
jov, and it is neglected in Britain.—S., 
Kent. 
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FRUIT. 

A CIDER ORCHARD IN SUSSEX. 
When I came into possession of some 
rough fanning land about a quarter of a 
century ago I took a fancy to plant a cider 
orchard, having seen some very good re¬ 
sults from this on the other side of the 
Channel, in Normandy, under conditions 
of climate very like our own in Sussex 
nnd Kent. I have had great pleasure In 
seeing prosperous farmers with large 
orchards of beautiful Cider Apples, the 
Grass underneath the trees well stocked 
with cattle, and heaps of Apples of CO tons 
or more in the orchard; also trains of 
many trucks laden wholly with Apples on 
their way to the cities to make cider for 


I from the West of England being poor, 
weak things that must have costly protec¬ 
tion from grazing animals. The kinds 
were the best sorts from Normandy, where 
keen attention has been given to cider 
Apples for many years. W. 

S usser. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The New Zealand Flax for tying.—Now 

that tying material is dear to buy nnd 
sometimes difficult to obtain, it will be of 
use to remind readers of the good qualities 
of the New Zealand Flax. Where •this is 
grown there need be no lack of good tying 
stuff, for every leaf will yield from twenty- 
five to thirty or more yards. The leaf is 
like two sword blades laid together; they 
are united at the lower end, but towards 


for R cannot he broken in the hand. If it 
were a comparison of strength between a 
new porpoise-hide bootlace and a strip of 
Fhormium, and both were subjected to a 
breaking strain,'we feel confident that the 
bootlace would be the first to go. — Garden. 

[.I very gonil idea for gardening where 
the plant is hardy, as it is orcr a large 
area of our islands. Every eountry place 
might well grow its own tying material, 
and the way of using the red withes for 
tying fruit-trees should not he lost sight 
of. —En.] 

Apples and birds. — I do not know what 
tin; general outlook tor the Apple crop 
may be, but in this neighbourhood it is 
very promising. This is fortunate, be¬ 
cause, despite certain grants of sugar, a 
large proportion of small fruits was 



Cider crchard in Daffodil time. 


those who had no fris-s of their own. Also 
I was much struck with the quality of the 
cider (quite unlike much of our own) on 
the tables of the houses I had the pleasure 
of entering. 

So having a hungry bank above the 
farmyard too sloping for the plough, I re¬ 
solved to plant a elder orchard, saying 
that whatever my luck ns to cider I should 
he sure to see the beauty of the flowers in 
spring. After some years of doubt the 
trees did very well, the beauty of tile 
flowers a revelation in its variety of tint. 
The trees soon liegan to hear fruit that 
made excellent cider. I’nrt of the cause of 
my success was due to getting fine, 
straight-stemmed trees from Normandy, 
English nurseries paying no attention to 
eider Apples, any earn pies of trees I got 
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tlie middle they gradually separate from 
there upwards, holding together by one 
edge. At the lower end of tile leaf, when j 
it is cut off, a nick with a knife at inter¬ 
vals of rather less Ilian J inch enables the 
leaf to lie torn into striiis. We are using 
them now to tie up the pillar Roses that 
have had their old wood cut out. They 
can lie used either green or dry, but the ! 
green are the more lissom; however, a i 
soaking in water will make dry strips work 
comfortably. The green leaves are rather 
better, and there are always some lower 
ones to spare, but even the outer ones that 
have gone brown are not to be despised. 
The fibre is so strong—hence the specific 
name tenax (holding)—that a single one 
can be used as thread for sewing; in fact, 
it is stronger than ordinary sewing thread, 


wasted. It is gratifying to note that two 
of tile best. Apples, Itlenheim and Lane's 
Prince Albert, are likely to lie very plenti¬ 
ful. There are many fine old trees of 
nienheim in the village, from which, as a 
rule, a heavy crop is obtained every second 
year. The heavy rain experienced at the 
end of June proved very beneficial, the In¬ 
crease in size of the fruit in a short time 
being very marked. I should like to draw 
attention to the advisability at a time like 
the present, when we shall lie glad to pre¬ 
serve every fruit intact, of taking pre¬ 
cautions against the attack of birds, which 
arc apt in some seasons and districts to 
spoil so many of tlie best fruits of those 
varieties to which they are partial. It is 
rather strange, by the way, that birds sel¬ 
dom, if ever, attack illenheim, especially 
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in those districts where it puts on such n 
bright, rich colour, the preference seeming 
to be for yellow-fleshed Apples with a 
fairly strong aroma. It is difficult, if not 
impossible, to keep birds away from large 
orchard trees, except with the gun, but 
preventive measures may lie taken with 
others grown in different form. Thus 
cordons and espaliers can tie netted, and 1 
have found long, narrow strips of bright 
cloth act as a deterrent in the case of low 
standards, bushes, and pyramids. An ad¬ 
vertisement ap]>enrod for several weeks in 
Gardening with respect to a new “scorer” 
for birds. Perhaps any corresiioudent who 
has tried it will say if it has proved effec¬ 
tive.—E. It. S., Hardwick 

Peaches and Nectarines outside_Sel¬ 

dom, if ever, do I remember such magni¬ 
ficent crops in the open as those of this 
year. In spite of the dull, sunless season 
the fruits are large and richly coloured. 
Dymoud is a tine all-round Peach, both 
inside and out. Peregrine was remarkably 
good here, but a little lacking in flavour. 
Anisden .Tune was specially tine, and 
ripened its fruit in July; one tree 14 feet 
by 7 feet carried no fewer than twenty 
dozen good fruits. Grosse Mignonne, 14 
feet by S feet, has seventeen dozen grand 
fruits, and is one of the finest. Of Nec¬ 
tarines, Lord Napier, Rivers’ Orange, and 
Violctte native are among the best, all 
bearing large quantities of fruit and finely 
finished. It is pleasant to be able to re¬ 
cord such successful crops after lost year's 
miserable failure. — Edwin Beckett, 
Elstree, Herts, In Garden. 

Apple Gloria Mundi.—Allow me, as one 

who has known this Apple for sixty-five 
years, to say it is a worthless fruit and, 
except for a dish for exhibition—where its 
size is taking—it is a bad insipid cooker, 
bad bearer, and quite nine out of every 
twelve fruits are ill-formed; and I strongly 
advise no gardener or amateur to plant if. 
As regards the price obtained for one fruit 
—when calves were sold and resold for 
£lo0 at the war auctions—that is no 
guide; and ns I have seen giant fruits on 
Pot trees, with only one fruit on a tree, 
this is confirmation of my contention. 
Either under its own name or as Belle 
Dubois or Grosse de St. Clement it is a 
rank failure. Bet planters get Newton 
Wonder in place of it; they will find this 
will buy a horse (and cart), while Gloria 
Mundi will not run to a bridle.— Geoiioe 
Bf.NVARD, Maidstone, in Garden. 

Plum Reine Claude de Bavay.—One of 

tlie finest of the Gages, Beine Claude de 
Bavav, is a consistent bearer, and even in 
an indifferent Plum season gives a fairly 
good account of itself. Requiring a wall, 
tlio variety does not make a particularly 
shapely tree; but that is not of much im¬ 
portance in any fruit-tree so long as it 
bears regularly. Reine Claude de Bavay 
bears fruits of excellent quality, large 
roundish, and flattened at each end. file 
shin is greenish-yellow, the flesh yellow 
and juicy. In some seasons when there is 
an excess of rain the variety is liable to 
crack, hut this is its only drawback. 
Somewhat similar, and equally good, is 
Reine Claude Brauneau, but the fruits of 
tins variety are oval-shaped. Reine 
Claude Rouge is a September Plum, good 
alike in size and quality, the fruits oval, 
reddish-purple in colour with vellow 
dots.—4V. McG. 

Apple Star of Devon,—This in my 
opinion is not worth growing. The fruit 
sets thickly and does not naturally thin 
itself, and its quality is not such' as to 
repay the labour of thinning. Excessive 
cropping is always a defect in a variety 
unless it thins itself naturally, as it 
means small fruit, as a rule, anil a drain 
on the tree.— W. J. Farmer, Itedruth, 
Cornwall. 

Digitized by Google 


INDOOR PLANT& 

PER I* ETC A L-IT.O W E RING 
CARNATIONS. 

I put some cuttings of the above into 
9-inch pots—three in a pot—early this 
spring. They are now (October) blooming 
finely. How can 1 get this class of Car¬ 
nation to bloom in July? I have no glass, 
and the above plants have stood outside 
all the time in the pots. —Fish. 

[The flowering of these Carnations in 
July, or, for the matter of that, at any 
other jrcrhxl of tlie year, is very much a 
question of treatment—time of rooting and 
“stopping” more particularly. As you 
have “ no glass ” you obviously require the 
plants for flowering in the open, and that 
fact will prove your heaviest handicap. 
Without glass—pit or frame to shelter the 
plants in winter—you ore not likely to 
achieve much success, as only under the 
most favoured conditions do these Carna¬ 
tions pass the winter in the open air. To 
get them to flower in the open in summer 
healthy cuttings should he rooted in July 
or August—much earlier if plants of the 
largest size are aimed at—potted singly 
when ready into 3-inch pots, the ixiint of 
growth removed to ensure a bushy habit 
when the plant is about I! inches high, and 
about January or early in February trans¬ 
fer to five-inch pots in order that 
they may develop to the utmost prior to 
planting them out in the garden in the 
early part of May ensuing. .That is the 
orthodox and only satisfactory way. By 
its adoption bushy plants with from four 
to six growths each from 5-inch pots may 
lie put out in May, and, starting to flower 
a month or so later, continue to give an 
unbroken chain of blossoms till the arrival 
of nutumn frosts. 

If you are an enthusiast In the matter, 
here Is a makeshift method that would 
doubtless bring you a fair measure of 
success. Root a batch of cuttings in late 
spring, pot singly when ready, stopping as 
already advised, and get them into 5-inch 
pots in August. In September get them 
into their winter quarters. Choose the 
foot of a south wall, fix at 15 inches there¬ 
from planks or boards on edge to form a 
bed 12 inches deep, which fill to half its 
depth with clinkers anil ashes to form 
drainage and prevent the ingress of worms. 
Now plunge the pots in ashes to the rim, so 
that the latter is practically oil a level with 
the top edge of the board. Sheets of glass 
of any stock size—14 inches by 20 inches 
would he n suitable one—placed slantwise 
from the board’s edge to the wall would 
form a roof and throw off wet, which, with 
frost, is the plant's chief enemy. Fixed 
strips of. wood at the wall and topmost 
edge of the board would keep the glass in 
position. Plants so grown and placed 
would require hut little water throughout 
the winter.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The Cape Bladder Senna (Sutherlandia 
frutesceus).—This is generally regarded as 
a summer-flowering plant, but in the green¬ 
house the blooms are often borne till well 
on in the nutumn. Previous to the war it 
was often used as a dot plant in beds of 
summer-flowering subjects. It belongs to 
the I-eguniinosrp, and forms an upright¬ 
growing shrub that will flower when about 
a yard in height, though it will grow taller. 
The pinnate leaves are of a hoary charac¬ 
ter, nml the flowers, borne in drooping 
racemes from the axils of the leaves on 
the upiier part of the plant, suggest in 
shape and colour those of the New Zealand 
Cliantlius punleeus. The flowers are 
succeeded by inflated seed-pods after the 
manner of a Colutea, lienee the name of 
the Cape Bladder Senna. It is a native of 


South Africa, whence, according to 
the “ Dictionary of Gardening,” it was 
introduced in 10S3. The culture of this 
Sutherlandia Is not at all exacting, as it 
will thrive in ordinary [lotting couiiiost, 
and can be readily increased from seeds or 
cuttings.—W. T. 


BEES. 

HUBER, THE BLIND BEE KEEPER. 
Is one were asked to select out of all the 
bee-keepers of the world in all ages the 
person who has made the ohiefest dis¬ 
coveries about bee life and habits on tlip 
one hand and, on the other hand, tlie 
person who has done most to simplify and 
popularise the modus operondi of api¬ 
culture, I suppose one would select, with¬ 
out hesitation, Francis Iluher, of Geneva 
(born 1750, died 1831), and Rev. Ixirenzo 
Lorraine Lungstroth, of Dayton, Ohio 
(born 1SJ0, died 1S!)5). They were both 
very remarkable men, and did very re¬ 
markable tilings ns regards tlie bee. 
Each of them revolutionised matters. 
Hulier completely upset the ideas of 
eighteen centuries and more—the ideas, 
in fact, of all previous bee students—con¬ 
cerning the habits of the bee. Lang- 
stroth did likewise concerning the manipu¬ 
lation of the bee. 

Francis Huber's discoveries disclosed 
certain secrets which had been sought for 
in vain by all students of this common 
little insect since the world lrngan. The 
remarkable thing is that Huber, from the 
age of fifteen, was totally blind ; but this 
distressing afllietion in no way interfered 
with his zeal for the study of bee life, 
to which even as a youngster he had been 
attached. Not, however, until he reached 
manhood could he made progress. His 
wife, his niece, anil a faithful servant 
named Rumens worked untiringly with 
him, and enabled him to perform all his 
exiieriments. Tlie niece was a lover of 
natural history, and the microscope and 
operating knife became fond instruments, 
which were skilfully used in her hands. 
I cannot enter into her willing industry 
with these, nor into her toll of recording 
daily investigations, nor into Burnells’ 
proved devotion to his Mind master. I 
can but give some of this man’s remark¬ 
able discoveries. The principle of par¬ 
thenogenesis (or virgin-breeding) was 
established by him. This is that won¬ 
drous peculiarity which the queen-bee 
possesses—namely, that of the transmis¬ 
sion of life by the mother independently, 
that every egg as developed is of the male 
sex; hut. further—here is the wonder— 
that whenever fertilised it becomes trans¬ 
formed into a female. It amounts to this 
—that the queen-bee can lay a female egg 
or a male egg at will. Huber also estab¬ 
lished the fact that fertilisation of the 
queen takes place outside the hive, in flu* 
air. and that egg-laying commences two 
days afterwards. He it was, too. who 
first demonstrated that a certain kind of 
worker bee can lay fertile eggs on occa¬ 
sion. Ilnbor’s discoveries and investiga¬ 
tions are known to the world by his letters 
to Charles Bonnet and 0. F. P. Duhled. 
His great epoch-making book, “ Nonvelles 
Observations sur les Abeilles” (New Ob¬ 
servations on Bees) was published in 17!V>. 
hut it must be said that chiefly through 
his letters he became famous over the 
Continents of Etiroiie and America. 
These literary works of this marvellous 
genius, alike because of their great value 
to apiculture as well as of the sad mis¬ 
fortune which their anlhor suffered, are 
said to be without parallel iu the annals 
of scientific literature. I will return to 
Rev. L. L. Lungstroth next week. 

U. R. U. 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

Is bloom October 23hd. — Ceanotlius (in 
variety), Weigelas, Choisya ternala, 
Spiraa confusa, Abclia rupcstris, Eseal- 
lonias, Hydrangea paniculata grandi- 
flora. Myrtle, Jasmin tint nudiflorum, 
hardy Fuchsias (in variety). Osmantlms 
ilicifolius, Genista tinctoria, Potentilla 
arborea, Veronicas (in variety), Hyperi¬ 
cums, Grerillca suiphurea, Eupatorium 
Weinmannianum, Phygelius capcnsis, 
Clcnuitis (many species and varieties), 
Fuses (in variety), Michaelmas Daisies 
(in variety), Mertensia echioides. Ane¬ 
mone japoniea (in variety), Lobelia car- 
dinalis, Linum arboreum, Salvia azurca 
grandi flora, S. Urcigi, Geranium sangui¬ 
ne um, Helianthus (in variety), Pent- 
stemons (in variety), East Lothian Stocks, 
Antirrhinums, Scabious, Sedum specie- 
bile, Gypsophila muralis, JEthionema cori- 
difolium grandi florum, Androsace lanu¬ 
ginosa, Shamrock Pea (Paroclielus com¬ 
munis), Lithospermvms, Convolvulus 
m auritan icu s, Menem b rga n the mu m s, Cory- 
dalis thalictrifolia. C. lutea, Erigeran 
mucronatus, Omphalodcs cappadocica, 
Mcconopsis cambrica, Violets (in variety), 
Crocus speciosus, Cyclamen hedera'folium, 
Sternbergia lutea, Amaryllis Belladonna, 
Ericas, Menziesias. 

The week’s work.— The planting of 
bulbs and spring-flowering plants has been 
completed. The weather has been very 
favourable for such work, and Wallflowers, 
Myosotis, etc., were lifted with good balls 
of soil, and received very little check in 
transplanting. All tender plants have 
been taken up, potted, and placed in safe 
quarters. Cannas have been lifted, most 
of the soil removed, and the plants cut 
back to within a few inches of the base 
and stored in a cool Peach-house, where 
they will be allowed to get moderately 
dry, after which they will be placed in 
boxes of leaf-soil until the turn of the 
year. Cuttings of tender plants, which 
Jiave hitherto been in cold frames, have 
been removed to safe quarters. Early- 
flowering Chrysanthemums have been a 
great success this season. Although the 
plants will in most cases pass safely 
through the winter in the open ground, 

I prefer to lift the stools after flowering 
and replant them in spring. Treated 
thus, better facilities are offered for ob¬ 
taining cuttings in the spring. The 
plants are lifted carefully, tying the laliels 
to the portion of the stem that is left after 
the plants are cut down. Place the plants 
closely together in a cold frame, and just 
cover the roots with moderately light soil. 
Admit an abundance of air whenever the 
weather is favourable, and on fine days 
remove the lights entirely. 

This is the busiest time of the year as 
regards the planting of shrubs and trees, 
and the thinning and transplanting of 
others which may require more room. • A 
few specimens of hardy-flowering shrubs, 
planted 8 feet to 12 feet apart on turf, 
and allowed to develop naturally, produce 
a far better effect than do crowded belts 
of mixed shrubs. Single specimens may 
consist of Deutzias, Ruddleias, Weigelas, 
Philadelphus. Lilacs, Viburnums, Spiraeas, 
Cesanothus (in sheltered positions), For- 
svthias, and many other summer-leafing 
kinds. Of evergreens, Azara microphylla, 
Osmantlms, Veronica salicifolia, Bcrberis 
stenophylla, B. Darwini, and many others 
may be employed. Among the single 
specimens, an occasional group of plants 
may he interspersed, such as Hydrangea 
paiiieulata grandiflera, Hvpericum multi- 
florum, H. Moserianum, H. patulum, and 
the double-flowered Corse. A garden is 
incomplete without a few berry-hearing, 
shrubs for winter effect. Now is the time 
for planting Cotoneaster frigida. with its 
large panicles of scarlet berries. Crataegus 
Pyraeantha Lrelandi, C. pauciflora, and 
the Snowlierrv (Symphoriearpus rnce- 
mosus), planted in conjunction with 


Euonymus europreus, are all very beautiful 
when in fruit. F. W. Galloc. 

Lilford Hall Gardens, Oundle, Xorthants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 
Cauliflowers and Broccoli.—It is now 

needful to give attention to plants of the 
first-named, such as Autumn Giant and 
Autumn Mammoth, also autumn Broccoli 
as fast as the heads or curds become fit 
for use to protect the latter from damage 
by frost. This to a great extent may be 
averted by bending the larger outside 
leaves over the curds; and where the 
latter are.turning in no faster than will 
meet the daily demand, this method 
answers under ordinary conditions or until 
more severe weather threatens, when 
such a covering will not save them from 
injury. The best way then is to lift all 
plants with heads ready or nearly so for 
use, and p'aco them close together in a 
shed or under a north wall. In the first- 
named instance they should he lifted with 
as much soil as will adhere to the roots. 
Enough loose soil thrown over the balls 
to cover them as the plants are arranged 
or stood together will suffice to keep the 
plants fresh as long as necessary. In the 
latter case, large-sized balls are not a 
matter of any great moment, as the 
plants will keep perfectly fresh if laid in 
the soil up to the lower leaves and trodden 
in. In cither case, further protection 
can, if found necessary, be afforded either 
with bracken, long litter, or mats. By 
these means the supply where limited can 
he eked out over a considerable period. 
•The quality when the plants are so treated 
is in no wise affected, while the colour is 
all that can be desired. 

Globe Artichokes_The old flower-stems 

and dead leaves should he trimmed off, 
and where it is imperative • to maintain 
a good supply of heads of the liest quality, 
possible losses among the stools should he 
provided for by taking off anil potting up 
some of the suckers, which, with care, can 
easily be detached from the stools with 
roots adhering. New stock can, of course, 
lie raised from seed, but the resulting 
plants are apt to lie very varied in char¬ 
acter, and often of inferior quality. It is, 
therefore, the best policy where a good 
stock of plants which produce heads of 
the best quality is already in existence to 
provide against loss in the manner sug¬ 
gested. The potted suckers should be 
plunged or surrounded with ashes in a 
brick pit, where extra protection beyond 
that afforded by the lights can be quickly 
and conveniently given. After a suffi¬ 
cient number of suckers has been obtained 
the stools should he surrounded with fine 
ashes to about 9 inches or 12 inches in 
height. This will afford sufficient protec¬ 
tion until real I v severe weather seems im¬ 
minent, when four or five stakes of a suffi¬ 
cient length should lie driven in round 
each stool, winding round these hay or 
straw hands as high as may be necessary. 
The openings at the top can then, when 
lufeessary, he covered with long litter or 
bracken,' which can lie removed when the 
weather becomes milder and laid between 
the stools in readiness for use should oc¬ 
casion arise. 

Lettuces and Endive. — Fully-grown 
plants of both should now he lifted and 
planted in pits nr frames for winter use. 
If accommodation is limited, these will do 
very well planted out in rough frames and 
contrivances used for the hardening of 
bedding stuff in spring. Such pits and 
frames as are available can then be filled 
with plants which are not yet fully grown, 
to come in for later use. The old-time 
method of planting on a hank of soil or 
ashes against a wall and covering when 
needed with thatched hurdles or shutters 
may Ire adopted a.s a last resource; hut 
the plants do not keep so well as in frames 
or pits. Where an orchard-house exists 
the inmates of which are now standing 
outside, the same may Ire used for the 
storing of salad-making materials, as they 


can be planted in the bed, or, if there is 
a paved floor, the balls of the plants can 
rest on this and then be surrounded with 
suitable soil. Some growers store the 
plants in the last-mentioned way in late 
Peach-houses, hut pits or frames are best 
when they can Ire spared. 

Celery—The moulding should he pro¬ 
ceeded with whenever the weather is 
favourable until none but the latest is 
left undone, provided, of course, growth 
in this case is not yet completed. 

Cabbages for spring cutting.—Those 
set out early should now have a little soil 
drawn up to them on either side of the 
rows, bath to steady the plants and act 
as a protection to the stems. 

Bedding Pelargoniums_If stcck is 

short, as many of the old plants as may 
he deemed necessary should Ire lifted and 
potted forthwith. If placed where they 
can Ire afforded a little warmth for a time, 
they will soon emit new roots and become 
established. After this they should be 
freely aired. Some varieties will yield a 
quantity of bloom throughout the winter 
if accorded congenial quarters. 

Pruning. —Where there" is much prun¬ 
ing to be done a start may bo made with 
Currants and Gooseberries, which will, 
when they are finished, enable the clean¬ 
ing and manuring of the ground to Ire 
done. Attention should also be paid at 
the same time to the removal of the soil 
beneath the bushes in plantations where 
caterpillars have been prevalent during 
the past season. Before replacing it with 
fresh soil give the exposed surface a good 
dusting of fresh slaked lime, and the nqw 
soil also when levelled down. If birds'are 
in the habit of disbudding the bushes 
every winter it would Iks a good plan to 
net them in as soon as the digging is done. 
This, under existing labour conditions, 
would l>e better than deferring the prun¬ 
ing, digging, etc., till spring, when there 
are so many urgent matters requiring 
attention. As to the pruning Itself, it is 
tlie rule t-o closely spur established hushes 
of Red and White Currants and Goose¬ 
berries, especially the dessert varieties of 
the latter. Where quantities of Goose¬ 
berries are required in a green state 
for bottling and preserving, etc., the 
young wood need not bo so severely 
thinned. Young hushes not yet estab¬ 
lished must have the leading shoots- left 
of a length that will bring the bushes to 
near the desired height, and if there is 
not yet a sufficient number of branches 
present, leave conveniently situated young 
shoots, which cut back to a half or third 
of their length, to supply the deficiency. 
Cuttings of both Currants and Goose¬ 
berries should be selected front among the 
prunings. The medium - sized, short- 
jointed, and well-ripened shoots furnish 
the best material for the making of cut¬ 
tings. As the actual making can be done 
on wet days, they should for the time 
being be tied into bundles, labelled, and 
heeled in under a north wall or hedge. 

A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Early vinery.—The Vines in the earliest 
house will now be pruned. After the 
pruning has been done the interior of the 
vinery will be thoroughly cleansed with 
hot water and soft soap and the rods 
washed with Gishurst Compound. Before 
tying the rods uu to the trellis again the 
surface of the holder will be removed 
down to the roots and a fresh dressing 
given. This dressing will consist of good 
fibrous loam, a little coarse wood-ashes, 
and a 6-inch potful of Vine-manure (fine 
grade) to each barrow-load of soil. If the 
border is found to be dry sufficient water 
to last through the winter should be ap¬ 
plied. Give a good mulch, and the house 
will then lie ready for starting. 

Late Grapes still hanging on the Vines 
arc examined weekly, removing any de¬ 
cayed berries, , also faded leaves. The 
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vineries are freely ventilated daring 
favourable weather, and a little heat 
always kept in the hot-water pipes. 

Planting Currant and Gooseberry 
bushes. —The present is the most suitable 
time for this work. A plot of ground de¬ 
voted exclusively to these useful fruits is 
found in most gardens, and it is a good 
plan to arrange to have always some 
young trees coming on, either to replace 
failures or for planting a new plot. If 
these are propagated at home, some will 
have boon transplanted from the cutting- 
bed last year, and should now be useful 
bushes for making a permanent planta¬ 
tion. A piece of ground should be se¬ 
lected where protection can be conveni¬ 
ently nfforded against the ravages of 
birds. Protection is essential for Goose- 
lierries, for, apart from the toll taken by 
birds in the fruit season, the tomtits anil 
bullfinches often attack the buds in spring, 
and in the absence of protection by net¬ 
ting or other means the prospect of a 
crop is often ruined. If the plot chosen 
has been used for vegetables for some 
years very little further preparation will 
lie necessary; bwt if the ground is poor, 
it should be deeply dug or bastard- 
trenched, working in plenty of rotten 
manure, and leaving the surface rough 
for a few days. It will be an advantage 
if the ground has been prepared some 
time previously, since it will have settled 
down. The work may be done now ; but 
the ground should be made firm and 
levelled before planting. The most pro¬ 
fitable plan for the main crop is to plant 
bushes; but, in addition to this, Goose¬ 
berries and {led Currants should be grown 
on north walls or on wires as cordons. 
As a rule, the Currants will l>e best on a 
north wall, for ill this position the fruit 
will bang late, and thus the season of 
fruiting is prolonged. Some of the late 
sorts of Gooseberries, such as 'Warring¬ 
ton, should lie grown oil a north wall; but 
dessert Gooselierries of the liest quality 
are better grown on wires in an open 
situation. If Gooseberries are wanted 
specially for dessert, a number of early, 
mid-season, and late varieties should be 
planted in various situations. The pre¬ 
sent is a suitable time to insert 

Cuttings of Currants and Gooseberries. 
These should lie formed of shoots about 
•12 inches long. Make a clean (not slant¬ 
ing) cut through a joint, remove the top 
bud on the shoot, and rub off all others 
except the three upiier ones. As lied and 
White Currants and Gooseberries are best 
grdwn with clean stems, the removal of 
the lower buds prevents tlie growth of 
suckers. In the case of Black Currants 
the basal buds should lie left, as basal 
growths are necessary for replenishing 
exhausted branches, the liest bunches of 
fruit being developed upon the young 
wood. Insert tli? cuttings firmly (i inches 
deep in rows 12 inches apart and 6 inches 
from each other. A partly-shaded spot is 
the liest situation. Firmness at the base 
is essential. Young bushes raised from 
cuttings last autumn should now be 
transplanted at a distance of 2 feet apart 
each way. 

Cabbage.— Again examine the quarters 
of spring Cabbage, and mnke good any 
gaps with plants from the seed beds. On 
a fine day mould up the plants, placing 
the soil firmly about the stems right up 
to the leaves. This treatment will do 
much to ensure the plants passing through 
a severe winter withoift injury. Spare 
plants may lie pricked off on a sheltered 
border. Such plants will lie found useful 
for making good any vacancies that may 
appear in the permanent beds in spring. 

Winter Greens. — Decaying foliage 
should lie removed from Brussels Sprouts 
and other green vegetables, and the 
ground raked and generally made tidy 
before tlie season is too far advanced. A 
free circulation of air is necessary about 
the stems and lower parts of the plants 
to harden them lie fore the winter sets in. 

Spinach, in particular, should be ex-. 
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amined for the purpose of removing all 
spotted and over-grown leaves. In this 
case, also, hoe the ground between the 
rows frequently, and if slugs are trouble¬ 
some apply a dressing of soot. 

Beetroot. —The latest-sown Beet should 
be lifted without delay, and great care 
should lie exercised that tlie roots are not 
injured by the breaking or scratching of 
the skin, or the Beet will suffer in colour 
when it is cooked. The roots should be 
stored in a dry, frost-proof shed, with a 
little dry sand worked in amongst them 
in order to keep them plump. 

Preparations for trenching _Advantage 

should lie taken of dry weather to wheel 
manure to vacant plots in readiness for 
trenching, which should lie commenced as 
early in the season as circumstances will 
permit. The heaviest and worst land 
should be trenched first, in order that it 
may be exposed to the influence of the 
weather as long as possible. As land is 
only trenched occasionally, liberal sup¬ 
plies of farmyard manure should he in¬ 
corporated whenever it is done. It may 
lie considered an expensive operation com¬ 
pared with digging, but it will repay any 
cultivator to trench as much of his land 
each season as possible. F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Late Potatoes.— During the week a be¬ 
ginning was made with the lifting of tlie 
latest Potatoes. This lias been retarded 
owing to the excessive wet which lias been 
experienced recently, and as there is a 
considerable area to handle the lifting and 
storing will take some time. Contrary to 
expectations, disease is not at all rife, 
and, while the crop is not very heavy, it 
is, at all events, or moderate proportions. 
In tho course of each day only as many 
lines are lifted as it is possible to store 
before nightfall, the storing being done in 
a cool, dry building in which tlie tubers 
can lie periodically inspected during the 
winter and spring. All over, from start 
to finish, the Potato crop may bo described 
as being, on the whole, highly satis¬ 
factory. 

Celery. —Advantage was taken of a dry 
interval to mould up the Celery a little 
further. This crop continues to make 
satisfactory progress, and in a short time 
will be ready for the final moulding. 

Leeks. —A little more soil was drawn to 
the stems of Leeks, and this will com¬ 
plete the work among them for the pre¬ 
sent season. 

Asparagus beds. —The stems now being 
quite matured are being cut over. In 
cutting, I always use the knife rather than 
a scythe or hook, as is the case in some 
gardens. After clearing off the steins, the 
beds will be cleaned. I do not approve 
of loading Asparagus lieds with manure 
during winter, this seeming to me an un¬ 
natural practice and of little use to dor¬ 
mant crowns. Stimulants of any kind are 
mucli letter withheld until spring. It is 
intended to plant a new lied of Asparagus 
in the early months of next year, and a 
beginning has been made with its pre¬ 
paration. The quarter is rich and deep, 
and, meantime, the soil has been thrown 
out to a depth of 30 inches. A good 
allowance of excellent manure was then 
deeply dug into the bottom of the trench 
formed by the throwing out of the soil, 
and this will tie allowed to settle for a 
time. Later, a further supply of manure 
will be spread and trodden on the sur¬ 
face, and the half of the soil returned 
and levelled. Ilpon this, in spring, the 
crowns will lie laid, and tlie remainder of 
the soil returned. As Asparagus beds do 
not very often need renewing when well 
done at first, it pays to give the site deep 
cultivation, thorough weathering, and 
plenty of manure in the course of pre¬ 
paration. 

Autumn Onions. —Some thin the seed¬ 
lings a little at this time when germina¬ 
tion has been exceptionally good; but, in 


view of a possible severe winter, which 
might work havoc, I prefer to refrain 
from thinning. 

Cuttings, etc., which have hitherto been 
safe out-of-doors, have now gone under 
cover. A suitable place for these was 
found in a row of pits in which -Melons 
were grown upon hotbeds. The ex¬ 
hausted material was cleared out, the pits 
limewaslied, woodwork and sashes washed, 
and the staging replaced. Being near 
the glass, cuttings and plants of various 
kinds do well during the winter in pits 
of this description. No artificial heat 
will, meantime, be given, hut as there is 
sufficient piping in the pits, heat can he 
applied when it becomes necessary to do 
so. 

Cold-frames. —Spare cold frames have 
been filled with a further batch of various 
Brassicas, including Kale, Cauliflowers 
of sorts, and Brussels Sprouts. In 
another frame a quantity of herbs for re¬ 
newal purposes has meantime found a 
place. These include varieties grown for 
perfume and for seasoning and medicinal 
purposes. All cold frames, whatever 
they may contain, ought to be yet ex¬ 
posed during the day—except, of course, 
during very wet weather. When the 
sashes are put on at night, except during 
frosty weather, the tilts should be put in 
so that air may circulate freely. Damp 
is mole to lie dreaded than frost in cold 
frames, in which, generally, only the 
hardiest subjects — Calceolarias, Pent- 
stemons, Antirrhinums, Tufted Pansies, 
and the like—find a place. 

Hardy-flower borders vet remain bright. 
The many Michaelmas tlaisfes have made 
a fine show, and now Pyrethrum uligino- 
sum and Eupatorium ageratoides are in 
flower. There has been frost, but not of 
sufficient severity to mar the hardiest 
plants. Much interest has l>cen taken ill 
a largo quantity of seedling Lupins, of 
the perennial kinds, which still continue 
to throw' up flowers. These seedlings are 
from an excellent local grower’s collec¬ 
tion. The seeds were sowui in spring of 
this year, and there are many really fine 
things among them. Looking through a 
large border during the week, I was sur¬ 
prised to notice Schizostylis coccinea (the 
Kaffir Lily) almost on the point of bloom¬ 
ing. This is rather earlier than usual, 
the spikes generally expanding their 
bloom about mid-November—in these 
gardens, at any rate. S. coccinea is an 
excellent plant for cool or cold greenhouse 
work, and in such a place the blooms are 
clearer in colour, and cleaner than when 
grown in the borders. It may l>e lifted 
even when oil the point of blooming with¬ 
out suffering any check, and half-a-dozen 
spikes in a 6-inch pot are effective. 
Those who, by reason of scarcity of fuel, 
are depending chiefly upon subjects which 
will thrive without artificial heat will find 
8. coccinea most satisfactory and showy 
under glass. 

Anemone fulgens. —Growing in a warm 
l»order at the foot of a brick wall facing 
almost south, the plants have now made 
considerable growth. In a similar place, 
Iris tuberosa, it was noticed, is already 
pushing, the young growths being over an 
inch in height. Although the wall is 
topped by a glass coping 2 feet ill width, 
it is better to make sure that this Iris 
does not suffer from frost by placing some 
spriggy pieces of Yew or Laurel among 
the plants. Ill tlie same quarter are 
grown the Tangier Iris (I. tiiigitana) and 
Ixias in variety ; but these, as yet, show 
no signs of movement. 

Apple picking is being continued dur¬ 
ing favourable weather. Those _ upon 
walls, such as Margil, llibston Pipnin, 
and Scarlet Nonpareil are hanging longer 
than usual: but no force will be used in 
separating them from the trees. Gener¬ 
ally a good cropper. Court Peiulu Plat is 
not satisfactory during the present season. 

W. McGuffog. 

liaimae Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 
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ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

October 23rd, 1917. 

Not for weeks past has a more interest¬ 
ing and varied display of fruits, veget¬ 
ables, aud flowers been brought together 
than on the above-named date. The two 
first named, for extent and high quality, 
have rarely been excelled. Bottled fruits 
and vegetables, too, were extensively 
shown. In the vegetable section two ex¬ 
hibits of more than ordinary interest were 
remarked, one an extensive collection 
from seeds sown on August 1st; the 
other, forty-five varieties of wart-resistant 
Potatoes—the two, object-lessons of high 
import at this time. In addition, there 
were Boses, Carnations, and Orchids from 
many sources. 

ROSES. 

These were very fine from Mr. Elisha J. 
Hicks, and for the last days of October, 
and in the light of recent frosts, particu¬ 
larly so. Great stands of Charles E. 
Shea, Lady Hillingdon (of exceptionally 
good colour), Old Gold, Mrs. Herbert 
Stevens, Mrs. Winkfleld Christie Miller, 
Mrs. Dunlop Best, and Mme. Edouard 
Herriot were among the best. A new 
seedling, Sir Almoth Wright, is of much 
promise. Rev. J. H. Pemberton had a 
series of the cluster Roses raised by him 
with others. 

GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 

Messrs. II. I?. May and Sons had a well- 
filled table of Ferns, largely the plumose 
forms of Nephrolepis and others. Shrubby 
Veronicas in variety were also shown. 
From Guernsey Mr. F. Lilley brought 
Nerines, N. elegantissima (cerise), N. 
Purple King, N. Garibaldi, N. eoruscans 
major, and N. Fothergilli elegans being 
remarked. A lovely lot of tlie quite 
hardy N. Bowdeni, an invaluable plant 
now, was also shown. Messrs. Allwood 
Brothers contributed Carnations, Cham¬ 
pion (scarlet), Wivelsfleld White, and 
Salmon Enchantress being some of the 
best things. The Alder River Nursery, 
Iver Heath, showed retarded Lilium lon- 
giflorum and L. speciosum. 

TREES AND SHRUBS. 

The new Berberis polyantha, a 6 feet 
high hybrid or seedling from B. Wilsome, 
from the Society’s Wisley gardens, gained 
a First-class Certificate. A plant of the 
highest ornament at this time, the arch¬ 
ing lateral branches at the height named, 
crowded with the brilliant Wilsons? 
fruits, defy description—a splendid ad¬ 
dition to its race and an acquisition 
withal. Messrs. J. Clieal and Sons had 
cut ornamental' foliage showing autumn 
colour, Berberis Thunltergi being the best 
of all. Messrs. Piper contributed Vines, 
Cratiegus Pyracantha, and other shrubs. 
An improved form of Vitis betulifolia, 
shown by Miss Willmott on behalf of Mrs. 
Berkeley, of Spetchley, gained an Award 
or Merit. The small Grape-like clusters 
of fruits are blue-black in colour and 
freely produced. 

HARDY PLANTS. 

In the group from the Alder River 
Nursery, Iver Heath, the plant of the 
moment was Primula erispnta, a glori¬ 
fied P. capitata virtually, and, like it, 
flowering In the autumn. Some two or 
three dozen plants in flower displayed it 
to advantage. In the group from Mr. G. 
Reuthe Crocuses in pots were very beau¬ 
tiful, the white C. marathonisius parti¬ 
cularly so. The most striking thing, 
however, was a pan with a dozen or more 
of the brilliant blue flowers of Gentiana 
sinoornata, a fine ornament at this 
season. Rhododendron quinquefolium, 
for its brilliant leifaSe, mnd Eulrvphia 
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cordifolia, for Its clusters of white 
flowers, were also noteworthy. 

ORCHIDS. 

The choice seedling Odontoglossums 
Aspasia and Adonis were a feature in 
Messrs. Armstrong and Brown’s group, 
though the gems of the collection were 
Brasso-Cattleya The Baroness, Orchld- 
liurst variety, the sepals and petals 
broad and of rich-golden colour, and 
Odontoglossum Pembury, whose sepals 
and petals are wholly chocolate coloured 
save for the pronounced pure white tips. 
Cattleya Venus was very line. In Messrs. 
Hassall’s group the new Lowiara insignis 
was prominent. It is one of the tri¬ 
generic hybrids (Brasso-Liclio x Sophro- 
uites grandiflora) now recognised by the 
generic name Lowiara. Messrs. Sander 
and Son had a fine Cattleya Fabia elatior 
Rex. Messrs. J. aud A. McBean showed 
good examples of Cattleya Iris, C. Prince 


John, and Lmlio-Cattleya Carmcnita. In 
an extensive group from Messrs. Charles- 
worth and Co. some good Vanda coerulea 
were seen, also Ladio-Cattleya Laura 
(chrome, with orange and fawn lip), 
Brasso-Cattleya Queen Alexandra, B.-C. 
Heatonensis, and Odontoglossum crispum 
The Prince (a distinct white with 
lacerated petals). Messrs. Stuart Low and 
Co. showed Vanda coerulea, with Cat- 
tleyas, aud others, Mr. Edward V. Low 
having nice plants of Dendrobium Phalte- 
nopis hololeucum (pure white). Sir 
Jeremiah Column, Gatton Park (Mr. YV. 
Collier, gardener), sent a grand spike, 
nearly L'j feet long, of Odontoglossum 
coronarium, the great head of chestnut- 
red and yellow flowers a considerable 
attraction. 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLES. 

Not for a long time has anything finer 
been staged in the fruit section than the 
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EARLY SCOTCH SEED POTATOES. 

/ 

BEES Ltd. are now completing 
lifting and grading, and find crops 
heavier and cleaner than usual. 

Instead of putting this extra profit 
into their own pockets they are 
reducing prices to customers. 

Orders are now being booked at 
prices quoted below for delivery 
when ready. 

Orders already booked will also 
be executed at these reduced 
prices. 

Special Terms to Allotment 
Societies. 

Epicure (Scotch). An old favourite which produces very heavy 
crops, and has tubers of good size ready to lift very early ... 

Eclipse (Scotch). Splendid white round, very early, shallow 

eyes, good cooker. 

Eclipse. Once grown in Yorkshire . 

Sharpe’s Express (Scotch). A great favourite, very early; 

smooth skin, heavy cropper. 

Sharpe’s Express. Once grown in Lincolnshire . 

Sir John Llewellyn (Lines.) First class in every way . 

British Queen (Scotch). Remarkably fine, both as regards 
cropping and cooking qualities. A superb second early; 

keeps well. 

British Queen. Once grown in Lincolnshire. 

Pioneer (Scotch). A greatly improved second early ; first-class 

cooker and cropper . 

IMMUNE SEED POTATOES. 

Pees Ltd. are licensed by the Board of Agriculture to supply 
varieties suitable for planting in districts alTected with Black 
Scab or Wart Disease. 

King George (Scotch). Although generally classed as a second 
early, this variety when grown from sprouted seed is ready 
for lifting as early as " Sharpe's Express ” or “ Epicure." 

It is an excellent cropper, does well everywhere, especially 
on medium and heavy soils. Owing to fir*t early immune 
sorts being practically unprocurable, “King George” is in 

great demand as a first early. . 

Great Soot (Scotch). Second early, immense cropper, fine quality 
and flavour. Keeps as well as a main crop, strongly recom¬ 
mended. 

Great Scot (Lincolnshire seed) . . 

The Ally (Scotch). A second early immune variety with tuber of 

fine quality and shape, heavy cropper . 

(An excellent set of three potatoes for infected areas would be 
"King George.” “Great Scot,” and “Lochar" or "Templar.” 

Prices of main crop sorts will be quoted later.) 

Cost of Carriage. 

The above prices inclnde cost of bags. If carriage is to be prepaid, please remit as under :— 
1J2T 

Up to 60 miles 
300 

200 „ 

Over 200 „ ... ... ... 

(To ascertain distance from Liverpool to your station look up passenger fare in time-table, which 
is calculated at about Id. per mile. Thus, if ordinary passenger fare is between 4/3 and 8/4, the 
distance will be between 61 and I0Q miles). 

Shallots. lib. 1/2, 3jibs. 8 /-, 7lbs. 5/9, nibs. 10/6 Carriage paU. 

Onion Sets. lib. 2 / 6 , 21bs. 4 / 8 , 3159. 6 /S, libs. 8 /S. Slbs. 10/3 Carriage pml. 

BEES Ltd., 175b Mill St., Liverpool. 
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superb lot of Apples and Pears from 
Messrs. Bunyard and Co., which gained a 
Gold Medal. On the occasion of the re¬ 
cent fruit show the larger classes were 
reduced to 1 alf their scheduled size owing 
to the exigencies of space, hence these 
fortnightly gatherings afford room for ex¬ 
pansion. The firm named staged some 
350 dishes of admirable produce. Pears 
that attracted largely were Doyennd du 
Cornice, Beurrd Diel, and B. Clairgeau; 
notable examples of Apples being Newton 
Wonder, lfev. W. Wilks, Golden Spire, 
Bed Winter Beinette, St. Edmund’s 
Busset, and Egremont Ifusset. The ex¬ 
hibit occupied a half side of tlie hall. 
Sixty dishes of Apples and Pears were 
sent by Mr. C. A. Cain, The Node, 
Welwyn (gardener, Mr. T. Pnteinau), The 
Queen, Stirling Castle, Newton Wonder, 
Bev. W. Wilks, Royal Jubilee. Tyler’s 
Kernel, Charles Boss, Rival, Brnmley's 
Seedling, and Cox’s Pomona being re¬ 
marked among them. A superb collection 
of vegetables was staged by Mr. H. E. 
Wallis, gardener to Mr. Eustace E. 
Palmer, Drayton House, Basingstoke; 
Champion Horn, Early Gem, and 
Favourite Carrots bordering on perfection, 
a like remark applying to A 1 Onion, 
Dwarf Gem Sprouts, and Delicacy 
Cucumber. From the Purfleet School 
Gardens were shown sixty dishes of 
fruit (chiefly Apples) and thirty-four 
of vegetables, an evidence of the educa¬ 
tive work among the senior boys at this 
time. The new Apple, Ellison’s Orange, 
was shown by Mr. H. Marklmm, gardener 
to Viscount Enfield, Wrotham Park. 
Barnet. It is a cross between Calville 
blanc and Cox’s Orange Pippin. A very 
heavy cropper, it was given nil Award of 
Merit some three or four years since, and 
has now gained the higli award of a First- 
class Certificate. In appearance, it Is a 
higlily-built, well-coloured Cox’s. The 
Gold Medal collection of 

VEGETABLES 

from Messrs. Barr and Sons was ns com¬ 
prehensive as it is possible to conceive, 
the whole in a high state of perfection. 
Celery was partieularly fine. Champion 
Solid" White, Solid Pink, and Tall Red, 
with Cauliflowers, Chilian and Seakale, 
Beet, and Leeks constituting a fine back¬ 
ground. Onions were well to the front, 
James’s Keeping, Ailso Craig, and Rous¬ 
han) Park Hero (a solid, flat, white- 
skinned sort) being very good. Cabbage 
Winuingstndt, Apple-sha lied Celeriae, and 
excellent Potatoes and Tomatoes were on 
view. Bottled fruits and vegetables were 
shown on a large and comprehensive 
scale by Lady Elizabeth Dawson, Cannon 
Ilill, Maidenhead, Raspberries, Logan¬ 
berries, Gooseberries, Plums, Peaches, 
Apples, Cherries, Beans. Asparagus, and 
Carrots being noted. The exhibit of 
vegetables and salads staged by Messrs. 
Sutton and Sons from seeds sown on 
August 1st demonstrated the value of suc¬ 
cession cropping; fresh young Carrots 
and Turnips of high table quality being 
among the tilings shown. We considered 
tlie Teas, however, tile finer object-lesson, 
and of these, splendid gatherings of Ideal, 
Ringleader, First of All, and Improved 
William the First evidenced what is pos¬ 
sible in the short space of nine or ten 
weeks, and with by no means ideal 
weather conditions. The Potatoes re¬ 
sistant to wart disease from the Society’s 
Wisley gardens were worthy of close 
study. Forty-live varieties wore shown 
in duplicate, cooked and uncooked. 

A complete list of the plants certificated 
and medals awarded will lie found in our 
advertisement pnarfisl* 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

FI.AMTS AMS FLOWERS. 

Palm unhealthy (A. C. Maudslay).- r 
The appearance of the leaf you send shows 
that the plant is either suffering from 
drydess at the root or that the drainage 
is bad ; while another reason may be that 
the soil is exhausted. The first reason we 
give is most probably the correct one, as 
the soil may seem damp enough on the 
surface, while lower down it may be quite 
dry. Stand fhe plant in a tub of wafer, 
so as to thoroughly soak the ball of soil’ 
leaving it there until die air hubbies fail 
to rise to the surface. The roots of Palms 
are of a deep-descending nature,* hence the 
major portion twists around the bottom 
of the pot and sometimes lifts the ball of 
soil altogether. Such being the case, 
Palms suffer from drought more quickly 
than any other plants.’ On further ex¬ 
amination of the leaf, we are convinced 
that dryness is tho cause, as' there are 
traqes of red-spider and thrips. 

TREES AND SHRUBS. 

Cutting back Laurels (. Yal ).—You need 
not be afraid to cut bark your Laurel 
hedge, but it would be advisable to wait 
until next March before doing so. You 
should, after the plants have been cut 
back, give them a good soaking of water 
and mulch with some well-rotted manure, 
watering freely during the summer, so as 
to wash the goodness of the manure down 
to the loots. 

FRUIT, 

Apples cracking (Miss J. R. Fraser)— 
The only reason we can suggest for the 
cracking of your Apples is that the roots 
have gone down into some poor soil. 
When this happens a fungus preys on the 
ill-formed fruits and spoils them, as has 
happened with the specimens you send. 
If the tree is healthy and not too old, 
then root-pruning may lie tried, treating 
one side of the tree only this year. Re¬ 
move the turf from around the stem of 
the tree, and apply a heavy mulch of 
rotten manure, with, if you can get it, 
liquid-manure. Spray the tree when leaf¬ 
less with the caustic alkali solution, and 
in the spring with Bordeaux mixture to 
destroy any fungoid germs that may he 
present on the tree. It is impossible to 
name from such poor fruits. 

Spotted Apples (T. O. O.). —The spots 
on the fruit are caused by a fungus 
brought about, no doubt, by the roots get¬ 
ting into a cold subsoil, which cannot 
supply proper food. You should open a 
trench round the tree, 4 feet or 5 feet from 
the stem, and sever all downward roots, 
refilling the trench with some good turfy 
loam, bone-meal, and wood-ashes, mulch¬ 
ing tho surface afterwards with rotten 
manure. This may lie done at once, as 
then the tree will have time to become re¬ 
established liefore the winter. You should 
also in the winter, when all the leaves have 
fallen, syringe the tree with the caustic 
solution which we have so often advised in 
those columns, as this would destroy the 
spores of the fungus, which seldom attacks 
healthy trees. 

VEGETABLES. 

Pumpkins ( F. J. 11 ’inter). —Edible 
Gourds or Pumpkins are, as a rule, not cut 
until nearly ripe when required for the 
making of “Pumpkin” pie during the 
winter. When cut they are sometimes 
suspended from the coiling, and in any 
case stored in a cool, dry place, from 
which they are taken as required. The 
chief use they are put to is to take the 
place of other fruits in the making of 
“ pies” during the winter. They are also 
used as a vegetable by some, but we have 
never had any experience of this. In giv¬ 
ing the above answer we are assuming that 
your Pumpkin is the fruit of one of the 
edible varieties, as there are non-edible 
sorts which should on no account he cooked 
and partaken of. Tho fruits of edible 
kinds can lie used in a green state, like the 
Vegetable Marrow. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Seaweed as manure (J. Philip)— Sea¬ 
weed may be used by itself and prove of 
great value, but it is better to mix it with 
littery farmyard or stable manure, as it 
quickly reduces the strawy portion to a de¬ 
cayed state and renders it suitable for ap¬ 
plication to any soil. The manure and the 
Seaweed should be turned' over three times 
in seven weeks, at the end of which time 
the whole of the material will bo in fine 
condition for digging into the soil. One 
load of Seaweed will he sufficient to mix 
with three loads of littery manure. Sea¬ 
weed is useful as a manure for Potatoes, 
Asparagus, Beans, Peas, and Dwarf 
French Beans. It is also good for hardy 
plants, particularly those growing in light 
soil. It should be dug in for vegetables 
during February and the early part of 
March. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

C .—If the bulbs are well ripened and of 
flowering size, we should have no hesita¬ 
tion in planting them. Bennett .— 

Select the large conns for planting, and 
which will flower next year. Plant the 
small-sized ones in a reserve part of your 
garden to increase in size. They will 
then come in well for flowering in 1919. 


MAKES OF PLANTS AMD FRUITS. 

Names Of Plants_ A Subscriber. —Ber- 

beris Thuubergi. Anxious .—The Corne¬ 
lian Cherry (Cornus Mas), of uo value for 

food.- M. O. —1, Cotoneaster frigida ; 

2, Cotoneaster buxifolia; 3, Cotoneaster 
thymifolia; 4, Pyracantlia coccinea 

(Cratsegus Pyracantlia). Box. —1, Be¬ 
gonia metallica ; 2 f Begonia ascotensis; 3, 
Begonia Weltomensis; 4, Echeveria 

retusa.- II., Hants. —1, Crataegus coc¬ 

cinea ; 2, Cotoneaster frigida ; 3, Borberis 
Aquifolium; 4, Francos ramosa.——IF. 
Collins. —1, Cineraria maritirnu ; 2, Pyre- 
thrum uliginosum; 3, Aster ericoides; 4, 
Aster Novi Reign var.—— L. B. —1, 
Asplenium bulbiferum; 2, Selaginella 

Kraussiana. 

Names ' of fruits F. Prentice. —1, 

Bramley’s; 2, Hormead Pearmain; 3, 

Wellington ; 4, Bramley’s.- C. J. I ,.— 

Apple Lord Burleigh.- F. 0. M. —1, 

Bismarck; 2, Newton Wonder; 3, Scarlet 

Pearmain.-IF. 31. Palmer .—2 and 4, 

Beurre de Jonghe; 3, Beurre Diel.- 

Shaw, Bedingfield. —Apples: 1, Fearn’s 
Pippin; 2, Crimson Queening; 3, Winter 
Quoining. Pear specimens insufficient. 
■- Way, Denham .—Apple not recog¬ 
nised.-- A. H. Maude.- —Apple not recog¬ 
nised.- F. Gifford .—Pear Doyenne du 

Comice.-X. Y. Z. —Apples: 1, Cellini; 

2, Emperor Alexander ; 3, Warner’s King ; 

4, Golden Noble.- T. T. —Apples: 1, 

Lane’s Prince Albert; 2, Cox’s Orange; 3, 
The Queen; 4, Red or Winter Hawthorn- 

den.- Mrs. Day. —Apples: 1, Ecklin- 

ville ; 2, King of the Pippins. Pears: 3, 
Fondante d’Automne; 4, Golden Spiro. 

- F. II. C. —Apples: 1, King of the 

Pippins; 2, Ribston; 3, Mere de Menage; 

4, Lady Henniker.- S. S. —Apples: 1, 

Norfolk Beaufin; 2, Mfere de Menage ; 3, 

Lord Derby; 4, Golden Pippin.- A. II. 

—Apples: 1, Alfriston; 2, Blenheim; 3, 

French Crab; 4, Bramley’s.- H. E. C. 

—Pears: 1, Autumn Bergamot; 2, Marie 
Louise; 3, Catillac (a stewing Pear) ; 4, 

Scarlet Nonpareil.- II. N. —Apples: 1, 

King of the Pippins; 2, Lane’s Prince 
Albert; 3, Lady Henniker; 4, Bismarck. 
- H. It. S., Porchester— 1, Beurre Diel; 

2, Beurre Bose; 3, Bergamotte Esperen; 
I, We should like to see later *in the 

season.-- Rose. —Sorry, to say that in 

unpacking, the numbers got mixed. We 
shall he glad if you will send further speci¬ 
mens.-IF. M. —1, Is, we think, Bess 

Pool; 2, Not recognised.- J. P. II .— 

Apples: 1, Rymer; 2. Scarlet Pearmain; 

3, Not recognised. It is. as we have 
often said, very difficult to name fruit 
from one specimen only. 
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NOTE8 OF THE WEEK. 


English names, please.— Where pos- 
sible these should be used. I see the 
Latin name used for the old Pot Mari¬ 
gold iu the last Gardening, a Latin rig¬ 
marole for the Japanese Stonecrop, Ane¬ 
mone blanda for the Greek Windflower, 
and so on. These Latin names are no 
gain to the garden, and they may be used 
when needed in letters abroad.—S. K. 

Soil and Its influence on odour.— Has 

soil anything to do with the strength of 
the scent of flowers? I have noticed (or 
imagined) that flowers on chalky soils 
have not the fragrance that those grown 
in loam, etc., have. The Sweet Peas at 
Hampton Court are far more fragrant 
than those coming from Oxfordshire. Am 
I mistaken in this? Some of your readers 
may be able to throw light on the point, 
as soil has such influence on plants in 
many ways.— 1ST. Crispin. 

The climbing Fern.— Delighted to hear 
the Tree Club Moss is alive and well in 
Sussex. I now ask if anyone has the 
climbing Fern (Lygodium isilinatum), a 
most graceful thing. I saw, long years 
ago, its delicate lace-work over shrubs in 
a boggy district, in New Jersey, anything 
but a genial climate. I have‘failed so 
far, and now a friend who lives in the 
region where it is abundant has collected 
roots for me, but says there is an em¬ 
bargo on sending plants since the war.— 
W., Sussex. 

The Chinese Hound's-tongue (Cyno- 
glossuin amabile).—This, though an an¬ 
nual, sows itself so freely that it ought 
to be as good as many perennials in most 
gardens. Unfortunately, however, it be¬ 
comes a “weed” in some places. “W.” 
(page 571) lias been fortunate in securing 
such a good group in his Rose bed, and 
from the illustration it is possible to 
imagine the effect of such a fine mass. 
Seedlings stand the winter well, and 
those which are not transplanted, I find, 
make the finest plants.—S. A. 

Lilium regale.—I was much interested 
in Sir Herbert Maxwell’s note on this 
Lily. Having a nice lot of seedlings 
which I hojw to put out next year, I 
wonder if Sir Herbert Maxwell would 
kindly say what aspect best suits L. re¬ 
gale, whether it will do in the half-shade 
of deciduous trees in woodland, if it can 
stand sun, and requires much moisture? 
All Liliums tried so far in the loamy soil 
of onr western Slope have succeeded, 
though the sharp drainage is sometimes 
very trying in dry seasons. Madonna 
Lilies grow like weeds in this district.— 
A. T. Johnson, North Wales. 

Pear-trees for autumn tints.— Not only 
in ihe orchard, but upon walls the 
leaves assume a great variety of tints, 
some of a pale golden-yellow—for in¬ 
stance, Jargonelle — while some — like 
Louise Bonne and Marie Louise—take on 
a bright ruddy liue, and others—such as 
Beurr6 Hardy, Williams’, and Doyenne 
du Comice—rival the bronzes of some of 
the Azaleas at this time. Large, old 
orchard trees are peculiarly effective, and 
even if they never bore a fruit are worthy 
of room for their double season of beauty 
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—in spring when they are in bloom, and 
now when the foliage is ripening.— I 
W. McG. 

Pruning Forsythias.— Everyone appre¬ 
ciates the Forsythias, whose showers of 
gold are so effective in the garden in 
spring. But it is siul to see how Hie 
plants are spoiled by pruning at the 
wrong season, thereby reducing their 
beauty in the flowering time. I saw some 
Forsythias the other day which had just 
been pruned, whereas they ought to have 
been gone over immediately after ttie 
flowers wore over. Some of those I ob¬ 
served lately had been rudely operated 
on witii hedging shears, and cut ruth¬ 
lessly back. The result will lie that the 
flowers will lie few and the natural grace 
of the plant wanting in the coming spring. 
—A. Scotsman. 

Roscoeas.—I grow three kinds of these— 
R. purpurea, R. slkkimensis, and R. caut- 
Lioides. They are all interesting, but not 
much grown. The last is by far the tall¬ 
est, and somewhat gaunt unless a clump of 
various ages is grown, when ttie young 
plants furnish the sides of the group. I 
have never had it long enough outdoors to 
form a group, but have a small group of 
R. purpurea in peaty soil under a shrub, 
and the seedlings around it have hidden 
the stiff stalks and added beauty to an 
otherwise still beautiful plant. At any 
rate, the family has a distinct character, 
quite unlike any other plant, and interest¬ 
ing to a plant-lover. The novel Monk’s- 
hood-like blooms, their colour and texture 
all appeal. R. sikkimensis is taller than 
It. purpurea, hut the colour is the same — 
J. Stormonth, Kirkbride, Carlisle. 

Neglect of a native shrub _Going 

round my pionds towards the end of Octo¬ 
ber, I saw the flue effect in colour of the 
wild Guelder Rose. In spring we have 
its flowers as fine as those of any foreign 
kind, then the masses of brilliant fruit, 
now followed by the handsome bronzy 
colour in the fall. It is the wild form of 
the common Guelder Rose (Viburnum 
Opulus), and yet this plant was not in 
cultivation generally until lately. I re¬ 
member the late Mr. Anthony Waterer 
telling me that he had got an order for 
1(H) plants of it, and, not having them in 
his nursery, failed to get them in the 
trade anywhere in Britain. The plant is 
frequent in Sussex woods, but I got a 
number of seedlings and planted a good 
many by the water side with very good 
results. It is wild through much of North 
Europe, Asia, and America.—W., Sussex. 

A note from Bexhill. —A quite abnormal 
state of things obtains here by the coast. 
Tlie terrible gale of August stripped the 
exposed trees and shrubs of their foliage. 
With the subsequent mild weather they 
have burst into full leaf and, in some cases, 
flower. It is quite easy to obtain bunches 
of Laburnum and Lilac. Certainly the 
racemes are smaller than is their wont at 
tlie proper season, but they are otherwise 
perfect. To-day I saw the unusual sight 
of a large Lilac one-half in flower and with 
fresh leafage, the other half retaining the 
old—this year's—much-battered leaves. It 
is curious how some trees after a short rest 
respond more quickly than others. Thus, 
in a group of eight or nine Sycamores on 
a bank, oue has burst into leaf, tbe rest 
remaining dormant. Many Elms, Ashes, 
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and Chestnuts are likewise affected.—W. 
I>., liexhUl. 

Auriculas in the west of England _It 

may interest Auricula lovers to hear how 
in tlie west we have overcome the difficul¬ 
ties of a winter water-logged soil and 
persuaded our favourites to flourish. We 
have a Grass bank 100 feet long, 1 feet 
high, nearly perpendicular (impossible 
to mow), north-east aspect, but sheltered 
from wind by a Ioav shrubbery. We 
faced this bank with stone to prevent Hie 
soil slipping, anti tucked the Auriculas 
into the spaces. Tlie heavy clay provides 
a cool roothig medium, and tlie bank gives 
drainage. They have settled down beau¬ 
tifully, plenty of blossom, and they are 
beginning to seed themselves.— Tocken- 
ham, Wilts. 

Rhodanthe Mangles).— One of tbe first, 
if not the very first, of the market- 
growers to take the Rhodanthe in band 
was the late Mr. Horbst, of Richmond. 
So long ago as 1871 lie was growing it in 
considerable numbers for Covent Garden 
Market. Tlie seed was sown in February 
and March, tlie larger quantity in tlie 
former month. A few were pricked out, 
hut the greatest measure of success 
attended those that were sown in their 
flowering i>ots. These were of the usual 
market size, 5 inches in diameter, not 
(i Inches as stated by “Cornhill,” page 
583. In addition to the pot-grown ex¬ 
amples of tills Rliodanthe, a consider¬ 
able quantity was grown in the open 
ground for the supply of cut flowers, 
which sold readily. In a sheltered well- 
drained border they could be depended 
upon to flower well.—W. T. 

The Tricuspldarias. —I cannot reconcile 
“D.’s” statement (page 580) that Tri- 
cuspidaria dependens is hardier than T. 
lanceolata, either .with my own experi¬ 
ence of the two species here or with what 
I have observed in other places. Iu ordi¬ 
nary winters T. lanceolata suffers no in¬ 
jury and does not require the protection 
of a Avail; Avhereas, T. dependens is 
almost always cut more or less. Last 
winter T. lanceolata had its upper 
branches badly frosted, and large buslies 
dropped most of their flower-buds; but 
they have repaired tlie damage, have 
made vigorous growth, and are hoav 
thickly set with flower-buds. On the 
other hand, the white-flowered T. depen¬ 
dens was killed outright in some cases 
and cut to the ground in others. This is 
the less to be regretted, as it is far in¬ 
ferior in beauty to T. lanceolata.—H er¬ 
bert Maxwell, Monrcith. 

Anagallis Breweri. —Is this, referred to 
by 1 “ W.,” page 505, synonymous with A. 
Monelli and A. Phillips!, the blue Italian 
Pimpernel? The former I cannot flml 
catalogued anywhere, the latter I have 
grown this season. The seeds were sown 
in small 00-size pots, a few seeds in each, 
about the end of March, and placed in a 
cold frame, rinnted out intact at tlie 
end of April on a sunny bank they soon 
commenced to flower, and have been a 
joy ever since, and still going strong. 
The intensity of the Gentian-blue flowers 
has been a source of great attraction. In 
company with them was grown the var. 
Parksi, much the same in colour as our 
native A. arvensis, but with larger 
flowers. Strangely enough, although we 
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cannot boast an ideal summer, there were 
few days when they were not out. When 
one remembers the time and money siient 
on Lobelia to obtain a monotonous reiie- 
tition, here is a plant at once generous, 
Jess exacting, and of a liner blue to boot.— 
W. D., Bexliill. 

- Regarding Anagallis .Brewer! in 

Gardening, October 20th, page 565, I 
l)eg to say that Anagallis Brewer! is a 
form of A. linifolia, also known as A. 
Phillipsi and A. Monelli. It is a native of 
Tortuga 1, growing from 6 inches to 
9 inches high, with bright red flowers 
each about j inch in diameter, which are 
freely produced over a considerable 
fieriod. The typical A. linifolia has bril¬ 
liant blue flowers; but it varies very con¬ 
siderably under cultivation, breaking into 
JiJac., crimson-maroon, scarlet, ruby, 
purple, and blue with white margined 
forms, many of which come fairly true 
from seed, and were offered in bygone 
years by continental firms under separate 
names. Self-sown seedlings, however, 
revert mostly to the type and the red 
form, which in my opinion are the most 
desirable. It is curious that A. linifolia 
should vary in the reverse way from our 
own delightful Shepherd's Weather-glass 
or Scarlet Pimpernel, of which I found 
a brilliant blue form this summer by the 
side of a field path.—W. E. Th. I. 

Disanthus cercidifolia. -Included in the 
Witch Hazel family is a number of curious 
and interesting shrubs, the subject of 
this note being one. A summer-leafing 
bush, native of Japan, it grows at least 
8 feet high. The leaves are of a blue- 
green shade in summer, but in autumn 
they assume rich hues of gold, red, and 
claret before falling About the time the 
leaves fall—towards the latter end of 
October, the blooms, of a dark reddish- 
purple, are borne from axillary buds, 
pairs of flowers being produced back, to 
back. The five jietals are very narrow, 
us in the case of Hamamelis, and they 
spread out in the form of a .star. It was 
originally introduced about 1S93, but is 
not by any means a common shrub. 
Planted in light soil containing a little 
I teat, it grows well, but it. should be in a 
jKisition where it is sheltered from cold 
winds and late frosts in spring.—D. 

Rhus trlchocarpa. — Many of the 
Sumachs are very beautiful in autumn by 
reason of the bright tints assumed by the 
leaves for a few weeks before they fall. 
In a collection, the one under notice is 
by no means the least conspicuous, for 
its long pinnate leaves during late Sep¬ 
tember nhd early October are of a rich, 
fiery red. It is not a very well-known 
species, but has been in cultivation in 
this country for about twenty years, hav¬ 
ing been originally introduced by way of 
America. Prof. Sargent obtained seeds 
from Japan about 1S92, plants from which 
were sent to this country a few years 
later. A native of Japan, it there forms 
a small tree up to 30 feet high, with 
leaves often 18 Inches long. It has no 
flower-beauty; but in America the fruits 
are said to be conspicuous, here they have 
not been uoted. Like other kinds of 
Rhus, it. thrives in any good, well-drained, 
loamy soil, and to obtain the best.results 
it should be placed in an open jiosition 
where it can enjoy the full sunlight.—I). 

■me. Coignet’s Vine fruiting.— I have 
tills noble Vine in many jiositions—up trees 
and on pergola, in a hedgerow—and in 
every place putting on a line colour. Some 
friends complain that it never colours wilh 
them. Mine has no siiecial care, and is 
not in warm or good soil, and it may be 
that some feed it too well, a practice with 
gardeners. My plants were mainly seed- 
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lings from the late Sir Henry Y'orke. I 
never exacted much in the way of fruit 
from any wild Vine I grow, and so was 
surprised when a neighbour brought in a 
handful of black Grapes found on a Vine 
climbing over nn Apple-tree in my orchard. 
I soon went out, and was pleased to see a 
curtain of black fruit as large as some 
kinds wine is made from abroad, and of 
fair flavour, and this without care of any 
kind, the Vines making their way without 
any pruning. It lias fruited for many 
years now here, hut trivial in size. The 
fruiting plant is a seedling, showing how 
the species varies, and that it might be 
1 tossiMe by raising seedlings to get a race 
of varieties of this splendid hardy Vine 
worth growing for the vineyard.—W., 
Sussex. 

Hardy Cacti. —These singular plants are 
little cultivated in the oiien air, and it is 
only in a few favoured gardens that one 
meets with any of them. The attempt 
to bring them into favour a few years 
ago has evidently had little success, and 
these singular, but effective, subjects re¬ 
main quite rare in gardens. The secret 
of success appears to be a sunny, shel¬ 
tered position in a dry soil. A rock 
garden facing south seems as good as any 
for their cultivation. Another essential 
point consists in covering the plants with 
glass in winter to throw off the rain. 
For most of the hardy Cacti a sheet of 
glass is sufficient, but where there Is 
much driving rain a liandligbt is to be 
preferred. Of the hardy Cacti in culti¬ 
vation the Opuntins are the best known. 
O. vulgaris, O. Rafinesqui, and O. tnls- 
sonriensls seem about the hardiest. 
Cereus Engelmanni Is fairly hardy. 
Mamillaria arizonica is probably the 
hardiest of the genus.—Ess Aye. 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS: TREATMENT 

OF THE PLANTS WHEN INDOORS. ‘ 
A noted grower has said that when the 
Chrysanthemums are under glass one’s 
troubles begin. A large number of plants 
which have had a great amount of time 
and care bestowed upon them, and which 
are, as it is termed, well grown, very 
often fail to'finish the handsome flowers 
so long looked forward to. This is due to 
faulty ways of watering, air-giving, and 
shading. After the plants have been ac¬ 
customed to the o]ten air it is a severe 
change to be packed together under glass, 
and it takes them a week or two to get 
over it. I aliow the roots to become dry 
almost to the i>oint of the leaYes flagging, 
and do not give a plant water at the 
roots before it has been examined by tap¬ 
ping the jhjI . To water it rvitbout such 
care means failure. To balance this dry¬ 
ness at the roots I would syringe among 
ttie leaves and over the buds if they do 
not show colour. Of course, this treat¬ 
ment cannot go on long, nor is it neces¬ 
sary, for the surface roots will begin to 
start'and the plant become happy under 
new conditions. Then water may be 
freely given and the usual stimulants 
also until the flowers are half expanded, 
when the latter may be discontinued, un¬ 
less for exhibition a particular plant 
needs forwarding. To hasten such, one 
or two doses of sulphate of ammonia, 
never used stronger than half an ounce 
to a gallon of water, can be employed. 
During dull, damp weather it is well to 
to do what watering is needful intheearly 
morning, so that the structure may be¬ 
come dry by the evening. At the first, 
doors and ventilators should he thrown 
wide open in the daytime and the venti¬ 
lation somewhat lessened at night. As 


the flowers unfold great care is required 
so ns to prevent any cutting draught. 
The toj) ventilators are those that should 
he the widest open, with just enough 
front air to keep the atmosphere dry. It 
is a bad sign to see moisture on the glass. 
After this period it is best to almost close 
the house at night, also during the day¬ 
time if Yvet, and to dry - up moisture the 
pipes should be warmed. Be careful to 
employ more air and also fire-heat in early 
morning to disiiel the damp accumulated 
at night before the sun strikes the 
flowers, this being one of the chief causes 
of decay in tile petals. The Japanese 
varieties open well in a temperature not 
lower than 50 dogs., and one above 
60 degs - . tends- to force them, Yvhilst 
10 degs. lower may be adopted for in¬ 
curved sorts. C. W. S. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Early-flowering hardy Chrysanthemums. 

—I want three oY four varieties of above 
to bloom at the end of .July. How can I 
manage? I have tried them in pots, 
also under a south wall; but I am unable 
to get any blooms before the end of 
August.— Fish. 

[You should try Mine. Marie Masse 
(pink), Horace Martin (yellow) and Crim¬ 
son Mine. Marie Masse (deep bronze). 
These varieties are about the earliest of 
any. It would be well to start with strong 
plants, so that several shoots may form 
quite early in spring; then select the first 
flower-buds on these by heading back the 
side growths to these buds. Very early 
Chrysanthemum blooms are quite a matter 
of taste, and it will, therefore, be well to 
point out that such blooms are usually 
wanting ib colour.] 

Six Japanese exhibition Chrysanthe¬ 
mums. —Will you kindly oblige me by 
giving me the names of six Japanese ex¬ 
hibition Chrysanthemums that are the 
first to bloom, and the earliest dates at 
which they will have come to perfection? 
—F. R. W-, Torquay. 

[Many of the Chrysanthemums seen at 
(lie late October and early November 
shows in the past have been brought into 
flower earlier than their normal period of 
blooming by stopping or pinching the 
shoots. \Ve assume you wish to avoid 
this, and for this reason recommend tin* 
following varieties:—Kara Doyv (deep 
bronze, gold reY'erse), White Queen 
(white), Master James (rich chestnut, 
gold reverse). Airs. G. Lloyd Wigg 
(yellow, shaded huff), Airs. E. A. Tickle 
(mauve-pink), and Airs. C. H. Totty 
(bright pink, a lovely flower). Cuttings 
of the foregoing varieties should be in¬ 
serted in early December, and the result¬ 
ing plants should be grown on to the 
second-crown buds, and these latter re¬ 
tained. In this way ideal blooms should 
lie ready in the earliest days of November. 
Were first-crown buds retained instead of 
soeond-crown buds the blooms result¬ 
ing therefrom would ^certainly be fully- 
developed earlier, but the chances are 
they would be far less interesting than 
those resulting from a second-crown bud 
selection.] 

Chrysanthemum Sandown Radiance.— 

There are many Chrysanthemums used 
now for outdoor planting, both decorative 
and singles, and one of my special 
favourites is Sandown Radiance, which in 
early October supplies a colour hardly to 
be found in any other flower. Tt goes well 
with most of the Stnrworts, Sunflowers, 
Itudbeckias, and the white Japanese 
Anemone, and it is also a very good com¬ 
panion for some of the Heleniums. 
G rowers who are able to have a few plant * 
in large pots or tubs for certain positions 
out-of-doors will find Sandown Radiance 
one of the best fpf the purpose.—F,. B. 
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FRUIT. 

WILD BRAMBLES IN THE GARDEN. 
I tiiin'k it will be readily admitted that 
American Brambles are unsuited for our 
fickle climate, especially in Scotland and 
the North of England. In many respects 
the Loganberry also cannot be called a 
success on account of its uncertainty in 
ripening its fruit properly, the rotting of 
its fruit at the core, and its'sparing crop. 
Then why court a failure when we have 
so many excellent varieties of native 
Brambles, which, with a little attention 
and good management in the way of 
manuring, will give a fourfold return for 
ail the trouble bestowed upon them, and 
will be at hand in a fully ripe condition 
when needed. All that is necessary for 
the would-be grower is to select or mark 
a few plants that are both early and pro¬ 
ductive. Then in November remove some 
suckers or young plants into the garden, 


fruit. That birds do not take Black¬ 
berries is a further inducement to gr-ow- 
ing them. 

The Dewberry and its varieties cannot 
bo recommended for cultivation. These 
are common in most places, especially 
those near the sea. They may be known 
by the calyx hanging down against the 
stem instead of being upright; and the 
individual fruits composing the berry are 
few in comparison with the Bramble 
proper. Unsightly' corners and ha-ha 
walls can by planting Blackberries be 
made both useful and beautiful. 

J. C. Varty- Smith. 


FLAVOUR IN FRUIT. 

I read Mr. Chute's note on page 554 with 
much interest. I quite agree with him 
that Dr. Harvey is a fairly good Apple. A 
Norfolk vicar onc-e sent me some good 
samples of it. Soil and locality a Iso make 
a very important difference in flavour. For 


There are a good many Apples in this class 
and they are useful for cooking or for 
dessert at a pinch, and some are not far 
off being first-class. Fourthly, there are 
Apples that are truly first-class in sweet¬ 
ness and flavour, such as Cox’s, Ribston, 
D'Arcy, and that grand all-round Apple 
Blenheim Orange, than which there is no 
better cooker, while also excellent for 
dessert. If we only had a late Apple of 
this type we need grow no others for use 
from Christmas onwards. Of the pre- 
Christmas Apples James Grieve, when 
really' ripe, and St. Edmund’s Russet are 
good types. There are many others; 
nearly all the Russets are good. King’s 
Acre Tippin is a first-class Apple also. 
The Apple mentioned by Shakespeare, 
Sops in Wine, is a very well-flavoured 
Apple as grown in Cornwall, something 
after the style of St. Edmund’s Russet, 
but not so pretty, though the quality is 
much tlie same. St. Edmund’s is a great 
bearer and a nice-looking Apple. In 



A cultivated wild Bramble (Bubus Kolleri). From a photograph by Mr. J. C. Varty-Smith, 

Nandana, Penrith. 


choosing a sunny position, if possible, 
and sheltered from the north. 

There are many scores of varieties of 
Rubus known in Great Britain, some of 
which are more suitable than others for 
our purpose. The kind shown in the 
illustration is Rubus Kolleri, a variety 
fairly common in North Staffordshire, 
where I obtained it. It is remarkably 
robust and early. It may be recognised 
by its large, ragged-i*talled flowers and 
long, stout stems, many of which are over 
12 feet long. These are covered with in¬ 
numerable short, straight prickles aud 
hairs, not hooked, and of various lengths. 
There arc some with hooked prickles that 
are very good, and perhaps more easily 
obtained. The jioint to bear in mind is 
to get an early fruiting variety, as frosts 
often destroy the berries in exposed situa¬ 
tions. In the early spring the dead wood 
should be cut out, and the new shoots 
trained, so as not to overlap one another, 
besides making It easier to gather the 
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example, in some warm, sheltered Corn is! i 
valleys the fruit Is ripe a month earlier 
than in the northerly exposed uplands, 
and is of finer flavour, too, and with more 
sugar. To give a list of the Apples that 
I consider Crabs would be a big job. We 
may divide Apples into four classes. 
Firstly, pure Crabs that never turn sweet 
no matter bow ripe, such as Lord 
Grosvenor, a much-praised but, in my 
opinion, a . poor Apple; secondly, Apples 
that, though almost Crabs, yet do develop 
some sugar when kept long enough or well 
ripened, such as Lane’s Prince Albert and 
Bramley’s Seedling. I do not care for this 
typo of Apple, as there is plenty of really 
good Apples with flavour and sweetness, 
and there is no need to full hack on such 
as these, which are not much above the 
rank of giant Crabs. In the third type I 
would class Apples that are really sweet 
and not uneatable, though not first-class, 
such as Worcester Pearmaln, Dr. Harvey, 
Bedfordshire Foundling, and Bess Pool. 


Pears, Thompson’s, DoyennS Du Coinice, 
and Beurre Superfin are first-rate. There 
are many others very good, such as Louise 
Bonne. I find l’oar Conseiller de la Cour 
a good bearer and good to eat. 

It would be a great help if some Fruit 
Society were to allocate each Apple to one 
of the above pigoon-lioles, for if so de¬ 
scribed in the catalogues the novice could 
more easily choose the type of Apple that 
appealed to him. The descriptions are in 
many cases most misleading and insuffi¬ 
cient. To judge by some lists there are no 
inferior Apples. W. J. Farmer. 


MARKET GRAPES. 

At this time of year home-grown 
Grapes are well-nigh perfect. The 
usual well-known kinds being fairly 
plentiful, prices ruling moderate. 
Among dark varieties the Alicante is 
abundant. It is not easy to quote definite 
rates at which this fruit should be sold 

ungirsT Trcn 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



601 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED . 


November 30, 1917 


because there are so runny prices, all 
legitimate and justified by the laws 
which decide the prices of fruit. The 
cheapest samples from the Channel 
Islands can be bought at Is. per pound, 
but the best yields of English hot¬ 
houses are worth 3s. per iiound. 
Black Ilamburghs are now scarce, as 
their season is nearly over, and the 
handsome Gros Column is just begin¬ 
ning to grace the windows of fruit¬ 
erers. Discriminating purchasers 
should keep a sharp eye on Guernsey 
Muscats, which are both good and 
cheap at Is. 3d. to Is. 9d. per ]>ound. 
Other kinds of Muscats, including the 
large and picturesque Canon Hall, 
cannot be bought at anything like such 
low prices. 

[So says the “ Telegraph,” and quite 
p rong as to “ well nigh perfect.” I buy 
in the best shop I know and yet the best 
drapes, invariably under-ripe and poor in 
flavour. If this be a market need, it will 
have one effect—that those who wish to 
eat drapes at their best must not go to the 
market. —W.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Plums, planting —I propose planting a 
wall (facing east, 15 degs. south, approxi¬ 
mately) with Plums in the following 
order:—Early Transpaj-ent, Jefferson, 
Victoria, Stint, Early Prolific, Victoria, 
and Monarch. The two trees of Victoria 
are already in position and have readied 
the fruiting stage. Can you advise me 
as to whether the trees are suitably 
selected and arranged witli a view to 
cross fertilisation ? Would Stint, for in¬ 
stance, he likely' to fruit with Victoria 
and Early Prolific as its immediate neigh¬ 
bours, and similarly with regard to the 
others? Some of the varieties are self- 
fertile, I understand, but. one or two are 
not. Kirke’s Plum fruits satisfactorily 
in a neighbouring garden on a wall facing 
cast. Would this justify me in attempt¬ 
ing to grow such varieties as Stint and 
Early Transparent in a similar position? 
The soil is quite suitable.— A. A. 

[Tour selection is good as far as crop¬ 
ping is concerned, all fruiting well, 
whether grown in proximity to one 
another or in Isolated positions. As re¬ 
gards quality, we do not care for the 
variety last-named on your list, and 
would suggest that Grand Duke, which is 
much more richly flavoured and equally 
as prolific as Monarch, be substituted for 
it—he., if you require a late kitchen 
Plum. If you prefer one suitable for 
either purpose, there is Coe's Golden 
Drop, one of if not the richest flavoured 
late Plum in existence. Agnin, if it is 
a regular succession you require, elimi¬ 
nate Stint, and select Lnxton’s Utility in¬ 
stead. The latter Is a rielily-flavoured 
variety, good either for cooking or eat¬ 
ing, and remarkably prolific.] 

Apples.— Apple-picking is nearly finished 
in this district, and while on high, exjiosed 
situations the heavy gales were responsi¬ 
ble for the falling of a large percentage of 
fruit, in the more sheltered spots the crop 
is good and of excellent quality. It is very 
gratifying to note this plentiful crop, be¬ 
cause, as times are, anything that provides 
a good supply of wholesome food is very- 
acceptable. As noted recently in Gaiiuen- 
ixa, there is no doubt one might plant and 
cook the best quality Apples requiring little 
or no sugar rather than so many of the 
Warner’s King type, but the majority of 
the best varieties are hardly ready just 
yet, and one has to wait until mid-autumn 
to have them iu perfection. I have a 
variety which is not at its best until the 
middle of November, but from that time 
onward until the New Year is well ad¬ 
vanced It is a splendid cooker; in fact, this 
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and Blenheim (of which, fortunately, there 
Is a heavy crop) supply all that is required 
alike for eating and cooking. In a raw- 
state the unknown is decidedly 1 letter than 
the Blenheim, being a yellow-fleslicd, 
sugary Apple with a pleasant flavour, re¬ 
minding one a little of that superexeellent 
variety Cornish Gilliflower. The loss 
alluded to above, as exiierienced in some 
places from the heavy gales, emphasises a 
note in a recent number of Gardening ns 
to the advisability of providing shelter 
wherever practicable for the better class 
and most useful Apples, and in the ease of 
small orchards to plant bnsh trees rather 
than trees that in the time to come would 
be influenced by strong gales. I see some 
of the daily papers which pose as horticul¬ 
tural experts are writing about this type 
of tree and cordons os something new, 
whereas their value has been insisted on 
by the best of the gardening journals for 
many years.—E. B. S., Hardwick. 

Root-pruning fruit-trees.— I do not con¬ 
sider it a waste of labour, but decidedly 
a necessary operation if the best results 
are wished for in the case of trees mak¬ 
ing a lot of gross, unfruitful wood ; and 
this is more esiiecially necessary with 
trees gnowing in good deep soils. One 
might wait many years for a tree that is 
making gross, unfruitful wood to come 
into a fruitful condition. The following 
Is a case in point:—When I came here I 
found a dozen bush Apple-trees planted 
on a border in the vegetable garden. I 
was told they had been planted six or 
seven years, and hud never fruited. They 
were fine large trees, and looked in the 
best of health—in fact, too much so. 
They were making a lot of gross, un¬ 
fruitful wood each year. These trees 1 
root-pruned in the autumn of 1015, and 
this year I gathered many bushels of 
first-class fruit from them. 1 believe 
the trees would never have fruited satis¬ 
factorily if root-pruning had not been 
resorted to. At the same time, I believe 
that the necessity arising for root-prun¬ 
ing fruit-trees can be obviated to a great 
extent when planting the trees. The aim 
should he to keep the roots as near to 
the surface as possible, and prevent them 
striking downwards by placing slates 
under them.—E. W. G. 

Grape Grizzly Frontignan _I recently 

paid a visit to a well-known Midlothian 
garden, and in one of the vineries there 
1 renewed my acquaintance with a rod of 
Grizzly Frontignan, which I planted about 
twenty-five years ago. This Grape is of 
no use to the exhibitor; indeed, to the 
average grower the small, almost shoulder¬ 
less bunches would not appeal j But by 
those who appreciate a richly-flavoured 
and perfumed Grape, Grizzly Frontignan 
is admitted to be one of the best varie¬ 
ties grown. Although the hunches are 
small, the berries are of medium size, and 
the variety ought to have the warmest end 
of the Muscat-house. It seems to prefer 
more moisture than the general run of 
Vines. An experienced cultivator once 
told me that a rod planted out ill the store 
was more satisfactory than those in the 
Muscat-house.— Scot. 

Crease-banding.—Those who make a 
practice of grease-banding fruit-trees for 
the purpose of intercepting the passage of 
the female winter moths when on the way 
up the trees for the purpose of egg laying, 
should always use grease-proof paper for 
winding round the stems of the trees, 
ordinary paper ticing of no use as the 
grease and the constituents it contains 
jienetrate it and injure the bark. Stakes 
to which any trees may be fastened should 
lie well dressed with grease near to the 
ground. The grease should, ns soon as 
the surface is seen to be hardening, be 
renewed. 


OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

GARDEN CACTUS DAHLIAS. 

It is high time the National Dahlia 
Society and other Dahlia societies 
throughout the country began to discri¬ 
minate between the exhibition Cactus 
Dahlias and those specially suited for the 
garden. A few years ago I began to de¬ 
vote attention to the cultivation of cer¬ 
tain types oMhe Dahlia, and after seeing 
the showy displays of the Cactus Dahlias 
at the, exhibitions of the National Dahlia 
Society, I went home each year very 
favourably impressed with their beauty. 
In pursuing the matter further, however, 
I received a somewhat rude shock, for on 
visiting the nursery of one of our largest 
southern growers, to make notes of what 
in my opinion were the better varieties 
for one to grow, I was surprised to find 
that comparatively few of these showy 
exhibition Cactus Dahlias were worth a 
place in the gardens of those who desired 
a bright and attractive display. I asked 
to ho shown varieties that produced their 
flowers on still', erect footstalks, well 
above tlie foliage, and few indeed of the 
later and more jiopular exhibition sorts 
appeared to possess this very essential 
element. 

During the present season I visited two 
nurseries where Dahlias In great variety 
were grown, and again my disappoint¬ 
ment from a garden jioint of view was 
most pronounced. Exhibition Cactus 
Dahlias—and there were many of the 
newest kinds—were most disappointing. 
With few exceptions all the blooms hung 
their heads, and In order that one could 
see the beauty of individual flowers it 
waS accessary to lift each oqe in turn. 
When viewed from a short distance, the 
plants were most uninteresting. I made 
the remark to the growers of the two dis¬ 
plays in question that' raisers of the ex¬ 
hibition Cactus Dahlias, in* more recent 
years especially, had taken a retrograde 
step, ami that unless the backward move¬ 
ment was checked, and that very siieedlly, 
it would be necessary to begin all over 
again. It would appear that the work of 
rattier more than twenty-five years that 
had been carried on since the Cactus 
Dahlia was first introduced was largely- 
lost, If, after all this effort, raisers could 
show us nothing better for the garden 
than the weak-necked, short-stemmed, 
toil-heavy flowers that nowadays more 
generally characterise the Cactus Dahlias 
of the exhibitor. 

It must be disnpiiointing to visitors to 
an exhibition of Dahlias, who, becoming 
enamoured of the Cactus Dahlias because 
of their quaint and curious forms and 
beautiful colours, order a set of the more 
interesting and attractive kinds, to find 
in the following flowering season plants 
lacking most of the elements that go to 
make an attractive garden plant. The 
National Dahlia Society now differen¬ 
tiates between Cactus Dahlias for exhi¬ 
bition and those for garden display. Tlie 
large exhibition Cactus Dahlias are usu¬ 
ally shown on a wire framework when 
set up at tlie shows, whereas the garden 
Cactus Dahlias have to be shown on 
flowering-stems, and no artificial supports 
are allowed. This Is as it should be. 
One well-known raiser with whom I was 
discussing this matter will not consider 
any Dahlia flower with favour unless it 
has a long, erect flower-stalk. 

D. B. Chase. 

Iligbgate. N. 


Coddling Tufted Pansies. — A good 
many people go to a deal of trouble in 
preparing cuttings of Tufted Pansies, who 
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afterwards confess to failure with them, j 
This, in not a few instances, may be 
traced to two things—vi/,., insufficient 
drainage and badly-ventilated frames. 
Drainage for these soft-wooded plants is 
important—a layer of ashes below the soil, 
which should be sandy or gritty in char¬ 
acter. Only in very severe weather 
should the lights be closed. In mild 
weather the sashes should be so arranged 
as to admit air top and bottom.— Lea- 
HtJ RST. 


APENNINES WINDFLOWER IN GRASS. 
This never fails me, and this year has 
been prettier than e'ver. Roth the white 
and blue forms increase freely in meadow 
Grass mown for liny twice a year. The 
only drawback is shortness of time of 
bloom. I have no shady, cool slojies to 
prolong the season. It has been in the 
came turf for over twenty-live years ami 
never goes hack. W. 


of shades between a primrose and a dark 
maroon. One of my favourites is a deep 
orange with a maroon blotch. The Salpi- 
glossis are best by themselves, also the 
Godetias, and, in the case of the latter, it 
is advisable to mix different sorts alike in 
variety of height and colour, that is, for 
large beds. In the case of smaller beds 
each can have its colour in crimson, rose, 
or white, as may he deemed advisable.— 
I E. R. S„ Harduick. 

Burning garden rubbish.— The time of 
tlie year is with us wfien every opportunity 
should lie taken to leave the garden in such 
a condition that when spring arrives the 
soil will be suitable for sowing and plant¬ 
ing. With this in view it is desirable that 
all garden rubbish should he gathered to¬ 
gether and burnt, and the ground dug and 
left rough. Potato haulm, Cabbage 
stumps, and old Pea and Bean sticks 
should be pulled up and the old material 
burned on the first dry day. Some people 


its large lilac flowers and dark-stemmed 
foliage. Another favourite variety in this 
section is Esther, producing on long sprays 
dense masses of tiny light rose flowers. 
Other Lute flowers are furnished by one or 
two of the Nova* Anglia* section, Mrs. 
Raynor and Mrs. Wlight, the contrast be¬ 
tween the rich crimson and the deep purple 
being very marked. Again, some of the 
newer of the Amelins section are con¬ 
siderably later than the type. I liave 
never grown any of the new doubles. They 
ap|>eor to be annually Increasing in num¬ 
bers, and it will soon be a question witli 
them, as with the singles, of a thorough 
weeding out, and retaining only the very 
best. It may be noted that the twiggy 
Pea-sticks have proved very* satisfactory 
supports for the taller Starworts.—E. I!. 
S., Hardwick. 

The Pheasant’s-tail Crass (Ai>era nrun- 
dinaeea).—Grasses are not so popular as 
they should be. But few amateurs de- 



NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Experiments with annuals _The illus¬ 

tration on page .171 of the Ilound's-tongue 
among the Roses shows how a garden may 
lie beautified with annuals at a minimum 
of trouble and expense, and it is probable 
there are many places where, during the 
last two summers, the best and most en¬ 
during among them have been utilised to 
a far greater extent than ever before, 
either from choice or necessity. Some 
show to the best advantage alone, while 
others can be mixed together, this, where 
the arrangement is judiciously carried out, 
having very satisfactory results. I noted 
a bed this year with just a few plants of 
seedling Tobacco with a groundwork of a 
dwarf Mignonette and Linurn grandi- 
fiorum, and the effect was very pleasing. 
The Tobaccos also show to advantage on a 
groundwork of a dark Linaria or the 
annual GypsophiLn. The varieties of Tom 
Thumb Nnsturtium look best alone, and if 
one can work up a nice collection of free- 
flowering sorts in many different colours 
so much the better. There is any amount 
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The Apentiine Windflower in Grass. 

leave the cleaning up until well on into the 
New Year. This is a mistake, as, lurking 
amongst the refuse are enemies which, if 
left, will only npjiear another season in 
greater numbers. The remedy is a tire. 
In a similar manner, too, in and about 
herbaceous borders there is need for at¬ 
tention. All old shoots of Chrysanthe¬ 
mums, Michaelmas Daisies, Phloxes, 
Gypsopbilns, etc., should now lx* cut away 
amt the borders made tidy. This work 
ought to 1)0 taken in hand before hard frost 
comes, so that the borders may be dug and 
made tidy for the winter.— Woodbastwick. 

Late Starworts.— The value of tile lntest 
Starworts is very apparent in a season like 
the present, when a sharp frost has practi¬ 
cally destroyed everything else outside in 
the way of flowers. The small-flowered 
varieties of light, graceful habit, like 
graeillimus and Tradescanti, are, per¬ 
haps, the most acceptable, although there 
are some of the latest of the Novi Belgii 
section, like Miss Southall, of nearly the 
same season, which are also very useful, 
this variety especially being notable for 


vote any attention to thorn, and one may 
go through scores of gardens without see¬ 
ing any but a few of the most widely 
known, such as the Rrlzas, Stipa pin- 
uata, the old I’hnlaris (now much more 
seldom seen than before), Hordeum juba- 
tum, and, of course, the Gyneriums, 
Arundos, and Eulalias. The Pheasant’s- 
tail Grass is pleasing in the border and 
useful for decoration in autumn or winter. 
It has been called, without much over¬ 
praise, " the most elegant of all Grasses.” 
When it is fully developed the arching 
sprays are admired by everyone.—S. A. 

Flowers on railway banks _I was very 

glad to see Mr. Rigby’s note, page 554, 
re the above and his apt use of Edmund 
Burke’s words: “To make us love our 
country, our country ought to be lovely.” 
I wish these words "were printed in letters 
of gold on the walls of every school. It 
is painful to read so many remarks in 
letters and leaders in our newspapers de¬ 
scribing beautiful parks and gardens and 
woods as a waste of land, as if the world 
only needs bread-and-butter to make it 
worth living in.— W. J. Farmer. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

LOCAL APPLES IN SCOTLAND. 

In Gardening of September 29th, page 534, 
“ W. J. Farmer” makes some very sen¬ 
sible remarks about the quality of Apples. 
Making every allowance for different 
tastes, it is generally conceded that the 
■sweeter varieties of Apples, such as 
Cox’s, Ribston, St. Edmund’s Pippin, 
and such like, are the greater favourites, 
and the reason is quite apparent. The 
same with cooking varieties. What 
tempted me to notice the remarks of Mr. 
Farmer is to bear testimony to the value 
of many local varieties—in my case 
Scotch Apples—not found generally in 
trade lists, and that are far superior in 
their season to many kinds that are 
boomed and are very indifferent when 
compared with local varieties. Here I 
grow some half-dozen varieties because 
they require no sugar when cooked, but 
which are really dessert fruit. One 
variety that used to figure in one or two 
trade lists as Duffus Fenrmain is quite 
equal to a Ribston Pippin, a much heavier 
-cropper, and would, I think, be spoiled 
with the addition of sugar. Another, 
known ns Praiseworthy, although firmer 
in flesh, is quite a first-class fruit; also 
spoiled by sugar. Another, known ns 
Billiard Ball because of its appearance, 
is quite a mass of sweetness-. 

Mr. Fanner, 1 think, has overlooked 
some good early varieties when lie' re¬ 
marks that “it is seldom one can get a 
variety of Apple worth eating before the 
end of October.” Surely Irish Peach, 
the old Queen of England, YVhorle rip- 
pin, James Grieve, and that excellent 
Apple of American origin known as 
Benonl are overlooked. They are all in 
season before the end of October, and 
along with the three local varieties above 
named make a very useful early supply. 

I have always thought that the term 
"exhibition fruit” was loosely applied to 
many Apples, because it was evidently 
awarded to Apples for size or colour, 
neither of which has much to do with the 
flavour or eating quality of the fruit; 
and if Awards of Merit are distributed 
on that principle, then we will have still 
longer to wait for the more useful varie¬ 
ties Mr. Farmer favours—viz., Apples 
that naturally carry their own sugar. 

Wm. Oog. 

Duffus House Hardens, Elgin. 


DATES. 

Given a sufficient quantity of Dates, 
children will not crave for the chocolate 
sweets that are so irritating to the 
stomach. For the traveller and athlete, 
dates are a delicious and satisfying food. 
The following Date recipes have found 
favour, and, while highly nourishing, are 
applicable for summer menus:— 

Date and Apple fi.l;ff. —Two medium- 
sized Apples, one egg (the white of), three- 
quarter cun Dates. Select sweet, mealy 
Apples, and pare, quarter, and core them. 
Seed and wash the Dates. But the 
Apples and the Dates through a food 
chopper or chop very finely in a chopping- 
howl. Beat the white of the egg until 
stiff, and fold into the mixed Apples and 
Dates. 

Date marmalade. —Two mips Dates, 
half teaspoonful grated Lemon rind, half 
teaspoonful grated Orange rind, two tea¬ 
spoonfuls butter. Immerse the Dates in 
cold water. Remove the stones and wash 
in hot water. Cook the seeded Dates, 
grated Lemon and Orange rinds in two 
cups of boiling water until tender. Rub 
them through a colander and add the 
butter. 


Date and Walnut salad. —Select 
firm, well-shaped Dates. Immerse in cold 
water, remove the stones and wash in very 
hot water. Cool and dry between clean 
towels. Fill the centre of each date with 
a half of a Walnut.. Arrange the dates 
on garnished individual salad plates, 
allowing six Dates to each serving, and 
pour over them a rounded tablespoonful 
of cream mayonnaise or other salad dress¬ 
ing .—Good Ilealth. 


NUTRITIVE VALUE OF BANANAS. 
The Banana is more'nutritious than the 
majority of other fruits, and in tropical 
countries is highly valued as a food, 
affording the chief support of the people. 
The amount of albumen contained in a 
pound of Bananas is about the same as 
that found in a pound of Rice, and the 
total nutritive value of one pound of 
Bananas is only a trifle less than that of 
an equal quantity of beefsteak. The un¬ 
ripe fruit, which contains a considerable 
percentage of starch, is often dried in tlie 
oven and eaten ns bread. Thus prepared, 
it may be kept for a long time, and is very 
serviceable for use on long journeys. 

A pleasing dessert. —Use four Bananas 
and one cup of whipped cream. But the 
Banana through a colander, beat to n stiff 
froth, and serve with the whipped cream. 

Baked Bananas arc also good. The in¬ 
gredients are: Six Bananas, one egg, and 
two tablespoonfuls of breadcrumbs. Re¬ 
move tlie skins from the required number 
of Bananas and scrajie to remove all tlie 
fibrous portions next to the skill. Bent an 
egg and add to it two tablespoonfuls of 
milk or water. Dip the Banana into the 
beaten egg. then into toasted breadcrumbs. 
Place on an oiled pan and bake in a 
moderate oven thirty.to forty minutes, or 
until perfectly tender.— Good Health. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Cooking Scorzonera _I shall be very 

much obliged if you can lot me know 
through your paper how to cook Scor- 
zonera. My gardener has grown it this 
year; but, unfortunately., the cook has 
never had any before.— Ignoramus. 

[Scorzonern is delicious when partly 
boiled and then fried in butter afterwards 
or braised in rich stock. Perhaps some 
of our readers may be able to add further 
recipes for the cooking of this valuable 
vegetable.] 

Sugar Beet. —Can any reader tell me 
the best way of cooking Sugar Beet and 
of extracting the sugar from it?—W. M. 
Crowfoot. 

- I, in common with many more, 

this year sowed some seeds of this veget¬ 
able, hoping to make use of the roots 
for sweetening. I recently tried some of 
the roots, nud, while they certainly do 
sweeten to some extent, they leave a 
rather strong flavour of the Beetroot 
behind, which has deterred me from mak¬ 
ing any further use of them in this direc¬ 
tion. As a vegetable it is excellent. I 
shall be much obliged if any reader will 
kindly inform me whether it is possible 
to obtain the sweetening effect without 
the added flavour, and bow it is to be 
secured? I boiled the roots, then cut them 
in slices, and stewed with tlie fruit, tak¬ 
ing it out before serving.—F. YV. Robin¬ 
son. 

Nuts are in season.—Do not forget, 
now that Nuts are to be bad in plenty, 
that a small dish of these- chopped up 
finely (or even put through the mincing- 
machine) makes a delicious substitute for 
jam with milk or any other plain pudding. 
A Ric-e pudding sprinkled with chopped 
Walnuts or a boiled Maize pudding made 
with the addition of a quarter of a pound 
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of minced Cobnuts becomes transformed 
from the ordinary homely dish to quite an 
elegant one. To save tlie sugar at break¬ 
fast I am serving ehopiiod Nuts with the 
porridge as well, and everyone says that 
the idea is highly successful. 

Parsnip soup. —After much experiment¬ 
ing I evolved the*following recipe for 
Parsnip soup, which very much modifies 
the flavour and makes a most excellent 
soup. It is made as follows :—Four good 
Parsnips, two pints of water, one pint of 
milk, half a teacupful of sago, c-urry and 
a little salt. Boil the Parsnips with the 
water and milk for two hours and then 
sieve. Add the curry, which has been 
moistened with a little hot water, and 
the sago, and boil for twenty minutes. If 
any of the soup is left over, it is even 
improved by being warmed up and is 
more creamy the second day.—II. G. II., 
Harden. 

The Prune. —Prior to tlie year 1870, 
France was the greatest Prune-producing 
country on the globe; in fact, it was prac¬ 
tically tlie only country where tiic Prune- 
growing industry had attained any magni¬ 
tude. About tliis time, however, an ad¬ 
venturous Frenchman named Peiler set 
sail for America, settling eventually in 
California. He brought with him a single 
Prune-tree, which lie planted, simply as a 
reminder of his home in France, provided 
it took root and thrived, and without any 
thought that he was destined to go down 
in history as tlie pioneer in one of tlie 
greatest Industries on the Pacific coast. 
He took good care of the lone specimen 
and was delighted to observe that it re¬ 
sponded to the climate of California. From 
this humble beginning tlie Prune-growing 
industry of California was bora later to 
spread further north into Oregon and some- 
parts of Washington. From Belief's one 
lonely Prune-tree has grown tlie present 
enormous Prune-growing business of Cali¬ 
fornia, with thousands of acres devoted to 
tlie fruit under cultivation and a produc¬ 
tion of from 150.000.000 to 200,000.000 
pounds annually .—American Gardening. 

Turnip Chirk Castle Black Stone. — 
There are few varieties equal to this for 
winter. It is one of the hardiest varie¬ 
ties grown, and remains good in the soil 
after a severe winter. It well repays cool 
storage, as then the flavour is excellent 
and the bulbs remain solid. I have for 
years grown this variety to keep up the 
supply through early spring. Even when 
the roots are small they keep well and are 
of good flavour. If left in the ground, a 
little soil should lie drawn up to the bulbs 
on each side of the row.—F. 

Pe-tsai.—I am informed by a lady who 
lived for some years in China that Pe-tsai 
is the ordinary Cabbage of the country. 
“It is cooked and eaten in the same way 
as our English Cabbage, and is very good 
boiled and mixed with a little butter, salt, 
and pepper. It is not eaten raw.” 
Another informant who lias also lived in 
China says the lower classes leave the 
Cabbage to rot in the sun, and mix it 
with their Rice.—K. M. 

Medlars, gathering {H. —It is best 

to allow Medlars to hang on the trees till 
early in November before gathering them, 
as, unless they are fully matured, they 
are flavourless and worthless. To make 
Medlar jelly tlie fruits must be quite ripe 
—they need not be mellow. 

Planting fruit-trees. —When the trees 
are close at hand and can Ik- at once 
planted, the work may he commenced in 
the middle of October, if the trees are 
not very large. If carefully planted in 
damp weather, they do not lose their 
foliage when replanted.— W. J. Farmer. 

Apple Baumann’s Red Reinette —This 
Apple does not appeal to me. There are 
so many infinitely superior in every aspect 
that it is not worth a place in the garden. 
—W. J. Farmer, ii ! I 
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the milder counties to a height of at least 
15 feet. The leaves are shaped lilre those 
of the Portugal Laurel, but thicker in tex¬ 
ture, brighter, and much glossier. It is 
not suitable for cold districts. 

Q. densiflora is the Tan Bark Oak of 
California and Oregon. It grows there to 
a height of 50 feet or more, and makes 
good progress here in sheltered places, but 
is rare. The leaves are bright green above 
and covered by a dense, felty growth 
of grey hairs beneath. The male in¬ 
florescences are conspicuous catkins, each 
3 inches to 4 inches long. 

Q. c.r. aura, from Japan, is a bush or 
small tree with glossy, rather light green 
leaves of Laurel-like character. It forms 
a shapely bush in the milder parts of the 
country, and is a useful evergreen for a 
sheltered position. 

Q. Ir.E.x, the Ilolm or Evergreen Oak, of 
the Mediterranean region, is well known 
as a handsome tree with a wide-spreading 
head when growing in the open and a tall 
trunk when drawn up by other trees. The 
leaves vary a good deal both in size and 
shape on the same tree. The leaves of 
young trees are often different in size and 
outline from those of mature specimens. 
It withstands considerable exiKisure to sen 
breezes and bears pruning well. On this 
account it is sometimes used for hedges. 
The variety Q. I. Itallota bears sweet 
Acorns, which are sometimes used as food. 
There are several other varieties which 
arc distinguished from the type by the 
size and slnty* of the leaves. 

Q. I'liu.i.YR.EOinFs. —This, from Japan, 
is one of the hardiest Evergreen Oaks and 
one of the most attractive. It usually 
forms a xhaiiely bush and may attain a 
height of 15 feet or 20 feet. In its native 
country it sometimes exceeds 50 feet in 
height, and may eventually do so here. 
In many res|>octs its foliage gives the same 
cheerful effect in the garden as that of the 
Holly. It is also a native of China and 
was introduced about 18151. 

Q. Surer, tlte Cork Oak, thrives in many 
parts of tlie south of England, though not 
generally hardy. A very line example 
existed a few years ago ill the gardens at 
Claremont, near Esher, and a number of 
tall trees grew some fifteen years ago in 
the gardens at Wimbledon Park. In 
general appearance it is much like the 
common Evergreen Oak, but is easily dis¬ 
tinguished by its thick, corky bark. For 
the south of England it is both ail orna¬ 
mental and an interesting tree. 

Q Vibrayana. — This Chinese and 
Japanese tree is usually seen as a hush in 
English gardens, where it is frequently 
called Q. bamhusatfolia. The leaves are 
narrower than those of other Evergreen 
Oaks, and it forme a distinctly ornamental 
bush. 

Q. WisLizKNii.—This is a Californian 
Oak with rather small, spine-margined 
leaves. In California it grows into n large 
tree, but in this country there are no large 
specimens. It has been known since 1874. 

D. 

[M iss Willmott sends us the following 
particulars about the Cork Oak we figure 
to-dayGirth just below where the two 
limbs divide, 17 foot 4 inches; girth of 
left-hand limb facing south, 12 feet; girth 
of right-hand limb facing south, 10 feet; 
extreme spread of two longest branches, 
13 feet 6 inches and 13 feet 3 inches re¬ 
spectively. It is said to have been there 
for at least 3.50 years.] 


ROTES AND REPLIES. 

The Monterey Cypress (Oupressus 
maerocarpa).—A good deal is to lie said 
for the extended planting of this Cypress 
in the milder parts of the country, espe¬ 
cially in the vicinity of the sea, for it 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

SOME EVERGREEN OAKS. 

The common Evergreen or Ilolm Oak is 
familiar in many places, more especially 
in the south of England, where it is repre¬ 
sented in numerous gardens by fully-de¬ 
veloped, handsome specimens, but there 
are others that are less well known, and 
it is to those that attention is specially 
directed. The Evergreen Oaks, to he seen 
at their best, require good loamy soil that 
is fairly deep, thougli they also grow well 
in lighter soil. As a rule, they are difficult 
to transplant unless they can be moved 
with a considerable ball of soil. Even then 


Q. agrifolia is a Californian species 
growing in that country to a height of 
between 70 feet and 90 feet. Here it is 
rare and much dwarfer, one of the best 
trees in the country, growing in Devon¬ 
shire, being scarcely 50 feet high. It has 
more or less rounded leaves, the largest 
barely 2 inches long, with spiny margins. 
Although introduced about the middle of 
Inst century it is uncommon. 

Q. ai.mfolia is a native of Cyprus, 
where it is known ns the Golden Oak on 
account of the under-surface of its thick, 
Alder-like leaves being covered by a dense 
golden felt. 

Q. cnRrsouris is a rare Californian 
tree of which small specimens only are 


The Cork Oak (Quercus Subcr) at Albyns, Essex. 


it is advisable to transplant at n time 
when the roots are active, such as towards 
the end of May or early in September. 
When a plant with a fairly heavy branch 
system has to bo moved it is wise to cut 
away some of the slidots In order that the 
roots may be relieved of as much work as 
possible until they' can recover from their 
disturbance. Tlie following Evergreen 
Oaks are of interest:—• 

Quercus acuta.— This is a Japanese 
syiecies forming in its native country a 
small tree 30 feet or so high, but usually 
of bush habit here. In the milder parts 
of the country it exceeds 12 feet in height, 
forming a handsome, shapely bush. It 
was originally introduced in 1878. 
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found in this country. In California it 
grows about 50 feet High, with d large 
head and short trunk. Tlie leaves are 
peculiar by reason of their glossy, dark 
green upper surface and golden under sur¬ 
face. 

Q. coocifera, known as Kermes Oak, is 
a close-growing hush from the Mediter¬ 
ranean region. Usually of stunted appear¬ 
ance, it forms a dense bush up to 10 feet 
or so high, with small, glossy leaves and 
spiny margins. The Acorn-cups are very 
distinct by reason of their dense covering 
of spiny scales. It is a very interesting 
Oak well worth planting where a slow- 
growing evergreen is desired. 

Q. cusfidata, from Japan, reaches in 
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withstands a good deal of wind oven when 
fully exposed, and is suitable alike for 
single specimens, groups, or for woods 
and plantations. A native of Monterey 
County, California, it there occupies a 
very restricted area, being confined prin¬ 
cipally to two groves. It was introduced 
in 1838, and many fine examples exist in 
the south-west counties. When grown 
close together it develops a fine trunk, 
with strong serviceable timber; but 
when planted as an isolated specimen it 
often forms a short trunk, branched fairly 
low down, with a rather flat, spreading 
head. The leafage is a bright shade of 
green, and a well-developed, healthy tree 
is pleasing. Unfortunately, it is a diffi¬ 
cult subject to transplant, and many 
losses occur even amongst plants 12 inches 
or so high, while examples 3 feet high 
moved from one position to another almost 
always fail. For this reason plants are 
often kept in pots until they can he placed 
in permanent places, or, if they are raised 
in nursery borders, they are removed to 
their final positions when from 9 inches to 
12 inches high. Fortunately, it is not 
fastidious ns to soil, for it thrives in light 
and heavy loam, and even in clay. Once 
established, growth is very rapid, and 
fine specimens are formed in a few 
years.—D. 

The Western American Larch (Larix 
occidentalie).—Some attention has been 
directed to this Larch during the Inst few 
years for forest planting in this country, 
as up to tlie present it does not appear to 
have been affected by the Larch canker 
fungus, which attacks the common Larch 
so seriously in some districts. So far as 
its commercial value is concerned it would 
appear to be unite as useful as the Euro- 
!>ean Larch, for it grows quite as large 
and the timber is as good in quality. Under 
the most satisfactory conditions when 
growing in British Columbia and Oregon 
it attains a height of 200 feet, or sometimes 
more, with a trunk diameter of 7 feet or 
8 feet. It is not easily distinguished from 
the common Larch by its leafage alone, 
but when in cone it can tie readily identi¬ 
fied by the long hair-like bracts which pro¬ 
trude from the scales. The greatest diffi¬ 
culty in securing large quantities of plants 
in this country lies in the fact that as soon 
as ripe the cones open and shell their seed, 
therefore if not collected during the two 
or three weeks the cones are ripening, the 
whole crop may be lost. In addition, it is 
necessary to rely on imjiorted Seeds, for 
although large crops of cynes arc matured 
ill til is country, the seeds are almost in¬ 
variably sterile. Growing side by side 
with the common Larch the annual growth 
of the two trees seems to he about the 
same, and. compared with the Japanese 
Larch (L. leptolepis), it is slower growing. 
Vigorous young trees, however, have been 
known to add from 2 feet to 3 feet to their 
height in a season.—D. 

The Kerria. —This—half climber, half 
hush—is a grand old plant for a sunny 
wall or border, coming to full beauty in 
May, when its golden-yellow blossoms 
give a wealth of warm colouring that is 
very cheering. Unlike some shrubs, it 
does not take a long time to become estab¬ 
lished, and if planted this autumn, the 
probability is that one will be rewarded 
with some bloom next year. It may bo 
described as a “ cottage’-door ” shrub, in¬ 
asmuch as one meets with it frequently 
in the country; but it does almost as well 
in suburban gardens.— Townsman. 
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INDOOR PLANTS. 

NOTES ON GREENHOUSE ULANTS. 
Erica Hekgiana. — I have seen no mention 
made of this Cape Heath for many years, 
and, therefore, conclude that it lias shared 
the fate of so many of its nenr relatives 
and gone out of cultivation. It is a pity 
that plants so beautiful and distinct should 
be practically unknown to the modern race 
of gardeners. This is by no means one of 
the most difficult of the family to cultivate. 
On the contrary, it is as easy to maintain 
in health as some of tile plants eommouly 
secn nowadays. I have always maintained 
that the man who can grow a good Cycla¬ 
men or Primula would have mi difficulty 
with Cai>e Heaths, the beauty of the 
majority of them being quite unknown to 
the younger generation .of plant growers. 
How many gardeners under sixty years of 
age have ever seen such kinds as Massoni, 
ferruginea, nobilis, Parmentieriana, and 
Victoria? Very few, I think. I know that 
they require the heat culture and very 
great attention, but no gardener worthy 
of the name would grudge giving ail that 
is required to keep these line greenhouse 
plants in health. 

Fuchsia Mrs. Marshall. — Very few 
varieties of Fuchsia have been in such 
favour with market growers as Mrs. Mar¬ 
shall. It possesses, in a rare degree the 
qualities which are essential for early 
flowering. The habit is compact,' the colour 
of the flower is good, the foliage broad, and 
it responds freely to artificial warmth in 
early spring. Propagation is done in early 
autumn from plants that'are maintained 
in free growtli by liberal culture and pick¬ 
ing off all flower-buds. They arc put into 
small pots quite early in the year and are 
brought along in a moderate temperature, 
coming into prime condition in May. There 
may be others as good for this purpose as 
tlie above, but 1 do not see how it can be 
beaten. 

Lapagerias. —This is the time of year 
when Lapagerias push up their Asparagus- 
like shoots on which the healthy life, and 
blooming capnclty of the plant depend. If 
they fall to appear, or something happens 
to them, tlie crop of bloom must be short. 
Snails and slugs are inordinately fond of 
them, and as they sometimes make their 
appearance in a single night a strict watch 
must be kept. A Lamp-glass placed over 
the young growth will protect for a time, 
but this does not ensure perfect safety un¬ 
less wadding—the rough side upwards—is 
tied round it. Destructive rather than pre¬ 
ventive measures are, however, preferable. 
A good plan is to damp the plant and 
bottom of the house at the close of tlie day 
and visit with a light late in the evening. 
The moist atmosphere causes them to come 
out of their lurking places, especially if 
some bran, which they seem to love more 
than anything, is scattered about. 

Arum Lilies. —The labour incurred in 
repotting annually or planting out for the 
summer docs not affect me, for I will have 
none of it. My system is simplicity itself, 
for I do not in any way disturb the plants 
unless for increase. They are in the same 
pots they were four years ago, and they 
will remain in them for another season or 
two. When the foliage dies off I turn them 
on their sides in full sun until the end of 
August, when they are stood up to catch 
the rain. The growths are now (Septem¬ 
ber 24th) about 1 foot high, and I shall 
give them one good soaking of manure- 
water, which will carry them nloug until 
early spring. J. Cornhill. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Helxine Solieroli (syn. Solierolia 
Corsica).—Will you kindly tell me about 


this? Where does it come from, what 
family does it belong it, does it ever 
flower, can one obtain seed anywhere, 
and wiiat is tlie best treatment for it? 

1 ask all these questions knowing that it 
will put up with almost anything, and, 
being so accommodating, I should like to 
know more about it.—A. W. 

[This, a native of Corsica, belongs to 
the Nettle family. The insignificant 
blooms are greenish, so that, unless care¬ 
fully looked for, they are not noticed. 
Though tlie (lowers are so insignificant, 
seeds are freely produced. We saw it 
some years ago flowering freely under¬ 
neath a greenhouse stage on which some 
plants were standing. After a time tlie 
ground was completely carpeted with this 
little creeping plant. Of course, under 
such conditions tlie plants were somewhat 
drawn, but the effect was very pleasing, 
reminding one of tile Selaginella, which 
is usually employed for this purpose. 
We have also seen It used in the summer 
flower garden as a carpeting plant. We 
cannot find seed of it offered in any list 
we have by us.] 

Tropaeoium azureum. —At one time this 
Tropteoluui was met with far more fre¬ 
quently than it is now. Perhaps its 
scarceness is due to a great extent to the 
fact that it is by no means of robust 
growth. It is a native of Chili, having 
been introduced therefrom about seventy- 
five years ago. Belonging to tlie tuberous- 
rooted section, it requires much the same 
treatment as the better known T. tricolor, 
but is loss vigorous in growth. The 
flowers, which are of a pleasing shade of 
light blue with a paler centre, are without 
the long spur of T. tricolor. This Tropieo- 
lum goes to rest in the early part of tlie 
summer, during which time it should be 
kept dry. Then, towards the end of July, 
the tubers must be shaken clear of the old 
soil and repotted in a mixture of loam and 
leaf-mould, with some silver sand. If tlie 
loam is of moderate consistency the quan¬ 
tity used should be equal to that of the 
leaf-mould. Pots from 3 inches to 6 inches 
in diameter are very suitable for this 
climber. As witli T. tricolor, the shoots, 
when they first make their appearance, are 
very slender. They are, in tiiat stage, par¬ 
ticularly liable to Ik; attacked by small 
slugs. If some twigs are stuck into the 
l>ot the slender shoots will soon take 
possession of them and quickly thicken out. 
—W. T. 

Witsenia corymbosa. This South Afri¬ 
can Irid is interesting as being almost, if 
not quite, alone among the members of that 
order in forming quite a woody stem. 
Added to this it is a delightful feature in 
tlie greenhouse at this season, owing to its 
charming blue flowers. The main stem, 
though not many inches high, is of a stout, 
sturdy character, and, in its turn, produces 
several branches, which are furnished at 
the tips with small sword-shaped leaves 
arhanged in a fan-like manner. The 
flowers, which are borne in erect, branch¬ 
ing racemes just overtopping the leaves, 
much resemble those of a miniature Iris. 
In days gone by this Witsenia was a fami¬ 
liar feature in the collections of liard- 
wooded plants, but its rate of growth is 
much too slow to suit the present go-ahead 
days. It needs to be potted very tirmiv in 
a mixture of jient and sand, and does not 
like too much heat. Cuttings may be 
struck, but they take a long time to root. 
If put in during the summer and covered 
with a bell-glass no heat will be needed at 
first, but afterwards a gentle amount will 
assist the formation of roots. Introduced 
over a century ago, this plant was long 
known as above, but witli the desire for 
change, so prominent among our botanical 
authorities, it is now included in the genus 
Aristea.—K. R. W. 
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TIIE STORAGE OF POTATOES. 

Ii Is of great importance that all Potato 
crops should be stored under proper con¬ 
ditions. Even when every preeaution is 
taken, the wastage of Potatoes during the 
winter is considerable ; under bad condi¬ 
tions of storage it is very groat indeed, 
and may even amount to the whole crop. 
In order that the best methods may be 
adopted by small cultivators, those who 
have not had experience in the storage of 
Potatoes should know the chief causes of 
wastage. These causes are :—(1) Sweat¬ 
ing, heating, and consequent rotting: 
often due to insufficient ventilation. (2) 
Rotting: due to exposure ito rain or to the 
Potatoes being wet or immature when put 
into storage. (3) Injury from frost: due 
to insufficient protection from hard 
weather. (4) Decay: owing to disease in 
the tubers at the time of storage. Loss is 
also caused by the sprouting of the tubers 
in spring. It is not possible to prevent 
altogether losses from these causes, but, 
by using tbe best methods of storage, it is 
possible to reduce them very materially. 
This may be done by taking care to guard 
against loss from each of these causes:— 
(1) Sweating and heating occur if freshly- 
dug Potatoes are stacked in too large 
heaps so tliat air cannot circulate between 
the tubers. The risk of loss from this 
cause is greatest in the autumn imme¬ 
diately after the tubers have been lifted, 
and it is therefore important that Pota¬ 
toes when lifted should not be put in un¬ 
necessarily large heaps nor kept in an ill- 
ventilated shed or room. (2) Rotting 
from exposure to rain. —If Potatoes are 
lifted in wet weather, or are exposed to 
rain during storage, rotting is sure to 
occur. It is, therefore, necessary to pro¬ 
tect the stored Potatoes from rain. (3) 
Injury from frost. —Potatoes are easily 
damaged by frost, and if they become 
frozen their market value is destroyed. 
Therefore, every precaution must be taken 
to protect the tubers from frost. (4) 
There are several diseases of the Potato 
which destroy the tubers, and if diseased 
tubers are mixed with sound ones, disease 
may spread. Therefore, it is necessary to 
look over the Potatoes which are to be 
stored and to take care that even slightly 
diseased tubers are not stored with the 
sound tubers. Before storing grade the 
Potatoes, separating them into ware 
(large—above 2 oz. in weight), medium 
(seed size—1J oz. to 2 oz.), and small 
(chats). Very small, misshapen, and 
diseased tubers should be given to pigs or 
Poultry; but the diseased Potatoes .should 
not be given raw—they should first be 
boiled in order to prevent the germs of 
disease from getting into the manure and 
thence back on the land. Even after 
careful sorting some diseased tubers are 
sure to escape notice and to be mixed with 
sound tubers. To prevent disease spread¬ 
ing from them to the sound tubers it is 
advisable to sprinkle powdered quick¬ 
lime, or a mixture of quick-lime and 
flowers of sulphur, among the tubers. The 
sulphur helps to keep away vermin. 

Lifting. —The Potatoes should be ready 
for lifting as soon as the haulm has died 
down. To tell whether the crop is ready 
for lifting remove the soil from about a 
root, take up one or two tubers and note 
whether the skin is “ set ’’—that is, does 
not rub off easily. If tbe weather is wet 
they may be left for a time in the ground. 
In that case it is advisable to cut off and 
remove the haulm, as otherwise disease 
present in the tops might reach the tubers. 
Lift in dry weather and leave the tubers 
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on the ground only long enough for the 
•skins to dry. As the Potatoes are being 
picked up they should be sorted and 
graded and the diseased tubers removed. 
If part of tile crop is to be used for plant¬ 
ing next year the tubers of seed size 
should be sot aside for boxing. If none 
are to be kept for seed all tubers above 
1} oz. should l>e stored. The -sound tubers 
may either be clamped at. once, or If tbe 
quantity of Potatoes and tbe supply of 
labour allow of it the tubers should be 
spread in heaps near the clumping ground 
—in the driest part of the garden or field 
—covered with a layer of Bracken (Fern) 
or litter to give protection from rain, and 
picked over at intervals of two weeks. If 
this is done some tubers which appeared 
to be sound when lifted will be discovered 
to have become diseased. By the removal 
of such unsound tubers subsequent wastage 
will be greatly reduced. In ease of a nearly 
spell of frosty weather the heaps must be 
protected by means of a temporary covering 
of litter and earth. If this course is fol¬ 
lowed tlie final clamping as described 
below should be done about the end of 
November or in early December. 

Storage.— Where largo quantities of 
Potatoes have to be dealt with, a clamp or 
pie must be made; but for small quanti¬ 
ties a cool, dry, frost-proof shed is the 
best store. The Potatoes are spread in 
layers on the floor either directly or rest¬ 
ing on straw or bracken (Fern) or sack¬ 
ing. The depth of the layer of Potatoes 
must not be more than 2J feet, or the 
tubers may become heated and begin to 
sprout. Potatoes to be used for food 
should be covered with straw. Jitter, or 
sacking so as to keep out the light. The 
shed should be ventilated on all suitable 
occasions. During spells of specially hard 
weather every care must be taken to keep 
out frost—for example, litter may be scat¬ 
tered lightly and thickly over the heap. 
Where there is no shed suitable for use as 
a store and where the quantity of Pota¬ 
toes to bo stored is not too great, the 
tubers may be placed in thick bags and 
kept in a larder. Quick lime or lime and 
flowers of sulphur lightly sprinkled among 
the tubers will help to keep down disease. 
During late autumn, they should, if pos¬ 
sible, be looked over once a fortnight and 
diseased tubers removed. In .winter old 
Slicking thrown over the sacks will pro¬ 
tect the Potatoes from frost, and in very 
severe w.eathor extra covering should lie 
put on at night and removed in the morn¬ 
ing or at all events at the end of the 
frost. In many small houses there is 
space beneath the roof which in the 
absence of more convenient storage-room 
may tie used. The Potatoes should be put 
into boxes and tbe boxes stood on boards 
on tlie rafters and covered with old sack¬ 
ing or with several layers of crumpled 
newspapers. The Potatoes should be in¬ 
spected occasionally and diseased tubers 
removed. In severe weather the boxes 
must be protected from frost. If no more 
suitable place is available Potatoes may 
be stored in a cellar; but in that ease 
careful attention must be paid to ventila¬ 
tion, particularly during the first months 
of storage. Tlie door should be kept ojicn 
and the window also when tlie weather is 
not too rainy. If the cellar has a dry 
earth floor the Potatoes may be laid 
directly on it; but if the floor is damp 
tlie Potatoes may bo placed in boxes rest¬ 
ing on bricks: or a layer of straw may 
be laid on the floor and tlie Potatoes placed 
in shallow heaps 8 inches or 10 inches 
deep. The heaps should be covered 
lightly with straw or with dry Heather, 
bracken, or dry branches. The Potatoes 
should be looked over from time to time 
and diseased tubers removed. Storage in 


a clamp or pie is in many respects the best 
method, but it cannot be used if there is 
danger of loss by pilfering.— Food Pro¬ 
duction Leaflet fto. G. 

(To be concluded next week.) 


THE WEEK'S WORK. 

lx bloom October 30t u.—Abelia rupestris, 
Choisya ternuta, hardy Fuchsias (in 
variety), Escalloniu montevidensis, 
Genista tinctoria, Veronicas (in variety). 
Myrtle, Laurusi inns, Osmanthus itici - 
folius, Cvanotlius (in variety), Lavalera 
Glbia, Jasmin inn nudiflorum, Andromeda 
floribunda, Hypericums, Calycanthus 
florid us, Cterodendron trichotomum, Ber- 
beris (in variety), Desmodium penduli- 
florum, Polygala ; Chamwbuxus purpurea. 
Polygonum raceinifolium, Phygellus 
capensis, Sedtini spcctabile, Michaelmas 
Daisies (in variety), Uelianthus, Lobelia 
cardinalis, Pentstemons (in variety). 
Antirrhinums, Tufted Pansies (in 
variety), Stembergia lutea. Crocus 
spcciosits, Cyclamen liederiefolium. Ane¬ 
mone coronaria, Amaryllis Belladonna, 
Parochetus communis, Gysophila muralis, 
Saxifraga Fortunci, Androsace lanugi¬ 
nosa, Linarias, Armenia Laucheana 
rosea, OJnothcras (in variety), Convol¬ 
vulus mauritanicus, Mertensia echioides, 
dwarf Campanulas, Meconopsis cam- 
brica, •Erigeron mucronafus, Oinplialodes 
cappadociea, Verbena venosa. Salvia 
azurea grandi flora, S. Grcigi, Correa 
magnified. Ericas (in variety), Menzic- 
sias, China and Polynntha Roses (in 
variety). Clematis (in variety). Pampas 
Grasses. 

Thk week’s work. —As severe frosts 
may lie ex|iected at any time now, 
materials for protecting tender shrubs 
and plants have been got ready. To what 
extent protection has to lie carried out 
in a particular garden depends partly 
upon the species it contains and the 
locality. To cover plants unnecessarily, 
and so coddle them, is almost as bad as 
insufficiently protecting them, for when 
the protection is removed the growth is 
so tender as to !>e very susceptible to late 
spring frosts. Tender shrubs of moderate 
size may be protected by placing a few 
pieces of Spruce branches around them, 
inserting them firmly in the ground. 
Those that require more protection and 
are not too large may l>e encircled with 
a wire cage and packed, not too tightly, 
with bracken or long litter. Shrubs on 
walls that are likely to be injured only 
by very severe weather are easily pro¬ 
tected temporarily by placing reed mats 
or wattle hurdles in front of them. The 
hurdles are especially useful in the early 
spring for affording protection from cold 
winds and frosts. Tender herbaceous 
plants should l>e given a covering of 
finely-sifted ashes placed round the base, 
or, if further protection is required, as in 
the ease of Gunneras, the crown should 
be covered with straw nr bracken, which 
should lie well pegged down, this ensur¬ 
ing a neat and tidy appearance through¬ 
out the winter. Temporary shelter may 
l>e again required when this is removed in 
the spring. All Gladioli have now been 
lifted, tied in bundles, labelled, and bung 
up to dry preparatory to storing them for 
the winter. Salvia patens has been a 
mass of brilliant blue. No other blue- 
flowered plant can equal this Salvia for 
massing. The plants have now been 
lifted, put into boxes of sandy soil, and 
stood in a cool frame from which frost is 
excluded. During the winter they will 
be kept on tbe dry side, but not dried off. 

Perennial Lobelias are still flowering 
freely, and these will not be lifted until 
cut down by frost. A few tods have been 
prejmred for Roses, and planting will be 
proceeded with during fine weather. 
Situated in a district with a heavy rain¬ 
fall as we are, we seldom get ideal Rose- 
planting weather after tbe first weeks in 
November. The beds being small, one 
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variety only will be planted in each. The 
longer shoots on established Roses have 
been shortened to prevent the wind loosen¬ 
ing the plants at the roots. The thinning 
and pruning of Roses of the Rambler 
type are being proceeded with as fast as 
circumstances permit. The whole of the 
branches are unfastened and all, old and 
useless ones cut out. In replacing them 
avoid bunching tlie branches together, 
but arrange them so that they cover all 
sides of the support, taking care not to 
tie too tightly. Allow all the smaller 
side branches to hang free, as this gives 
a more natural efFeet. After this is 
finished give, if possible, a mulch of 
manure about the roots. 

F. \V. Gai.lop. 

Lilford Ifall Gardens, Oundle; Vorlhant.s. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Black Currants. —The bushes may now 
be pruned and the soil round about them 
manured and all made clean and tidy for 
the winter. The wood, especially in the 
interior, if crowded should bo well 
thinned out, getting rid as far as possible 
of the oldest and least fruitful, even 
going so far as to remove whole branches 
when such a proceeding appears neces¬ 
sary for the free admission of light and 
air. Branches when cut hack usually 
break well and push up strong growths 
from the base. It is such Wood which 
produces the finest fruit. Spur-pruning, 
which is necessary in the case of Red and 
White Currants, is not applicable in this 
case. If the hushes are slightly infested 
with big-hud, get rid of tile worst of the 
affected wood as far as possible; hut if 
the infestation is general they are not 
worth the trouble. The best thing then 
is to grub, hum them, and plant afresh 
in another part of the garden, procuring 
hushes from a non - infestixl source. 
Where a point is made of raising young 
stock at home the bushes may lie planted 
without further delay on deeplv-dug, 
well-manured ground. If the position is 
somewhat shaded it is in no wise detri¬ 
mental, as the Black Currant is rather 
partial to slight shade. The finest Black 
Currants I have ever seen were grown 
under similar conditions. The hushes 
should stand 5 feet apart in the rows, 
with a distance of (1 fret, between them. 
Until they require the whole of the space 
the ground between, when space is re¬ 
stricted, may, if necessary, lie lightly 
rropped, or it may lie planted with late 
Strawberries. Newly - planted hushes 
should he lightly mulched with litter, and 
old-established examples with the richest 
manure at hand. 

Currants and Gooseberries. — Home- 
raised bushes of both may lie planted at 
any time now, and the sooner it takes 
place the more quickly will they become 
established. See that there are no 
suckers pushing up from the base of the 
stems, cutting them dean out with a 
sharp knife if any should be found. 
Although suckers are needed in the case 
of Black Currants to replace older wood, 
they are undesirable in the case of the 
Bed and White Currants and the Goose- 
lierry, the stems of which should he quite 
clean for a foot or more ill height. The 
rows should lie fi feet asunder, and the 
hushes 5 feet apart in the rows. Afford 
a mulch of some description when plant¬ 
ing is completed. 

Raspberries. — Suckers taken last 
winter and grown on for forming a new 
plantation may, if the site has been pre¬ 
pared as advised, be planted forthwith. 
The old way of planting the stools some 
3 feet apart in the lows and training 
the growths to stakes 5 feet (o 0 feet in 
height and in rows 5 foot asunder is now 
seldom carried out, the usual method 
lining to plant the stools 2 feet apart in 
the rows and train the canes to a trellis 
some 5 feet to 5$ feet in height, and con¬ 
sisting of three wires strained tight. 
This is really the best way of growing 
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Rasplierries in a private garden. The 
trellis need not be more than 5 feet in 
height for autumn-fruiting varieties, and 
for Gooseberries also when grown on the 
three and five branched cordon principle. 
The rows in all three instances should 
stand 5 feet apart. 

Apples and Pears. —For the training 
of these, when grown as cordons in 
the open, the trellises should be 6 feet 
in height. These should lie erected at 
once, so that the trees can be planted as 
soon as received from the nursery, if 
growing either or both fruits in this way 
in the open is thought of. The same re¬ 
marks also apply where espalier-trained 
fruit trees are to he planted round 
the kitchen garden quarters. The trellis 
should consist of five wires, and stand 
5 feet above ground. Serviceable trellises 
can be erected with the aid of good strong 
Oak posts, wire, and straining-bolts by a 
rough carpenter or handy garden labourer. 
The posts will be rendered more durable 
if the butt ends arc creosoted or steeped 
in tar. Single-stemmed cordons of 
Apples and Pears should lie planted 2 feet 
apart, and espaliers 12 feet apart; and 
Gooseberries from 2 feet apart, accord¬ 
ing to the numlier of branches they 
possess. If hush or pyramid Apples, 
Pears, and Plums are to lie planted on 
the outer margins of kitchen-garden 
quarters to screen the latter from view, 
they should not Ire put nearer than feet 
from the walks, and stand from 10 feet 
to 12 feet apart. The latter distances 
will also serve for dessert and Kentish 
Red Cherries, hut Morellos may stand 
9 feet to 10 feet apart, if it is contem¬ 
plated growing them in this way in the 
open, a method which cannot lie too 
highly recommended when available wall 
space is restricted. They liear very heavy 
crops of fruit grown in this way. Red 
and White Currants for late use should lie 
grown as single and double cordons on a 
north-west nr northern aspect, and 
planted from 18 inches to 30 inches apart. 

Shrub and tree planting. —A start may 
now Ire made with this work, either in 
the way of rearranging existing shrub¬ 
beries, the planting of new ones, or the 
forming of groups of trees for effect. 
There is such a host of flowering shrubs 
now to select from that no excuse can be 
made for planting quantities of such as 
common Laurel, etc., as was at one time 
the rule. The same remarks hold good 
with regard to ornamental trees, and 
beautiful effects can Ire produced if they 
are judiciously disposed on lawns and in 
oilier parts of the pleasure-grounds. 
After so much wet weather most subjects 
should lift well. 

Bulb planting _The planting of such 

bulbs as are obtainable for the beautify¬ 
ing of Grass slopes, under trees, and 
other points of vantage during the early 
spring months should now Ire carried out. 
Anything approaching formality in the 
disposition of the bulbs must Ire avoided, 
as the more naturally this is done the 
better the effect. In planting on Grass, 
the turf should first be taken off, and re¬ 
turned after the bulbs are planted. As a 
rule, it is not necessary to remove very 
large pieces of turf in any one place, un¬ 
less large groups are to Ire formed, 
when the best way is to lift the turf over 
the whole area and relay it after plant¬ 
ing the bulbs. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Early Peach-house. —The new wood, 
being well ripened, the trees will now be 
pruned, cleansed, and trained. Before 
the trees are trained all the woodwork 
and glass will lie thoroughly washed with 
soft soap and hot water, and the walls 
dressed with lime. The trees are cleansed 
with Gishurst compound, using lj oz. of 
the specific to each gallon of water. This 
is applied with a soft brush, worked from 
the base to the ends of the shoots, to 
avoid injuring the buds. When washed, 


the trees are fastened neatly to the trellis, 
being careful to avoid overcrowding of 
the shoots. When this is completed, the 
borders will receive attention, removing 
2 inches or 3 inches of the surface-soil, 
afterwards applying a top-dressing of 
good loam to each barrowload of which 
has been added a 6-inch potful of bone- 
meal. Next a light mulch of manure 
from a spent Mushroom bed is applied, 
and the house is ready for starting. 
Houses ill which trees are grown for suc- 
cessional fruiting are ventilated freely 
and a little fire heat used to assist in 
ripening the wood which is still imma¬ 
ture. 

Fruit-trees in pots. —The repotting ami 
top-dressing of these must now ho at¬ 
tended to, but before proceeding to do 
this make a careful examination of each 
tree to ascertain what is necessary in this 
respect. With careful management fruit- 
trees continue to give good results for 
many years without employing larger 
pots. Young trees that are in a fruiting 
condition and not making too much wood 
may with advantage Ire shifted into larger 
pots. Fruit-trees growing in small pots 
need much attention in watering during 
summer, and it is, therefore, an ad¬ 
vantage to afford a liberal shift until the 
largest siijed pots are used, when the re¬ 
quirements of the roots may lie met liv 
frequent top-dressings and feeding. A 
suitable potting compost consists of good 
fibrous loam, well-decayed manure, wood 
ashes, and lime rubble. Where the soil 
is sweet arid the roots not cramped for 
space, repotting is not necessary; hut 
some of the top soil should lie removed 
and replaced with fresh rich compost, 
making it firm. The pots should lie 
plunged to the rims in leaves (if ashes 
to prevent them lieing broken liy frost. 
The 

Rotation of crops should receive con¬ 
sideration long liefore the time for sow¬ 
ing or planting arrives, so that the 
ground may Ire treated appropriately. A 
change of site is beneficial to most veget¬ 
ables, though there are exceptions, for 
good crops of Onions, Shallots, and Gira- 
soles may he cultivated successfully year 
after year on the same ground. In addi¬ 
tion to changing the kind of vegetable 
crop, it is advantageous for vegetables to 
follow Strawberries. Potatoes will do 
well for year's on the same piece of ground 
provided the soil is well worked and 
manured each time. Carrots, Parsnips, 
and Beet should follow crops for which 
the land was specially well manured, as 
the use of fresh manure is detrimental. 
The treatment of Celery brings the ground 
into a high state of cultivation, and most 
vegetables do well after it. The Cab¬ 
bage family and Turnips should not 
be allowed to follow each other, hut 
should generally succeed tap-rooted veget¬ 
ables. They may lie planted or sown 
again after a complete change of two 
crops. Though the soil does not require 
the addition of manure for tap-rooted 
vegetables, it is essential that it lie well 
worked to a good depth so that the roots 
may go down deeply. 

Celery. —The latest plants should now 
lie earthed up finally, doing this when 
the leaves are dry. Make the soil very 
fine as it is placed about the stems, and 
press it firmly as the work proceeds. 
Take care to leave the top foliage clear of 
the soil. 

Lettuces in frames _Should mildew 

appear on the leaves dust them lightly 
with flowers of sulphur, and whiten the 
soil with quicklime. Stir the surface of 
the soil occasionally, and remove every 
portion of foliage that has turned yellow. 
Tli® plants must lie protected from both 
frost and wet; but it is only necessary to 
put on the lights at such times. 

Forcing Asparagus. —If there is a plen¬ 
tiful supply of roots for forcing, 
Asparagus can be had from the end of 
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November until the outdoor Asparagus 
comes in. The roots may be forced in an 
ordinary forcing-house, in heated pits, or 
upon mild hotbeds; but at this season 
the foreing-houso is the most suitable. 
A moderate bottom-heat in some form is 
necessary, and as light a position as pos¬ 
sible should l>e selected for planting. In 
addition to hot-water pipes, it is advis¬ 
able to have a mild hotbed composed 
principally of fresh Oak or Beech leaves. 
When the leaves are l>eing placed in posi¬ 
tion they should 1* trodden firmly until 
the surface of the bed is within 18 inches 
or 2 feet of the glass. On this place 
about 3 inches or 4 inches of light soil, 
and on this the roots, covering to a depth 
of 3 inches. Give a good watering as 
soon as planting is completed. Great 
care should be exercised in lifting the 
roots, and they should not be exposed to 
the air long before placing them in the 
pit. 

seakale. —A few' of the earliest crowns 
have been lifted and laid on the top of 
the ground to prepare them for forcing. 

F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Lavender. —In 'the course of the week 
some cuttings of Lavender were put in. 
This is the best time at which to increase 
the stock of this by means of cuttings, 
which ought to be taken with a heel. The 
cuttings will do quite well if put in in 
lines, with a sprinkling of sand, into a 
border which is sheltered—at the foot of 
a wall for choice. They are less liable to 
be affected by vicissitudes of weather if 
dibbled into a cold frame; hut my own 
practice is to treat them similarly to cut¬ 
tings of Pelargoniums. The cuttings 
are inserted in boxes or pans in sandy 
soil, placed out-of-doors for a time, and 
then wintered in pits to which heat is 
applied during frosty weather. Treated 
in this way, the cuttings readily emit 
roots, make a certain amount of progress 
oven during the winter, and are ready for 
planting out when hardened off early in 
spring. 

Half-hardy plants _Such plants as are 

not quite hardy may now he protected by 
bracken, litter, or similar material, or 
they may be lifted, potted up, and placed 
in cool bouse or cold frame. Aloysia 
citriodora is a case in point. In the 
average winter it is quite safe out-of- 
doors in tuese gardens; but now and then 
there comes a severe frost which cuts 
the plants down to .the ground line. 
Generally speaking, when that happens 
the plants break away strongly from the 
collar in spring. It is, however, always 
considered advisable to lift a few' plants 
in case of accident. These are potted 
up into 7-incli or 8-inch pots and plunged 
in an ash bed in cold frames. These 
winter in a very satisfactory way, and 
when put into heat in spring soon furnish 
any amount of sturdy cuttings. 

Hardy Chrysanthemums. —In ordinary 
seasons the display of hardy Chrysanthe¬ 
mums is prolonged until the blooms are 
cut over by frost. This has been an 
extraordinary autumn, and the Chrysan¬ 
themums have been almost totally ruined 
by rain, although there has been, as yet, 
but little frost. There is not much to be 
gained by leaving them in such a case, 
and the "plants will shortly be cut over. 
Half-a-dozen stools of each variety will 
lie lifted and planted in a cold frame in 
order to nrovide a supply of cuttings in 
spring. Even in our comparatively mild 
climate Chrysanthemums cannot be relied 
upon to stand the winter, the moist con¬ 
ditions tending, perhaps, to rot the 
plants, while such as may survive very 
often fall a prey to slugs in spring. It 
is, therefore, much more satisfactory to 
lift a proportion and to winter them as 
advised. 

Dahlias _These have been very satis¬ 

factory, and a few degrees of frost having 
put an end to their effectiveness, the 
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plants have been cut down. It is advis¬ 
able to leave a foot or more of the stem 
when cutting over. When the roots are 
lifted they can be laid in the sun for an 
hour or two prior to storing, in order that 
the soil adhering to them (which need not, 
necessarily, be too neatly cleaned off) 
may dry. Dahlia tubers will keep quite 
well under the same conditions as < Pota¬ 
toes. In the case of named varieties tho 
labels should be firmly tied to the cut-over 
stems, or confusion is apt to arise should 
propagation be necessary in spring. A 
further trial has been given during the 
present season to some of the new'er 
Pseony-flowered varieties, and it has been 
found that those are not so obtrusive as 
others hitherto grown. Good, not too 
robust kinds were found in Bed Indian, 
Nicholas II., Corallina, and Hampton 
Court. Tile old Glare of the Garden still 
maintains—and deserves— its popularity, 
being very showy, and, by reason of its 
rigid stems, useful for cutting. 

Vegetable garden. —From now onward, 


under present circumstances, the work in 
connection with the kitchen garden will 
be pushed on as rapidly as possible. It 
is an old custom to endeavour to have, 
as we say, “ the back of the digging 
broken” by the end of November, and, 
where practicable, it is a custom which 
pays. During a spell of dry weather a 
short time ago a considerable amount of 
manure wheeling was done. This was 
afterwards spread in readiness for dig¬ 
ging, openings were taken out, and all 
made ready for a beginning. There will 
not ire quite so much trenching done as 
is usually tho case, hut the quarters in¬ 
tended for Onions will, as usual, Ice deeply 
worked. Where such work is being done, 
garden refuse may Ixi wheeled ami buried 
in the bottoms of the trenches as the work 
goes on. This is a good way of dispos¬ 
ing of such debris, and it is of ultimate 
value to the soil. During suitable 
weather, decayed and spent crops aro 
lieing removed. The dripping weather 
has resulted in a late crop of weeds, which 


SPECIAL REDUCED PRICES 



EARLY SCOTCH SEED POTATOES. 


BEES Ltd. are now completing 
lifting and grading, and find crops 
heavier and cleaner than usual. 

Instead of putting this extra profit 
into their own pockets they are 
reducing prices to customers. 

Orders are now being booked at 
prices quoted below for delivery * 
when ready. 

Orders already booked will also 
be executed at these reduced 
prices. 

Special Terms to Allotment 
Societies. 

Epicure (Scotch). An old favourite which produces very heavy 
crops, and has tubers of good size ready to lift very early ... 
Eclipse (Scotch). Splendid white round, very early, iiiallow 

eyes, good cooker. 

Eclipse. Once grown in Yorkshire . 

Sharpe’s Express (Scotch). A great favourite, very early; 

smooth skin, heavy cropper. 

Sharpe’s Express. Once grown in Lincolnshire. 

Sir John Llewellyn (Lines.) First c lass in every way . 

British Queen (Scotch). Remarkably fine, both as regards 
cropping and cooking dualities. A superb second early; 

keeps well. 

British Queen. Onco grown in Lincolnshire. 

Pioneer (Scotch). A greatly improved second early ; first-class 

cooker and cropper . 

IMMUNE SEED POTATOES. 

Bees Ltd. are licensed by the Board of Agricultnro to supply 
varieties suitable for planting in districts affected with Block 
Scab or vVart Disease. 

King George (Scotch). Although generally classed as a second 
early, this variety when grown from sprouted seed is ready 
for lifting as early as “ Sharpe’s Express ” or “Epicure.” 
It is an excellent cropper, does well everywhere, especially 
on medium and heavy soils. Owing to fh>t early immune 
sorts being practically unprocurable, "King George" is iu 

great demand os a first early. . 

Great Scot (Scotch). Second early, immense cropper, fine quality 
and flavour. Keeps as well as a main crop, strongly recom¬ 
mended. . 

Great Scot (Lincolnshire seed) . 

The Ally (Scotch). A second early immune variety with tuber of 
fine quality and shape, heavy cropper .,. 

(An excellent set of three potatoes for infected areas would he 
“King George,” "Great Scot,” and "Lochar” or "Templar." 
Prices of main crop sorts will be quoted later.) 


naibs. 

fcGlbs. 

281bs. 

141bs. 

'/lbs. 

15/- 

8/- 

4/4 

2/3 

1/2 

18/- 

9/6 

51- 

2/9 

1/6 

18/- 

9/6 

51- 

2/9 

1/8 

23/- 

12/- 

6/4 

S/3 

1/9 

21/- 

11/- 

5/10 

3/- 

1/7 

21/- 

11/- 

5/10 

31- 

1/7 

15/- 

8/- 

4/4 

2/3 

1/2 

15/- 

8 I- 

4/4 

2/3 

1/2 

21/- 

11/- 

5/10 

31- 

1/7 

18/- 

9/8 

51- 

2/9 

1/8 

18/- 

9/6 

51- 

2/9 

1/6 

16/- 

8/6 

4/3 

2/d 

1/4 

24/- 

12/3 

6/6 

3/6 

2/- 


Cost of Carriage. 


The above prices include cost of bags. 



1121bs. 

ceibs. 

Ht'lbS. 

lllbs. 

71l)S. 

Up to 50 miles 

... 1/3 

i/- . 

. -/8 

... -n .. 

. -/7 

„ 109. 

... 1/9 

1/2 ., 

1 /- 

... -/8 .. 

. -/7 

.. 200 „ 

Over 200 

... 2/4 

1/7 .. 

1/2 

-/II .. 

■n 

... 3/2 

2/1 

1/5 

... 1/- 

-n 


(To ascertain distance from Liverpool to your station look up passenger fare in time-table, which 
is calculated at about Id. per mile. Thus, if ordinary passenger fare is between 4/3 aud 8/4, the 
distance will be between 51 and 100 miles). 

Shallots. lib, 1/2, 3JIbs. 3/-, Tibs. 5/9, 14ibs. 10/6 Carriage paid. 

Onion Sets, lib. 2 /6. 2 Ibs. 4/6, 3lbs. 6/e. 41bs. 8/6, 5lbs. 10/6 Carriage paid. 

BEES Ltd., 175b Mill St., Liverpool. 
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it has impossible to deal with satis¬ 
factorily, so that they must remain until 
it is possible to bury them when the spade 
gets to work. 

Seakale. —The foliage yet remains quite 
green, but if early forcing be anticipated 
the strongest roots may Ire lifted and laid 
in in a handy jdaco at the foot of a wall 
or hedge. The check will assist in clear¬ 
ing the loaves off, and after a few degrees 
of frost the crowns can be placed in a 
gentle heat. Mistakes are occasionally 
made, and too much beat is given at lirst, 
with the result that the crowns some¬ 
times refuse to start, or, if they do, the 
growth is weak and unsatisfactory. It is 
much better to begin with quite a 
moderate heat, and to increase it by de¬ 
grees. The same remarks apply to Rhu- 
bard and to Asparagus. Of the three. 
Asparagus is, perhaps, the most easily 
forced. 

Under glass _As there is always the 

possibility of wet or broken weather 
round about this time, when out-of-door 
work cannot he pushed on, a beginning 
can lie made with the annual cleaning of 
glasshouses. Glass, woodwork, and iron¬ 
work should he thoroughly scrubbed with 
hot soapy water, followed by a brisk 
syringing or by the application of clean 
water from the garden engine. Any need¬ 
ful lime-washing should lie attended to at 
this time, and in the case of vineries or 
fruit-liouses generally an inch or two of 
the surface of the borders may with ad¬ 
vantage lie removed and a top-dressing of 
fresh soil lie applied. This will clear 
away any insects or their eggs which may 
have found winter quarters in the borders. 

W. McGoffog. 

Balmae Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


BEES. 

LANGSTROTH. THE “ BAR FRAME ” 
INVENTOR. 

Tins week we come to the second of the 
two most famous men of the world in api¬ 
culture—Rev. Lorenzo Lorraine Lnng- 
stroth, Congregation;!list Minister (born 
1810, died 1805). Like Huber, he showed 
a love of insect life at an early age ; but 
not until lie was twenty-eight, when lie 
bought two stocks, did he show any 
special interest in bees, lie suffered from 
early manhood from severe ill-health, 
which, as he himself puts it, debarred 
him to a great extent from the appro¬ 
priate duties of his profession, and com- 
lelled him to seek an employment (bee¬ 
keeping) calling him as much as possible 
info the open air. This appears to have 
had the desired effect, for Langstroth 
lived to the ripe old age of eighty-five. 

This man stands out before all others 
by his invention or perfecting of the 
modern movable comb system of bee¬ 
keeping. I say “ perfecting,” because 
movable combs of a very imperfect kind 
had lieen in use before Langsl rotli’s time. 
He devised the method which is univer¬ 
sally in vogue to-day. It was really an 
invention. 

Huber is chiefly famous for ills dis¬ 
coveries regarding the habits of the bee ; 
but not only so. To further his investi¬ 
gations lie invented a frame for holding 
comb, which became in Langstroth's 
hands the modern ”l>ar frame.” Iluber’s 
invention is known as the leaf-hive, or, 
better, the book hive, because of its re¬ 
semblance to ttie leaves of a book. It 
was an inner brood box of several 
open frames, 1 foot square and 1J inches 
wide, hinged together at one edge, and 
thus able to be opened and closed like a 
book, the covers of the book being two 
squares of glass. Each of these frames 
held the comb, and Huber’s main object 
was to watch the growth of the comb 
only. 
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Langstroth desired easier manipulation 
as well as simple observation. He 
quickly perceived the possibility of de¬ 
veloping this idea to attain this object. 
Combining it with others (of bars, slats, 
etc.), he conceived the completer idea of 
surrounding the comb on every side with 
a frame of wood, hut allowing the recog¬ 
nised bee space (inch) at bottom and 
sides mid suspending each frame so as 
to touch neither top, bottom, nor sides. 
Adopting a movable roof, Langstroth 
thus secured easy and independent con¬ 
trol of the frames for all purposes with¬ 
out serious disturbance to the bees, with¬ 
out any cutting of the comb, and certainly 
without the inevitable killing of numbers 
of bees, which resulted when Huber 
closed up bis book hive after observation. 
Thus Huber provided the seed, hut Lang- 
stroth produced the fruit. It became a 
very simple matter to extend this plan 
to his crates of shallow frames. Thus, 
Langstroth is to he remembered for what 
has proved to tie the most valuable in¬ 
vention in the history of profitable and 
practical bee-keeping. 

In the next year (1853) he published his 
classic book “Langstroth on the Hive 
and Honey-Bee,” which embraces the re¬ 
sults of his fifty-seven years of devoted 
valuable work among the bees, and ex¬ 
plains in particular the stages by which 
his crowning invention was. reached. 
Langstroth, like many another genius, 
died a very poop man. B. 1{. II. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


VEGETABLES. 

Celery eaten by slugs (If. J. 0.).— 
There is unmistakable evidence furnished 
by the stein you send that the damage has 
lieen caused by slugs. If you have further 
moulding of Celery to carry out, strew a 
little salt on the soil after you have dug 
and prepared it fpr the purpose. This 
will then become mixed with the soil when 
moulding is taking place, and kill not 
only slugs but all other insects present in 
the soil at the same time. I)o this every 
time you bare occasion to add more soil 
to tile Celery. In seasons like the pre¬ 
sent slugs are more or less a nuisance in 
connection with Celery growing unless 
remedial measures such as those already 
mentioned are taken to circumvent them. 

Spinach running to seed (Bog Cotton ).— 
A deep, rich, moist soil is necessary to 
grow good Spinach. In your case you 
ought to dig in plenty of cow-manure, as 
this keeps the soil cool. If you can give 
liberal supplies of liquid-manure the crop 
will bo benefited. Owing to summer 
Spinach being so liable to run to seed, it 
is advisable to make small sowings at 
short intervals, allowing a fortnight, or 
at most three weeks, to elapse between 
each sowing. For summer Spinach a 
shady and moist position should bo chosen 
in order to save watering, as well as to 
prevent the plants running to seed. 

Tomatoes cracking (Tomato ).—The tend¬ 
ency of Tomatoes to crack is generally duo 
to too much root-moisture and too much 
atmospheric humidity. Plants that are 
allowed to become dry, then are deluged 
with water, especially when they are carry¬ 
ing ripening fruits, of necessity suffer from 
the great changes in sap-production result¬ 
ing from this varied wet and dry treat¬ 
ment. Even where the roots are kept 
fairly moist—and they never should he 
allowed to become wet—Tomatoes often 
suffer from the alternations of atmosphere. 
Practically, Tomatoes cannot have too 
much air, provided they have warmth, 
while always the drier the air the better. 
On tlie other hand, excessive heat is rather 
conducive to barrenness, just as a low tem¬ 
perature is conducive to the same end. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Potting soil (.If. IP.).—The finest of all 
pot-soil constituents is turf 5 inches to 
6 inches thick, with the Grass, cut from an 
old pasture^ and stacked rip neatly with 
the Grass side of the turves turned down¬ 
wards. This should lie' several months— 
say, six at least—to enable the Grass to 
decay and the soil to sweeten. Leaf-soil 
usually takes a year to rot well. If laid 
in a heap out in the open and occasionally 
turned, also damped, decay is more rapid. 
Still, it is best to get the leaves converted 
into mould before using the material. 
Sand is ready for use at any time, and tho 
best potting-manure is usually that taken 
from an old hotbed. It is, however, a very 
good plan to put thin layers of horse-drop¬ 
pings between the layers of turf when mak¬ 
ing the loam stack, mixing it when it is 
used. 

Brown-scale on Rose-tree (Newington). 
—Your Rose has been attacked by brown- 
scale, for which there is no better remedy 
than syringing the tree when at rest with 
hot. water and petroleum, nothing answer¬ 
ing so well at so little cost and trouble. 
At that time it will make the scale fall 
off, and a second application leaves very 
few alive. When not more than 2 oz. 
or a wineglassful of petroleum to every 
gallon of thoroughly hot soapy water, anil 
this kept from accumulating on the sur¬ 
face, is used, the remedy is both effective 
and-safe. After growth lias once begun 
do not use the petroleum in any form, as 
it will injure the leaves and bark. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

IF. Bo —Garrya elliptica, any of the 
evergreen Barberries, Azara, liscallonia, 
Euonymus, Laurustinus, any of the better 
Ivies, and Oratregus Pyracantha should 

answer your purpose.- Miss Pellham .— 

See reply to “Miss J. 11. Fraser,” re 
“ Apples cracking,” in our issue of 

November 3rd, page 600.- Sealyham .— 

If you dig down to as far as von can find 
the roots, and cut them off level with 
the face of the brickwork, we should 
imagine that you will have no further 

trouble.- II. Smith .—brave them as 

they are, and thus next year you will 
realise their beauty. 


RAKES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants_ Anxious. —The Corne¬ 

lian Cherry (Cornus Mas), of no value for 
food.- —M. O. —1, Gotoneaster frigida; 

2, Gotoneaster buxifolia; 3, Gotoneaster 

tnymifolia; 4, Pyracantha coccinea 

(Crataegus Pyracantha).- The Groce. — 

Berberrs Darwini.—— II. II. G .—Pyrus 

floribunda. - Miss Hu ms den. — Cassia 

corymbosa. 

Names of fruits. — T). IT. It. —Pears; 
1, Beurre Superfin; 2, Emile d’Heyst; 3, 

Marie Louise; 4, Beurre Hardy.- 

IF. IF. While. —Apples: 1, Not recog¬ 
nised; 2, Ribston Pippin; 3, Glory of the 

West.- G. Ashton. —Apples: 1, Very 

much resembles Alfriston; 2, Ecklinvillo 

Seedling; 3, Cellini.-IF. Y. S .— 

Apples: 1, Cox’s Orange Pippin; 2, Mere 
de Menage. Pears: 3, Marie Louise; 4, 

Winter Nelis.- C. N. IF.—Apples: 1 

and 2, French Crab; 3, Bramley’s Seed¬ 
ling ; 4, Lady Henniker.- B. S. L .— 

Pears: 1, Glou Morcean; 2, Beurre 
Hardy. Apples: 3, Winter Hawthorn- 

den ; 4 t Lord Burghley.- G. F. C .— 

Apple: 1, Striped Beaufin. Pear: 2, 

Beurre Diel.- It. G. —Apples: 1, Scarlet 

Pearmain; 2, Tower of Glaniis; 3, Rib¬ 
ston ; 4, King of the Pippins.—— G. G .— 
Pears: 1, Doyenne Boussoch; 2, Brown 
Beurre. Apples: 3, Ryiner; 4, Blenheim 

Orange.- S. IF. IF.—Pears: 1, Small 

fruit of Pitmaston Duchess; 2, Beurre 
Clairgeau. Apples: 3, Stunner Pippin; 

4, London Pippin.- Salisbury. —Apples: 

1, Cox’s Orange; 2, Ribston.- 1). Bad- 

cliffc. —1, Wellington; 2, Not recognised; 

3, Wyken Pippin; 4, Not recognised. 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


No. 2019.— Vol. XXXIX. 


NOVEMBER 17, 1917 


GARDENING IN JAMAICA. 


NOTES OF THE WEEK. 


A friend who lives anil gardens a little 
in Jamaica writes of a recent visitation 
of tile winds in a winterless isle 

Another hurricane; the fourth in 
five yeaTs; and before that this dis¬ 
trict had immunity for 100 years. I 
am afraid, judging from the place 
where it began—east-south-east, out 
at sea—that this one swept the whole 
island. It was not very bad here— 
that is to say, some green leaves are 
left ui>c>n the trees. 1 wish I could 
convey the sensations that a hurri¬ 
cane occasions, and also the general 
api>enranee of things inside and out. 
The sensations may be summarised as 
heart in mouth. As the blasts get 
stronger and stronger, with a roar 
that overpowers sjieech, one keeps 
wondering where the crescendo will 
stop. This is an “old-time” house, 
with massive timbers, and it sliook 
much less than the hut ; but there 
was the added terror of being up¬ 
stairs. I stayed there because de¬ 
velopments required watching. It 
soon became clear that my bedroom 
would be sopped. The Jalousies did 
not lit tight, and tiie water was forced 
through them. Then a cracked win¬ 
dow-pane gave. The first thing to 
save was the bedding, and that was 
bundled up and transferred to the 
sitting-room. Then followed razors 
and scissors and wearing apparel. 
Nothing was left except tin; bedstead. 
Tiie woven-wire mattress, or what¬ 
ever the thing is called that tits on to 
it, was taken away, of course. 

The wind began in the night of 22-23, 
blowing moderately and steadily 
from the east. It was not until about 
9 on the morning of the 23rd that a 
shift to tile south took place, necessi¬ 
tating the operations I have de¬ 
scribed. Half-an-hour after, the 
floor was a sop from end to end, and 
the walls for the most part wet 
(think of the paper, which shows 
former experiences of the same sort), 
and a percolation extended through 
the partition to tiie sitting-room. 
This caught some boots and tilings, 
which I flattered myself were in a 
particularly safe place. It is such 
things as this one has to watch. It 
was not such a long-drawn-out agony 
as usual. By 3 p.m. it had moder¬ 
ated, and we were spared the box¬ 
ing of the compass. It blew from 
north-east, round through soutli to 
south-west, and let us off the rest. 
Outside, the ground is almost hidden 
in a litter of leaves, chiefly of Bam¬ 
boo, a screen of which, 40 feet high, 
lies in a long line on the south. If 
the wind had been worse there would 
have been limbs of trees, too. Quite 
big ones are sometimes carried a 
hundred yards and even more; nasty 
things to hit the roof-of your house.— 

J- Digitized by jjQQQlg 


Primula helodoxa —This grand Primula 
appears to be one of the best of the species 
which have come to us within recent years. 

I have met with it in a few gardens this 
season, and so far it gives every promise of 
being a reliable and satisfactory, as well 
as a beautiful plant for our gardens. The 
best plants I have seen were In a moist 
place in partial shade.—Ess. 

Lonicera Maacki. —Growers of the Bush 
Honeysuckles should be reminded of Loni¬ 
cera Maacki, whose chief charm lies in 
the gracefully-arranged clusters of white 
flowers. I have seen it 7 feet or 8 feet 
high. Mr. W. D. Iiobinson-Douglas, of 
Orchardton, Castle Douglas, has a fine 
sjiecimen in his garden, and I have met 
with it in colder places in Scotland.— 
S. Arnott. 

Pruning Tea and China Rosea.— Many of 
mine have lost most of their leaves by 
November 1st. a few buds and spin 11 leaves 
remaining, just enough to let the winds 
blow tiie plants about, and not to their 
good. 1 see no reason why I should allow 
this, in deference to tiie writings in Rose 
books, where spring pruning is said to bo 
the best way. I do not agree, and will 
prune ail I can during the next two months. 
—W., Sussex. 

Erica mediterranea hibernica.— Under 
this name, Mr. T. Smith, of Newry, sends 
out two pretty varieties of the Mediter¬ 
ranean Heath. They originated, I be¬ 
lieve, in Co. Clare, and are distinct by 
reason of their dwarf and compact habit 
of growth. The one most nearly ap¬ 
proaching to the typical E. mediterranea 
is E. m. hibernica, but Brightness is, I 
think, the better of tile two.—Ess. 

Berberis Darwini in the autumn.— In 
ordinary autumns we generally expect in 
this district a good display from Darwin’s 
Barberry during September and October ; 
indeed, in mild seasons the shrub has con¬ 
tinued in bloom until the New Year. Ad¬ 
verse climatic conditions throughout the 
late autumn have, for once, interfered 
with the second display of bloom, only a 
limited quantity being visible on pieces 
in a sheltered situation. Late severe 
gales have now almost put an end to tile 
display of autumn tints in shrubberies 
and woodland.—W. McG., Balmae. 

The Gentianetla in a paved pathway.— 
When visiting the garden of Mr. John 
Holms, at I’ourmakin, Renfrewshire, 
during tiie past summer, I found tiie 
Geutianelln growing and flowering well be¬ 
tween tiie stones of a paved pathway. 
Probably, in eases where no other method 
of success can be found, growing it in the 
paved pathway may prove a solution of 
the problem. I find that firm planting and 
plenty of sun are desiderata which have 
tiie best chance to secure good results. In 
one Scottish garden I know, magnificent 
rows of G. acaulis, which flower freely 
every season, are secured by running the 
garden roller over them at least once a 
year.—S. Auxott. 

The Portuguese Heath (Erica lusl- 
tanica).—I have planted this mostly in the 
full sun on a bank falling towards the 
south, and on that it has thriven well and 
escaped death for twenty years. Only 
once being cut down ly frost, in 1893, It 
sprang up again as handsome as ever, so 


that we may take it as proved that over 
a large area in the south this beautiful 
bush is hardy. In valleys and cold flats, 
like those of Woking, it would, no doubt, 
perish; and there is a limit to its growth 
in the north, save near the sea. I have 
lately been planting it in the shade of 
Pines with a view to prolong the bloom, 
and am well pleased with a stock of 
Heaths, weli-rooted plants from the 
Exeter nurseries of Messrs. Robert Veitcli 
and Son, and mention the fact as there 
are good stocks in many nurseries.—W., 
Sussex. 

Needless changes of plant names.—I 

have looked into Bean’s “Trees and 
Shrubs ” to find the native land of a 
tree in my garden and graced with fine 
colour, and was vexed at not lidding it in 
its old place as a Rhus. Then, after some 
trouble, I found it used to form a new 
genus. Is there any need for such a change, 
throwing all tiie old book references into 
confusion, and men's minds, too? Writing 
to a friend about it he replies : — 

Sargent and others separate the 
Venetian Sumach (Ootinus) from Rhus 
because of tiie simple and undivided 
leaves as distinct from the pinnate or 
trifoliate ones of the others. It is a 
curious sort of disease, this name- 
changing, and it is said to get the upiier 
hand so badly that, in the end, the 
patient becomes a good deal more con¬ 
cerned about the name of a plant than 
the plant itself. 

Erinus alpinus. —This is a delightful 
little plant, growing only an inch or two 
high, and very attractive in early summer. 
The leaves rise but little above tiie soil 
and from among them spring short stems 
bearing a number of purple flowers. 
There i.s also a white variety, and one 
termed roseus has nice rose blooms. It 
is an excellent wall plant, though a little 
difficult to establish in the crevices. A 
good plan is to put a pinch of seed into 
the crevice with a bit of soil and Moss 
on the top to keep the seeds in position. 
Small plants may, however, be jammed 
into tiie crevices and watered carefully 
until established. Besides being at home 
on n wall it may be grown in chinks in 
the rock garden, in a paved path or in a 
moraine. It is best raised from seeds 
sown where Hie plants are to grow. I 
know au old wall which is decorated with 
thousands of plants of this delightful 
alpine.—S. A. 

Introducing good plants of northern 
regions. —It is good to read the remarks 
by “ W.” upon the letter by “ Subaltern, 
B.E.F.,” and 1 am sure many readers of 
Gardening will agree with what is said 
about the Royal Horticultural Society 
and its work. “Futilities” is an excel¬ 
lent word to describe much of what is 
being done at Wisley, where tiie funds of 
the Royal Horticultural Society are being 
dissipated in trials and investigations of 
no earthly use to horticulture. Of late 
years much of the work of the Society 
has been almost barren of results, and the 
sooner a return is made to more profit¬ 
able schemes the better. When the war 
conditions under which we are suffering 
are over it would be well worth while for 
the Royal Horticultural Society to take 
up the suggestions In the note by “W." 
and appoint one or more collectors. Of 
late the work of searching for new plants 
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lias been largely restricted to China and 
Thibet, and has been done mainly by pri¬ 
vate or business enterprise, assisted in 
one case (a policy of doubtful value) by 
a subsidy from the Society. Why should 
it not send out a collector to search for 
new plants for itself, afterwards distri¬ 
buting them among its Fellows? I am 
glad to see the criticisms on the trials 
of “ Beans, Carnations, Achilleas, and 
the like.” Such trials are practically a 
waste of time, space, and money.—A. 

Caultheria tricophylla. — Many people 
have a difficulty in growing this interest¬ 
ing little plant. I saw it lately in Mr. 
E. C. Buxton’s garden at Bettws-y-Coed 
thriving admirably in natural conditions. 
My specimen commenced to prosi>er from 
the very beginning, and is increasing 
rapidly. ,G. tricophylla should have a 
north or north-east aspect, so shaded that 
only a little afternoon sun at midsummer 
can reach it. A gentle slope towards the 
points mentioned is also desirable. The 
ground should be kept uniformly moist 
and cool by natural moisture, but drain¬ 
age must be good. The best compost is 
sandy pfeat intermixed with a little finely- 
sifted leaf-mould. A most important fea¬ 
ture in planting is the confining of the 
roots to a given space, allowing no more 
than an inch or so around the plant for 
expansion. This may be achieved by 
sinking stones round the bed to a depth 
of about 9 inches, so that when the plant 
is set in place it eventually becomes pot- 
bound. It must be placed rather deep, 
pressed in firmly, and if It leans some¬ 
what with the slope so much the better. 
Top-dressing with sandy i>eat should be 
done in dry weather soon after planting 
(say, in May) and again in September 
and April. When once established, G. 
tricophylla may be increased by removing 
the little underground runners which 
creep away from the base of the parent 
plant. The berries of this Gaultheria are 
very large and striking for the fragile 
2-inch or 3-inch stems which bear them, 
and they appear as if enamelled with a 
beautiful clear porcelain-blue.—A. T. 
Johnson, North Wales. 

An old Apricot In Kent.—I thought it 
would interest you to know that I have, 
growing up this house, a very old Apri¬ 
cot-tree, which this year bore seven or 
eight Apricots. I do not know the age 
of this tree. The house was built before 
1570, and the tree is supposed to be 
nearly as old. The girth is 3 feet 2 inches, 
and continues that size some way up. I 
have lately been examining the branches, 
which are cracking and gumming badly. 

I should be so very grateful If you would 
advise me what to do for it. It has had 
no manure for years, neither has it been 
pruned. It. throws up a great many 
suckers In a bed some distance off, which 
I. of course, remove. I have saved some 
of the others this year, and am hoping to 
perpetuate the wonderfully strong stock 
this old tree must come from. The 
modern Apricot-tree seems to be so short¬ 
lived now. Would you recommend me to 
save suckers, too? I hope you will for¬ 
give me troubling you when I am sure 
you have so much correspondence; tint 
the tree really is very unique, and I 
should much like to show it to you if 
you were ever in this direction.—K. E. 
Maude, Broad Ford House, Kent. 

[You are the victim, like hundreds of 
others, of a disastrous mode of increasing 
a noble fruit on a tree (the Plum) of 
another country, arising at a time when 
the native home of the fruit was un¬ 
known to us. We are trying to get the 
Apricot on its own roots by seed or 
layers, and also by grafting on the wild 
plant.—E d.] 


FRUIT. 


APPLE GLORIA MUNDI. 

I agree with Mr. Bunyard, November 3rd, 
page 596, as to this Apple, which was 
forced on to the public some years ago 
under the very stupid name of Monstrous 
Incomparable. Some extraordinarily fine 
fruits were exhibited before the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s Fruit Committee 
and I was one of the dupes who pur¬ 
chased trees under this very stupid name, 
only to find that they were nothing more 
nor less than the old and useless Gloria 
Mundl. This was some years ago. The 
trees made vigorous growth, and were, in 
consequence, lifted and transplanted, and 
as this treatment rarely failed to induce 
vigorous trees to fruit, I was very much 
disappointed when they did not crop. 
Consequently. I lifted them and planted 
them in another part of the garden and 
where the soil was somewhat drier and 
warmer. It is true that last year one of 
the number bore three or four fine fruits. 
This year one bore two—one very fine in¬ 
deed, the other a medium-sized fruit. 
This is the entire crop since I planted the 
trees, and on looking closely into them I 
do not find that they are likely to do 
better next year, as, so far ns I can see, 
there are but few fruit-buds. Supposing 
these trees produced a fair crop of fruit, 
are there not scores of better Apples which 
we can depend on? I think the varieties 
of Apples are far too numerous, and that 
the nurseryman would be justified in re¬ 
ducing his list one half. The Apple 
above-mentioned should be the first to go, 
for it is quite useless, if my experience of 
it is typical. I have certainly not 
gathered one Apple per year per tree since 
they were planted. T. Arnold. 

The Gardens, Cirencester House, 
Cirencester. 

- This Apple has of late come in for 

much adverse comment, but I think if 
those who have spoken so disjinragingly 
of its quality had seen the wonderful 
specimens so freely displayed in the prin¬ 
cipal winning collections at the recent 
fruit show of the Royal Horticultural 
Society they would have thought they 
were somewhat premature in their re¬ 
marks. Certainly as an exhibition 
variety this Apple has much to recom¬ 
mend it. It grows large enough, has a 
clear skin, and is of undoubted good 
shape.—S., in Garden. 

[The article by “ T. Arnold ” and the 
quote from The Garden sum up in a few 
words the value of this Apple, which is 
only grown to be looked at. “ S.” evi¬ 
dently favours Apples that are suitable 
for exhibition, as he makes no reference 
to the quality of Gloria Mundl, size, 
colour, and good shape only apjiealing to 
him. It would be interesting to learn how 
many trees were gone over to find the 
“ wonderful specimens so freely displayed 
in the principal winning collections” at 
the show referred to and the time spent 
in feeding and tending the trees.—P. T.] 
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NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Spotted Pears. —I am sending you two 
Pears, the skin of which is badly diseased. 
The flavour of the Pear (the name of 
which I should be glad to know as I have 
lost it) is very good, but the fruit does not 
keep. It always has a few spots, but 
never so bad as this year. It has gener¬ 
ally been .sprayed with caustic sodalin, but 
not last winter. I could give it either 
stable manure or poultry manure, or a 
mixture of both and leaf-mould. I do 
not think the roots have got into the 
gravel, as the gravel is 5 feet or 6 feet or 


more below the surface, and the tree bears 
well.—A. A. L. 

[The Pears are affected with the “ Brown 
Rot ” fungus (Sclerotlnia fruetigena). 
This generally appears first on the leaves, 
and attacks the fruit afterwards. The 
trees should, when the leaves are first at¬ 
tacked, be sprayed with the fungicide 
known as Bordeaux Mixture two or three 
times at fortnightly intervals, which pre¬ 
vents it from spreading. Your best course 
now is to spray with the above-named 
fungicide at full strength early In Febru¬ 
ary next, or just before the breaking of 
the buds, again at half or summer strength 
after the fruit has set and is swelling off, 
and once or twice afterwards, allowing a 
fortnight to elapse between each spraying. 
If, after this (which is hardly likely), the 
fungus should appear on the foliage, do not 
hesitate to spray again. By these means 
the fruit should be kept clean another 
season. Burn all affected fruits, the fallen 
leaves, and primings at once, and keep the 
soil clean by cultivating it beneath the 
tree. You can obta in the mIxture ready for 
dilution from any dealer in garden sun¬ 
dries. It is difficult to name the fruits 
with any degree of certainty, as they are 
so decayed, but, judging by the flavour, it 
is the variety named Thompson’s, which is 
rather liable to be attacked by the above- 
named fungus.] 

Grapes without fire-heat.—I have this 
year grown Muscat of Alexandria, Madres- 
(ield Court, Lady Hutt, and Lady Downe's 
Grapes entirely without, fire-heat. I began 
cutting bunches of Madresfield Court and 
Muscat of Alexandria on August 6th. The 
temperature during the flowering period 
often dropped below 50 degs., but every 
advantage was taken of the sun's heat, 
and tlie houses were closed and the tem¬ 
perature raised to 100 degs. on all possible 
occasions. The great range of tempera¬ 
ture did not seem to harm the Vines in the 
least, and they have remained free from 
mildew, thrips, and red spider. The 
bunches weigh from 2 lb. to 3 lb. each. 
The berries of Madresfield Court having 
started to crack, I have pierced the laterals 
to check the flow of sap to the bunches, 
and this has stopped the cracking to a 
large extent.— R. Hills, Ktnloch Castle, 
Oban, in Gardeners’ Chronicle. 

[In the Royal Horticultural Society’s 
Gardens at Chiswick in years gone by the 
Madresfield Court Grape used to be grown 
in an unheated orchard-house, and ripened 
to perfection, there being no signs of 
cracking, which so often takes place. 
Madresfield Court is really an early 
Grape, being best suited for early work, 
and requiring less heat than the Black 
Hamburgh.'] 

Pot Strawberries. —All plants intended 
for early forcing will be best placed either 
in pits or frames, so that in the event- of 
there being a heavy rainfall the plants 
can be adequately protected. In fine 
weather the lights may be drawn off in 
the day-time, but they are best put on at 
[light and tilted so that free ventilation 
is ensured. By these means a thorough 
ripening of the crowns is rendered more 
certain.—A. IV. 

The Walnut. —Walnut-trees are quite 
numerous in this part of Bedfordshire. 
The crop, too, this year has been very 
heavy; but, unfortunately, grey squirrels 
abound also, and have practically ruined 
tlie lot—except in a few instances where 
the gun has been used to scare or kill 
them. The trees were raided long before 
the fruit was matured, and holes bitten 
in tlie shells just large enough to secure 
the kernel. It was a sorry sight to pass 
under the trees and see such a nutritious 
article of food spoiled. There is no ques¬ 
tion about the grey squirrel being more 
destructive than the brown one.—C. T. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

PHILADELPHUS LEMOINEI 
PURPUREO-MACULATUS. 

This Mock Orange, a cross between a 
variety raised by Lemoine and known as 
Fantaisie and a wbite-flowered sort, is 
one of the most distinct of this beautiful 
family. In the summer of 1904 it was 
given a first-class certificate by the Royal 
Horticultural Society, this being well de¬ 
served, not only for its own intrinsic merit, 
but also for the possibilities it opened up 
of quite a new race of these beautiful 
shrubs, whose blossoms hitherto had been 


is stated to be good for tho Evergreen 
Magnolia. In the same note it is stated j 
that this tree grows in swampy ground in 
North America, which is not, I should i 
think, the locality where one would ex¬ 
pect to find lime or lime rubbish. I 
always understood good loam mixed with 
peat and sand to be the best compost for 
Magnolias. Can you please let me know 
whether lime is injurious to Magnolias, or 
whether it is of any benefit, or, in fact, 
whether it has any effect on their growth, 
either good or bad?—G. W. M., Tip¬ 
perary . 

[Magnolia grandiflora gives the most 
satisfactory results in soil that is fairly 
free from lime, and it is not advisable to 


also show's that they like soil which con¬ 
tains little or no lime. Although Mag¬ 
nolias like well-drained soil, they are also 
fond of moisture, provided it drains away 
well. That is tho reason why they thrive 
so well in the west and south-west coun¬ 
ties, where rain is prevalent and there is 
considerable mist during the night and 
early morning. The remarks made in the 
cutting from the Field regarding careful 
planting should be observed, for Magnolias 
are very impatient of root disturbance. 
Magnolias, particularly the evergreen 
sjiecies. re-establish themselves most satis¬ 
factorily when transplanted during late 
April or May. I 



flowering shoot o] Philadelphus Lcmoinei purpureo-maculatus 


white or nearly so, while those of the 
variety figured have on each petal a dis¬ 
tinct blotch of purple-rose, due, in the first 
instance, to P. Goulteri, from Northern 
Mexico. This has a slight tinge of colour 
in the flowers, and has been employed by 
the hybridist to such good advantage that 
we now have a decidedly blotched variety 
in P. L. purpureo-maculatus, a flowering 
shoot of which we figure to-day from Mrs. 
Chambers’ interesting garden at Hasie- 
mere. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 
The Evergreen Magnolia (M. 

flora).—In a note that appeared 
Field some years ago t see lime 

vjU 


add lime to the soil at planting time. But 
it is not absolutely essential that the 
ground in which Magnolias are planted 
should be quite free from lime. Although 
Magnolias may grow in quite damp soil in 
a state of Nature, it does not follow that 
they can be grown successfully in very wet 
soil here. In fact, the most satisfactory 
results are often obtained in well-drained, 
loamy soil to which peat or leaf-mould has 
been added at planting time. This par¬ 
tiality for peat and leaf-mould is very 
noticeable in the case of plants that are 
lifted from nursery quarters where iieat 
or leaf-mould has been used, for every 
piece of peat or mossy leaves Will be found 
to be iiermeated with healthy roots. This 



The Yulan in Stafford.—I should be 
pleased if you could give me some facts 
about Magnolia conspieua:—(1) W hat do 
you consider a suitable place to plant it in 
—shady or otherwise? (2) Is it likely to 
bloom freely in Staffordshire ?—Wm. 
Howe. 

[You give us no Idea of the atmospheric 
conditions which prevail in your neighbour¬ 
hood, as some parts of Staffordshire are by 
no means particularly favourable to plant 
life. Given a good locality it should, how¬ 
ever, succeed with you. With regard to 
the best position for it, and whether it 
should be in sun or shade, we should say 
certainly plant it in full sunshine, but, if 
IKMisible. so situated that thq early morn- 
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ini; sun'does not fall on it. The reason of 
this is that the flowers, being borne so 
early In the year, are liable to be caught 
by late spring frosts. This will disfigure 
them, but the damage done is much worse 
if the early morning sun shines on them 
when frozen than if they thaw gradually 
with the increasing rise of the day’s tem¬ 
perature. In situations where too bleak 
and cold the Yulan is often grown success¬ 
fully against a wall. We have-no doubt 
that in a favourable locality this Magnolia 
will bloom well in the county of Staffs. It 
prefers a deep, loamy soil that is not 
parched up during the summer. If the 
loam is of a heavy nature some peat may 
be mixed with it.] 

The Pea-tree (Caragana arborescens).— 
In the Pea family there are many very 
useful shrubs which are quite hardy and 
suitable for planting under varied condi¬ 
tions, even in places where the soil is thin 
and inor. Caragana arborescens is of this 
number, for there are few- places where it 
cannot be expected to thrive. A native of 
Siberia, it does not act in the sartic way as 
many shrubs from cold countries by com¬ 
mencing to grow very early here and 
having its young shoots crippled by late 
frosts, for its leaves do-not develop before 
the middle of May. Under the most satis¬ 
factory conditions it sometimes grows 20 
feet high, hut, ns a rule, it matures at a 
height of 10 feet or 12 feet, bearing from 
the leaf-axils attractive yellow flowers 
during May and early June. In some in¬ 
stances it has been planted with good effect 
on spoil heaps in colliery districts, and has 
also proved suitable for planting on sand 
dunes. When tried in such places very- 
small plants ought to be put out or seeds 
sown in the positions the plants are to 
occupy.—1>., Surrey. 

Juglans Sieboldiana. This Walnut is 
worth growing for the sake of its fine 
foliage. In Japan it forms a moderate- 
sized tree 00 feet or 70 feet high. Here 
it appears as if it will develop a wide 
head at the exjiense of height, for it is 
difficult even by constant pruning of the 
branches to get It to add rapidly to its 
height. The fruits are produced in 
pendent spikes up to a foot in length, a 
dozen or so Nuts often apitenring on a 
single spike. The Nuts are smaller than 
those of the common Walnut, and have 
thicker shells, moreover they are heart- 
shaped. The kernels are, however, sweet 
and wholesome. The male inflorescences 
are borne in pendent catkins a foot long. 
It is allied to the Manchurian Walnut, 
and is not easily recognised by the leaves, 
but J. mandshnrica has oblong Nuts. It 
is advisable to provide a position 
sheltered from cold winds, for it com¬ 
mences to grow early, and the young 
shoots are liable to injury from late 
frosts.—I)., Surrey. 

Enkianthus campanulatus. —The genus 
Enkianthus belongs to the Erica family, 
and is represented in our gardens by a few 
species, all of which are summer-leafing. 
They are natives of the Himalaya, Chiug, 
and Japan. E. campanulatus is one of the 
best for general cultivation, being quite 
hardy, except that in spring the young 
shoots are sometimes injured by late 
frosts. Rhododendrons are a good indica¬ 
tion as to whether the soil is suitable for 
this plant, for where Rhododendrons thrive 
the various species of Enkianthus may be 
exiieeted to succeed. E. campanulatus 
forms an erect bush (> feet or so high, the 
leaves colouring brilliantly in autumn, 
various shades of red predominating. The 
lu ll-shaped flowers, yellowish, tipped with 
bright brown, arc borne in racemes of a 
dozen or more about the end of May. it 
is a native of Japan.—L>., Surrey. 
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CHRYSANTHEM U MS. 

NATURALLY GROWN CHRYSAN¬ 
THEMUMS. 

It is not everyone who has either the 
time or inclination to grow specimen 
Chrysanthemum blooms for exhibition. 
One does not see the true beauty of the 
flower thus; rather when the plants are 
cultivated in a more natural way. In 
growing Chrysanthemums of what may he 
termed the exhibition type, the sole ob¬ 
ject in view is to obtain flowers at once 
of the largest size and as near as possible 
of the form that has been set up by the 
florist as an ideal one. In the cultivation 
of that class with which the present ob¬ 
servations deal, the aim is entirely dif¬ 
ferent; it Is, in a word, the beauty and 
effectiveness of the plant as a whole rather 
than those of the individual flower. In 
growing this class of plants, it is of great 
Importance that each should lx; clothed 
with foliage almost or quite to the base 
of its stems, and that while the shoots 
should lie disi>osed and supported so as to 
secure sufficient symmetry of form, the 
stiff outlines and unwieldiness of the 
“specimen” plant of the exhibition 
should be as carefully avoided. With re¬ 
gard to the flowers themselves, the aim 
should be to obtain them large enough to 
show the true and distinctive character of 
the variety, and yet in sufficient number 
to fully furnish the plant, thus avoiding 
the wasteful process which accrues from 
restricting the energies of the plant to the 
production of two or three flowers. 

It is questionable whether, by encourag¬ 
ing so exclusively as exhibitions do the 
big flower and the conventional specimen 
plant, the true interests of horticulture 
are furthered as much as would be done 
by adopting a system of culture that re¬ 
quires as much real gardening skill to ob¬ 
tain tIn- best results, and which, from an 
artistic standpoint at least, are inflnllely 
more pleasing. A. G. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Early incurved Chrysanthemums.— The 

huge, stiff, rounded blooms that have been 
the rage in the last have, perhaps, fewer 
admirers than of yore; hut I should think 
some varieties of the incurved form, that 
give us flowers of medium size, and which 
are very neat, will always be valued. I 
refer more particularly to the white Mrs. 
G. Rundle, the primrose sport Mrs. G. 
Glenny, and the deeper coloured one, Mrs. 
Dixon. The sorts named have an ad¬ 
vantage in flowering early and are usu¬ 
ally at their best during October. In the 
case of these the foliage is small and the 
growth wiry and stiff. They grow some¬ 
what tall, but produce side shoots 
readily, and therefore make bushes of a 
free - blooming nature. Following the 
“ Rundles,” as the above are sometimes 
termed, are H. W. Thorp and J. W. 
Streeter, the one white, the other straw- 
colour. These two appeal because of 
their neat, easily-grown blossoms and a 
dwarf, bushy habit of growth. A bush 
carrying, say, twenty flowers makes a 
capital object. The first-named is speci¬ 
ally liked by market men, who find that 
Incurved kinds travel well when cut.—H. 

Chrysanthemums—a useful type.— Few 
Chrysanthemums can compare with the 
variety Caprice du Printemps, or, rather, 
one should say the sorts similar to it in 
all saive colour, and which have origi¬ 
nated from sports. We have only to ask 
for buff, red, crimson, lilac, purple, white, 
and yellow as a prefix to “Caprice” to 
get quite a collection in itself; and a 
useful one. The type is at its best quite 


early in November, and as to adaptability, 
it is by itself. 13y rooting cuttings in 
autumn, huge, bushy specimens can be 
obtained in a year. These early plants 
may be followed by rooting other cuttings 
up to April to provide in the latter case 
what we will term miniature examples iu 
pots not more than 5 inches in diameter. 
These small specimens produce from ten 
to fif teen medium - sized blossoms on 
growths 18 inches high, pot and all. The 
growth of the type is naturally bushy, 
with abundant, rather small foliage, up¬ 
right and firm.—H. S. 


ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDENS. 

PLANTING GENTIANA VERNA. 
One of the most constant causes of failure 
with Gentiana verna is probably that.col¬ 
lected plants, with mutilated roots, are 
used, instead of i>ot-grown specimens, 
with all the roots intact. 

The best way to plant Gentiana verna 
is to prepare a bed for it at least 18 inches 
deep, but better still 2 feet. The pocket 
or bed which is to contain the soil aud the 
plants of G. verna should have all the 
original soil removed to this depth, re¬ 
placing with a special compost. I have 
seen and read of many special mixtures 
recommended. My own mixture is simple, 
and I think as good as any. 1 use the 
best turfy loam I can procure, turf which 
has been Stacked for a year or two ami 
well rotted down. To this I add a large 
proportion of a coarse, sharp grit, which 
I procure from the north of England. 
This grit is the finest material 1 have 
ever come across for mixing with alpine 
[Kitting mixtures and special soil mixtures 
for choice alpines. It is a coarse, sharp 
grit-stone, broken to the size of Peas and 
a little larger. I know nothing like it for 
keeping the soil free, sweet, and open. 1 
also add a little lime in the form of broken 
mortar rubble or broken tufa. Having 
dug out the pocket and mixed the special 
soil, the obvious course would seem to be 
to till the hole with the new soil, press 
firmly, and then plant the Gentians with 
a trowel like any other plant; but it is 
not the best way, unless they happen to 
be collected plants—all top and little root. 
Pot-grown plants, well established, are 
what are needed for success. These 
should have roots a foot or 2 feet long, 
curled round and round the pot. Before 
planting I wash the roots free of all soil 
and sort the roots out straight. To plant 
these now with an ordinary trowel and 
get the enormously long roots straight 
down in a perpendicular direction would 
be an uncommonly troublesome task. 
But having left the whole pocket or bed 
empty of soil, as I have suggested, it is a 
very simple matter to start at one end of the 
hole and build in a wall of special soil 
from top to bottom, lay in a G. verna 
plant with its long, washed roots against 
this Wall and to the very bottom of the 
hole, then add more soil, and build in 
more plants until the whole pocket is 
filled. 

Planted thus, Gentiana verna is pretty 
sure to take hold and flourish, for it is 
almost impervious to drought. Its fine 
loots go straight down, 11 feet to 2 feet, 
through congenial soil, the whole way. A 
sod of collected G. verna, on the other 
hand, has a very poor chance of surviv¬ 
ing, even if planted in the choicest soil 
mixture. The usual collected sod seldom 
has roots more than a couple of inches 
long, or 3 inches at the outside. I believe 
hundreds of Gentiana verna plants die 
every year amid the most extravagantly 
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luxurious soils simply from the want of a 
few roots. 

I attach more importance to using 
established jx>t plants with every root in¬ 
tact, and io washing out those roots to 
their full length and then planting them 
so that they go down perpendicularly to 
their full length In the soil, than I do to 
any particular soil mixture, though this 
also is worth taking some little trouble 
about. Clarence Elliott. 

Stevenage. 


A GENTIAN HAPPY. 

This is one of the bolder forms of the 
Gentianella (G. acaulis) which usually in 
my district perish in due time, especially in 
dry seasons. It is in fine vigour between 
sandstones in retaining wall, with hardly 
any soil between the stones, but plenty 
behind the wall, which the roots soon find. 
The plants were put in as the wall was 
being built (the best way), only a mere 
dusting of earth over t ie roots. Any 
loose earth between the stones spoils all. 

Sussex. W. 


October, and seems indifferent to dirty 
weather. I planted out a colony of two or 
three dozen plants in a Yorkshire rock 
garden this summer. I gave them a bed 
of rich soil, such as I have described 
above, and in this they at once set to 
work to grow, and later to blossom. I 
visited the garden again a week ago—on 
October 29th, to be precise—and found 
Gentiana sino-omata in full flower in spite 
of tlie fact that there had been several 
degrees of frost one night, and that a 
small rock pool a few yards away was 
sheeted with ice. The plant is easily pro¬ 
pagated by division.— Clarence Elliott, 
Stevenage. 


ROSES. 

THE FRUIT OF THE WII.I) ROSES. 
If there is one character more than 
another which separates the wild Roses 
from their favoured cousins of the garden, 
it is that of producing fruit in abundance. 
Here the garden Roses have lost some- 


have also fruited profusely. R. spinosis- 
slma is the well-known Scotch Rose, and 
there are many varieties, differing much 
in the colour of the flowers, though in 
fruit tlie distinctions are hardly percep¬ 
tible, except for some differences in size 
and shape. The Scotch Rose has geogra¬ 
phical representatives elsewhere, R. myri- 
acantha in the Mediterranean region and 
II. altaica in Central Asia, and these arc 
often regarded as varieties of R. spinosis- 
sima ; but at the very least they are geo¬ 
graphical sub-species, the former markedly 
different in armature, and the latter with 
both flowers and fruit of quite double the 
size. R. altaica also has fruited very 
freely at Kew. Then we have the yellow- 
flowered R. hispida, a distinct plant of 
unknown origin, and tlie so-called R. spi- 
nosissima lutea. probably a hybrid with 
R. lutea, and these also have black fruits, 
which have been produced freely. The 
Chinese R. Hugonis has most affinities 
with this group, though the fruits remain 
crimson for a considerable time, ulti- 



Gentian in sandstone retaininy wall. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Gentiana sino-ornata. The more I sec 
of this species, the more convinced I am 
that it Is the most satisfactory and file 
most beautiful hardy alpine of recent 
introduction. I find it absolutely hardy 
and perennial, and quite easy to grow. I 
give it a bed of rather rich, moist soil, 
com posed of turfy loam, with iieat and 
leaf-mould added. In this it fairly 
ramps. It prefers a rather cool aspect, 
one sloping west rather than south or 
east. Tlie flowers are almost as large as 
those of Gentiana acaulis, rather nar¬ 
rower in the trumpet, and in colour quite 
as intensively brilliant, though just a 
shade lighter. One of the most striking 
features almut this exquisite • Gentian, 
aiuirt from its brilliant blue colouring, is 
the very distinct and attractive way in 
which the blossoms are striped on the out¬ 
side. Each flower has five pairs of 
double white lines running the length of 
the outside of the trumpet, and these con¬ 
spicuous stripes add greatly to the charm 
of an already brilliant flower. Gentiana 
sino-oruuta flowers in September and 
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thing, and during the autumn, at least, I 
the interest is largely transferred to the 
wild collection, some of the bushes then 
being literally covered with masses of 
scarlet hips, our own familiar l>og Rose 
among tlie number. The wild Roses of 
tlie Kew collection have made a brilliant 
display this year, among the first to 
change colour being the Chinese Rose 
comeiensis, a comparatively recent intro¬ 
duction of the R. sericen group. Several 
bushes have fruited very profusely, and 
tlie hips, which include both orange- 
scarlet 'and blood-red varieties, cluster 
among the Fern-like foliage along the 
branches, and form most graceful objects. 
After remaining for a considerable time 
on (he plant, they fall off while still quite 
fresh, and so profuse has been llie crop 
that the ground beneath the bushes was 
completely littered with them The Him¬ 
alayan It. sericea has much of the .same 
character, but is a larger, bush with fewer 
leaflets. The majority of the Roses have 
scarlet hips, but in the R. spinosissima 
group they are of a shining purple black, 
ultimately nearly jet black, and these 


inately becoming purple-black.—R. A. 
Roi.fe, in Garden. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Rambler Roses—the need for vigorous 
treatment. —It is generally admitted that 
Rambler Roses of tlie type of Dorothy 
Perkins have attained great popularity, 
chiefly owing to their free-flowering propen¬ 
sities ; lint their season of blooming is a 
comparatively short one, and they throw 
up each sea-sou so many suckers that, un¬ 
less all old wood is cut away every year, 
such plants are apt to lieeome more of a 
nuisance than an adornment. Everyone 
knows, who lias grown these Roses, what 
a deal of wood lias to lie cut away from 
tlie base—wood so weak in growth, often 
through absenco of light, that it is a mis¬ 
take to allow it to remain. Just as one 
cuts away all old Raspberry canes to give 
tlie current year's wood a chance, so in 
like maimer should the same treatment 
be meted out to Rambler Roses. Only 
wood produced this year should be allowed 
to remain for next year’s bloom, unless 
one wishes arches and ]M>rgolas to be 
loaded witli a lot of weakly rubbish.— 
Wooon AST WICK. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

THE LOGANBERRY. 

“ Air. W. AlcG. ” refers (page 570) to a 
note of mine (page 531) in which I ques¬ 
tioned the correctness of his description of 
this fruit as “ trashy.” I hold no brief 
for the Logan, but, knowing it to be a most 
valuable and excellent fruit, thought it a 
pity that such statements should be 
allowed to pass unchallenged. This fruit 
lias now been twenty years before the 
public in these islands, and the over¬ 
whelming majority of writers in your and 
other journals has agreed in commending 
it very highly. The shops and stores 
stock Loganberry jam and bottled pari 
passu with Strawberry, Raspberry, Plum, 
and other standard jams and preserves, 
proving, at any rate, the persistent public 
demand. Again, the lists of our nursery¬ 
men, so far as I know, without exception 
refer to this plant in terms which strongly 
recommend it to their customers, and one 
cannot assume they would do this in the 
case of a worthless article. At any rate, 
one would naturally turn to our Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture for an impartial and 
considered judgment. In Leaflet No. 79 
Revised, we have a page each devoted to 
the culture of the Raspberry and the 
Loganberry respectively. We find it 
stated that “ the Loganberry is much more 
vigorous than the Raspberry, the berries 
are larger and the yield is greater.” 
Further, that “ the fruit is excellent for 
bottling and makes excellent jam or 
tarts.” And, finally, the opinion is ex¬ 
pressed that “ the fruit should be grown 
in every garden.” Thus, a fair summing 
up of the general verdict seems to tie that 
tlie Loganberry is an excellent and popu¬ 
lar fruit, at once more vigorous and more 
productive than the Raspberry, and, as 
requiring little Labour or attention, of 
sjiecial value in the present trying times. 

“ Mr. W. McG.” questions the exist¬ 
ence of inferior forms of this plant. The 
fact is that the various methods of its pro t 
lmgstion have been frequently described 
in this and other journals, and that by 
seed has been condemned as resulting in 
the production of inferior forms. I had 
myself the misfortune to get hold of a few 
of this class from a certain source. They 
grew well, but the fruit was so Ill- 
flavoured as to be worthless. As this 
fruit could very properly have been de¬ 
scribed ns “ trashy,” it occurred to me as 
possible that herein lay the explanation 
of your correspondent's surprising dictum. 
“ Mr. McG." demurs to my suggestion 
that useful hints may be got from obser¬ 
vation of the growth of the wild Black¬ 
berry. Undoubtedly, the wise gardener 
will not betake him to the lanes to learn 
the technique of wall training; there are 
other points, however, such as questions 
of soil, moisture, situation, and so on, 
on which 1 think they may supply useful 
object lessons. Cu.uu.es V. Hickie. 

Shannon Lairn, Glin, Vo. Limerick. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Medlar jelly. — 1 should be greatly- 
obliged if you could inform me the proper 
wav to make Medlar jelly, and, in parti¬ 
cular, in what stage of ripeness or rotten¬ 
ness the fruit should be..—W. Bennett. 

[Take sufficient ripe Medlars — they 
need not be mellow, but must be quite 
ripe. Place in a preserving-pan with the 
fiecl of a Lemon and enough water to 
cover. Simmer very gently until the fruit 
is pulped. Pour the contents of the pan 
into a large sieve and allow the liquid to 
drain off gradually. Do not press the 
pulp through or jelly will be cloudy. 
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Measure the liquid, and allow i lb. of 
sugar for every pint. Pour the liquid 
into a clean pan and boil rapidly for thirty 
minutes, skimming off the scum If neces¬ 
sary. Heat the sugar in the oven and add 
to the contents of the pan. Stir until the 
sugar is dissolved, and continue boiling 
for ten minutes. Drop a little of the 
syrup on a [date to see if it sets. If not, 
boil for a few minutes longer, or uutil 
the syrup jellies when cold. Pour the 
Jelly into small glass jars and stand in a 
sunny window for several hours. The 
next day lay a round of white tissue paper 
dipped iu the white of an egg on top of 
the jelly and cover with parchment paper 
in the usual way.] 

Pyrus japonica jelly. —Can you tell me 
if the fruits of Pyrus japonica and Pyrus 
Maulei are fit to use for making jelly ? I 
have a good quantity, and it seems a pity 
to throw them away if they are non- 
poisonous. Is there any use for Buck¬ 
thorn berries?—F. M. A. H. 

[Peel the fruits as thinly as possible, 
throwing them into a basin of cold water 
to keep them from discolouring. Allow 
for each pound of fruit three pints of cold 
water. Put the fruits into a preserving- 
pan, bring them quickly to the boil, and 
let them boil until quite soft. Strain the 
water from the fruit, pressing out the 
juice only. Weigh the water and allow a 
ltound of the best caue sugar to each 
pound of water. Put the sugar and water 
into a clean preserving-pan and boil 
quickly, stirring constantly after the 
sugar is melted. When a little dropped 
on to a plate jollies, pour at once into hot 
jelly-moulds or gallipots. Cover while 
hot with white iwsted paper, and store in 
the usual way. A nice jam can also be 
made of the fruits. For this they must 
be cored, allowing a pint of water to each 
pound of fruit, the water and fruit being 
weighed together. Allow, as for the jelly, 
a jioiind of sugar to each jiound of fruit 
and water, then boil as for the jelly. We 
have uever heard of any use for Buck- 
thorn berries.] 

Apples in Kent.— 1 have sent you a 
couple of my own Cox's. I can wish 
nothing better than that many more 
people -should over-rate them. There 
would be a larger supply for those who 
appreciate them. In Kent, where they 
are well grown, they do not eat Cox's in 
October; middle of November is con¬ 
sidered their best time for eating. II is 
not a bad thing when judging an Apple to 
find out what the man who has to get a 
living out of Apple growing plants. All 
round us the Apple-growing men grow Cox's 
in larger quantities than anything else, 
and they sell only too readily. Cox’s 
quite a.s good as mine are coming from 
Surrey at the present time as well as from 
Kent. English Apples vary in flavour 
according to the time of eatiug. 1 tried 
Tuany different kinds at Bunyard's Apple 
store one year in October and again in 
November, and found marked differences 
in American Mother. Cox's, and Blenheim 
Orange between the two periods. Flavour 
in October was scarcely recognisable in 
Cox’s or Blenheim, but delicious in Novem¬ 
ber.— Sydney Spalding. 

Haricot Beans.— There is considerable 
doubt about our climate being suitable for 
the growth and ripening of these; but if 
anyone cares to journey to Farnham, 
Surrey, a first-rate crap can lie seen, or 
could have been seen, growing on the farm 
of Messrs. S. Bide and Sous. Planted in 
the place of Hops, the Beans had taken 
possession of the wires and jioles used for 
the Hops to a height of a down feet, the 
iwds hanging thickly from top to bottom, 
the seeds iu those low down being 


thoroughly ripened. The Haricot Bean 
may also be grown without stakes by- 
stopping the growth. The firm above- 
mentioned has started with this useful 
article of food in no uncertain way, a 
space of 20 acres being devoted to it; and 
the crop, when gathered, will run into 
tons weight. That there will be a de¬ 
mand for these Beans one may be sure, 
not only for eating in the seed state, but 
us green pods, like the ordinary Ru n ner 
Bean, the more so as seeds of the latter 
are likely to be scarce next spring.—S. 

Quality Apples. —Almost the only guides 
an inexperienced amateur has in his selec¬ 
tion of trees when planting are the 
opinion of the nurseryman and the 
awards of the judges at shows. I ac¬ 
cepted these guides and found both a delu¬ 
sion and a snare, and have only ulti¬ 
mately come to a sound judgment by 
planting numerous varieties of cordon 
trees and deciding for myself which were 
the best kinds for the orchard. It is en¬ 
couraging to note that Mr. Bunyard's 
quality list contains my most appreciated 
fruits, with the exception of The Houblon, 
which I think much the best of the Cox’s 
Orange Pippin seedlings. It is more beau¬ 
tiful, crisper, and juicier than the parent, 
about the same size or a little larger, and 
a longer keeper. It cropjied badly as a 
very young tree, but is improving with 
age.—F. S. Paul, Oloudeslce, Caldy, 
Cheshire, iu Garden. 

The flavour of Potatoes.— Did anyone 
ever eat a really well-flavoured Potato 
from a cold, stiff soil'/ I never did. The 
soil explains the good flavour of Irish and 
Belgian Potatoes and the fine ones that 
tome from the Lothians iu Scotland, aud 
that for long years have supplied London 
with its best Potatoes. It is vain and 
wasteful work trying to get eatable rota- 
toes from cold, wet, or over rich soil. I 
mean to give up growing the Potato in 
my cold soil, beyond a small plot of the 
earlies in the warmest ground I have. 
Another mistake is growing it in shaded 
ground. Better buy the main supplies 
grown in^thc o]>en field iu soil that is free 
and well drained.—IV., Sussex. 

Apple King of the Pippins.—i cannol 
agree with Mr. Chute, October 13, page 
551, that there are two distinct varieties 
of King of the Pippins. Many years ago 
1 received a stock of what was called the 
late variety; but I was soou satisfied 
that there was no distinction, and all my 
exjierience since proves that the variation 
is attributable to the stock on which the 
tree is worked, soil, and situation. There 
is not the least doubt that these factors 
will explain variation in many fruits and 
flowers. Mr. Chute must possess either a 
marvellous soil or a iieculiar palate if he 
praises the flavour of either Pitmaston 
Duchess Pear or Worcester Pearuiain 
Apple. Mr. Gladstone is pleasant enough 
eating from the tree when there are few 
competitors. As Worcester Peamiuin lias 
realised wholesale 21s. and 24s. per bushel 
in ('event Garden Market, we must con¬ 
clude that the fashions of the “ mostly 
fools” are useful to the commercial fruit- 
growe is. —Wilt, Taylek. 

Carraway seeds for seasoning. 1 was 
lunching this week with a friend who has 
sojourned iu many lauds and brought 
back a number of weird recipe* with her. 
She gave me a delicious stew with a most 
unusually subtle flavour, and this I learnt 
from her came from Garraway seeds, 
which she says she uses largely for fla¬ 
vouring meat dishes. It was so extremely 
good that it made me wonder why we only 
use the little seeds over here for cukes 
when they are so good for a variety of 
other puiqioses.— Daily Mail. 
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OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

SOME NEW CHINESE CLEMATISES. 
Several very attractive species of 
Clematis have been introduced from China 
within the last twenty years, and sufficient 
time has now elapsed to allow of a fairly 
accurate estimate being formed of theirgar- 


those are excellent for planting near the 
base of small trees or large bushes over 
which they may ramble at will, for 
Clematises are far more beautiful when 
grown in such a manner than when trained 
stiffly to walls or trellises. They succeed 
in good loamy soil, giving specially good 
results in soil that contains a fair amount 
of chalk. Propagation can be effected by 



Clematis Armandi on house wall. 


den value. Some of them, unfortunately, 
are only reliable in those parts of the 
country where severe frosts are not ex¬ 
perienced, for although they grow well 
almost everywhere and live in many 
places through mild winters, a hard winter 
will probably kill them to the ground or 
even kill them outright. There are others. 

and 


however, that are 
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means of cuttings inserted in light soil in 
a close frame during summer. The fol¬ 
lowing are all very attractive :— 

C. Abmandi. —This is a very strong- 
growing evergreen plant reaching 30 feet 
high, bearing in May, or sometimes earlier, 
large clusters of white flowers along a 
considerable part of last year’s shoots. 
The flowers are each 2 inches or more 


across. Unfortunately, it is not particu¬ 
larly hardy, although there are numerous 
gardens in the south of England where it 
gives excellent results. The accompany¬ 
ing illustration conveys an idea of the 
vigour of the plant. 

0. lasiandha is a late-flowering plant 
introduced in 1900. It is a native of both 
China and Japan, and grows into a large 
tangled mass sometimes 15 feet or 20 feet 
high. The flowers are each nearly 2 inches 
across, white, or sometimes heavily stained 
with purple, and often about three are 
carried in a cluster. It flowers in October 
and is less decorative than the last-named. 
The leaves fall soon after the flowers fade. 

C. Montana bubens is the best of all 
the new Chinese Clematises. Very like 
the old and well-known C. montana in 
habit, it can be distinguished by its 
reddish stems and red leaf veins. The 
flowers, reddish-purple in colour, are borne 
very freely in May. It is an excellent 
plant for placing at the foot of a small 
tree over which it can be allowed to 
ramble at will. 

C. Montana var. Wilsoni is another 
new variety of the old Mountain Clematis. 
It differs from the older plant in its large 
white flowers being 3 inches across and by 
its blooming in August instead of in 
spring. 

C. Rehdebiana forms a very large 
tangled mass sometimes growing over 
20 feet high. It bears rather small, 
fragrant, yellow flowers in large clusters 
during July and August. Wild in Western 
China, it was introduced to Prance in 1898 
and to this country six years later. 

C. tanuutica is sometimes included as a 
variety of C. orientalis. It is wild in 
Central Asia, and was introduced to this 
country in 1898. It is perfectly hardy and 
is distinct from all other species by reason 
of its golden blossoms being much larger 
than those of other yellow-flowered 
Clematises. Flowers are borne during the 
greater part of summer, and they are fol¬ 
lowed by large, hairy balls of seed. D. 

.Surrey. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Cladioli.— The conns of these may uow 
be lifted. It Is better not to cut these 
over, unless they are grown in small 
quantities, but to lift them with the 
foliage so that they may be tied in 
bundles. The conns, when the foliage 
lias ripened and been removed, can be 
stored along with the tubers of Dahlias. 
Similarly, the .tubers of Salvia patens 
should now be attended to. I have had 
plants of this out-of-doors over a series 
of ordinary winters with only slight pro¬ 
tection; but it is always- safer to lift, at 
any rate, a proportion of the roots. S. 
piaten.s is easily ruised from seeds sown 
in the early mouths of the year; but plants 
from cuttings always come into bloom 
earlier than seedlings.—W. McG. 

The Caucasian Scabious (Scabiosa eau- 
casiea).—This is one of the handsomest 
hardy perennials we possess, and one 
which should be grown by everyone, if 
only for the sake of its flowers for cut¬ 
ting, a use to which they are particularly 
well adapted, as they last a long time in 
water, and their peculiar soft lilac-blue 
shade is charming. It grows from 1 i feet 
to 3 feet high, forming a spreading dense 
tuft, thriving well in any open place in 
ordinary garden soil. It is a plant that 
stands almost alone in its beauty and 
character, and makes a beautiful group, 
or it might be carefully associated with 
other suitable plants. It is a very 
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VEGETABLES. 

THE STORAGE OF POTATOES. 

(Concluded from page 009.) 

To make a clamp OB pie. —Select the 
driest part of the ground. Mark out a 
strip 3 feet 0 inches wide and long enough 
to take the Potatoes to be stored. Having 
graded the Potatoes pile them in a heap 
with sides as upright as possible—in the 
shape of the letter A. Cover the sides and 
ends of the clamp with a layer of long 
Wheat-straw 4 inches in thickness, taking 
care that the lower ends of the straw are 
pressed close to the ground, for it is along 
the edge of the clamp that frost most often 
gets in. The long straw layer should 
reach almost to the top of the Potatoes. 
To keep the straw in place, throw a layer 
of earth along the lower edge of the clamp. 
In order to keep off rain, a covering of 
long straw (Wheat or Barley—hot Oat 
straw) is placed over the ridge so that the 
ends overlap the straw at the sides. By 
this means any rain which falls will run 
down the outside and mot into the clamp. 
The straw may be kept in position by 
means of a layer of earth 3 inches thick 
covering the sides from the base up to 
4 inches from the top of the ridge. At the 
approach of winter the clamp must be 
finished. This is done by covering the 
clamp, except along the middle of the riflge, 
with a thick coat of soil dug out from 
along the sides. Asa result of the digging 
a drainage trench a foot or so wide and 
0 inches deep is formed. An outlet is cut 
in the trench to allow water collecting 
there to drain away. The earth is worked 
on the sides and ends with a spade, and 
is made firm and smooth as the clamping 
proceeds. A thickness of ti inches of 
earth is quite sufficient to give protection 
against moderate frosts; but in very 
severe weather, such as that experienced 
last winter, even 12 inches may not be 
enough. It should be lemembered, how¬ 
ever, that too much soil encourages the 
stored Potatoes to grow in the clamp. 
Finally put a thick layer of short litter 
along the ridge. For small lots, of one 
ton or less, the clamp may be made in the 
shape of a cone, with a round base, built 
up as high in the centre as the base 
allows, and well strawed with as straight 
straw as can be obtained. Unless the 
clamp shows signs of giving way owing to 
the rotting of the tubers, it may be left 
undisturbed until February. It should 
then be opened and the Potatoes in¬ 
spected. If left longer they are likely to 
sprout vigorously, and in that case much 
of the goodness of the Potatoes will be 
lost. 

Storing seed Potatoes.— Every care 
should be taken to prevent the exposure 
of seed Potatoes to cold ; for even at a 
temperature not low enough to kill the 
tuber (be eyes may l>o permanently 
injured. Scotch and Irish seed Potatoes 
give (lie largest yield. Yields almost, if 
not quite, as large are obtained from 
“once grown” Scotch or Irish seed, pro¬ 
vided the seed is from Scotch or Irish 
Potatoes grown for one year in a good 
Potato district—-for example, Lincoln¬ 
shire, the Wisbech district of Cambridge¬ 
shire, and parts of Yorkshire. By “once 
grown ” Scotch or Irish seed is meant seed 
of Potatoes of Scotch or Irish origin 
grown for one year in this country. 
Because of the importance of obtaining 
seed not only true to name but also of 
known origin, growers should place their 
orders witti firms of established reputa¬ 
tion as soon as possible after they have 
decided upon their requirements for the 
coming year. 
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Lifting.— If it is intended to save 
tubers for seed the best course is to set 
apart a portion of the crop and to lift it 
before the tubers are fully ripe, for it is 
a well proved fact that immature tubers 
make the best sets. 

Selection of seed.— First earliest Seed 
of first early varieties should consist of 
uniform, clean, ware sized tubers. The 
selected tubers should be allowed to lie on 
sacking or on the ground for a few days, 
and should be turned occasionally so that 
they become greened. By this means the 
keeping quality of the sets is improved. 
The tubers should then be placed “ crown 
end ’’ up]iermost in shallow boxes or 
trays, or on shelves one layer deep, in a 
frost-proof, eool place, where they get as 
much light and air as possible. Tubers 
so “boxed” develop two or three strong, 
green sprouts instead of a large number 
of weakly shoots, which they produce if 
they are pitted or kept in the dark. Sets 
(seed) so treated need not be cut at plant¬ 
ing time nor need any of their sprouts be 
removed. 

Second earlies, main chop, and other 
varieties.— Thi 1 seed of these varieties 
should also be selected at the time of lift¬ 
ing. The tubers need not be so large as 
in the ease of the first earlies. Tubers 
about the size of a hen’s egg and of not 
less than 2 oz. in weight will make good 
seed, though, if required, larger tubers 
may also be used. Wherever it is pos¬ 
sible the seed should bo placed two or 
three layers deep in boxes, and the boxes 
stored in a well-lit, airy, but frostproof 
place, such as a sited, outhouse, or disused 
room of a dwelling-house. Where the 
quantity is too large for the seed to be 
treated in this manner, it must be chinqied. 
When the clamp is opened in the spring, 
any sprouts which have been formed 
should be removed .—Food Production 
Leaflet No. 6. 
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NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Asparagus —The plants of the per¬ 
manent beds, having completed their 
growth, no benefit is gained by allowing 
the stems to remain. The stems should, 
therefore, lie cut down and burnt, so that 
the beds may be cleared of fallen leaves 
and other rubbish. The speediest and 
best way of clearing the Asparagus growth 
is to use a pair of hedge shears, and the 
rubbish should lie burnt on the nearest 
vacant ground. Clear the beds of all 
weeds, and spread over the beds a little 
well-decayed farmyard manure, which 
should be covered with a little soil from 
the alleys. Leave the latter in a straight 
and tidy condition, and the beds will need 
no further attention until next spring. 
No kitchen-garden crop lends itself more 
readily to forcing than Asparagus, and 
few vegetables are more appreciated. 
The roots of Asparagus should never be 
exposed to the air a moment longer than 
is necessary. As soon as possible after 
they are taken up they should lie placed 
in the position in which they are to be 
forced, covering them immediately with 
.soil. If the roots have to be purchased 
and sent a distance, they should bo care¬ 
fully packed in damp Moss. Directly they 
arrive they should be placed in position 
and covered. Just sufficient top and 
bottom beat should lie provided to start 
tile crowns into growth, either in a forcing 
bouse or on a bed of fermenting materials. 
Tile plants should lie given a thorough 
watering, and in fine weather be damped 
over twice each day with tepid water.— 
F. W. G. 

French Beans. —A touch of frost having 
put an end to French Beans out-of-doors, 
an early opportunity will be taken of pre¬ 
paring the quarter for digging. It is 
always, I tliink, better to get such plants 
out before they are frosted into pulp, 
when the clcaring-off is more unpleasant. 
—Scot. 


Wart disease in Potatoes _The note 

from Mr. Arnott, in Gardening of Octo¬ 
ber 13th, page 555, respecting wart 
disease is timely, and shows the need 
for all owners of old gardens where Pota¬ 
toes have been planted to well rough-dig 
the plots at onee in order that frost and 
ail' may have a chance of purifying the 
soil. In ckised-in gardens, like the one 
alluded to, I would advocate using lime 
rather liberally, provided this can be 
spread on the ground early in the winter. 
My ’attention has been drawn to a pre¬ 
cisely similar case this autumn as that de¬ 
scribed by Mr. Arnott, where the disease 
affected a number of tubers, the result 
being that the crop lias been condemned 
by the Board of Agriculture. In this par¬ 
ticular instance the garden also is an old 
one, surrounded by a hedge and smothered 
with worn-out fruit-trees and old peren¬ 
nials. What really is required is that 
most of the st'ufT should lie grabbed up 
and burnt, the ground well trenched this 
winter, and a fresh start made next 
spring. Anything short of this, in my 
opinion, is useless, and it is the conclu¬ 
sion of the Board of Agriculture inspector, 
with whom I discussed the question a few 
weeks ago; indeed, he told me that the 
bulk of cases of wart disease was those 
on old and neglected gardens, and nothing 
less than a good fire did any good. Un¬ 
fortunately, it is a disease which spreads 
rapidly, and though one may lie ever so 
careful in one’s own garden, if a neigh¬ 
bour neglects to do .what is wanted, 
disease soon gets a foothold. I should 
hesitate at planting anything on land in¬ 
fected with wart disease. Cleanliness in 
a garden is an absolute necessity.— 
Townsman. 

Chicory. —As Lettuces and Endive be¬ 
come less plentiful, Chicory can be used 
to make good the deficiency. A slight 
amount of warmth only is necessary for 
the forcing of this, the temperature of the 
Mushroom-house sufficing where such a 
structure exists. Failing this, the roots 
may lie forced in a greenhouse under the 
stage. Boxes deep enough for the pots 
of roots to he stood inside or planted 
answer well for this purpose, the great 
thing being to exclude all light-, otherwise 
the blanching of the tops will not be. per¬ 
fect, I have also had good results before 
now by planting a dozen or so roots at a 
time in a sheltered position, covering 
them with a foot in depth of fine soil. 
Growth is less rapid, but the tops ob¬ 
tained are of a more robust nature. A 
fresh relay of roots put in every ten or 
fourteen days gives a sufficient supply for 
ordinary purposes.—A. W. 

Defoliating Brussels Sprouts.— I notice 
a good number of doubtless well-meaning 
people are busy stripping their Brussels 
Sprouts of the large leaves, some of which 
are yellow. This may give a tidy appear¬ 
ance to the plants, hut it is well worth 
remembering that last year, when we ex¬ 
perienced most Arctic weather, plants 
which had been denuded of their foliage 
in this way suffered very much, while 
those upon which the leaves had been left 
furnished many good Sprouts by reason of 
the protection the foliage afforded. Is it 
not, under these circumstances, worth 
while to put up with the untidy appear¬ 
ance for a time, if one may ensure a good 
supply of Sprouts? —Woodhastwick. 

Late-sown Beetroot should be lifted 
without delay. This is an important crop, 
and great care should be exercised while 
lifting the roots, so that not the slightest 
scratching or breaking of the skin may 
take place. A cool, dry shed is the best 
place to store Beet, and the position 
should be quite frost-proof.—F. AV. G. 

Late Peas.. —A severe frost will destroy 
the plants in one night: therefore, when 
it is evident that the night, will lie frosty, 
all the pods fit for picking will be gathered 
in the same afternoon. They will keep 
good for a considerable time if spread out 
in a cool ahull 1 .'—F. W . G. 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom November 6th .—Hardy Fuchsias 
(in variety). Ceanothus, Jasminum nudi- 
jlorum, Escallonia montevidensis, Veroni¬ 
cas (in variety), Hypericums, Lauru- 
stinus, Myrtle, Ericas (in variety). Mcn- 
ziesias, Andromeda polifolia, Choisya 
ternata, Abelia rupestris, Osrnanthus 
ilicifolius, Michaelmas Daisies (in 
variety), Phyyelius capensis, Pentstcmons 
(in variety), Nepctu Milssini, Verbena 
venosa. Lobelia cardinalis, Corydalis 
thalictrifolia, G. Ultra, Mertensia echi- 
oides, Sedum spcctabile, Mcconopsis cam- 
brica, Salvia Greigi, S. azurea gran di- 
flora, Clematis (in variety), Boses, Pam¬ 
pas Grasses, Convolvulus mauritanicus, 
Erigeron mucronatus, Androsace lanu¬ 
ginosa, Parochetus communis, dwarf 
Campanulas, Armeria Laucheana rosea, 
Linarias, Tufted Pansies (in variety), 
Crocus speciosus. Anemone coronaria, 
hardy Cyclamens, Stcrnbcrgia Intea. 

The week’s work.— The planting of 
Roses has been completed, and the beds 
mulched with manure from a spent Mush¬ 
room bed. Some large clumps of herba¬ 
ceous Pseonies have been lifted, divided, 
and replanted. As the flowering season 
of these plants is rather short, it is well 
to mix with them other suitable plants 
that will bloom later. Tree Pfeonies may 
be planted now as opportunities occur. 
The soil for these should lie enriched with 
good fibrous loam, leaf-mould, and 
manure. The plants should be put into 
the soil rather deeply—that is, below the 
point where the graft was inserted. Any 
suckers that may subsequently appear 
must be pulled off. If plants on their 
own roots are procurable, these are much 
to Ik? preferred. If after wet weather in 
spring severe frorts seem likely, it is ad¬ 
visable to give Tree Pfeonies slight pro¬ 
tection. The beds containing Christmas 
Hoses have been cleared of weeds, the sur¬ 
face loosened, and a good mulch of de¬ 
cayed farmyard manure applied. A few 
of the. plants have l>een protected with 
handlights. These will flower by Christ¬ 
mas or early in the New Year, and the 
quality of the blooms will be far superior 
to that of those which are unprotected. 
The borders containing Amaryllis Bella¬ 
donna have been cleaned, the surlace-soil 
lightly forked up, and the bulbs top- 
dressed with good loam, a little lime 
rubble, and well-decayed manure. Notes 
have been made as to which of the 
Michaelmas Daisies are to Ik? discarded 
and which retained. Many of the older 
varieties are worthless compared with cer¬ 
tain of the newer sorts, and as these are 
cheap, there is no reason why inferior 
sorts should be retained. The beauty of 
these plants is often s]>oilt by allowing 
them to grow undisturbed for a number of 
years. To obtain the best results they 
should be dug up and replanted every 
season, selecting only small pieces for re¬ 
setting, as each shoot will make a good 
specimen. Although most commonly 
grown in the mixed border, they are seen 
to better advantage in hold groups by 
themselves. 

The water garden.— -There is much de¬ 
caying foliage that may be removed with 
advantage at this season. These remarks 
refer to plants growing by the water’s 
edge. The plumes of the Typhas and 
Phragmites communis retain their decora¬ 
tive value for some time, and should be 
allowed to remain. The water should he 
kept clear of leaves and other rubbish, 
and if it is intended to replant any Nvm- 
phseas or other aquatics, their positions 
should lie marked while the growth is an 
them, as afterwards it is often difficult 
to locate them. Any division or replant¬ 
ing of such as Astillies, Seneeios, Poly¬ 
gonums, etc., that grow so well by the 
water’s edge, should now he carried out. 
The same remarks apply to Irises that 
thrive well in moist situations, such as 
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Iris Kssmpferi, I. sibirica, and I. Pseud- 
acorus. F. W. Gallop. 

Lifford Hall Gardens, Oundtc, Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Herbaceous borders. —The majority of 
the occupants having now passed out of 
bloom the plants should be cut down—not 
too close to the ground—and the borders 
made clean and tidy for the winter. If 
in need of a top-dressing of manure, this 
may lie applied directly afterwards and be 
lightly pointed in, unless there are quan¬ 
tities of bulbs in the borders the where¬ 
abouts of which are not precisely known, 
in which case the pointing had (letter be 
deferred until later or when the growths 
appear at Hive ground. As an extra quantity 
of manure is in the majority of instances 
now required for vegetable growing, in 
many cases, but little, if any, will be avail¬ 
able for the herbaceous borders; but shift 
can lie made with old hotlied material, 
which, although not very rich, will answer 
the purpose, and serve in the case of heavy 
soils to render them both lighter and 
warmer. The same may be said of the 
garden refuse heap after it has been 
charred by fire and screened to rid it of 
stones and other foreign matter. In the 
event of neither being forthcoming, re¬ 
course must lie had to artificial manures, 
of which basic slag, which is cheap, will 
answer well if applied now. This can lie 
used at the rate of from 2 oz. to 4 oz. per 
square yard, according to the necessities 
of the case. Bone-meal may also be used. 
This Wing slow in action, may be applied 
at the present time. Both this and basic 
slag should be dug in. If any alterations 
in regard to the disposition of any of the 
subjects in the border are necessary, or 
if new plants are to be introduced, these 
matters should W attended to before 
manuring and digging take place. In the 
case of borders which have been in exist¬ 
ence for some time and stand in need of 
Wing replanted, the present is a good time 
to carry it out. In this ease the soil 
should W well manured and thoroughly 
dug after lifting and laying in the plants 
for the time being in some convenient 
spot. When replanting, use the outside 
portions only and reject the worn-out in¬ 
side parts of such subjects as Phloxes, 
Golden Rods, Sunflowers in variety, and 
other things of a like nature. 

New borders _The making of these 

should also be done now, so that the soil 
may have time to get settled before plant¬ 
ing takes place. The soil should be dug 
three spits deep, and where the subsoil is 
of an inferior quality it should, after hav¬ 
ing been loosened and manured, W left 
there. Garden refuse in an advanced 
stage of decomposition answers well for 
lightening and enriching the lower strata 
in such cases, and economises the use of 
manure of Wtter quality. For heavy and 
clay loams, old mortar rubbish and 
charred refuse may with advantage be 
used to render them less adhesive. This 
may W used in addition to manure. 

Michaelmas Daisies. —As soon as the 
late varieties have ceased flowering, all 
should he cut down, weeds hoed off, and 
the border made tidy. Nothing more will 
need to W done until February next, when 
the stools should be lifted, divided, and 
replanted. 

Rock garden. —A general clean-up is 
now neeessary, after which any additions 
of new compost necessary and in other 
cases a top-dressing of suitable material 
may bt? afforded. Where strong-growing 
subjects have encroached on their neigh¬ 
bours, they must be curtailed.by cutting 
round them and digging up the portions 
extending beyond their due limits. Addi¬ 
tional planting in the shape of new intro¬ 
ductions or choice subjects for the making 
good of vacancies may ajso he done now. 

Protecting tender subjects. — Such 
shrubs and climbers as are not quite hardy 
enough to withstand the severity of out- 


winters should be afforded adequate pro¬ 
tection in good time. Straw or bracken, 
held in place with mats or canvas, forms 
an effective protection, and looks as neat 
as anything if a little care is bestowed on 
the way the work is done. 

Outdoor Figs —In many gardens it is 
necessary to protect the trees if a crop of 
fruit is desired. This is best afforded in 
the manner described in the preceding 
note. There is one advantage to be 
gained in this ease which cannot often l>e 
effected with regard to shrubs, etc., which 
is that the branches can be detached from 
the wall and brought down near to the 
ground. This means that far less 
material is required for covering than 
would be the case if the branches are left 
in their original position. If it has not 
already been done, all partly-formed fruits 
should be pulled off, as these will only 
drop after the trees start into growth 
next season, and not swell to maturity as 
many fondly imagine they will if left. 

Morello Cherries. —Owing to the time 
and labour absorbed in the training, tying, 
or nailing, as the case may lie, of Morellos, 
it is always good policy to get the work 
done, if possible, liefore too cold weather 
sets ill, as it can then lie canned out milch 
more expeditiously. The pruning, which 
consists of cutting out as much of the old 
wood as ean be spared or is desirable and 
thinning out as far as is necessary this 
season’s shoots, should, therefore, he 
attended to without further delay and the 
wall cleaned down afterwards if deemed 
necessary. Attention is drawn to this 
fact for the simple reason that the face 
of the wall on which Morellos are trained 
ofttimes, especially when the copings arc 
not wide enough to shell rain-water clear 
of the trees, becomes overgrown with 
Moss. This, in addition to its being an 
eyesore, furnishes fine hibernating 
quarters for insects, and should for this 
reason alone lie cleared away. A stiff 
bass or birch broom vigorously used will 
quickly accomplish this. The trees must, 
of course, Ik? detached to enable it to lie 
done, and Indore refastening them to the 
wall it is a good plan to well wash the 
latter with soap-suds fresh from the 
laundry. The hotter and the more 
vigorously this wash is applied, the more 
effectively will it accomplish its purpose. 
As regards the pruning, enough young 
shoots must lie left to furaish the tree in 
all parts: but overcrowding must be 
avoided, the general rule being to leave 
sufficient so that when trained oilt they 
will stand about 4 inches apart. Shoots 
which have to he dispensed with should 
he cut clean out and not spurred, this 
being unnecessary, as the shoots retained 
in their entirety are, or should be, suffi¬ 
cient to supply an ample crop of fruit. 
When spurs are left they should always 
lie cut away after they have fruited. 

Flower garden.— As the leaves are now 
fast being shed, an effort should be made 
to maintain a semblanoe of tidiness by 
raking and sweeping them lyi as often as 
time and labour permit. Many of these 
are of little or no value to store away for 
hotbed making, etc., as they so quickly 
decay; but they come in useful for adding 
to the manure for ground which is about 
to ho dug up, especially if bastard-trench¬ 
ing is contemplated. For this purpose a 
large quantity oan advantageously bo dis¬ 
posed of. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Pruning Vines _In pruning young, 

vigorous Vines do not leave too much 
wood. They may lie safely cut hack to 
two good buds. In the case of old Vines 
it is sometimes advisable not to prune 
quite so hard. If the Vines have been in¬ 
fested with insects, thoroughly wash and 
dress the rods with a strong solution of 
Gishurst compound. On the other hand, 
Vines which have not been infested with 
insects may lie given a good washing, ns 
nothing is gained, Ijv drpssing where there 
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is nothing for the dressing to destroy. Of 
all the insects the Grape-grower has to 
contend with mealy-bug is most to be 
dreaded. I have found the following very 
safe and effectual (if used with care) for 
dressing Vines badly infested with mealy¬ 
bug:—Three parts clay, a little water, 
and one part fresh gas tar, thoroughly 
mixed and boiled together. The Vines 
should not be scraped, but all loose bark 
removed with the hand. When cold, 
apply the mixture with a paint-brush, 
rubbing it well into all the old wood, but 
taking great care not to touch the buds. 

Vines in late houses _If the lateral 

and extension growths have not teen re¬ 
moved, take them off at once, as they hold 
moisture and keep the sap in motion. Re¬ 
move the ripe foliage as it parts freely to 
the touch, hut not before. In damp or 
foggy weather keep the front ventilators 
dosed, and give a chink of air at the 
ape.x, with just sufficient fire-heat to expel 
moisture. On bright days create a circu¬ 
lation of air by opening the top and 
bottom ventilators for a few hours, warm¬ 
ing the pipes to set it in motion, and 
shutting up in time to prevent the tem¬ 
perature falling below 45 degs. after the 
heat is turned off. All outside borders 
should be well covered with litter, and 
where the Grapes are required to hang 
until after Christmas lights or shutters 
should also be placed over the border. 

Outdoor Figs. —Except in favoured loca¬ 
lities and near the sea coast, Figs need 
a certain amount of protection during 
winter. The tree* have, therefore, been 
detached, the branches tied into bundles, 
and brought down as near to the ground 
level an cireumstances permit, prepara¬ 
tory to covering them with dry straw and 
mats. 

Pot plants which are. intended to re¬ 
main in the frame ground in the open 
should be plunged to their rims in ashes, 
so that there will be no danger of the 
frost breaking the pots. Mats or other 
covering material should te at hand ready 
to place on the unheated frames when 
frost seems imminent, and it is as well to 
place similar coverings on cold nights on 
the glass of heated frames. This is a 
better plan than increasing the amount of 
fire-heat. Water should he sparingly 
given to plants in cold frames. It is 
tetter to keep the plants somewhat on 
the dry side, for when charged with mois¬ 
ture they are more readily affected by low 
temperatures. When water is required it 
should te applied on the mornings of fine 
days. 

Narcissi and Tulips potted for forcing 
will soon he sufficiently rooted for re¬ 
moval from the ash ted. They are then 
placed in cold frames and shaded with 
mats for a few days. They will te placed 
in gentle heat as required. Narcissi must 
not be subjected to, a high temperature, 
or many will go blind, and any flowers 
they produce will be poor. 

Artichokes have been afforded protec¬ 
tion from frost by placing a good quan¬ 
tity of long litter around each clump, but 
taking care not to cover the plants over¬ 
head or they will soon decay. After¬ 
wards the ground between the rows is 
dug and a good dressing of horse drop¬ 
pings applied. These plants are more fre¬ 
quently injured by cold, water-logged soil 
in winter than hy frost., and they should 
not te planted in a low or moist position 
if it can be avoided. 

Broccoli appears none too hardy this 
year, and tefore severe weather sets in it 
will te advisable to lay at least a por¬ 
tion of the plants on their sides to enable 
them to withstand severe frost. This is 
accomplished by taking out a trench next 
to the end row and turning over the plants 
so that their heads face north. The 
second row is treated similarly, covering 
Ihe stems of the first row with the soil 
taken out from the second trench. Make 
the plants quite firm in the ground, as 
they are very tender at the collars. The 
roots should not te disturbed more than 
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is necessary to avoid a severe check. 
I Some covering material may be necessary 
during severe weather. Whatever' is usecl 
should te as dry as possible, and removed 
directly the weather is mild again. 

Broad Beans —-A small solving has teen 
made in a sheltered position where the 
soil is fairly well drained, for although 
this Bean delights in a heavy soil in 
summer, it is not advisable to sow in stiff 
land at this date. Germination is slow at 
this season, and many of the seeds would 
perish in very wet conditions. For this 
sowing, dwarf, hardy varieties such as 
Beck’s Green Gem, Mazagan, and Dwarf 
Cluster are chosen, these being more suit¬ 
able than the taller-growing Kinds. The 
seeds are sown in double rows, setting 
them alternately in the rows and allowing 
a distance of not less than 2 feet between 
the rows. When the plants appear above 
ground it will be necescsary to protect 
them from the ravages of slugs with a 
good dressing of soot and lime. A mulch 
of manure will te applied later to protect 
the roots from severe frosts. 

F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Fruit-trees on walls. —"With the excep¬ 
tion of late Pears, the crops have now 
been cleared from the trees upon walls. 
It by no means follows, however, that the 
work is completed until pruning-time 
arrives. On walls, especially in the case 
of those which are protected by a coping, 
the soil in the neaglibourhood of the trees 
ought to te carefully inspected, with a 
view to correcting any lack of moisture 
at the roots. If these are permitted at 
this season to get dry there will, beyond 
question, te danger of bud-dropping in 
spring. This is especially the case with 
stone fruit; and although the rainfall may 
have lteen excessive, yet it is wise to make 
sure that the roots are not suffering from 
dryness near the wall. Any trees which 
may require it should te thoroughly 
watered, this attention often making ail 
the difference between good and indifferent 
crops next season. It is not always pos¬ 
sible to avoid cropping the borders in the 
immediate vicinity of wall trees; but, in 
any case, no crop should te liennitted 
within 5 feet or more of the wall. When 
the bor ders are teing dug it is customary 
to skin the surface of the alleys with a 
view to burying seedling weeds as the 
digging goes on. This practice cannot te 
complained of; hut it should be remem¬ 
bered that when alleys are skinned year 
after year without a top-dressing of fresh 
soil being given the practice is bound to 
te prejudicial to the welfare of the trees. 
The alleys should lie forked up and 
top-dressed every season, quite apart from 
mulching. It is not, perhaps, always con¬ 
venient to attend to this; hut the point 
is worth bearing in mind. 

Shrubberies. —AVliile there is yet a cer¬ 
tain, though rather limited, amount of 
bloom among shrubs, the main interest at 
present centres in the display of autumn- 
tinted foliage. This is particularly fine 
this season, Azaleas being among the most 
attractive. Maples, although there is not 
such a wide range of colour, are equally 
attractive, the pale lemon-tinted leaves of 
some varieties teing particularly note¬ 
worthy. Cherries (Cerasus) of varieties 
are very handsome, so, too, are the leaves 
of the Dogwood (Gornus). Shrubs which 
I have not hitherto associated with those 
which are attractive by reason of their 
maturing foliage, but which are just now 
very ornamental, are the Witch Hazels, 
especially Hamamelis virginica. The 
promise of terries continues to te very 
encouraging, those of some varieties of 
Holly already teginning to colour up. 
Cotoneaeter frigida is heavily laden, and 
the terries are rapidly turning scarlet. 
As the attacks of birds—at any rate, for 
some time—are not unduly severe, the 
display will te prolonged. Better than 
usual, and meriting mention, are the 
large heps of Rosa rugose; hut as black¬ 


birds are inordinately fond of these, their 
duration cannot te long depended upon. 

Rock plants. —Some judgment is neces¬ 
sary in cleaning down rock work. On the 
one hand, there are plants which are bene¬ 
fited by the retention of withered growths 
and of fallen leaves, these being useful 
in keeping some of the more tender rock 
plants safe from frost. On the other 
hand, it should te remembered that there 
is another' class of plants which resent too 
much moisture, and at times decaying 
growths and fallen leaves are apt to hold 
rather too much wet. It is impossible to 
draw a hard-and-fast line aS to what ought 
to te protected and what may be more 
satisfactorily exposed. Local conditions, 
and, of course, the class of plants culti¬ 
vated, will in all instances be the most 
satisfactory guide, always bearing in 
mind that damp in our climate is more to 
te dreaded than frost. 

Pampas Grass. —Whatever may be the 
case elsewhere, a look round in the course 
of the week shows that the stately plumes 
of Pampas Grass are much behind their 
usual time. This is unfortunate, not 
only because their display is, perhaps, 
more effective at this time than at a later 
date, but because, in addition, when the 
weather has thoroughly broken down, the 

I dumes are apt to te knocked about by 
ligh winds and spoiled bv rain or, what is 
not unknown in early November, by an 
early snowfall. When cutting the inflor¬ 
escences, they ought to be taken with as 
great a length of stem as possible and hung 
up in a slightly heated and dry atmo¬ 
sphere for a time before teing used in the 
house. 

Fruit-trees under glass. —Continue to 
keep the syringe or engine at work until 
the last leaf has fallen. I think it is 
always better to let the foliage drop natur¬ 
ally than to hasten its fall by any means. 
I have seen a Peach-house cleared of 
foliage in a very short time by burning 
sulphur in the house with doors and ven¬ 
tilator's tightly closed. This was prac¬ 
tised by a very good fruit-grower under 
whom I worked five and twenty years ago, 
and in a place where early forcing was 
necessary. I never saw any evil results 
from this practice, but it never appeared 
to me to te quite a correct method to 
follow. As the leaves drop, clear them 
away, and ventilate very fully. There 
has of late been a lack of sun ; but, never¬ 
theless, the wood is ripening up fairly 
well, and upon those trees from which the 
foliage has fallen buds are standing out 
in a very promising way. There must be 
no halting between two opinions now as 
to whether the borders require moisture. 
If there te. the slightest doubt on the 
matter, let them te watered. 

Chrysanthemums.— Perhaps owing in a 
measure to the eool weather which was ex¬ 
perienced for two months or more tefore 
Chrysanthemums were housed, the plants 
have a particularly healthy look, and the 
foliage has teen retained to the rim of 
the pots. This, while of no groat material 
moment, makes the plants more attractive 
in appearance. Since housing, two light 
vaporising* have teen given, not that 
they were needed, but as a measure of 
precaution. Although the plants were 
grown on a hard and, apparently, im¬ 
pervious bottom, worms have been trouble¬ 
some in a few pots, but these have been 
got rid of by watering with lime-water. 
A little heat conitnned with free ventila¬ 
tion is needful at this time in order to 
counteract damp. 

Work out-of-doors has been impossible, 
rain having fallen almost incessantly 
through the week. As rats and other 
vermin now begin to draw in from the 
fields, some trapping and poisoning have 
been done. Poisoning is very effective; 
hut I think that trapping, if i>ersisted in, 
is more likely to scare rats away. Unless 
poisoning is in very careful hands, acci¬ 
dents to poultry, domestic animals, and 
pets are apt to occur. W. McGttfoo . 
liahnur <htnlrus. Kirhviiilbriijht. 
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ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

November 6th, 1917. 

A comparatively small exhibition char¬ 
acterised the ordinary fortnightly meeting 
held on this date, albeit that was aug¬ 
mented by the National Chrysanthemum 
Society holding its annual exhibition in 
conjunction therewith. The handsome 
collection of Apples from Eymsford at¬ 
tracted much attention, the fruit gener¬ 
ally' being very line. Nerines. too, were 
bright and effective in more than one in¬ 
stance, while Orclrid exhibits were above 
the average. Hardy plants were almost 
nil. though pots of Autumn Crocuses 
afforded proof of the almost endless suc¬ 
cession of these plants as now obtains. 
Several novelties gained awards. 

GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 

Nerines were very bright and attractive, 
and, where touched by the sunlight, most 
effective as a whole. A brilliant novelty 
in Mr. Herbert Chapman's group rvas 
Montague Chapman. Other good sorts 
were Miss Wooiward (rosy-salmon, very 
free, decorative), Dawn (brilliant red). 
Gaby Deslys (deep eerise), Keston Beauty 
(salmon-scarlet), and Rosy Morn (whose 
petals are faced with pale purple). Nina 
Buckhorse is of dull carmine with pale 
purple stripe. In a rather extensive col¬ 
lection of these bulbous flowers from Mr. 
G. Reuthe, the brilliant N. corusca and 
its seedling varieties made a telling patch 
of colour; while, of others, Peace (softest 
pink), Rosebud (two distinct varieties 
bore this name), Rheingold (salmon, very 
beautiful), Galatea (deep eerise. of good 
form), and Juliet, a Bowdeni Seedling, 
were the more conspicuous. Of the Car¬ 
nations shown by Messrs. Allwood 
Brothers, the new yellow ground fancy 
Marion Wilson marks a decided advance 
in the perpetual-flowering race. It is the 
best of this type we have seen. Champion 
(scarlet) and Benora (white ground fancy) 
were also good. In a group of Carnations 
from Messrs. Stuart Low and Co., Bril¬ 
liant, New Scarlet, and Czarina (helio¬ 
trope) were the pick. Ferns and Be¬ 
gonias were staged by Messrs. H. B. May 
and Sons, the latter Including several 
varieties of Gloire de Lorraine, also 
Em It.a and Optima of the new winter¬ 
flowering set. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Various shrubs were shown by Messrs. 
Pil>t*r, Pynacantha Lselandi (full of fruits) 
being most attractive. Nandina domes- 
tica had brilliant-coloured leafage. The 
most beautiful hardy plant in flower in 
Mr. Reuthe’x group was Crocus Tourne- 
forti. It is of lilac-mauve tone, and the 
flowers remain open continuously till they 
fade. Gentians sino-oniata and Oxalis 
lobatn were also remarked. 

ORCHIDS. 

These were in greater numbers than 
usual, the brilliant lot from Messrs. Arm¬ 
strong and Brown, rich in variety and 
novelties, attracting attention. Quite the 
rarest variety shown was Cattleya a urea 
albens, whose sepals and iietats a re white. 
Most striking in colour was Cattleya 
illustris Cloth of Gold (the orange-gold 
shade both rich and refined). Odonto- 
glossum Madeline, O. Aspasia, and O. 
Adonis (the last-named white and free 
from markings) were prominent among 
many, while Cattleya diesiami alba and 
C. Saturn alba were very chaste and beau¬ 
tiful. Sir Jeremiah Column, Bart., 
Gatton Park, Rcigate (Mr. W. Collier, 
gardener), had fine pieces of Odontoglos- 
sum splendidum album, Cattleya Portia, 
and C. Lorrui Fielden (the last-named 
clear, soft rose colour). The most strik¬ 
ing novelty of the/tnifeting was (tattleva 
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Astron, The Dell variety (Dusseldorfiana 
Undine x Ilarrisoni Stanley’s variety). 
It was remarkable for the purity of its 
solid-looking white flowers. Mr. .1. E. 
Shill, The Dell Gardens, Englefleld Green, 
was the exhibitor. It gained a First-class I 
Certificate. Very line, too, was the 
salmon, fawn-shaded Brasso-Oattleya Die- 
triehlana Ansold’s variety from Mr. J. 
Ansold, Rose Bank, Mumbles; while a 
further novelty, Sophro-Lirlio-Oattleya 
Bryndir (of rich claret-red colour), from 
Dr. Miguel Lacroze, Roehamptoh, gained 
an Award of Merit. Mr. C. F. Waters 
had a beautiful series of seedling 
Cattleyas. good forms of C. Fabia being 
among them. C. Cliftoni was also good. 
From Messrs. Sander and Sons came 
many good Cattleyas, notably C. Mary 
Sander alba and C. Fabia in coloured 
find white varieties. The new C. Una (of 
soft rosy colour and white rose-suffused 
sepals) was very pretty. The outstanding 


feature of Messrs. Charlesworth’s group 
was some fifteen flowering specimens of 
Cattleya aurea, in addition to which 
Brasso-Cattleya Rutherford! (of softest 
pink, with gold shaded throat) was very 
line. 

FRUIT. 

The seventy or so dishes of Apples 
arranged by Messrs. H. Canned and Sons 
(Mr. J. Lawson, manager) were of sur¬ 
passing excellence, well meriting the 
Silver Gilt Knightian medal awarded. In 
a collection where all is good it is invidious 
to particularise, though the exceptionally 
good quality of some naturally appealed. 
Of these, such as Emperor Alexander, 
Bismarck, Annie Elizabeth, Wellington (a 
grand lot, the clean, handsome fruits far 
and away above the average for this 
popular late sort), Newton Wonder, Blen¬ 
heim Orange, Bramley’s Seedling, Gas¬ 
coigne’s Scarlet, Charles Ross, and Cox’s 
Orange Pippin (a remarkable dish) being 


= SPECIAL REDUCED PRICES = 

EARLY SCOTCH SEED POTATOES. 


BEES Ltd. are now completing 
lifting and grading, and find crop* 
heavier and cleaner than usual. 
Instead of putting this extra profit 
into their own pockets they are 
reducing prices to customers. 

Orders are now being booked at 
prices quoted below for delivery 
when, ready. 

Orders already booked will also 
be executed at these reduced 
prices. 

Special Term* to Allotment 
Societies. 



Epicure (Scotch). An old favourite which produces very heavy 
crops, and has tubers of good size ready to lift very early 
Eclipse (Scotch). Splendid white round, very early, Shallow 

eyes, good cooker. 

Eelipse. Once grown in Yorkshire 

Sharpe’s Express (Scotch). A great favourite, very early: 

smooth skin, heavy cropper. 

Sharpe's Express. Once grown in Lincolnshire 1” !'.! 

Sir John Llewellyn (Lines.) First class in every way 
British Queen (Scotch). Remarkably fine, both as regards 
cropping and cooking qualities. A superb second early: 

keeps well ... .. 

British Queen. Once grown in Lincolnshire ... !!! 

Pioneer (Scotch). A greatly improved second early ; first-class 
cooker and cropper . 

IMMUNE SEED POTATOES. 

Bees Ltd. are licensed by the Board of Agriculture to supply 
varieties suitable for planting in districts affected with Black 
Scab or Wart Disease. 

King George (Scotch). Although generally classed as a second 
early, this variety when grown from sprouted seed is ready 
for lifting as early as “ Sharpe’s Express " or “Epicure.” 
It is an excellent cropper, does well everywhere, especially 
on medinm and heavy soils. Owiug to first early immune 
sorts being practically unprocurable. “King George" is in 

great demand as a first early. . 

Great Scot (Scotch). Second early, immense cropper, fine quality 
and flavour. Keeps as well as a main crop, strongly recom¬ 
mended. 

Great Scot (Lincolnshire seed) ... ... ... 

The Ally (Scotch). A second early immune variety with tuber of 

fine quality and shape, heavy cropper . 

(An excellent set of three potatoes for infected areaB would be 
"King George,” “ Great Scot,” and "Lochai“ or “Templar." 
Prices of main crop sorts will be quoted later. > 


1121bs. 

561bs. 

281bs. 

141bs. 

71bs. 

16/- 

8/- 

4/4 

2/3 

1/2 

181- 

9/6 

6/- 

2/9 

1/8 

18/- 

9/6 

5/- 

2/9 

1/8 

23/- 

12/- 

6/4 

3/3 

1/9 

21/- 

11/- 

5/10 

3/- 

1/7 

21/- 

11/- 

5/10 

3/- 

1/7 

15/- 

8/- 

4/4 

2/3 

1/2 

15/- 

8/- 

4/4 

2/3 

1/2 

21/- 

11/- 

5/10 

3/- 

1/7 

18/- 

9/6 

5/- 

2/9 

1/6 

18/- 

9/6 

5/- 

2/9 

1/9 

16/- 

8/6 

4/6 

2/6 

1/4 

24/- 

12/6 

6/6 

3/6 

2/- 


Cost of Carriage. 


The aboye prices include cost of bags. If carriage is to be prepaid, please remit'as under 
11-lbs. 

Up to 60 miles . 1/3 


100 
„ ‘200 
Over 200 


1/9 

2/4 

3/2 


561bs. 

2Slbs. 

141I.S. 

7lbs. 

1/- 

. -/8 

.. -/7 

*/7 

1/2 . 

1/- . 

.. -18 

-n 

1/7 . 

1/2 

. -/11 . 

•/7 

2/1 

1/5 

.. 1/- 

*/7 


Over 200 . 3/2 ... 2/1 ... 1/5 ... 1/- -/7 

(To ascertain distance from Liverpool to your station look up passenger fare in time-table, which 
is calculated at about Id. per mile. Thus, if ordinary passenger fare is between 4/3 and 8/4. the 
distance will be between 51 and 100 miles). 

Shallots. lib. 1/2, 3Jlbs. 3/-, 7lbs. 5/9, Hlba. 10/6 Carriage paid. 

Onion Sets. Hb. 2/6, 21 bs. 4 / 6 , 3lba. 6/e, «lb3. 8/6, 51b3. 10/6 Carriage paid. 

BEES Ltd., 175b Mill St., Liverpool. 
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among those of outstanding merit. A big 
centre was formed of some three dozen 
magnificent fruits of 1‘easgood’s Nonsuch, 
other notable sorts including Allington 
Pippin, Coronation (very attractive in 
crimson and gold), and Brownlee’s Russet. 
Throughout the fruits were characterised 
by specimens practically free from 
blemish. A capital dish of Apple Orange 
Pippin was sent by Mr. A. Bayley, Revel- 
stoke, Slough, (he fruits said to have 
been taken from a 100 years old tree. 
The flavour is sweet, the fruit juicy, the 
general character being midway between 
Cox’s Orange Pippin and Blenheim 
Orange. 

A complete list of the plants certificated 
and medals awarded will be found in our 
advertisement pages. 


BEES. 

Bees. —“ B. R. H.” is doing good service 
in keeping bees to the front in Gardening. 
The great point in keeping bees is not to 
keep them at all unless we can keep them 
well. For this reason I do not keep bees 
myself at present, having no time to look 
after them properly. They require unre¬ 
mitting vigilance, not necessarily a lot of 
time, and the chief reason is their un¬ 
fortunate tendency to disease; but for 
which it would be all plain sailing. 
Disease means constant vigilance. It can 
be kept under if we have time. I used 
to obtain 120 lb. of clover honey per hive 
when I kept bees in a more suitable dis¬ 
trict than I now reside in. Wind is the 
great enemy of bees in .exposed districts, 
especially in early spring, when they are 
few in number, and losses of individuals 
tell. I consider the pure British bee the 
best all-round for Britain, being good 
tempered, and specially adapted to the 
climate; but it is difficult to get this ex¬ 
cellent bee in these days of mongrel blood. 
Our bees have lieen ryined by foreign im¬ 
portations, which do well for a time only. 
Bee-keeping has been largely destroyed 
owing to too much zeal in getting recruits 
regardless of their adaptability. Result— 
negligence in their apiaries and the ruin 
of more careful bee-keepers. T have de¬ 
rived the highest enjoyment from bees 
and bee-keeping. I recommend the pur¬ 
suit, to all who are fit for it, and they are 
not extra numerous. Flat-topped roofs 
covered with zinc are the most useful, 
and when of my design, the most beau¬ 
tiful, I think. They are splendid for 
placing hives and supers on and for work¬ 
tables in the apiary. I kept bees for 
twenty years on and off.—W. J. Farmer. 

Isle of Wight Bee disease —In 1914 I 
had nine stocks of bees. In 1915 they 
all died of the disease. 1 went through 
the hives and left them as they were, not 
even brushing them out. I closed up the 
entrances, but in the top of one a small 
hole was left, and I saw bees coming and 
going, concluding they were rohlters. In 
about a week, however, I opener] the hive, 
and found a big stock busy on tbe old 
comb, which was crossed anyway. I 
covered and left them, thinking they 
would not last long. Next year 1 had a 
swarm, and cast. I gave away one stock 
early this year to a friend, who had lost 
forty-five. The two stocks gave me three 
swarms, and I have taken 90 lb. of honey 
from two crates of shallow flames. They 
are all in the hives and on the comb where 
tbe original l>ees were, and I have not 
treated them in any way.— O. S. Dean. 


“The English Flower Garden and Home 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Keeping Marguerites (Ah).—These are 
often lifted from the open before frosts 
come, but if you cannot secure a good ball 
of soil around the roots they often fail to 
survive. Water any plants you may 
think of lifting both before and after lift¬ 
ing, pot them carefully, and shade for a 
time. Then when established they may 
lie stood with Pelargoniums during the 
winter in a house with a temperature of 
about 45 degs. Do not over-water during 
tlie winter, and in the spring, if all goes 
well, they will soon produce plenty of cut¬ 
tings, which can be rooted in the same way 
as Geraniums, etc. 

Keeping Salvia patens (it. S .).—The 
plants should lie lifted from the open 
ground, and after the soil has been well 
shaken off the roots be placed in fine dry- 
soil in a greenhouse or in a cold-frame, 
and protected in such a way that frost 
does not reach them. In this way the 
roots keep better than when dried and put 
away in sand or on a shelf. If your 
plants are in pots they should lie cut down 
and lie stood under a greenhouse stage 
till March. These, if brought into the 
light early in the year, will start into 
growth and the young shoots make fine 
cuttings, which may he planted out in 
spring. 

Lifting and storing Gladioli (M. S .).— 
Early lifting is, we think, very injurious, 
for so long as the foliage is green the 
bulbs are gaining in size and weight. 
Lift the bulbs carefully with a fork, cut 
off the tops a few inches from the hull), 
and place in flat baskets, which should lie 
carried to a cool underground cellar and 
spread on the cool floor. In this position 
they are as moist and cool as in the open 
ground, and at the same time are quite 
safe from frost. 

SHORT REPLIES. 

Ignoramus. —l.Good Lettuces for stand¬ 
ing the winter are Hicks’ Hardy "VV bite Cos, 
Bath Cos, and, in Cabbage kinds, Stan- 
sted Park. 2, Celery should be earthed 
up gradually. 3, Syringe the plants with 
Quassia extract once or twice a week 
from the time the plants are put out, see¬ 
ing to it that both sides of the leaves are 
wetted. Dustings of lime and soot are 
also good. If the attack is not very- 
severe, then hand-picking may be tried. 

_ Penny. —You cannot buy the seeds. 

You must procure plants from one of the 

specialists in Dahlias.- C. II. Hodgson. 

_No; if the Almond flowers well, we 

should hesitate to spoil its lieauty in the 
spring by planting a Rose against it. 
The Rose would be better if allowed to 
ramble through an evergreen tree, like a 
Holly, the foliage of the Holly forming a 

good background to the Rose blooms.- 

Anxious. —Dickson and Robinson, Cathe¬ 
dral-street, Manchester.- E. Thompson. 

—See reply to “ E. P. S. and W. R.,’’ 
re “ Pears cracked,” in our issue of 

October 20th, page 576.- Chas. Louch 

—Take the barrels to the trees, and pack 
the fruit carefully into them, lieing careful 
to reject any- bruised fruit-s that may- s' 
found. Before fastening down the heads, 
the barrels should he left open for a time 
to prevent sweating. Put some paper 
inside the barrel to prevent the fruits com¬ 
ing into contact with the rough wood. j 

NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants. —M. W. B. —1. The 

Guernsey Lily (Nerine sarniensis); J, 
Spiriea sp., please send when in bloom. 

__ O'. C. T ).— Omphalodes Unifolia. 

Names of fruits _ Robert- Dempster.— 1, 

Lemon Pippin ; 2, Blenheim Orange, 

gathered )>erore its time. Yes, all two 
Apples you mention are worth growing, 

and should do well with you - Rev. I\. 

Filletil. —I, Cannot name from such poo*, 
diseased specimens as you send us; a, 
Beun-6 Clairgeau; 3 and 4, Specimens in¬ 
sufficient. It is very unfair to send such 


hard, unripe fruits. Naming from good 
specimens is at times very difficult, hut 

from such as you send us impossible.- 

Sarratt. —Pear: Not Princess, hut Fon- 

dante d’Autoinne. - A. Lofthouse. — 

Apples: 1, Specimen insufficient; 2, 
Northern Greening; 3, Specimen insuffi¬ 
cient ; 4, Looks like Betty Geeson; 5, 
Pear Beurre Hardy; 6, Belle Julie• 7, 
Specimen insufficient. When sending 

fruit for name, kindly read our rules.-- 

It. Schotes. —Apple: 17, Sturmer; 13, Not 
recognised; 43, Not recognised. It is 
very unfair to send such unripe, pool- 

specimens.- M. Goddard. —Apples: 1, 

Golden Noble; 2, Blenheim Orange; 3, 

Ribston; 4, Bramley’s Seedling.- 

Te. H. TT r .—Pears: 1, So far as may lie 
judged from the squashed specimen, is 
Duchesse d’Angouleme; 2, Doyenne du 
Comice. Apples: I, Sturmer Pippin; 2, 

Not recognised..- Hampshire. —Apples: 

Small King of Tompkins Co.; 2, Waltham 
Abbey Seedling; 3, Not recognised ; 4, 

Christmas Pearmain.- Bulge. —The two 

Pears you send are quite distinct, the 
green one being Glou Morceau, the other 
Beurre Superfin. There are evidently two 

varieties on the tree.- F. H. D .— 

Pears: 1, Brown Beurre: 2, Specimens 
insufficient; 3, Beurre de Jonghe, we 
think; should like to see later in the 

season.-- Rose. —Apples: 1 and 2, Not 

recognised; 3, Allen’-s Everlasting. When 
sending fruit for name, please read our 

Rules to Correspondents.- A. Cox .— 

Apples: 1, Alfriston; 2, Lane’s Prince 

Albert; 3, Bramley’s; 4, French Crab.- 

C. I. S. —Pears: I, Marie Louise; 2, 
Beurre Bose; 3, Catillac (stewing) ; 4, 
Korelle or Trout Pear, a very good speci¬ 
men.- R. IT. —1, Cox’s Orange; 2, 

Sturmer ; 3, Ribston ; 4, Blenheim Orange. 


OBITUARY. 

WORTHINGTON G. SMITH. 

It is with deep regret we have to an¬ 
nounce the death at Dunstable, on Octo¬ 
ber 27-th, at the nge of 82, of Mr. Worth¬ 
ington G. Smith. Ills knowledge of fungi 
was well known, and in (lays gone by we 
have sent many sixudinens to him to he 
named, which lie always cheerfully did, 
and at the same time added a little note 
as to the sixx-ies submitted to him. For 
many years his face was familiar at the 
meetings of the Royal Horticultural 
Society. In 1907 he was awarded the 
Vo itch Memorial Medal in Gold, and In 
1902 was granted a Civil List pension of 
£50 in consideration of his “ services to 
arebioology and botanical illustration.” 
He leaves two sons and one daughter. 

LIST OF AWARDS AT THE R.H.S. 
MEETING ON NOV. 6, 1917. 


ORCHID COMMITTEE. 

First-class Certificate. 

Cnttleya ABtron (The Dell var.), from Mr. J. Schill, Tbe 
Dell, Engletield Green. 


Awards of Merit. 

8ophro T ailio-Cnttleya (Bryndir var.), from Dr. M. 
Lacrozc, Roehampton Lane. S.W.; Branao-Cattleya Die- 
triehinna (Amoldo's var.), from Mr. J. Ansold, Rose 
Bank. Mum bleu, Glamorgan; Milfconia Venus (var. Fascin¬ 
ator). from Messrs. Charlesworth and Co., Haywards 
Heath. 

Medals. 

Silver Flora.—M essrs. Armstrong and Brown, Tun¬ 
bridge Wells. 

Silver Banksian. — Messrs Charlesworth and Co.; 
Messrs. Hander and Hon, St. Albans; Mr. C. F. Wateri, 
Baleotnbe, Sussex. 

FLORAL COMMITTEE. 
Awards of Merit. 

Chrysanthemum Crusader, from Messrs. Lowe and 
Shawyer. Uxbridge; Chrysanthemum Alec Hervey. from 
Mr. H. J. Jones, Ltd., Lewisham ; Chrysanthemum General 
Petain, from Messrs. Wells and Co., Ltd., Merstham; 
Chrysanthemum Donald, from Messrs. Wells. 


Medals. 

Silver Flora Messrs. Allwood Bros., Haywards 
Heath, for Carnations. 

Silver Bankrian — Messrs. H. B May and Sons, for 
Ferns and greenhouse plants; Messrs. Piper, Lrd., for 
berried shrubs; Mr. G. Reuthe, Keaton, Kent, for Nerines. 

Bronze Flora. Messrs. Stuart Low ami Co., Kntield, 
for Carnations. 


FRUIT COMMITTEE. 

Medal. 

Silver Gilt]Knioutian. — Messrs. Canned and Sons, 
£ynsford,'for collection of Apples. 

•.silver Knightian. —The Alliance Vegetable Oo., fo 
deuicoated Fotatoen. 
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NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

Rose Ceneral McArthur. —What, a fine 
autumn Rose this is. I have just, cut a 
handsome lot of blooms with long, clean 
stems, and beautiful scent. We have no 
other to equal it at the present time.— 
F. W. Gallop, IAlford Flail Gardens, 
Oundle, S or than! s. 

Berberls Wilson®.—' This is a charming 
habited shrub for the rock garden, both 
for Its foliage and for its bright berries in 
the autumn. Cuttings taken with a heel 
in the summer strike quite readily in pure 
sand. I noticed the plants at Kew had no 
berries this autumn, though I believe last 
year they were full.—W. O. 

Wild Apricot seed from China.— I have 
written to Mr. Carson and asked him to 
get some more Apricot seed, and to divide 
them and send them by two mails. That 
should ensure one of the packets reaching 
you. The mails are very irregular. One 
of my letters posted at Newchwang on 
July 31st did not reach me till October 
22nd; the other lasted at Newchwang on 
August 6th reached me on September 19th. 

I think it is just possible the Apricot seed 
may yet turn up.—J. W. 

The Purple Vetch (Vicia Crncea).—This 
wilding, very common in fence and copse, 
is a graceful twiner and of very good 
colour. It has crept up a garden fence 
made for Clematis, separating itself from 
the weeds, and is as beautiful a Pea-flower 
as any that comes to us across the sea. It 
is frequent near me in the crowd of wild 
things, and yet I like it on the garden 
fence or trellis, where it grows taller. Its 
purple flowers grace the summer Grass 
over a vast region of the northern world 
and N. Africa, too.—W., Sussex. 

Plumbago Larpent*. —This has been 
very good this autumn, several large 
clumps established in a high rock wail 
having been full of bloom for a consider¬ 
able period. The foliage, too, has been 
very well coloured, and the plant is as 
valuable for this as for its flowers. It 
seems to do better in a wall than any¬ 
where, and certainly looks very well and 
brightens up the wall when there is not 
very much else in flower. It does not seem 
at all particular as to soil so long as it is 
well drained.—N. L. 

Lilium regale.— In reply to Mr. A. T. 

Johnson, who inquires about the treat¬ 
ment of this Laly, I recommend him to 
plant it in good loam with lime or old 
montar added and a little leaf-mould. As 
a stimulant the bulbs greatly benefit by a 
dressing of wood ashes. In our western 
climate it seems to like all the sun it can 
get; but I do not think it advisable to 
ex lose it to lurching at the roots. It has 
done t>etter here in the open than in par- 
tint shade.— Herbert Maxwell, Mon- 
re ith. 

Primula denticulata in bloom.— Passing 

a bed of Primula denticulata to-day 
(October 22nd) I noticed a head in full 
bloom. The stem was not, however, more 
than a couple of inches in height, but the 
colour was clear and distinct. A closer 
inspection showed that other plants were 
well advanced toward flowering. It le not, 
however, uncommon to find blooms of P. 
denticulata or of P. d. qishmeriann at un- 
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seasonable times In this particular bed, in 
which the plants do better titan I remem¬ 
ber to have seen them elsewhere.—\Y 
McG., Balmue. 

Anemone sylvestrls.— ’This is. as usual, 
giving a good deal of late blossom, many 
flowers, both of the single and double 
forms, being out at the beginning of 
November. It is a favourite species of 
mine, and seems to be of easy culture and 
of neat habit, but with a tendency to 
spread beyond its allotted space rather 
too rapidly. I grow it mostly in full sun, 
where it seems quite happy, but it also 
does well in partial shade. It Is quite in¬ 
different as regards soil with me, some 
plants growing in ordinary leafy loam, 
and others in a gritty, llmv mixture.— 
N. I,. 

Helxine Solieroli (page 608).—This has 
been fi-eqnently recommended as a 
carpeting plant for hardy bulbs outdoors. 
It will pull through many winters, but is 
not absolutely hardy. After growing it 
for three or four yeans without any injury 
it may collapse in an unusually wet or 
frosty season. It makes quite a pretty 
and interesting carpeter, and spreads well 
outside; but, as you remark, the flowers 
are insignificant. Were it only a little 
hardier it would form one of the prettiest 
and best of the dwarf green earpeters. 
It is. however, better adapted for growing 
under glass, although not often seen under 
such conditions.— S. Ahnott. 

Chelranthus alpinus _This suffered very 

badly last winter, and in many rock 
gardens was killed. ‘ My plants on the 
level suffered very badly, but those in a 
rock wall came through, although they 
were cut right back by the frost, and, con¬ 
sequently, did not bloom. It is in my 
opinion such an Indispensable plant for 
the rock garden that it is worth giving it 
a good place where it Is somewhat 
sheltered and can get its roots into a dry, 
gritty soil. By the way, Avhat a fondness 
snails have for this plant; when I go 
round with a lamp at night to capture 
slugs and snails, there are sure to be some 
of the latter on the Wallflower.—N. L. 

Iris sty loss in North London.— This 
beautiful Iris commenced flowering here 
in North London on October 1st. and has 
iieen throwing up its dainty blossoms ever 
since. Last winter it hardly floAvered at 
all, the numerous buds which formed 
Iteiug all cut off by the severe weather. 
In the previous winter, howeA'er. it started 
(lowering in the early part of November, 
and went right on with very few breaks 
into the following April. The plants 
which arc now in bloom are grown in a 
raised border of very sandy soil at the 
foot of a heated greenhouse, this jiev- 
haps accounting for their early flowering. 
The white form Is not showing any 
flowers at. present.—W. O. 

The Rose of Sharon not flowering.— 

Tliore is. Indeed, no more beautiful late- 
flowering shrub than some of Its varie¬ 
ties ; hut Mr. Beckett's statement that it 
will succeed “ in almost any soil or loca¬ 
lity ” must be accepted with reserve, for, 
alas! it delays its display too late for the 
generality of Scottish gardens. It may 
be coaxed forward by training it against 
a sunny brick wall; but that is almost 
1 an indignity for a plant that is as hardy 
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as a Box bush. It is one of the peculiari¬ 
ties of our north-western const climate 
that, although growth is often more for¬ 
ward iii February and March than it is 
in the southern and midland counties, it 
invariably lags behind them after mid¬ 
summer, as much as three weeks or a 
month.— Herbert Maxwell, In Gardeners' 
Chronicle. 

[II does not flower in liii/li. cool around 
in Sussex. I had Io yel rid of a group of 
the. best single sort as the flowers never 
opened. The Bose of Sharon docs well in 
n arm soil and valleys. —-Eit] 

The field Elm a danger.— This tree 
when near a house or frequented walks 
is better cut down. It is not a native 
tree, and the worst we plant. A line 
near my house, notwithstanding some op- 
IKisition from tree-lovers. I am going to cut 
down, as I find they shade my garden, 
and may prove a danger. I find these 
words in Bean's “Trees and Shrubs’’: — 
This Elm lias an unfortunate pro¬ 
pensity in age of dropping its limbs, 
which snaii off without any warning. 
This usually happens on still even¬ 
ings in late summer or early autumn, 
when the trees are still In full leaf. 

I,t is also liable to occur during heavy 
rain following a period of heat and 
drought. The breaking is supposed 
to be due to a rush of sap to the ex¬ 
tremities of the branches, causing cell 
tension and a .sudden increase of 
Aveight. This habit makes the Elm a 
very unsuitable tree to plant in 
crowded thoroughfares.—W., Sussex. 

Rubus Ciraldianus.—Of the various 
Brambles with ornamental bark and 
attractive in the garden during late 
autumn and winter, R. Giraldianus is one 
of the most conspicuous. It is a native of 
China, and Avas introduced ten years ago. 
Although It has been in cultivation for 
such a short time, it has tieoome fairly 
AA-ell knoAvn. for its distinct appearanee 
soon gained if many admirers. When 
planted in fairly good, loamy soil, it 
grows about 8 feet high, at Avhich height 
tlie main branches bend over and break 
into many tine and long b ranch lets, wh’ch 
assume a iiendulous habit and eventually 
sweep tile ground. The colour of the bark 
is Avliite, the stems being as conspicuous 
as those of It, biflorus, Avliich at one time 
AA'as recognised as the best of the white- 
harked Brambles. ThefloAA'ers are small 
and of no merit, Avhile the black fruits 
have nothing to commend them. As is the 
case with other kinds of Rubus, propa¬ 
gation is easily effected by pegging the 
]«>ints of the branches into the ground. 
Roots an- soon formed. By detaching 
these rooted sections vigorous plants are 
obtained at once. It, Surrey. 

English names of plants.—I am afraid 
that if we followed " S. K.’s” advice and 
discarded what lie calls “Latin rig¬ 
maroles" (page 601) we should be landed 
in considerable confusion. I have glA’en 
more time than lierhaps I ought to the 
care of hardy plants, but I liaA’e to con¬ 
fess ignorance of Avhat species is indi¬ 
cated by " S. K." as “the Japanese 
Stonecrop.” Is there only one Stoneerop 
in Japan) Again, there are several 
species of Anemone in Greece; it does not 
lend to precision to appropriate the term 
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" Greek Windflower ” exclusively to A. 
blaada. Precision is indispensable to 
every science. Horticulture is just ns 
truly a science as botany, hence the neces¬ 
sity for employing a dead language— i.e., 
a language that has ceased to change— 
for classification and identification. For 
instance, there are thirty-seven species of 
Salvia enumerated in the Kew Hand List 
for 1902. and I daresay a dozen new 
species have been introduced since that 
was printed. Of these, only six appear 
to possess recognised English titles, and I 
am not sure if I consulted “ S. K.” 
about the cultivation of Jupiter’s Distaff, 
which is given as the popular name of S. 
glutinosa, that he would know what I 
was talking about.— Herbert Maxwei.i., 
Monreith. 

Viburnum betulifollum. — There are 
several very beautiful fruiting shrubs 
among the numerous Viburnums that have 
been received from China during the pre¬ 
sent century, the subject of this note being 
one of the number. It is a strong-growing 
shrub, 8 feet or 10 feet high, with dark 
green leaves in shape like those of the 
Birch. The flowers, white, and borne in 
flat heads 4 inches or so across during 
early June, are followed by a profusion of 
oval fruits, which are bright red when 
ripe, and last in good condition for at 
least two months from early September. 
It was introduced by Mr. E. H. Wilson in 
1901 and is a valuable addition to the 
garden, particularly for its autumn 
beauty. As is the case with many other 
Viburnums, it succeeds in ordinary garden 
soil and gives practically no trouble once 
it is established. It must, however, be 
given plenty of room, for plants that have 
to be severely pruned to keep them within 
bounds lose the natural grace which is so 
great an asset to many of our best shrubs. 
Where a position can be found for a large 
group of this and other ornamental-fruit¬ 
ing Viburnums, it is well worth trying, 
while single plants or small groups in 
shrubberies or about the outskirts of plan¬ 
tations have also much to commend them. 
As it can be increased from cuttings in 
summer and by seeds, a considerable stock 
of plants can be raised in a short time.— 
D., Surrey. 

Two attractive Maples. — Among the 
Maples there are many that are very 
beautiful in autumn by reason of the bright 
tints assumed by their leaves. The so- 
called Japanese Maples, varieties of Acer 
palmatum and A. japonicum, are well- 
known example*, for they are usually in¬ 
cluded amongst the brightest shrubs of the 
garden in autumn, but there are others, 
which, though less well known, are quite 
as beautiful. Of these, two specially 
worthy of notice are A. capillipes and A. 
nikoense. The former was first brought to 
notice by Professor Sargent, of the Arnold 
Arboretum, who discovered it while 
travelling in Japan in 1892. In Japan it 
grows about 30 feet high, and will pro¬ 
bably reach the same height here. It is 
peculiar in having greenish-brown bark 
striped with silver In the same way as the 
Moose Wood (Acer i>ennsylvanicum). The 
leaves are reddish when young and scarlet 
and orange in autumn, a tree making a 
conspicuous object in the landscape from 
a considerable distance. A. nikoense is 
also a native of Japan. It was introduced 
to tills country in 1881, and is curious by 
reason of its intensely hairy young shoots 
and leaves. The leaves in autumn put on 
an orange-scarlet hue. In Japan it forms 
a medium-sized tree up to 50 feet or so 
high. Here it seems inclined to branch 
early in life and to form a comparatively 
low tree with a bushy head. Both trees 
are quite hardv.-p-tb, Surrey. . 
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PEACHES ON WALLS IN SCOTLAND. 
Mr. Gallop’s article on Peaches at Lil- 
ford (October 20th, p. 500) ought to lead to 
the wider planting of these and Nectarines 
on walls in the Midlands and North of 
England, where conditions are favourable 
to their growth. There seems to be an 
impression among fruit-growers that they 
can only be grown under glass. Mr. 
Gallop’s article should disabuse their 
minds of this idea. Not only in the Mid¬ 
lands and northern districts, but beyond 
the Tweed Peaches may be grown upon 
walls, and fruit of first-rate flavour, 
colour, and size can be produced. As a 
matter of fact, outdoor Peaches and 
Nectarines have been staged at exhibitions 
in September, which have, from these gar¬ 
dens, beaten those from late Peach-houses 
and from orchard-houses. Mr. Gallop’s 
cultural directions sum up what is re¬ 
quired by the trees, and are equally ap¬ 
plicable to their needs in Scotland, and 
intending planters may be referred to the 
issue of October 20th. It may be said, 
however, that in Scotland there is, at 
times, a difficulty in getting the wood 
matured, but only in unfavourable seasons, 
as in an average year it ripens up quite 
well, even if at a rather late date. Here 
there is not grown such a wdde selection as 
at Lilford, hut I can, with all confidence, 
recommend four of the varieties named. 
Hale’s Early, of course, is very well 
adapted for walls in climates resembling 
that of the Stewartry, and it ripens ac¬ 
cording to the season, from August llth to 
21st. The first is the earliest, the second 
the latest, date in my notebooks. Stirling 
Castle produces excellent crops of fine 
fruits early in September. I quite agree 
with all that is said in respect of Dymond 
as a fruit, but it requires a favourable 
season to finish it properly in our climate. 
During the present year lack of sun while 
the fruits were large and handsome pre¬ 
vented them from attaining to the full 
flavour which is characteristic of this fine 
Peach. Dr. Hogg I have seen doing w T ell 
so far north as Midlothian. 

Mr. Gallop’s omission of Royal George 
as an outdoor Peach rather surprises me. 
In my estimation it is one of the very best 
for tlie puriKise under notice, and it suc¬ 
ceeds so well here that, were I tied to one 
variety, that variety would be Royal 
George. It may, perhaps, be inferred that, 
as it is not mentioned in Mr. Gallop’s list, 
mildew is apt to attack it, for I am aware 
in some districts this pest is likely to spoil 
the chances of the variety out of doors. 
Here, however, mildew gives no concern, 
except when a tree becomes old, worn out, 
and, consequently, less able to resist 
disease. With regard to 

Nectarines the question is different. I 
would not, unless the climate were especi¬ 
ally favourable, recommend anyone to 
plant them. At best these are a precari¬ 
ous crop, hud only finish well In a very 
fine autumn. Nectarines, if picked before 
they are ripe, do not mellow in the way 
which a Peach does, the fruits shrivelling 
and having a i>oor appearance. I have 
had, however, a moderate amount of sue-. 
cess with Lord Napier, Goldoni, Stanwiek 
Elrugo, and Humboldt, which, when the 
season is favourable and when there is 
plenty of sun, do well in the open. 

W.’ McGuffog. 

Ba7mae. Kirkcudbright. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Fruit catalogues.— Many nurserymen 
give lists of the best Apples, but even in 
those lists some are included that are not 


of the highest quality. I should like to 
see a special list in which all fruits that 
were really first-class in quality were in¬ 
cluded, regardless of their cropping 
powers, for there are many persons not 
familiar with the varieties who are led 
to plant sorts that are not at all of the 
high class they require, and who are dis¬ 
appointed when the trees fruit. It can 
hardly matter to a nurseryman whether 
he sells a man a Cox’s Orange tree or a 
Worcester Peannain ; but it does matter 
to the purchaser very materially Indeed 
who does not want to grow any inferior 
fruit in his frequently limited garden. 
One can always buy the less good Apples 
in the shops, but to obtain some of the 
best is Impossible unless we grow them 
ourselves. Why class a Crab amongst 
first-class sorts because it crops well? 
Many very good Apples are omitted from 
recent catalogues. I admit that it must 
be awkward for a nurseryman to grow 
an infinite number of varieties; but, all 
the same I think that some of the very 
choice old varieties, such as the old 
Golden Pippin, ought to have a place, or, 
at any rate, they should be among the 
sorts listed of which grafts can be sup¬ 
plied. Many nurseries have a large 
variety of fruits not listed or described 
of which the public would, if they were 
aware, be glad to have grafts.—W. J. 
Farmer. 

Pruning wall fruit-trees. —This should 
be commenced directly the leaves are off 
the trees, completing as much of it as pos¬ 
sible before the bad weather sets in. It 
is much better in every respect that prun¬ 
ing should be done now than left until the 
spring, although in cases where disbud¬ 
ding and pinching were properly attended 
to in the summer but little pruning will 
be required now. When pruning wall 
trees, attention must be given to the mode 
of bearing of the different kinds. Some 
sorts bear almost exclusively on the young 
wood of the past year, as the Morello 
Cherry, Fig, Peach, and Nectarine, 
while others bear on spurs attached to 
the old wood, as seen in Sweet Cherries, 
Apricots. Plums, Pears, and Apples; but, 
again, there are exceptions, some kinds 
bearing on both sorts of wood. Sweet 
Cherries require a totally different method 
of pruning from that practised with the 
Morello. These fruit on spurs formed on 
the older wood. In the ease of trees that 
were properly attended to during the sum¬ 
mer very little pruning is now necessary. 
If large branches are cut out or the knife 
used unnecessarily, gumming will most 
likely cause considerable damage. In the 
case of trees which have not yet filled 
their allotted space some of the young 
wood should bo nailed or tied in. The 
trees should be unfastened and cleaned, 
taking care not to damage the fruit spurs 
during the cleaning.—F. W. G. 

The Quince _The Quince if? a much 

neglected fruit, the catalogues of the 
nurserymen relegating it to a back place, 
and in most instances the names of ncr- 
iiaps only two varieties are given, with 
little or no description; and where more 
varieties are named, they are quite bare 
of any description of their nature. The 
Quince is excellent as a flavouring agent 
in Apple pies, and makes excellent jam or 
marmalade; while the best site for its 
growth is a damp position. I have seen 
it do well on a dry, snnny Cornish hill¬ 
side in Grass, so it is evident that, it is a 
very accommodating subject, and it is 
also beautiful in flower. May I suggest to 
our nurserymen that it would probably 
pay them to spare a little more space to 
making this, fruit more popular. There 
ought to be at least one good variety in 
every garden. I do not know the variety 
called Champion, but have had a good re¬ 
port of it.— W. J. Farmer., ^.-. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

NEILLIA TORREYI. 

The Nelllias are closely allied to the 
Spirteas, several of them growing into 
large bashes 8 feet or more high. They 
are natives of North America and China 
and the Himalaya, the N. American species 
being better known than those from Asia. 
N. Torreyl is a native of Colorado, where 
it grows in the Rocky Mountains, forming 
a small bush 2 feet to 3 feet high, thus 
differing widely from other American 
si>eeies, such as N. capitata and N. opuli- 
folia, which attain a height of 8 feet or 
10 feet with a similar spread. N. Torreyi 
forms slender, erect stems clothed with 
three-lobed leaves, and bears heads of 
white, pink-tinged flowers during May, 
each flower-head being about 1 inch across. 

D. 


THE HARDY GREEN BRIERS 
(Smilax). 

Very little is known in gardens of this 
family of climbing shrubs, for they are 


followed by red fruits. It is a strong¬ 
growing plant at least 8 feet high, but is 
not very hardy, and is only really suitable 
for the warmer parts of the country. 

S. Bona-nox (Stretchberry) is a strong 
plant forming a tangled mass 10 feet or 
more high and as far across. The leaves 
vary a good deal in size and shape, and 
they may be evergreen or deciduous, 
according to the season. It is closely re¬ 
lated to and similar in many respects to 

S. rotundifolia (Hone Brier), also from 
Eastern North America. The latter is a 
very strong-growing plant, climbing and 
covering trees up to 30 feet or 40 feet in 
height. The prickles on the stems of S. 
rotundifolia are not so strong as those of 
S. Bona-nox, but in both cases the berries 
are blue-black. ‘ 

S. China (China root) is a Chinese and 
Japanese summer-leafing plant, with 
rather large, roundish leaves and red 
fruit. The branches bear few spines. 

S. hispioa (Hag Brier) is distinguished 
by its branches being armed with stiff 
bristles, amongst which are a few stout 
spines, and by its large, rather bright- 


dent therein, I tried many plants in my 
small garden, which, however, had per¬ 
haps be better described as a 0 feet border 
around three sides of a courtyard. Many 
failures, as might be expected, resulted 
from the different experiments. Seeing 
some fine clumps of this Fatsia in Batter¬ 
sea Tark, I was led to try it, and found 
that it thrived remarkably well. After 
a time it flowered each autumn. A 
curious feature was that every year, as 
soon as the new leaves were pushed up, 
they were infested by dark - coloured, 
almost black, aphides. This necessitated 
syringing with paraffin emulsion, of which 
one application was sufficient for the 
season. Olearia Haasti, mentioned by 
Sir Herbert Maxwell, did not do so well. 
Tosslbly, the situation was too close and 
damp for it. Next to the Fatsia, the 
most satisfactory evergreen was the com¬ 
mon Aucuba. Euonymus japonicus held 
its own well, but was every year so badly 
attacked by caterpillars, which destroyed 
its beauty, that the plants were ulti¬ 
mately destroyed. Vinca minor held its 
own remarkably well. Of large-growing, 



Neillia Torreyi in Mrs. Chambers’ garden at Haslemcre. 


rarely grown outside botanic gardens, yet 
there are certain positions in which they 
can be used, as once established they con¬ 
tinue to grow vigorously for many years, 
and give little or no trouble. For plant¬ 
ing where an Informal fence is required 
the stronger species have distinct ad¬ 
vantages, for a dense growth of the 
tangled and often thorny branches is as 
difficult to penetrate as a thick growth of 
Brambles. Moreover, they can be used 
on pergolas and trellises, for covering low 
walls or for planting over the upturned 
butts of trees. Although they have no 
claim to flower-beauty, their dark, glossy 
leaves are attractive. Loamy soil suits 
them well, and they can be increased by 
division of the clumps. The plants spread 
by means of creeping stems. 

The species may be either evergreen or 
summer-leafing, and the following are a 
few of the more noteworthy hardy 
sorts:— 

S. aspeba (Rough Bindweed) is an ever¬ 
green from the Mediterranean region and 
Canary Islands. It forms a dense mass of 
spiny stems clothed with variously shaped, 
rich green leaves. The greenish flowers are. 


green, deciduous leaves. As in most other 
instances, the flowers are greenish-yellow. 
The fruits in this case are blue-black. A 
native of South Canada and the Eastern 
and Central United States, it is very 
hardy here, and one of the best for 
general planting. 

S. laurifolia is an evergreen from the 
South-eastern United States with rich 
glossy leaves and black fruit. It is not 
very hardy, but forms a handsome plant 
when at its best. 

In addition to the species mentioned 
above there are several others, such as S. 
excelsa, S. glauca, S. Sieboldi, and S. 
Walteri, which are available, but those to 
which attention has been directed are 
sufficient to meet the requirements of most 
gardens. D. 

Surrey. 


TREES AND SHRUBS FOR TOWN 
PLANTING. 

I was pleased to see Sir Herbert Max¬ 
well, page 657, recommend Fatsia japonica 
(Aralia Sieboldi) as a desirable evergreen 
for London. Being for many years a resl- 


summer-leafing shrubs, I am surprised 
that more use is not made of the common 
Fig, for it thrives well in London, and, 
when clothed with its large, handsome- 
lobed leaves, forms a very striking sum¬ 
mer feature. Among summer - leafing 
trees the Catalpa is worthy of mention, 
as some old examples are to be found in 
London. In the case of evergreens, the 
sooty deposit, which is of a greasy nature, 
is quite impervious to syringing, and can 
only be removed by sponging with soft 
soap and warm water. Not only are the 
smoke and grime of London Injurious to 
plant life of all kinds, but the close and 
confined atmosphere militates against the 
successful culture of plants in general.— 
_K. R. W. 

IMPROVEMENTS IN SHRUBBERIES. 
Lawns and shrubberies are the two de¬ 
partments in gardens likely to receive the 
least attention in these times of labour 
shortage, but, so far as the latter are 
concerned, it may be an occasional hour 
can be spared to effect a little improve¬ 
ment where this may be required. It is, 
unfortunately, the case In the majority of 
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giirdens that at the time of planting 
shrubberies, either from a question of 
cheapness or a lack of knowledge of the 
best things, a host of indifferent plants 
in the way of common Laurels, Privets, 
Snowberries, and the like, was used in 
tlie proportion of ten to one of high-class 
flowering shrubs; and the many being of 
gross habit have quite crowded out their 
weaker and better neighbours. I am 
aware the rooting out of the indifferent 
stuff is a long and tedious business; but 
even small patches so cleared and re¬ 
planted will prove an incentive to further 
endeavours. It is very seldom that the 
value of the best shrubs is so fully demon¬ 
strated as in the year now drawing to a 
close; there was a wonderful display of 
flower through the spring months, and 
now at the time of writing the majority 
of the berry-bearing plants is loaded with 
fruit. Although the greater part of the 
best-flowering shrubs is summer-leafing, 
and, consequently, has rather a bare as¬ 
pect through the winter, it is possible to 
relieve this by a judicious use of the best 
evergreens without having recourse to 
tlie things above noted. Some of them 
are rather tender, and should only be 
used in the more favourable situations ; 
but others, like Arbutus Unedo. some of 
the Ilerberis and Eseallonias, the Sweet 
Hay, Kalmias, Laurustiuus, and Choisya, 
can be relied on to come fairly well 
tlirough the majority of winters; and in 
the case of Ceanotlius, the greater part, of 
the foliage that is on well-ripened wood 
will be left intact. The main difficulty 
when clearing away hungry things, like 
common Laurel and Privet, to make room 
for better plants is that the soil is 
thoroughly exhausted and must be re¬ 
newed throughout, which in these days is 
rather a long, and it may be a somewhat 
expensive, business, the possibility of this 
prompting the suggestion that it might be 
advisable only to undertake a small area 
each season. E. B. S. 

Hardwick. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Fatsia japonica, —This is known by 
several names, for, in addition to the one 
heading this note, it is sometimes called 
Aralia Japonica and Aralia Sieboldi. 
F. japonica was Introduced in 1838. It is 
a native of Japan and grows into a large, 
wide-spreading bush at least 15 feet high, 
each branch being terminated by a large 
head of handsome, dark, evergreen leaves 
which are fan-shaped, borne on long 
stalks, and each a foot or so across. In 
October and November large, erect, 
creamy-white panicles of flowers are pro¬ 
duced, these being sometimes followed by 
clusters of black, Ivy-like fruits. The 
contrast between the dark green foliage 
and white inflorescences is very striking. 
Though often grown as a greenhouse or 
room plant, it is moderately hardy, and 
succeeds well out of doors in sheltered 
places in many imrts of the country, while 
in many of our seaside resorts there are 
some very fine .specimens.—D., Surrey. 

Lespedeza Sieboldi —This is now the 
name given to the autumn-flowering sub¬ 
shrub long known as Desmodium pendull- 
florum. Though it forms a woody root- 
stock, the wand-like shoots produced there¬ 
from are only of annual duration. The 
flowers are borne in racemes from the leaf- 
axils of the upper part, thus forming a 
loose iwuicle of a couple of feet or more In 
length. The individual flowers are about 
1 inch long, Pea-slmped, and of a rosy- 
purple colour. From the weight of the 
flowers the shoots arch over in a very 
graceful manner. This U-sjiedczn Is quite 
hardy, but the blossoms arc sometimes 
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injured by early autumn frosts. Left to 
itself it will form a mass of shoots, and 
when at its best is a very striking object. 
The dead stems should Ire cut down to the 
ground-line before the new ones are pushed 
up. It Can be readily increased by divi¬ 
sion when dormant.—K. R. \V. 

Veronica nummularlaefolia _This is a 

distinct little species, of shrubby char¬ 
acter, and. one of the hardiest of the sec¬ 
tion. I have known plants of this species 
in various parts of Scotland for many 
years, and but rarely lias it been badly 
cut by the winter. Where this was the 
case with me, it started afresh from the 
base. V. nummularifefolia is dwarf and 
of slow growth—a character which makes 
it suitable for a rock garden. It will even¬ 
tually grow to 3 feet or 4 feet high if left 
alone, but it lends itself readily to cut¬ 
ting back to keep it dwarf if that is de¬ 
sired. It does well in ordinary garden 
soil. The late Mr. Robert Lindsay, of 
Kaimes Lodge, Edinburgh, had a bed of 
this Veronica in his garden for several 
years.—S. Abnott. 

St. Dabeoc’s Heath (Erica Daboecii).— 
Nominally, the various colour forms of 
this should have good [>eat, but in prac¬ 
tice they thrive quite well in a good loam 
not too heavy. If heavy, some leaf-soil or 
peat and a little sand will tie found liene- 
ficiai. They will thrive in partial shade, 
though appreciating the sun if they have 
sufficient moisture at the roots. The typi¬ 
cal St. Dabeoc’s Heath has purple flowers. 
There is a deeper variety of this, called 
atropurpurea. A distinct variety is that 
known as E. D. hicolor, with white and 
purple flowers. In my opinion the pret¬ 
tiest of the lot is the pure white variety. 
All these aro quite hardy and easily in¬ 
creased by division in spring or after they 
have flowered in late summer.—S. Abnott. 

Castanopsis seeds.— The Castauopsis 
(Castanoiisis tlheituini) is a stately ever¬ 
green tree, bearing edible. Chestnut-like 
seeds. The tree grows 100 feet high, and 
lias a trunk several feet in diameter. It 
bears glossy dentate leaves, dark green 
above and rusty-brown beneath, and they 
sometimes reach a length of 1j feet and 
a breadth of 9 inches. The tree is found 
sparingly in protected mountain valleys 
in the Chekiang province. The Nuts 
being edible, the priests of the various 
temples are very fond of them ; aud the 
many rodents abounding there also get 
their share as soon as they ripen.— 
T. N. M., in "Bulletin 204." 

Kalmia latifolia. —This does well in tlie 
light loam of this district. Ill a neigh¬ 
bour's garden there is ft bush nearly 
8 feet high and as much through. It has 
bloomed profusely every season for at 
least five-and-twenty years, and is prob¬ 
ably one hundred and fifty years old. 
Only during the last few seasons has it 
begun to snow signs of failing. It is 
growing in well-drained loam, and has a 
full south exposure. M.v own bushes are 
now well furnished with buds.—A. T. J., 
North Walts. 

Passiflora coerulea_ This and its white 

variety, P. Constance Elliot, might lie 
more generally grown by lovers of wall 
shrubs. Both are hardy in many parts of 
the United Kingdom, hut in a number of 
places require arid deserve some protee- 
tioa. They should lie pruned annually in 
February, when it is necessary to remove 
the weakly growths and cut back the 
strong shoots to about one third their 
length. Propagation is effected by cut¬ 
tings placed in a frame in summer.—Ess 
Aye. 

Sorbus discolor _This is one of the 

brightest of the Mountain Ashes for 
autumn effect, the colour of tlie foliage 
being very good this season, the leaves 
assuming beautiful scarlet tints. The 
richly-coloured foliage of a tree of about 
20 feet high is noticeable among the other 
autumn tints, now so good.— S. Abnott, 
Dumfries. * 


OUTDOOR PLANT*. 


VIOLET CULTURE IN FRAMES. 

Will you kindly tell me through tlie 
medium of your valuable paper the best 
method of treating Violets in a cold frame, 
the right kind of soil, the best aspect for 
planting out in the summer, and watering 
during winter while under glass? — 
Ion oka jius. 

[Those who are anxious to have Violets 
in profusion throughout tlie late autumn 
and winter mouths must afford some kind 
of protection. Nothing answers better 
than cold glazed pits in a light airy posi¬ 
tion, anything in the shape of fire-heat or 
a close, moist heat being most detrimental 
to them. These pits or any frames that 
may be substituted ought not to be at a 
low angle, but should have a fall from the 
buck to the front of fully 18 inches, plenty 
of light as well as air being indispensable. 
Too often the plants are coddled too much 
when first placed in pits and frames. A 
very rich compost is not suitable, this pro¬ 
moting the growth of leaves father than 
Powers, while, on the other hand, poverty 
at the roots is objectionable, tlie flowers 
in this case not being so large as desir¬ 
able. Any common soil, or, better still, 
stones, clinkers, ashes, and such like, 
answers well for filling in the bottoms of 
the pits, the last li inches or rather more 
being a fairly fresh loam with well-de¬ 
cayed manure to the extent of one part in 
four, and fine burned garden refuse 
added. This should be well mixed, and 
raised to within 8 inches of the lights. 
The plants ought to be in a moist state 
at the roots when moved, aud lifted with 
a moderately large ball of soil and roots. 
All straggling runners should be cut away, 
leaving only two or three, already rooted 
probably and showing flowers close up to 
the old plants. These reserved runners or 
offsets, if not already rooted, should be 
pegged down, aud in addition to flowering 
freely will be just what are wanted for 
planting out next spring. There must be 
no crowding of the plants, as, unless they 
are kept perfectly clear of each other, 
dumping off is likely to take place, espe¬ 
cially if the ventilation is faulty. Plant 
them firmly aud deeply, or sufficiently so 
to just bury the stems, but keeping the 
crowns well out of the soil. Make all 
level, and if the weather is dry give them 
a good watering. Not till frosts are 
threatened should the lights be put on, 
early aud, it may be, closely covering up 
Violets having a most enfeebling effect 
upon them. If the flowers do not come on 
quite so fast as desired, then may the 
lights be put on soon, but on no account 
keep them closely shut other than during 
frosty nights. Merely blocking up the 
lights at the back is not sufficient. They 
ought to be drawn clear off on fairly mild 
and dry days not only during the autumn, 
but throughout the winter. By all means 
protect them well from frosts, a good 
covering of mats and strawy litter being 
sometimes needed, but, though this is the 
case, it does not follow that Violets ought 
to be treated so much like delicate exotics, 
as they too often are. Avoid crowding 
and coddling, keep the plants uniformly 
moist at the roots, and the flowers will be 
abundantly produced till warm weather 
sets in. 

Pbeimbation of the plants. —Violets arc 
best replanted every year, the best season 
for doing this being tlie month of April. 
The situation of the bed may be open or 
Iiartially shaded by trees, according to 
the nature of the soil. In light land, 
which invariably suffers more or less in 
dry weather, a liltijc shade is beneficial. 
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On more holding soils Violets are just as 
well, if not better, planted in the open. 
This applies to double or single Violets 
intended for frames or for outdoor cul¬ 
ture only. Ground for Violets must bo of 
good quality, well prepared by trenching 
or dee]> digging, and should also receive a 
fairly liberal addition of decayed manure 
and, if possible, some leaf mould. Stable- 
manure, or that which has been employed 
for Mushroom-beds, is the best for heavy 
soil — decayed cow manure suits light 
land. It is, however, best to manure and 
dig up the beds in winter so that frost 
pulverises it prior to the planting of 
Violets. Similar treatment is required for 
the double as for single varieties, except 
that the latter need more space because 
of their coarser growth. Single varieties 
of the modern kinds, such as Princess of 
Wales, flower freely on the runners which 


a capital border or lock garden plant. In 
most gardens where the winters are not 
too severe it stands well, and flowers 
freely in loam, sand, and leaf-soil. There 
are now several varieties. Of these, I. 1). 
flava, with its pale straw-coloured flowers, 
is among tile rarest. I. D. picturata has 
a white spot on each fall; and I. D. pur¬ 
purea has red-purple blooms with yellow 
markings on the falls. — S. Ah.nott, Dum¬ 
fries. 


CLEMATIS MDE. BARON-VIELLARP. 
Some of the Clematis cheer us in May and 
some last until early November. This, one 
of the most delicate in colour, prefers to 
flower in September, and Is here shown 
clustering about a vase and a low wall, 
regardless of rain or storm. I ]x>g the 
plants down, and so ensure them on their 
natural roots—the only safe way. W. 

Sussc.r. 



Clematis Mine. Baron Viellard in mid-September. 


Issue from the parent plant, and for this 
reason these can be left. The double 
varieties require the runners removed 
frequently in summer, so as to concen¬ 
trate their strength on the crown, which 
gives the finest blooms. 

If a little fresh soil is given early in 
March as a top-dressing to the plants in 
the frames the runners become stronger 
and better rooted for planting out-of- 
doors. Besides being kept moist at the 
roots by occasional watering. Iheirgrowth 
is much benefited by an overhead 
sprinkling in the evening during the 
summer, when the surrounding soil is hot 
and dry. While lliis promotes a healthy 
growth it tends also lo keep down red- 
spider.] 

Douglas's Iris (Iris Douglasiaua), from 
California, is a general favourite with 
those who grow it. Its dwarf habit and 
beautiful rich violet-blue dowel's make it 
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NOTES AND REPLIES 

Increasing the Tree Paony _Is it pos¬ 

sible to propagate a Tree Pieony bv tak 
ing cuttings, and, if so, how should they 
be treated?—F. D. N. 

[The Tree I’.-cony cannot lie prolaigated 
from cuttings—-that is, speaking in a general 
way. With all the necessary appliances, 
we have known a cutting or two to he 
struck out of a considerable number put 
In. Tree Peonies are usually grafted on 
to the thick, fleshy roots of the herba¬ 
ceous kinds, a reprehensible practice, as 
the suckers from the stock arc always a 
nuisance, and the scion often dies; while, 
even if it lives, the growth is frequently 
very unsatisfactory. By far tile better 
plan is to layer any of the shoots that are 
etnivenleiilly situated for the purpose. 
The shoot must be tougued after the 
manner of a Carnation layer, anil pegged 
securely in position. Then surround it 
with some silver sand, and cover with 


soil to a depth of 3 inches or 4 inches. 
The layer should lie watered ill summer 
if the weather is dry. It will take at 
least two years before it is lit to lie 
separated from the parent plant.] 

Dividing Montbretias.— Many growers of 
Montbretias fail to secure the best results 
from neglecting to divide them when they 
become crowded, and also by dividing, 
when they do so, at an unsuitable time. 
In many gardens the Montbretias are 
allowed to remain for a number of years 
without being lifted and replanted, with 
the result that the proportion of small, 
non-blooming eorms is excessive; those 
that do flower produce only poor spikes 
and individual flowers. If a large, long- 
established clump is lifted it will be found 
that there are a great many small or 
mediocre eorms and that the proportion 
of what may be called full-sized ones Is 
very insignificant. To remedy this the 
clump should be lifted as soon as the 
leaves turn yellow, the eorms sorted out 
and sized, and then replanted. Only the 
largest-sized eorms ought to be planted 
where bloom is wanted at once, and they 
may be placed from 2 inches to 3 inches 
apart. The next size and the smaller 
ones should then be set in a reserve plot, 
and the larger of the two lots wi 11 bloom 
the second year after being sorted out. 
The smaller ones may remain till a sub¬ 
sequent year. Opinions differ as to how 
often the clumps should be divided. The 
finest flowers will be obtained from those 
lifted and sorted out annually, but they 
may remain for two or even three years 
without serious deterioration if it. is 
necessary to allow them to do so. As sug¬ 
gested, the best time to replant is as soon 
as the leaves become yellow, but some 
leave the division, etc., over until spring. 
In many instances little injury is done by 
Ibis practice, but frequently the eorms 
have made some growth, and the balance 
I of exjierience is in favour of lifting and 
replanting in autumn. Some growers in 
j void districts lift annually and place in 
frames during winter: others, again, 
cover with an inch or two of litter or 
ashes after planting. As a rule, however, 
the Montbretia does not. require this, and 
the annual or biennial division will be 
found satisfactory in yielding a good 
supply of handsome spikes and individual 
flowers. This treatment is specially ad¬ 
visable with such large-flowered varieties 
as Star of the East, Prometheus, etc.— 
S. Arnott. 

Erigeron muoronatus. —This little Flea- 
bane has withstood the inclemencies of a 
wintry autumn better than most things. 
It forms rather spreading masses of thin, 
but wiry stems, which are crowded with 
little Daisy-like flowers throughout the 
; summer and right on to the first frosts. 
The blooms are a cheery rosy-pink when 
first opened, then change to white. E. 
strigosus, more striking, if less dainty, is 
a most abundant bloomer.—A. T. J. 

CEnothera macrocarpa, syn. OE. mis- 
souriensls. —The Missouri Evening Prim¬ 
rose is a good plant for the large rock 
garden or the front of the border. 
Although perfectly hardy, old plants are 
liable to die off during winter. Young 
plants are not difficult to secure, as a. pinch 
of seed, sown as soon as ripe, will give 
small plants for flowering the following 
year. It is one of the most reliable of 
the dwarf (Enotheras. —Dumfries. 

Anemone baicalensis_ This Windflower 

from temperate Asia is worth noting by 
those seeking Anemones later in their 
flowering than many of the species. Best 
described as a late-flowering A. sylvestris, 
it bears white flowers, blooms in summer, 
sometimes delaying until autumn, when 
flowers of this class are desirable.—S. 

, A KNOTT. 
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QARDEN FOOD. 

BAD PEARS. 

For years I have been regretting the re¬ 
sults of the over-rating of some of our 
hardy fruits In nurserymen’s lists and in 
books, and now at last I see a writer in 
the Telegraph, tries to open people’s eyes 
to the evil. W. 

Recently there arrived from Kent a 
consignment of Pears that looked most 
attractive. The fruit was of hand¬ 
some appearance, and seemed of good 
keeping quality, so the Pear experts 
soon became busy. They bought con¬ 
siderable quantities, and—for a little 
while only—they W'ere pleased with 
their purchases. The market was 
firm, but the fruit was not. Very soon 
it came to pass that the Pears had 
wept copiously, to the surprise and 
utter consternation of the cognoscenti. 

For the guidance of others, let it be 
stated that the name of the offending 
Pear is Durondeau. The famous Dr. 
Hogg, illustrious pomologist, praised 
the Durondeau, which he described as 
“a first-rate and beautiful Pear . . . 
flesh very tender, melting and very 
juicy, sweet, rich, and delicious.” 
Covent Garden does not quite endorse 
this opinion. It agrees with the 
“ tender and melting,” but, as for the 
rest—it had better be silence. Re¬ 
tailers who bought baskets of this de¬ 
ceptive Pear were completely taken by 
surprise to find that the fruit became 
liquified in the course of a few hours. 

Although consistently praised by 
pomologists, the Pitmaston Duchess, a 
very large, handsome Pear, is really 
of inferior quality. Magnitude, even 
without flavour, is a valuable com¬ 
mercial asset in fruit. How anyone 
with the least discrimination in the 
matter of palate can commend the Pit¬ 
maston is beyond comprehension. 


SEAKALE AND SPINACH BEET. 

“ K. R. W.” (October 20th, p. 570) is quite 
correct in his contention about these being 
two distinct species of Beet. In either case 
the roots are valueless, but not so the 
leaves and stalks. It is the midrib or 
stalks, which, in well-cultivated examples, 
are broad and succulent, that are so 
esteemed with regard to Seakale Beet, 
these being cooked and served like Sea¬ 
kale. The plant is also much lurger iu all 
its parts than Spinach Beet, and of a more 
compact habit with respect to growth. To 
obtain fine specimens the plants should be 
allowed ample space, and cultivation 
should be of the best. “ K. R. W.” men¬ 
tions that the leafy or green portion may 
be used as a substitute for Spinach, but of 
this I am unable to speak from experience. 
Spinach Beet is all that is represented 
by your correspondent, as I have been a 
large grower of it for years past, both fol¬ 
iate summer as well as for winter and 
spring supply. As a substitute for true 
Spinach at the seasons mentioned, when a 
regular supply is not forthcoming, or, as 
ofttimes happens, none is to be had for 
weeks together, it Is invaluable, and no 
garden w-here this valuable, wholesome 
vegetable is in demand should be without 
it. It is, as pointed out by “ K. R. W.,” 
very hardy indeed. I have never known 
it killed by frost, while it is of very easy 
culture. In deeply-moved, well-manured 
ground it makes free grow-th, and the more 
luxuriant this is the better the quality and 
flavour of the produce when cooked. To 
stand the winter, seed should be sown 
about the second week in August and again 
'n the beginning of September, and the 
'esulting plants thinned to not less than 
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9 inches apart. The first-named will afford 
gatherings throughout the winter, and in 
the spring in the latter instance. A. W. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

A good native Blackberry.— It may 

astonish many who are not botanists to 
know that some hundreds of varieties of 
wild Blackberries exist in the British Isles. 
True, many are too rare as well as useless 
for our purpose. Now that the plants are 
in fruit the most approved variety should 
be selected and marked for removal into 
the garden in the autumn or early spring. 
Rubus Koehleri, which may be found grow¬ 
ing in many parts of England, possesses all 
the necessary good qualities. It is very 
productive, early, and bears large fruit. 
The stems of this variety are densely 
covered with many straight hairs and 
prickles of various lengths. I have the 
plants growing and hanging down over a 
high ha-ha wall facing south, a position 
very suitable, and where the fruit can be 
easily gathered. When once a few tames 
are planted, all that is necessary to ex¬ 
tend a row- of plants is to bury the tips of 
the long shoots in the soil, where they soon 
form roots and make nice plants by the 
following year. In February or March all 
old wood should be cut out and the new 
shoots arranged where they can obtain 
equal light and sunshine, and the plants be 
top-dressed with manure. Odd corners 
aud waste places in most gardens can with 
a little trouble be made both useful and 
ornamental by planting good varieties.— 
J. C. Vakty-Smith in Garden. 

Lemons. —So many people want a few 
Lemons that the demand soon exceeds the 
supply, and thereupon the price soars to 
the upper register. During the present 
week a retailer was compelled to pay at 
the rate of 21s. a hundred for Lemons of 
very poor quality. Now, if a couple or 
three cargoes were to be landed from Sicily 
or Sorrento, the price would fall to an ex¬ 
ceedingly low level. Lemons are much 
wanted in hospitals, and it would be kind 
of the general public to use the fruit.U6 
sparingly as possible, and not at all for the 
mere pleasure of doing so. Several months 
ago, when Lemons were plentiful and 
cheap, it was urged in these columns that 
the habit of using them as a garnish for 
fish might well be done away with in war¬ 
time. Few diners eat the Lemon, which 
in that case becomes merely decorative. 
The practice still continues in high-class 
restaurants, although those, who really 
need the Lemon are compelled to do with¬ 
out.— Telegraph. 

Army vegetable-growing.— A valuable 
suggestion is made this week by the editor 
of Country Life, fresh back from a visit to 
France. It is that all the vegetables re¬ 
quired by the British Army in France 
should be grown on French soil, under the 
control of a Director of Food Production 
for the Army aud sub-directors for each 
individual army. What would be required 
in the first place is a well-plneed nursery, 
where the seedlings could be brought on 
till they were in a condition for trans¬ 
planting in places close behind the armies. 
The French are already doing this with 
success. A French officer, M. Truffaut, an 
expert gardener, has been running a large 
vegetable nursery in the Trianon Gardens 
at Versailles, with the aid of Tonquinese 
soldiers. Last year he raised 25,000,000 
seedlings—Cabbages, Onions, Leeks, Cauli¬ 
flowers, Celery, etc.—and he did so entirely 
without manure, after giving the ground a 
dressing of bisulphide of carbon. It is 
urged that the same thing should be done 
for the armies of Britain and America. 
There is an abundance of first-class land 
near the armies, and the work could be 
done by British soldiers, as it is now being 


done by French soldiers. It would be 
vastly more economical to the State, and 
the British armies would be assured a suit- 
ply of much fresher and more palatable 
vegetables. 

The Dutch Haricot. —Those people who 
availed themselves of the offer of the 
Dutch Bean by the Royal Horticultural 
Society will have no cause to regret it. 
Having cooked aud tasted it I can pro¬ 
nounce it of excellent and first-class table 
quality. It is very mealy, succulent, and 
of full, rich flavour, excelling anything of 
the Haricot type that I have previously 
tasted. As grown here it also possesses 
all the most meritorious qualities of a gar¬ 
den vegetable, every seed germinating, and 
the growth and crop being all that one 
could possibly desire. At a time like this, 
when, owing to the high prices of meats 
and other staple articles of food, vegetables 
of palatable and nutritious quality are in 
demand, the Dutch Bean will be counted 
as one of the most useful things that I 
have grown, and I recommend it, without 
any reservation.— F. Herbert Chapman in 
Garden. 

[Tlfts Bean should he known by its true 
name in France, where Haricot Beans 
are of great importance. — Ed.] 

How to save food. —Avoid pig flesh. 
I’ork and ham are difficult of digestion. 
Bacon is nearly all fat. The pig has more 
diseases than any other animal used for 
food because it is mostly fed on refuse. 
As you cannot make a silk purse out of a 
sow’s ear, so you cannot make healthy 
tissues out of diseased animal flesh. 
Economically the use of pig’s flesh is bad. 
To fatten a pig every pound takes about 
(i lb. of Barley, Maize, or Pea-meal, and 
fresh pig flesh contains only 25 or 30 per 
cent, of nourishment, the rest is water. 
But if we had eaten the Barley, Maize, or 
Pea-meal ourselves we should have put on 
tlie flesh instead of the pig. Economically 
the use of pig’s flesh is bad. It contains 
nothing that we cannot get purer and 
cheaper from the vegetable kingdom. The 
flesh-forming part of meat is better sup¬ 
plied by split Peas, Haricot Beans, and 
Lentils.— Reynolds’s. 

The Apples to eat or cook. —Mr. Farmer 
is right as to the good kinds, but errs in 
his classification of the fruit. What we 
really ought to do is to describe the Apples 
that have tlie precious quality of not ask¬ 
ing for the harmful factory sugar. Mr. 
Bunyard and Mr. McDonald are now add¬ 
ing to our confusion by new groupings of 
Apples—vain Inventions when there are 
only two classes that will stand the test of 
reason, the good and the bad. So let Mr. 
Farmer help us by giving a list of the 
Apples that will stand all tests. I am 
going to plant an orchard of such kinds, 
aud so am really interested in Apples that 
do not lead one to the stomach-ache. Local 
Apples should not be left out, but the Irish 
Peach is a failure with me aud is clearly 
in want of its own soil and air.—W., 
Sussex. 

The Sussex Forge Apple.— This richly- 
flavoured, pretty Apple may well be added 
to the kinds that find their own fine 
sweetening without the aid of factory 
sugar or other doubtful ingredients. 
Baked now it is excellent. It Is a very old 
Apple, frequently grown in farmers’ and 
cottagers’ gardens, and in the forest dis¬ 
trict bearing freely and keeping well. It 
has the reputation of making a delicious 
cider. 


Y"*®"*-krw an a vau uw, 

tliis is a good late Apple, which sets freely 
and the fruits attain a nice size. Its 
quality makes a little thinning out worth 
doing. The tree is very compact in 
growth, and suitable for a small garden.— 
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ROSES. 

ROSE MME. LEON PAIN. 

A great Rose, surely, for our rainy and 
stormy land. A lady who often comes to 
see my Roses I asked lately which she 
liked best. She said Mine. Leon Pain. It 
is, truly, a precious Rose and bloomed 
well this year until the end of October, 
when the flowers shown in the vase were 
gathered. It grows well on the Briar, so 
far not showing any suckers. W. 

Sussex. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Rose planting.—The making of new 

beds and borders for Roses should now be 
undertaken. If the site chosen has not 
hitherto been worked, or - not to any depth, 
the breaking up of the soil three spits 


or basic slag for the under spits. If the 
planting of Roses for the clothing of 
arches or old tree stems is contemplated, 
good-sized holes, capable of holding not | 
less than half a cartload of compost, 
should be excavated where they are to be 
planted. The same provision should also 
be made in the planting of Roses to cover 
bare walls on the dwellings, summer¬ 
houses, or arbours. In all cases the 
drainage should be seen to if the subsoil 
is very wet or water collects in the beds, 
borders, or holes, as the case may be, 
when opening them out. In the first- 
named instance a layer of brickbats witli 
some finer material laid on top, the whole 
about 6 inches in depth, usually serves to 
keep the soil above it sufficiently dry and 
warm.—A. W. 

Rosa Hugonis in Perthshire. —There is 
at Aberuchill Castle, Perthshire, a very 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

DISBUDDED EARLY 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

Whereas for some years past early and 
semi-early Chrysanthemums have been 
grown in natural fashion outdoors, in more 
recent times there has been a desire to 
give more attention to the growing of 
varieties that produce good flowers, some 
ti inches or more across, and of excellent 
quality. When I use the term “ natural ” 
fashion 1 mean the growing of these plants 
without any manipulation of the growths, 
such as pinching out the points of the 
shoots, in order to induce a bushy form of 
growth. I have for many years advocated 
the cultivation of the outdoor Chrysanthe¬ 
mums in undisbudded form, and have 





Rose Mme. Leon Pain. Fromjopenjair, end-of October. 


deep and working in with it a liberal 
quantity of manure should be the first 
consideration. Very heavy soils, par¬ 
ticularly clay loams, may have old mortar 
rubbish mixed with them to advantage. 
In the event of the Becond and third spits 
consisting of clay or gravel, both should 
be removed and replaced with suitable 
soil brought in from elsewhere. On one 
occasion the deficiency under similar cir¬ 
cumstances was made good with the ant¬ 
hills which had been pared off 1 the sur¬ 
face of the park. These were stacked, 
and after lying for two seasons were 
found in a sweet, mellow condition, and 
utilised as indicated. When mixed with 
the best of the staple and the whole en¬ 
riched with farmyard manure a splendid 
compost resulted, which the Roses, when 
planted, greatly appreciated. When 
there is a deficiency of manure the supply 
can be eked out by employing bong-meal 

Digitized by 


by employing bone-me 

>y Google 


fine plant of this, one of the earliest of 
the species and specially valuable on that 
acoount. Besides this recommendation, 
R. Hugonis has attractive foliage and 
yellow flowers. — S. Aunott. 

Dwarf Polyantha Rose Yvonne Rabier. 

—In the collection of Roses in the nur¬ 
series of Mr. D. M’Omish, Crieff, Perth¬ 
shire, the above Rose was perhaps the 
prettiest of the dwarf white Polyantha 
Roses. The small flowers are pure white 
and exceedingly pretty on a very dwarf 
plant.— S. A. 


“The Bngllah Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds. ‘—F*a Afitim, Itik. mial. antk Sucriptfanu 
0/ aU du Wm planlM, tnm, and strwSa, lA nr aulturt and 
wruyiiiMiU, ill* rtraUd on wood Cloth, w*»diwm Svo, lSg ., 
port Aw, lit M. Of oU BookodUr* or from tht ojflot 
%/ OAJLSBirnra Illubtkatbo, U, Lincoln* Inm FUUU 
lomdom, W.Oa L 


allowed the plants, from their earliest 
stages, to grow on to the terminal buds 
without interfering with the shoots in any 
way beyond staking and tying. In this 
way I have been able to determine the 
varieties that are best suited to this 
method of culture, and, as the result of 
careful selection, I have been able to get 
together a collection of these plants speci¬ 
ally suited to this method of culture and 
that yield a display of dainty blooms 
during the autumn months. 

Few of these free-flowering, naturally- 
grown outdoor Chrysanthemums take 
kindly to disbudding. It does not neees- 
arily follow that because a plant may yield 
a quantity of blossoms in beautiful sprays 
the same variety will develop a limited 
number of fairly large blooms if the 
growths be disbudded of the terminal buds 
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be thinned out. There are a few varieties 
of the outdoor Chrysanthemums that are 
useful alike for a disbudded and for an 
undisbudded method of culture. That old 
and excellent border variety Mine. Marie 
Massd is an ideal outdoor variety when 
grown in natural fashion, but when sub¬ 
jected to a rigid system of disbudding, the 
blooms are very disapi>ointing. The same 
remarks apply to the siKirts of this variety, 
namely, Ralph Curtis, Horace Martin, 
Rabbie Burns, Crimson Marie Massd, and 
others of the same family. On the other 
hand, such sorts as Nina Bliek, Nor¬ 
mandie, Framfleld Early White, Queen of 
the Earlies, Hector, Perle Chatillonaise, 
J. Bannister, Le Pactole, Lillie, Polly, and 
varieties iiossessing the same character¬ 
istics, are not nearly so interesting when 
grown in undisbudded form, but when ac¬ 
corded good culture and disbudded to pro¬ 
duce some twelve or more blooms the re¬ 
sult is in every way satisfactory. 

Quite apart from the plants mentioned 
in the latter category there has been intro¬ 
duced within, say, the last ten years quite 
an Interesting series of Chrysanthemums 
of a very distinct character that are speci¬ 
ally good when disbudded, and that yield 
flowers of the most beautiful description. 

I know of market gardens where they arc 
grown In their tens of thousands, and I 
know of other gardens, of quite small 
dimensions, where these newer sorts ure 
grown in small quantities and where the 
results are very satisfactory. So long as 
severe frosts keep away no artificial pro¬ 
tection is accorded the plants. In rainy 
weather, too, the blooms fire not protected 
from the elements, except, perhaps, when 
there is the promise of frost succeeding a 
fall of rain. Then they are given the pro¬ 
tection of a canvas covering, this running 
on rollers from the ridge of a roughly, 
though securely, erected wooden frame¬ 
work. This is the method adopted in cer¬ 
tain large market gardens, find could not, 
of course, be observed in the ease of plants 
growing in tile oi>en border. 

Readers who may be disposed to grow a 
batch of plants another season for the pur¬ 
pose of providing cut flowers of good 
quality for home decoration would be well 
advised to follow the practice observed by 
the market growers, or else utilise spare 
frame-lights by fixing these on a frame¬ 
work sufficiently strong to support them, 
ami erecting this over the quarters devoted 
to the cultivation of these disbudded 
Chrysanthemums. Few readers of Gab- 
deninu can have but a vague idea of the 
wonderful results from Chrysanthemums 
grown by this method of culture. The 
blooms are invariably of good form and 
beautiful colour, and most plants of these 
varieties are fairly dwarf. 

A few of the better sorts of the disbudded 
early and semi-early Chrysanthemums em¬ 
brace the following: Almirante (red with 
scarlet shadings), useful also for sprays; 
Cranford Pink (pleasing soft pink), must 
lie disbudded to be seen at its best; Cran¬ 
ford Yellow (yellow), a quite distinct and 
ut tractive flower: Cranfordia (pale yellow), 
one of the best flowers of this type; 
Dolores (bronzy terra-cotta); Caprice du 
l'rlntemps (deep rosy-pink), Kathleen 
Thompson (chestnut-crimson sport from 
last-named variety), Miss F. Collier 
(white), Mrs. Roots (pure white, very 
dwarf), and {Soldi d’Octobre (soft yellow, 
grand when disbudded). There are also a 
terra-cotta s|>ort and a bronze sport from 
this variety, all very handsome. Dick 
Barnes (rosy-crimson), certificated in line,, 
and Lichfield Pink (soft mauve-pink), n re- 
ccntly introduced soil and one of the very 
best, are also good. Harry Thorijc is a 
lieautlful golden-bronze sort of consider¬ 
able merit. E. G. j 
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VEGETABLES. 

TOMATOES AND RICH SOIL. 

I think that my paragraph on Tomatoes 
in the issue of duly 14th, p. 386, read as a 
whole, does not indicate, as “ 0. T.” says 
in the issue of October 20th, p. 568, that I 
emphasised the value of 11 rich ” soil. 
What I meant, really, was to point out the 
contrast between the old and the new ways 
of growing Tomatoes. In my apprentice 
days, now nearly thirty years ago, we were 
taught that the poorest soil that could be 
found was the best for Tomatoes, and that 
comparative starvation induced fertility. 
I have seen bench-sweepings, exhausted 
soil from other plants, and much sand used 
as a compost. Certainly, after five or six 
bunches were set, feeding with liquid 
manure, or by top-dressing, was resorted 
to, and really surprising crops resulted 
from this treatment. It must be borne in 
mind that, in those days, Tomatoes were 
not grown so largely as they are now; in¬ 
deed, but few people could l>e induced to 
eat them. As the taste for Tomatoes 
grew, and the cultivation of the plant ex¬ 
tended, new ideas as to its culture arose, 
and it was found that instead of semi- 
starvation a liberal diet suited them 
better. That was what I meant to convey. 
Healthy and robust foliage means vigour, 
which, in turn, means productiveness, 
and, naturally, these can only be obtained 
by the use of rich soil. The question, 
then, is, What is meant by rich soil’/ My 
definition is as given above, a good, sound 
loam, without any addition whatever, ex¬ 
cept a few wood-ashes and a little lime- 
rubble. If necessary, and should tile crop 
apiieur to warrant further assistance, 
liquid manure or top-dressing should 
suffice. I fancy that “ C. T.” imagines by 
“ rich ” soil I mean what i linve frequently 
described ill these columns as a chemist- 
shop mixture, and which is considered a 
nine (jn6 non by many plant growers. Such 
unnatural combinations are considered by 
tile users to tie rich, and after the plants 
get to work in them—after a iieriod of 
sickness, generally—the result, as “ C. T.” 
says, is, in the case of Tomatoes, too much 
leafage, too strong side shoots, and disease. 

W. McGcffog. 

Hdlmtic, Kirkcudbright. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Diseased Potatoes. —I am sending you a 
sample of Potatoes. Could you kindlv 
tell me what is the matter with them? 1 
had the seed from Lincolnshire last spring. 
They were planted in sandy peat. At one 
end I had King Edward all light ; the 
other end Dunbar, also all right; but the 
enclosed (Up-to-Date) was in the centre, 
and every one of them unfit for food. I 
lanted 1 cwt., and got a fair crop— 

ewt.—all like enclosed. They took on a 
somewhat curly growth when well ad¬ 
vanced. Kindly say if it. is the fault of 
seed or some disease, and if 1 may safelv 
grow again on same ground, using fresh 
seed ?—Liulipi'T. 

| Your Potatoes apitear to be a fleeted 
with the disease known as “bruise,” a 
trouble of obscure origin, bill, so far as 
is known, not due to the attack of any 
disease-producing organism. The cause 
seems rather to lie in something amiss 
with (lie conditions in which the plants 
were grown, and we think that with 
thorough cultivation of the ground now 
and attention to hoeing during the early 
stages of growth later, the ground may be 
wifely used for growing Potatoes again 
next season. Great care should be taken 
to sis- that the drainage is good and that 
the land is in good heart.] 

storing Potatoes _The storage of Pota¬ 

toes is well dealt with by “Townsman,” 


on page 570. A good many allotment- 
holders are finding some difficulty in deal¬ 
ing with their Potatoes, quite a large 
number of them being men who have but 
small bouses, with little or no accommo¬ 
dation for storing. Some pit them where 
grown; but, unfortunately, some of the 
allotments are unprotected, and I have 
heard of several who have had their Pota¬ 
toes stolen this season. I agree with 
“Townsman” in advocating storage in 
small quantities, so that disease may not 
have the same chance of .spreading, while 
the Potatoes can lie gone over more 
readily than when stored in large quanti¬ 
ties.—A. 

The fallacy of lifting Parsnips early.— 

Parsnips may be safely left in the ground 
as they are improved by the frost. As a 
matter of fact, many are digging them 
up and placing them in cellars and out¬ 
houses, where they become dry and stringy 
and scarcely fit to eat. Leaving them in 
the soil is the best way, throwing some 
litter over them so that when frost comes 
they can he got up easily. —Leahukst. 



BEES. 

Now, with the loug nights before us in 
which to make our own hives and appara¬ 
tus, is the time to think definitely of keep¬ 
ing bees. If any reader entertaining such 
thoughts has doubts of a suitable hive 
location or of his own ixnvers, let him look 
at the very interesting illustration of two 
hives on the leads of an ordinary dwelling- 
house and read their history. 

These hives belong to. a man whose 
apiarian experiences are of interest to the 
incipient enthusiast with the above doubts 
and only little leisure. The owner of these 
hives lias a large town business which 
makes exacting calls upon his time. Two 
or three years ago a chance swarm "hived” 
itself under the leads outside his bedroom 
window. With no knowledge of bees what¬ 
ever, he nevertheless, in the following 
August, resolved to get the honey. Peel¬ 
ing off the lead anil lifting the boards he 
cut out tlx- honeycomb, neatly built be¬ 
tween the supporting timbers. Having re¬ 
placed the wood and lead, he hoped the 
liees would refit their home and survive, 
which, of course, they did not. But 
another swarm arrived the uext year. 
This time, with more enterprise than wis¬ 
dom. he cut a hole in the lead and placed 
a borrowed crate of sections over it. 
Having plenty of room below, the bees pre¬ 
ferred to remain there. Undaunted, he 
bought a hive, set it up ou the roof, and 
into it. with a bee-keeper's help, the bees 
were " driven." The Isle of Wight disease 
next came along, and all the bees died 
Not to be beaten, if perseverance could do 
anything, our friend this time bought a 
stock, hive and all, which in due course 
threw off a swarm. This was put into the 
first hive, already prepared and thoroughly 
scorched to disinfect. The two hives thl6 
year produced a satisfactory amount of 
honey and are, to-day, thriving. Labor 
omnia vincit, surely, in this case. This 
house is situated iu the country, but bees 
kept in small towns and on the borders of 
large ones will succeed. Hunter, in his 
“Manual of Bee-keeping” (published 
1875), s|leaks of hives in Kensington, and 
also close to Charing Cross railway 
station. I doubt the productiveness of the 
latter. _It. R. H. 

Index and Binding Cases for completed 

Volume. - The Index to Volume XXXVIII. oj Garden¬ 
ing Illustrated is nou? ready (price 3d., poet free ftdj. 
The Binding Com /or the tame volume is aleo available 
(price It . 6d., by post Is. 9d.f. The Index and Binding 
Case can be obtained from any newsagent, or from (he 
Publisher, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. t. U 
ordered together, the price of the Index and Binding Cam is 
it ., post free . 
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Cockroaches and black beetles can be 
trapi>cd with tin traps named “The 
Demon,” placing suitable bait therein ac¬ 
cording to instructions. Turn the hay or 
whatever kind of covering is used on re¬ 
cently spawned beds, and maintain the re¬ 
quisite amount of humidity in the atmo¬ 
sphere by sprinkling the floor, also 
syringe the walls if necessary. Avoid the 
use of fire heat until the temperature falls 
below 55 degs. Additional coverings to 
the beds is ofttimes more productive of 
good results than raising the temperature 
by artificial means. Continue to collect 
manure, and prepare it in the usual way 
for the making of future beds. 

Shrubs for forcing _Lilacs, Rhododen¬ 

drons, Syringas, Guelder Roses, Staphy- 
leas, Azaleas of the mollis and Ghent 
types, and Deutzias required for forcing 
should be potted and for the present stood 
outdoors. 

Gladioli _The porms should now be 

lifted, and after attaching the labels to 
the stems, place them on the floor of a 
cool shed or suspend them to nails driven 
into the wall until the tops become 
thoroughly ripened, when they can be 
cleaned and stared away until planting¬ 
time comes round. The early-flowering 
varieties, such as are required for the 
greenhouse, should be potted, and, for 
early blooming outdoors, planted without 
further delay. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Early Peach-house. —This will now bo 

closed in preparation for forcing. No 
fire heat will be used during the first three 
weeks; but the house will be kept closed 
unless the temperature rises to 50 degs., 
in which case the ventilators are opened 
a little. At the commencement of actual 
forcing and the employment of artificial 
heat a night temperature of 40 degs. to 
45 degs. will be maintained, allowing it 
to increase during the day from 50 degs. 
to 55 degs., and by sun heat from 60 degs. 
to 65 degs. The available surfaces in 
the house are damped with tepid water 
according to the weather, and the trees 
sprayed in the morning and afternoon on 
fine, sunny days. 

Cucumbers intended for fruiting late in 
winter have made good growth. In order 
to conserve the energies of the plants the 
fruits are cut as soon as they are of a 
sufficient size. Careful attention to the 
regulating of the foliage is necessary to 
avoid overcrowding of the leaves, as this 
favours red-spider when much fire heat 
lias to be employed. Surface-rooting is 
encouraged by affording slight top-dress¬ 
ings of rich soil. 

Tomatoes.— Plants in bearing make but 
little growth now, and watering needs to 
be carefully done. A small quantity of 
fine loam to which has been added some 
artificial manure has been scattered over 
the surface of the pots. The leading 
growths are kept tied to the stakes, and 
all axillary shoots removed. Overcrowd¬ 
ing of the plants must be avoided, as they 
need plenty of light to fruit well. Young 
plants intended tor fruiting in the spring 
are now in small pots, and are placed near 
to the roof glass in order that growth may 
be sturdy. These young plants will be 
supported with neat stakes, and given 
larger pots as soon as the roots need more 
room, using a rich compost, but no 
manure. The soil for Tomatoes in winter 
should not be of too close a texture, and 
if the plants are drawn, place them as low 
in the pots as possible. Like all newly- 
potted plants, they must be watered with 
extra care for some time afterwards. 
Should aphis be present on the plants, 
fumigate the house with a nicotine pre¬ 
paration on one or two occasions. 

Chrysanthemums.— Directly the flowers 
have faded the stems are cut down close 
to the soil in the case of those varieties 
that produce cuttings freely. Those that 
are shy growing, or new or scarce varie¬ 
ties, of which it may be difficult to ob- 
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tain a sufficient stock of good cuttings, 
are not cut down lower than to within 
1 foot of the soil. Cuttings produced 
from the stem are not nearly so good as 
those from the base; but in some cases 
stem cuttings must be secured or none at 
all may be available. The objection to 
stem cuttings is that plants grown from 
such are liable to show flower-buds pre¬ 
maturely—in some instances as soon as 
the plants commence to grow. The best 
position for the old stools is in a cold 
frame or a vinery or Peach-house at rest, 
where plenty of light is available. In 
either ease they sliould lie placed close to 
the glass and be protected from frost. 

Perpetual-flowering Carnations.— The 
principal batch of flowering plants is now 
at its best, and to enable the blooms to 
last as long as possible care must be taken 
to prevent the atmosphere of the house 
becoming very damp. Watering now 
needs great care, and is done as early in 
the day as possible. The temperature at 
night ranges from 45 degs. to 50 degs., ac¬ 
cording to the conditions prevailing out- 
of-doors. A little ventilation is allowed at 
night, unless there is severe frost or very 
cold winds. Each morning ventilation is 
increased until the thermometer stands at 
55 degs., when the ventilators are opened 
to the full. Many varieties are very sus¬ 
ceptible to a fungus disease, more especi¬ 
ally if kept in too warm an atmosphere; 
hut if every particle of diseased foliage is 
cut off and burnt as soon as seen, and the 
plants sprayed with copper ammonia com¬ 
pound, the disease may soon be eradicated. 
Carnations do best when a house can 1*3 
devoted to them; but if su.-h !>e not avail¬ 
able, then the houses in which fruit-trees 
are resting will suit them admirably. The 
flowers may lie longer in opening, but less 
heat than recommended above is to be 
preferred at this season to excessive heat, 
which soon causes the plants to become 
enfeebled. 

Preparing the ground for next season’s 
crops. — The particular treatment of 
vacant plots must depend upon the nature 
of the crop it is intended to grow upon 
them, and this should Ire decided now, so 
that the ground may be treated accord¬ 
ingly. Deep trenching should Ire prac¬ 
tised wherever possible, and if this is done 
some manure or decayed vegetable matter 
may be placed in the bottom of the trench. 
Endeavour to get the whole of the soil as 
speedily as possible into a suitable con¬ 
dition for vegetable crops. This is only 
possible bv frequently bringing some of 
the subsoil to the surface. Leave the sur¬ 
face as rough and lumpy as possible. 
Ground which has been occupied by veget¬ 
able crops for a number of years will be 
benefited by a liberal dose of lime and 
soot, working it in during the process of 
digging or trenching; also a good surface 
dressing when the work is completed. 
Wet or retentive soils should not he 
trenched before spring; but the surface 
may be given a liberal dressing of such 
as wood ashes, old mortar- rubble, lime, 
and soot. All rubbish collected in or 
about the garden should lie burned or 
charred on vacant pieces of ground, and 
the residue after burning will greatly 
benefit the soil. 

Batavian Endive is much more reliable 
than Lettuce as a winter salad. The 
plants should now all be lifted and placed 
closely together in cold pits or frames, 
taking care to retain as much soil as pos¬ 
sible on the roots when transplanting. 
After planting, give a good watering to 
settle the soil about the roots. The 
lights should be removed from the frames 
on dry davs, as the atmosphere must not 
be allowed to become damp or stagnant. 
Blanching is effected by lifting a few 
plants from the frames as required, plac¬ 
ing them in 1 Mixes, and standing them in 
a dark oorner of the Mushroom-house. 

F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Plant-houses. —Epaorises are now looked 
upon as being old-fashioned plants; but 


there is no doubt as to their value for 
winter or spring decoration. Many who fail 
with Heaths will find that the Epacris is a 
more accommodating plant. It requires 
much the same sod! and treatment, but 
does not so readily collapse as does the 
Heath. The best soil is, of course, peat; 
but where that is not very plentiful a mix¬ 
ture of that and old loam in equal parts 
with a sufficiency of sand will suffice. Pot¬ 
ting ought to lie done very firmly, and 
after flowering is completed the snoots 
may be cut back to quite the old wood. 
Place the plants in a warm house to in- 
duoe breaks from the dormant eyes, and 
repot when the young shoots are an inch 
or two long. Very lmjiortant in plant- 
houses at this time is the absence of in¬ 
sects, dust, and superfluous moisture. 
Withered blooms and foliage ought to be 
removed regularly, for with the disap¬ 
pearance of the outside flowers more in¬ 
terest will attach to those under glass. 
One of the brightest things of the present 
9eason is Salvia splendens grandiflora, the 
massive scarlet spikes of which are very 
striking. An effective contrast, and one 
which tones down the insistence of the 
more vivid colour, may be found by using 
one of the older white Chrysanthemums, 
such as Soeur Melanie or Mme. Des- 
granges. Another very useful variety for 
this purpose is Framfield White, which, 
if disbudded, bears nicely-sized blooms. 
Chrysanthemums now begin, generally, to 
make a good display. Bush plants are, 
after all, much more effective and useful 
than the single-stemmed plants, and the 
“ mop ” blooms, while stately and atten¬ 
tion-arresting, cannot be compared with 
the numerous flowers upon a well-grown 
bush. Single varieties are alike useful 
for decoration and for cutting, and for the 
former some disbudding is desirable, 
although for cutting it is, perhaps, better 
to allow' all the buds to open and form a 
graceful spray. The earlier Cinerarias 
are showing colour. Unfortunately, the 
strain appears for once in a way to be an 
inferior one, there being an undue pre¬ 
ponderance of slaty-whites and purples. 
Primula sinensis and P. stellata are be¬ 
ginning to show -signs of bloom, and the 
buds of P. obconica have again been picked 
off. A pan of P. malacoides was in the 
spring set out on a gravel walk, and on 
removing it the other day innumerable 
seedlings were found in the neighbour¬ 
hood. Although a sufficient number had 
been already potted off, a quantity of 
these was pneked off into pans, and, 
grown on coolly, will make useful stuff 
m April or May. In the 

Stove there is a very bright display. 
Owing to an accident in their early stages 
to winter-flowering Begonias, these useful 
things are to some extent missed; but the 
earliest Gesneras have filled the gap, and 
are not much inferior. The display of 
Hymenoeallis yet goes on, and there are 
vet plants just on the point of flowering. 
Saintpaulia ionantha is always note¬ 
worthy, and more than usual has been 
grown. This does well, and blooms 
freely in quite small pots. Among other 
things, Cypripediums are rapidly coming 
along, and plants in ]x>ts and pans— 

9 inenes and 10 inches in diameter—are 
all carrying a useful crop of flowers. 
These, either upon the plants or when cut, 
last for a very considerable period. Coelo- 
gyne eristata is equally accommodating, 
and is more showy tJian the comparatively 
dull blooms of Cypripediums. A good, 
showy subject is Euphorbia jacquiniav 
flora, although of rather a straggling 
habit. The best way to grow this plant 
is to strike half-a-dozen cuttings in a 
small pot, repotting them all together as 
occasion requires until the flowering-pot 
is needed. Poinsettias, of course, are 
showy; but at times they drop their 
foliage badly, and are then scraggy-look¬ 
ing. Among roof plants, none I think is 
so reliable for winter blooming as Thun- 
bergia laurifolia. T. capeusis, having now 
ceased to be effective, may be cut down at 
any time. Both, and especially the latter, 
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appear -to me to succeed better when ciit 
down pretty severely, T. capensis at the 
present time, and T. IaurifoHa in March 
or April. Less syringing is now needed in 
the stove; and if the furnace is in the 
proximity of the roofs of the houses, take 
care that the soot deposited on the glass 
does not defile the water. In such a case 
it is better to do without syringing mean¬ 
time. Night temperature now about 
65 degs. round about 10 p.m., with a fall 
of a degree ocr two in the early morning. 

Plants for forcing.—With the potting 
up of a further mixed batch of Dielytra, 
Hoteia, and Funkia, a sufficient quantity 
of these easily-forced things has now been 
obtained. Meantime, the present lot has 
been placed on a gravel walk, sheltered 
by a glasshouse, until space becomes 
vacant for them in cold frames. 

Work out-of-doors has again been ren¬ 
dered almost impassible by reason of ex¬ 
tremely wet and wintry weather. During 
the week we experienced a hurricane, 
which has worked a good deal of damage. 
Not only were trees in the open uprooted, 
but wall trees were badly knocked about, 
Morello Cherries suffering rather severely, 
while some fine old pieces of Moutan 
Poeonies were hardly hit. Tn the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the gardens some fine, young 
Douglas Pines and Silver Birches were 
uprooted. The weather continues to be of 
the worst possible description—rain, hail, 
sleet, and snow following one another in 
rapid succession. When it has been pos¬ 
sible to do so, some manure wheeling was 
done, and alleys were scraped in readiness 
for din-ring when the weather- is more 
favourable. W. McGuffoc.. 

Balmac Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


NATIONAL CHRYSANTHEMUM 
SOCIETY. 

November 6th, 1917. 

As a direct result of the war, the annual 
exhibition held on the above-named date 
was one of the smallest. If not in the 
history of the Society, at least for many 
years past. It was, indeed, but a shadow 
of Its former self, a fragment of the giant 
displays of Aquarium days, when, in the 
zenith of its popularity, exhibitors fore¬ 
gathered from far and near. The superb 
groups of other days were non-existent, 
and generally the quality of the blooms 
shown was not high—none. Indeed, to ap¬ 
proach the magnificent blooms which 
from Addlestone last year easily carried 
off the Blue Riband of the occasion. This 
is not saying that there were no good 
blooms, far from It. They were, how¬ 
ever, fewer in number and of a lower 
standard of merit. The class for twenty- 
four incurved may, however, be cited as 
an exception, and here, despite the times, 
quality, finish, and refinement were 
high in the leading stand. Two tables 
only were arranged in the class for a 
“ floral decoration of Chrysanthemums 
for a dinner table,” and in these nothing 
new or original was seen. The vase 
classes were showy, though usually over¬ 
done. Following are brief particulars of 
the show :— 

Class 1, open to affiliated societies only, 
was for twelve vases of cut Chrysanthe¬ 
mums, three vases each of Japanese, in¬ 
curved, singles, and Anemones or Pom- 
pons. The Finchley Chrysanthemum 
Society alone competed, and was awarded 
the first prize, a challenge trophy and 
cash. Buttercup, Rosamund, Descartes 
(red Japanese Anemone), and Triumph de 
Montbrun (a golden incurved) were the 
better vases. No competitor entered in 
the class for thirty-six Japanese. For 
twenty-four Japanese, Mr. W. J. Smith 
(gardener to Mrs. Hamilton Fellows, 
Tangley Park, Worplesdon. Guildford) 
was an excellent first, good blooms being 
Mrs. G. Drabble. R- Luxford, 
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Golden Champion, Mrs. Lloyd Wigg. 
Rosamund, W. Turner (white), and Mrs. 
Tricker. This was one of the best ex¬ 
hibits in the show. Two others eom- 
jieted, Mr. A. Smith, The Convent Gar¬ 
dens, Roehampton, being second. Six 
coiHi>eted in the class for twelve Japanese 
blooms distinct, Mr. H. Blakeway (gar¬ 
dener to Mr. TV. H. Allen, Brombam 
House, Bedford) occupying the place of | 
honour, having very good blooms of His 
Majesty (crimson), W. Rigby (yellow), 
Mrs. Drabble (white), Mrs. Algernon 
Davis (pink), and Bob Pulling. In the 
classes for six Jai>anese distinct and one 
vase of white Japanese (three blooms), 
Mr. W. J. Smith, Tangley Park, Worples¬ 
don, excelled, having in the first Lady 
Talbot (soft yellow), W. Turner (white), 
R. C. Pulling (gold), Mrs. E. A. Tickle 
(pink), Mrs. H. E. Converse (red, with 
gold reverse), and Mrs. Jones (a very mas¬ 
sive bloom). Mr. II. Blakeway was 


second, five competing. In the single 
vase class, Mr. W. J. Smith employed 
Mrs. R. C. Pulling. Two competed for 
twenty-four incurved blooms distinct, the 
leading exhibit being from Mr. A. B. 
Hudd (gardener to Mrs. Chalmers, Far- 
rant, Iiickley, Kent). Some of the best 
were Romance, Mrs. P. Wiseman, Mrs. 
Ashworth (bronze), Clara Wells (gold), 
and Mrs. B. Hankey (of bronzy hue). 
The same exhibitor excelled in the class 
for twelve incurved blooms, his finer 
specimens being Master Charles Hall 
(red), Pantia Raili (bronze), and Butter¬ 
cup (golden). In both, admirable quality 
blooms were staged, evidencing intelligent 
cultivation. This exhibitor again ex¬ 
celled for six vases of singles, six flowers 
in each vase. In the classes respectively 
for one vase of singles and one of large 
exhibition blooms, Mr. A. Robertson (gar¬ 
dener to Mr. H. J. Yarrow, Abbey-road, 
St. John’s Wood) led, using in the first 
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EARLY SCOTCH SEED POTATOES. 


BEES Ltd. are now completing 
lifting and grading, and find crops 
heavier and cleaner than usual. 

Instead of putting this extra profit 
into their own pockets they are 
reducing prices to customers. 

Orders are now being booked at 
prices quoted below for delivery 
when ready. 

Orders already booked will also 
be executed at these reduced 
prices. 

Special Terms to Allotment 
Societies . 

Epicure (Scotch). An old favourite which produces very heavy 
crops, and has tubers of good sire ready to lift very early ... 
Eclipse (Scotch). Splendid white round, very early, ihallow 

eyes, good cooker. 

Eclipse. Once grown in Yorkshire ... ... 

Sharpe’s Express (Scotch). A great favourite, very * early ; 

smooth skin, heavy cropper. 

Sharpe’s Express. Once grown in Lincolnshire .„ 

Sir John Llewellyn (Linos.) First class in every way . 

British Queen (Scotch). Remarkably fine, both as regards 
cropping and cooking qualities. A superb second early; 

keeps well. . 

British Queen. Once grown in Lincolnshire ... !.. ..! 

Pioneer (Scotch). A greatly improved Becond early; flrst-class 
cooker and cropper . M 

IMMUNE SEED POTATOES. 

Bees Ltd. are licensed by the Board of Agriculture to supply 
varieties suitable for planting in districts afiTected with Blaok 
Scab or Wart Disease. 

King George (Scotch). Although generally classed as a second 
early, this variety when grown from sprouted seed is ready 
for lifting as early as “ Sharpe’s Express " or “Epicure.” 
It is an exoellent cropper, does well everywhere, especially 
on medium and heavy soils. Owing to first early immune 
sorts being practically unprocurable, "King George” is in 

great demand as a first early. . 

Great Scot (Scotch). Second early, immense cropper, fine quality 
and flavour. Keeps as well as a main crop, strongly recom¬ 
mended.. 

Great Scot (Lincolnshire seed) . 

The Ally (Scotch). A second early Immune variety \rith tuber of 
fine quality and shape, heavy cropper . 

(An excellent Bet of three potatoes for infected areas would be 
“King George," “Great Scot," and “Lochar” or “Templar." 
Prices of main crop sorts will be quoted later.) 


1121bs. 

S61bs. 

281bs. 

14lbs. 

71bs. 

15/- 
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4/4 
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1/2 

18/- 
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2/9 
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18/- 

9/6 
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Cost of Carriage. 


The above prices include cost of bags. If carriage is to bo prepaid, please remit as nnder:— 


Up to 50 miles 
100 „ 


1121 bs. 

1/3 

1/9 

2/4 

3/2 


561 bs. 
1 /- 
1/2 
1/7 
2/1 


281hs. 
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II- 
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141bs. 

-n 

-n 
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71 bs. 

-17 
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(To ascertain distance from Liverpool to your station look up passenger fare in time-table which 
is calculated at abont Id. per mile. Thus, if ordinary passenger fare is between 4/3 and 8/4, the 
distance will be between 61 and 100 miles). 

Shallots. 115. 1/2, 3 Jibs. 3/-, 71bs. 5/9, 14 lbs. 10/6 Carriage paid. 

Onion Sets. I'b- 2/8, 21 bs. 4 / 6 , 3lbs. «/6, 4lbs. 8/6, 5Ibs. 10/8 Carriage paid. 

BEES Ltd., 175b Mill St, Liverpool. 


ANA-CHA 


AIGN 



636 


CT.amm.mNG tltjjstbated. 


November 24 , 1917 


white, yellow, and crimson varieties. For 
a display of singles on a table space 8 feet 
by 3 feet. Mr. A. Rnnciman, Wanstead. was 
placed first with a very good exhibit. In 
the 

Amateur division, Mr. D. Raraanl 
(■gardener to the Lord Wandsworth In¬ 
stitution, Long Sutton, Winehfield) was 
the only exhibitor of twelve Japanese 
blooms distinct, and was awarded first 
prize. Fred Green, Daily Mail (yellow), 
and H. E Converse (red and gold) were 
the best. This exhibitor also excelled in 
the classes for six Japanese distinct 
varieties, and six Japanese, three varie¬ 
ties, two blooms of each, his set in the 
latter being Lady Talbot (soft yellow). 
Mrs. E. A. Tickle (pink), and H. E. Con¬ 
verse (red and gold). 

Non-competitive groups were ar«ange<l 
by Messrs. W. Wells, Limited, Merstham, 
and by Mr. Nonnan Davis. Framfield, 
Sussex, Market Rronze. Mrs. G. Monro, 
jun., and Mrs. Algernon Davis (pink) 
being among those shown by the last- 
named. Mr. H. .T. .Tones. Lewisham, had 
a stand of very striking novelties, among 
them being Rrillinnt (a grand crimson, 
with gold reverse). Mr. L. George (red, 
with gold reverse), Golden Spray (single). 
Mrs. W. Holden (chestnut-red), and Mrs. 
E. Dow (n fine exhibition Jafianese of old 
rase colour, with silvery reverse). 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AITS FLOWERS 

Flower garden plant* (0.).—In so hot a 

garden as yours evidently is, we should 
t>e diary of planting anvthing that may 
suffer greatly from the heat in summer. 
Of course, you may raise froni seed every 
vear Pansies, Polyanthuses, Silene, and 
Myosotis, and get double Daisies, Aubrie- 
tias, Doromourn, Wallflowers, and such 
tilings to make the garden gay in April 
and May, but many of the things would 
doubtless die later if so very hot. But if 
you wish for summer flowers, then have 
Stocks, Asters, Pelargoniums, Begonias, 
Petunias—indeed, any fairly wairmth-lov- 
ing plants. As to beds, these should not 
be too large, and be in shape round, oval, 
or oblong, fairly bold-shaped, but still suit¬ 
able to the form of the garden. You may 
try some Roses as climliers on the wall, 
hut chalk is not a good soil for hush 
Roses. On your other borders plant fairly 
strong-growing hardy perennials, as these 
withistaml sevew winds pretty well. 
There are myriads of things all suitable, 

VEGETABLES. 

Cankered Parsnips (J. J. Marriott).— 
Your Parsnips are suffering from what is 
known as “canker,” caused chiefly by a 
fungus usually generated in tile soil by too 
much wet or too rich dressings of manure. 
A common cause of the trouble is sowing 
seed on ground just recently dressed with 
manure. That should always t>e avoided. 
It is best to follow a crop previously well 
manured, and not a root crop. Also, 
when the plants are well up and have 
been thinned, it is good practice to 
smother the ground with fresh slacked 
lime and hoe it in, doing that two or 
three times during the season. Where 
Parsnips have suffered badly, the ground 
should bo at once dressed with well-broken 
gas-lime at the rate of 2 bushels to 3 rods, 
digging it in a few weeks later. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Weed in Lily of the Valley bed (F. 0.).— 

The weed, specimens of which you send, is 
Bishop-weed or Gout-weed (/Egopodium 
Podagraria), and when it bias once lieen 
introduced to a garden is very difficult to 
eradicate. The only way is to dig out the 
soil at least 2 feet deep and burn the whole. 
You should lift the whole of the Lily of the 
Valley, free tiie roots from the least atom 
of the weed, and replant elsewhere. If 
this cannot be done, remove Uie soil to a 
depth of 2 feet/and replace willli Hiat from 


a fresh place. The Bishop or Gout-weed 
has such enormous roots that it strangles 
all other plants, and the mischief goes on 
when the leaves have decayed and there is 
no sign of life above ground. 

SHORT REPLIES. 

J. II. IF. Thomas .—Yes ; they can lie 
made into jelly. See reply to 
“ F. M. A. H.,” i,n our issue of November 

17th, page 618.- -J. Hatton .—Regret 

to say we are unable to find spaoe for 
such a long list as you wish. Your best 
plan will l>e to pay a visit to a nursery 
where Chrysanthemums are largely grown, 
and in this way select the varieties that 

you like best.-IT. 7?. Baines .—An un- 

ripe fruit of the Japanese Quince (Cy- 
donia japonica). Easily raised from seed 
when ripe. 

NAMEB OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants_ E. B .—Cannot name 

from leaves only; must have flowers. 

Names of fruits.— T. C. C. —Apples: 1, 
—Small Fearn’is Pippin; 2, Looks like 
Downton ; 3, Not recognised; 4, Tyler’s 
Kernel. Before .sending fruits for name, 
kindly see our “ Rules to Correspondents.” 

- M. D. —Apples: 1, Lois I Derby; 2, 

Rdhston: 3, Winter Hawthorn den; 4, 

Laue’s Prince Albert,- A. L.- —Apples: 

1, Norfolk Beaufin; 2, Wellington; 3, 

Golden Noble; 4, Warner’s King.-- 

L. L. IF.—Apples: 1, Cat’s Head; 2, 
Golden Noble ; 3, King of the Pippins; 4, 
Bramley’s. Thanks for such charac¬ 
teristic fruits.- R. S. B. —Pears: 1, 

Louise Bonne of Jersey; 2, Nouveau 

Poiteau; 3, Beurre Bose. Apple: 4, 
Leathereoat Russett.-- F 0. —Apples: 

1, Lord Derby; 2, Laue’s Prince Albert; 

3, Ribston ; 4, Cox’s Orange.-IF. If .— 

Pear: 1, ForelJe. Apples: 2 and 3, Blen¬ 
heim Orange ; 4, Sturmer.- E. B. II .— 

Apples: 1, Cellini; 2, Wellington. Pears: 

3, OatiJlac ; 4, Winter Nelis.- T. G. T.— 

Aoples: 1. Adam’s Pearmain: 2, Ecklin- 
ville ; 3, Golden Noble; 4, Striped Beaufin. 

- Dench field. —1, Beurre Hardy; 2, 

Durondeau.- J. W. —Apples: 1 and 2, 

King of the Pippins; 3, Worcester Pear- 

main ; 4, Cox’s Pomona.- Cheshire .— 

Apples: 1, Cellini; 2, Fearn’s Pippin; 3, 
Wellington; 4, Sturmer (a very fine 

sample).-- Mrs. Taylor. —Apples: 1, 

Lane’s Prince Albert; 2, Alfriston; 3, 

Mere de Menage; 4, Rymer.- R. G .— 

Pears: 1, Doyenne chi Comice; 2, Beurre 
Diel; 3, Brown Beurre; 4, Beurre Clair- 
geau.- M. Ross. —Apples: 1, Sturmer; 

2, Small fruit of Blenheim; 3, Gascoigne’s 

Scarlet; 4, Loddingtan (syn. Stone’s 
A pple). __ 

OBITUARY. 

MR, WM. MARSHALL, V.M.H. 
Just as we go to press we regret to 
hear of the death, on November 13th, 
at the age of eighty-two, of Mr. Will. 
Marshall, well known in the gardening 
world, and for many years a mein Iter of 
the Council of the Royal Horticultural 
Society and Chairman of the Floral Com¬ 
mittee. He it was who first showed 
Odonitoglossum crispum in flower. He 
was one of the founders of the United 
Horticultural Benefit and Provident 
Society. Of late years lie devoted his 
attention to hardy Ferns, and in his 
garden at Aucheiiiraith, Bexley, hod a very 
fine collection of distinct and beautiful 
forms. He took a great interest in the 
Royal Gardeners’ Orphan Fund, of the 
Committee of which lie was Chairman for 
manv years. 


Keeping flowers. —Tn your issue of 
August 4th “Clarence Elliott” gives 
useful hints as to packing plants for post. 
Could some hints lie added as to certain 
stimulants which can lie added to the 
water into which flowers arc put to keep 
them fresh for some time? T have heard 
of aucliu but can get nothing authorita¬ 
tive.— Georoe Duthie, Salisbury, Rho¬ 
desia. 


SALE BY AUCTION OP 

ROSES, 

Herbaceous and Rock Plants, 
Rhododendrons, Carnations, 

Fruit Trees, Golden Privet, etc. 

BULBS in variety. 

100 20-lb. Baskets of APPLES. 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21st, 1917, at 12 noon. 

MESSRS. PR0THER0E * MORRIS, 

117 anil 68, CHEAPSIDE, P. C. 2. 
sixpence in Stamps will ensure 12 Catalogues. 


Mrs. PYM’S FAMOUS PLANTS 

ALL POST FREE. 

Spring Oabbaze, Pickling Cabbage. Leeks, Brussels 
Sprouts, Tripoli Winter Onions, Cos and Cabbage Lettuce, 
Savoys, Broccoli, 8prouting Broccoli. Chicory, Curled Scotch 
Kale, Asparagus Kale, Cottager's Kale. Thousand-headed 
Kale, Perpetual and Prickly Spinach. 19 100. 

HERBS (strong, transplanted).—Sage, Thyme, Mint 
Marjoram, 121 - ; Parsley, 20 1 - 

WALLFLOWERS (Separate Colours or Mixed), 60 
16, 100 2 6. 

PRIMULAS.- •Herbaceous Calceolarias, Cinerarias, 
Scarlet Salvias, Schlzanthus, Begonias, Stocks, all for Win¬ 
ter and Spring flowering, 6 1 ■ 

PRIMULA Malacoides, strong plants for Christmas 
flowering, 6 1- 

Magnifluent Hardy Perennials, Rockery, Spring Bedding. 
Greenhouse Plauts, etc., cheap and good. 

NEW CATALOGUE now ready, free on application. 


MRS. PYM, F.R.H.S., 

2, Vine House, Woodstone, Peterborough. 


ENGLISH GROWN ROSES. 

Captain Hayward, Charles Lefebvre, Countess of Oxford, 
Duke of Edinburgh, Duke of Teck, Dupuy Jamnin, Fisher 
Holmes, General Jacqueminot, Marie Rady. Ulrich Brunner, 
F K. Druschki, Hugh Dickson, Louis van lloutte, Mrs 
Laing. Magna Charts, Marie Beaumann, Shnmmn Craw¬ 
ford. Caroline Testout, Ecarlate. Richmond, Lady Batter¬ 
sea Orleans, Baby Dorothy, Catherine Zeimet, Juliet, His 
Majesty, Lady Pirrie, K. A. Victoria, Killarney. Lady Asb- 
town, Liberty, Mrs. W. J. Grant, Mrs. S. Ross, G. Nabon- 
nand, General McArthur, Pharisaer, Edu Meyer. Dean 
Hole, Mme. Melanie Soupert. Dorothy Page Roberts, and 
all the leading varieties, 6d. each. 

LARGE APPLE TREES. 

Standard and Bush Trees, 1/6 eaoh. 

Blenheim Orange, Cox’s Orange Pippin, Beauty of Kent. 
Alfriston, Northern Greening, Warner's King Bramley 
Seedling, Gladstone, Bismarck, Beauty of Bath. Worcester 
Pearmain. Charles Ross. Allington Pippin, King Pippin. 
Lord Snffleld, Ecklinville Seedling, Gasooigue Scarlet, 
Golden Noble. Irish Peach. Lady Sudeley, Lord Grosvenor, 
Newton Wonder, and others. 

STANDARD & BUSH PEARS, 16 EACH. 

In all the Leading Varieties. 

RASPBERRIES, 1/- DOZEN. 

Large Transplanted Plante. 

40 Wallflowers, red. 6d.; 40 Wallflowers, golden,6d.; 40 
Wallflowers, mixed, 6d.; 8 Pyrethrum, Hybrid . bd. ,1 Hybrid 
Tea Rose, 6d.; 20 Canterbury Bells, mixed 6d ; at Canter¬ 
bury Bells, rose, 6d. ; 100 Cabbage, 6d ;,25 Antirrhinums. 
6d.; 20 Brompton Stocks, 6d ; 2 Red Hot Hokenb6d. , 1 
Ampelopsis Veitchi, 6d.; 1 Clematis, white. 6d.; 6 Double 
Carnations. 6d.; 2 large Lavenders, 6d.;b Achillea The 
Pearl, 6d.; 20 AlyBaum G. Dust. 6d. ; b Chelone Barbata. 
6d ; 6 Michaelmas Daisies, 6d.; 12 Dianthus,bd.; 2 Funktas, 
bd.; 6 Hollyhocks, double, 6d.; 12 Montbretiaa Gd ; 2 Rose¬ 
mary 6d.; 12 Sweet Williams, pink, bd.; 50 Red Cabbage, 
6d.; 75 Onions, Ailsa Craig, 6d.; 20 Pansies, giant, 6d.; 15 
Strawberry Plants, 6d. 

As all parcels have to be carriage paid, please add bd. for 
orders of 2s. 6d., 9d. for 5s., Is. for 10s. and over. 

R. SMITH & CO., Nurseries, Worcester. 


.GLASS.. 


Special Price* for Oach with Order In HulL 
0LAS8, 1 oi 


12,11,15,16,18, 
20.22.24 i I2in. I 8 ® 
16. 17. 18, 20 x) 

13in.I 

16, 18, 20, 22, 24 [ 
xl4ln. ) 


52 6 92 6 


Boxes, 100 200 I Boies, 100 200 

sq. ft. sq. ft. | _ SQ. ft. sq. ft 

8 x Gin. 33 - 56- 

9x7in. 36- 59 6 

10 X 8in. 40 8 74- 

12,13,14.J5x8in. 44 - 76/- 

11 . 12 .13.14 x9in. 45 6 78/- 

12.13.14 x 10ju. 46 6 82- 

13 x llin. 48 - 84 - 

16,18.20x10111. l.„. . 

16 ,18.20 x llin. / 88 

PUTTY. Best Soft.—1 cwt., 21 

6/6; 141bs., 3 9. 

DIAMONDS. 7 6 end 10/6 each. 

GLASS CUTTERS, G-wheel. 1/6 eaoh. 

BEST MIXED PAINTS.-7-lb. lever tins. White, 
12/- stone; ordinary colours, 8 6 per stone. 
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20,22, 24 x I5in.' 

18, 20, 22. 24 x 
16in. 

20,22.24 x 181n. 58 - 
I cwt. ,11-; 


956 
98 6 

Jewt., 


B. LTD.. 

eBURTON ST.. HULL. Esteb. 184 3.^^ 

A SHIELD FOR YOUR BOY AT THE 

ii FRONT.—Full particulars will be sent on receipt of a 
post card of the latest steel Shield for gearing under th« 
tunic. A real life saver. Address—BRITISH A ALLIES 
gHIELD, 63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2._ 

The latest day for receiving Advertisements 
la FRIDAY. J a.m 
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NOTES OF THE WEEK. 


Convolvulus althseoides. — Some people 
find this a weed, mul others cannot get it 
to grow. Here, in North London, it grows 
and flowers very well without becoming at 
all a nuisance. It wants lime in the soil, 
.without which I do not think it is happy, 
and it also seems to like a sunny, dry 
place.—N orth London. 

Dianthus Freynii. —This is a charming 
rink for the moraine, with tiny glaucous 
foliage and small pink blossoms—a minia¬ 
ture in every way. It is so small that it 
needs careful watching that it does not get 
swallowed up by some rampant neighbour. 
It strikes readily from cuttings inserted in 
very sandy soil. It was in blossom with 
me at the end of October.—Noivrn London. 

Viola gracilis Red Admiral.— Tliis is, in 
some respects, a better garden plant than 
the type; at least, I find it so. Though it 
blooms freely, it does not seem to flower 
itself to death ns the typo sometimes does 
and as the variety Purple Kobe often seems 
to do. The flower, of a rich vinous putple 
colour, is larger than in the type, and very 
effective in a mass. It seeds freely.— 
W. O. 

Trials of doubtful value.— I read this in 
various journals. “The Royal Horticul¬ 
tural Society will hold trials of Achllleas 
(all kinds), Candytufts (perennial varie¬ 
ties), ami Chrysanthemum maximum and 
its allies at Wisley in 1918.” These plants 
are thoroughly well known in gardens and 
tested already. It seems a waste of time 
and means to try plants of second-rate 
value for the garden. 

Eomecon chionanth'a.— This lias been in 
flower most of October, the pure white 
flowers with yellow stamens being very 
effective. It likes a shady place in sandy, 
leafy soil, and, in some gardens, is a weed. 
It does not like lime, and can easily be 
kept within bounds if the pocket In which 
it is growing is surrounded by lime. It is 
so beautiful that it is worth taking some 
trouble over. —NoitTii London. 

Ononis rotundifoiia.— I always thought 
this was not very hardy, and quite expected 
that the severity of last winter would kill 
it, but it never suffered in the least in my 
North London garden. I cut it down every 
year after flowering In the spring, and it 
generally blooms again in the autumn. It 
makes a neat little bush, the rosy, pea¬ 
shaped blossoms being very attractive. It 
produces plenty of seed, from which it is 
easily raised, and does well in a sunny, 
rather dry spot.—W. O. 

Rosacea cautlioides. This seems quite 
hardy if planted deeply, as last winter, 
which killed so many things, had no effect 
whatever on my plants, which came 
through and bloomed well this year. As 
J. Stormonth says (p. 001), the species 
grows a bit •• leggy,” which is a pity, as 
the flowers, though not showy, are pretty 
and of a very unusual type, reminding one 
very much of those of an Orchid. I do not 
lirnl it at all particular as to soil or posi¬ 
tion, and it can he divided easily.— North 
London. 

Elsholtzia Stauntonil.—I send you some 
flowers of Elsholtzia Stauntonii (nothing 
to do with Eschscholtzia), which is in- 
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comparably the most beautiful of late 
autumn - flowering shrubs. Though we 
have had frost several times (twice in 
October) it is entirely untouched. Nichol¬ 
son, in referring to the genus, says it is 
of “little horticultural value,” but a 
plant that is very hardy, flowers in late 
October (now the 20th), and is beset with 
numerous spikes of beautiful, lilac, labiate 
flowers is beyond price.— -Frank Caisr, 
Friar Park, Henley-on-Thames. 

Sisyrinchium. —The dwarf Sksyrinchiums 
are very suitable for the rock garden, and 
their neat habit of growth makes them 
very attractive. S. bennudianum, with 
blue star-shaped flowers, is one of the best. 
S. californicum has bright yellow flowers, 
and would be/ very effective but that the 
flower-spikes have a tendency to flop over, 
which rather spoils the effect. Iioth of 
these species are quite easy to grow in any 
well-drained soil, and soon seed themselves 
about. S. iridifolium has pale blue flowers 
and is not very effective. S. grandiflorum 
is of a different type, with narrow foliage 
and drooping purple flowers in early spring 
—quite a handsome plant, but I have not 
found it so easy as the others mentioned. 
S. lilifolium is somewhat of the same style, 
but with satiny-white iiendent flowers 
veined with purple. This does not seem 
difficult in leafy soil, and is one of the best 
of the dwarf species.— N. London. 

Sir Frank Crisp and Henley _Henley lias 

given the honorary freedom of the town to 
Sir Frank Crisp, who lias well merited the 
honour. The ceremony is fully described 
in the ITenley Standard of November lGtli, 
and pleasant reading it was to me until I 
came to this, that “in politics he is a 
staunch Radical and one of the corner¬ 
stones of the South Oxou Liberal Associa¬ 
tion.” Before reading this, if asked as to 
polities I should have described him as one 
of the corner-stones of our British Con¬ 
stitution and worthy to be classed with 
men like Lord Palmerston and Melbourne, 
who would say let us be happy with “ the 
good tilings we have, and run not after 
those we know not of.” To me lie has a 
higher place than any one of the corner¬ 
stones above named, that is, the maker of 
the best formed and planted of rock gar¬ 
dens. having spent half a lifetime in quest 
of tlie beautiful in rock gardens in our 
isles and elsewhere. I say this without 
reserve.—W. It. 

Seed strains —Some profess to look ask¬ 
ance at selected strains of seed, alleging 
that, for general purposes, one strain is 
quite as good as another, while seeds from 
un ordinary collection are much cheaper. 
Careful selection on the part of the seed- 
grower means additional expense, which, 
naturally, must be added to the price of 
the seeds, whereas when seed-saving is 
done in a haphazard way such seeds cost 
less to produce and can he sold cheaply. 
Contrast the results obtained from a 
packet of carefully-selected seeds with 
those from a packet costing a quarter of 
the price, and the difference is at once 
obvious. I have just seen a batch of 
Cineraria stellatsi in bloom, the plants 
having been raised from seeds of a cheap 
strain. There is not a decided colour in 
the lot. Dirty whites, washy blues, and a 
preponderance of the objectionable magenta 
(as nearly as I can describe the colour) are 
the only shades found. Nor is the foliage 
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at all what it should be. Plants, such as 
these, take ns much care and attention as 
those from a superior strain.— A Scottish 
Gardener. 

Polygonum polystachum. — This is a 
rather coarse-growing species, but in a 
moist situation and a heavy soil gives a 
fine autumn display. I have grown it for 
some years in the herbaceous border, but 
looked upon it as too coarse. This lust 
spring I dug it all up with a lot of other 
plants in order to make room for vege¬ 
tables, and threw it on the scrap-heap. It 
happened, however, that a bit of root got 
thrown on to a heap of strong clayey soil 
which had been put in place to make a 
foundation for a large rock bank, but 
which, owing to other pressing duties, was 
left as it was all the summer. In this the 
plant throve amazingly, eventually de¬ 
veloping into a great hush G feet or 7 feet 
across, which throughout October was a 
mass of pinkish-white blossom. I had 
arranged to supply the flowers for my 
church during the summer months from 
my garden, and just when other blooms 
were beginning to get scarce this Poly¬ 
gonum came to my rescue and supplied me 
with lovely bunches of Lilac-like flowers 
for three weeks. The wet summer no 
doubt was largely responsible for the fine 
display, as in a dry season it is hardly 
worth growing here in London.—W. O. 


A PLANT COLLECTOR IN CHINA. 

I enclose a eopy r of a letter just received 
from Mr. Forrest, who seems to be now in 
the thick of his collecting. 

Fred. J. Chittenden. 
SUiemalatsa, Tsedjrong, Upper 
Mekong, via Wei Hsi, N.W. 

Yunnan. 

July 17th, 1917. 

I am settled down for the season and 
living with a Tibetan farmer, an old 
friend of mine of 190a. The house, on 
a small flat,’4 to 6 acres, is situated ina 
big bend on the left bank of the 
Mekong, approx, lat. 28° 25' N. The 
valley here is a mere gorge, some 2,000 
feet in depth, flanks angled to 70°, 
climate almost tropical. On every side 
we are enclosed by mountains, the 
divides rising to about i5,000 feet with 
isolated peaks, such as the sacred 
mountains Doker-la and Ka-qwo-pu, 
which lie only a few miles to the north, 
of 20,000 feet or even more, snow¬ 
capped and glacier-clad. It is a diffi¬ 
cult and trying country to work. At 
our feet runs the Mekong, a raging 
eocoa-coloured torrent of 200 yards 
breadtli with a 10-knot current, rising 
and falling like a gigantic pulse 1G feet 
or more, day by day. Tzckou, the 
scene of my adventure with the Lamas 
in 1905, lies a few miles soutli; to the 
north a few hours’ journey is the 
frontier of Sarong. Above a certain 
altitude in this region of the Yunnan 
■ province the genus Rhododendron is 
the dominant feature in the scheme of 
vegetation, and species of that genus 
will bulk largely in my collections this 
year. The herbaria I have now in 
hand number 700-800 species, and, in 
looking over my field book, I find fully 
20 per cent, of the total numbers repre¬ 
sent Rhododendrons. 
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My journey from Licliiang to Atuutzc 
was very successful. Portions of the 
route, of course, such as the long de¬ 
scent from the Chuugtien plateau to 
the Yangtze, and thence to the 
foothills of the Bei-ma-Shan, gave 
little or no result. There for several 
days’ Journey the country is arid to a 
degree, the strata tiptilted, clay, slate, 
and sand formations, which refuse to 
hold moisture. The character of cli¬ 
mate and. consequently, flora is very 
similar to that jantion of the Yangtze 
valley crossed on the way from 
l.ichiang to Yungling, on the eastern 
arm of the big bend. Xerophytic 
shrubs and forms of hill types dwarfed 
and contorted by their environment 
almost out of recognition are abun¬ 
dant, with a herbaceous flora equally 
characteristic—Iponuca, Avoids, Com¬ 
posites, etc. However, the flora of 
the higher .portion of the Clmngtien 
plateau and that of the Bei-nia- 
Shan cornliensated fully for the non- 
productlveness of the above, and I 
secured quite a good haul, fully 200 
species new to my previous collec¬ 
tions, mostly frees and shrubs, for it 
was too early in the season for the 
higher alpine flora, the most interest¬ 
ing and valuable herbaceous plants. 
Many of the shrubs should prove of 
horticultural value. On the list are 
four new Loniceras, two Leptodermis, 
two Pyrus, two Daphnes, three 
Prunus, two Abelias, two Dinpcnsia, 
one splendid Fraxinus, one Poplar, 
one Syringa, several Euonymus, 
several good Berberis, three new 
Camganas, two Ostryopsis, etc., of 
all of which I hope to get seed. Of 
herbaceous material, I found several 
Primulas^ a line new species of 
Solms-Laubachia with rose-pink 
flowers, the beautiful Anemone glau- 
cophylla Fr., and another with 
deep purple blooms, a new Troilius, a 
tine new Astragalus of compact, 
prostrate habit, silvery-grey foliage, 
and exceptionally large flowers of a 
deep wine-red colour, etc. But, ns I 
say, it was too early in the season for 
the flora of the Alps. However, I 
hope for great things from the Bei- 
ina-Shan, and a party of my men are 
now there to collect lor several weeks. 
The wealth of 

Rhoix)I)e.\dbo.\s is almost incred¬ 
ible, and the number of new species 
and forms found confusing. I have 
really given up attempting to define 
the limits of species, each individual 
seems to have a form or iui affinity on 
every range and divide differing essen¬ 
tially from the type. I secured a very 
grant number of these. In that region 
Rhododendron Traillianum scorns to he 
the dominant species. It is so plenti¬ 
ful on the eastern slope of the Bel- 
ma-Shan that its flowers give a sil¬ 
very-grey appearance lo the range, 
visible many miles distant. The 
range of colour is graat—from deep 
rose through shades of pink to pure 
white. It is one of the most abund¬ 
ant species, as well as- one of the 
finest in North-west Yunnan, extend¬ 
ing from the Tall Range to as far 
north as I have explored, lat. 28° 
40' N. Forms of tlie dwarf It. 
intricatum and R. fastigiatum types 
were simply legion, and clothed 
all the uplands, giving a very home¬ 
like touch to all the higher altitudes. 
Take the moors and hills surrounding 
the head waters of any of our plinci 
l«zl Highland streams In the early 
spring, those in full flood, with patches 


of snow around; for Heather and 
Heath imagine mile upon mile of 
dwarf Rhododendron, at that season 
almost the exact brownish shade of 
dry Heather, and you have the 
scenery of the summit of the Bei-ma- 
Shan, altitude 1.3,000 feet. The raw, 
damp wind strengthened the impres¬ 
sion for me, and as 1 stood there my 
heart warmed to it, and I could 
almost imagine myself a.t home. On 
those highlands, the dwarf Rhodo¬ 
dendrons were not then in flower; hut 
at lower altitudes, the moorlands of 
Hie Chungtien plateau, were covered 
with many forms of R. fastigiatum 
in fullest flower and in many shades— 
from tile ileeiiest purple-blue through 
lavender to bright rose-pink. At 
those lower altitudes the shrubs 
seem to thrive best in marshy situa¬ 
tions, and some of the boggy flats on 
tlie margins of the Pine forests which 
clothe the surrounding hills were 
ablaze with the blooms of It. liippo- 
phzeoides, R. scintillans, and what I 
took to be the true R. fastigiatum. 
Those flats are generally bordered by 
BirCh saplings; and again the charm¬ 
ing combination drove my thoughts 
homewards, reminding me, bar the 
colour, of just such flats as we have 
in the Highlands, where Heather and 
Birch grow in company. I secured 
fairly good photographs of some of 
the scenes. On the higher ]*>rtioiis of 
the plateau I rode for several days 
through 

P.eoma lutea, and after seeing so 
much of it I am quite of Mr. 
Gmubleton's opinion that P. lulea is 
only a form of P. Delavavi. At least 
30 per cent, of the plants I saw bore 
blooms either blotched deep crimson at 
base or more or less flushed with that 
shade throughout. Yet I did not And 
the type P. Delavayi anywhere. How¬ 
ever, form or not, those plants with the 
pure canary-yellow blossoms are most 
desirable, if one could be sure of the 
seedlings coming true. Previously, I had 
only seen the plant on the Tali 
Range, where it is much dwarfed in 
every way. On the Chungtien plateau 
it attains tlie same height as 
P. Delavayi—2 feet to 4 feet, or 
even more, with correspondingly 
bold foliage and large flowers. On 
tlie hills towards tlie north end 
of the plateau beyond the town 
of Chungtien, Daphne auriintiaca 
was the dominant shrub, by far 
eclipsing tile display it makes on the 
Lichiang Range, line as that is. The 
masses of golden-orange blooms, 
swamping the foliage, and visible at 
quite a considerable distance, gave 
one tiie impression of a hillside 
covered with Gorse. From what I 
saw, I think the siiecles must fruit 
much more freely than further south. 
Further ou, in like situations, the 
place of D. aurantiaca was taken by 
a very line free flowering species of 
Oaragana, a shrub of 3 feet to 0 feet, 
flowers golden - yellow with the 
standard tinged ruddy brown. 
Another fine shrub found at the same 
place is a prostrate form, or sp., 
rather, of Cotoneastcr, with glossy, 
box-like foliage and deep crimson 
flowers. ’Tlie siiecies forms mats 
several yards in diameter, arid blooms 
very freely. In the lower valley of 
the plateau I found many shrubs—a 
Daphne sp., a line shrub of 4 feet to 
(t feet., with pale-yellow, fragrant, 
blooms and scarlet fruits; a Frnx- 
lnus sp., a tree of 40 feet to 50 feet, 
with large, deliciously fragrant 


racemes of creamy-yellow flowers, a 
very handsome plant; a new siiecies 
of Meliosma, far excelling M. cunei- 
folia in appearance, and a wealth of 
bloom. One of the finest forest 
shrubs, and also of the open, is Pyres 
sp. It is a shrub or tree of 10 feet 
to 35 feet, with large, fragrant, pure 
white flowers, produced in great 
abundance. A good Cratapgus was 
evident in most open thickets, of good 
habit, much resembling our home 
“ Thom,” but bolder in every detail, 
and witli a light ruddy bark. Popu- 
ius sp. is an excellent tree, in height 
almost to 00 feet, with great girth 
and spread, and large, fine foliage. It 
is not abundant, hut to lie fouud near 
many water-courses. In the dry 
region beyond tlie plateau, Sopboru 
vicifolia or a form of that species was 
abundant in full bloom and exceed¬ 
ingly attractive. The flowers are of 
fair size, of a pale shade of blue and 
white, and produced in amazing 
abundance. In the same region, be¬ 
yond Tan-tin, on Hie dry rocks and 
open cliffs is found Androsace Bulley- 
ana, and I have seldom seen ji finer 
or brighter contrast in colour, the 
grey limestone background setting off 
the dazzling vermilion blooms to per¬ 
fection. This may or may not be A. 
Aizoou, as tlie Kew authorities say; but, 
if so, it is then a most luxuriant fonn 
of it; heads were noted bearing as 
many as fifty to seventy blooms. On 
marshy land and by streams I saw and 
photographed what I take to be 
Primula fascieulata Balf. HI. It is a 
charming little bog plant of 2 inches 
to 3 inches, with deep rose-pink 
blooms, which have an orange eye. It 
resembles P. tibetica, but has no 
scnjie. tlie flowers ai'ising on solitary 
pedicels from (be axils of the leaves. 

In marshy, open glades in Pine 
forest I saw ami also photographed 
the so-called yellow form of Primula 
Coekburniana. Personally, I consider 
it mora closely allied to P. Bulleyaua. 
It is too robust for an ally of P. Cock- 
burniana, and, besides, I found the 
flowers of many specimens flushed in 
hud the Indian red—typical of P. 
Bulleyaua. It flowered last year at 
Edinburgh and Colchester from seed 
collected by me in 1!)14. On the Bei- 
ma-^han and around Atuutzc several 
species of 

Primula were found. A glorious 
new form of the nivalis section, yet 
unnamed, first discovered in 1914 on the 
Chungtien plateau, was abundant in 
every meadow. Tlie colour range is 
great—from deepest violet through 
every shade of lavender to pale rose. 
Never in any form or species of this 
large and widely distributed group 
have I seen so rulmst plants. Some 
of the clumps bore as many as thirty- 
eight scapes, each witli an umbel of 
fifty to seventy blooms! From the 
1914 collecting the purple and lavender 
shades we already have, but I marked 
down many of the rose-coloured forms. 
On tlie descent from the Bei-ma-Shan 
I came on Primula minor in large 
numbers and in full flower. It Is a 
shade plant and very beautiful, re¬ 
sulting in large colonies on dry banks 
in the shade of Rhododendron bushes, 
the soil a light vegetable loam. Tlie 
flowers are of a very pleasing soft 
shnde of lavender-rose, with the eye 
yellow and very fragrant. A new 
siiecies, akin to P. liehiangensis, was 
also collected there. On the highest, 
jioint of the pass P. comprantha 
Balf. fil. was seen in great quantity, 
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but not in full flower. There, also, 
on moist, stony drift, was found a 
new species of Solms-Laubachia, with 
beautiful rose-coloured flowers, lint 
above 12,000 feet, the chief feature in 
all the scenes was lthododendrons, 
from forests of tree species, such as ! 
Rhododendron Traillhinum and It. 
phaeoclirysum, to moorlands carpeted 
by the dwarf species to the exclusion 
of all else in the way of shrubs. In 
the opener Tine forests were many 
species, old friends and new—R. 
puralbum, R. Wardi, It. Beeslanum, 

R. pagophilum, 7!. orestrephes, etc.— 
all in the perfection of bloom. One of 
the finest now species of the I!, infri- 
c-atuiu set, a shrub of 1 foot to 2} feet, 


and several of the nivalis section, one 
of which much resembles I’. Pur- 
domi. A most interesting find was a 
form of Stellnria Chaimejasme, with 
perfectly white, fragrant flowers. So 
far it is unique, as I have not found 
the type thus far north. Two species 
of Meconopsis, one of which is, I 
think, a form of the variable-flowered 
M. raeemosa ; tlie other a dwarf with 
blue flowers, and new to me. 

The hills enclosing the Atuntze 
valley, which is merely a gutter, are 
very barren and devoid of spoil, ris¬ 
ing to some 2,000 feet above the level 
of the town— i.e., 13,500 feet—but the 
summits and the alpine slopes heyond 
seemed to me fairly promising, 


ROSES. 

ROSE MRS. WADDELL. 

Mom: than ever in the past wet, stormy 
summer I was struck with the bravery of 
this handsome deep orange-yellow Rose in 
the moist weather. An unusually vigor¬ 
ous bush made a bold show throughout 
Hie summer and autumn. The hunch 
shown in the picture was gathered for the 
house in the first week iu November. 

»S'l tsscjr. W. 


INDOOR PLANTS. 

HARD-WOODED GREENHOUSE 
PLANTS. 

I Tut: note on Gape Heaths from “ J. Corn- 



ha s brilliant yellow blooms, produced 
most lavishly, and was seen iu masses 
acres in extent. R. saluenense, 
flowers deep lake-crimson, R. acraium, 
flowers blue-purple, It. diacritum, 
flowers deep purple, and others were 
as abundant. Around Atuntze a week's 
collecting produced quite a number of 
novelties, and many fine, though 
already known, species of Rhododen¬ 
drons. Several new forms of the 
cephalanthoides group were secured. 
Several excellent Primulas were col¬ 
lected, two of which belong to the dry- 
adifolia section, fine “ cushion ” rock 
plants; another—^ew, allied, to I*, 
holla, with decpmke^x^ou.”< 


though too early in the season to 
form a definite opinion. However, 
according to programme, I pushed on 
here, and, so far, 1 have not been dis¬ 
appointed. However, what I have 
done and seen here will be matter for 
another letter at an early date. Just 
at present I am too busy to spare 
much time for correspondence. I 
have very good reports of all the men 
on the various stations, and 1 expect 
to profit much by them, especially 
thoseatTali and Teugyueh. The men 
at the latter place are working the 
Shweli-Salwln divide, 11.000 feet to 
12,000 feet in height, than which I 
know no richer in the province. 


hill," page 00S, was very interesting to 
one who had a good deal to do with them 
in the days when they were so universally 
grown. Whether we shall ever see them 
again established in favour is very pro¬ 
blematical, as they are of too slow a 
growth, and require too much care to suit 
tlie present taste. There is no denying 
the beauty of these Cape Heaths when in 
bloom, and many of them last a long time 
in that condition. Nowadays practically 
the oid.v greenhouse Heaths to be met with 
are a few of the soft-wooded section, such 
as gracilis, hyemalis, etc. These are 
; only grown by a few cultivators who make 
a speciality ofjhem, Not only have the 
I greenhouse Heaths almost disappeared 
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from cultivation, but the same fate has 
befallen many other hard-wooded plants 
at one time so generally met with. A 
short time since a copy of the catalogue 
of the International Horticultural Exhi¬ 
bition of 18GC came into my hands, and 
full of interest I found it. The plants 
shown by the different cultivators were in 
most cases given, and many of them 
served to recall bygone days. Most of 
them would be unobtainable or almost so 
at the present day. Among old-time 
favourites that cropped up among the dif¬ 
ferent exhibits were Aerophyllum veno- 
sura, Aphelexis humllis, Aphelexis ma- 
crantha purpurea, Boronia pinnata, Cho- 
rozemas of sorts, Draeophyllum gracile, 
Genetyllis Hookeri and tulipifera, Erio- 
stemons of sorts, Leschenaultia biloba 
major, Pimeleas of sorts, Polygala Dal- 
maisiana, Phoenocoma prolifera Barnesi, 
Tetratheca verticillata, and others. It is 
interesting to note that the chief prizes 
were carried off by Mr. T. Baines, so well 
known for some years after both as a 
cultivator of specimen plants and a writer 
thereon. At the same exhibition good 
prizes were offered for specimen Ericas, 
and of them the most frequently met with 
were E. Cavendiskiana and the different 
forms of E. ventricosa.—W. T. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Hoya failing to flower.—Have you any 
suggestion to offer about a Hoya that 
looks healthy, but does not flower?— 
F. D. N. 

[We are handicapped in answering this 
question owing to the fact that you do not, 
name the species or the conditions under 
which you are growing it. The most 
generally met with is Hoya carnosn (the 
Wax-flower), and w t c will assume that 
yours is this species. If so, it is best 
grown in a compost made up of loam, 
[oat, broken brick rubble, and sand. 
The plant should l>e trained up a rafter 
in a warm greenhouse or intermediate 
structure—that is to say, where a mini¬ 
mum winter temperature of 50 dogs, is 
maintained. Good drainage should he 
ensured, and a liberal supply of water 
given during the growing season. A 
reasonable amount of sunshine is benefi¬ 
cial. When it blooms do not cut off the 
old flower clusters, as they will produce 
another crop of blossoms. Tour Iloyn, 
on the other hand, may lie Hoya bella, 
which succeeds best in a suspended basket 
in the stove. A mixture of loam, peat, 
Sphagnum Moss, and sand will suit it 
well. A liberal amount of water should 
lie given.] 

Treatment of Primulas.—What is the 
right treatment for Giant Primulas that 
havo been flowering in the greenhouse all 
the year?—r'. D. N. 

[The best treatment for all the varieties 
of Primula sinensis, including the Giant 
section, is to treat them as annuals, that 
is, from seed sown in the spring—the re¬ 
sulting plants will bloom in winter and 
the following spring. If you wish to keep 
the old plants, it is now too late to dis¬ 
turb them at (lie roots, lienee the better 
way will bo to cut off all old flower-spikes 
and dead leaves. Then take away as 
much of the top soil as can he done with¬ 
out unduly distressing the roots, and top- 
dress with a compost made up of loam, 
leaf-mould, and sand, to which a little 
plant food, such as Clay's, should be 
added. Failing this last, some weak 
liquid-manure and soot-water combined 
should be given occasionally. From seed 
sown in the spring, the plants, if potted 
on when necessary, should now be 
thoroughly established in pots 5 inches in 
diameter, and either commencing to flower 
or approaching tJart*stag 

Digitized by VjO 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS : 

RECENT VARIETIES. 

A katiier limited number of good new 
tilings has been noted this autumn. 
Crusader will be valued by those who grow 
for market and by private growers for 
cutting. It is white, with a stiff stem and 
with blooms of really nice quality. 
Brilliant is well named on account of the 
rich red hue of the medium-sized flowers. 
These two sorts belong to the Japanese 
type. In Donald we get a single pink of 
capital colour, which will lie welcome, be¬ 
cause of a shade that has rather lagged 
behind. Probably it will be termed a pink 
Mensa, this being the best type of a 
single yet known. Mrs. G. Munro, Junr., 
has deep crimson flowers, which may be 
grown to a big size. It is a Japanese 
variety that will be valued when cultivated 
to produce a goodly number of medium¬ 
sized blossoms on one plant. In size 
Louisa Pockett will certainly please. This 
properly belongs to last year's varieties, 
but as yet few people have grown it. The 
flowers open pinky-white and gain in 
purity as they age, although it may never 
be a white proper. For similar uses, too, 
Princess Mary will he in request. This 
was mentioned last year as a yellow- 
coloured “spirt” from the white Queen 
Mary, a gigantic flower when well grown. 
In Golden Champion wo get the charac¬ 
teristics of a show bloom—huge size, nice 
form, and brilliant colouring—a taking 
variety. T did not think the few speci¬ 
mens on view at the recent meeting of the 
leading Society in London up to the "best 
form generally, lint Lady Talbot, Mrs. 
II. J. Jones, H. E. Converse, Boh Pulling, 
and Mrs. Algernon Davis amongst the 
Jn[>anese, with Stuart Smith, Sandown 
Radiance, Mensa, and Golden Mensa, of 
the singles, appeared well developed and 
handsome. H. S. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Early-flowering Pompons in Waterlow 
Park.—A few days ago I saw a fine lot 
of the early-flowering Pompon Chrysan¬ 
themums in Waterlow Park, London, N. 
Years ago the early-flowering Chrysanthe¬ 
mums were freely planted in this North 
London park, and lliey used to make the 
beds and borders bright when the plants 
were in blossom. I came across a breadth 
of Pompons on the occasion referred to 
flowering profusely on one of the old 
Vine borders with a southern aspect. I 
noted, among others, the following sorts : 
Anastasia, a pretty, neatly-shaped, rosy- 
purple flower; St. Grouts, light pink, 
small flowers, but very free-flowering; 
and its white sport, White St. Grouts. I 
also saw a plant of that wonderful old 
Foinpon Pierey's Seedling, an orange- 
bronze coloured sort that flowers for a 
very long time. [There were others which 
at the moment I cannot recall. What im¬ 
pressed me, however, was the sturdy 
character of these Pompon varieties, 
which still appear to possess an excellent 
constitution. If those Pompons are not 
so showy as their Japanese rivals, they 
are still very useful outdoors and keep up 
a succession of bloom for quite a long 
time—W. V. T. 

Chrysanthemums, propagating. — No¬ 
thing is gained by being in a hurry to get 
young stock for another year. Growing 
tlie plants for show had brought in a lot of 
unnecessary work, and bothering with 
cuttings during the dull winter days was 
one of the Items. It is far better when 
tiie flowers have been gathered to cut back 
the stems, leaving about a foot in length 
only, and also thin tlio young green 


growths that will have come from their 
base. Then shake all the earth from the 
roots, trim these in, and plant the stools 
thickly in shallow boxes in a little fresh 
soil to which a quantity of loaf-mould has 
been added, standing the boxes on a green¬ 
house shelf where frost is kept away. By 
following the above practice one will have 
plenty of healthy little cuttings early next 
year and onwards. Shallow boxes, again 
—not more than 2 inches in depth—may be 
used for the cuttings. Any ordinary 
jiotting mould, with not too much sand, 
which tends to impoverish the same, will 
do. The cuttings arc put in about a couple 
of inches apart. An occasional sprinkling 
with water and protection from frost are 
all that is required to make them root 
freely— H. S. 

Spidery Chrysanthemums.—Few plants 
have had tlieir ups and downs and suffered 
more from the caprice of fashion than 
liavo Ghrysouthernums. One remembers 
" hat a stir the hairy-petalled sorts created 
"lien they were first introducer]. Old 
growers will recollect the interest evinced 
by tile general public when these varieties 
first figured on the exhibition table. Per¬ 
haps in a less degree the spidery sorts 
attracted considerable attention in their 
day. Wo remember sueli varieties as the 
Yellow Mrs. Filkins, White Thread, and 
Golden Faden. These had their day and 
were thought much of, but. they did not 
come up to the size of the Japanese, and 
size of bloom gradually became the ideal 
of tlie exhibitor—quite regardless of the 
beauty and charm of tlie smaller bloom¬ 
ing sorts.— Leahurst. 

Rust on Chrysanthemums_This disease 

in the leaves has been noticed lately. It 
was very troublesome .some few vears 
hack, hut I had an idea that it had' been 
scotched, it may be that less trouble lias 
been taken, through want of labour, than 
formerly—anyway, the rust is with us. 
It will lie well when cuttings are inserted 
to look for the tiny black spots on the 
back of the leaves. These can then be 
dealt with by touching them with paraffin, 
the spots only being [wanted with it. A 
change of cuttings from clean stock is 
another thing that will pay. —H. S. 

Chrysanthemum Source d’Or.—I do not 
know how many years this variety has 
been grown hut certainly thirty, vet fen- 
sorts appeal to one as this does. It is so 
distinct that it always retains its fresh¬ 
ness. The inodium-sized flowers, too, 
lend themselves to room and other de¬ 
corations, as does its bright shade of 
orange-bronze colour. As a [Kit plant tne 
sort is most useful, being branching ami 
free; and one ran get miniature sj>ecimeiis 
in small pots as well ns big Pushes by root¬ 
ing the cuttings at different periods.—S. 

Chrysanthemum Nina Blick.—Apart 
from its value in the borders, this variety 
is well adapted for early work in [X>ts 
under glass. Naturally of n good habit, 
if grown without pinching it branches 
freely and makes a neat, bushy plant. If 
intended for indoors, the best results ran 
lie obtained by striking in May the tips 
of other plants, planting these otit when 
rooted, and lifting round about the end 
of September. The blooms are not, from 
such plants, too early, and form a succes¬ 
sion to those in the open.—K iuk. 

Single Chrysanthemum Miss Rose.—Tt 
is not surprising that this old single 
variety is still widely grown where large 
plants with plenty of bloom are required. 
In tlie winter gardens attached to public 
parks this variety is a special favourite, 
and it is noticeable this year-—as it was in 
former ones—in tlie winter garden at Toll- 
cross Park, Glasgow. Its clear rose 
flowers are highly attractive.— Glasgow 
Visitor. 

Chrysanthemum Uxbridge Pink.—Tin's 
variety is capita! as a late October flower¬ 
ing one, and it lias recently given a dis¬ 
tinct bronze sport, fixed, and named Ux¬ 
bridge Bronze. Growers for market 
should Bear these two in mind.—H. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

GOURD AS A VEGETABLE DISH. 
Cut into slices, take o(T the rind, and re¬ 
move the seeds and the fibrous part. Cut 
the slices in pieces and boil iu salted 
water till tender; drain and put them into 
butter in which a chopped Onion has been 
fried. Season with salt, pepper, and a 
very little nutmeg;. The same preparation 
serves as a (hick soup, the whole being 
strained through a tine sieve, hot milk or 
cream being added when it is off the boil. 
For a sweet dish prepare in the same way, 
omitting the salt in the water, and, in¬ 
stead of the Onion, using sugar. It is 
then flavoured with Peach kernels or bitter 
Almonds chopped small. G. J. 


OVERVALUING CANNED FOODS. 
There are certain known drawbacks found 
in the can and from the doubtful stuff 
canned. Decomposition of the contents 


can? For an expedition to the Antarctic 
desert of ice one can see the need, but it is 
a small.affair and of very little human 
interest, but in our green isles it is usually 
a wasted effort, as food preserved in cans 
has proved to be poisonous. Drying fruit 
may, on the other hand, be a true gain, as 
we have proof of in the Dates of North 
Africa and the Fig and Prune of California 
—excellent foods of which the stress of 
this war will deprive us for a time. From 
many lands where the sun allows of the 
thorough drying of the fruits we may look 
for great supplies of good foods. If we 
add to these the nuts of various regions, 
north and south, there are true and de¬ 
licious foods that do not even require dry¬ 
ing, and often in peaceful times the sup¬ 
plies from overseas should be great and 
continuous through the year. W, 


ITALIAN RECIPES FOR FOOD 
REFORMERS.* 

Those of our readers who have travelled 


outer shell, put into an ordinary C'hestnut- 
pan (or into the oven), turning them 
about until sufficiently cooked to removo 
the gecond shell; stew them gently for 
half an hour in half of the prepared liquor. 
Put apart the whole Nuts to garnish the 
soup, chop the remainder; strain through 
a sieve with the liquor they have been 
boiled in. Add the remainder of the 
liquor; stew for seven or eight minutes. 
Place the whole Chestnuts in the soup- 
tureen ; pour soup over. 

Savoury Parsnips.— Four Parsnips, 
1 pint milk, -2 oz. butter, one lemon, 
cheese. Cook four medium-sized Par¬ 
snips in salted water. When cold, peel, 
and cut into rather thirk slices, then into 
halves and quarters; replace in the pan. 
Add 1 pint of milk, 2 oz. of butter, 2 oz. 
of grated cheese, the grated rind of one 
Lemon, half a tea.spoonful of grated Nut¬ 
meg, white pepper and salt to taste. Stir 
for eight or nine minutes; arrange on 
dish, and pour sauce over. Serve witJi 
grated cheese. 

Eor.s and Rice.— 3 oz. butter, six eggs, 



The Great Gourd (Poliron rouge) (Cucurbita maxima). Sussex. 


may have bt>gun before canning, and cer¬ 
tainly does often afterwards, owing either 
to the faulty sealing of the can or the 
chemical materials used in the work. Fish. 


which so quickly decomposes, is about the 
most dangerous canned food. It may often 
be tainted before reaching the can; besides, 
there is always a peculiar fusty odour in 
ttnned fish. Over-ripe and under-ripe 
fruits are dangerous, too; indeed, there is 
little reason for tinned fruit or vegetables. 
I have an American friend who lives in a 
State where canning is a great industry. 
1 told him of my doubts of this ns a source 
of food, and added that I never ate canned 
food. He said it was also his own rule of 
life. Where is the sense of this canning 
In our country, where there Is usually 
much fresh garden food, needing no risky 
process to preserve, which we may, with a 
little trouble, always get In Its natural, 
wholesome state? Where fs the reason In 


our land of canning Leeks, Beans, 
various things 
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in Italy will have pleasant memories of 
the good natural food one can get there 
from cereals. Macaroni, Rice, and similar 
preparations. The Italian cook prcjiarcs 
excellent and tasteful dishes from the food 
most natural to man. This little book will 
hell) renders who desire to know more 
about Italian ways. It would have been 
bettor to have given the original Italian 
version as well as English, as we are a 
little uncertain whether the translation Is 
always correct. We add some Italian 
reel IK'S:— 

Chestnut soup.— Two Onions, one 
Carrot, two Leeks, quarter head Celery, 
2 pints milk or water, thirty-six Chestnuts. 
Chop finely the Onions, Carrot, Leeks, 
ami Celery, fry with butter until browned, 
add one quart of milk or water, three or 
four Cloves, and salt to taste; stew for 
one hour. Take three or four dozen 
Chestnuts, according to size, peel off the 


• IJjr Maria fllronH. Published l»y Messrs. (Joo. llell anti 
Sous. Third Edition. Price Is. net. 


4 oz. Rice, I oz. cheese. Frv 2 oz. of 
butter a golden colour, then break care¬ 
fully in the pan separately six eggs; 
sprinkle with white pepper and salt. 
When the white begins to set, turn over 
each egg with a fiat spoon, so that the 
eggs are cooked on both sides; have ready 
4 oz. of boiled Rice, with 1 oz. of butter 
and 1 oz. of grated cheese well stirred into 
it. Place tile eggs in centre of dish and 
the Rice round. 

French Beans a la Veronese.—1 lb. 
French Beans, Onion, Parsley, her I is, 4 oz. 
butter, one Lemon. Prepare and wash, 
but not quite drain the French Beans; put 
into a pan with a dessertspoonful each of 
finely-chopped Qnion, Parsley, Basil, and 
Marjoram, pepper and salt to taste, and 
4 oz. of butter. Cook for ten or twelve 
minutes, stirring frequently. Add the 
juice of one Lemon and one tumbler of 
water. Cook for about twenty minutes. 

Stewed Chestnuts. — Four dozen 
Chestnuts, 1 pint milk, 4 oz. sugar, two 
Lemons. Prepare three or four dozen 
Chestnuts ,;s lor soup; put into a pan 
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with a pint of milk, or more, according to 
the number of Chestnuts, 3 oz. or 4 oz. of 
sugar, and tlje juice of one or two Lemons. 
Cook over a slow fire for about half an 
hour; sprinkle with castor-sugar. Serve 
hot or cold. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Girasole.— Is there any real improve¬ 
ment in the white or other new form of the 
above? It is a good root well cooked; and 
a better shaped root would be a gam to 
tile COOk.—ENQUIRER. 

[Yes; the improvement lies in that the 
white variety, not being so rugged, is far 
more easily prepared for table, thus sav¬ 
ing a great deal of waste which follows 
when the old purple variety is used If 
a careful selection of the tubers is made 
and good cultivation given, the roots of 
t lie white form are much improved in 
shape, while the quality is better.] 

Maize and Wheatmeal buns _.] lb. of 

flour, i lb. of Maize flour, one teaspoonful 
of salt, two tcaspooufuls of sugar, 2 oz. of 
Currants or Sultanas, 1 oz. of candied 
peel. £ oz. of yeast, half'a pint of milk or 
milk and water, 2 oz. of margarine or lard. 
Mix the flour, Maize flour, and salt to¬ 
gether, rub in the margarine, clean the 
Currants, shred the peel, crumble the yeast 
in a warm basin, make the milk and water 
tepid, and add to the yeast, mix well and 
pour into the -flour, make into a dough, 
and set to rise in a warm place, with a 
cloth over, one and a half to two hours, 
knead well, add the Currants, peel, and 
sugar, sha]ie into buns, put on a greased 
baking sheet, and set to “ prove ” or 
“rise” twenty minutes. Bake in a hot 
oven ten to fifteen minutes. They can be 
brushed over with one teaepoonful of milk 
just before they are finished cooking with 
the beaten yolk of an egg. These can he 
made in the same manner with Barley flour 
in place of Maize flour, and a teaspoonful 
of spice can be added if liked; it should bo 
mixed with the flour when dry.— Queen. 

"Norfolk Biffins.” —A Norfolk Biffin is an 
Apple, and the term means nothing more 
than an Apple of a certain kind. But n 
dried Norfolk Biffin is another matter. It 
is tlie Apple soaked in treacle or some 
solution of brown sugar, pressed witli a 
fiat metal weight, laid in layers on straw, 
baked in a slow oven and eaten cold. ! 
have eaten them every Miehaelmaetide all 
my life, hut I know of only one shop where 
they could, or can, be obtained—Ladcll's, 
on the Gentlemen's Walk, Norwich. I had 
some sent up by a friend from Lndell’s last 
year, and hope to receive some this year if 
there has been a good crop of Biffins. If 
one is a true poniologist, once he has tasted 
a fresh dried Norfolk Biffin lie will say lie 
has never found a more delightful form of 
baked Apple. It should be eaten within 
three days of baking.— Country Life. 

The Artichoke. I see a writer in the 
“ Week’s Work ” uses the needless word 
Globe Artichoke. There is hut one true 
Artichoke, though there arc varieties of it. 
I am still (in mid-October) enjoying this 
line vegetable, too often neglected both in 
the garden and the kitchen. The word 
Jerusalem given to the root of a Sunflower 
is a stupid corruption.—W. 

Pumpkin pie. — Pare the Pumpkin 
rather thinly and clear out the inside. 
Cut in small pieces, stew with minimum of 
water till tender, masli up, and keep 
stirred, getting it as dry as possible with¬ 
out burning. Mix with eggs, milk and 
cream, sugar and spice (for preference. 
Nutmeg and Ginn-er) and a little grated 
Lemon peel. Put in a thin crust as an 
open tart, and bake.—G. J. 

Apple Alfriston —This I find a good 
general-purpose Apple and worth a place 

in all gardens and orchards._W J 

Farmer, 
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VEGETABLES. 

TOTATO NOTES. 

Kixc Edward VII.—I have always been an 
admirer of King Edward VII., and agree 
with all that Mr. Thomas says in its 
favour. Always a good and reliable doer, 
and free from disease, the variety has 
been specially good during the present 
season. As “ P. T.” says, It would be in¬ 
teresting to learn the nature of the soil 
at Barton Seagrave Hall, and I shall not 
ho surprised if Mr. Thomas, like myself, 
has grown this rotato in a rich open soil, 
with a good exjiosure to the sun. Here 
the variety was given a border in which 
for many years choice flowers were 
grown, and whic-li had been well 
manured. The crop was good and even, 
qnite free from disease, and, If not so 
heavy as that recorded by Mr. Thomas, 
was yet over the average. 

Flavour. —The note by “ P. T.,” 
already referred to, was socially interest¬ 
ing to me. A few days before the issue 
of October 13th—in which the note ap¬ 
peared—readied my hands I was asked 
the name of the Potato which was then 
being used in the dining-room. On reply¬ 
ing that it was U[Hto-Date, I was told 
that it was, by far, the best Potato that 
had 'been sent in during the. present 
season. The tubers were grown on a 
neighbouring farm. The grower, who is 
not remarkably successful with Potatoes, 
says his soil is too shallow to permit of 
proper moulding up. In order partly to 
test this, some lines were planted with 
the variety, and it appears that there may 
be .something in his contention, for the 
produce was large in bulk, and individu¬ 
ally, and, ns lias been said, is preferred 
in the dining-room to others, including 
King Edward VII. I fancy, however, if 
“ P. T.” will try the latter after the New 
Year he may reconsider his decision, ns 
I think that King Edward is never at its 
best until about that time. I agree with 
him that Great Scot is better as regards 
flavour than Arran Chief. 

The waste oe Potatoes. —It is, I fear, 
inseparable from Potato growing to see, 
as “ W.” says in the same issue, a huge 
mound of diseased or partly diseased 
Potatoes in some (indeed, in most) dis¬ 
tricts. Tlie other day I noticed it authori¬ 
tatively stated that before tlie war tlie 
loss of Potatoes in Germany by disease 
was thirty million tons. It was also 
stated that in Great Britain tlie loss was 
estimated to be one-third of the crop. 
This is serious, and as it is now certain 
that some Potatoes are better disease re- 
sisters than others, these, ought to he more 
widely known and grown. Tlie Potato is 
an exotic plant, and tubers are often hur¬ 
ried out into cold and wet soil early in 
tlie year. Arc we not, most of us, in too 
great a hurry? Too early planting may 
mean weak growth, or it may equally mean 
that the first growth is frosted over. In 
either case the constitution of the plant 
must be weakened and more liable to fall 
a victim to disease. A stout, robust 
haulm is, I have noticed, far less likely 
to he attacked than a variety of more 
delicate, or, rather, loss robust growth. 
Another jioiut:—Is there not too much 
chemical manure used? Many crops are 
grown witli nothing else. Rough, strawy, 
half-rotted stable manure heats anything 
I know for Potatoes, although half-rotted 
leaves are also very useful, too. “ W.” 
speaks of sending ills diseased Potatoes 
to (lie farm for tlie pigs. I recommend 
him to see that they are boiled before 
they reach the trough. Otherwise, I fear, 
the spores of the disease will not be de¬ 
stroyed. A game-keeper in this neigh¬ 


bourhood fed his pigs with diseased Pota- 
ties in a raw state, and used the manure 
in his garden in the following spring. 
Although in the locality there was at lift¬ 
ing-time almost no disease, this man’s 
crop was almost ruined. 

W. McGuffoo. 

Balmae, Kirkcudbright. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Cabbage and butterflies.— The damage 
done by the Cabbage butterfly has been on 
such an extensive scale this year that 
growers who did not make provision for a 
continuous supply of heads will find them¬ 
selves rather badly off. Tlie practice in 
many places of allowing the plantation of 
Spring Cabbage to stand after the lirst 
cutting Is a mistake. These sprouts are 
a long time turning in, and all the time 
they remain in a fairly open state they are 
exposed to the attack of the butterfly, with 
this season’s disastrous results. Besides 
tlie sprouting Cabbage, all greens in the 
way of Cauliflower, Broccoli, and Kales 
were more or less damaged. In the case 
of the last-named the smooth-leaved kinds 
were tlie worst affected. I had some plants 
given me that were said to represent a 
wonderful now sort, but it has turned out 
something like the old thousand-headed 
Kale, and the leaves are fairly skeleton¬ 
ised. With this experience of damage 
done it may be worth noting for another 
season, so far as Cabbage is concerned, the 
importance of the occasional sowing and 
planting of some quick turning in sorts 
that will furnish a regular supply of small, 
fresh heads. Best of All Cabbage, Dwarf 
Ulm Savoy, and small Christmas Drum¬ 
head are represents trees of the different 
classes, and two sowings may he made of 
the first-named respectively in early .March 
and inid-April. Only sufficient should he 
planted at each time as may be likely to 
be required until tlie next supply is ready, 
and stems can lie promptly removed as 
soon as the heftds are cut. The damage 
done to the foliage of other green crops by 
tlie butterflies, especially in the case of 
autumn Cauliflower and Broccoli, has in 
some eases been so great as to seriously 
prejudice the crop.—E? B. S., Hurdu-ick. 

Seakaie _The crowns recently lifted 

and exposed to the weather may now be 
put into warmth to force. The crowns 
may either be put dose together in large 
flower-pots or boxes or planted in part of 
a bin set apart for the purpose in the 
Mushroom-house, where the temperature 
is most usually suitable for the purpose. 
In the first-named instance cover with in¬ 
verted flower-pots, and in other cases witli 
clean, dry, freshly-fallen tree leaves. This 
causes the Kale to grow close and com¬ 
pact. A good soaking of water should 
precede the covering down with leaves. If 
a continuous supply is needed a relay of 
fresh crowns should 1* potted up or 
planted every week or ten days. The re¬ 
mainder of the crowns should now he 
lifted, and when doing so take oil' and take 
care of all the thong-like roots for making 
into cuttings. Until tills can lie done, the 
roots can be laid in soil or ashes. The 
making of the .cuttings usually affords 
work for some of the less experienced 
hands during inclement weather. The 
crowns should lie stored away outside 
where thev can be easily got at when re¬ 
quired. Tlie latest lot of Seakaie, which 
is not forced, but merely covered with 
jots, etc., or mounds of ashes, should now 
le cleaned, taking away dead leaves and 
weeds, and tidied up generally. Leave the 
crowns exposed to the weather until the 
time arrives to cover them down. 

Scarlet Runners and late Peas.— Ten 
degrees of frost on October 28th having 
put an end to these, both will now be 
cleared away and the best, of the sticks 
reserved for future Use. 
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wliich look very pretty jU9t as the leaves 
are falling. 

V. CoiqnetIjE, a remarkable Vine, Is one 
of the very best, and in the forests of Yezo 
is said to climb to the tops of the largest 
trees. This is the noblest hardy Vine yet 
known. 

V. Thunbergi is similar to the above, 
and for which It is often mistaken. It is 
distinct in its rather smaller leaves, which 
are deeply lobed. 

V. vinifera var. punruREA (Teinturier 
Grape) is too rarely seen. The leaves, 
which with age develop a deep claret 
colour, remain on the Vine a long time 
and are about the last of the genus to 
fall. 

V. Tiiomsoni is a charming species, the 
leaves bright purple in a young stage, 
afterwards becoming a deep reddish- 
purple. It is of slender growth and could 
be used where the stronger-growing kinds 
are unsuitable. 

V. flexuosa.— This, a native of Japan, 
Corea, and China, has been for long 
grown in gardens, but has been brought 
into greater prominence by the new forms 
introduced from China. The variety V. 
flexuosa Wilson! is one of the daintiest of 
all our hardy Vines. According to Bean, 
in “ Trees and Shrubs,” a Vine is culti¬ 
vated as V. flexuosa major, but is wrongly 
assigned to this species. It has leaves 
twice or thrice the size of those of V. 
flexuosa, these before they fall changing 
to purple and crimson. It has now been 
separated from V. flexuosa, and named 
V. pulchra, and is shown in the illustra¬ 
tion on page (545. 


PLANTS AND SHRUBS FOR THE 
HEATH GARDEN. 

The Heath garden can be made one of the 
attractive features of a country place. 
It requires, however, the distinctive char¬ 
acter of natural planting—all the more 
fascinating if made on a slope with irre¬ 
gular Grass paths meandering through the 
various Ilenth groups. Such paths, 
though not necessarily of equal breadth, 
require to be made sufficiently wide, more 
so than would appear necessary when the 
Heaths are first planted—as the plants 
grow rapidly when happy and tend to en¬ 
croach upon narrow paths so ns to leave 
but scant room for passers-by. The hardy 
Heaths carry on in colour throughout, 
the greater part of the year, and they may 
be generally associated with Pines and 
Birches, and greens, browns, purples, 
reds, and whites. 

Let us, therefore, for (i moment con¬ 
sider the different forms and colours 
which may be appropriately applied to 
heighten the effect. In the spring, amidst 
the lower-growing Heaths, Daffodils and 
Scillas, Anemones and Croc! can be used 
with success to brighten up the Heaths 
which have either ceased to bloom or have 
not yet flowered. Even along the Grass 
paths, groups of Daffodils and the Pan 
Anemone (Anemone fulgens) (yellow and 
scarlet) are a striking combination, which 
I first noticed in a field at Gravetye 
Manor. One Crocus, Bleu Celeste, an 
attractive light iavendcr-blue form, 
specially noticeable in the evening light, 
deserves notice and treatment by 
itself. The Colchicums appear in the 
autumn—Colchieum speciosum, C. siiecio- 
sum album, C. Bornmuelleri, so-called, 
together with the double white and mauve 
forms. Plant the various Scillas, with 
their clouds of blue, and introduce small 
groups of the sweet-scented Daphnes, D. 
Cneonim, 1). Neapolitana, and D. Biagy- 
ana. The various Kalmias, sun lovers 
and wind haters, such as K. angustifolia, 
K. rosea, K. rubra, and K. liana, can be 


Henry's Vine. Sheffield Park. 


enough to clothe a high wall, as in the 
picture. 

As to the use of this tine creeper, it is a 
plant full of promise for the clothing of 
bald rocks on which I hope to plant it, 
and also against the stems of Oaks and 
other matured trees, on which it, will train 
itself and so bo no trouble to the gardener 
in the strenuous days that are coming. 

- Vitis Henrynna was first discovered 

by me, and I sent home dried siiecimens 
from Central China to Kew, where it wns 
named after me by Hemsley. I found it 
growing in Central China in the province 
of Hupeh on cliffs bordering the Croat 
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this climber as very plentiful in the San 
Yu Tung Glen, near Ichnng, and says that 
in the adult stage the beautiful variega¬ 
tion of the white veins on the young leaves 
is lost. In cultivation this is not the ease 
with any of the plants that I have seen, as 
the beautiful veinlng of the leaves is re¬ 
tained all summer. Augustine Henky. 

In addition to V. Henry-ana, a selection 
for autumn colour should include the 
following 

Vitis Armata Yeitchi is a vigorous 
grower having large leaves of a brilliant 
colour in autumn. The long growths are 
thickly studded with short, thick spines, 


TREES AND SHRUBS. 

HENRY'S VINE. 

We have ail had a surfeit of the climbing 
Vine, so much over-planted, which came 
into our gardens under various names aud 
is noiv classed as V. ineonstans. I thought 
I never should plant another of the group 
when last October I saw one (V. Henry- 
ana) on tbe house at Sheffield Park, 
which charmed me by its grace, vigour, 
and pure colour. Not forming quite so 
dense a coating on the Avail, it is more 
elegant in form, and a grower vigorous 


gorges through which the Yangtze flows 
1,000 miles inland, near Ichang. I saw it 
In great masses covering the faces of rocks 
at about 500 feet to 2000 feet ele\ r ation in 
this region, at a considerably km-er alti¬ 
tude than most of the hardy shrubs intro¬ 
duced by Wilson from that neighbourhood. 
It was found further west in Szechuan 
province by Wilson and Von llostboen. It 
grows remarkably well in Dublin and at 
Cork, and appears to be hardier than might 
have been expected from its being a native 
of Central China at a comparatively low 
altitude. E. H. Wilson, who calls Ihe 
plant Parthenocissus Henrynna, describes 
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used. Rhododendrons of the smaller 
species, such as the early-flowering It. 
dahnrieum, followed by R. prsecox, (rosy- 
purple), R. chrysanthum (pale rose), and 
the beautiful Himalayan species, R- eili.a- 
tum (white, with rosy tinge) may be also 
suitably grouped. Unless the Heath garden 
is extensive, it will be found advisable to 
omit the larger-flowered hybrids. Then 
the various forms of the Azaleas are at 
our disposal, such as Azalea ninaum with 
its beautiful hybrids, A. Ttaimio, A. 
Mikado, and A. Illuminator, a wealth of 
colour find shapeliness of form ; while, 
beneath their shade, and planted in sandy 
I>eat, Shortla galacifolia grnndifiora will 
send up its delicate rosy frilled flowers 
in the early spring; while the leaves 
change to bronzy-red Later on in the 
season. Scotch Pines form the best back¬ 
ground to the Heath garden, with their 
dark green foliage and red stems, especi- 
ally noticeable when lit. up by the evening 
sun as it casts its lingering light upon the 
ruddy and rough bark, whose colour gra¬ 
dually fades to brown and black as the 
darkness creeps on. Let these Pines he 
groujietl rather than planted in a straight 
line or formal row. There must be irre¬ 
gular breaks or the general effect be¬ 
comes monotonous. 

Autumn colour. —It has been considered 
Inadvisable by many to aim at the 
autumn effects of changing leafage colour 
in England. The more one studies the 
manner in which to produce a rich 
autumn colouring, even under the com¬ 
paratively cold and sunless conditions of 
our isles, the more is one encouraged to 
persevere, as the results are well worthy 
of any efforts made, even if a year or 
more may occasionally result in failure. 
For autumn colours we i>o.sse.ss Oxyden- 
dron ntboreum (brilliant red), Vaccinium 
corymhosum amcemun (blood-red), An¬ 
dromeda nrborea. Rhus cotinokles (crim¬ 
son and gold), Rhus Cotinus purpurea 
(deep purple bunches of flowers, followed 
in the autumn by brown-red leaves). At¬ 
tention must, be drawn to the effect caused 
by the dew when formed upon these 
flowers and lit up by the sun—diamonds 
sparkling in the air and quivering with 
light. Euonymus alsitus (the winged 
Spindle-wood-tree) (of rosy pink), the 
Purple Nut, Corylus purpurea, Corylus 
Avellana aurea (with pink bark anil 
golden foliage), Rhodora canadensis 
(lilac flowers, followed by brown - red 
foliage), and Cotoneaster horizontalis 
(claret-coloured leaves and scarlet berries) 
are all worthy of consideration. The 
Barberriep are a family of interest : 
llerberis Thunbergi (yellow and scarlet), 
Berberis Wllsonsd (masses of delicate rose- 
pink berries and red foliage). Berberis 
Pratti (with its coral clusters of fruit), 
Berberis cerasina (reel and blood-red 
leaves). Berberis Gagnepaini (red leaves), 
and the delicate Berberis dictvo- 
phylla (blue-grey in foliage and white in 
stems). The list is not nearly complete ; 
but may suffice to afford tlie reader a 
great- variety of choice. In this garden 
may be found the wild Rosa Hugonis, 
which develops Into a large bush covered 
with yellow flowers, and Rosa Moyesi, 
with its dark-red flowers. Viburnum dila¬ 
tation and Skimmia japonica are both re¬ 
markable in the autumn for their bright 
red berries ; while dark green foliage may 
be found in Osmanthus nrmatus and O. 
ilioifolius purpureas. Among the smaller 
Pines may tie mentioned I’ieea rarryana 
pendula. Abies orientalis pendula. Thuja 
occidentalis cohminnris, and Picea rubra 
var. aurea, which can be introduced into 
the genera] scheme with good effect. 

In this short article many forms of trees 
and shrubs equally valuable in a Heath 
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garden have been of necessity omitted ; 
but perhaps these few remarks may prove 
of service to those who are anxious to 
vary Iheir Heath garden with appropriate 
subjects which may conduce to intensify 
tho beauties of the various hardy Heaths. 

R. II. Beamish. 

Ashbourne, Qlounthaune, Co. Cork. 


TWO GOOD SHRUBBY VERONICAS. 
So many shrubby Veronicas were killed by 
the terrible winter of 191 (>-17, or were so 
badly crippled, that it is good to know of 
any which, while attractive in themselves, 
are yet sturdy enough to have withstood 
as bad a winter ordeal as they are ever 
likely to have. I think one may safely say 
that the true Veronica eupressoides is 
hardy in England. A shapely, rounded, 
i! feet bush of this species came out of last 
winter as fresh as could possibly be, when 
Privets and Laurels were so nearly killed 
that one wished that they had been quite. 

The I rue Veronica eupressoides is ap¬ 
parently rather a rare plant, and the false 
one, which is so largely grown, Is, what¬ 
ever its proper name may be, not only less 
hardy, but much less attractive. The true 
V. eupressoides may be distinguished at 
once by the delicious fragrance which it 
exhales. It is not unlike the smell of 
Cedar wood. On a hot, still, summer day 
the air is tilled with this scent for several 
yards around, and for this reason it is best 
grown in a sunny spot and close to a fre¬ 
quented path. My bush, which I have now 
had for several years, Is .I feet high, round 
and shapely like a little Cupressus. In 
July, 1910, it was covered from top to 
bottom with tiny bluish-white blossoms, 
and was then uncommonly pretty. I was 
away from home this summer at what 
should have been its flowering time, but, 
apart altogether from flowering, It is well 
worth growing as an evergreen dwarf bush. 
Tlie other good shrubby Veronica to which 
I refer in the heading of this note is 

Veronica sai.icornioides cupressoides 
auhea. At least, that is the dreadful 
name under which it came to me. Nichol¬ 
son, in his “ Dictionary of Gardening,” 
says that V. salieornioides of gardens is 
really V. eupressoides, and that the true 
V. salieornioides Is not yet In cultivation. 
I took tlie trouble to have my true V. 
eupressoides verified by tlie highest 
authority in tlie land. The Veronica at 
tlie head of tills note is one of .the 
best dwarf evergreens I liave ever seen, 
either for the rock garden or the choice 
shrub or flower border. It is Cupressus- 
1 ike in growth, grows only 9 inches to 12 
inches high, and forms neat, round, close 
cushions of golden-green. It is not varie¬ 
gated or slotted in the manner of most 
“aurea” varieties, but Is rich green with 
a healthy flush ns of reflected golden sun¬ 
light. I have been enjoying some tine 
spreading cushions of it in a Yorkshire 
garden, where in a high and exposed posi¬ 
tion on tlie edge of tlie moors it has 
flourished for years, and it took not the 
slightest harm during last winter and early 
spring. It was thriving in a cool garden 
loam, and resents, I was told, drought. It 
does not. appear to flower in Yorkshire, but 
one can forgive it this omission when it is 
so thrifty and cheerful-looking. 

Stevenage . CLARENCE Er.I.IOTT. 


Desfontainea spinosa.—This is not so 
widely known as it deserves, but its har¬ 
diness is not lieyond suspicion. It should 
be planted where the morning sun will not 
shine on it, this saving it in many places 
where it is liable to injury. Can anyone 
inform me if D. Hookeri is hardier than 
D. spinosa? Its flowers are larger and 
brighter. —Dumfries. 


OUTDOOR PLANT* 

NOTES ON HARDY FLOWERS. 
Miniature Daffodils. — Among early 
spring flowers Narcissus minimus holds, or 
should hold, a foremost iwsition, and it 
would probably be found more frequently 
in the amateur’s garden were its require¬ 
ments better understood. The hardy flower 
lover with a limited experience of Daffodils 
is apt to conclude that lie can grow it 
under the ordinary conditions which please 
the greater portion of this popular family. 
In nine cases out of ten this means a short 
life, for, by reason of its delicate constitu¬ 
tion, this species cannot in an ordinary- 
way maintain its natural vigour when 
grown in the border. This is especially 
the ease in low-lying situations. With this 
diminutive species may be classed the 
pretty little Hoop Petticoat Daffodil (N. 
Bulbocodlum), N. triandrus tenuior, and 
N. Jolinstonl Queen of Spain, all of which 
resent excessive moisture in the resting 
period, and are much safer when planted 
somewhat above the level where their deli¬ 
cate beauty can be better enjoyed. I have 
certainly seen the Hoop Petticoat Daffodils 
doing well on the level, but the soil was of 
that character which rarely becomes sur¬ 
charged with water in winter. The needs 
of these charming little Daffodils can, how¬ 
ever, be easily supplied. A few broken 
bricks or stones or clinkers placed on the 
surface with (i inches of nice free soil will 
be quite enough to keep the bulbs and roots 
sound in a wet winter. We have to i-bmem- 
ber that root activity witli this class of 
hardy flower goes on from autumn onwards 
through tlie resting period, which, in their 
ease, is not really so, the roots when In 
congenial conditions extending very slowly 
but surely and getting a good grip of the 
soil before the flowers appear. 

Anemone apknnina pallida. — I have 
never purchased a root of this, nor had one 
given me, nevertheless, I have it. It first 
appeared with me in a bed of Cyclamens 
which had not been disturbed for twenty 
years, and now I have it in several other 
places. It appeared in a tolerably large 
bed of the typical form; also at the foot of 
a Fir-tree among Grass, and among rock 
plants. At one time I thought that this 
variety was a root sport, but must now 
conclude that it is either a seminal varia¬ 
tion or the result of a cross between tlie 
blue and white forms. If the latter is the 
case it is curious that there is no variety 
of tint; in my case the flowers are abso¬ 
lutely Identical, and, so far as I am aware, 
no other varieties have ever been offered in 
hardy flower trade lists. It is also note¬ 
worthy that pallida rarely appears in 
traders’ catalogues, and although it has 
been in existence long enough, one would 
think, to enable specialists to work up a 
good stock, it is still comparatively dear. 
I have never been able to decide whether 
A. aponnina yielded good seed with me. I 
have thought that it did not, for I noticed 
that, although seeds formed abundantly In 
some years, the advent of hot weather 
caused the whole plant to wither before 
the seeds could ripen. A very small pro¬ 
portion of them, however, evidently- ripens, 
thus accounting for the appearance of 
pallida in a place where it has never been 
planted. I should like to know if this kind 
of thing has occurred in other places. I 
see that “ W.” (p. GOG) has grown the blue 
and white kinds many years in the Grass. 
Has lie, I wonder, during that time noted 
any variation in colour, and has pallida 
declared Itself? Growing under such 
natural conditions one might expect seed¬ 
lings to appear more frequently than when 
cultivated in the open border. 

Sempervtvlm Trust e. — In its winter 
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garb this is a cheerful-looking plant, and 
gives a bit of colour in the rock garden 
when most needed. It is one of those 
things that does not need the hand of the 
expert and does not care for good soil. 

Hemeroca.li.is disticha plena. —There 
is a massive beauty about this Day Lily 
which has always appealed to me, and the 
flowers certainly have a fine effect when 
cut. I grow' the Day Lilies principally for 
cut bloom. In the case of old-established 
clumps it is a case of cut and come again, 
and they are so effective. The frequent 
transplanting and division necessary to 
keep many hardy plants in normal strength 
and beauty can in their case be omitted. 


during the summer if dry, and they will 
repay such attention.—W est Surrey. 

May-flowering Tulips —Lovers of Tulips 
who have been accustomed to rely on 
Dutch bulbs should not forget at this 
season that the May-flowering varieties 
are grown <n English bulb farms and that 
there is really no need to get supplies 
abroad, oven if tney were readily obtain¬ 
able. They are-easy to grow, are not very 
expensive when one rememliors that they 
increase as years pass and that some of 
the older sorts within the purchase of 
most garden iiconic are very charming. 
Such sorts as Pride of Haarlem, Clara 
Butt, Baronne de la Tonnage, Mr. Farn- 
combe Sanders, Salmon King, Queen of 
the Koscs, Arizona, Sultan, Mr. T. D. 


of my borders, having a south aspect, the 
bulbs go through the winter unscathed 
with a covering of leaves; but in other 
parts of the garden it is a risky experi¬ 
ment to leave them in the ground all 
through the year.—T ownsman. 

Mimulus radicans _This, a native of 

New Zealand, appears to lie fairly hardy 
in most places, and, as it increases by 
self-sown seeds, it is a desirable earpeter. 
It creeps quite close to the ground, cover¬ 
ing the soil with small, brownish loaves. 
The flowers are white with a violet lip. I 
have seen this Mimulus doing very well 
this year in several gardens, and in one 
or two of these tho way in which it has 
spread is surprising. Some say that it 



Vitis pulchra on fence. Sussex. (See page 64-3.) 


They may remain for years undisturbed 
and yield a full measure of floral beauty. 

J. CORNHir.L. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Tufted Pansy Swan.— This, although an 
old kind, is hard to boat. It is a good 
grower, a most profuse bloomer, and of a 
good tufted habit. Any kind that thrives 
on our dry, light soil must have a good 
constitution. Where a light blue is 
wanted, I should say grow Maggie Mott. 
This and Moseley Gem as a yellow arc 
good companions to the above. Some are 
apt to think these cannot be grown satis¬ 
factorily on our light soil. Give them a 
well manured, deeply dug soil, rqplant 



Fish, Rev. H. Ewbank, and Mmo. Krelage 
aro some of the varieties I grow, and they 
never fail to give pleasure in May. They 
are delightful for cutting, their colouring 
being so very beautiful.— Leahurst. 

Galtonia (Hyacinthus) candicans. —The 
ivory-white bells of Galtonia, borne on tall, 
stout stems, show up well in the herba¬ 
ceous holders in July, hut it has to be 
said concerning tlic.se Cape bulbs that not 
many people grow them for long. I say 
for long advisedly. In some mild locali¬ 
ties, and where the soil is of a light sandy 
nature, the bulbs are frequently left for 
years, and increase. In cold, exposed 
quarters, it is almost useless to expect the 
Galtonia to winter safely out-of-doors, 
especially in heavy soils. The better plan 
in such ciroumstances is to lift the bulbs 
in aufumn and replant in March. On one 


likes a damp soil, hut I do not think that 
tliis is necessary.—Ess, Dumfries. 

Michaelmas Daisies.— When an hour or 
two can bo spared from other work, it will 
be well spent cutting off the flowers, now 
going to seed, of the various Asters. 
This will save much trouble during spring 
in eradicating seedlings; and of all 
squatters in hardy-plant borders, seedling 
Asters are the most numerous and per¬ 
sistent anil the least welcome.— Kirk. 


“The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds." —New Edition , 12th, revised, with description§ 
Sj all the best plants, tress, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium Svo, 15s.; 
post Ires, 15s. fid. 0/ all Booksellers or from ths optics 
%J Ga.m>knino Illustrated, W, Lincoln's Inn Field* 
London, B'.C. JL 
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MY WOOD FIRES AND THEIR 
STORY. 

Showing the beauts’and use of the Wood Fire: of 
t he way lo secure good draught and combustion : of 
the native woods best for fuel: of the abolition of 
the fender : and of the economy and value of wood as 
fuel. Uy W. Kobinson, author of " The English Flower 
Garden.'' 

Some years ago I came into possession of 
an old Manor House, built in 159(1, with 
much to be done to it. Worse than all 
were the fireplaces. They were in old days 
meant to burn wood, but had been diverted 
from their old uses to modern ones with 
little success. Old fire hearths had been 
closed up and ways tried to adapt the fire¬ 
places to the use of coal, attempts mostly 
futile. Notone of them could he well used 
owing to smoke, and various contrivance's 
to get rkl of that nuisance were ineffectual. 

With pleuty of wood in the place it was 
wrong that the best of all fuels could not 
he well used In the house, and this led me 
to consider the problem in all ways. I 
have had so much pleasure in the result 
that I would like to convey it to others who 
are fortunate in having supplies of wood. 
Many people must be in the same plight, 
Judging by the grates in country bouses 
one sees pictured in the illustrated papers. 
It is a .rarity to see the wood fire in its 
right place, and grates and various con¬ 
trivances for getting a draught are 
used. It is very little use talking to 
jieople in cities about wood fires, but in 
much of the wooded parts of the country 
there is an abundance of wood which in 
well-arranged fireplaces would give us the 
best and prettiest of fires. Such is the 
vogue of coal, however, that even on 
estates where wood is abundant, one may 
see people crowding round ugly iron grates 
trying to warm themselves; and there is an 
Idea that you cannot be warmed with wood 
fires—a stupid mistake arising out of the 
fact that the good old way of managing 
wood fires is, to a great extent, lost. The 
modern buildings are no help to its revival 
with their narrow chimneys built for burn¬ 
ing coal. Some of my chimneys were 
sidled by narrow pipes, which were sup¬ 
posed to assist the draught, and old hearth 
fireplaces were fitted with grates, and in 
one way or another the old hearth fires 
were given up. 

There is no fire so beautiful as a wood 
fire on the hearth. It is economical, too, 
if only in not having to remove a mass of 
coal-asli every morning. 

The first tiling I had to consider was to 
get effective files, and then the question of 
draught came in, the narrow chimneys be¬ 
ing useless for the burning of wood. Owing 
to closeness of construction the air in a 
room is not always sufficient to feed a 
wood fire,* and therefore it is essential to 
bring the air in from outside, under and 
round the grate, up the sides and into the 
chimney. The air is thus heated auto¬ 
matically and rises just in the right place. 
Tills I learned in France, where the wood 
fire has survived to a much greater extent 
than with us. 

The smaller the rooms the greater the 
difficulty about draught and the more the 
need for bringing tile air in from outside 
in the way described, i.e., a small tunnel 
leading in at tile back of the fireplace. I 
have tried the plan in various houses with 
success. It is much easier to carry out 
when building a house, but even in old 
cottages where it has been applied it is 
successful. 

A main question is that of the labour of 
cutting wood. In places where electric 
power and oil or other engines are used it 
iita simple matter, and if one pays three 
shillings a cord for cutting it up by hand 
it is well worth the cost. 

Another aim of mine in writing this book 
is to lead mcnAo>think morei about trees 
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for fuel in those parts of the country where 
woodland has been destroyed. There Is 
much land of no real value for arable that 
might grow wood very well. Even a rough 
farm in the most profitless spots may well 
be planted. The growth and preparation 
of wood for fuel would also give oppor¬ 
tunities for healthy open-air work, and the 
more of that we have for our workmen the 
better. 


FRUIT. 

FRUIT-GROWING : A FORWARD 
MOVEMENT. 

Fuom tile encouragement received in the 
growing of their own vegetables, not a few 
allotment holders have this autumn em¬ 
barked in the culture of small bush fruits. 
It is just as well, however, that some of 
these venturesome spirits should examine 
the conditions under which the land was 
let to them in the first instance. In most 
of file land taken up under the “ war-time 
allotment” scheme it is expressly laid 
down that fruit-trees are not permitted, 
tile object, of course, being to prevent com¬ 
pensation being paid at some future date 
when the land may be required for other 
purposes. Where, however, fixity of tenure 
is assured, then the planting of ground 
with small bush fruits, such as Currants, 
Gooseberries, and Raspberries, may well 
be undertaken. In regard to these, allot¬ 
ment holders cannot go very far wrong, 
as, given a fairly good, well-drained soil, 
the results, as a rule, are satisfactory. 
There is a fear, however, lest in planting 
fruit-trees in small gardens one should 
overdo it, and, in planting too close, mili¬ 
tate against future cropping. 

I have noticed in some quarters that 
Plums, Apples, and Pears are being planted 
pretty freely on allotments. I question the 
wisdom of this, inasmuch ns these trees 
cannot come to anything like early bear¬ 
ing, as iu the case of the small bush fruits 
already alluded to. I would much sooner, 
if T had room at disposal, grow the smaller 
and earlier profitable fruits than go to the 
extra exiiense of trees that may not come 
into full bearing for some years. The land 
question is fraught witli «o much risk at 
the present time that, unless one lias satis¬ 
factory guarantees that one will not be 
disturbed, it is unwise to be too venture¬ 
some. WOODBASTWICK. 


APPLE JAMES GRIEVE. 

Tins is tile first season that I have suc¬ 
ceeded in getting this Apple to ]ierfection 
on my own trees. Roth on the Paradise 
and tlie Crab from trees growing in Grass 
I have obtained the finest jwssible fruit. 
Hitherto my trees as cordons were alone 
available, but for some obscure reason tin- 
fruit from those in past years lias failed 
to ripen fully, even when kept until Christ¬ 
mas. Tills, in perfection, is a most de¬ 
lightful Apple, doing well in all forms; a 
strong grower, a heavy.bearer of fine fruit, 
and there is no thinning required, the tree 
doing its own thinning satisfactorily. The 
flesh is soft, juicy, finely flavoured, and 
sweet. It ripens about mid-October, com¬ 
ing in just as that much inferior Apple, 
Worcester I’enruiaiii, is over, and keeps 
very well if not bruised. Some like this 
Apple very much before it is ripe, bat in 
that stage I And it too brisk. Tills is a 
grand Apple fur the orchard in Grass. 
Some years ago we used to read warnings 
against raising new Apples from seed, 
which always seemed to me extremely 
foolish. We were told new Apples would 
not lie purchased by the public, but the 
example of James Grieve proves the un¬ 


wisdom of such talk, and most certainly 
the possibilities of improvement inherent 
in tlie Apple have not been more than 
scratched so far. It is -a long way from 
the Crab to James Grieve, which is the 
best Apple known to me in its season and 
the earliest that I am acquainted with that 
is really worth eating. Those who may 
fail at flrst to get perfect fruits will do 
well to persevere, as my experience shows. 

W. J. Fahmeb. 


LIME FOR PLUMS. 

Without this tlie Plums pine and fade, 
and those who fail with tills fruit, as well 
as those who are about to plant it, must 
flrst make sure that it is present. The 
Plum, secondly, dreads the “ knife ” not 
less than the working-man's wife. Were 
it articulate it would, I imagine, echo the 
Irishman In “ John Bull’s Other Island ” : 
“ All we want is to be left alone.” Let us 
preach, therefore, tlie gospel of freedom in 
this matter. Standards and free-growing 
bushes are undoubtedly the best way to 
grow Plums; the bushes not to be cut back 
as the much-enduring Pear and Apple, but. 
to be left to grow naturally as a standard 
on a low stem. Cordons will fruit if often 
lifted and root-pruned; in fact, this should 
in done every year until they are 
“learned” to restrain their vegetative 
exuberance. Horizontally;trained Plums 
are spoken well of liy some experts, but I 
must venture to demur to this. Fan- 
trained trees, being, as it were, a section 
of a standard, are a nearer approach to a 
natural form, and if the gardener will 
allow the tree to grow ad lib., this will, I 
think, give tlie best results on walls. The 
early-flowering habit of Plums is often 
their undoing, and in a season such as 
this, when all blossom was late, it would 
seem to show that protection during tlie 
flowering period would lie worth while. A 
light mat hung over the tree would keep off 
spring frosts of tlie less violent order, to 
be removed during sunny weather. The 
Plum has also been shown to be self-sterile 
in some places, ami lliereforc hand iKilli- 
nation—a matter of a few minutes jier day 
jaw tree—is well worth trying. This should 
not, however, exclude the possibility of a 
lack of phosphates as ail alternative, and 
very possible cause of infertility.— E. A. 
RuNvaiu) in Garden. 


NOTES AND REFLIES. 

Experts and poor fruit.— I read In an 
issue of the Royal Horticultural Society's 
Journal that extorts advise as to the 
fruits we should grow, and among tlie list 
I see some I certainly should not find room 
for—say, among Pears, Durondeau. It does 
no good to the pleasure of the garden or 
the trade of the nurseryman to advocate 
the culture of fruit worthless in our clime 
if good anywhere.—W., Sussex. 

The Loganberry. — In reply to Mr. 
Hiekie's note in the issue of November 
17th (p. (118) the conclusion at which I 
arrived in respect of the Loganberry was 
tlie outcome of long and painstaking ob¬ 
servation and experience, and I am still 
unreppiitnnt. Anyone who can grow good 
Raspberries in tlie garden and who can 
pick tiny quantity of first-class Brambles 
in the woods and hedgerows lias no need of 
tlie overpraised hybrid which, in every - 
thing-except size of fruit and grossness of 
habit, is far inferior to either. I may add, 
in conclusion, that I might have been more 
impressed by Mr. Hiekie’s claims for the 
Loganberry had he given the dimensions of 
his wall-grown canes and the total weight 
of fruit picked from tkeuii-jylV. McQ. 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

Ix bloom November 20th .—Clematis (in 
variety), Solatium jasminoides, Choisya 
tcrnata, Veronicas (in variety), Salvia 
Ureiyi, Genista hirsuta, Hoses (in variety), 
Eseallonia montevidensis, Laurustinus, 
Pampas Grasses, Jasminum nudiflorum, 
Periwinkles, Parochetus communis, Litlio- 
tpermum prostratum Heavenly Hlue, 
Sternbergia lutca, Erigeron mucronatus, 
Meconopsis eamhriea, Corydalis lutca, V. 
thalictrifolia, Violets, Tufted Pansies, 
Pentstemons, Ericas. 

The week’s work. — Climbers will 
again be looked over, and any .shoots that 
need it secured to their supports. Prun¬ 
ing for the most part is left until the 
spring, merely thinning out crowded 
growths for the present. Anything of 
doubtful hardiness may lie protected by 
working in Spruce branches thinly among 
the ishoot-s. These will admit a fair 
amount of light and ah', thus dispelling 
moisture, more quickly than when mats are 
employed. Excessive moisture during 
winter is disastrous to many plants. 

At the time of writing the weather is 
favourable for planting. There are 
numerous plants suitable for furnishing 
walls, trellises, and pergolas, and most 
specios can be obtained as established 
specimens in pots. The aspect and 
general situation should Ire considered be¬ 
fore the selection is made. For northern 
aspects only the hardiest should be 
selected, excluding Roses; but for south 
and south-west aspects .suitable sorts are 
numerous, including both evergreen and 
summer-leafing .species. Akehia quinafa 
and A. lobata are quite hardy here, having 
passed safely through last winter without 
any protection. Aotiuidia arguta, A. 
chinensis, and A. Kolomikta are handsome 
plants, and thrive here in a sheltered 
situation. Bridgesia spicata is an ever¬ 
green climber worthy of extended culti¬ 
vation. It as of neat habit, and quite 
hardy here on a south-east aspect. 
Solanum jasminoides is not quite hardy. 
It should be planted in a sheltered posi¬ 
tion on a. south wall. A large plant here 
was much injured last winter; but not 
killed, and during the past season it has 
again made good progress. Polygonum 
taldschuamicum and P. multiflorum are 
rapid growers and require plenty of room. 
Forsythia suspensa, Kseallonia, Crataegus, 
Cotonenster, and Cydonia will succeed in 
northern or eastern aspects. The fore¬ 
going are a few species one might plant 
in addition to the great variety of orna¬ 
mental Vines, Clematis, Wistaria, Roses, 
etc. 

Hardy Ferns may lie planted at any 
time between now ami the period of re- 
rewed activity in spring. When planting 
Ferns it should lie remembered that they 
require shade from bright sunshine, yet 
they must not be deprived of light. Let 
the warmest situations he chosen for the 
more tender varieties, provides:! they are 
not exposed in such positions to the sun 
either early in the morning or at mid¬ 
day. It is not wise to remove the withered 
fronds, as they form a natural protection. 
A few inches of leaf-mould or peat may lie 
placed over the crowns of the less hardy 
varieties. Kniphophias being somewhat 
tender, the tops of each plant have been 
gathered together, twisted -spirally, and 
tied in such a wav that the centres are 
protected by the leaves. As a further 
protection a mound of coal ashes will bo 
formed round each plant. 

F. W. Gat-Lor. 

Lilford Hall Gardens, Oundlc, Northants. 
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growers have to contend with, as both 
prevent ventilating the vinery, sometimes 
for several days together. Under such 
circumstances the only and best thing to 
do to combat the evil consequences aris¬ 
ing therefrom is to keep the hot-water 
pipes regularly warm, so that the internal 
atmosphere is kept dry and in constant 
circulation. Take any opportunity when 
the weather clears to ventilate as freely as 
may bo prudent during the forenoon, and 
reduce in the afternoon until hut a chink 
is left on at dusk, which, so long as the 
weather remains fine may lie left on all 
night. As soon as the leaves begin to fall 
gather them up, as these give off mois¬ 
ture if allowed to lie about. Pass a hand- 
brush frequently round all corners of the 
house where spiders are likely to congre¬ 
gate to prevent them breeding and dis¬ 
figuring the bundles with their webs. In 
old-fashioned vineries these insects, un¬ 
less well looked after, often prove a great 
nuisance. Keep a sharp look out for de¬ 
caying berries, as the overlooking of one 
will often in the course of a few days com- 
iletely spoil the appearance of a bunch 
iy causing decay to spread to other 
1 terries. 

Late Hamburghs_All hunches still hang¬ 

ing should be cut and bottled, as the fruit 
will keep much better ill the still, dry 
atmosphere of the Grape-room than in the 
vinery. A spare room, if perfectly dry, 
and from which frost can he kept out, can 
lie made to do duty in The case of such an 
emergency when there is no Grape-room 
in existence. After the Grapes have lieen 
cut and bottled, the Vines, if the foliage 
is quite mature, may then he pruned, 
cleaned, and put in order for another 
season. The structure shouktealso Ire sub¬ 
jected to its annual cleansing during in¬ 
clement weather, of which there is usu¬ 
ally too much at this time of year-. AY hen 
cleaning the Vines care should be taken to 
remove only the loose hark, and not scrape 
it off, as is sometimes done. After tins, 
all further cleaning i n ordinary circum¬ 
stances can be accomplished by well 
scrubbing the rods with soapy water, pay¬ 
ing particular attention when doing so to 
the spurs, avoiding at the same time 
bruising the buds with the brush. The 
final dressing may consist either of Gis- 
hurst compound or a home-made mixture 
of soft soap, sulphur, and clay, applied 
with an ordinary paint-brush. In the 
case of Vines infested with mealy bug the 
cleansing must lie of a very thorough 
nature, the filial dressing to consist of tar 
and (Jay mixture. Even then it is neces¬ 
sary that a sharp look out lie kept as soon 
as the Vines start growing again, and any 
insects which may appear should he 
promptly dealt with. Methylated spirit 
is the liest remedy to apply then, and a 
little of it and a brush should be kept in 
the vinery, so that directly any of the 
insects are observed they can lie destroyed. 
Just a mere touching of their bodies with 
the spirit is sufficient to accomplish this. 

Tomatoes.—These, during such change¬ 
able weather conditions as are now pre¬ 
vailing, require much tile same treatment 
as late Grapes in regard to the mainten¬ 
ance of a warm, dry atmosphere in the 
house and in dispensing with the use of 
the ventilators when it is foggy. When 
fine, admit air in sufficient volume to 
change the internal atmosphere and cause 
free circulation, hut avoid draughts and 
tlie lowering of the temperature beyond 
60 degs. to Co degs. Maintain a night 
warmth of 55 degs. to 57 (legs., accord¬ 
ing to outer - climatic conditions. Care¬ 
fully afford water, as a saturated state of 
the" soii must now be guarded against, 
otherwise the plants will soon collapse. 
Do not allow the fruits to remain on the 
plants after they have once become 
coloured, as they will finish if removed and 
placed on a shelf in the same or any other 
heated structure. 


Late Grapes. —We have now reached 
the worst time of the year for the keep¬ 
ing of Grapes, much rain and particu¬ 
larly fog being two of 


f/tR& worst enemies 

Go gie 


Fruit-room.—Apples and Pears must he 
frequently examined, removing all show¬ 
ing signs of decay. Both should lie dis¬ 
turbed as little as possible; but if the 


Apples were when first stored placed 
several layers thick on the shelves they 
may, as more space becomes available, bo 
rearranged and laid out more thinly. 
Pears, once they are stored, are best 
handled as little as possible. Of these, 
there is at the present /time an ample 
supply for the dessert, and there is no 
necessity to hasten their ripening, as is 
sometimes the case later in the season. 
In the absence of a Pear-room, this can 
tie done by placing as many as may be 
required on each occasion in a warm room 
or cupboard where the temperature ranges 
between 60 degs. and 65 degs. As it is 
incumbent on all having the fruit and 
proper places to store it in to keep the 
late varieties of Apples for use in their 
proper season, the ventilators should lie 
kept closed, the windows darkened or 
shuttered, and if means for heating is pro¬ 
vided, it should not lie resorted to unless 
it is absolutely necessary to do so. 

Digging and manuring_The time has 

now arrived when consideration lias to be, 
or should lie, given to the arrangement of 
the crops for another season, so that the 
soil may lie prepared accordingly. As far 
as possible, a change of ground should bo 
giveai the various crops, and in the case of 
gardens of considerable area a rough plan 
should be made, and the site for each crop 
marked thereon. If this is placed in 
charge of the person responsible for the 
kitchen garden lie will know exactly what 
to do. At the present moment, when 
labour is so scarce, it is useless to advise 
double digging, let alone trenching; hut, 
at the - same time, no opportunity of doing 
so should, where it is possible, be 
neglected. Where the lower stratum of 
soil is of inferior quality or not in such 
good working condition as that at the top, 
it should, after being manured and turned 
over, lie left there for the present. In 
the eoiu'se of a season or two, it may he 
brought to the surface. Whether 
manured or not, deep moving of the soil 
is necessary for most kinds of vegetables 
if success in their cultivation is wished for, 
while it often saves a great deal of time 
in the way of watering during the sum¬ 
mer. Some soils can be successfully dealt 
with by ridging them up for the winter, 
this lieiing more applicable to such as are 
of a heavy, adhesive nature. The ridges 
may he from 2 feet to 2 j feet apart, and 
manure may he dug in as the work pro¬ 
ceeds. For such soils old lime rubbish, 
river sand, road sweepings, leaf-mould, 
and, ill the absence of anything bettor, 
some fine ashes are very helpful in mak¬ 
ing them more easy to wal k and of a 
warmer nature. Planks on which to run 
the wheel-barrows are necessary so long 
as the weather remains open, as nothing 
damages the top spit more than wheeling 
upon it while the soil is moist. 

A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Pruning.—Every advantage should he 
taken of mild weather to push forward tins 
work. As soon as the wall trees are 
finished, Apple, Pear, and Plum trees in 
open quarters should be taken in hand. 
All the primings and leaves from under 
the trees should be burned, so as to get 
rid of any insects that may be present. 1 
It is important that the pruner should 
have some knowledge of the different 
varieties, ©specially in the case of young 
trees whoso shoots require more severe 
pruning in order to lav a good foundation 
for future years. • Beginning with old 
trees tliat have filled their allotted space, 
these should have the young wood spurred 
in from two to four buds-, according to the 
variety. No hard-and-fast rule can be laid 
down; but it is generally safe to prune 
strong-growing varieties to four buds, and 
weakly or medium growers to two buds. 
Care must lie exercised in pruning varie¬ 
ties which form fruit buds at the end of 
the current year’s shoots, such as Irish 
Peach and Jacob’s Seedling Apples, and 
Jargonelle and Marie Louise Pears. 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS A1 
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Allow the short-cist of these to remain until 
next year, wlien they can bo cut back. In 
pruning young bushes anil pyramid trees, 
if proper attention has been given to 
pinching throughout the summer, very 
little will remain to be done beyond short¬ 
ening the leading shoots to 9 inches or 
12 inches, according to the size and variety 
of the trees and the space available, and 
spurring in the side shoots to about two 
buds. After pruning is completed, train¬ 
ing should lie attended to. For the pur¬ 
pose of training young trees stakes 3 feet 
to 4 feet in length should be provided. 
These may bo driven into tile ground 
where required, securing the branches 
with soft, strong string. In this way 
they may lie trained in any desired manner 
to maintain a shapely tree and allow sun¬ 
light and air to havo free access to all 
parts of the tree. 

Late Grapes which it is not necessary 
to keep long should lie cut and placed in 
liottles. The Grapes will keep in good con¬ 
dition for a considerable time, provided 
proper conditions are maintained in the 
room in which they are placed. Tlie'atmo- 
iSlpheric temperature should !>e kept at 
about 45 dogs, without the aid ol much 
artificial heat. Fill the bottles with rain¬ 
water and place two or three pieces of 
charcoal in each bottle to keep the water 
sweet. It is had practice to keep a house 
closed for an indefinite period for the sake 
of a few bunches of fruit which would keep 
as well in bottles placed in a suitable room. 
So long as the bunches are allowed to 
hang on the l ines it is impossible for the 
rods to get the rest which is necessary to 
maintain them in a fruit-liearing condi¬ 
tion. As soon as the Grapes are cut the 
ventilators should l>e thrown wide open 
day and night. If the border is dry, give 
a thorough soaking of clear water. 

Richardias.—A batch of the most for¬ 
ward plants lias been selected and placed 
in a structure having an atmospheric tem¬ 
perature at night of 60 degs. In this heat 
the plants are kept as near to the glass 
as possible or they will make an undue 
amount of leaf-growth. Tlio remainder of 
the stock of plants is in a house where 
the temperature at night does not exceed 
50 clogs., under which conditions large 
blooms will be produced, and the flowering 
of longer duration. The plants having 
well filled the i>ots with roots, are afforded 
fiequent applications of manure-water. 
During the time Richardias are under 
glass they require frequent fumigations to 
preserve them from the attacks of aphis. 

Malmaison Carnations.—Layers which 
were potted during Septemlier havo been 
transferred to 6-inch pot.s and placed on 
shelves in a cool house. Very careful 
watering is necessary, as a damp condi¬ 
tion results in yellowy drooping foliage, 
and sappy growth. If kept slightly on the 
dry side they will grow slowly and hardily. 

Cabbages.—There being a large number 
of plants in first-rate condition loft over 
from the earlier plantings, advantage has 
been taken of the open weather to plant 
another good break. Cauliflower plants 
grow ing in cold frames are afforded plenty 
of air, removing the lights entirely on 
mild days, replacing them in the evening. 

Protecting vegetables.—No time should 
now be lost hi making everything a.s safe 
as possible in case of a bard winter. In 
some seasons we may go to an unnecessary 
amount of labour and trouble, but it is 
always best to be on the safe side. All 
white Brocoolis should be layered (as de¬ 
scribed in former notes) or they arc certain 
to suffer considerably should severe 
weather set in Lift and store sufficient 
roots of Parsnips, Girasoles. Salsafv, and 
Soorzonera for a few weeks’ supply; but 
the hulk is best left in the ground. Pull 
and store all Turnips which are of a suit¬ 
able size, and draw soil over the smaller 
ones. Mould up all Cabbages. Roots ill 
the store are carefully examined during 
wet weather. Onions are sorted and 
cleaned, and the late-keeping varieties tied 
and suspended nil ropes for spring use; 
others are spread out thinly on latticed 
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shelves. >Secd tubers of early varieties of 
Potatoes have been sorted over, sot up in 
shallow boxes, and placed in a light, frost¬ 
proof room. 

Mushrooms.—On a lxwj spawned six 
weeks ago Mushrooms are now T showing 
freely, and the covering of straw has been 
removed. A successions! bed has been 
spawned and soiled down. This bed will 
not be covered so long as the tempera¬ 
ture is between 65 degs. and 70 degs. 
The Mushroom-house must not bo sub¬ 
jected to an excessive temperature. It is 
tar better to err on the side of too little 
rather than too much heat, as by this 
means the quality of the produce is not 
only superior, but the beds continue to 
bear for a longer period. Endeavour to 
maintain an even temperature of from 
50 dogs, to 55 degs. The making up of a 
fresh bed every few weeks usually main¬ 
tains the temperature of the house to this 
point without resorting to fire heat. 

Girasoles.—The stems of these will now 
be cut off and burnt. A portion of the 
roots will be lifted and the largest and 
best tubers stored in sand, but the bulk 
of the tubers will 1 k> left in the ground, 
the same a.s Parsnips, to tie dug as re¬ 
quired. The variety New White is much 
better than the old purple sort, for not 
only are the tubers ol a better shape, but 
also of a hotter.flavour, and have a more 
appetising appearance when cooked. 

Digging and trenching should be pro¬ 
ceeded with whenever the ground is dry; 
but on no account should heavy land be 
dug when wet. Leave the surface ns 
rough and lumpy as possible, thus expos¬ 
ing tho soil to the influence of the weather. 
All rubbish collected in or about the 
garden should be. burnt on vacant pieces 
of ground, and the residue after burning 
will greatly benefit the soil. 

F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Strawberry beds.—Owing, no doubt, in 
a great measure to the continued moist 
weather and the absence of frost suffi¬ 
ciently severe to check growth, there has 
lieen a further growth of runners and of 
weeds. The runners should tie removed 
and the weeds pulled up. In order to 
aerate the soil as much as possible, the 
surface having become rather sodden, the 
space between the lilies will be lightly 
forked up. and a top-dressing of manure 
laid between the plants. 

Gooseberries and Currants.—The con¬ 
tinued rains have prevented a beginning 
being made with the pruning of Goose¬ 
berries and Red Currants. In these 
gardens the bushes in the various breaks 
have now filled their allotted space, and 
pruning is, therefore, a simple operation. 
In the case of varieties of Gooselie.rries in¬ 
tended for bottling or for making jam, 
rather close spurring is practised, with, of 
course, a little extension of the terminals. 
As regards varieties which arc used for 
the dessert or for other purposes for which 
fine fruits are required, a proportion of 
the older wood is cut out, and the space 
thus mado is filled up by the retention of 
a.s much of the current season’s growth as 
passible, this being loft at almost its full 
length. Rod Currants are treated as 
these Gooseberries intended to produce a 
heavy crop, and at the same time some of 
the thicken' and heavier wood is annually 
cut away and replaced by the present 
season’s wood. After the pruning* are 
cleared off, the breaks will receive a liberal 
dressing of short manure, which will be 
lightly forked in. 

Cuttings.—There are now so many 
diseases common to Gooseberries and Cur¬ 
rants, especially Black Currants, that it is 
advisable to rear young plants at home. 
Cuttings of Gooseberries and of Red Cur¬ 
rants about 14 inches in length can be 
taken from the current season’s wood. 
The buds ought to he removed throughout 
half the length of the cuttings, this mak¬ 
ing a clean stem. It is not necessary to 


follow this practice with Black Currants, 
as tiie more shoots which can be secured 
the better bush will lie formed. My own 
practice is to make a deep notch at the 
base of a west wall, and in this notch a 
few inches of sand are placed, upon which 
the cuttings are placed, the soil returned 
and firmly trodden. The cuttings ought 
to be bulled to half tneir depth, and 
transplanted in spring. These in the 
course of a few seasons make very useful 
stuff. 

Morello Cherries.—A recent storm 
worked some damage among Morello 
Cherries, and as the foliage had almost 
all fallen, it was decided to give the trees 
their annual look over. In the case of 
the old trees, this consisted in removing 
superfluous and exhausted wood and train¬ 
ing in the fruit-bearing growths produced 
in the course of the present season. 
Younger trees, now some four years 
planted, are extending well, and require 
more attention. There is always a temp¬ 
tation in the case of Morello Cherries to 
retain mor; wood than is absolutely neces¬ 
sary ; indeed, I have seen these trees 
trained so closely that the shoots almost 
hid the walls. While Morello Cherries 
are very accommodating and prolific, it is 
bad policy to be too exacting with them, 
and I alii convinced that in many cases 
outbreaks of black-fly are caused by the 
retention of too much wood, this causing 
a strain upon tho trees which weakens 
them and encourages ,if, indeed, it dona 
not cause, outbreaks of one or other of clip 
various ]>ests by which these and other 
Cherries are liable to lie attacked. If pos- 
silxlc, let an allowance of lime rubble or of 
superphosphate of lime lx? forked in around 
the roots, for, as is the case with all stone 
fruits, lime in some sliope is indispensable 
to tho successful culture of Cherries.. 

Planting.—There is a limited amount of 
planting to lie undertaken in the case of 
fruit-trees, including Pears, Apples, 
Pluiru, and Damsons. In order to pre¬ 
vent.delay when the"young trees come to 
hand, the stations for their reception upon 
walls and in the orchard are being pre¬ 
pared. The holes are taken out suffi¬ 
ciently large, and where the quality of the 
soil is not considered quite suitable it is 
being removed and replaced with more 
suitable material... This lias lieen found 
especially necessary on a wall border in¬ 
tended for Pears, and in which Pear-trees 
had lieen already grown. It is always bad 
policy to replant a similar tree in the 
same soil; and, at the expencliture of a 
little time, the soil has lieen entirely re¬ 
newed . 

Digging and trenching.—During favour¬ 
able weather preparations were made for 
beginning the turning over of vacant 
ground bv wheeling manure, scraping 
alley ways, taking out openings, and 
similar preliminary work. The advantage 
of preparing a good area in advance has 
been amply demonstrated during the late 
wet weather, for the quarters being readv. 
a start can bo made as soon as condi¬ 
tions are more favourable. Although these 
have not been quite all that eoukl be de¬ 
sired, yet a very encouraging start has 
been made, and both trenching—on a 
rather less ambitious scale than usual, 
however—and digging will lie pushed 
along as rapidly as possible on all suit¬ 
able days. 

Nerines.—The display of these useful 
bulbous plants is again over; but, as the 
foliage now makes its growth, the plants 
must for a considerable time receive atten¬ 
tion. Plenty of moisture should be 
afforded, with occasionally a little weak 
soot-water. This I think is more gener¬ 
ally suitable for all kinds of bullions and 
tuberous plants than chemical substitutes. 
I have an idea that the indiscriminate use 
of artificial manure is to a great, extent 
responsible far the many cases of rotting, 
or of unsatisfactory starting in spring, 
which As a not uncommon experience 
among the classes of plants referred to. 
If a shelf is available, the pots of Nerines 
mav be placed thereon, and such a place, 
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being nearer to the glass, is more suited 
for them than a staging upon which (now 
being out of bloom) they may be pushed 
out of sight. 

Hydrangeas. —The foliage having now 
fallen from old plant® which bloomed in 
the late autumn, these may bo potted on 
into larger pots if it is considered neces¬ 
sary to do so. Hydrangeas, of course, 
bloom well in comparatively small pots, 
and when quite pot-bound, hut it is best 
to give them a shift when the best results 
are desired. Some delay repotting until 
early spring; but I have always attended 
to this matter round about the present 
time, and I see no reason to depart from 
the custom. Such plants winter quite 
well in a cold frame. Ilecently-struck 
cuttings noav well rooted may go into 
3-inch pots. In pots of this size each 
plant will carry a single head of bloom of 
good quality; hut if larger heads Ire de¬ 
sired, 4-inch or 5-inoh pots may be em¬ 
ployed. It is merely a question of heat 
after such plants are established when 
they hloom. Ample supplies of water are 
needed and an occasional vaporising. 

Fruit borders —Should it be necessary 
to make or to add to any fruit borders 
under glass, this work may be carried out 
now when outside conditions are unfavour¬ 
able. A border has been prepared during 
the present week for a Nectarine-tree of 
some size, which lias not proved quite 
satisfactory out-of-doors. The soil from 
the old site was cleared out to a depth of 
3 feet, and after sufficient drainage was 
put in—eovered by freshly-cut turves face 
downwards—it was replaced by old loam 
stacked for several years, roughly chopped 
up, and with a good admixture of lime 
rubble and charcoal. Previous to plant¬ 
ing. this will be allowed to settle for some 
timei and at present the border is only 
about 3 feeit wide. As the roots extend, 
the border will be gradually added to. 
This is, of course, the most satisfactory 
course to follow, for when the border is 
made too large at first there is always the 
danger that the soil may become sour 
before the roots take possession of it. 

W. McGttffoo. 

Iialmae Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

November 20th, 1917. 

The fortnightly meeting held on this 
date, despite its smallness, was very in¬ 
teresting. The outstanding exhibit of the 
occasion was that of winter-flowering 
Begonias, a full table-length being shown. 
Choice Orchids were freely displayed, 
while Nerines, Carnations, anil Chrysan¬ 
themums, affording colour here and there, 
also demonstrated the wealth and pro¬ 
cession off such tilings as the seasons come 
and go. Several novelties gained recogni¬ 
tion. 

GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 

More than ever do we miss the brilliant 
displays of winter-flowering Begonias 
which the Messrs. Veitch were wont to 
bring to these autumn gatherings, and ill 
all probability their like for good culti¬ 
vation and brightness may not apilear 
again. On the occasion under review, 
however, the Misses Tanner and Tate, 
Bushoy Heath, Herts (Mr. T. W. Birken- 
shaw, gardener) showed them well, some 
of the varieties being particularly well 
flowered. Of these, the mast notable was 
the clear salmon-pink coloured Emily 
Ciibran, unequalled for its charming 
colour and freedom of flowering. As the 
centre-piece to a goodly group, it was very 
fine. Another in the same colour-range 
was Clibran's I'ink, while Success. 
Winter Cheer, and the orange-coloured 
Optima were among Olliers. The greatest 
novelty, however, was Mrs. H. Barton, of 
yellow and buff tone, the first of its shade 
that we recall in these useful winter 
flowers. It is of good habit and flowers 

Google 


freely. The group of Primula Eureka 
hybrids was interesting. These are said 
to be secondary classes between P. ob- 
conica vars. and P. sinensis, though the 
evidence of any sinensis influence is not 
very apparent. Rather do they suggest, 
both in leaf and blossom, a remarkable 
advance in P. obconiea—the best forms 
of that species glorified—than aught be¬ 
sides. In any case, they are off high 
merit, very free-flowering, and for the 
most part richly coloured. The strain 
was given an Award of Merit. They were 
shown by Mr. J. Dickson, gardener to 
Adeline Duchess of Bedford, Woodside, 
Chenies. The group of Nerines from Mr. 
G. Reuthe afforded much colour bright¬ 
ness. Flora (cerise), Corusca (brilliant 
scarlet). Waiter Reuthe (crimson-scarlet), 
Amorelie (a lovely salmon), Mrs. C. 
Waters (rose and white), and Carmen 
(salmon-scarlet) were a few of the best. 
The best new Carnation shown by Messrs. 
Allwood Brothers was Miriam Wilson (a 
yellow ground, with scarlet markings). 
It Is both handsome and distinct. Mal¬ 
colm (rich scarlet) and Salmon Enchan¬ 
tress were also good. Tile excellent 
group of these flowers arranged by the 
Misses Price and Fyfe contained several 
of high merit, and all were raised by the 
exhibitors. Grizol (off purplish-crimson 
hue), Kenneth (a fancy sort in the way 
of Bishton Wonder), Malsie (of rich pink 
colour), and Malcolm (very rich scarlet) 
were tile best. The good scarlets Red En¬ 
sign and Brilliant were shown by Messrs. 
Stuart Low and Co., who also staged the 
very beautiful Eileen (deep salmon), Pink 
Sensation, British Triumph (crimson), 
and Enchantress Supreme. 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

For the variety Brilliant (a decorative 
sort of brilliant crimson tone, with gold 
reverse to the petals) Mr. H. J. Jones se¬ 
cured an Award of Merit. Not one of the 
mop-headed giants, it is large enough for 
all purposes, the Ann. crisp florets denot¬ 
ing good lasting properties. A like award 
was granted to Princess Mary (a large 
exhibition yellow Japanese, and a sport 
from Queen Mary). It was shown by Mr. 
Charles Page, gardener to Mr. J. B. 
Fortescue, Maidenhead. Other good 
flowers from the same source were Mrs. 
R. C. Pulling, William Rigby (rich 
yellow), and Mrs. Gilbert Drabble 
| (white). The best exhibit, however, was 
that from Messrs. W. Wells, Limited, 
Merstham. In this were displayed three 
sorts in quantity, Bronze Beauty and 
Mary Morris (semi-doubles of almost 
identical deep bronze shade) and Lady 
Stanley (a decorative Japanese of rich 
pink hue, which lights up exceedingly 
well). Terminal sprays bore three and 
four flower-heads apiece. Mr. G. C. 
Whitelegg showed a group of a red- 
flowereil seedling, a useful decorative 
sort. 

HARDY PLANTS. 

Late November is not the time for good 
hardy plants, yet nothing liner than the 
exhibit of cut blooms of Helleborus niger 
altifolius from Mr. C. Scrase-Dickins, 
Coolhurst, Horsham, could be conceived. 
Handsome, pure white blooms, 4 Indies 
across, on foot-long stems, showed this 
excellent autumn flower at its best, and 
it is many a day since we saw the flowers 
so good. Associated with the bronze- 
leaved, crimson-stemmed Kubus polytritis, 
the effect was particularly good. An in¬ 
teresting Honeysuckle (Lonieera quin- 
quelocularis) in fruit came from Miss 
Greaves, Iteigate. The species has trans¬ 
parent white fruit in clusters, and, like 
many other berry-bearing subjects, is 
fruiting freely this year. 


ORCHIDS. 

The novelty of the occasion, which, by 
reason of its unique character and high 
excellence, gained both the Silver Gilt 
Lindley Medal and a First-class Certifi¬ 
cate, was Brasso-Lad io-Cat.tleva Lady 
Manningham Buller (Brasso-Cattieya 
Digbyana Mossiic, vnr. Queen Alexandra 
x Laelio-Cattleya Ophir), the first all- 
yellow trigeneric hybrid yet produced. 
Relined in the shades of canary-yellow, 
and handsomely projortioned, it was a 
great attraction. Cattleya Ajax, C. Venus, 
and C. Saturn alba were others of note 
in the same group, the exhibitors being 
Messrs. Armstrong and Brown, Tunbridge 
Wells. Very handsome, too, was the 
snow-white Cattleya Astron shown by Mr. 
J. E. Shill. The Dell Gardens. Englefield 
Green. It bore a fine head of ten flowers, 
and gained a cultural commendation. 
Among the good things from Messrs. J. 
and A. MeBeaii were Sophro-Cattleya 
Pearl and Cattleya Bcllona (soft yellow 
and red lip). A novelty froui Messrs. 
Flory and Black, gaining an Award of 
Merit, was Odontoglossmn General 
Allenby. It is a particularly dark form, 
with white tipjied lip. Yet another 
novelty was staged by Messrs. Charles- 
worth and Co. in Sophro-Laflio-Cattleyn, 
var. Vesuvius (S.-L.-C. Marathon x L.-C. 
Dominiana). It is ruby-red, witli ricli 
crimson lip. Award of Merit. This firm 
also showed freely the orange-scarlet Epl- 
dendrum vitellinum majus, interspersed 
with Odontoglossuin eximlum, O. amabile, 
and tlie pure white O. armanvillierense 
xantliotes. 

A complete list of the certificated plants 
and medals awarded appears in our adver¬ 
tisement pages. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND PL0WEK8. 

Tall Heliotropes (t. /•’.). —The tall 

Heliotropes seen in the parks are of 
various strong-growing varieties, and are 
grown on from strong cuttings, usually 
those put into warmth in the spring, as 
these make quick growth, and in warmth 
throw up one good leading shoot. As side 
shoots break these are pinched, and when 
bloom shows in the leader, that is pinched, 
and a fresh leader formed, that process 
being repeated until the plants are 4 feet 
in height. They are more readily induced 
to grow up to this height if in pots in a 
greenhouse, where they get plenty of light 
and air; also ample watering and some 
liquid-manure. Once the plants have at¬ 
tained the needful height, and are well 
set with side shoots, they are in the spring 
started into growth under glass, then 
hardened a little, and early in June 
planted out into the beds. 

Treatment of the Scarborough Lily 
(Vallota purpurea) (A. IF.).—This blooms 
best when root-bound. In a general wav, 
repotting is ouly advisable when the plants 
have been several years in the same pots. 
Small bulbs should be annually repotted 
until they come to blooming size, and then 
it is better to let them alone for several 
seasons. If allowed t-o remain undis¬ 
turbed the bulbs will raise themselves and 
the soil above the level of the pot ; but this 
does not matter if they only get enough 
wafer when growing. When old speci¬ 
mens are broken up tb© young bulbs are 
best put into 2}-ineh pots, half-a-dozen 
together, to remain thus till the following 
spring. Good loam, with some leaf-mould, 
is what they like. Pot firmly, bury the 
bulbs to half their depth, and drain the 
pots well. 

Azaleas dropping their leaves {Nemo).— 
There may be more than one cause for 
this. Either the roots may have perished 
through careless watering, or the soil may 
have come into and remained in too dry a 
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state. The roots of the Azaleas are hair¬ 
like fibres, and these quickly perish when 
the soil becomes sour and surcharged with 
moisture, or is dust dry. Another prob¬ 
able reason may lie that the plants, har¬ 
ing been neglected as to watering, have 
fallen a prey to thrips, which very quickly 
cause the leaves to drop. If you wiil 
kindly send us some of the leaves, we can 
then advise you what is best to be done. 

TREES AND SHRUBS. 

An evergreen hedge (Inquirer ).—You 
cannot do better than plant a Holly hedge, 
obtaining strong seedlings, which can be 
had very cheaply. Before planting, well 
break up the soil, and add some manure, 
treating the plants well for a year or two, 
by which time they should be growing 
freely. Attention bestowed on a Holly 
hedge during the early stages of growth 
is well repaid in after years. The distance 
apart that you will have to plant will de¬ 
pend on the size of the seedlings, but do 
not overcrowd, as the young bushes, if all 
goes well, will soon grow into each other 
and form a hedge that cannot be equalled 
for impenetrability and shelter. 

FRUIT. 

Currant bushes (17.).—Black and Bed 
Currants are so dissimilar in habit that 
they need very diverse treatment. Black 
Currants fruit on the previous year’s 
shoots, and those, or the best of them, 
must always bo preserved in pruning, 
merely removing old blanches that are lie¬ 
coming bare, lied and White Currants 
fruit on spurs, and to make these all side 
shoots should be cut hard back to about 
two buds, and the leading shoots short¬ 
ened back also Two-thirds . Summer prun¬ 
ing is good for these Currants, as it helps 
to strengthen the buds left on the spurs, 
and they become fruiting ones. 

Preserving Filberts and Cobsf//. IK. I.). 
—It is generally found that if these Nuts 
kept in their husks be well dried, then 
placed into very clean, dry, large-mouthed 
jars, with a little dry salt sprinkled 


amongst them, tied down close, and stood 
in a cool, dry cellar, they will keep well 
nearly all the winter. Some persons put 
them into large biscuit-tins, cover them 
up tight, and put them into a cool store¬ 
room. AV hen in tins or jars they cannot 
lie attacked by mice. If laid ‘in small 
heaps or placed into boxes or baskets they 
are always liable to such attacks. Of 
course, the Nuts when gathered should be 
well matured. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

Hortus .—The only way is to put the 
question to the Chairman of the Local 
Tribunal, who should bo able to give you 
the information you require.——/. " S. 
Purdon. —The vegetable you send plant of 
■is known as Ski kale Beet. See note in 
our issue of November 24th, page 630. 
The other root you send is a very pool- 
form of the Chilian Beet, and is of no 

value as a vegetable.-IK. He welt. — 

Fork in some newly-slaked lime.- 

X. 1 . Z .—You liad better inquire of some 
nurseryman who specialises in Liliuins. 

NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants_ C. S .—The New Zea¬ 

land I*’lax is Phonnium tenax, and no 
doubt any of our nurserymen could pro¬ 
cure a plant or plants for you.- 

Inquirer.—I, Cotouc Aster rotundifolia ; 2, 
Euonymus eucopious; 3, Adiantum cunca- 

turn; 4, Asplenium bulbiferum.- 

M. it'. II. —I, Clematis balearica; 2, Pit- 
tosporum Tobira. 

Names of fruits_ G. IK. It. —Pears: 1, 

Marie Louise; 2, Durondeau; 3, Beurre 

Glairgeau; 4, Nouvelle Fulvie.- G. A.— 

Apples: 1, Cox’s Orange; 2, Wellington; 

3. King of the Pippins; 4, Mb re de 

Menage.-IF. I .—Apples: 1, Blenheim 

Orange; 2, Alfriston; 3. Lady Hennikcr; 

4, Norfolk Beaufin.- J. 71. —Apples: 1, 

Fea.rn’s Pippin: 2, Warner’s King: 3, 
Waltham Abbey Seedling. Pear: 4. Vicar 
of Winkfield.-IF. M. F. —Apples: I, 


Golden Spire; 2, Emperor Alexander; 3, 

Bismarck; 4, Winter Hawthornden._ 

{.■ W- —Apples: 1, Lady Hermiker; 2, 
Norfolk Beaufin; 3, Royal Russet; 

Pear, Thompson’s. - J. B.— Pears: 1 

Decayed; 2, Belle Julie; 3, Louise 
Bonne of Jersey • 4 ? Beurre Berekraans. 

- Mrs. Stanley l)od.gson. —Kindlv send 

other specimen. Are ail the fruits on the 

tree like the one you send?—_ J. S. 

Purdon .-—Apples: 1, Not recognised, 
should like to see later in the season ; 2 
Striped Beaufin. 

The Egyptian goose (IF. J. Farmer).— 
Egyptian geese are to be found in a wild 
state from Egypt to Cape Colon v, and 
there are evidences that this, variety lias 
been known for thousands of years on the 
Lower Nile. It is kept more for orna¬ 
mental than for utility purpose®. It lias, 
however, certain useful qualities, particu¬ 
larly for crossing purposes. The geese are 
fairly good layers, and stand confinement 
very well. The ganders, as a rule, are 
very savage birds, and rarely consort 
amiably with other fowls. The goslings 
grow quickly, a.nd are extremely hardv. 
The flesh, which is fairly - abundant, ‘is 
dark-coloured and high in flavour. 
Among the many breeds of geese, the 
Egyptian stands easily finst for beauty of 
plumage. The body is long; but small 
and slender, with a round breast, and a 
narrow, slightly-arched back. Tile head 
is small, with a bill in keeping, usually 
purple or reddish-blue, and with a grey 
tip ; the eyes are orange, and around the 
eye is a ring of reddish-brown or chest - 
! nut, a hand of tho same colour passing 
down the nape of tile neck. The legs are 
rather long, with straight toes, and in 
colour yellowish-pink. The breast and 
under-surface are a light iron-vellow, 
sprinkled with brown, except the abdomen, 
which is white. The remaining parts are 
black, grey, metallic-green, and reddish- 
brown. The weight of an adult gander is 
8 lb. to 10 lb— E. T. B. 



"BEGONE, DULL CARE." 


THE brilliant shine of every pot and pan 
* in the kitchen where Vim is used proclaims 
that, as far as they are concerned, dull care 
is gone for ever. 

The spotless cleanliness which comes from the use of Vim 
makes the housewife’s heart rejoice. 

Use Vim for cleaning and polishing Tilework, 
Glassware. Marbleware. Stonework, Woodwork, etc. 

OF ALL GROCERS, STORES, OILMEN, CHANDLERS, ETC. 

In 6d., 3d. & Id. Sprinkler-Top Canisters. 

_LEVER BROTHERS LIMITED, PORT 80NLIGHT. V129-110 


Digitized by Google 


If you are interested 
in this week’s-— 

“ Gardening Illustrated,” 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, 
or direct by post from the Publisher, at 

63, LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS, 
LONDON, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three 
months, 2/6; six months, 5/-; twelve months, 10/-; 
for Abroad, 12/-. Annual subscribers will receive 
the year’s complete Index to the volume free of 
charge. > 

To Publisher or Newsagent:— 

I 

Please deliver “ Gardening Illustrated ” weekly 
for which I enclose 

Name ___ ; __ 

(Mr., Mr*., or Miss) 

Address (in full). _ 

Original from 

- UNIVERS IT Y OF T tQNOlS AT 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


No. 2022.— Vol. XXXIX. 


DECEMBER 8, 1917. 


ENGLISH NAMES MUST STAY. 

Sib Herbert Maxwell (p. 025) knows 
better than most of us that many English 
names are long ages older than the days of 
Linnaeus—Oak, Ash, Yew. We should re¬ 
spect our own great language and use it as 
the French use names in their own rich 
tongue. Why am I not to say Marigold for 
a common flower and be laughed at if I 
call a horse, hound, or cow by their Latin 
names? If a boy or girl asks me the name 
of a lovely star-shaped flower of varied 
colour in spring and I say it is a Greek 
Windflower abundant in the plains near a 
city for ever famous In our human story I 
may convey some ideas that may live in 
the young mind, whereas if I use a Latin 
name I am stared at or laughed at. Some 
Euglish names are beautiful and descrip¬ 
tive from a human point of view. Snow¬ 
drop, Snowdrop - tree, and Stubwort 
are good old names I found, to my 
delight, in Gerard. 

In one way I may l>e like Sir 
Herbert Maxwell, in that 1 spend half 
my winter nights in poring over long 
lists of plants in Latin lest I should 
miss a good thing, but we should have 
a heart for the boy and girl who never 
puss their evenings in that way. 

The use of the English name in no 
way bars that of the Latin name when 
we seek it in books or lists. The 
name ’ Venetian Sumach I keep to in 
spite of this well-known bush being the 
victim of a botanical vagary in being thrust 
into a new genus to the confusion of hooks 
and men. So, for good and clear reasons, 
I shall talk of the Apennine Windflower, 
though there are others in the mountains 
of Italy, and when I want to know about 
the riches of Italy in these flowers I shall 
lie glad to refer to a flora of the land. I 
have in the garden a graceful evergreen 
Oak. As to its true botanical name there 
Is some dispute, so if I am asked I say it 
is au evergreen Oak from Japan, which 
tells more than the disputed Latin name 
would. 

My best shrub of the November days is 
the Connemara Heath. If a young lady 
sees its beauty and asks me its name, the 
English name tells the facts rightly. 
What would Sir Herbert Maxwell say? 
Seek through the various Latin names 
given to this plant in old or recent days. 
Not one of these is so good as the English 
name. English names may be good or 
bad, like Latin names; and these are 
often full of errors as to plants, and 
scholars say often of absurd construc¬ 
tion. Still we keep to them in spite of 
Linmeus’ mistakes and the often needless 
changes of the young American writers. 

S. K. 


NOTES OF THE WEEK. 

The Yulan in Kirkcudbrightshire.— This 
does well in several gardens in Kirkcud¬ 
brightshire. It is best on a wall in the 
north, and one of the finest plants I know 
is in the garden at Terraughtle, the pro- 
jierty of Mr. W. Herrtes Maxwell, of 
Munches. It is on a warm wall and gener¬ 
ally flowers freely. I have a specimen of 
Magnolia conspicua in the open, but it does 
not flower so well as that at Terraughtie. 
a mile or so to the west.— S. Arxott, 
Sunnymead, Maxivelltouy 
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A double Catchfly. —Do you grow the 
double splendid sticky Catchfly— i.e., 
Lychnis Yiscaiia splendens plena? The 
tufted foliage would make a neat edging, 
and in flower in June it is a gorgeous 
mass of wiry, 12 inches to 18 inches stems 
of flower-heads, like Stocks, very double, 
and brilliant rose-crimson, good for cut¬ 
ting, and lighting up under artificial light. 
It is in flower for three weeks or four 
only; but neat and compact, and ever¬ 
green. —Clarence Elliott. 

Erica hybrida.— When this lovely winter 
Heath flowers In November, ns it has done 
this year, it enables us to say we have 
had one or other of its race in bloom every 
day of the year. This season it is rather 
earlier than usual, and the Cornish Heath 
was still showing colour and Erica 
Dabtrcli a mass of blossom when its deli¬ 
cate sprays became flecked with rose. 
Though hardly so rich in colour as E. 
cornea, one of its parents, its habit is in 
many respects more pleasing and the 
foliage a darker green.—A. T. ,T. 

Early blooming of Jasminum nudi- 
florum. —The earliness of this shrub is 
noticeable this year, not in isolated blooms 
as is often the case, but in quite a profu¬ 
sion of flower, especially where it is 
sheltered by walls and fences. It is one 
of the common shrubs that furnish a 
supply of bloom when there is little or 
nothing else, and very useful in a cut 
state, nice long pieces with expanded 
flowers and buds in various stages show¬ 
ing to groat advantage in tall vases.— 
E. B. S., Hardwicke. 

Campanula muralis —Tills reliable old 
favourite has well maintained its reputa¬ 
tion for prolonged blossoming. At the 
moment (end of November) some large 
flumps which were cut back in late sum¬ 
mer are a mass of blossom and have been 
so for the past two months. It is worthy 
of note also that the flowers of the late 
crop are much bluer than (hose of earlier 
days. This plant, together with a hold 
cluster of Potent! 11a Miss Willmott, makes 
a patc h of brilliant colour, which is very 
welcome these dark days.—A. T. J. 

Birds and berries. —What promised to 
be an excellent display of Holly- berries is 
being much interfered with by birds. 
These are chiefly alien missel thrushes, 
which, migratory in their habits, come to 
this district annually in varying numbers. 
Tbe other morning, just after daybreak, 

I observed over twenty of these thieves 
upon a single Holly; and as these birds 
are of considerable size, they require a 
good number of berries to a meal. They 
waste many, too, by dropping them', 
whether because they do not exactly suit 
their palate or from carelessness. How¬ 
ever that may be, they appear likely to 
make short work of Holly berries — 
W. McG. 

Lute Roses. —Although late Roses are, 
perhaps, not quite so numerous as they 
are in some seasons, yet now, in the .third 
week of November, several varieties con¬ 
tinue to bloom, tile flowers being of fairly 
good quality. Among these may be men¬ 
tioned Caroline Testout, Mme. Abel Cliate- 
nay. La Tosca. Hugh Dickson, .Teamiie 
Dickson, Lady Hillingdon, Bessie Brown, 
La France, La France of ’89, Reine Olga, 
Gross an Teplltz, of course, and Zephirin. 
Fellenberg and Fabvier represent the 
China Roses, and a few’ stray blooms of 


Dorothy Perkins, Rfrve d’Or, and Gloire 
de Dijon may be observed. One misses 
Captain Hayward, generally good at this 
time.—AY. McG., Balmae, Kirkcudbright. 

Colour of Clematis Nellie Moser.— Will 
“ W.” decide as to what the colour of this 
Clematis ought to be? One may pick up 
half-a-dozen catalogues and find it differ¬ 
ently described in'each one of them. One 
says it is “mauve,” another “ white witli 
bright red bar,” another " pale pink with 
crimson bar,” and so on. I take it that 
Nellie Moser should lie as nearly pure 
white as possible, with a hold purple bar 
on each sepal, but would like verification. 
—A. T. Johnson. 

[Attempts on the part of catalogue 
makers and colour printers to describe the 
colour of many plants are among the 
vainest of vanities. It is not in human 
wit to do it.— Ed.] 

Trollius patulus, Bees' war. — The 

Spreading Globe-flower, as this plant is 
called, is unique among its kind, for, in¬ 
stead of tlie flowers being incurved, they 
are perfectly flat and widespread. These 
blossoms are very large, often 3 inches 
across, especially when one considers that 
the plant rarely attains the height of 
1 foot. In colour they are a rich, deep 
gold, and they are held as upright as a 
Daisy on the strong and rigid stems. The 
foliage is rather thick and leathery, and 
the leaves are not nearly so deeply cut as 
those of most varieties of Globe-flower. 
T. patulus is a native of Siberia, flowers 
in summer, and sets seed freely. The 
usual culture given to most Globe-flowers 
will suit it.—A. T. J. 

Clematis tanghutica _Yellow Clema¬ 

tises are not common, and good ones are 
rare. This one is probably the best. It 
has done well here on a west wail, sup¬ 
porting itself on closely-cropped Ivy. 
Last winter the cold winds and frost 
injured the upper parts ; but on being cut 
back in spring, it made rapid growth, and 
towards the end of summer bore an 
abundance of flowers. They are borne 
singly on the new wood, and are followed 
by seed-heads of a beautiful silvery white¬ 
ness. The foliage is elegant and of a 
fresh apple-green. There appear to he 
other varieties of this species, which, 
whilst they are useful for the wild 
garden, have not the good form or the 
colour of the foregoing.—A. T. J., North 
Wales. 

Peaches on walls at Lilford. —Mr. 

McGuffog is quite right in inferring that 
my reason for not including Royal George 
in my list of varieties is on account of 
mildew attacking it. This variety is 
worthless out-of-doors here on that ac¬ 
count. I planted some healthy young 
trees of it three years ago; but they were 
badly attacked by mildew each season, 
and remedies had little effect. This 
autumn I grubbed them up, and have 
planted some nice young trees of Pere¬ 
grine, a variety not hitherto grown here, 
but of which T hear good accounts. 
Dymond lias never failed to ripen here, 
and is, in fact, the handsomest and best 
flavoured of ail. We are favoured with a 
good Peach soil, containing a good amount 
of lime.—F. W. Gallop. 

Plants In bloom at Bettws-y-Coed.—I 
noticed the following in bloom this morn¬ 
ing (November 22nd)Cisitus monspeli- 
ensis, C. formosus unicolor, Linuai ar- 
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boreum, Campanula glomerata acauils (this 
has flowered incessantly since early in 
June), Chrenostoma hispiduw (I have a 
pretty sport from this with golden foliage), 
Potentiila alba, P. Miss Willmott, Salvia 
Greigi, S. Grahaml (very good), Papaver 
atlanticum, Meconopsis cambriea and the 
orange variety, Linaria multipunctata 
(very good), one white Cyclamen, White 
Periwinkle, Geranium Endressi, Calceo¬ 
laria chelidonioldes, Parochetus (any 
quantity of flowers, though there was ice 
round the plant on November 15th). 
Antirrhinum sempervirens, Rudbeckia 
subtomentosa (the foliage is withered, but 
smells like new-mown Hay), Omphalodes 
cappadocica, and O. nltida.—E. Chaki.es 
Buxton, Coed Drrw , Bettws - y - Coed . 

The Pampas Crass. —In the “English 
Flower Garden ” it is stated that the 
Pamjias Grass suffers from severe winters, 
and fine plants are now less common. 
There are three clumps here which do 
not appear to have l>een affected by' any 
bad season. I do not know their age, 
but two of the clumps are the best I have 
seen. Measured as the foliage rests 
naturally on the Grass, they would reach 
10 feet across, which would give a-cireum- 
ference of 30 feet, with a height of 10 feet 
to 12 feet to the top of the illumes. True, 
they escape the cold of north and east;; 
but one of the large clumps gets the full 
force of ail south-east and west winds, 
and shows no ill-effects. The three 
clumps look very healthy, so I presume 
the rather moist nature of the soil suits 
them. The plumes of the smaller clump 
are more erect in habit and more silvery 
in colour. Can anyone tell me what it 
may be?—C. T., AmptliiU Park Gardens, 
Beds. 


VEGETABLES. 

SPRAYING POTATOES. 

I think “ Leahurst,” in the issue of 
November 3rd, page 590, has answered 
his own objections to spraying Potatoes. 
The solution used was much too strong, 
and the ignorance, stupidity, or careless¬ 
ness of the cultivator quite account for 
the had effects which spraying sometimes 
produces. (1) Most cultivators do not 
trouble to know how much land is de¬ 
voted to a particular crop. Even owners 
of large farms often have a G-ncre field 
which may l»e anything from 5$ acres to 
G| acres in fact, and they buy spraying 
material for G acres. The small culti¬ 
vator with ten or twelve rows of Potatoes 
about 25 yards long, generally buys too 
much stuff. (2) The solution is often 
wrongly mixed. The farmer, to save a 
couple of pounds, is apt to make it too 
weak ; .tile small cultivator, especially what 
I may call the “ war amateur,” following 
someobscurelineof reasoning about “being 
on the safe side." and “ not spoiling the 
ship ft>r a ha’porth of tar,” generally 
makes it much too strong, unless he is 
sufficiently educated to realise the advis¬ 
ability of adhering strictly to instruc¬ 
tions. (3) Spraying is often badly done. 
Sometimes the undersides of the leaves 
are not sprayed. Then there is no good 
result. Sometimes it Is unevenly done, 
many plants being injured and the others 
not cured of disease. Sometimes one 
severe dose is given instead of two mild 
ones, and the plants are Injured by the 
spraying. 

If “Leahurst” and “ Northants ” only 
mean that it is not necessary to spray 
Potatoes raised in reasonably isolated 
situations, in uninfected ground, from 
seed known to be healthy, I quite agree. 
I do not think spraying can in itself be 
beneficial. I hope, however, that they 
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will not encourage tlie senseless and sel¬ 
fish opposition which I know is common 
in many parts of Ireland, and I believe in 
Scotland and England. 

In the west of Ireland a comparison of 
badly diseased crops of Potatoes that 
have not been sprayed with the healthy- 
looking crops that have been sprayed 
should make one hesitate to utter a word 
which could discourage spraying. 

R. Nolan Feiuui.l. 


CULINARY HERBS IN LANCASHIRE. 
A good deal of attention lias been paid 
during the last few months to the cultiva¬ 
tion of medicinal herbs, but little notice 
has been taken of the cultivation of 
flavouring or culinary lierlis, although it 
is an industry of some importance amongst 
cottagers and small farmers in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of certain large towns. In 
south-west Lancashire such herbs are very 
popular under the name of pot-herbs, and 
they find a ready sale in Liverpool, Bolton, 
Manchester, Bury, and maiiy other places. 

During the autumn of 1915 an -oppor- 
tnnity occurred of visiting a number of 
farms and cottage gardens in the Lanca¬ 
shire villages of Maghull, Lydiate, Augh- 
ton, Scnrisbrick, and Narrow Moss, where 
pot-berbs are well grown, and the follow¬ 
ing notes are based largely upon informa¬ 
tion gleaned during that visit. The work 
apjiears to be confined to small farms and 
cottage guldens, farmers with large hold¬ 
ings rarely troubling about the business. 
In some instances cottagers specialise on 
tlie work, whilst in other cases a few beds 
of herbs are included amongst other mar¬ 
ket crops. Very often the work of cultiva¬ 
tion and preparation for market is left 
almost entirely in the hands of women, 
the wives of farm servants accepting it as 
part of their home work. In other eases 
the cultivation of pot-herbs is included in 
the routine of the ordinary work on small 
farms, but even then much of the work is 
left to women. The herbs most in demand 
are Thyme, Sage, Marjoram, Mint, and 
Parsley. The soil in that neighbourhood 
is generally light, and it is usually heavily 
manured for Potatoes or some other crop 
before being planted with herbs. As a 
rule, the herbs are planted in beds about 
4 feet wide, for convenience of handling, 
although wide breadths are sometimes 
seen. 

Thyme is very popular, and two kinds 
are grown, one of annual duration, the 
other perennial, and they are known re¬ 
spectively as “annual" Thyme and 
“ stock ” Thyme. Seeds of the former are 
sown out of doors in spring and gathering 
commences ns soon as the plants show 
signs of flowering. The plants are cut 
over close to the ground or pulled up by 
the roots and tied in small bundles, a 
bundle being as much as can be conveni¬ 
ently grasped in one hand. The stock 
Thyme is increased each spring by divi¬ 
sion. Small plants are put out in March 
which, by the end of summer, are a foot 
or more across. Gathering begins as soon 
as tlie annual kind is over. The plants 
are cut down to the ground and the roots 
are afterwards ploughed up, the necessary 
number of plants for division for tlie fol¬ 
lowing year’s crop heing retained. Both 
Thymes were identified at Kew as forms 
of Thymus vulgaris. L, 

Sage of two kinds is also grown under 
the names of “annual” and “stock” 
Sage. The first-named is grown from 
seeds sown in spring, the other from 
layered branches or sometimes from 
cuttings. Annual Sage is collected when 
fully grown, but before the flowers open if 
possible, and the stock Sage is reserved 
for later use. As in the case of Thyme 


tlie best results are obtained from young 
plants. Both Sages are forms of Salvia 
officinalis, L. In one or two cases a 
purplish-leaved form of Sage was noted, 
but it was not general. 

Marjoram or “ Sweet Marjoram ” 
(Origanum Marjoram), L.) is grown from 
seeds sown broadcast in beds in May. The 
crop is collected towards the end of sum¬ 
mer just as the plants are coming into 
flower. It. is almost as popular as Thyme 
for flavouring purposes, and large quanti¬ 
ties are grown. When collected it is tied 
in bunches like Thyme and sold wholesale 
at from 3d. to fid. a dozen bunches. 

Mint (Mentha virldis, L,) is not grown 
by so many people as are the other iierbs, 
but is usually in larger areas. The shoots 
are collected from early spring to late 
summer and some people lift plants and 
place them in frames in late autumn so as 
to advance growth during early spring. 
Plantations are hot allowed to stand long 
on the ground, better results being pro¬ 
cured from young stock. When forming 
plantations rooted shoots are dibbled into 
well-worked land during moist weather In 
spring. 

Parsley - is usually sown broadcast in 
beds, sometimes alone, but often with 
Onions, the Onions being pulled early and 
the Parsley, left to form the main crop. 
Formerly, other herbs were cultivated, 
such as Pennyroyal, Horehound, Tansy, 
Chamomile, and Wormwood, but it is said 
that there is very little call for them now. 
and they are not grown in quantity in tlie 
district in question. 

Marketing is almost entirely by the 
bunching method, a bunch being as much 
as can be conveniently grasped in one 
hand, and the growers usually sell whole¬ 
sale, sometimes to buyers who visit the 
gardens, but more often in the open mar¬ 
ket. Much of the produce is sent to market 
by road, cottagers usually arranging to 
send small quantities on neighbouring 
farmers’ carts, the farmer or Ills ageht 
acting as seller. Prices vary from time to 
time. Last September, Thyme, Sage, and 
Marjoram were selling wholesale at from 
5d. to fid. a dozen bunches, whilst in tlie 
retail market at Liverpool from Id. toljd. 
per bunch was asked Some growers have 
erected drying sheds, and, when juices for 
green herbs are low, they dry their pro¬ 
duce and store it until better prices can be 
obtained. Other growers supply regular 
customers, and one man stated that lie sup¬ 
plied a considerable quantity of dried herbs 
to certain shipping companies. Although 
the business is not one for indefinite ex¬ 
tension it is well worth tlie attention of 
small holders in the vicinity of large towns, 
for, apart from the actual preparation of 
the ground, the work is not difficult, and 
can bo conducted by women and children. 
Whether it would pay to cultivate any of 
these subjects, or others, such ns Lavender 
and Peppermint for tlie distillation of oil, 
would be a matter for experiment in par¬ 
ticular districts, but for such work it 
would appear that success could only be 
exjiected by a projier- system of co-oiiera- 
tion amongst the growers. 

During his visit Mr. Dallimore was 
greatly impressed by the general good 
cultivation of the crops, which was par¬ 
ticularly noticeable on a number of small 
holdings, each about one Cheshire acre (a 
little more Ilian two English acres) in ex¬ 
tent. at Narrow Moss, and on a farm near 
by. These small holdings were excellently 
cropped and very clean. The tenant of one 
stated that his was worked entirely by the 
sjxide and ills only assistant was an elderly 
female relative. Tlie greater part of the 
land was given over to Thyme, Sage, and 
Marjoram, and his produce was marketed 
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in several towns mostly to regular cus¬ 
tomers. In the other case a portion of a 
farm was given over to herb and flower 
cultivation. The preparation of the land 
was done as far as possible by horse 
labour, the remainder of the work being 
carried out by one of the farmer’s 
daughters, assisted by her father, a man 
over 70 years of age. The land was excel¬ 
lently worked ami very clean. Although 
entirely self-trained this lady had evidently 
solved the problem of the cultivation of 
every plant she had taken in hand. Some 
idea of her work may be gleaned from the 
fact that she sends the flowers of an annual 
Gypsophila to market by the wagon-load.— 
Journal of the Board of Agriculture. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Planting Potatoes _May I plant Pota¬ 

toes next year on a plot in a very small 
garden where the crop this year showed 
very well-defined Potato disease? Is the 
disease due to defect of seed or soil; and, 


if the latter, is there any precautionary 
treatment ?—Tuber. 

[Potatoes may, of course, be grown on 
the same piece of ground several years in 
succession if the soil is well manured and 
steps taken to prevent disease attacking 
the tops and spreading to the tubers, by 
spraying at the latter end of June or early 
in July, and a second time about a fort¬ 
night or three weeks later. The wisdom 
of growing Potatoes on the same site year 
after year is, of course, contrary to the 
principles governing the rotation of 
cropping usually practised. All the same, 
you may, if such a course is more con¬ 
venient, grow them next year where you 
suggest. Precautionary measures to adopt 
to avert disease are to lime the soil In 
February or March when forking or 
digging it over to get it ready for planting, 
and spray the tops at the periods stated 
above. Disease is hardly likely to ire 
showing itself at the time advised for the 
first application, aiuL^jf proiierly done, it 
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should render the tops immune against at¬ 
tack. The remedy we advise you to use is 
that known as Bordeaux mixture, which 
you can obtain ready for dilution from 
any dealer in garden sundries.] 

Applying salt to Asparagus beds —Will 
you kindly tell me when Asparagus beds 
should be salted? Is an autumn salting 
necessary?—E. R. S. 

(Early in March next, weather per¬ 
mitting, would he quite soon enough to ap¬ 
ply salt to Asparagus beds.] 

Rhubarb _The plantations should now 

be cleaned and put in order. If forcing 
is to be conducted in the Mushiroom-hon'se 
or a suitably heated structure from which 
light can be excluded, the crowns should 
l>e lifted and exposed to the weather for 
a week or so, when they will respond all 
the more quickly when introduced to 
warmth. If forcing is to be carried out 
on the ground where the crowns are grown 
with the aid of leaves and litter, a start 
may Ire made at once if the produce is 
required as soon as it can he had. In 


many cases leaves alone will have to l>e 
relied on, which means that the forcing 
will he less 'rapid than when .stable litter 
is available to mix with them. I/eaves 
generate a genial warmth, arid retain it 
if the bed made up is of a good size as 
regards its length, width, and depth. If 
propel - pots for the covering of the crowns 
are not to be had, old boxes, barrels, etc., 
with the heads knocked out- will answer the 
purpose. Lids or covers of some sort and 
capable of being removed must, however, 
bo provided for placing over the tops of 
them for the liberating of steam or pull¬ 
ing the produce. Naturally, early varie¬ 
ties only give successful results forced at 
this time of year. Rhubarb when taken 
inside to force should, after being planted 
or surrounded with soil, be kept weld sup¬ 
plied with warm water.—A. W. 

Spraying Potatoes. —I did mine with 
liquid lime, and they were quite free from 
disease. Lime improves the soil, which 
poisonous washes do not do.— Cbahi.es 
Philips, Dorset. 


TREES AND SHRUBS. 

AZALEA AMCENA IN NORTH BORDER. 

Always an admirer of this, I tried it as a 
group in a cool, loamy soil, the only one 
here, and though the growth is not so 
good as in a silvery peat, it is good, and 
the bloom free and beautiful most years. 
It forms a large group, the interspaces 
filled with a Forget-me-not or other hardy 
dwarf plant. W. 

Sussex. 


TIIE ELM. 

The Elm is not only dangerous, but it is 
a most voracious feeder ; and the way in 
which it has been allowed to deprive the 
country of food for mail and beast is scan¬ 
dalous. It has flourished at the expense 
of millions of pounds’ worth of cereals 
and roots. Here, in Surrey, the fields 
rarely exceed 10 acres in extent, many 
much smaller. Nearly all are bounded 
by old hedgerows, which are more or less 
studded with Elms, some very old. Un¬ 
like those of the Oak. the roots do not 
penetrate deeply into the ground, but they 
make up for that by a big extension near 
the surface. There is a row of big trees 
bordering a field of 5 acres within sight 
of my door, which are to come down as 
the ground is to be cut up for allotments; 
and a man who should know says that the 
roots are half way across the field. In 
my boyhood I remember hearing farmers 
complaining bitterly of ttiis tree. One of 
them said : “ I pay rent for these fields, 
and have to grow' Elms for the landlord,” 
which was true, as the tenants were then 
bound to allow young trees to go up here 
and there to replace those which the 
owner cut down and sold. Then came 
the great depression, and landowners were 
only too glad to keep tenants or let their 
farms without stipulation of this kind, 
tile consequence being that very few’ young 
Elms are to be seen at the present time. 

Only those who have lU’ed in a district 
where Elms abound can estimate the effect 
they have on growing crops. On the 
headlands one may see in a dry summer 
Mangolds the size of small Turnips, and 
Wheat 2 feet high. I have several times 
seen it stated that the Elm is not a native 
tree, also that it came to us from Italy. 
If so, it must have been many years ago. 
Loudon says Ulmu.s eampestris is the 
English field or hedgerow Elm, therefore 
a native. It is plain that Loudon re¬ 
garded the Elm ns a true native, and it 
was evidently an English tree in Shalte- 
s-peare’s time. Therefore, we must go 
very far back for its introduction if it is 
an exotic. ,1. Cornhill. 


THE HARDY ORANGE 
(.Egle Sepiaria). 

A shrub of the very greatest interest is 
tlie Hardy Orange GEgle Sepiaria). Few 
people seem to know’ that there is such a 
thing as a species of Orange which is not 
only perfectly hardy in the open air in this 
country, but which will flower and fruit 
profusely. It is a handsome shrub. A 
tine bush of it in a garden not far from 
here stands well over 0 feet high,, and 
4 feet or 5 feet through. A fortnight ago 
it was looking its best. The leaves were 
just beginning to turn gold and yellow, 
and the bush was covered from top to 
bottom with hundreds of little golden 
Oranges, while the ground underneath 
was strewn with dozens more, which had 
ripened and fallen., The fruits are each 
about a couple of inches in diameter, and 
when bruised give out a refreshing smell 
of Orange and turpentine mixed. I cau- 
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not say with certainty whether they are 
poisonous or not; but I should imagine 
that most certainly they would be very 
bitter and astringent, and of no use for 
food. They might possibly be used for 
flavouring; but I should doubt it. 

The Hardy Orange is so good as an 
ornamental shrub, with its pretty, white 
blossoms in spring, and masses of golden 
fruits in autumn, and it is such a never- 
fading source of interest and surprise to 
the average gardener to see an Orange 
flourishing and fruiting in the,open, that 
one need not bother about its possible 
utility. In planting, it is as well to place 
it where it will be seen ; always,’however, 
it should be put some few feet back from 
the path, for It is armed with many long, 
sharp thorns. Overhanging a path, these 
thorns are dangerous to folk passing in 
the dark, or to romping children. The 
plant would make a splendid hedge, and 
is, in fact, used for this purpose in Japan. 
It is a native of Japan and China, and a 
few years ago I imported a quantity of 
seed (pips) and offered them for sale. The 
plant is easily raised in this way, and 
soon makes a neat hush for planting out. 
I have also raised it from home-saved 
seed, and this year am securing a good 
crop of this. An attempt lias been made 
to produce a hardy orange -with edible 
fruit by crossing it with some of the 
sweet Oranges. These hybrids hare been 
raised in America, of one of which I have 
a young plant. It is still small, and it 
will be a year or two before it reaches 
the fruiting stage. I am told, however, 
that -these hybrids do not fulfil the object 
for which they were raised ; but further 
crossing might produce a hardy race of 
edible-fruited Oranges. 

Clarence Elliott. 

Stevenage 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Maries' Ash (Fraxinus MariesI).—Of the 
Flowering Ashes (F. Ornus) there are, 
throughout the country, numerous well- 
grown trees which are covered every June 
with fleecy masses of fragrant white 
flowers. Other species which belong to the 
same group are loss well known, although 
some of them are trees of considerable 
beauty. F. Mariesi is one of the number, 
and although introduced so long ago as 
1878, well-grown examples are few in nrnn- 
Itcr. It is a native of Central China, and 
was introduced by Mr. Maries, whose name 
it bears. Under normal conditions it 
forms a round-headed tree 20 feet high, 
with handsome, dark green leaves made up 
of three or five leaflets attached to a purple 
leaf-stalk. The flowers are creamy-white, 
fragrant, and borne in loose, elegant 
clusters in June. After the flowers, rich 
purple fruits are produced, which from 
July onwards until they fall create a 
pleasing effect. Another asset is notice¬ 
able in autumn, for at that jteriod the 
leaves turn to a purplish iiue before they 
fall. Like other Ashes, it gives excellent 
results in moist, loamy soil. In some in¬ 
stances it may be grafted upon F. Ornus, 
but it is advisable to obtain trees on 
their own roots. For a lawn it has much 
to commend it.—D., Surrey. . 

Berberis vulgaris —I often wonder that 
one does not see this native species more 
often in gardens. It is ea-sv to grow, of 
graceful habit, and when full of its bright- 
coloured berries in the autumn it is a 
glorious sight. The fruiting sprays make 
a charming decoration for tlie house when 
flowers are getting -scarce, and last in 
good condition for a Jong time. The 
yellow flowers, too, are pretty in the 
spring, though its principal charm lies in 
the berries.—X. L. 
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OUTDOOR PLANT* 

HELIANTHEMUM SURREJANUM. 
This was announced as a new British 
plant, or, rather, as a plant new to science, 
early in the 18th century, when Dillenius 
(in his edition of Kay’s “ Synopsis,” p. 
till, 1724) carefully described it and gave a 
Mr. Du Bois credit for its discovery, 
“ prope Croyden.” It was figured, too, in 
the same author's “ Hortus Eltliamensis,” 
1732 (t. 145, f. 174), and drawings of it may 
lie seen, also, in Hill's “FI. Brit.,” 17(!0 
(t. 27, f. 1), “ English Botany,” vol. 31, 
1S10 (t. 2,207), and Sweet, “ Cistinece,” 
1825-30 (t. 28). The careful drawing in 
“ English Botany ” is before me; it shows 
a plant bearing spikes of flowers, which 
are more numerous and smaller than in 
H. vulgare, whilst the individual petals 
are narrow, lanceolate in shape, only 
slightly longer than the sepals, and often 
toothed. The stamens are scarcely longer 
than the ovary; in H. vulgare they greatly 
exceed it. The leaves are larger and 
broader than in the common plant and 
lanceolate in shape rather than elliptic. In 
view of what follows, it is well to bear in 
mind the remarks of J. E. Smith, which 
accompany the plate (“ Eng. Bot.,” 2,207): 
“ Mr. Edward Du Bois discovered this 
curious species in the neighbourhood of 
Croydon, Surrey, in the time of Dillenius. 

. . . We know not where it is now to be 
met with wild, nor has it ever been noticed 
in other countries. Our specimen grew in 
Mr. Dickson’s garden at Croydon. . . .” 
All the botanical writers of the period of 
its original announcement (Linmeus, Hud¬ 
son, Withering, etc.) gave the plant under 
discussion full rank as a species, and Mr. 
W. Christy figures (in Hooker, “Brit. FI.,” 
Ed. 1, 258, 1830) as a re-discoverer of the 
plant in the Croydon neighbourhood, whilst 
previously the locality “Banstead Downs” 
was given as a station for it in a somewhat 
curious work, “ A Catalogue of Scarce 
riants Found About London,” dated 1813 
and published anonymously, but known to 
have been compiled by Joseph Cockfield. 
In 1838 Hooker (“ Brit. FI.,” Ed. 4, 214), 
and in 1S43 Babingtou (“ Manual,” Ed. 1, 
33) express doubts as to whether Smith had 
not confused two plants in his description 
and figure in “English Botany,” and in 
the 2nd edition of Babington’s “ Manual ” 
(34, 1S47) we find: “ C. surrejanus, 
‘English Botany,’ 2,207 (from a garden 
specimen of Mr. Dickson’s), is not the 
Croydon plant (‘Dill. Hort. Elth.,’ t. 145), 
which was again found there by the late 
Mr. Christy and is a monstrosity of H. 
vulgare.” Subsequent writers seem to be 
agreed that both Du Bois’ and Christy’s 
finds were abnormal growths of II. vulgare, 
and In the latest (fith) edition of Bablng- 
ton's “ Manual ” (42, 1904) it is definitely 
stated: “ Clstus surrejanus, ‘English 
Botany,’ 2,207, is n garden form. H. vulg. 
pet. fl. peraugustis (‘ Dill. Ilort. Elth.,’ 
145) was again found near Croydon by the 
late Mr. Christy and is a monstrosity.” 
In the most recent British flora Dr. F. N. 
Williams “ Prod. Fl. Brit.” II., 570, 1912, 
makes no mention of the Surrey plant. 

As I have been working for some time 
upon a proposed new flora for this county 
I have naturally become very interested in 
this peculiar plant of the Croydon district, 
and hoped that either the “ monstrosity ” 
might be again detected in a living state or 
that I should light upon the “ garden 
form,” C. surrejanus, in catalogues of 
nurserymen. No such fortune came my 
way, but the first signs of success arrived 
in reading Gardening for June Kith last, 
where, ou page 322, in an article headed 
“ The Effects of the Winter,” I saw it was 
mentioned that “ most of the Hclinnlhe- 


mums have survived. A little one called 
surrejanum has suffered most.” It was 
sad reading, but I was overjoyed to be 
upon its track. 

Tiie object of this note is to ask if the 
plant is still well known in cultivation, 
and where it could be obtained, and to beg 
those growers who make a particular study 
of the genus to give the information 
whether the garden plant agrees with the 
figure of C. surrejanus in “ English 
Botany” (t. 2.207) or is, rather, the sjmri- 
ous “ monstrosity ” (which, by the bye, 
seems to have existed for a century) found 
by Du Bois and others, and which apjiears 
to be merely a nnrrow-petalled “ sport ” of 
H. vulgare. C. E. Salmon. 

Reigale, Surrey. 


AMONG THE HARDY FLOWERS. 
Aster diffcsus horizontalis.— This comes 
in when there are few other Michaelmas 
Daisies, hut is of no use to those who 
want large blooms. It grows from 2 feet 
to 3 feet high, and Is very useful for cut¬ 
ting when other hardy flowers are scarce. 

Tiie Naples Sowbread.—' The flowers of 
Cyclamen neapoiitanum are Just over, 
and -the leaves, marbled with light green 
and white on a deeper green ground, are 
beginning to be very beautiful in a clump 
at the foot of a tree. Even those who do not 
admire plants with variegated leaves have 
a good word to say for tiie Naples Sow¬ 
bread. 1 have always practised what 
may be called -the orthodox treatment for 
it. This is to plant it in loam and leaf- 
soli with some pieces of limestone or 
mortar rubble broken up among the com¬ 
post. For lovers of rock plants this 
Cyclamen is a boon. It comes when 
there are few other rock plants, and its 
leaves are pretty all the winter. 

Dahlia Glare of the Garden.—I was 
pleased to see the commendation of this 
Dahlia by “ W. McGuffog ” (page 011), 
who says it “maintains its popularity." 
This may possibly be correct as regards 
his locality, but I fear that it is not so 
popular in many quarters, and I hope 
that ills note may bring it under the 
notice of many who do not cultivate it. 
For cutting it is invaluable, giving lots 
of flowers, which have, as Mr. McGuffog 
remarks, long stems. It is neArly hardy 
in mild places in well-drained soils. 

Viola corntjta.— It may seem super¬ 
fluous to recommend this old favourite, 
but I find many never grow it. It is very 
useful in borders, and worth growing in 
reasonable numbers in rock gardens. I 
prefer a good blue variety to the dark 
purple one which has had such a run of 
favour. I like the white variety also. 
Its only faults are that it seeds and sows 
itself ratiler freely and grows rather big. 
If kept cut back at intervals it may be 
made neater. By doing this in early 
summer one secures a good display of 
flowers in autumn. 

Viola striata.—I am not enamoured of 
this variegated flower, for such it is. 
Like some other North American Violets 
which have come under my notice, V. 
striata has too few flowers for the quan¬ 
tity of foliage it bears—at least, this has 
been tiie case with me. 

Cotoneaster horizontalis.— This season 
this has been prettier than I can remem¬ 
ber it. The fan-like branches were 
strung with dainty, small flowers, and in 
autumn the scarlet berries have been most 
delightful. Writing this towards the end 
of the second week of November, these 
red fruits are still aglow, hut their bril¬ 
liant colouring, which showed so well 
against the deep-green, glossy loaves, is 
modified bv autumn tints on -the foliage. 
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These berries do not appear to be attrac¬ 
tive to the birds uuless I hey are in sore 
want. 

An Amateur of Hardy Flowers. 


THE GOLD BUD. 

(Kibenoeshoma palmata). 
Deterred by the appalling botanical name, 
I neglected and forgot this, thinking it a 
mere curiosity; but it got a place in a 
rough border of shrubs. One wet day 
in September I saw something that 
looked like blobs of gold, and very hand¬ 
some; and going near, found it was the 
Japanese plant ‘with repulsive botanical 
name worthy to rank with the pseudo- 


reach 4 feet or more liigh—the growth ter¬ 
minated by a lax panicle of which the 
buds are globular or nearly so, and the 
tlowers tubular with some inclination to 
a contracted condition about the middle. 
At this stage they are 1J inches or more 
[ in length. On some of the examples 
j shown there must have been at least two 
| dozen blooms and buds, hence the flower¬ 
ing would be long continued. It gave the 
| impression of a profuse-flowering plant 
rather than one of effective display. The 
colour Is golden-canary. 

E. II. Jenkins. 


VOTES AND REPLIES. 

Lilium speciosum failing _I will lie glad 


dens in which at one time it used to do so 
well. Various remedies have been tried, 
hut up to the present none of them seem to 
have given general satisfaction. Spraying 
the plants with a solution of 2 ozs. of sul¬ 
phide of potassium dissolved in three gal¬ 
lons of water lias been recommended, at 
the same time removing any decaying foli¬ 
age and burnlug it. Lifting the bulbs and 
shaking them up in a bag of sulphur have 
in some cuscs proved efficacious.] 

Planting climbers. —Could you or one of 

your readers give me the names of three 
' or four climbers suitable for the following: 
| (1) For young Sycamore trees, 15 feet to 
| 20 feet high, with about 5 feet or G feet 
| of clean stem. | Clematis monlana .— Ed.] 


Japanese plant 


(Gold Dud) (Kircngcshoma palmata) in Japanese vase. 



I .a ri x and other examples of vain erudi¬ 
tion in nomenclature. We know from 
many names in use (Iris, Lilium, Codrus) 
that the hideous construction of names 
of plants is not a necessary part of 
lotany, and hence the need of an English 
name if we can get one easy to keep in 
mind. W. 

Sussex. 

-This, native of Japan, was with¬ 
out doubt the hardy plant of outstanding 
merit at the Drill Hall meeting on Sep¬ 
tember 11th, when it was noted in unusu¬ 
ally good form in an exhibit from the 
Alder River Nursery Company. Of 
greater vigour than was originally anti¬ 
cipated—the now established examples 
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to know why the enclosed bulbs of Lilium 
lancifolium (speciosum) failed to flower? 
The bulbs, in two long borders, came up, 
and formed quantities of flower-buds, but 
before blooming all seemed to damp off. 
The foliage became brown, and hardly a 
flower appeared. The bulbs have been 
about five years in the Ixurdor, and have 
never failed before. They have now all 
been lifted, and appear to lie perfectly 
sound. They are to lie replanted with 
fresh peat; but I would like to know cause 
of failure.—T., Co. Wicklow. 

[The cause of failure was quite clear 
from the remains of the decayed flowering 
stems, showing that they had been attacked 
by that terrible disease which has de¬ 
stroyed the Madonna Lily in so many gar- 


12) For covering wire netting which is pro¬ 
tecting herbaceous plants from the rab¬ 
bits. [A email-lea ved Ivy. like Caen II ood. 
—En.] (3) Climbers—Clematis preferred 
—for running over bushes, such as 
Cboisya, Escallonias, and Fuchsias. I 
want easily-grown climbers; but at the 
same time not too coarse or rampant to 
injure the bushes. [ Clematis campani/lora. 
unrt C. Viticella.- —Eu.l.—X. Y. A. 

Campanula versicolor, Boltonia lati- 
squama, Heuchera metallica. —Will some 
reader kindly tell me the height of above 
three plants, colour of flowers, month of 
blooming, and if worth growing? If you 
can, I should be glad to know in whose 
catalogue I can find them. I have 
scare I led an four in vain,I and I fail to find 
.. . 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

FREEING THE APRICOT. 

When a boy I saw the death or half-death 
of the Apricot In a garden with every ad¬ 
vantage of shelter and soil. Any refer¬ 
ences to books only led to guesses and 
mystification as to cause, and there was 
no cure. Man is apt to err, whether he 
labels himself a “scientist” or not, and 
apiong his errors was giving the Apricot 
as a native of Armenia. It is now proved 
to be a native of N. China. Of the exact 
region and its soil nothing is known. There 
is some description of it in the following 
by an American observer in China with 
some gardening training, but the land is so 
vast and so full of interest to a farmer or 
gardener that very little has ns yet been 
told about its history. The lesson we have 
to learn is how to get over the mistakes 
now made as regards this fine fruit since 
it was grown in European gardens with 
poor results. It was grafted not only on 
a wholly distinct species, but on a plant of 
a different country. Why graft it at all, 
save to perpetuate a distinct variety—quite 
a true aim—but there was no chance of 
grafting on the mother tree as it was not 
in our land, and so men worked the Apricot 
on a Plum, with results which we all know 
in Britain. In some parts of France, 
where the tree is grown for the market, it 
only lives four years, struggling with the 
Plum. 

Owing to the kindness of friends in 
China I hoi* to get seed of the wild tree to 
allow of choice varieties being grafted on 
the seedlings, but there is another way, 
and that is to raise from seed trees of the 
best known varieties. Such seedlings 
would vary, good and i>oor varieties result¬ 
ing, but by growing them in small form it 
would be a simple affair to get rid of the 
less good. In raising seedlings of the best 
known kinds we might raise distinct and 
new varieties of our own. Given a good 
form on its own roots increase by suckers 
or layers might be practised. W. 

Sussex. 

The Apricot (Prunus armoniuca) is 
found in a wild state in many places in 
northern China, Manchuria, ami 
northern Korea, and therefore it is no 
surprise to find it grown as a fruit- 
tree on a large scale. There are red, 
orange, yellow, red-and-white, and 
white-si>otted varieties in cultivation. 
In size there is also great variation. 
The Chinese bud and graft their 
Apricots u|ton seedliug Apricot stocks 
aud also upon the wild Peach (Amyg- 
dalus Davidiana). The trees generally 
are not grown in regular orchards, but 
In small lots of a few trees each. A 
decomposed granite or gravelly soil is 
preferred, and the trees thrive esiieci- 
ally well on terraces on the mountain 
sides. The Shantung Province is 
famous for its line Apricots, and there 
arc several varieties there that are well 
worth Introducing. There is also a 
strain of Apricots in the Chihli Pro¬ 
vince that has sweet edible kernels. 
These keruels are sold as Almonds, and 
have created the impression that the 
Almond occurs In China. However, I 
have never seen a single true Almond- 
tree in China, although I believe' that 
in certain sections they would grow to 
I>erfeetion. Apricots are nearly always 
eaten in China when not quite ripe, 
even small, hard, green fruit being 
eagerly eaten in early summer. Some 
of the less juicy and more acid varie¬ 
ties arc cut in half and dried, and sold 
during the winter months as delicacies. 
Tlie Chinese say that a tea made from 
these Apricots is very wholesome, puri- 

Digitizedby CjOO^lC 


fying the blood and being laxative. 
Various compotes are made from the 
ripe and partly ripe fruit in which 
sugar and honey play a considerable 
part. Some of these delicacies are very 
good. 

Wild Apricots of northern China, 
Manchuria, eastern Siberia, and 
northern Korea. —It has been proved 
that the Apricot is able to stand far 
more cold and drought than is at pre¬ 
sent supposed. One finds the shrubby 
wild Apricots all over the mountains 
of northern China and southern Man¬ 
churia, and forms which develop into 
regular trees occur in northern Korea, 
northern Manchuria, and eastern 
Siberia. I saw giant Apricot-trees 
growing in a mountain ravine near 
Tchnngsong in northern Korea, fully 
40 feet, the trunk of one measuring 
10 feet in circumference. The fruit, 
however, is small and worthless, but 
as a stock and for hybridising it might 
be of very great value. 

Apricot kernels. — Foreigners in 
China are often served in various 
homes aud hotels with so-called 
Almond cake. One of the main in¬ 
gredients of this cake is sweet kernels, 
so closely resembling Almonds that 
even intelligent foreigners believe that 
they are eating genuine Almonds. 
These so-called Chinese Almonds are 
the kernels of a particular kind of 
Apricot, grown exclusively for Its 
seeds. There are several varieties of 
Apricots that produce these seeds. The 
best one has small red fruit with large, 
medium-soft stones, and sweet kernels. 
The tree of this particular variety is of 
very erect growth, quite distinct from 
ull other varieties of Apricots. It is 
propagated by grafting upon seedling 
stocks. Another variety bears some¬ 
what larger fruit, also of a red colour, 
but tlie tree is of an open habit. Then 
there is a yellow-fleshed variety that 
resembles tlie preceding one very much 
in habit of growth. The stones of the 
last two varieties are not so easily 
cracked, however, as those of tlie first- 
mentioned kind. Another variety has a 
bitter kernel, used only in small quan¬ 
tities to give flavour to confectionery 
and to make the so-called Chinese 
Almond soup. In preparing tlie soup, 
Rice is cooked until it is quite soft, 
then pounded and mixed with water 
until it closely resembles milk, then a 
few bitter “Almonds” are ground up 
and mixed with this Rice milk, some 
sugar is added, and it is served hot. 
It makes a delicious, stimulating soup 
of which the Chinese are very fond of 
partaking in tlie evening just before 
retiring. The sweet Apricot kernels 
are often served with true Nuts and 
Raisins. Sometimes they are salted. 
They look and taste exactly like small 
salted Almonds, so that it really is no 
wonder that foreigners have come to 
consider them as a particular kind of 
Chinese Almond.—T. N. Meyer in 
Bulletin 201f. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Orache or Mountain Spinach. —Do you 

know Orache or Mountain Spinach and 
what it is like? There are, I see, three 
varieties of this, among which are a red 
and a yellow form.— Inquirer. 

[The Garden Orache or Mountain 
Spinach (Atriplex hortensis) is a tall, 
erect-growing, hardy annual, a native of 
Tartary, and introduced in 3548. It is not 
much grown in this country, but in France, 
under tlie name of Arroclie, it is grown, to 
some extent, for the sake of Its large and 
somewhat succulent leaves, which are used 


either alone as Spinach or mixed with 
Sorrel to correct its acidity. The quality 
of the Mountain Spinach is inferior to 
that of tlie common Spinach, or even of 
the New Zealand Spinach, but its leaves 
being abundantly produced during the 
summer it is at times found useful for 
cooking. There are several varieties, 
differing only in the colour of the leaves 
and stems, which vary from pale green to 
a reddish-purple.] 

Lentils. —The edible legumes are chiefly 
Peas, Beans, and Lentils. The Lentil's 
especially deserve to bp better known than 
they are, liecause they are delicious in 
soups and roasts—affording a far better 
variety than Peas or Beans. 

Cream of Lentil soup. —One cup 
Lentils, three tablespoonfuls flour, two 
cupfuls milk, two teaspoonfuls salt, three 
tablespoonfuls butter. Soak the Lentils 
over night in three cupfuls of water. 
Then onok two to three hours. When 
tender, rub through a colander and add 
sufficient hot water to make one pint of 
uree. Make a white sauce of the butter, 
our, and milk, and add gradually to the 
Lentil puree; reheat, salt, and serve. 

Lentil and Potato loaf. —One and 
three-quarter cupfuls Lentil puree, two 
tablespoonfuls butter, quarter cup cream, 
one teaspoonful salt, one-third teaspoonful 
Sage, two cupfuls rieed Potato. To pre¬ 
pare the Lentil puree, put one cupful of 
raw Lentils to .soak over night. Then cook 
in boiling water until tender, which will 
usually require an hour or more. When they 
are almost done, allow tlie water - to evapo¬ 
rate until the Lentils are quite dry. Put 
them through a colander to form the 
puree. Then mix with the puree the 
butter, cream, salt., and Sage. To prepare 
the Potatoes, peel and cook two or three 
medium-sized Potatoes in boiling salted 
water until tender. Drain and dry by 
shaking gently over the flame. Force 
through a ricer or colander, season with 
butter, and, if necessary, additional salt. 
Place the Lentil mixture in the bottom of 
a buttered baking dash or pan and on top 
of this place a layer of the mashed Potato. 
Brush tlie top with a little cream or melted 
butter and bake until nicely browned.— 
Good Health. 

Bottled fruit. —It is very important that 
everybody who lias Jwttled fruit according 
to the Food Production Department, should 
inspect the bottles from time to time. If 
it has not already been done, the screw 
top of each bottle should lie unscrewed in 
order to make sure that the vacuum pro¬ 
duced after heating the fruit was sufficient 
to hold the glass cover firmly in place. 
Unlees the glass cover remains firmly in 
position after the screw-top is removed the 
preserved fruit will not keep. The jars of 
which the glass covers are loose should, if 
the contents are still sweet, be sterilised 
again. The most inqiortant things in con¬ 
nection with the bottling of fruit and vege¬ 
tables are :—(1) A good rubber ring, and 
(2) a firmly-attached glass cover. If the 
glass cover Is loose it is a sure sign that 
the bottling lias not been properly done. 
It follows, therefore, that everyone who 
has a stick of preserved fruit should go 
over it at tlie earliest opportunity, remove 
the screw tops, and make sure that the 
glass covers are tight. 

Pear Marie Louise. —This is not only 
one of tlie most delicious Pears, but, in 
my experience, one of the most regular 
croppers, never failing to bear well. It 
seems to have a tendency to make an in¬ 
ordinate number of fruit-buds, and unless 
these are thinned, it will often exhaust 
itself in flowering. Until I made drastic 
reductions in the buds I never had any 
crop worth speaking of; but since I did so, 
a good many years ago, I have had splen¬ 
did crops every year. A pleasing feature 
of this is the beautiful autumn colouring 
which its leaves take on, in some years 
quite brilliant. —North London. 
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ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER GARDEN8. 

A STONECROP AND HOUSELEEK 
GARDEN. 

My collection of these rock and alpine 
plants I threw on the roof of a garden 
porch and never troubled about them 
since. Sun and frost they face, and 
never get any care beyond clearing off the 
dead flowering stems. The roof is of old 
stones saved from old stone-covered barns 
and cottages built when such rooting was 
the rule—before the coming of slate. 
Such roofing-stone is yet to lie had in 
various counties. The rough surface 
helps the plants to attach themselves to 
their abode. They are at first placed on a 
patch of earth and cow manure when 
there is time to give them this start; but 
often a flake of Stonecrop is thrown up 
on the roof, where it has to gather 


things as Aubrietias, Iberis, and Arabis 
with rock or alpine plants, and which 
grow like weeds in cottagers’ gardens, 
and yet year after year one sees them 
recommended for the rock garden, which 
should be a place for things which need 
totally different conditions from those 
which obtain in the hardy flower border. 

I have just been looking through a list 
which was compiled by one of our lead¬ 
ing traders for the use of beginners in 
the culture of rock plants, it is evidently 
the work of a man with the most ele¬ 
mentary knowledge of this class of plant, 
and the plants must have been selected 
in a haphazard way. Aubrietias, Arabis 
aihida, Alyssum saxatile, Iberis corre- 
mfolia, all of them simple cottage-garden 
flowers, are classed among the “ best 
alpine and rock plants.” The inclusion 
of Actenas in such a list seems to be little 
short of criminal, and whoever plants 
them in close connection with alpine 


bination, hut the mass of rose-coloured 
flowers on a carpet of creamy-white blos¬ 
soms and tender green foliage was very 
charming. By no stretch of imagination 
can Crucianella stylosa be termed a rock 
plant. The Crucianella is a very good 
thing for the woodland or for planting 
among low-growing shrubs where the soil 
is very poor and dry in summer. I have 
it in an extremely dry spot,, where rain 
runs away from it in summer, and where 
most things would perish; and even 
under such unfavourable conditions I am 
obliged every year to resort to the spade 
to keep it in bounds. Going to the ex¬ 
pense of building a rockery, preparing 
the .soil in ttie special manner required for 
delicate-rooted plants, and then occupying 
It with such coarse - rooted, rampant 
things are a loss of time and money. 

I pity the man who invests in the pur¬ 
chase of Indian Primroses and plants on 
a sunny rockery. These Primroses ro- 



.-1 Stonecrop and Houseleek garden. 


its own nourishment from air or water, 
and the wonder Is that it does it. \V. 
Sussex. 


ROCK PLANTS. 

The difficulty experienced by those be¬ 
ginning the culture of alpine plants is to 
know what to grow and what to avoid. 
The inexperienced person who takes in 
hand the growth of plants which are ad¬ 
mittedly so hard lo please as to tax the < 
skill of experienced growers is bound to 
suffer disappointment. This may cause 
some to come to the conclusion that alpine 
plants are not for them. The beginner 
needs some encouragement, and this he 
certainly does not get if at the end of the 
first year tie finds a large proportion of 
his plants from which he expected health 
and beauty in a debilitated condition and 
in some cases dead. At the same time I 
would warn him against growing many ] 
of the so-called rock plants, which no ■ 
more need rock work than does a Sun¬ 
flower. It is really/TO* bad to dais such I 
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plants will rue the day lie did so. They 
throw out underground steins which work 
in a most insidious way round and under 
stones, and appear suddenly several feet 
from tlie plant, and often in the centre 
of a delicate-rooted alpine, which they 
promptly proceed to choke. The white 
Thyme also mentioned is nearly as bad. 
It is a lovely hardy plant, which, when 
in bloom, lias a singular attraction for 
beautiful Insects. I have had broad 
pa I clips of it covered with tortoise-shell 
and Black Admiral butterflies and varied 
kinds of bumble bees; but all this may 
be dearly paid for if it is associated with 
aliiine plants. It probably seeds freely, 
as I found young plants at some distance 
from the parent plants. I was rather 
amused to witness the struggle for 
mastery between this Thyme and ,tlie 
Maiden Pink ; the Thyme certainly got 
the best of it for a season or two, and 
seemed to have killed the latter, and then 
seedlings appealed in the very heart of 
the Thyme, flourished amazingly, and 
bloomed freely. It was a curious com- 


quire a certain amount of shade and mois¬ 
ture, and in any case are uncertain in 
the majority of gardens. in exposed 
places their very early blooming nature 
exjioses them to injury from frost. An- 
drosaees are not for the tyro—they should 
lie kept in reserve for the time when the 
grower realises the difficulties as well as 
the joys of alpine plant culture. There 
are, moreover, thousands of sjiecies and 
varieties of alpine and rock plants, and 
it would take a very large area to accom¬ 
modate, the whole of them. Therefore, 
let tlie beginner start on the lowest rung 
of the ladder and slowly mount upwards, 
so that he will in the end be able to deal 
satisfactorily with those things that in 
the earlier stat; of his existence as a 
grower of a I pines would have puzzled and 
disappointed him. 

Those who may be thinking of begin¬ 
ning the culture of alpines which arc 
true rock plants will find the following 
satisfactorySaxifraga altissima, S. 
Aizoon and its varietiefe, including rosea 
and flaveseensr, S. intermedia rosularis, S. 
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Hosti and any of the mossy kinds, which, 
as they love moisture, should be on the 
lower part of the rock garden. Anten- 
naria dioica, Arenaria moutana, Dianthus 
dcltoides, I). noglectus, and D. arenarius, 
Phlox setacea and its varieties, Semper- 
vivnm araehnoidenm, S. violaceum, and 
S. triste, Asperula Gussoni. Primula Sie- 
boldi, Tunica Snxifraga, Veronica cws- 
pitosa, Geum Heldreiehl, and many 
others should also ho included. 

,T. Cornhiu,. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Plants for wall, —I am indebted to you 
for the information given in a recent 
issue of Gardening. Might I further 
trouble you to suggest the names of a few 
plants (alpines and the like) suitable for 
planting between the stones of an almost 
perpendicular wall—plants which when 
well grown make tufts up to a foot long ?— 

w. n. 

[There is quite a number of plants suited 
to the purposes you name, though success 
in such matters depends Largely on the 
way the work is done and whether there is 
a food supply for the plants near at hand. 
Walls already existing require more care¬ 
ful planting than others planted when be¬ 
ing built, though in not a few instances 
the better grouping results are secured 
where the planting is done subsequently to 
the building of the wall. In your ease you 
should aim to get small, well-rooted ex¬ 
amples, freshly-rooted cuttings, for ex¬ 
ample, being excellent, taking care to in¬ 
sert the roots well hack into the soil. Suit¬ 
able subjects are Aubrietias, and of these 
you might select T)r. Mules, Souvenir de 
W. Ingram, Lavender, and tauricola. Varie¬ 
ties of Phlox subulata are all good, Nel¬ 
son!, atropurpurea, lilaeina, and G. F. Wil¬ 
son ,being a good set. Other suitable plants 
are Silene maritima fl.-pl., Thymus lanu¬ 
ginosa, T. Serpyllum eocc’nea, Campanula 
muralis, C. eaespitosa, C. garganica, C. g. 
alba, 0. g. W. Paine, Crucianella stylosa, 
Dianthus deltoides Brilliant, Hutchinsia 
alpina, Hypericum fragile, Saponaria 
oeymoides splendens. Tunica Saxifraga 
alba plena, and Veronica rupestris.] 

Sedum brevifolium Pottsi. — Although 
this beautiful little Sedum (a plant of 
which was given to me by Mr. E. C. Bux¬ 
ton about a year ago) lias not flowered, it 
has increased freely by means of its leaves. 
The little rounded leaves of S. Pottsi are 
cast off tiie parent stem and roll away until 
they lodge in a suitable lied on the rock- 
face, and there they take root. The thick, 
fleshy leaf supplies its tiny rootlet with 
moisture and sustenance until it becomes 
established, and In a very short time a new 
plant is formed. At any rate, that is how 
it appears to me, and S. b. Pottsi can “ in¬ 
crease and multiply ” without ever flower¬ 
ing or setting seed. This mode of propaga¬ 
tion is, of course, not uncommon, many of 
the Opuntias, for example, increasing in 
much the same manner. But while S. b. 
Pottsi lias obliged by freely indulging in 
this means of reproduction, S. dasyphyllum 
steadfastly refuses to shed any offspring.— 
A. T. Johnson. 

The Dittany of Crete (Origanum Dic- 
tamnus).—Tltis is a pretty little subject 
for warm, well-drained situations in ihe 
rock garden. It makes a compact, sub- 
shrubljy growth of stiff, upright stems, 
some G inches to 8 inches nigh, and 
covered with grey-green foliage often deli¬ 
cately marbled with purple. Throughout 
the season it produces a number of droop¬ 
ing, Hop-like heads, daintily adorned with 
bright purple flowers. It is not quite 
hardy ill all places, but with me it strug¬ 
gled bravely turough the rigours of last 
winter without protection. It seems in¬ 
different to drought.—A. T. J. 
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FRUIT. 

FRUIT IN SMALL GARDENS. 

The value of having sufficient fruit in 
small gardens and allotments to furnish a 
supply of wholesome food during the 
greater part of the year has been apparent 
all through the liast season, and is likely 
to continue well into 1918, with everything 
in the way of eatables scarce and dear. 
From my small garden—about 20 rods—I 
shall have sufficient to meet the require¬ 
ments of a household of three for ten 
months of the year, besides a certain 
amount used for preserving and bottling. 
For tbe two latter purposes I was able to 
obtain a plentiful supply of excellent 
Blackberries. Of tbe larger fruits, Apples 
and Plums are undoubtedly the most use¬ 
ful to the small householder, and I was 
fortunate enough to iind five small stan¬ 
dard trees in the garden, which, with a 
little special attention alike to root and 
branch, have improved immensely, and 
seldom fail to produce fair crops. The 
varieties, too, Keswick Codlin, Blenheim, 
and a good late sort alike for eating and 
cooking until the end of March, in Apples, 
and Orleans and a large, round sort some¬ 
thing like Kirke’s in Plums are service¬ 
able, regarded both from their actual value 
and their diversity of season. 

I did not And any small fruits in the 
garden, so made good the deficiency ns 
soon as possible, so far as space allowed, 
with the things likely to prove most use¬ 
ful—a few Raspberries, Whinham's Indus¬ 
try and Warrington Gooseberries, with 
Black, Red, and White Currants. 1 liken 
few White Currants to use with the Red, 
as they counteract the acidity. In a gar¬ 
den of the size above mentioned all bush 
fruits may be planted somewhat more 
thickly than is usually recommended, and 
kept within bounds by tbe judicious use of 
the knife. I noted above that five small 
standard trees were found in the garden. 
This often happens in villages, and where 
the varieties are good, the trees healthy, 
and of fairly presentable appearance it is 
well to keep them, at any rate until others 
come into bearing, because the size and 
quality can generally be improved if the 
ground has been neglected. If, however, 
the garden is without Apples and riums I 
should certainly plant a few cordons, which 
would do remarkably well in this fairly 
bolding soil, and one could got a nice 
variety of fruit from a small area. Again, 
where tbe hedge dividing from other gar¬ 
dens or road is thin, an occasional good 
Bramble or Loganberry can be planted in¬ 
side and kept free of the ground by a few 
stakes, to which the shoots may be loosely 
tied. E. B. S. 

Hardwick. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Strawberries under wire cage _I have a 

large fruit cage, one part of which has 
been planted with Strawberries for several 
seasons, and manured moderately each 
year. It is very good ground ; and as it 
is so much more convenient to have Straw¬ 
berries in the cage instead of separately 
netted outside, I want to know if there is 
anything I ought to put into the ground 
in the way of a dressing, so that it would 
not matter planting Strawberries again 
on the same ground? The rest of Un¬ 
cage is planted with Raspberries, Cu. - 
rants, and Gooseberries, so I cannot take 
a new piece of ground in at. I cannot 
afford to spend much on patent manures, 
and shall tie grateful if you will tell me 
the best and cheapest method.—G. R. S. 

[As you wish to avoid planting Straw¬ 
berries other than in the cage mentioned, 
and ns, in these circumstances, it is out of 
tiie question to give them a ehauge of 


ground, a complete change of food should 
be afforded. We are not quite certain, 
after reading your note, whether you are 
about to replant, or if you are desirous of 
learning what is best to afford the plants 
in the way of a top-dressing. In the latter 
case, and assuming you have been relying 
hitherto on farmyard or stable manureor 
a combination of both, we advise the ap¬ 
plication-of a dressing of basic slag to tbe 
surface between tiie rows at tiie rate of 
G ozs. to the square yard. This should be 
lightly pointed in or mixed with the soil 
by hoeing. Then early in February ap¬ 
ply 3 ozs. of superphosphate of lime and 
1 oz. of sulphate of ammonia to tiie square 
yard, and hoe or well rake it in. If the 
ground has to lie dug now to get it in readi¬ 
ness for spring planting, as much as J lb. 
of basic slag may be dug in and intimately 
mixed with the soil. The superphosphate 
and sulphate should be applied and forked 
in prior to planting. All three manures 
are fairly inexjiensive, and would be suit¬ 
able for your soil. Better results would, 
of course, follow if a change of soil were 
possible, and is still worth considering 
even if you had to purchase netting for tbe 
protection of tbe crop.] 

Pruning cordon Apples _I have just 

planted some vouug dessert Apples, and 
wish to grow them on single stems trained 
to wires. The trees arc each 4 feet to 
5 feet high, and have a number of shoots 
at side and top, some of them 12 inches 
to 15 inches long. Will you please say 
liow they should be pruned?— Novice. 

[The side shoots and all but one at tiie 
top of each, which should l>e the central 
one, or leader as it is termed, i.e., the 
shoot which continues and carries on the 
extension of the stems, should be cut back 
to four buds to form spurs, shortening the 
lenders to one-half or a" third of their» 
length, according to the strength and ripe¬ 
ness of the wood.] 

Apple Mabbot’s Pearmain_I am send¬ 

ing you some fruits of an Apple I should 
be glad to know tiie name of. Judging 
from the general appearance, colour, and 
texture of flesh it must be some kind of 
I’earmain. I knew it was not Claygate, 
Old Pearmain, or Mannington. Some time 
back I had a note on the Pearmain Apples, 
but was taken to task by someone, who 
said I had exaggerated their merits.— 
E. B. S., Hardwick. 

[The name of your Apple Is as above, and 
it is but seldom seen, due, in great mea¬ 
sure, no doubt, to its being but seldom 
planted. The quality is far superior to 
that of many Apples holding high positions 
in tiie dessert section. It is of upright 
growth and bears freely. The fruit is of 
true Pearmain shape, with a bright rosy 
flush on the side exposed to the sun. As a 
dessert Apple for mid-winter use it de¬ 
serves extended cultivation.] 

Pear Conference. —This as a very good 
Pear in every way-—large, melting, of 
first-class flavour, and very free-fruiting 
as a bush. It is in good condition about 
the middle of November.—N. L. 

- The flavour of fruit is greatly in¬ 
fluenced by soil and surroundings. Added 
to this, individual tastes vary, thus ac- 
coTmting for the opinions on this subject 
expressed by different writers. As to this 
Pear, a particularly contradictory state¬ 
ment was made a short time since in a 
gardening contemporary. One writer re¬ 
ferred to Pear Conference as belonging to 
the “greengrocer’s shop-window and hotel 
dessert class,” whereas, in the same num¬ 
ber, Mr. E. A. Bunyard writes of this 
Pear as “ of Calabash shape, flesh melting, 
and good. If only one Pear is to lie 
grown, this is the one.” With such a 
divergence of opinion as this, one can 
understand the uninitiated being greatly 
puzzled as to what course to adopt.—W. T. 
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BEES. 

A SUCCESSFUL APIARY ON 
INEXPENSIVE LINES. 

The accompanying illustration is that of 
an amateur's apiary, managed in the most 
simple manner, which has been very pro¬ 
fitable to its owner. A word or two about 
it may be not only interesting, but also en¬ 
couraging to any who may be contem¬ 
plating a hive or two of bees. Mr. X took 
up bees five years ago to provide himself 
with some outdoor intellectual refresh¬ 
ment as a relief from his professional 
duties. Two united “ easts ” hived into an 
old straw skep and the purchase of a six- 
l>onny book represent the sum total of tiro 
actual start, and it was resolved at the 
outset to do the thing thoroughly, not 
allowing this hobby to 'become expensive 
and never borrowing anyone to manipulate 
the bees. Space forbids a detailed account 
of the many happenings since that little 
modest beginning—the mistakes which did 
but strengthen resolve, the first proud but 
not large successes which stimulated 
further advance, the making of hives, etc., 
as wanted, the growth of a love of bees 
and bee-keeping which observation of their 
wonderful ways provoked, not to mention 
the joy of an interested but bee-dreading 
wife, as often as she was called upon to 
surrender a large part of her jam-cupboard 
for the honey. This year (1917) her hus¬ 


band presented her with over 2J cwt. of 
this precious commodity, and the cujiboard 
is far too small. 

It will be noticed that there are hives of 
different shapes. The first one on the left 
is a straw skep hive. Mr. X maintains 
that every apiary should include one such 
hive, the reason and treatment of which 
we cannot stay to give. The covering is 
simply the roof of an old bar-frame hive 
to save buying a proiier trade cover. The 
other hives are all home-made, and take 
crates, frames, etc., of the recognised stan¬ 
dard size. The external parts are not 
interchangeable exactly, but if the amateur 
wishes to save from £1 to £2 on each hive 
by making his own, he must surrender this 
undoubted convenience, unless his skill in 
carpentry be considerable. These hives 
were made with few tools, out of packing- 
case wood, which is not always of exactly 
suitable dimensions. The type of roof is 
immaterial, providing it is weather-proof 
and not heavy, but that of number 2 is 
obviously better than that of number 3. 
Hives 2 and fi are the best in every way, 
and easiest to make. Porch or no porch 
matters little or nothing. The points to 
notice especially in this apiary are the 
following :—The aspect is south, protected 
from the north, north-east, and north-west 
by evergreen busbes. The hives are set 
about 5 feet apart on ashes and bricks, with 
walking space behind rendering inspection 
and manipulation eas#. The G*ass is 
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short all round and under, thus ensuring 
dryness through free circulation of air and 
sunshine, and the hives stand up well from 
the ground. In front of each is a slate to 
enable the laden home-coming boo to rise 
if it misses the alighting-board. The 
hives are well (Minted. This last point is 
to be noted. Not only does paint keep out 
the wet, but it makes the hives a pleasing 
ornament to garden and grounds. These 
hives are, of course, out of the way of 
timid people. Lastly, the apiary under re¬ 
view occupies a slight bank which would 
otherwise bo wasted ground, between a 
Laurel hedge and a field fence. 

II. It. II. 


THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

Ix bloom November 27th. — Escallonia 
montevidensis, Jasminum nudiflorum, 
Laurustinus, Veronicas (in variet//), 
Clioisya ternata, Correa magniflea, Andro¬ 
meda polifolia, Amelia rupestris, Rosma¬ 
rinus prostraius. Polygala Chamwbuxus 
lutea, P. C. purpurea, Lithospermum pro¬ 
stratum Heavenly Blue, Parochetus com¬ 
munis, double Arabis, Tufted Pansies, 
Isabella curdinalis, Clirysogonum virgini- 
antitn, fiepeta Mussini, Corydalis lutea, 
Mccouopsis cambrica. Iris stylosa, Stem- 
bergia lutea. Ericas (in variety), Menzie- 
slas, Roses, Pampas Grasses. 

The week’s wobk. —All spring-flower¬ 
ing bulbs should be planted ais soon as 


possible. Another batch of Anemone 
coronaria was planted during the week to 
succeed that planted in September. A 
temporary frame will he placed over these 
to protect them from frost and rain. By 
this means a plentiful supply of flowers 
which are very useful for cutting can l>e 
obtained. The roots may be planted at any 
time from September till March; but it i-s 
during the early spring months these 
flowers are valued most, so that it is 
scarcely worth while to defer planting so 
late as March. A rich sandy loam suits 
them best. Deep digging is essential, and 
a layer of decayed manure at the bottom 
of each trench is advisalile. Draw drills 
8 inches apart, 3 inches deep, and allow 
a distance of 6 inches between each root. 
Drawing drills is preferable to planting 
with a trowel, as it ensures planting at a 
uniform depth and a consequent regu¬ 
larity in flowering. The beds planted 
now will lie protected with a few 1 dry 
leaves held in position by branches of ever¬ 
greens. This protection must be removed 
as soon as growth appears. The bulbs of 
Hyacinthus eandicans are quite hardy, 
and may lie left in the ground for years; 
hut they succeed best if given a rest after 
flowering by lifting the bulbs just as the 
stems are decaying, and storing them in 
a dry shed for a short time. They may 
he planted at intervals from now till 
March. This plant associates well with 
blue Delphiniums, perennial Lobelias, or 
Salvia patens. Suceessional flower-spikes 
may he induced by cutting off each spike 
immediately its flowers are faded. These 


later ispikes will flower at the same time as 
Salvia patens. Alstrcemerias may bo 
planted now. They require a rich, warm, 
well-drained soil. A southern aspect is 
the best, and if the soil is not naturally 
light it .should bo specially prepared. 
They are deep-rooting subjects^ -therefore 
it is necessary to make the beds quite 
3 feet deep. Place some brick rubbish at 
tlie bottom for drainage, with some littery 
manure over the drainage, and fill up to 
within 9 inches of the desired level with 
loarn and leaf-mould in equal proportions, 
adding a fair quantity of coarse sand, if 
the plants have to l>e purchased they 
■should lie procured in pots. Plant them 
1 foot apart, and cover with 9 inches of 
soil—at this depth they will he safe from 
injury by frost. When once established 
they should never lie disturbed. Alstroc- 
nieria anrantdea is a strong-growing 
kind, 4 feet high, flowers orange-yellow, 
streaked with red. A. chilensis is not 
such a strong grower, but gives a wide 
range of colour from pale pink to deep 
orange and reel. 

Carnations in beds and borders should 
be examined at intervals during the 
winter, and if they have lieeome loosened 
in the soil through frost, made firm again. 
Th is should, if possible, be done when the 
soil is fairly dry. When this has lieen 
done the surface-soil should be stirred 
lightly with the hoe. Light dressings of 
soot will make the foliage distasteful to 
vermin of all kinds and also feed the roots 
of the plants. Plants growing in pots or 
boxes in cold frames should lie given an 
abundance of air at all times. Plenty of 
ventilation is necessary during mild, dull 
days when the atmosphere is charged with 
moisture, for dose, damp conditions 
favour the spread of disease. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall Gardens, Oundle, Nortliants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Hotbeds _As these will have to be 

largely depended on for the forcing of 
early vegetables in the New Year, old not - 
beds in the frame ground must either be 
oleared away or turned and thrown 
together in one corner of the yiard to 
undergo a further course of decomposition 
—i.e., if the materials ore found in need 
of it. A .sufficient quantity of the con¬ 
tents of beds which were made up entirely 
with leaves should lie held in reserve, and 
placed elsewhere for keeping up the stock 
of leaf-mould, as a good supply of this is 
needed in all gardens for various pur¬ 
poses. Hotbed manure, though not pos¬ 
sessing any great stimulative properties, 
is, all the same, valuable in many ways, 
not the least of wliich is its influence on 
cold and adhesive soils by lightening and 
rendering them much warmer. It is also 
valuable for placing at the bottom of 
Celery trenches, for mulching, for manur¬ 
ing flower-lieds and lioiders, and for top- 
dressing after it has been screened to free 
it of sticks, pieces of rotting wood, and 
stones. With the old beds out of the way, 
the accumulation of newly-fallen leaves 
can then lie dealt with. It is a good plan 
to have hotlieils partly in the ground, as 
they then hold their heat for a much 
longer period, and are less subject to 
weather influences than when built en¬ 
tirely above ground. The ground where 
the iiods are to lie made up should lie ex¬ 
cavated to a depth of from 2 feet to 3 feet, 
according to the quantity of leaves which 
have usually to he dealt, with. A rough 
wall of stone or of slabs nailed on to good, 
stout uprights serves to prevent the soil 
falling m and gives it a finished appear¬ 
ance. Arranged on these or similar lines, 
the frame ground then presents a much 
tidier appearance. 

Parsley and Chervil _Where provision 

for a winter supply in the event of hard 
weather setting in has not been made by 
planting a quantity of roots earlier in the 
season in pits or frames, a portion of that 
glowing outside should have a frame 
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placed over it, or improvise a frame, so 
that when necessary protection can lie 
afforded. Until then the plants should 
be left exposed to the outer ail. Paisley 
growing in pits and frames should have 
free exposure until a change of weather 
occurs. A good quantity, according to de¬ 
mand, of Chervil should be covered with 
hail (flights. 

Broad Beans. —Where the practice of 
sewing in autumn still obtains, advantage 
should be taken of a fine day, and if the 
soil is in fairly good working condition, of 
getting the .seed sown. Select a she] tens I 
piece of ground that iis in good heart, and 
sow the .seed in the usual way, but some¬ 
what more thickly than is usual, to allow 
for failures. Tfie old Mamgan Bean is 
hard to beat for autumn sowing. Beck’s 
Dwarf Gem is another good variety, hut 
is not quite so hardy as the first-named. 

Cauliflowers. —Plants in frames need all 
the ventilation that can be afforded to 
keep them from making a too free and 
tender growth, as well as to prevent the 
leaves becoming mildewed. As a further 
preventive, "it ns a good plan to occasion¬ 
ally stir between the plants and to keep 
the soil rather oil the dry side. Bun the 
sashes over them, and tilt them in wet 
weather. Plants set out under hand- 
lights need the same attention. In very 
frosty weather both handligliM and 
flames should be matted down. 

General work. —Kales, Broccoli, and 
Brussels Sprouts should be relieved of all 
tile lower leaves tliat are turning yellow 
or about to do so, which will allow of air 
circulating more freely among them to 
harden the steins and impart a tidier ap¬ 
pearance to the garden. Exhausted 
crops, whatever they may consist of, 
should be cleared away; Pea and Bean 
sticks pulled up, and if deemed worth 
keeping for another season put into a con¬ 
venient place so that the butt ends may 
he repointed some time duiing the winter. 
If of no further use they come in handy 
to help burn up any accumulation of rub¬ 
bish there may be later oil. 

PJum-tree pruning. — Trees growing 
against walls having a north and eastern 
aspect should receive attention in the way 
of pruning and training as soon as Morcllo 
Cherries are finished. The spurs on 
healthy trees are usually so well furnished 
with flower-buds that It is a temptation 
to leave them longer than they should be, 
with the result that the spurs in time 
stand some distance away from the face 
of the wall, and lose all benefits afforded 
by the latter. This wood should lie cut 
hack to four buds, and, where it can lie 
done without risk of seriously affecting the 
prospects of the crop, thin out the spurs 
also if they have become at all congested. 
They may either lie taken clean oiit or 
shortened back witli a view to induce the 
portion left to break near (to the branches 
on which they have their origin, and so 
in the course of a season or two form new 
fruiting spurs. Old trees have in course 
of time been entirely reolothed with new 
spurs by this method with the host results. 
Where required, leave young shoots for 
filling vacancies or extension purposes, 
and either tip or cut them back to where 
the wood is properly ripened. Trees ex- 
hi>biting signs of or which have liecome a 
prey to the silver-leaf disease should lie 
grubbed and burnt. If the planting of 
Plums in the same position cannot lie 
avoided, take out the old soil and replace 
it with new with a good quantity of mortar 
rubbish in with it. If cordon-trained trees 
were given a final summer pruning during 
August, there will lie little to do now be¬ 
yond cutting out lute made sappy growths 
and shortening hack any pieces of wood 
missed then. 

Currants and Gooseberries. — These, 
when trained on walls having a north as¬ 
pect, to afford n late supply, should lie 
pruned at the same time. Cut back spur 
wood to two and three buds, and leave 
shoots where required for extending the 
branches in accordance with the method 
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of training practised. Where the upright 
cordon mode of training finds favour, it 
is a good plan to dispense with the old 
branches or stems when they begin to 
show signs of exhaustion arid replace them 
with new ones, which should be trained in 
the meantime by the side of the latter. 
Suitable shoots for this purpose should he 
selected from among those on a spur 
situated as near to the surface of the 
ground as possible, and the nearer to the 
lace of the wall the better. The trees are 
apt, to become infested with brown-scale, 
winch can be got rid of if the stems and 
spurs are gone over with a half-worn-out 
sash tool and an insecticide suited to the 
pui-pose. That this may be more thoroughly 
effective the trees should be loosened from 
the wall and retied afterwards. This need 
not prevent their Wing sprayed later when 
tile other fruit-trees are receiving their 
annual cleansing. As with bush trees in 
the open, the soil in tlie alley should W 
removed to a depth of 4 inches or so and 
replaced with, fresh from another part of 
the garden if an attack of cateipillars was 
experienced during the past season. 
Sprinkle fresh-slaked lime on the surface 
laid bare before spreading th-4 soil brought 
in from elsewhere, and chess this with 
lime also. To maintain the trees in 
vigorous bearing condition it is necessary 
to feed the roots from the surface annu¬ 
ally by pointing in just deep enough for 
it to be buried a good dressing of well 
rotted manure. This oannot, of course, 
W done when the remedy for the future 
prevention of caterpillar attack lias to W 
applied. 

Planting. —This should lie pushed on 
with whenever soil and weather conditions 
will allow, and W brought to a conclusion 
before the end of the year. Apply a 
mulch of short litter, old hotbed manure, 
or Mushroom dung; in fact, anything of a 
similar nature (but not green or rotten 
manure, as is (sometimes done), both to 
keep out frost and conserve latent warmth 
vet remaining in the soil. Standard, 
bush, and pyramid trees should lie 
staked and provisionally tied, leaving the 
final tying till after the turn of the year, 
whefl both soil and trees will have settled 
into place. It is always beat to drive in 
the stakes Wfore planting, when risk of 
injury to the roots is avoided. If the 
stems are likely to be injured by ground 
game a temporary protection of some de- 
Kscription must W afforded until they can 
W prooerlv guarded from attack. Trees 
planted against walls and for training on 
trellises as espaliers should only be loosely 
tied. I,a.liclling is another matter requir¬ 
ing attention. This should lie done before 
the names on the parchment labels 
attached, to the trees liecome defaced or 
washed off. Timely attention in this 
direction will prevent the names liecoming 
lost, and much annoyance saved. 

A. TV. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Gooseberries. —It is often advisable that 
where birds are troublesome whatever 
pruning is required to Gooseberry-bushes 
should be left init-il spring. The ad¬ 
vantages of this plan are doubtful, for if 
birds mean mischief they will take the 
buds lie they many or feiw; and in this 
case there is nothing for it but to pro¬ 
tect the trees. It is well to push this 
work forward, for there is plenty to do in 
the spring without having to bestow a lot 
of attention oil hardy fruits. For Goose¬ 
berries .in the open quarter all that is re¬ 
quired is to tnin out the bushes and 
remove a few stray brandies that are get¬ 
ting out of bounds. Discretion should be 
used in pruning Gooseberries so as to dis¬ 
criminate between drooping and erect- 
habited varieties, as well as strong and 
weakly growing varieties, as all do not re¬ 
quire the same treatment. Where Gooso- 
lierries are grown as cordons there is very 
little pruning required at this season, as 
the summer shoots are always pinched 
before the nets are put over the fruit, and 


very little growth is made after this if 
the trees are carrying heavy cropB, 
Therefore, all that is necessary at the pre¬ 
sent time is to tie in, to fill up vacancies 
with any new shoots that were left for the 
purpose, and to make good any old ties. 

Red and White Currants should have 
all side shoots cut back to within 1 inch 
of their origin, leaving about 6 inches of 
new growth on the main branches if ex¬ 
tension is necessary. The con Ion method 
of training Gooseberries and Red and 
White Currants can lie recommended for 
various irea-soiis. The fruits grown on 
cordon trees are of the finest quality, 
while a number of early, mid-season, and 
late varieties may be grown on a small 
length of trellis or wall, thus ensuring a 
long succession of fruit, especially if late 
varieties of both are planted on cool walls. 
Moreover, the fruits can be easily pro¬ 
tected from. birds, and are iftuch more 
conveniently gathered. In the case of 

Black Currant bushes, the finest fruit 
is produced on wood of the previous year's 
growth. A few of the best-placed basal 
growths 'should be left to take the place 
of old and exhausted branches, which 
should lie removed. Any young .shoots of 
undue length .should lie cut back, and 
others not required lie removed, and the 
lateral growths on the main branches 
spurred back. Gooselierry and Currant 
bushes that have been badly attacked by 
caterpillars tliis past season should, after 
the pruning is completed, have all the sur¬ 
face-soil about them removed to a depth 
of 3 inches or 4 inches, replacing it with 
fresh compost. When this is done, give a 
good dressing of newly-slaked lime, also 
dust the trees with a mixture of soot and 
lime. Lime is an 0X06*110114 material for 
destroying pests of all kinds that attack 
fruit-trees. It renders the bark clean 
and bright, and is also lienefieial to the 
roots. 

Violets in frames. —The mild weather 
has suited these plants, and they are now 
producing p’euty of flowers. Any attempt 
to coddle Violets will lie sure to result in 
weakly crowns and a poor crop of flowers. 
The lights may lie closed oai cold or stormy 
nights, but the frames should not be 
covered unless more than 5 dogs, of frost 
is anticipated. On all other occasions 
ample ventilation should be afforded, re¬ 
membering that a close atmosphere causes 
the foliage to damp off. Unless the plants 
are growing in heated frames, water will 
be rarely necessary until the New Year. 
Should the roots need moisture in the 
meantime, let it lie applied on a mild 
morning that the plants may be left fully 
exposed for the remainder of the day. 
By this means the excessive surface mois¬ 
ture will evaporate before night. 

Hippeastrums (Amaryllis).—A hatch of 
the best-ripened bulbs has been selected 
for early forcing. These will have the old 
soil carefully removed from the roots pre¬ 
vious to repotting them, and bulbs that 
show signs of extra vigour will be put into 
slightly larger pots. For potting I em¬ 
ploy a mixture of turfy loam and lime 
rubble; no manure is added for this early 
hatch. Six-inch pots are used, allowing 
the very largest bulbs 7-inoli pots. After 
potting, they ore placed in an ordinary 
stove, where ail atmospheric temperature 
of CO degs. is maintained at night. It is 
the practice of many to plunge the pots 
in some material, but I do not consider 
this necessary. I never plunge the plants 
before they flower; but it is advisable to 
plunge the plants out-of-doors during the 
summer when they have finished their 
growth. The first batch of 

Perpetual-flowering Carnation cuttings 
inserted in sand a few weeks ago is well 
rooted, and is being potted into 21-inch 
pots, using a ■sandy oompost. After pot¬ 
ting, they are placed in the frame again 
for a few days. Afterwards they will lie 
removed to a shelf near the glass. 

Cabbages _In consequence of the mild 

weather the early-planted Cabbages have 
made very free growth, and in the event 
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of severe frost will be liable to suffer 
injury. During the week all plants left 
in the seed bed were pricked off, so that 
if the worst happens there will be suffi¬ 
cient stock to make good the failures. 

Lettuces in pits and frames have made 
good progress. Excessive damp is the 
chief thing to guard against . during 
winter. Air is given freely on all favour¬ 
able occasions during mild weather, and a 
little air left on all night. The surface 
soil is stirred frequently, and everything 
possible done to keep the plants in a 
healthy condition. These remarks also 
apply to all young vegetable plants being 
wintered in cold frames. 

Spinach is not doing well here this 
season. 'The hoe is run over the ground 
1 vet ween the rows as frequently as possible 
to break the surface. The perpetual 
variety of Spinach, though not considered 
so good in quality, is very hardy and most 
useful in mid-winter. F. W. G. 


with advantage be given. Some build 
their turf lulls in the form of a ridge, 
others prefer to build in a square or ob¬ 
long heap. So long as the turf itself is 
good in quality, it matters little what is 
the shape of the hill. 

Pears on walls _All Pears have now 

been picked with the exception of Winter 
Nelis, and in the ease of this, occasional 
inspection now becomes needful. The 
foliage begins to fall, but a considerable 
number of fruits is still too firmly 
attached to tile trees to be picked without 
danger of shrivelling in the fruit-room. 
In some seasons we are annoyed by tits 
pecking these late sorts, and occasionally 
voles make attacks upon them ■ hut, so 
far, both of these enemies have left them 
alone. During the present season, 
although an untoward one in autumn, 
Pears have lveen, on the whole, a good 
crop. Pitmaston Duchess, although not 
in the front rank in point of flavour, has 
given specimen fruits; Beurre Hardy, 


Louise Bonne de Jersey, Marie Louise, 
B. Giffard, Williams’, Jargonelle, Glou 
Morceau, and, of course, Doyenne du 
Cornice are always reliable. Tnomphe de 
Vienne is a large and fine Pear, as is 
Foaidante d’Autamne. Should there 
liave lveen any indications of Pear midge 
in the course of the season, the fallen 
foliage ought to be regularly raked 
together, carried off, and burned, while a 
winter wash should be given to the trees. 
Cooper’s V 2 Fluid is serviceable for this 
purpose, and a dusting of freshly-slaked 
time over the trees will certainly do no 
harm. 

Palms. —It is very interesting to raise 
Palms from seed, which ought to be sown 
as soon as it comes to hand. Some of the 
\ seeds, and notably those of Kent-ias, are 
! apt to germinate irregularly. I have 
known plants from a sowing of this Palm 
to be in 3-inch pots when others of the 
same isowing were only germinating. 
Much the same thing may 'be observed by 


SCOTLAND. 

Planting. —A slight improvement in the 
weather having set in, some planting and 
replanting were forwarded in the course 
of the week. Some Apple-trees which 
liave not been quite satisfactory were 
lifted from their present positions and 
transferred to quarters in which it is 
ho [veil they will give a liette.r account of 
themselves. These trees are upon the 
Paradise, and were, therefore, lifted with 
an abundance of fine, fibrous roots, which 
will speedily take bold of the fresh soil. 
As it was observed that roots were Iveing 
emitted above the junction of the graft 
and the stock, these trees were planted 
rather more deeply in their new quarters, 
and, in planting, some light soil of a fairly 
rich character was worked carefully among 
the roots. Preparations are Iveing com 
tinued for the putting out of other trees 
by preparing the stations' and getting 
under cover some dry material for use 
round the roots. 

Turfing. —Should* there lie any turfing 
requiring attention, now is, perhaps, the 
Ivest time at which to attend to it. When 
turf from different pastures is used, a 
good and even layer of the original soil 
should be spread over the entire surface, 
otherwise there .is a danger that the 
turves will lie of differing shades of colour. 
Very accurate work is needed in order to 
avoid inequalities and hollows, which, 
although they may not be very visible just 
at first, will bv-and-bybear witness against 
the -layer. When turf is being bought, 
it may be worth while to repeat that a 
yard of turf is 3 feet in length by 1 foot 
broad. It is at times difficult to impress 
tints on piecework cutters. 

Digging. —Considerable progress lias 
lveen made with this important work, 
which will be pushed on as quickly as pos¬ 
sible. At the same time, I am no believer 
in digging wet or pasty soil merely for the 
sake of getting it out of hand. It is much 
better when the spades do not clear them¬ 
selves satisfactorily to defer digging for 
a time. Let the surface lie thrown up as 
roughly as possible. The frosts of winter 
will not only disintegrate the clods, hut 
sweeten the soil as well. In the event of 
frosts, manure-wheeling can be done in 
the morning until the sun softens the sur¬ 
face of breaks ami of walks. 

Potting materials. —At this season an 
opportunity sometimes arises of adding to 
the store of materials in stock for potting. 
.In cutting turf, it ought to be remem¬ 
bered that the mere fibre it contains the 
more suitable it is for pot plants. There¬ 
fore, it should lve out at a uniform thick¬ 
ness of 2 inches or thereby. When turf 
from a pasture which has been closely 
grazed by sheep is available lie one need 
ask for better. In stacking, let the turves 
be placed with the grassy side downwards, 
and between each row a layer of horse 
manure and, if possible, a little lime may 
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BEES’ Guarantested ROSES 


The National Rose Society’s Selections. 

Bee*’ Rote tree a are famously fibrous rooted ; hard as whipcord, 
All Purposes Roses 

SELECTION " K.” 

1> flrst-olau Boris, suitable 
tor general use. 

Do well f* ir\ Carriage 

everywhere. 0/0 paid. 

Betty (ht), coppery rose - 10<L 


Garden Roses 

SELECTION M A.” 

W best and most popular 
roses for general purposes. 

A splendid -| C/o Carriage 
assortment. ssJlKJ paid. 
Caroline Testout (ht).sal.pk. 9d. 
EarlofWarwlck(ht)^al.rose lOd. 
Ecarlate (ht), scarlet - - lOd. 

Ethel Maloolmlht^lvory w. lOd. 
Frau Karl Druschk!(hp),w. lOd. 
GsorgeDlckson(ht),doep or. lOd. 

O. C. Waud(ht),orango ver. lOd. 
On. McArthur(ht), scarlet 10<L 
Gus Grunorwald (ht),carm. lOd. 

La Franca (ht), rose - - 9ri. 

La Tosca (ht), salmon flesh lOd. 
Lady Plrrle (lit), apricot - lOd. 
Lady Ashtown(ht),deep pk. 9d. 
Mme.A.Chatenay(ht),sat.pk. 9d. 
Mme.C. Lutnud(ht),yel. rose i/- 
Mma.Ed.Herrlot,prawn red lOd. 
Mme.JulosGrolez(ht),sll.roso 9d. 
Mme.MelanleSoupert(ht),y. lOd. 
Mme.Ravary(ht),orange yel. 9d. 
Mme.Segond Weber (ht),sal. lOd. 
Ophelia (ht), flesh pink - lOd. 
Pharisaer (ht), rosy white - lOd. 
Rayon d’Or (ab), yellow - 1/- 
Blchraond (ht), scarlet - lOd. 

Fragrant Roses 

SELECTION “ D ” 

12 chosen chiefly for their 
abundant delicious scent. 
Colouring /q Carriage 

gorgeous. »/v7 paid. 

Alfred Colomb (hp), red - 8d. 
Dupuv Jamaln (hp), cerise 8d. 
Earlof Goaford(ht),crimson lOd. 
George Dlckson(ht),vel.crl. lOd. 
GeneralJacquemlnot(hp),or. 8d. 
Gen.MoArthur(ht),crlmson lOd. 

Juliet (hb).old gold and red lOd. 
La France (ht), rose - - 9d. 

LadvAlice 8tanley(ht).pink lOd. 
Mme. Ed. Herrlot (per).red lOd. 
Mrs.JohnLalngChp),rosy pk. 8d. 
Ulrich Brunner(hp),oher.red 8d. 

Buttonhole Roses 

SELECTION '* F.” 

12 charmingly ooloured and 
daintily formed In bud. 

L?st well Q /O Carriage 

when cut. O/ ^ paid, 

narry Kirk (t). yellow - lOd. 
Lady Hillingdon(t).aprl.yel lOd. 

LadvTtoberts(t),reddlshnprl. lOd. 
Liberty (t), velvety crimson 9d. 
Mme.A.Chatenay(ht),sal.pk. 9d. 

Mme. Jean Dupuy (ht).rose lOd. 
Melody (ht), saffron yellow 1/- 
Mrs. A. Ward (ht), yellow lOd. 
Mrs. O. Shawver (ht), pink lOd. 
Mrs. II. Stevens (t), white lOd. 
Richmond (ht), scarlet - lOd. 
Sunburst (ht).cadmium yel. lOd. 

hardy fruit 

*• Fnlstaff” Selection. 

18/6 SS 

1 Bromley's Apple, cooker. 

1 Lord Buflleld Apple, cooker. 

1 James Grieve Apple, deseert. 

1 Cox’s Orange Pippin, deaeert, 

1 Louise Bonne Pear, cook or eat. 

1 The Czar Plum, cook or eat. 

1 Victoria Plum, cook or eat. 

1 Morello Cherry, cooker. 

1 Loganberry, for tarts or Jam. 

4 Boakoop Giant Black Currant 
4 Whlnham’s Gooseberry. 

13 Superlative Raspberry, beat 

All are very free-bearing, hardy, 
thrifty aorta. 


For Illustrations in Colour 

nd descriptions see Catalogue S o. 
wucU 'list reason. A few spare copies 
ont free on request 


Betty (ht), coppery rose • lOd. 
CarollneTestout(ht),sal.plnk 9d. 
Ftsher Holmes (hp),cr1^car. 8d. 

F. K. Druschkl (hp), white lOd. 
H. F.. Richardson (ht).crlm. lOd. 
Hugh Dickson (hp),crlmson 8d. 
Lady Ashtown(hp),deep pk. 9d. 
Lyons Rose (ht),shrimp pk. lOd. 
Mme.A.Chatenay(ht),sal.pk. 9d. 
Mme. Ed Herrlot, red - lOd. 
Mme.Ravary(ht),orango yel. 9d. 
Mrs. J. Laing (hp).rose pink 8d. 

Gold Medal Roses 

SELECTION "L.” 

12 newer sorts, all gold 
medallists but two. 

Creme de q / Carriage 

la creme. 57/ “ paid. 

Rrltibh Queen(ht).9nowyw. lOd. 
Dchs. of Wellington, yellow 1/- 
GeorgeDlckson<ht).deepcri. lOd. 

G. C. Waud(ht),orange ver. lOd. 
Lady Plrrle (ht).coppory-sal. lOd. 
LeBlieHolland(ht),vermIlion lOd. 
Mabel Drew (ht), cream - lOd. 
Mme.F..Herrlot (per.)pr.red lOd. 
M.de Sinety(ht).gold bronz® 1/- 
Mrs. A. Carnegie(ht),whlte lOd. 
Rayon d’Or (per.), golden - 1/- 
Wlllowmere (per.).coral pk. lOd. 

Climbers, Ramblers 

SELECTION “ 8.” 

6 roses suitable for trellis, 
pillars, arches, pergolas, ate. 

All very A/ Q Carriage 

vigorous. “/ & paid. 

Alberlc BarbIer(W.),yellow lid. 
AmerlcanPlllar(cl.,P.),plnk lid. 
Blush Itambler(cl..P.),bluBh lid. 
Dorothy Perkins (W.), pink lid. 
Excelsa (W), brll. scarlet * lid. 
Hiawatha (ol.,P.), crl m. w h. lid . 

BEDmriC^PUANTs" i 

(Ex. strong transplanted j 
bushy.) Doz. 100 

WallfloxvcTt, red • lOd. 5/-( 
„ „ yellow lOd. 51- 

Forget-me-not .blue I/- 6/- ^ 
Canterbury Belle in 
sep.colours, white, 
rose, blue or mixed 1/6 0/6 1 
J celandPoppics ,mxd.t / 6 15/- J 
Polyanthus, mxd. • i/6 15/- ( 
Sweet Williams: 

PinkBeautyHybrids'll5 th 
Golden Ahjesum - t/S 16/- j 
Hardy Auriculas - 5/- tOI- J 
PurpleAubrietia.potsi/- SO/- 
Silvery Rock/oils • */- SO/- I 
Graecian Violet - kj• SO/- J 

HARDY FLOWERS 

Continuous C\l m Carriage 

display. C// paid. 

Alkanet blue Lupin, yellow. 
M'maa Daisy. HI- Iris, rich blue. 
Marguerite, white Pyrethrum, lift 
larkspur, violet Fleabane, mauve 
M'maa Daisy, roa. Hybrid, C’mbina. 
Dragon’e-head. car. Pink Knot weed. 
Larkspur, blue Avens, scarlet 


M’mas Daisy, pk. 
Red Elecampane. 
Scarlet Campion. 
Bine Lupin. 
White Bellflower. 
Poppy. Pink. 
White Lupin 
OypsophUa. 


Catmint, lavender 
Blue Bellflower. 
Blue Flax. 

Golden Marguerite 
Mmullua. scarlet 
Jacob’s ladder 
Speedwell, blue. 
Double Pyrethrum 


Mac s T „ LIVERPOOL 

UNIVERSITY C 
URBANA-C 


Exhibition Roses 

SELECTION “ B.” 

24 specially-selected varieties. 
Assured e Elf* Carriage 
prizewinners. 10/0 paid. 

Avoca (ht). crimson scarlet lOd. 
BessieBrown(ht),creamyw. lOd. 
British Queen (ht), white - 15d. 

Chas. Lefebvre(hp),crimsoB M. 
Coronation (hp), flesh pink lOd. 

Dean Hole (ht), silvery rose lOd. 

Earlof Go9ford(ht),dk.crim. lOd. 

Ethel Malcolm (ht).lvory w. lOd. 
Gl.deC.Guinoisseau(hp),ver. 8d. 
GeorgeDickson(ht),vel.crlm. lOd. 

Hugh Dickson (hp). crimson 8d. 

J. B. Clarke (ht), crimson - lOd. 
Jonkheer J.L.Mock(ht),car. lOd. 

Leslie Holland (ht),scar.crl. lOd. 

Mabel Drew (ht),canary yel. lOd. 
LyonsRoseChtl.shrlrap ptnk lOd. 

Mrs. C. West(ht), shell pink lOd. 
Mildred Grant"Cht),tlntjed w. lOd. 
Mrs.AmyHamniond(ht),ap. lOd. 

Mrs. AndrewCarneirio(ht),w. lOd. 
Mrs.JohnLaing<hp), rosypk. 8d. 

Mrs. J. H. Welch (ht), pink lOd. 

Mrs.Roosevelt(ht),pale flesh lOd. 
UlrIchBrunner(hp),cher.red 8<L 

Town Roses 

SELECTION “ E.” 

12 sorts proved suitable for 
growing In smoke. 

Immensely 7/Q Carriage 
successful. s I ** paid. 
Caro'inoTestout(ht) t sal.plnk 9d. 
Dr.O’Donol Browne(bt),car. lOd. 

F. K. Druschkl (hp), white lOd. 
George Dickson (ht), crlm. lOd. 

GuBt.TveGrunerwald(ht),c.Tr.lOd. 

J. B. Clark (ht).deep scarlet lOd. 

La Tosca (ht),silvery pink - lOd. 

Mme. Ed. Harriot (per),red lOd. 
Mme.Ra vary (ht).orange yel. 9d. 
Mrs.JohnLalng(hp),rose pk. 8d. 

Mme. Isaac Pereire (b), car. 8d. 

Ulrich Brunner(hp).cher.red 8d. 

Dwarf Bedding Roses 

SELECTION “ I." 

12 perpetual, free-flowering 
sorts, of busily habit. 

Surprisingly q if* Carriage 

effective. O/U paid. 

A.R.Goodwin(per.).snl.plnk lOd. 

Betty (ht), coppery rose - lOd. 

Dchs. of Wellington, saffron 1/- 
F^rarlate (ht), scarlet red - lOd. 

EarlofWarwlek(ht).sal.rose lOd. 

G. C. W’aud(ht),orange ver. lOd. 
LadyPlrrle(ht).apricotplnk lOd. 

Mme. Ed. Herrlot, red - lOd. 

Molly S. Crawford(t),white lOd. 
Mrs.A.Ward(ht),Indlan yel. lOd. 
Rayon d’Or (hb).orange cad. 1 /- 
Richmond (ht), scarlet - lOd. 

HARDY SHRUBS 

"Hey ■•rcssto” selcciion 

Suitable towns’ O/ Carriage 
small gardens. O/ Faid. 

Purple Speedwell, evergreen. 

Double Gome, yellow. 

Be* Tamarisk, soft pink. 

Spiraea. Anthony Watcrer, red. 

Spanish Broom, fragrant, yellow. 

Graham's Sage Tree, crimson. 

Golden Broom, rich yellow. 

Crimson Flowering Currant. 

Plptanthua. new, from China. 

Giant Mock Orange, white. 

Starry Daisy Bush, white. 

Lavender, true fragrant sort. 

Hardy Bcotch Fuchsia, red. 

Golden Forsythia, very choice. 

May Broom, very pretty. 

A.B.C. of Rose Culture. 2d. 

Rrw.Wlctof 32 pa«M : tells you all you 
are likely to want to know about rosea, 
2d. sumps with catalogue, order or 
alone. 
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those who have sown seeds of Phoenixes. 
On the other hand, seeds of Latania bor- 
bonica, if fresh, germinate quickly and 
regularly. 

Bulb planting. —Should there yet re¬ 
main any bulb planting which requires 
attention, let it be attended to as early as 
jx>ssible. 'When planting is done in Grass 
it is better to scatter the bulbs informally, 
and to plant them where they fall than to 
put them into large clumps. They soon 
increase, and in the course of a very few 
years give a good return. Sternbergia 
lutea is worth attention. It is very 
bright, and the flowers a.re lasting. It 
should lie remembered, however, that S. 
lutea to lie successfully grown requires 
deep and rich soil with a sunny exposure. 

Shrubs _Shrubs of all kinds may now 

lie planted. There are many places occu¬ 
pied by the ooarser and commoner tilings 
—Laurels, Privets, etc.—which might be 
more profitably cleared away and replaced 
with choicer shrubs, either those with 
ornamental foliage or others which arc 
effective when in bloom. Among the 
former, Quercus ruiier (the Scarlet Oak) 
and the many fine forms of Maples will 
readily occur to everyone. Among flower¬ 
ing shrubs, no one earn have too many 
Spiraeas, and the range of selection is a 
wide one. Azaleas and Rhododendrons, 
of course, are always desirable; but, un¬ 
fortunately, every noil does not suit these 
fine shrubs. Peat in some form is abso¬ 
lutely necessary if success is to be 
attained. That is present in the lower 
garden here, and the difficulty lies, not in 
inducing shrubs to grow, but in keeping 
them within bounds. The various bar¬ 
berries are worthy of attention, as also 
Ootoneasters, especially C. horizontalis, C. 
frigida, and C. Simonsi, equally so the 
Scarlet-berried Elder, Pernettyas, and the 
mole free-bearing forms of Holly. 

Plants for forcing, —Pots of Hoteia 
japoniea, Plantain Lilies, Dielytra, and so 
forth may now be taken from cold frames 
and given a gentle heat. When growth 
starts the heart may be increased until the 
plants come into bloom. Afterwards they 
may be taken to a cooler atmosphere, in 
which the flowers will last- in good condi¬ 
tion for a considerable time. Montbretias 
are useful in pots; but they will not en¬ 
dure anything like forcing. Narcissi and 
Tulips in pots must lie carefully dealt 
with. If they are given too great warmth 
there is a possibility that the bulbs will 
become blind or that the embryo flowers 
will die off within their sheaths. Plants 
hiving forced must be kept copiously sup¬ 
plied with moisture at their loots. 

Vegetables _In a general way, the de¬ 

caying leaves of winter vegetables are 
kept picked; but during the severe frosts 
of last winter and spring it was observed 
that Brussels Sprouts from which wither¬ 
ing loaves had not been picked provided 
dishes when others perished. The little 
protection afforded by these leaves had 
just made all the difference, and, there¬ 
fore, acting on this, clearing off decaying 
and withering leaves will not be so rigidly 
followed as has formerly lveen the case. 
Green Kale and Leeks are highly satisfac¬ 
tory; hut the continuous wet and the con¬ 
sequent sodden state of the soil have inter¬ 
fered greatly with the proper moulding 
up of Celery. Cauliflowers are almost 
finished. Their season lias been a pro¬ 
longed and satisfactory one. 

IV. McGuffog. 

ISalmae Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


Potash from bracken _I will lie much 

obliged if you will let me know the best 
time to try and get potash from bracken 
and the best way to set about it?—(Miss) 
A. Donovan. 

Making briquettes _I wonder if any of 

your readers can tell me how to moke 
briquettes or some way to use up a lot of 
small dust coal which lias accumulated 
owing to the large pieces having been 
picked out and used first? I should lie 
grateful for this information.— Chas. 
Loren. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Questions. —Queries and answers are in¬ 
serted in Gardening free of charge if corre¬ 
spondents follow these rides : All communications 
should be clearly written on one side of the paper 
only, and addressed to the Editor of Gardening, 
63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.G. S. 
Letters on business should be sent to the Pub¬ 
lisher. The name and address of the sender 
are required in addition to any designation he 
may desire to be used in the paper. When 
more than one query is sent each should be on a 
separate piece of paper, the name and address 
being added to each. As Gardening has to be 
sent to press some days in advance of date, 
queries cannot ahoays be replied to in the issue 
immediately following their receipt. We do not 
reply to queries by post. 

Naming plants. — AU who wish their 
plants to be rightly named should send fair 
examples of each—the stem, leaf, flower, or fruit. 
(Snippets of leaves and points of shoots are use¬ 
less. ) Not more than four plants should be sent 
in any one week by the same correspondent. 
Where more than one kind is sent they should be 
numbered. Of conifers the fruit should always 
be sent. 

Naming fruit. —Several specimens in dif¬ 
ferent stages of colour and size of the same kind 
greatly assist in its determination. We have 
received from several correspondents single speci¬ 
mens of fruits for naming, these in many cases 
being unripe and otherwise poor. We can under¬ 
take to name only four varieties at a time. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Tall Heliotropes (Inquirer). — Good 
varieties for growing into tall plants are 
Lord Roberts and President Garfield, 
dark; White Lady, nearly white; -and 
Swauley Giant, of a rosy .tint. Good and 
distinct bedding varieties arc Mme. do 
Bussy, bluish-violet, with a light centre, 
very sweetly scented; and PieeoJi, reddish- 
violet, white eye. 

Genista (0.).—You should have cut your 
Genistas back after they had ceased to 
flower last spring, and as soon as they had 
pushed out fresh shooits they should have 
been repotted, and set out-of-doors on a 
coal-ash bed, and kept well watered 
throughout the summer. They strike 
readily from cuttings of the soft wood in 
spring, and soon make good plants if 
pinched to keep them well branched at 
the base. Veronicas require similar treat¬ 
ment to Genistas, and they would have 
1 km' ii much healthier, and held their foliage 
better, if they had been out-of-doors from 
May until October. 

Plants to grow under greenhouse stage 

(A. IK.).—The more vigorous of t-ne varie¬ 
ties of Begonia Rex will do well under such 
conditions. Fittonia argyoneura and F. 
Pearcei (pretty creeping plants with hand¬ 
somely marked leaves), Panicum variega- 
tum, and Tradcseantia zebrina will answer. 
Of Ferns, Adiantum cuneatum, Pteris 
eretica, P. c. albo-Jdneata, Nephrodium 
mullo oorymbiferum, and Woodwardia 
radicans will do well, while of the Selagi- 
nellas you can grow S. ciesia, S. Kraus- 
siana, and S. K. aurea, with, along the 
edge, if free frorri drip,'a row of Strepto- 
earpus. You might also try Farfugium 
grande, Ficus repens, and Stenotaphrum 
glabrum variegatum, a rapid creeping 
Grass with white striped leaves. This 
roots at every joint, and soon covers a 
large space. 

Chrysanthemums; Twelve Japanese 
varieties of easy culture (II. Yeardsley ).— 
Insert now cuttings of the following varie¬ 
ties. Grow on the resulting plants to the 
second-crown buds without stopping them, 
and the buds should give you beautiful 
flowers of large, exhibition size:—Mrs. 
F,. A. Tickle (mauve-pink), Mrs. R. Lux- 
ford (Indian red). Rose Pockett (old gold), 
W. Mease (old rose and cerise), Lady Tal¬ 
bot (soft canary-yellow), Mrs. G. Lloyd 
Wigg (yellow, .shaded buff). Cuttings of 
the following varieties should be inserted 


during December, aud first-crown buds re¬ 
tained. Do not stop the plants;—Amy 
Poulton (flesh-pink), Mrs. Gilbert Drabble 
(white), Mrs. R. C. Pulling (lemon-yel¬ 
low), Queen Mary (white), Thomas Lunt 
(crimson), and James Stredwick (rosy sal¬ 
mon). 

Chrysanthemums: Twelve Incurved 

varieties of easy culture (It. Yeardsley ).— 
The range of easily-grown incurved sorts 
is very restricted, so few new sorts having 
been introduced during the last ten years. 
The following varieties should be propa¬ 
gated in the early days of December, and 
natural second-crown buds ho retained;— 
Daisy Southam (deep yellow). Miss Cora 
Stoop (mauve-pink), Clara Wells (rich 
cream), Doris (milk-white). The remain¬ 
ing eight varieties succeed very well if the 
cuttings be inserted during December and 
first-crown bulls from a natural break re¬ 
tained ;—Buttercup (buttercup - yellow), 
Mrs. F. Judson (white), Mrs. J.’ Wynn 
(white, flushed pink), H. Hearn (deep 
orange), Mrs. F. Ashworth (buff), T. H. 
Hambleclon (rich rose), Golden King (deep 
yellow), and C. E. Harrison (chestnut). 

VEGETABLES. 

Planting Potatoes (A'. T. C.).—The 
earliest varieties may he planted from 
9 inches to 12 inches in the rows. The 
latter distance suffices for the d wari- 
growing second early kinds; hut those of 
vigorous growth, as well as the main- 
crop varieties, should stand 15 inches 
apart. The rows of the early sorts may 
lie 18 inches asunder; medium growing 
second earlies, 2 feet; the more vigorous 
kinds, 2) feet; and the main crop varie¬ 
ties, 3 feet. The proper depth to plant is 
from 4 inches to (1 inches, according to the 
nature of the soil and lie of the ground. 
If well drained, a depth of 6 inches is to 
lie preferred. Good early Potatoes are 
Midlothian Early and Sharpe’s Express; 
second earlies, British Queen and Great 
Scot; late or main crop varieties, King 
Edward VII., Arran Chief, and Up-to- 
Date. __ 

SHORT REPLIES. 

Lady Gardener. —As you say “the 
great thing is the keeping down of ox- 
jieiise, not the consideration of the 
plants,” tile only thing you can do is to 
empty all the liot-water pipes and the 
boiler or boilers, anti let the plants and 

fruit-trees take their chance.- A. /•’. 

Cooke. —See review of “The Practical 
Bee Guide,” in our issue of September 

loth, 1917, page 510.- It. A'. Tavdwin. 

—Any grower who specialises in Chrysan¬ 
themums -should lie able to supply or pro¬ 
cure for you the varieties mentioned in 
our issue of November 24th, page 631. 


HAKES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of plants _ II. M. Wall.— From 

your description of the colour of the 
flowers, we should say your plant is 

Oxalis Bowiei. - G. A.— Pheasant’s Eye 

(Adonis autumnaliis). 

Names of fruits _.1/. G. C. —Pears: 1, 

Durondeau; 2, Fomlante d’Automne. 

Apples: 3, Mere dc Menage; 4, -ulam’s 

Peannain.- C. IK —Apples: 1, Rymer; 

2, Mere de Menage; 3, Scarlet Nonpareil; 

4, .Rihston.- J. IK IK —Apples: 1, 

Striped Beaufin- 2, Warner’s King; 3, 

Blenheim; 4, Stunner.- F. IK C .— 

Apples: 1, Cox’s Orange: 2, Ribston; 3, 

Bramley’s; 4, Old Golden Pippin.- 

II. D.'P. —Apples: 1,-Mere de Menage; 
2, Fearn’s Pippin; 3. French Crab; 4, 

Wellington.- —C. A. M .—Pears: 1, 

Glou Moroeau; 2, Thompson’s; 3, Marie 

Louise; 4, Bcurre Clairgeau.- Pcnsqund. 

-We cannot undertake to name fruits 

in such a decayed condition as those you 

send us.- S. S. —Apples: _ 1, Red or 

Winter Hawthornden; 2, King of the 
Pippins; 3, Small fruit of Emperor Alex¬ 
ander; 4, Lane’s Prince Albert.—— 
IK. T. H. —Pears: 1, Autumn Bergamot; 

2, Beurre Diel ; 3, Winter^ Nelis.- 

P. Clutterbuck.—Pear Belle Julie. 

SITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
ANA-CHAMPAIGN 
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THE CLEMATIS FREED. 

I fear my sutcess with this has ruffled 
Mr. Jackman’s temper; but I hope he will 
get over it when he sees the simple, right 
way. I will answer each point he raises, 
I hope without the obscure fallacies or 
other ways of which he accuses me in the 
Garden of November 17lh. The reader 
will please note at first that Mr. Jack- 
man is not a grower of the plants in any 
permanent established way, but a propa¬ 
gator ; and, therefore, not so well able to 
judge of effects as those who plant to 
last. 

In the nurseries of Europe aft I have 
seen them there is rarely any means of 
growing the Clematis in the natural or 
any free way. To grow is the work of 
owners and their gardeners; and nursery¬ 
men’s work to grow plants for us that will 
live. Mr. Jackman says: “In the pre¬ 
sent instance I am only too ready to come 
to the conclusion that therein is to be 
found the cause of the ‘ die-back ’ in 
Clematis, and in vaunting it as a proof 
of the correctness of my theory I entirely 
disregard the fact that the ‘die-back’ 
also occurs in seedlings and plants raised 
from cuttings growing on their own roots 
and ungrafted, as clearly stated in my 
lecture and proved by specimen shown.” 

7 deny it absolutely. The “die-back” 
is common in the grafted plants grown in 
pots in nurseries. It does not occur in 
plants on their natural roots in my collec¬ 
tion. The die-back is a word that should 
not exist. 

“ If I still maintain that the stock on 
which the Clematis is grafted causes ‘the 
death of the graft in time ’ and is the 
reason for the ‘die-back.’” 

“Will I explain why the scion roots 
generally increase to a greater extent 
than the roots of the stock?” 7 have no 
“die-backs,” they arise in plants not 
naturally grown. 

“ Why the ‘ die-back ’ does not affect 
the plant from the union upwards, in¬ 
stead of from the stem downwards?” 7 
do not admit it. Plants as bought here 
often show the scion with more roots than 
the stock. 

“ Why, In the case of a shoot dying 
back, those below' it continue to thrive (if 
not afterwards attacked) and strong new 
shoots are sent up from above the scion 
roots?” The question not clear. 

“ How do I account for plants suffer¬ 
ing from ‘ die-back ’ which have been 
raised from seed or cuttings?” They do 
not with me, though there may be other 
causes. 

“On what grounds do I contend that 
C. Viticella is not a suitable and natural 
stock on which to graft hybrids of 

that type?” The union is too fragile. 

Why use itf The natural root of the 

Japanese kind is stronger than in C. Yiti- 
cella. Mr. Morel uses C. Viticella. I 

think he is wrong, llie plants arc never so 
strong as those from layers. The true 
way is the stool in the nursery bed, layer¬ 
ing into small pots set around; also from 
cuttings. 

“ Who has ever heard of anyone having 
‘ “ put ” two sets of roots to a fragile 
plant’ of Clematis? Has not my quarter 
of a century’s experience taught me that 
the scion is put on one set of roots, and 
that the scion roots /are formed after the 
union of the scion wfcthJie); to:t$’| i ‘ 


The question amazes me. In the many 
plants that have come in here from nur¬ 
series of late years we wash the balls out, 
and always find two sets of roots, clear 
as day, one set, those of the wild plant of 
the chalk hills and the other those of the 
variety grafted upon it. Anyone can test 
this for himself. 

Mr. Jackman says “ I disregard the 
fact (likewise mentioned in my lecture) 
that Mr. W. C. Glover has been able 
to Identify the parasite which is the cause 
of the disease to be a fungus belonging to 
the genus Aseocyta, and has also suc¬ 
ceeded in transmitting it from one plant 
to another by inoculation. His views and 
experiments entirely bear out the conclu¬ 
sions I bad formed as to the nature and 
■development of the disease.” 

Mr. Glover is wrong; the fungus arises 
in the dead plant, as dead fungi do arise 
in all dead animal or plant matter. I 
do not suffer from the malady induced by 
a wrong and needless way of propaga¬ 
tion. Therefore, it is for those who plant 
with a view to some lasting beauty and 
their gardeners to judge of the results of 
any mode of increasing plants, and not a 
nurseryman’s affair at all. The planter 
who pays deserves some consideration; 
and in the case of the Clematis we see 
complete absence of the plant in any 
picturesque or beautiful way. Is this 
right either for the buyer or sellert 

I have proved the practice to be wrong 
in all ways, and wholly needless, and 
once the public knows this there will be a 
demand for plants on their own roots. 
Now there is not a tithe of them grown 
owing to the supiiosed presence of a 
disease which in healthy plants does not 
exist. No observer of what goes on in 
gardens can but admit the fact that vast, 
injury has been done to plants from the 
use of stocks for grafting. The Manetti 
Rose, a coarse Rose; the Privet, a mean 
shrub, foetid in flower, which not only 
kills the plant it is supiiosed to nourish, 
but Infests the earth with its own evil 
presence afterwards; the Quince, a good 
and beautiful shrub, and misused to graft 
the Pyracantha and other shrubs, which 
it usually kills. I have proved that our 
Clematis, native of the chalk hills, is in 
the same class—an evil thing, out of place 
as a stock. This is the plant that has 
robbed the gardens of our isles of the 
loveliest climber of the northern world. 
Mr. Jackman appears to have given It up, 
and now leans to the fragile and graceful 
C. Viticella, which has graced my hedge¬ 
rows round my orchard for years; but it 
is a more fragile plant than the nobler 
Clematis, with its great, yellowish roots; 
and the union with the large kinds, like 
C. lanuginosa, is not a good one, as I have 
proved here by the loss of some of Mr. 
Morel’s beautiful seedlings. Can Mr. 
Jackman or anyone give a single reason 
for grafting plants of a different kind and 
climate from their own—plants so easy to 
increase from layers and cuttings? 
Surely such a practice should not be fol¬ 
lowed unless the natural ways fail; and 
anyone can prove that it is no more neces¬ 
sary to graft a Clematis than a Rasp¬ 
berry. It is a long time now since I saw 
Mr. Jackman’s grandfather in his nur¬ 
sery, before the days when the young 
men sought the rough climber of the 
Surrey and Wiltshire hills, and when the 


good and true way of layering from the 
stool in the open ground was the rule. I 
hope that when Mr. Jackman sees the re¬ 
sult of the real way of increase he will 
get such a stock of these beautiful plants 
that I must go and see them. In that 
case he will, I believe, find tenfold the de¬ 
mand for them than there is now, when 
often one sees large gardens without much 
trace of their beauty. As to 

C. Hakonensis, of which Mr. Jackman 
accuses me of a fallacy. It is not my 
statement, but that of a French gentle¬ 
man, whose garden at Segrez and whose 
book contain the best illustrations of the 
plant. Mistakes are common with 
botanists as well as gardeners, and clear¬ 
ing them up can do no barm. Meantime, 
I am writing to Japan to get the true 
native types of these precious plants, and 
hope to grow them here. 

The idea that the Clematis Is a delicate 
plant, subject to a mysterious parasite, Is 
a delusion arising through the death of 
plants from wrong ways of increase. In 
any nursery In France or England all 
grafted plants in pots are in the worst 
imaginable condition for healthy natural 
growth. Instead of the plants being deli¬ 
cate and subject to hopeless disease, I 
find them the hardiest and stoutest 
growers of ail climbing plants. I could 
not help thinking of all the maundering 
guessings spoken over these plants when 
grafted—as futile as Sir Oliver Lodge’s 
writings on spiritualism or Mrs. Eddy’s 
book. Lectures and writings on the 
maladies of the plants, that shut out all 
mention of what the plant did on Its 
natural root, might well be used by Dr. 
Charles Mereier as an example of non¬ 
reason—a total absence of “ common 
sense.” Instead of the feeble plant it Is 
thought to be, and the subject of incurable 
disease, the queen of the flower garden is 
vigorous and beautiful in form and 
colour. 

I went round the garden with friends on 
November 17th, when the last gold leaf 
had fallen off the field Elm, and the 
loaves off the Tea Roses, to see the state 
of the Clematis in various positions 
—on walls, north and south sides and on 
top ; on pergolas, on Oak fences; beneath 
and clambering up trees or tripods in the 
flower garden. Leaving out, as never 
troubled by disease, the Mountain Clema¬ 
tis, fragrant, autumnal, and small kinds 
like C. Viticella, we found most of the 
large-flowered, nobler kinds In robust 
health, without a trace of any malady. 
What would Mr. Glover have made of 
these climbers in perfect health. Turn 
him on to the Knaphill Phillyrea. killed 
by the Privet; he might riot in microbes, 
as he might in any dead thing. I hope I 
have made it quite clear that it is not a 
question of theory, but one of facts. My 
garden is open once a week, and at any 
time to lovers of these plants. 

Wm. Robinson. 

Grave lye, Sussex. 


NOTES OP THE WEEK. 

Cotoneaster pannosa. The berries of 
this are now fully coloured, more than a 
month earlier than usual.—E. C. Buxton, 
Coed-Derw, Bettws-y-Coed. 

Irln Palest'r*. -This is found In Mount 
Carmel, Mount Hebron, In the Jordan 
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Valley, and other places. It is, however, 
not too hardy, and after a year or two 
one has reluctantly to write this Iris 
down as not hardy enough for our climate. 
At least, this was my experience some 
years ago, even though I flowered it and 
pulled it through more than one winter. 
My opinion is strengthened by that of the 
late Sir Michael Foster, from experience 
much further south. It has greenish- 
yellow flowers, its fragrance being its 
chief charm.—S. Arnott. 

Clematis Huldlne.— In your issue of 
October 27th there is a short paragraph 
with a very beautiful Illustration of 
Clematis Huldlne. Can you inform me if 
it is possible to obtain this plant, and 
where? 

[This is a new kind, raised hi/ 
Mr. Morel, of Lyons, and not yet sent 
out owing to the tear. It was sent to us 
for trial .— Ed.] 

The Virginian Stock.— This is a general 
favourite, and is freely used in many 
places as an edging. It was so used here 
during the past summer, and flowered 
freely from seeds sown in April. Some 
time ago, the plants, having become 
shabby, were pulled up, and no further 
attention was paid to the border in which 
they had been grown. Passing by to-day 
(November 30th), I was surprised to find 
quite a passable display from self-sown 
seeds. The seedlings are strong, just be¬ 
ginning to flower well, and. In the 
absence of frost, may yet be bright for 
a time. In the same neighbourhood I 
also observed some seedlings of Alyssum 
marltimum beginning to bloom in a 
gravel w r alk upon which seeds must have 
dropped during the summer from plants 
in the border.—W. McG., Balmne. 

Polygala Chamsebuxus —This is one of 
the most charming of small alpide shrubs 
for the rock garden. It has small, 
leathery, shining, Box-like leaves and 
pretty, yellow and creamy coloured 
flowers. It is only some 6 inches or 
8 inches high. Still more beautiful is the 
variety known as Polygala Chammbuxus 
purpurea, with flowers of a rich reddish- 
purple. Some suggest a peaty soil for its 
cultivation, others recommend a rich' 
vegetable one. It is not a fastidious sub¬ 
ject in this respect, as I have seen it 
thriving on a clay soil. It is hardy in 
ordinary seasons, and it was with some 
surprise that I found a good plant had 
perished in an exceptionally severe and 
trying winter, where the alternations of 
weather were extreme, and in which the 
spring proved unusually trying. — S. 
Arnott. 

Geum Borisi. —This comes nearest to 
Geum miniatuin, but is neater and more 
compact, growing only about 12 inches 
high, the flowers much larger, rounder, 
and flatter than in G. miniatuin. The 
colour of the flowers is a rich and brilliant 
orange-scarlet. The plant is very free- 
flowering, keeping up a succession of bloom 
right through the summer and well into 
late autumn. Even now (November 12th) 
my plants are carrying a fair sprinkling of 
quite respectable flowers, very welcome at 
this time of year. I secured the plant five 
or six years ago, and careful growing and 
division have given me a very useful bed. 
In 1016 I put it before the Floral Com¬ 
mittee of the Royal Horticultural Society, 
when it gained an award of merit, Geum 
Borisi Is equally good for the herbaceous 
border and for the wider spaces of the 
rock garden, and in good, stroug loam 1 
And it does well.— Clarence Elliott, 
Stevenage. 

Looal Apples.— That was a valuable 
note by Mr. Oss on-local Applesi page 600. 
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It showed that there are outside nurseries 
some very good varieties of Apples which 
seem to have escaped recognition, and that 
are in danger of being lost. Ought not 
the Royal Horticultural Society to secure 
these sorts and increase them? There is 
no doubt of the existence in old orchards 
of varieties superior to some of those that 
have been raised and sent out in more re¬ 
cent years. There are some In Hereford¬ 
shire. One variety in particular, I recol¬ 
lect, was called London Pearmain, a 
nice-looking and good-flavoured, rather 
late Apple, with true Pearmain charac¬ 
teristics. When I last saw this fruit 
there were only two or three old trees in 
an old orchard, and I cannot find London 
Pearmain mentioned in any modern fruit 
catalogue. Varieties of old Pippins exist, 
too, in these old orchards of which modern 
fruit-growers know nothing. Their rescu¬ 
ing and perpetuating would surely be as 
remunerative to the trade as raising new 
sorts, very often of little value.—C. 
Turner. Ampthill Park Gardens, Beds. 

Helxine Solieroli. —In reference to this, 
page 608, “A. W.” need not trouble about 
treatment, as it is quite capable of look¬ 
ing after itself once it gets a start. As 
“ A. TV.” says, it will put up with almost 
any treatment; the late arctic winter 
and spring failed to kill it here. It was 
soon up and doing when milder conditions 
prevailed. I was induced to plant a few 
pieces on the rockery a few years ago 
under the impression that it was the 
Cornish Moneywort (Sibthorpia europ.'ca), 
an entirely different thing, as I have since 
found out. This Ilelxine, a pretty enough 
thing in its way, is an insidious creeper in 
tlie rockery, getting into every crevice and 
pocket, mounting every stone, and grow¬ 
ing through every plant that comes in its 
way, choking and strangling any choice 
alpine in its route. Nothing less than 
taking up the whole rock garden, scraping 
each stone, and replanting your choice 
treasures again will clear it out. In the 
greenhouse, under staging where nothing 
else will grow, is its place, where, how¬ 
ever, it somewhat loses its character in the 
consequent looseness of habit.—W. D,, 
llcxhill. 

Erodium corsicum. —All my plants of 
this died off during last winter; but I had 
saved seed, some of which I sowed before 
the winter in the crevice of a hot retain¬ 
ing wall, built of ordinary bricks, with 
very poor gritty soil behind, and I hope 
the plants will do better in such a situa¬ 
tion than those which were more on the 
level. The habit of tlie plant seems to 
suit such a wall admirably, and I find 
that many things seem to like this favour¬ 
able position. Erinus alpinus both in 
the white and crimson forms, is well 
established there, and seeds itself about 
freely in the crevices. I am not very 
fond of the Erodiums, on the whole, but 
E. corsicum, with its soft, rounded leaves, 
bright pink flowers prettily veined, and 
its close habit of growth, is a charming 
little plant, and I hope it will seed itself 
on the wall as freely as the Erinus does.— 
C. C. 

Papaver atlanticum _This very useful 

and pretty species is still blooming freely, 
as it has been right along from early sum¬ 
mer. Its only fault is that its lovely apri- 
oot-ooloured flowers are so short-lived, the 
petals usually dropping before mid-day if 
it is at all sunny. It is of easy culture, 
and once established seeds freely. It is 
quite easy to keep witliin bounds, and as 
it is not at all a coarse grower, it does not 
harm its neighbours, as some other free- 
growers do. It is quite happy in a wall,— 
N. London. 


FRUIT. 


APPLE WORCESTER PEARMAIN. 
Some of my friends think I disparage this 
Apple, because the samples I have tried 
have been probably only windfalls, etc. 
So far as I know, I have tried this Apple 
in its best state from more than one 
grower, hut I have never yet met one that 
had any proper flavour. The Apple is 
sweet, good to look at, bears regularly 
and well, is not easily bruised, and keeps 
well while in season. All these are ad¬ 
mirable qualities, but it is lacking in the 
essential point—flavour, and I certainly 
consider it unworthy of die private garden. 
For market it is a different matter. It 
appears to take on with the public, and 
lias all the qualities required in a market 
Apple produced for an indiseriminating 
consumer, and the market grower is, per¬ 
haps, right in a sense in producing what 
pays. What I object to is the styling of it 
a first-class Apple. It is far from that at 
its very best. I should certainly never eat 
this Apple if there were any better fruit 
available, such as good Pears and Plums. 
As it is, I think that there are even better 
Apples in season at the same time. There 
appears to be no other suitable market 
Apple available for use at the season in 
which this Apple is produced. It may be 
all right for the market grower, but the 
private garden is too valuable to devote it 
to any but the finest fruit that it will pro¬ 
duce. Unfortunately, the private grower 
is misled by the custom of giving first- 
class certificates to fruits that are not first- 
class at all from the standpoint of flavour 
combined with good texture and general 
excellence. 

It is rather strange how these Apples of 
second-rate quality become popular. A 
friend in America sent me some grafts of 
a local Apple that had put much money 
into his pocket. I put the grafts on, and 
they boro showy Apples, but the flavour 
was not so good as that of Worcester Pear¬ 
main, so 1 did not continue to grow it. It 
was a very early variety and soon went 
mealy. W. J. Faumeb. 


TREES IN ORCHARDS. 

These are often neglected in the matter 
of pruning, and in time become a verit¬ 
able thicket. Such trees should be care¬ 
fully dealt with, and the present is the 
best time to take this work in hand, get¬ 
ting the work forward before the worst 
of the winter weather is upon us. The 
first step iu pruning is to clear the 
centre of the tree of dead and useless 
small wood. Ail pieces which cross each 
other should next be taken out, and the 
tree should be left thin enough for the 
sun and air to penetrate to every part. 
The habit of tlie individual tree will be 
tlie best guide as to the proper amount of 
wood to be removed. If tlie tree is an 
upright and sturdy grower it is a simple 
matter to thin out the weakest growths; 
but when the tree is of pendulous habit, 
it is often a dense thicket of small, dead 
wood. Every piece of the latter must lie 
removed, and also the weak under 
branches, which should he cut back to the 
trunk, depending on the younger wood to 
furnish the space thus provided. If a 
tree is old and in bad health it should 
lie grubbed. Where old trees have been 
removed, it is not advisable to plant again 
in the places occupied by the former speci¬ 
mens ; but if there is no choice in the 
matter, the old soil must be removed and 
young trees planted in fresh compost. 
When the pruning is completed, all the 
prunings should be burnt, in order to de¬ 
stroy any insects and their eggs that may 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



December 15, 1917 


GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


665 


be lurking in tbe bark and crevices of the 
wood. The ashes may be returned to the 
soil as a top-dressing. The trees should 
be thoroughly sprayed with a caustic 
alkali wash, which will destroy all Moss 
and Lichens, as well as insect pests, re¬ 
peating -the operation about the end of 
February. F. W. Gallop. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Cordon Apples and Pears. —I have pur¬ 
chased some espalier and horizontal cor¬ 
don Apple and Pear trees. Espaliers are : 
Lane’s Prince Albert, Mere de Menage, 
Stirling Castle. Cordons are: Winter 
Greening, Winter Havvthomden, Stunner 
Pippin, Scarlet Nonpareil, with Doyenne 
du Cornice, and Louise Bonne of Jersey 
Pears. Soil is red loam; subsoil alluvial 
red gravel, clay, and *and mixed. Have 
I made a wise selection (only one of each, 
as a trial) ? I have standards of Cox’s, 
Bramley’s Seedling, and Dumelow’s Seed¬ 
ling already. Kindly tell me how these 
should be pruned?—H. W. Daltry, 
Crewe. 

[The varieties of Apples you name can 


Gooseberries for bottling.— As I am 

thinking of buying some Gooseberry- 
bushes, would you kindly tell me the 
names of the three best sorts that could 
be used for bottling?—W. A. E. 

[As Gooseberries are bottled when 
green and in quite a small state, one 
variety is almost as good as another. 
The question really resolves itself into 
which are the heaviest-cropping varie¬ 
ties, for it will be obvious that when the 
fruits are used when quite small the yield 
must be good. The best three, therefore, 
for bottling are Whinham’s Industry, 
Warrington, and Ironmonger, all red 
varieties and very prolific. Whitesmith 
and Bright Venus bottle very well, and 
can be used for this purpose when com¬ 
paratively large, but they do not crop so 
heavily or so consistently as the three red 
varieties named. Whitesmith and Bright 
Venus also do not keep the colour so well 
as the red varieties when bottled; but 
when cooked there is little to distinguish 
them from the latter, so far as flavour Is 
concerned.] 


TREES AND SHRUBS. 

THE GARLAND DAPHNE. 

I succeed fairly with this, in spite of 
no lime in the soil—mostly heavy. In both 
cases shown the plants are in the full sun, 
and I start with healthy young plants, 
putting a few bits of stone among them to 
keep them cool in the heat. Beyond 
lightening my loamy soil a little I give 
no further care and get plenty of bloom. 
The plants hanging over the high stone 
edging are very graceful in or out of 
flower. W. 


THE LAURUSTINUS. 

A great deal ran be said in favour of the 
extended planting of the. Laurustinus, for, 
in addition to being an excellent ever¬ 
green, it blooms throughout the winter; in 
fact, the flowering season may be said to 
cover a period of six months, for, while 
many flowers open in November, blossoms 
may still be found at the end of April. 



The Garland Daphne (D. Cncorum) on sandstone dry wall. 


be successfully grown as espaliers, and 
crop well when trained in tills way. As 
you have omitted to mention the names of 
the espalier Pears, we are unable to offer 
an opinion on this [joint. With regard to 
cordons, we think you would do well to 
omit Winter Greening and Winter Huw- 
thorden, and substitute Bismarck or Lane’s 
Prince Albert and Alfriston for them. We 
also fear Stunner Pippin would not suc¬ 
ceed well in your locality, so would advise 
Rosemary Russet instead. Scarlet Non¬ 
pareil should succeed, and the I'ears men¬ 
tioned also. If too late to cancel the order 
with respect to the varieties we object to, 
the cost of the sorts we name would not be 
great and would form a good addition to 
those already on order, as wc take it you 
have not yet received them from the nur¬ 
sery. Numerous hints on pruning espaliers 
and cordons have from time to time been 
given in the “ Week’s Work ” in our 
columns in the past, and the subject will 
again be dealt with in like manner in the 
near future. See reply to “ Novice,” re 
“ Pruning cordon Apples,” in our issue of 
December 8lh, pagmiijS.] • 
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Apples in heavy soil. —“Enfield,” 
October 6th, page 040, desires information 
as to ivell-flavourod Apples that will suc¬ 
ceed ill heavy soil in the North London 
area. Of dessert varieties, lie would find ] 
James Grieve, Kerry Pippin, Cornish 
Aromatic, Margil, Braddick’s Nonpareil, 
Rosemary Russet, Fearn’s Pippin, 
Cockle’s /Pippin good-flavoured free- 
croppers and such as succeed on a heavy 
soil. Among cooking varieties, Keswick 
Codlin, Golden Spire, Stirling Castle, 
Kentish Filbasket, Frogmore Prolific, 
Bismarck, Tower of Glamis, and Northern 
Greening should prove satisfactory.— 
A. W. 

Apple Adam’s Pearmain _This is a 

good, well-flavoured Apple. I have not 
grown it myself so far, hut I undorstand 
that it is very productive. It is of a good 
size and well worth growing, lieing quite 
first-class for all purposes; and ought to 
be in every garden. While half-a-dozen 
good varieties are about all that is really 
necessary for- practical puqioses, yet our 
mental pleasure is vastly increased by 
having many varieties, and I intend to 
add this to mv collection as one of the 
elect.—W. J. I^aumeb. 


January to March is the time when the 
bushes are at their best, for during mild 
weather at that time they are masses of 
white flowers and pink buds, well shown 
against the undergrowth of dark green 
leaves. The Laurustinus (Viburnum 
Timis) is a native of the Mediterranean 
region, and is a very old plant in our gar¬ 
dens. It varies a good deal in size, from 
a bush 3 feet or 4 feet high to a shrub 
12 feet or more In height and as far 
through. For a shrub from a compara¬ 
tively warm region it is very hardy, and 
grows well in most parts of the British 
Isles. Moreover, it is not fastidious re¬ 
garding soil, for it thrives in the natural 
soil of most gardens, whether it be loamy 
or of a lieuty character; heavy, cold clay 
is not, however, recommended. Unfor¬ 
tunately, it is a rather difficult subject to 
transplant, except when very small, and 
the removal of large bushes is always at¬ 
tended by some considerable risk. When, 
however, such bushes have to be moved, as 
much soil as possible should be kept about 
the roots, and some of the branches should 
be cut a wav to counterbalance root injury. 
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Cuttings of young shoots loot quite easily 
in frames during summer, and plants so 
raised are usually more free-flowering than 
those reared from seeds. Very often young 
plants a foot high and as far through set 
flowers freely, and such plants lifted and 
placed in pots are useful for conservatory, 
cool greenhouse, or dwelling-room during 
winter and early spring. Of several varie¬ 
ties V. T. lucidum is the most distinct, and 
can be distinguished from the type by its 
looser habit, more vigorous growth, glossy 
leaves which are often slightly variegated 
with yellow, and by its large heads of 
flowers. The flower-heads are produced 
less freely than by the type, but they are 
often 4 inches to 6 inches across. Branches 
of either plant can be used for cutting for 
house decoration, their only fault being 
that the opened flowers drop quickly. D. 

S urrty. 


GARDEN PE8T8 AND FRIENDS. 

THE VALUE OF BIRDS. 

In your issue for August 4th (page 41S), 
“ H. T. C.” writes : “ My garden is a verit¬ 
able bird sanctuary, and I have many op¬ 
portunities of watching their habits.” 
My experience is that many owners favour 
birds in the garden, while, at the same 
time, the gardener is expected to supply 
in their season the kinds of fruit culti¬ 
vated. If the owner attends to the trees 
and crops he has a full knowledge of the 
depredation that follows bird raids; but 
when the owner is only a casual visitor, 
and someone else has the responsibility, 
then the case differs materially. Cer¬ 
tainly, it is only a few of the many species 
of birds that are destructive to garden and 
orchard crops. Others are welcomed and 
preserved, but gardeners cannot be ex¬ 
pected to hold a brief for those birds which 
assiduously raid his crops. 

A bird that does incalculable mischief is 
the bullfinch. In winter and spring the 
call note of this bird warns the gardener 
that mischief is premeditated, Goose¬ 
berries, Pears, and Plums being early 
victims. Some years since a lady passing 
through our garden in summer inquired 
why we had a crop of Pears, and she had 
none. I at once inquired if the bullfinches 
were preserved. The answer came 
readily: ‘‘Oh! yes. Why?” The black¬ 
bird is another serious raider; its spring 
song is very fine, but it is of short dura¬ 
tion. On the other hand, its raids extend 
over the whole of the fruit season, and the 
loss of valuable fruit from this bird is 
serious. It cannot be said of the black¬ 
bird that in the matter of insects it does 
any useful work. Worms are its natural 
food, and if these are not abundant and of 
easy access it at once turns its attention 
to fruit. The house-sparrow has but few 
friends; the mischief it can do among 
Gooseberries and Peas, especially in town 
gardens, makes it distinctly unfriendly 
with gardeners. The farmer, too, is open 
to lose much of his ripening corn where 
sparrows congregate. The hedge-sparrow, 
on the other hand, is a welcome occupant 
of the garden, and should be strictly pre¬ 
served. The thrush one can tolerate, be¬ 
cause its food largely consists of snails 
and white slugs. If it would only take 
the noxious black slug, it would be a 
greater benefactor. Tomtits prey on 
Pears and Peas heavily in some seasons. 
Many a bounteous Pear crop has been 
much reduced by these birds sampling all 
the best fruit in the autumn. In a dry 
season the starling is a terror to garden 
and orchard crops of Apples and Pears ; in 
rainy weather it finds other food, and is, 
no doubt, a farmer’s friend. Whatever 
may be said for or against birds, one can¬ 
not depend on them dealing with the 
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hordes of insects which infest the garden 
in their varied forms. Without insecti¬ 
cides it would be quite futile attempting 
to grow some kinds of fruit. “ A. T. C.” 
iittributes the freedom from insect pests 
to birds, but there are certainly other 
causes not due to birds for the freedom 
from some insect pests this year. For in¬ 
stance, the past season is the first in my 
forty years’ experience when Cherries 
were not attacked by black aphis, and I 
cannot recall another year when there 
were so few birds, the severe wintry 
weather destroying great numbers of the 
more useful species. I have missed the 
goldfinch, golden-crested wren, common 
wren, hedge sparrow, and haw-finch this 
year, and certainly there have been fewer 
insects, due perhaps in great measure to 
the severity of the past winter. 

W. S. 


GRUBS IN CARROTS. 

I usually sow Carrots late—about first 
week in June—to avoid the fly, which is 
a pest about here. This year, owing to 
the late spring, the fly was six weeks 
later thaji usual, and it cleared my bed. 
I resowed, using an early Short Horn 
variety; but it did nothing, owing to the 
bad weather this autumn. When pulling 
the roots up, I find them infested with the 
same grub. Are there two broods? It is 
certainly what I have always taken to be 
the fly—a wiry, yellowish larva, § inch 
long, and as thick as a large pin, looking 
very stiff and straight, and often seen 
protruding from the root when the latter 
is pulled up. There is nothing else like 
it on any other roots in the garden.— 
H. W. Daltry, Crewe. 

[From the description you give, the in¬ 
sects found on the Carrots would be the 
larvie of the Carrot fly (Psila rosse), and 
we hope you have put all roots found in¬ 
fested as stated into the tire and not let 
them lie about to be the source of future 
trouble. As you speak of this pest being 
prevalent in your locality, may we ask if 
anything has been done in the way of 
giving the surface of the soil where Carrots 
have been and where they are to be grown 
an autumnal dressing of gas lime, a soil 
fumigant, or fresh-slaked Jime in spring, 
with a view not only to lessen attack, hut 
to eradicate it altogether? It seems to us 
to be useless either to defer sowing or to 
apply a surface remedy if some such 
measures as those mentioned are not 
adopted to rid the soil of their presence. 
We have seen the same disappointment re¬ 
sult from a late sowing as followed an 
earlier sowing in the same garden, so that 
sowing later In the season cannot always 
be depended on as a means of frustrating 
or checking attack. Paraffin is the best 
known surface remedy to apply after the 
plants come through the soil, and whether 
seed-sowing takes place at the usual time 
or later it is best to be on the safe side in 
all such cases as yours, and resort to it at 
the time the seedlings are in the condition 
stated. The paraffin is best mixed with 
something of an absorbent nature, like 
sawdust or sand. If the flies have not laid 
their eggs this will deter them from doing 
so, and if the dressing Is renewed again 
when the plants are about 4 inches in 
height and the roots are beginning to swell 
it will, or should, render them immune 
from further attack. The formula for the 
preceding is to mix one pint of paraffin 
with two pecks of sawdust or sand. This 
is best done on a shutter, an old door, or 
anything of a like description, to prevent 
waste of material. When thoroughly 
mixed strew sufficient of it between tbe 
rows to just cover the ground, but do not 
allow it to come into actual contact with 
the plants. If you have not hitherto done 
anything towards eradicating the pest in 
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the manner suggested during the winter 
months we advise you to do so now, and 
the earlier it is seen to the better.] 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Abies nobilis dying. —I send you with 
this a bottle containing some worms like 
centipedes found at the roots of a very 
fine young Abies nobilis, which was two 
or three years planted and had shown 
very fine and strong growth, and was 
about 6 feet high. It took the place of a 
fine ornamental Fir of forty to fifty years 
of age, which died about four years ago. 
The young A. nobilis died this spring just 
when making its new growths. It was 
taken out last week and the roots and soil 
thoroughly examined. The roots were 
found to contain large numbers of these 
centipedes. Kindly let me know what the 
insects are and if tjiey were likely to cause 
the death of the trees, whether the ground 
was not sufficiently reinforced after the 
death of the first tree, or if they were 
likely to be imported in the roots of the 
young tree? Also, let me know how to 
kill them before replanting? It is at the 
side of an avenue, and the space'there does 
not leave much room to plant in a new 
position.—IV. J. C. 

[The creatures- sent are millipedes, and 
it is highly probable that they have been 
the cause of the death of the tree, since 
they feed upon roots. At the same time, 
it would be well to examine carefully the 
roots in older U> discover whether they 
have been attacked by the white root 
fungus or the honey fungus, which make 
curious growth of a dark colour, not at 
all unlike roots of a tree itself. In any 
case, before replanting, the millipedes 
should be destroyed, the best way of doing 
this being to make holes about it inches 
in depth, one to each squire yard, and 
pour into each a teaspoonful of carbon 
bisulphide, immediately covering flic hole 
up. The fumes of carbon bisulphide are 
deadly to animal life; and as they are 
inflammable, no light must be allowed to 
come near the chemical during the treat¬ 
ment.] 

Mussel-scale on Apple-trees _I have 

some standard Apple-trees infested with 
mussel-scale. Last winter I sprayed with 
Woburn wash made exactly in accordance 
with tlie Board of Agriculture leaflet, 
soaking stems and branches; but it had 
not the slightest effect; rather, the in¬ 
sect seemed to thrive all the more. Lime- 
wash luts done far more good. I have 
some Sodalin and paraffin emulsion tliis 
year. Would it be better to paint it on 
the trees with a stiff brush with a long 
handle, taking the usual precautions 
necessary with caustic? Is .there any 
other treatment you can recommend for 
the destruction of tliis insect?—H. W. 
Daltry, Crewe. 

[Spraying is non-effective for the de¬ 
struction of mussel-scale, nothing less than 
scrubbing or, at any rate, brushing all the 
infested iiarts of stems and branches with 
a clean, half-worn-out paint-brush being 
of any avail. Woburn wash or ordinary 
caustic alkali solution is effective if ap¬ 
plied as suggested, i.e., vigorously. We 
have had no experience of Sodalin, but 
paraffin emulsion is equally as efficacious 
as the two previously-mentioned remedies 
if applied in the same way.] 

Caterpillars and greenstuff. —I never re¬ 
member having seen these so numerous as 
they are this autumu. In this district 
(West Surrey) all of the Brassieas are so 
eaten that only the ribs of the leaves are 
left. I have Brussels Sprouts, 3 feet high, 
riddled. Some of my neighbours are band¬ 
picking, employing girls and paying them 
by the hundred. This could not be done 
in field culture. If labour could hare 
been had, it would have paid to spray the 
plants if they had been clone early. I am 
feeding the plants, hoping they w ill out¬ 
grow it later on.— W. Surrey. 
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VEGETABLES. 

VEGETABLES FOR EXHIBITION. 
The expression of opinion by “ A Scottish 
Gardener,” on page 580, deprecating the 
showing of out-of-season vegetables in 
summer and early autumn, is one I quite 
agree with. Who is to blame for en¬ 
couraging Leeks, Parsnips, and Celery to 
be exhibited at a season of the year when 
such vegetables are “ not in form,” and, 
therefore, unsuitable for consumption? 
Who but those who frame the schedules 
for the societies they represent? Usually, 
the prizes for the best collections, com¬ 
prising so many varieties, are worth striv¬ 
ing for, and it is the impetus thus offered 
that induces gardeners to glow them, and 
push them on for the summer shows. As 
to their suitability for the table, there 
cannot be two opinions. Everyone knows 
that it is the advent of cold weather and 
frosty nights that adds tenderness to both 
Parsnips and Celery, and I venture to say 
that Leeks come within that category. 
There is no comparison between a stick of 
Celery lifted in August and one, say, in 
November. One is stringy and unpalat- 


dener,” that the vegetables mentioned by 
him complete their usefulness—if useful¬ 
ness it can be called—when the exhibition 
is over. To me it seems a waste of 
material that eventually would be of ser¬ 
vice, but when lifted in August their 
value for food is so small that they are 
cast aside, having achieved their object 
at the exhibition, most iieople preferring 
more appetising and seasonable vegetables, 
such as Peas and Beans. But so long as 
the best prizes are offered for collections 
of vegetables stipulated to embrace cer¬ 
tain varieties, so long, it is to be feared, 
will Leeks, Celery, and Parsnips be grown 
and forced for show by a given date, 
quite regardless as to whether they will 
be of service then as articles of food. We 
live in times, however, when food produc¬ 
tion is uppermost in the minds of those 
who own gardens, and it is questionable 
whether growing for show vegetables that 
are unseasonable is the best course to pur¬ 
sue. It is up to those who have the com¬ 
pilation of schedules another year to give 
their support only to collections of veget¬ 
ables that are of most use at the date of 
exhibiting; then, and not until then, 
shall we have reform. Leahitrst. 


the degree of warmth mentioned, the alter¬ 
native is to grow Potatoes of an early 
variety in it, as very little heat would be 
required for these, and they would be out 
of the way before the house would be re¬ 
quired for Tomatoes. By selecting the 
tubers and getting them sprouted in ad¬ 
vance the maturing of the crop would in 
this case be considerably hastened. Suit¬ 
able varieties are numerous, Sharpe's Ex¬ 
press being excellent in every way for the 
purpose. If this suggestibn is acted upon, 
get the tubers to the required number 
placed in boxes, eye ends uppermost, and 
put them, without further delay, into a 
cool, light, airy, frost-proof place to 
sprout. A suitable variety of French 
Bean is Canadian Wonder.] 

Lifting Beetroot and Carrots. —There is 
a tendency on the part of writers to ad¬ 
vise the lifting of these roots earlier than 
used to be the case. On light or well- 
drained land both can be left until the 
end of November; in fact, on sandy soils 
they could remain all the winter where 
grown, drawing some soil around the 
Beets if severe weather sets in. They re¬ 
tain their flavour and freshness better 
wiien not lifted too soon. Celeriac is 
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The Garland Daphne (D. Cncornm) growing over high, stone edging to bank of hardy shrubs. 

(See page 665.) 


able, the other is crisp, tender, and of a 
nutty flavour. It is common knowledge, 
too, that frost improves Parsnips; and 
for tenderness, those lifted in December 
are much to be preferred to those grown 
for exhibition in August, however large 
they may be. As “ A Scottish Gardener ” 
puts it—and rightly so, it seems to me— 
the best test “is to be found in the 
kitchen.” That, of course, is the only test 
worth applying. If the huge specimens 
which we sometimes see exhibited early in 
August came within the cook’s adjudica¬ 
tion, they would certainly not receive 
premier honours. 

Grossness ought not to be taken into 
account in awarding prizes; but I am 
afraid it is too often. It is generally ad¬ 
mitted that medium-sized vegetables in 
their season are the tenderest; small 
Marrows, Cucumbers, Cauliflowers, and, 
Indeed, most vegetables are to be pre¬ 
ferred to the overgrown, huge specimens 
that meet the eye jjt so 
is a fact, as stafedVy-J 


many shows. It 
1 Gar- 




NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Tomato-house in winter_ I have a 

Tomato-house, 25 feet long by 14 feet 
wide, presently lying idle. Kindly ad¬ 
vise me what would be best to grow in it 
during the winter? I want something 
that would mature quickly so as to be 
cleared out before preparing for next 
seaison’s Tomatoes; and, likewise, to pay 
for firing during cold weather. —Avon. 

[In framing a reply to your query we 
labour under a disadvantage, as you tell 
us nothing as to the heating arrangements, 
or, in other words, the highest temperature 
you can command in the bouse in question. 
Had you done so we should have been in a 
better i>osition to advise you. For instance, 
the house might be devoted to the growing 
of French Beans exclusively if a regular 
temperature ranging from 65 degs. to 70 
degs. can be assured. French Beans are, 
under good management, a paying crop, 
and the plants would be out of the way in 
time for Tomatoes to lie planted. If the 
house is not adequately heated to.secure 


another vegetable that is taken up too 
early.—C. T. 

Swedes. —Where Swedes are grown in 
the garden it should be borne in mind 
that, these roots are readily affected by 
frost. To prevent damage, two courses 
are open. One is, of course, to lift and 
store in a similar way to that practised in 
the case of Turnips.' This course is, per¬ 
haps, more generally followed than the 
other, which is to cover the roots bodily 
with about 6 inches of .soil. This makes 
tlieon quite secure, and I thank is the 
better method, the roots lifting plumper 
and moie full of moisture than those 
which are stored. Of course, it is advis¬ 
able to lift and store a proportion for use 
in the not unlikely eveait of severe frost, 
when it might be dangerous to uncover 
those in the open. — A Scottish Gar¬ 
dener. _ 

-‘The Bngllsh Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds ."—Nest Edition, 12th. revised, <mth deecriptiona 
v all the tost plants, trot, and shrubs, their culture amt 
arrangement, Uluetrated on mod. Cloth, medium Svc, lie. 
poet free. lie. lid. 0/ a 8 Bookseller > or from the offlm 
oj Gardeniho Illustrated, M, Lincoln'* inn ticids , 
Isndtm, W.C. J. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

APPLES TO EAT AND COOK 

WITHOUT FACTORY SUGAR. 

Re note by “W.” (page 630). It would, I 
think, be a ease of carrying coals to New¬ 
castle to give a list of the best Apples for 
his own information, as I think few are 
better judges of a good Apple than him¬ 
self, and I quite agree with him that the 
perfect list should contain none but the 
best, and that there are really only two 
classes—good and bad. Still, there are 
some fairly useful Apples that one could 
hardly call first-class, and I would not ex¬ 
clude these entirely for market at present, 
though I hoi>e to see them eliminated in 
time. At any rate, the sour sorts ought 
never to be grown, and I would rule these 
out. They are purely Crabs, and a waste 
of good land and valuable time. If I were 
restricted to a few sorts I should have 
James Grieve, St. Edmund’s Russet, 
Blenheim Orange, Cox’s Orange Pippin, 
King’s Acre Pippin, Adam's I’earmain, 
Rosemary Russet, and D’Arcy. 

If there lte room for more add Brown¬ 
lees’ Russet, May Queen, Egremout Rus¬ 
set, Old Golden Pippin, King of Tomp¬ 
kins County, Alfriston, Lord Burghley, 
Ard Cairn Russet, Orleans Reinette, 
Wykerr Pippin, Bess Pool, Hibeton, and 
Golden Russet. These twen.ty-.two Apples 
would, I think, be fairly representative of 
the best sorts, and even in a small garden 
one might,‘by grafting, say, three sorts on 
each tree, have the lot on seven trees or 
so, bearing in mind that sorts the fruit of 
which is ready for gathering at the same 
time and of similar habit of growth are 
best for each set. In my own case I have 
room for all the varieties, but I shall have 
some of them grafted In threes. I have 
nearly all these sorts at present and some 
more which I like less, but most are very 
young. Alfriston is a very good cooking 
Apple, but I think Blenheim Orange very 
hard to excel as a general purpose Apple 
when well grown. It is truly a type of 
Apple that we want more of, especially for 
late use. My list does not contain all the 
Apples worthy of a place in a select list, 
and there are many more that I intend to 
grow, not as full trees, but as composite 
trees; that is to say, more sorts than one 
on a tree. 

Blenheim Orange this year has, in dis¬ 
tricts that suit it, been magnificent. I 
have seen some enormous specimens of it 
of choicest quality, requiring not one grain 
of added sugar when cooked, and fine in 
its natural state, and, ' indeed, from a 
health point of view, even better than when 
cooked. It is fetching a very high price 
locally. 

I read “W.’s” note re the Forge Apple 
with interest, and I intend to add this to 
my collection. I like variety in apiiear- 
anee and flavour, and it is just as easy to 
have it us not when we grow for ourselves. 
For market a great quantity of one sort is 
usually best, and good cropping is essen¬ 
tial, but, as I have said, 1 would rule out 
all sour sorts rigidly, as too wasteful and 
unwholesome. W. J. Farmer. 

[A very good selection, but why omit 
Stunner, our best late dessert Apple, and 
Wellington, the beet late cooking Apple 
we have, while a place ought also to be 
found for Golden Noble, which breaks 
down so well when cooked, and Norfolk 
Benufin, so valuable late in the season? 
It must also be borne in mind that, though 
tile sorbs named by \V. J. Farmer may 
succeed with him in the west, it will be 
found that many of them are useless in 
other districts, as, for example, D’Arcy, 
qurely an Essex Awdp and a faihire else- 
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where. Mabbot’s Peaimain ought also to 
find a place, as also Bramley’s, a universal 
favourite. Unfortunately, the present-day 
craze is for size, as in the case of Rev. W. 
Wilks, Gloria Mundi, and Peasgood’s, only 
grown to please the eye. Other Apples 
that deserve a place are Lane’s Prince 
Albert and Annie Elizabeth.—W. P. T.] 


DR. WOODS HUTCHINSON ON FOOD. 
Doctors live on our ills and are rarely 
students of health, and never deal with the 
cause of disease. In their best books you 
look in vain for the cause of very serious 
forms of disease. But they very rarely 
air their ignorance of the health in the 
way which Dr. Woods Hutchinson does in 
The Times recently. 

Gout, rheumatism, and Bright’s 
disease, the other great so-called nutri¬ 
tional or food diseases, were absolutely 
insignificant in the Army. If anything 
were needed to give the final death¬ 
blow to the uric acid delusion It had 
been furnished by the war. The men 
had simply revelled in meat (red meat 
.at that) three times a day, with 
abundance of sugar, sweet jams, tea, 
and coffee, and yet gout was unknown 
and rheumatism was rare, and the 
cases which occurred had been brought 
into tfie Army. The ravings of the 
whole tribe of vegetarians against 
meat-eating had been shown to be 
utterly absurd by experiments on a 
scale of tens of millions. Meat in 
liberal amounts had been shown to be 
one of the most wholesome foods. 

He takes men in the prime of youth, 
selected for tlieir health, strength, and 
fitness, trained in the open air and en¬ 
gaged all day long in arduous physical 
exercises, as a guide to what other men 
living under vastly different conditions 
should eat. All this is quite wrong. The 
only real tost is a healthy old age, and if 
Dr. Woods Hutchinson were versed in the 
literature of his own profession he would 
know what serious errors he is making 
with regard to food. Let him read Bou¬ 
chard and Bunge, and he will learn some¬ 
thing of the great amount of harmful acid 
which a man who takes meat three times a 
day absorbs. Bouchard’s book on “ Self- 
poisoning ” is a remarkable work, which 
he most certainly should read, if he reads 
anything at all, which we doubt. What 
this British doctor praises, the learned 
doctors and physiologists in the main 
languages of the world have denounced. 
The evil effects of excessive flesh-eating 
are evident by the common experience of 
mankind, which should be taken into view. 
That is a part of science as much as any¬ 
thing else. By far the greater part of the 
population of the world—the Chinese, the 
!>eoples of India largely, the inhabitants of 
the Balkans, Greeks, Irish, and our own 
agricultural imputation—in ordinary times 
eat little meat, and some none at all. On 
the other hand, it is well known that our 
own Army at one time had an insufficiency 
of fresh fruit and vegetables, which just 
then could not be got, and the absence of 
which led to the outbreak of certain 
diseases. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Brussels Sprouts. — One notices in 
shops and greengrocers’ carts this year 
many Brussels Sprouts that would nave 
been better left for some time longer, so 
poor are they. This may be attributed 
partly to a poor condition of the soil in 
" iiiit-h they have been grown; but I rather 
flunk the true .solution lies in the fact 
that the seed was sown late in the first in¬ 
stance. What necessity is there to gather 
Sprouts that would ultimately, if left, 


grow into good food, when there are other 
things available. If Brussels Sprouts 
are really wanted in November, it is ob¬ 
vious that they should be given a long 
period of growth to secure a plentiful 
supply. Picking the Sprouts in Novem¬ 
ber when they are about half the size of 
Walnuts is not getting the best return. 
To my mind, one gets the finest flavoured 

r outs after a good frost or two.— 

F. D. 

Colour in Beet. —Although there are 
many- varieties in cultivation to-day, I 
have found none, amongst the few sorts I 
grow, to compare with the old Cheltenham 
Green Top. It is good in colour, and deli¬ 
cious when cooked—two points upon 
which much emphasis is laid by growers 
of Beet. Given a good, deep soil, one 
which has been manured for some previous 
crop, one can depend on this well-tried 
sort. I cannot find any variety to equal 

it.—WOODB A ST WICK. 

[In a collection of Beet shown at the 
Royal Horticultural Society’s meeting on 
October 23rd, and the roots of which had 
been cut to test colour, the flesh of the 
Cheltenham Green Top was by far the 
darkest of those exhibited. Some years 
ago, when a trial of Beet was made at 
Chiswick, this same variety had the 
darkest coloured flesh. It is very curious 
that the flesh of .some Beets with almost 
black leafage, and which one would natur¬ 
ally suppose would have very dark flesh, 
is pale and poor in the extreme.—E d.] 
Storing Walnuts. —I notice you suggest 
storing Walnuts by placing them in bags 
and suspending them. I always thought 
storage in dry soil or sand was considered 
tile method most likely to keep the kernels 
from becoming too dried up. This is my 
practice. Of course, the other Nuts can 
be so treated, if desired. Another way is 
to lay them out on the floor or shelves of 
a cellar. As tile latter are mostly- a trifle 
damp, the effect on the kernel would be 
similar to tile method of stoning in soil or 
sand; whereas, hanging up in bags in a 
dry place would be quite the opposite. 
One can (sometimes pick up late in the year 
under leaves odd Nuts that are quite 
sound. Tliis points to slight moisture 
being good.—C. Turner. 

Cooking Kohl Rabi. —Seeing an inquiry 
i.n your issue of October 27th by “ A. 
Knight,” as to the proper manner of 
cooking Kohl Rabi, I send the recipe, a 
Swiss one, which I use, and which I find 
quite satisfactory:—Peel the bulb-like 
part of stem, and remove any- woody out¬ 
side growth (if any). Cut in rather thin 
slices, which put into boiling water with 
some salt in it, and boil till tender. This ' 
takes twenty to thirty minute®. Serve 
witfi white sauce. Kohl Rabi made into 
soup after being cooked as above is deli¬ 
cious.—C. S. 

Apple James Grieve _I like this Apple. 

It bears freely, the fruits handsome, of 
good size—J lb. to 3 lb. each from pyra¬ 
mid trees—and of excellent flavour. 
Moreover, it is not too crisp, though 
juicy, and for an early Apple keeps in 
good condition for some time. I find it 
one of -the best of the earlier dessert 
Apples, and the tree is a good grower.— 
North London. 

Pear Catillac. —I consider this the best 
of all the stewing Pears, and have grown 
it successfully on a north wall. Many 
years ago, in a large garden in west Nor¬ 
folk this was most satisfactory from trees 
grown in the open, far better than Uve- 
dale’s St. Germain. I have now in my 
fruit-room a bushel of nice fruit, gathered 
from a tree in light, dry soil. These will 
keep till March. —West Surrey. 

Cooking Scorzonera.—I see in Garden¬ 
ing, page 606, a request for cooking Scor- 
zonera. It is much liked here. Scrape 
the roots under water, and place at mice 
in water which lias a little Lemon juice 
or vinegar in it. Bool till quite tender, 
place on toast, and pour while sauce over 
it. —(Mrs.) Frances Danyek 
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ROSES. 

ROSE LADY WATERLOW. 

This is tie finest late Rose we have tried, 
and is in flower now—near the first day of 
December. It does well in all ways, and 
mostly with us on Oak trellis, where It 
is usually not over-pruned. It is a tall 
and free-growing Rose of distinct value. 


OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

ANNUALS FOR NEXT SEASON. 

It seems likely that we shall have to eco¬ 
nomise in the flower garden in the coming 
year quite as much as during the past 
two seasons; and it will, therefore, be 
advisable to make provision for the ne¬ 
cessary number of annuals which, next to 


autumn, those sown In the open in the 
spring, and a few that are the better if 
sown in a cold frame and transplanted. 
Those in the first class are represented 
by things like Antirrhinums and Corn¬ 
flowers, which, once in a particular spot, 
can be relied on to come up year after 
year, and may either be thinned out or 
the ground dug over and the strongest 
seedlings replanted. One Is fairly safe in 



Bose Lady Wattrlow in vase, with Fantin’s masterpiece (J loon Daisies) on wall. 


Pegging down Roses (F. H.). — Your 
best plan would lie. to peg down some—-not 
all—of the growths. Strang - growing 
sorts may lie profitably treated in this 
way, doing this now, arid the practice is 
advisable .with such varieties, as it pre¬ 
vents them becoming tall and ungainly. 
Shy-blooming Roses may be induced to 
flower mow freely by the horizontal train¬ 
ing of their growths than by any other 

“digitized by GO glC 


hardy perennials, furnish Ihe best dis¬ 
play at the least expense. It is well to 
remember before making such provision 
the particular Season for which the dis¬ 
play is required. 

Annuals which come within thq reach 
of practically all growers may lie roughly 
divided into four classes — those coming 
upon the same ground, self-sown, year 
1 after year, those which may be sown in 


sowing several annuals in autumn; but 
with others it is rather a risky experi¬ 
ment, especially in seasons like that of 
1910 and 1917; and if there is any doubt 
as to tlie complete hardiness, it is best to 
leave the sowing until the spring, this 
applying more especially to those things 
which, although in the seed state, will 
come safely through the winter and ger¬ 
minate. are us-very young plants some- 
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what tender. For spring sowing the 
ground may be manured, dug deeply, and 
left in the rough, so that the frost has a 
chance to pulverise it. Those annuals 
which are the better sown under cover 
include such tilings as Phlox Drummondi 
and French Marigolds for small beds, and 
Aslers of various kinds, especially sinensis, 
and Pentstemons for those of larger size. 
The more tender annuals, which require 
to be sown early in heat to have them in 
perfection, hardly come within the reach 
of the small grower. E. P. S. 

Hardwick. 


THE WATER AVENS (GEUM RIVALE) 
GUILDFORD VARIETY. 

This was introduced to cultivation by the 
late Mr. Selfe Leonard, of Guildford. 1 
am not quite sure, but I have an idea that 
lie collected the variety in Norway. Per¬ 
haps some reader may be able to throw 
definite light on this point. The type is 
common in many parts of this country, 
generally growing in rather stiff soil by 
ditch sides. It grows about 18 inches high, 
with drooping, half-closed, Rose-like 
blossoms, soft old-rose in colour, shaded 
and veined with creamy-yellow. It is not 
uncommon to find the Wood Avens (Geum 
urbanum) growing near G. rivale. This is 
taller and more wiry, the flowers smaller, 
open flatter, pale yellow, and erect instead 
of drooping. Where the two species grow 
together one may often find natural hybrids 
intermediate in character, with flowers 
half-way between those of the parents in 
size and colour, and carried half-way be¬ 
tween nodding and erect. 

The Guildford variety of Geum rivale is 
a greatly improved form. The flowers are 
larger, open wider, and their colour, a 
curious crushed-strawberry, old-rose sort 
of shade, is much more decided. It is not 
a showy plant, but it has the. greatest possi¬ 
ble charm and grace. A few blossoms 
gathered and placed iu a vase are very 
beautiful. Geum Mrs. Bradshaw is a good 
plant in quite another way. I crossed 
Geum Mrs. Bradshaw with the Guildford 
Geum rivale. The resulting seedling is a 
very attractive mulatto with the habit of 
G. rivale, and rather larger, semi-double 
blossoms of a rich tawny port-wine colour. 
It is much more showy than the Guildford 
form of G. rivale, not quite so bright as 
Geum Mrs. Bradshaw, and as it has been 
in bloom since June and is still iu flower 
(November 12th) it promises to be very 
useful. Clarence Elliott. 

Stevenage. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Violet leaves injured. — I would Ik* verv 
grateful if vou would tell me what is wrong 
with the Violet leaves I send. The loose 
leaves are from the plants in frames, and 
the ouiers from outside. I was "told it 
was red-spider, and kept the leaves picked 
off from the Violets planted out. All 
the summer they were given soot water, 
and syringed with Quassia; but nothing 
seems to make any difference. My 
garden used to be a mass of Violets, and 
now there are hardly any left, all of 
which is due to this disease. I would lie 
most grateful if I could be told of a 
remedy.—L. H. W. 

[The little larvie attacking the Violets 
and causing a kind of gall by lotting the 
margin of the leaf belong to a species of 
Cecidiomyia—a very minute two-winged 
fly. It is very doubtful whether any 
kind of spray that you can apply will do 
much good ; but it is worth trying a nico¬ 
tine one on the plants outside ; and prob¬ 
ably fumigation of those in frames will 
be the best course to pursue. The only 
other thing possible is to pick off all the 
leaves showing Uw^alls as soon as they 
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can lie seen ; but as Ihe larva 1 fall to the 
earth and there pupate, it would be im¬ 
possible to destroy them all, and only 
constant vigilance is likely to keep them 
iu check.] 

Leaf-mould.— With the great value of 
leaf-mould in his mind many a gardener is 
at this season desirous of converting fallen 
leaves into a soluble condition as quickly 
as may be. The owner of a wild gnrdeu 
Inis no need to worry over the question, 
for the prevailing wind will sweep up this 
woodland harvest and pack it away iu 
hollows and corners in which he will 
always be able to secure a supply suffi¬ 
ciently matured for use. People less for¬ 
tunately situated should stack the leaves 
(those of hard-wooded trees are best) in a 
shallow pit, but merely to put them there 
and wait is not enough. To accelerate 
decay, and also to give more body to the 
material, I always mix a little sand, 
chopiied turves, or clean road-sweepings 
with the •leaves, also, as the collection 
grows, it is sprinkled with salt. This 
hastens decomposition in a very marked 
degree. Every three or four mouths the 
pile should be turned over. If this is not 
done tlie leaves are liable to become matted 
together, in which condition they are apt 
to become sour, or develop fungoid 
growths, and the process of decay is re¬ 
tarded. One hears of gardeners making 
leaf-mould by filling a tub with leaves, 
applying water, and subjecting tlie con¬ 
tents to pressure, but, while the resulting 
material may he useful enough ns rough 
stuff for working into heavy, cold land, I 
doubt whether real leaf-mould cau ever be 
made by any such method. Lime should 
never be employed in leaf collections, for 
it destroys humus and renders the material 
useless for the many subjects which de¬ 
light in leaf-mould and detest lime. Salt 
is much better, since it not only breaks up 
the vegetable tissues and liberates tlie 
potash, but, having done its work, it even¬ 
tually disappears.—A. T. X. 

Leucojum autumnale. — The dainty 
little autumn-flowering Snowflake (Leu¬ 
cojum autumnale) deserves the attention 
of those who own rock gardens, where this 
Snowflake looks exceedingly pleasing in a 
clump. It is perhaps somewhat tender, 
and 1 know’ of one or two northern growers 
who protect it with a handlight in winter ; 
but, as a rule* iu dry soil it survives. The 
flowers, on chocolate stems, are satin- 
white, tinged with red, the leaves narrow 
and grass-like.— -Dumfries. 

Campanula amabilis. —This has been in 
commerce for a feiv years, but has not 
found its way into a large number of 
gardens. It flowers freelv and grows to 
a height of about 18 inclies. In certain 
places it lias been considered a biennial. 
The habit of growth would favour this 
impression; but it really seems to be a 
good perennial. Mr. John Holms bad an 
excellent plant in bis garden at Forr- 
makin, Renfrewshire, last summer.—S. 
Arnott. 

Ononis rotundifolia. —It is interesting 
to read the note by “ VV. 0.” (page 638) 
on the hardiness of this. It is not very 
hardy; but it is possible that the treat¬ 
ment given by your correspondent may 
help it. Cutting it down after flowering 
in spring is not usually done, and may 
possibly help it to stand the winter. A 
moot ]x>int is that it may exhaust itself 
by over-production of seed when not cut 
down. 1 find that young plants -stand the 
winter much better than old ones.—S. 
Arnott. 

Astilbe simplicifolia. —This Astilbe, 
only growing a few inches high, is very 
useful for a shady, moist spot in the rock 
garden. It likes a sandy, leafy soil, and 
must not be allowed to become dry. Its 
little spikes of creamy flowers are produced 
very freely, and it does not- -seem at all 
difficult to grow.—AV. 0. 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

OLD CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

As an old grower and exhibitor of Chrys¬ 
anthemums I am always interested when 
I read anything about varieties that thirty 
years or more ago were thought much of. 
It was, therefore,' with pleasure that I 
noticed “ W. McG.’s” reference iu tlie 
issue of October 27th to the early-flowering 
sort, Mine. Desgrange, and its sport, G. 
Wennig; also the allusion to Soeur 
Melanie. “ W. McG.” rightly designates 
Mme. Desgrange as the pioneer of the 
early-flowering section. I well recollect in 
the seventies procuring my first plants, 
which came into bloom towards the end of 
August and were considered quite a new 
departure, and afterwards, when dis¬ 
budding was more generally practised and 
buds were “ taken,” it was looked upon as 
an achievement to have blooms so large 
and fine at an early date. I do not think, 
however, that “ W. McG.” is correct if he 
wishes it to be understood that Soeur 
Melanie can tie placed quite in the same 
category, as it is really one of the first of 
the mid-season sorts. I have a vivid re¬ 
collection of growing it in 6-lnch pots, be¬ 
cause of its dwarfnese and its value for 
front rows of groujis, for which purpose I 
used it in those days at the early Novem¬ 
ber .exhibitions. It was a good white, 
blooming profusely in clusters, and could 
always be depended upon. We owe a deal 
to Mme. Desgrange, inasmuch a6 its intro¬ 
duction was the forerunner of countless 
beautiful early sorts which enriched both 
garden and greenhouse before the blossom¬ 
ing of the mid-season varieties. 

Enthusiasm of old exhibitors. —One’s 
mind reverts to the year 1887, when for 
nearly twelve weeks of that summer not a 
drop of rain fell and many things in the 
garden died. That was the testing time 
with many Chrysanthemum growers. 
Twice a day, and sometimes oftener, the 
plants had to be watered, and where, as in 
my own ease, I had over one hundred, the 
labour involved was great. The long 
drought hastened the ripening of wood to 
such an extent that many societies found, 
as the autumn approached, that the dates 
originally fixed for their shows were use¬ 
less through the plants flowering earlier, 
and many alterations liad to be made. 
Societies sprang up everywhere, so great 
was the popularity of the Chrysanthemum, 
and for a time most of the exhibitions were 
well patronised. I know of more than one 
exhibition where the members agreed not 
to receive any prize money so that the 
society could be put on a sound financial 
basis. 

Debates and conferences. —About this 
time I was a member of a society which 
held meetiugs monthly at which papers 
were read, sometimes by gardeners round 
the district or by some of tlie members 
themselves. It was looked upon as a sort 
of mutual improvement society on matters 
relating to Chrysanthemums. Afterwards 
the papers were criticised in a friendly 
fashion, and much useful information was 
gained thereby. 

Characteristics of certain varieties. 
—Looking back on my exhibition days one 
remembers how, in frequent contact with 
the plants as they stood on beds of ashes 
in long rows in tlie garden, one became 
accustomed to recognise some Chrysanthe¬ 
mums by peculiarity in growth or foliage. 
For instance, Elaine, that superb white, 
which for purity I do not think has been 
surpassed, was noted for its light foliage 
interspersed with white veins, especially 
at tlie extremities of the shoots. Source 
d’Or, whose wonderful blooms of old gold 
ted somewhat of a sensation when It 
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was first introduced and is yet popular, 
was easily distinguished by dark green and 
somewhat stiff foliage. Julia Lagravere is 
best remembered for its flatfish crimson 
blossoms amongst a profusion of finely-cut 
dense green foliage. Val de Andorre, a 
Chestnut-red Japanese, was conspicuous on 
account of Broad green foliage, which hung 
well over the pot and made it a favourite 
for groups. Peter the Great was another 
sort easy to find in a row of plants long 
before its yellow blooms opened. Its 
foliage was short and stiff. 

Traipsed Chrysanthemums. — In the 
days referred to much interest was taken 
in training plants for exhibition. It was 
looked upon with favour by a certain class, 
but it cannot be said that it ever became 
popular with the small grower, simply be¬ 
cause he lacked room and time to devote 
to the plants. As standards some of the 
Pompous, such as the coloured forms, 
Cedo Nulli, Black Douglas, and Lizzie 
Holmes, were found at shows. Other sorts 
were trained pyramid fashion, or over 
balloon-shaped frames. They were very 
attractive, but caused exhibitors a deal of 
anxiety in getting them to and from the 
show. Other beautiful varieties were 
popular in their day, like Mrs. Ruiidle, 
Geo. Glenny, James Salter, Barbara, 
Jardin des Plantes, Belle Panle, and 
Chevalier Donnige—mere names to some 
present-day gardeners for the simple 
reason that they were outdistanced by 
others in the exhibition arena on account 
of size of newer bat not more beautiful 
sorts. Leahdrst. 


stock which had prepared for swarming. 
Stimulative feeding was continued after 
the honey flow until the first week in 
October. An inverted bottle of candied 
honey was set on the stock, which was 
then packed down for winter, a glass 
Guilt and chaff cushion 1 icing used. In 
1917 the brood was “spread” at the first 
opportunity, and much of the stores was 
taken away, to allow of spring stimula¬ 
tive feeding, and also, which is important 
to notice, to give room for egg depositing. 
A strong swarm which was thrown off was 
returned, and six empty frames were ex¬ 
changed for six full ones taken away. 
Later on, two supers were removed, ex¬ 
tracted, and returned for refilling, and 
then afterwards other supers were put on 
as required, and in the usual manner. 

My friend attributes his success to the 
following reasons(1) The young, 
vigorous queen of a good, proved strain 
being introduced to the strong stock which 
covered ten frames when packed down 
for winter. (2) Stimulative feeding and 
judicious removal of stores in spring. 
13) The exceptionally good honey season 
(1917), and the fact that the bees were 
ready to take advantage of the earliest 
fruit blossom. 

The apiary, of which this was one hive, 
is situated in the Midlands. I have only 
to add that uninterrupted winter feeding 
will be necessary for the stock in question. 

B. R. H. 

THE WEEK’S WORK. 


ing of [Suitable compost as opportunity 
occurs. Some beds and borders planted 
with Hybrid Tea Roses have been given 
a good mulch of partially decayed manure. 

The rock garden is being finally cleaned 
and put in order for the winter. It is 
necessary to remove all leaves, or as they 
decay there is danger of their rotting the 
smaller-growing plants. All tender sub¬ 
jects have been given suitable protection. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Lilford Hall Gardens, Oundlff, Northants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Poinsettias. —These, as they are now 
beginning to develop their showy bracts, 
should be assisted with a stimulant. 
Guano and Clay’s fertiliser are both suit¬ 
able in that they increase the size of the 
bracts and add to the brilliancy of the 
colour. Like the improved form of Salvia 
splondons, they are fine subjects for house 
and conservatory adornment at this time 
of year; but should not be stood in a room 
or structure where the temperature goes 
below 50 degs., nor where they are likely 
to experience cold draughts. The latest 
batch should be accorded plenty of space 
so that the lowermost leave® do not pre¬ 
maturely turn yellow and fall, and a 
genial growing atmosphere maintained 
without too much humidity, otherwise 
tlie plants will be apt to become drawn. 

Salvia splendens _The improved type, 

or S. s. grandiflora, makes a brilliant dis¬ 
play at this season, and should, as the 
beauty of the flowers quickly becomes 
spoilt if placed in moist surroundings, be 
put where the ah is dry or can be kept so 
by turning on a little fire heat. Single 
and double white Marguerites associate 
well with these Salvias, and greatly en¬ 
hance tiie display. As they pass out of 
bloom a convenient number' of the best of 
tlie old plants should be partly cut back 
and placed in a warm greenhouse for pro¬ 
pagating. 

Begonia Gloire de Lorraine. — This 
and the white form now coming into 
bloom should have a temperature ranging 
from 55 degs. to 58 degs., accompanied 
with a moderately dry atmosphere. A 
little artificial manure once a week pro¬ 
motes the production of flowers, and 
accentuates the colour. If the house is 
provided with ground ventilators, by 
which means tlie flow of air admitted is 
warmed before it readies tho plants, they 
may lie left partly open day and night, ad¬ 
mitting air at the apex in accordance with 
weather conditions. Tlie plants, when 
the flowers are fully open, should be 
placed with other subjects in the show 
house or conservatory; but if a house is 
given up entirely to them they create a 
finer effect if kept there and arranged on 
a groundwork of Maiden-hair Feins. 

Cyclamens. —The plants are now push¬ 
ing up their blooms apace, and should 
continue to be assisted with mild and oft- 
repeated doses of some artificial manure, 
sprinkling it on the surface of the soil 
when about to apply water. Water care¬ 
fully, tapping each pot beforehand to see 
if water is required, and keep the ashes 
on tlie beds and stages moist to avert 
possible attacks of tlirip, which quickly 
cripples the blooms. . A temperature 
similar to that advised for Lorraine Be¬ 
gonias suits Cyclamens, and ventilate also 
on tlie same principle. Greater satisfac- 
faction is derived from tho cultivation of 
Cyclamens if the plants can be kept in the 
house in which they have been grown ami 
effectively arranged therein. 

Cinerarias. —Tlie forwardest plants now 
showing bloom should lie assisted with 
stimulants to assist in the development of 
the flowers. The plants should not be 
subjected to too great a degree of warmth, 
although a slight amount is beneficial, 
and will hasten the unfolding of the 
blooms. 

Primulas. — The different types of P. 
sinensis, also of P. stellata, P. obconica, 
and P. maiacoides should have a slightly 
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BEES. 

BEE-KEEPING EXTRAORDINARY. 
All the people who talk to me about my 
bee-keeping, whether from an interested 
curiosity or from a gradually gernrnating 
desire to start, seem to have a similar list 
of questions, such as: Is it difficult? Is 
it expensive? Does it take much time? 
How much honey per hive do you get and 
so forth? Of all sueli queries the last is 
the most emphatic. Clearly it is impos¬ 
sible to give a definite answer to any of 
the above questions, for many reasons, 
not the least being tlie different capacities 
and the power of adaptation of different 
people. But of all enquiries that of the 
quantity of honey secured per hive is the 
most appealing, particularly in such times 
as these. Now, this question is not easily 
answered, because the final result is de¬ 
pendent uiion circumstances no one can 
entirely control—such as productiveness 
of locality, management, strain of bee, 
season, and disease. The success or non- 
success of any apiary should he measured 
by the average crop of honey from each 
of its hives. The ordinary amateur is 
very contented if this average proves to 
be from -10 lb. to 00 lb. It Is, however, 
seldom—indeed, most rare—to come 

across a case of any one hive producing 
so phenomenal an amount of honey as 
212 lb.—only 12 lb. short of 2 cwt 1 Yet I 
have recently met with such a case, and it 
surely deserves chronicling. Two hundred 
and twelve pounds from one hive, which, 
reckoning honey at only Is. Gd. a lb., 
represents f 15 18s. in cash! 

By the kind courtesy of this clever bee¬ 
keeper, I have been provided with parti¬ 
culars, and will give them for the benefit 
of any bee-keeper who may wish to emu¬ 
late the triumph, as well as for the 
interest of the general reader of this 
paper. In the autumn of 1910 my friend 
introduced a young queen from a stock 
which had produced 170 lb. of honey that 
season. The queen was a hybrid—Italian 
crossed with British Black. This queen 
was one raised natursHy—that is, fjrorn a 

Digitized by QjOOglC 


OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In bloom December 4th.— Erica camea (in 
variety), E. mediterranea hybrida, Correa 
mugnijiea, Andromeda polifoliu , New 
Zealand Veronicas (in variety), Escal- 
lonia monte vidensis, Jasminum nudi- 
florum, Laurustinus, Pampas Grasses, 
Polygala Chamtcbuxus lutea, P. G. pur¬ 
purea, Gory dal is lutea, Aubrietias, Paro- 
chetus communis. Tufted Pansies (in 
variety). Lobelia eardinalis, Meconopsis 
eambrica, Anemone coronaria, Iris sty- 
losa, Violets. 

The week’s work. —The cutting over of 
the stems and generally tidying up her¬ 
baceous borders have been attended to dur¬ 
ing tlie past week. The stems are taken 
to the fire heap, together with all weeds 
and leaves from tho borders. Any divi¬ 
sion and transplanting of herbaceous 
plants not yet completed should tie car¬ 
ried out without delay if tlie weather per¬ 
mits. Now that all the leaves have fallen 
from summer-leafing trees, an effort is 
being made to clear away all those lying 
about in tlie grounds. These are raked up 
and carted to where tiiey are required for 
different purposes. Those in the shrub¬ 
beries will be allowed to remain. A slight 
covering of soil will keep those near the 
edge in place, and there is rarely any diffi¬ 
culty with those that lie further in. 
Summer-leafing shrubs which from any 
cause were left unpruned after- flowering 
should be attended to at tlie first oppor¬ 
tunity. Tlie majority of these bloom on 
wood of the previous year’s growth, hence 
the pruning consists chiefly in thinning 
out tangled, weakly, and ' unripe wood, 
and shortening back soft and sappy 
growth, retaining only well-ripened shoots 
which will flower satisfactorily. The 
thinning, even thus late, will lie benefi¬ 
cial by admitting the maximum of light 
and ah' among tlie branches. Hedges of 
Holly, Yew, etc., arc sometimes seen iu 
a .starved condition. They usually receive 
plenty of attention in pruning, but are 
often neglected at the roots, and when 
this happens branches die, leaving un¬ 
sightly gaps. Occasional top-dressings 
ar© essential to preserve old hedges in 
health, and these should lie given as cir¬ 
cumstances allow. Choice trees and 
shrubs should also be afforded a top-dress¬ 
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warmer and drier atmosphere than is 
necessary for Cinerarias, otherwise the 
blooms will damp off soon after they open. 
Tlie same kind of manure recommended 
in the foregoing notes is also suitable if 
used with discretion. 

Bedding plants. —The soil in pots and 
boxes should now be kept on the dry side, 
admitting air on all favourable occasions. 
Keep dead leaves picked off, and cut back 
to sound warts any cuttings which have 
begun to damp off. Old plants mat were 
lifted and potted should lie similarly 
treated. More tender subjects, such as 
Lobelias, Iresines, etc., should have just 
sufficient water to prevent the plants 
flagging, and lie kept in a house where 
the temperature is a trifle warmer than 
that of an ordinary greenhouse. Admit 
air to pits and frames into which Violas, 
Pentstemons, Calceolarias, etc., have been 
pricked out in beds of prepared .soil, and 
remove dead leaves or’ any cuttings which 
may chance to damp off before those in 
their vicinity become affected. All of 
these, being fairly hardy, will take no 
harm if the frames and pits are closed at 
night should there Ire a fen' degrees of 
frost; but if there are indications of a 
severe frost it is best to cover the lights 
either with mats, bracken, or litter. 

Potatoes. —These, where stored in an 
outbuilding or a proper .store, should on a 
wet day be turned over to see if they are 
keeping satisfactorily, also with a view to 
the removal of any that may be found in 
an unsound condition. Kven if none are 
found, the turning, if dome with care, will 
Ire beneficial. Clamps outside should l)e 
examined oil a dry day and the contents 
treated in the same way. If the tubers 
are found in a damp state a little powdery 
lime shaken over tnem will do good. 

Lettuces. —Plants set out at the foot of 
a south wall must be closely watched to 
see that slugs do not devour them, 
scattering lime and fine ashes mixed 
together between them if they are giving 
trouble. Make g<rod losses with plants 
drawn from the seed drills in the open. 
The plants in the.se should also lie well 
looked after as they will come in useful 
for planting out in early spring. If the 
varieties are the Hardy Winter White and 
Bath Brown Cos, the plants will stand the 
rigours of winter with impunity. 

Dessert Cherries. —The pruning of these 
can be undertaken any time now. If the 
stopping of tlie spur wood on old trees 
and the. surplus wood on younger' ex¬ 
amples has been properly attended to the 
pruning will consist in simply shortening 
any pieces of wood left of an undue length 
and trimming off the portions of the 
secondary growths or wood produced after 
the first stopping. Young shoots laid in 
for the making good of vacancies or the 
furnishing of the trees with branches, as 
well as for extension, should, whenever it 
is possible to do so, be left full length. 
In the event of shortening being neces¬ 
sary, see tnat the wood is cut where there 
is a wood bud. As Cherries are apt to 
gum badly on some .soils, extra care 
should I>e bestowed on the training, see¬ 
ing that neither bark nor wood is bruised 
or injured, either by tying it too tightly 
or in the driving in of nails. All old tics 
should be examined, and renewed if found 
to be in danger of or actually cutting into 
tlie bark. Shreds which have become un¬ 
duly tight should for the same reason be 
replaced. Trees wiuicb have made an 
undue amount of growth should have their 
roots looked to, aud a liberal quantity of 
calcareous matter added to the soil if it 
is at all deficient of lime. Pyramid and 
bush trees in the open should .be pruned 
on the same principle. 

Outdoor Vines —As they are liable to 
bleed profusely if pruning is delayed until 
the early months of the year, they should, 
where grown and far the reason stater), 
lip attended to now, even if whatever 
training is required has to be deferred. 
The laterals .should Ire spurred back to 
oue bud on the spurs, and where young 

Co gle 


wood is required to extend the rods or 
branches, eather vertically or in a hori¬ 
zontal direction, see that it is shortened 
back to a bud where the wood is thoroughly 
ripened. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Wall trees. —-Every advantage should 
be taken during mild weather to complete 
the pruning and training of wall trees. 
Far Pears on walls three styles of train¬ 
ing are adopted—viz., cordons, fan- 
shaped, and horizontally-trained trees. I 
prefer tho cordon, as, in addition to being 
easily trained, it is best calculated to 
furnish a wall. Cordons produce fruits of 
large size and excellent quality. In the 
cause of strong, established trees, the 
pruning is a very simple operation. It is 
these trees, however, that very often are 
too lightly pruned. If owing to a too 
snaring use of the knife the spurs are 
allowed to project 6 inches or more from 
the main branches, much of the benefit 
which ought to Ire derived from the wall 
is lost. The fruit spurs ought to cluster 
round the branches and be not more than 
3 inches from the wall. Trees furnished 
with long, ugly spurs should hare these 
gradually sawn off to within an inch of 
the branches or eke foreshortened to a 
back break much nearer the wall. In 
most instances this will cause a strong 
break of young shoots and fruit spurs; 
and care .should Ire taken to keep them 
more within bounds in the future. If 
the trees have been .summer-pruned; spurs 
being left to a lengtn of about 2 inches, 
the latter should now be reduced to 1 inch, 
or, in some instances where a goodly 
number of short .spurs already exists, cut 
quite hard kick. The spurs should be 
thinned out where too thick. 

Early Peaches _The temperature in the 

earliest house, which was started about 
four weeks .ago, will now lie slightly 
raised, but no attempt must be made to 
force the trees at. night, especially during 
cold, frosty weather. This is one of the 
greatest evils connected with the forcing 
of Peaches, and one which is, perhaps, re¬ 
sponsible for more failures than anything 
else. Admit air liberally in the forenoon 
on fine days, but close the house before 
the sun lias lost its power'. Syringe the 
trees in the morning arid at closing time 
during .sunny weather with slightly warm 
water. Keep the paths and the surface 
of the borders damp, as a dry atmosphere 
will quickly cause the appearance of red- 
spider. At tlie same time, excessive 
moisture must lie guarded against or the 
effects of this will probably-be seen in an 
attack of mildew. The early vinery will 
now be started. A temperature of 
4,5 degs. to 50 clegs, will be maintained at 
night until the Vines show signs of break¬ 
ing, when it will be raised 5 degs. All 
outside Vine borders have been given a 
mulch of rough stable manure to protect 
the roots from .severe frosts. 

Show Pelargoniums have been trans¬ 
ferred to the pots in which they will 
flower—viz., 6-inch. Only a moderate 
shift was given, as the plants do as well 
and look much better when the pots are 
comparatively small, provided they are 
given good soil. They are also more 
easily fed when the flowering time ap¬ 
proaches. The soil used was principally 
good fibrous loam, with which were mixed 
a small quantity of manure from a spent 
Mushroom bed and some silver sand. 
The plants occupy a position near the glass 
in a light, airy house. The earliest batch 
of Freesias is showing the flower-spikes, 
and liquid-manure is afforded frequently. 
The plants have been neatly .staked, and 
are kept close to the glass in a tempera¬ 
ture of 55 degs. Suecessional batches 
are being brought forward iu the same 
manner. 

French Beans will now be sown fre¬ 
quently to maintain a supply. Seven- 
inch pots are used for -this sowing. They 
are filled to within 3 inches of the rim, 


leaving the remaining space far a top- 
dreissing. The compost used consists of 
three parts good loam and one part 
manure from a spent Mushroom bed. 
Seven or eight seeds are placed in each 
pot. After the seeds have germinated, 
the seedlings are thinned to five plants 
in each pot. Until germination has taken 
place the pots are stood closely together 
near the hot-water pipes; afterwards a 
light position near the glass will lie 
afforded them. A night temperature of 
65 degs, with plenty of atmospheric mois¬ 
ture, will be afforded the nlaut-s. The 
varieties I use for this early sowing are 
Carter’s Sunrise and Sutton’s Forcing. 

Hotbeds of leaves and fermenting 
stable manure will now' be made up as 
opportunities occur for the forcing of 
such vegetables as Asparagus, Ganots, 
Radishes, etc. The leaves and manure 
are mixed together and turned over 
a few times to allow of the escape of 
rank steam. The beds will lie made 
5 feet high at the back and 4 feet 
at the front to admit of their subsiding 
a couple of feet during the next two 
months. During this time it is necessary 
to frequently make up tlie linings to the 
top of the frames, both to keep out the 
cold and maintain the heat of tlie lied. 
The short manure and required quantity 
of soil are put on to the hotbed as soon 
as the frames jure placed upon it. 

Rhubarb. —Hi order to obtain satisfac¬ 
tory results in forcing, the crowns must 
be rested prior to introducing them to 
boat. Some varieties lend themselves 
more readily to forcing than others, and 
these should be selected for the purpose. 
Tlie roots must be carefully dug up warn 
as large a ball of earth as possible and 
placed under a north wall for a time, after 
which they may lie introduced to tlie de¬ 
sired heat. A dark corner of the Mush¬ 
room house is a suitable place to force 
Rhubarb. 

Tomatoes. —Plants raised from seed 
sown in October and put into .small pots 
as soon as large enough to handle are now 
nice sturdy plants and ready for trans¬ 
ferring to 5-inch pots. The compost used 
for this shift will consist of three parts 
good fibrous loam and one part leaf-soil, 
with the addition of coarse sand and a 
little lime rubble. The plants are placed 
on shelves near the glass in an atmo¬ 
spheric temperature of 50 degs. to 55 degs. 
at night. Ventilation is afforded on all 
favourable occasions. Another sowing 
will now he made to raise plants far fruit¬ 
ing in succession to this early hatch. 

f. w. a. 


SCOTLAND. 

Hardy-flower borders. —The display, 
more prolonged than usual owing to the 
absence of frosts of any severity, is now 
almost over. In such a season cutting 
over is not necessary at such an early 
date, and I have gradually come to tlie 
conclusion that most of us, being desirous 
of tidiness, are apt to be in too great a 
hurry in cutting over the ripe and ripen¬ 
ing stems of herbaceous plants. Even at 
this late date tlie holders are not unin¬ 
teresting. The other day, in looking 
round, I, among other things, noticed a 
piece of Morina longifolia, the blooms of 
which were quite equal to those earlier in 
the season. Second crops of flowers were 
also observed on varieties of Chrysanthe¬ 
mum maximum, and several of the 
Helena ums were again in bloom. Asters 
of the Novi-Belgii and Novje-Anglise types 
are yet passably good, while, for once in 
a way, that fine sort A. Drummondi has 
been perfect. The colour of this Aster ia 
almost exactly that of Plumbago capensis, 
but it is unfortunate that only iu mild 
autumns such as this lias been has it a 
chance of flowering. Should any removal 
ot dividing of plants be decided upon, the 
work can safely' l>o carried out now. In 
the case of iMiloxes and plants which 
quickly exhaust the soil, it is wise to cul- 
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tivate the new stations deeply, and, if at 
all possible, to allow a good portion of 
manure. Great care is needful when 
Pieonies r quire removal. Should the 
roots lie mutilated, it will be found that 
two or three years must elapse before 
bloom is at all satisfactory. In replan t- 
ing, let the new plants lie taken from the 
outsides of the old clumps, such pieces 
always being much more vigorous than 
those taken nearer the centre. 

Raspberries —It was intended to plant 
a new break this year ; but as it has been 
found impracticable to do so, the older 
plantations have been taken in hand dur¬ 
ing the week. The old canes were cut out- 
some time ago, and the stools were at the 
same time thinned out slightly. These 
were again gone over and the weaker 
growths removed, after which training 
was done. The old method of “ towering ” 
is still adhered to, and certainly at the 
present time it is an advisable method, 
a large quarter being handled much more 
quickly than when tying to wires is prac¬ 
tised. The copious rainfalls of autumn 
have, apparently, suited the canes, and, 
despite the absence of sun, they have 
ripened up well and are hard and nut- 
brown. No misgivings are, therefore, 
felt in leaving them in tneir present 
quarters for another .season. After train¬ 
ing was completed, a good allowance of 
short, rich manure was given, and this 
was very lightly forked in, care being 
taken not to mutilate the mat of fibrous 
roots near the surface. Just when move¬ 
ment is uoticed in spring a good dressing 
of a chemical manure will !>e given in 
order to help the canes along. This is 
romnosed of superphosphate of lime, bone- 
meal, sulphate of ammonia, and a very 
little salt. 

Gooseberries and Red Currants. —The 

pinning of these is lieing eon tinned as op¬ 
portunity offers. After finishing pruning 
the quarters will lie treated much in the 
same way as the Raspberry breaks above 
referred to. There is more dead wood 
among Gooseberries than is generally the 
case. 

Digging. —Couch Grass -i« a terrible 
pest when it gets established in, for in¬ 
stance, a lied of Mint on’ of Horse Radish. 
A lioiider of the former having become 
polluted (most likely through bought-iu 
manure), it was during the week deeply 
trenched. Mint ami Grass alike were 
buried, and the bottom soil brought to 
the surface and left in ais rough a condi¬ 
tion as possible. In spring the surface 
will lie forked over and stray roots of the 
weed picked out. Afterwards, a crop of 
something—leeks, for example—which 
will permit of the regular use of the hoe 
will lie taken. By following this practice 
a long herb border was entirely cleared of 
Couch Grass in a couple of seasons, and 
it -still remains clean. 


Planting for the present year lias 
almost been completed. Tills has been on 
a more limited scale than usual. Too 
much stress cannot lie laid on the ad¬ 
vantage derived from having the -stations 
pi-epared well in advance. The labour of 
planting in itself is infinitesimal when 
everything is in readiness for the recep¬ 
tion of the trees. Also there is much less 
danger of damage lieing done to the roots 
when the trees arrive and are unpacked. 

Cyclamens and Primulas are never more 
useful than when they -are in bloom round 
about the New Year, and it is merely a 
question of starting them early enough, 
as neither will stand forcing. If they are 
not now out of cold frames, they ought 
forthwith to be removed to a shelf in a 
warm house, where, with routine atten¬ 
tion, they will lie available at the time 
indicated. 


Iris reticulata. —This Iris yeft reman 
scarce and difficult to procure. Those wl 
may have healthy and okl-establish' 
colonies will find tliat I. reticulata mak 
a very useful win ter-flowering plant 
the oool greenhouse, F’™ ~™”"J 

Lj< 
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5-i.nch pot are the general allowance, or, 
profei'ably, a shallow 5-inch pan. This 
plant, however, must have quite oool 
treatment, as it does not succeed wnen 
recourse is had to anything like forcing. 

Stove. —This liouse is at present bright 
alike with flower and foliage. The -syringe 
at present may lie laid aside, and the 
needful atmospheric moisture afforded by 
damping the stages and paths. Sueu 
Orchids as are now in hloom require plenty 
of water. Some -subjects will lie all the 
better for occasional supplies of liquid 
manure, such as Euphorbias, Poinsettias, 
and Eucharis Lilies. Crotons and Dra- 
cienas, too, especially w-lien grown in small 
pots, will -he none the worse for a little 
stimulant now and then. Fire heat 
should at no time lie excessive, and if an 
eve be -kept upon the outside as well as 
the inside thermometer there will be no 
difficulty in keeping the required tempera¬ 
ture in plant houses. Inclement weather 
can lie utilised in cleaning plants. Vea-y 
fortunately, we are free from mealy-bug; 


hut vigilance is never relaxed, and im¬ 
ported plants are quarantined before 
gaining admission to the collection. To 
destiny this pest nothing is mare effec¬ 
tive than methylated spirit carefully ap¬ 
plied with a camel-hair brush, followed 
by a sponge over with lukewarm soapy 
water and a thorough syringing. Perse¬ 
verance, even in the case of mealy-bug, 
will in time effect a clearance. 

Peaches under glass —All the leaves 
having now- fallen, Peaches and Nec¬ 
tarines under glass can be taken in hand. 
When other work presses, and early forc¬ 
ing is not imperative, the washing and 
cleaning of the tree's and houses may pro¬ 
fitably lie done ‘by degrees during wet 
weather. If no pests have been in 
evidence during the past season, a wash 
over with tepid -soapy water may suffice: 
hut it is always safer to be thorough, and 
if a little Gishur-st compound be added, 
it will perhaps prevent heartburning at a 
later date.— W. MoGuppoq. 
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’ BEES Guarantested ROSES 

Th» National Rose Society’s Selections. 

!•«’ Roma trmaa or* fctmoumly fibroma rootad ; hard aa whipcord. 


Garden Roses 

SELECTION “ A." 

M boat and most popular 
foass for general purposes. 

A splendid 1C/C Carriage 
assortment. paid. 

Caroline Teetout (ht).sal.pk. 94. 
Earlof Warwick (ht),sal.rose lOd. 
Bcarlate (ht), scarlet - - lOd. 

Ethel Maloolm(ht), Ivory w. lOd. 
Prau Karl Druschkl (hp),w. lOd. 
George Dickson (ht),deep or. lOd. 
O. C. Waud(ht),orange ver. lOd. 
Gen. McArthur(ht), scarlet 104 
Gus Grunerwald (ht).carm. lOd. 
La Prance (ht), rose - - 9d. 

La Tosca (ht), salmon flesh lOd. 
Lady Pirrie (lit), apricot - lOd. 
Lady ABhtown(ht),deep pk. 9d. 
Mme.A.Chatenay(ht).sal.pk. 9d, 
Mme.O. Lutiud(ht),yel.roae 1/- 
Mme. Ed. Herr lot, prawn red lOd. 
Mrne.JuIosGrolez(ht),sll.rose 9d. 
Mme.MoIanlcSouport(ht),y. lOd. 
Mme.Ravary(ht),orange yel. 9d. 
Mme.Sogond Weber(ht),sal. lOd. 
Ophelia (ht). flesh pink - lOd. 
Pharlsner (ht), rosy white - lOd. 
Rayon d’Or (ab), yellow - 1/- 

Richmond (ht), soarlet - lOd. 

Fragrant Roses 

SELECTION " D." 

12 chosen chiefly for their 
abundant delicious scent. 
Colouring “j / q Carriage 
gorgeous. / / vy paid. 

Alfred Colomb (hp), red - 8d. 
Dupny Jamaln (hp), cerise 8d. 
Earlof Gofiford(ht),crlm9on 10<1. 
George Dickson(ht).vol.crl. lOd. 
GeneralJaoquemlnot(hp),or. 8d. 
Gen.McArthur(ht),crImson lOd. 
Juliet (hb),old gold and red lOd. 
La France fht), rose - - 9d. 

LadyAMce Stan ley (ht),plnk lOd. 
time. Ed. Herrlot (per).red lOd. 
Mrs. JohnLalngfhp),rosy pk. 8d. 
Ulrich Brunner(hp).cher.red 8d. 

Buttonhole Roses 

SELECTION " F.” 

12 charmingly coloured and 
daintily formed In bud. 

Last well Q/fZ Carriage 

when cut. O' O paid. 

Harry Kirk (t). yellow - lOd. 
Ladv Hillingdon(t).aprl.yol lOd. 
LadvRoberts(t),reddishnprl. lOd. 
Liberty (t) r velvety orlm9on 9d. 
Mme.A.Chatenay(ht),sal.pk. 9d. 
Mme. Jean Dupuy (ht),rose lOd. 
Melody (ht), aiffron yellow 1/- 
Mrs. A. Ward (ht), yellow lOd. 
Mrs. G. Shawyer fht), pink lOd. 
Mrs. IT. Stevens ft), white lOd. 
Richmond (bt), scarlet - lOd, 
Sunburst (ht),cadmlum yel. lOd. 

HARDY FRUIT 

’• Fnlittaff " Ht- lec»l«n. 

Beet Sorts. 1 Q /ft Strong trees. 

I O/ o Carriage paid. 
1 Bramley's Apple, cooker. 

1 Lord Suffleld Apple, cooker. 

1 James Grieve Apple, deeeert. 

1 Cox’s Orange Pippin, dessert. 

1 Louise Bonne Pear, cook or eat 
1 The Cxar Plum, cook or eat. 

1 Victoria Plum, cook or eat. 

1 Mnrello Cherry, cooker. 

1 Loganberry, for tarts or jam. 

4 Boekoop Giant Black Currant 
4 Whin ham’s Gooseberry. 

12 Superlative Raspberry, best 
All are very free-bearing, hardy, 
thrifty sorts. 


All Purposes Roses 

SBLBCTTON “ K." 

11 ftrst-clae* sorts, ru its his 
lor general use. 

Do well /f* Carrlags 

everywhere. D/D paid. 
Betty (ht), coppery rose • lOd. 
Ca r oil neTestout(ht),sal. pink 9d. 
Fisher HoInies(hp).crl.scar. 8tL 
F. K. Druschkl (hp), white lOd. 
H. E. Richardson (ht).orlm. lOd. 
Hugh Dickson (hp),crimson 8d. 
Lady Ashtown(hp),deep pk. 9d. 
Lyons Rose (ht),shrimp pk. lOd. 
Mrae.A.Chatenay(ht),sal.pk. 9d. 
Mine. Ed Herrlot, red - lOd. 
Mme.RavaryfhD.orange yel. 9d. 
Mrs. J. Lalng (hp).roso pink 8d. 

Gold Medal Roses 

SELECTION “ L." 

12 newer sorts, all gold 
medallists but two. 

Creme do q / Carriage 

la creme. £//“ paid. 

British Queen(ht),snowyw. lOd. 
Doha, of Wellington, yellow 
GeorgeDlcksonfht).daopcri. lOd. 
G. C. Waud(ht),orange ver. lOd. 
LadyPlrrleflit),coppery-sal. lOd. 
LesUeHolland(ht),vermilion lOd, 
Mabel Drew (ht), oream - lOd 
Mme.E.Horriot (per.)pr.red lOd. 
M.de Slnety(ht).Rold bronze 1/- 
Mrs. A. Carnegie(ht),whlie lOd. 
Rnyon d’Or (per.), golden - 1/ 
Wlllowmere (per.),coral pk. lOd. 
Climbers, Ramblers 
SELECTION “ S. M 
6 roses suitable for trellis, 
pillars, arches, pergolas, etc. 

All very A/Q Carriage 

vigorous. “/ ^ paid. 

Alberlo Barbier(W.).yollow lid. 
AmericanPlllar(cl.,P-)»pInk lid. 
Blush Rambler (cl.,P.),blush lid. 
Dorothy Perkins (W.). pink lid. 
Rxcalsa (W), brll. scarlet - lid. 
Hiawat ha (oL.P-L c rlm.wh. lid. 

bedding plants 

(Ex. strong transplanted 
bushy.) Doz. 100 

Wall flow art, red • lOd. 3/- 
w ,« yellow lOd. 5/- 
For g*t-me-rwt,blue I/* 6/- 
CantVrbvcry Bell* in 
tepxolourt, white, 
rote, blue or mixed 1/6 0/6 
leelan.d,Poppiee,mxd.t/6 IS/- 
Polyanthue, mxi. - i/6 IS/- I 
Sweet WUliamt: i 

pinkBcautyHybridal/S 8/- 
Golden Alyteum - t/8 16/- 1 
Hardy Auriculae - 1/- 10/- 
, Purple.iubrietia.potai/- 30/- 
} Silvery Rockfoilt -61-101 -/ 
Graecian Violet - 4 /- SO /- 


HARDY FLOWERS 

Continuous f>l Carriage 
display. D, * paid. 
Alkanet blue Lupin, yellow. 

IT mas Daisy. Ill Iris, rich blue. 

Marguerite, whit* Pyrethrum, lift 
Larkspur, violet Flea bane, mauve 
M’mas Daisy, me. Hybrid. C'mbine. 
D moon’s-head. car. Fink Knot weed. 
Larkiipur, blue Averui. scarlet 

M’mu Daisy, pk. Catmint, lavender 
Red Elecampane. Bios Bellflower. 
Scarlet Campion. Blue Flax. 


Blue Lupin. 
White Bellflower. 
Poppy. Pink. 
White Lnpln 
Oypsopblla. 


Golden Marguerite 
Mlmulos. scarlet 
Jacob’* ladder 
Speedwell, blue. 
Double Pyre thrum 


For Illustrations in Colour 
and descriptions see Catalogue No. 58, 

Issued laet season. A few ■- 

post free on re qu es t , 


17B b 
MILL ST- 


LIVERPOOL 


Exhibition Roses 

SELECTION *'B" 

24 spMteilJ -selected vsttaUs*. 
A 88 urea ir/c CUThH 
prize winners. 10/0 paid. 
Avooa (ht). erlmaon scarlet lOd. 
BessicBrown(ht),creamyw. UML 
British Queen (ht), white - 104. 
Chas. Lefebvre(hp),crlmsoa M. 
Coronation (hp), flesh pink lOd. 
Dean Hole (ht), silvery roee lfkL 
Earlof Gosfordflit),dk.erim. lOd. 
Ethel Malcolm (ht).ivory w. lOd. 
ni.deC.Gulnoi9seau(hp),ver. 8<L 
George Dickson (ht),vel.crlm. 104. 
Hugh Dickson (hp), crliuaon 8d. 
J. B. Clarke (ht), or tmson - 104. 
Jonkheer JJL.hk>ck(ht),oar. lOd. 
Leslie Holland (ht).e»r.cxL lCd. 
Mabel Drew(ht),canary yel. lOd. 
Lyonslinse(ht).shrimp pink lOd. 
Mrs. C. WestCbt), shell pink lOd. 
Mildred G mat (ht), tin tad w. lOd. 
M rs. AniyFLimruond(ht)^ip. lOd. 
Mrs. AndrewCarnofrie(bt),w. lOd. 
Mrs.JohnLalng(hp), rosy^pk. 8d. 
Mrs. J. II. Welch (ht), pink lOd. 
M'•s.Roose veil (ht),pale flesh lOd. 
(JlrlchJ3runner(hp),cher.red Bd. 

Town Roses 

SELECTION ** E.” 

12 sorts proved suitable for 
growing in smoke. ( 

Immensely 7/Q Carriage 
successful. / / ^ paid. 
CAro'lneTestout(ht),sal.plnk 9d. 
Dr.O’Donol Browne(bt).car. lOd. 
F. K. Druschkl (hp), white lOd. 
George Dickson (ht), crlm. lOd. 
Gnst.*iveGrunerwald(ht).car.lOd. 
J. B. Clark (ht),deep scarlet lOd. 
La Tosca (ht),silvery pink - lOd. 
Mme. Ed. Horrlot(por).red lOd. 
Mme. Ra vary (ht).orange yel. 9d. 
Mrs..TohnLalng(hp),ro9o pk. 8d. 
Mme. Isaac Pereire (b), car. 8d. 
Ulrich Brunnerfhp),char.red 8d. 

Dwarf Bedding Roses 

SELECTION “ I.” 

12 perpetual, frae-flowerlng 
sort3, of bushy habit. 
Surprisingly q /ft Carriage 

effective. O'U p.ild. 
A.R.Goodwln(per.),Bal.plnk lOd. 
Betty (ht), coppery roeo - lOd. 
Dchs. of Wellington, saffron I/- 
Pkrarlate (ht). scarlet red - lOd. 

Ear!ofWnrwick(ht),sal.rose lOd. 
Q. C. Waud fht).orange ver. lOd. 
LadyPlrrie(ht).apricotpink lOd. 
Mme. Ed. Herrlot, red - lOd. 

Molly 8. Crawfordft), white lOd. 
Mrs.A.Ward(ht).Indlan yel. lOd. 
Rayon d'Or (hb).oranpe cad. 1/- 
Blchmond (ht), scarlet - lOd. 

HARDY SHRUBS 

"Hey Presto" selection 
Bui table town** ft / Cerclage 

■mall gardens. U/ “ Paid. 

Purple 8 peed well, evergreen. 

Double Gone, yellow. 

B«a Tamarisk, soft pink. 

Bplrsa, Anthony Waterer. red. 
Spanish Broom, fragrant, yellow. 
Graham's Bage Tree, crimson. 

Golden Broom, rich yellow. 

Crimson Flowering Currant. 
Plptsnthus, new, from Chin*. 

Giant Mock Orange, white. 

Btarry Daisy Bush, white. 

Lavender, true fragrant sort. 

Hardy Scotch Fuchsia, red. 

Golden Forsythla. very choice. 

May Broom, very pretty. 


A.B.C. of Rose Culture, 2d. 
Booklet of 32 pages; tells you all you 
nre Lifcrly to want to know about rosea, 
id. eieupe with cuSalogwa, order er 
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GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


December 15, 1917 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

December 4th, 1917. 

The last meeting of the year, held on the 
above date, was also one of the smallest 
of recent times, for which, probably, the 
severe weather of the moment was in 
some degree responsible. The chief 
things shown were Orchids, Carnations, 
and fruit, the groups of the two first- 
named being above the average. Several 
novelties gained recognition. 

ORCHIDS. 

The outstanding exhibit of these was 
the magnificent group from Messrs. Ann- 
strong and Brown, to which the rare 
award of a Williams' Memorial Medal 
was given. Its main feature was a series 
of some thirty well-flowered specimens of 
Cattleya • Maggie Raphael alba (white 
petals and purplish- crimson lip), a pair 
of the best of them being the varieties 
Dreadnought and splendens. In addi¬ 
tion, the gold and chestnut-scarlet Lselio- 
Cnttleya Buttercup was of conspicuous 
beauty, the sharp colour contrast telling 
well. Other notable items were Cattleya 
O'Brieniana alba (very chaste, white), 
C. Freya (rose and crimson), and the 
fine array of Odontoglossums interspersed 
throughout the group. Of Cypripediums, 
there was a considerable number, the 
whole constituting a varied and interest¬ 
ing display. Sophro-Cattleya Faboris 
(C. Fabia x S.-C. Doris) was one of the 
notable novelties of the occasion. The 
broad, waved petals were a marked fea¬ 
ture, the sepals coloured a rich uniform 
golden.' the lip of a ruby-god tone. It 
was shown by Mr. .T. E. Shill, The Dell 
Gardens. Englefield Green, and gained an 
Award of Merit. Another good novelty, 
gaining a like award, was Cypripedinm 
insigne Louis Sander, conspicuous among 
all by reason of its handsome dorsal petal 
broadly bordered white and heavily 
chequered with brown markings. It 
eame from Messrs. Sander and Sons, ns 
did C. Leeanum Gratrixim (with a hand¬ 
some, nearly all white back petal), C. 
Corsair (rosy), and C. Nubia variety 
(which has a brown-crimson lip and 
white peach-suffused dorsal petal). In 
Messrs. Charles-worth's collection the 
orange and crimson Indio-Cattleya 
Cappel was of outstanding merit, the 
white pink-suffused Brasso - Cattleya 
Butherfordi and Sopliro-Lfelio-Cattleya 
Isabella (rosy-pink sepals and velvet- 
crimson lip) being also good. Sophro- 
Cattleya Doris and Ladio-Cattleya Alex 
were the best of those staged by Messrs. 
Stuart Low and Co. 

CARNATIONS. 

Two capital groups of these were set up, 
and each contained novelties. That from 
Messrs. Allwood Brothers had a fine 
centre of the new yellow-ground fancy 
Mrs. Marian Wilson. The flower Is of 
handsome pro]x>rtions, the ground colour 
good, the scarlet markings well defined. 
It is the best of Its race in the perpetual- 
flowering section we have seen. It gained 
an Award of Merit. Salmon Enchantress, 
Enchantress Supreme, White Enchantress, 
May Day, and Bishton Wonder were also 
excellent. Brightness and freshness 
characterised the group throughout. The 
other Carnation group was from Messrs. 
Stuart Low and Co., the novelties being 
Mrs. Edward Dout.v (a fragrant sort, of 
crimson-scarlet colour) and Winter Glow 
(scarlet-cerise in colour, and possessing 
a rich Clove fragrance). Each gained an 
Award of Merit, that, last-named being 
the award of the I’erpotual-flowering Car¬ 
nation Society, whose committee was ad¬ 
judicating u]k>t> new varieties at the same 
meeting. Messrs-»I^>w also sh«wed their 
recent, novelty Red ^lendkl 


form. Among reds it is quite distinct. 
Saffron (self yellow) and Czarina (helio¬ 
trope, fancy) were others of merit and 
distinction. 

FRUIT. 

Only two collections of fruit were 
staged, both of considerable extent. The 
finer produce and the more extensive 
assortment was that of forty dishes of 
Apples and Pears from Colonel W. N. 
Davis, Salt. Hill House, Slough (gardener, 
Mr. W. R. Poullock), In this Newton 
Wonder (particularly good), Winter 
Codlin, Blenheim Orange, Chas. Ross, 
Warner’s King, Lord Derby, and Peas- 
good’s Nonsuch were the best cooking 
sorts, while Brownlee’s Russet, Christ¬ 
mas Pearmain, Adams' Pearmain, Orange 
Pippin, Egremont Russet, Cox’s Orange 
Pippin, and Ribston Pippin were the lead¬ 
ing dessert sorts. Pears Olivier de Serres, 
Bcu rre de Jonghe, and Doyenne du 
Cornice were good. The other fruit ex¬ 
hibit was staged by Mr. W. Heath, gar¬ 
dener to Sir Daniel Gooch, Bart., Hy¬ 
lands, Chelmsford. Large dishes— 
basket groups, indeed—were shown for 
the most part, though the produce lacked 
the general good quality of that first- 
named. Bramley’s Seedling. Bess Pool, 
Cox’s Orange Pippin, Bismarck, Court 
Pendu Plat, King of the Pippins, and 
Peasgood’s Nonsuch were the better ex¬ 
amples. Thirty-two dishes were staged. 

A complete list of the certificated plants 
and medals for groups will be found in 
our advertisement pages. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS and flowers. 

Leaf-spot on Carnations (IF. A. T .).— 
Your Carnations have been attacked by 
the leaf-<spot fungus (Septoria Dianthi). 
Pull up and burn any of the plants that 
are badly affected to prevent the spread 
of the disease. Spray the others with 
Bordeaux mixture made by dissolving 
:] lb. of carbonate of copper in a little warm 
water. Slake J lb. of fresh burnt lime in 
enough water to make it as thick as cream, 
then strain through canvas into the copper 
solution. Add 5 gallons of water, mix it 
thoroughly, and keep it well stirred when 
spraying the plants. 

Agathma coelestis (Blue Marguerite) 
(B. T.). —No particular season of the year 
can be assigned for the blooming of this 
pretty blue-flowered composite. Planted 
out-of-doors at the same time as the 
various bedding plants it will flower 
throughout the summer; whereas, if 
struck in the spring or early summer, con¬ 
fined altogether in pots, and grown in the 
open air in a position fully exposed to the 
sun, it will, if stopped freeJv during its 
earlier .stages, form neat little hushes, 
which by the end of the summer are 
bristling with flower-huds, and when taken 
into a greenhouse will maintain a succes¬ 
sion of bloom for a long time. The pretty 
blue flowers are very useful for cutting, 
their straight, wiry stems being a groat 
I>oirt. in their favour. 

Schizostylis coccinea (P. F.).~ This is a 
handsome bulbous plant, with the habit of 
the Gladiolus, and is from 2 feet to 3 feet 
high. Tlie flowers, which are produced 
late in autumn, are of a bright- crimson, 
and resemble in form those of Tritonia 
aurea. They are borne in a one-sided 
spike, opening from below upwards. 
The plant is very useful, and should lie 
grown in quantity wherever cut flowers 
are in request during the winter months. 
It is perfectly hardy, and will flower out- 
of-doors in a mild autumn ; hut- to see it at 
its best it should have some protection 
from inclement weather. If, when 
planted close to a wall or fence, some 
temporary protection from severe frost 
can Ire given, a good row will yield a lame 
quantity of spikes for cutting. A well- 


drained soil of sandy peat and learn suits 
it best. , Where, however, it fails in the 
open, grow it in pots in the greenhouse. 

FRUIT. 

Plums and Pears for a north wall(7?. N.). 
—You should not plant Pears on a north 
wall—not that the trees do not bear fruit 
in that position, hut the fruit would he 
flavourless. Most sorts of Plums do well 
in a north aspect. You mav plant with 
safety Coe's Golden Drop, Victoria, and 
Rivers’ Early Prolific. In the place of 
Pears you may plant Morello Cherries, 
and such free-bearing Apples as Lord 
Suflield and Lord Grosvenor. Red Cur¬ 
rants also fruit freely on a wall in such 
an aspect, and if three or four branches 
from a stem are trained vertically, they 
will reach to a good height. 

NAMES OF PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of fruits_ Miss Wootton. — 

Apples: 1, Norfolk Bearer; 2, Prince of 
Wales (not quite certain) ; 3, Probably 
Oakley Grove Pippin, a late-keeping cook¬ 
ing Apple. - B. J. If . — Apples: 1, 

Adam’s Pearmain; 2, Stone’s Apple; 3, 
King of the Pippins ; 4, Waltham Abbey 

Seedling.- J. F. IF.—Pears: 1, Beurre 

Bose; 2. Olivdor des Serres: 3, Josephine 

de Malines; 4, Marie Louise.- A. Man- 

son .—Pear: Nouvelle Fulvie, the largest- 
fruit; while one of the other two is Glou 
Morceau, which has shrivelled owing to 
its having been gathered too early; the 
other we do not recognise. Evidently 
several varieties have been worked on tlie 
one tree. Fish. —Apples: 1, Blen¬ 
heim Orange; 2, Fearn’s Pippin. Pears: 

3 and 4, Specimens insufficient.-- J. B. 

—Apples: 1, Cox’s Orange: 2, Lane’s 
Prince Albert; 3, Annie Elizabeth : 4, 
Cox’s Pomona.- J. Stephens. —Apples: 

1, Mere de Menage; 2, French Crab; 3, 
Northern Greening; 4, Warner’s King. 
—— S. Davis. —Pears: 1, Beurre Ranee; 

2, Glou Morceau; 3, Beurre Diel. Apple: 

4. Ribston.-- C. R. —Apples: 1. Red or 

Winter Havvthornden; 2, Norfolk Beau- 
fin ; 3, Wellington ; 4, Golden Noble.—- 
P. IF. G. F .—Pears: 1, May be Jersey 
Gratioli, so far as we can say from the 
semi-decavcd fruits you send us; 2, 

Beurre Oiel; 3, Passe Crassane; 4, Quite 
impossible to name. Your trees, if one 
may judge from the Pears you send for 
name, are evidentlv in a very poor con¬ 
dition ; and it would, we think, be well 
that you should have some advice as to 
their treatment. 


CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

J. Pkuxet-Duohkr, Venissieux-les- 
Lyon (Rhone, France). — Supplement to 
Rose Catalogue. 1916-1917. 

Mons. L . Ferard, 20-22, Rue de la 
Pepiniere, Paris.— Catalogue, of Bulbs. 
Strawberries, etc. 

Sluts et Groot, Eukhuizen, Holland.— 
Crop Report. 

The Egyptian Goose —I am very much 
obliged to “ E. T. B.,” who has furnished 
such full and interesting details re this 
bird on page 650. Will he further oblige 
by informing me whether it would l>e safe 
to run these geese amongst low-stemmed 
fruit-trees; also if he knows whore any 
might l>c had in the spring, and their ap¬ 
proximate price? The object is to get 
some small animal to eat the Grass with¬ 
out hurting the trees or fruit. The ordi¬ 
nary goose is too destructive.—W. J. 
Farmer. 

Making briauettes _In answer-to your 

query, December 8th, page 662, how to 
use up small coal. I should advise the dust 
being well damped with a solution of salt¬ 
petre (a teaspoonful to a pint of water), 
and the fire well ha nked up at "the back 
with this. It must not lie stirred for two 
or three hours, when the dust will have 
become a solid cake, and if hroken up 
makes a beautiful, blight fire. I have 
used a solution of saltpetre to all coals 
since the war started, and find it a great 
ecoiuomv.—H. A. N. 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
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RAMONDIA AND DROUGHT. 

I have recently discovered a very curious 
thing about Ramondia pyrennica. 
Although it naturally enjoys a shady, 
moist position, it is yet able to stand a 
considerable amount of drought. A 
couple of years ago I wanted to grow 
some Ramondias in a cool greenhouse, 
and thought that a very good way would 
be to use one of those special flower-pots 
which are made for Orchids, with round 
holes, an inch in diameter, all round the 
sides. I, therefore, planted five or six 
young Ramondias in the side holes of 
such a i>ot, and one plant on the top in 
the ordinary way. For soil I used turfy 
loam, peat, and a few lumps of old mor¬ 
tar rubble. The young Ramondias soon 
took hold, and spread healthy leaves flat 
on the sides of the pot, and in the sum¬ 
mer I was beginning to feel quite proud 
of the result of my experiment. TheiK 
from the end of last July till the end of 
October I had to be away from home, and 
the greenhouse had to be left to the care 
of an ancient factotum. On my return, I 
found that he had really done very well, 
and quite a number of plants were still 
alive in the greenhouse. My specimen 
Ramondia had not been watered since I 
left, and when X lifted the pot it was as 
light as a feather, and all the plants had 
quite shrivelled up. I pulled at one of 
the leaves, expecting it to snap off dry 
and crisp. To my surprise, it was of the 
consistency of flabby rubber. I pulled, 
and the stalk gave and stretched, like a 
worn-out garter. It pulled out to four 
or five times its shrivelled length, and 
there it remained. I pulled out many 
leaves, which remained long and limp. 
The leaves could, I found, be pulled later¬ 
ally, and made as broad as when green 
and fresh. As a forlorn hope. I stood the 
pot, entirely submerged, in a bucket of 
water. Three days later all the plants 
had recovered. The leaves had resumed 
their normal size and greenness and 
plumpness, also their firmness. 

This recovery of a moisture-loving plant 
after severe drought strikes me as very 
curious. A plant which in Nature has to 
withstand long dry periods, one might ex¬ 
pect to recover after a more than usually 
protracted drought, even if it had become 
abnormally flabby and shrivelled. 

I do not know that the experience I 
have related/will be of any practical value 
to gardeners. It merely strikes me ns a 
very curious fact, and so perhaps worth 
recording. Ci.arexce Elliott. 

Stevenage. 


NOTES OP THE WEEK. 


Dianthus Miss Cladys Cranfield.— This 
new Pink has fully established the repu¬ 
tation accorded it two years ago. It is of 
robust habit, and the flowers are borne 
on strong, upright stems, some 8 inches 
to 10 inches high. These blooms are 
single, fringed, very large, and of a beau¬ 
tiful soft rosy-pink, set off with a bold 
and well-defined, rich-crimson centre, 
while the fragrance Is delicious. The 
variety appears to be a good doer, a pro¬ 
fuse bloomer, and is first-rate for cut¬ 
ting. —A. T. Johnson. 


The woolly Yarrow ('Achillea toaien- 


tosa).—This is a ve: 

Digitized by 


;.V, C 


ing plant, with its deep green, soft, ferny and weather, such as prevails in the 

foliage, and flat heads of deep-yellow autumn and spring, at any rate, in this 

flowers; but I find it suffers very much part of the country.—T. A. L., iliddles- 

in the winter, especially, I think, from brough. 

wet. Dust winter killed it nearly all off 1 Birds and berries. —In “ Notes of the 


In my garden, and only a little bit sur¬ 
vived. It seems to need very gritty soil ; 
but I think it is a hungry plant, too, and 
needs constant top-dressing. It is a great 
favourite of mine, and I should be glad 
of any hints as to its culture from those 
who are more successful with it than I 
have been.—O. C. 

Anemone alplrta.— 'This seems to take 
some time to get thoroughly established 
to bloom. This is perhaps because the 
l-oots one buys are often more or less 
mutilated, and it would probably be more 
satisfactory to raise it from seed. The 
seed, however, often does not germinate 
well unless sown as soon ns ripe, as is the 
case with so many alpines. This species, 
however, is so lovely that it is worth tak¬ 
ing some trouble with. It flowered well 
in my London garden this year, grown in 
very deep soil comitosed of old decayed 
turf, crushed brick, and loam, on a sunny 
place in the rock garden.—N. L. 

The Jalap-plant (Exogoninm Purga).— 
This passed through last winter witho"t 
harm. Growing on a high wall facing 
south-east it seems to be quite happy 
The plant 1 is been In flower continuously 
since September, ancl to-day (December 
5rli) has over 120 fully-expanded blooms. 
These, standing well out from the foliage, 
are conspicuous, beautiful In colour and 
in form. The colour Is its own—ruby, 
Iierhaps, conveys it, hut not quite; there 
are pink and purple. The plant lias made 
a root above ground the size of n large 
Turnip; and this will need the protection 
of dead leaves as soon as frost comes.— 
Kenneth McDouall, Wigtownshire, Scot¬ 
land. 

The Milkwort (Polygala Chamarbuxus 
purpurea).—There appear to be two forms 
of this attractive Milkwort, the one being 
stiff and sub-shrubby, with round, shin¬ 
ing. Box-like leaves, the other with finer 
stems and leaves of a more trailing habit. 
Both are in flower now—Indeed, they are 
seldom out of bloom—and w-hile the 
flowers of the former are the larger, they 
have the same bright-purple “ wings ” 
and conspicuous yellow centres. The 
I’ox-leaved kind especially appears to 
thrive anywhere; but, as a rule, the 
species delights in half-shade and a peaty, 
but well-drained soil. P. lutea, I believe 
an American plant, is now making its way 
from comparative scarcity into most rock 
gardens, and a very lovely plant It is.— 
A. T. Johnson. 

Crocus asturicus.— This, one of the 

earliest of this family to flower in the 
autumn, is a desirable species, with its 
pretty, purplish-blue flowers. It is much 
sturdier and stands wet, wind, and frost 
much better than some of the other early 
autumn varieties, such as C.. zonatus, 
which is very weak at the base of the 
stem, even when it comes up through a 
dwarf undergrowth, the least wind or 
frost flopping it over. C. speeiosus Is 
better in this respect, but it does not 
stand so well in my, experience as C. 
asturicus. This is a desideratum in 
species planted in a rock garden which 
is necessarily somewhat exposed to wind 


Week ” in your December 8th issue there 
is a paragraph headed “ Birds and 
Berries,” by W. McG., that I cannot let 
pass without a protest. Since we grudge 
birds their shire of edible fruits, which 
they are entitled to in return for the help 
they render to the gardener by destroying 
insect pests, surely we need not also 
grudge them the Holly berries, which are 
one of their winter foods, supplied by 
Nature. It is of more importance that the 
missel thrushes should Ik- fed than that 
we should have the berries to look at. I 
cannot see that being migratory is any¬ 
thing against the missel thrush, and when 
it comes it simply takes the place of some 
other bird that has left us. It is a puzzle 
to me that gardeners seem to regard their 
best friends as deadly enemies and grudge 
them a fair share of the fruits and berries 
that they help to. cultivate. Surely every¬ 
one has noticed the plague of caterpillars 
this summer after the hard winter during 
which thousands of birds died of starva¬ 
tion.— Edward T. Bolton. 

Vitis pulchra.— This Vine was distri¬ 
buted a few years ago under the name of 
Vitis flexuosa major, and it was referred 
to under that name, with a mention of the 
correct name, in Gardening for December 
1st. Mr. Rehder. of the Arnold Arbore¬ 
tum. is responsible for the name of V. 
pulchra, and the plant appears to be suffi¬ 
ciently distinct from V. flexuosa to war¬ 
rant specific rank. It is a Chinese 
species, and was introduced to this 
country a few- years ago together with 
several other Vines from the same region. 
The Illustration accompanying the refer¬ 
ence above mentioned gives a good idea 
of its decorative qualities when allowed 
lo grow freely. It is of vigorous habit, 
with three-lobed leaves, each sometimes 
as much as 8 inches or 9 inches across, 
which are glossy green above and woolly 
beneath. Before falling in autumn they 
turn to rich ml, crimson, and purple 
lines. The inflorescences are small, and 
the fruits are said to be black. It is quite 
hardy, and gives excellent results in an 
oiien position in good loamy soil.—D. 

Lychnis Viscaria splendens fl.-pl. -Mr. 
Clarence Elliott will And many agree with 
him in his appreciation of this Catclifly. 
It is good in every way in the estimation 
of all who do not possess an antipathy for 
a magenta shade. Any k'nd of soil ap¬ 
pears to suit the plant. It is a lover of 
sun (and the slugs love it), a most pro¬ 
fuse and unfailing bloomer, and. ns Mr. 
Elliott says, one whose colour is admir¬ 
ably suited for use in artificial light.— 
A. T. J. 

_ I am glad to see Mr. Clarence 

Elliott’s note on Lychnis Viscaria splen¬ 
dens plena. As he remarks, It would 
make a good edging plant, but it is rarely, 
seen in any quantity nowadays. It can. 
however, be increased quickly by cut¬ 
tings, and if a little top-dressing is ap- 
pl ed in spring it emits roots Into this, 
and the iiortions, if detached, grow 
readily. It is quite a good border or 
rock-garden plant. Its one drawback is 
that in exposed places it requires sup- 
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A patch of winter colour.— There is nn 
islet here on the River Barrow, the 
greater part of which Is covered with Red 
Dogwood, a handsome shrub, with its 
white flowers in spring, autumn tints, 
and crimson branches all winter. Some 
wiseacre recommended me to cut this 
down in spring, so I tried this experiment 
on a smaller islet, with the result that 1 
had to wait some years before the shrubs 
recovered their beauty. In front of the 
Dogwood is massed a number of Willows. 
Among these are a few Bainbusa Metake. 
These Willows, which face the windows 
of my house, are cut down to the ground 
yearly, the young growth giving a bril¬ 
liant colour in winter. The whole island 
is often submerged, but the Bamboos, 
which have been there several years, are 
quite healthy. In this gloomy season it 
is an advantage to have a bright patch 
of colour. The islet is about 20 yards 
long and from 7 yards to 8 yards broad,— 
J. II. W. Thomas, Belmont, Carlow. 

The Venetian Sumach (Rhus Cotinus). 
—Amongst the various species of Rhus, 
this is very distinct by reason of its bush 
habit, rounded leaves, and large, feathery 
inflorescences. It is a native of middle 
and southern Europe, and is of consider¬ 
able economic im]K>rtance, for it is rich in 
tannin. In the British Isles, however, it 
is only grown as a decorative plant. 
Mature specimens may be 10 feet or 
12 feet high, and as far through. The 
flowers are not conspicuous in themselves; 
but the thread-like flower-stalks form 
large, much-branched panicles, often over 
C> inches high, and as far through. It is 
these thread-like stalks that give interest 
to the plant, and several common names 
have originated from them, such ns 
Smoke I’lant, Burning Bush, and Wig- 
tree. After the fall of the flowers the 
panicles improve in appearance, and re¬ 
main in good condition until after the 
seed has ripened and fallen. There is a 
variety — atropurpurea — with purplish- 
green leaves that is an improvement on 
the type both in foliage and inflorescences. 
Only one other Rhus can be confused with 
R. Cotinus, that being the N. American 
R. cotinoides. The last-named plant, 
when growing in pbor soil, often colours 
very brilliantly in autumn; but its in¬ 
florescences are less conspicuous than are 
thoseofthe Venetian Sumach. R. Cotinus 
also colours hi autumn ; but the leaves 
are yellow, not scarlet or orange-scarlet 
as in R. cotinoides.—D. 

Crass of Parnassus (Pamassia palus- 
tris). — When in Wensleydale, North 
Yorks, in early September this year, I 
saw this beautiful native in a perfect 
setting along the margins of a sluggish 
portion of a stream meandering through 
green pastures, along which for a con¬ 
siderable distance its well-developed, deli- 
cately-veined white flowers occurred in 
thousands. I have seen it in flower in the 
Norfolk Broads, in suitable limy pockets 
along the banks of the Durham coast, in 
boggy places in high pastures, but never 
before to such advantage. I have a few 
plants that flower freely in a dampish 
place in my garden, but not having ideal 
bog conditions, it does not develop so well 
as to do it full justice. The plant is 
worth a place in any bog garden, easily 
grown, and it is never likely to encroach 
unduly on its neighbours. Along the 
same stream as above, in a low-lying part 
where the stream probably frequently 
overflows its banks, there was quite a 
large quantity of Sea Rink or Thrift 
(Armeria maritiuia), a plant one asso¬ 
ciates more with the muddy flats that are 
a feature of the estuaries of many of our 
rivers. Only odd>plants were in flower at 

-ogle 


this period, hut it must be quite a feature 
in the early summer when in full bloom. 
Another interesting plant, that was 
noticed was the pretty native Vernal 
Sandwort (Arenaria verna), with its 
bright green, narrow foliage, and pretty, 
star-like, white flowers, a plant quite suit¬ 
able for tlie rock garden.—T. Ashtox 
Loethouse, Linihorpc, Middlesbrough. 

New Year gardening. —Never before in 
any one year has such an enormous area 
of laud been broken up for allotments, 
and the results have been, on the whole, 
remarkably good, considering the hasty 
preparation of the soil. Though there 
have been numerous failures, such are by 
no means due to the gardeners in every 
case. Bad land and bad seed were two 
common causes of failure, and it is hoped 
that those who are responsible for laying 
out, new allotments will profit by knowing 
that some of the land was really hardly fit 
to offer men for food growing. Last year it 
was all rush. This coming year let us 
get to work early on the land, rough dig¬ 
ging or trenching it and putting in the 
manure. Let us make our plans now, so 
that when the lighter evenings come on 
we may get to work. Work will be easier 
this time for those who broke up their 
land last season, but it must bo done 
thoroughly.—E. T. Ellis, Wcetuood, 
Ecclesall, Sheffield. 


FRUIT. 

NOTES ON REARS. 

The note on imge 030 touches on a subject 
well worth the attention of planters at this 
season, and applies both to Rears of in¬ 
different quality and to those 1 whose season 
is very short. Blgntere with little previ¬ 
ous practical knowledge select varieties on 
the recommendatiou that they are good 
croppers, but although the crop may be all 
right in quantity, the fruit is gone almost 
as soon as It is ripe, and if facilities for 
disposal are not good, by far the greater 
part goes to the mauure-lieup. I remem¬ 
ber in one orchard quite a number of 
Marie Louise d’Ucde, nice shapely trees 
producing in the majority of seasons good 
crops of fruit, which were, unfortunately, 
by no means profitable to the glower. It 
is strange that most of the strong-flavoured 
Rears known either as highly perfumed or 
possessing a disagreeable muskiness are 
very short-lived, and, consequently, should 
not la? planted unless they are likely to be 
appreciated. William’s Bon Chretien, 
Seckle, and Van Mans I.eon Leelereare, in 
their respective seasons, examples of this. 
However, both for walls and in sheltered 
spots as bush trees there are many high- 
class sorts from which to make a selection, 
only, unless there, is a big demand, it is a 
mistake to plant too many of the same 
season, and some of the best, notably 
Doyenne du Cornice, Thompson’s, and 
Bourrg Sui>erfin, come in close together. 
Except in very favoured districts these 
can hardly be recommended as bushes, 
but, fortunately, there area few good sorts 
satisfactory both in this form and as small 
standards, notably Louise Bonne, Beurre 
Hardy, and Winter Nelis, and on soils 
where the quality is good Ileum' Diel is a 
useful sort. These are varieties that will 
keep sound for a time after they are ripe. 
Other-good keeping late sorts of excellent 
quality are Glou Morceau and Nouvelle 
Fulvie, that is. from walls. I have not 
tried them in the open. Planters should 
see they have the true form of Glou 
Morceau. Some years ago one occasion¬ 
ally met with a variety under that name 
which was absolutely worthless. 

It is always difficult to advise as to what 
to select from the early Pears for planting. 


One can, however, always guard against 
the mistake of planting too many of them, 
and so avoid unnecessary waste. I should 
be inclined to put in one or two trees of 
the Autumn Bergamot. It is a Rear of ex¬ 
cellent quality and a better keeper than 
most of the earlles. There are many varie¬ 
ties of Bergamotte, but with the-exeeption 
of the above, few are met with in gardens. 

Hardwick. E. B. S. 


APPLE GROWING. 

Mr. N. P. Hedrick, in Bulletin No. 427, 
dealing with “ New and noteworthy 
fruits” tried in the New York'Agricul¬ 
tural Experiment Station, Geneva, N.Y., 
says:— 

Fruit-growers have written that they 
were disappointed with varieties de¬ 
scribed in the publications on new and 
noteworthy fruits from this Station. 
This is to be expected. There is no 
all-round variety of any fruit. No sort 
grows equally well in all soils and 
climates and serves all purposes. A 
sort that succeeds in one place fails in 
another. A description of a variety 
made on the Station grounds may not 
fit the fruit in all particulars as it 
grows a few miles away. This Station, 
then, cannot select varieties to suit 
soils and climates in other parts of the 
State. Varieties must be tested for 
every locality, for every commercial 
demaud, and, more or less, by every 
fruit-grower. Testing a variety on the 
Station grounds, however, cannot de¬ 
termine its full range of adaptability. 
Indeed, we often find that a variety 
succeeds on one part of the Station 
farm and fails on another. Station 
tests cannot possibly tell under what 
conditions a variety will succeed or 
fail. The fruit-grower must find out 
for himself whether a variety is 
adapted to his farm. The ability to 
discover what varieties t>est suit his 
soil, climate, and other conditions is a 
chief requisite to success in a fruit¬ 
grower. 

[This question of suitable varieties of 
Apples for the many varied soils through¬ 
out the country ought to ire borne in mind 
by those who are thinking of planting 
fruit-trees. By far the best way before 
starting is to visit the neighbourhood 
where the planting is to be done, and find 
out the varieties which succeed. Of course, 
there is no reason why other varieties 
foreign to the district may not be grown, 
but it is well to try such on a small scale 
before planting largely. As an example of 
Apples for soils a friend of ours showed us 
at the meeting of the Royal Horticultural 
Society on December 4th some handsome 
highly-coloured fruits of Baumann’s 
Keinette from a light, sandy soil in West 
Surrey. This same Apple grown, our 
friend stated, in the West of England on 
a heavy soil was valueless, and never took 
vui any colour whatever.—P. T.] 


Pears. —Planting time, is again at hand, 
and, as it has been decided to destroy 
several varieties which, for one reason or 
another, have not been considered satisfac¬ 
tory, these trees have been cut over and 
tlie roots grubbed out. As their places will 
be occupied by other Pears, the whole of 
the soil will be removed from the stations 
and replaced by fresh material. In order 
to furnish the wall quickly double cordons 
will be used, and planted a trifle closely. 

Fruit-room.— The fruit on the shelves 
needs to be looked over every few days, 
as unless removed, decaying fruits quickly 
contaminate those around them. Pears 
should not be handled more than is abso¬ 
lutely necessary when ripe or ripening. 
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APPLE SUSSEX FORGE. 

Tins medium-sized and pretty Apple de¬ 
serves a place among the best for Its good 
flavour—delicious cooked, without the 
harmful factory sugar. It was frequently 
planted in the Ashdown forest district, 
is an abundant bearer, and keeps well 
into the winter. The rich sugary flavour 
which characterises well-grown, fully- 
ripened examples of this Apple when 
eaten in a raw state is retained by the 
fruit when cooked, hence the addition of 
sugar, which is necessary to correct the 
acidity in many varieties of cooking 
Apples, is quite superfluous—a fact worth 
knowing now that this particular commo¬ 
dity is both scarce and dear. There are, 
of course, many varieties superior to 
Forge for eating, but when Apples are not 
plentiful, medium-sized specimens make a 
very pretty dish for the table, and as re¬ 
gards flavour and juiciness arc not then 
to be despised. As is well known, the 
variety under notice derives its name, or 
Is supposed to do so, from Its having ori¬ 
ginated near to a forge in the old iron 
district of Sussex. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 
Fruit-trees or climbers for wooden 
fences.—I will be much obliged if you will 


Black Elton, Bigarreau Napoleon. 
Kentish Bigarreau, and Governor Wood 
would be six excellent varieties of 
Cherries. The wide eaves will in every 
case afford a great amount of protection 
while the trees are in bloom ; but, with 
regard to Apricots, Peaches, and Cherries, 
it would be a good plan to protect with 
curtains, etc., in addition. The trees on 
the other aspects should take no harm. 
Of creepers suitable for the purpose, 
theTe are Jasmines in variety, Honey¬ 
suckles such as Early and Late Dutch, 
Pyracantlia Ltelandi, Ceanothus Gioire de 
Versailles, Wistaria sinensis, Oydonia 
japonic'a, Banksian Roses, Vitis Coignet- 
ti;e, Periploca graxa, Clematis, Choisya 
ternata, and Magnolia conspicua. Any 
or all of these will succeed on the east 
and west sides of the barn. On the north 
side you may plant the Pyracantha men¬ 
tioned and Irish Ivy.] 

Wild Brambles. —I have just read the 
article on Wild Brambles in your current 
issue with considerable interest. The 
species in question, Eubus Koehleri (not 
Kolieri) does not occur in N. Staffordshire, 
in the type, that is, but a well-marked 
sub-species, Eubus dasyphyllus, is, doubt¬ 
less, the one referred to and illustrated. 
According to the “ Handbook of British 


Apple Middle Green. —There is—rightly I 

think—a dis(iositlon on the part of many to 
protest against the increasing numbers of 
varieties of Apples. Occasionally, how- 
ever, a good variety is raised, and one of 
these, I think, is Middle Green. I have 
not grown the variety, but I have watched, 
for several years, the grow th of trees in a 
young orchard in which I am interested. 
Among the varieties grown is that under 
notice, and it has proved a consistent 
bearer, ]>ossessiiig a good flavour and turn¬ 
ing in at a very useful time—during late 
October or early in November. The pre¬ 
sent crop was heavy, the fruits, of medium 
size, were regular, the colour bright yellow 
suffused and streaked with scarlet, hand¬ 
some to look at and good to eat. As might 
be anticipated, the crop was sold at a re¬ 
munerative figure. Middle Green is the 
result of crossing Frogmore Prolific and 
Blenheim Orange, the fruits resembling 
the latter in flavour, while the tree is a 
robust grower. Another Apple which does 
well in (he same orchard is the old 
Cockle’s Pippin, which, although not very 
large, finds an equally ready sale.—A 
Scottish Gardener. 

Pears on White Thorn _It is generally 

considered that Pears grafted on the Haw- 
thorn produce fruit of the very finest 



Apple the Sussex Forge. 


kindly let me know what creepers or fruit- 
trees would grow on the wooden walls of 
old I ran is and sheds that have been tarred 
over a good many years ago. The biggest 
barn to cover faces north, and the other 
two Alt' east and west.—E. M. D., Brack¬ 
nell. 

[If you prefer fruit-trees to climbers, 
you may cover the north side of barn 
walls with Morello Cherries or Plums, 
’ planting the trees from 12 feet to 15 feet 
apart. Suitable varieties of Plums would 
be Rivers’ Early Prolific, Victoria, Belle 
de Louvain, Jefferson, Coe’s Golden Drop, 
and Iekworth Iinperatrice. On the west 
side you may plant Pears in variety, such 
as William’s Bon Chrdtien, Fondante 
d'Automne, Louise Iionne of Jersey, 
Doyenne du Comice, Winter Nelis, and 
Josephine ue Malines. On the east side, 
you may plant Apricots, Peaches, Plums, 
or dessert Cherries, or a tree of each 
should there be room for doing so. A 
good Apricot would be Moor Park. Alex¬ 
andra Noblesse and Iloyal George would 
be two good Peaches; Lord Napier and 
Pitmaston Orange two good Nectarines. 
Early Prolific, Angelina Burdett, Kirke's 
Bryanston Gage, Golden Drop, and Jef¬ 
ferson would be six suitable kinds of 
Plums; while May DhS», Rivers’ Ebrlv, 
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Rubi,” by Rev. W. Moyle Rogers, the 
greatest authority on onr English 
Brambles, this sub-species is “ far the 
most common glandular Bramble in N. 
and mid-England and Wales.” Additional 
helps to its recognition are afforded by its 
leaflets, which are “ thick, coriaceous, very 
softly hairy, very pale beneath, with un¬ 
even compound teeth,” and also by its 
flower panicle, which is long, lax, and very 
narrow; the petals, too, are pink (as dis¬ 
tinguishing it from It. Koehleri, in whicli 
they are white). The fruit is oblong and 
abundant. A point to notice about the 
stem is the abundance of bristles and 
acicles, of which a number are gland- 
tipped. This sub-species, Rubus dnsy- 
pbyllus, first named by Mr. Rogers him¬ 
self, is found especially in billy districts 
throughout England, from Devon to Cum¬ 
berland (excepting in Dorset, W. Sussex, 
Herts, Middlesex, and the eastern coun¬ 
ties, Worcester, Warwick, Lincoln, and 
Durham), but is rarer in S. England and 
in Scotland and Ireland, Other species 
with large, well-flavoured and abundant 
fruit arc Rubus erytlirinus, maerophyllus 
(sweet), nemorosus (abundant in S. 
Devon), longithyrsiger, and Baifourianus. 
All these might, with advantage, be much 
improved by cultivation.— Burton Cooper. 


flavour. Nevertliojess, it is I believe a 
fact that one cannot purchase Pears so 
grafted. I do not know the reason for 
this. There may be a good commercial 
reason; but, so far as my observation goes, 
Peal's grow as well on the Thorn as on 
any other stock, and come into bearing as 
early as on the Quince without getting too 
vigorous. A friend who lias a large 

f ardon used the Thorn for grafting all the 
ear-trees raised by liiroselt, and one good 
result is that, while the Quince stocks are 
throwing up sucker's by the hundred, tile 
Thorn throws up none in his cultivated 
garden. I have had fine fruit myself the 
second season after grafting from the 
variety Louise Bonne of Jersey grafted on 
a Thorn. Pears grow grafted on the 
Mountain Ash, also on Apple-trees; and 
Apples thrive grafted on Pear-trees, as I 
have proved. I have this season budded 
an Apple on a Thorn, and it is alive, and 
I think likely to grow well.—W. J. 
Farmer. 

Raspberries. —If not already done, the 
new canes should be secured to the wires, 
allowing a distance of 4 inches to 5 inches 
between each. Any vacancies in the rows 
should lie made good from stools out of 
line in the tows. During favourable 
weather the planting of all kinds of fruit- 
trees should be pushed on with all pos¬ 
sible dispatch.—F. W. $ 
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FERNS. 


GREENHOUSE FERNS. 

Thou an comparatively few new Ferns 
have been seen during the last three or 
four years, this need not be taken as evi¬ 
dence that Ferns are less popular than 
was at one time the case. Apart from the 
hardy ones which are, to a greater or less 
extent represented in most gardens, im¬ 
mense numbers of greenhouse kinds are 
grown, some market growers laying them¬ 
selves out almost entirely to the produc¬ 
tion of Ferns. While the different green¬ 
house Ferns will thrive in a structure in 
which the winter temperature does not fall 
below 15 degs., and for which no flre-lieat 
is needed during the greater part of the 
year, those sold in the streets are often 
injured v by exposure. This is, to a great 
extent, due to the fact that in order to 
obtain saleable plants quickly they are fre¬ 
quently grown in a warmer and molster 
atmosphere than is really necessary for 
their well-being. 

When Ferns are purchased this fact 
should lie borne in mind, and care taken 
to gradually harden them off. In this way 
the amount of exposure they will bear 
without injury is very great compared 
with that which follows their being taken 
from the house in which they have been 
growing into a dry and draughty sjiot. 

A great many Ferns are particularly 
suitable for greenhouse decoration, in 
which, apart from their cool and restful 
appearance, they serve as a foil to bright- 
coloured blossoms. Sjiecimens grown in 
the greenhouse under these conditions 
may lie taken into the dwelling-house for 
a time without injury. This is, in a 
general way, far more satisfactory than 
keeping them altogether in the dwelling- 
house. When this last, however, cannot 
be avoided, a few points may be borne in 
mind that will greatly assist towards keep¬ 
ing them in good health. One very essen¬ 
tia! feature is to see that they are not 
allowed to get too dry at tile roots, while 
another iMiint of equal importance is to 
take care that no water be allowed to 
stand permanently in Ibe saucers or vases 
in which they may be placed. A good plan 
when they' need water is to soak the pot in 
a IiaiI or some other receptacle in which 
tlie water is of sufficient depth to cover the 
ball of earth. When air bubbles cease to 
rise it may then be concluded that the soil 
is thoroughly moistened. A short time be¬ 
ing allowed to drain, the plants may then 
lie returned to the room, where, though 
light is very necessary, draughty windows 
and exposure to full sun should be avoided. 
At tile same tiuie, if properly hardened off, 
t erns do not require the amount of shade 
Unit was at one time considered requisite. 
Tile question of a suitable 

Son, for the general run of Ferns has 
undergone considerable modification with¬ 
in recent years. Time was when a mix¬ 
ture consisting largely of pent was con¬ 
sidered indisiieneable for nearly all Ferns, 
now many are successfully grown without 
any peat. A compost made up of equal 
I “arts of loam and leaf-mould, with a good 
sprinkling of silver sand will suit the 
general run of Ferns. In making a selec¬ 
tion of Ferns for greenhouse decoration 
the different forms of Pteris occupy a pro¬ 
minent position, and much the same may 
be said of many of the Adinntums. Some 
of tlie Aspienlums, too, are very suitable, 
as well as tlie various kinds of Nephrolepis 
and Davalllas. W. T. 


NOTES AND REVUES. 

Ferns for the winter,— Will vou kindly 
give me the name*, of a few terns that 
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would tie suitable to grow in a vinery, 
kept at a winter mean temperature of 
35 degs. to 40 degs., and also bo useful 
for house decoration during the flower 
shortage period, especially from the time 
the Chrysanthemums are over until about 
the end of March?—F. K. 

[If the temperature of the vinery does 
not in tlie winter fall below 35 degs. the 
following Ferns would be suitable to grow 
therein, and also at the same time be use¬ 
ful for house decoration :—Adiantum de¬ 
corum, A. fulvum, Asplenium bulbi- 
ferum, A. Colensoi, Cyrtomium faleatum 
and its variety Mayi, Davallia canarien- 
.sis. Lastrea varia, Microiepia hirta cris- 
tata, Nephrolepis exaitata, Onyc-hiuin 
japonic-urn, Osmunda palustris, Poly- 
stic-hum vestitum, Pteris eretica (several 
varieties), Pteris serrulnta and its varie¬ 
ties, Pteris tremuia, Pteris Wimsetti, and 
Woodwardia orientalis. If these Ferns 
•when employed for house decoration be¬ 
come somewhat yellow an occasional dose 
of soot-water will restore them to their 
original colour. It must not lie given too 
si tong, and should be quite clear—that is 
to say, no sooty deposit must lie left when 
the plants are watered. This is ensured 
liy tying the soot in a bag before suspend¬ 
ing It in the water.] 


OUTDOOR PLANTS, 

NOTES FROM LANGFORD. 

The pink form of Cyclamen neaiKiiitanum 
is very pretty, of a clear rosy shade und 
not on tlie magenta side as are some 
others. Now I find it difficult to get, for 
only the white form grows in th,s garden, 
and abhough I have several times ordered 
the pink one, on each occasion it has re¬ 
sulted in more whites. At Bath we had 
both forms, naturalised on a derelict 
fernery, whose top of glass had been re¬ 
moved, and whose masonry had crumbled 
away, and they looked extremely pretty 
together. The mixture of old bricks, 
mortar, with equally old Fern soil seemed 
to suit them exactly, so that they seeded 
freely. Anemone apenuma oceup.ed 
another part of the same site. This was 
a good form, semi-double, and of a very 
bright fight blue. Tbe fernery was a good 
(leal raised from the ground-level, with 
an immense Elm-tree not far off robbing 
tbe soil, but not shading it, so that there 
was no stagnant moisture about, even in 
tlie ever-dump of that mossy western 
garden. Can anyone give me any h.nts 
as to the delicious 

Douule Julao Primrose (garden var. of 
P. aeaubs)? For years I have vainly en¬ 
deavoured to make it grow, over and 
over again getting roots from Ireland, 
and invariably finding that they dwindled 
away. What soil and situation does it 
like in places where it flour ishes, and does 
it ever flourish in England? This is a 
Primrose country, the common Primrose 
a weed in this garden, and even the rather 
difficult blue Primroses quite happy and 
free-flowering (even the lovely pale blues, 
so much less robust, as a rule, than those 
of darker shade). A double white oue 
also does fairly well, and f can keep one 
that was sent to me for the real double 
lilac, but it is of a reddisli-mauve shade, 
not nearly so pretty as the clear, pure 
lilac of the true form. I am ready to take 
any trouble with this Primrose, so that 
if any reader can help with advice 1 shall 
be most grateful. It is one of the loveliest j 
things eye ever rests on. Hepatica uugu- ! 
losa is another, and that also fails here, I 
though the small Hepaticas, single blue, 
double pink, and single white, get on all 
right; also a pretty single lilac oue; but 


the single pijik, so far, refuses to oblige, 
presumably because I like it the best. 
Such is the gardener's life, scored in 
crochets of discontent. M. L. W. 

Langford, Bristol. 


OBTRUSIVE HARDY PLANTS. 

The recent note in connection with the 
Wisley trials of Achilleas is right in con¬ 
demning the idea of “ trying ” such plants. 
In some districts trials of many kinds 
have been made in order to find the best 
way of getting rid of certain of the Yar¬ 
rows. A. ptarinica fl.-pl. The Pearl is a 
nuisance, and while a clump or two is 
very satisfactory, the rambling habit of 
the plant—invading as it does other 
clumps and lienetrating Box edgings— 
rather detracts from its value. The same 
objection applies equally to A. serrata, A. 
Millefolium rosea, and A. incisifolia. 
Montbret.as, too, in similar districts, in¬ 
crease at an alarming rate, and if the 
clumps are not regularly lifted and the 
forms sorted out, blooms soon become 
scarce. In the course of transplanting it 
is difficult to clear out the small forms, 
which grow freely, and if they are not 
handforked out in spring they soon form 
thriving colonies, which entail further 
work. I was talking to a neighbour on 
this subject the other day, and he said : 
“ Montbretias are a greater pest than 
Bishop weed or Convolvulus.” Alstiie- 
merias, too, such as A. aimtntica, are at 
times rather too prolific. In order to get 
rid of a clump— a large one— of this, the 
border was trenched, the Alstriemeria 
being buried at least 2 feet. In the fol¬ 
lowing season it came up thickly, and in 
spite of repeated chopping over with the 
hoe, it still persists. One need not do 
more than refer to Asters, some of the 
Spirants, the Funkias, the Physalis, and 
the Chrysanthemum maximum family 
(which last is also to be tried at Wisley) 
to po.nt out the obtrusive nature of many 
of our hardy border plants. 

A Scottish Gardener. 


RAD1UMISING. 


[To the Editor of Gardening Illustrated.] 


Sir, — I was delighted to read your foot¬ 
note rc the above. Some years ago there 
was tbe nitro-bacterine craze, which was 
to revolutionise the universe. I was re¬ 
quested to give this childish theory a fair 
and impartial trial, which I did, much to 
my own amusement, and it may interest 
the Editor if 1 relate the circumstance 
here. The experiment was to be tried on 
Sweet Peas. These were planted in clumps 
in a line 3U yards in length, and each clump 
was 4 feet from its neighbour. One-half 
of these clumps was to be treated with the 
uitro-baoterine and the others not so. The 
soil had been prepared thoroughly by 
deep cultivation throughout. The nitro- 
bacterine was used according to instruc¬ 
tions, and in due time an amateur chemist 
came to inspect tlie Peas, and, on seeing 
the row, he at once exclaimed, “ Oh, I see 
which have been treated, viz., this end of 
the row? ” Much to liis surprise I told 
him that it was the opposite end which 
had been treated, and which, as a matter 
of fact, was neither so tail nor so robust. 
Evidently tbe nitro-bacterine bad bad a 
very different effect from that expected by 
tlie amateur chemist. Now we are to be 
bored by another childish and expensive 
theory. It is quite true that the top 
5 inches of soil are the most fertile, but 
how does this become so? Not by radium 
from underneath, but from aeration, good 
cultivation, and, oft course, to a much 
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top 5 inches or 6 inches of soil will always CLEMATIS IN HOUSE IN AUTUMN. year, should get on well. In heavy soils 

be the most fertile on account of the con- Baron-Viellard, which we have so I one of the greatest difficulties in the suc- 

siderahle amount of nitrogen supplied from often spoken of, was ns good as ever after ! eessful culture of Lilies is attacks of 

the air, the accumulation of potash formed the heavy rains and storms. It was j slugs. I have found black slugs In heavy 

by decayed vegetation, phosphates by the beautiful towards the end of October in ! soil infesting bulbs, and literally eating 
action of the atmosphere, and so on. various positions, on high pergolas, on low ; them up in the course of a few seasons. 
Apart from the manure which is supplied walls, on trellises, plants on their natural The only way to avoid these attacks is. 
in the ordinary way for crops, I suppose roots, raised from layers, quite hardy and j when the bulbs are planted, to thoroughly 
all good cultivators like to cultivate deeply, enduring without disease or loss for many surround them with sharp sand. If the 
viz., by trenching, and by so doing they years, and very useful for the room as a bulb is enveloped in two inches of sand 
expose a greater amount of soil to the cut flower. all over, this acts as a deterrent to 



Clematis Madam Baron- Viellard. 


action of the atmosphere, which alone can 
assist it to become more fertile than it was 
when buried out of the reach and influence 
of the sun and air. Therefore, if the 
farmer or gardener uses this “gimlet or 
wormutator ” he will only be following 
out the practice of deep cultivation in a 
very imperfect way. T. Arnold. 

2Vie Gardens, Cirencester House, 
Cirencester, GJos. 

Digitized by v_jOl 1' 


gle 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Lilies to endure in garden soil.— Will 

you plea.se say if there be any Lilies of 
the Japan race (L. sjjociosum) that will 
increase in garden soil? Mine, in cool 
loam, gradually die out.—G. S. 

[Lillum speciosum magnificum, which 
is the finest of the red forms, is the most 
persistent I know of in English gardens, 
generally succeeding for many years, and 
if lifted and replanted about every third 


attacks of slugs and also as a preventive 
against the spores of the Lily disease, as 
they do not pass through the sand.—R. 
Wallace.] 


"The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds .’ 1 —A’nr Edition, 12th, revised, with descriptions 
oi all the best plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Cloth, medium 8eo, 15s.: 
post free, 15s. Od. Of all Booksellers or from the office 
of Gardenieo Illustrated, S3, Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
London, IV. C. J. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

THE BEST FOOD OF OUR ISLANDS. 

I am now enjoying, as I have for years 
past, the new season’s oatmeal from the 
CTnig Mills at Dundee, a food better than 
any tuber, of Peru or Rice of Burma— 
better in all ways, and which may be 
grown in all parts of our storm-tossed 
Isles, free, too, of the sea, its toils and 
dangers, and of the Hun and his ways. 
It is nice to get it fresh and of the purest 
quality—a very different article from old 
ground-up stuff kept long in shop or 
packets—often far too long. It comes to 
me in closed tins or barrels, in which it 
should be kept to be free of the effects 
of exposure to damp and odours. There 
are good mills in Ireland as well as Scot¬ 
land, as there ought to be in all parts of 
our country, and there need be no trouble 
in getting good supplies. Tiie mistake is 
in the misuse of the food' and its bod 
cooking. 

Its importance is such that it should 
be used in various ways, lmrticulnrly the 
Scotch way of employing the best of good 
oatmeal in soups, stews, puddings, etc. 
To suppose that oatmeal is merely cap¬ 
able of making porridge is a mistake, as 
there tire many other good uses. But 
porridge itself, as the most customary 
form of eating oatmeal, deserves some 
thought. Porridge is mostly served in 
the form of cat lap when prepared by an 
English cook—the very worst thing that 
can be done with it. Made by the jieople 
who have got to live on it, it is nearly 
like dry pudding—and much better, too. 
It should be thoroughly well boiled, never 
less than one hour. The best way of all, 
perhaps, is to boil it over night and keep 
it in a warm spot, so that it will not have 
to be reheated over much in the morning, 
which would spoil it. 

The whole chain of the Oat.—A 
development which is worth serious con¬ 
sideration is the use of the Oat in the 
form of the whole grain, just as wd use 
Itice. But we cannot always get it. The 
use of it in the form of a powder or fine 
dust, which makes it much more liable to 
decay and deterioration, is almost the only 
way known to many. At present I can 
only get this whole form of the Odt. from 
one Scotch mill at Annan; but it should 
be supplied by all good mills and stores, 
as Rice is provided all over the country. 
This would be a much simpler and better 
way than reducing the grain to powder. 
This may really take the place of Rice in 
many dishes. 

Why should we cut Oatmeal into mill 
dust when the grain is far more pleasant 
to eat as Rice is? 

Then, the best of all breads is made 
from fresh, good oatmeal in the old farm¬ 
house way. This is made from oatmeal 
and pure water only. Any attempt to 
improve It by shortening or other mix¬ 
ture spoils It. There are many ways in 
which good cooks could make excellent 
use of it. 

IIow to eat PORIUBGE.— Given good, firm, 
well-boiled porridge, the next question is 
how to eat it agreeably and in a whole¬ 
some way. Avoid in all cases adding too 
much liquid. My favourite way, when I 
have ripe Grapes, is to express a little 
juice from the rii* Grapes and dip sikkhi- 
fuls of the porridge into it; also, when 
I can get Heather or other good honey, 
I u.se a sprinkling of it in that way. 
Then there is the Irish farmhouse way. 
The porridge is made very stiff, a hollow is 
made in the middle of the portion and a 
lump of butter Is dropped in the centre. 
Then there is the way ’of serving it with 
buttermilk, as in ihg Scotch farmhouses, 
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which is delicious and appetising. In 
whatever way tlie porridge is served it 
should always be eaten with dry toast, a 
crust of bread, or one or two rusks, so as 
to check any tendency there may be to 
bolt tiie food without sufficient mastica¬ 
tion. There are some bad ways of eating 
l>orridge. I have seen people using a 
lot of sugar and cream with their porridge, 
which is a pernicious thing to do, as it 
quite alters tiie food constituents of ttie 
dish. There is as much nourishment in a 
pound of oatmeal as in three pounds of 
beef, and oatmeal does not require such 
additions ns these to make it nutritious ns 
well as palatable, being in itself a rich 
food, and any aid in the way of sugar and 
cream is not merely wasted, but harmful 
waste. 

Stale oatmeal, or oatmeal served in 
packets, is not nearly so good as freshly- 
ground. sound oatmeal made from our 
home-gnown Oats. Most people would 
come to this conclusion if they were not 
aware of the results of the trials which 
have beeu made in American universi¬ 
ties as to the value of even prepared 
foods, some of them advertised as “ pre¬ 
digested,” which foods it is conclu¬ 
sively proved are not nearly so good as 
simple natural foods from freshly-ground 
grain. Therefore, all who can should In¬ 
sist on getting fresh foods produced in 
our own country. The reason of the 
popularity of these prepared breakfast 
cereal foods—mostly of the porridge class 
—is that they save the servants trouble, 
but people have their digestions injured by 
these packet foods, probably eaten with 
sugar to make them palatable. 

Drawbacks of oatmeal.— It does not 
agree with some people; but that may not 
always arise from the tiling itself, as from 
certain mistakes in preparation. 

(1) Pappy cookery—making a sickly 
mess of a good food. This is very com¬ 
mon, though never the way of the people 
who live on It as a staple food. 

(2) Use of old or bad meal; often too 
finely ground, so that It readily absorbs 
damp and other worse va]>ours. 

(3) Injurious addition of cream and 
sugar, those often thrown deep over the 
dish; also eating with other rich foods. 
It is often best eaten by itself or with 
a rusk or a dry biscuit. 

(I) Use in packets or pro-cooked. It 
is proved that pro-cooking lessens the 
nutritive value of the meal—American 
exjieriments tell us this—and tire flavour 
of the packet ed meal, too, as compared 
with the fresh. W., Sussex. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Potted gout.— Referring to your article 
on “ Potted gout,” I never liked preserved 
vegetables. They have not the right 
taste, and certain Peas which were served 
at other people’s tables made me ill. I 
believe they had some poison put into 
them to keep them green. Probably these 
things are used largely on board ship 
where fresh vegetables are unobtainable. 
A friend used to give me preserved 
Gooseberries and Plums and things, and 
I always told him it was a mistake, and 
that he should use our fresh fruits— 
notably Mango and Banana, both excel¬ 
lent cooked as well as raw. He had a 
prejudice against tropical fruit, and 
clung to the English. It. was the attitude 
of so many English jieople: “ I don’t 

know; I don’t like It.” The thing was 
never judged on its own merits, which is 
my way of judging. Baked Bananas are 
rather like baked Apples, I always think. 
Pines (excellent here) are, to me, lietter 
cooked than raw ; and Guava jelly and 
Doca (cheese, like Damson cheese) are 
both divinely good.— Jamaican. 


Pear Achan.— This Pear I suppose the 
majority of gardeners have never heard 
of. 1 found it growing as an espalier in 
a Grass orchard, and ascertained the 
name from a fruit expert. It is a large, 
dark-yellow Pear, and of very choice 
quality, juicy, and well-flavoured, and 
productive. I ripened it in a warm room, 
and had it ready by November 20th; but 
ripened more slowly in a cold room, it 
would not be ripe for perhaps three weeks 
longer or even later. I do not find It in 
any fruit catalogue, which is surprising. 
If any reader knows its history, I hoiie 
that lie will send it to the Editor for our 
information.—W. J. Faiimek. 

[As a boy, I have distinct recollections 
of a half-standard tree that grew in the 
garden of which my father had charge. 
The Achan at that time was considered 
the best late Pear in the district (Aber¬ 
deen), coming into use in November and 
later. In the south of England one seldom 
finds it; in fact, it is like the Oslin Apple, 
also a favourite in the north, considered 
of little value. An accurate description 
of it is given in the fourth edition of the 
“ Fruit Manual.” —P. T.J 

Cornice Pear in Devon.— It being a poor 
year for Pears in Sussex, the constant 
and heavy rains day and night bursting 
the fruits and leading to fungoid destruc¬ 
tion later on, so that many fall off useless, 
nice medium-sized samples of Cornice from 
Mr. P. Veiteh, of Exeter, are very wel¬ 
come and of the true, liue flavour. It is 
doubtful if we gain much by the huge, 
overgrown fruits of this Pear from the 
Channel Isles—almost beyond human use 
unless in section. But it is good iu all 
ways. The Exeter tree stands free in the 
open, though there is some shelter from 
walls near. In much of southern England 
and Ireland Cornice might be grown as a 
pyramid or standard tree, as well as on 
walls, and In view of the coming scarcity 
of labour tiie simplest way is the best. 
The pruning is so much easier with the 
naturally-formed tree where the climate, 
shelter, and soil allow of its culture.—W., 
Sussex. 

An Apricot in Kent.— I have been away 
from home or I would have answered 
your letter sooner. The old tree blooms 
well every year, but the flowers are very 
often cut by frost. This year there was 
no late frost In May, and a good many 
fruits formed, but eventually only seven 
remained on the tree. They were very 
juicy, of a fair size, and most delicious 
flavour. It was evidently grafted on a 
Plum stock, and I am sending you one of 
the suckers and two of the stones, in 
case you would like to try any experi¬ 
ments with them. I shall be most grate¬ 
ful for any hints as to the care of the 
tree. I noticed to-day the cracks and 
gumming were spreading, and I do not 
know if I ought to prune it or not. It 
has been left untouched many years.— 
K. E. Maude. 

Plums. —The Hsl of Plums for planting 
given on page 604 comprises many good 
and useful varieties, alike.from a quality 
standpoint and to provide a supply for 
several months. I think your corre¬ 
spondent might add Ickwortli Jmperatrice, 
one of tiie best of the late sorts, and de¬ 
cidedly serviceable in those times, be¬ 
cause, if allowed to hang as long as pos¬ 
sible, it becomes very .sweet, something 
after the style of n soft Prune. 1 never 
giew it as a standard, but os bush and 
cordon on wall and orchard-house tree 
in pots it is a heavy and consistent 
cropper, coming quickly into I oaring from 
the maiden, and making after that com¬ 
paratively little annual growth. It is a 
good companion to and contemporary of 
Coo’s Golden Drop.—E. B. S., tlardwich. 
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TREES AND 8HRUBS. 

MRS. WILSON’S BARBERRY IN A 
JAPANESE VASE. 

Tins precious Chinese plant is as hardy 
as a Thornand, coming freely from 
seed, should not be long in making its 
way Into every garden where hardy shrubs 
have their due place. Our picture shows 
the grace of the berried shoots better than 
words. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The Mount Etna Broom (Genista a-tnen- 
sis). — This is the largest-growing of the 
numerous Brooms, and although a 
Southern European plant, it is quite 
hardy, specimens having stood uninjured 


while quite small, for large examples are 
difficult to establish from the fact that 
branch growth is out of all proportion to 
the development of the roots, the latter be¬ 
ing few in number and forming few fibres. 
On this account it is a good pluti to place 
a small stake to each plant when it Is first 
put out, so that it may be held firmly in 
position until new roots are formed. Light, 
loamy soil forms a suitable rooting medium 
and seeds form the best means of increase. 
—D. 

Wood fires. —I should be very glad If 
you could insert a plan in your paper 
showing bow you moan to take the air 
from outside to the chimneys. I am 
obliged to have a new grate put into a 
sitting-room, and am having a “ fire on 
the hearth ” one. This will be used a 


it grows rapidly, is very tough, and fairly 
dense when clipped. It often does well 
on dry, poor soils where other hedging 
plants fail. Nor is this Cotoneastor 
without an ornamental value. The Olive- 
green foliage assumes good autumn tints, 
and no sooner have the leaves fallen than 
the berries change from yellow to scarlet. 
They remain on the branches the greater 
part of the winter, the birds appearing 
to leave them to the last. As the fruit 
is borne on old wood, clipping in no way 
prejudices the annual crop.—A. T. John¬ 
son. 

Ulex hispanica _This, when covered 

with its deep-yellow flowers, is effective 
in the rock garden in the summer. It 
makes a very compact bush, which in time 
will attain quite considerable dimensions, 
though it is of somewliat slow growth. 


Mrs. Wilson's Barberry (Berberis Wilsona) in Japanese vase. 



through winters that killed common Furze 
to the ground. It grows 18 feet or more 
high and is of jieculiarly graceful habit, 
the secondary branches being pendent and 
hanging to a depth of several feet from the 
main branches. Leaves are very few in 
number, but as the branches are bright 
green it has as good an effect as some of 
our evergreen-leaved bushes. The golden 
flowers are borne in great profusion in 
July, a bush in full bloom being a very 
pleasing sight. Although it gives excellent 
results when planted in large groups, it is 
seen at its best when each plant can de¬ 
velop as a separate specimen, examples 
which grow into one another losing much 
of their graceful outline. It succeeds in 
the open and also in partial shade. As an 
undergrowth in open woods it is a success. 



great deal for wood; but also, when we 
are unable to get wood, it will have to be 
used for coal. The query is whether, if 
I have air brought into the chimney for 
making a better draught for burning 
wood, the draught will not be much too 
great, and, consequently, extravagant for 
burning coal.—B. M. L. 

[ T hr plan is carefully shown in diagram 
in " Wood Fires," both for town anil 
countru houses, from any bookseller. Hut 
you must not hare a grate of any kind 
for either coal or wood, the grate being 
guile unnecessary. When using coal, 
make a " builder's fire” by lighting from 
the top, thus saving coal and continuous 
stolctng and stirring. —Eu.] 

Cotoneaster Simonsi for hedging _This 

shrub makes n useful hedge, inasmuch as 


It can be struck quite readily from cut¬ 
tings, and is not particular as to soil. It 
is evergreen, and with me is quite hardy. 
—N. London. 

Rubus arcticus.—'The foliage of this 
little Bramble takes on nice tints in the 
autumn, and is of value on tliat- account. 
Its rose-pink flowers are insignificant; 
hut it is a pleasing and satisfactory plant, 
taking it all round; and, while it grows 
fairly fast in a not too hot place in peaty 
soil, it does not become too aggressive.— 
W. 0. 

Desfontainea Hookeri.— In Gardkni.no 
for December 1st, 1917, your correspon¬ 
dent “Dumfries” sleaks of Desfontainea 
Hookeri. It would be very interesting to 
know what he has under this name, as 
this Is a svnonvni foifi D[ pipinosa.—E. G. 
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INDOOR PLANTS. 

BEGONIAS IN FLOWER. 

When the tuberous-rooted Begonias have 
finished flowering the several varieties 
obtained hy the crossing of Begonia Soco- 
trnna with the group just named come in. 
The earliest of this late autumn and early 
winter flowering class was John Heal, 
sent out in 1885. For some years after 
this most of the varieties distributed had 
flowers more or less of a carmine tint. 
In the autumn of 1911, however, varieties 
showing a marked break away from those 
already in cultivation were shown. They 
were in appearance more nearly related 
to the tuberous rooted varieties than any 
that had gone before, the flowers living 
much larger, and the foliage more ample. 
The distinct shades of colour, too, were 
very marked. Shire that time others of 
this section have been raised, and there 
is now a considerable choice of varieties 
with both single and double blossoms. 
Among the most desirable members of this 
section may be mentioned Optima, bril¬ 
liant salmon; Emita, bright ornuge- 
scarlet; Her Majesty, salmon-yellow; 
Mrs. Heal, carmine-scarlet*; Orange King, 
orange-yellow; and Fascination, salmon- 
orange tinged with rose. The flowers of 
the above are single. Varieties with 
double or semi-double blossoms are : 
Altrincham l’ink, deep pink; Clibran’s 
Crimson, rich crimson ; Beauty of Hale, 
rosy salmon; Eiatior, rosy-carmine; 
Emily Clibran, salmon-orange ; and Flnrn- 
lieau, orange-scarlet. These Begoniasare 
sometimes referred to as greenhouse varie¬ 
ties, which is a misleading term. By 
many the wont greenhouse is applied to 
a structure from which frost is excluded, 
hut nothing more. This will not suffice 
either for the growing or flowering season 
of Begonias of this section. What is 
commonly referred to as a warm green¬ 
house or intermediate temperature is 
more in keeping with their requirements. 
The cuttings should be struck in a tem¬ 
perature of 70 degs., and grown on after¬ 
wards under slightly cooler conditions. 
For the flowering season a leinjierature 
of CO degs. to 05 degs. is suitable. 

Apart from the above, the different 
forms of Gioire do Lorraine are now open¬ 
ing their earliest blossoms, or rapidly ap¬ 
proaching that stage. Under favourable 
conditions they will continue to bloom for 
a long time. B. semperfiorens furnishes 
a brighL and pleasing feature in the 
greenhouse. The varieties of this Be¬ 
gonia show a considerable diversity of 
colour, two especially good varieties being 
Gioire de Chatelaine, pink; and Lunri- 
uosa, bright, crimson. That attractive 
hybrid between Begonia eoccinea and the 
white B. IlK-gei has been in flower a long 
time. It- is known as Begonia cnrminata, 
ami bears ils rosy, carmine-tinted blos¬ 
soms very freely. The influence of B. 
eoccinea is shown in the vigorous growth, 
as B. Camillata will form bushy speci¬ 
mens a yard high. A tuberous Begonia 
now little grown is B. Frcebelli, which 
will continue to produce its bright- 
coloured blossoms much longer than the, 
others of its section. K. It. W. 


•VOTA’S AND REPLIES. 

Lily of the Valley failing.—Some weeks 
ago I purchased some retarded Lily of the 
Valley crowns, and placed them in fibre, 
and treated them for blooming as advised 
in-cultural directions; but the spikes have 
all turned brownish, and “burnt” after 
yellowing. Could you tell me the cause, 
and advise? Two lots have gone, and a 

third is now in the dark taking root._ 

M. II., Lancxixtcr. 

[You tell us nothing about the treat- 
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ment your Lily of the Valley crowns have 
received, lienee we are handicapped in 
answering your question. One possible 
reason of your non-success is that the 
crowns were kept too long before being 
potted. This should be done as soon ns 
possible after they are removed from the 
refrigerating chamber and thoroughly 
thawed. We much prefer potting soil— 
that is, a mixture of loam, leaf-mould or 
peat, and sand—to fibre in which to plant 
the crowns; and, in fact, bulbs of any 
kind. With soil it is so much easier to 
regulate the supply of water. A practice 
that we have long followed with success 
Is to pot the crowns into 5-inch pots, from 
twelve to fifteen crowns in a pot. The 
soil should be made firm with the tops of 
the crowns showing through. When 
potted, give a good soaking of water, and 
place in a cold frame, shaded altogether 
for four or five days. At the expiration 
of that time the pots should be taken into 
a structure whore a temperature of 
50 degs. to 05 degs. is maintained. It is 
very important to shade from strong light 
till tlie spikes appear, and then give a 
gradually increasing amount of light; 
but shade from bright sunshine. They 
should be freely watered when necessary. 

A fairly close, snug structure is the best 
place for the crowns.] 

Fuchsias in winter _Fuchsias, though 

tended carefully in summer, are often 
neglected in winter. instead of being 
allowed to rest for a few months they are 
kept in the warmest part of the green¬ 
house, and, what is equally bad, suffer 
from over-dryness. Wherever possible, 
cool quarters—away from actual frost—are 
tlie best for Fuchsias, and then when the 
New Year has well advanced the growths 
should ho shortened and new growth en¬ 
couraged under slightly warmer condi¬ 
tions.— Townsman. 

Spanish Irises for pots —Those who ad¬ 
mire Irises mostly think of them as 
tenants of tlie garden and the rich show 
they nlford in June and July, but in a 
greenhouse—even if the house he a cool 
one—it is possible to enjoy the beauty of 
these flowers some time in advance of 
those in our borders. This Is the reason 
why in recent .years a few tieople have 
made it a practice to pot a few bulbs of 
Spanish Irises in November, and store 
them under ashes in a cold frame till to¬ 
wards March, when, after introduction to 
a slightly warmer atmosphere and slow 
development, one may participate in their 
lieauty fully a month in advance. W hat 
these bulbs do not like is hurrying on. 
There must lie time for root development 
without which no flowers of any value can 
Ire produced. It is tlie gentle warmth 
that spells success with Irises under fjlass. 
—Woonn ast wick. 

Forcing Lily of the Valley.— May 1 ask 

vou to kindly give, through the columns 
of your paper, the method of forcing Lily 
of the Valley ? I have lifted a lot, and, 
after sorting out the flowering crowns, I 
planted them in boxes and transferred 
them to a cold frame. How long should 
they he left there? I should like to have 
them in bloom the last week in March.— 
Charles Webb. 

[We advise you to leave your Lily of | 
tlie Valley crowns in the cold frame till j 
the middle of January, watering them 
when necessary. Then take them into a 
greenhouse where a temperature of 50 j 
degs. to CO degs. is maintained. As the , 
crowns will not have pushed any roots * 
into the new soil, they will need, as 
growth takes place, to lie shaded from 
bright sunshine. As tlie plants naturally, 
are much slower in developing when Hie 
weather is dull and cold, you will by tlie 
end of February be able to form an 
opinion whether a little more heat or a , 
little loss will be needed in order to have ■ 
them in bloom at the required time.] 


VEGETABLES. 

THE COLD FRAME AND THE 
ALLOTMENT. 

Manv who have taken up an allotment 
might find a small cold frame of much ser¬ 
vice to them in many ways. For ex¬ 
ample, from a pinch of seed sown in the 
early months of the year sufficient seed¬ 
lings of different kinds could be pricked 
off into the frame, and the resulting 
plants would not only be of better quality 
than the average bougbt-in stuff, but they 
would be ready for putting out as soon 
as weather conditions might be favour¬ 
able. During last spring plants were in 
some districts unprocurable when they 
were wauled, while plants raised in heat 
and insufficiently hardened were foisted 
on unskilled planters. Given a cold 
frame, such dlingers might be avoided, 
and the price of the seed would not be 
any more than that asked for the plants. 
Further, there would be a surplus avail¬ 
able for making' good any deaths among 
the early plantings. Cabbages, Cauli¬ 
flowers, Sprouts, Savoys, etc., could thus 
he handled. Onions, Leeks, Lettuces, and 
Parsley could be grown; in fact, a cold 
frame would soon pay for itself. It need 
not be an elaborate brick-built affair. A 
woodeu frame. 3 feet In height at the back, 
18 inches high at the front, 7 feet in 
width by 0 feet 0 inches in length, and 
with two sashes, would lie sufficient for 
tlie average allotment—at all events, for 
a beginning. Wood and glass are just 
now rather dear; still, the allotment 
gardener would find the speculation a 
paying one. 

A Scottish Gaiuiener. 


CELERY. 

Success with this depends to a great ex¬ 
tent on the way the young plants are 
treated in their earlier stages. It is iin- 
imssible to free Celery from what the mar¬ 
ket men term a “stunt” when put into 
tiie trenches, as the plants never go away 
freely. I know of one man who never has 
had really good Celery, simply because be 
has failed to realise that it must be kept 
gently moving from its earliest stages. 
Celery is certainly the most expensive 
vegetable to grow, and, among garden pro¬ 
duce, ranks with the Cauliflower. They 
are the aristocrats of the kitchen garden, 
and their culture involves a considerable 
amount of labour, which the results cer¬ 
tainly justify when it Is intelligently be¬ 
stowed. The first lot of Celery I prick out 
Into frames, so that the tender young 
plants which have been raised under glass 
can be secured against cold and heavy 
rains. The lights, which are kept on until 
new roots are made and growth begins, are 
removed on line days so as to accustom the 
plants to the altered conditions, and are 
finally taken away when really fine 
weather comes. These plants sustain no 
check, but go away with the greatest free¬ 
dom, and are, of course, early. The re¬ 
mainder for succession is pricked out into 
the open ground, which is prepared by- 
taking off 4 inches of the top soil and tread¬ 
ing tire bottom as hard as possible. On 
this are put 3 inches of leaf-mould col¬ 
lected from a wood and consisting mainly 
of Fir needles. A dressing of soot is 
given, and it is thou well moistened with 
liquid manure. About an inch of Ilie 
original soil, which is also moderately 
manured, is placed on this. The seedlings 
are pricked out 4 inches apart, and have 
strict attention in watering. By the time 
the succession lots are set out the weather 
often becomes very hot and dry. and I then 
shade them Witt Fir branches from which 
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the needles have fallen. When they begin 


to grow freely and have three nice leaves 
I give them weak manure-water twice a 
week and take care that they are never 
dry at the roots, damping them down every 
evening when the sun has gone off them. 
When they have got good hold of the soil 
they go away with great freedom and the 
leaves take on the black-green tinge which 
distinguishes Celery in a perfect state of 
health. When the seedlings are lifted they 
come up with solid masses of roots. They 
are lifted in the afternoon and planted at 
once, and hardly experience a check. It 
has been a bad season for Celery. The 
maggot ■ was very troublesome and was 
starting with me, but I picked off every 
affected leaf and thoroughly syringed with 
XL All insecticide, which was repeated 
several times. The strong smell which this 
creates prevents the fly depositing its eggs. 

Byfleet. 


BEET. 

There is probably no vegetable grown 
that demands a more thorough prepara¬ 
tion of the soil, than Beet. Very light 
soils do not demand so much care, but if 
they incline to become close after heavy- 
rains, extra pains must be taken to en¬ 
sure not only a fine tilth at sowing time, 
but also the preservation of the soil in a 
free, open condition during the growing 
season. In addition to the ordinary dig¬ 
ging, it is well to thoroughly stir with 
the fork. My ground was stirred twice, 
as it was, evidently by- reason of the rain 
and snow in the preceding winter, in a 
rather sour, close condition. The great 
enemy of the Beet is the fly, which some¬ 
times carries off the whole of the plants 
in a few days. It is, therefore, wise to 
make two sowings at an interval of from 
ten days to a fortnight, as it often hap¬ 
pens that the later one will be favoured 
with better climatic conditions. The 
date of sowing must bo determined by the 
locality. The aim should be not to pro¬ 
duce big roots, hut moderately-sized ones 
that have matured in a way that ensures 
the full amount of saccharine matter that 
this esculent furnishes. At the present 
time I consider Beet one of the most valu¬ 
able garden products. This year I have 
grown Early Model and Cheltenham 
Green Top, and I doubt if these two 
varieties can be excelled for flavour. 
Early Model is really very- early, and by 
its means the Beet season can he ad¬ 
vanced several weeks. It was sown at 
the end of April; but instead of thin¬ 
ning out to the usual distance, the plants 
were kept about 4 inches apart, and the 
thinnings used. As soon as the roots 
were large enough we began to eat them, 
and then enough jvas left to form the crop 
for autumn lifting. I, therefore, utilised 
what would have been in the ordinary way 
destroyed, and had the advantage of add¬ 
ing quite one-third to the crop, and had 
young, tender roots for boiling or salad 
several weeks before the season for this 
vegetable is supposed to commence. 

I strongly advise those who have grown 
Beet in the usual manner to try the aboye- 
mentioned plan for one season, and I 
think they will find that they have 
sensibly increased the productive power 
of their land, and if they are lovers of 
this esculent they will have derived ad¬ 
ditional pleasure from its culture. Beet 
must not be hard frozen. It must be 
pulled by ti e beginning of November and 
stored in dry earth or on litter during the 
winter. j. Cornhill. 

MOTES AMD REPLIES. 

Spraying Potatoes —Mv Potato haulm 
having been blackened* with diseale last 

Digitized by\jO'- QlC 


season, I decided to resort to spraying in 
future as a preventive. This I carried out 
during the season just past, using Bor¬ 
deaux paste, as soon as the Potatoes were 
earthed-up, again at the end of July, and, 
for the tim'd time, in August. In spite or 
the extra labour and expense incurred, 
my Potatoes were blackened, and there 
are more diseased tubers than was the 
case when I did not spray. I am now 
convinced that spraying is useless in a 
season like the one just past, when rain 
fell frequently, soaking the deposit on the 
haulm and washing it off completely, 
allowing the disease spores to gain a foot¬ 
hold. My experience is that some varie¬ 
ties are more liable to disease than others 
whether sprayed or not, and that a selec¬ 
tion of varieties to suit one’s own parti¬ 
cular soil is more necessary than spraying. 
In these days when we have been asked to 
grow all the Potatoes we can find space 
for, some have grown any variety that 
can be obtained, without regard to its 
suitability to any particular soil or 
locality. With me, Sir John Llewellyn, 
Ninety Fold, Great Scot, and King Ed¬ 
ward have yielded well, with little disease; 
while My art’s Ashleaf, Arran Chief, and 
Up to Date were badly attacked by 
disease. On other soils the opposite may- 
lie the case. Mine is a very heavy loam, 
overlying yellow clay.— H. S., Harlfield, 
Sussex. 

Sale of Potatoes for eating.— The 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries has, 
by a general licence under the Seed Pota¬ 
toes (Immune Varieties) Order, 11*17, 
authorised the sale in England and Wales 
for consumption of Potatoes of the varie¬ 
ties King George V., Great Scot, Lochar, 
and Templar, which -will not pass through 
a riddle having a If in. mesh. The Food 
Production Department, however, points 
out that the provisions of any other Order 
of the Food Controller affecting such 
Potatoes must be complied with in the 
case of all sales permitted by this licence, 
and the licence must not be construed as 
an authority to deal with any Potatoes 
in contravention of the requirements of 
any Order relating to wart disease. At 
a later date the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries will be prepared to issue 
licences for the sale of these varieties for 
planting; but for the present such 
licences cannot be granted except in very 
unusual eircunlstanccs. 

Celery. —If the earthing-up of the latest 
batch is still unfinished, this should no 
longer be delayed. Take advantage of the 
first dry day to place sufficient soil about 
the stems to blanch them. Long litter 
should be placed in readiness to protect 
the plants in the event of severe frost.— 
F. W. G.__ 

BOOKS. 

UHODODENDKONS AND THE 
VARIOUS HYBRIDS.* 

A monograph on the greatest family of 
hardy plants known is a very interesting 
thing to come to us in these strenuous days 
of war, when one does not expect much in 
the way of great books. This, certainly, 
has a claim to be called a great book, em¬ 
bracing ns it does such countries as India, 
China, Tibet, and other lands, and these 
in their most picturesque and inaccessible 
parts. One approaches it with a kind of 
awe, for how few among living men are 
qualified to judge its merits. However, 
we take things as they are, and try to give 
some idea of the plan of the book. 

The illustrations are mostly from 
photographs, and as a rule they are 
well printed. Among these those re¬ 
produced by the collotype process compare 
very favourably with those on the clayed 
paper. The great makers of books a bun- 

* ” Rhododendrons and the Various Hybrids,” by T. G. 
Millais. Longmans, Green and Co. 


fired years ago knew nothing of clayed 
paper as an aid to a good book, but prin¬ 
ters, for the most part, have taken to it, 
though we think it is quite possible to re¬ 
produce photographs very well without its 
aid. 

As regards the coloured plates, they are 
good as far as coloured plates go in our 
day, but anyone who lias taken much 
notice of the wonderful colour and charm 
of tlie greater Rhododendrons must de- 
spair of doing justice to them by any pro¬ 
cess of colour printing. Unfortunately, 
too. the coloured plates are also on clayed 
paper, which is tiresome in certain lights, 
and also tends to make the hook needlessly 
awkward to handle. Competent printers 
are not n,t all satisfied that this clayed 
paper will stand the test of time. Far 
better, in our opinion, are the plates in 
collotyiie black and white on unglazed 
paper, such as It. Loderi at page 55. This 
process, bearing in mind the difficulties as 
regards reproduction, will probably be 
found to he the best so far as appearance 
and, endurance are eoneelned. 

Mr. XI ij la is is a naturalist of distinction, 
and has taken up this work with a real 
love for it, and has devoted much of his 
time to it. The wonderful distribution of 
the species is dealt with in the first place, 
and very well dealt with. Then come the 
Chinese species. Very numerous they are, 
and probably not nearly all are known to 
us. Then comf- the Himalayan species, 
which are frequently improved as we 
know them, owing to the labours of 
English raisers. Cultivation is not neg¬ 
lected and grafting Is dealt with, though 
we think a much too favourable view is 
taken of its effects. The book also takes 
into account the gardens in which Rhodo¬ 
dendrons are well done, notably those 
of Wales and Ireland. In Wicklow, 
especially, we have evidence of the 
climate’s fitness for this beautiful group 
of plants. The index is not complete, and 
such a book deserves a thoroughly good 
index. There is also a “ key ” to the 
sjiecies, which ‘we think useless, as such 
keys usually are to most people, and then 
follows what is of much more practical 
value—a description of all the species—a 
very difficult matter ill the present state of 
our knowledge and of the difficulty of 
communicating with the various countries 
indicated. 

Something needed is said as to the 
lioisonous properties in Rhododendrons. 
The leaves of the evergreen Rhododendron 
are very lioisonous, and for this reason are 
seldom eaten by mammals. Among those 
known to l>c poisonous are It. ferrugineuni, 
which causes frequent losses among graz¬ 
ing animals in the Alps, while there are 
many instances of goats and sheep being 
poisoned and sometimes killed by eating 
tlie leaves of It. iwntieum. R. caiiforni- 
cum is said to be very poisonous to sheep 
in Oregon. The honey from the flowers of 
It. Uavum is said to be dangerous to human 
beings, though the honey of both humble 
bees and common bees, both of which fre¬ 
quent the flowers of this siiecies, does not 
seem to be poisonous in these islands. 
Rabbits, when other food is scarce, will 
eat tlie leaves of R. ponticuin without 
taking harm. Horses also will eat freely 
of the leaves of certain hybrid species. 
He gives an instance of a horse belonging 
to a baker which strayed into a drive and 
ate two shoots of a small plant of R. cilia- 
tum. When the vet. was called in he 
found the horse “ swollen to a large size.” 
It lay in the stable for three days, and 
then recovered. 

The book, considering the great difficul¬ 
ties of the time, is a credit both to the 
author and the great house of Longmans, 
who produce -it—in such a fine way. 
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THE WEEK’S WORK. 

OPEN-AIR GARDENING. 

In' bloom December 11th. —£ubrietias (in 
variety), Anemone cor on aria, Iris sty- 
hisa, Polygala ChamtrbuTUS purpurea, 
F. C. litlca. Erica cornea (in variety), E. 
mediterranea hybrid a, Erigeron mucro- 
natus, Gorydalis lutea, New Zealand 
Veronicas (in variety), Escallonia monte- 
vidensis, Laurustinus, Osman thus ilici- 
foliits, Jasminum nudiflorum, Chimonan- 
thus frayrans (tlic Winter Sweet), Eases 
(in variety), Pampas Grasses. 

The week’s work. —Established plants 
of hardy Cyclamens have been top-dressed 
with fine light soil to which was added a 
sprinkling of bone-meal. The ground is 
left undisturbed a-s much as possible, in 
order to allow seedlings, thousands of 
which come up annually, to develop. 
Hardy Cyclamens are often planted in the 
rock garden, and they arc very suitable 
for this purpose; but they also do well 
here in almost any |>ositiion, and are 
largely used as edgings to paths, especi¬ 
ally the Ivy-leaved Cyclamen (C. hederse- 
foilum). The leaves, the greater portion 
of which appear after the flowers fade 
and continue in great beauty the whole 
winter and early spring, are beautifully 
marked. Iris stylosa (the Algerian Iris), 
planted at the foot of a south wall, is now 
throwing up its flowers, which are hidden 
in the large, grassy foliage, so much so 
as to escape the notice of. those who arc 
not familiar with its habit. Slugs are its 
greatest. < neiny, and these have to he 
diligently sought for and destroyed, or 
they will eat off the flower-spikes as fast 
as they appear. The low walls of vineries 
afford a capital position for tills, plant. 
The border should be slightly raised alwive 
the surrounding level, the soil light and 
well-drained, and no manure should lie 
given. Endeavour to encourage a dwarf, 
well-ripened growth, as this tends to its 
profuse flowering. Tu such a position as 
described a few lights may be placed over 
the plants, if necessary, to afford protec¬ 
tion from heavy rains and snow, when 
good flowers may l>e picked at intervals 
for many weeks. 

Planting for winter effect, — In 
many gardens during December one looks 
in vain for a touch of bright colour. 
When planting is being carried out, con¬ 
sideration .should lie given t<o plants that 
are attractive during .the winter either 
for their flowers or stem colouring. Jas¬ 
minum nudiflorum is already covered with 
flowers, ai d unless the weather is unusu¬ 
ally severe w ill remain so all the winter. 
Osmanthus ildcifolius has small, vrhite, 
sweet-scented flowers, and usually re¬ 
mains in bloom throughout December. 
The Witch Hazels are very attractive. 
The buds axe on the point of bursting, 
and the plants remain in flower for a long 
time. C.'liniolian thus fragraus (the 
Winter Sweet) should be planted in a 
sheltered position, preferably on a wall. 
For stem colouring, the Scarlet and 
Golden Willows .should be freely used in 
suitable situations. Rerlieris viresoens 
gives wonderful leaf-colouring during this 
month, and the orange-coloured stems are 
very attractive after the leaves have 
fallen. Scarlet Dogwood, Rubus biflorus, 
and R. Jeucodermis, in good, bold groups, 
give a welcome touch of colour during the 
winter. Kcrria japouk-a and Leycosteria 
formosa give good green-stem colouring. 
Some of the glaucous and goldeal varie¬ 
ties of Conifers also give splendid winter 
colour. Of dwarfer plants, nothing can 
equal the handy Heaths for winter effect. 
Erica mediterranea Jiybrida has been in 
flower for several weeks. E. carnea and 
varieties are now in bloom, and will con¬ 
tinue throughout cue winter and early 
spring. E. lusiitanica (the Portuguese 
Heath) is the most precious of the taller 
varieties. It is a little tender, and should 
be given a sheltered position. Last 
winter it was out down by frost, but has 
recovered. E. australis, one of flhe pret- 
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tiest, I was surprised to find survived the 
severe weather of last winter, and is uow 
none the worse. E. arborea is more 
tender, and was killed outright. 

F. W. Gallop. 

Eilford Hall Gardens, Oundle, Norlhants. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES. 

Manuring fruit-trees _Before hard 

weather sets in it is a good plan to look 
round the fruit garden and mark with a 
strip of raffia all trees in the open in need 
of assistance in the shape of a mulch of 
manure to the surface, or, more cor¬ 
rectly speaking, just beneath the surface 
of the soil. It is, generally speaking, 
trees which have borne continuously for 
some time past and others which have 
been many years planted, but yet healthy, 
that require this amount of attention. 
This method of returning something to 
the soil has much to commend it, inas¬ 
much as it encourages a host of new roots 
to feed near the surface, which, in turn, 
prevents exhaustion and its attendant 
evil consequences setting in. Trees that 
are to l>e so treated should first have the 
soil removed as far as the branches ex¬ 
tend and deep enough to expose a few of 
the roots nearest to the surface. Then 
place a layer of manure some 4 inches in 
thickness over them, cover it with the 
soil previously removed, and make all 
firm. The manure can be wheeled out and 
put by the side of the trees some time 
when the ground is frost-bound, and it 
can then l>e applied as directed in open 
weather. The manure should he the 
richest obtainable—that from the stable 
or farmyard lieing the most suitable. 
Very good results have in some instances 
followed the use of old hotlied manure; 
but there is always a risk attending its 
employment on account of the presence of 
pieces of sticks and rotten w-ood, etc., in 
the leaves, as such matter tends to the 
production of fungus in the soil. If loam 
is plentiful, a fair quantity may la? added 
to the manure to hell? eke it out if the 
supply is short.. This also promotes the 
production of fibrous roots in quantity. ■ 

Pruning espaliers and cordons _In 

pruning established trees of Apples and 
Pears, the principal thing to do now is 
to cut back tbe young wood on the spurs 
to three buds in the case of Apples and 
four in Pears. Relieve the spurs of all 
dead snags or short pieces of wood which 
have died back, and thin out the wood 
in tile spurs if it is at sill congested. 
Thus will afford an opjiortunity fox getting 
lid of the weakest of the fruiting wood, 
of which trees generally possess a surplus 
after the}' have been planted some fifteen 
to twenty years. Spur thinning may also 
be resorted to when the mistake has been 
made in the past of allowing them to de¬ 
velop too closely together. Younger ex¬ 
amples which have not yet filled their 
allotted space should have the spur wood 
on the older or mature portions of the 
branches pruned on the same principle; 
hut on the younger parts shorten the 
growths produced during the past sum¬ 
mer to three buds on Apples and four on 
Pears to form the future spurs. The 
leaders at tne extremities of the branches 
should be shortened back to where the 
ureod is well ripened, and as far as pos¬ 
sible to do so be left of an equal length oil 
each tier or pair of branches. If not yet 
furnished with their full complement of 
branches, and a shoot left in each in¬ 
stance, as should have been the case, 
to extend the main stem in a vertical 
direction, cut this back .so that there shall 
lie one hud above the wire where the next 
pair of branches are required. The 
growth resulting from this hud will, when 
it pushes out, serve to further extend the 
stem another season, while the two most 
conveniently situated bulls below' it will 
supply shoots, one mi either side, with 
which to lay the foundation of the re¬ 
quired pair of branches, in the event of 
no further sets of branches being needed, 
the leading shoot should bo cut back to 


near the level of the wire instead of to 
omc hud above it. Some allow spurs to 
form an the stems; hut this is a mistake; 
they should be kept quite clean. 

Plums and Cherries do not readily lend 
themselves to tins mode of training; hut 
some few varieties can be made to answer. 
The pruning of these is on precisely the 
same lines, only the young wood should be 
left a trine longer on Plums, cutting at 
the fifth instead of the fourth bud in this 
case. Fully-grown 

Single and double-stemmed cordons 

will, if stopping or summer pruning has 
been properly done, not require a great 
deal of attention, the chief tiling being to 
trim off the pieces of wood at the ends of 
the stopped shoots, or, in other words, 
the remaining portions of the secondary 
growths. Where stopping has not l>cen 
attended to and the wood was left longer 
than necessary, cutting back to the third 
hud for Apples, the fourth for Pears and 
Cherries, and the fifth far Plums should 
take place now. The same rule should be 
observed with regard to trees which are 
not fully clothed with spurs or on which 
the young wood on the upper portions of 
the stems was stopped last slimmer for 
the express purpose of converting them 
into, future spurs. Leader's in tins case, 
if the trees have uot filled the full limit 
of the trellis, whether they ore trained 
obliquely or vertically, may he left full 
length if the wood is well ripened; if not, 
cut back to a prominent hud where it is 
sound and firm. Examples which are as 
yet but half grown should 'be treated on 
this same principle until they attain the 
desired height, and take care during the 
summer to regulate the young side 
shoots produced by these leaders, thin¬ 
ning out when necessary, and leaving 
them, as far as circumstances permit, 
about 9 inches apart-. These, when 
stopped in duo course, form the bases of 
other spurs, while overcrowding will in 
the future not occur if they are situated 
at or alxiut the distances named on the 
leaders, which will eventually become the 
upper portion of the stems. 

Early Peaches. —If ripe Peaches are re¬ 
quired early in May next, the house 
should now be started. All that has lieen 
said with regard to the starting of early 
Vines is applicable to Peaches also. For 
the present a day and night temperature 
of 50 degs. and 45 degs. respectively will 
suffice. 

Later houses. —Push on with the prun¬ 
ing and cleaning of the trees and struc¬ 
tures, and get the training and tying done 
without undue delay. In Hip interval 
keep the houses freely ventilated unless 
sharp frost sets in, when they should be 
closed, and just enough heat turned on 
to prevent the water in tue pipes freezing. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Cleaning fruit-trees _The cleansing of 

fruit-trees must now receive attention. 
Some of the Apple-trees in these gardens 
are affected with American blight, and 
these are being dealt with. All loose 
pieces of bark. Moss, and Lichen are re¬ 
moved from tile affected parts, and the 
stems thoroughly scrubbed with a strong 
solution of petroleum emulsion, using a 
stiff brush. It is essential that young 
trees which are affected with this pest 
should lie thoroughly cleaned, or it will 
in a very short time do irreparable 
damage. After the ta-ees have been well 
scrubbed they will lie thoroughly sprayed 
with a caustic soda wash, applied through 
a knapsack sprayer. The trees will be 
sprayed a second time before the buds 
Ix-gin to swell. If frosty weather pre¬ 
vails, old and useless fruit-trees may be 
grubbed, all dead wood out out of orchard 
trees, and the branches that are crowded 
and intersecting each other thinned. 
When the ground is frozen all wheeling 
of manure and soil on _tp fruit quarters 
should be done. All prnlirngR and refuse 
of every driiid should be put on Hie dire- 
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heap. No definite instructions can be 
given for 

Manuring fruit-trees, as the cultivator 
must be guided b3' the immediate require¬ 
ments of the trees under his charge. 
Trees that carry heavy crops annually 
usually need some manurial assistance, 
©specially those having a limited rooting 
space. I do not recommend the use of 
fresh farmyard manure at this season for 
such as Apples, Pears, Plums, etc., this 
being best used as a mulch in early sum¬ 
mer. Well-decayed manure, if mixed 
with an equal quantity of old potting soil 
or similar material, forms a good top- 
dressiing. As a stimulant for wall trees, 
a light dressing of soot and hone-meal 
will keep the trees in a healthy and fruit¬ 
ful condition. This should Ire lightly 
pointed in with a fork as soon as the prun¬ 
ing and training are completed. Goose¬ 
berry and Currant bushes require rich 
farmyard manure, which should Ire lightly 
forked in after the prunings have been 
cleared away. 

Plants for the greenhouse. —A few 

Lilacs, Wistaria®, Deutzia-s, and Labur¬ 
nums have been placed in gentle heat. 
These plants must not he introduced at 
once into great heat, blit gradually ac- 
• customed to warmer surroundings until 
a maximum heat of 65 dogs, is reached. 
Water at the loots needs to lie applied 
with great care. If often happens that 
water used in syringing keeps the surface 
soil sufficiently moist to give the impres¬ 
sion that no water is needed while the re¬ 
mainder of the soil might lie too dry. 
The earliest flowering Narcissi and Tulips. 

I icing well rooted, have also been placed 
in gentle heat. They require an abund¬ 
ance of tepid water. Cinerarias have 
been removed from cold pits to a light, 
airy house, where a little fire heat can he 
given when necessary. Cyclamen plants 
on the point of blooming have been placed 
in a house where the night temperature 
is 50 degs. to 55 degs. They are fre¬ 
quently afforded weak liquid manure. 

Winter - flowering Begonias. — The 
earliest hatches having passed out of 
bloom, the inflorescences have been cut 
away, and the plants will lie given a short 
icriod of rest. Following this they will 
le placed in a house having a warm, moist 
atmosphere, and lie sprayed frequently 
to induce them to produce growths for the 
supply of early cuttings. Later hatches 
are still in full beauty. Deciduous 
Calanthes, now in full bloom, have been 
removed to an intermediate house where 
a temperature of 55 degs. to 60 dogs, is 
maintained. Water is entirely withheld. 
After the blooms are cut, the plants must 
lie given a complete rest. If space is 
limited, the pseudo-bulbs may .be carefully 
removed from the pots, the soil shaken 
from the roots, and the plants stored in 
boxes of silver sand. ’ I prefer to leave 
them in the pots, as they start more freely 
into growth in the spring. The pots are 
stood on a shelf in a house where the tem¬ 
perature does not fall below 60 degs. 

Lettuces.— In gardens where there is 
likely to lie a scarcity of Lettuce during 
the winter, seeds of varieties suitable for 
forcing, such as Harbinger, should he 
sown at once, and the plants raised in 
moderate heat. Before the second leaf 
appears the seedlings should be pricked 
off into boxes and grown on in a tem¬ 
perature of about 55 degs. These forcing 
varieties ate very suitable for use in 
salads—the leaves grow quickly, and arc, 
therefore, very tender. They may be cut off 
when quite small in much the same way 
as Mustard and Cress. 

Chicory. —Where a sufficient supply of 
roots has Iteen grown, there will he little 
difficulty in having Chicory in good condi¬ 
tion until May. Apart from its use as a 
salad, it its often much appreciated, if 
properly blanched, as a cooked vegetable. 
To maintain a constant supply a few roots 
should be placed once a week in a dark 
corner of the Mushroom-house or some 
other Suitable place from which light can 
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he excluded. Should prolonged frost ap¬ 
pear imminent, a sufficient number of 
roots for use should be lifted from the 
open ground and stored in a frost-proof 
place. 

Seakale. —Roots, according to the de¬ 
mand, are placed in a dark corner of the 
Mush room-house ouce a week. Where it 
is intended to force this vegetable on the 
ground where the plants have been grown 
it will be necessary to place Seakale pots 
over the crowns, covering the whole with 
a good thickness of long litter and leaves, 
which have previously l>een mixed well 
together. This covering must be suffi¬ 
cient to exclude light and air from the 
crowns. A steady heat of 45 degs. to 
50 degs. is the most suitable, any increase 
on this being detrimental, as it causes 
the growth to be weak and flavourless. 

F. W. G. 


SCOTLAND. 

Arum Lilies. —With a view to bringing 
Arum Lilies forward, in order that they 
may take the place of Chrysanthemums 
when the latter pass out of bloom, the 
|>!;ints have during the week lieen looked 
over, any disfigured foliage removed, and 
top-dressing attended to. The top-dress¬ 
ing consists of good loam with which a 
little soot—sufficient to blacken the whole 
—is mixed. Firmly pressed down, the 
young loots soon get to work, and with a 
slight increase of heat, progress will soon 
he visible. Aphides are always more or 
less troublesome in the case of Arum 
Lilies, so that precautionary vaporisings 
are desirable at intervals. Also, when 
time can be spared, I like to give the 
foliage a sponge over with tepid soapy 
water followed by a brisk syringing—of 
course, l>ef.ore the spathes open. 

Begonia Rex. —The oniamental-foliaged 
Begonias are not now, perhaps, such 
favourites as they were at one time. 
Nevertheless, they are very useful, more 
particularly at this season. They require, 
however, warm greenhouse treatment at 
present if they are to lie maintained in 
good leal, and a little weak stimulant is 
not wasted. Readily propagated from 
leaf-cuttings, a few leaves of good sorts 
were put, into the propagating case in the 
course of the week. These soon emit 
shoots and roots, and make useful stuff 
in the spring. Indeed, I think that in 
3-inch or 4-inch pots, and carrying from 
six to nine good leaves, such plants are 
of more value than larger pieces in 6-inch 
or even 8-inch i>ots. 

Libonia floribunda. — When L. flori- 
bunda is required for blooming early in 
the New Year, it is advisable now to give 
it a little more heat than has hitherto 
been the case. In any event, it is as well 
to raise the temperature slightly, because 
if grown too cool, L. floribunda is apt to 
drop its foliage, this detracting from the 
appearance of the jdants. The pots, 
chiefly 5-inch and 6-inch, now being quite 
full of roots, a little encouragement in the 
way of a chemical fertiliser in solution is 
being given at bi-weekly intervals. 

Nicotiana Sander® and Canterbury 
Bells for flowering in the spring have now 
been put into 6-inch pots. The majority 
of the plants will Ire bloomed in these 
pots ; but a proportion of those—especially 
of Canterbury Bells—.which promises to 
make superior pieces will ultimately be 
potted on into 9-inch pots. 

Plants for forcing _The first lot of 

Dielytra spectabilis, Funkias, and Hoteia 
japoniica has now Won given a position 
in the stove in order to hasten them on. 
These plants were gradually acclimatised 
to the temperature which they now on- 
joy, and, with routine attention and 
plenty of moisture, should do well. 

Greenhouses, generally, continue to be 
very bright, and in order to prolong the 
Chrysanthemum season as long os pos¬ 
sible it is necessary to ventilate as freely 
as the weather permits. Fire heat may 


be dispensed with; but, unfortunately, it 
has not been possible to do so here since 
the display became general, the weather 
having been very wet. This, of course, 
sets up damp, and to counteract that it 
is necessary to keep a fairly brisk heat in 
the pipes. Ventilation, however, is freely 
given both bv day and by night. The 
varieties of Primula obccwuca will shortly 
be useful. These make good groups if 
relieved by a few Ferns. P. Stella,ta is 
always useful, alike for decoration and 
for cutting, and it has in many places 
ousted the older P. sinensis. Still, there 
are some fine, clear colours among the 
Chinese Primulas, and it i,s always worth 
while, where room is abundant, to grow 
a batch. Further experience confirms the 
view previously expressed that this 
season’s Cineraria stellata is a very in¬ 
ferior strain. This is to be regretted, be¬ 
cause inferior plants with flowers of poor 
colour require the same attention and 
care a/s those of a higher class. Under 
the prevailing conditions it is, I think, 
hardly fair to criticise the seedsmen too 
severely. Liliums may be brought on as 
required, and such plants as are not top- 
dressed ought to he attended to without 
delay. Let the watering be done as soon 
after daylight os possible. 

Heated pits. —In these useful struc¬ 
tures -successional plants, now coming 
along, must receive regular attention. 
Cut-back show and fancy Pelargoniums 
now in their flowering pots should be 
vaporised now and then as a precaution¬ 
ary measure. "Water ought not, to be too 
lavishly supplied ; but, at the same time, 
it ought to be remembered that a too 
scanty supply will inevitably induce aphis. 
Zonal Pelargoniums may be had in bloom 
almost any time when grown in pits such 
as those referred to. As indicated a short 
time ago, more reliance is placed upon 
good numbers of a few effective colours— 
scarlet, white, pink—than upon a collec¬ 
tion. Although a collection is highly 
interesting, more satisfaction is obtained 
from good batches of selected colours. 
Some of the older varieties are still quite 
as good for general pur|x>ses as some of 
the recent sorts, in spite of their large 
trusses and huge individual pips. Cut¬ 
tings which are being wintered in heated 
pits will .require water from time to time. 
It is a good plan, however, to keep these 
on the dry side, care, however, being 
taken that the soil docs not get dust-dry. 

Cold frames. —These do not at this 
season call for much attention. Damp is, 
generally speaking, more dangerous than 
frost, so let air be freely given on all pos¬ 
sible occasions. Parsley in cold frames 
should be inspected from time to time, 
and any decaying leaves removed. As we 
may now at any time expect severe frost, 
protecting material ought to lx> ready at 
hand. Nothing ,is better for this pur¬ 
pose than heavy-grade Archangel mats, 
which, if expensive at first, eventually re¬ 
pay the initial cost. After these get wet, 
advantage should Ire taken of the first dry 
day to hang them up, for if allowed to lie 
about in a wet state they soon rot. At 
the present time these mats are difficult 
to procure. 

Pruning. —There has lreen hut little op¬ 
portunity for pushing on the luun/ing. In 
the case of young trees on the Paradise, 
growth is not so pronounced as on older 
trees on the C-rah, and, as the former are 
in the course of formation, due attention 
to symmetry is paid so far as possible. 
At the same time, I would not remove a 
shoot which promised to Irear well merely 
for the sake of symmetry, always pro¬ 
vided that such a -shoot did not -interfere, 
with others or crowd them. Well-formed 
trees are always gratifying; out results, 
not appearance, are of most importance 
in fruit growing. Trees on the Paradise 
have very often the drawback of throwing 
up suckers rather too freely, and careless 
removal of these only intensifies the evil. 
Those who may -have warm soil and a good 
exposure might find it profitable to plant 
trees on the Doucin. This is, of course, 
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also a variety of Paradise, and, I am in¬ 
clined to think, produces fruits of superior 
quality when the conditions referred to 
can bo supplied. 

Outdoor work has once more l>een 
seriously interfered with by phenomenally 
wet weather. This is especially annoying 
at the present time; but when the soil is 
not fit to work upon any arrears of pot- 
ting-shed work can be brought un to date, 
progress cm he made with the cleaning of 
houses, and any odd work attended to. 

W. McGuffog. 

Bulmae Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


BEES. 

ENCOURAGING HIDE-KEEPING. 

An Influential weekly newspaper ad¬ 
mitted to its pages last summer a.letter 
from a lady in India, expressing her sur¬ 
prise that in all the interesting articles 
on food problems in the home-land, she 
had not seen any suggestion to increase 
the sugar supply by a broadcast cultiva¬ 
tion of honey. ' This lady recorded her 
remembrance of a little apiary in Suf¬ 
folk harvesting 90 lb. in one .season. The 
editor in a foot note deplored the neglect 
of the bee industry, and. in attributing 
it to the ravages of the Isle of Wight 
disease, impelled the inference that it was 
useless to encourage the cult. Tills was 
unreasonable and foolish. I do not read 
of the abandonment of the cultivation of 
Potatoes, or of any other foodstuffs, in 
some districts, because of the existence of 
disease in certain-other districts. Neither 
do lieople discourage the cultivation of 
good health because some of their less 
fortunate fellow-creatures suffer from the 
ravages of certain ills that flesh is heir 
to. 

However, the letter here referred to 
elicited an optimistic communication from 
a former bee enthusiast—a “ regular,” on 
Active Service. This correspondent wrote 
on the lines so frequently advocated in 
your columns—namely, the wisdom of 
keeping bees on a non-intensive, unambi¬ 
tious, self-help method, which endeavours 
to combine old-fashioned modes with 
modern Ideas, especially so far as 
standard - frame hives are concerned. 
This writer bemoaned the severe handi¬ 
cap local efforts have to endure through 
non-recognition by Government bodies, 
and the difficulties of obtaining financial 
support ; but. never once did he surrender 
to obstacles. He pressed for influential 
and official championship of this im¬ 
portant and simple industry. 

It would be more than interesting to 
know what County Beekeepers’ Associa¬ 
tions have prevailed upon their County 
Councils to move in the matter. In Staf¬ 
fordshire, a county always to the fore, I 
believe, in educational matters, the repre¬ 
sentatives of the Beekeepers’ Associating 
met tiie County Education Committee last 
summer, with the gratifying result that a 
well-pa’d County Expert in Bee-keeping 
was Immediately appointed, with powers 
to found, control, and organise the uses 
of a bee-farm. He lias recently, also, re¬ 
ceived instructions to arrange a winter 
programme of lectures on his subject in 
ns many centres as possible during the 
early months of 1918. to be followed, by 
practical demonstrations in local apiaries 
during the summer months. 

Sir Graham Balfour, the Staffordshire 
Director of Education, says : “ The Com¬ 
mittee regard the encouragement of bee¬ 
keeping as a matter of iuijtortance at the 
present time, in view of the scarcity and 
high price of sugar.” 

It is to be hoiied that your widely-cir¬ 
culated paper will be the means of bring¬ 
ing Staffordshire’s excellent example to 
the notice of other>Oor,nty Comncils of 
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Great Britain, and that there will be, as 
a result, a general and immediate adop¬ 
tion of this, or a somewhat similar, plan 
to popularise bee-keeping, and thus in¬ 
directly to lessen the sugar shortage and 
increase our garden fruit supplies. 

At the outbreak of war imports in 
honey alone amounted to over *£100,000 
worth, to which value it had risen in ten 
years, month by month. Our own 
country has this valuable asset running to 
waste in its blossoms, while, at the same 
time, bees are absolutely essential for the 
proper and adequate fertilisation of 
flowers—thence food. In these columns 
has already been recorded the fact that 
bees are responsible for no less than SO 
per cent, of all fertilisation. 

B. E. H. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Cinerarias {Subscriber ).—Although Cine¬ 
rarias are ordinarily termed annuals, 
tender, of course, yet they are usually 
treated as biennials, being sown one year 
to bloom early the next, when they seed. 
The plants however, are, to some extent, 
perennial, because if they he kept free 
from aphis—a very destructive insect, so 
far as these plants are concerned—they 
commence to throw up root shoots or 
growths even while in bloom, and if so 
soon as bloom is over the flowering stems 
lie cut close to the soil, and the plants 
stood outdoors in a frame, or in a shel¬ 
tered place, and kept watered, their root- 
growths liecoine strong. The entire plant 
may be turned out of tile old pot. and 
have one half the soil removed, repotting 
back into a pot of the same size, but quite 
clean, with fresh soil, or the growths may 
be cut out singly, each with some root, 
and be grown on singly in pots—just as 
though they were seedlings—to flower the 
ensuing winter. 

Azaleas unhealthy (Nemo ).—It is as we 

surmised. The Azaleas have fallen a prey 
to thrips, due to their having been allowed 
to get dry at the roots. The soil in the 
centre of the ball is probably very dry, 
and we should advise you to stand the 
plants in a tub of water so as to 
thoroughly soak the ball. This is easily 
ascertained, as, when this is the case, the 
bubbles cease to rise to the surface. 
There are also trace® of mealy-bug; in 
fact, we found several specimens of this 
|«*st. Syringe the plants with paraffin 
emulsion or Quassia extract, and soft soap. 
Examine the plants carefully, and wher¬ 
ever you find any mealy-bug, touch each 
individual with methylated spirit, using a 
camel-hair brush for 'the purpose. 

VEGETABLES. 

Forcing Seakale (Grower ).—Do you wish 
to lift the Seakale roots and force them 
indoors, or to force them in the ground? 
During the early part of, the winter the 
former is the better method, but towards 
the spring the latter is the simpler and 
better plan. In the former case boxes of 
any convenient size may be'employed in 
place of pots, covering them, unless a 
Mushroom-shed or other dark place is 
i made use of, with other inverted boxes of 
the same size. In the open ground the 
crowns may lie covered with boxes or 
baskets of almost any size, surrounding 
them with fermenting manure, or drive in 
some stout stakes on each side of a row, 
nail some boards roughly along the sides 
and over the top, and bank up well with 
hot manure. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Seaweed (o'. H. C .).—Seaweed is an ex¬ 
cellent natural manure, but it contains a 
big proportion of water, as may be evi¬ 
denced when allowed to lie some time in a 
heap, as it shrinks exceedingly. It is best 
so treated, as otherwise, in a fresh state, 
salt is unduly present, and too much 


saline matter renders the ground cold. 
That Seaweed, after lying in a heap for 
several weeks or longer, may be mixed 
with stable-manure, and form an excel¬ 
lent dressing, there can l)e no doubt, and 
when mixed it checks fermentation. In 
very hot, dry weather Seaweed is not at 
all a bad mulch for garden crops, as it 
helps t-o cool the soil. 

Moss in lawn (Jas. Ball ).—The best 
thing you can do, provided the Moss is not 
a result of the soil being waterlogged and 
requiring drainage, is to scarify the sur¬ 
face with an iron-toothed rake, removing 
as much of the Mos® as yon can. Then 
give the lawn a thorough top-drossing of 
fine, rich soil, of which loam should form 
one-half, well decayed manure one- 
quarter, and leaf-mould one-quarter. Mix 
these together and pass them through a 
j-inch sieve to get rid of any stones. 
Just before you apply it to the lawn, mix 
1 cwt. of bone-meal with it, and spread it 
evenly over the surface of the lawn. Sow 
some good Grass-seeds early in April, 
which rake in and roll firmly. We do not 
reply to queries by post, a.s the advice 
here given may help some reader whose 
lawn is also in bad condition. 


SHORT REPLIES. 

A. A. T .—See reply to “C. Edwards,” 
in our issue of February 26th, 1916, a copy 
of which can be had of the publishers, 

post free, for 2Jd.- Arums. —(1) Tue 

cause of the disaster to your Arums was 
certainly the frost. Had you, before the 
sun struck the plants, syringed them with 
cold water and covered them up with mats 
or canvas, they would have gradually 
thawed, and no harm would have fol¬ 
lowed. (2) The cause is evidently due to 
an overdose of artificial manure, which 
destroyed the surface roots of the plants. 


NAMES OP PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of fruits.—;!/. A .—Pears : 1, 
Marie Louise; 2, Durondeau; 3, Beurre 

Ranee.- J. P. C. —Apples: 1, Norfolk 

Beau fin; 2. Lane’s Prince Albert; 3, 

French Crab; 4, Old Nonpareil.- 

S p F. —Apples: 1, Red or Winter 
Hawtiiornden; 2, Northern Greening; 4, 

Hoarv Morning.- L. M. S. —Apples: 1, 

Alfriston; 2, Cox’s Orange; 3, Ribston; 

4. Blenheim Orange.- E.G. —Apples: 1, 

Northern Greening; 2, Annie Elizabeth; 
3, Fearn’s Pinpin. Pear: 4, Beurre Bose. 

_ G. T. —Pears: 1. Glou Morceau; 2, 

Beurre Diel; 3, Brown Beurre ; 4, Louise 

Bonne of Jersey.- Miss C. M — Pear is 

Pitmaston Duchess.-IT. IT.—Apples: 

1 Adam’s Pear main ; 2. Waltham Abbey 
Seedling; 3, Wellington; 4, Sturmer 

Pippin. ___ 

CATALOGUES RECEIVED. 

M.M. Vir.uoniN-AxmiiK.trx et Cie., 
Paris._ List of Seeds of Trees and Shrubs. 

The Alder River Nursery, Ivor 
Heath, Bucks .—Catalogue of Lilies. 


Making Briquettes (page 674).—Your 
correspondent ((.has. Loucli) can obtain 
particulars. of the Wildfire Briquette 
makers from Parker, Winder, and 
Aclmreh, Limited, Broad-sitreet, Bir¬ 
mingham. The price is 10s., and the 
briquettes are made with coal dust mixed 
with tar or Portland cement.—W. E. N., 
Shenstone Lodge, Lichfield. 


Tchihatchewia isatidea. — Can any 

reader enlighten liie-as to the cultivation 
of this in English gardens and where to 
procure it? The name is jawbreaking, 
and the figure and description of the 
plant in “The English Flower Garden,” 
page 834, haunt me when consulting that, 
valuable book, ws I invariably open at that 
page. Having had my copy nearly 
twenty years, it is pretty well thumbed 
During that time I have consulted many 
lasts, catalogues, and books; but have 
never met it either under above name or a 
synonym.—W. D., Bc.rkill. 
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MAKING WILD THE TAME GARDEN. 
Most gardens are now wild gardens in a 
sense, embracing weeds of all kinds, while 
vermin on greenstuff has been ten times 
' more rampant tiiis summer than in former 
years, when there was someone to co]>e 
with them. I have never seen such 
growths of Buttercup, Sow-thistle, Dande¬ 
lion, and a multitude of other horrors. 
These weeds have thoroughly enjoyed the 
wet summer and neglected season. All 
make one realise that a Nature - form 
garden, melting into a bit of woodland, 
is a much more precious possession than 
a dressed iiarterre, with beds, borders, 
and paths, all of which depend on neat¬ 
ness for the full effect of their beauty. 

I am trying to turn the flower garden, 
which is not suited or needed for veget¬ 
ables, seeing that we have far more veget¬ 
able ground already in use than there is 
labour to manage, into a half-woodland 
stretch ; and am finding the task far from 
easy. The garden soil has been so over- 
cultivated that it seems unable to go hack 
to the sweetness of tlia-t which has for 
years only had fallen leaves to enrich it: 
and when not kept constantly forked 
about grows black, slimy, and sour on 
the surface. Doubtless, it will pull round 
' in time. The planting and converting 
processes consist in encouraging all exist¬ 
ing trees and shrubs, such as Japanese 
double Cherries, a Judas-tree, various 
ornamental Tyruses—especially P. flori- 
bunda—some old Apples, with Clematises 
or rambling Roses going up them, and 
Prunus I’lssnrdi, planting others, doing 
away with beds, and making groups of 
Azaleas and evergreens. The hoped-for 
result Is a kind of glorified shrubbery 
with flowery a yd ferny nooks and mar¬ 
gins, where no digging, fox-king, or manur¬ 
ing is needed, nor the wearisome dividing 
and transplanting that herbaceous borders 
entail. Our drawbacks, which might not 
obtain in other gardens, are: (1) A dead 
level. (2) Michaelmas Daisies—hoping 
for an absence of hard work in any place 
where those have once been allowed to 
seed is futile. I could drag up—if I had 
the time or strength—five or six hundred 
useless, worthless clumps smothering and 
ruining better plants, and intruding 
everywhere that they are least welcome. 
Good and (Josh-able varieties, such as the 
eordifolius type, do not seed here ; it. Is 
the nasty children of New Belgium that 
do so odiously abound. 

One small part of this garden lias 
already been converted, and is a success, 
save that there is not enough of it—it is 
too' much of a miniature for the wild 
growth of everything that does grow in 
this wet west. In the beginning there 
was a flat piece of ground laid out in the 
usual way of flower gardens. This was 
dug over, taking out a sunk winding-path 
4 feet wide, making a hole at the end of 
it. and throwing up the l-emoved soil into 
an irregular mound. This mound became 
a mountain, so to speak, by the addition 
of two or three cartloads of old mortar 
rubbish, a skin of earth being added, with 
a few stones half-buried. The hole was 
cemented, and is now a pondlot in which 
a pink Nympho 1 * grows nicely, surrounded 
by Iris siblrica, Primula rosea, and some 
Dodeent boons. On the mountain end 
furlkest from the pool I have Saxifrages 
(S. ojipositifoliu doing well), dwarf Juui- 
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tier, and, lower down, Mossy Phloxes, all 
on tiro sunny slope. The top is crowned 
with—of all unexpected things—Morina 
longifolia, whose pink whorls are effec¬ 
tive on a level with the eye. Beside the 
l>ool there flow down Rosa rugosa repeus 
alba—which has to be kept within hounds 
by cutting away all the old gi-owth every 
year after blooming— and Cotonoaster 
humifusa. On the other side of the path 
is a bank on which a number of small 
Rose species, such as R. lucida plena and 
R. bicolor nana (delightful In foliage and 
neat habit, even apart from its queer, but 
pleasing, flowers), are planted, backed by 
a mass of Welgelas. The whole thing 
makes, out of a piece of garden needing 
almost constant attention, a little glen 
that gives but little trouble. The rocks 
have to be weeded now and then, and 
some of the dead leaves from large ti-ees 
in the background need to be gnthex-ed out 
of the pool. But if all the garden were 
planned in the same way it would be 
rnoi-e interesting, and far less trouble, 
than in its original state of convention¬ 
ality. Some groups of Apera arundinacea 
—profuse in seeding—a re very beautiful 
all the year l-ouud. I earnestly recom¬ 
mend this ornamental Grass, some 2 feet 
to 2i feet high, to all lovers of wild Grasses 
for beauty of colour in sober, yet glow¬ 
ing, tones. A small group of it in front 
of tlxe noble Eulalia gracillima striata 
makes a perfect garden picture, and one 
needing no after-cultivation. It grows on 
a low, stony bank, whex-e the Pasque¬ 
flower (Anemone Pulsatilla) companions 
it vex-y delightfully. Its stems and thin 
reedy leaves show red' - and gold-brown 
shades, like French bi-ouze iiowder 
colours, all through the winter. Last 
winter the old original group suddenly 
died, owing to rats tunnelling through the 
l-oots, hut myriads of seedlings sprang up 
in September. M. L. W. 

Langford, Bristol. 

NOTES OP THE WEEK. 

(Enothera mexicana _I grow this in a 

rock wall in i-ather limy and gritty soil, 
and it seems very happy there. The rose- 
coloured flowers are sura 11. but are freely 
produced and fairly effective. The whole 
plant is neat, and makes a pretty little 
patch in llie wall. It ripens seed quite 
readily, and can thus be readily increased. 
—N. L. 

Romneya Coulteri in winter. —In this 
district this remains partially evergreen 
throughout t lie winter. The stems should 
lie tied together in late autumn, and not 
c-ut down until spring. No manure or 
heavy, wet Jitter of any kind should be 
applied, but some sifted coal ashes heaped 
over the crowns are helpful. This Rom- 
neya will do well in quite poor soils pro¬ 
vided the latter are jorous—If stony, so 
much the better.— North Wales. 

Helianthemum amabile fl.-pi.— This is 
one of the most persistent flowering of the 
Sun Roses, and Is a general favourite, 
with its bright little red balls of blossoms. 
It is often in bloom until cut off liy frosts, 
anil seems hardier than some of its 
family. last winter cut off n good many 
of the Ilelianthemums in my North 
London garden, hut this variety wjf not 
touched. It is of more trailing habit than 
many of the genus.—W. O. 


Annuals for next season —Apropos of 
the remarks of “ E. B. S.” (page 089) re¬ 
specting late-sown animals, it Is, as lie 
says, rather risky. So far as Ibis winter 
has gone, it has been a trying one for 
such annuals. In certain places even 
self-sown annuals, which usually stand 
the winter quite well, in exceptional 
seasons may be utterly destroyed. I have 
in mind one abnormal season when all my 
self-sown annuals, with the exception of 
Cornflowers and Antirrhinums, perished. 
Even Popples failed.— Dumfries. 

Lavender. —One of the results of the 
mild weather experienced so far has been 
the duration of the flowers of Lavender. 
From a bed, about 12 feet square, many 
thousands of spikes were cut at the usual 
time, and after a short ]>eriod of rest a 
second crop was produced. The spikes 
from this second crop were not noticeably 
inferior, either in size or in perfume, to 
those produced earlier; and In the first 
week of December the flowers are yet 
comparatively fresh, while the iierfumo, 
on a sunny day, is very noticeable.—A 
Scottish Gardener. 

Sedum hirsutum. —At the end of the 
nineteenth century some kind friend gave 
me Sedum hirsutum. It has green 
foliage and rather large white flowers, 
and is quite the prettiest Sedum I have, 
and not difficult to grow hero. A large 
natural rock, about.4 feet high, is entirely 
covered with Sedum brevifolium 1‘oftsi. 
Sedum hirsutum is on the same rock ; but 
though I nui seldom tempted to give it 
away, I have only three nice plants. 
Some years ago in July all the Sedums 
were uprooted by squirrels. The soil at 
the foot of the rocks is merely slate chips, 
but the Sedums invariably die when 
they fall down.— E. Charles Buxton, 
Coed Dene, Bettws-g-Coed. 

Ceranium Wallichianum.— Buxton's var. 
of this sjiecies is a lovely thing and a 
great standby for the autumn, continuing 
to produce its heailtiful blue flowers until 
quile late in tin 1 year. Mr. Buxton was 
kind enough to send me a few swils some 
years ago, and I lrave become so fond of 
l he plant that I grow It in numbers now, 
and am always delighted with tiie beauty 
of the flowers. It seems to need deep 
shade. I grow it on the flat as well as in 
shady walls, where it looks very well, fol¬ 
lowing the contour of the rocks and half 
clinging to tliem. It riiions plenty of 
seed, and is easily raised if the seeds are 
sown about Christmas. It is invaluable 
for the autumn, when-flowers in the rock 
garden are getting scarce.—W. O. C. 

Corydalis ochroleuca. —For a very 
shady place the various Corydalis are 
most useful, with their delicate Fern-like 
foliage ami (usually) yellow blossoms. 
The common C. luteu is a great favourite 
of mine, and once established goes on 
without further trouble year after year. 
It is true it seeds about rather too freely, 
but the seedlings are easily plucked up 
and the plants kept within hounds. C. 
ochroleuca is very similar, hut even pret¬ 
tier, the foliage being more delicate and 
of a more glaucous shade, and the flowers 
of a creamy-white, tipped with yellow. 
A nice tuft of it growing from tlie crevice 
of a wall is a beautiful sight. The Cory¬ 
dalis. to my mind unlike many others 
look much heller when grown singly than 
when seen in a ma *6. C. <x/h ix) leuea 
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grows well with lue in a dry, shady posi¬ 
tion, but does not .seem quite so robust 
sis C. luteal.—N orth London. 

Freeing the Clematis —Mr. Robinson's 
letter in The Garden of December 1 is 
most encouraging to those of your 
readers who. like myself, have failed to 
grow the Clematis satisfactorily. My 
own experience entirely bears out Mr. 
Robinson's views. The only surviving 
Clematises of the many that I have planted 
with every care and in various positions 
are two seedlings given me by a friend 
who had raised them. These are on a 
wall facing due south. They flower freely 
every year and show no signs of disease. 
T have tried to get more seedlings from 
the nurserymen, but have failed to do so, 
though I was content to take those which 
they considered were not up to the best 
standard. — Norman Rush worth in 
Garden. 

- If the stocks on which the Clematis 

are grafted are needless, the plants would 
be much better obtained from layers. In 
the case of my own few plants, I bought 
them grafted in the usual way, but when 
planting them put the stems well under¬ 
ground in a slanting direction. After 
leaving them to grow for a year, I found 
tile Clematises had emitted vigorous roots 
of their own, and I then cut away the 
slocks on which they were grafted ; but 
it certainly would be better to get them 
on their own roots to commence, I should 
say.— W. J. Far Min. 


or leather gloves, and choose a line, calm 
day, both to prevent the spray blowing 
into the face and being wasted also when 
applying it. See that every portion of I he 
wood, both young and old. as well us the 
stems, are thoroughly wetted. Mix and 
apply the Bordeaux according to direc¬ 
tions sent with it. The use of the term 
half strength means that it should be only 
half as strong ns that recommended for 
use before the trees burst into leaf.] 


FRUIT. 

APPLE-TREES, FUNGUS ON-. 

1 shall esteem it a favour if you will 
kindly tell me the cause of and remedy 
to prevent Apples being so disfigured. 
The enclosed Apples are Bismarck, grown 

.on bush trees, on deep black soil. I have 
grown them for upwards of twenty years 
and have never lvad them like this.—T. 
Milward. 

[The Apples sent are affected with scab 
and brown rot, both fungoid diseases. 
Fortunately, the remedies in both cases 
are the same, and Should be applied in llie 
form of a spray either with a knapsack 
pump or a spraying -syringe. In the first 
place, get the trees pruned and look them 
carefully over to see if they contain any 
dead wood. If ally is found, cut it out 
and burn it together with the primings. 
The reason for this is that the brown rot 
fungus- often attacks the spurs and young 
wood, and if the dead jiortions are left, 
tlie probability is that a still worse attack 
may reshlt next season. After the trees 
are pruned spray them thoroughly with 
caustic alkali solution. When the buds 
are about to burst spray again, but on this 
occasion with Bordeaux mixture at full 
strength. After the trees have flowered 
and the fruit set., spray with the same mix¬ 
ture at half strength, and twice after¬ 
wards at intervals of twelve or fourteen 
days. These measures may not thoroughly 
eradicate the trouble the first season, .but 
if carried out with care it should go a 
long way towards doing so; and if the 
remedies are resorted to and applied 
again the following season both fungoid 
diseases will or should disappear. The 
ingredients for the making of both the 
caustic wash and Bordeaux mixture are 
to lie hail from any dealer in garden sun¬ 
dries. 'flic first is made by dissolving 

2 lb. caustic soda in a wooden bucket in 
2 gallons of very hot or boiling water, 
taking rare not to bold the head over the 
vessel while doing so, nor let it touch the 
hands. Afterwards dilute sufficiently 
with hot water to make 20 gallons, and 
apply while warm. Wear old clothes, 
keep the hands cohered with india-rubber 
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NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Canker in Apple-trees— I would be 
very niuoh obliged if you would advise tne 
as to. the best treatment for some Apple- 
trees infected as the accompanying speci¬ 
mens show. I am not sure what the pest 
is. It has attacked the fruiting spurs and 
also nearly every place where there was an 
old scar on the bark. It has nearly eaten 
through some of the boughs. It has only 
attacked two or three young trees which 
seemed particularly healthy. — R. N. 
Ferrall. 

[The portions of Apple wood you send 
are suffering from an attack of canker, 
to which Apples are, as a rule, more prone 
than Pears. It is a fungoid disease, 
known as Neetria ditissima. Cox’s 
Orange Pippin and Riibslon Apples are- 
very liable to canker. Opinions differ ns 
to its origin. The best way to deal with 
it Is to cut out the very badly damaged 
branches and young wood, then cut out 
all the dead wood and bark in the wounds 
on the other branches, dressing them with 
caustic alkali solution to kill the spires 
of the fungus. Treat young wood in the 
same manner. Tlie solution can he ap¬ 
plied with a clean, half worn-out paint¬ 
brush. Then spray ‘the trees with the 
above-mentioned solution, and when dry 
dress all wounds with painters' knotting 
or Stockholm tar. If you can let the 
trees grow,away unrestricted for a few 
seasons— i.c., as far as the leaders at the 
ends of the branches are concerned—the 
wounds will heal the more quickly. If, 
In conjunction with this, a good dressing 
of wood ashes is applied to the soil be¬ 
neath the trees shortly and I j oz. of 
superphosphate of lime and 2 oz. of bone- 
meal per square yard sprinkled on the 
surface and hoed in early in February or 
March matters will be further exiledited, 
It would also lx* a good tiling to spray the 
trees with Bordeaux mixture at full 
strength before the buds burst. See also 
reply to “ Titos. Mlltvqrd,” re “Apple- 
trees, fungus on.”] 

Mussel-scale on Pear shoots. —I shall be 
much obliged if you will kindly tell mo 
what iis the matter with the enclosed Pear 
shoots and what to do to get rid of the 
peat, a.s I have four Pear-trees, also a 
i'cacli-tree i i ifcited.—A nxious. 

(The Pear shoots you send are badly in¬ 
fested with an insect commonly called 
mussel-scale (Lepidosaphes ulml), which, 
if allowed to increase, works an incnlca 
lable amount, of mischief among fruit- 
trees by robbing the bark of its juices. 
The best remedy to employ for killing it 
is caustic alkali solution, the ingredients 
for making which you can obtain from any 
dealer in garden sundries. For this pest, 
especially in dealing with a bad infesta¬ 
tion, spraying is of no avail, and tlie wash 
is best applied with a half worn-out 
stubby paint-brush, scrubbing .the wood 
well. The wash will then take immediate 
effect and kill the insects. For a small 
quantity you would require J ill. of 
caustic soda, !)S per emit. Dissolve this in 
a wooden pail or vessel by pouring in 
1 gallon of boiling water, taking care not 
to hold tlie brad over it nor let ft come 
into contact with tlie bauds when doing 
so. Afterwards dilute sufficiently to 
make 1$ gallons in all, and apply ns 


stated above. For the Peach-tree add to 
1 quart of the solution an extra i pint of 
hot water.] 

Peaches on walls in Scotland.—I have 
been much interested in tlie articles ou 
Peaches on walls which have lately ap¬ 
peared in Gardening. In these times 
when many people cannot afford heat in 
glasshouses it cannot be too widely known 
that l’eaebes can be successfully grown 
on outside walls of suitable aspect in 
most parts of the British Islands. Mr. 
McGuffog. in your issue of November 
24th, states that first-rate Peaches may be 
grown beyond the Tweed. This is so ; 
and he might have said also beyond the 
Forth and tlie Tay. In the Citrse of 
Gowrie, noted in byegone days for its 
orchards, Poaches are regularly grown on 
outside walls, and rarely fail to yield 
crops of tine fruit. At Castle Huntly, 
where my father was gardener for many 
yeax-s, outside Peaches did very well. 
The wall was of bricks, faced south, and 
acted as a retaining wall to a broad ter¬ 
race belli ml. Thus it was a very warm 
wall, and was well sheltered at both ends 
from cold winds. The trees when in 
flower were protected by banging fish-nets 
in front of them until tlie flowers were 
set. The varieties grown were Royal 
George, Stirling Castle, Hale's Early, and 
Waterloo. Other gardens in (he same dis¬ 
trict. where Peaches do well are- Rossie 
Priory. Errol Park, Kinfauns Castle, mid 
doubtless many others. In Ireland I 
have seen outdoor Peaches in many coun¬ 
ties. Only this summer I saw a very 
fine crop at Ma-rlflekl, Co. Tipperary. At 
Glasaievin we rarely miss a good crap, 
the varieties grown being Dr. Ilogg and 
Early Alfred.—J. W. Besant, Royal 
Dulanlv Gardens, Glasnevln, Dublin. 

Crapes without heat.— There are very 
few varieties, except it may be Sweet¬ 
water and Black Hamburgh, that will 
come through satisfactorily in cold 
houses, and these only in favourable 
seasons. The cold bouse is not much re¬ 
moved in sunless summers from the out¬ 
door temperature, and we know it is 
only in the most favoured spots in Eng¬ 
land that a few—a very few—varieties 
can lie grown successfully outside. 
Economise with fuel by all means as much 
as possible in these times, at the same 
time vineries should always have the 
benefit of a little lire heat, mostly fairly 
early in the season to have tlie Grapes 
finished as soon as circumstances permit, 
and then just a little in late-autumn to 
keep the house dry should the buuches 
have to hang some lime. In the ease of 
Grapes requiring a long season there is no 
greater mistake than allowing the buds to 
break and come along without any artifi¬ 
cial warmth and then to start firing to¬ 
wards the end off (lie Slimmer in tlie hope 
of finishing the Grapes successfully. 
Quality and colour are both likely to be 
poor under such treatment.—E. B. S., 
Hard tcick. 

Strawberry growing.— Writing from 
the Food Production Department, 72, 
Victoria .Street, London, S.W. 1, under 
date November 271b, iu- response to a 
Herefordshire' inquiry, Mr. Frederick 
Ket'ble, Director of Horticulture, Is 
authorised to state that the Board of 
Agriculture is issuing instructions to agri¬ 
cultural executive committees to the effect 
that the committees should not require 
a reduction on the existing area under 
Strawberries. Hi view of the importance 
of encouraging food production in general. 
It is considered that tlie only restriction 
which shall be placed upon Strawberry 
growing is that the existing areas under 
Strawberriesstiall not be increased. 
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OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

TnE TALLER BELLFLOWERS. 
The Bellflowers differ widely in cha racier, 
some dwarf, others of medium growth, 
and a few quite tall. The Bellflowers of 
fuller growth vary In height from 2 feet 
to 5 feet, or even more. In planting they 
are best arranged in groups in the back 
part of the herbaceous border, but some of 
the rarest and handsomest kinds might 
with advantage be as isolated specimens, 
either used in a border carpeted with 
smaller plants or hy themselves on the 
lawn, or in the rock garden where it Is 
desirable to emphasise a bold effect. 

O. grandis (C. Jatilobn).—This is a dis¬ 
tinct [leronnial, which spreads so freely 


that by the third year a small plant will 
cover a circle 3 feet in diameter with a 
dense leafy carpet from which a dozen 
or more flower-stems will develop in June 
and July to a height of 2 feet, or even 
more, the flowers, each fully 2 inches in 
diameter, densely arranged along the 
flowering branch. It is a plant of some¬ 
what short duration in flower. 

C. i.ACTii I.OR.A, also known as C. eeltidi- 
folia, is a native of the Caucasus and 
Siberia, and attains in our gardens a 
height varying from 2£ feet to 5 feet. It 
is a first-class bonier perennial, with pale 
blue flowers arranged in loose panicles, 
and blooms from July to September. 

C. latifoua. —This is a stately native 
species, growing 3 feet or 4 feet high, 
with large blue or white flowers. The 
flowers have large leafy bracts, which 



pearanee. The leaves are large, many 
being quite 0 inches long, covered with 
soft hairs. Fine varieties are C. Infcifolia 
erioenrpa, 0. 1. macnimtha, and C. 1. 
macranthn alba (here figured). All are 
excellent border plants. 

C. Medium. —Tills is our old familial- 
friend tlie Canterbury Bell, so well 
known to everyone as to need no further 
description. There are several double 
and semi-double forms, but as the plant is 
only biennial it is necessary to keep up a 
fresh supply of young plants, which is, 
easily managed by sowing in pots or pans 
in early spring and planting out when 
Strang enough. The plants will then 
flower the following season. 

C. l'Eiisicii'OMA.— This handsome Bell¬ 
flower is sometimes found naturalised in 


woods in various parts of Great Britain, 
hut the cultivated form is very much liner 
in all its parts. The flowers are borne in 
a loose raceme 2 feet to 3 feet high, and 
are excellent for cutting. Of this Cam¬ 
panula we have a great many varieties, 
as C. p. fiore-pleno with double flowers, 
C. p. alba, C. p. alba coronata, with semi- 
double flowers, C. p. alba fl.-pl., whose 
flowers are excellent for cutting. Of all 
tlie Campanulas none can surpass the 
following: — 

C. PEKSICI FOLIA A1.1U (illAXDIFl.OUA. —This 

is the queen of Bellflowers, a truly noble 
plant lit for growing as an isolated speci¬ 
men in the rock garden or in groups in the 
border. Tlie pure white flowers often 
measure 2) inches across. It is excellent 
for cutting, too, and second to no other 
hardy perennial. 

C. pyramidalts is tlie giant among Cam¬ 


panulas-, often attaining a height of 5 feet, 
to 7 feet. Young plants give the finest 
flowers, and it is therefore best, treated 
as a biennial. Though somewhat stiff in 
appearance it is an excellent border plant, 
and also well suited for growing in 
pots for the decoration of verandahs, 
conservatories, etc. There are several 
shades of colour, from pure white to blue. 
The flowers a re • densely crowded in long 
pyramidal spikes. The plant prefers a 
slightly shaded position to one fully ex¬ 
posed. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Polyanthus and Primroses.— I do not 

think it is generally recognised that while 
the many forms of Polyanthus will grow 
and flower satisfactorily in fairly light 
soil, the Primroses, both single and 
double, require something decidedly 
heavier, and, in fact, will simply dwindle 
away where the Polyanthus will thrive. 

I could never do muc-h with the double 
Primroses in the sandy Surrey soil, but 
here in mid-Bucks they do remarkably 
well, large tufts flowering most profusely, 
especially of tlie blue and lilac. A nice 
little collection of distinct members of the 
above family is very useful in these days, 
because once established in this good, re- 
•tenth-e soil, they give very little trouble 
and last years in the same s-pot. Natur¬ 
ally, finer individual blooms are obtain¬ 
able by annual,division and the selection 
of tlie best pieces or from seedlings, but 
for a mass of bloom -the old plants are 
always satisfactory. Botli Primroses and 
Polyanthuses, too, are useful in the cold 
greenhouse during tlie early part of the 
year, either in the shape of seedlings or 
divided pieces ]Kitted up ‘.soon after tlie 
flowering is over. In tlip case of the Poly¬ 
anthus, I prefer tlie seedlings; and to ob¬ 
tain good plants it is necessary to sow 
early and transplant very carefully to 
avoid injuring the slender roots. Then, if 
tlie plants are grown along through sum¬ 
mer and autumn in a cool, shady place, 
they will make nice stuff for the following 
spring. In the oi>cn the double Primroses 
are best alone, whether in beds or borders, 
as nothing seems to associate very happily 
with them but of the Polyanthus, esju-cinlly 
tlie strong seedlings, which produce thick, 
long flower-stalks, and throw up the 
trusses to a considerable height, a thin 
planting on a dwarf carpet is very pleas¬ 
ing. I noted above in tlie case of the 
double Primroses that the white and lTlac 
are tlie strongest growers— i.e., making 
the largest tufts with tlie greatest profu¬ 
sion of flower, and tills also applies to the 
sulphur-coloured double; the darker sorts 
in crimson and plum, although making 
nice little plants, are not nearly so 
vigorous.—E. B. S., Hardicick. 

AsterClimax.— Thisvariety gai'e me an 
object-lesson this year in tlie treatment, of 
Michaelmas Daisies and other herbaceous 
things of similar habit. As all my spare 
gardening time was devoted to the produc¬ 
tion of Potatoes and oilier vegetables, tlie 
Asters were of necessity left in the clumps 
they had formed last year. The result 
was plenty of flowering-stems, but. the in¬ 
dividual blossoms were about half their 
proper size, and only produced near the 
top of the stems, instead of ail the way 
up. Lot those who have never bestowed 
much care on their Michaelmas Daisies 
try digging up each clump and throwing 
it bodily on the scrap heap, retaining and 
planting only two or throe of the side 
and strongest crowns, planting these 
singly, at least a foot apart, in well dug 
soil, and the result will amaze them. 
Each crown will be a perfect bush in 
itself, clothed with large blossoms all the 
way up.—N. L. 
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The Pot Marigold.—A long flower border 
that lias boon given up to vegetables has 
Us front edge enlivened by a row of Pot 
Marigold (Calendula officinalis), this being 
a herb for economic use besides being one 
of the most gorgeous of garden flowers. 
The flower is the. part used; the petals are 
picked off and very carefully dried; they 
contain a good deal of moisture and the 
Iirocess Is rather a long tme, but they dry 
to a splendid deep orange colour, a good 
shade dee re r than that of the flower at its 
best. In homoeopathic practice a tincture 
is made, which, diluted with water, is ap¬ 
plied on a clean rag to a cut, and Is very 
healing. It was formerly used for reliev¬ 
ing congestion of the liver, but more fre¬ 
quently for chronic or cancerous ulcers. 
As sun-drying cannot be depended on, we 
made some trays with wooden sides and 
wire-netting bottom covered with a sheet 
of paper that fit the rack of the kitchen 
range.—G. J. in Country Life. 

Seed strains—“A Scottish Gardener” 
(page 037) is quite right. It is a great 
mistake to buy cheap strains of seeds 
simply because they are cheaper than 
those which have been selected at con¬ 
siderable cost to the grower. The amount 
of care which is taken in these high-class 
strains Is enormous. The Cineraria stel- 
lata plants referred to by your contri¬ 
butor Scottish Gardener ” are an ex¬ 
ample to tiie contrary. Headers may well 
consider carefully what your corre¬ 
spondent has to say on the subject. 
There Is no comparison between plants 
derived from a good strain and those 
from unseiected plants and without any 
attempt to choose the seed-bearers. It is 
often easier to grow the good things than 
the rubbish one may have by buying 
seeds because of their cheapness.—A 
Border Gardener. 

Hardy Ferns—Suited bv the rather 
moist season, hardy Ferns have l>een, J 
think, better than usual. Now, with the 
advancing season their effectiveness is to 
a great extent gone. In some places the 
fronds of terns-are cut off (for the sake 
of tidiness) as soon as they become a trifle 
shabby. This is a mistake, and where this 
course is followed it is idle to expect the 
Vest results. The fronds as they ripen 
hill over the crowns, and not only protect 
them from extremes of wot and of frost 
during the winter and spring, hut when 
the young growths again push up they are 
perfected by the withered fronds from 
cold and cutting winds and from frost. In 
addition, as these fronds decay they form 
a very valuable natural top-dressing to 
the parent stools. After all, the matur¬ 
ing fronds of Osmundas, Lastreas, Aspi- 
diums, and so forth are not without a 
certain pieturesqueness. While the most 
of our hardy Ferns has been, as was 
said above, rather better than usual, the 
Beech Fern for some reason was not so 
satisfactory as is generally the case._A. 

Cyclamen hedersfolium_I think this 

is one of the best of the hardy Cyclamens, 
the marbled foliage being the chief attrac¬ 
tion. Like all the Cyclamens, it likes 
shade, and must have a well-drained posi¬ 
tion, appreciating some old mortar round 
t,ho roots. It is not a bad plan to plant 
big norms in a slanting position, so that 
the wet may not collect in the hollow of 
the crown and cause it to rot. I grow 
the white form as well as the tvpe, and at 
the beginning of October they- were a very 
pretty sight.—AV. O. 

Crambe cordifolia.—This rarely fails to 
give a second crop of flowers in the late 
autumn, and my plants wore in blossom 
most of October. It is vt-ry useful for cut¬ 
ting- A good stock of plants can soon 

procured from the offshoots which arc 
thrown up round the parent plant. Un¬ 
less, however, onc->ha.s plenty lof loom, 
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three or four plants are quite enough for 
any ordinary-sized garden.—N. L. 

Boltonia iatisquama (“Fish,” page 655) 
is an Aster-like plant, 4 feet to 5 feet 
high, with small, pinkish flowers, pro¬ 
duced in autumn. It is of no great merit. 
It may ire had from Xissadell, Sligo, Ire¬ 
land.—T. Hat, Greenwich Park. 

- In reply to “Fish,” Decem¬ 
ber 8th issue, i>age 655, this is a very 
well-known old plant, growing 5 feet to 
6 feet high. The flowers, borne about 
September, are white or pale-flesh oolour, 
in raved florets, not unlike the perennial 
Asters to which it is allied. It makes a 
fine, companion to them, especially the 
Novas Anglisa section. On fairly light 
soil it soon makes a huge clump; but in 
cold, wet .soils it seems to deteriorate, and 
finally die out—at least, that is my ex¬ 
perience.—AV. D., Btxhill. 

Campanula versicolor.—This, about 
which “Fish” inquires, page 655, likes a 
fairly light calcareous soil, well drained in 
winter. Its large, paJe-Iilac with purple 
centre flowers are produced from July to 
Septeqiber on a plant. from 1| feet to 
2 feet high. This plant, a-s also Boltonia 
Iatisquama, are listed by the Lissadell 
firm, of Sligo, Ireland, also by T. Smith, 
Daisy Hill Nursery, Newrv, Ireland. 
Heuchera me tallica I have never heard of, 
nor seen listed nor mentioned in any 
book.—AV. D., Btxhill. 

- This flowers in July, ami is about 

2 feet in height; the colour- pale blue or 
white, with dark blue centre. It is a 
lovely species, obtainable from Messrs. 
Stormonth, Kiakbride, and Lissadell, 
Sligo. .It is described in Nicholson’s 
Dictionary.—T. Hat, Greenwich Park. 


INDOOR PLANT& 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Palm in cold room_I had a tall Palm 

in a front room, which faces north, and is 
very eo-ld in the winter. It eventually died. 
Can you tell me how Palms should Ire 
treated when in a cold room?— Sydney 
P r.ATFOOT. 

[It is impossible to say with any cer¬ 
tainty why your Palm died. The tem¬ 
perature required to keep I'alms in good 
health varies considerably. There is one 
Palm, quite hardy—namely, Clin map rops 
Fortune!—while others, which are natives 
bl' the hottest portion of the globe, need n 
very warm structure. The Palms that 
are mostly grown for room decoration are 
the two Kentias—Belmoreana anil Forster- 
iana. It Is most probable that the one 
referred to by you is a Ken tin, possibly 
the latter, ns it Is the taller grower. 
This should not be subjected to a lower 
temperature than 45 degs. at any time. 
Plants in rooms are, apart from the dry 
atmosphere, subjected to great, fluctua¬ 
tions of temperature, which are very in¬ 
jurious to them. The window is the 
coldest imrt of the room, and a good deal 
may be done towards keeping the plant' 
in health by removing it on frosty nights 
towards tile centre of the room, and as 
much away from draughts as possible. 
The most successful treatment of a Palm 
in a dwelling-house Is to keep it away 
from direct sunshine during the late 
spring, summer, and early autumn 
months. Enough water should be given 
to keep the soil moist, but on no account 
must water be allowed to stand in the 
saucer or jardiniere In which it is placed. 
If this is not attended to the soil will turn 
sour, ami the plant, as a matter of course, 
fall into ill-health. AA’e have always 
found that the most satisfactory way of 
watering is, when the soil Is sufficiently 
dry, to take the Palm to the sink, anil 
stand it in a pail containing enough water 
to cover the pot. When the air bubbles 
cease to rise the soil will be completely 


saturated. Then place In the sink to 
drain before taking into the room. In 
cold weather the water should be very 
slightly tepid. AVheu the weather is 
warm, sponging on both sides of the 
leaves with water at about fhe tempera¬ 
ture of SO degs. will be beneficial; but 
when cold, the leaves had better lie 
cleaned with a soft, dry duster. AA'e do 
not reply to queries by lost, as the infor¬ 
mation we give may benefit . o'.her 
readers.] 

Bignonia jasminoides, treatment of_I 

shall be glad to know whether Bignonia 
jasmjnoides 'requires pruning. It is 
grown in a cool Fern-house, with heat in 
winter, on the rods across the roof. It 
has had thousands of pale mauve, bell- 
shaped flowers, and has made some very 
strong new shoots. My gardener has 
joined the forces, so I have to see to things 
myself. I have also several Lonicera 
sempervirens and Bougainvillea glabra. 
These two latter the gardener always cuts 
hard hack in a few weeks from now.— 
Fern Lover. 

[If there is ample space for -the develop¬ 
ment of the Bignonia, or, more correctly. 
Tecomn jasminoides, very little, if any, 
pruning will be needed. Any old and ex¬ 
hausted wood may lie cut out. If, on the 
other hand, the plant Is outgrowing the 
space allotted to it. the new, very strong 
shoots may be shortened back to about 
half their length. This may be done any 
time from now onward till the spring. 
There Is one advantage in doing it at once, 
and that is the superabundant shoots are 
apt to obstruct the light during the dull 
season of the year, and If removed now 
the plants underneath will benefit thereby. 
The Lonicera and Bougainvillea may be 
treated as formerly.] 

Overheating and overcrowding the 
greenhouse.—Two of the commonest mis¬ 
takes made in regard t,o winter arrange¬ 
ments in a greenhouse are overheating and 
overcrowding. Alost of us know that it is 
easy to pack into a confined since In the 
autumn on a greenhouse stage a number 
of plants, but it is quite another matter to 
find room for them when they begin to 
grow. Then, again, the ordinary occu¬ 
pants of a greenhouse do not need very 
much in the way of heat to keep them in 
condition—to prevent damp and frost 
reaching them is about all tiiey actually 
want. It is the extremes of tcnqierature 
that do the most harm, and the smaller the 
house the more likely is It that this state 
of things exists. I well remember the ad¬ 
vice of an old gardener in respect to the 
winter attention of a house of mixed 
plants. Here it is: Maintain a moderate- 
temperature throughout if iwssiblc. Dispel 
damp by both warmth and ventilation. 
Do not overwater or push on liedding 
plants. Just keep things on the move till 
the days begin to lengthen.—A\\ F. D.~ 

A good combination,—AA'hen outside 
flowers become weather-beaten, some¬ 
times a good effect can tie secured by 
using a combination of foliage and the 
least-marred of the remaining flowers. 
Such a combination I saw the other day in 
a vase, the subjects employed lieing good- 
srized pieces of the Cotton Lavender (Santo- 
linaincana) and the single flowered spikes 
of Empress Elizabeth Stock. Although 
not usually appreciated, the single Stocks 
are, I think, not so heavy as the orthodox 
double flowers, and in this case the deli¬ 
cate pink of the Stock was very effective 
amid the silvery-grey foliage of the 
Cotton Lavender.—A\ 7 . McG., Bat mac. 

"The English Flower Garden and Home 
Grounds.” —New Edition, 12th. revised, with deseritrtiors 
of all the beet plants, trees, and shrubs, their culture and 
arrangement, illustrated on wood. Clothe medium Svo, lie .. 
post free. Us, Cd. (If all Booksellers or from Ihe office 
Of GakDKSINO iLLlSTUATgl), 03, Lincolns ln.l_Ful.il, 
toM •«, Ii-.c. 1 . 
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ROCK, ALPINE, BOG, FERN, AND 
WATER QARDEN3. 

llUTCIIINSIA (NOCCiEA) ALPINA. 
The accompanying illustration depicts a 
pretty stretch of this useful and easily- 
grown alpine, a patch of which should find 
a place in every rock garden. The plant 
bears clusters of snow-white flowers above 
tufts of smooth, shining, deeply-lobed 
leaves. In its prime it is (Winches or so 
high, and when planted on level ground in 
good soil reaches this height in the second 
season. Such freedom of growth, how¬ 
ever, does not add to longevity, and the 
plant may succumb during a spell of hard 
weather. In the rock garden in poorer 
soil it is less vigorous, while in the rock 
wall It isr smaller still, and, without the 
opportunity to spread, cannot show itself 
to advantage. Cuttings root readily in a 
cokl frame during the summer, or the 
plant may be raised freely' from seeds. 1 
find it grows most freely in light and stony 
soils. E. H. ,T. 


very happy in a moraine made of finely- 
broken brick with a little soil and old 
mortar. Such a moraine does not suit 
every moraine-loving pilant by any means; 
but botli Androsace sarmentosa' and A. 
Chumbyi make rapid growth in it, and 
bloom profusely. I fancy that the brick, 
though porous, is rather too hot for many 
species, tnough some other things thrive 
in it, notably Campanula lladdoaiia, which 
spreads very fast, and C. barbata, which 
does not die after flowering, as ft does 
where it is less happiy. I use broken brick 
a good deal in making composts for 
alpines, and find it is generally appre- 
j eiatod.—\V. O. 

Campanula Zoysi.—This is a quaint and 
' beautiful plant, its quaintneiss due to the 
form of the exquisite little blooms, which 
j are borne in great numbers on a good 
plaint, which only rises to a few inches 
nigh. It lias an irresistible attraction for 
1 tlie slug, and a notched zinc ring or other 
I contrivance is needed to ensure its safety'. 
! It comes from the Styrian Alps, and is at 
home in the moraine or in loam, sand, and 
grit.—S. Ak.nott. 


Noccaa ( Hutchinsia) alpina in'Mr. F. J. Ilanbury’s rock garden at 
Brockhurst, East Orinstead. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Sempervivums_I have a dry brick- 

wall, which I built against an ordinary 
garden wall with only a few inches of soil 
lietween the two, for the purpose of grow¬ 
ing Sempervivums, and it lias proved an 
ideal place for them, and one of the most 
interesting bits of my rock garden. The 
plants get just enough soil for their 
modest requirements, and, of course, never 
suffer from damp. The clumps are spread¬ 
ing fast, and w ill soon cover the whole of 
the brickwork. They bloom profusely 
and look very pretty when in flower; but 
they' arc equally interesting all the year 
round. I grow a number of species, some 
not very distinct, but all interesting. I 
think my favourites are S. rubicundum, 
fimbriatum, atropurpiireum, ealcareurn, 
Connalli, Laggcri, and arachnoideum. 
The last makes- great cushions of woolly 
foliage, and looks at a little distance like 
a big Lichen-covered boulder. S. Regime- . 
Amalias is quite distinct, and does not 
seem to make offsets like most of the 
species, but the rosettes appear to mul¬ 
tiply by' splitting up.—N. L. 

Androsace sarmentosa—This species is 


Hypericum reptans.—Tliis little St. 
John’s Wort is to-day (October 8th) one 
of the brightest spots in the rook garden. 
The golden flowers are larger and more 
numerous than they were in midsummer, 
and its prostrate masses are spangled with 
the bright blue stars of that tiny annual 
Sedum eceruleum. Both look like giving 
a pretty show of colour uutil the first 
frosts.—A. T. J. 

Raoulia australis.—Those who require 
an alpine that is of a good silver-grey and 
at the same time very dwarf, will find 
this little Australian plant first-rate. It 
makes a close carpet, barely an inch in 
thickness, of a pure silver, anti soon runs 
over a bed of small stones or chips. The 
flowers, borne in summer, are yellow and 
insignificant. It appears to be perfectly 
hardy.—A. T. J. 

Campanula abietina_This is still in 

flower, and will continue until late 
autumn. It is a most persistent bloomer, 
the dark-purple bells with clear-white 
eyes being very attractive. When it 
ceases to flower satisfactorily it should be 
taken up and divided.— Nokth Wales. 


CHRYSANTHEMUM& 

CHRYSANTHEMUM SOURCE D’OR. 

“ S.,” in tlie issue of December 4th (page 
(>40), is well within tlie mark when he says 
that this variety has certainly been grown 
for tlie last thirty' years. The Centenary 
Catalogue of the National Chrysanthemum 
Society does not give the date of its distri¬ 
bution. I first knew of it in 1879, when it 
was grown in the nursery of the late Mr. 
William Bull, at Chelsea. New Chrys¬ 
anthemums were at that lime a speciality 
of Mr. Bull, who imported considerable 
numbers from the Continental raisers. 
The usual price for these new varieties 
was live shillings each the first year, and 
as this was the price of Source d'Or in tlie 
catalogue for 1879 it was undoubtedly sent 
out in the spring of that year. Other 
varieties at the same price that held their 
own for some years afterwards were Espcr- 
ance, Ea Frisure, Mme. Bertier Rendatler, 
M. Delaux, Pfere Delaux, Rosa Bonheur, 
and Triomphe de la Rue du Chfttelet. In 
looking over an old catalogue, such as that 
referred to, one cannot fail to be struck 
with the fact that there are many kinds 
sent out previous to that date which are 
still grown to a certain extent. They must 
have a much better constitution than many 
of the newer varieties, which, after a few 
seasons, deteriorate and drop out of culti¬ 
vation. East year there was quite a re¬ 
vival in favour of that charming little in¬ 
curved variety, Mrs. G. Rundle, sent out 
in 1SCS, with its two sports, Mr. George 
Gleuny and Mrs. Dixon. Many of the in¬ 
curved kinds are even older than these. 

Japanese kinds that held their own for 
many years and may probably be met with 
at the present day are Elaine (white), Fair 
Maid of Guernsey (white), and Peter’tlie 
Great (yellow). Of outdoor Chrysanthe¬ 
mums that have stood the test of years are 
the very old Cottage Pink and Julie 
Lagravere, which latter was sent out in 
1859. The rich yellow reflexed variety, 
Chevalier Domage, is another very old 
variety, as it was sent out in 1853, and is 
still well worth growing. Though Pompon 
varieties are norv very little met with, 
some of the old kinds are still among the 
best. Of them may be especially men¬ 
tioned Mdlie. Marthe and Sceur Melanie, 
both with white flowers and both sent out 
in tlie GO’S of the last century. The rosy- 
purple variety, President, also known as 
Mr. Murray, is quite as old, and is a good 
outdoor kind. Last season I saw' a fine 
display of this in a suburban garden. The 
plants had apparently stood there for 
years. That model little flower and one 
that is still much grown, Mdlie. Elise Dor- 
dan, is of more recent introduction than 
many of those above named, for it was 
sent out in 1880. 

Many more instances of good old varie¬ 
ties might be named, but I will limit my¬ 
self to one, which, by the way, I have not 
met witli for some time. This is Progne, 
whose deep amaranth-coloured flow'ers 
have a most pronounced odour of Violets. 

K. R. IV. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Chrysanthemum Autocrat.—The white 

blossoms of tliis variety are likely to be 
prominent din the markets this Christmas. 
I am told 20,000 plants of it have been 
cultivated by one grower this year; and 
it is quite an ideal variety for cutting. 
I do no<t think this variety was ever put 
into commerce in the usual way, and 
hence it cannot be found in dealers’ lists ; 
but if one were to procure Enfield White, 
which is in catalogues, the satisfactory 
sort could probably be had, for they are 
as alike as the proverbial two Peas.—S. 
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GARDEN FOOD. 

APPLES TO EAT OR COOK (WITHOUT 
SUGAR). 

I want Mr. Farmer to join with me in 
framing a list of the best Apples only de¬ 
scribed correctly as above. (Wo would ex¬ 
clude such Apples as the Wellington, that 
may not be cooked without sugar.) The 
list should.not go beyond twenty kinds, 
and might be better if twelve. American 
Apples—the very best—certainly the New¬ 
town Pippin, must lie Included. W. R. 

Sir, -It, is a great compliment to lie 
asked to join Mr. Robinson in making out 
a list of tlie best Apples, and I have plea¬ 
sure iit seconding Ills efforts to raise the 
standard of taste in this matter. 

Mr. Robinson asks for about twenty 
kinds. Curiously enough, before his re¬ 
quest reached me I had posted to you a list 
of twenty-two kinds, which appeared on 
p. G6S. I did not include the American 
varieties, unless, perhaps, King of Tomp¬ 
kins County be in the list. Of course, the 
outstanding American variety is Newtown 
Pippin, which at one time did not impress 
me so favourably, as at the outset I got 
supplied with some fruits of inferior grade, 
but I must say that this is probably the 
tiuest all round Apple in tlie world. It is, 
perhaps, not quite equal to our very finest 
in flavour, but it is a magnificent type for 
all-round purposes and qualities, texture, 
cropping, flavour, and keeping being ad¬ 
mirable. A variety of the Golden Russet 
from Canada is also excellent, also 
Northern Spy. These four have impressed 
me ns of the best of tlie American Apples. 

1 have not cooked all tlie twenty-two varie¬ 
ties on the list, but I have no doubt that 
all would cook well. Certainly Wellington 
must he excluded from the list of aristo¬ 
crats. It is an Apple I should never think 
of using. I do not know why i>eople ever 
were so foolish ns to perpetuate sour varie¬ 
ties, which are useless without purchased 
sugar, and, even with its addition, less 
wholesome, when they could produce 
Apples sweet and delightful to every 
human sense at the same expenditure of 
energy and time. I can only conclude that 
their sense of size and quantity was de- 
veloiied ahead of the more exquisite sensa¬ 
tions. From even a common-sense i>oint of' 
view it is altogether inexplicable that the 
worse should be jilanted instead of the 
tietter. 

This war lias caused a clear revulsion of 
opinion in Ibis matter, and at present the 
great demand is for sweet Apples, and 1 
hrqie that even after tlie war tills prefer¬ 
ence will be so maintained tiiat all the 
Crab-trees will have to he regrafted with 
Apples to the great benefit of tlie national 
health and tlie saving of tlie money spent 
on imported sugar, and so also lienefiting 
the national iwcket. I believe that Mr. 
Robinson has been engaged in the crusade 
against rubbishy fruits long before myself, 
but 1 came to the same conclusions while 
quite unaware that any other person had 
ever raised a protest against sour fruits. 
I found nearly all the lists and text-books 
praising Apples that I found, on sampling, 
were absolute trash, and I was greatly 
amazed; and, believing they were mislead¬ 
ing the public, I started in the I’ress to 
make my protest. Hundreds of people 
have been misled into planting bad varie¬ 
ties by these books, and have bad to re¬ 
graft on discovering their real nature. 
Can anyone explain why a Crab should he 
styled a first-class Apple, or why any Apple 
should be called first-class chiefly because 
it crops very well? Is it not a misuse of 
language? Do not all our good Apples 
crop well enough to satisfy any reasonable 
man? Is not half a prop of delicious 
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Apples that require no sugar far more 
valuable than a double crop of vinegary 
Crabs? I hope common-sense will prevail 
in this matter. It may be all right to raise 
a limited quantity of good-looking frauds 
for exhibition, simply to look at, but let it 
be clearly understood that they are to look 
at and not as examples of the best, and at 
such exhibitions there should be notices in¬ 
forming the public accordingly, as other¬ 
wise these will be taken ns models by the 
uninformed. Without this precaution such 
exhibitions are in every way misleading 
and harmful, and deprave the public taste. 

I have had a number of letters from 
people who are in agreement with these 
views, and in many quarters there is a 
clear change of view for the better. I ob¬ 
serve this in many Press notes, and also 
that some of tlie notes in Gardf.ninci have 
been reprinted in the newspapers with ap¬ 
proval. I hoi* ‘bat day will soon come 
when first-class certificates will no longer 
he given on the score of good cropping or 
of size; “first-class” mu£t he restricted to 
its obvious meaning. W. J. Farmer. 

[It is all very well to praise these Ameri¬ 
can Apples as Mr. Farmer does, but may I 
ask if he has tried in this country the 
varieties he names? I do not doubt their 
value as American-grown sorts, but when 
tried in this country they have been found 
wanting. What we want is good sorts that 
can be deiiended on, as far as growth is 
concerned, in our country, taking into ac¬ 
count also their value as food.—P. T.] 


MRS. EARLE ON THE CHESTNUT. 
She makes some remarks on this in tlie 
Garden, and asks why we should not grow 
this noble tree for the sake of the fruit? 
She calls it the sweet Chestnut, quite a 
redundant epithet, and there is hut one 
name that belongs to the noblest tree of 
Europe. All such terms as Italian, 
Spanish, and Sweet are led up to by our 
fatuous way of using the name Horse 
Chestnut for a tree, the Buckeye, wholly 
distinct from the Chestnut. 

It is interesting to know that the tree 
varies so. I have several acres of it; but 
the fruit is small; and, like many others, 

I never thought it worth while to look 
into the matter. In countries where the 
tree Is grown for the Nuts there are, I 
think, favoured varieties; and the ques¬ 
tion is can we get a good variety from 
seed which grows so freely? 

My garden is surrounded by fine 
old Chestnut-trees. I was afraid the 
Chestnuts might not ripen so well 
this wet year; but they are extra 
good, so I was wrong. The trees vary 
greatly. On some the Nuts never 
grow to any size and are useless for 
eating; but others, on the contrary, 
produce excellent Nuts year after, 
year, not quite so large as those seen 
In London shops, which come from 
Italy or Spain. But why Chestnut- 
trees are not more planted in England 
along roads and hedgerows, instead of 
tlie ugly, useless Elms, I cannot, 
understand. The Elms were origin¬ 
ally planted in great quantities in the 
early days of the nineteenth century, 
when they wore pruned up to a head. 
Now they are no longer pruned, and 
have a hideous fringe up the stems. 
Chestnut - trees grow quickly from 
seeds, hut it is extremely important 
to choose them from a good tree of 
tlie best fruiting kind. I have many 
trees round my garden, but they vary 
greatly, not one year or another, but 
always. 

I have left out the epithet sweet from 
the above, and am writing to French 


friends to know as to the best varieties 
of Chestnut, and if any good sorts come 
true from seed. 

Iu much of our country the tree is 
hardy and vigorous, aud we might look 
forward to getting Nuts fit for tlie cook, 
however hard to please. No other nation 
that I know of uses the wrong name 
Horse Chestnut. W. 

Sussex. 


REFORMING A REFORMER. 

Mr. Eustace Miles is very earnest in his 
work, but too fond of things of his own 
invention in view of tlie vast amounts of 
natural and wholesome food. Here is a 
recipe published by Mr. Miles : — 

“ CHANDOS ” RAKED APPLES.— Choose 
three or four firm Apples, core them, 
and with a sharp knife just cut 
through the skin in a line round each 
Apple (this prevents them from 
breaking while they are in the oven). 
Stick three Cloves into each Apple, 
l'lace them on a greased tin or fire¬ 
proof dish, and put a small piece of 
butter on the top. Bake in a slow 
oven until cooked. Stand aside to 
cool. Take a teacupful of milk and 
cream (two parts cream and one part 
milk), or less will do. Whip them 
together until they begin to thicken ; 
then stir in a little “Emprote” until 
of the consistency of Devonshire 
cream. Force this cream into the 
centre of eacli Apple, piping a rose on 
Hie top of each. 

Here we have tlie use of “ Emprote,” 
one of Mr. Miles's proprietary articles, 
and various additions which do not add 
to the value of a good Apple. A really 
good Apple, such as Blenheim, R.bston, 
Stunner, Newtown Pippin, Cox’s, or 
Itoundway Magnum Bonum are far 
better simply baked without any extras. 
In all lands, among epicures or peasants, 
’ we have clear proof that the simplest 
tilings are the best and most wholesome, 
in the great striving for food reform it 
should he a rule to omit all patent or 
proprietary articles. 


NOTES AND REPLIES. 

The Loganberry Inferior to good Rasp¬ 
berries.—I grow the Loganberry, and say 
nothing as to its jam-making qualities, as 
I never eat jam or anything else I know 
of made with factory sugar. Eaten as it 
ripens on the shoot or simply cooked, the 
Loganberry is not nearly so good as my 
proved Raspberries, I’erpetuelie de Bil¬ 
liard, Herbert, and the best yellow. If 
Mr. Ilickio would try these, I feel sure lie 
would like them, and reduce his Logan¬ 
berry plot. The kinds I name may not be 
in every nursery, but they deserve to be, 
their beauty on the shoots being often 
great even in autumn in good seasons. 
—W., Sussex. 

Apples in New Zealand.—A friend from 
New Zealand has been staying with me. 
while recovering from his wounds in 
France. He says that in New Zealand 
they grow exactly tlie same varieties of 
Apples as we do, and that when tlie 
orchard on his farm was planted he was 
greatly misled by the fruit catalogues, 
and planted many sorts described ns first- 
class that he had later 011 to regraft when 
their poor quality was apparent. He, too, 
does not believe in sour fruits.—W\ .1. 
Farmer. 

Apple Ben’s Red.—Those who like a good 
Apple will not plant this highly-praised 
variety. It is a most inferior sort. I 
know growers who have got rid of it very 
promptly, despite its great cropping 
powers and high colour.—W. J. Firmer. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS. 

THE CONNEMARA HEATH. 

No neeil to say much about this, tho finest 
little shrub of the autumn days. I grow 
the various forms of it in a cool loam (not 
|ieat), and it rarely fails to flower well. 
The past cold spring seemed to have shown 
us that a plant of Mayo and Galway does 
uot grow on our hills. The plants were 
cut down and soon sprang up again, and 
are now in good bloom in November. 
flu w». W. 

NOTES AND REPLIES. 

Hardy Azaleas. Now that the planting 
season is at hand it may lie well to re¬ 
mind renders of some of the hardy Azaleas 
that will do well in any light soil under 


Such a place is provided by an 0 ]>ening 
in woodland, where they also look their 
best. The garden Azaleas have one great 
advantage over their near relations the 
Rhododendrons, in that there are no 
colourings that absolutely clash. From 
pure white to deeiiest red there are none 
that are unpleasantly inharmonious, 
though a careful arrangement for colour 
is an undoubted advantage.— Gertrude 
•Jeku.l in Country Life. 

GARDEN PESTS AND FRIENDS. 

TTTE “ BLOSSOM WILT AND CANKER ” 
DISEASE OF API'LE-TREES.* 

A disease of Apple-trees, whose virulence 
lias been steadily Increasing for several 
years in the south-eastern counties of 


following varietiesDuchess of Olden-* 
burg, Worcester l’earmain, Alliugton 
Pippin, Early Julicn, Lane’s I’linco Albert, 
Lord Grosvenor, Prince Bismarck, Chelms¬ 
ford Wonder, Newton Wonder, Domino, 
Beauty of Bath, Warner’s King, Keswick 
Codliit, Bramley’s Seedling, Duchess’ 
Favourite, Rival, Foam’s Pippin, Dart¬ 
mouth Crab, Ribstou Pippin, and Hauwell 
Souring. On the very susceptible varie¬ 
ties it is not uncommon to find from 50 to 
75 per cent, of the flowering spurs killed 
by tilts disease in a single season. It has 
been found that Lord Derby is remarkably 
susceptible to attack from this disease. In 
the Weald of Kent this variety is exten¬ 
sively grown, and in those orchards where 
the disease lias been allowed to develop 
unchecked for several seasons the trees are 
now unproductive, and in many eases it 



The Connemara Heath in the house. 


fairly favourable conditions. Rather 
moist peat suits them best, hut .they will 
thrive in sandy soil with leaf-mould 
slightly enriched witli thoroughly decayed 
manure. Among seedlings of the Ghent 
Azaleas there are so many beautiful 
plants unnamed that it is best to visit a 
nursery at blooming time (the first week 
of Juno) anil mark the desired plants. 
The hardy Azaleas have a character so 
much their own that it is well worth 
while to give them a separate place, for 
preference one between garden and wood¬ 
land, where they can have plenty of space. 
Although they do quite well in the open, 
provided the roots are never dried up, 
yet in places where natural moisture at 
the root is not present it is well that 
there should bo some passing shade dur¬ 
ing a part of the day, a condition that 
also prolongs the (Unction of th<| bloom. 
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England, has recurred during the present 
summer with greater Intensity than in 
previous seasons, the result being that oil 
many fruit farms the crop from the more 
susceptible varieties of Apple-trees has 
been reduced to one-quarter or even less. 
Specimens of affected trees have been re¬ 
ceived at Wye College not only from the 
south-eastern counties, but also from other 
parts of the country, so that although the 
greatest amount of damage appears to 
have beert caused in Kent and Sussex the 
disease is probably widely distributed. 
Tile variety of Apple that is found to he 
most readily attacked is Lord Derby, hut 
Cox's Orange Pippin, James Grieve, and 
Ecklinville Seedling are often severely 
damaged. The disease occurs also on the 

* A more detailed description of this disease and of the 
fungus causing it appears in The A nnalx nf Ajtplied Jiiolo'jt/ 
Vol. III., No. 4, April, 1917, pp. 159—204. 


has been found necessary to top-graft them 
with a more resistant variety. For this 
purpose Bramley's Seedling lias usually 
been employed, as this is not only a strong- 
growing variety, but is much less liable to 
become infected with “ blossom wilt,” 
although observation and experiment have 
proved that it is not entirely immune. This 
j comparative immunity of Bramley’s 
I Seedling was shown in a striking manner 
in a mixed orchard in the Weald where a 
tree of this variety was growing in close 
proximity to several badly-infected Lord 
Derby trees, eneli bearing some hundreds 
i of dead spurs and cankers. A thorough 
search only revealed one such spur on the 
Bramley’s Seedling. 

Trees of all ages suffer from this disease. 
On large standard Lord Derby trees it fre¬ 
quently causes great damage because it is 
i easily overlooked in the first stages of the 
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disease, or if noticed at all is not con¬ 
sidered of sufficient importance to warrant 
any special treatment, and neglect is cer¬ 
tain to lead to worse damage during the 
succeeding season. Younger trees of this 
variety are equally susceptible, and infec¬ 
tion often causes the death of some of the 
main limbs. The first evident 
Svmptom of the disease is the “blossom 
wilt ” condition. About a fortnight after 
the flowers begin to open on affected tree's 
there are to be seen fruiting spurs on 
which tin; leaves are beginning to wilt; 
within a day or two these drooping leaves 
become brown and withered, usually with 
incurved margins, thus showing their 
under side; all the flowers of such trusses 
are brown and dead. This condition is in 
itself serious, since in severe attacks from 
a half to three-quarters or more of the 
fruiting spurs may be killed in this way; 
it is frequently followed, too, by the more 
serious “canker” condition. The fungus 
causing the disease advances along the 
tissues of the spur, and If it readies the 
It ranch will continue to grow first in the 
bark and later in the wood until ill certain 
cases tlie branch is completely girdled; 
that portion above tbe canker then dies. 
Several trusses on a branch may become 
infected. In one particular ease tbe ter¬ 
minal portion of the branch was quite dead 
by reason of tho cankers developing round 
tbe bases of tbe affected trusses lower 
down. This specimen also illustrates the 
rapidity with which the fungus travels 
down the spur into the branch. The tree 
from which it was taken began to flower 
that year about May 1st, and the first 
signs of wilting occurred about the middle 
of the month. Fortunately, such a rapid 
development of the fungus in the spur or 
branch tissues continues for a few weeks 
only, and generally its further extension 
into the tree is arrested about the end of 
June;»cankers formed by that time show 
no further increase in size either that sea¬ 
son or subsequently. During dry weather 
tlie fungus causing the blossom wilt does 
not, as a rule, appear at tlie surface of tho 
diseased flowers or spurs. In a moist 
atmosphere, however, it may lie found on 
the flowers and flower-stalks a-s small 
rounded pustules consisting of numerous 
chains of spores (eonidia). On the surface 
of ihe spurs and cankers tlie fungus does 
not make its appearance until much later 
in tlie year. During December the imma¬ 
ture pustules may be found bursting 
through the bark and they continue to in¬ 
crease In number during .the .winter 
months. In spring these pustules become 
powdery with spores, and by the time the 
trees come into bloom they are liberating 
myriads of these reproductive bodies, 
many of which fall into tlie flowers ns 
(hey open and so produce a new infection 
resulting in blossom wilt. Since these 
spores are exceedingly minute they are 
easily carried in the air for considerable 
distances and so give rise to outbreaks of 
tlie disease in plantations hitherto free 
fiom it. It is found, however, that the 
wilted trusses are by far the most numer¬ 
ous in the vicinity of cankers or of dead 
spurs lien ring pustules, those trusses 
situated immediately below such spurs or 
cankers being particularly liable to infec¬ 
tion. Thus, in general, it may lie stated 
flint, nilliough infection must at times take 
place through spores which are carried by 
tlie wind from one tree to another, or from 
one plantation to another, the gueat 
majority of wilted trusses on a Tree are 
infected from pustules of the fungus homo 
< n spurs and cankers on the same tree. 
Growers have sometimes staled that a 
severe outbreak of blossom wilt has oc¬ 
curred on trees where it had not been 
previously observed. When such a ease 
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has been investigated a careful search on 
the tree has revealed the presence of a 
number of dead spurs bearing the fungus, 
these being tlie result of an attack during 
the preceding year and serving as sources 
of infection for the new crop. The fungus 
causing the blossom wilt is 

Mon-ilia cinema, a fomi which is closely 
related to, but quite distinct from, that 
which causes the “brown rot” of the 
ripening fruit and which is very destruc¬ 
tive to stored Apples. Brown-rot (Mouilia 
fructigena=Seierotinia fructlgena) is com¬ 
monly found on Apples still attached to 
tlie tree or on the fallen fruit, and is seen 
as numerous yellowish pustules bursting 
through the skin and growing usually in 
concentric circles; the infected Apples 
which remain on tlie tree eventually'be¬ 
come “mummified.” Tlie grey Monilia 
cinerea is invariably obtained from wilted 
Tlowers and from' dead spurs infected 
through the flowers; so far as observations 
in Kent have gone it has not*been found 
on tlie mature Apples in the open,* though 
occasionally it occurs on the young fruit. 
It differs from M. fructigena in its grey 
pustules and smaller spores; it is also dis¬ 
tinguished by its different habit of growth 
when growing on sterilised media in the 
laboratory. 

That tlie fungus is the direct cause of 
the blossom wilt has been provpd by ex- 
lierlments carried out in tlie greenhouse 
and in the fruit plantation at Wye College 
during the season of 1010, and these have 
been repeated in the ojien this year. Apple 
flowers were inoculated with spores taken 
from pure cultures of tlie fungus; these 
spores were placed oil the stigmas of tlie 
flowers, and the result was that In about a 
fortnight the typical blossom Avilt condi¬ 
tion appeared in the majority of tlie inocu¬ 
lated spurs. 

It js found that when tlie spores of this 
fungus are placed in water they germinate 
within a few hours, producing a germ tube 
which soon becomes branched, so probably 
the tissues of tlie infected flowers are in¬ 
vaded shortly after the spores fall on them. 
In the experiments carried out at Wye 
College the spores germinated cm tiie 
stigmas and the germ tubes travelled down 
tlie styles to tiie centre of the flower, then 
along the flower-stalk into the .spur. The 
other flowers and the leaves borne on that 
spur tlien began to wilt. This occurred in 
from eleven to. fifteen days after inocula¬ 
tion, so that tlie first conspicuous symptom 
of tlie disease, that is, the wilting of the 
leaves round the base of a truss of flowers, 
occurs about a fortnight after infection has 
taken place. When tlie infected flowering 
spur is 3 inches or 4 inches long tlie de¬ 
velopment of the fungus is usually arrested 
before it can reach the branch itself, but 
when tlie spur is a short one (i inch to 1 
inch in length - ) tlie branch is soon invaded 
and a canker is formed. 

Contkol measures. —In considering tho 
best method for controlling this disease it 
is necessary to emphasise the following 
twints;—(1) Infection occurs through tlie 
o]ien flowers. (2) Tlie leaves of affected 
spurs begin to wilt about a fortnight after 
the flowers are infected. (3) Infection 
arises almost exclusively from the pustules 
of tlie fungus produced on spilrs and 
cankers. (4) When an infected truss of 
Cowers is borne on a short spur the fungus 
soon invades the branch, itself producing 
a canker which may completely girdle it 
and so kill that portion of tlie branch above 
tlie canker. (5) The cankers do not in¬ 
crease in size after about the end of June. 
00 The dead spurs and the cankers formed 
in any one season produce during the fol- 

* Experiment hat? shown that it readily causes a rot of 
Applei when these are artificially inoculated with the 
fungus. 


lowing winter and spring a crop of sjiore- 
bearing pustules, which arc ready to infect 
the flowers as they open in spring. There 
are three possible ways of treatment: — 
(a) The removal of tlie cankers and all 
infected spurs. (6) Spraying to destroy 
tlie pustules, (c) Spraying to prevent the 
pustules from liberating their siKires 
I during the period that the flowers are oiien. 
i Since infection takes place through tlie 
flowers it is evident that a spray fluid can¬ 
not be employed for the purpose of form¬ 
ing a protecting film over tiie organs liable 
to infection, and spraying experiments 
carried out with tlie object of eilher kill¬ 
ing the pustules or preventing them from 
shedding ilieir spores have not yielded 
satisfactory results; so at present fruit 
growers are strongly advised not to at¬ 
tempt to control this disease by spraying, 
as they are extremely likely to waste tlieir 
time and money. It has been found that 
tlie washes generally used for cheeking the 
spread of fungus disease, as, for instance, 
lime-sulphur and Bordeaux mixture, are 
useless, as they fail to wot the pustules. 
To wet the pustules completely, mixtures 
containing soap were found to lie neces¬ 
sary, and several such fluids, including 
Bordeaux mixture, soda Bordeaux (usu¬ 
ally called Burgundy mixture in this 
country), cuprum, and ammonium sul¬ 
phide, each containing 1 per cent, soft 
soap, were tested. Under laboratory con¬ 
ditions these spray fluids killed the spores 
at the surface of the pustules, but when 
tlie spraying was carried out in the open 
a few days before tlie flowers expanded, 
it was found Hint the pustules grew 
through their sterile surface layer and 
became powdery try tho time the flowers 
opened. It should ho remarked, however, 
lliat the weather conditions during the 
spring of tills year* were very favourable 
to the development-of the fungus. Spray¬ 
ing with a lime wash was not successful 
either, for although some of the pustules 
became covered, or partially covered, with 
a coating of lime, the fungus grew through 
this during a period of wet weather. The 
most promising results were obtained with 
a solution of caustic soda containing soft 
soap, used as a “winter wash.” Under 
certain conditions this destroyed the 
pustules, but when tried on a practical 
scale in an orchard the result was not 
such as to warrant recommendation. 
Even wore a mixture discovered capable of 
effectually controlling the blossom wilt 
disease, spraying should only be resorted 
to ns a temporary measure— i.e., as a 
measure to be employed on neglected 
trees which have become so infested with 
tlie disease that with the available labour 
it is impossible to cutout all the parts 
which serve as sources of infection—for in 
general it is a bad practice to leave dead 
branches or twigs on the trees . 

Tlie only method of completely eradicat¬ 
ing the disease from an orchard is by the 
removal and destruction of all infected 
spurs and cankers. This may be done 
either in summer or in winter. As 
already indicated, tlie disease is first made 
noticeable by tiie wilting of tlie trusses of 
flowers and of the leaves around them. 
If the spurs bearing such affected flowers 
are cut away as soon as tlie leaves wilt, 
the fungus is prevented from reaching the 
branches and producing cankers. Such 
treatment is by far the best, but in order 
to carry it out several examinations of the 
trees would be required during the third 
and fourth weeks after the flowers first 
opened. This would scarcely be practic¬ 
able except on young trees and in small 

* Just before the ApjVe-trees name into flower there wffs 
a week of very wet went her which earned the pustules to 
become larger and more powdery': this was followed by a 
period o! dry weather with breezes which dispersed the 
spores. 
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the time of sowing, water should not he 
required until germination has taken 
place. 

Figs.— If early fruits are required, trees 
in pots or such as are planted out and 
have been forced in the past, should "now be 
started. A bed of leaves an either case 
will supply the requisite amount of 
warmth if the use of artificial hea.t lias to 
be avoided, as 45 clegs, to 50 degs. by 
night and a further rise of 5 degs. by day 
will be ample at the start. If the trees 
have not been cleaned and the necessary 
amount of pruning or thinning carried 
out, and tying done with respect to trellis- 
trained tree*, these should have attention 
before the starting takes place. Trees in¬ 
fested with brown scale and mealv-hug 
should lie very carefully cleaned, being 
careful not to damage the point buds and 
embryos with whatever insecticide may he 
employed for their eradication. Wounds 
caused through the removal of branches of 
more than ordinary sine should he tarred 
over or painted with knotting as a pre¬ 
caution against oanker. 

Vegetable forcing.— Se.akale will start 
more readily now than was the case a few 
weeks ago, and allowance should be made 
for this when a regular supply is re¬ 
quired. When forced on the ground 
where grown with a lied of leaves made up 
round the pots or whatever the crowns are 
covered with, a fresh lot should be covered 
clown every ten or- fourteen days. If 
leaves alone are used there will be no risk 
of the crowns being scalded, as is the ease 
when the l>ed consists partly of stable 
litter; nevertheless, it is just as well to 
remove the covers occasionally to ascer¬ 
tain if all is well inside. Rhubarb when 
forced with the aid of leaves alone comes 
along slowly until about 2 inches or 
3 inches of growth have been made, when 
more rapid progress—provided the heat is 
regularly maintained by turning and add¬ 
ing fresh supplies of leaves to the bed—is 
made. To keep up the supply, another 
lot of crowns should lie covered down and 
a bed of leaves made up round the pots, 
etc., as with the earlier - started lot. 
Where the farcing is conducted in heated 

1 >its or in the Mushroom-house, another 
ot of crowns should he introduced in time 
to pie vent a break in the supply. The 
same rule holds good with regal'd to 
Chicory, lor which there is now, and will 
be for a long time to come, a greater de¬ 
mand. For the making of salads and 
other purposes, a regular supply of 
Mustard and Cress must be kept up, 
which is best raised in heat and after¬ 
wards placed in a greenhouse. Pans or 
boxes, according to. the demand, are the 
liest receptacles for sowing the seed in. 
As a rule, sowings made every five or six 
days afford a sufficiency for ordinary re¬ 
quirements. 

Lettuces and Endive, especially the 
latter, must lie well looked after in the 
wav of tying and blanching fra - salads. 
"Well ventilate during fine weather the pits, 
and frames in which they have, been 
planted, and protect adequately when it 
is of a reverse nature. 

Onions. —On net days the bulbs should 
lie gone through and cleaned, placing the 
.sound ones oil one side to be roped and 
suspended for later use, while such as are 
not keeping well should be put by them¬ 
selves for immediate requirements. If 
the former are suspended as advised, so 
that the air can play freely through them, 
and at the same time protected from 
frost when necessary, they will keep 
longer and sounder than if left lying on a 
floor ot stage. 

Broccoli. —The latent of the autumn 
varieties and the forwardest of the mid¬ 
winter kinds now turning in must he 
looked after and lifted to prevent the 
curds being damaged by frost if more are 
turning in than are needed for present 
requirements and severe weather appears 
imminent. Wligrij a very • succulent 
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growth has been made by Hie spring and 
late varieties, Brocken or - Heather—in 
fact, anything tliat will afford slight pro¬ 
tection to the stems—should be lightly 
disposed between the plants on the ap¬ 
proach of severe weather— i.e., if the 
alternative method of protecting by lift¬ 
ing and heeling in has not lieen adopted. 

Potatoes. —If an early start with the 
farcing of these is contemplated, get the 
requisite number of sets of an approved 
variety, and place them in boxes ready 
for starting in a greenhouse where they 
will experience full light. In the mean¬ 
time, get soil, frames or pit*, as the Case 
may lie, and hotlied.s on which to place 
the former ready. 

Border Carnations. —Afford plants now 
in frames or pits plenty of air whenever 
tile state of the air allows, as a stagnant, 
moist atmosphere is detrimental to their 
well-being' and causes attacks of rust and 
other ills to which Carnations are liable. 
Water only when absolutely necessary, as 
the drier they are kept at the roots— 
within reason—the better. It is some¬ 
times necessary to run a net over the 
sashes to keep sparrows from destroying 
the point growths of the plants. Mice, 
too, often attack and destroy the foliage, 
and should he promptly dealt with, de¬ 
stroying them by trapping, etc. 

Campanulas _Plants in pots of Chim¬ 

ney Campanulas and Canterbury Bells 
must be kept oool a.nd well ventilated, pro¬ 
tection lieang required only when the 
weather is very severe. Water only when 
the condition of the soil demands it and 
when outside climatic conditions are 
favourable. 

Wallflowers. —After recent hard frosts 
the plants should he looked over and made 
firm again should any have become loos¬ 
ened at the collar, otherwise water will 
accumulate in the rarities round the 
stems and bring about their destruction. 
At any time when the soil can lie caught 
in a fairly dry condition, it is a good plan 
to loosen the surface with the hoe. 

Bulbs. —A sharp look out must he kept 
for rats aud mice, particularly the latter, 
and endeavour to get rid of them without 
delay should they be found to be working 
mischief. Mice can lie very effectively 
dealt with by means of the old-fashioned 
figure of 4 trap. A. W. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

V ines that have cast their leaves should 
now lie pruned and the houses and rods 
cleaned, as advised in previous notes. 
One month or more should elapse between 
the pruning and one time that they are 
started into growth. The houses should 
lie kept as oool as possible without admit¬ 
ting frost. ■ This rest will lienefit the 
Vines, and they will start mare freely 
into growth when the period for forcing 
arrives. Young Vines should now he 
pruned. Cut the weaker rods down to 
within 3 feet of the ground. Stronger 
ones should not lie cut so hard, and the 
stoutest may even be allowed G feet of 
growth that will cany two or three 
hunches of Crapes the next year. Fruit¬ 
ing them will cause them to make a more 
moderate growth. Wash the house well 
with hot water..and soft, soap. Dress the 
canes with Gtsfiurst compound according 
to the directions given. Remove the sur¬ 
face soil down to the roots and replace 
with finely-chopped turfv loam, with 
which has been mixed a 6-inch patful of 
Vine manure to each barrow-load of soil. 
Test the border, and if the soil is found 
to he dry give a good watering, which 
will suffice until the season arrives for 
starting the Vines. Apply a good mulch, 
and allow the Vines as long a period of 
rest as possible, that they may break into 
growth naturally, as young Vanes will not 
succeed if forced. On no account should 
fire heat lie applied unless the buds are 
swelling. The pruning, cleansing, and 


training of Peach-trees under - glass will 
shortly he completed. 

Chrysanthemums in the flowering 
house are now reduced to a few late varie¬ 
ties. Plants that were cut down a<s soon 
as they had finished flowering have de¬ 
veloped strong shoots suitable for cut¬ 
tings, and these will now be inserted 
singly in thumb-pots. A suitable mix¬ 
ture for the cuttings consists of two parts 
leaf-mould and one part fine loam, with a 
plentiful addition of silver sand. The 
soil should he made moderately firm, and 
the cuttings Ire inserted with the least 
possible delay, a* a wilted cutting loses 
much of its vitality. After 1 icing watered 
they a,re put into a frame, placed on the 
staging of a cool house. The frame is 
kept caused during the day, ventilating a 
little towards the close, and if much mois¬ 
ture accumulates the light* ore amoved 
for a short time. When roots are formed 
ventilation is given daily, and in a few 
days the plants are removed from the 
frame and placed in a position near the 
roof glass. Chrysanthemum cuttings 
may also lie rooted in a cold frame, hut 
the cuttings are longed - in forming roots 
than if a little heat is provided. 

Cauliflower. —If the stock of autumn- 
sown plants is limited, a sowing of an 
approved early variety may lie made as 
soon os possible. The seed may be sown 
either in boxes and placed in a greenhouse 
or on a prepared lied in a pit. In the 
latter ease the bed should Ire near the 
glass, and the seed should not lie sown 
too thickly, or spindly plants will result. 
Wheal the seedlings are large enough to 
Ire handled they may lie transplanted into 
boxes or - frames, putting them 2 inches 
apart. A little later they may lie potted 
into 3-inch pots, this being the best means 
of preventing a check occurring when the 
plants are put out in April. Sutton’s 
First Crop and Magnum Bonum are good 
varieties for this sowing. 

Seakale. —The present is a good time 
to raise next ,season’,s plants by making 
cuttings of portions of the roots, which 
should lie iseleeted when the crowns are 
lifted for forcing. These cuttings should 
lie G inches or 7 inches long and as clean 
and straight as possible They should lie 
laid on the ground in a horizontal positron 
and covered with G inches of sandy soil 
until the beginning of April, when they 
will have made sufficient growth to lie 
planted in their growing quarters. Sea- 
kale delights in a deep, rich soil, and this 
should be trenched and prepared as soon 
as possible. When planting, a distance 
of 2 feet should be allowed between the 
rows and 15 inches from plant to plant. 

Vegetable crops in 1917.— A brief re¬ 
view of the past season in the kitchen 
garden may lie interesting. The unusu¬ 
ally severe wea,their in the early par t of 
the year - killed nearly all the Brassicas, 
the only varieties that sinwived her,, were 
Sutton's Hardy Sprouting Kale, Curled 
Scotch Kale, and Cottager’s Kale. All 
Cahliage and Broccoli wer e killed outright. 
A sowing of quick-maturing varieties of 
Cabbages was made in heat early in 
January and afterwards pricked out into 
cold frames, planting them out in a 
sheltered position during March. From 
this sowing first-class Cabbages were cut 
the second week in May. Cauliflowers 
wintered in cold frames and planted out 
in April gave excellent results, first-class 
, beads were cut on June 2nd. Succes- 
sional batches were also very good. Beaus 
aud Peas gave exceptionally good results, 
and both French and Runner Beaus were 
never more plentiful. I gathered the first 
dish of Peas on June 16th, from plants 
raised in pots and planted out on a warm 
border in April. From that date until 
the end of September good supplies were 
gathered almost daily, and the last dish 
was gathered on Oetolier 24th. Carrots, 
Beetroot, anti Turnips wore excellent. 
Onions sown in the open were attacked by 
mildew, a.ndjhe bulbs are smaller than 
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usual, but are keeping well. Those sown 
in heat and pricked out gave very fine 
bulbs, which are keeping well. Celery 
was badly attacked by the Celery maggot, 
but by constant band-picking and. fre¬ 
quent dustings of fresh soot this was got 
under, and there is now a good supply. 
Potatoes, both early and maincrop varie¬ 
ties, were never better, and quite free 
from disease., I strongly recommend 
Arran Cnief and Great Sect—maincrop 
varieties—both of which yielded unusu¬ 
ally heavy crops, and their cooking quali¬ 
ties are excellent. Tomatoes in the open 
failed to ripen, (except in very favoured 
positions. All winter vegetables are in 
good condition, and unless we have a re¬ 
currence of last winter’s severe weather, 
there should lie an abundance of all kinds. 
The rainfall for the year to December 12th 
inclusive was 24 84 inches, which fell on 
131 days. F. W. G, 


SCOTLAND. 

Chrysanthemum cuttings —As is well 

known, some varieties of Chrysanthemums 
produce cuttings earlier and more freely 
than others, and, although an a general 
way it is inadvisable to Ire in too much 
h»s.te, yet when good, stout cuttings are 
available, it is just as well to utilise them. 
Except in the ca.se of cuttings for special 
purposes, a departure is 'being made from 
tire usual procedure during the present 
season. Those intended for plants for 
general purposes—that is, for decoration 
and for cutting—are Ireing put in batches 
of each variety into a cool propagating 
pit. The rooting medium is Cocoa-fibre, 
and in this a consistent moisture can Ire 
maintained, and the cuttings will rapidly 
form roots. Afterwards they will be 
potted off and treated in the routine 
maimer. There does not seem to he any 
reason why good plants cannot he raised 
in the manner indicated which will, at any 
rate, create much less work at this 
season. Such plants as are required for 
special purposes will, however, succeed 
lretter under more orthodox treatment. 
For these a fairly sandy compost may be 
used, with a quarter of an inch of sharp 
sand on the surface of the pots in order 
to minimise risk from damping which is 
always Liable to occur at this .season. A 
cool house, or, at least, one only moder¬ 
ately heated is best for the Chrysanthe¬ 
mums in their cutting stages. 

Hardy flower borders —Cutting over 
the ripened isteins of herbaceous plants is 
being proceeded with, and, favoured by a 
spell of frosty weather, the work is not 
so unpleasant as is at times the case. All 
the stakes are taken out prior to cutting 
oven'. These are graded according to size 
and tied up in convenient bundles before 
Wing stored. As the cutting over pro¬ 
ceeds, the debris is wheeled to a con¬ 
venient vacant break upon which it will 
Im burned. Formerly this rubbish was 
wheeled to the tire heap proper; but a 
considerable amount of time is being 
saved by dealing with it in this way. 
Another innovation is that each border as 
it is cut over' jis immediately turned over 
by fork or spade. The custom has 
hitherto been to finish the cutting over 
and clearing up before turning over— 
chiefly because of the bulbs which the 
borders contain not being visible. But as 
labels have been put in where the bulbs 
are, a little care prevents any serious 
damage being done. By following this 
practice, the garden is being be degrees 
brought into a tidy state, no far as the 
hardy flower borders which lie adjacent to 
the walks are concerned. 

Wall trees. —Taking advantage of the 
frost already alluded to, the winter prun¬ 
ing and training of fruit-trees upon walls 
are Wing pushed forward during the 
warmer hows of the day. It is, I think, a 
mistake to keep working on the walls 
when the weather is bitterly cold. Less 
speed is made, and men with numbed 
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hands and feet are unable to do good 
work. Therefore, manure-wheeling in 
the earlier and later parts of the day can 
be done and Die sunny hours spent on the 
walls. Where the trees were well 
attended to in the summer, but little 
pruning is necessary. The shreds, ties, 
or other - supports ought to be inspected 
and regulated, for over-tight ligatures in 
the case of stone fruit inevitably lead to 
gumming. Meantime, Apple-trees and 
Pear-trees are being attended to, and as 
in the majority of eases these have filled 
their' allotted spaces, the work is reduced 
to a minimum. Where strength is suffi¬ 
cient, it is good practice to put three 
hiamd on the walls. A skilful prune can 
keep two men pretty busy following him— 
one upon the ground, and the other upon 
a ladder. Where this course cannot be fol¬ 
lowed, it is better that each man prunes and 
train his own tree. While a well-trained 
tree is always pleasant .to look upon, yet it 
should he remembered that crops are of 
moie importance than geometrically- 
trained trees, and (especially at the pre¬ 
sent time) a little latitude may be per¬ 
mitted. After all, it ds only for a few 
months that there is much difference in 
point of appearance, as when the foliage 
covers the trees there is nothing to dis¬ 
tinguish the super-trained tree from any 
other. This view may appear rather 
heterodox to some fruit-growers whose 
hobby is well-trained, symmetrical trees. 

Fruit-trees in pots _If fruit-trees in 

pets can be left in the orchard-house, not 
only is time saved in their removal, hut 
there is less fear of damage to the pots by 
frost. In such a case, however, it should 
be remembered that the house must be 
fully ventilated by night and liy day, and 
alike in mild and frosty weather. When 
for' any reason it is necessary to remove 
the trees, the pots must be made safe 
from frost. The easiest way to accom¬ 
plish this is to assemble the trees., placing 
them as closely together as possible, and 
covering tho pots with a good body of dry 
leaves. Freshly-gathered Beech leaves 
are excellent for this purpc.se. They do 
not rot quickly, and are to some extent 
impervious to main—at least, in their early 
stages. In order to keep them from 
being blown about by high winds, it is 
necessary to run a piece of wire-netting 
1 'pund them, and if another piece or two 
lie laid" within the fence and pressed down 
by a few flat, heavy stones, the leaves 
will be kept in place. 

Girasoles.— It is never necessary to lift 
these in this district; but in order to 
make lifting more easily done in severe 
weather, the stems are out and laid longi¬ 
tudinally on the bed. A few barrowfuls 
of leaves over these make all safe, and 
permit of lifting during frost. 

Globe Artichokes. —-Up till now, these 
have remained green and vigorous. The 
arrival of frost, however, makes it im¬ 
perative that some protection be given to 
the stools, for, although we are rather 
favoured in respect of climate in this dis¬ 
trict, it is just as well to Ire on the safe 
side. The needful protection is found in 
half-iotted manure, which is banked 
round the stools to the depth of a foot. 

Shallots. —There is an old saying in this 
neighbourhood that Shallots ought to be 
planted upon the shortest day, and no 
doubt some of these old sayings have lieen 
based on shrewd observation of local con¬ 
ditions. While the general planting is 
deferred until spring, yet, following the 
looal tradition, a line or' two is generally 
planted round a-hout the shortest day. 
The produce of these art midsummer is not 
noticeably different from that of the later- 
planted bulbs. 

Roots.— It always pays to examine root 
crops in store at regular intervals in order 
to detect rotting or bruised samples, which 
should be removed at once. Potatoes keep 
well, hut here and there are seen indica¬ 


tions of premature sprouting. The shoots 
are rubbed off, and such tubers are used 
at once. In this locality Potatoes are 
being offered at 3s. per cwt. since the 
relaxation of the fixed price guai-anteed to 
growers—rather' a change of matters from 
a twelvemonth ago. W. McGuffog, 

Baimae Gardens, Kirkcudbright. 


BEES. 

RIPENED HONEY. 

Amateur bee-keepers who have “ run ” 
honey which was .ripened without a 
ripener, by being left to stand in a warm 
temperature and then skimmed, are ail- 
vised to look at their pots of honey now. 
Indeed, all extracted honey should be 
looked over at this season of tbe year, for 
even with a ripener some unripe honey 
may get in with that which is ripe. The 
thin hffhey on .the top should be taken off 
witli a spoon, and used. Jars tied down 
with paper, if the contents are ferment¬ 
ing, will show the covering to be puffed 
up, the formation of gas causing the 
paper to become convex. After the skim- 
uiiug, let the jars remain in a warm place 
for a week or so, placing a loose cover¬ 
ing over them all to keep dust out. Then 
tie down again. Also, remember that 
melting candied honey depreciates its 
quality slightly, but if it must be done 
to satisfy those who prefer honey in 
fluid form, only melt sufficient for imme¬ 
diate use. It does not granulate again, 
ns a general rule. It is better to main¬ 
tain it fluid, by storing in a warm place, 
if preferred in that condition, than allow' 
it to “candy,” and 'then melt for use. 
Melting lhust, of course, be resorted to to 
avoid wasting what granulated honey is 
left clinging to the sides of the emptied 
Jars. 

I should welcome from your readers 
any particulars about English supersti¬ 
tions attaching to bees. For my own 
part, I have heard of only one, and that 
a mournful one. It is said that when any 
member of the owner’s family dies, the 
bees must be informed of the event by 
tapping upon the sides of the hives. Un¬ 
less this is done, ill-luck will come, and 
the bees will never again prosper. This 
silly superstition also prevails in America, 
in Switzerland, and probably, if we'only 
knew it, in other countries besides, but 
with slight variation. In America the 
hives are put into mourning; and in 
Switzerland, instead of the “ tapping,” 
the hives must be lifted, and tlie bees 
need only be tbus informed of tbe decease 
of their master. I am acquainted with 
one or two other superstitions of the 
Swiss peasants, ‘and, of these, two are 
particularly stupid, even in a general 
catalogue of superstitions. These two 
are that it is unlucky to sell a colony of 
bees, and Hint to be successful you must 
either steal a stock or receive one as a 
gift. For tlie credit of all disciples of the 
cult, it is to be hoiied, nevertheless, that 
no Swiss bee-keei>er can point to a pur¬ 
loined hive as tlie foundation" of his 
apiary. To say the least, it would be 
difficult to escape detection. It is season¬ 
able to record tlie following : In Switzer¬ 
land it Is held by some people that bees 
herald tlie dawn of Christmas Day by 
“ singing ” in their hives at twelve 
o’clock ou Christmas Eve. Wherein. I 
wonder, lies tlie origin of thus associat¬ 
ing liees with the Christmas festival? 
Has tlie “wild honey” of St. John the 
Baptist, who proclaimed the coming of 
Christ, anything to do with this supersti¬ 
tion of the bees ushering in the Birthday 
of our SavidQrtginal from u. R. h. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Questions. — Queries and antwers are in¬ 
serted in Gardening free of charge if corre¬ 
spondents follow these rules : All communications 
should be clearly written on one side of the paper 
only , and addressed to the Editor qf Gardening, 
6S, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, W.C. £. 
Letters on business should be sent to the Pob- 
lisher. The name and address of the sender 
are required in addition to any designation he 
may desire to be used in the paper. When 
more than one query is sent each should be on a 
separate piece of jxtper, the name and address 
being added to each. As Gardening has to be 
sent to press some days in advance of date, 
queries cannot always be replied to in the issue 
immediately following their receipt. We do not 
reply to queries by post. 

Naming plants. — All who wish their 
plants to be rightly named should send fair 
examples of each—the stem, leaf, flower, or fruit. 
(Snippets of leaves and points of shoots art use¬ 
less. ) Not more than four plants should be sent 
in any one week by the same correspondent. 
Where more than one kind is sent they should be 
numbered. 0/ conifers the fruit should always 
be sent. 

Naming fruit. —Several specimens in dif¬ 
ferent stages of colour and size of the same kind 
greatly assist in its determination. We have 
received /rom several correspondents single speci¬ 
mens of fruits /or naming, these in many cases 
being unripe and otherwise poor. We can under¬ 
take to name only four varieties at a time. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS. 

Funkias (Ifitrsley). —Most of the Fun- 
kias, including the variety you mention, 
are quite hardy. The variety blooms 
finely in the summer when properly 
treated. Probably you have yours in a 
pot? It would do so much better were it 
planted out in a bolder in good soil, and 
would then grow int-o a big clump, having 
handsome gi-eeu leaves, and carry a 
cluster of white flowers. If you prefer to 
keep in a pot, let it l>e stood in a frame 
or cool greenhouse for the winter, as 
plants in pots, even if ever so hardy, with¬ 
stand frost worse than in the open ground. 
In the spring, just as new leafage breaks 
np, give the plant a shift into a larger 


pot, as these things need ample root- 
room, and when in full growth plenty of 
moisture. Preferably, we should in April 
plant it out into the open ground. 

Montbretias failing (L. Preston ).—The 
failure of your Montbretias is due to the 
conns being too thick. A great point in 
the successful culture of these is keeping 
: them thin. Lift them now, if the weather 
| is open, and replant, putting a dozen 
I forms into each position, spreading this 
, number over' a space of 12 inches. Put 
I the conns from 4 inches to G inches below 
the surface. If, however, the weather is 
bad you may leave the work till February. 
Plant only the strongest coa-ins, putting 
the smaller ones into a reserve part of the 
garden to gain strength. See to it, too, 
that the soil has been well trenched and 
plenty of manure added, also that the 
ground is well drained, a.s Montbretias 
j often fail when the soil is heavy and wet-. 

TREES AND SHRUBS. 

Raising Hollies from seed (Cl).—When 
Hollies are to. be raised in large quantities 
| from seed the berries are gathered in 
winter when ripe, mixed with double their 
' bulk of dry sand, and turned over every 
month, which considerably hastens the 
decomposition of the fleshy portion. The 
seeds are, thus preserved in a heap in a 
shady spot out-of-doors till the following 
autumn, when they are sown in a border 
of light, rich soil, covered about a quarter 
of an inch dee]), and a few Spruce boughs 
laid over the !>ed till tile young plants 
make their appearance, which will .not be 
till May, and only then a few of the 
; earliest, as a succession will he kept up 
till the following spring. They must then 
Ik? left till the next autumn before they 
are transplanted. You will thus see that 
the progress of the Holly during its earlier 
stages is slow. In the ca.se of small quan¬ 
tities of seeds, the berries may lx> mixed 
v ith sand in a flower-pot and buried in 
the soil till the autumn, when they can be 
sown in pans or boxes and placed in an 
ordinary garden frame. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Hop manure (M. IK. B .).—Not having 
had any experience of this manure on a j 
large scale, we regret being unable to [ 
afford you the information you require. 


We would suggest your writing the 
vendors of the manure to see if they are 
in a position to enlighten you on the sub¬ 
ject and to use it accordingly. Burnt 
paper ash is, we should say, ot no manurial 
value whatever. There would be no harm 
in digging it in with manure af you have 
much of it on hand when vegetable 
quarters are undergoing the usual winter 
preparation. 

SHORT REPLIES. 

Fern Lover .—From your description, wo 
should say that the pest you refer' to is 
mealy-bug. You have done quite right, 
and you ought to treat tUe other plants in 
tlie same way, and also see to it that the 
bug is destroyed on all the other plants 
you have in the house, putting on the fire 
heap all those that are very badly 

attacked.-IK. Wood .—As advised iu the 

note you refer to, your best way will be 
to look round the district, and thus find 
out which of tile varieties in Mr. Farmers 

list succeed.- I). —1, The dropping of 

the fruit may l>e due to several causes, 
as the non-fertilisation of the flowers, ~un- 
lipened wood, and dryness at the roots. 
In your case, the cause ds, no doubt, un¬ 
ripened wood, due to the shaded position 
in which the trees are growing. Your 
only remedy is to-move them to a sunnier 
position. 2, Write to M. A. Godfrin, 
41 bis, Hue Elzevir, Paris. 

MAKES OP PLANTS AND FRUITS. 

Names of fruits_ It. S. W. —Apples: 1, 

Glaygate; 2, Cox’s Pomona ; 3, American 

Mother; 4, Northern Greening.- B. II. 

—Apples: 1, Red or Winter Hawthorn- 
den ; 2, Blenheim 3, Fearn's Pippin ;, 

Warner’s King.- It. B .—Pear Beurre 

Hose. Apple Norfolk Boaufin.- It. 

York. —Apples: I, Itymer; 2, Mere de 
Menage; 3, Adams’ Poarmain ; 4, Ecklin- 

ville Seedling.- Chris. S. James. — 

Small Apple Golden Russet. The tv. o 
others we do not recognise. It is very 
difficult to name fruit from one specimen 

only.- It. Boss .—Apples : 1, King of the 

Pippins: 2, Cox’s Orange; 3, Ribston; 4, 

Golden Noble..- IK. F. M. —Apples: 1, 

Alfriston; 2, French Crab; 3, Stunner; 4, 

Wellington.- T. II. Evans. — Your 

Potato is Early Rose. 
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MOW IS THE TIME TO PLANT.— 

KELWAY A SON, The Royal Horticulturist*, Lang- 

S rt, Somerset, are now booking orders for their choice 
ardy Perennial Plants. Plant a Colour Border this 
Autumn, and you will be able to enjoy its exquisite beauty for 
many years without any additional expense or trouble. Send 
measurements of your borders. Paeonies, Delphiniums, 
Phloxes, Gaillardias, and other beautiful flowers included 
in theirColour Schemes, which provide blooms from early 
Springto late Autumn. WRITE NOW to the RETAIL 
PLANT DEPARTMENT for Reduced Price List. 
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■RARK’S CASH CLEARANCE SALE of 

■D CHOICE DAFFODILS, April and May flowering' 
TULIPS, etc., for in and out doors. Also Bulbs for large 
plantings. Lift free.—BARR A SONS, King street, Covent 
Garden, W.C. 2. _ 


TIOBBIE & CO., Royal Seedsmen, Edin- 

AJ burgh, will send a copy of their 1918 Catalogue and 
Guide to Ga rd ening free if th is pap er is mention ed. _ 

mHE GARDEN BEAUTIFUL. — Homo 

-L Woods and Home Landscapes. Illustrated with many 
engravings on wood. Demy octavo. 7s. 6d. net.—MAN ACER, 
63, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 


n.REENHOUSES(S.I.C. system).—30sq. ft., 

'J for Tomatoes, Vines, etc., 50s. Winter Vegetable 8et, 
15s. dold. No fuel or manure. PYRO, Athenn-um. Glasgow. 

TRONANDWIRE FENCING for Gardens, 

1 Tree Guards, Gates, Arches, Espaliers, Rose Stakes, 
and Ornamental Garden Iron and Wire Work of every 
description. Send for Illustrated Catalogue. Also Kennel 
Railing and Poultry Fencing. Ask for separate Lists. We 
have a small Surplus Stock of Kennel Runs for disposal 
at Special prices, subject to being unsold. Particulars on 
Aopuoatioo.—BOULTON A PAUL, Ltd., Manufacturers, 
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T AXTON’S Fruit Trees and Small Fruits 

■LI for Profit, and How to Grow Them. Catalogues gratis. 
Cultural hints for Id. sta mp. —PAX TON BKOS ., B edford. 

rpHOMPSON & MORGAN’S Select Scotch 
J- Seed Potatoes. — Early varieties. Midlothian Early 
and Duke of York, 3s. 6d. per stone; Sharpe's Express, 
Eclipse, and Sir John Llewellyn, 3s. per stone; Epicure, 
2s. 6d. per stone. Bags extra. Catalogues of Flower and 
Vegetable Seeds in January.—THOMPSON A MORGAN, 
Nurserymen and Seedsmen, Ipswich. 

"DOCKERY PLANTS^ HARDY - BULBS, 

inc. Daffodils and Lilies, Himalayan and other Rhodo¬ 
dendrons, rare Shrubs, Herbaceous Plants, Aquatics, Seeds. 
Catalogue on application.—O. REUTHE, Kenton. Kent. 

T INCOLNSHIRE’S Finest SEED POT A- 

-*-l TOES. — Midlothian Earlies, Duke ofYorks, May 
Queen, Sharpe's Express, Eclipse, 2s. 10*1. 14 lbs.; 5s. 6d. 
28 lbs.; 10s. 6d 56 lbs. ; 203. cwt. King Edwards , Arran 
Chief, British Queen, Queen Mary, Evergoods. Defiance, 
Royal Kidneys, Up-to-Dntes. Is. fid. 14 lbs.; 2s. lOd. 281ns ; 
5s. 6d. 56 lbs.; 11s. cwt. Eating Potatoes. 7s. 6d. cwt. All 
prices inclusive of bags.— FRED PARKES, Vine Gardens 
Nurseries, Wyherton, Boston._ 


•pOOD PRODUCTION AT HOME.—Con- 

L suit Sutton Catalogue of Food Production Seeds for 
1918. Now ready. Order at once from—SUTTON & SONS, 
The King’s Seedsmen. Reading.__ 


WATERER’S RHODODENDRONS AND 

CHOICE SHRUBS.—C.lalogue free. 


980 000 HARDY Herbaceous Plants.— 

70 kinds, splendidly grown, from Is. 6d. do*., 
to clear land, carriage paid. Estate sold. 10,000 Fruit-trees, 
Shrubs, Roses, etc. Cabbage Plants, Is. 6d. 100; 2s. 6d. 200. 
post paid. Descriptive Catalogues.—F. H. JONES, Land 
Steward, Churchtield Estate, Cradley, Majvern._ _ 

T ILY OF THE VALLEY.—Planting crowns, 

J-l 50, 2s. 6d. ; 100, 4s. Large planting crowns, 50, 3s. 6d.; 
100, 6s. Fine-forcing crowns, 50, 8s.; 100, 15s., carr. paid.— 
THOMAS BAKER. Bulb Grower, Snrtieet. Lincolnshire. 


pHOICE NEW CHRYSANTHEMUMS, 

Ul Pelargoniums, Dahlias, etc. We have one of the best 
Collections of above. Catalogues free (including novelties 
for 1918). — J. M. COLE A SON, The Nurseries, Peterborough. 


“DOCK GARDEN PLANTS : Where and 

Ah in What Soil to Plant Them.”—A Catalogue of great 
use and value to rock gardeners. Postage one penny.—G. R. 
PHIPPS. F.R.H.S.. Alpine Nurse ry , Bam h am . Bognor. 

flYLITE FOR PLANT PROTECTION on 

v strong frames, Is Id. per square foot. Oylite Sheeting, 
Is. 8d. per yard.—STONER, Patentee, Crawley, Sussex. 


■•pESTITE” destroys all soil pests, in- 

A eluding wireworms, club-root wart'disease, etc. Price, 
28 lbs., 4s. 6d.; 56 lbs.. 7s. 6d. ; 10s. 6d. per cwt. ; £8 per ton, 
carriage paid.—LANG & SONS. Ltt>.. 2. Hounslow. Middx. 


WATERER’S ALPINE & HERBACEOUS 

* * PLANTS.—New Catalogue now ready. 


WATERER’S BRITISH-GROWN BULBS. 

* * —New Catalogue now ready. 


WAKELEY’S Patented HOP MANURE 

» » —The only reliable and complete Substitute for 
Stable Manure. Use double handful to square yard. Sold 
in bushel bags : 1 bag 2s. 9d. ; 4 bags 9s.; 10 bags 20s. ; 
for cash with order. Carriage paid to any station within 
25 miles of London. 3d. charged extra for every 4 bags or 
less quantity for each 50 miles or part beyond this distance. 
Special price for ton lots. Recommended by the 
Royal Horticultural Society. Write for free Booklet. 
Beware of imitations.-WAKELEY BROS. * CO., Ltd., 
71, Bankside, London, 8.E. 1. 

TTINES AND VINE CULTURE.—By A. F. 

V Barron. V.M.H. (late Superintendent of the Royal 
Horticultural Society's Gardens). Illustrated. Price 5s. 
net; post free, 5s. 6d. Fifth edition. Describes and Illus¬ 
trates the Latest Grape Culture.—MANAGER, 63, Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. _ 


WATERER’S WARGRAVE ROSES. — 

' * Catalogue and Supplementary List of new and choice 

varieties now ready. __ 

A LL or any of the above Catalogues for- 
AA warded post free on receipt of name and address.— 
JOHN WATERER, SONS, A CRISP, LIMITED, The 

American Nurseries, Bagshot. Surrey, and Twyford, Berks. 

■DITO SUITS EVERYTHING that Grows. 

All (The Food for soil bacteria.)—Use it for your Winter 
Greens, etc. Results will astonish you. Manufactured 
tinder Royal letters Patent by THE MOLASSINE CO., 
Ltd , 16, Tuunel-avenue, Greenwich, S.E. 10, and sold by 
all Dealers. _ 

F ’S REALLY WELL WORTH WRITING 

for my Catalogue of Alpine aiul Herbaceous Plants.— 
CLARE NCE ELLIOTT. Ste venage. 

AAAELLS’ Chrysanthemum Catalogue 

" » ready, post free on application. — W. >VE 


WM. DUNCAN TUCKER k SONS, LTD., 

V* Lawrence-road, South Tottenham, N. 15. Conserva¬ 
tories, Winter Gardens, Vineries, Peach Houses, Portable 
Buildin gs, etc. C atalogue grat is._ _ 

Genuine garden requisites. — 

'A Prepared Compost, 5a. 6d.; Brown Fibrous Peat, 5s. 6d.; 
Yellow Fibrous Loam, Pure Leaf Mould, Peat Mould, or 
Coarse Sand, each 4s. per sack. Basic Slag, 6s. 6d. per cwt. 
—W. HERBERT A CO., Hop Exchange. S.E. 1. 

rPHE HUMBER FISHING AND FISH 

A Manure Co., Ltd., Hull, makers of “ECLIPSE" Fish 
Manure(Regd.). Free gardening pamphlet "Garden Hint*.'' 


CO., Merstham, Surrey. 


now 
YELLS A 


HABBAGE PLANTS.—Ellam’s Early, First 

xJ and Best. Flower of Spring, Offenham, Enfield Market, 
and Red Picklers. Lettuce, Hicks'hardy winter Cos. All 
5s. per 1,000, carringe paid. Bags free. Pass, train. Seed 
Potatoes, one-year Scotch: Epicure, IDs 6d. ; Eclipse, 12s. 
per cwt., f.o.r. King Edwards. 9s. 61. per cwt.; Arran 
Chief, 9s. fid. per cwt. Special quotations for large quanti¬ 
ties. Bags, 6d. each extia C.w.o.—HERBERT BUTLER, 
Plant find Potato Grower, Pott on. Bedfordshire. 


OEED.—GOVERNMENT SAYS SEED IS 

^ SCARCE. Special advance offer now ready. Agents 
wanted. Good terms.—MORRIS'S- SEED STORES, 225, 
Brirtol-street, Birmingham. (22nd Season.) Shallots, 
10s. 6d. dozen IK, carriage paid. _ 

■PARLY SCOTCH SEED POTATOES.— 

Aj Write for List. Save money and ensure high-grade 
supplies —MORRIS’S, 225. Bristol-street.. Birmingham._ 

pOUNTRY HOUSE SEWAGE DISPOSAL. 

Ur No emptying of cesspools. Nosolids. No open Alters. Per¬ 
fectly automatic. Everything underground. State particulars 
Wm. BEATTIE. 8. liOwer Gro«venor-plnce. Westminster. 


T AND DRESSING, incomparable fertiliser, 

AJ carbonate of lime 70%. 4s. 9d. cwt., carriage paid- — 
RICHARDSONS , Hor ace-s treet , Bosto n , Lines ._ 

"FLOWER POTS.—10 8in„ 15 6in., 15 5in., 

A 20 4in., 20 2Jin., complete, packed free, 7s. 6d. Illus¬ 
trated List of Pots, Seed ami Cutting Pans, etc,., free.— 
THOS. JEAVONS, Silver Street Potteries. Brierley Hill. 


rPHE APPLE in ORCHARD and GARDEN. 

A —Containing full account of its culture, with special 
chapter on Apple Cookery. By r*o*U 6L — PUBLISHER, 
63. Lincoln's Inn Fi«*ld«. London, W.C. 2 


lV/Tc DOUG ALL’S WINTER WASH FOR 
FRUIT TREES -TO CLEAN FRUIT TREES 
FROM MOSS, LICHEN; TO DESTROY FUNGOID 
SPORES, SCAB. HIBERNATING INSECTS. AND TO 
CHECK THE GROWTH AND SPREAD OF CANKER. 
For use only while trees are dormant. 1 gallon drums, 
to make 80 gallons Wash, 8s. each ; 1 quart tins, 2s. 9d. 

1 pint tins, Is. Gd. From Nurserymen, Seedsmen, and Iron¬ 
mongers. Sole Manufacturers — McDOUGALL BROS, 
LTD., Port-street, Ma nchester. 

oDO UGALL’S “FUMARS" and 

INSECTICIDE “SHEETS FOR GREENHOUSE 
FUMIGATION. Safe, Effectual, Economical. Sold by all 
Seedsmen and Nurserymen. ____ 


G ISHURST COMPOUND—Insecticide 

and Fungicide. Over 50 years' reputation. Highly 
commended, R.H.S. Scientifically-controlled trials at 
Wisley, 1914-15. Sold by dealers in Garden Sundries. 
Wholesale—PRICE'S PATENT CANDLE COMPANY 
LIMITED. Battersea, London . 8.W. T l._ 

(1RBENH0U8E PAINTING & GLAZING. 

U* — “ Vitrolite," far superior to White Lead Paint. 
“ Plastine," supersedes Putty. Full fiarticulara from—W. 
CARSON A SONS. QroTe Works, Battersea. Agents 
throughout the country. 
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Telegrams: Frank Cant Colchester-] [Telephone No. 182. 

CANT’S 

CHAMPION ROSES 

Are known and grown all over the 
world. Finest 8took In the Kingdom. 

Roses for all Soils and Situations. 


FRANK GANT & CO. (Dept, t), 

BRAISWICK ROSE GARDENS, COLCHESTER. 

Descriptive Catalogue Post Free 3d. Stamps. | 

Grow four Own Fruit 

for next year and insure having the 
finest quality at reasonable prices. 

We can offer a large stock of well- 
grown fruiting trees of all kinds. 

Catalogues Free. 


THE BURNHAM NURSERIES, LIMITED, 

BARNHAM, SUSSEX. 


BAYLISS. JONES X. BAYLISS; 

WOLVERHAMPTONaxoLONDON 


14b. cwt. 

BEES LTD.. 175b. 


Mill-street. Liverpool. 


4 lbs., 8s. 6d.; 5 lbs., 10a. 6d.; carriage 
dalirery at once.—BEES LTD., 175b, 


Digitized by 


Google 


■DOR CUT FLOWERS, Mixed DAFFODILS 

-L BDd NARCISSUS, la. 100; 0a. 1,000. Mixed Tulips. 5a. 6d 
100; 52a. 1,000. Mixed Anemones, 4 b. 6d. 100; 40a. 1,000 
Fink Tulips. 3a. 6d. 100; 30s 1,000. Golden Crown Tulips, 
scarlet and gold, 3s. 100; 25 b. 1,000. Poet’s Narcissus, 2a. lid. 
100; 20a. 1,000 Barri conspicuua, 2a. 100; 15a. 1.000. Double 
white Narcissus, 2 b. 100; 15a. 1,000. 1<3«. orders and upwards 
carriage paid; cash with order.—BEES LTD., 175b, Mill¬ 
et reet, Liverpool. 

OHALLOTS.—Best hand-picked, ready for 

^ immediate delivery, carriage paid. 3j lb*. 3a.; 7 lbs. 
5a. 9d.; 14 lbs. 10s. 6d. ; cash with order.—BEES LTD., 
175b, Mill-street, Liverpool . 

SCOTCH GROWN BRITISH QUEEN, 

^ SECOND EARLY SEED POTATOES Splendid 
cropper, superb quality, clean, vigorous Highland need. 
S-JLj^ewt., 3s. lOd. 28, lbs., 2s. 14 lba.- 


GNION SETS READY NOW. — GROW, 

U where seeds fail. 1 lb., 2a. 6d.; 2 lbs., 4s. 6d.; 3 lba. 6s. 6d.; 


;e paid ; cash with order ; 
Mill-street, Liverpool. 


CJCOTCH GROWN EARLY SEED 

^ POTATOES, hand picked —Epicure. 2s. 9J. ; Eclipse, 
3a. 91.; Express, 3s. 9d.; Sir John Llewellyn, once grown, 
3a. 3d. ; all per atone. Bags included; cash with order.— 
BEES LTD., 175h, Mill-street, Liverpool. 

GREENHOUSE AND STOVE PLANTS, 

^ Fl.OWEKINO A N P FiNE-LKA VKD PALMH, FERNH, AND 
I.VCopodiums, with lull dclaila of the propagation and culti- 
».ition of 500 families of plants, embracing all the beat plants 
in cultivation. By Tiiomau Buvfjj No illustrations. 
Price 5 post free, 5 8.—PUBLISHER, 63, Lincoln s Inn 
Fields. Tendon. W.C. 2. 


A SHIELD FOR YOUR BOY AT THE 

FRONT.—Full particulara will he sent on receipt of a 
l>ost card of the latest atocl Shield for wearing under the 
tunic. \ real lifo Haver. Address BRITISH & ALLIES 
SHIELD. 63, Lincoln a Inn Kiehla, 1/ondon, W.C. 2. 

GARDEN LIGHTS, 4 ft. by 3 ft., with glass 

G* i ui ready for glazing, packed, ‘l4s. Putty, genuine, 

1 C*t., 2 Ub. ; i cwt., 6a.; 14 li>a., 3a. 6d. Green paint, 71b. tina, 
3?. 6d. 21 o/.. horticultural glaaa, cut any size, GJd. aq. ft.— 
W. A. SM ITH, 11 7, (i t Hampiuu si n t*i. Birmingham. 

A DICTIONARY of ENGLISH NAMES of I 

~ PLANTS.—In two Parts: Engliah-Latin and Latin 
Englieh. By Wm. Miller. 12s.; post treo. 128. 6d. “A work 
ot value which extends over a large held, including culti 
vuted native and foreign planta, treea and shrub*. "—Time» 

— PUBLISHER, 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, Ivondon, W.C. 2. 

TOWN GARDENING.—New and greatly 

-L improved Edition. By B. C. Ravexscrokt. A Hand 
book of r J rues, Shrubs, and Plants suitable for Town Cultur. 
in the garden, window, or greenhouse. By post, 2s. 6d. net 
-MANAGER, 63, Lincoln’s Inn Fields. London. W.C. 2. 

PJREM ATION atGOLDER’SGREEN, N. W~ 

ft,,( l WOKING.—Large chapels, organ. Provision for 
aeposit or urns, and for monuments. I^ess costly than 
P.ffi?'; ?® i ? ; J'ip t ive booklet free on application to—LONDON 
CREMATION CO., 324, Regent - street, W. Telegrams, 
^reantonum, London.’’ Talephons, 1937 Garrard. 


— BULBS-HALF-PRICE = 

Very theap to clear warehouse for Seeds and Seed Potatoes. Quality excellent; may be planted 
with certainty of good results during open weather this month. 

FIVE 1/- PARCELS FREE lO/- ORDERS. 

Fifteen 1/* parcels for 10/- carriage paid, cash with order. Smaller orders, one parcel free 
with each three 1/- parcels, carriage 6d. extra. 


J. 

20 Emperor Daffodils, 
is. 

The fiDref of Ibc sell-known 
tort*. pT*ndl\-?h&ped snd 
seJl-colourcd flewers ; does 
well indoors or out. 

2 

2C Horsficldi Daffodils, 
is. 

Pnowy-srbile petal*; rich 
yellow trumpet ; very hau>l- 
xiuk said early ; border ■ or 
pots. 

a. 

25 Princeps Daffodils, 


30 DouMs Whit* 
Narciss., la. 

Fragrant aa a Gardenia: 
pure translucent white - 
bloom* well into May 
10. 

15 Victoria Daffodils, 
is. 

A more magnificent flower 
Ilian Emprert ; pure white 
petal*, rich gold trumpet: 
indoor* or out- 
11 

25 Langtry Narciss., 
is. 

Dsinty lemon yellow cup 
ret In s beautiful star form¬ 
ed by six showy petals; 
exquisite indoor* or out. 

12. 

20 Double Golden 
Phoenix, is. 

The famous iiulter snd 
Fgge Daffodil; absolutely 
up-lop; very hardy and 
tree. 


IS 

4C Pheasant Eye 
Narciss., Is. 

Crimson. nlgrd orange cud. 
I ureet wh'lc petals ; flower 
cl ten 3 inches ac to** 

14. 

30 Orratus Narcissus, 
is. 

Vivid tcarlet cup vur- 
rounded by snowywhita 
; lint-clans every¬ 
where. 

17. 

18 Golden Button 
Tulip, Is. 

Boaton d’Or is usually cory- 
tldered to be equal lo tliat 
* rara avis ” — a golden 
Darwin Tulip; a thing 
more to be desired than 
Dumas',Black Tulip. 

ia 

25 Clara Butt Tulip, Is. 

Meet glorious pink, shaded 
salmon and silver; a huge 
iuccoa» indoors and out- 


ORDER NOW. Very Scarce j 

Present prices hold food until the end of 
DECEMBER 

Giant Red Shallots. 

Boat Hand Picked. Firm Dry Bulbs. 
Prices—lib. 1/2; 3$lbs. 3/-; 71bs. 5/9; 
141bs. 10/8. Carriage paid. 

Onion Sets. 

First shipment safely arrived. Fine 
condition. Immediate delivery. 
Prices—lib. 2/8; 21bs. 4/6; 3lbs. 8/6; 

41bs. 8/6 ; 51bs. 10/6. Carriage paid. 


15 F. Banders Tails. 1i 

An incredibly d a i s 11 n z 
kfiade of fiery scarlet; a 
u.oat entrancing colour; 
huge size ; penect fcrm. 
21 . 

2C Gold Crown Tulip, 

it. 

Rich golden-yellow, shaded 
and flamed ecariet ; fine 
bedding and oorJtra 
2*2. 

10 Ingletcombs Yellow 
Tulip, Is. 

Perfection in form an I 

colouring ; dp canary 
yellow ; Qiaguidcent. 

2S 

18 Mixed Early 
Flowering Dutch 
Tulips, is. 

These are very scarce la- 
deed; fine for Indoor 
culture In fibre nr outdoor 
bedding. 

25 

20 Darwin Tulips, 
Mixed, Is. 

Includes a lot ol fine art 
shades ; very useful f o r 
cutting. Ter 100. 6/0. 


10C Mixed Daffs. and 
Narciss., Is. 

Includes many handsome 
sort*, such as Emperor. 
Barn Ter 1.0JO. 9/- 

77. 

1 Peck “ Bulbost,” Is. 

Bees' Famous Bulb Fibre 
Compost. Bent Carnage 
Paid with Bulbs of 10/ 
value 

2a 

5lb. “ Bulbilizer," Is. 

bees' 8pedal bulb Manure, 
rent Carriage l’aid with 
bulbs ol IQ/* value. 


Prtoiiore and gold: early 
flowering ; specially reeom- 
uended fur border* and 
beds outdoor*. 

4. 

25 Grandee Daffodils, 

Is. 

Whit# and gold : n most 
graceful flower: very 
banJ) ; dots remarkably 
well in shade- 
ft. 

20 GolCen 8pur Daffs., 

Is. 

Glorious orange-gold 
Untried citron ; moat mag- 
aitiicnt flower; quit/ 
un-ur paused 
0. 

20 Sir Watkin Daffs. 
is. 

Deep ontnne trilled trum 
pet, rich gold leuii 1 a 
bugc >uccev everywhere 
indoors aud out 
7. 

35 Barri Narcissi, is. 

t 'range-scarlet cup, golden 
petals ; light,graceful, tree- 
flowering ; splendid < o 
fibre or soil 

15 Doubla Yellow 
Daffs., is. 

Huge double, golden-vel 
low. rose-shaped flowen: 
excellent all purpooca 

HAND-PICKED SCOTCH GROWN 
SEED POTATOES 

QUALITY. 

Always the most important con¬ 
sideration in buying, now that 
prices are fixed by the Government, 
is of more significance than ever. 

Bees Ltd. guarantee that the seed 
potatoes supplied are of the best 
quality, carefully hand picked, free 
from rogues and unsound tubers. 

Your money will be returned in 
full if you are in any way dissatisfied 
with the goods supplied. 

Special Terms to Allotment 
Societies. 

Epicure (Scotch). An old favourite which reduces very heavy 
crops, and has tubers of Rood size ready to lift very early ... 

Eclipse (Scotch). Splendid white round, very early, shallow 

eyes. Rood cooker. 

Eolipse. Once crown in Yorkshire . 

Sharpe’s Express (Scotch). A great favourite, very early; 

pmonth akin, heavy cropper. 

Sharpe’s Express. Once grown in Lincolnshire . 

Sir John Llewellyn (Lines.) First class in every way . 

British Queen (Scotch). Remarkably tine, both as regards 
cropping and cooking qualities. A superb second early; 

keeps well. .| 14/- | 7/8 | 3/10 | 2b 

Prices of Maincrop and Immune Varieties will be about 2!6 per stone. 
Lists of* Varieties and Price* will shortly be sent lo customers. Other Intending buyers please apply. 

COST OF CARRIAGE. 

The above prices include cost of bags. If carnage ia to be prepaid, please remit as under:— 



1121138. 

581bs. 

2Jlbs. 

20/- 

10/6 

6/4 

28/- 

14/8 

7/4 

24/- 

12/6 

6/4 

28/- 

14/8 

7/4 

24/- 

12/0 

6/4 

24/- 

12/6 

6/4 

14/- 

7/8 

3/10 


2/9 

3/3 

3/3 

3/9 

3/3 

3/3 


Up to SO miles 
„ 10) „ 

„ 200 .. 
Over 200 


I121bS. 

1/3 

1/9 

2/4 

3/2 


6blbS. 

V- 

1/2 

1/7 

2/1 


2 fc>lba. 

-IS 
1 /- 
1/2 
1/5 


1411)9. 

•n 

-IS 

-III 

1/-V 


7lba. 

-17 

-n 

-17 

-n 


(To ascertain distance from Liverpool to your Btation look up passenger fare in time-table, 
which is calculated at about Id. per mile. Thu9, if ordinary passenger fare is between 4/3 
and 8/4, the distance will be between 51 and 100 miles.) 

— BEES Ltd,, 175b Mill St., Liverpool — 
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BEES’ dun.Md ROSES i seed hhtoes. 


The National Rose Society’s Selections. 

feci 1 Rose trees are famously fibrous rooted ; hard as whipcord. 


Garden Roses 

SELECTION “ A." 

M boat and most popular 
roam (or general purposes. 

A splendid -i c/C Carriage 
assortment. IsJ/VJ paid. 
Caroline Teatout (ht).sal.pk. 9d. 
Earlof\Varwlck(ht)4al.rose lOd. 
EoarJato (ht), scarlet - - lOd. 

Kthel Malcolm (ht).lvorv w. lOd. 
Frau Karl Dru8ohkI(hp),w. 10d. 
G«orgeDlckson(ht),dsep or. lOd. 
O. C. Waud(ht),orange rer. lOd. 
Gen. McArthur(lit), scarlet lOd. 
Gua Grunerwald (ht).carm. lOd. 
La France (ht), rose - - 9d. 

La Tosca (ht). salmon flesh lOd. 
Lady Plrrle (ht). apricot - lOd. 
Lady Ashtown(ht),deep pk. 9d. 
Mme.A.Chatenay(ht),sal.pk. 9d. 
Mms.C. Lutnud(ht),yel.rose 1/- 
Mme.Ed.IIorrlot,prawn red lOd. 
Mme.Ju]osGrole 2 (ht),sll.rose 9d. 
Mme.MelanieSoupart(ht),y. lOd. 
Mme. Bavary(ht),orange yel. 9d. 
Mme.Scgond Weber(ht),sal. lOd. 
OphoIIa (ht), flesh pink - lOd. 
Pharlsaer (ht), rosy white • lOd. 
Rayon d'Or (ab), yellow - 1/- 

Richmond (ht), scarlet • lOd. 

Fragrant Roses 

SELECTION “D.” 

12 chosen chiefly for their 
abundant delicious scent. 
Colouring y / q Carriage 
gorgoous. ! I& paid. 
Alfred Colornb (hp), red - 8d. 
Dupuy Jamaln (hp), oerlse 8d. 
Earlof Gosford(ht),crlmson lOd. 
George Dickson(ht).vel.crl. lOd. 
OeneralJaoquemlnot(hp),cr. 8d. 
Gen.McArthur(ht),orlmson lOd. 
Juliet (hb),old gold and red lOd. 
Ls France (ht), rose - - 9d. 

LadyAUce Stanley(ht),plnk lOd. 
Mme. Eld. Ilerrlot (per),red lOd. 
Mre.JohnLalngfhphrosy pk. 8d. 
Ulrich Brunner(hp),chor.red 8d. 

Buttonhole Roses 

SELECTION 44 F.” 

12 charmingly coloured and 
daintily formed In bud. 

Last well q IC± Carriage 

when out. O O paid. 

Harry Kirk (t). yellow - lOd. 
Lady Hillingdon (t),aprl.yel lOd. 
LadyUoberts(t),reddlshnprl. lOd. 
Liberty (t), velvety orlmson 9d. 
Mme.A.Chatenay(ht),sal.pk. 9<L 
Mme. Jean Dupuy (ht).rose lOd. 
Melody (ht), saffron yellow 1/- 
Mrs. A. Ward (ht), yellow lOd. 
Mrs. G. Shawyer fht), pink lOd. 
Mrs. H. Stevens (t), white 10d. 
Richmond (ht), scarlet • lOd. 
Sunburst (ht).cadmlum yel. lOd. 

HARDY FRUIT 

" FnlstafT Selerllon. 

Beat Borta. 1 O / ft Strong trees. 

I O/ O Carriage paid. 
1 Brunley's Apple, cooker. 

] Lord 8affield Apple, cooker. 

1 James Grieve Apple, dessert. 

1 Coi's Orange Pippin, dessert. 

1 Louise Bonne Pear, cook or eat. 

1 The Ciar Plum, cook or eat. 

1 Victoria Plum, cook or eat. 

1 Morello Cherry, cooker. 

1 Loganberry, (or tarts or Jam. 

4 Boskoop Giant Block Currant. 

4 Whin ham's Gooseberry. 

13 Superlative Raspberry, best. 

All are very tree-bearing, hardy, 
thrifty sorts. 


oses A 11 Purposes Roses 

« A » SELECTION " K.” 

«t popular , 11 *»™t-olAgs »orts, suitable 
urDoaes! tor Use. 

, carrlaaa wel1 C /O Carrlags 

► pLdf svsrywhere, 0/0 paid. 

I sal Dk. 9d Bett 7 OOPP^T roee - lOd. 
4i ran* itvt’ CarolineTestout(ht),sal,pink 9d. 

* - lOd* FhjherHolmes(bp),crl.scar. 8d. 

-orv w i(VL K- DruachkJ (np), whits lOd. 

hp)w' lOd H. E. Rlohardson (ht),crlm. lOd, 
ropor* lOd! HuKh Dickson (hp),crlmson 8d. 

ge ver! 10d! Aahtown (hp),deep pk. 9d. 

scarlet lOd. Lyons Rose (ht),shrimp pk. lOd. 
.carm. lOd. Mme.A.Chatenay(ht),aal.pk. 9d. 

. . 9 (j Mme. Ed Herriot, red - LOd, 

n flesh 10d! Mme.Ravary(ht),orange yel. 9d. 

lcot - lOd. “ rg - J - Lalng (hp),ro8e pink 8d. 

eep pk. 9d. Gold Medal Roses 

),sal.pk. 9d. SELECTION “ L." 

ml.rose 1/- 12 newer sorts,* all gold 

■vn red lOd. medallists but two. 

.sll.rose 9d. Oeme de q/ Carriage 

(ht),y. lOd. la cremt. v7/ “ paid, 

age yel. 9d. British Queen(ht),snowyw. lOd. 

it),sal. lOd. Dchs. of Wellington, yellow 1/- 

nk - lOd. GeorgeDlckson(ht),deepcri. lOd. 

rhlte ♦ lOd. G. C. Waud(ht),orange ver. lOd. 

ow • 1/- LadyPLrrie(ht),coppery-sal. 10d. 

st - lOd. Leslie Holland (ht), vermilion lOd. 

i neft6 Mabel Drew (ht), cream - lOd. 

Mme.F,.Herrlot (per.)pr.red lOd. 

. . M.de Slnety(ht),gold bronze 1/- 

for their Mrs. A _ Carnegie(ht),white lOd. 

r . m Rayon d’Or (per.), golden - 1/- 

Dalfl Wlllowmere (per.).ooral pk. lOd. 

■ed - 8d. Climbers, Ramblers 

oerlse 8d. SELECTION " S.” 

lmson lOd. 6 roses suitable for trellis, 
el.crl. lOd. pillars, arches, pergolas, Ac. 

hp),cr. 8d. All very A IQ Carriage 

Irason lOd. vigorous. “/ ^ paid, 

id red lOd. Alberlo Barbler(W.).yelIow lid. 

• - 9d. AmerlcanPUlar(cl.,P.),plnk lid. 

,),plnk lOd. Blush Ram bier (ol.,P.), blush lid. 

r),red lOd. Dorothy Perkins (W.), pink lid. 

osy pk. 8d. Excelsa (W), brll. scarlet - lid. 

her.red Sd. Hiawatha (ol.,P.h c rlm.wh. lid. 

Roses pBEDDiNC^PUuffT'j 

‘ F.” / (Ex. strong transplanted i 

oured and \ bushy.) Dos. 100 \ 

>ud. / Wall/lowerg, red - lOd. 5/-/ 

Carriage V „ „ yellow lOd. SI- \ 

paid. f Forg*t-me-not,bluc 1/- 4/- ( 

v - lOd. I Canterbury Della tn J 

jrl.yel lOd. > «ep. colovra, white, f 

ihnprl. lOd. I rote, blue or mixed 1/6 9/6 I 

■lmson 9d. j Iceland Pop plea,mxd.t/6 IS/- ) 

.sal.pk. 9d. ( Polyanthus, mxd. - t/6 15/- i 

D.rose lOd. ) Sweet Williams: 

ellow 1/- S PinkBeautyHybrids 1/S If- 

allow lOd. f Golden A lye turn - I/# 15/- 

, pink lOd. r Hardy Auriculas ~S/-tOI- 

white lOd. \ PurpleAubrietia.potsk/. SO/- , 

t - lOd. / Silvery Rockfoils • kh SO/- 

m yel. lOd. j Gtaecian Violet - I/ - SO/- 

R U I T HARDY FLOWERS 

ertton. Contlnnoue f*[ Ceniage 

Strong treea. dbplay. G/ pelt]. 

Carriage paid. Alkaact, blue Lnpln. yeliov. 

cer. lTtnaa Daley. 111. Iris, rich blue, 

ooker. Marguerite, white Pyre thrum, l*ft 

leaaert. Larkspur, violet. Fleabnne, man re 

deuert. M'mas Daley, ma. Hybrid, C'mbine. 

>ok or eat. Dragon's-head. car. 1’lnk Knotweed. 

or eat. Larkspur, blue Avene, scarlet 


M'mas Daisy, pk. Catmint, lavender 
Red Elecampane. Blue Bellflower. 
Scarlet Campion. Blue Flax. 

Blue Lupin. Golden Marguerite 

White Bellflower. Mimulus, ■ car let 


Poppy, Pink. 
White Lupin 
flyptophila. 


Jacob'* ladder 
Speedwell, blue. 
Double Pyre thrum 


For Illustrations in Colour 

and description* are Catalogue No W, 
leaned ^eaaon. A few apace ccptra 
piMt free on request. 
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Exhibition Roses 

SELECTION “ B. M 
24 specially-selected varieties. 
Assured ie//j Carriage 
prise winners. I sJ/Q paid. 

Avoca (ht). crimson scarlet lOd. 
BessieBrown(ht).creamyw. lOd. 
British Queen (ht), white - lOd. 
Chan. Lefebvre(hp),crimson 8d. 
Coronation (hp), flesh pink lOd. 
Dean Hole (ht), silvery rose lOd. 
Earlof Gosford(ht),dk.crlm. 104. 
Ethel Malcolm (ht).ivory w. lOd. 
Gl.deC.Gulnoissoau(hp),ver. 8d. 
GeorfieDlckson(ht),vel.erlm. lOd. 
Hugh Dickson (hp), crimson 8d. 

J. B. Clarke (ht^ortmson - lOd. 
Jonkheer Ji,.Mock(ht),car. lOd. 
Leslie Holland (ht).soar.arl. lOd. 
Mabel Drew(ht),canary yel. lOd. 
LyonsRoee(ht),shrlmp phak lOd. 

Mrs. C. WesUht). shell ptnk lOd. 
Mildred Q rant(ht),tinted w. lOd. 

Mrs. Amy Hammond (ht)^ip. lOd. 

Mrs. AndrewCaroecle(ht),w. lOd. 
Mrs.JohnLalng(hp). rosypk. 8d. 

Mrs. J. H. Welch (ht), pink lOd. 

Mrs.Roosevelt(ht),pale flesh lOd. 
UirlchBrunner(hp),cher.red 8d. 

Town Roses 

SELECTION "E.” 

12 sorts proved suitable for 
growing In smoke. 

Immensely "7/0 Carriage 
successful. / / paid. 

CaroiineTestout(ht),sal.pInk 8d. 
Dr.O’Donol Browne(ht),car. lOd. 

F. K. Druschkl (hp), white lOd. 
G*wrge Dickson (ht). crlm. lOd. 
GustaveGrunerwald(ht),cnr.lOd. 

J. B. Clark (ht).deep scarlet lOd. 

C,a Tosca (ht),silvery pink - lCd. 
Mme. Ed. Herriot (per),red lOd. 
Mme.Ravnry(ht),orange yel. 9d. 
Mrs.JohnLalng(hp).rof» pk. 8d. 
Mme. laaac Perelre (b), car. 8d. 
Ulrich Brunner(hp).cher.red 8d. 

Dwarf Bedding Roses 

SELECTION “I.” 

12 pergetual, frpe-flowering 
sorts, of bushy habit. 

Surprisingly Q/£5 Carriage 

effective. 0/0 paid. 

A.R.Goodwln(per.).sal.plnk lOd. 
Betty (ht), coppery rose - lOd. 

Dchs. of Wellington, saffron 1/- 
Ecarlate (ht), scarlet red - lOd. 
EarlofWarwlck(ht).sal.roBe lOd. 

G. C. Waud(ht),orange ver. lOd. 
LadyPlrrie(ht).apricotplnk lOd. 

Mme. Ed. Herriot, red - lOd. 

Molly S. Crawford(t),white lOd. 
Mrs.A.Ward(ht),Indian yel. lOd. 
Rayon d’Or (hb).orange cad. 1/- 
Rlohmond (ht), scarlet - lOd. 

HARDY SHRUBS 

"Hey Presto" Helectfon 

Suitable towin' Carriage 

■niaJl gardeua, LJ/ “ Paid. 

Purple Speedwell, evergreen. 

Double Gone, yellow. 

See Tamarisk, aoft pink. 

Bplra a, Anthony Waterer, refl. 

Spanish Broom, fragrant, yellow. 

Graham’s Sage Tree, crimson. 

Golden Broom, rich yellow. 

Orlmson Flowering Currant. 

Plptanthus. new, from China. 

Giant Mock Orange, white. 

Starry Daisy Bush, white. 

Lavender, true fragrant sort. 

Hardy Scotch Fuchsia, red. 

Golden Forsythla, very choice. 

May Broom, very pretty. 

A.B.C. of Rose Culture, 2d. 

Booklet of 32 pages : tells you all you 
are likely to want to know about rosea. 
2d stamp* With catalogue, order er 

alone. 


FINEST LINCOLNSHIRE-GROWN SEED. 

All at Govt, Prices. 

FULL (ILLUS.) LISTS FREE. 

• _ 

WONDERFUL COLLECTION OF 
c/e SEEDS AND c/e 
0/0 SEED POTATOES 0/0 

Contains 1 lb. each Lines. Seed Potatoes — S. Express, 
Eclipse, K Ing Ed., A. Chief; large pkts. early and late Marrow 
Peas, dwarf and tall Beans; pkts. of Onion, Carrot, Cab¬ 
bage, Savoy, Lettuce, Lyon Leek, Beet, Spinach, Parsley, 
Cucumber, Marrow; six pkts. Flower Seeds; pkt. Lighton's 
Muincrop Tomato free, with Illus. Lists and instructions, 
5/6, carriage paid. 

BARGAIN LISTS (illus.).—Seeds and Potatoes, Rosea, 
Fruit Trees, Rock and Hardy Plants, free. 

AMBROSE LIGHTON, 

17, KIRTON, BOSTON. 

I THE CHEAPEST IN ENGLAND. 

i No. 50. PORTABLE 

" — BUILDINGS. 

Made In complete sec¬ 
tion best auallty 
Red Deal (not in¬ 
ferior Foreign Match 
Boards as other 
makers), planed and V- 
jointed on strong fram¬ 
ing. ltoof covered with 
compressed Aspbalte 
over tongued boards. 
Door fitted with strong 

I hinges, lock and key, 

Copyright Registered. bolts, etc. | 


SpecialAdvanceOfTerofSeedPotatoes ,—SEED POTATOES' 


Duke of York, Eclipse, Midlothian Early, Llewellyns, j 
Sharpe's Express, per 112 lbs. 29 -, 56 lbs. 10-, 28 lha. 5 -, 
14 lbs. 2 6. Epicures, per 112 lbs. 10/-, 56 lbs. 8'-, 28 lb*. 4 , 
H lbs. 2/.. 

King Edwards, Evergoods, Dalhousie, Arran Chief, 
Queen Mary, 10'- per cwt., £9 5/- per ton ; 4-ton lots £8 5/- 
per ton. 

NOT UNDER ONE CWT. SUPPLIED. 

Eating Potatoes, Table Carrots, Swedes, Turnips, 
Parsnips, Beetroot, 7 6 cwt.. 4 0 J cwt, 2,6 per 28 lbs. 

Shallots, 1/3 per lb. Onion Sets. 2 - per lb 

Potato Manure, 10/- per ewe,, 6. - j) cwt., 3,6 per 28 Its., 2 - 
per 14 lbs. Bags free. Free on Rails. 

Narcissus Bulbs 1/- per doz. post free. Send for Catalogue. 

CASH WITH ORDER. 

HORACE TAYLOR, Seedsman, CHATTERIS, Cambs. 

BULBS! BULBS!! BULBS M! 

Several cwt. small Barri, Double Incom¬ 
parable, Emperor, Empress, Figaro, Ornatus, 
Brin ceps. Pheasant Eye, Scilly wliite, Sir 
Watkin, Soleil dor. 

Si. per cwt. ; sacks Is. each. 

TJfctOMAH, 

Trewincc, Fortscatho, Cornwall. 


ReUablo Stocks. 

SCOTCH AND YORKSHIRE CROWN. 

SiWJ FOJt LIST. 

ISAAC POAD & SONS, 

Seed Potato Growers. YORK. 


STANDARD ROSES, 
FRUIT TREES, 
PERENNIALS, etc. 


BEST 

QUALITY 

ALWAYS 


J.N.KSRVEY F P> 

/■NURbERIFS 

1-Y E SHAM_ s' 


rpHE ENGLISH FLOWER GARDEN AND 

-L HOME GROUNDS.—Twelfth edition. Revised and 
reprinted, with descriptions of the best Plants, Trees, and 
Shrubs, their Culture and Arrangement, illustrated with 
wood engravings, Medium octavo, about one thousand 
pages, 15s. ueU — MANAGER, 63, Lincolns lun Fields, 
Loudon, W.C. 2. 
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CASH WITH ORDER. Strong 

Sizes. Floor. 

6 ft. Jong. 4 ft. wide, 7 ft. high .. £5 SO 13 6 

7 ft. long, 5 ft wide, 7 ft. 4 in. high 6 5 6 2l> 

8 ft. long, 6 ft. wide, 7 ft. 8 in. high 8 6 6 27 6 

9 ft. long, 7 ft. wide, 8 ft. high .. 9 13 6 35 6 

10 ft. long, 8 ft. wide, 8 ft. 4 in. high 1110 48 - 
12 ft. long. 8 ft. wide. 8 ft. 4 in. high 12 9 0 57 - 

Carriage Paid to any Station in England and I Vales. 
Catalogue, with Testimonials, post free. 

J. T. HOBSON & CO., 

Largest Makers of Portable Buildlnars, 

Established 70 Years. BEX>Z*OK>Zl. 
Works, 6 acres. 


{oudhboroudh 


DOO IN USE 



TTic pioneer of cheap, simple and cf/eclive 
heating /or small greenhouses. Complete 
Apnaralus from S 4 4 O The immense sale 
of this boiler, and its numerous imitations 
are the best testimony o/Tt.s undoubted success 


M MCWOtcVLTimAl. B J1IXEM & HEATING BlIGlWEERST I 

louchborouch • Leicestershire!-I 

London off.cw . 122 VICTORIA ST - S • W/l| 


VAPORITE 'nsectsin L ?he son 1 

Of an seedsmen I 

Strawson Chemical C° L to 7 9 .Queen Vi ctoria S’ London f 

Binding “Gardening Illustrated." — Sub- 
scriberx" irerkly issues for 1917, if sent to this office, will hr 
supplied irith, complete Index and bound in cloth jor the sum 
of ff’ti, carriage extra. Any missing teakin copies will hr 
supplied at the ordinary published priee, the index, if supplied 
alone, will be 6d , post free. Complete Volumes ticith Ind> / 
will he retail/ about the nnl of January, price I?-, carrion r 
/laid. Adder** Momigt r, GARDENING ]LLLJsTltATLD, oj, 

Lincoln's Inn Fields, London. FF.C'. 

Origirtal from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


























GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. 


December 29, 1917 


PLEASE STOP HERE if you are wanting: any kind of SEEDS, AS, BEANS, ONION, CARROT, for your Carden or 
Allotment. My 1918 Seed Catalogue is now ready. Also, if you are wanting any kind of Apple, Pear, Plum, 

Currant, Raspberries in fact, all kinds of Fruit Trees and all kinds of Vegetable Plants, Cabbage, Lettuce, Cauliflower, Onions, 
send for my List. Both will be sent you free upon receipt of your address on a post-card. Send at cnce. Seeds are very scarce. 


TO BE CLEARED AT QNGE. 


1/9 each. STANDARD APPLES. 1/9 each. 

The following are u few of the names, but I have hundreds 
of others. Sond your orders, I cau supply you. Lord 
Lennox. L'ird Derbv. Ribaton Pippin, Beauty of Kent, 
Alfriston, Warners King. Bramley Seedling. Bismarck, 
Worcester Pearmaln, Beauty of Bnth, Alliugton Pippin, 
King Pippin, Lord Suffleld, Annie Elizabeth, Dr. Harvey, 
Kckllnvilla Seedling, Gascoyne's Scarlet, Grenadin, Lady 
Sudeloy, Lord Grosvenor, Newton Wonder, Teasgood a Non 
such. 

GRAND BUSH OR PYRAMID DAMSONS. 

Enormous trees, 13 each; selected, 1/6 each. 

5,000 GRAND PYRAMID VICTORIA PLUMS. 

Haring a grand lot of these, which have been loaded with 
fruit this season. 1 3 each ; very selected, 16 each. 

CRAND BUSH OR PYRAMID APPLES. 

Same names as Standard Applea, and including many 
others, both eating and cooking. I have a grand stock of 
fine shaped trees, all fruit bearing, and are aure to please. 
Tree?, 3 years old, 13 each ; specimen trees, 16 each. 
They are the cheapest to buy. 

10,000 HALF-STANDARD APPLES. 16. 

Now these are just the trees for small gardens, and at 
the time I am writing this they are a sight, simply covered 
with most, lovely Apples. King of Pippins, Bramley Seed¬ 
ling Lane's Prince Albert, Coxa Orange, Bismarck, and 
several others. All tine, grand stuff. My price, 1-6. 

6 STANDARD APPLES, TO CLEAR, 7/6. 

A Very Special Offer. —3 Btandard eating Apples and 3 
standard cooking Apples, 7s. 6d. 

CRAND BUSH OR PYRAMID PEARS. 

Same name as Standards, 1. 3 each . selected, 1 6 each. 
Any names you like. 

1/9 CRAND STANDARD PEARS. 19 

1 6 3,000 STANDARD PLUMS. 1/6 

flreen Gage, Golden Drill). Czar. Early Prolific, Ponds ; 
Seedling, Hirers Early, Sultan. Diamond. July Gage, 
Jefferson, Orleans, Pershore, and many others. 


100,000 GRAND 

CORDON APPLES. 

Fine trees, 3 and 4 years old ; any name you like; assorted 
how you like. 16 each. 

5,000 STANDARD VI0T0RIA PLUM8. 

These are very scarce, and thould be purchased at once. 
1 6 and 19 each. 

1/6 3,000 HALF-STANDARD VICTORIA PLUMS. 1/6 

600 GRAND BUSH M0RELL0 CHERRIES. 

Large treeB, 1 3 each ; very large, 16. 

RED, BLACK, AND WHITE CURRANTS. 

All line, strong, fruit-bearing trees, 4d. each ; 3/- dozen. 
Very largo selected trees, 12 for 3 6. These are grand. 

LOVELY BUSH PLUMS. 

fiatne names as Btandard Plums. All grand stuff, 1/3 
each ; selected, 1,6 each. 


QUALITY! QUALITY! QUALITY! 

6d. A LOT. HALF QUANTITIES, 3d. 

50 Wallflowers, Bid. Red 6d 1 60 Cos or Cabbage Let- 
50 ,, Golden Ring .. 6<l | tuee.I 


50 ,, Primrose Dame 
50 ,, Ruby Gem.. 

50 ,, Eiistern Queen 
50 .. Harbinger .. 

50 All above, mixed 


bd | tuee .. 

6d | 25 Pinks, mixed .. 

6d 8 Mrs. Sinkins Finks 
6d 15 Pyrothrums, high 
6d | 36 lively Pansies.. 

6d 36 Cornflowers 


8 Auriculas, good stuff.. 6d i 15 French Daisies.. 


20 Canterbury Bells 


6d | Id Gaillardias, Giant 


12 Carnations, all colours 61 15 Gypsophila pan. 


15 Hollyhocks, double 
12 Tree Lupins 
30 Forget-me-nots 
12 Sweet Williams 
21 ,, well mixed.. 

12 Delphiniums 


.. 6d j 1 Asparagus Fern 
.. Bd 75 Sweet Pea plants 
.. 6d ’ 60 Onions, Tripoli.. 
..0(150 ,, A Una Craig 
.. Gd j 60 ,, mixed 
.. 6d 3 Sage, 3 Thyme trees . 


ALLOTMENT OR GARDEN 

COLLECTION OF- SEEDS. 

10/6 worth for 4/-. 

w And Your Potatoes for Nothing. 

Order at once, or you may not get them. Seeds are 
very senree. i pint The Lincoln Pea, li ft. ; 1 pint The 
Wonder Pea, 2J ft. ; h pint Beans; i oz. Turnip; 4 oz. 
Radish; J oz. Carrot; and large packet of each of the 
following: Onion, Cauliflower. Broccoli. Savoy, Brussels 
Sprouts, Cabbage, Parsnip, Parsley, Lettuce, Tomato, 
Celery, Vegetablo Marrow, Cucumber, and 6 packets of 
beautiful flower seeds for present sowing and to bloom all 
summer; alHO one packet of Butterfly Sweet Pea; and 
given gratis 1 lb. of my new Potato Shan't Be Long, one of 
t he earliest grown, I have dug it in less than seven weeks 
from time of planting. IleaYy cropper and good keeper. 
Now, whole of the above Collection, named, well packed, 
carriage paid,*4-. 


20 Polyanthus, mixed .. 6d 1 50 Cauliflower plants . 6d 

GRAND WALLFLOWER COLLECTION. 

20 Blood Red, 20 Primrose Dame, 20 Goldon King, 20 
Harbinger, 2(J Vesuvius New Scarlet, all tied up separately, 
good plants, 100, 1/-. 

THESE ARE ALU^ ENGLISH. 

4 6 SIX LOVELY RAMBLER ROSES. 4/0 

1 Dorothy Perkins, 1 New Excels* CriniBOn, 1 American 
Pillar, 1 White Dorothy, 1 Hiawatha, 1 Shower of Gold. 
The above 6 Roses, well packed, 4/6. 

2/6 THREE TIP-TOP RAMBLERS. 2/6 

With many side Hhoots on each plant. These have been 
grown very wide apart, and all slaked separately, and tine 
2-year-old English-grown trees. 

1 Crimson Rambler, 1 Dorothy Perkins, 1 A viateur Bloriot 
(saffron yellow), the finest- and most beautiful Rambler 
grown. The three named, 2 6. 

For all other Roses pleaBe send for my List. 

CABBAGE PLANTS. 

Defiance, G. F. L. Masterpiece, Nonpareil, Flower of 
Spring, Button's April Early Dwarf. Mein's No. I, First and 
| Best, Red Pickling Cabbage. All one price. 60 strong 
i plants, 6<1.; 6 6 1,000. 

Send for my List. Must b« cleared at any price, - 
Buy your seeds at once. 


As all goods must be now sent carriage paid, orders from Is. to 3s ., send 6d.; over 3s. to 6s., send 8d.; over 6s- to 10s., Is. extra. 

GEORGE FREDERICK LETTS, F.R.H.S., Nurseryman, 37, Hadleigh, SUFFOLK. 


AT POPULAR PRICES. 

The most reliable substitute for stable manure, mixed 
by our special process, is cleaner to handle, and gives 
better results, and ready for immediate use. Highly 
recommended by all Horticultural Societies, a* specially 
adapted for mixing with the soil in preparing for the 
Spring and Summer Crops. 

Sent on receipt of P.O. 56 lbs., 2» Gd.; 1 cwt, 3a. Gd., 
2 ewt , 6s. Gd.; 4 cwt... 12s.; 10 cwt, 27k 61.; 1 ton, 54s. 
CARRIAGE PAID 60 miles by rail. Over that add 3d. 
per cwt. for every 50 miles, or part. 

A. W. MASKELL & CO- Ltd.. 

MASKELL'S W ORKS. Dirleton Road, West Ham. 

___GLASS.—— 

gpoolal Prloee for Cash with Drdor In Hull 
GLASS, 4/31 o«. 

Boies. 100 200 I Boxes, 100 200 

sq.ft. *q.ft. | sq.ft, sq.ft. 

8 i Bln. .. ..33- 58 - 12.14.15.16, 18.1 

9 x 7in. 36-- 59 6 20.22 2, x ,2, u } 5° - 89- 

10 i Sin. 40 6 74 - 16 1 18 ' 20 


12,13,11.151 Sin. 44- 76- 

11.12.13.14 i9in. 45 6 78- 

12.13.14 xlOin. 46 6 82- 

13 x lllxi. 48- 84- 

16,18.20x105). 1 - n on 

Ifi 18 9flr1lin O'* 


16,18, 20, 22,21 j 6 92-6 

x 14in. J 

20,22,24 xlSin.T 
18. 20, 22, 24 x } 55 - 95 6 
16in. : .. J 

20,22,24 x 18in. 5S - 98 6 


16,18,20 x llin. / ov 20.22,24 x 18in. 58 - 98 6 

PUTTY. Bc^t Soft.— 1 cwt., 21-; icwt.ll-; Jcwt., 
6 6; 14lbs., 3 9. 

DIAMONDS, 7 6 and 10 6 oach. 

GLASS CUTTERS. '6-whoel, 16 each 
BEST MIXED PAINTS.- 7-lb. lovertlus. White, 
12 . - stone; ordinary colours, 8 6 per stone. 

r. T. ROSS. LTD., 

■MBURTON ST.. HULL. Katab. 1343 ' 
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25 Years’ Record 

Chatham, 

25th August, 1011- 

Dear Sira, 

Will you kindly send me 
a No. 2 Green house- Boiler to 
replace one of yours trhich has 
been in use for the past 25 

years. 

Yours faithfully, 

W. A. U. 

Illustrated Price List Free. 

Thos.W. ROBINSON, ltd. 

Dennis Iron Works, 

8TO UR BRIDGE. 


A DISCHARGED SOLDIER— Wm. 

-LA. Bertram Blackwell, of 1, Gospel Oak Grove, Kentish 
Town—is anxious to obtain work. He is Buffering from a 
gunshot wound in the ankle and knee out of positiou. 
Previous to enlistment he had exceedingly good health and 
was a gardener and florist. I am informed that he is an 
expert horticulturist. The man can only walk on the flat 
and cannot do heavy work. He is mo*f. anxious to.obtain 
some appointment where he van act as overseer or heart 
gardener. The man is aged 41. lie served nearly three 
y*'iirs in the Army. Apply to the SECRETARY War 
Pensions Cotninltte, 43. Blooms bury'-s quare. W.C, 1, _ 

A DICTIONARY of ENGLISH NAMES of 

XI PLANTS.—In two Parts: Knglish-Latin and Latin- 
Engllsh. By Win. Miller. 12 b. ; post free, 12s. 6d. “A work 
of value which extends over a large Held, including culti¬ 
vated native and foreign plants, trees an«l shrubs." — Times. 
—PUBLISHEU, G3, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London* W.C. 2. 


If you are interested in this week s 

“GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” 

please order the paper through your local Newsagent, or direct by post 
from the Publisher, at 63, Lincolns Inn Fields, London, W.C. 2. 

The cost is 2d. weekly ; or by post for three months, 2/6 ; six 
months, 5/-; twelve months, 10/-; for Abroad, 12/-. Annual subscribers 
will receive the year’s complete Index to the volume free of charge. 

To Publisher or Newsagent :— 

Please deliver “ Gardening Illustrated ” weekly for which I 

enclose _ 


r SANKEY'S^>^POTS 

** tShe BEST and Cheapest. II 

Slate quantity of each slxe required and have carriage paid 
quotation C* carriage" frequently amount* to hall value ol 
goods), or »rite lor Price JJst. free. 

.SPECIAL PUTS ol all descriptions. Ilulb Bonis and Fern 
Pans I rum 2d. each. 

R!CHARD SAN KEY A SON. LTP. 
Bulwell PoHeries. NOTTINGHAM. 


N ame __ 

Address (in full)- 


(Mr.. Mrs., or Miss) 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS A1 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
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